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" FOR THE

Government of the Provinces of BENGAL.

fI‘ o the Dife&ors of the Eaft India Company.
- GENTLEMEN, ‘ .

ES IDES your other great Indian fettlements, you have
in 'your provinces of Bengal fifteen millions of fubjeé‘cs,
thuty-three thoufand troops, all commanded by Britith officers;

“and three mxlllons and a half of prefent revenue, not to mention

to what that revenue may be hereafter raifed. .The Eaft India

' Company pays annually to the interefts of- the pubhc debts of

England, one million fix hundred thoufand pounds, from which -

laft cucumf’cance alone, it is plain that’ England and India muﬁ
fland or fall together : f01 if that fum thould be Wlt‘ldlawn

from the creditors of the. pubhc the pubhc muﬁ: either be-

come bankrupt, or ‘fuch a load of new taxes be laxd upon indu-

ftry, as could not faxl to cruth it intirely; and cither of thefe
c'lhnmxes, in a nation mtomcqted with pxo{beu(y might be

attended with a “revolution in govemment itfelf. From the fea,
}our pofleflions are open to ‘the attacks of France, which, in the
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ifland of Mauritius, has ten French regiments, and a vaft force
of native militia, and perceives now at laft the»tender, perhaps
mortal part of her enemy. Behind you, on the continent, lie
hoftile and injured princes, the obje@s equally of your am-
bition and-fear, In the provinces of Bengal, not to mention
others, there are diforders in every department. Such is the
~ftate of your affairs. His Majefty’s Speech to Parliament, and
your juft attentions to your truft, flatter the public, that a fyftem
of regulations is intended, to fecure the advantages you pofiefs,
‘to prevent the dangers you are expofed to, and to remedy difeafes,

- which all men, of all parties among you, acknow]edge need re-
medies. The interefts of human nature, of England, of that So- .
ciety you dire®, which, under thé\ﬁmp}e name of a Company, is

a mighty republic, and perhaps of your Sovereign’s family, in fu-
ture ages, are now in the hands of the legiflature, and in yours.

The fate of almoft all conquered nations has depended upon the

temper of the- in&ividugl who conquered them, or who was im-
mediately after intrufted with the care of them; and that ‘care
has feldom extended further than to guard ‘againt the dangers:

which immediately preffed upon the poffeffion of the conqueft, but
without eftablithing regulations which could infure its fecurity for,

the future. Among the many felicities and glories of this reign,.
itis, perhaps, the higheft, that three great {ocieties of freemen, -
with the declared wifhes of - the moft virtuous of Princes to.

- animate them, have it in their power to regulate the happinefs.

or mifery of a vaft empire, at a time when prefled by no zmmediate
danger to their pofleflions, but only by the miferies of human
kind at their mercy, and calling for their aid, they may, like that

_deity whofe province they emulate, furvey their objet as from a ‘

fuperior height, and with an equal eye., .
' ‘ Co Inflamed:

Inflamed by the greatnéfs of ‘t.}iat objeé’r,.‘I pre('g.me to oﬁ"er. you
my fentiments upon the ar‘rangements..whlch I',t,h_mk, ;1cqe{Ta;y in
your provinces of Bengal. " The perfon - who has the honour to
addrefs himfelf to you,” knows few of your pe.rfo.ns ;V"h_e never
was a party to your parties, 'If ivn his ﬁl&s.or px"xpc1p1es he com~
mits errors, he will thank the man who points them ou(ﬁ; for he
cares not from whom the right fyftem comes, provided it comes.

STt s iﬁﬁpbﬁible to reilxedy evﬂs,y Wifb_ght aFténdins‘t_o the cauffesA
of them ; becaufe, if the cau[es are 71'_emi_o.v§d,’ their ¢ﬂ’¢&s,f.w;llﬂ
follow them. For which reafon, you will pardon me fprlbrmgl;
ing the 'paﬁ and prt;fep_t {’:at¢ of Bengal to your view, tho.ug
much better known to you than to me. :

| Paﬁ and phjéﬂ't State of Eeﬂgal. o

In drdé'r to tempéf the défpotifm of the Mogu_l empire, as well,
as to fecure the greater revenue to the emperor, the fifcal powers

" in the provinces were képt diftin& from the civil and mxhtaxjy

powers ; for the adminiftration of the province was commxttgd to
, . . - .
two officers, the Subahdar and the Dewan, The firft of thefe

poffefled the civil “and military adminiftration ; the laft colleCted

the revenues, part of which was applied to fupport the dignity of

. 2 N * .
the Subahdar, and the remainder was remitted to court ¥, .

The revenues cénﬁ[’ceé .partly‘of"taxes upon the paflage of

“goods, but * chiefly of the rents of the lands of Fh,.e; px‘qyinﬂce,;
becaufe all the lands were deemed to be the emperor’s. .T‘he taX.es ‘
‘were colleded by officers. = Moft of the lands were given off 1@ :
the feudal form, under a condition, partly qf nlileal'y fervice, andv

# Vide the authosities in Mr, Bolts, p. 34+

I ; part'y




( 4) |
7 of payment of rent.  The perfons who got them, either col-
-wa‘i»the“rcnts by their officers, knov%/ﬁ under a variety of titles ;
or gave them under the fame conditions to others; who ¢aga.in
continuzd the fame arrangements under them; and the laft per-
fon'in this gradation of ranks who had the right to draw the rents
of -the lands, let them to the hufbandman, -+ -

The pofleffions ‘of moft of thefe “landholders were hereditary,
and even the pofleflions of the hutbandmen were fo; for it was a
general law of the empire, that a hufbandman could not be removed
fo long as he paid his rent. The extent of the rent v&aé fixed in
the emperor’s books . In rice,” which is the great ftaple of ‘the
produce of the ground, the rate was one fifth of the produce of
the land in a country in which the expence of the whole cultiva.
tion did not exceed an eleventh part of that produce : fo that the
hufbandman was allowed to draw more of the profits of his in-
duftry in India, than he ever was, or is now allowed to do, in any
country in Europe*. - His condition was the more eafy too,

+ Mr. Scrafon. 4

. % Mr: Bolts, p. 148. fays, < that for cultivated ground in Bengal the eftablifhed
¢ rate of eflimation at Delhi-was three ficca rupees,
¢ per bega, of ﬁxtgen thoufand and three fquare. feet, one with another; that is,
¢ about twenty fhillings an acre.” R o C

The maund of rice is eighty pounds weight, and fells at ag av
rupee, or two fhillings and fixpence.
and there are near three begas in an acre. . The acre gives two crops in the year,
and fometimes three. - From thefe data the produce of the acre at five pounds ten-
fhillings is 2 moderate fuppofition. R C e ,

" The cultivation confifls, firt, in plowing, which, ii the foil and ,cli‘mate'of
India, is entirely fuperficial ; the plough making little more impreffion than onc of
our harrows. * This is done.by oxen.” An ox cofls ten rupees. : He is fed on chaff
and grafs, and is maintained at the expence of a rupee and half por month, The

érage price for a
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or feven fhillings and fixpence *

A bega produces from five to ten maunds,

co s )

ecaule the finenels of the climate and foi'l’requ?fting nf)t ;au his
titne ‘and 'toil,” he employed fome parts. of. both.in the arts ‘and

rofits of manufa@ure.”: Upon manufature no -cuf’c.Om's’ or ,eix-_ :
f:)’i‘fés’ were im‘pbﬁfed‘,"‘éxeept of trifling extent, and in particular
places. .« In great perils of ftate, indeed, greater land-rents we

-demanded, and .thefe :gave' temporary. powers of -oppreflion ; “but.

when the ‘florm fubfided, - the 'calm- fucceeded. - The principal

- judges wérésippoiﬁted by the court of Delhi, and the 'ipferior

~

.ones by thofe judges, in -coi)jun&ion'iviﬁh th? ?tlbahdar.’f.‘

Tittle room for extortion.-. The Subahdar ':_Was ,ﬁot g‘t_empbtgs;i’ i;‘?
»’cdxhthit extortions on the people ; becaule, if .fthc_ gragdcur of,‘ hls
government was fupported, he had no intcre{"; mjthc(e);ten.tv o 'Itff
;overplus of the revenues,Awhich“:we«‘r.e_.,_‘;:en.nt.ted;»tg ,Delhl.}.] T g .
PDewan indeed hdd an intereft to commit injuftice ; ‘butv ; .wzs
.checked by ‘the hércditary rights of _the‘ lg‘ndh'oldc-rs ‘and hu . and-
men, and by the fears which the great officers of .V;defpotlc go=

In .tlvlié ‘ﬁvtua(tion', “even under a defpotic .gqvc?rnmept,,_the@ was

" yernments are continually under, ylef’c the Cifigs Qf thg _peaplercach-’-_

fecond operation is tak‘%ng'fhc plants from the feed-bed, and dibbling them into the

“.ground, The third is, watering the ground, which is a trifling charge, becaufe

-t is watered from the public drains. The laftis -reapin‘lg," whxc}lx _‘:)s dcr):: ;:;tfhtr: .
fickle, 'Two men will reap a bega in a day. .Tl§e wages (:;' ~aal ‘o;a; 1o Shree
.fupee; and an half per inqrgth, »whi‘ch‘isy n‘_’t‘?b???‘,i’?‘}_‘:i hal pengxy ﬁ“);lmos P,r
thefe data the expence of producing the crf'oph;angolftgnugfn e?ccee‘ teg lings e

cre.——1 got : “from natives of the-couritry. z S
"“Ffe"’"‘—'ll fvo‘:;:t]: {:ff;it:tl‘::g: ?which are corn countries, the peafant retains the
thlIrI; ﬂ:; (t)he ppmduce; -in EnélandQ ‘which is much a grafs icpu{xtry,_ f::m;-

hatlefs ; in the northern provinces of ‘F»rar;;e, ';-hc "d_oes not receive a .t xlr) :

- wha G ’thér:nA provinces of France, the landlord gets half the crop and in o:
";" :}hin(:lut‘l'ne.hered‘itaryb dominions of the emprefs, the landlord leaves the peafants,

;:\O’are ﬂa\'es:'org}{[criptitij glebie, a tmere fubﬁf’c“ence, A

C e : ing
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mg the throne, {hould draw upon them thofe miferies, which they

mrght otherwife be' tempted to infli- .upon.othersi’ It was the-
intereft of the landholder to be kind- to: the hufbandman, that hlS -
~ land mlght be filled with ‘people for the fecurity. of: his: perfon,
and ‘'with. wealth for the fecunty of his’ rent. The )udges unlefs:
they took brrbes, had no intereft to commrt wron » becaufe they-, »

wefe to gain nothmg byit.. iThe chief error. in. the -conftitution

of their courts was, “that,. to- ﬁJPpQrL the expence of the court,y.
twenty-ﬁve per cent; of the fum avvarded WENt:to ifs- ufe‘ Inthe
mean trme, the gold of the eqﬁem, and the filver of the weltern
Woxld was ﬂowmg Wrthout mtermrﬁion into Indra, m return for'
her manufa@cures fo that (he wis contmually gamm ~and never:

lof ncr “In this condxtlon the- 1nhabrtants of- India were-ds- happy'
as wealth and 1ndu{’try can make men, - whoy. living -under- defpo-
tifm, feel every minute that. they depend. f for- their- recurrty upom
the vrrtueof others, and not on theirown, Bengal notwrthﬂand-
mg ‘all' her late fuﬁ'ermgs, Was, till. w1th1n thefe few - years the

moft wea]tny and populous counrry on “the face -of the’ ‘globé;-a
fure proof' that her government was not. fo.much abufed as has
.. been reprefented Had her condition been what it is at’ prefentgt .

her provinces: muﬁ long ago have become as. defert as the Can

i ."‘;«H .

