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tereftof Great Britain, muft know, that to her forelgn» -

: ".commerce fhe is indebted for her prefent greatnefs,,'
it’s fupport and- prefervatlon. The Very land of England de-
pends- upon the fea; to commerce we owe the encreafe of our

-mational treafure, the breed and excel]ency and plentlful fup-
ply: of feamen; the fecurlty of our pubhc «credit the
regular payment of the funded intereft, and'in fhort, everyL
advantage which can excite'a fpmt of 1nduﬁry to acquire the

WHOEVER 18 thoroughly acquamted with the true m-"
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comforts of life,'é and will at the fame time raife in the pof-
feflors, a bravery of foul to protect and defend that countr Y,

from which they denve a folid - property in fo many valuable
acqu1ﬁt10ns.

It muft therefore be an undenijable maxim, ‘that we - are

bound in prudence and duty to encreafe this commerce to
- to the utmoft, efpecially between the: mother country and
- her colonies, fince thereby many mutual advantages will

arife to both ; and it is equally clear, that it is' our intereft to

1eﬁram the trade of France, our - natural enemy, as much as

we. poﬁib]y can ; aé’clvely, by preventlng their- encroach-
ments; paflively, by encouraging and enabhng our own

" merchants to rlval and oppofe, 1f not- exceed them at forelgn

markets._r I

| c I—I A P ZL
Tée IMPORTANCE oleie TRADEfrom GREAT BRITAIN
z‘0 AFRICA
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F the bene‘]ts oF forelgn commefrce are fo’ gieat ap
eﬁentxally neceffary to ithe; fupport of GTC’It Bl 1t'un 'md

........

- our, enennes pOWCl, if, dlfpofed to. hurt us, how m{% s the;
‘importance . of our trade to Africa; which'is the firft princi-

ple and foundanon of all the reft; - the -main fpring of the,

machme, which: fets evely wheel.ini, motion :.a trade thch».;
'aufes almo{’c enurely from. omf\.lves, our exportsipbemg-.
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ueﬁy our own manufactures, or fuch as are purc}nfcd with
them ; and the returns gold, -ivory, wax, dyeing woods and

negroes : the four firft articles of home confumption, or ma-
nufadured for exporting ; the laft affording a molt prodi-- |

glous employment to our people, both. by fea and land :
without whom our plantations could not be improved or
carried on, nor fhould we have any ﬂuppmg p’xﬂing between .
the colonies, . and - mother country ;- whereas by their la~

- bours our fugars, tobacco, and numberlefs other articles are
-ralfed - which employ an- incredible number of thips, and
‘. thefe fhlps in their turn muft. employ a much greater num-

ber of handicraft trades at home ; , and the merchandizes they

bring . home and carry -out, pay fuch. conﬁderable fums to.

government, . that of" them . ‘confift : the moft. ﬂounfhmg
branches of the revenue ; fo that both for exports and im-

ports, the improvement of our national revenue, the  en-

couragement of ‘induftry. at- home, the fupply of .our co-
lonies abroad, and the increafe of our navigation; ‘the Af-
rican trade is fo very bereficial to Great Britain, fo eflen-
tially. neceffary to the very. bemg of her colonies, that with-
out it neither could we flourith, nor they long fubfift:

There is alfo one very. Decuhar advantage in - this" txade,v

\anCIl is this; we need never fe'u that Africa w1ll rival us, for

it produces no.one commodlty fimilar to the proau@uons of

Great Britain; and confequently: thould any colonies be efta-
blithed there, they can never th1ough any oppoﬁuom of in--
terefts be under the neceﬁity, or have the leaft defire to

“throw. off their fubordination to their mother country.
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In this trade great improvements might be introduced,
were we properly to attend to, and encourage them.- Con-
fider:the vaft continent of Africa, the extent of coaft within

the.limits of our trade by a& of parliament, (from Port Sallee

n :Ba'rbary,’to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive) an

. extent of near \threevthoufandfleagues; meoft advantageouily
fituated for commerce, the inland parts rich in gold,
- and other very valuable «commodities sbeyond defcription,

watered with innumerable rivers navigable for many. leagues
up the countly, the {oil amazingly fruitful, and' the people
From :a eoncurrence of fuch circumftances
what advantages may not be expected ? The French were

bfully; fenfible of this, and'in the year 1701 prefented’a me-
morial to-their government wherein they alledge, ¢ their Weft

““India Hlands -cannot {ubfift, unlefs: due encouragement
¢ .is given to the African trade 3”7 in confequence of which

) they  had many- prlvﬂeores granted them :then, ‘and a' few

years ago, the bounties and exemptions allowed to them for
that trade were -eftimated -very little fhort ‘of 45;000l. an-
nually. ~ If France has deemed this trade of fuch importance
to her, it muft be. of much greater to us, who may ‘be faid

‘to {ubfift only as a maritime power. In the name -then of

the Britith -merchants ‘trading to Africa, in the name of our

-country and colonies, Jet me humbly addrefs the goverﬁment

to make -this trade more the: obJe& .of - their attentlon 3

whxch in it’s prefent fate is produé‘nve of fo many * ad-

vantages,

‘*F or the number of: thps employed and other pamculars, the Appendix is
referred to, that the thread of the argument may not be broken by inferting them
6 ‘ . .dn
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[ 7 ] |
yantages, and is capable of great improvement, both by re-
‘moving thofe difficulties, under which it at prefent labours,

and - by carrying into execution many plans that might be .

fuggefted. In what light then but in that of enemies to
their country can- we look on thofe, who, under the {pecious
plea of eftablifhing univerfal freedom, endeavour to ftrike at
the root of this tlade, the foundation of our commerce, the
fupport of-our colonies, the life of our nav1gat10n, and firft
caufe of our national mduﬁry and riches ?* What vain pre-
tence. of hberty  can “infatuate people to run into {o much
llcentloufnefs, as. to aﬁ'elt a trade is unlawful which cuﬂom
immemorial, and various aé’cs of. parhament have- ratified and
gwen a. fanétxon to ? Could they fupport. their enthufiaftic
arguments from {fcripture;. antient. ufage, or the laws of the

- land, the Afrlcan trade. would foon be eﬁe&ually rumed for
- at prefent the rlcheﬁ adventurers initare {uch men, as would

{corn to be engaged in any pur fult, but what the laws of God

and man would fully. fan&ify 3, 'md were this trade contrary
to

in this part of the work ; and indeed ‘this beino; ‘only a.brief ftate of fatts, (all. -
- which are or can be proved) and the Appendix containing moft of thofe proofs, _

that will probably be. the longeft of the two. —— See.letter (A)in the Appendlx

* One of the French kings, through a fort of vanity peculiar to that nation, iffued .

an edx& that throughout his realm the Franks, as free by name, thould be all de-

clared freemen : yet the king of France remains a moft defpotlc monarch, and :

his people the worft:of ‘ flaves; .and the legality of foreign flavery is admitted
there, for by a law in France, no African flave “can be imported without a fe-

curity of his being fent back again in two or three years at farthet. The laft.

ftep we {hould be wife enough to follow : the firft our Gracxous ng can never.

take, as'it 1mphes a mamfci’c abfurdity.
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. to thofe 1'1ws, were it even cruel or inhuman, near a m:lhon
of money might be withdrawn from itina froee time,y-and a
ftagnation -of cafh at home, and utter rum in ou: colonies
fxbtoad muﬁ 1nev1tahly enfue. t
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C H A P S10
TZJe LEGALITY of the. AFRICAN TRADE

N this head 1 fhall leave deolamatton‘to my .opponents,

/ w hofe caufe requires the florid force of oratory for one
'plain‘ reafon—becaufe it has no truth.to. fupport it. They have
indeed the fpecmus, and I the invidious fide of the queﬂlon :
they attack the tender feehngs of mlﬁnformed humanity 5

"aopeal to Pm(‘t Juﬁlce, arifing from cuftom immemorial and

: poﬁtlve laws : it were enough for me, were I totally to drop

the confideration of ]u/che, and apply ‘to the law-only asit
- now {’tands, but T difclaim the one Wlthout the other, and to

prove that neither have as yet abolifhed the idea of ’ﬂavery,

or eftablithed that of univerfal freedom; in a fummary way

1 fhall barely ftate plam fa&s and ‘argue from them..

~The earlieft ages had their * {laves, both taken in war and
pu1 chafed with money, ¢ and it has been the univerfal pra‘tlce

of not only every bznbarous but every c1v1hzed nat1on ‘By

the ]aw of Mofes the Ifraehtes ‘might purchafe ﬂaves f1om. ‘

| the heathens and even then own peoole might become ﬂaves

[ : ' ‘ - to
% For a fore atnéle difculfion of this, fee the Appendix letter B, where Mer-
cator’s letters, * and obfefvations on them arc inferted, as they would take up too

much room here,
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o theik ‘brethren,  The . theomtes who gamed a pron
mife ' of - peace, and obtained a- Ieague by y craft from the
princes-of the congregation, were yet conﬁgned to perpetual‘
ﬂavery, and made ¢ ‘hewers of wood, ‘and drawers of water
«<unto all the conglcgatlon, in which ﬁate the) contmued
~until the total deftru@ion of fJerufalem. - i '
Jefus Chrift, the faviour of mankind and founder of our
1e]1g10n, left the moral lawsand civil rlghts of mankind on-
their old: foundatlons ‘his’ kmgdom was not of this world g
nor did- he: intérfere with national laws : - he did " ‘not repeal-
that of - ﬂaves, rior affert an univerfal freedom, except from-
fin 1 with him bond or free were accepted, if they behaved:
nghteouﬂ) «In'the year of Chrift" 692, the laws of flaves'
were fettled on.the foundation of “the koly feriptures by’ Ina;
king of the Weft Saxons, from which- people s rights we .
now claim, _and enjoy feveral " pr1v11eges, as ' Gavelkind in’
K.ent &e. confirmed by Wllham the Conqueror.* Mahomet, 3
the falfe prophet and eftablifher. of as falfe a religion, was
the firft who enfranchlfed {laves .with a political - view - “of
drawmg them over to his.party. . From theearlieft accounts
of our.own country, there, were flaves here ;- from the time
of the Drulds, who, accordmg to the cuftoms of the anc1ent
Gauls, fometimes facrificed them to their. God Woden, to’
the landmg of the Romans, who are faid to’ have worn out
the * hands and ‘bodies . of  the Britons, - Wlth clearmg the: -
Woods and embankmg the mar{hes : then agam under the |

i *C Saxon

R See Cambden s Brxtanma, and Brown s po{’chumous works.
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Saxon feudal tenures, which were of the fevere{’c kind,
to the time of William the Congqueror, who introduced the
Norman feundal fyﬁem, Whlch was of - a mllder nature ;.- as,’
’from a century  before that time to the year 1318, charters
granted to fettlers in cities, and power created - by, wealth
gained by commerce, tended to. brmg mankind “to a ‘nearer
equality ; but flill there was no. formal interpofition of ‘the
: legiﬂ‘at‘nre * to prohibit  perfonal férvitude ;' and both " at,
and ever. fince that ‘time, ‘even. Englith fubje@s by - their
feudal tenures were ftill flaves. by the laws of England tlll
12 Car. II. ¢. .24 : which : fhews that the laws- concerning
Jizfejq,_Br‘rrxﬂl f;ub_)e&s did not confider even our zative: flaves
for their objeé ¢ and if they did not, it follows of courfe,
‘that no; laws, - cither before or fince that time, ean’ conﬁder
farezgn flaves as- thelr abje&t; becaufe as they are not ex—
prefly named: i in any: part< ‘of ‘our- ‘ftatute- laws, any- more
thap, our own. native {laves were ‘in thofe laws; which conZ
Lerned the. free Britifh fubjeds,’ they therefore - furely cannot
¢laim,- bemg included ; ‘as,” in _that cafe,” they would enloy
ughts fupenm to thofe of. any natyral born Britifh fubje&

. Thete .doés not - at : .prefent, _in~ dany’ oneé countty ‘of ¥ the'
woﬂd exift. a law :that:abolifhes-- ﬂavexy, or e}eclares
the neceflity of umverfal ﬁeedom and in ‘our own coun~
try, which.we: boaft to be :the feat of freedom, two of the
greateﬁ Llwyers ~we have had, gave then’ oplmon, »that
< {lavés do: ot inthe. leaft- alter- thexr ‘fituation "6t ‘fate,
€ elther by bemg chmﬂened or commg mto England

| iThe
' atSee Robcrtfon s Pxogrefs of Souety, Hume, &

A L o SUANE B DRI GAVLE e R DA A e et T IR

- The very laft African a vefts the property. of fort-ne-
groes in the kmg, and the laft but one encourages. h1s {fub-

je@s. in - general - to pmchafe them. , If therefore there is

faith in a Britith act of parliament, tl
though to quiet weak minds, and ﬁlence the hcentlous norfy

- declalmers about hberty,whlch they do not underftand, -who

fuppofe it: can - fubfift Wlthout a fecurity . of * property, it
may be expedient, that government thould poﬁtwely declare
the laws, which are to take place: with: 1efpeé‘c to {laves for

the future.;-and | {hould lay them down in fuch plam”te_r_n_r_s?

that it. may not be poﬂible to mmiftake them: and if the

fome have fet forth let 1t be demohfhed at once by an aé't of
the legiflature, for it certainly is: more eligible to be torn to

pieces by ‘a lion, than gnawed to death by vermin. But could
fuch .condué&.be deemed judicious, or’ even defenfible, when

religioniwith its .attendant juftice,. when the law as it now
ftands. ewdently fpeak for the flave trade, and when even hu-
mamty pleads as: ﬂrongly in favour of it ; foritis a Well

“known. fa&, that if the flaves which the Afrrcans brmg to

market are. fo old or blemithed,  that they cannot get what
they thmk a fuflicient price for. them, they will cut their
throats before the faees of the Europeans. How happy then

.....

refcues h1m, from a maf’cer where he has no property, and L

eyen’ hrs life is.not fecure, in order to his bemg txansfelredv: _
| : %Gz e o

: ‘*For Arguments provmg negroes abfolure property—--See letter (C) in the
Apperldlx :
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“to one, who cannot 1nvade erther Wlth 1mpu'11ty ! Beﬁdes

.'hundred) conv1£’ced felons, “whofe /Jives are forfe1ted to the
‘Taws of their’ country, though their pumfhment is commuted

into jlavefy This has been demed ‘on’ 'the " fuppoﬁtron
that Africa eould not “have fo many felons yedrly, as there

are {laves fold to the Europeans.« T o elucidate this, confi-
“der that ‘Great Britain has above two thoufand felons con=
" vided yearly , Afrrca does not fell near two hundred thou-
fand flaves yearly 5 that ‘would ‘be _but i in the proportion of
f'one hundred to one ;- and Afrrca is not only one: hundred
‘but perhaps one thoufand times larger -and more’ populous'
“than’ ‘Great Britain' : - o wonder then, 1f from’ thence there

théuld be fhlpped year}y two ‘hundred- thoufand conv1€ts‘.
Thefe are Juf’c {o: many lives faved daid ' rendered” ufeful to

the - commumty, which advantages would be totallv Joft
“were the flave trade’ umverfally given up 3 for as the Afm-
cans are naturally thieves, - though ﬂavery 1s “the certam

pum{hment on’ convré’uon, “our breakmg up the Alave

trade mlght mdeed alter “that’ pum{hment ‘to  that of
‘death, but would | not - reform them. - ‘Shall we then deﬂroy
the chref fource of our national mdu{’try and rlches, by efta-
,ybkfhmg unwerfal freedom on thelr behalf who have forfeited

their claim to it, and are in law not even entitled tolife? God

~ forbid that’ any enthuﬁaﬁrc rant fhould {o far deprlve us'of
--our fenfes, as to drive us to take fich a defperate and’ un-

neceffary ftep : a ftep fo unavailing to thofe, for whofe be-

T nefit it thould' feem to be calculated for were England to

~ drop

;‘ [ 13 ]

g drop the African trade drre&ly, France and Spam would as’
dire&ly avail themfelves of it, and the poor Afrlcans remam?

il i in bondage under much feverer rafkmafters.
. Mr. * Benezet, of North America, who wifhes the Weft

India iflands funk in the fea, rather than we thould: carry on-

the {lave trade for their fervice,’ may poﬁibly have the fame
kmdnefs and good w111 to Great Britain, and may ﬁneerely

minion of the faints eftablithed: in Bofton™ and yet, therr

pt aéhce il agrees with their preaching; for though they pre— |

tend to W1{h we would not trade:to Africa; their trade there

for flaves is daily 1ncreaﬁng ;. and for one negro in North
Amenca ten years ago, there-are-now five: hundred, of which
they are chleﬂy the 1mporters, and then' number of fhlps in:

that trade daily encreafes;

‘We muft therefore watch all the attempts of our rwals i
trade, and prevent their undermmmg us, by mamtalmng our
juft'and legal prlvﬂeges, and defpifing the idle clamor of de- .
ﬁgnlng or mterefted men. In the laft of thefe lights, perhaps, ,
we may look upon “An argument in the cafe of James -

Sommerfet, a negro, endeavourmg to prove the unlawfulhefs

ef ﬂavery in- Enorland " By Mr. Hargrave counfellor for the

negro in that caufe.

find Mr. Hargrave has done his duty ‘by faymg all: he could:
for his chent eﬁdeafvourmg to pmfve, but 7oz provmg the un<
RS lawfulnefs‘

" *Fora further account: of and conﬁderatxons on that work—-See the Appendbc .

letter Moy : T

This 1 haveread: with attentlon, and’
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1iawfulnefs of flavery in Eng]and and artfully cvadmg the cafe
in point, becaufc he muft be fenfible it would make agalnﬁ
him. The ftrength of his argument, - or rather the aim of
it, for ftrength it has none, liesin a bold affertion, that all
‘flavery has ceafed, and that thisis a new ﬂavery agamﬁ: law,
which by the Afrlcans being adjudged flaves here will creep
~ inte our. conﬂ'xtutlon, and introduce domeftic flavery. His
“whole book may be anfivered briefly thus--A&s of parliament
have confirmed my legal rlght to trade for-African {laves
abroad and. other acts have confirmed my legal r1ght to bring
into England and carry out _again unmolefted all articles
purchafed in tladc.—-—Mr. Hargrave may talk and write round
about the que{hon, but can never meet that {ingle argu-
ment in the face.——- A few extlaéts w1th brief remarks on
 them will (hew him, I have pald due attention to him,

«<P, 21, It muft be conteffed the practice is ancient, and has

been almoft un1verfa1 - This is true.—-=‘P. . 24. It is faid
to have begun in . the year 1508.” Here he has been mif-
.mformed letter (B) in the appendxx gives the true. hiftory.
--2«P, 26. As the Englith law has no prov1ﬁons to regulate
any other ﬂavery than vﬂlenage, none but that can be-law-
full.” This is a falfe conclufion ; for can any;thmg be

unlawful, againft which there is no law ?- therefore -this

and all ‘his other arguments from the villenage laws, are

not -to the cafe in pomt and here is his fort, for he owns,
«¢ P, 46. Other arguments I confefs are lefs powerful being

—P-F?f_?l,;)’ prefumptive,”---¢¢ P. 58. The -law.. takes no notice

2 . ooy of

R ——

| BT |
of a negto.”‘ - It does : it allows me to deal in that mer-
chandifé,. and freely to import and export a/ mércbﬂ}zdgfe.
If the law. fays nothing, fhall the lawyer’s word - deprive me
of real property ? Domeftic flavery and African {lavery can
by no-implication be blended, fo as that the fame argu-
ment can poﬂibly affe& both. Here the counfellor pleads
for his client, and endeavours to miflead the court in hlS be- :
half.---«P. 67. flavery of negroes in England is unne-
ceffary " True; and their coming here i 1mprope1. I want
to-carry them back, but Mr. Hargrave will not permit it,-=-

« P, 61. inconveniences will attend the flave trade bemg'

deemed lawful.” Worfe inconveniences nayfatalconfequences,.
Would attend: its being declared 1llega1 by any real power, fuch.

-as that .of the- legiflature.---¢ P, 70. In'Scotland domeftic
Alaveryis unknown, except coal—hewers and falt-makers, who

are "compellable “to -ferve for life that is, all are:free
except thofe who are not free.~—-%“ P, 72, Slaves are free on.

- coming to Prance.” They are not, they muft be fent back

from’ whence they came, as indeed’ he. confeﬂés, «Pp, 74

: mafters-acting ‘as- dire@ed by government may fend them
back, otherwife: they lofe- thelr property in. them. , Enghfh
»' merchants will obey government when ever they know "ité‘-

eommands, ‘and’ be content to - lofe thelr property if- they
do not take’ proper care of itis—¢ P, 7z How" can’ it be
unjuft to diveft the mafter’s property in- a ﬂave, “when
carried into a’ country where for the wifeft and moft humane
reafons - fuch - ‘property-is- known to be - prohlblted P Very.-

| rlght hut it is not fo known here, nor ever fo declared by

any
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“any real authority.--~¢ P. 76. Prefuming a contra& would

be a modification, but the liberty muft be abfolute.” The.
ads of parliament for the encouragement of the Afrlcan
{lave trade fuperfede the neceflity of a contract. ~at¢ P, 77
Modification is moft oppreflive by removing a negro to a
place where Alavery. will again . attach upon him  with - all-
its original. {everity. ' P..8o. Negroes though under contract
cannot be fent out of the krnvdom, yet Enghfhmen agree~
T con~-
gratulate the Africans on - the  fuperiority. here planned out
for _them, but the free born Briton will tell Mr. Hargrave:
and the Afrreans, that - nerther can they. enjoy, .nor he be-.
fow. fo unaccountable a -privilege ;. ‘that forergn flavery.
cannot mtroduce domefhe, nor the  Britons catch it. from
the Afucans, as if it was. a contagious. diforder : -~ Mr..

‘ Hargrave has proved too- much in one fenfe, and too. httle

in that which" was: effentially. neceﬁ'ary to his caufe ; 5 for
he has nuﬁaken his pornt and {napped the ﬁrrng of his argu-x
ment by overflraining it in -endeavouring to prove the unlaw-
fulnefs of what is ratrﬁed by a&s of. parliament,. by ancient
ufage, by rehglon, by Ju{hce, and by true: humanity.  Go-.

vernment will undoubtedly fiill - fupport 1tfelf and its com-.

rnerce by a trmely a& of parhament, and a fteady refolution

to. adhere to it3 and not. let {lip the. advantages ﬂowrng,

from fo extenfive a trade, and fuch an immenfe length of

- coafty of which I will now grve a thort defcrlptron, that we,
may more fully underftand any fubfequent remarks upon it. .

CHAP
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‘C H A P.»,‘III..\‘

A érzef DESCRIPTION of the AFRICAN COAST wrz‘/mz zf/ae
me‘s qfour TRADE. "

THE extent of that part of the Afrrcan Coaft to
" which all fubjec"cs of Great Brrtarn are free to trade,
reaches from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good
Hope, both 1ncluﬁve : that is,
fixth degree of north latitude to the thrrty-fourth degree
of fouth latrtude, including the long coaft that runs eaft

and Weﬁ
From Port Sallee to Cape Blancho belng about Gix

hundred leagues of ‘coaft and within -the hmrts of our
African trade, it feemed ﬁrange there {hould be no harbour 5
yet fuch was its charader, till captain Glafs found one,
and was affifted by a merchant in obtaining a grant of an

excluﬁve trade ; and havrng a ﬂnp of two hundred andf

ﬁfty tons fitted out at a great expence, wrth Wthh he
,entered the port in about 314 degrees of north latrtude, he
plocured from the natrves a ceffion of it to the crown: of
England, which is now at. the board of ; trade, with an

exadt plan of the harbour, named by ‘him Port Hrlliborough. a

He was there in the year 1764., and went from thence

_ with fome goods unfaleable there to . one of the Canary

iflands, where he was feized and 1mpr1foned by the Spanrards
for. twelve months, notwrthftandmg fome fmrrted remon-
ﬁrances fent from England to Spam. His people in’ the

*D mean

- from about the thirty-
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mean time traded * with the natives ; but whether from
their treachery, or their own want of condué, were attacked
by them, feveral murdered and a few efcaped -in the long-
‘boat, who defcribed the country to be healthy, the cattle
good . and plenty, and that they were conf’cantly fupphed
with ﬁe{h meat.: The merchant, who fitted out captam
Gla{'s, ﬁndmg hnnfelf not fo~ f’trongly fupported as he ex-
peéted agalnf’c the’ Spamards, and’ drfcouraged by captain
Glafs’s tragical death on the Ir1{h coaf’t dropped all further
purfults of that trade L

“Another captam made a Very {'uccefsful Voyage to the
Rio del Oro, latitude 23. 30. but whether he had contented
hlmfelf or had made a Pcroke, as the term 1s, that is,
fraudulently brought Off fome free people, he Would nenhet
go there . agaln, or give any mformatron to. others of. What
mlght be done there, : ,

Argum is the next port 1n about 20 degrees north
1at1tude, where the Dutch once had a fort Whlch the
French took in 1677, and whlch was aftelwards ceded to
them, ‘but after fome time they abandoned 1t as 1t was fo

_ far from their gum foreﬁs L .

Port Anderlc lies about 20 leagues to the fouthward of
Argum, “where ‘great quantltles of gum were fometrmes
bought, though the rifk of gettmg it on board was Ve1y
great from the hlgh fea, that rolls at the landmg place |

'lhe p10V1nce “of Senegambla, now ‘in the hands of the
B11t1fh gjovernment 1ncludes the nver Senegal Wthh

* Sec letter [E.] in the Appendix,

~ing,

OPGHS
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opens 1nt0 the weftern ocean in nearly 16 degrees, and
the. river Gambia nearly in 13% degrees porth latitude ; be-
tween ‘which near cape Verde lies Goree, ftill in the hands

of the French

Up the river Senegal is s the. 1ﬂand of the fame name, ca1~
fed alfo St. Louis, where the governor - of. the province
refides, and from whence we fhip all our gum. At the
feafons for purchafing it our traders go up to Podor and
Galam, - two fettlements made by the French when the river
was in .their pofieffion, . the. firft of which is now repair-
and the latter has proved fo deﬁruétlve to Europeans,
that probably no. fettlement could be made to advantage
by..them. . The only means, that feem . ehglble, are. to
breed up fome young Africans in England, teach them»
our language and the mechanic. arts of mining and other )
trades, which mlght turn to great account, if we made
a {ettlement with them at Galam' the country round
being - eﬁeemed rich 'in gold mines,” but the natlves not
knowmg how to work them. o

~In thé river Gambia is Fort ]ames in the hands of the
eutenant govelnor, fubJe& to the

government under a li
his river is naVlgable for Ve{Tels of .

governor of Senegal. = T
- two hundred tons as hrorh up -as Fatatenda, which is ahout

fix hundred miles. The trade of both thefe. r1vers mlght

“be greatly 1mproved and the {ociety ¢ of mcu:hants, now trad—

ing to Africa; have laid hefore the, lords of trade fome par-—
ticulars, of wluch no doubt they Wlll avail themfelves pro 0-

perly,-to the tnutual advantage of the private f fau trader and
*D 2 the
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‘the. COmmunity'; and fhould any abufes arife here, fimilar

to thofe on other parts of the ‘Coaft, moft probably will ap-
ply the remedres they . may on experience ﬁnd effe&ual

“there. : S
It may alfo. be Worth therr conﬁderatron, whether the
French faétory at Albreda in the  river Gambia, wrthrn a

rnile'and a half of F ort James, is not an improper encroach-
ment. Goree would be of little ufe to the.French, if they

'had not this fa&ory to be fupphed from it. - By this - they

rival s in trade, in open ‘violation of the tenth article of the
treaty ‘of peace in- 1763, which is, ¢ his Britannic . Ma_]eﬂy
¢ fhall reftore to France the ifland of Goree in the condrtlon
“it was, ‘when conquered -and his ‘moft Chriftian Majefty
< cedeb in full right, and - guarantees to the king of Great
¢ Britain the river Senegal, with the forts and fa&ories of St.

“ Lewrs, Podor and Galam, and with all the rlghts and de— "

« pendencres of the faid river Senegal.” :
~"The Englith were in poﬁ'eﬁion of the river Gambra, and
had a fort there in 1627 ‘The French had no fettlement

in. Senecal trll ‘1673, when they built a fmall fort there, and

| in 1677 took the Dutch fortsat Argum -and Goree; and

when the Dutch ceded them by the treaty of Nimeguen, they
became dependencres of Senegal ; and they and Albleda

Were always under the command of the gOVEENOr of the river

Senegal Therefore even if the French had once a right to

a fettlement there, (whrch they could not have) that nght byv

the exprefs letter of the treaty is now given up They were
kept out of the river till 1730, when the Englith company,
bemg

o ' [ 2z IE
berng in a declining {‘tate, allowed them to come there on
account of a_contrad, to dehver negroes to’ ‘them at 10l. a

head for a quantuty of gum Senegal to be recerved at 12l.-

a ton. Thrs contra& contrnued but a fhort time; . for. they

{oon got into the ﬂave trade for themfelves, and veﬁels were.

contmually paﬁing and repaﬁmg between Senegal and Al-
breda with - Buropean. goods,, and Afrrcan returns for them,
wh1ch fully ploves, that Albreda cannot be clalmed as be-

longing to Goree 3 ﬁnce that 1ﬂand before it was taken in-

1758, . was fubordrnate to Senegal ‘ Whrch is alfo. confeﬂed

on both’ fides ; 5 for before the laft: war, the governors of
]ames s fort always 1nﬁ&ed upon.an’ excluﬁve right to trade:
in Gambla, and it was the cu{’com of the French -governor; of
Albreda, always to aﬂ< h1s permrﬁion, 1‘f he Wanted to fenda:

canoe up the river 3, and it appears alfo. by our fendmo men.
of war to. dr1ve them from thence, as we, ﬁ equently have done
ﬁnce the peace,. though Wrthout any. 1a{’t1ng effed ;. for when

our fhrps arrive, tvhey remove therr eﬁ‘é&s up the _country,,
and leave thelr mudwa\l fa&ory to our {hot, and farlors, who
have fomet1mes landed and dePcroyed it ;. but when, the men. "
of War qurt the Tiver,, the French return, repair and refettle '
their fa&ory, and as they have no rrght to complam, take-

no notice of the injury.. . .5 Ty el

Near Cape Roxo or Rouge, whrch begms the wmdward;

eoaf’t about twelve degrees north 1at1tude, is the river. Kafa--

manza, where fmall veflels rnay go up ¢ and. trade to advantage,i

and bring off ﬂaves cheap, if they are Well armed -and keep{ |

a good 1ook out;; for they are frequently cut off by the natives.
QI3
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on their return 3 fpmted up- by the fugltwe Portugueze,
~and’” often ! by dcfertms from “our own fhlps, ‘which’ 1nconn
vemtnce a method mlcht be pornted out to put a Ptop to
i Vvthh confidemble quantmes of r1ce and fome ncgroes
may be had.” : T e
“About thlrty leasrues fouth ea{’c is Cutcheo, a Portugueze
fettlement, and twenty—ﬁve leagues further on, another called
Biffeaux belongmg to' the fame people, ‘Whofe 1ndolence
. makes them rather take a proﬁt for lettmg others trade, than
, put themfelves to the fatlgue of it." B R
~ There- are. feveral ‘other ﬁnall Portugueze fettlements,

‘and one of fomeé” note at M1tomba, a river in- Sterra Leon, ‘

latitudé 8‘ ‘degrees north “The people, hefd” called Portu-
gueze, are pnnmpally perfons bréd froma mixture of ‘the
firft Portugueze dlfcoverers with the nat1ves, and now’ become

in’ their complexmn, and woolly qualtty of ‘the halr, perfe&'

negroes, 1eta1n1ng however a fmattermo of the Portugueze
lancmage. ‘ B o o

~In the- r1rer S1erra Leon is an Enghfh fettlement, called

“'Bance 1ﬂand but under the d1re&10n of prlvate perfons W1th

‘exclufive privileges. -
N Some trade is {till carried on at Sherbro nver,? Where
thele are’ the' 1u1ns of an Enghfh fore. - h R
Cape Mount lies neaxly in " feven ' degrees north latltude,
and termmates the Portugueze trade of S1erra Leon.h “The
'negroes on the fouth ﬁde of Cape Mount cannot deal ‘with
T | o “thofe

PEES
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thofe on the north, as they have'a dlﬁfel ent language, rehgmn

and- 011ﬁoms o ey
The followmg places of tlade and fome others of lefs
note lie between  Gape Mount and Cape Palmas ; the river
St. Pauls, Cape Menfurado, river ]unk river. Se{’tos and
Ceteracrue.;_ T L S Trs C e
- Cape Palmas is about twenty 1eagues to: the fouthward of
Ceteracme, where a great plenty of Malaguetta pepper; rice
and -ivory, may be annually purchafed. The grain. coaft
beglns at Cape Mount, and ends here. -The fea coaft between
Cape Mount and this place is about ﬁxty leagues, where are
negroes in tolerable plenty 3 the . 1nhab1tants are quiet, the
inland- country unknown to Europeans, as :indeed is- the
whole of the interior parts of Africa, except palt of Angola
in the hands of the Portugueze.-» b e R T
- Between this and Cape Lahue are the rivers Cavalle, Durm
and the river St.” Andrews, wherethe 1nhab1tants are tr eache—
Tous,. but deal conﬁderably in flaves and ivory.
Cape Lahue is about thirty leagues to the ea{’tward of St.
Andrews, Where the ‘Dutch buy great: quantities of . gold
and.ivory : _the negroes are ;fubjeét to a fleepy difeafe. T he
iVOry"‘coaﬁ; begins at_’{the‘_',r;iver(_’jC_aya_lle : ﬁ_;and;‘ends' at Cape

CLahue. . oo Teng o

.- Baffam and Aﬂinee are,. the former about twenty leagues,
the latter thirty-two to the eaftward of Cape Lahue, Where
good negroes, and' large” quantities of gold- and "ivory..are
purchafed by the Dutch ; and even the Englifh are obliged
to, gtve ‘thofe articles to the Dutch general at Elmina, for

* Brazil
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Brazil “tobacto,  which - he " illegally monopolizes from the

Portugueze, contrary to treaty between the Umted Pronces'

and Portugal in 164.1. :

“We dré now -come to Cape Appoloma, whlch terthinates

the windward coaft, and miay be called the beginning of the
Gold coaft, fince the committee have ereé’ced a fort there,
and have in all between this place and the rlver Lagos, which
terminates the’ ‘Gold coaft, . eleven - forts, Cape Appoloma,
Dixcove, Succondee, Commenda, Cape Coaﬁ; Caftle,- Anna-
maboe, T antumquerry, Wmnebah Accra, Pramprarn and
Wludah.-~ T Poanny
This part of the coaﬂ called the Gold coaf’r ‘has’ been
deemed of fuch’ 1mportance to England that” fince’ the de—
cline of - the- African” company, the parlrarnent has allowed
- from ten to thirteen thoufand pounds a year for the fupport
| of the forts; and added two thoufand eXtra this year. “This is
. entrrely under the management of what is called the Afncan
commrttee, but it may be ‘added- mll’cakenlv ealled fo, as by
indireét . praé’crces the real : Afrrcan traders have no eﬂ'eétual
mﬂuence in their choice, oot o Loame ol
There are alfo within this fpace feveral Dutch forts and
;['ome Danithy the principal Dutch fort is St. George del Mina.
The Englith forts are poorly keptup; but this is referved
for a farther dlfeufﬁon, when' the cOndu& of / the comnnttee
falls under’ confideration, -+ o o n
At Whidah, the- Englifh, French and Portugueze, have
f01 ts. Wrthm gun lhot of each other. W

‘ l‘ z s oy o J’acquin i

SRRt e el
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]acqurn about three leagues to the eaﬁward of Whrdah
and Eppee about eight leagues, great marts for negroes, gold

and Brazil tobacco, are now monopolized by’ the Dutch,
The riverLagos terminates the Gold Coaft and bemns what

s called the Bite, Wl‘llCll ends at Cape Lopez.