Durrmr thrs perrod the Enghfh Ea(t Indra Company Was eﬂa-
1 fhed and vauous reuulatrons made by P”uhament and the Com-

» pany for the exercrfe of. its. Iunﬁrons BJt as n its mf’rrtutron |c

was i merely commercral cand- in” very pecuhar crrcumﬁances
all thofe reculatrons were adapted to the" interefts of commerce

and of a commerce which, in almoﬁ every partrcular, is now

cha'wed from its orromal condmon.

77 o
Upon the mvaﬁon of Nadrr Shah in the year 17 39, 'Whrch overs-

turned " the Mogul government, all’ this- fyfteni which would al+-

moft reconcile men to defpotrfm itfelf, drfappeared The Subahi:
dars- threw off their fubjeé’tron to the empire, - Other 'men too*

affumed the ftate of Subahdars by therr own'gr andeur, or mvadrngi

that of others: In confufions e who has the fword, can always

‘ command the purfe. ' T hefet'Sub‘ahdare‘ feized the office of the _,

Dewan, giving the care ofit, to officers appointed by thems

‘felves, and thus- united the civil; mtlrtary, and- fifeal powers in:
their own' petfons. To fecure their fafety; they were obliged to*
) marntam great arnies; but’as thefe were haftily -raifed, and not”

dtfcrplmed they. were "only terrible’ to the Prince and ‘his people;
and harmlef$ to his enemies, To fatisfy’ the démands of- thefé

Aarmxes, as well as'to fupport ‘the new' ftate they ‘had qﬁ'umed ‘the
mew prmces wete obhged to fleece their fubjeé’cs. \ They impofed® -

fidden taxes in fudden' exigencies, and’ kept them up when the

| exigency s was'over._ They increafed the rates of the rents* of the .

landholders and’ drﬁ‘egarded ‘their heredrtary rights; giving them

a power ‘to ‘relieve themfelves at the expence’ of” the ‘hufbandmen
“and the manufa&urers Mo[’r of the landholders bemo unable to
: pay the new demands the colleGion of the land-rents was put intg - -

the hands of the - Subahdar’s’ colle&or,, and the farmers of the re=

venue, to Whofe mercy the peoplé: were derrvered over, prOVrded

£

“the treafuries were filled. - At prefent’ ‘the hnf‘oanchnan inftead of -
dfawing three- fourths of the produce of hisland, isallowed only @
half, * #and even that half is expofed -to” the- mfolence of all im-
power. The power of ‘oppreflion is’ contmuaﬂy followed by the - _‘
corruptron andinfidelity of office;; and thefe- weré hurried on i,

their courfe, by an original cuftom of the empzre, that an mferror;‘

: cou}d not approach a ﬁ“rperror, upon buﬁnefs, Wrthout a- prefent‘i.

o ®e Mo Bolte 143
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234 mark of‘ his refpect. . The infecurity which thefe things pro-
'duced opened the gates to a-devouring ufur ¥, becaufe men would

:give any intereft to get money wherewith to fatisfy ‘their oppref-
fors, -and “the money-lender increafed the -rate of his intereft in

~proportxon to-the chanee of lofing his prineipal. The current rate
-of intereft, even where the fecurxty appeared good, rofe-to: ten
per cent. inthofe provinces.in which thofe diforders took place; but

“the. ufury. fell hardeft upon the defencelefs. hufbandmen, ‘who, in

Bengal, pay now,’ at leaft, :thirty-five per cent. for the money they
‘borrow for the. cultxvatlon of the ground. Yet even the profits of

- -ufury caufed not money to circulate ;. for. thafe who poﬁ"eﬂ'ed it, ei-

‘ther laid it up in chefts which they placed in firong caftles, orvefted

At in _)ewels, for the eafe of tranfportatxon with thelr perfons, or
- ‘buried it in the:carth, asa more fafe place ‘of - refuge

‘The c1v11
‘wars which followed-the deftru&tion. of. the Mogul empire, intro-
-duced a new abufe : for, as in times of pubhc diforder men com-
mit crimes with.impunity, many of thofe. who had money in thexr '

hands impaired the coin, which. they found it the more eafy:to do '

-on account of the :variety of the fpecie of which the current coin
-eonfifted ; and-this raifed up a new fet. of men to prey on.the mi-
feries of the pubhc, to wit, the exchangers of money, who had an
dinfinite advantage over all who ftood in need of it

An its p]ace came a monied mtere(’t confifting of colle&ors .of the
rents, -farmers of -the rents, -ufurers, and dealers in money and
exchange, :whofe lives -were fpent in opprefling the hufbandmen
and manufaGurers, and in fuffefing opp:eﬁions from the. Subah-
dar, and the officers of his court and armies, :in- return.

Thefe ufurpmg Suhahdars, -or Nabobs, Tike all other ufurpers, “
foon fellinto. quarrels with each other, and with thexr own fami- .
' lies ;

Thus the
“landed-intereft (if I.may ufe - Afuch an expreﬁion) difappeared,. and

T R T L o e A T TR T T T A O SR s oo
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lies 5 diffenfions, of whxch it was eafy for European- nations, by
their arts of war; and of pohcy, to take advantage. . :

Tt has been the fate of Fr‘ance, for a century ‘and a ha]f' pa’f to
be every where creating mifchicf, of which England has conti-
nually reaped the beneﬁt A French General in India, pomted

through the vveakneﬁ‘es and d1v1ﬁons of hcr new prmces The

- Nabobs of ‘Bengal . were,‘by dxﬂ'erent treatxes, obliged to cede
dlﬂ'erent provinces of their dommlons to the Eaf’c India Company

And by thelaft treaty, the oﬁice of the Dewan, ‘that is to fay, all
the Iand-rents and taxes of the Subahdar are transferred to 1t whllﬁ:
the exterior forms of the m1htary and c1v11 government reﬁde ina
‘Subahdar who is furrounded w1th your guards whofe mxm{’cers

© youa appomt and Whofe penﬁon you retrench whenever you thmk

proper: And to give, fecurity- to “you in-your office of Dewan

“in all. tlmes to come, and to the Subahdar in the hands of _your

fervants, in his office of Subahdar, during his life, you ‘and he

. got grants from a Prince who though he might be the right
_heir to the Mogul throne, was only a pretender to it, bemg an
“exile from his country, dependent upon your fervants, and whofe
‘-emplre itfelf was at an end R NS I 3

Th1s mode of § government has its advantages and dxfadvantages.

:. -Its advantages are chiefly two. Firft, It was intended to con-
‘ceal from foreigners, that the fovereignty of Bengal was transfer-
red to England, and perhaps from palhament, that it was tran{-
_,ferred to the Eaft India Company. 2dly,- The civil and mxhtary

. .powers, . conduéed under the authority of the Subahdar, preferved
‘ ~the old forms of government in the eyes of the conquered

Both advantages are now over, the dlfgulfe was too thm Fo-
\relgners and Englithmen equa]ly know, and the natives too fen-
D ' - fibly
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ﬁbly feef that 4il the pbwers of ‘the old gchmmént até i the
hands of your fervatits alone; who. abufe it as they pleafe; under
the cover of its bemg in thofe of another. .

The dzfadvantages af¢ the followmg

Przmo, As it fuppofes i givil and mxhtary part of thé go=-
‘vemment to bc in an “office whrch is ot confel red upon ‘the Com-
pany, to th thb oﬂme of Subahdar, and that the grant of thb

great oﬂices of S\ihahdai and Dcwan depends upon the will of &

prcrcnder to the Mogul thmnc it Teavés it open for other natiohs,
to play our 6Wn afts agam{’c ourfelVes, by obtammg a gfant of the
oﬁice of Subahdar, eithéi to thcmfelves or to any: Prlﬁce of the
coumry, and if this fhould be obtamed, it Would exther eﬁabhfh

4 real, not nominal double government in our provmccs, or expofc-
them to a civil ' war, I which the caufe of- rlght even upoa(

our owh prmcrples, muﬁ be upon the ﬁde of our enemxcs *

L3

"t[a Under the opportumtles w}nch the form ‘of a double go~

vernment prefcnts, all the former abufes of the Sabahdar governu
ment irave .been contmued and a doof opened to a hoft of new
ones. Only fome I will mention, becaufe heaven and earth cry
out agamﬂ: them. The innocent, whether Europeans or natives,

are, in their trade, perfons, and-even lwes at the mercy ‘of the
Prefident and Council, all over. the - bounds of the old govern-
ment; becau{é thc Subahdar Isin thClI‘ power, and '111 Wxtmn hlS

E Lord C]rves treaty, in Aumx& 1765, was pelfonal to the then Sub?hdar, and

fo fqr as regarded the 6fﬁce of Subahdar, ended wnh his life. The fuhfequent :

Subahdars ‘either i ‘got’ ‘confirmations frot the pretendxng emperour, or they:did not.
If they did," the emperour may give a grant to whom he pleafes on the prefent Su-
bahdar’s death ; 5 if he dld not conﬁrm them, he may at thls d’ly appomt any Subahdar

boands

(1w )

Bounds are in his,. * For the fame reafon; -the guilty,. and even ong:
Englifhman committing a crime ‘againft another, are fafe. w1thm
thofe bounds, if they have intereft with the Governour, ar Coup=
cil, to protect them. On the other hand,” when a native hrings &
fuit in an Englith court, in which any of your fervants in:power has:
an intéreft, the native, under pretence of fome trefpafs againft the-
laws of the country government, may be delivered over by the Pre-
fident or Council to.the officers of the Subahdar. Thus, in thrs
fyftem of confufion and tyranny, “twifted together the unJu{’c may;"
be fecured of impunity, and. the Ju(’c be expofed to pumfhment for
afkmg Juﬁrce :

3tio, The prefent form of govemment, thh all its dxfadvan«
tages, is maintained at amonﬁrous expence, when a ﬁmxlar form,
Wlthout its dxfadvantages, mlght be- mamtamed at a much lefs.

Such is the paft and the prefent ﬁate of Bengal In. pomtmg
out the contraft between tbem ‘1 mean not to arraign or to irri=
tate. ~ All violent’ revolutrons are accompamed with diforders 5.
becaufe, whlle the perfons who bring them about are not able at"
once to correé’c old abufes, the revolution itfelf gives a latitude for.
new ones, It'is not fair to impute the diforders. which accom-
pamed the late fucceﬁes to your predeceﬁors in office, who were
often obhged to;udge by the eyes of others : But, as faft as- parnal
evrls were pmnted out to them, they apphed partlal remediess .and .
the ftate of things was not fo well known, nor indeed fo well fixed,
“as to admit of general plans of equal legiflation. The perfons to-

- whom thofe fuccefles were chiefly due, are not perhaps to be blamed.

for their partialities to their.aflcciates; becaule they were obhged 1o

' comply with thofe, without whom they could not act. Thercwas no.

mjuﬁxce in playmo ufurpmg prmces agamf’c each other.. If our coun~-
trymen acted not withall the delicaciesof Enghfh honourinall thmgs,
it may perhaps be rcmembered that they a&cd againft men, who,




~without a p arlnmentary mtcrpoﬁuon ?

( rz )
‘they belreved would have preferved none towards’them, and in
ftorms where they mxght think:fuch delicacies were thrown away.
The’ plan of a ‘double -government, which was adopted, may be
_]ufhﬁed in perfons who had the fate of nations in .their hands; who

- were anfwerable to their country, at the perrl of their heads, for.

“what they did; and who might even b ftartled: at- the grandeur of
the acqurﬁnon in’ their power, and therefore ventured to grafp at

it only by halves.” Nations, in - making encroachments upon their
: nerghbours, generaﬂy hang out falfe colours 5 can we be furprifed

if-individuals do the fame thing ? *Some gratrtude {urely is due to

“thofe who, by Roman arts and Roman valour, gained as great an

emprre to an Englith company of merchants as Scipio, or Marius,

r' Lucullus, or Pompey, or Ca;/czr galned to lmpeual Rome,
Some gr at;tude to them is due even from India; for a nation may
be fo loft to virtue and order that its only chance of recovery lies
in' the juftice and- wrfdom of :its conquerors. If in the intoxica-
tion, which, though not the pardonable, is. the contmual attendant
of fuccefs, injuftices have been done by any. ~of your fervants to
individuals, it is in your power to repair them. Reﬁore them to
their honours : That will coft you nothing. Put it in their power
to recover their fortunes, by reinftating them .in therr former or

fuperior flations. It would be well for England, “and for Indra, if
~all, forgrvmg the faults which almoft all have committed, would

unite in making the provifions for the futare happinefs of Indra,

the atonement for the paﬁ outrages they have commxtted agamft
her *. : : .

* Amoncr the foremoft intitled to reparatron is Mr, Bolts, was it for no other
reafon, than on account of the obligations which the pub]xc has to him, “for brmg-
ing the affairs of India, by his late publication, - fo fully before its tnbuna]

,The gentlcman who writes thefe fheets, has heard with great pleafure, that, before
the pubhcatron of Mr Bolts’ book, though probably unknown to him, the Drrec-

- tors had fent orders to Indra to check many of the abufes comp]amed of in his baok.

But the queftion flill recurs: Can the abufes bc pre\ented, m all time coming,

The -

~

( 13
" The heads which I hall prefume to fubmit .to your conﬁd(:m
ratlon, are, : 4

1. The regulations of government; comprehending the politi-

cal, civil, and military eftablithment.

2. Of propelrty-;‘ ‘comprehending land, revénue, and rnoney..

And lvaﬂ'iy,‘ Of -the:pt'ivilegesof_ the (_Jonlpany.

- Previous Obfervations.

1. The bulk of mankind are governed in their opinions not by

‘reafon; but by authority ; and the ftrongeft of all authorities is

that which has the ftamp of antiquity upon ‘it: hence is derived
the prejudices of all “nations in favour of their own governments,
manners, and laws, A nation which would preferve its con-
‘queft, with the will of the conquered, muft carefully preferve the

“old forms of government, - although it cloath them with new
powers ; affront in nothing the old manners; and, while it intro-

‘duces new laws, which" new circumftances require, thould leave
the inhabitants in poﬂ'eﬁion of their old ones.  Conquefts, not ac-
companied with extnpatron, have in all ages been fecured or loft,

according as thefe rules have been obferved. or. negleted. Upon
this account, had it been poffible to preferve the forms of fove-
reignty in the perfon of an- Indian- Subahdar, without expofing
the interefts of your Company, and of the natives, to the confu-
fions of a double government, that mode would have been the moft

eligible. But as that is impofiible, a fingle government fhould be -
eftablifhed in your Company, but cloathed in the old forms ofan ™ -

Indran government ; and to g’un the aﬁ’cetrons of the natwes their
E cox‘dmon
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condition fhould, ‘as far as is confiftent with good policy, be

v bzouvht back to the eafy ftate which they enjoyed before the Mo~

O'lll empn‘e was overtumed

. While the new regulations are calculated to pay féfpe& to-

: tlﬂe ancient ufaves of the Indians, they thould be contrived to re-

lieve them from any of the miferies with which - -any of thefe
ufages were attended, and to accuftom them to fly for that 1ehef' :

to the laws and courts of their conquerors. -

3. Itis almoft an_impoffibility that the regulations of a Com~
pany which was 1nf’ututed folely to’ condué’c trade, can be proper
for the direGion and prefervatzon of a great conqueft, -becaufec the
objets and operauons of trade and government are altogether-dif-
ferent ; the one aiming always at {mall things, and by {mall
means ; the othe1 at great things, and by g great means

But if the flate of the commerce be chanoed from what i it ori~
ginally was in almoft every cxrcumﬁance, the original regulanons
muft be altered in many things, even for the fake of the commerce:

if,

GOVERNMENT

Compfeéeddzﬂg the Political, Civil, and Mlztaf:y
Eﬂaé[ /imzem%

THE great defet of your govemment in the Eaﬁ Indxes, mde--
pendent of the late defeds arifing from a double government 15,

that the lem’htwc, executive, Jumcnl fifcal, and military
. powers,
z

itfelf, independent of the fecurity of the conqueft combined with. -

g (o13)

powers, are all- Iodged in the fame perfons; and tlmt thofe perfons
have, morcover, an intereft in the objects of tbcu powers. . The
Prefident and Council make the law. ‘They enforce that law. The)r
judge of it ; for with regard to “criminal jurifdi&ion, they are
Juﬁlccs of peace, and commiffioners of oyer and terminer and gaol
delivery,  and name the fheriffs, and confequently the juries, fo
that they are at once accufers and judges ; and with leoald to civil
jurifdiion, they, upon vacancies, appointall the Judges,’ e'ccept
thofe who cannot decide mattels above forty fhillings ; they re-
move them*, and upon an appeal they are a court of der;zzer
refort, from which no appeal lies in cafes under - four hundred
pounds. - . They regulate the -revenues ; for by . their oﬁiceis they
fix the quantum of the land- rents to be exaé‘ced T hey command
the tloops. And though the chief objects of tth power are trade
and xevenue, they are engaved in trade in their own names, and
are faid to have an intereft i in the colleéhon of the revenues by
their Bmy:zm, who ferve i in the double capacity of \,olleé’cors for
the Company, and of fervants to them. :

if human invention can contri\}e a {yftem of government more

open to abufe, i am oxe'\tly mlﬂaken

The union of the executxve, legxﬂauve, Judlcxal and mlhtary

powers in one man, or body of men, form a complete fyftem of

defpotxﬁn + The _)uné’cxon of the Juchcxal and ﬁfcal powers in the -

Pel ;ODS

* Upon removal, the Judge indeed has an appeal $o England ; but the higheft
]udce s (alary is only twenty -five pounds, and it is not woxth h's while to bring an

appeal. .

+ Hear the words of Montefquieu on this fubje&. < Thc political liberty oﬁ
_ e the fubje&, is-a tranquillity of mind arifing from the opinion each perfon bas of

¢ his
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perfons of thé Roman knwhts, in the | provmces, 1'umed the Ro-

man provinces, * Both united in the pelfons of merchants, is de-
) -

firo@ive in thelaft degree to your commercial interefts, How
could the Km(rs taxes be paxcl in England or trade foutith, if
ihe colle@ors and commlﬁmners of excife were all compofed, of
bzewe:s the board . of cuftoms, with' their officers, - were en.
gaoed in the trade of exports and imports ; and the twelve judges
of England were manufacturers, thopkeepers, merchants, brokers,

dealérs’ in exchange changers of money, mﬁnels and money~
lendels at unhmlted ufury ? ’ :

[N

€8 His t , \ ‘
hlS fafety. “In ordel to have thls liberty, it is uqunﬁte the oovemment be fo
« conflituted, as one man need not be afraxd of another

¢ e W | on ’
hen the legiflative and executive powers are united in the fame perfon, or -

¢ in the fame body of magxf’uates, there can be no hbert/ 5 becaufle apprehenﬁons
c« _may anfe, left the fame momrch, or fcnate, fhould ena@ tyzanmcal laws t
‘f execute them j ina tvranmcal manner. e ‘ ’ e g
(“ i Again, there is no liberty if theJudxcxaly power be not feparated from the le-
glﬂatxve and executive. . Were it joined with- the lcmﬂauvc, the life and libert
_ :: z;f theliubje& would be expofed to arbltrary controul, for the ]udge would b);
_ ¢ then the legiflator ; were it joined to the executlve power, thc Jud ¢ might b
¢ have with violence and oppreflion. o . A ¥ Ig i
¢¢ There would bean end of every thing were the fame man, or the fame&od
¢ whether of the nobles or of the people, to exercife thofe three powers ; that Zi"'

¢ eﬂa&lno laWS that Of e);eC 4 t pu ll € alld Of tr l]l {
utl“ he b C T folutlcﬂs
3 3 j g the Cau €8s

« Mo{’c i’mcdoms
in
]iurope e'on a moderate oovemment, becaufe the Prince

:: ’\;v‘hol:s invefted with the two firft powers, lcaves the third to his fubjects. " In