T he river Benin is foity ledgues éaft of the river Lagos,
but between them is no place of trade. The entrance of the
river Benin is about half a league W1de, but a fhip that
draws ten feet water cannot enter; and unlefs you have a
pilot ‘well acquainted with the place, “if your veflel draws

above nine feet, it is dangerous to attemptit; and ‘there are

alfo a favage people called Joes, who fometrmes attack fmallv
veflels : it is {aid, that a large fhallop may go from hence to
Bonny, new and old Calabar rivers, ‘which are ahout nihety
leagues by fea, to the eaftward of the river Benin by an inland
navigation, and alfo to the river Lagos to: the Wel’tward but
it has never yet been attempted.” - L

Cape Formofa is about fifty leagues S.E. of Bernn. , All
the inland trade goes to Benin and’ Bonny rivers. - New

Calabar and Bonny rivers are about tlnrty leagues to the eaﬁ-—‘ |

ward of Cape’ Eormofa, Where large. ﬂ’llPS may go in and-
purchafe negroes and 1 1Vory The going in and comrng out )

* are both attended with danger. ‘

Old Calabar river is about twenty leagues to the eaﬁwald
of Bonny, where negroes and ivory are purchafed and large
fhips may go in, but the inhabitants, having removed their
town from the' {hore farther inland, oftén -make exorbrtant

* See letter (F) in the APPCQ@{X:
* R , ‘demands
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demands and keep the captams pnfonels, tlll they COmply
w1th them. . :

The river Cameron is about thlrty leagues to the fouth of’
Old" Galabar, but is frequented only by Ve{Tels of about one

hundred and fifty tons burthen, -~ - =
The river Gaboon is about eighty leagues to the fouthward
of the river Cameron, navigable for large veflels four leagues

up to Parrot Ifland, where they may be careened and re~

| palred “The Dutch -carry on the trade for: negroes, wax;

ivory, ebony and dyeing woods" from feveral fmall rivers to

the north of this place down to Cape Lopez, which is about

thuty leagues to the fouthward of 1t, and where what is
_called the Bite ends e o .

.. Cape Lopez furmihes the {ame COl‘andltleS, but the trade

: of it is chxeﬂy engroﬁ'ed by the Dutch, who often buy negroes

here and carry. ‘them to the Portuguefe at St.- Thomas’s

1ﬂand where for difpatch they fell them at 81, a head

. Majumba is about feventy leagues S.'8.E. of Cape: Lopez,

where a great deal of redwood is annually puu‘hafed thou0"h

but few {laves and very little i ivory. N sl

Loango is ‘about 'thirty leagues to the fouthwald of Maw

- Jumba, where the ' French purchafe more negroes than both

- the Englifh ‘and Dutch together, and where they are to be
had in great plenty. E ' SRR T

' Malemba is -about " thir ty leagues to the fouthward of

Loanoro ; and Cabenda is about’ feven leagues to the fouth-

‘ward of Malemba, where the trade is in the fame ftate. as at

‘Loango.

“The
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The late Englifh African company had a fort at Caben-

da, deftroyed by the Portugueze in 1723 ; but great part

‘of the walls and mote round it ftill remain, and the natives
“acknowledge the ground the fort ftood on, and the land
- round it within cannon-fhet, to belong to the Englifh.

The river Congo is about ten leagues to-the fouthward of

‘Cabenda, peopled on the north fide with inoffenfive, on the

fouth with piratical negroes, who often cut off fhip’s boats,

‘and are therefore not much reforted to.

“To the fouthward of this river no trade is carried on by

any Europeans," but the Portugueze ; who have a large city -
at Loango St. Paul’s on the coaft of Angola, ftrongly forti-

fied, . in .about nine. degrees fouth latitude; from which
place they have penetrated quite through the country to
their fettlements at, and fouth of Mozambrque upon the
eaf’cern coaft of Africa, where they have caravans conf’tantly

“going and returning, and by that means carry on an extenﬁve

and advantageous inland commerce. :

‘From this place to the Cape ‘of Good Hope, bemcr a fea- |
‘coaft of about feven hundred leagues, is but little known ; and

the few ﬂups, ‘who have attempted to make dlfcovenes, or
commence. a trade any where near the Cape, have been dri-
ven off the coaft by the thips of the Eaft India company,

under pretence of their - encroachmg ‘upon . their limits 3

‘whereas, by the ac for extending and improving the trade.

to Africa, pafled in 1749, (the twenty-third of George IL.) the
limits are exprefsly declared to be from Port- Sallee in Bar-

'.bary to the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive ; thefe li-

*E 2 o mlts.
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¢ the limits aforefaid.”
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mits are confirmed by another a& in 1751, « together with
< all the iflands adjoining to thofe coafts, to.all regions,
¢ territories, and places reputed part of any country within
, ‘The . limits granted by the a& to
fettle the trade to Africa in 1697, were ¢ from Cape Blanco
“¢¢ to_the Cape of Good Hope, both inclufive.” . The char-
ter was not granted to the Eaft India company till the year
after, 1698 and then they were allowed to trade ¢ to all
« places in Afia, Africa, or America, beyond the Cape of
“Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan ;> fo that

‘ they were never to interfere with any traders on this ﬁde of,

or at, _the Cape.

wewwwww«sw 4"3'%*i‘*i“?N&W’?wﬁ**%%ﬁ%*&*%v%i‘*%*%i‘* %%*M*iﬁi&%i‘i‘%‘&

C H A P.
A//Jorz‘ HISTORY of z‘/Je AFRICAN TRADE

HE 11m1ts of the Afrlcan trade bemg fo extenﬁve, and
‘the advantages refultmg from it confeﬁedly fo great,

it is neceffary towards fully underftanding the {ubje&, as well .

as. mtere{’tmg to future adventurers, to infert a brief account
of the trade in general, and: paruculal ly of thofe royal African
compames, which broke one after the other, and the manage-
ment of their affairs was in I750 conﬁgned over. to the pre-,
fent company, or rather their committee.

~ The Po1tugueze firft difcovered the coaﬂ of Afrlca in.
1454, and built a fort foon after on the ifland of Arguin,
and fome tune after, another at, St. Geor ge del Mma on'the

‘Gold Coatt, and a thud at Lomgo St. Paul’s on the coaft of

Angola. ‘ o
6 | By
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| By virtue of thefc they claimedand enjoyed for along time’

a right to-thefe countries, and confifcated the thips of all

other nations that’ attempted to trade thele. . No Eﬁgliﬂi

traders went there till 1544, which was nmety years after,
and then‘at the ritk of ]oﬁng their fhips, if taken by the Por-
tugueze : they traded then only for gold; ivory, &c. but not

for negroes, the Enghfh havmg then no colonies to employ

them in. Qleen Elizabethin 1 587, being at war with Spain
and Portugal ‘ereéted a company with exeiuﬁve prwﬂeges to
trade to Senegal and Gamb1a for a certain number of years.

‘Tn the relgns of James 1. and Charles 1. 'md durmg the

murpatlon, merchants were encouraged to t1ade to any. p'»ut

of Africa. Accordmgly they built a fort at Cormantme on

the Gold Coaft, and’ another i in the river Gambia. ‘
" The Dutch, fenﬁble of the 1mportance of this trade, ere@ted

aWeft India company in 1621, with great prwﬂeges and

‘ ]encouragements, ‘and granted them all the lands they could

~ conquer w1th1n certain’limits in Afrlca and’ Amerlca.v _They

gamed feveral important conqueﬁs in Brazil ana Africa, and
in 1637 tock from the Portugueze the ﬂrong fortrefs of st

, George del Mina, and foon after, all their other fettlcments

on the Gold Coaft, VVhICh were ceded to them by treaty in

164.1 Now, though the Enchfh had a f01t at Cormanting, the
Dutch took the advantarre of the dlﬁraé"ed ﬁate of | England ,
to’ felze and coqf:fcate her {hlps from Cape Palmas to Cape:

Lonez - Soon after the reftoration Charles II. formed a com--
pasy to oppofe them, remonftrated to the ?ates how unju{’t -

heu pxetenﬁoqs were, and demanded repalatlon for the da;
~ mages

Lo s vt e i Bienc i 3 2t i i

SCNPeE

T e S,




30

damages his fubje&s had fuftained ; -but ﬁndmg this'had no

effed, he fitted out a ftrong flect : then they began a treaty,
but in the - ‘mean time fent fecret . orders to their admiral De
Ruyter, Wthh he punétually obeyed proceeded down the
African Coaft, confifcated . all. the Englith veflels he met
with, took the fort at Cormantlne, and put a Dutch gar-
11fon in it, Thefe wrongs and dlihonours, meetmg with ne
, redrers, occafioned war to be, proclaxmed againft the Dutch
in 1664,, which fhews the value they then fet on the African
trade, when they rather chofe to ritk a war with England than
admit her to any fhare of it, In 1667 a.peace was concluded;

and the Enghfh Royal African company had Cape Coaft
* Caftle inftead of their fo1t at Cormantme, which was left in
,poﬁ‘eﬁion of - the Dutch - The great . charges - the. Englith
eompany. had been at, were fa1a to prevent . their trade from
fucceedmg to their Wlfhes fo. they afﬁgned over all their
rights and poﬂ'eﬂions to a New Royal African _company,

ef’tabhlhed in 1672, and the kmg granted them " all places»

in Africa ﬁom Port Sallee in Barbarv, -to the Cape of Good
Hope, mcluﬁve, for the term of one thoufand ‘years, with
‘the fole ught of trade. - - The Dutch were now in: pofieflion
'of St George del Mlna, and feveral other forts on the Gold
, Coaf’t The " Enghfh to ﬁrengthen themfelves, encrcafed
their fort at Cape Coaft Caﬁ]e, and built others at Accra,
Dixcove, w innebah, Succondee, Commenda, Annamaboe

and Whldah

The French Sencgal company was e{’cabhfhed in. 1673,

and in 1678 the French took Argum and Goree from the
4 , o - Dutch,

b
&
5
5
B
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Dutch, which were afterwards ceded to themi. In 168 5

the French king ereCted another ‘company to trade from.
Sierra Leon- to the Cape - of Good Hope, reftraining the

former. company within Cape Blanco and Sierra Leon. In
1702 the latter of thefe French African companies had the
contraé for furnithing the Spanlfh Weft Indies with fo many
ﬂaves yearly, which being transferred to Great Britain in

) 1713,/the French company was abolithed and the trade

laid open to all their ‘fnbje&s., The Englifh ‘company had

’fuf’camed ‘many loffes from the French and Dutch encroach- |
- ments, and in 1695 their fort in the river Gambia was
-~ taken by the French, .who after the peace clalmed an equal

rlght in that river with the Englifh.
In 1697 the parliament laid the African trade open, and

f i_mpofed a tax.for the-{fupport of the for ts, which a@ remained
in force till 1712, though the tax would by no means defray.

the neceffary expences. Since thattimethe trade has been free
and open to all Britifh fubjects;; . for, the company failing, go-
vernment, in 1730,2llowed tenthoufand poundsto fupport the
forts, Wh1ch were unanlmouﬂy declared ablolutely neceflary.
for the prefervauon of the African trade: the fame fum,
and frequently more, has fince that been annually allowed

by government, and in 1749 and the ‘two following years -
the claims of the Royal African Company were enquired.
| 1nto, fatlsfaéhon made to them for all their eﬁe&s, and thofe

effets and the forts vefted iri the company of merchants trad-~
ing to Africa, unde1 the diretion of a comrmittee, who were
not al]owed to t1ade in their ;omt capaCIty (nor perhaps

thould -
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ﬂlould have been in  their fcpalate) nor ‘officers or fexm
_vants in Afmca to export -negroes on -their’ own ‘account,
They have been allowed annually Ig,ooo/ for the fupport
of the forts, befides. frequent glants ‘of {fums which they
petitioned for ; ‘and this - very year 2,000/ extra. ‘In 1763
Senegal and its dependencies -were- vefted in-this company,
‘and in 1763. they were divefted thereof, and it was vefted
in his majefty, and the trade laid open to all his majefty’s
fubje@cs, in which ftate it now continues; that is, the whole
trade from Port Sallee in Barbary ‘to the Cape of Good
Hope, both inclufive, -is free for all - Inoomajeﬂy s {ubjeéts ;
- but that part of it from Port Sallee to Cape Rouge," under
the direGtion of government; and the' part from Cape
Rouge to the Cape of Good Hope, wherever there are forts,
under the dire@ion of the committee: and as they have
forts on the Gold Coaft.only, their attention is conﬁned to
that valuable {pot.. . S :

! ’3‘3"1“1“5‘%{"1‘%’?’1‘%%’?*i%'?’i‘*’&*&%’?%%i‘%?%‘%i“1“1:*%’3‘*1‘&'*3"I‘%‘?*:%%%*X‘i“zﬂ‘l‘%‘3“?%‘%‘?‘3‘%’2“3“?*%‘?*{“‘5“?"
C H A P. V ]
T/ye CONDUCT ofz‘l)e prefem‘ AFRICAN COMMITTEE

ROM the foregoing brief account of the Afrlcan'trade,‘ ‘

it appears that the carrying it on by an. exclufive com-
pany bas been tried twice without fuccefs ; it remains now
to examinewhat has been the management of the committee,

_and whether it improves under their dire@ion. - e
One obfervation is neceﬂ‘ary to be made; that the in-
ﬁuence of the committee at prefent operating no farther
' than

[ 33 ]

“than the Gold Coaft, t hey are accountable for the encreafe or

decreafe of trade within thofe limits only, for want of which

p]am dlre&lon, perfons who are but little verfed in the Afri-

can trade are told, with a fort of triumph, of the plOdlglOUS
encreafc of it, and it is held forth as if entirely owmg to the

dlrec”clon of the committee. The trade in general’ indeed is

encreafed but that on the Gold Coaft confiderably diminithed,
nay almoft ruined ; for from 1750 to 1763 at leaft thirteen

houfand negroes were annually purchafed, but from 1763
tor 1/70 not above five hundred at Cape Coaft Caftle, by

which-we may Judge of the reft. In 17352 vaerpool fent
thirty-two' ‘fhips to the Gold Coaft for cight thoufand ‘two

hundred and thirty negroes, and in 1771 only fourteen:

{ths for three thoufand four, hundred Some years ago
above one hundred thoufand ounces of gold were annually
brought home from thence by .the ﬂnppmg ; but now the

' commlttee s fervants get all ‘and that all isa very trifling
quantlty in compaufon of what ufed to- be colleéted, - and:
-the Dutch get moft of it for fpmts and’ Brale tobacco. -

But to thew more- clparly how far- the commlttee have

‘conformed to the a& of - parhament that ef’tabhfhed thClI‘J' |
power, ‘and how far ’chey have anfwered or abufed ‘the pur=

pofes for which they were appomted 1t is - proper to recur.
to the plaln dire&ions of f the a& itfelfs - The a& pafled in

1749, oxders that ¢ the committee-men {hall be: annually
« chofen by a- ma_-;outy of the meichants trading to Africa;

- ¢ that they fhall not: trade in -their - omt capac1ty 3 that the -

governors of forta fhall not fhlp negroes on their own

*F o« ancountyg. '
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¢ "Lccount that the forts thall prote&, not obf’uu& the
¢ private tradcrs, and that the buildings fhall be publick
¢ warehoufes for the fervice. of the community and the -
¢ p1otcé’clon of then effe&s.” ;
“With refpe to, the manner of chooﬁns comm1ttee~men,
;deﬁgmng and interefted - perfons, - who had been chofen,
availed themfelves of a cafual expreflion in ‘the a&, ¢ com-
< mittee-men fhall be chofen- by perfons trading or intending
¢ to trade to Africa,”. to make that office perpetual, which
the legiflature intended to be annual. = The electors being
compofed of -all fuch perfons -who paid. forty ﬂnlhngs for
their' freedom in- the company, thefe defigning men made
numbers free * without their knowledge or expence, many
of the loweft clafles of the people, and all of them fuch as
were their friends - or dependents. Accordingly thefe forty
fhilling voters this 1af’c July out-voted the real t1ade1s 3 the
'poll at the clofe ftood thus, Bourke 573, Béane 512, Frencl
‘507, Smith 23¢,” Aird’ 193, Pnﬂpot 106, Cleland g1.—
* Smith, Alrd and Philpot were nominated and fuppoz ted by
the traders. Bourke united his intereft with- mcnch and
' Beane, two of ‘the perfons in .the combination, and ftood
upon that mteref’c and that of Rofs and Mill, the latter of
whom has .a brother ~governor of Cape Coaf’c Caﬂle.. By
‘thefe means they are {eli- chofen, and confequently inde-
pendent of the real African merchants, unattentive to the
- publick good, and induftrious only -to- Traife . fortunes for
; themfclves, by means of that pubhck money annual]y al-

¢

- % See letter [G.] in the appendlx forBeane and Fl cnch s acreement, &c
| lowed
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lowed them for the general advantage of the whole trade.
They make their own dependents the governors of the forts,
and carry on their trade by their means, either evading or

'bold]y aé"mg in defiance of the laws of their countxy ; and

havnw the advantage of houfe and svarehoufe room, their
{fervants abroﬁ and ﬁ ughc of their goods our at the pubhck
expence, can afford to overbid the puvate traders :* this
naturally raifes a COlTlDetlthn ; the Afrlcan articles of trade
are enhanced, and the value of their own commodities
leflened : and this has fill worfe confequences 5 for if the
Africans can have what they want for 1efs of their articles
than ufual, they will - brmg the fewer to market, as they

are indolent in their dlfpoﬁtlons, and crafty in their deal-

ings, and -know very well how to take the advantage of.

’our mlfmanagement

The governors of the forts thoug‘l to appearance forbid’

to ﬂnp off {laves for their own ufe on-pain of difmiffion, yet

x;nowmg they can depend on the committee- -men for their pro-
tecion, as they are {ecretly’ mteref’ced in their trade, do it
clandeftinely ; and when they leave the Coaft, -always take; ’
care to have a noble cargo of the very beft negroes to carry
w1th them.  ‘The poor {oldiers are obliged- to do all their-

‘work and- labour for them, though mlfelab]y {Lpphed at the-

deare{’c rates, with the common neceffaries of life. The-

, “forts are melely an heap of rubbifh, overrun - with filth' and:
- 'vermin, fo far from being’ capable of awing the mtwes, that

they cannot prote& themfelves s fo that for the '1dvanta0e of ‘

‘their pnvate trade, the governors are. genexally trlbutary to

* F 2 o . one:
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- negroes in their own forts.

[ 36 ]
one, and fometimes {everal of the African chiefs : by which
means not only the rights of the Englifh have been given up,
but the very governors themfelves have been flogged by the

dignity_ of the Britifh empire can be (upported by thofe, who
1rough prwate intereft tamely fubmlt to {uch infolent treat-
ment P Or can tney pr oteét the tladels. who are.in fuch ab-

- Je& fub_]eéhon them{elves ? Accordingly every trader ﬁnds '

he has. only himfelf to depend upon, is obliged to find room

B where he can for his goods, and thinks himfelf happily off,

if the governor of the fortdoes not openly prevent his tradmg
Thisistoo common a cafe and pafles not onlyuncenfured but
is often rewarded b) the committee. Mr. Mlles, governor of

'fmt * Appoloma, not only plevented feveral captains from
'tradmo thexe, but pubhcly declared he would not permlt
- .one of them to pmcna{'e even an ounce of’ gold
davit being made of this he was recall led, but is now by the

An affi-

favour of the committee 1cmuated in . lns government and
gone again to take poﬁeﬁion of tht fort, in which he be-
haved in defiance of an abfolute ac of palhament, and to
the detriment of the - fair. trader, whom by’ his duty he was

' bound to aﬁlf’t A fhm of Mr. Mill’s, one of f che comrmttee,
carried hlm out this hﬁ Auguﬁ and he will - doubtlefs be‘

true to his benefaé’cm s intereft, and act as he did before.
Th1s is the way mdeed to enc1eafe the fpmt of trade in the

gover nors

* Tlus fort 1t1elf was  not only unneceﬁ‘ary, but difadvantageous, having

the worﬁ lan'hncr place on the Coaft ; and indeed of the eleven forts at leaft fix

may be dlfpenfed with, and the remaining five anfwer every proper purpofe, for
at prefent they are merely factories to Cape Coaft Caftle and Annamaboe.

Is it to be fuppofed that the
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had none left to defend themfelves.

[ 37 1 |
governors of the forts ;- though {fome have by no means been

{o deficient as to want any encouragement, for Lhey have car-
ried it fo far as to trade with the French and the Dutch, when

“they could reap any advantage . by it, in preference to their

own countrymen, and to difpofe of their gunpowder, till they
Dixcove in 1750 by
this means was reduced fo that it muft have been taken by

the Dutch, had not a French veffel come in with an Irifh

captam, who afforded them a {fupply.
- In fhort, the committee have in every particular adted di-
re&ly contrary to the truft repofed in them, and contrary: to

the true intereft of the nation : and mutft, 1f contmued en-

tlre]y de[’cloy that trade on the Gold Coatt, -which has been
ever Judged the moft 1mpo1tant of any ‘on the whole coaft of

_ Africa, and confequently moft effentially neceﬁ’ary to the -
‘p1ofpe11ty of the Brltlfh commelce, and the {upport of he1

Colomes. S
From th1s account of the prefent management of the

: commlttee on the Gold Coaft, where only their Juufdiéhon

operates through thelr trufty facors, the governors of the
forts, it is very clear that nothmg has p1efe1ved them fzom
the cenfure of the ]eg1ﬂ1tu1e, but thefe facts not havmg ap—f

peared ploperly before the govemment The length of time.

 before complamts can be heard, the deaths of: the injured:

perfons, the evafions of their oppreflors, the fortunes they.
have raufed as bulwarks round - them,
maolﬁlate on the Coaﬁ to take cognizance - of crimes,
or admlmf’cer aﬂidamts, and many ~other accidents con-

‘tribute to confufe, 1f not totqlly fifle the tzuth. It has

now

theie being no
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now appeared'pretty plain though by no means exaggerated,
as will be manifeft from the many ftubborn evidences of obf}i-
nate facts in the Appendix, at the letter [H.] and ‘~'iﬁay be

turther proved by the united teftimony of many witnefles of
~reputation now in England, and ready to declare the whole

truth, when properly called upon to do fo.

As at the begmmng of this enquiry into the management
of the commlttee, an obfewatlon was made, that the encreafe
of the African trade in general was held forth by their ad=
herents, as their fole merit, ‘though that under their par-
ticular care languifhes daily’; fo here a diftin&ion of a fimilar

mnature arifes : “ Forts,” fay they, muft be fuppm ted, for with-

“‘ out them we could have no trade : now we fupport the
¢ forts, and therefore fuppmt your trade there.” - This {pe-

' cious plea like the former foon falls to the ground on the bare

apploach of recal infor matlon and common underf’candmc
It has indeed been the univerfal maxim of the Britith leglﬂa—

~ture, and the unanimous defire of the merchants, that forts

and caftles thould be kept up in thofe parts of Afnca, where
other nations have fort ts, but it was always added o a re-
Jpe€lable foiting, and for the benefit and proz‘ef’zm of the free
traders.  The deficiency in the firft pal ticular is abundantly
‘a fufficient plea to take them out of thofe hands, in which
they are_contemptlble ; elpecially when inftead of anfwer-
ing the fecond requifite, they are evidently injurious' fd it.
Yet whenever the committee has been cenfured, the neceﬂity
of forts, and the general encreafe of - the Afmcan trade have
been two poiits, ‘that have been har angued upon with a fort

of

Loz ] |

of f triumph 5 as if neither forts or trade could fubfft with-
,out thern, though they are daily degra rading the former and
dd’creﬁiug the latter. R

If. I am apprehenfive of an attack, I wear a {word, as a
ncceffqry weapon - for. my:- ‘defence; and where I expe&
feveral antagonifts, I-fhould be orlad my fervant had ano-
ther 3 -but I fhould be mad to have my own {o rufty in the
ff’abb’ud tbat it could. not be drawn; or to’ truft him with
one, if I not only fufpecled but: knew he would turn its
pomt agamﬁ me inftead of my affailants. :
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ET remains now to pomt out fome 1emedy for the abufes

of ‘the plefent manner ‘of management, and for the in-

conveniencies the African trade labours under from it.
Al compan1€s are and.’ ‘muft neceﬂanly be: compofed of

mdnflduals, ‘who “from" obvxous motives pmfuc mteleﬂs'

diftin& from and often i in opponuon to’ ‘thofe " of the com-
pany. they belong to: “hence'it is that we {0 often fee rich
- dire&ors and- bank1 upt compames ;- and therefore fuch bank-
‘ruptcies are not to -be quuted to the: uade ufuf but to

* fome .wrong firit punmple of, or to the 1mp10ﬁe mcafuus

pmfucd in, the manaaemel t of it, The failure of two
African’ companies, “though com ofed of the richeft and
P 3

mof’c powerful members of the ftate; plamly thews' that the
attempt of . monopohes on fo ext:enﬁve a coaft, among in- . .

habitants

-6
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habitants of fo many dlfferent nations, laws and cufloms,
and confequently of as many various inter e{’cs and 1nc11natlons,
cannot poflibly be attended with fuccefs. The’ foundatlon
being defective, no folid fuperﬁrué’rure could be buil It ‘upon
it; forhad'it mifcarried folely from érrors in the management,
the {fecond comp'my had their predeceﬂoxs example to guide

them to the acquiring - all their advantqges, and to emble"

them to fee their ml{’cakes, and to fteer clear of thofe fhe]ves
on which they were wreckt: but with all thefe hghts, with
all the power of the legiflature to affift, and the proﬁts of
trade to {upport them, -they were: incapable of paying their

debts. As to the management of their fucceffors then, what
“has the nat10n to expe& from that? ‘the prefent committee

is not only a monopoiy, but one of the mo{’c detrimental

fort : other monopohes are fupported at the expence of the;

monopohﬁs, -this at the expenceof the- - publick; to the

manifelt injury, if not the utter ruin of the free trader; for

if they are continued in - power, - that confequence muft

natuml]y enfue. A private merchant may fometlmes Mono--

polize a trade, and that undoubtedly is an mJury to- the:

publick ; but it can be only a tranfient i injury, as there. are
three thmgs, any of which muft inevitably foon put a ftop.
to it 3 his death, his bankluptcy, or his making a fufficient
fortune: the ﬁlﬂ:muﬁ happen i in acourfe of years; the fecond:

often Attends unfair attempts ; ‘the th1 d follows from fupe-
rior add1efs, or good 'luck in the tiade wnelem he engages,.

Here are. three chances to terminate hlS views; but in a

‘nmono;)o]y fupported. by the pubhch thefe chancee -are

all
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all'cut off.  The committee can never die; one wave fuc-

~ceeds another, and their followers roll on into the place°

of their predeceffors; they in a colle@ive capacity can only
break. ‘when' they: have broke the pubhck that fuppmted
them 5, and a fucceflion of hungry apphcants are ever in-

fatlable from. the1r firfk dependency to their plemtude of ’

power.
Vatious have. been the attempts to reform the abufes of the

~-eomm1ttee, but they have all “been. fru1tlefs 3 for the leglf'

lature havmg forged. ‘the cham, a- power “only equal to

theirs can break it and that is fincerely to be withed, for

nothmg but an- éntire- alteratmn of the prefent management
can: put - the African.trade on a. refpeétable footing.. This
is no-feratchs, eafily. to be.. healed as one of. their. fervants

’aﬂ'erted, but the whole limb is.rotten,, and mult be lopped

off,. or -a. mortzﬁcatmn ‘muft enfue, and pethaps reach the

] i’ltals of our country From a monopoly no. encreafe of. trade

éan ‘be - expe&ed ‘and’ were they ‘once 1nveﬂ'ed with extra<

ordmary powers,, and poﬁ'eﬁ'ed of great opulence, all ‘this
~Wwould only raife their views to.eafier methods of encreafing
their revenues. - Under the pretence of mvefhgatmc further

fources. ‘of - commerce -in:'the interior. parts of Afrlca, they
would ‘be - ‘aiming, at territorial. acqmﬁtions, which nnght
ralfe them for a tlme, but the natlves and thexr counny

: the almoﬁ 1mmed1ate confequence

“ Byourfhipping therefore is our- oniy ehglbie method of car--
lymg on t}ns trade, free toéll our. 1nduﬁr10us natives: The fea:

~-—
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~ their own, : ‘whenever, they. choofe to clalm them,
forts that ‘are neceflary may : be garrlfoned with - mllitary
_ gentlemen, appomted by the. company, or a committee -
fairly chofen by real Afrrcan ‘traders, and afterwards - con-

[ 42 :l

is thc only element for Britons, and ¢hat makes all the coafts
‘The

firmed by government : Let them have ample falarles, but

under a total prohrbltlon of entenng into any -trade what-

foever, either on fhore or on board, Wh1ch wrll make them

llmpartlal Judges of any. difference that rnay aufe between
and by that means they ‘may reftore .
vthe nghts, the honour and dignity of the Britith. name.
'Let therr appointment be for three years only, and though

the. traders and natives,

th1s ef’cabllfhment Would be expenfive, . yet the favmg that

. mlght be: made to the pubhck by. taking off . improper . per-

quifities, and leffenmg the number of forts, . ‘would: rather

‘ reduce than encreafe the expences in general efpecrally after

) the ﬁr{’t neceﬂ'ary charges were prov1ded for ; . that is,. When
_ﬁve of thofe now ruinous forts, -which, are as many as need

be kept up, . were properly repaired , under the 1nfpeéhon of
an engmeer 5 for dear eexperience } has taught us what it is to

leave itto the dlfcretlon of a governor. . One fort with ano-

ther mlght be malntamed for about : I,oool a .year, as that .

calculatlon Was made for. Annamaboe. ‘The committee W1th

eleven forts have had yeally about 2, oool .mare than that- '
' for thefe twelve years paft; fo doubtlefs they have a con-

' the pubhck and for which and all other deﬁc1enc1es what-

foever, _accordlng to the - preamble of the laPc general Aﬁlcan_
: a&, :

[43]

& T applehend all the members of the company are Joxntly
and feverally accountable. ’
The fame fum government now allows Would pay all ex-
pences, and afford to fix the governor of Cape Coalft’s falary*
at-1,000L: .with 300l yearly for his table; ‘and each other

- governor’s at 5ool. ‘And ‘how many half-pay officers would

" be happy to go a three years tour on:fuch conditions ! "The

only :forts - that need be + kept. up, are" the five following,
. Dixcove; Cape. Coaft Caftle, . Annamaboe, Wmnebah and
- Accra; . for Appolonia and Whidah - are evidently i injurious,

and the reft unneceﬂary to-the tiade: and as to numerous

. forts to trade at, the Britifh: fhips fupply their places., They
. are now in fuch numbers on-that Coaft, that there can fcarce |
be produced a fingle inftance of any confiderablé mart, Where :

there-have- not conf’rantly been two or ‘three; and ﬁ'equently
ten, . twelve: and. fourteen =, and this. fuperiority: in thipping,:
added to-a fuperlorrty alfo in our affortment for trade,  will
always prevail’ with the natrves, and enable us . to out-do
“cither French or Dutch, efpecially if we carefully - prohibit
all contrads with French veflels for negroes to be delivered to:
‘thém in Africa, which gives. t-hem'an ~opportunity to lie upon-

~ the Coaft, to acquaint themfelves with that and the; trade,, :
: and then fupplant us by their fupplenefs and dexterlty

'* The governor of Cape Coa{t has now. as good as zoool per ann excluf' ve
of trade ; and one govemor in two years only camed home I2 ,oool though he

" did ot fell five hundred ﬂaves to the fhlppmg

< Perhaps the' fame” money might afford -to: fettle a. fort-at Sxerra Leon,
according to-a. propofal at letter [H. ] in the appenchx :

a“Gz

The
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The advantages the fhipping wonld enjoy. from, ¢he-coms

petition between them and the forts ceafing, would my-

tually eftablifh a friendthip and: refpe& between them:: When
they ceafed to be rivals, they: would - naturally be brothers,
Accommodations, protetion, and-every intercourfe: of *kind+
nefs would arife, and the natives be kept in awe, when ‘they
found the Englith were unanimous : - juftice: and: protection
are all the negroes with for,and: under fuch a .gevernment they

.rmght be fecure of ‘both. :Bome' negroes of other mnations
‘might be trained toarms, who. could:be:more ufeful in, guard-

ing the private traders:in the towns, than European foldlers,

and Would be faithful with. kind -ufage, ‘and could not be

nljuredz by their* bemg expofed to the climate. ‘The honour

-and juftice: of fentiment, that. mxhtary ardor. 1nfp1res, efpe-
«cially :in the: early part of Jlife-~~the hopes of preferment,

‘which government would readily. grant, if requefted by. the

~ African company. for an officer, who had behaved with un-~

{potted -integrity abroad---the - applaufe of the world, and

‘ fnendfhlp of the merchants, are no {iall fecurﬁy for the

.good behavieur of the military gentlemen : and were even
thefe motives, mfuﬂiment the fhort time" they weuld ﬁay

“pon ‘the Coaft, ‘would make it hardly poﬁible, or worth

while -for- them to form conne&wns Whlch muft fo foon be
broke th1ough ,

Should they notwuhﬁandmg aé’c Wrong, acolony upon the
Coaﬂ: would be the proper and effectual, remedy.; but if that

“Was. not thought expedient, or tog. expenfive; the nexteligi-
ble Pcep is, that a ﬁfty or ﬁxty gun {hlp and a fngate oF tWo,
4 o Wlth,

[45]

with: fenfible ftéady officers, and a‘man of reputatlon in the‘_
law as judge, mlght call at every place of trade on' the Coaf’c '

and: do the nativés Ju{’ace, ifill treated by the Engl lfh the1e 5.
or exak it of them, if- they were the oﬁenders.~ Thls'
courfe Pcead‘.xly purfued with a proh1b1t1on of 3 any glatmty

bemg received; of any trade carried on by the Judge, or com-
manders and officers : under fevere penalues, would 1etr1eve
the national chara&er of Juf’uce and power and the natwes.
of Africa, when fure of not bemg mJured Would not be in-
clmabl’e to commlt any 1nJury ‘

m«em W‘H‘%M ‘!"I"b'%**%%***imm%&%%@*i‘M*Wﬂ*i‘{‘ﬁ‘bi’ﬁ&*”‘l‘ﬂ%‘b .

i CHA P VI
.4’ new AFRICAN ACT propofed

O brmg all thefe regulatmns to a’ point, the beﬂ: Way;' 4

. feems, to throw. them together into one view, in the-
form of ‘an A& of Parhament, which properly executed might
remedy every abufe, and fet the: Afncan trade on a falr and '

.....

fl,lpport of our eolomes. e
An a.ét of parhament paﬁ’éd in the* = year of hls majeﬂy
kmg George the Thxrd for the regulatmn and encourage:.
St e Tl IR ;m¢nt
* A&d‘a;eg and~ fums prmted in Itahck are humbly fubmxttedg as is- the wholc
°fihk33&,t0 G9niid§ratxon of. govcmment. B R R R T St
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ment of the Brrtrfh trade to Aﬁ-rca, and for the advantage of
the Brrtrfh commerce and colonres. , :

mbetms, by an aét paﬁ'ed in the twenty thrrd year of hrs

late Ma_]eﬂy, entltled « an aét for extendrng and improving.