‘ urkey, where thefe three powers are united in the Sultan’s perfon, the fub
je€ts groan under the moft dreadful oppreflion,” - S
The effects of- defpotifim upon man, and confequently upon the interefts of na-

tions, and of all public bodies, are better analyfed in a pamphlet lately publifhed,

lntltled €« T (loug]lts on our ACq $ -
ulﬁthnS n the Eaﬁ Indle »
“l - 3 than cven by 1\’10“_

The

(17 )

The executive power fhould therefore be lodged in the Prefi-
dent of Calcutta, under the controul of the D;rcé‘cozs or - Company
at large. "All a&ls of ftate fhould run in hxs name. He fhould
have the power of declaring war, fending ambafladors, ordering
the iffue of treafure for public purpofes, pardoning criminals, with
the other common fun¢tions of the executive part of government.
He fhould have the title of Subahdar, with all the pomp of a
Subahdar’s court 5 and, to preferve the old forms of government in
the eyes of the natives, the different oﬂicero of the Company
might have the titles of the corlcfpondent OﬁlCCS * in the countly
But to. remind the new Subahdar that he is mortal and may be
called to an account, no order that he gives {hould be obcyed
unlefs it be in writing ; and all his oxdets thould be 1ecrlﬁeled in

a private daily regifter, - kept by a proner 6fficer,” with the reafons

~fubJomed which -induced him to give the order ; and this 1601f‘ er

fhould bc tranfmltted annually to England

The legxﬂatwe power, or that of makmg 1aws, ﬂaould be loaged
with a Great Council e”cabh(hed at Calcutta, which fhould af-
femble once a-year at a ftated t1me, fit there for a certain number
of days, and be affembled at any other time when the Prefident
thinks . the -public fervice requires it. The Counc:l fhould be
compofed of deputies from a certain number of Councils’ to be
eftablithed in Bengal by the Company, and the numbers of ‘the

Vdeputxes be proportxoned to the importance of their Councils.

Every deputy fhould have an equal voice with another,

* It wou‘d not be diﬁicult‘for thofe who have fplit one government into two, to
reduce two into one. 'The confent of the Subahdar, and of the pretender to the

1\/_[ogu1 throne, may be got to the one in the fame. way by which’it was to the .

other; and, in return,-the Subahdar may have as many guards, eunuchs, and dan-
cing-girls, ashe pleafes. Forexgn nations, who have fubmitted to our exertion of
the (ovcrelgnty, wxll not quarrel with us for affuming the forms of it. -
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" Upon the laws made by this council there thould be two nega-
t1ves, the one in' the Prefident, the other in the DireGors, or

General Company. If the Prefident.affents, the law fhould have

force until it receives a negative from England, But no law af-

feé’cing life or limb fhould be good, until confirmed in England,

Before ‘the annual General Council - meets, ; or the Prefident
occaﬁona]ly calls one, he thould write to the Provmcml Councils
an account of the bufinefs he is to lay before them ;.or where it is -

of fuch a nature as to require fecrefy, he fhould inform them of
that cxrcum{’cance “The deputies fhould carry - with them the
oplmons of their own ‘Councils in writing, to be laid before the

Great Council ; butthould follow them or not according to their’

heﬁ_yudcment upon hearing the fentiments of others at the Ge-
neral Council, -
the Council, the deputies may propofe what bufinefs they think
proper. Every deputy is to regifter his opinion, with his reafons,
to be tranfmltted annually to England N -

The dehbelatxons of the Council fhould be open, unlefs where:
the Pleﬁdent thmks that fecrefy is required ; and even in thatcafe

a ‘majority of the Council may order the doors to be thrown open 3

and any man, hy himfelf or his counfel fhould beat l1berty to be- \

heard againft any law th'\t is paﬁng

The Prefident and the Council, jointly, fhould manage the
commetoial interefts of the Company in Bengal, .and alfo the in-
terefts of the Company, fo far as thefe are connected with their
other governments and ‘dominions in India ; but fhould nelther of
them be engaged in trade, or the colletion of ‘the revenues, by

_themlel‘.es, or by OthClS for them; nor (hould they be judges. .-

Thc

Beﬁdes the bufinefs which the Prefident lays before’

King *.

( w9 )

The Pref' dent and two thxrds of ‘the Councils fhould be named

by the Company, the remammg ‘third - of the Councils by the
King, and one third of the deputies at the General Council thould

be named by that part of the Council which was named by the .

The omce of ‘Prefident fhould be during the pl'eafure of the

Company ; and of the Council,. fhould be during the pleafure of’
the King and of the Company refpectively.- - The Council fhould;
fll up their own vacancies by ‘ballot, . but have no power to force~

any perfon to accept.

" The eleion. {hould ftand good,. if ‘anew:

nomination does not come: from the King or Company refpec--

vacancy

‘ Men, ‘ originally good, are fometimes intoxicated by. fuccefs, and:

: nvely, bv the return of the ﬂeet which carries an.account of the:

men, originally bad, fometimes have the power to conceal that;
they are fo. -The Councils therefore thould have a ught to purge:

 their focieties by throwing out uaworthy members from- amongﬁ:

them’; but “a very large proportion of the Council,. fnch as_four
fifths, . fhould cencur in t‘neJudoment, and thele ﬂlOUld he 1no ap-i
peal from it. H,e whovhas loft the good opinion of fom ﬁfths of

‘ ‘ ’* If the Preﬁdent was named by the ng, two- thirds of the Councnl would pro=.-

.bably oppofe hlm, under the common pretence, ‘or mxﬁake, that they were dem.

fendmg their employers rights in oppoﬁng the fervant of the Crown, Beﬁdcs, an

Preﬁdcnt named by the Crown would be an unfit. perfotl to preﬁde at the manage-
ment- of'the commercial interefts of the Company. : ~

.1 have heard it objefled, That the powers of the Preﬁdent are too gre"tt to be-
mtruﬁed in any one perfon ; and. th'lt it would be fafer to lodge them with threc -
perfons, whofe refolutlons fhould be direted by a majority. But the experience
of all ages rnay thew us, that as a bad man is genera]]y a coward he is more afraid”

to do wrong when he alls fingly, than when he can fereen himfelf behmd othersu

hﬁr

~
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. fubjc‘t of it lies.-

, (20 ) - ’
his acquaintance, has forfeited thc rights of human nature. This
check -would keep in awe the bad, but, mﬂame dle good with
a high-and genefous pudc, the Vcry bef’t quahty wlncn a ma;

- can poIchs :

In matters of private property or injury, the Freﬁdent Counx -

c:l, and Judvcs thould be anfwerable to the Company’s “courts
ofjufucc For their . public :condu&, - the Preﬁdcnt and Coun-

;- and- hxgher)udges :hereafter to.be mentxoned fhould be an-
fwexable in England only to the ng s courts, at the m{’cance of
the private party. . Butto prevent the private party, or Company,

from fcreening oﬁ'endel s, .the Attorney General of Ifngland thould

have a power of profecuting either in the Kmo s Bench, or bcfoze

~the King and Council, not only wrongs done to private pelfons,

under colour of authority, but for difobedience of the Company s
}awful 01ders, and “for breaches.of covenants by their fcwahts, and

other of‘enpes againft the charters -of the Company~ ST U

~With 'regé‘xd" to courts of juftice,’ ihey fhould be both pro{rina

cidl and fupxeme The ‘Bengal provinces fhould: be divided into
A numbel of diftri&s, perbaps thuty " Qver each of thefe ajudge
“fhould be qppomted with pOWCIS fimilar -to thofe of . the-ancient
* fheriff in England, .or. the plefcnt fheuf“ in Scotlmd He fhould,
under the title of Zemmdhax kecp }ns court one. week in ﬁx,‘

and judge in .all caufes w1thm his diftrict. | If he is abfent durmg
the five weeks of recefs, and execution is needed, apphmtxon may

be made to one of the nelghbourmg Zemindhars, who, for that
‘ purpofe,} muf’c contnve their. revolutxons {o, that in every fix

diftriGs one judge {hould be contmually fitting.” ' But the- htlga-
‘tion itfelf muit always be commenced in the dlf’cr'& in Wluch the

) : _ SR The
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- “The Englith Zemindhar fhould judge between European and

“European, and between Eutope’m and native.; All foits below -

‘twenty pounds fhould be determined in prefcncc of this provmcxal

judge by two ar b1trators chofen by the pqrtles ; and, where thefe

difagree, by an umpire to affift them named by the judge, but
“who muft be acceptable to the parties; for if that umpire is ob-
jected to by either, each may name one, and the preferenée be

left to lot : And the judgment fhould be ﬁnal Thls is a mode of

determination much pxaé’rlfed by the natives ¥ ; and we need not
be afhamed to learn fome laws from a peoplc who had laws fome
thoufands of yewrs before we had any.

In C1V11 queftions above twenty pounds, the Engh{h Zemmd« .

har fhould judge by himfelf, and, as is the pra®ice in the Com-
pany’s fettlements, without a jury.

At Calcutta there' thould be‘ a court of twelve fupreme judges,
‘to determine upon civil, criminal, and revenue matters, whofe

office thould be for life. - Thefe fhould go circuits, two judges

upon each circuit, and difputes between Europeans, or between
Europeans and natives, above twenty pounds, be broaght before
them, either by appeal from the Englith Zemindhar ; or, in the

. firft inftance, to be determined dire@ly before them, and, except
- in criminal matters, without a jury. If they find difficulty in the
‘ cafe, they may carry it for afliftance before the great court at -

‘Calcutta. If the caufe comes by appeal from- the Englith Ze-

mindhar, the Judgment at -the circuit fhall be final within five

‘bundred pounds ; bm: aboye that fum, fubJe to appeal to Eng-
~land within a limited time. : - -

By thls confhtutxon, thc thlee greqt obJeé’cs of law, cumes
: plopexty, and revenue, are committed to the hands of one court

and the powers of common law and equity are likewife conjoined -

~in it. This is done for the fake of that ﬁmphclty and facnhty which
# Mr, Holwell’s Indian Tra&s, page 137,
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is neceffary to gain the confidence of new fubje@s, But if this be-
thought a defed, the Judges may-be divided into three courts, like.-

- thofe of Wei’cmmﬂ'er-Hall and'a Chancellor appomted

The Zemmdhar in his provmce, and the fupreme _]udges in-
their circuits, fhould have an equal number. of Indian aﬁ"eﬁ"ors
fitting with them in court, to give them information. concerning.

~ the law and ufage of Indm, when the dxfpute Is conne&ed with.

thefe, and to ferve as mterpleters°

Thc courts of the Enghfh Zemmdhal, and the fupxeme court

thould have each an dcczjaior Publicus, like the Attorney- Gene--

ral, to profecute crimes for the public; when the private party-
neglects it.  He thould be appointed by. the Prefident of Calcutta,
and no other accufer, in thefe courts, be allowed

Criminal profecitions may . be brought, in the firft mftance,
cither before the Englifh' Zemindhar, or. the fupreme courts at-
their circuits; | But i in all criminal cafes, : the_]udge thould proceed
by a jury; f01 the j jury. in.criminal cafes was.the thought. of a-

God, in pity to-mankind.. In critinal® ‘profecutions: agamft anas .

tive, one half of thej Jury fhould be natives. M. Vanfittart ufed-

to give this prmlefre to the natxvcs, ‘.nd lns mmnory is adored
amongft them’ for it T o

Tpc veldlé’c of a Jury ina crlmlml cafe (hou]d be ﬁnal except
in cafes of death ; and n ‘thefe an appeal {hould lie to Tnglmd

VVhen a Briton fuffers death, it ﬂlould be’ Wlth unufual pomp |

and formahtlcs of juftice, fo as to ftrike the natives with the i im-
portance of . the life that is facuﬁced and, in theu pxty for the
iuﬁ'erer makc Lhem forget thc crimes of Ins cou.ltrymen

There thould be no juftices of p peace There are four thoufand
_Juducs in Flance and perhaps ten txmes that number in China.

5 R The

(23 )

The confequence is; that, in thefe countries, .courts: of juttice are~
fhops of venality for injuftice:- Mr. Vanfittart’s narrative prefents:
a cruel pi&ure, how the little. -powers of little men may. be abufed,.

when there is nothing to. oppofe them...

The theriff thould -be named By the Britith inhabitants within:
the provincial diftrict, or. ‘perhaps his duty mxght be mtruﬁed to:

the provincial Zemindhar.

Pelhaps it‘would be found for-the advantaoe of the Company,;
and of -all thofe who refide- in their dommlons that ‘appeals for
Indian “affairs in England: fhould be heard by a particular court of
commiffioners to be eftablifhed for the decifion of Indian appeals, -
- whote decifions-thould be annually ‘reported, and- pubh‘hed by- ml:;
officer under the direction of the court. The fatwu?s of -the pre=

fent great courts of law are alrcady t00’ gxeat

The ﬁrf’c nomination of Zemmdhars and fupxeme Judges ﬂaouldf’fi “
be made by the ng, or, if people will ‘not ‘truft a foverexgn-f
who is bound by the laws ‘as well as- themfelves, it mxght sbe made -

by the Chancellor “and " twelve judges.- Vacancies : among. the-

Zemindhars fhould be filled up by the fupreme:judges of Calcutta,:

who, from their circuits,” muft be beft able. tOJudge of ‘the qua=~

lifications of practitioners.  The offices: of thefe Zemindhars::
thould be revokable. by the )udgec "The vacancies of the fupreme
court. {hould ‘be filled up by tie” ‘Prefidentof Calcutta and ftand -
good, unlcfs recalled on the return of the next ﬁeet, by the ng‘j
or Comp'my Jefpeé‘uvely, the Ki ing havmc one nomxmtion out of
- three. The commxﬁ]onas of Indlan appealo at London 1f that -
mode of appeal mail b\, Lnofen, fhould be 3H701nted bv the ng .

The ev1dence nd hc’\ds of the awument, in-all Judmal _pro«

ceedings :above twenty pounds: value, fhould: be recorded 'm.."

be intitled to credit in England. .

The -

A RS MGG or

ey gt stz
ZrT e e e ey e

e b o PR e




(o240

4 QR R Sae B . . Cae - X
The'evidence, in writing, thould be figned by the witnefs oty
} d s ks

~when -he “cannot : write, by the ‘clerk ‘in court,- or: commiffioner

-under'the court ;: and ‘the he L the mrmrinand ey A fea £
urt ;¢ and ‘the heads of - the argument thould be figned .

:by the counfel, or other perfons whom the partEES'émploy' :

. T . . . . . .n Y - . e ‘. . B .

. I\]ojudge, or barrifter, in his-own name, ior by others for hifmn
. 1 “fr 1 It ' i ¢ :
‘fhouldbe engaged in - trade, or in the colle@ion of the revenues:;

~and no judge thould be of the Council. .

,zi‘Dl.‘{pfx_tics' between :the natives themifelves ﬂxc-illd"be decided by
.the Qrdlqaz'y courts of the country, and by the laws of- the coun-
‘try; . but an appeal fhould lie, cither to the Indian affeflors of

\

P

. Complaints againtt ‘the -Indian ijudgés, of - aﬁeﬁbrs,for éblufem

of oﬁi;ej fhould be tried by the twelve Judges,and their afleffors
formed into one court. . The profecutor thould be on']y the privat; |

injured par
mages, :

fy: But when he fails, :he fhould pay full cofts and da-
. ~The'Indian g().i'érﬁfxlént -’lhaying fibfifted for thoufandsof :};éérs:‘
in great pl’Ofpel.‘I.ty,l there muft be ecither written laws in . that
country, or traditionary ufages ;. and ‘thefe muft be either genéral
through Bengal, or particular in .partic‘dléf',:ldif’cri&é; They

ﬂ;ggl@all be colle‘éftfed ‘in:to‘ codes, for the ufe both of Indians and -
- Europeans; and in the fame manner, a fho'.‘rtﬂcbde of ’t.hofe. Eng

lith laws, which are more immediately in ufe in India, ‘thould be

~ colleCed, tranflated Toed ot s
'fcﬁ'of.\ , »-#ad Jodged Wlth‘ t%]'e Igdxan JUdgC,S and af-

It

[N

- :thc; fupreme judges at the circuits, or “to all thefe afféfors formed
,fnto Aong cou;-t;gt-CaIckutta, z}nd in both cafes, -‘o‘ne of the Englith |
; Judges; thul.d \;(it”a.s afleflor. '_ The affeffors and Indian judges‘fhoulcvi
all be .?{Ppom{tl:ed by :the . fupreme -judges at. Calcutta, .and -their -
-commiflions. fhould  be revokabi b ir , Englith
judges, “.o- oo - :é, Y _fWTOA thllds Ofthe Enghih

“OWn.

"u'fégés of their provin

« we are defirous to conquer in fuch a manner,

~ the Englifh laws,

( 25 ).

Tt is no new thing to fee the fame nation governed by two

-~ fyftems of laws, or even to {ee different provinces governed by dif-

ferent ufages. The German nations who conquered France, and
frtled in it, left the-inhabitants their laws, but retained theit
The Tartar princes who conquered China, affumed the
government, but made one half of the judges Tartar, and the
other Chinefe. The. old French princes colleGted the different
ces into codes, and gave them the force of
laws in. the provinces from which they were colleGed. Thefe
were glorious words of Theodoric King of Italy, though a Barba-
rian prince, when marching into Gaul. ¢ It is my will, that
<« the Roman laws be followed. Let other kings delight in the
¢ plunder and devaflation of the towns which they have fubdued,
{ that our fubje«fts
¢ {hall lament their having fglleh too late under our government.”

Thefe codes and forms. of prOCedure will for a-while embarrafs

the niati§¢s of India, but they will foon find out, that thefe embar-

rafsments are the price which they pay for the fecurity of their

_ properties and perfons.  Will they complain of the protetion of
at the fame time that they are allowed to enjoy
the laws of their anceftors ; they who are at prefent in a ftate of
nature, and without all law, except that which depends upon the

- will of the firongeft? No: They will receive your regulations like

¢the behefls of a divinity.

* Yet three alterations may be made in their ufages, to reniind

them of their obligations to their conquerors.

~ 1ft, No prefent fhould be permitted to be given by 2 vifitor,
upon bufinefs, ,above" the value of a rupee\. Secondly, The Indian

courts fhould not be permitted to exad 23 per cent. from him
H ' - who

SIS

aTe

=

e

v o et anam e

e R e

B\
e R A



barring them from trade ; yet perhags
lofers, A merchant’s a8

‘thcmfe"vcs, and furnifh him with th

(26 )
~who fues for a debt, and obtains it, becaufe this gives the judge
an mtele[’r to give the caufe for the fuitor. And laftly, -all trials
for corp oml pumfbments (hould bF’ by_;m

The r°vcnues fheuld be codei’ccd by a boa*d and ofticers og reve-
nue, fimilar to me boards of revenue in England. They fhould not

')cnemb ers of the council, or judges, nor interefled in trade, or in

the colle¢tion of the revenues for their own account. They fhould
take their direGions norn and be under the cognizance of, the
‘Prefident and Council, as managers of the Con npany’s commercial
comerns, 'md even .hc firft board, with its OfHCCIS, fhould - be

appointed by them, who are much better judges of the talents of
accovrptanfs than of Iawyux.

The Prefident, Counc:l, Enahﬂ) and- Indmn rdges Indnn affe(-

fors, Commiffioners of appeals, at London, if thefe are Qdopled

and Commiffioners of revenue, with all the officers of thofe va-

rious departments, fhould receive falarics from the . Company

duited to tbeu— mnk and -in India, calculated not -only to fup-

port their rank, but to found a fortune - Can we be furprized

that the ftreams of ,ul”um are couupt When a fupr eme judge’s

falas 1y is only tw cntw-n ¢ pounds a-year, at (,mcu ta, where the

-rent of his houfe colts him thre umdxcd

Ina 1‘0114115& of fo Great confcouenw, a flrong military force

fhould be kept up, one-third of whofe officers, as they fall,

5, ]
thould be appointed under the King’s authority, and two-thirds
-+ People may flare at 1hc idea of giving large falaries to the council, and of de-
8, enthe whole, the Compa ny ml";u rot be
irs weuld thrive ill, if his clerks could fell his gco

do to ~
¢ir goods in return, . To fave cxpence to the
crs of the members of the councils might be mmm*ﬂ

(>3

i.ounap), the number

under
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under that of the Dire&ors; but the whole fhould receive their
orders from the Prefident of Calcutta, in the fame way that the
army takes its orders from the Sovereign in England.  If thearmy
was to be put under the ‘command of the council, the lofs of the
conqucﬁ: would as cer*am]y follow, asthe thadow {ollows’_tnc bo-
dy*. The troops fhould be ]&ept feparate from each otlier, ex-
cept in times of actual war, and the: generals {Lould frequently be

changed. If the troops were kept together, and the fame generals.

always command them, your fovereignty in India would be
of thort duration, 'This d'mger alone is a good reafon for giving
the nomination of {o many of the officers  to the crown, becaufe
officers appointed by the crown, are from intereft or merit, con-
_tinually fhifting from regiment to regiment, and from one coun-
try to another. In the field, in time or.r war, . the gcngm_i 'ﬂloulld
appdint the officers, and all the operations of .thne war, m,1 t.ae
field, be left to himfelf. Hiftory is full of misfortunes which

# For the following reafons: 1ft; Bodies of men are continually fluctuating in

£

their oplmons, whereas the fuccafs of an army (prGi"dS upon the ’{munefs ©
its operations.