« the trade to Afrrca, At was. enaéted that, ¢ all his Ma-

« _]efty s fubje&s {hall be free to trade from Port Sallee in
3 Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, both 1ncluﬁve, and.
K that all his Ma_]eﬂy s fub_]eé’rs tradmg to or from Ahrca be-

X tween Cape Blanco and the Cape of Good Hope, fhould

" «for ever thereafter be a body corporate 2 and polrtrc, by the

¢ name of The Company of Merchants tradmg to Africa ;

<t and that any rof his Ma]efty sfubje&s tradrng or. 1ntend1ng to ‘

¢ trade to Africa, upon payment,of the fum of forty-fhillings

-¢¢ each, Ihould have rrght to vote for .the committee-men
< of the faid company, in manner and form as is by faid
¢« 2& dire@ed : Q{RD dﬂl{beteas, a- great ‘number of per—-‘

fons, neither trad1ng nor 1ntend1ng to trade to or from Afrrca,

“have becorme freemen’ of thie faid company, and have thereby
obtamed a very extenfive’ and undue 1nﬂuence in the eleéhons '
of ‘committee-men thereof contrary to the true intent- and g
meanmg of the faid aé’c “and ‘have' rendered the fard com~ ’

" mitteé-men, and the: governors of forts and other oﬂicers em-?

‘-ployed by or under the faid company, lefs’ dependent upon:;v
“the teal tradeérs to and-from Afrrca free of the faid tompairy,
-than of rrght and for ‘the’ mteref’c and ‘wellfare ‘of: thé-trade’

toand from Africa they ought to be, jf'm: veniedy of fuch
abufe, and ofthe evil confequenices that have: proceeded Arom

it, and for. preventmn of the Iike“in future, and’ for the bet- ’

3 ’ - ter

w1

‘ter regulatron of ithe faid: companyy their commrttee men.-

.y

and officers of what rank: and degree foever 3

- 2B¢; it eniucted,  and it ist hereby. énaded, by the: l<;1ng s mof’c .
’ excellent Majefty, by. and. with the - advice of the: lords - fpi-
ritual and-temporal; and commons in this prefent parliament
,aﬁ‘embled that fo much of thefaida& or.of any other a&; that -
‘may. ftand in contradi&tion. to thrs a&, i be repealed -annulled

and made.void, and is hereby. repealed, annulled and made

“void 3 and that any new regulations in this act:fhall be eftab-
lithed, and in-force. from and:after. the refpeé’rrve dates here-r :
_after to befet forth. = i run s L ,
th be if: Bnﬂfteh, and it iis : ena&ed by the authorrty

.;aforefald, that . of the: perfons, who' now. are or.-may: here-
after become freemen of ‘the; fard company, only fuch fhall
»j‘have rlght to’ be permltted t6 vote for or in-the: choice of ‘a

committee-man or. committee-men: of - the - A{aid: company,

‘who were at;the:.time -of: their - admiflion -to: the freedom
jthereof or it fome trme thereafter, a&ially: and bond - fide-for
: their’ own: account, and not for, that ‘of -any other-perfon, in
fome-one. fhrp or; veflel, and her: cargoe employed ‘in trading
10.0r, from the Goaft of Afrrca -within :thé:limitsiaforefaid, -

interefted ‘as_owners thereof, : ‘and to retain:for their ufe; and

" to bear A;ﬁlnally the proﬁt and lofs th_\ereupon.,. in the full pro- .
portion of fuch fum  to. the whole of the:adventure,> to the
amount of [gool.: or’ upwards, -and who- fhall igive :inan

account in wrrtrng at the o{ﬁce or. chamber of the fald com-~

in




_.only: thall have right and be.pdrmitted to vote for any oin-~

T 48 1]

in their proper hand writing; in ‘the prefence -of two lawfu]

witnefles, on or before the laft day-of Apri/ 1973, or at the

time ;o{ tHeir’ dqﬁ1~ihg ‘to become ‘freenien: of the “faid com-
panyy if after that -date, fetting forth'the’ yeat,  name of
'the hip,  mafter: and owners, and to what ‘part of Afiica
+fuch their "?advginthr'e, wis or 1s 2 2And be it enacted by the
favithority ‘aforefaidy ' thit any and every freeman of the faid
:¢ompany. being {o qualified, ‘and having ‘given in fuch
-account oh or. ‘before the laft “day of. April 19773, wnd fuch

mittee-man or. committee-men to be chiofén at ‘any time
thereafter ; 'but 'it hall ‘not 'be permitted to "ahy freeman of

-the ifaid ?cbmpany,:‘»‘ admitted . to 'the - ﬁ'eedom ‘thereof ‘aftér
Ithdt day, to vote‘for orin the choice: of uniy conifiittebfuan.
‘or-committée-men, until he fhall have been free of 'the fhid:

company one‘entire year, - L s

- 240D for as'much: as:the Provirice ofﬁéxfégambia?sﬁnder |
 the ‘immedidte : direction of government,, »aid ‘Barice “Hland:

on.the 'fi;.venrb‘f Sierra Lieon,: s vefted bya:naf&paﬂéd in:
- the twenity-fifth year of  his late: majéfty “inoparticular) per-

foris, :and- that 'the faid ‘company. have notoner Guglhit toHave

‘any authority or cognizance in orof ‘the :fane, “it’s hereby
declared, that the being ‘owner er: interefted in:any #fhip ot

veflel employed in trading to-any ‘amount ‘or vahie Whatfo-
ever to. or frém 'bothor either of “thofe places Thall 1ot give

- any-qualification  to, ‘or ‘enable any perfon: to vote for  any

‘committeé-man orcommitteemen-of the faid company until

Clwin coheonsowinrn Ltvir oot eoowc ool nshoth

C[oe 1 ~ |
both o cither of thofe places thall or may by law of parlia-
nient be put under direction of the faid company. = -

“%nd the better to prevent any. fraud, collufion or mifre-

refentation of any perfon made free, or defiring to be made

free of the faid company, or in the election of a committee-

man ‘or’ committee-men - thereof, in the ‘account to be. de-
livered in writing, “as herein before directed, F¢ 18 Enmtgi}
by the “authority aforefaid, that if any perfon now free o

the f{aid company, or . that fhall hereafter be made free

" thereof, -fhall not be a¢tually, tru1>’:a¥1d;59534 fide interfted

as to profit and lofs, in the manner ,a{ad to ,t}:l_e fullextent .
"2 {hall be in fuch account fet forth, ,wmhouF any umdgr‘np;tyv

25 to.the fame, or any part thereof, from any pg:;r{bn Qr‘*)‘eirfp‘nvs
whomfoév\er, fuch perfons made free, or de@r111g to be made
free, fhall for every fuch offence, as well as for evgry;time
he {hall prefume to vote for a committee-man or committee-

men of the faid company, forfeit the fum of 500l. to be re-

“covered in manner as by the faid aét of the twenty-third of

his late majefty is direéted in the claufe for recovering of

; e e T 101 thereof  to .the
-penalties ; ~and to be :apphed, one molety thereof -t th

‘perfon who fhall fue for the fame, the other moiety for and
_tdwéfds the maintaining the forts and {ettlements underthc
direcion of the faid company S AP 2
D i i5 aifo Yeeeby enaced, the more to facilitate
‘the effé&uals,"Ijunif.hme’nt“vof the . frauds, _cgll;uﬁon.s or mif~
reprefentations aforefaid ; that the onus proéaﬂdz:[hgll "1ay
‘on the perfon’ or ‘perfons againft. whom {fuch  accufation

s fhall
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fhall be, and not upon the perfon accuﬁng him' or - fumg

‘ for the fame. -

2 be it enacted, and it is ena&ed by the authonty
aforefald that it {hall not be permltted ‘to the committee-~

men to contrad debts to or with any governor or fervant of.
the company aforefaid; or for any.greater amount, or other
purpofes - than thofe for which the annual fupply is granted

by parliament; and that if any governor, - officer, or fervant

of - the faid company {hall advance any fum or fums for the

“ufe of the faid company, beyond what the. faid annual- fupply

fhall without- any anticipation be able to difcharge, and be

 directed by the committee to be fo fupphed for the fervice of

the current year, the fame {hall be 1rrecoverably forfetted

“and loft.”

And n)bmttas it s hlghly necelTary for the good and

‘wellfare of the 'African trade, that.the governors, chiefs or

other {ervants, appomted or to be appomted by the . com-
mlttee-men of the fa1d company, .thould not be conneé’ced}

‘in any Way or manner. whatfoever - with any “of the Gid

“committee-men, other than fimply and'diftin&ly as fervants

“of the’ company, - e it 2natt9h, .and it is enacted by the
authonty aforefaid, that it fhall not be lawful for any com-
mittee-man of the f{aid company. clurlno the exerc1fe or pof-

: fefﬁon of fuch oﬁice, by himfelf of in partne1fh1p, by means.
“of any third perfon, or in. any other way -whatfoever, upon
' his or their own account, or ‘upon commiflion, or by way
of agency, dlreétly or 1nd1re€t y to thip goods,: or: charter -

veﬁ‘els, or in any Wlfe trade or have commerce with or for

BN i, ~ i SRS et T

| a&.

[‘1 5]

‘any govelnot, chief, or othe1 fervant employed by or under

the faid- compmy, on pain of 1"o1fe1t1nor for cvery and each

“offence the full fum of 1 ,000. to be 1ccove1ed ancl applled .

as heretofme ment1oned

Q{uh for - the more eEe&ual preventmg ‘the governors of
the forts from all manner ‘of trade Whatfoever, and for the
encouragement of the flnppmg, by cuttmg off all pofﬁb1hty
of compet1t10n between them and the forts, ﬁﬁe i Qn&tmn,

' and it is enaded by the authouty aforefald that the gover—

nors of the forts fhall be gentlemen bea11ng ‘his *najeﬁy $

: comm1ﬁ1on in the army or marine forces, and belng on half-

pay: and that if they trade themfelves. or pel mit any. pelfon

‘whatfoever in or out of the fort or fo1 ts under theu com- \

mand, ‘on boald or on fhore, dne&ly or 1nd1re&ly to txade

for them, they fhall zp_/b faéto be deprived of their’ command,

fent home, and rendeted for ever 1ncapable of fervmg his
mﬂgeﬁy or -the company in any capac1ty Whatfoever, over |

and above other penalnes hereafter to be fet forth by thls

,:mi] fo1 the better encouragement of fuch gentlemen,
LBe it Eﬂﬂft@h, and it is enacted by the author ity aforef’ud
that the governor of Cape Coaf’t Caf’tle fhall have I cool ])er

 annum falary, and be allowed 300! for a table for hnnfelf
:a commiffioned officer as heutenant ‘and a furgeon to be ap-

pointed under him, which fa1d l1cutenant fhall have lq.ool per
annum falary, and the fu1geon 3ool And that the faid

*governm fhall “be commander in chief of all his maje[’cy s

forts upon the Gold Coaf’c and between Cape Blanco and
: *H 2 ‘ ‘ ’ the
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the Cape of Good Hope, and {hall be moreover vefted
Wlth the powers of a juftice of peace, to enab]e him to take
afﬁdawts and redlefs {mall complamts, as well as give him
the greatcr weight in ad_]uﬁmg all <difputes that may arife

‘between the fhipping and the natives ; for his good and up- |
Anght behavmur whereln he fhall be accountable -to further
'enquuy -and that the forts called Dixcove, Annamaboe,

Winnebah and Accra, Ihall alfo cach have a commiflioned

"oﬁﬁcer, in the army or - marine forces, bemp on halfpay, as

governor, witha falaxy to each of 500/, per annum, and fhall

~be fub_]eét to fuch or ders as they fhall receive from the gover-

nor of Cape Coa{’c Caf’tle, and that they, as Well as the gover-

:11or of Cape Coaﬁ Caﬁle, fhall have a competent number of
»_fubaltern oﬂicers and prlvate men under them, to render

’ 'them 1ndependent of the natlves, and capable of prote&mg
‘the trade. : ’

zmh that thefe governors, though bearmg h1s Ma_]eﬁy s
commlﬁion, may alfo be properly dependent on the  com-
mittee and company of merchants tradmg to Afr1ca, B¢ if
znamzti, and it is ena@ced by the authority. aforefaid, : that
they fha]l be appomted by the fald company of Merchants
ata general meetmg to be ordered by the committee, giving
a fortmght s notice in the Gazette, and fhall then be con-
firmed by government for fuch time only as they fhall
& conformably to their mf’cru&lons, and for the benefit of
trade ; ‘and that no comm1ﬂ1on, for any governor ‘or other

ofﬁcers, fhall exceed the {pace of three years ; though to

encourage the governors of the mfenor forts, and the licu-

‘tenant of Cape Coaft Caftle, one of them fhall have the pre-

4 ference
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ference of fucceeding to the command- thereof, on the return
of the governor to England, or his otherwife vacating his go-
vernment 5 Whlch fucceflion, when there are more compe-
titors: than _one, fhall ‘be decided by the. Judge and com-
mlfﬁoned oﬁicers of the yearly thips, (hereafter to be men-

thHEd) in conﬁderatlon of .the intelligence they may receive

on the fpot, relative to their, former good behaviour. .

mtm be {¢ waftzia, and it is".enacted by the authority
aforefald that the other {ix f01ts “upon, the Gold . Coaft, hav-
ing { fome of them ‘been found ‘injurious to ‘trade and the
others unneceﬁluy, fhall be no longer provided for, but marks
of po{TeHion with the Engh{h arms fhall be left, and their
ﬁores, and whatever elfe ‘may be. ufeful conveyed to fome of
the ﬁve remaining forts, which may ftand moft in need of
them; which, together with the repair of the faid remaining
forts, (hall be done under the dire@ion and by the orders of
an engtneer or engmeers, to be fent out exprefsly for that pur-
‘pole ;- and that no governor fhall interfere W1th or have
-any hand in repairing or. 'making any alterations in the fort
under hls command, upon pain of fufpenfion. i

:&nb mnegeas, though it was enjoined. and dlreé’ced by

l»“an a& paﬂ'ed in the fifth year of his prefent majef’cy, ent1tled .

“ An a& for repealing - the a& vefting the fort of Senegal

Bt and it’s dependenc1es, in the company of merchants -trad- ,

« 1ng to Afnea, &¢. &c.” that all the forts, warehoufes, and
bu1ld1ngs under the direction of the faid company, thould
_be free and open to all his Majefty’s fubje&s, for protedion

of theu' perfons and -property to a certam e}\tent, ‘and that
: - R
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it thould not be lawful for any officer or'fervant employed

by the committee‘of *the faid- company, to export ‘negroes

from Africa -upon thcn OWn- account, upon pain “of " dif-
miffion from the" fervice of “the ‘faid company, yet it has
been ' Juﬂly complalned of, that the fard oﬁ‘icers or' fote of
/them, contrary to’ ‘their duty and the inténtion of parhament

have, under various frivolots pretexts, refufed’ the traders to
Africa that proteé‘clon for“their pcrfons ‘and- property, that of

right they " ought chearfully and readlly to have granted

'and alfo, that fuch " officers’ employed by - the ‘committee,

contrary to - the 1nJun&10n aforefard have ﬂnpped O‘T and
”exported conﬁderable numbers of n negroes ﬁom the coaf’c of

| ‘Afrlca 2159 if Bnaftzﬁ, and it is- enacted by - the authorrty

aforefeud that it fhall not be lawful for : any “governor, chref

ori‘other : officer ‘or fervant cmployed by or under the com~

trthat he fhall defire. -

*mlttee, ‘to: refufe the ufe of : any Warehoufe, room, or other
‘place i in’ any of the forts under the dirécion of the fard com—
“pany to any Britith fubjeét Whenfoever he fhall aﬂ< it for p1 e-
fervation or defence of his perfon or property, in cafe of any
drfpute between fuch Britifh fubjeét and the natives of Af-
“rica, “or apprehenﬁon of an enemy for’ any reafonable trme

And any governor or oHicer, or other

g ervant of the faid - company, delayrnor or refuﬁng fuch uxe

- of the forts, or to give a recerpt for the faid goods or any or

all prote@ion ~that in - his - power may lie to the fubvec?s
" of Great’ Brrtain, thall be difmifled from the fervice of the
“ faid “company, ‘and ‘if a commiffioned officer rendered for

hE ever incapable of fervmo his majefty or the company in any

capacrty

TR R e

s o

[ 355 ]

capacity. what{cever: and any governor, officer, or fervant -

employed by or under the faid company, fhipping off negroes .
upon his own account, ’ as the’effe@s ‘of perfons deceafed, or.
upon any other account. whatfoever, {hall forfeit his property
in the fame, one half-to'the perfon who {hall inform thereof,
the other half to the mafter of thc veffel, in which the fame -
thall. be -thipped ;- and the- governor, officer or: fervant fo
oﬂendrng be drfmlfTed from the fervice of  the faid company,
and be rendered mcapable, if a commiflioned officer, of ever
fervrng his: majeﬁy or the cornpany 1n any capauty What—
foever; .

..2nd mijm:zag the legahty of the fa1d trade to Aﬁlca for

| negroes -has - been drfputed notwrthﬂandrng cuftom .almoft:

1mmemor1a1 and: ‘many. acts. of parliamient for the extending,:

1mprovrng and encouragmg thereof, Wwe 1t enated, and 1t
1 ena&ed by the authority. aforefaid, | that : -all his: majef’cy s.

{ubje&s are free; .and have 'a legal 1ight to. purchafe negroe:

" {laves from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good Hope;"

both 1ncluﬁve, and to fell the fame in the colonies, whether:
Weft India Iﬂands ‘or North: Ameuca, or the feas thereto ad—
_}omlng, and that the - purchafers thereof have a property in:

“them,- and a rlgnt to their labour: and produoc, they always

allowmg them proper. cloathing and maintenance : &0 i
-And be it enacted, and it.is enacted: by, the authorrty
aforefsud -that ,the faid; ;negroes fhall - be fecure in their hvcs

‘and hmbs, ,and that if -any: planter or dther of his majef’ty 5

free. fub_]e&s, thlough wanton- cruelty,: maims: a, negro or:

‘ defaces hrm, ér: caufes him: to, be maimed- or defaced, “fuch.

ncg_ro
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negro {hall be frée ;--and if : the faid negro dies, the perfon |

who was the caufe. thcreof fhall -be accountable to the lavvs,

as for the lofs of any other. of ‘his ma_]efly s fubjects :- ‘and if

it appears to any of 'his’ ma_]eﬁy s governors or maglﬁrates

abroad, that any planter withholds - from his negroes propcf
cloathing and ' fufficient mamtcnance, for'the firft: oﬁr’ence'

he fhall fuffer a fine' at-the difcretion of fuch magd‘rate,'

but not exceedmg 20l. and for the fecond convidion; double,‘
and - {o on ‘zories quot:es, ~until “he~ glves them “'their proper’

allowance, fuch as may be’ fettled by the Jaws ‘of the’ colony,‘

“and that on the other hand, negroes ‘convi@ed of idlenefs,

negleding their - ‘mafter’s bufinefs, or abfcntmg themfelves

from their fervice, : {hall" ‘be liable to fuch pains- and pumfh—-i

ments as the laws of :.the colony thall inflict; prov1ded'
always that the magﬂ’crates, ‘not plantcrs, fhall order and
infli& all pumﬂxments for offences deemed dcfcrvmg feventy
bcyond what the planters fhall-have the : powcr of ordering,

- which fhall never: exceed " forty Pcrlpcs, under penalty of

sol to be forfeited to-the maglfhate of the place.

e il mhetmg many negrocs have been brou0ht into Eng—
land to the ‘detriment of the Colonjes and’ encreafe of idle
{ervants here, 0B¢ i€ enarted, and it is enaGed by the autho-
rity aforefaid, ‘that from and after: the fir/? day of j'u[y next
enfuing what{oever fubJe& of Great Britain: {hall" import a

negroc here,  {hall attend 1mmecl1ately at the Cuftom-houfe,
. pay aduty of 1ol. a'head for every negroe fo 1mported and -

give in fuch. negroc’s free confent. and: agreemcnt, ﬁgned by
him or her voluntarily, to retum ‘from whcnce he or the came,

within -

SRR
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.within the {pace of two years;. and fhall g g)wc a bond of gol.
“to government for fuch negroe’s return within {uch time, and
to produce a ce1t1ﬁcate thereof under pain of forfeiting the
faid bond, in which two lcputable houfekeepers thall alfo
be joined with the importer,” and all three jointly ‘and feve-

rally fhall be liable ‘to the fame : and whatfoever {ubject of

‘Great Britain fhall import a negroe without conforming to
‘the above direéions, fhall forfeit rool. for every negroe fo
liniported,,‘half to the perfon who {ues for the fame, and half

~to the ufe’ of - his majefty ; ‘and - the negroe fhall be free:

‘Excepting -always fuch negroes as may be hired to aflift in

|  bringing a fhip home, who fhall be reftored to their owners’

ceftates abroad and fent back by. the firft opportunity’
%ﬁ?& to prevent frauds and colluﬁons by fuch negroes

~ being called frce, 21‘,‘55 {t epacted, and it is enaed by the

,authomty aforefaid, that whatfoever ‘negroe comes, Or is
brought here under that denomination’after the faid fir/?
day of : July next. enfumg, thall pay s5o0l.-at the cuftom
houfe, to be reftored for his or her ufe on, firft, a certlﬁcate
.of  his of her failing from England ard next, “another cer-
tificate of his or her  being landed,
colonies abroad ;

and refident in the
and . that if any negroe on landing does

from whence he or the came; which faid 100l {hall be

v,recovercd and dlfpofed of as above dire&ed.

A0 to enfure juftice and good ufage to the‘ natlvcs of

* 1 : veflels

not comPly thh the above dlrcé’mons, fuch' negroe {o
~.negle&ing fhall forfeit 100l. or be. fent back to the place

;Africa upon their own Co_aﬁs, and to deter the _m_afl:e:rs"of »
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~ veflels 'employed 'in the trade thereto more effectually from
" ufing any violence to, or forcibly carrying away any native
' thereof, whether a freeman or a flave, 23¢ (€ enacted, and it
is enacted by._the' authority aforefaid, that any commander or
mafter of a veflel, that fhall by violence or fraud carry away
any native. of Africa, not purchafed in the fair courfe of
that trade, fhall, for every native fo carried away, forfeit
the fum of 100l. if fuch native be a {flave, and 200l
if he or fhe be free, to be recoveredand applied, as before
is mentioned ; and-fhall moreover repurchafe and reftore
‘him or her to his or her own country or owner therein, and
‘produce a certificate therof, under "penalty of never being
allowed to ﬁul as C'Lptam of any VeH'el in any trade whatfo-
' ever. ‘

Ro: 111 bz it enartzh, and it is ena&ed by the aufhonty
aforefaid, that whatever merchant or.mafter of a veffel, from
"Great Britain to the colonies, fhall, by contra& made in
'Euxope or America, agree to fulnlﬂl any French' thip on
the coaft of Africa with negroes, fhall forfeit treble the
‘value of fuch negfoes ‘fo’difpofed of, one third to the perfon
| ‘who fues for the fame; one third for the mamtenance of the
'~ fox ts, and one third for the ufe of his majefty.

fﬁnb wbmag an inhibition lies agalnﬁ fome artlcles of
11adc, ‘neceflary for the coaft: ‘of Africa, ‘going out in {mall
veflels, which fort‘ of veflels are /abfolutely requifite for many
rivers, which will noé admit' large ones, e it enacted, and
it is enacted by the authority aforefaid, that veflels of any
fize {hall be allowed to {hip rum, tobacco, teas, and {pirits

‘with

[59]

~with the ufual dlaWb"leS, upon the owner and mafter giving

bond that the faid veflel is intended for the coaft of Africa,

naming the port the is bound to, and engaging under pro-

per penaltles, that no palL or parcel fhall be relanded
in Burope : And be it enacted, alfo that all veffels tradmg

to the river Gambia, {hall' be allowed to carry out fuch a
quannty of crewels, as fhall be 11eccﬁa1y to make up theu

- affortment, on giving bond, that the faid crewels are for

fuch fervice only, and fhall be: landed in -fome town or
faé’cory, or otherwife d1fpofed of within the river Gambla,
and that fo much of a former a& of parhament as fubJeé’cs
the owners and mafters of ﬂnps {fo deftined for Gambm to

~any lofs for havmg fuch c1ewels on board Aﬂnll‘b\, a;no is

hereby repealed. ~ e
- And for the better detecfhon of any deceit or 11*1poﬁtlon

in the annual accounts, directed by the a&t of the twenty-
third of his late maje{’cy to be laud before the Curfitor Baron.

“of the Exchequel, the fame 1s heleby ordered to be for med

agreeable to the fame a& by the committee, " within’ one
‘month from" the explrauon ‘of their office annually,” and
then to lie for the remamdel of that month, and the fpace
of one month more, open for the 111fpeé’c1011 and obfer Jaflon
of ‘the freemen’ of the faid compmy at their “office in
London, 1mmed1ately after which it is to be laid before a
general meeting of ‘the freemen’ of the ff\ld COnlpany to be
had in London, of Whlch fourteen days notice {hall be gwen
in the London Gazette, and {uch meeting fhall ‘not be at
any tnne within one month for the general cle&tion of com-

) ‘ : mltteef

‘‘‘‘‘
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.«}mlttee men of the faid company ; and until fuch meeting

the faid accounts fhall not be deemed to :be valid, or be
capable of bemg laid before the Curfitor Baron of the Ex-
chequer. e SRUTER
And to pxevent any exaé’uon or’ colluﬁon by or in any
commlttee -man or officer employed by or under the company
aforefaud from any perfon ‘appointed by y or trafficked with
by the faid company . or committee thereof, A3g it mgm%,
and it is enaced by the authority aforefaid, ‘that any com-
‘mittee-man, oﬁ‘icel or other fcrvant belonging to the faid

company, acceptmg of any money by way of fee,- gratmty ‘

or reward, otherwife than is by law permitted, fhall be for

" ever lncapable of ferv1ce to, by orunder the faid company. -
Anb for the better fupplymg the foldiers and. inferior
officers employed in the faid forts,  ¥8¢ {t sm'{l’tzh, and it is

enacted by the authorlty aforefaid, that the faid committee,
,under penalty of fine or dlﬁmﬁlon, {hall take care that they

‘ have at leaft as ample food, and as proper and wholefome

drmk and cloathmg, fultable for the chmate, as any of his
majeﬁy s forces f’tatloned abroad ; and ﬂaall fend fuch food,

drink and cloathmg themfelves for fuch purpofes, 'md not
leave the fame or any part. thereof to be furmfhed by the
governors or other officers of the forts in any degree, that -

can in the nature of thmgs be plevented -and for {o mLch
as may remain due or owmg to any oﬂicer or foldier in the
ferVn:e of the f’ud company after defraymg the charge of

'neceﬁ'aty food and raiment, and deducing fuch remittances

as they may make to thelr relatlons or. fnends n Encrland

4 . B ' “the

[ 6r ]

the faid committee-men {hall caufe the fame to be p'ud to
fuch officers or foldiers in filver {pecie. ,

~qND to the intent that all abufes: in the Afrlcan trade
may be effectuall y and fpeedlly reé’uﬁed 2152 it endcted, and
it is enacted by the authority. aforefa1d ‘that copies- of this
a& fhall be immediately. fent out to:all the ‘governors of
the forts on the Gold Coaft, and that they, and their officers
and . fervants, be d1re8ed to hold. themfelves in readinefs
to return to England by the firfp day of fuly next enfuing,
under penalty of confifcation of their effects, one half to the
captains of men of war fent out with the next governors,
according to this a&, ‘and the other half for the maintenance

of the forts, which are defigned to be kept up :: and that a

general meeting of the African traders, qualiﬁed as by this
ad is dire&ted, on or before the /g day of April next -

enfuing, fhall be held at their chamber .in London, . on'the
Jecond day of May next enﬁnng, where the intended gover-

nors, - officers-'and fervants of the five forts of .Cape ‘Coaft
- Caftle, Dixcove, Annamaboe, Winnebah and -Accra fhall
be elected, and application made to government that a com-

petent number of foldiers be ordered to be got ready with

all poflible d1fpatch and all neceflary ftores, - provifions and

inftrud@ions fent out with them, fo as to reach the Coaft by
the hird of j’ulj next enfuing, that a full and immediate
change of men -and meafures " ‘may - at once take place n

~ England and Africa; and that with them one or more en-

gineers {hall alfo be fent out,” who fhall be and are hereby
:made, {ubje& to the fame 1eﬁr1&10ns as to. trade, as the’ “g0-
vernors
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“werniors of the forts are by this ac :declared’ to-be, which

engineers fhall infpec the faid five forts; and - give directions
for putting them in prdpef,'and ~refpectable repair, which

© direions the faid governors fhall comply with and not be

permitted to make any ‘alterations : And that - the - faid
engineers fhall receive and tranfmit homie, an account of all
the ftores and other public effets in the forts, for the improper

~ deficiencies whereof at the time of taking the inventory, the
~ prefent committee and ‘ governors fhall be accountable ; as

fhall every fucceeding governor. for deficiencies in his time,
upon quitting his command and returning to England.

- Andin aid of the fupport of the forts and:expences heréby

inicurred, : a tax of oze or zwo fhillings per ton {hall be levied
on-all fhips and veflels fitted out from Great. Britain or her
colomies - for the African trade, from and after the fir/# day
‘Of‘ydﬂﬂa(y’,'. I973. L I
- 24nD that thefe regulations and all future orders of fuc-
ceeding _(/:bmm\ittees ~fhall  be effectually- and c'onﬁan_tly'
complied with, B¢ if gnacted, ‘and it is enacted by the au-
.-thority aforefaid, that every. September in- every {ucceeding
year, a fifty or fixty gun man of war with one or more fri-
gates, and a tender, ihefll fail ffom England with a prudent
perfon of reputation learned in the law, who fhall a& as judge,
and the captains and commiffioned officers of the faid veflels
as jury, who fhall ftop at every place of tra'de}upon the Coaﬁ,

--and hear and redrefs all gfievanées and -abufes. committed by’
~the Britifh fubjeés againft ‘the natives and vice wverfd 5 for

-which purpofe ‘they fhall be empowered to enter into, and
' . {ettle

[ 63 ]
fettle treaties with the natives,.and that they {hall have power
to force all-offenders to make recompence for offences to the

parties injured, and to order or bring fuch perfons home from

off the Coaft, who {hall be guilty of any enormities ; and
{hall bring back an account of all their tranfa&ions, and of
.com.plairits againft mafters of fhips, or governors and officers
of the company, who {hall -be proceeded againft according
to the dire@ions of the committee as authorifed by this act :
And that b»u-p"ori their return, a frigate thall carry out officers

: tb‘fup‘pfly: vacancies, or in:the: room of fuch as have been

Brought home, or by their improper ~behavi_our'def¢rvedhtq
be fuperfeded ; which frigate fhall convoy one or more ftore

fhips with fuch 'things,nét articles of trade, as fhall be wanted

:ii'po'ﬁ the Coaft for the maintenance of the forts, of which
there fhall’ conftantly «.in'aea’(':h_' be ‘at leaft four ‘months
- beif ‘enaited, and it is enadted by the ‘authority

aforefcud,tlnt all caufes 'héél‘d'upon',the Coaft fhall'be with=

out any manner of charges upon any pretence whatfoever to- .

either party, and that the judge, officers, fecretary or other

- perfons whatfoever, convided of receiving any fee,. gratuity-

or reward, or of trading in any manner whatfoever, fhall be

deprived of his office and of one year’s falary thereof, and be-
rendered incapable of ever holding any civil or military office:

under his majefty for the time to.come..

AnD be (f enacied, and it is \Aénaé’ced by the authority:
;pforefaid, that gﬂl other regulations and {fupplies Whic.h the:
committee {hall think requifite, and which fhall receive the:

K3 L ; Q,P;Rr‘o%
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sapprobation of a general meetmg of the merchants. trading

to Aftica, free of the faid company, though not in this a&

exprefled, thall be fettled and provided. for ; and that thefe
‘general or ‘ders fhall have" the force’ of a law, where they are
not contrary to the intent and meanmg of the legiflature, or
~the general intereft and emo]ument of the African trade.

- 2An beif enacted, and it is enacted by the authority afore-
faid, that fuch parts of this act as have dates aflixed to them
{hall be in force accordlng to fuch dates, and that the. whole
of the a& thall commence and be in force from and after tne

ﬁ?’ﬁ day of j’u{y next enfumg
C O N Cc L U S I O N

AT only remains to be obferved that th1s T reatlfe 1s not
‘the reverie of any one fingle perfon, but the joint fentlments
of .the beft writers upon trade, and the refult of the united
- opinions of the moft capital merchants to Africa, drawn from

their long expenence and perfe& knowledge of the fubjeé’c

and colleé‘ced by

AN AFricaN MERCHANT.

S

APPENDIX.

APPENDIX
[A]

T H E Importance of the African Trade will appear by the

following State of it in the Year 1771

¢

‘ Where gonen '. | No. of Ships Number of Negroes, .' LUn'de; ;zubaf;z Direétion,
’Se‘.ﬁegé.mb‘ia; < ‘ ' 4
Cape Blanco to C. 43 |¥ 3310, 20 ' met
ape . RZZ;. ape } 43 { 400'Tons of Gum || Covernment..
‘Gold Coat. 7| . : SR
Cape Apollonia to Ltzgos.} 29 72525 Committee,
Windward Coaft. )
Cape Rouge to Cape } - 56 11,960 - 1
. Apollmia. : 3 I, I
Blte. : 6a | o oL | S
Lagos to Cape Lopez. } 3 23301 l> ‘Merchants:
Angola. N | o " .
' Cape Lopez to Capeof || 4 | . 1050
Good Hope. R o J
""Tot'alr o ’ 1'9‘5. . , ;47,‘14'6 o _ Beﬁdegﬁffz}friii;l fmall»
Of thefe 19 5 thps, 107 went from Liverpool for — 120,250
- - 58 went from London for = — 8,136 Negrovs.
‘23 went from Briflol for =~ — 8,810 f Eg'm,’
5 went from Lancafler for — g50J°

In the Ycar 1752, 88 Ships went from England for 25,920 Negroes.'