" 2d, Bodies of men fall into fal r'ti'*ns, and the generals mcxe"ﬁ them, -Thiswas-

the cafe of Rome, of the Englith Republic after the amth of Chatles the Firfl, and
of Bengal when Mr. Vanfitrart prefided.

: cuftomed . s even by, °
2d, Councils proveke armies who are accuftomed only to command ;° cven by
3ds & | : en by

the gravity and formalities of t.‘e;r proceedings.  The deputation of the Roman-
gravity o 2

T oindl hem with
’ silamed them with a
- Senate to Ceeler’s army, not to p._{s the Rubicon, only inflan ih 2

' [ ght i e.. And the refolutions of -
defire to do what perhaps they had not thought of befure. !

b ed their march

the Heufe of C,ommons, againft h Republican armies, only haftencd th 1
to London. i - o
ion i army; becaule

Lallly, Senates of mexcmu!‘ profeflions break the fpirit of an army it

i er their intereft to its glory.  The Fiench.
they refpect it not encugh, and prefer their own intereft to its ¥,

] in the year 1672, and the ignomi ia's fight of thy ir army
Conquett of Holland, in the year 1672, and the igneminiou !

» f 2y n vin 3o ~ o £ d .
0O [s) 103 w o O r o l ( ay 1o l Ciouy
ut tﬂe b(xt” r ntey ), WCre ing toa CA cu IﬂQ( NCL A f hi 5 ) 1

in the Dutch regiments, which are ﬁ“. d with officers who were m'mm) rvants

i e uu regiments,
to Burgomalters, or with their relations, who hardly cver faw t} ¢ t
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( 28 )
have arifen from f{ubje@ing gencrals, who ouc>ht beft to under-
ftand the art of war, to the dire¢tions of perfons who cannot un-
vder[’cand it at all*, ~ '

PR O PERT Y
Confifting of Land, Rew;zue, and Momgy

“Some of the lands in Bengal are ftill held in inheritance, others
nupon temporary grants, and others are allotted to the purpofes of
charity and religion. The reft having been formerly the property

of the emperors, and after'wards of the ufurping Nabobs, and, in

# The Athenian and Spartan generals were continually embarraffed in their
-operations by the councils at home. ~ The Roman confuls aéling, ‘when abroad,
without controul, conquered the world. Modern free flates, aware of this, have
"been obliged to place one perfon at their heads, to give force to the external power
_of the ftate.  When the power committed ‘tothis head has been (mall, as in the
Ttalian republics, the conquefls have been either fmall orloft. When it has been

confiderable, asin Holland and England, the national efforts have been glonous, :

and their empire extended in other quarters of the globe, when thcu‘ fituation

debarred them from conquering around themfelves, .When the force of this power

is dnmmxfhcd and transferred back to fenates, the external force of the ftate finks
with it. Holland, fince the death of King William, is aninftance of this. - The
ftrength of the Ehgliﬁi republic is no contradiion to the propofition ; for all the
force of the flate was vefted in Cromwell, Evéry where we find bad effeéts of con-
trouling generals by any councds, except thofe which they themfelves chufe. Two
Dutch deputies appointed by a fenate checked the career of the Duke of Marl-
" borough’s progrefs to the conqueft of France, and the councils of King Charles
in Spain, which to him were controuling fenates, becaufe he was dependant upon
them, prevented the conqueft of Spain by Lord Peterborough; juft in the fame

" way as the Ephon of Sparta ftopped Agefilaus in that of Afia. Perhaps the con-

traft in the military fuccefles of Lewis XIV, between ‘the former parts of his

réign and the laft ten years of it, was owing to a new fpecies of council erefted in

Madame Maintenon’s clofet. = » 7 A
. A - the
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‘the end, becomi¢ the prey of the ufurers and tax-gatherers, whofe
‘pofleffion of the rents;’ arife only from the {ufpenfion of all order,

may now juftly be faid to be the property of the Company.  This

diftribution of the land; ‘points. out:a way:to thefettlement of it,

W1thout the exertion of force on our pnt of murmars on that of

-our new fubJe&s. PV PO T RS

‘:_='.T he Company cughtﬁto ‘confirm. alt:the Ahere‘ditary., and-tems
porary -rights of land-property, - together - with - thofe of . lands
deftined to public ufes, upon a condition of an additional land-
rent of five or ten per cent. in retum for the iecumty granted by the

Three fouxths of the 1emamder ihould be kept in thc hands of

‘thc Company, but without a power of remoying the hu{bandmen,

{o lorig-as they .pay. their rent..- The rents thould be collected by
the officers ‘of. the board ‘of revénue. The: extent of the rents

“impofed upon the different {pecies of lands, thoyld be calculated fo

as to transfer to the Company the intermediate profits, which the

officers of the ‘Subahdar, the ufurers. and money- changers, ‘made
“under the government of the ufurping Subahdars ; but leaving to
'the hufbandman as much as will mamtam his famzly, and enable

=double of that maintenance. By thlS proportlon of the proﬁts of

the land, added to the profits of his, manufaé‘cure, in which he

can be employed more than one half of the year, he wnll be more
“independent a and more happy than any peafant on the face of the
“.globe. 'What the proper rent fhould be upon the dxfferent fpecxes
-of lands, and their different fpecies of producc, upon this plan, it
‘will not be-difficult for men who have common humanity and
common fenfe, to- ﬁnd out. Even from the few fa&s we have from

I : India,
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'Indxa, relative : to “any thing connected thh political - ceconomy,.
a guefs may:be formed of the great additional revenue the Com- -
‘pany ‘might obtain,: by intercepting the . profits of . the ufurers,
’exeharxgers,‘f and-officers- of : the : Subahdar, -and' by makiog ‘the
people, * who -were: formerly " expofed " to - their rapines, indepen-
dent. Mr, Holwell, formerly Governor of Bengal ¥, . afferts,
that « the revenues of the lands are very nearly in a qmdruple
“, propomon tosthe rentsiof -them.” - M. - Frafer: gives us the
revenues of the three Bengal provinces in -t the year 1707, which
amounted to three millions  three hundred “and fifty-eight thou-
fand ‘one ' hundred and feventy-eight pounds feventeen thillings
and fixpence, ata time when the hutbandman was allowed, . iipon
lthe ftaple artxcle of rice, four fifths of the produce of the ground,’
clear of expe'lces, as the reward of - his mauﬁry “From .the’ re-
port of Mr. Johnfton, chief of Burdwan, it appears, that near one
fifth of ‘the ‘land - of : that’ provmce iwas 'poflefled * by . fraudulent
grants; ‘andt paid 'no rent. Mr. Holwell’s letters exhibit: fcenes of
frauds in the colleétxons, ‘aftonifhing to Englifimen. :: From thefe
fadts people are enabled to form- a judgment, .what vaft revenues
the Company’ may draw: from India, by taking the huﬂ)andmeu
and manura&urers, who “are ‘nineteen parts of twenty.in every
nation, -out of the- h?nds of then oppreHo;s, and by makmg thema
rxch "md nappy I B Dl s ey Eg e

DRSS ) f.u-;-“: Drie )
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SIf it Wwas pofﬁble to fixa pucc upon croods which are always.
varymv in thelr DI‘ICC, or to afeenmm their fufﬁcxencvb ‘which dew
pends on]y upon’opinion; ‘without opening a “door to the frauds of
zke Compmy s fer vants, and the oppreﬂ}on of t‘ue Iowex claﬁes of
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“the people, it.were to be withed, that the Company could receive
¢heir rents from fuch of the hufbandmen as are manufaGurers in’
inveftments for their cargoess Could this be done, the hufband-

- men would fee that they only gave part of their work to their

conquerors, in: return for having.the reft of it-fecured:to them for

€ver..

Wlth regard to. the remammg fourth of the land- property of
the. Company, it. fhould be fold in inheritance 'in three or five
years, and by three or five annual divifions, by public auion ;. one
half of the value to be pa1d in money, and the other by a land-

- rent equal to the prefent cuirent rate of intereft in Bengal ;- but-

upon a condition, that the hufbandman thould not be turned out;
fo long as he paid his rent.. Before the fale, the quantum of the
rent {hould be adjufted in the fame way as was done in. the three-
paxts referved in the Company s hands.-

he only reﬁramt upon the fecure en)oyment of 1and—prope1 ty.
by the Company s hu{bandmen, or:'the. new. purchafers,” thould’
be, that in times . of war thc leglﬂatxve authouty thould have- a-
powex to. mcreafe the quantum of the land-rent, in a proportion.
accommodated to cxrcumﬁances, but never to exceed ten per cent.
“of the rent. The natives could nct complam of this; it was the.
cuftom of the old. empire, - and.- fll more: in. the times of the "

ufurping. Subahdars.-

All men are fond of the oof"eﬁ:on of cftabhﬁ,ed land property
Theﬁ. fales would qmckly bring  the money. of India, from its-
chefts. and bmymo plaees, into the: treafuries of the Company

If tbefe treafures were euher allowed to lie in-your tieafuries,-

or. Were fent to Europe, they would drain Bengal of its cafh, and’
conquuentl v




| o (2, |
- confequently flop its circuldtion and “induftry. “To' prevent this,
spart of the cath fhould be applied-to repair the great roadé, public
drains, and other public worls#; part fhould be applied to bear
the expence of .a-recoinage of the money, according to fair pro-
-portions, -and inthe milled form; and when that was done, no
.payment fhoul_d be received, except in the new money, .or ac-
~cording to-weight. ~And-to check ufury, ‘the reft of - the money
thould be lent out upon good fecurity at t'wdpef cent, below the
current-rate- of . intereft, but 'chieﬂy to ﬂiem‘hufbaindman,Wh‘odfe
-crop ‘thould -be a.pledge for thez,rcp_ayment'*f*. ' o
But, previous to any of thefe vaijous applications of the new trea-
{ure, the treafure itfelf thould be made the foundation of & ’bank of
circulation, Which fhould have power to lend out:money to the huf-
‘bandmen upon pledges of their crop, and to others ﬁpén good fecu=
rity.  The notes of -the bank:fhould be payable on demand, in
the new coin,  or according to weight. It fhould haye different
-offices for payment in' the great towns of - the éroﬁdcéé ;' And to
make - the greater quantity of the notes pervade the Provinces, as
~well as to facilitate ‘both the great and the .fmall ¢o 'the
notes fhould be iffued from .the value of

all commerce, the
one. pound “to one thou-

. fand'. It is.a grgétmi_ﬁake.to think, ,that_'.India:»is'inéapéble- of -

-* The laft king of Pruffid 'doubled his taxes at once in the provinces ;
~fend back " the money- into them, he increafed-t
~portion, and quartered them in the provinces.

- but to ‘
he number of -his. treops-in- pro-

"t Schools fhould be ercted for teaching the inhabitants-and our people-their
-refpective. languages, and grammars and -di€tionaries formed- for them, There is
-no grammar or.dictionary of the countrydanguage. ‘Types ﬂi.quld be framed:in
‘England of the Bengal letters, and books jn their own language difpérfed-.aﬁongﬂ:

~them, to explain to them the nature, reafons, and benefits of the new eftablifhy-
. ments,

5 paper
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pa'per credit. 'There are bankers in India, whofe notes are con-
tinually running, to the extent of millions. The work is already
half done. ) SR o

* The advantages of thefe arrangements in land, revenue, and
money, are partly commercial and partly political,

The commercial éd\?ahtages are, 1/}, ‘The'Compaﬁ‘y would éc»-A'.,

quire a great additional land-rent. 2dJy, Part of the treafures of
India would be drawn into your India}r’x treafury, from theirlurk-
ing-holes, for the purchaft of land ; and afterwards caufe more to

, follow them ; becaufe the monied men would find it eafier to carry.

laéks of rupees ina pocket-book, than to lay them up in caftles, or

carry them about in boats or carriages. 3d, It would revive and '
give a {pur to an induftry languithing from oppreffion, by finking -

the rate of intereft, and doubling the quantity of the running cath.
4¢bly, It would produce a new revenue to. the. Company, from

. the interefts of the mdﬁey lent out. And, laftly, It would give

th'e( Company the prdﬁts‘o\f a 'bénl'c, which would probably. be the

greateft in the world, and might perhaps fome day, in the hour
of need, give Englarid that protetion which the Indian Company

has {o often received from her.

The political advantages are, That you would vb.in_d .to you the
hufbandmen and landed men by their intereft, becaufe their title
to independence would depend upon yours ; and you would bind

to you the monied men, becaufe their own ruin would be involved ~

in that of your paper credit.

- Nor could India fuffer by thefe operations. ‘A remittance of her

treafures and ihanufaé’gux;es to England, to all the extent which
thefe operations could occafion, would be-only. a-draught . upon

the
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the fuperfluities of her induftry, which would bé replaced by the
fecurity conferred upon. what was left ; for whenever there is fe-
curity in India, the gold and the filver of the world, which for
thoufands of years have been buried there, will again find its way
into a country, ‘the very form of the hands of whofe inhabitants

points out, that they were intended by the ‘Almighty for the pur-

pofes of manufa@ure.

PRIVILEGES of CO MPANY.

The exclufive privileges granted-to the India Co_mpa:ny, had
two views : one was; that {muggling might be prevented, to the
prejudice of the’ public; the other, that a fuperiority in fhé ad-
vantages of trade,. over all perfons, might be preferved (6 the

' Company, who - were at a vaft expence to {upport: the‘fettleQ

- ments upon which it depended.

As long as the prefent pi'ivﬂegc of your company, that no-goods
can be imported from India to England, unlefs in your thips, thall
continue, . all (muggliqg is r,evx_md}e_r;d impofiible, except that which:
~arifes from deceiving ‘the officers of the ports, or importations
from other nations. '

* Inorder to fecure the other advantage ; the ‘Company has, in'
confequence of various. ftatutes, regulations of their own, .and ¢o--
venants with thofe whom they permit to go to India, exercifed 2

power of preventing people from going to their fettlements, of
determining their place of refidence, of reftraining them from
cven carrying on trade, at a diftance from their refidence, except

with the confent of the councils, of reftraining them from re--

turning home without permiffion, and of obliging them to. come
home at the command of the Company, upon a fhort notice, al-

though

{
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though their own fortunes may, at the time, be difperfed in-

trade, biv'lthozf'e _yot_” other people be in their hands %, .+

. ’iéhefe : fegillatiéﬁs were proper atnmes whbn :t_'};_e‘:bdi_:hp‘_a}]y.-a&ed“,
chiefly by fervants; when they had reafon to tremble at every néw .

- ftep they took in'a new {ettlement, and 'wliler;»vthﬁe fate of the fet-

. ment in the prefervation of a conqueft, * But if even this difere-

tlement itfelf might' have dépended upon the a&ions of indivi~ -

daals.

The firft of thefe paw_ers; to wit, that of permitting no _Briti[h

fubje& to go-to your fettlements, without your permiffion, conti- ,
nues proper ftill. The example of Spain fhews, that too ' great::

migrations to countries believed to: be regions of wealth, may:

hurt the Mother Country.”. Trade itfelf may be overtocked.: But,

above all, as no man can .go out without fomeintereft in the In-

dia-Houfe, none peffeé‘dy profligate in his charaler will be offered';z "
and whatever fhallow ' politicians may .think, the virtue of the”

conquerors will continually be.found a circumftance of fome mo--

tionary reftraint upon ‘Englith freedom thould appear hard, the

chief ends of impofing it might be attained, if perfons intending -
to go to India, not in the Coinpény’s fervice, fhould be obliged -

to pay two or three hundred pounds for that privilege, and fhould:
find furetics for their good behaviour, ' . L

-But, the reft of thefe regulations, WHichK affect not "6rily the

Company’s fervants, but thofe who haye quitted the fervice, and °
free Englith merchants fettled in India by the Company’s permif- :
fion, are, except with regard to thofe who are altually in your.
fervice, improper. ' Firfy, They canhot éiccofnélifh the end aimed -
at by them, feemg the Company has no power to put fuch re-

* 1do not erquire whether thefe powers have been abufed ; the queftion is, Can

they be abufed ? . )
e 2 ftraints
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fraints upon foreigners, who may therefore do all the evil which

is dreaded from our own’ people, ‘and en)oy ‘all the” good which
could arife from an mdu]gence to our own people : And, fecondly,
Sach arbitrary powers are 1nconﬁﬁent with the mtere[’cs of trade, and
with that equal plan of legxﬂatxon which I have prefumed to offer,
and ‘indeed with every other whxch can be offered * 5 and yet,
without refpe@ to the interefts of trade, and without an equal le-
giflation, itis xmpoﬁible your Indian empire can ﬂourrfh

Mautt we then’ defparrP “Are’ there no ways to fecure to the _

Company. fuperior advantages in trade, Wrthout 1nJur1ng the
rrghts of human nature, and of Bntons? '

Perhaps the advantages you a]ready enjoy in trade, give you a
fuperlonty in it over both foreigners and Englifh free merchants :
for, firft, If they fend bu]hon to trade with, they lofe intercft
during the paﬁage, and pay infurance; or if they buy bills, they
pay for the remittance.  Secondly, To trade on terms of equa]xty

with you, forelgners muﬁ make a profit upon .the goods which -
they fend home to thexr own countries; but your profits are vaft,
1fyoux revenues are. rermtted to you in goods, though you thould -
fell them at prrme coft. "And, laf’tly, It is a fure rule in trade,

* Ttis very well obferved in alate pubhcatlon That by an abufe of thefe powers,

all the councils ax]dJudges might at once be ordered home, and thus the new con-
“queft left without goverpment and law, )

_-On the other hand, it is obnous, that if Britith fubjeas were permltted to go

where they pleafed, and to do what they pleafed in the Indian provinces adjoining
to ours, they might do a great deal of mifchief, The remedy is eafy.
covemnts, or alls of the Councrl in Ind;a, »under the negatlves mentioned above,
might regulate their a&lons But then the merit or demerit of their a&xons fhould
- be judged of by law and judges in India, not by the dxfcretron of tbe Govemor and
Council.
other; and if fufferers complained, they could complain only of the law, not of

 the Company
that

Statutes, .

. The Company might gain its end in the one way, as well as in the;
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that the longeft purfe commands the market and fhe proﬁt of the
adventure. o '

Perhaps, if to ‘the advantages you aheqdy enjoy, thexe were -
added thofe Wthh muft arife from an addmonal revenue gamed'
upon the diftribution of the land ; from the pronts of avaft capital’

Ient out at an intereft unknown in England, and from thofe of
bankmg, that fuperrouty mlght be more eau!/ mamtamed

i

- But if thefe advantagee are not enouOh, there is ftill one othel :

fecumy, either in your powel, or which, W1th proper limita-
tlons, ‘fthould be put.in your power: I mean the power of tax-
ation,’
will coft them’ nothmg s they will only, fo far as they are paid- by
the Companv, give trouble to their accomptant : But paid by fo-

reigners, -or ‘free ‘merchants, to the: Company, they will, by

raifing the price of commodity, put the party who pays them,
upon an unequal footing with  the party who does not.
pofed with difcretion, _they will be received without murmurs in
the country ; for the Mogul, the: ufurping Subahdars and your;

fervants have aecu{’tomed the country to them. o y

The F1ench it is faxd have gtants of e},empt on ﬁom the for~
mer country government, upon their imports. Thefe cannot be
infringed, 'But a fkilful financier will find it not difficult to con=

~ trive taxes  which will. fall under no grants or. treatres* - And

*_Taxes upon the firfk rude material, or upon any ftep jof the m'ﬂlumé’tory of
it, or upon the paflage of éither from one place to another, or -upon a- preat
variety of artlcles not connetted 1mmedratc]y with erther, will enbance the price
to the forelgner, or Englu’h free mchh"nt ; but not to the Company' becaufe the
Company, ‘which pays the advance price, replaees tle ‘xdvmce with the duties
which they drew. None of the!e fall under any grant or. treaty that ‘I know of.
"There is no country in which taxes are more cafily leyvied than in India, becaufe

‘ maft goods pafs by water. : . . -

I-J ‘ ’ “’i th

- Taxes in India, paid by the Company to the Company,

Ifim- -

o
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with 'regard: to the articles within grants of tréaties; our countrya:
~ men who were {o expert in eluding, by their duftucks, the duties
of the Subahdars, will be equally expert. in deteéhng thofe:
who try, under the names of fmemncrs to . elude ours. - No
nation can complam when another converts the powe1 of ‘taxation’
enly into an inftrument of mamtalnmg a {mall fuperlon ty in trade ;.
becaufe many nations-tarn.it to that ufe; and none more than the.

" French who not only, with reafon, often change their duties,

-and even barr importation, but often do both-without any "reafon.