B . . ,Ta’«
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To frew the State of the Trade from LiverrooL zhe Jollowing /Ic‘C&zzrz%",
R - from 1709 to 1771, is inferted. ' )

1709 co.-

-1 Veffel: - ° oy 1761 69 Veflels

1730 - - 15 Ditto 1762 61 Ditto
1737 = - 33 Ditto Al 1763 . 74 Ditto

1744 - - -34 Ditto 1764 74 Ditto '
175¢ = - 53 Ditto . |l 17065 8o Ditto and 4. fhallops
1752 -« 53 Ditto 1766 61 Ditto .

1753 - = 73 Ditto, | 1767 83 Ditto and 3 ditto
1754 - - 72 Ditto 1768 81 Ditto and 3 ditto
1755 = - 41 Ditto 1769 96 Ditto

1756 = = 60 Ditto. - -~ || 1770 - 06 Ditto -

757 - =47 Ditto- -~~~ " {} 1771 113 Ditto, thofe now fit- ~
1758 -~ - 51 Ditto , ting out included.
1759 - - 58 Ditto - " N.B. Authentic lifs of thefe with the
1760 = - 4 Ditto names of the commanders and owners are

' ready for infpection, if defired.

| 'Pf.e.ﬁdxes the{'e thips, thgre go annually from quth-A&leric'a and the
'Weit-Indies at leaft 60 or 70, and they are yearly increafing, and that

their numbers now are confiderable will appear by a certificate figned by
thirteen Captains -of veflels in’ the road -of Annamaboo againft the
governors of the forts, added towards the end of this Appch’dix, fix of
‘whom came from the colonies. " J -

" Gold impotted from the Gold Coaft before the commiltec’s time, was-

-annually from 120,000 to 150,000 ounces; and one year 400,000 guineas

- were coined from what was"broﬁght;from thence ; befides 150,000
- Negroes have been purchafed there in a year. A

By a caleulation of the trade and the fhips employed in it, it appears,
that at Jeaft One Million and an Half. of Money is annually remitted

to Great-Britain for Negroes, .and .that the value of .other articles im- -

ported, .as gold, wex, ivory, malaguetta peppef, rice, ebony, redwood,
'apd other dyeingwoods, amounts to at leaft half a million more; fo
that two millions of money is brought home by this trade in its prefent

| | ' - fuate
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fate, and it is univerfally allowed, it might be encreafed infinitely
inore by proper regulations. ‘ ' :

Tt now employs above 50,000 ton of fhipping, and is carried on chiefly
by our own manufa@ures, and furnithes the Colonies with 40,000 la~
bourers yearly. THe advantage to the revenue is equal to that of the
merchants, and whatfoever is the annual value of the Negroes imported
into our Colonies, fo much is the benefit arifing to government from
the duties of the commodities produced by their labour : ‘As for example;
every Negro is admitted; - befides earning provifiens for himfelf, to pro-
duce by cultivation an hog(head of fugar; fuppoﬁf;g that to weigh 12
Ct: the duty is 3l. 16s. od. (being 6s. 4d. per Ct.) and that being con-
fidered as an annuity for the Negroe’s life is worth 381, which is about
the value of a new Negro. . o 4

The great encreafe of the cultivated lands in- our Colonies accounts’
for fo grcat/‘a number of Negroes being fent there yearly, and fuch
profits accruing from their cultivation : ‘and many are now clearing other

lands, and will foon make fimilar returns. It has been faid, that the num«
bers fent arofe from fo many dying in the Colonies from ill ufage, but that
“is by no means trie ¢ the Planters confider their own intereft, and ufe
them better than-they do our own convi@s, for this plain reafon, that -

in the latter they have only a temporary intereft, in' the former a permanent

“ones fo that were our Plantations abroad carried on by indented Jervants

from England, the fame reafoning would hold good, and the labour they
muft undergo being increafed by the fhort duration of propetty their
mafters had in them, and by their own unfitnefs to work in thofe hot

Climates, would be fuch a drain of men as the Parent Cduhtry could

not {pport,  See Letter [L ]faft theend of the A"ppegdix{.»_




4  APPENDIX [B]

[ b1

“"HREE of the followmg treatifes, figned Mercator, appeared

“in the papers of June and July laft, and, tho’ they have met with
much abufe, ‘have had no rational confutation. - In the fecond, Mercator
feems to apprehend more pernicious ‘confequences from Lord Mansfield’s
decifion, than the generality of Merchants have thought of, who have
employed their time on 'that‘fubje& which fhall be taken ‘notice of in
its proper place, and fome further thoughts fubmltted to the pubhc.

Tbougbt: upon tﬁe deﬁl/ﬂ{?ﬁ and Expedzenr_y of z‘be SLAVE TRADE,
aa’drgﬁd fo the SOCIETY. gf MERCHANTS" z‘ma’mg to Africa from
the Port of London,

.HE orrgm of ﬂavery may. perhaps adm1t of'a doubt, but both facred
and profane hiftory  concur in allowmg it to have been the praéhce,

/even from the earlieft account of time. Among the Heathens, -con-
’ queﬁ undoubted]y was their plea for enflaving the vanqulfhed countrres,
“and Herodotus, in hrs Melpomene, adds, the many cruelties praéhfed

by the Scythlans, and- other nexghbourmg nations, on their prifoners of
War, Whom they looked upon as ennrely their . property, and whom, if
they d1d not carry away captive, they put to death upon the {pot. The
Gleeks and Romans, in their brrghteﬁ and moﬁ learned @ras, had their

»uﬂaves, both taken in, ~war-and purchafed, with money, and from their

times down to the prefent it has been the univerfal pra@nce of not only
every barbarous, but every cwrhzed natron. 1 have been obhged to pre-
face my fentiments with the fanction of profane antiquity to defend
myfelf from the fneers of thofe great gemzy}s who allow of no authority
drawn from facred hiftory ; 5 but to the fedate, to the reafonable, to the

. Chriftian readers, I thall more fully fet forth the lawfulnels of the Slave *
Tradé from the exprefs allowance of it in Holy Writ. As to its ormm,

it
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it may pombly be derived from that fentence exprefled againft Canaan

(from whom the Africans are defcended) by his father Noah at the
hour of his death.—*¢ * Curfed be Canaan, a fervant of fervants fhall he
be unto his brethren,” But both'the origin of flavery, and the colour
of the"Africans, being incapable of pofitive proof, I fhall leave thefe
pomts for the curious, and proceed to the more exprefs mention of fla-
very. ~When Jofeph was ruler in Egypt, under Pharach, in the fecond
year, when the Egyptians had parted with their money and cattle for
bread, they came to Jofeph, and faid, ¢ - There'isnot aught left in the
fight of my Lord, but our bodies and our lands: buy us and our land
for bread, and we and our land will be fervants unto Pharaoh.” By the
Egyptians faying they had nothing left but their bodies and their lands,
it is plain that both were confidered as property ; as abfolute goods and
chattels, as their money and their cattle; and the boors in Ruffia and
Poland were, and may be now, in fome places, obliged to till the ground
for their Lord’s profit; a plain relic of this Egyptian fervitude in both
inftances, dodies and lands. Had this béen contrary to the law of.G_od,'
it would doubtlefs have been forbidden, and probably in the Command- -
ments from the Mount ; but by them their proper treatment only is ex-
aded, not their freedom. ‘They fay, ¢ # The feventh day isthe fabbath
of the Lord thy God, in it thou fhall not do any work, nor thy man-
fervant, nor thy maid-fervant.” The fouls of their fervants were theu‘

" own, and were not to be under the dominion of their maf’rets : they

were to have one day allowed them for the fervice of God, but their
60:1155 were therr mafter’s property, and for them they.were to work the:
other ﬁx dqys. The law of God allows it poﬁ‘ible even for an Hebrew
to be a flave,’ by eftablithing the dlﬂ"erent treatment he is to receive from -

the hands of his brethren. .<¢'|| If-thou buy an Hebrew fervant, ﬁx A

years he fhall ferve, and in the feventh he fhall go out free for nothmg
If he came in by himfelf, he fhall go out by himfelf: if he were mar-
ried, - then his wife fhall goout with him. If his. maf’ter have given ] hxm

a wife, and fhe have borne him fons and daughters, the wife and her
' . chil-

,‘Geneﬁs ix. 25 Q-}’Genér;s'nlviui. 18,19, 1 Lxodus XX, 10, .|l Exodus xxi. 2, 3, &c.
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terms ¢ ¢ I thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor and be fold
unto thee, thou fhalt not compel him to ferve as a bond-fervant, but as
an hired fervant and as a fojourner he fhall be with thee, and fthall ferve i
thee unto the year of jubilee: and then fhall he départ from thee, both
he and his children with him, and fhall return unto his own family,

“and unto the poffeffion of his fathers thall he return.  For they are my

6 APPENDTILIX [B] :
children fhall bé her mafter’s, and he fhall go out by himfelf. Andif |
the fervant -fhall plainly fay, Ilove my mafter, my wife, and iny chil-
dren, I will not go out free, then his mafter thall bring him unto the
judges ; he fhall alfo bring him unto ‘the door-poft; and his niafter fhall
bore his ear through with an awl, and he fhall ferve him Sor ever.”
| By this exprefs law, ‘as to their own nation, it is as certain they bought
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“others. - They could give them wives, and retain them and their chil-
dren, and if the very Hebrews once paffed the firft oppoxtumty of the
fabbatical year to affert their freedom, they, like the flaves of other nations,

‘fervants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they fhall
“not be fold as bondmen. . Thou fhalt not rule over him with rigour,

but fhalt fear thy God. ;_Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids which
‘thou fhalt have, fhall be of the heathen that are round you: of them

were fixed to the frechold, and continued fervants for evere Their fix i

years fervitude was like that of fuch of our mdonted fervants, as ferve fo thall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover of the children of the

‘many years for a fum of moneylaid down, and which in that time they may ; frrangers that do fojourn among ye, of them fhall ye buy and of their i
* be fuppofed to have earned, and it would be the greateft abfurdity to ima- families that are with you, which they begat. in your land, -and" they i
. fhall be vour poﬂeﬁion : And ye fhall take them as an mheutance for Iy

yo

gine, a foreign flave fhould be inf’cantly free on touching his mafter’s
home, when a native was confined to a fix years fervitude probably for
a lefs price. The law goes on, ¢ * If ‘a man fell his daughter, the fhall
not, &¢.” By this itappears, that flavery mxght arife from the W1]l of
the father of the famxly, fubje& neverthelefs to fuch reftriGions as the
law of'God laid down. In the 21& verfe it is exprcﬂy {aid of the maf-
“ter, “ The fervant is his money ;” yet he could not be wantonly cruel,
~ for the fmiting a " fervant {o as that he loft an eye or a tooth 4 made
him free. His nelghbour could not injure him in his property, " for if
#¢ 1 hisox killeth a man or maid fervant, he fhall give unto their mafter
thxrty fhekels of filver.” ~Here was the price fet on the head of each,
and the mafter indemnified. Zechariah records the fame price, . and this
' pnce the malicious rulers of the {ynagogue gave the infatuated ]udas for -
his facred Mafter, as if they had been purchafing a common flave.—In
" the more full declaration of the law in Leviticus, 25th chapter, after
the ftatutes for fecuring land, houfes, and other poffe{ﬁons, in the families
on whom they were firft beftowed, and to whom every soth, or jubilee
year, they were to return, there follows the law of ﬂaves in thefe clear
S terms

your | chlldxen after you to mheut them for a poﬁ'eﬂion 5 they fhall be
your | bondmen for ever ; but over your brethren the children of Ifracl ye &
~ thall not rule one over another with rigour. If thy brother felleth him- o
:felf to tho ﬁranom or fojourner by thee, he may be 1edeemed again,
and if he be not redeemed, then he {hall go out in the year of jubile,
both he and his children with him. . For unto me the chxldren of Ifrael
are fervants, they are my fervants, whom I brought for th out of the land
" of Egypt; Iam thc Lord your God.” ;
_ This is fo clear as to need no comment : thcre is a poﬁtxve order to
let the children of Ifrael go free for this plam reafon, that they are the
fervants of the Lord their God : he redeemed them, and his they are,
and are only to perform a reafonable tlme of fervxtude 5 butc of the nations
round about, or dwelling among them they are to purchafe bond-fervants, &
which are to be their poffeflion, and like other goods and chattels defcend - o
“to their heirs for ever, as was the cafe of the beeomtes, who were made
* perpetual * {laves, (bemg hewers of wood and drawers of water for the
congregauon) and as fuch, excmptcd from the toll demanded of other
free fubjedts ; and though they feparated themfelvcs_from the cuftoms of
4 oo : - the
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8 ‘ APPENDIX[B}
the heathen and walked in the law of God, were yet, under the name of
(Net}nmm, continued in the fame ﬁate of ﬂavery and fervice of the altar
as long as the temple itfelf ex1ﬁed “As to ﬂwery then thus ftands that
law, of- whlch Mofes fald « Behold I have taught you ftatutes and
Judvments, even as the Lord’ my God commanded me, that ye thould
do fo in the land whither ye go to poﬁ'cfs it.- - Keep thercfore and do
“‘them, for this is ‘your wifdom and your underftanding in the fight of
the nations which fhall hear all thefe ftatutes, and fay, Surely this great
nation is a wife and underftanding people : For what nation is there fo
great, who hath God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all
things that we call upon him for? ‘And what nation is there fo great,
‘that hath ftatates and judgments fo nghteous, as all this law which

T fet before you this day ?”

Thus f’cands that law, of whxch a greater than Mofes faid, © Thmk
not " that I am come to deﬁroy the law and the prophets. - I came not
to deftroy, but to fulfil, for Ifay unto you, till heaven and carth pafs
away, one jot. or oné tittle thall in no wife pafs away from the law till
all be fulfilled. . And if flavery had been contrary to juftice, whxch is
the true humamty ; if it had been contrary to Chriftian charity, Wthh is
as much fuperior to the boafted bumanity of pbzloﬁpby as diamonds to glafs,
inftead of enforcing the laws delivered to the Jews by his heavenly Father,
our gracious lawgiver ‘would have repealed that part of 1t, as' well as the
carnal ordinances it enjoined. Shall we then ftrain at a gnat and fwallow
a camel ? Shall we retain an mdented fervant; who i is one of our brethren,
in hald and dlfacrceable fervice ; and yet under a vain pretence of liberty,
fet'an ahen free at once, hofe 'wbole time we have purchafed? Shall we

fora tnﬂmg debt enflave a brother for life in a loathfome prifon, and give -

an alien by inftant freedom fuch prmleges as are fuperior to any which
we epjoy ourfelves? Forbid i it, heaven! forbid it, natlonaljuﬁlce' Caft
- out the bondwoman and her fons, and let them not have a fupenonty or
cven a portion among us. Let thcm have no footmg in England They

have enough abroad, “for their pnvﬂeges in our colonies are already much

fuperior to any they enjoy in their own’ _country. Look at them in

Africa: there thofe indeed are fold who are flaves by defcent, or have
com-

NS AR e o by v et are o

, men’s fervants ? By their own laws they are fuch.
the fophifms or gloffes of the law, but go to the fountain head and foun- ’
dation of all law, to that facred book, which once was eﬁeemed wor thy of

APPENDIZX [B]

" committed fuch villainies, as the laws of their own country condemn

them to flavery for. There they have no chance of ever being free; there
they have no fort of property, and their very lives are {ubject to their
mafters caprice without fear of punifhment, or being in any degrec
accountable. :
not purchafe, zbey would maffacre. The barbarity of their own mafters
makes them think we buy them only to eat them, and this miftaken
notion is the only thing that tempts them to rife in mutiny. But of all
thofe who have purchafed their freedom, or whom the liberality of their
mafters has made free, not one individual ever yet returned or wifhed to

return to their own countfy ; nor would any one of them accept of their

Ireedom on fuch terms: a plain proof, that they areina much better
fituation than ever they could poflibly expe& to be if at home. For with
us, though flaves, their ptopelty is facred; and numbers, in an aGtual
flate of flavery, have property to the amount of three, four or five hundred
pouhds ferling, who yet will not buy their liberty, though they could

“have it for one fifth of what they are pofifefled of : With us their lives

are fecured by our laws ; and with us they are maintained when old and' R

paft their labour. When we have heaped fo many advantages on them,
fhall we inconfiderately make them equal to ourfelves, nay, give them a
fuperiority, and make them our mafters? Who are we that judge other
I do not defcend to

being our guide, and the nearer to which human laws approached, the
more pure they formerly were adjudged to be: And I cannot doubt

but that unprejudiced truth, flowing from fuch a fountain, will bear -
down the oppofition of licentioufnefs and folly, thourrh tricked out in thc )
‘bouowed garb of liberty and humanity.

If then we have the laws of God on our fide, and if we 1eal§y confer a
benefit on the.ﬂaves we purchafe, we may be allowed to confider in the
next place how this foolifhly-wifhed-for liberty of theirs may affe& our
political ftate. * If we do not go beyond our duty as fubje&s to the King
of Heaven, we i.mé‘y-bc allowed to confult in the next place the intereft

C | » - of

Sume indeed are captives taken in war, whom if we did
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/ of our King on earth, the dignity of his crown, and the welfare of his : PPEN . I X [B] 1

empire. This may be laid' down as an axiom: If the Africans are ; flave-trade, under proper regulations, 15 abfolutely and effentially neceffary

adjudged free in’ Great Britain, they will not long be otherwife in the | not only to the well-being, but 1o the very exiftence of- our colonies ;

colonies. ?Théy" have fenfe, and fome of them great abilities : all of & that it is by much the moft valuable branch of commerce which as a

them refolution and contempt of death. They now are with difficulty ’:% maritime nation we now enjoy ; that in manufactures and {hipping there

'kepf in fubje&ion, but then they would to a2 man rebel, and allow their 15 to the value of 100,000 1. monthly exported in this trade;_that Ft.ls

mafters no portion of that favour, which #hey allow to them. They would ¥ not contrary to the laws of God, and h?s been ratified by thofe of men;

a&t by their own laws.  Conqueft would make them our mafters, and we and that freedom granted to negroes in England would totally de‘ﬁroy

(hould hold our lives and properties at their caprice, whofe fport is to do * this trade throughout all ourempire, and leave our naturalenemiesin the fole

mifchief, and whofe wantonnefs is cruelty. A few from hence, with the poffeffion of this our chief fource of wealth and commerce. Let the

Tegiflature think at the fame time of having thofe abufes rectified which

s

o
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P e

arts "they have learned among us, would return to the colonies, {pirit up : ! "
the reft, and conquer, pillage, and deftroy, though they cannot long enjoy: have a}x‘eady weakened it very conﬁdera}qu, and let‘ them put fuch a
the fruits of ‘their conquelt; to the utter ftagnation of trade, the , ‘heavy fine ‘fP_Qn the mafter of every negro imported here as fhall amount
defiruction of commerce, and the infinite lofs of the Weft India pro- to'a probibition ; and let all negrocs, though free, who prefume to fet 2
priétors; merchants, and others connected with them, which would bs . foot in England, pay the fame, or forfeit their freedom : Let Government
4 feverer blow than we ever yet felt—a blow, which half a century would fuperadd to the Iaws of God, and to thet laws of Africa, fuch alaw of Great
God in his mercy avert from us. If we {hould’ Britain, as- fhall preferve her pure, and make her flourithing ‘apd re-

TEEA

pre-sepes

not recover, and which
not have fenfe enough to maintain that a bare crofiing the fea, and fets 'fPe&able" N - B _ _ oo :

: ;ihg foot on Britith ground,  fhall not diveft us of our prloperty. in them, - ‘London, 2§ May, 1772. . =~ . ~~ MERCATOR.
they wi}l h'flve ingex.mity' e.rnoggh to e(ca?e h¢1‘e in fthoals = They will. | ] " The 'néxﬁ Tfa a that ‘aﬁppeare d under the Gme fgnature, an d by the
people our. ifland with Cahbans, and ‘B.I‘ItOIlS become a motley race, : ' fimilaity 0 £ file appearcd to come from the fanic e, was the following.
fprung from defpicable fugitives and horrid mifcreants, whom their own ! 2 o B o , ~
land has vomited forth. It is pity the good fenfe of individuals had not 1 . The material Part of Lord Mansfield’s - Speech on the Negro Canfe, with
for ever prevented this coming ‘into a queftion, by reftraining then: Ll Jfome Thoughts on the prefent State of Slaves.
within thofe limits, where only they can be ufeful, and where our own T Ln g .
,ﬁ\bjé&s cannot {upport the heat, as they can. - U BT E will pay due at‘tention to thelopinion of.Sir Philip York
. But as it is now become a queftion, and we have no law to fettle it by, - VYV, and Mzr. .'Ijalbot in the Year 1729, ‘by which they pledged
Jet us take the feriptures for, our prefent guide, and I hope the good fenfe themfelves. to Fhe Br-mﬂw: planters for t}'le legallcon.f_eguyevncgs O.f ‘;b:i'n.gihg
of the legiﬂafut'e will foon eftablifh a proper law to fecure that p’rope{rty to- negro {laves into this kxf}ngﬂ], or their be_u)‘g baPth.‘?ﬁli ‘which opinion
us, for the attaining of which we have not only the faith, but the encou- - . ‘was repeated and recognized by [‘,ord Hardwicke, fitting as Chancellor, -

‘ragement of both houfes of parliament, with the fan&tion of our gracious . . Oober 19, 1749, to the following cffect 5 he faid that trover would lie
“nonarch. - The African trade is fabject-to too many inconveniencies and for 2 negro flave; that a QQ“Q“ prevailed that if a flave came into

difcouragements, to load it with more ; though indeed this rather lays g - England, " or became Q_Ch."‘man’ he thereby b¢can'xc cmanc'ivpated_; but
the axe to the root of it at once. Let then the legiflature reflect that the there was no foundation in law éol' fuch a notion ; that when he am;

' ' N o o - Cz2 - -~ Lor

“{lave-
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Lord Talbot were Attorncy' and Solicitor-General, this netion of a flave
becommg free by being baptized, prevailed fo {trongly, that the planters

‘ 1nduPr1ouﬂy preventcd their becoming chriftians : upon which their

oplmon was taken, and upon their ‘beft confidefation they were both
Clearly -of opinion, - ‘that 2 flave dxd not in the leaft-alter his fituation or
ftate towards his mafter or owner, -either by being chriftened or coming
toEngland : that though the ftatute of ‘Charles I1. had abolithed homage-
tenure {o far that no man could be a villein regardant, yet if he would ac-
knowledge himfelf a villein engroffed in any court of record, he knew of no
way by which he could be entitled to his freedom Wlthout the confent of
his mafter.”

"Thus’ fax his" lordﬂnp proceeds by ‘the - opmlon of thofe two oneat
lawyers, whofe decrees, when at the head of the Chancery, were feldom,

- if ever, reverfed and whofe opinions might juftly claim that due attention .

‘his® lordfhlp promlfes to pay to’ them, becaufe they were founded on the
“laws‘of ‘God, as will appear -by comparing them with that Traét- pub-
lithed in the London Packet of June laft, where the (cripture do@rine of
{laves was fully {et forth ; and as chriftians we Ought to-adhere 1nv1olab1y
to this maxim, 7 hafe éawm’s awbich the Jpirit of God has fet, ought never
to be removed by men : - and becaufe they were ratified by the laws of men,
fo that our courts of record ftill maintained a power of fixing the mafter’s

- property. ¢ Yet, fays his Iord[hxp, (notwuhf’candmor the 1 mconvement
Lonfequenccs felt from giving.a decifion) we are: clearly of opinion we

ought to give _]udomcnt on the only queftion before us, Is the caufc
1uﬁ:1cxent for rcmandmg him ?*if not, he muft be difcharged. The caufe
‘§s, he abfented  and departed “from - his- maﬁet s fervice, -and refufed to

-return ‘and “ferve him - “during “his‘ftay *in- England Whereupon, by his

maﬁer s order,’ he was put on board the thip by force, and there detained
in fecure cuf’cody to be carried out of the kingdom and fold.”
"The remainder of the {peech is téo vague to come into Conﬁderanon,

for it talks- of - forelgners being ‘exempt fromthe laws of - their own

“countrics ‘when -in"England, which s nothing to the cafe in point ;- it

‘mixes’ the laws of ‘hired fervants with thofe of purchafed ﬂaves, Whlch is

fo

R i PRI 0 20 AT o

AR A

APPENDIX [B] 13

fo grofs an error,’ I can fearce believe it could proceed from Lord -‘Mang-

field, -but. muft charge it to. the inattention of .the copier. It fays ¢ the

frate .of ﬂavery mq{’c be dccxdcd by pg[!zfve law,” .yet pxoduces 70 lafw,
force out; of thls kuwdom, yet gwes no mﬁqnce of any maﬁcl s attempt-
ing it, and his having been prevented. .We muft therefore look ‘upon this
as a caufle. nove impreffionts, and flate it (hort, An acknowledged {lave

“refufes, wh le.in England; to ferve the mafter who puxchafed him. ‘Can
that mafter carry him out of England, or muft the, flave be dxfchargcd
'ahere P—-—For as to the words s t'lkmo a flave- by force to be {old abroad,”

- them a mlﬁake, for o man can poﬁtlvely aﬁn‘m the pxecxfc manner I (hall
‘dxfpofc of my property when out of: the kingdom : I may retain my {lave

in my own fervice, or. if I do fell hlm, the laws of the ifland, where 1 then

-may be, - will 'mthorxfe me;{q to do, and no laws;in Eng]and will def’croy ,
.thofe laws abroad, which they. have folemnly ratified.” . ‘That part of the

queftion ‘then cannot come under conﬁderatlon but the whole is reduced

-to this : Can the laws of : England dxfchargc my. acknowledved flave ﬁom

the fervice he owes:me ? ‘For, if:I have a right to command: his fervice,

~Ihavea nght to command itin all parts of the. world ; and.if he refufes, can-
‘the law take my real ploperty away, becaufe I endeavour to force him to
a comphance ? or. muft-I be compelled to lodge a formal complamt with
“the Lord. Chancello1 cevery time he refufes to clean my. fhoes ? - for fich
-will “he: my cafe ; for if I attempt-to force him, he abfents hxmfclf, af
1. -attempt to' fend him where he may be ufcfu] he complains, \and the

law difcharges him,. .gives him:his liberty ; - fo I have nothing to-do but
be his, ﬂave, let him do what he pleafes, and mamtam h1m in mfolencc ,
and idlenefs. - My hired fervant I can pay off, retain part of his wages for

“his neglect of bufinefs, and othex wife punith him ‘for offences committed.’

. My apprentice ‘I can conﬁne and ‘make him ferve out his time in Bride-
" well, if he abfents himfelf ;- but my flave muft be d/b/oarged and gain his
”Izéerty at the expence and by the lofs of my proper zy. ‘Certainly, true

~liberty can never exift, _where property is on fo: tottering a foundation.

2 . Cer talnIy
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14 APPENDIX [B]

‘ Ce'rtai'nl\y,\ due attention Was not pﬁid to the opinion of thofe great lawyers,
"for.:if an ¢ adion of trover can lie for a flave,” aflave muft be property :
¢ if a flave does not in the leaft alter his fituation or ftate towards his
“mafter or owner, either by being chriftened or coming to England,”: he
“muft obey his mafter’s commands, and then there can be no need of
“forcé. . If the flave offends in the firft inftance by not obeying, it would
“be very hard - to punifth the mafter for an error:in the. manner of com-
“pelling him, and to beftow on the flave for his difobedience the greateft
‘reward a flave can poflibly receive  for years worn out in his mafter’s
fervice, a fteady attachment to his intereft and conftant obedience to his
* commands.—As; after the authority of Sir Philip Yorke and Mr. Talbot,
it were prefumptuous to mention ‘or quote authorities, I fhall only ob-
‘ ferve that the inftitutions of Ina, King of the Weft Saxons, A. D. 692
* (with advice and ‘confent of his Father, of the Bithops, of all the Al-
“dermen, and fage antients of his people,and of -the: affembly of the

S s S e i oot T ——— e

APPENDIX [B] 15
to any laws already here, or to tl_q‘is‘a‘@c,‘.or any other law he.reifter to be
made, relating to thofe Plantations, fhall be null and vox;d. ; .Others
~oald ziﬂl'crt\vthat the Colonies, having received t.he;i_r : Cotlfhtutxon from
tﬁc King, are not fubject to any Jdaws of the B;x;iﬂ] parllgt?lent,, but to |
the ads of their own affemblies, when once they have r_e_qex.\zed the“roygl
affent. It might be dangerous, it would certainly b_c? indifcreet to at-
tempt to deprive them of what muft {o fatally affet their whole pljopert.y,
and therefore, it is rather to be fupgofcd that Lord Mansfield rf]eant’yxr-
tually to prohibit bringing any negroes to England, and that, tho tbe
lenity of our laws could not fuppofe any abfolute flaves 1o England, yet
they were fl} fubject to thofe who bought them, a{]d could be §I1.1p'loycd,
by no one elfe. . Summerfet, the negro,. was a prifoner, an‘c.i his judge
naturally his advocate, {peaking for and(leampg ’to;;‘he“meruful’ﬁdc.of
theqﬁeﬁion; ‘but there-is no_doubt that the »fam'_e Judgc;wou]d pur?xfh
any man feverely, who inveigled a Negro from h.lsy.maﬂepunder the idle

retence of univerfal liberty: for as this was a cwx} caqfe, 'abr;d. th;.v’e’ryﬂ
e ‘ a& (if we allow that to include foreign flaves, as its object)

* fervants of God) fettle the laws of . flaves on the foundation of - the Holy - Habeas Corpus act | : o
. e . : R ¢ Pas Naro ceft civil caufe fhall
- Scriptures, nor'do I find any inftance of flaves being diftharged from their fays exprefly that Perfons charged with procels 1n any 1 (hall

- fervice, except the following, on which I leave every perfon to make
- his own feﬂé&ions: Mahomet, finding the decoy of religion infufficient,
- added that othet-concbmitant' in popular difturbances,  L1BERTY, pro-

- < claiming it to be the will of God that a// men fhould enjoy it, and that 4

~“he might fet an example of it'in his own family," difcharged from fervi-

* tudehis own ﬂave Zeidi, and entertained him as his equal. . Hence flaves
" from all pa1‘€s ‘of - Arabia forfook their mafters, and fled to him as their
© Redeemer ; by whofe affiftance be enflaved the countries they came from,
- and they wantoned in the blood of their former bmaﬂ'ers. el

. " London, July 1, 1772, MERCATOR.

' hana Debtor.: In this light his Lord

be kept in cuftody for fuch fuit,” his order of being difeharged could only.

rmean. his releafe from fuch imprifonment, as fuppofed him rather a Felon,.

thip’s decifion will not have the bad
effes with which Mercator charges it... His. next Tralt Vregapi:tplgvtqs“
the two former; ‘mentions the enfranchifement of flaves by M»ahor’n'elt,,
and the cruel.confequences that attended it ;and then préceeds,iasv.folloyvs s

:-’ A &ue at.tent'xon to tbis laft fact,. an_d"’the preccdijil‘g‘ég;hé_;ities, migﬁt:
be dcémed an badc'qvpa)te bqlwa“r-kz of our own libe?;1es,_a1}d a fuﬁicgen:»_
fecurity of our propertics ;. but to- obviate all do_ubt‘s , 1hall recqf)ﬁ'dcr
flavery,: as a. Chriftian, and as a Britith free-born fubject. As a Chriftian,

i
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o Bl s Wl 3 ¢ N hile clearly thews me, that that great’
From Mercator’s obfervations in this and his preceding Trad, it is plain the Epiftle of St.. Paul to Phller_in(?né::{;rius‘ethc Qlave of’P'hiletgnOH,: .

{  that he apprehended the declaring flaves free in England would make them apoftle gllowe‘d flavery to-be lefa v Rome. W},]‘éreqh'e was converted to.
- free in the Colonies alfo. - In defence ‘th'wl‘]ic_h opinion it has been ob- had robbed his. mafter fmd fle . to. T > rove this converfion pei:fe'&,'- :
i ferved that the A& of 7 and.8 Will. I c. 22. exprefsly declares, Chriftianity by St"‘ Paul’s ‘preachlrig.-f 1€ C,) I:i his fesvices to his r'naﬁériv“
& s¢ All laws, cuftoms, &c. practifed in. any of the Plantations, repugnant *St. Paul enjoins him to reftore himfelf and s Fer7xt fends thi;‘»
; T ; , ' ' T Ty and that he might go with lefs apprehenfion of punifhment, . {en 5
; : : s epiftle:
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hP "}’_::’r"l”. n WhiCh no l‘l)JLlnﬁlol‘l‘ is laid on Philemon to receive § APPENDIX [B ] 17
im as an abfolute fre¢ man on account of his havih’g been baptized ; bl':t and, if he does not work, may treat him as a_fleve with chains, imprifoﬁ_

ment, or ftripes. By a comparifon of thefe laws, one with the other, we
{ee the difference between a freeman and a flave. Fhe freeman cannot
‘be taken, imprifoned, or diffeized of liberties or free cuftoms but by
lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land : The flave, if
difobedient, may be chained, imprifoned, or'punithed : a very great and
a very effential difference. And where now is the law, that beftows on
African flaves, when in England, thofe dear-bought and defervedly in-

. \’t{h“ej fan‘Sﬁfé he afks for him are all afked and acknowledged as on hi
| a.rfcqgm‘t : .He*'pfé‘mife‘sl to indemnify Philemon for his lofs: he e:(lsr(e);; s
I-ifsi;wiﬂr thgt he could have kept Onefiinus, but declines it, as il‘C)t lilj'w' N
h‘xg'k?opfr’éxjt yy}@fe property he was, and with the gr'e‘ziteﬁ .hm;)';f]
befg‘f:clafas him for _IQYe’s'faké to receive: this true convert and ﬁn1 .
clil.l'lﬁi?ﬁ,'::“"' his fon whom he had ‘begotten in his bonds,” " as fierc
becaufe he had inftilled fuch principles in him, that hé‘n’aight’depend :;

S Y sy ei g s R T

Iéx; .'l:;’:é.mg ‘llg';‘?a'ftéﬁ fa.ithfulvand u'fefu]. Had" flavery been contrary to communicable privileges, »dcrived' to me from my anceftors, to which my
riftianity, would this have been the ftile of that apoftle, whofe boldnefs birthright entitles me ! The only authority alledged is that of 12 Car. IL

‘ cap. 24. < All tenures of lands by homage are hereby difcharged, and all
hereafter are to be in free and common foccage only.” Here is not one
word of foreign flaves.  Zilleiniage, or ‘the holding of lands by fellow-
fubjeGs on condition of obeying their lords, -and following them to
battle, is indeed annulled, and fervants muft in confequence be entitled

. to thé;rights of freemen. But‘.‘d_oes this invalidate my. claim to my
purchafed negro’s fervices, or do I hold him by a tenure different to that
by which I hold all my other property ? Certainly I do not, and I
challenge the law to {hew me by what ftatute I'a Briti(h merchant and
citizen of . London can be diffeized of property which Magna Charta
enfures me,” which 1 Edw. VI. cap. 3. explains my legal power oyer,
and which no other fubfequent ftatute has yet depri\}ed e of : :Till the -
fle_giﬂature" paﬁ'es an act With:fuch: unaccountable powers, “T will defend
my ptoperty of a negro, as I would that of my purfe, againft all invaders,
and:.when the j;légiﬂature. .does adjudge -my purchafed Alave to-be 2o
property,- I will fabmit as T would to an earthquake or & peftilence. (-7
- But if there is in Britons any regard for their own privileges, or for
the crowned . heads  under whom. their: liberties were eftablithed, : they
can® »ﬁev‘e'r "ldVifh -‘;t.w'ay 'Vthei.r“ own :b-irthbrigiht,' ‘never. throw {uch- cé‘ﬁtém pt
6o the ancicnt inflifitions ‘of ‘{h realm “Befides of 1ate Yedrs, the

* Cv)heleb); Englandwa\sJ to fup ply'ifSplz;.iﬁi\:vith ncgroes, ‘was
St e D e s inui oratified

Yoo [T rriyat

o {Péa‘}:{mg:»th?‘ trath, and zeal in defending it, were as confpicuous as
his knmyledge and learning. He was bred at the feet of Gamaliel hﬂis
N 5 . 2

1mploved abilitics colﬂdhot be ir‘ﬁp"ofed apon, and his integrity of hear \
“woild néver live permitted him to have fent Oncfimus back in any
de’g.'rAee. of uilcéi'ééri}ity,' -‘ha'd the laws of  God énﬁ"anchiféd him, or e{{ny
bhfhd gniYe’r’faI"- frée’(yidm;'-i In the A@s of the Apoftles a]fo ’the h'a}
Qﬁg-in"af J’élﬁfﬂém told St. Paul, on his calling hizrhfelfaRor;]éq \;Vlteh
'algreat fum_iobtéin‘cd I this freedo'm.» St. Paul anfwered, But I "v;a»s fl'v
b’or{']'.v J{H‘is birth{right,’:n‘(jt his religion or locality, made him free -
ﬁAs z‘z"l.Chfiﬁia”ni »_t‘he'n,‘f: I'can with a fafe confcience purchafe .ne "
flaves; dnd when they atre my property difpofe of them where I p]eafegt:;

e

vlrtue of the rights I ain entitled to, as a Britith free-born fubje& : for
among thefe rights fettled by Magna Chatta; and confifmed in the.re"or,
of HenryIH -are_the following :—Magna C\ha'rta,’ cap. 1. We I]grl
gxmtedto ailthe frfé_éi"riéﬁ of oiir f“e'aim'; for us and for our he.it"'s> for vor,
ihefe liberties whderwritte, to have and to hold to them and thieir }elvefr
: ofusand om heirs fgf‘éﬁér.“-’—‘-'—'(tja'p. 9. The city'of London fhall have all tllﬁs
o!d ;!b?\,,r,tiﬁslaiid cuftoms which it hath been ufed-to have.—Cap; 1 F]'e'
oﬁC‘CnCes a fréémth’sA ?i//éi;éﬁﬁﬂ be amerced—Cap 2‘9.' ‘No frelz.r'ri:g th Olll
be taken, ig)i)tiijg)ﬁéd, or diffeized of frechold, liberties or free cuﬁ"om:;
but by a I‘awvful _]udgment of peers, or by the law of the land. - So fat,'
f’\.@ggr}a Chaﬁr‘ta;. ‘now obferve 1 Edw VI cap.. 3. He that takes
?fcrvant or begggﬂr’ idle three days togéther, fhall have him as liis Slave,
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.+ ¥ In the, Affiento treaty, which was to-continue in force from 1753 £0 1743,
claufe, . 17, ¢ Afien

Gifls, when quitting the Indies, ate.to load at their choice th effedts they .
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18 APPENDIX [B] |
ratified by the crowns of Great Britain, Spam, and France. 'Can the
" Defendér of the Faith be fuppofed to join with his moft Catholic
Majef’ty, and thall his moft Chriftian Majefty lend his affiftance o, and
ratify a folemn contra@ for a trade, illicit in its principles, difhonour-
- able in" the purfuit, - and the chtef article of it fthe& to immediate lofs,
if it touches an Englith port ? Ancient cuftom and univerfal confent have

; undoubtedly eftablithed a law to the contrary, and 'the Africans muft
remain as they are; /Zﬂ'ves by purchafe, the'réal property of their mafters,
till they of their own free will prefent them with their freedom. Where
flept the Pope’s thunders, while thefevdomrmons were under. his {ivay,
*that. he never vindicated the univerfal right of freedom? How came it
* that. no nation ever yet afferted o natural 2 privilege;-if it had from the
- “firft had religion and, reafon’ for its foundation ? How came it juft before
the:pafling of that act i in 1749, by which all fubjes were free to trade
from port Sallee in Barbary to the cape of Good Hope, that my Lord
Chancellor Hardwicke fhould pledge himfelf to the future traders for the
vfecurtty of ‘their  property, - and repeat ‘his and’ Lord Talbots former
opinion, “:that ¢ flaves:do fot ‘in - the leaft alter ‘their fituation or ftate
towards "their. ma[’ters Or-owners, . erthet by being chriftened,  or coining
‘into’ England ? 4 Was_this done-to betray them into: VVePtmmﬁer-haL,
and then. bereave - them of 2 property which they thought eftablifhed?
That great man could have no fuch intention, but undoubtedly, from
the - plam aGs:1- have . quoted, and’ other ‘inftances, ~which : his: ‘and
Lord Talbot’s.: fuperlor knowledge mrght lay. - before them,raave that
-decifion: Wthh till now has never been controvetted siNow Mahomets
do&rme is revtved N All men 1nd1fer1m1nate1y are’ proclarmed free; if

APPENDIX [B1] 19

hey touch Englith- ground.” . This wonderful dlfcovery was referved”
for this age of - pure religion, wherem mﬁdelrty meets with applaufe and
Chriftianity with ridicule : - for this age of perfed liberty, ‘wherein God
and the King are illiberally abufed and affronted with impunity ; for this
age of rigid virtue, wherein public diffipation engrofles the whole concern”
of life, and plunges its unhappy votaries into excefs of vice and infamy ;"
for this age of tender humamty, wherein the cries of the poor are’ unat-
tended to, and infenfibility fupplies the place of wrfdom. c
How great and glorious muft Britain zow be' not only free hetfelf
but the caufe of freedom to othe1 men ; to men, _who may poﬁibly have
forferted theu Lives to the laws of thetr own country, though therr
fentence Was commuted into _/Zafve/ Y. HCIC rndeed is e}tcefs of generoﬁty
' But hold' is there no allayP Are we conﬁf’tent wrth ourfelves, ‘and is
our hbetty as petfe& in every other 1nf’tance ? Afk t1e mof’t ufeful fet of
: men; the Britith. farlors. They may pornt you out the plobabthty of the
f%f " following difmal fcene : A mate * comes home ﬁom the fartheﬁ patt of
Africa, with all hrs little property vefted in a negtoe, whom he has
taught to cook his lsettle, and intends that anotner voyacre [haH repay | hIS
prmcrpal and his tlouole, but an 1nfe1nal prefs gang ferzes him the
moment he fets foot on Brmfh gr ound takes htm from his prefent ﬁee
e{’rate, throws 2 cloud over his future Ptofpeé’ts, and he is fent pethaps
for ever, or till Worn ou’t.ln the fe1v1ce, to the Eaf’c Indies, whrle his
necrroe is. mﬁantly free to go Whele he pleafes, not only unmolef’ced but
proteé’ced ag.)am{’c the juft demands of his ¢ owner. . Thrs is modern liberty I
Thefe are the” glouous effects of removmg the ancient landmaxlss, tili
the very  boundaries of ught and wrong are confufed and undrf’tmgutfhf
able!. Thrs is called ftate neceﬂity the tyrant s plea, by which mankind,
have fo frequently been: mJured If ever ftate neceﬂny could be. admltted
as a plea, it might in this Afucan caute, had it wanted fo ﬂender a fup—,
port, “for 1f the Aﬁrcan trade falls, farewell the Wef’t Indres, and wrth
thein- farewell the - glory of, the Britith’ flag, and the f‘uength of the :
Buu{h natton 3 but fal be 1t from the London metchan's to apply to
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may have, and bnng thém in {ecunty to Europé 2 e ¢an- hald]y be fuppofed thev lhould -have no

.negroes; and;if o, and they were freg on. their arnval how conld they:be faid fo-bring rhem in
‘ fec.urrty L If ;1 contradlﬂton in terms and a mamfeﬁ ab(urdrty attends the fuppof'ng them free,
: there can be no ﬁronger proof that they remaln in ﬁatu quo, ﬂaves as ‘When abroad.”

Tk 1- This’ guarantee was extremely neceﬁ'ary, for if flaves d1d ot remain in‘the fame’ Itate, \what
Governor in Africa could permit his caftle-flaves to aﬂiﬁ a veffel in her paffage home, who had
lo{t her ailors by ficknefs or defertion? And muﬁ not this be a great addrtronal rifk for a
mercharrt to run beﬁdes thofe of the feas and trade? ‘In ﬂrort, then bemg free in England tcnds to

i deﬂroy 41 confidence, and put an end’to all‘intércoutfe of kindnefs and afliftance’ among the traders,,
gdvernors, and other Britifh fubjeéts at home and abroad

o gy e
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* In"the beginning of laft war mates were preﬁ'c.l, f"‘f] were promifed that they fhould be
preferred to mafters, bat numbers at the end of the war were Rill midfhipmen,
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20 -APPENDIX[L']

government to commlt any arbitrary a&, or make ufe of fo dangerous an
expedient. - They defire only their juft rights and privileges, confirmed
by Magna Charta, tranfmitted down to thern and their heirs for ever,
as Britifh free-born fubjeéts ; and fhould their grievances fail of meeting
with due attention and redrefs, they have only the modern comfort, their
pofterity muft be ruined, ‘but probablv England may laft their time,

. London, ., , S MERCATOR
July 28, 1772. ' o L

" Mercator here feems not to have carried his alguments with tefpe& to
the legahty of ﬂavery under either the me(h conihtutton, or- under the

A PPENDTIX TB] : 21
‘bemg free, 1s Chrift’s fervant. - Ye are bought with a price, be not yethe
(ervants of men. . Brethren, let every man wherein he is called, therein
abide with God.” ", Thefe verfes are thus expounded by the whole clafs
of commentators, - Remain in that ftate of life wherein God has placed
you. Be not concerned, or think, if you are a flave, ‘denss, you ‘will be
lefs 1cceptable to God, or as if that condition was unworthy a Chn{han 3
therefore do not attempt to {hake off the yoke of flavery under a pretence,

that through Chriftianity all are free ; butif by juft means you acquire

your hbetty, preferve 1t, that no maﬁer may have power over you to
caufe you to fin ; ‘for you are fubje& to Chrift, who pald down his life to

redeemn you from fin. Therem confifts the true Chriftian’s llbexty,
Chriftian dnfpenfanon, as far as they will go; at leatt, he has not given é therefore as I faid at ﬁrpc remain quietly in ‘that ftate of life wherein -
all the authorltles he nught from the Britith laws, or the New Teﬂ-ament. ,. God has placed you, as a- duty you owe to him as well as to the com-
As to our common law, that is umverfally ‘allowed to arife from cuftom, mumty -—Many other parts of - -Scripture mention bond and freemen,.
and to prcvaﬂ till contradx&ed by the ftatute law._ ‘The feadal ferfs ' which diftinGion could not have been kept up, had hberty, cxvrl liberty-
Were of various kmd Under the Saxons they were abfolute flaves, as- arifen from Chn{’uamty St. Paul fays *, ¢ By one {pirit we are all
the Glbeomtes were to- the Ifraclites. ‘Under the Normans they were: bapnzed into: one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or-
admitted to 2 greatel degree of freedom, or at leaft thelr fervice was . free.”  And again +, ¢ There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is s neither

- gUN T ’
changed from the flavith tenure of tlllmg the lands, as the PoIes and. i

 Ruffians. do to this-day, to that of attenchng their lords in war, But
whatever prmleves they had feem to have arifen from the eafe and.
perm1ﬁion of their maf’cers, and not from any poﬁtwe law. But this
fubje& . requ;res a volume of ltfelf and has been amply dlfcuﬁ'ed by
Dr. Robertfon.” It remains on]y to be brxeﬁy obferved, that at all
periods of the Britifh nation, both before and fince the Conqueft, flavery
was not 1lleva] but mamtamed in a ftriGter’ or eafier manner, with
. a milder of harfher term, till Charles II in the 12th year of his reign:

,‘dlfcharged all fuch tenures among the nattves, but by not mentioning,: |

certamly left forelgn flaves as he found them As to the New Teftament,,
St. Paul fays, * ¢ Let every man abide in the fame callmg wherein he
~was called. - Art’ thou called being a fervant Care not forit, but if
thou mayei’t be made free ufe it rather. For he that is called i in the Lord,,

_bemg a fervant, is the Lord’s ﬁeeman 5 likewife alfo he that is called
_ being.

* 1 Cor, viil, 26, &c.

bond nor free, there is netther male nor female, for ye are all one in-
Chrift Jefus “And agaln, T ¢« Put .on the new man, where there is:
neither - Greek nor ]ew, c1rcumc'1ﬁon nor unc1rcumC1ﬁon, barbanan,
Scythxan, bond nor free, but Chrlﬁ: is all-and in all.” “And again §,.
« Whatfoever good thing any’ man doth, the fame fhall he receive of -
the Lord, whether he be bond or free.” St. _]ohn defcribing the day of

judgment mentions || ¢ the kings of the earth, and the great men, and

the rich men, and the chief captains, and every bondman and every free-

" man _hxdmg themfelves. In another place ¥, ¢ free and bond receive
_a mark.” . In another place they .. are enumerated with the kings, rich

men and captains, which evxdently thews, they were one of the orders of
mankind ; and though loweft in the civil Pohty, equal‘in all fpmtual
concerns, fure of a reward after this life, when their great mafter began
hlS dommmn, 1f they behaved v1rtuouﬂy n. the ftation allotted: them on

e - : - _ earth..

L% 1Corxil 13, + Galiii. 28, 1 Coliii, 1t.  § Ephovi 8. || Revevis 5.
¥ Rev, xiii, 16. 4 Rev, xix. 18, ) 5
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carth.’ Slavery therefore does not .appear .to have been forbidden, but
allowed by the law of Chrift, as well as that of Mofes, by the univerfal
practice of all former ages and nations, and by the prophecies concerning
the day. of Judgment, fo that there feems reafon to fuppofe it Wlll ftill
remain, as long as the world 1tfelf ex1fls. S Q;'; e

[ c ]
E SID E S the legahty of carrymg on the Afncan tmde, 1t may be

| proper to hea1 the. Wef’c Indians fpeak for themfelves as to their
neceﬂity of havmg negroes, and the rlcrht and txtle by whxch they hold

~

An Em‘mﬂ ﬂom Candld Conﬁdex atlons on 0 the ]udvment lately awarded
“in the Negroe- Caufe, by the Court of ng s Bench. B_y a ﬂ’eﬁ Im/m
Merclzam‘. " R 5

oo

[ThlS author contends that, as Mavna Chatta related only to freemen,

v and left w//ezm and bondmen in their former {tate of ﬂavery, (infifting
’ ﬁmply on the caufe of 1mprxfonments being thown,. when _they happened

to be thu° pur\'(‘ ed by their loxds) and that, - as.the law had never any
negtoes in contemplatlon, the courts of. law ought not to have fhown
them more favour than to ‘vzllem;, if any fuch lemamed in; the lungdom.

tlmt therefore ﬂaves are 1leceﬁlly ]

: r; S0 mn anln b

< THE - nature of : the iWeft Indta clxmate, and the xmpoﬁlblhty of.

clearmo and cultivating the fod there, by any other than negroe labour-
crs, -as. it~ was firft . the occahon of employmo ‘them, f{o'it muft ever
remam, as’ long as.our colonies ‘exift 3 : becaufe,” this narmal necefhty

is not to be cured by any alter native.. Some . writers have affirmed,’ that

 the fugar iflands . i Were:; el cultivated by white. men xwho thewed no

unfitnefs for labour thexe, before negroe .{laves - Were mtroduced “but
thefe authors deql in  reverics, and feem entu‘ely ignorant: ‘both of the
{ubje and the climate théy treat upon., Aecordmg to Ligon’s account,
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' became fo-thiriving,
‘and the blacks amounted to-a far greater numbe1.

' ﬁances, fome of ‘which; I Ihall repeat after hlm.;
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the Englith; -who " firft fettled .at Barbadoes about the year 1625,” found

the woods. {o thl(.k, moft of the trees {o large and maﬁlve, that they were
unable to clear .the ground.of them; by which means, he fays, that
twenty years afterwards he found potatoes, maize, and bonavifts, planted
between. the boughs, lying along upon the furface. - Potatoes, corn, and
pulfe, were all; they were able to. plant for, fubﬂﬁence, and thefe, with
the wild hogs they occafionally flew, ferved only to keep life and foul:
together. The only produce they. could cultivate for export, was to-
bacco, whlch (prcmbly for want of fufficient cleamng the ground).
turned out fo worthlefs as to yield no profit at the Englith market.  The
prolific quality of the land,’ then frefh and unimpaired, made fome little:
amends for want- of - adequate : culture ; or otherwife they would in all.
likelihood ‘have -been deftitute of any veoetable crops for their fupport :
yet fewer hands were-at that time requlred to cultivate the foil than after--
wards ;- ; for, con their. firft forming - their fugar eftates,. one hundied ne-
groes, could manage the largeft plantation in the ifland. * Nothing effec-:
tual was done towards -a proﬁt'tble fettlement of ‘the 1ﬂand .until after:
the mtrodu&zon of negroes ;. by .whofe better capacity for field labour, it:
that, in 1646, it contamed twenty: thoufand whites;.
-The Judlclous Linde,.
ipeakmg from hlS own expeuence, ,remarks, & thatthere are- fome fer--
vices of fuch a nature as cannot well be. perfotmed in -hot and unhealthy
countries by Europeans, Wlthout imminent.-danger, of their health and:

lives, The firft is, that of cutting- down woods, : or cleaung the ground.

from- trees,” fhrubs, &c.”: In proof of this affertion he nges feveral in-
<¢- At the concluﬁon.
of the late peace, the Captam of-a fhlp of war went afhore at the ifland of:

Domnuca, with twelvc of his men,; to cut down the wood;. and. to clear

~a piece- of - ground . which he 1ntended to have purchafed ;: but.in a few:

days, ficknefs., obllgcd them ‘to. defift from -this dangerous work ; . -the -

Captaln, and eleven -out of ‘his twelve afﬁﬁants,(bemg feized :with -

violent fevers, of: vvh1ch feveral died. The Ludlow-Caﬁle, a fthip of war
of forty. guns, in-a late voyage to the: coaf’t of Guinea, lo{’c twenty-five of

her, men ; at'Sierra; Leon, who were employed in cuttmg wood: for the -
ST U : : : i fhip,
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thip. " When the Lion, Spence, and fome other’ thips of war, were
employed at Port Antonio, in Jamaica, in clearing Navy Ifland of wood,
in order to ere& ftorehoufes for the fquadron on that ftation, the men,
while - cuttmg it down,  were feized . with a fever and delirium. - The
phrenzy attacked a man fo fuddenly, - and with fo much fury, that with
his: hatchet, if not prevented, he would have cut to pieces the perfons
who ftood near him; and thofe ‘who ‘were feized' in this manner, and
were left to remain on thore, either died, or fuffered a dangerous fit of
ficknefs. . This is an occupation (fays the fame author) which has
often proved deftrucive .to Europeans in’thofe climates, and i in which
: they ought never to be employed, efpecially in the rainy feafon; there being
nuinberlefs inftances of white perfons, when cuttma down the woods at that
' feafon, who have been taken ill in the mommg, and died at night.” He
adds (although he is no ‘advocate for flavery) that, ¢ if the purchafing of
negroes.on the coaft of Guinea can be ]ufhﬁed ‘it muft be from the ab-
folute neceflity there is for employing them; inftead of white perfons, in
fuch fervices as_thefe.” ' 'To the foregbing'l may venture to fubjoin ano-
ther hlﬁory, the truth . of which is well known :to many gentlemen of
]amalca :I mean’ the. cafe of ‘the Palatines; feveral: of whom havmg
come over not many years ago,  to fettle there under the encouragements’
granted by the affembly of that ifland,> had traés of : wood-land affigned
them ;- but,  for want of negroes,” were -utterly - mcapable of clearmg it
from the trees, ‘and penfhed for the moft part in the attempt ~If - this
example, ‘among others which my memory furnifhes, is difr egarded ~due
credit, Thope, will be given to the precedmg relations’ pubh(}‘ed by Mr.
Linde,  an evidence’ wholly d1ﬁntere{’ced in the’ 1ﬁ'ue of ‘this queftion. - If
© . our feamen, ‘who ate the haldxeﬁ of our common pe0ple, ‘and the moft

“inured to the «.hange of climate,are fo: unequal to the taﬂc much lefs
. adapted to it are others of the lower cl«fs in Envland or thofe who mloht .

be ‘moft likely to “hire themfelves out “to Plantation fervice 3¢ have only
- mentioned the felhng of treés in" the Weft Indies ! (fome of -which are
feveral feet in dlameter, and fo hald as to ﬂnver ‘the beft tempered axe,)
~ in order to the formmg of * ncw fettlements ,""b"t: the labour 6f b
up, and hoeing the ground, m the manner proper for cane—plantmq, and

. S “undet
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ander a full expofure to the fun, is no lefs unpxa&xcable to Europeans,
whether feafoned or unfeafoned to the climate. Slave-holding might
perhaps be very well difcontinued in every province of the North Ame-
can continent, fituated to the North ot the Carolinas. The cuftom of
introducing negroes in the northern colonies, to perform their field- work,
has rendered the labour of the white inhabitants extremely ‘dear. This
high rate has given caufe to their continuing the employment of negrocs
there, whofe labour is no further neceflary than as it is cheaper. "“This will

el 235

probab]y terminate of itfelf, whenever the white inhabitants thall be {o '

multiplied, by their natural progrefs of increafe, as to- allow a fuitable
abundance of them for all employments. Butin the fouthern continental
province, and the {ugar iflands, this praé’uce cannot be laid afide, fo long
as we perfift in the cultivation of them for the purpofes of trade; be-
caufe, it is impoflible to cultivate them W1t11 Euxopean labourers ; and
becaufe the white inhabitants, I prefume, ‘can never mcreafe there by
propaganon in fufficient numbers. The natives, or Cleoles, are the only y

, whites who can be fuppofed by thofe acquamted with thefe clxmates, to

be capable of being brought, by long habit and ufe,. to the labortous oc-
cupations of hufbandry, and forming new fettlements with their own
hands:.-But, unlefs families in general were p001er, hindered by their
neceﬂines -from removing to Eulope, and confined " to their native: fpot,
there to breed and. multlply, no adequate number could be reafonably ex-
In Jamiica alone, we fhould requlre twenty times the number
of white inhabitants we now have ‘there. A long feries of - time muft
pafs away before fuch a fteck of native whltes could be acqmred by the
ordinary courfe of increafe. ! Even if we fhould fuppofe that they marrled
regularly, 'and doubled their number, ‘like the Noxth Amencans, ‘once
in every:twenty-or.twenty=two years, it would require near one hundred
years to furnifli the complement;:and  then we’ ‘muft -further. fuppofe
great part ‘ of the whole ‘number fo very : 1nd1gent, as to be- oblxged to
toil hard for :a fubﬁ{’cance, and to -prefer the labour -of clearmg wood-~
land and digging . the earth to any other. If the labouring people, in
any commercial country, .are in proportion to.the reft of ‘the inhabitants

\

as four to one, we fhould 1equ1rea very large flock, to furnith a conftant ;

E and-
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[C.]
and fufficient numbe1 of Plantation labourers; indeed many more than
we eou'ld hope to gain by natural propagation, fince it is not probable

. that they could by any means be brought to encreafe, grow up, and

thrive, in the like rapid manner as we obferve of the North Americans,

Moft certain it is, that, without the introduétion of negroe {laves, Great
* Britain would have been able to fettle no one profitable colony in America.

If therefore, following what has been rightly called the Utopian fyftem
of Georgia, which brought that fettlement to nothing, we thould inhi-
bit the farther profecutxon of our African trade for labourers, fuch a
theafure would probably, if not infallibly, be attended with the hafty
decline of our moft valuable colonies in- the weft; and a lofs of all the
important advantaaes now gained from their culnvatlon.‘ A barbarity
might be perhaps the more immediate confequence of {uch a prohlbmon 5
“and of fuch a nature, -as defervedly to excite horror in the mind of - every
humane Briton; I mean, the practice! Which muft then be fallen- upon,
of employing white labourers, when negroes could nolonger be procured,

‘to keep up the number anfwerableto our cultivation’; an employment in

~which thoufands and ten thoufands of our countrymen might perifh mi-~.
{erably, - Wlthout producing one fingle .benefit to the “mother - country
Before :we entered -into the African flave trade, our firft fettlers-had no
other than thefe hired: fervants, who :proved unequalto the tafk; and

' nnght literally be faid to exhauft themfelves in digging their own graves.

It was a complaint in the adminiftration of Colonel D’ *Oyley, long be-
fore the eftablithment: of ﬁwar works in ]amalca, that ‘tHe. officers of his
army harraffed and: deftr oyed the .common foldiers (though well feafoned
_to the chmate) by. employmg them’as field labomels -“This utter inap-=
tltude of Europeans to fuch occupatxons in hot chmates, ‘and the 1mpoﬂi- )
‘bility of fupplymg them with white labourers from any other fource than
Europe, leave no room for, quefhomng, but that we muft either abandon
all thefe fettlements,. ruin_many thoufands of our fellow fubjects, and
rcﬁgn our fortuneinto the hands of foreign powers, ‘differing from us in
fentxments ;.or we muft conduct them, as hitherto we have fuccefsfully
done, by thelabour of negroes ; whofe conﬁxtutxons bemg by natureand
: oot e T2 iy o the

- means by which the negroe’s body was firft obtained ever fo unfair, no

Jin its profits, and concurred in various laws, for fupporting, regulating,

Slave Merchants in Afrxca, for the advancement of this traffic, to the
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the Divine Will appropriated to thefe chmates, they are ewdently the
fitteft for fuch employments there.

“In the firlt paxt of this treatife on the tnade from Great Britain to
Afuca, the fame point this Author infifts on was maintained, that Magna

Charta related only to freemen]” and left villeins and bondmen in their
former ftate of flavery. Soon after this Pamphlet the followmg fenfible
Tra& appeared in the papers.

ADMITTING the Afucan Trade to be ever.{o dlabohcal or the
blame can defervedly reft on the Planter, who is ignorant of the means,

and innocent of the guilt. That trade has been carried on by this na-
King, Lords, and Commons have fhared

tion from time immemorial.

and firmly eftablithing it. Some of thefe laws declare to the fubje,
that he holds a right of . plOpelty in the neomes he buys ; others tell him,
that negroes are chattles, faleable and convertable like any other goods,
for payment of dues to the revenue, or other debts ; that they are to be
held as money in the hands of a Planter debtor, and received as money
by his creditor. Large fums are granted every year by parliament for =~ s
mamrammg forts and garrifons, , and makmg alliances with the native - ok

exprefs intent that the Planter may be conftantly and cheap]y fupphed
Vaft emoluments are alfo drawn, as well by the mercantile and manu- 1
‘fa&urmg fubje&s refident in Great Britain, and their dependants, as by %
the national treafuly, from the profits’ gamed on the fale of negroes to -
the Weft India Planter, and from the produce of their labour. Thus
the whole nation may be faid to be in fome way or other mterePced in the
advantages drawn from this trade, and to partm:pate a benefit from -
the fweat of the negroe s brow. -

If the orxgmal contrac in Africa’ for this negroe’s fervices was 1lle-
cal or unfau‘, or if no colour of a contrat fubfifted, this furely is a
point to be fettled between the negroe and the party who fo]d him there
w1thout any rleht fo to do ;-or elfe. between the negroe and that govem-
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ment which by law permitted it’s merchants to buy him of one who had
no ught to fell. But the Planter refpe@s no one in this cafe except the
Brmfh merchanr, who, under the authority and encouragement of the
Lrws, havrng brought the | negroe to market overt, the contract is openly

‘made ‘between thefe' two. If the Planter has bought afreemzm inftead

of a perpetual fervant, he ‘is defranded; for he paid his money under
fan&ion of the laws, and purchafed what the laws will in another place
arbitrarily deprive him of. If the property fpoken of is not to be fecured
to him by the laws which pefmit and invite him to buy it, then is there

neither faith, juftice, nor equity in them ; they are no better than empty

illufions, " fnares to the induftrious fubje&, and eminently reproachful to
the nation. . Somethmg more, however, than the pretended magical
touch of  the Englith 4/ feems requifite to diveft him of what has been
fo folemnly guarantied by the confent of the nation in parliament ;  for;
when he made the purchafe, he was not apprifed of thofe myfterious
and invifible emananons of  Englith Lzéerzjy, which were to make the
bargain’ void, and like the pmﬁo of a Juggler, tarn hlS gold - mto
counters.

By feat. 14 Edw. IIL. it is s enadted, « That all merchants, demzm.r,
and foreigners, except enemies, may, without lett, fafely come into the
realm of England with  their goods and merchandizes, and fafely tarry,

- and fafely return.” - This is further and more amply conﬁrmed by the

. 5 Rich. I in thefe words : :

‘“ It is accorded and aflented in the parhament, that all manner of
meichant ftrangers, of whatfoever nation or country they be, bemg of
rhe amlty of the King and of his realm, fhall be welcome, and freely
may come within the realm of England and ek]_fewhere within the king’s
pow er, as well within franchife as without, and there to be converfant to
merchandwe and tarry as long as them liketh, as thofe whom our faid
Lord the King by the tenor hereof taketh into his prote&ron and fafe-
guard wrth their goods, merchandizes, ‘and all manner of famz/mrr ; and
for fo much the King . \Vllleth and commandeth, that they and every of

them be well, friendly, and merchant like intreated and demeaned, in

\ all p’u‘tS Wrthm his faid realin and power, w1th their melchandrzes and
6 . : . all
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all manner of .goods, and fuffered to go and come, - and into their proper
country peaceably to return, without difturbance or impeachment of 3 any.”.
So far as aliens are not re{’cramed of this extenfive licenfe to introduce
therr wares and negociate here, by the fubfequent ftatutes of trade, thefe
anment aé‘cs are ftill unrepealed ; and what I conclude from them is, that
conﬁdernw our Colony-negroes as goods :and articles of merchandize, in
whxch fenfe the ftatute laws of the realm, as well as the colony laws,
ef’reemed them, the Planters poffefled of this merchandlze, the impor-
tation of which into. the kingdom.is-not yet prohibited by any law, ap-
pear wairantable, nor only in bringing it hither, but in holding it while -
here, and in peaceably returning with it ;- forif thefe laws have granted
liberty of ingrefs and egrefs,. and defended the goods of merchants and
denizens 1efortmg to it,. furely the Planters, who are natural-born fub-

je@ts of the realm, are rightfully and lawfully entitled to equal protection;

and.in the fulleft extent, with refpect to their goods...

Butif this claim of. property in Great Britain be really offenfive to the
conflitution.of. the kingdom, and injurious to its welfare,. it feems at:
leaft not improper that, for the fake of -commerce, and in juftice to the-
Planter, . an effeétive law fhould be pafled by parhament forbrddmg him-
to introduce his negroes within the realm, under penalty of forfertmg
that claim : for.nothing lefs than'a pof itives law can prove ' to every fub-:

- jed’s convxé’uon, that a'negroe-flave is entitled to the rights of an En.:

gll{hman, on:the inftant.of his inhaling the- air of England: Our law,
Igrant,’ favours- hberty, and rather- indures a-particular mifchief than-
a general inconveniences but as  the latter is moft likely to enfue from-
this national breach of. faith, and repugnancy to the main principles of*
commerce, - it merits attention, that equal juftice {hould be difpenfed to-
the Planter puxchafer 3 -fo that, in being liberal to the negroe, no wrong:.
nor damage fhould be done to.an ufeful fubjeé‘r who has, at-leaft, an-
equal pretenﬁon to be favoured by the laws of his country,  and to fome

mdemmry for the deprivation of what thofe. laws affured-him was hrs.
right. - It is no lefs. juft than honourable, that the- ftate, Whrch has re- -
ceived his momy fhouln maLe hlm fome 1equrtal and by a faxr purchafe,

mther rhan I'know not what f’crange efhcqcy of the Enghfh air, redeem.;
“his .
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- his negroe from bondage. .. Such a meafure would confirm the freed man

in perpetual enjoyment of the boon BeﬁdWe‘d-upon him, by fuperfeding
all future claim of 'his mafter, in any other part of the Britith dominions.
The very idea of fuch a local emancipation is ridiculous, ‘fince what bet-
ter right has a Planter to reclaim a fugitive negroe in the colony than in
Britain? The laws of Meum and Tuum are alike in' both ‘and, “as En-
glithmen, ‘it is the fame as if the lands of both were in one :éfdhfiduity.

If a ftatute thould openly avow, .what fome of - our law Interpreters have
~ taken upon them to affert, the Planters abroad would then know the cer-
~ tain confequence of bringing negroes with them-into Britain, and con-

duc themfelves accordingly ; it is due to them and to'all others’concerned,

‘ in the Plantation trade, that'a point - fo effential fhould be explained_ by

parliament ; or, fhould thé nation incline to purchafe the negroe’s free-
~ dom, it would be no lefs equitable. . N B

A -PLANTER.'
D.