It would not be difficult to-cftablifh. a- book of rates for Indian:

" taxes, calculated to give the Company. a- fmall fuperiority over
other traders :. And-in that cafe-a tegulation fhould accompany it,.

that the rates in that book fhould not be increafed "at -all, or at:
feaft not without: confent of parliament. For taxations are de-.

llcate—mf’fruments‘m a.new- conquef‘c, or.in any conqueﬂ:[
Befdes mamtaxmng a fuperlorlty in- tlade, ihe Wlfe ufe of
taxation might raife a great additional revenue to the Company..

‘The revenues arifing from beetle nut, falt, and tobacco, were a proof.

of this.- If undera doubleand dlfmderly government, thefc could not.
be levied without monopohes, they may, under a ﬁngle and orderly
- one, be raifed by taxanon. S - ’

I faid, one- of the chicf ufes of taxation, was to give a fupe--
riority in trade, in a {mall degree, to the India Company, for a.
fmall degree is all that the wants. To other nations a participa-

" tion of the ‘advantages of trade {hould be left, prov1ded they ruin-

“not ours, Was the India Company to defire to engrofs the trade-
of India, or England to engrofs that of the world, it would be
‘much the fame as if a tradefman was to infift for.the pnvxleoe of

Leepmg the only thop in. London,. and - yet that all his cuftomers-
2 : -fthould: -

s

i
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fHould be beggars,  The more the interior trade of India thrives,.
whether by means of Muffelmen, Gentoos, Frenchmen, or Eng--
‘lithmen, the more the ecountry will thrive, the greater revenue

you may raife upon it, and the greater quantity of bullion draw

from it. : It is a common -obfervation; that every manin a town, .

mnaintains two in the country : It is not a hazarded obfervation:

to fay, that every Englithman: in. India maintains ﬁfty in. Eng-» ,

Iand. *..

If under the limitation of permitting no Britifh fubjecs to go-
to India without leave of the Company, they were indulged, when-
there, in all the privileges which the law gives to Britith {ubjeds ;.
and the fuperiority of the advantages in trade was fecured to the

Company;theirdireGors would berelieved from many embarraffiments:

whichof late years have tormented.them. They would then have
no occafion to hefitate between granting or refufing to foreigners,.

remittances from England toIndia : For the granting of thefe would

fave the Company the tranfportation.of treafure from India to Eng-
land, and give the Company the profit of the remittance befides. As-

little would. they have occafion to hefitate,. whether to permit their

managers in India to remit the private fortunes of their fervants by
bills upon the.Company : For if the Company’s.treafuries in-In-
dia were not full, they would order the bills to be granted, ia:

order to fave the tranfportation of treafure from England to India:

But if they were full, they would not. grudge _to.forexgners the
occafional, tranfitory profit, of remitting thefe, fortunes by bills.
on their own countries. They might even fometimes indulgs:

hd There are about ten. thoufand Englith fubjedls in civil profeﬂions in Indla.

The cxrculatlon caufed in Britain by the exports, theimports, the manufa&ure of '
~ both, the fhipping, and the re’mtt'mces of private fortunes, cannot amount to lefs

than five millions,
forcigners:
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relo ) o, . / :
| o ;s;extsh:;rr;n;;t:;2%8§ﬁleilrhmoney 'by bills upon the Company ;
beca el managers might be ordered to refufe or grant the
/fnd’ulgence, juftin proportion as there was much or little treafi
«dn. the Cot.npax1yf§ treafuries, or at their command. Perhé 5
-paper credit in India, by means of the CompahY’s bank the . \Z’
: proper]y adjufted to the correfpondent valae of the Comeraex; 1
‘-P?Pe’f credit in England, might put it in the power of the'}()j -
_ianyds {ervants to remit backwards and forwafdé, as faﬁ”asoc;::
;i V:g tsr ev:;lr:ésmtz;de upon Fi’]cxr‘), arnd, without ever fhifting their
‘» ires, to gain continually upon thofe of others.

:ﬂ]elf\ ;}Jlﬁlcobmﬁzay followg t.be‘ idea of free, thou'gﬂ not open trade,
:Benygal‘ ;/Izll :1{11 the‘monqpqlies > juftly complained of in
o f-écks :101(3210 ies on'vtbe_n-ecxcﬁar‘ies of life diminifh the hu-
Tows tié id: a’?f on amc]'es (,)f, trade diminith trade, - If it fol-
vants. of fo;a' of equal l'eg‘l‘ﬂ?tlo‘n',"the cruel’ cuftom of “their fer-
- ;t Whatcmg. theimaam‘ufaéhirers to fell the inveftments for car-
e e p-rbln}*;ert}'xe’ I(_frvan'tsvthinkproper to give for them, and
oleal § thein abltaﬂts.m buy goods at what price the fervants
;J e to pu.t'(?n‘ them, W:}] fall of themfelves to the ground.

"~ Were the arr ! hi - » 4
s tl?u‘arrapgements which T have prefumed to fuggeft fol-
» Or arrangements which wifer he fume
principles, mighi contrive cl Wifer.men, but upon the fame
e b contave s your countrymen would  rejoice in
4 23 3 AT y 1 ) . .
o ? iﬁl:lt} 5 foreign nations, if they attended ju-"tly.tb the
interefts of commerce, w ) L l
t > would find thofe of thei involy
t \ their own '
e : th f involved
Conima’c’ bec.a;(e they would enjoy the benefit of an Indian
‘ce, W a - r il 1
,héht';‘qn(’i : ,(L)t“ Ogjt th; expence of fupporting an Indian fettle-
foer ;,:,el; ‘ y u; -ompany would draw what no other fociety of
men e revs e the wor ; ‘ ' ]
] °r drew fince the world began, the rents of the lands, the
. Do ?

profits
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.iirdﬁts of the‘manufaé’cures andb trade, and the produce of the

taxes of a vaft empire.

"By '"expoﬁ/ﬁg your new arrangements to ‘be canvafled by the
i)ublic, ‘your Company need not fear to bring an improper inter-
pofition of parliament into your affairs. An Englith parliament
has Englith honour, which it refpects much more than your trea-
fures. Many of the individuals of it are of your fociety, and
therefore have an intereft to protet you. Does parliament plun-

der the bank, or the other great focieties of this kingdom, be-

~canfe while 'they ‘enrich their: country, -the individuals enrich
> themfelves ? ' If parliament gives you its affiftance in framing a plan

of l_egif'latiorn'wﬂthy of parliément and of you, it deferves your
thanks. If, when your parliémental'y temporary bargain, or your
charter expircs, pa,rl'iament‘fhould defire that the public fhould
fhare in your wealth, it will have a right to do {o, and you muft lay
your account with it, The public defends you by its fleets and its

~armies ; it provided for your fecurity when the terms of peace were

_adjufted ; and while you have eftates in the India Company, you

. cannot forget that moft of ‘you are Englifhmen, and have eftates

* be no breach of treaty in taking nine tenths of this fum

in England. - -

If you ftart at the expencé of fo mény new officers, look at the
expence of the mock Subahdar’s court, perhaps at the fum which

you givé to the pretending emperor of Mogul T3 but chiefly look
B . e o S at

4+ The two joined are now above five hundred thoufand pounds a year. A few

Yyears ago they were above a million.
of age, whofe father was at firft a private perfon,
two hundred thoufand pounds a year allowed him by th

and afterwards an ufurper, has
e Company. There will
from him ; for the Com-
fince there was any treaty, and retrenched

pany have appointed three Subahdars
. , M the

The mock Subahdar, a boy of fourteen years °




- nobles would fall to nothing.
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at what you muft lofe if the old arrangements continue, and at

what you may gain if the new ones take place. '.:..

You have no occafion to be afraid, left the fhare in- the nomi-
nation of offices by the crown in- the above arrangements thould

too much enhance the power of the crown. . When new in-

fluences arife in new and great bodies of fubjects, thefe influences

fhould be fhared with the Sovercign, to keep. the balance between
“him and his fubjets equal %. e

I forefee the abufe which any ma:nywlj;o hints ya‘t, t}u{h’;';upén'a

fubject ﬁ)"_delicateA as this Jlaft, muoft draw ,up'(')fri,hinifel'f. CAn-

At_l{ienian;genefal propofed a :mrelafuréjv at a council of war. A
member of the council interrupted him, and threatened to ftrika
“ Strike,” faid the fpeaker, * but hear me.” .

CONCLUSION

.T HE SE arrangements confift of- various parts, and will re-~
quire men of different geniufes and profeffions to execute theé detail

of .{:he'm": but‘ thefe you will find, if you look around you';’ for in

the penfion from fix hundred thoilfand_ pounds—a-y,eax;mto fwb hurlldre‘d-'th'voul:and
pounds. It was not thought ix‘nju& to oblige young Cromwell to retire upon a

penfion of two thoufand pounds a-year, even although t‘he'people'of Englang:
>

Scotland, and Ireland; had taken the oath of fidelity to bim, This one hundred

and ninety thoufand pounds would pay the expence of all the new arrangements.

propofed in this pamphlet.

B ;* : i . - N T . ; .
. P;eﬁdent Montefquieu obferves, that the influence of the bank of Genoa in
the hands of the commons, is a barrier againft the power of the nobles, But if
there were feveral fuch influences in the hands of the commons in Genoa, the
. 5 : >
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a country, in which talents and induftry abound, it is a poor ex-
cufe for thofe in public ftations to fay, that they could not find

better hands to employ. :

I know fome objections, and forefee fome difficulties. But if
parliament and you unite, they will fly off’ like chaff before the

wind.

'

But the contrivance and execution of all general arrangements:
take time, and in the mean while, the abufes committed in- your
provinces, require an immediate ftop to be put to them: For the
repétition of particular grievances, may have fuch fatal effes,

that the general remedy may come too late. To check abufe,
even in profpe&, fome wife nations have cbntrivgd powers which
fhould be a controul “upon their fupreme magiftrates. For this
reafon, Rome had her cenfors, Sparta her ephori, and Verice has
her inquifitors of ftate ; and when the abufe prefled firongeft, the
Romans, by appointing a di&ator, fufpended even thelaws them-
felves for a time,; that men might enjoy them in fecurity ever
after, 'The public hears with pleafure, that you think of a fimilar
and temporary check to crying and inftant abufes in your pro-
vinces : But it applauds you doubly, when it hears that the Su-
pervifors, to whofe hands you are faid to intend committing the
- important charge of fufpending the evil, till youcan yourfelves to-

it, are chiefly perfons who were never engaged in -

_ tally remove 1
your parties, and who have no old enemies to hurt, no old friends

to ferve in the countries to which they are going.

1 have the honoﬁr to be, &c.
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