T HE legality of the African. Trade, and property’ in’purchafed
A negl'oés'fcems_'bcyond any doubt, but the declaimers on the other
fide of the queftion might think themfelves neglected, were they to be
paffed over in filence.* At the head of thefs appears the - formidable
Anthony Benezet, with a corps of what he calls Authors of Note, in
his rear. : - The thicknefs alone of this Pamphlet can .alarm; for
his firft p_ring‘:iple‘ beirfg - defe@ive, - no reafoning from it ‘can’:be
valid ; his foundation being falfe, his whole fuperftrucure muft fall to
ground, He alledges that the Poftuguéfe firft ftealing and - then
purchafing flaves thro’ an inordinate defire of gain, firft raifed the fame
defire in the negroes, and was the origin of flavery there. = To prbve this

St ... . point,
* From this muft be excepted fome trifling abufes of Mercator in the papers, written in’the true
ftile of thofe inferior Politicians, whofe arguments confift of xﬂuch\abufe," and little niéaning ;3 of
partial extradts, and_lfo general knowledge of the fubje@; who fupply the place rv:\f‘n_e(a[p’nn with low
inive®ives ; who frame a weak argument in their own, inflead of the true one in'the Author’s words,
then attack it,"and glory in their imaginary conqueft, oo e

- from political juftice,. cannot be impeached, though in fome cafes, we
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point, - he gives partial extracs from the hiftory of Africa, and omits
whatever makes againft him. He tells you from Cada Mof’co, that the
Portuguefe landed and ftole the natives, but he omits, that Cada Moﬁo )
himfelﬁ the firt time he difcovered and landed on that .coa{%, faw an
horfe among the natives that. was valued at fifteen flaves, \thlCh_ were con-
{equent]y an article, perhaps a medium of trade at that time, which was
iﬂ.'1;}54-‘5' .and - that he Athe_nu;purchafed feveral at Sanaga. - Be.nczet
reprefents ;the Africans as people endowed swvith great Fa!erlts and Vll'tU(?;,
and -yet-fuppofgas the flave trade is kept up by the advfwn_tagcks we find it
our intereft to give them. He mentions that the Fuli, a na'tllon on .the‘
Gambia, fell no flaves.. . What an exa& charaCer of .the Britith natlpn
would an author. give, who fhould affert, that we would not fight, be.cqufet
oné {e€& among us refufed to bear arms! The Fuli*(may‘ be looked upon
in the famie: light - they are a particular {et, and the»vdoé’c“r'me of not fcl:lmg
flaves holds :good - with them to- this ‘hour," as to their.own. nation ;.

acither can -any, ‘price tempt vthem'v to fell you a calf, . though they will

difpofe of -a barren cow for two gallons of -brandy. -'Andrth}xs-',’ t%lough.
they -obferve their own. laws, . as to their own people, | yet they .w*]l Aﬁ':ll.
flaves which they have purchafed up the country.. Benez’e.t:al.@ Omits- -
Captain;]obfon’sf account -of his voyage up thc.river:Gambla in 16211.,
when. women flaves.were offered him for goods, but-he refufed them’,'apd
faid 'the Englith did not trade in themn. - So that it is evident, -that that

 trade arofe from the Africans themfelves, and we are not accountable for
- the origin of it, no.twithﬁandi’ng this Author’s affertion. - He talks of the

{laves on ;the river. Gambia: being .foldf.o,n‘ly,-fopcrimes;;‘,and,}:retT i.n;
another placé, wants every cargo to be releafed, : under pretence, '.tl.la".tg itis
better 500! guilty thould efcape than one innocent perf:on fuﬁ"cr. :Now-
the imphiniiy., -of - one villain 'may do ‘more hurt to foczety,than‘ then'lo'(s"
of more than one: honeft man. - All juftice is humanity ; - for without it
no nation could: fubfift ; and as the feverity of the laws of: war, ﬁoWing
might with, them lefs rigorous, {o the cafe is the fgmél%xere';' one n}ail s
may have been fold for a {lave, who was naturally free, but it is fmtdy_
a mad proje&, that for fear in a cargo of 500 negroes, I ﬂlouldrha:r‘i
2 : | one
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one: improperly brought by thofe who fold him to. me, therefore I am
to-let Joofe 499 thieves and murderers poflibly, to prey on the com-
mumty ~'To fuch, and fo many flagrant abfurdities will'an ‘Author be
driven who fets.up a 'point, from:-which he labours to deduce a fyftem
repugnant to the allowed practice of Antients and Moderns. : He brings
in Chriftianity as abohfhmg ﬂavery, but unfortunately can find no proof,
He draws together into one view all the cruelties which have ever been
pratifed by Captains of fhips to deter their flaves from rifing ; or by the
Planters to keep them under fubjection’; and by following the fame rule,
and colle@ing all the inftances’ of barbquty praéhfed by individuals in
the moft humane and ‘beft ‘civilized nation upon earth, fuch a piGure
might be drawn,’ that human’ natme would ftart at. > His account of the
law s no lefs defeé’ttve, for. he attempts to affert pr1v1leges for forelgn
{laves, at txmes, when even -our own natural born fub_)eé’ts had no claim
to them.. He' humanely advifes us'to -employ :our' own natives in the
fultry heats of:the.colonies;;and charitably withes them funk in the fea;
rather : than'we - fhould carry on:the African {lavetrade f6F their fervice:
Sure i the - ﬂaves abroad ought to: be under.an’ obhganon of - workmg for
their living, as well as the natives of England-are at home ; and in many
cafes, the latter labour harder and fare woife ;. they certamly have a feverer
climate:to contend.with, as their cloatbmg runs away with' great part of
what they want to purchafc provifions, rand the flaves abroad ‘want little

“er no ‘cloaths,: and are not injured by the intenfe heat of the fun.. The

other Writers. quoted- in the fameé. Pamphlét proceed - on the fame falfe
grounds, and : would perfuade us"-to ‘put an end to the African trade for
fear of buying a few flaves,” who were ﬁaudulently and unjuftifiably made

-~ fo, which’ furely is juft as wife as if a‘man fhould cut off his legs for fear -

~of wetting or foiling - his feet: Seduced - by -this fpecious fide - of: the
queftion, influenced by humane moti'v'es; and mifinformed of the real ftate
of the flaves-in"our colomes, even the Bxfhop of Gloucefter * warns us to
fend them to “their native’ homes . Poor. creatures ! - Not one: would

accept of the oﬁ"er, but would thmk it the greateft inhumanity to.force-

uhﬂtr retum. That in the native Africans’ fale of 1 negtoes to our- ﬂ]lppmg,

a0 vartous '

“® See his Sermon Feb, 21, 1766,
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 yariots frauds have beén committed, and petfons imprope'rly\énd‘f‘unju'flly

{old ; that Mafters of fhips have been inhumane, perhaps unneceffarily ; /

that Planters have been wantonly cruel without caufe, ‘may be fuppofed

. from the enormity of crimes among ourfelves.  To thefe abufes~thbn.
" Jet efficacious remedies be applied ; and the African merchants will own.
the higheft obligations to-government, if by: falutary laws it can alleviate

the diftrefles of thofe, whofe labour fupports our colonies and enriches

- our native country; but for the ‘other unneccflary and:impraéticable

lfcbeme ‘of ‘univerfal freedom, (the device of the Puritans of: Noith
: Amerxca, ‘who ‘now cry out for perfe? liberty, as they once did for perfadé
purity, till they deﬂ:royed all real religion, and ruined both church and

" ftate; and who began thefe-their laft outcries, as. appears by the dates of

their ‘works, - only on -our afferting our jurifdiction over -them) from

. a careful review of laws human and divine, whoever attempts to promote

“: 1,200 deer ditto.

.it, muft be declared a ftranger to. both eccleﬁafﬂcal and civil pohty, and

an UltCl’ enemy tO thetr COUDtI‘y

[ E. ]
HE beneﬁts that mxght accrue to England from attadc to Pmt
Hlll{borough may be calculated from a review of the returns. they

‘Vmade, and all at moft rcafonable rates.

6 tons of wooll, (to be had in grcat abundance) ' 1. -
. 4,000 goat fkins. - ) : Ce e

1 .ton -of orchilla. from plunder, - the inhabitants having
-8 Ib. weight of gold. ¢ feized on much the greateﬁ; part of thc
2001b." of oftrich feathers. cargo. Lot SRR
'z ton of bées-wax, - J v

: THE Polly, Captam Walfh a ﬁnp belonging “to Mr. Adams;

ftruck on the Bar of Bonny this Taft year, and was foon after

attacked by the ncgrocs. The Captain, ﬁndmg he could not fave hxs

E. : ﬁ*lpr

Thefe were '»only' wbat were faved
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fhlp, fent his boat’s crew off, fhut himfelf up in his cabin, and When the
King.of Bonny. and all his people were ‘got on board, ‘to the amount
of 1500:ahd upwards, fet firé to' the powder ; ‘and, Sampfon like, at his
death : punithed the treachery -of his affailants. - To prevent the like

fatal accidents in this dangerous river, I here, ‘though fomewhat foreign -

to .the purpofe of this Treatife, prefent the African Captains with plain
dire@ions for going. fafely into Bonny or New Calabar., -~ - . .
.,'Wflen»ydufare off Cape Three Points, you will find in going acrofs the
Bite 'you muft fteer a:fodthpr]y. courfe, at leaft S. E, by E. or S. E. and,
~before you' can think ‘yourfelf the length of Formofa, keep your lead
- carefully going’; and, as-foon as you have ‘ground, haul to the fouthward,

“and if you deepen your-water, ‘you are fure of ,being to the fouthward of

-Cape Formofa, -and may bedr up. to the N. E.i:till'.you”.fee. the land, and

- run:along fhore :in nine fathom. - In running along fhore you will open
.rivers 3 they -are .very {mall-and all “open about :N."N. E. or N. E. ‘

When ybu are run fo far to the eaftward as to open Samberera,, it.is
much wider, and opens about N. by W. or N. N. W. and Fochea
bearing about N. E. by N. a bluff point; then off the deck you will fee

1o land to the caftward of Fochea, but from your topmaft heads, if clear
~weather, you will fee Rough Corner, by fome called King William’s

- Caftle, “bearing N E. eafterly 5 then run fo far as to bring Fochea to

bear N. by W.-or N. N, W and 'Réugh'Cbrh"er N.E. “by’E. on which
you will have four or five fathoms water, and there.come to an‘anchor,.
if not a proper time to go in. You may go in any time of - the tide if

©iyou have-wind, clear weather, and ‘day light. It flows full and changes.
- E. and W, ‘when- you. have the :mirks to bear as above,- and bound
+Inwards, you, will- riot have the river Bonny. open ;- however, you may

haul up to the northward within 2 cable’s length and a half of the
“weftern ‘breakers, and fo run boldly in, keeping -a'look-out from the:
maft-head for any fpits from_the weftern breakers.  If it blows any.
wind, nothing can hurt you,’. but what you may fee. Still as you run:

-ip,: keep-the ;weflern breakers on board; and-in running,in, you will

. fhole in your Water to. t_ll_r;cg;ag'd:thrge', and a half »jfaﬁth‘ ;. when ;"you'

yous
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your water. to _eight, ten and twelve fathoms, on which come to.an

| anchor, and’ found for New Calabar. . If you go into Bonny, you may .

run right up, only giving Rough Corner a fmall birth, and keep rather
the ftarboard {hore on board.—In coming out, you muﬁ obferve the firft
quarter’s ebb-fets to the eaftward right over the banks, and after that right

B out S. S.W. In going out, you muft: make, bold : with. the weftern

breakers, .and ftand no farther to the eaftward than Bonny, half a._c'é_blc’s '
le'ng'thl,"? bperi, :and ftill wider as you turn out. | When you are over the

‘Bar, you muft be fure to keep the weftern breakers on board, and that

will keep the river well open ; for if.you ftand far to the caﬁwgrd, you
will " be puzzied' with .the . patches -and fhoal water. . . You. muft not

‘ventire to ftand out to the fouthward, till you have Fogheé N.-or N.
by W.==-N. B. When: you have made any.part of the land between

Formofa and Féchca, run no farther than you can fee the land a-head in.
the evening; but come to an anchor. . It will be beft to come out in
'néép'tindes-.; S R A ’ e, RS

Sn et B

| [G]

The following Account of v‘sz'e'zzéujés in the quageme;z_fff tbe Co;}z?bé;‘t{ge~

1

o "l'apﬁeézifz-ed mz‘be Pgbl@c':_Lcjdger‘ /q/Z Apnl

'H E great importénce of the African trade. to thig kingdom, . and .
% - your 'readinefs “to ‘infert in your very ufeful.paper,; every com-

mercial information, induce me to requeft you will communicate to the .

public, the following circumftances and obfervations relative to that trade, -

as foon as. poffible, in the hope that they may not be altogether ufelefs -

in thewing the neceflity there is,. that the bill brought into parliament .
this féﬁibn‘s, by Sir William Meredith, entitled, ¢ 4 bill to regulate: the .

admiffion of - freemen into the company of merchants trading to Africa, and

the election of committee men thereofy” which ftands ordered to be read

. afecond time, the firlt day of May next, ﬂ;quldvp‘dfsjntq:a.;law.; ,
~ +In the feflions of parliament 174 9,-feveral petitions concerning »;hgitrg(‘ie‘ B
to Africa having been. prefented “to the Hon, the Houfe of Commons ; |
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o from: Africa, upon the: condmons aforefaid, be admxttcd to the freedom

of the faid: company-. . |
"By the: thutbenth fecfhon of faxd A@c ‘the. eleéllon of‘ the faxd com-.
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that Houfe didj on the 7th: of March, -refolve; ¢ That on the 16th of the
fame, it would go into a committee of the whole Houfc upon the fubje&
of faid petitions.” e

AR i s e

R i ST T

e

e e

R —

In the-11th and r2th of Apnl followmg, the Houfe fat in commlttee,y

and upon the x‘3th Mr. Alderman Bethell,. the: chairman, reported,
among other refolutions. of the fiid: comm:tree, ¢ That in order.to.carry.
orr the Aﬁzcan trade in' the moft beneficial manner to thefe kmgdoms all’
Lis Ma_]e{’cy’s ‘fubjects. whatfoever- trading to .4jrzca, be united. into: an
open companv, &c. andia:bill:was ordered: to be brought in for that, and:

other purpofes, of the faid petitions. -
-But many dxfﬁcultxes arifing from the: dlf’crcfsful ﬁtuanon of . the then

Royal” Affican company, ‘ the bill did not get through: both: Houfes, until-
the- fcﬁions 17505 when it was. ‘pafled under the defcnptmn of « Abxll'

for extending-and 1mprov1ngzthe trade to. Africa.” .

By the firft fection of which bill itis.enaéted; ¢ That all hxs Ma.;eﬁy 's.
fubje&s, who Jhall trade to or from Ajrzca, between Cape Blanco.and the:.

Cape of Good Hope, fhall for ever hereaftel be a body corpomte and
politic, in name and in deed, by the name of the company of merchants

trading, to-Africa.”

By the 4th fe&‘x.o'n of ¢ the faxd blll the management of the affaxrs of;'

the company is, dne&ed to be ifi and by a committee of nine perfons..
By the fifth fcéhon of the faid A&, it is ordered, That the eleion of
three of thefaid committee, for that. year,. thould: be by ¢ fuch: of the

-mitteé: mew is. directed toibe by fuch perfons, as have: beeni admitted: to-

the: freedom’ of the {aid company;.” and: free thereof one: entire year. ;

- If all his Majefty’s fubjeéts, without diftin¢tion; paying Sorty: fhillings:
cach;;” are entitled to be frieenseniof this company;  as: fome: contefb ;: héw
bappened: it that: London, Liverptoland’ Briflol,. were:panticularized,’ more:
than York, Carlifle, and Gloucefter 2 Needs there any argument to' prove;.
that 1t was, becaufe the 77, aders to Afmm, of whom it-was intended: this
company thould confift, were known to refide "in the ﬁrﬁ~mentxoned
places, and riot'in the laﬁ Pl B -

The premlﬁ'es being! confi dered, “canf any thmg be more evxdem than

‘that it was the intention of the /egz/latare, thati the perfons compoﬁng

this company thould be fuchs :and fuch only, as were traders toor from .
Africa; or that the commzttee men Were mtended to'be chofen only by )
fuch perfons as, zrading to or jrom Afrzm, weré immediately intercfted
in that choice, and in tﬁe conduct of the commlttee ? and, that, although
by fome unaccountable miftakein defcribing: the: perfons to be admitted.
free of the faid company at London, the vague words’ mmza’mg 10 trade,.

- were infer ted; as fet forth in the fifth feéhon of fald act, not forefeeing
. the mifufe that might be made of | them,’ Pnll as the defcrxptxon of the:

perfons to be- made free for Liverpool and Brlﬁol, is ab{o]ute, and con-

- mn ot ot mere e
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traders orperfons iitending: to trade toer from Afr icay” : whioy. in " order to fined to traders td or from Africa only, it is inconteftably-clear that muft
bemg admltted to:the freedom of the faid:company; ﬂwuld 'pay into. the~ have been the deﬁgn of parliament for all. :
hands of the Chamberlain-of ‘London; - the: fam: of - forry fhillings eachi; 7 * Yet forit has happened, “that for mtereﬁed and’ prxvate purpoﬁ:s, takmg ;
“Three’ other of the faid committee: men; to<be chofen by: fuch other of advantage of - thet words mz‘efzdmg £0° thadé; dcﬁgnmg men -Have found;. {;,
the traders to‘or: from Africa, who, upon:the like conditions,. were to be ' and-ufed the nieans to render ‘the‘influence: of -the merchants, ‘really-and ii
| admltted free-of the faid-company, - a¢ Briffol,. and: three others by fuch: truly trading to Africa, in the choxce of com‘mtttee men;” of’ no' effecty R
other of the.traders tovor from Afi i6a;. asy upon the like condxtxons, ﬂm"ld : for under-colour of inténding to"ttade to Afica;, (the: contrary of” which. :’i
be made free at’ Liverpool.” - ' 0 R . . admits’ oF o other proof than’ By inference ffom: c1rcumﬁances) and?! ;
By the: fixtlr fetion of the faid A&, it is dlreﬁed Thaf the eieé?wm) Of T generally even’ without that pretence;- fueh-numbers of perfons have: Been: ;
committee men {hall Be amzuzzl 4 By the. twelfthi- fe@ion-of faid: A&, it is ' ‘made free of this company; that r425 names ftand now regrﬁem: P ﬁ'ee- ;
dffe&ed That ‘all his Majefly S'fubjeé’ts, sradingy or ’”f"”dﬁ”g’ to trade 10 men’ thereof for Eondon ‘alones’ altiough it-is a i known;. and no= t
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torious to every perfon in the African trade, that the aGual traders from.

London to Africa, at this day, are not more than 50, at the uttermoft ;
and that including them,: the entire number of perfons, free of the faid
eompany, who have at any time finice! the pafling the beforcmentroned

" ad, to this hour, been traders to or from Africa, from the crty of Lon-

don, does not amount to more than 100.. . ‘s
- It 'may throw fome farther light upon this fubje& to obfel ve,: that the
“annual admiffion of freemen 1nto the fard company, ﬁands by theu books

asfollows:: - T T S
Iniyso - 118 1760 ~ 2 ' 1776"'-‘-* 340
LI = 20 A 14- 3 EEIEUE SR 274
‘Z2-= U 2 = IE b ST s T
3= 2 A.- .8 | Y.z o b1g
5 2 S 7y )
6 =2 R R £ 8 .
7;_'},.- ) 9 - 7 'f ",'165( ......
8 Lo, L8 = 226
Yrs. 10 171 Yrs. 10 . 640 _v
T Fit Ten Years, . = —  agp
- T Second Ten Years, = - b40
'V'-?-f"Laf’cTonears, e e 614
- , - Total e 7:, D "" - ,:""~ - 3 14-;2,5“

made frce in one day i e rhe zd of ]uly in that year, for the obvrous\

purpofe of mﬂumcmg the ele@ion in 1772, - And of the who]e 274,
not ten were, or are Traders to Africa. SR

Upon a farther mvef’uoatlon of the names of perfons entered as free»(
men frém London, it appears that among them there are about twenty

members of the Houfe of Commons, crghteen Eaf’c India drre&ors, fix

counfellors, ten attorneys, - five phyﬁcrans, five furgeons, twelve ftack
brokers and ﬁock jobbers, elghteen tradefmen of the company fervmg

them
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, them with goods, (one of which is the hon.’ gentleman that oppofes the
prefent b)ll) four that are or have been their fecretaries or clerks, thuteen
merchants - clerks, " many Cuﬁom Houfe clerks, .
clerks, fome not yet of age, great numbers made frée without their
knowledge and without: their expence,' cheefcmongers, Journeymen:
weavers, fhoe-makers, taylors, barbers, alehoufemen, paftry- cooks, pa~
viors; and dn fhort aImof’r every denomination of the loweft mechanics
and tradefmen, excluﬁve of near four hundred petfons, of whom, .after

a very particular enquiry, even the occaipations cannot be known, and of

whom the refidence was fo very obfcure, that at the elecfhon JAn‘1771,

when the number of - freemen was only 1043, near: two hundred letters
were returned to the - candidates .from the poft oﬁ'ice, as addreﬁ'ed to
people who could not be found. - o

- That fuckh could be the perfons mtended by the ]egxﬂature to compofe\: ,
the ‘company of : merchants trading to Afrzca, ‘requires .an. equal degreef

of folly to conceive, and affurance and abfurdity ‘to maintain. : r

- Liverpool did. in the year 1771 fend out (hips and goods to. the coaﬁ7 t

of Africa, f{ufficient for the purchafe of :29,250 négroes, and the num-

" ber of freemen for that town was 88. + London fent out ‘thips and .goods
for the purchafe of 8ooo. negxoes only that year, yet the nt.mber of free-
menforthat01ty131425 . Pamdioeed e e e e
To point out by whom,. and for What corrupt ends thefe quuxtous
meafures have been ufed, or for what fordid purpofes they are now de-
fended, is a tafk too xnvrdrous for the writer. of | thlS letter to’engage in,.
unlefs the pubhc fervxce may hereafter requrre it';

in that cafe- you w1ll
»hear agaxn from,

:+; Sir,, your moft humble fetvant, .
: A M E R c H A N T

S

The folIowmg L E T 'I E R S appeared foon after.
" Briftl, April 25, 1772.
I\T the LEDGER of the 22d of, thlS month Iread aletter figned:a
’VIERCHANT, fetting forth in fome degree, the i nnportance of the African-
-Zrade, and the . - abufes of the a&s of. parhaments relatxve to it; particu~
Ia rly in. the e]eéhon of 4/rmzzz commn‘tee men fon Lqrm’oiz. - He: mlght
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) have :mcn.t‘ionved Briftol -and L’z?ve’rpbol. 1 wifh the ‘Mefebmiz‘,‘ who

feems to underftand: the fubje®;,i (asfar as relates to fad@s" in England)
had entered fasther into the matter,: and ¢old the -public the great.abufes
every day ipractifed by the:governors, or:chiefs of the forts on the coaft,
to the great detriment-of-the fair trader : - Thatthe valuable trade on the
Gold Coaft ,:Will certainly be loft :to the Britifh :merchant, -and the forts
t.otérlly' suined, - unlefs fome :good regulations  take place foon . 'That the
forts, fuch as they :are, fervants, dlaves, ‘and foldiers, (thefe laft are kept
_in a-moft-wrétched fate) are all, and have been for fome time paft,
according to their feveral abilities, ‘employed for:the emolument of a few
people, who command : at the forts, and ‘their friends 'in Tondon. - T
have ‘been feveral ‘voyages to ithat ipart of -the ‘world, and ‘know thefe
thin'gs; but it would be impolitic in me to let rh-y ‘namée be known at
_prefent, > for obvious teafons ; ‘as T.purpofe to make another voyage.”" The .
people :who now ‘monopolize. the :cream:of the Gold. Coaft trade, ‘have
the public fteck ‘to trade upon.’. The-forts which-ceft ithe nation, to the
old -royal African company, - upwards of 100j000l. ferve them as houfes
and warchoufes without : rent; the. fervants, -as well ‘whites-as blacks,
are all employed as their a.g'e'n‘ts, and fa&ors, to buy up the flaves, - gold,
&c. without wages.  By'thefe great advantages they can deal at leaft 20
‘per cent. on better terms than the merchant adventurer,' who has all thefe
necéflary conveniences to provide, -at.a very great'expence. - Nay, I fhall
ventureto {ay, the épublic~m'oney -‘»granted —annuall.y bAyv parliamenf, 13,000L
{which I-fee by the votes is'augmented thisyear to 15,400L.)-as it is ma-
paged, mmilitates againft ithe fair trader, ‘which it -was originally intended
toferve, by keeping the forts in a refpectable condition. This public-money
is invefled in prime goods, fuch as is ordered, and wanted for the better
affortment of the trading chiefs, ‘who divide the cargees among them-
“felves, andin f_harﬁefdl pi‘époftions,“ immédyiétel); ‘on ‘the arrival of the
ftore-thip; or fhips; this divifion, they fay, is to pay them the advance

= they are in for the public. -By fuch artfal fchemes of “keeping the com-

|; Pan)’ indCbt, which need never: bc’ (and I I"upPOfC but fCW Of the fl'ee"
b ~ men of the company know they are liable to) they endeavour to fanﬁif}'
i their proceedings. I have noill-will to any man on the coaft, yet I think
i - 3 ' | i
3t )

I

b :

HAVING mich time upon
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it my duty,as a g_q‘od fubjé& and free trader,”to’ throw in rzhy"mi.tc of
knowledge, " as it may poffibly.:draw "the attention’ of ‘fome one man in
powerto lend his aid towards:reforming and regu!étidg,’pérhap‘s “the moft
ufeful and beneficial commerce this nation now enjoys, - conﬁd’c’:ﬁr.i’ it in
all its views.—It employs.great numbers of our poor manufa&htér'sg “and
our co}onies cannot exift without negroes. = -~ .. o il R

; The legiflature, I.obferve, is taking much pains t.o“fregrﬁlzit'd ihé’bz’dz'a

~ company‘and their; affairs. :Query, whether the’ African “trade is not of

more folid advantage to the nation,- than the Eaff Tndia trade, ot might
be made fo? . . T T H S L e ’Orm’g]t
(,;.Thc Eaft Indies produce a. great deal of partial riches, which has an
evident tendency ito overturn our. happy conftitution ; whereas the A fri-
can trade diffufes, like gentle thowers, its k-indly: bédeﬁts'fhroiigﬁbﬁt' éli
the Britith dominions; I.am a fpeculative man, though now a feamian,
and could enlarge on this copious fubjeé‘t.:* ~*'b?‘f3 ER N f-*‘ - h
What I have now cqm'mitted to paper, are the ferious g’éh'iiirié thou .4h‘té '

. of an honeft tar, without order or method." ‘If you, 'Mf:"iP}i:ﬁstéf“‘thgink
proper to. publith them in "yduru’feful pape’r,ﬁ’ p’er}izi‘pté, they mayd:) fome.

- fervice tomy king and country at this critical time, "

i

' N. B.'The Iegiflature thould fend 2alf-pay-offcers to govern and keep

the forts'in a refpectable condition. = They 'are bred to acquire honour;
- o Lol . l v ’

ot riches by trade. Such a regulation need not coft the public a penny

more than the prefent allowance. An honeft, fenfible, difinterefted com-
mittee have power to do much good..”" ... ¢ ST

. Londm, Yune 4 New Llyds.
LYo ET T el my hands, I went fr‘équ:entl“'“'twcj"th
hoqfc'of commons  this' feflions, to get fome knowledge of th atth:
gu:.)rfilalag ~of lhﬁ "i‘_natiq'n’s' ‘welfare k_‘\}ﬁ'éré"dc')i'n"g‘,:"‘fof the fervice of the
public and o graify my Guriofty with the fght of forhe tnen, whofs

" conduét i . S IR
ndu in parliament I have read of -in the Weft Indies, where I have
t‘x}amtg‘lgs' ’n}y‘fa’mily’ in 'Ehgl‘a'.rjd“‘Hv'vit'h"égxﬁfo;ft,";nnozf':' :
Rt SR S ’ PR BRI EC Y VRIS R '

a plantation,” that :
fplendour, -~ <0 ol re R
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Amongﬁ the other important: buﬁnefs of the houfc, was. brought ina . - The convehience of . the public mionéy being veﬂed in the beft goods
jblll to regulate the African trade of the Gold Coaf’c ‘which drew my at- 1 at thé defite of thofe: .governors, . their livig rent ﬁee, hnvmg fervants of

tention more par ucularly, as all the flaves an 'my plantatlon are from thag ‘ ¥ all forts Wlfhout wages,” or chaige of ' mamtenahce————nay, havmg falaries

CESSRETmEE

AT

e

part of Africa, - whxch certamly produces the beft 5 - for,; being inured to
labout in their own country, they can- work ¢ on-our fugar-cancs immedi
ately after their arrival. I took fome pains toenquire what the real de-

from thé public ’ for doing worfe than hothing, (buﬁnefo for themfelves -
exprefly againft the:laws) the free merchant certainly caninot trade thhm
20 or 2§ per cent. with thofe people, as zbcy cai afford to give 41 upon

fign of . the. bill was; and alfo to know the grievances complained of, as
I might be aff'e&ed by it. ; I foon learnt fufficient to wifh the bill might
-pafs, as, 1n my opmlon, 1t tended to lower the price of . flaves, but was
‘much furprlzed, as well as hurt, to find it did not. I have ,ﬁnce conti-
nued my inquiries after facs, “and think the knowledge I have got, from
African captains of {hips and -others ;very converfant in the trade,” may

aflave more than the mérchant adventirér; who rouft hire places on thore
to tranfa& their bufinéfs, fervants, &c. at great charoe, befidé the vaft
experice and delay of their.thips, which muft lie b) and rot,  till "tHefe
snonopolizers thips ate fitft ferved, and get away " This being the cafe,
I cannot expect flaves again at a reafondble’ price, untll this ' iniquitous

e sy e e e .
ekt

g S
sy

e e e

be of fome ufe to. the 1gnorant, who meddle i in thefe matters. - There-
fore I venture, f01 the ﬁrﬁ: time, to put my thoughts in print." - I hope
- this eﬁ'ay may be well received, as it is well intended; I know fio party,
nor am I interefted a penny in the African trade. - DEHE
In the ﬁrﬁ place, though I am a freeman of . the African ‘company (1t

fcheme is broke through : - which muft be done by 4n a& of the Ieglfla-
“ture, as I find the -board of trade kave ‘not ‘power to do dny good in
this matter. They were applied to by’ petttxon ‘of the’ prineipal mer-
chants it the African trade, {ofme time - laft wmter, wherein was et
forth, - that five men, who had alternately beén committee- men for Lon-’
don, had entered into a wmtten coinbiration, te fupport, At 3 mutual

s not neceﬁ'ary to fay how I became fp) and was made to vote at the laft
eleion for committee-men as. ¢ fool, 1.am now. fure I’ did .wrong,
k through fusprize and ignorance, as the a& of parliament exprefly fays, L
none but aitual fraders, and ﬁtﬁé as intend 1o trade to Africa, -are gligible :

expence, ‘one another, and exclude all the other freémen from that officé.
The anfwer the board of - trade gave the mcrchauts was, that, on confult- b
ing their lawyer, they found the as of -parliamént did not impower them
1o grant the prayer of the petition (which was, to exelide ‘thofe pétfons .

defpair of getting any Gold Coaﬁ: flaves again, on reafonable terms, un-

price into the pockets of the black brokers, who are a very artful; mdolent
lefs fome regulatlon takes place From the mformanon I have had,

people; and content themfelves with bringing fewer flavés fo the water- _,
is very clear to me, . that the pubhc money -granted annually by parha-‘ ' fide for fale, when they fee, by the folly of thé whxte men;' that they o o
ment, for keepmg the forts in refpectable repair, . is employed to very dif- €an get as many goods #ow for one flave as they ufed to gét for o, -
ferent pur pofes ; and the forts, ‘which ought to be open for the fafety “ Bywhat is here  fet forth, - the public muft fee, that I fappofe 2 trad-- : -
and proteé‘aon of all Brmfh traders and their eﬁ"e&s, are monopohzed,» - ing conne&lon fubﬁﬂ:s between fome of the Afrxcan cotfimittee and.

and ufed htn‘ely by the govemors and their creatures to.carry on an ex- their goverriors on” the. coa{’c, this T certamly do;- anc/.l I bcheve it can,f |
 tenfivé trade for themfelves, and then’ conneétlons in the committee at - and will be made’ fally appear, ‘when the miiniftry have time to “think - o
London. ' RS c . The : o G 2 about S

to’ Vote for commlttee men 5 therefore, _ as I nelther ttade or mtend = from ever being committee- -men aoam) " As thefe things dreé fo, I ﬁrmly - . i
td trade, 1 fhall not vote agam, though 1am interefted i in the pl‘Ofpt‘—r ity . believe, the free trader.to that part of Africa where the forts are muft be :
of the trade eventually, by the purchafe of negroes annually from the matetially m)ured ‘and the Weft India Plariters of coutfe hurt, by bemg‘ ,
traders for “my plantatlon, and this 1 Wlfh to dO 00 10W terms. : BUt as obliged to pay an advanced prxce for their flaves.——Thefe combinations,” o 1

the affairs under the direction of a comzmttee are now managed I at home and abroad, have ftill a worfe tendency, as it “puts the-advance' H
;
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about the Afrlcan trade, which I am fure is of :more real advantage to

‘the nation than any of them feem to imagine. .- I confefs I {peak feelingly

asa Planter, and think this great commerce (which takes off about a mil-

lion and half va]ue of our home manufaé’cures annually) would be better -

attended to, if there were a few nabobs amongﬂ: the traders, .who "could

-have influence at e]eéhons of members of ; parliament. ..

Thc a&s of . parhament relative to the Afucan trade:appear to me to be

. made on a very liberal plan. - A committee was inftituted, purely to fee

that the public money," annna]]y granted, was laid out honeftly and fen-

, ﬁbly in keepmg the forts in good repan, to aid the Bntdh merchant, and

mm/y by z‘be /]'bzrzz‘ and m'tem‘zon qf t/Je aé’i ée cboﬁ’n by real tmdem ) ba'ue t/Je'

appointment of all the governors of the forts and other ﬁrwam‘s.

The. leglﬂature has granted, fince the year 1750, ‘upwards of 300, oool
for repairing and keepmg the forts in a refpeé’cable condition.” The en--
quiry. thould naturally be, - has that money, been employed properly, 'ac--

cording to the intention of government ? .-What I have learned; and from:
good authorlty, is, that there are but two or three of the eleven forts, viz.:
Cape Coaft Caﬁle, and Annamaboe, that are in any fort of repair; the’
others .in a moft ruinous. condmon, and Tam well: xnformed “would, :
and; ought to have.been evacuated. Jong fince, if they were not foundf
‘converiient to lodge a man or.two to carry on. trade for the chiefs. >+

- The blll brought in by Sir William Meredith, and loft by 1nattent10n',‘§~
would not, in my.opinion, have anfwered fully to the juft expetation of thei :
fair trader, nor what he expc&ed from'it, -asit only mieant to regulate the -
‘ e]eéhon of . commlttee -men, - which™Sir, William hoped would ‘make the:
fountain head pure,—as_he fuppofed the actual traders ‘would chufe ho--
neft, dlﬁntereﬁed public: fpirited men, to manage ‘the publxc money, andf

cherith the fair merchant. -, . =y .. I BRI SRR E

Human nature, Tam forry : to ﬁnd 1t, is fo eaﬁ}y corrupted and blinded -

by felf-mtereﬁ that I think it beft to endeavour to prevent an evil,” by

keeping temptatlon as’ much as poﬁible out of the way of . individuals ; |
therefore, I .am - for havmg an act of the legiflatare: for. explaining and :
amendrng all the former a&s. ‘IT'would fuﬁ'er no man’ in the public fer- -

vice

A'PPENDTIZX
vice to trade for a pennyon the Coaft ; nor any but rml trczder: and free-
men to vote at any future ele@ion for committeé-men. - Send regular
military. gentlemen, of unblemithed characters, to command and have
the care of the forts ;" many fuch, and now on half-pay, - might foon be
found, that would thankfully accept of the appointments, for three years,
and then to be relieved by others : fending faors and writers,’ is abfurd
as itis no trading company ; a ftorekeeper is neceffary, who fhould’ gwe
fecurity for the faithful diftribution of the ftores under the 1nfpe6hon of

the chief. governor, who fhould bé a- captain at leaft in 'his Majefty’s fer=

vice, to refide at Cape Coaft Caftle, and rank as majorin Afrlca, ‘with roooli’
per ann. falary, and power to ac as a juftice of peace. = The other forts
to be commanded by inferior officers on lefs falarres. . There (hould be an:
able engineer fent from the Tower, to have the ‘immediate dire&ion. of
the repalrs of the forts. Such kll‘ld of regulanon would be fenﬁble, and..
effeétually remove any Jealoufy in the merchants, and need not coft
the publlc more than the prefent allowance. I throw out thefe hmts
for othels to lmprove upon.’ : ' :
Iam told there are not lefs than fourteen hundred people who are made
free in London, to vote at thé next election for African commlttee-men,
and not above ﬁfty 'real traders amongft them, who, if the a& of par-

. hament was properly underftood, have a nght to vote. . Shameful. pro(h-

tution of an A& fo well mtended1 Surely no oentlemm will vote that is
not an a&ual trader. Tools muft do as they aré bxd —~—-What can induce
men of ‘any eredit ‘to take ‘fuch’ unwarrantable ﬂ:eps to" get into the

’ management of public money ? It furely cannot’ be* the {mall falary
* only~The men that will pxobably be chofen next month, -and by .

creatures of their own making, are, I am told, well known ; -and I hope,.

if chofe, will :next winter be brought before the tubunal of the pub]rc,

to. account for theu‘ conduét I {hall bear 4 part'in it as
: : A VVEST INDIA PLANTER

P S Why do. not the real Af'ncan merchants of London, Bnﬁo]
and leerpool nommate and fupport three .proper. people, . for each
p\ace, to be thelr commlttee-men, and inftruct ; thofe that are chofe,

nay, reclulre it of them, to make the neceffar y rcculatlons on the Coaft ?
"Fhat
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(G. ]
That there. was . folid grounds . for What appeared in the papers was
plam from the followmg memorial. . o
‘ Lo e Lomz’on, j’zme 11, 1772.
. At a meetrng of the focxety of - Merchants tradmg to Afnca from
thls port, ..o L e DL
Refolved ‘ s Ty s e e
That the memorlal of the. merchants of Londorx tradtng to Afrlca ;
prefented to the Rt. Hon. the Lords Commlﬂioners of Trade and Planta-
tions on the 17th of March laft, be publifhed for the better information of

‘the pubhc touching the grounds.of the faid b111 and to prevent any
future mttreprefentatlon of them. ;o

TohéPRINTER
STR, | the

‘N comphance w:th the above refolutlon I take the hberty to mclofe':
you a copy of the memonal therein mentloned and to requef’r by,

- order of the focxety, you ‘will be fo obhgtng to pubh{h the fame,

S I.R, ,
Your moﬁ humble fervant
JOHN PE’I‘ER DEMARIN.‘

and am, -
Na 31, Bread/z‘reefaf '“

To the Rngt Hon. ibe Lords Comﬂzg/zmzem ﬂ;r Tma’e tlﬂd P/am‘zztzom

The Memonal of the Merchants and Traders to Aﬁzm from the Port of ,

. London, whofe names are hereunto fubfcrlbed s
H umbly theweth, "

TH AT by an a& paﬁ'ed in the 23d year of hxs late Majefty, entatled
“« An Aet for. - extending and promoting - the ‘trade - to Africa,”. it was

among  other - thmgs .enacted, “that-all his Majeftys {ubjects who fhall

trade to or from any of the ports or places of Africa, fhall for ever here<

_ after be a body corporate and politick, in name and in deed, by the name

of the Company of Merchants trading to Africa,
.'That the dlreé‘uon and management of the affairs of the faid company
{hould be by a committee of nine perfons, to be chofen annually by fuch

of his’ Majef’:y s fubJeets, tradmtr or mtendmg to trade to or from Afrrca,
i 6 - v L as

‘AP PENDIZX

, (61 47

as fhou]d, upon payment of ‘the fum of forty fhillings éach, be’ adm1tted

§ freemen or members of the faid company, and free thereof for the fpace
of one year. ‘

. -The att ‘alfo du'e&s three of the comnnttee~xne11 to be chofen by the

§; freemen of thé faid company, who fhould-be made free at Ltverpool

three othéfs by the freemen of the faid’ company, who fhould be made

, x% free at Briftol ; and three others by the ﬁeemen of the fatd company, who
? fhould be made free at London :
% ~And by the faid a®, the commiffionérs - for trade and plantatxone are -

authorized and 1mpowered from timé to time, in- cafe any of - ‘the’ faid
commlttee ‘men thall be gmlty of any mxfbehawour, contrary to the true
intent and meaning of this ac, to remove any of the faid committee- men,
firft heaung them as to the truth of the chatge agamft them, and to gwe
notice to’ eleét others, in the room’ or ftead of thofe fo removed

“In conformtty to the intention of this ad, ‘moft of his M‘gef’ty s fubyeéts
then' trading to or from Afuca, from London, Liverpool,” and Briftol,
became freemen of thefaid company at thofe places 1e(pe&1vely, and
proceeded to the ele@ion of nine comrmttee-men, who agreeab]e to the
direGions of the faid a&, in _confequence of fuch cnolce, became 1nveﬁed

g in behalf of the faid company, of all the forts, caﬂles, canoe men, caftle-»'
flaves, mxhtary ftores, &c. poflefled theretofore by the Royal Afrlcan
%ﬁ company ‘of England, together with the power of governlng,nnaxn-‘

taining; -and " preferving the fame;’ the right of appointing all officers,

~civil and milifary, that fhould be- neceﬁary for thofe pmpofes, and of
‘ dxfpoﬁnv of fuch fums of money,’ as, for the purpofes aforefaxd govern-
ment thould think fit to grant,. -and which it has fince very hberally given..

Africa, and among the reft, the far greater part of your memorialifts
becamie freemen of the faid compmy, reafombly hoping thereby to have
that influence in the choice of committee-men,’ that it was obvioufly the-
defign of the legxﬂtture, and neceffary to the good of the Afucan trade,
they as traders to Africa fhould have.: - :

But fo it has happened through the arts of deﬁgmno men, that neither:
"the votes of your memorialifts, nor thofe of all ‘his’ Majefty’s. fubje@s.

: trading

In‘the fucceedmg years many more of hts Ma)eﬁy s fubjeﬁs trading to.
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_48 APPENDIX [G]
tradmg to Aﬁrca from London, would be fufhcrent to_procure t the office
. , - of commlttee-man of that port for any perfon, however fitly quahﬁed

'APP"END'IX [G] 45 |

sé , Your memorrahf’cs have alfo authentic proof that the committee-men for N
London, for the prefent year, Mr. James Johnfon, Mr. James Mill, and o
1,

o ’ ' for under a pretence that thefe words of the faid aé’r ¢ Traders or in-

tendmg to trade to or from Afnca, -prefcribed no limits, .but that any
’pelfon, bemg hrs Maleﬁy s (ubjeét mxght and ought to be made free of

Mr.” Samuel Bean, did enter into ‘an: agreement on . the 12th of Sep-

tember, 1770, . wrth Ml. James:Bogle French, and Mr. Gilbert Rofs,.
then committee-men for the faid port, in the followmg words

‘the faid company, upon payment of forty ﬂulhngs each, to the ufe thereof Tt is agreed between Mefl, -James Johnfon, Gilbert Rois, and ]arnes.
i fuch numbers, vnthout any regard to the dx(’tm&ron of tradmg or.in- ' Bogle French, together with Samuel Bean, and James Mill, that ¢l
t . ~ s, 11, tt
'fri . tendmo to trade to Afrrca, have been admrtted to its freedom, »that all | é expences attendmg the Taft African cleéhon, xefpe&mg o &Cqﬂ]:]i
I} oppofition on the part of - the real traders thxther, to fuch iniquitous I be an equal charge -between them: And it is further agr ,d by th
i Y ce t
i proceedlngs, can be of no avarl ; the a&.ual traders free of .the company §» | parties, that they fhal] unite their whole f’trength upon the next and }elver;

in this crty not bemg more, as your memorrahf’cs are well convinced,

{ucceedmg ele&ron, in fupport of three of the ab
havmg carefully examrned the lift of ﬁeemen of the fard company for e S ﬁlpu}ated e

neath, refervmg a right neverthelefs to Mr. Sam. Smith, as being one of

i e e

i

i .

%}5 London, pubhfhed in, Ju]y laft, than 100 at the moft al{th‘ough the the candidates when his affairs admit of it, or he has made 2 refpetablo

Eﬁ% : number of perfons then free thereof appeals by the faxd h(’t to be 1043 ; dividend to his creditors, Mr. Samuel Bean in that cafe having agr d

hﬂ} : and there have been ﬁnce that time fo ‘many more perfons made free, that relmqurfh to Mr. Smith. Slgncd g agreed to

@,3 the total number of perfons pretendlng to have a right to vote for com- RIS . o

3&} 'mrttee-men for London at the ele&ion for the year enfurng, is now in- | ,JAMEs JOHNSON, L

31. creafed to 1425, much the greater part of whom, fo far from being % James BooLr Frenca,

h‘“- _ Afrrcan traders, are not even known to your memorlahﬁs 5 and of thofe - ~GirperT ROSS_, :

i’h‘ d v by thei fﬂ' ‘ : TS L P PN -; e ;EJAMES MILL,“ )

g ~who are known to them, great | numbers are evidently by their profefiions, = RPN SAMUEL Bean.” :

ﬁ ( fuch as Counfel]oxs, Attorneys, Phyﬁcrans, Surgeons, Stock brokers, and : Mamfeﬁ]y feekrng thereby through “the’ moft corrupt means and’ , o
Stock-Jobbers, not likely to be traders to or from Africa, or to have any L - ~1llegal combination to conftitute themfelves perpetual committee-men for

1ntent10n to trade thrther, others they ﬁnd to be tradefmen fervmg the
~company with the goods putchafed with the pubhc money ;. their
' Secretary, and even  their Porters ; perfons not yet of age, ‘and of the
, very lowef’c ﬁatxons 1in hfe, not made free at their own reque(’t or at
 their’ own expence ;. and fometxmes even wrthout their knowledge : ;and
‘with fo little drfgmfe or pretence to any regard for the rights of your
memorrahfts, or 1everence to the laws, have fuch difqualified people been

the port of London, in the moft dire® violation of the ughts of your | 4
memorlah[ts, and others, the traders to Africa from that crty, and to the | ;
utter perverﬁon of a f’catute framed on the moPt lrbexal pnncxp]es, and | ;
tendmg to the greateﬁ commercial advantages. ©
Your memorialifts therefore complam of the faid M. james johnfon o
M. James Mill, and Mr. Samuel Bean, the prefent committee-men fo:* T
 the port of London, for havmg done an act {o fubverfive of, and preju-

SRR

made free, that your memorrahfts are- Well informed a fingle perfon has
recently prefumed to {end in a lift of 160 names of people-at one time,
‘that he defired mrght be admltted to the freedom of the faid company,
and has had them made free accordmglv, although {carce any of them

were legally quahﬁed ,
- Your

dlcxal to, their rlghts, and thofe of all the tladers to Africa fxom this
port, and for being gullty therein of mribehavrour, contrary to the true
mtent and meanmg of the a&t before in part recited.

And therefore ‘pray that -you w111 be pIeafed to order them to be re-.
moved from bernv commrttee-men any longer for the port of London,
and to dire& that a new ele@ion of others in their room nﬂy be had

H o under
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under  fuch regulations as thall  prevent the repetitionuéf fo flagrant an
abufe of the intention of the legiflature, and fo injurioué to that trade;
the protection and extenfion of which were the great objeds of its care.

- Samuel Bainbridge Sanuel Gifp . William Barber
 Alex. Stevenfon Samuel Smith  ~ Jobn Hamilton
Kender Mafon * Gilbert Franklin 5. Warner Phipps

Geo. Clarke
Thomas Philpot
obn Barnard

Arthur Jones - R o
Sobn Shoolbred
" Sobn Peter Demarin

jqizzes- Tweed
Ellis Needham
- Sames Lone -

* Robert Sorfbie " Anthony Bacon Sobn Townfon
Peter Boftock -« Chrifiapher Court " William Hindley
" Ben. Kenton - " William Wilfon ‘ Gerrard Teife
~ Swete Wood -  Hugh Connor . - Robert Vigne
. tobn Macmillan - William Wilton - Michael ames
- Patt Power Charles Connor *Sobn Pz"c‘_/eéz‘f '
Robert Eyre Robert Macmillan Sames Hambrough '
Miles Barber. " Henry Poole Nicholas Lutyens. /

After this it would be an injuftice to a very eminent and very worthy
merchant, not to in‘fe"rtyhis' vindication of himfelf from having any hand
in fuch ﬁniﬁer"pr»a&ice;s"ias the committee-men’s agreement, . Their
making a fort of referve for his being of the committee was probably done
to keep him, if poffible, from expofing the improprieties in their condu&,
which they muft be fenfible he was well ‘acquaiﬁtevdfwvith"; and that it
was not with any real purpofe of ferving him he clearly fhewed by cutting
off all poffibility of objection by the certificate of thofe gentlemen, who
had the infpe&ionﬁ of his affairs.—The following letter appeared in the

‘Public Advertifer:  * - ,’ B
" SIR, | L o

THE fociety of merchants ktr,zyid«ing‘dto Africa from this port
having publithed in your paper- the memorial by them prefented
to the Lords of Trade _avh_d Plantations. on the 17th of Marclx
laft, relative to 'th‘c'Va,biifc_:S Which,h'av'c'_.obtké.iﬁed in thé choice of
“African committee-men 'fog"fomjc,‘ti’r:xic“.Pzi'{’ch, and ‘there béing,in'".t’h'_at
memorial fet forth an agrcenxexlt'; dated Sep't'embqrwx 2, 1776; ' whg}ein

. S e =, L am
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I 'am mentioned in fuch 'm:;nnc:r; that it may be fuppofed I was a party
thereto. In order to prevent any fuch mifapprehenfion, I think it
cxpediAent ‘to »declare, that agreement was made without :rny knowledge,
and that I never heard thereof .until April 1771, when feveral of my
friends thinking it proper I thould offer my(elf a candidate for the office
o fan African comniittee-man at the eleGtion then enfuing, 1 went to one of

_the five gentlemen who had ﬁgned the agreement aforefaid to {olicit his vote

and inteteft, having, as I imagined; réafonable ground for the éxpe&ation
of both 'fro'm him in fupport of my pretenfions. ~ This gentleman, to my
great fur;prize, told me ke could not comply with my requeft ; and upon
my preffing him farther, produced the agreement abovementioned as the
caufe of his refufal. I had no fooner read it than perceiving it was
prejudicial to my 'reputation, and injuridué to the public in'its manifeft
defign, I expoftulated with him upoen its contents, but to no p'urp’ofe s
he replying, that in this cafe he would not go from his engagement, nor
could he give me any affiftance until, agreeable to the tenor of it, <1 had
made .2 refpectable dividend to f"my.lcredi'tors.” T confefs it appeared
a’ little extraordinary to me that thefe five gen‘txlemeﬁ fhould be fo ex-
ceedingly careful-of matters- in which they were no way .interefted.
Detckmincd to ftrip off this mafk, I remonftrated that I could and thould
have made a very refpectable dividend to my creditors, had ‘not the

-gentlemen infpectors into my affairs thought it proper, through un-

common friendfhip and confidence in me, to fend out to Africa to affort.
my eﬁ"e&s/thqrg, goods to a confiderable amount, purchafed with the-

money ‘aPpegtlai'xl}li‘t‘i‘g to my eftate, inftead of dividing. it immediately
amongtt the creditors, who had confented to their doing fo and invefted - °

them with the power neceffary for that end. That this might not reft

on my word alone, ‘_auv)d to remove, as I thought, any objection, I applied

to the gentlemen appointed infpectors into my affairs, who, with their-
accuﬁomgd ngdng'fs, gave me the following teftimony in wfi“ting :

- Thefe are to certify whom it may concern;’ that ’Mr.'Samuel Smith,
of the Old Jewry, merchant, as an a& of juftice and bx‘udénce :
tqwgrds ‘his creditors, as well as his own fiimi]y,"f’c(;pt payment
we, as principal creditors, at the defire of an unanimous general .
meeting, took upon us the infpection and dire&tion of his affairs.”
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¢ On examinin‘g his books, which were fettled in a 'very few days, we
found every tranfa&ron regular and farr, and have not ﬁnce on farther

exammauons found any er rors
Upon the balance of his- aﬁ"arrs it clearly appears that he ought to

7 have, after payrng all his debts, a very good fortune remaining without

taking .into the account any proﬁts anﬁng from hlS extenﬁve trade to

 Africa.. i

That he has more’ effe&s at hrs fettlements, and on board his fhrps
now at Africa and America, than will pay all his debts, which is acknow-
ledged by his partner Richard Brew, Efg; of Annamaboe, who intends
to fend . oft' flaves fuﬁicmnt for that purpofe in the courfe of thrs and

next year. -

Being fatisfied of Mr /Smxths 1ntegrrty and good condu& alf'o of
the honour and honef{y of - his partner M. Brew, ‘we (agreeable to the
powers invefted in - “us) ‘have fent’ out upwards of 20,000l. value in
goods, - &c to affort” the goods 1in . his fa&ories on the coaft of - Africa,
whrch, together -with 11,000l : aé’cually paid to: creditors who - had
fecurltles, ‘would have reduced his debts more than one half.- -

'"As - Mr. Smith has- -a@ed with" fo “much’ honour, refolutron, and

” drlrgence, to do juftice to all the world, we think him ellglble to hold and

’exercrfe any employment of reputatlon and truft. »
' S o) BIRCH,
.THOMAS SUTTON,
. RoserT ALLDN,
.ALEXANDER ANDERSON,
" MARTIN PETRIE, .
CHARLES EASTGATE

: Loudon,Ap;zl 305 x77l

One would Thave thought, 5 after producrng thrs certrﬁcate, every
objection or difficulty on the part of the five gentlemen who figned the
sgreement would have been obviated and removed, but it had no fuch

: eﬁ'eé’c They continued to ﬁlppmt each other, and were the chief people
'who oppofed my cleGion laft year, _for reafons beft known to fome of

hexnfelves, and more than gueﬂed at by the merchants concerned in the
‘ ‘ Afncan

'worz‘by az‘z‘endmg to, on the Coaff. oL
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African trade, and by me, “who have had the honour of being for merly
a member of the Afrrcan committee for London and Br1flol feveral

years. . o T am, 4 -
o o - Your moft humble fervant,

Old Sewry, Fune 30. SAMUEL SMITH.

[H]

Exz‘mﬁs ﬁom a Pamp/alet publs /bed by Mr. Tweed a Ge;zt/emmz who

. refided upwardr of Fifteen Years in Africa, which Shews the miferable
Comz'zz‘zon ‘of the Forts, the Arts of the Governors, and other Abzyés

Come now to a point which I hope wrll merit attention 3 5 as ] dare

~fay adminiftration, and the nation in general have underﬁood it, and
looked upon it, in a very different point of view to what it really is:
I mean the fituation of the forts and fettlements on ‘the Gold Coaft of
Africa. T am - forry to fay, that they are in almoft every refpec a drf-

grace to the nation. They lie like a heap of rubbifh—a neft for filth and

vermin without influence,  degraded and ﬁrgmanzed ‘as mere
burlefques on fortification ; laughing ftocks for Europeans, and the deri-’
fion of the natives. Inftead of fupporting the dignity of the nation,  they
fully and difgrace it. © The governors or chiefs, tamely and difpiritedly,
have fuffered Britith fubje&s to be grofsly infulted, nay ﬂogged under the .

; ‘muzzles of their guns, in fight of their half-ftarved centries with arms in

thelr hands; and have bore the infults of the haughty natives, when Wlth

menaces they dared them to refent it. “And fo greatly drfpmted are thefe
poor wretches of foldiers, that they are the next ftep to inanimate bexngs .
The poor prttance of putrid falt provrﬁon which they are allowed ‘though

_ they pay very exorbrtantly for it,” contrary to the allowance a;m’ intention of

government, is {carce fufficient to fuftain-life; and their meagre prtrful
countenances plamly indicite the fcenes of- fﬂlfCly and want to which’
they are {ubjected 5 having often had the misfortune of being lorded over
by a fet of unfeeling bemgs, whofe hearts are fteeled againft fympathy,
and every other Chrrﬁran or focial virtue., " Wealth is the deity they
- : ' Worfhtp 5

D i T s

2, TSl B

i ERL A

R

RN,

-

IR KB




=
/
/
!
4
o4

cnrmmam

A s o

APPENDIX [H] . 65
needful to be fent out, either as repairs or other maintenance of the fi forts ;
but it is an mdx(putable fa&, that thefe committee gentlemen have often,

R

54 APPENDIX [H]
‘worfhip; and do they only accomplifh that end,. national honour,
national intereft, or national influence, are quite beneath their confidera-

d 3 i
] tion. They receive a falary for doing their own bufinefs ; and the ware- ; nay generally, ‘been connected with the governors and chiefs abroad, on ]
§ ;i 7 . ’.‘1
i houfes, craft, and fervants of the public, are all fubfervient to their ends 5 the trading fyftem ; by which means fuch a natural {ympathy has fub- i
and purpofcs From this general rule, there may, no doubt, be fome fifted between them, that the fupplies have been wifely calculated for ‘ h

" exceptions ; but it is manifeft, and paft all contradrﬁlon, that it has been a6 very partrcular purpofes, as well as confiderable aﬁbrtmcnts fent over in

the fame bottoms, for which the public pay frcxght. ,

too often the cafe; and it can eaﬁly be made appear, that inftead of the 7

When parliament eftabli
forts being in any degree ferviceable, or their chiefs affording any fuccour ht pl tive 1o their di {{é]edf the Con}lmlttlze;) it V‘;as Z“a&ed that the
' . s relative to their difburfe .
to the Britith trader or interefts, they have, from their felf~mtereﬁed | accoun ments {hould be audited before the Ex

views, been highly detmmental to it bv obf’cru&mo the ﬂuppmg in their @g chequcr, and alfo, upon proper notice by advertifement, - they fhould
_ : fubmit them to the infpection of any number or committee of their con-

ftituents : but fomuch has this valuable branch been netﬂe&ed that they | ;
have been left to their .own drrc&xon, and have no doubt avaxlcd them-
. felves of -it. e
~~Since the commcncexnent “of the prefent peace, our natural enemies
and rivals the French have been afliduous, .and have ufed every pxece of |
- chicane and low cunning, whereby to worm us out of the trade ; by
infinuating to the natives, that if they could by any means get quit of
the Englifh, they Would ‘put it on a very advantageous footing for fhem.
The natives very {hrewdly anfwered, that the Englith were the moft likely

N EE T
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- purchafes. :
It will naturally occur to afk, from what means thefe complamts and

guevances anfe, and under whofe care and manaoement the African affairs
are conducted and carried on ? The anfwer of courfe muft be, that there
is a committee chofen by the merchants, who are by at-of parliament
admltted for the more effeGual extenfion of the African trade, on pay-
‘ing in to the committee’s fecretary forty {}nllmgs, and half a crown for
perquifite.  The majority of fuffrages in this body con{htutes a commlt-
tee-man : but though the intention is orxgmally good, it is often like
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i other matters of the kind bafe]y fubverted to finifter purpe ofes For 10 . to extirpate themfelves; becaufe, if they kept bxddmg upon each other, !
i ftance, a tooth- drawer ‘or mountebank, on paying this paltry fum, be-  they would foon over-do themfelves. A :
i * comes qualified to vote for whom hc may be influenced, even for the of- !
i dinary of -Newgate, o fexton of St. Giles's {houl 1 the tun a8 ardi. - - The Africans are in general crafty, cunning, gleat mafters of diffimu- :
?E:{ q ary o eed gh :i e onl both ’l G setl Y P i 'P hof ' % lation, fedulous in accomplifhing their ends, volatile and- bigotted in j
;3 4“?8»‘ indeed, <ha _4c\jer ether or both thele perfonages been chofen, their opinions, - unftable in their friendfhips, treacherous where intereft |
il their knowledge of Africa would only have proved tantamount to many - intervenes, dupes to luxury, great lovers and admirers of pomp and gau- E
ﬁ%%; of the refpectable genf]emen who have filled that office; . and, if wemay dinefs, though naturally mean in théir drfpoﬁtions ‘They are prbné to *3
éil judge from their. condudt, would neither. have expofed themfelves o paffions, very refentful ; but they would rather wait for a fair opportu- g
much, or would have Commltted fuch arrant blunder 8. But to pr oceed— o nity to be revenged on their adverfary, by faking an ad‘vzmz‘age, than to !
This committee is to conﬁ{’c of three for I_ondon, thrce for leerpool » afford him a fair chance. They are almoft generally and naturally thieves, s

a-r)d three for Brrfiol. They are to fupermtcnd and manage all the affairs though they are loth to be difcovered ; but, what is rather remqmable,

relative to the public forts and fettlements in Aftica (Senegambla ex=- when matters are put under their truft, they in common prove f'uthfu} ' ]

cepted) and to give fuch directions and orders to the govemors and chiefs, I .. The managcment of the Governors of . the Forts merits attention : |

as'may be conducive to the national interefts and credit abroad. They, - The governor of Capc Coaft havmg a falary of 800] per annum, the

in confequence, are to indent for fuch ﬁores and goods as may be thought \ ‘ , gove:- {

’ ' need- ¢ ‘ R : : i
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rrovemor of Annamaboe 4001 and the other chiefs 1ool. each, which
they pick and cull out of the primeft, and moft commanding articles,
fcnt out by the committee, on which they trade for themfelves, and the
governor of Cape Coaft always having contrived in the courfe of the ,
year to bring the publxc in his debt, by chargmg repatrs for the forts, and
other etceteras, as alfo for arrears paid to his predeceflor, which {wallows
up almoft the whole fupply fent out in the annual fhip by the committee ;
zmd this they urge as fome excufe for treating the inferior fervants
, by paying thcir falaries in refufe goods, and often etnploymg the
clerks, fCIJCaI]tS, nay even the foldiers of the forts, to a& for them in
the inland parts, and by their influence with the natives, prefents made,
and other machinations, they obftrué and intercept the purchafes of the
thipping, and the regular courfe of trade ; while the poor unhappy foldi-
ers, inferior fervants, and low artlﬁcels are paid with the dregs of the
goods ; by which they are barely able to purchafe a very fcanty pittance
of the worft, and moft putrid forts of provifions; . thro’ which hardfhips
they fpm out the miferable reverﬁon of alife not Worth en_)oymg, and
- which rarely exceeds an annual period.. " . - S
The fhlppmg, being. clogged with heﬂvy outfits,- weir and teér, inter-
eft of money, infurance, &c. are often obliged to - pay the chiefs per-
haps from fifteen to twenty, nay_ twenty -five per cent. -advarice on all the

flaves they buy of them, notw1thf’candmg they have little or any rifque, -

and have fire, - candles, lodging, and wa{hmg, ‘befides ware—houfes, ‘Ja-
* bourers, - artificers, canoe-men, magazines, canoes, and every expence
‘of the fort found them at the public expence Neither coarfe goods or
brandy {ufhcient are indented for by the governors ; and part of the pro-
vifions which have been fent out, by apparent{y authentic mtellxgence,

have been fold to the Dutch for gold, which is the governor’s private

ernolument, while the foldiers and mferxor fetvants, are ‘kept half the
year in a ftarving condition, their wages ‘being paxd them in-goods that

have been bandied from fort to factory, till they are’in an unfaleable

f’tate "On what they can procure for thefe ‘they muft ]xve, or ftarve for
‘want; an alternative Ihocktng to thought and a dxfgrace to humanity.

The quantny of Engh{h brandy ordered out annually from the commit-
T tee,

[
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. tee, not being above 8 to 10,000 gallons, -and the confumption at leaft
20,000, the furplus is found by the committec’s fervants; for which they
pay themfelves cut of the prime articles of the goods, charging’ at the
rate of fix fhillings per gallon for what cofls twenty pence, exclufive of
another very advantageous. brewery, which, if report (and.I mean no

_paltry report) is true, upwards of twenty per cent. is advantaged by it.

From-this circumftance it is demonftrable to a certainty, that thereis a
lofs to the public annually, of upwards of fixteen hundred pounds.

The article of Portuguefe tobacco they alfo make a pretty advantage
of, as the committee’s fervants, and foldiers have been generally paid
one fourth part of their wages and falaries in it, and their flaves one half.

- This tobacco, from authentic accounts, may and has been laid in from
Portuguefe fhlpS at about three pounds fterling per roll ; but when bought
with filefias or cowries, at about thir ty-five (hlllmgs per roll ; and the .

.- governors of Cape Coaft have &y their indents availed themfelves of this

ctrcumt’cance, having a falvo ready in excufe, that thefe articles were in-
tended for the Whydah fettlement. . This tobacco, when it happens to
be a commanding article, is fold to the fervants and foldiers at two fhil-
lings and fix pence per fathom, or fix pounds five thillings per roll, each
roll running from fifty to fixty fathoms. . This being pureha(ed with
public fupplies, brought on fhore by the committee’s canoes and fervants; -
it would appear but reafonable, that the public fhould reap the advantage
of all fuch bargains. On a fuppofition, that it would require five hun-
dred rolls per annum.to fupply all the forts, this might ‘be purchafed
(communibus _annis) for .cowries, at thirty-five ﬂnllmgs per roll, which
will be about nine hundred pounds ﬁcrhng for the whole ; . and as it is

retalled to, the fervants of every.clafs at two fhillings and fix pence the

fathom, or fix pounds five {hillings the roll, amounting in the whole to.
three thoufand one hundred and twenty-ﬁve pounds, Coaft currency, or
two thoufand two hundred and thirty pounds fterling, it will- -appear that
upwards of one thoufand three hundred pounds f’cerlmg isannually loft to

the public on ‘this amcle. : : S
‘Befides the articles of brandy and tobacco, - the governors xeap no in-
confiderable advantages from the long coarfe goods, as fuch are only ﬂdapted
I for
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for purchafe of provxﬁons, the prime forts, as has been pomted out, being
rendered fubfervient to more interefted purpofes. ~ Now fuppofe we only

allow the fum of five hundred pounds fterling which might be faved, by

fending out coarfe goods in room of ftrxped taffaties, pullicats, &c. where-

" by they rival and overbid the fair trader; this, with the annual fums

which as befow fpcmﬁed might be faved on the brandy and tobacco,
would amount to upwards of three thoufand pounds per annum faving to
the public ; which fum, I fhould humbly prefume; would be an obje&t
well worthy animadverfionon the prefent fyftem, being, as can be proved,
founded on_ notonous facts, and the calculatxon under what with truth
and propriety it might be carried to. :

As I muft adopt two different mcthods, whcreby to remove the evxls
fo obvxouﬂy fet forth, I fhall firft begin with a fuppofition which, I think;
will be highly neceffqry 5 " that i is, to put the forts in a proper repaxr this
apparently being the firft Obj€& to be confidered. - With regard to de-
fending and garrifoning them afterwards, military gentlemen would be
beft, as they have neither natural, or we will fuppofe any acquired ideas of
commerce, and, if fent out under proper reftriGions and regulations,

think there appears no ill confequences to be dreaded from their inter-
fering in that refpe&t; and confequently the flaves and other produces,ﬁ
now foreftalled and monopolized by the forts, would circulate among,
and be purchafed by the fhxppmg and falr traders, at near twenty per cent.
eheaper

-The troops garrlfomng the fmts fhould be reheved pun&ual]y every
“three years ; and a tax might be laid on flaves and . ivoty, in order to aid
the payment of the mllmry eftablithment, -and "keep the forts in repair.
* The military gemlemen could be fuppofed to have no intrigues with the
natives relative to trade, nor would make ufe of any chicane, whereby
to worm the fhipping or fair trader out of it; at the {fame time they
would fettle and compromife any difputes between theirwhite people and
the natives, with more impartiality and candour than people whofe felf

views in every refpect have influenced the condu@c and who have been

rather apt to foment than to fupprefs difturbances and jealoufies. The

captam general or commander m chief might be mvcﬁed with all the
6 ‘ ' ~ powess
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- powers: of a )uﬁrce of .the peace, -and have a true and- authenthoumal
kept of all the tran{a@ions, civil.as well as mlhtary, which may occur;
-copies of which fhould be-tranfmitted, figned by him, to.the fecretar :
“.of war, .and of itrade, or-to:-fome-of -the {ecretaries of . ftate, !

- From the defence, private- traders would. receive. ﬁom the military, and
~on* which - they could :rely, they.would be induced to. fettle, and e;tcnd
their trade s -as from them | ithey ‘might expe@ fome fuccour ; whereas
from the committee, and their fervants, they have-too often experienced

| -the perverﬁon of theu‘ fchemes, aid fubverfion of their:-trade in general.

:On every .emergency -the forts, while under military government and
dueéhon, :would ibe .more properly .defended, the nation’s honour and
reputation would appear with :more confpicuous eclat, the perfons and

effeés: of adventurers would ‘be -better fecured and. prote&cd -and they
would -on all oceafions ‘have the chance of xeceivmd more, aﬁiﬁance from.
the military gentlemen, than any other. : .

A .military force ;would awe the . feamen :and -natives into 4 more
1e<rular and implicit obedience than the-prefent civil eftablithment could
.do ;-and would . prevent mutiny and -defertion -among the thips crews,

?

~.which .. fo - ﬂequently ‘happen, :and - provc def’rrualve to voyages in that

COUﬂtly -
‘His - majefty’s itroops, from bcmg well fupphed w1th prow(' fons, - well
clothed kept clean, and properly exercifed; would continue more vigorous

* and healthy, and.in -ficknefs - would - be - better fapplied. with medicines
~.and nourifhment, : than a fet of unhappy -creatures, - who -experience

nothmg ‘but mifery, rags, ﬁmkmg pxowﬁon, and unwholfome liquors ;
by which means, Iram well mformed that near forty. out-of; forty-elght

. {oldiers . havc perithed from theibegmnmg of :March to:the. end of

May 1770 But this fhould rot alarm or deter, the troops, as the climate.

-on ‘the Gold Coaft is in. general wholfome, only the mifcondué ‘before

fpec1ﬁed accounts - for - the .greatand fudden -mortality of , the . people;
which cataftrophe mxght in future be much alleviated, - as the country

‘produces-excellent fith, poultry, and other freth provxﬁons, as alfo grecns
) 2
iruxts, and roots of -a falubrious and 1efrcfhmg nature

“Should - thefe - affertions have any ‘ weight, and. be adopted, T am

.convmced matters would  be- much altered for the better to what they
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now are, and fome fmall tax on the purchafes of the ﬂnppmg mlght
be laid towards mamtalmng the forts. :

~ All orders’ foryears paft, fent from the committee, are not on]y loofely
worded, but they leave their fervants to explain the adts of parliament in

fuch ‘manner, as may conduce to their own private ends and purpofes,

confequently they have been’ quite difregarded, adts of parliament have
been fet:afide, and thcfe gentlemen ~have alted as if fuberdmate to no.
re(’m&xon, regulation, - 01 - controul. . : o

- 'The ruinous fituation of ‘the wmdward trade is obv10us, flaves bema
now purchafed ‘there at upwards of double the price to what they were
in the year 1756. Numbers of lives have been loft by boats and veflels
being cut off, and their crews wantonly butchered by the natives with

impunity, aided and affifted by a fet of white renegndoes,'whoﬁave '
‘abandoned - their country, and relmqm{hed every degree of honour, i

honefty, and order. _ :
The great and prmcxpal bane to the wmdward trade has been the

French contraéts for nevroes fince the peace; as the Englith contra&or
was, by -the agreement ftipulated, laid - under a heavy’ penalty on de-
‘murrage ‘of the French fhips; by which means he was drove to the

: neceflity -of fendmo craft into every river and creek in the country, in

order to procure flaves at any, if ever fo extravagant, a price ; ‘of which
the natives foon difcovered how to avail themfelves. The other fhlps in

the trade were confequently obliged to follow the fame rules, by which :
the natives became enriched, of courfe haughty and infolent, the fhip-

ping made ruinous. and deftructive voyages fometimes fo far as ﬁnkmg
the whole ;. -the feamen by going up the rivers, confequently expofed to
the fcorching heat of the fun by day, and the chilly ftinking fogs by
nlght in thefe unhealthy and inhofpitable regions, foon loft their lives,
and the nation wasdeprived of a number of hardy brave fellows, who, if
preferved, might have proved of mﬁmte fervice to their fovere;gn and

benefit to their country. S
‘This brancb of trade, if under proper regulanons, mlght prove very

ferviceable and beneﬁc1a1 to the nation. As there are a great many very
‘populous empires and kingdoms extended along the coaft, and reaching

above fix weeks j Journey inland, thefe dlﬁﬂ&s are governed by princes of

a war hke
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a2 warlike and atchlevmg tum, confequently a number of negroes and =
other commodities muft come to malket, and would greqtly conduce to -

the confumption of our manufaé‘tures, at the fame time that, &y contradts

with forezgm’rs being aboly /bed ‘and our .trade carried on in our own
bottoms, -and- mnported into our own colonies, “we thould foon bid fair -

for being the principal, if not the only exporters of any note, “and
foreigners muf’c apply to us in a courteous manner, for the African

‘ produces of various forts, The contradts with . the French employed

feveral hundred tons of their thipping, confequently, muit have been very

detrimental- to this maritime country.  The French officers and [feamen

became well acguamz‘ed with all the foundings, harbours, and conveniencies of
the cozmtry, and - by their artful lnf'nuatxons, tinfel prefents, and. fly

- {fcratinies, they became acquainted . with and favourites of the natives,

| taking that opportunity to pave the way againft a future day, -when they :

thould throw off the mafk, and become adventurers themfelves, -

I fhall here give a brief abftra& of the terms, on thch the contra&s :

were formed and {ubmit:it to publxc confderatxon

A, contra@s with B. for.(we will fuppofe) fifteen hundred negroes,
‘dehverable in twelve months, at four different periods, and at the flipu-

lated price of 22l. fterling for every merchantable negro; two-thirds of
thefe to be males;’ one-third females. 3 ~ 3 gL ;
- On the delivery of three hundred and fifty negroes the afforttnent will

run one hundred and twenty pume men, not to exceed twenty-feven years

of age, as. near as can be: Judged ; eighty boys, four feet four inches and
upward

to theJudgment of the parties ; twenty-five women- girls, that is, be-
tween women and girls ; twcnty one girls, from four feet to four feet’
threc inches. - In cafe A. cannot fulfil this agreement, he obliges him(elf
to pay and account for to B. gl. fterling for every ﬂ‘lve he falls fhort in the
ftipulated number."

‘ hundred and ﬁftv negloes, is by agreement to remain two calcndar months.

on that part of the coaft, ~where ‘the parties’ agree:to fend her ;. “during
which tlme, ﬂxould not B. be able to furnith the f’npulated quantity of ne-
o - groes,

thirty- four boys, ﬁom three feet ten inches to four feet thxee -
‘-mches ; feventy women, not to exceed twenty-four years of age, accoxomg

' The thip which B. fends to receive thefe - three
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groes, befme the - explratxon of the two months- after the thip’s arrival, -the :
{hip muft lie at the rite of i30l. fterling per diem demurrage: and for-the - months grace but, if not properly releafed in that tlme, to be colzﬁﬁ‘az‘ed
ratification of the general terms, and conditions of  the agxeement ‘the, pm- and their value appropriated to public ufe. - ‘
| ties become bound:in the penalty -of 50001 ‘{’cerlmg R 3 Secondly, As. it is. prefumptive, that the - natives ‘will endeavour to -
: ‘ v .- From this, it'is .obvious; that- the ‘Englith .~ confra&or mu& furm(h the fereen and protect the white men in their feveral diftricts, the white men
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flaves at any -advanced -price, -rather than -incut the - penaltles ﬁlpulateda being fome of them their pandars in villany, the fiaen of war muftin that -
i To defcend to a particular arcumﬁance, which may ferve :to illoftrate the ' cafe ftop. fome of the natives who are freemen of either that nation or fome
o thatter ; in the- year 17673, negroes could be purchafed. for fixty to feventy . nation. adJOll]ng, which will procure “the - dehvery of* the white men, on -
. bars, onanaverage; one cargo in:particular: was‘laid in at ﬁfty—four bars, tellmg the natives, z‘lm‘ kmg George bm demanded and. mzyl /Ja'ue bis
confifting of .two hundred and: eighty to-three-hundred and forty flaves ; people. i -
‘ ~ whereas, from the before’ {pecified caufes, they have, fince that ‘period, rofe - Thirdly, It WOqu be hxghly neceﬁ'ary to. have a tenable well built fort .
- ‘to’ the amazing price . of one hundfed and twenty baxs, whxch 1s-almoft on. cape Sierra Leon, where nature has already done a- great part of the-
one hundred per-cent,-in'the: fpace of feven, years. . ' : ; work, and where wood, ftone, and other materials, would with eafy labour
. To -reémedy ‘this-let it be- ordered ‘Rirft, T hat the captams «of hxs be got near at hand to carry on the works; ‘while the Oyﬂer banks of Com-
majefty’s thips who fhall .be fent-on that-ftation, thall be- curcé'ted o maranka, but a _fmall diftance ' off; ' would fupply. fhells whereof  to
enquire “of 'the -agents of- Bance ifland, -in the river Sierra-Leon, and of make lime. -This fort- mxght be’ eafily garrifoned by part king’s troops -
the maﬁers -of fuch . fhlps as -may ‘be then ‘trading on that partof -the and - black  men ’ trained- to arms, and  might be fo conftru@ed, “as to
coaft, -the - names, - places ‘of - refidénce, - and chara&els of -all-the white . command the channel'into the river, a$ the thips muft come within two
refidenters in -the country,-and'to confult with them,” who are, :and awho or three mufquet fhot of it; at the fame time that it would fcour the -
are noty detumental to the trade ;- ~as there are fome of probity and worth woods, and " prevent: the: appmach of an enemy on one fide, . while the.
-among them;- it would -be unfair tmput them ‘on a-lével : “after this other. face and baftions would pxevent any of their {hxps ﬁ'om advanung
fcrutmy, let them be commanded 7. bis majefly's ame, -and-as bis fubjects; or landing from the fouthward. . . - g - _
to repair on board ‘the kmcs fhip, ‘and-be - made: acquamted with the re- Fourthly, I would propofe that this foxt fhouid be commandcd by
{olutions, to which’ they muft be obliged to pay the mioft. ftric comphance, a chief. governor. and deputy, with .a fecretary, clexks, and warehoufe<
- -And asit is: probable they: will urge the neceflity of fome time to fettle keeper; a proper engineer, with mafons, artificers, and ]abouners, to car ry
o -their affairs, and realize- their effects, I'would propofe, that this mdulgencc on the :works ;. and the governor and prmcxpal oﬁiccm to havc Oenteel
» fhould be made to extend fo far as the: -exigency of their- anaxrs -upon pro= falaries, fuﬂicmnt .to maintain them without trading. *’ SRR
-per proof, ‘would require : afid-to leave hoﬁages for thelr removal againft .~The” warehoufes and flave-rooms- fhould ferve as fafe places for the
“the time appointed. ~The hoftages, fhould - they not be redeemed before ﬂnppmg, and’ other adventurers ‘to lodge their ‘goods in’ 5 and all dif=
-the king’s fhip departs, to be put in: charge of the: agents of- Bance- ifland, putes between white people and the natives, fhould be fettled and ad-
.or on board fuch fhipor fhips, as will fee the agreement-punétually ratifi- Juﬁed by the mterpoﬁnon and medlauon of the Oovemor and 0ﬁ1ccr,~. of
“ed, otherwife - thefe hoftages (whom ‘we will admit to .be a.part - flaves) the fort. : : :

ihall for the firft tranfgreﬁion of their punmpal be - mdulged with two
' - months
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Fxfthly, The governor of the fort fhou]d be allowed at all ‘times to
- purchafe rice and other prov1ﬁon and fheuld fell what overplus could be -
fpared from thé ufe of the fort, “o the fhmmng, on- bemo allowed either

- 3 commiffion or reafomble proﬁt on the fame.

Sixthly, .
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+ Sixthly,- That every thip trading within one hundred leagues, and evely

' other adventurer within that diftrict, fhould pay ten thillings fterling, on
every flave they purchale, and five’ {hnllmgs on every hundred wetght of
“ivory, which fhould alfo'go towards the maintenance of the forts, &ec.-
and fhould -be paid in bills drawn on -the thip’s - hufband by the refpeatve
captains or ‘purfers of ‘the thips there trading, to the order of fome perfon
-or perfons in Enoland appointed to receive and inanage the fame ; and the

captains fo to bargain with the natives, as to make them allow this tax

‘in the price of ‘the commodities. Bance ifland, being a fortified fettle-
ment to be excluded in every rcfpe& from thefe takes, or other regula-

tions, except. what may affe¢t the. prices and pohce neceffary in trade, ‘

which will be the advantage of - the place to. obferve. it T T
Seventh]y, That every mafter of a trading veflel, on ﬁmfhtng hls trade,
fhall furnith the governor with a trie account of . his purchafe in flaves,
: .wory, camwood &ec.’ fpecifying | the time he haslain on the. coaft, the
average prices every article has coft him, and the number of men he may
have loft by mortality or otherwile ; all which to be tranfmitted, figned
by the governor, to the board of trade, and if needful fubmitted to public
infpe&ion. .~ The fhip’s name, the poit fhe belongs .to, .and -the  fhip’s
hufband s name fhould alfo be fpecified, and an account fent home twice
every year, "By this means, the board of trade, and the nation in general
wotuld have it in thelr power to dlfcern, with fome 'degree of certainty,
what advantage it would be of, and adventurers would be able to tegulate
thelr meafures accordingly, " . - - ,
Cape Sierra Leon lies in as healthy and pleafant a ﬁtuatlon as is to be met
‘with in Africa. The river abounds with various kinds of delicious fith,

the forefts yield great variety of lafting and ufeful timber, troptcal fruits,

palm wine and oil ; and the oppofite thore of Bullom farnithes rice, poul:
' "try, gteens, roots, and fruits in great abundance, fome | goats and fheep,

as well as plenty of deer, wild hogs, and buffaloes, Wthh are ‘alfo to .

be found on the mountains of Sierra Leon———Ltons, tygers, Jackalls,
and elephants abound "in the woods, but feldom prove offenfive in the
fettlements. - At the fort  they might raife” hogs, poultry, and cattle in
“abundance, and jack-affes might be brought from the Cape de Verd iflands,

to
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to bring ftone, fand, and rmtertals to the fort. On the whole, itisa
place na'urally fituated for a proteé’uon to {hxppmg and . trade, which
might be extended under a fafeguard much fmther, and to greater advan-
tage than it has ever yet been. In war-time particularly, it would be
highly ferviceable, as upwards of two hundred fail of fhipping might an-
chor in good ground under tuition of the fort, and be fupphed wrth good
water and other conveniencies from the thore.

As to the province of Senegambta, I thall only beg leave to make one
remark regardmg that fettlement and I think it is a very ftriking one.
‘The wxf'e fcheme of government to fecure the gum trade, {0 ufefulin our
mﬂnufaé’rures, has been in a great meafure defeated by the avance of felfe
interefted men, who have fent gum from Senegal directly to forexgn mar-
kets, and have 1mported forelgn goods from" foreign ports, - contrary to
aét of parhament and to the great detrrment of the fair ttader Thefe-'
are well known faé’ts, and ‘which may be eaﬁly remedred in future.’

My obfervattomI have ‘made’ from an exPertence, refu]tmg from ala "
moft twenty years ‘connedtion with- that country, ﬁxteen of Whlch all:'
but three months, a refident i in it. ’ o g

I fhall now conclude wrth only ohferwng, that’ Whatever admmxf’rra—

~ tlon or body thl exert themfelves in redreﬁing the fatal 1nconvemencres £

to Whlch the trade is fubjeé‘ted wrll metit the applaufe and good Wlfhes
of. then cote'nporartes and_fellow fubje&s, as it will be the means of
grvmg btead to thoufands, anid an advantage to poftenty .

1 hope (before I dte) to fee fome great man in power, who will make

. the 1mmenfe contment of Aftica his ﬁudy, from whence commerc1al

advantages may arxfe to Great Brttam, far beyond our- prefent 1magma-
tlon 'y but thls fubgeét Would be a volume of 1tfelﬁ :
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| Lﬁfeh from Richard Brew, Efg; to /Z”vera\l Alefc/:mzz‘; oZ Liw{ﬁooi | poz';v’vfz;ﬂg'
out the abufes of the Commztz‘ee and tbezr Serw/n‘s, mm’ wifki mg jor another.
E/z?zzélz/bmem‘., BEETE SRR TR S S BRI :
S 7@4_/}/€A"B:/‘feft?:{,’227?)2&%&&5?;'7@11)‘/"1;‘ "17;70.(

I ,r,

GENTLEMEI:I,“\ R ,
7Am much pleafed to find by your letter of the 28th of Febrmry, that
the African merchants of London, Brtftol and leelpool have at hf’c
taken the alarm, and feem determined upon . fuch alterations as vvxll put
‘this once valuable trade upon a more ehglble footmg than it has hxtherto‘

been., rpio. ""” Y B oG T
~In.my laf’t to you upon Afuean a&'alrs, 1 proxmfed to fumlfh you w:th;

fome more- hints, relating to the plefent e{’tabhfhment, and lel now en-.
- deavour to jlluftrate a few of the moft. Pcmkmg, to convince you how ne-
ceflary a change in.the, prefent fvftem is towalds prefex vmg thls trade to

_the Britith Nauon, and puttmg the foxts and fettlements upon a more re~

fpeGtable footmg w
From- the commencement of the p1efent fy(’:em of government, 1n thei

year 11750,..t0; O&ober 1763, when Mr. Bell qmtted the Coaf’c Idale

“venture to aﬁirm, thele has not been 1efs tban thlrteen thoufand ﬂaves pur—‘
ehafed and fold at Cape Coaﬁ Ca{’tle, and from O&ober 1763, vvhen Mr.
Mutter commenced govemor, to the prefent Jnly 1770, -1 will alfo take
upon I1 me to fay, thete has not been five, hundled ﬂaves purchafed at that
place, a melancholy cucumf’cance L that the trade of our prmcxpal fettle-
ment on tHe Gold Coaf’t ﬂ]ould be fo (ham folly negleéted and reduced
in fo fhort a {pace of tlme and tbat, by the fupmenefs (not to call it by a
worle name\ of our late govelnors, our. Dutch nexghbouts fhou]d be fuf-
fered to engrofs fo confiderable a part of this valuable trade.

- As you will be naturally led to afk why thofe ‘gentlemen ﬂnould neg-
Je@ their own intereft, and not ufe all the means in their power to im-
prove their fortunes by fair trade, I wﬂl take upon me to glve you the
only and true reafon. : S

- When a gentleman fucceeds to the government of Cape Coq(’c h]S for-

tune feldom 1mounts to more than 1500 or 2000l, and this fum with his
emoluments
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cmoluments as govel nor, he finds barely fufficient to defray the contingent
cxpences, ‘and furnifhings of tobacco, rum, &c. for the ﬁlﬁyear and in-
deed thofe expences have been fo enormous for thefe feven years paft, that
‘great as the emoluments of the governors are, they have been fcarce fuffi-
cient to fupport the forts, from the failing of one committee’s hip till the

~arrival of another :  therefore, as it is plain their capitals are not fufficient
tocarry on trade, and to defray the exceflive expences:of the forts and
‘buildings, which are and have been carrymg on for : thefe laft feven years, »

- one or the other muft be given up ; and as it is notorious every governor
‘of Cape Coaft makes at leaft 3000l fterling certain, by his- furnithings

and other no lefs thameful methods, we are not to wonder .that he pre-

- fers thefe methods to trade; which i is attended ‘with trouble, rtfque, and’

expence, and the event is often | precarlous ; befidesi it has been the practice
of every governor for - thefe feven' years paft, to inveft every fhilling he
could - poffibly - fpare (from " his. furnifhings, -before mentioned) into up
country, or what we call Duncoe {flaves, which are immediately put -on
the works, and the public charged r2l. per annum for, each ; Ao that it is
xmpoﬂible to expe@ trade can ever flourith again at Cape Coaf’t whll{t

the governors are permitted to interfere, dtreﬂly or indiretly, with the re-

pairs or bulldlngs, Whlch may be found neceﬁ'ary frorn time to time to be
C"‘I'lled on. R N S A T R AU T e :
A proper - engmeer w1th a handfome fa]ary, a fufhment numbet of'

’furveyors and aﬁiﬁants thould be fent out, all under his - du'eétxon, and the

whole management of thefe aﬁ'alrs entrufted to hlm

- Since the" fpmt of engmeermg firft feized our governors, they have
pulled down many buildings whlch, if timely attended to and repaired,
would have ftood many years to come, and have built other works, fome
of which are {o vilely conftructed, - that they are tumbling down. al’read
and have been propped up thefe three years paft ;: they have: enlarged tlfe

caftle by near a’quarter,” are NOw- bulldmg a horn work on the rock Ta-

bra, part of which they have taken into the old fort ; in thort. fo many
additional works have been, and are ftill to be carried on, that I queftion if
twelve years will compleat what is now : planned out, and to what pur-
pofe, except to make the fortunes of four- govexnoxs more, I cannot di-

K2 ‘ ' vine.
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vine. The works of CapeCoaft Caftle are already fo extenfive, that they
Wo'dld take at leaft five hundred men to defend them, and yet there is not
a deceént room in the Caftle for a firanger, except the governof parts with
his, for a room for 2 gentleman in the garrifon, that is water tight in a
hard fhower of rain, and yet thefe gentlemen are all profefled engineers,
~and will talk of a baftion, ravelin, horn. work, 'covered way, &c. with as
much facility as either 2 Vauban, or a Coehorn. Talk toa governor about
trade, he tells you'he does not trouble his head about it ; ; that he makes
- .more money by pulhno down an old Wall than by buymg or felling one
handred flaves. ¢ oo - oo s C e e :
- I am much obhged to you f01 the copy of the committee’s letter to
the governor and council at CapeCoaft relating to the faGories ; the letter
~ 1s certainly ‘a very 'proper -one, : and well calculated to remedy the evil
‘complained of, but thefe gentlemen pay no:more regard to any thmg
which:is wvrote “them by the committee, than if they were Lords-para-
mount of the wholé coaft of Africa. R Y S A S NV 12 DU S SR
The committee,’ by prohibiting their 1ervants from fhlppmg off' ﬂaves
on their own accounts, imagined they had fallen upon the moft effeGual
method to reftrain and keep them within due bounds, b‘ut experience has
‘fhewn us the -contrary ; as the annual fhip, .and many others, - carry off
annually great numbers of flaves ; fome in a private manner, others in the
face of mankind, blddmcr defiance to all laws and regulations e{’cabhfhed,,
by the committee ; and others again, under the denommanons of dead.
menseffe&s L S T : T
Smce the fo1ts were veﬁed in the comrmttee, it is vvell known, that.
- every governor who went home 1eallzed his foxtune in flaves, notwith-
ftanding all orders and reftrictions to the contrary : permit me, therefore,
~ to afk you, if it be of -any confequence to the Britith merchant, whether
thefe flaves are thipped off in June or January, this year or the next, {o as

they ‘are jpermitted - to :fend:them off at all; and whether it does not

appear, that this door was left open on purpofe to ferve their private ends,
as | can name more than one (and thefe the moft a&ive and oldeft ftanders)
in the committee, through .whofe  hands the oreateﬁ part of the remit-

tances for thofe very ﬂaves have paffed. ‘ |
o Whenever
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. Whenever a governor is preparing to leave the Coaft; he dlﬁrlbutes his
goods amongf’c the chiefs of the beft tradlng forts, and glves ‘them as good
a’ price, and 2 much greater afToxtment, than any mafter of . a {hnp can
afford to do: upon this occaﬁon, he launches out ‘all the prlme goods he
picked and culled out of the fupphes, {o that till the whole is difpofed of,.
your thips muft lie by, or.your captains raife the price of ﬂaves, to the
ruin of the trade and fair trader..” A firiking inftance of which we now
have at Whydah; where the -governor is 1eahzmg his fortune in flaves,
and has fent thé furgeon of. the fort .up to Annamaboe to agree with.
a captain of 2 fhip to go down there and carry him and his flaves to the
Weft Indies ; and he has accordingly agreed with Captain Hamilton, of
the Jamaica ftore thip,: to go'down to Whydah the begmmng of - June, to
carry, the governor and one hundred and fifty flaves certain to the Weft-
Indies; fo that, till his purchafe is made, Captain Norrxs, of : the. fhlp
Unity,. of - leerpool (who is-now there) muft lie by, or.take’ up with:

~ fuch flaves as- hé can get, as we are to’ {uppofe a gentleman’ will fhxp none

but the primeft,. when they compofe the bulk of his fortune. :° =
1 am credxbly informed, the committee have adopted a plan (fent them
by the | governor and council here) for the building a neW fort at Whydah,.
within the old one ;: that materials are daxly expe&ed and bricks mdered
to be made at Whydah for that purpofe.. s owib b sver beby wd AL
«That fuch a propofal thould come from the g govemor and “council here-

does not at all. furprife me;: as the governor for-the time ‘being will have

the furmfhmg of . all.’ contmgenmes ‘till “ the " buil ding -is- compleated

~ But’ that the committee’ thould : 1mphc1tly give into - fuch ‘a- meafure,.

without firft confulting their conftituents,’ aftonifhes me- great]y

It is notorious that the fort at Whydah f; fince the commencement of the -

ple(ent ef’cabh[hment has been' of no manner of - fervice to the Britifh:
trade, notwnh(’:and.ng it has cof’c the natlon at ]C'lﬂ: zo,oool to fuppmt.
it,“in that period of time. G et EEEERIE

+.The gentlemen of vaefnool have been the only ﬂdvzenturexs from .-

Engl nd”to Whydah fince thc year 1750, and T fancy they have reaped; N

very little’ advantage’ from the fort, in‘all the voyages ‘they have fuc~
ceffively made t‘lere fince ; they are obhged to hire fatories in the town,A

to.
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the captains‘of (hips, and to allow them liberty to lodge their goods and
flaves in the fort, and to carry on their trade there, that the committee

70 APPENDIX[H]

to lodge their- goods and carry on their trade i ; they are alfo under thV )
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' neceﬂity to hire free people to carry their goods from the water-fide to
the town, (at leaft three miles) at an immenfe expence, and are frequently
‘robbed of, . great quantities; of  goods in the paffage'by the very carriers ;
all whxch loffes they are obliged to put up with, - as our. governors there
have not_ mﬂuence :{ufficient - with’ the King of Dahomy to procure the
leaft: redrefs, even though they were ever-{o well inclined to-demand it.

- Every: body acquainted with this-trade- muﬂ: allow, that Iodgmg mer-
chandrze of -any kind, efpecxal]y liquor. and gunpowder, in’a thatched
houfe, - is attended -with-a very great tifque ; 'fo great a-one indeed, that
1 am. informed, Governor Dalziel  afked . Captain Norris of : the Unity
ten per: cent. to. mfme his faGory durmg his ftay there ; - how true this is

T cannot: pretend ‘to {ay; However Captatn Norris wrll no doubt, clear up
this point on his-arrival in:England. ¢ e N R L
By perufing -the Whydah -accounts .I "beheve you Wlll ﬁnd there are
above -eighty Caftle-flaves theres it is ‘well: worth > enquiring how thefe
flaves are employed, and why they:cannot-be hired to the Englith captains
to carry:their.goods from the water fide, as we are to fuppofe “they are

_ xmmedmtely -under the command of the governor, and could be deterred
from pillaging in- :the_ way from-the waterfide to - the- factories; :I would
alfo'be glad toafk why the captains of {hips have not the liberty of lodg-
ing ‘their- goo'ds and~carrying‘on their trade ‘in'thé‘fort,“ as -wellas the
chiefs, and if this liberty is denied them, how is it poffible the fort can
“be of the fmallef’c advantage to the fhrppxngP Influence - the governor
“has _none, being: as-much in the power.of the King of- Dahomy as'if the
. ‘fort was fitvated a thoufand miles:inland ; -if ‘his Majefty thould take it
mto ‘his head to fend for the French, 'Englifh, and Poituguefe governoxs
“at 12 o'clock at night, there i is not one of them hardy enough to refufe
the firtt fummons. He knows his own intereft too' well to exclude any
nation from trading at Whydah, even tho’ they fhould have no fort there ;
two inftances of which I remember myfelf within' thefe two years paft,
two. Dutch thips having:flaved off there, and were as’:well treated as if
they had a. fettlemeut athore. TItis, therefore, my humble opinion, that
if firict oxders are: not fent to emoloy the caftle-flaves there as carriers for
the
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had better fend out a quantity of gunpowder and blow up the prefent fort,
mf’tead of butldmfr a new one, but if they fhould think proper to grant
he above mentroned mdulgencres to free- traders, I would then humbly
}ropofe that mﬁead of, building -a new fort, ware-houfes . and flave’s

rooms ﬂlould be mdtd to the prefent building, ; Whlch may be . done at a
very mconﬁdetable expence, and this fort would anfwer _every purpofe, as

WS“ as one ten times larget and fhonger from 1t s fituation it ferves only .

as a nmrk of poﬁeﬁxon, and the laroeﬁ fort you can poﬂ:bly bmld in the
fame place can_do no more. . o, R : I
The buxldmg a, fort at Cape Appoloma was ; another vexy mjudxcxous

ﬁep of the commlttee, as it was from, that place principally mafters of
fhips were fupphed w1th rrold to carry on their trade at Annatnaboe, when -

the markets here were ovet{tocked w1th goods. - G
Before a fort was bullt thexe, the maf’rers of Ihlps fo]d thexr coods to
thc natwes at a proﬁt of at lcai’c 35 Or 40, per cent. on an average the

year | 1ound and very feldom failed ‘of procuring gold fuﬁ‘rctent to go thro’ .

~with thexr purchafe of ﬂave at Annamaboe, but fince the fort was. begun

and a chlef appomted it is notarious, . goods have never averaged even

10 per cent.: at that place, und very httle gold has been putchatcd by the
ﬂuppmg at any rate.

The chtef of that’ fort, in the abfence of fhtps and lorm boatc »

pxcks up every ounce of gold at the ‘water ﬁde, fo that when veffels ar-
rtve there, the maﬁers have no 1efource but to trade with him upon his
own terrns, ‘What thefe are, I fhall infert at the end of this ]etter, hay-
ing had propofals . from th prefent chxef Mr Williams to fend him up’
goods at the prices there menuoned “befides, it is more than probab]e, if

you either f’mp with your (h;p or fend your boats, the chief. has parted
the day before. with all the gold he had by him, either to the Dutch,

~French, . or Portuguefle, as there are few veflels that ufe this trade, but
~what ftop, there in’their way .down'the Coa{’c you muft alfo expet that

the oentlemen in the committee’s fervxce (who Iznow the value of crolt’ as
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Dutch, they never attempted a fettlement there ; but it happenmg afew :
years ago that the governor of Axim quarrelled with the prmcxpal man, )t
or Caboceer at Appoloma, “and the latter (dreadmw the governor ’s refent- i
ment) applied for proteé’uon to the goverz‘or of Cape Coaft at that ttme, ‘ b
and entreated that he ‘would 1eprefent his cafe to the commlttee, and get
them, - if tpoiﬁble, to build. a fort at Appolonia_ f01 hlS protection; this
was accordingly done, and-they, without ever plocurmg or.even de-.
manding . fecurity for the Caboceer’s allegiance’ or good | behavrout, of
entering into any Commerc;al treaty whatfoever with him, came into -all
his propofals 5 the con(equence ‘of which . has .been, . that as foon as he
found the fort was half finifhed, he comptomtfed matters with the Dutch,'
and now carries the gteatef‘c p’t{t (1f not the whole of his trade) to their.
fortat Axim. T e ~ !
STl I received your lettet of the 28th of Febtuat v, mcloﬁng rne copy '
of -the committée’s : letter, to'the governor and council, we did not hear.
a fyllable of that affair, thofe gentlemen are growa fo. extremely fecret in
all their tranfactions ; the faé‘cory at Agah,” eﬁabh(hed by Mr Bell, was‘
withdrawn' in a very: ..ﬁient manner, and Tam told, the other faories are.
or will be foon evactated.”: The cotrirﬁittee however forgot, that - ala
though they. pxohrhtted, thém from fettling factories on {hore, they may
fiill employ craft to trade at:every one. of thofe places they before

well as tac private trader) will thave the preference of "the chief’s trade,

|

| whllft they fell their goods at as low a rate as'they’ doy- o s N
i% o ““When it was refolved to ercct a building at Appolonia; ‘a block: hou(e
. and not a fort was ordered to be built there ; 7060l. only was granted by '
i ,parlnment for that purpofe, and Colonel Bramham' gave in the plan,
| : ‘which was fent out here by the committee’ but mf’read of complymg with
| ) the a& of palhament and the orders’ of the commtttee, the governor and
i ) » council ‘here altered the ougmal plan, and inftead of a block-houfe fet
P - about building a fort very near if not quite as'large as Annamaboe fort,
' o which has already coft the nation-double the fum allowcd by parhament
b ‘notwithftanding the committee fent outa fecond order to contracft it ; this

e i
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is not all, the fort now- butlt muft be fupported at a ve1y conﬁdetable an=
nual expence, ‘altho’ it appears that mﬂead of bemg fetvrceahle to tradc
itis of. the greateft detriment 1magmable co
. The fort is built in fuch a ﬁtuatlon, that it is’ almoft as much m the
P power of the ‘inhabitants - as” ‘the’ fort at Whydah, the Iandmg bemg fo
I very temb]e as not to be approached (wrthout the utmoft hazard) above
> three months i m the year. ~The number of flaves bought there is fo very
i o mconﬁderable as not to deferve. noticé, and the quantity ‘of gold purchafed
“ at Appoloma annually - by Engh{h Dutch French and Portuguefe, ITam
] very confident does not amountto 30001 ﬂ:erlmg, admitting therefore, that
" two thirds of this fum falls to the fhare -of the Dnghfh, “nd that they fell
their ooods at even. 2 5 per cent proﬁt on an average, it w1ll appear that

G e T e e

occupted ‘you will therefore; T hope, -not forget this crrcuntﬁance when
once the regulatlons come under conhderatton. R Yo e
- T6 fuch a pitch of audacity were the chtefgovemor and chtcfs of out—-
forts arrived before . this ‘order. came out, that'Mr. Grofle employed
Mr. Gibfon, a fator.in the comthittee’s fervice, and paid by the publick, .
to tranfat- his bufinefs “near three’ :months at_his faltory at Mumford.
Mr. Drew, the chief of Winnebah, had feldom lefs’ than two of the
commtttces {ervants-at two factories he had cftablifhed ; Mr. Trinder, = ..
the chtef of Tantumquerry, employed the fer_]eant of- hxs fort at a factory .
he had at Lagoe, and 1\/Ir erhams, chief :of :Cape Appoloma, fent his.

‘we are only 5o0l. per annum gainers by that trade ; 1s it not therefore Very
furprifing, that the committee Would put the nation to the expence of 13
or 20,000l. to build 2 fort, which - muft be fupported at 2n annual ex=
pence of 7 or 8ool. fterhng, without once enquxrmg into the nature of the
-trade, -or the advantages that would accrue to the natton from fuch an

: undertakmg P -
! ‘ I will poﬁibly be obje&ed, that 1f we had not built a fort at Appo-

]oma, the Dutch would; but this is very unlikely, as they have a very

fine fort at Axim, within three or four leagues of that place, and not=

w1thﬁandmg (as . I before obferved) all. nations who trade to the coaft

ufed frequently to, touch at Appolonia, and trade in common with the

5 h - ~ Dutch,

fecond (Mr. French) ina long boat of ours all the way to Baﬁam to trade -
fOI‘ hlm. 14:» - -;" i . ~“", PR c

~You will, no doubt; be furprx(ed at the eP‘"rontery of thefe oentlemen 3

fu(t, Hn- ef’tabhfhmg faltories. ‘which they ‘were. fenfible :would not - be

I, . o allowed ;
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’allowed, and fecondly, in" employmg the committee’s fervants ‘who- are

paxd by the ‘publick to do their bufinefs for them.- SR

~If the' people ‘who are thus employed as facors can be fpared from the-
foxts, why is the ef’cabhfhment loaded every year with fuchi a’ number of.
ufelefs hands ?¢'The goverriors and chiefs are conf’cantly complaining that:

"the parlxamentary allowance i is not fufficient to defray the annual expence:
of the forts, __and yet: they are r'lckmg their brains to find out new em-.

ployments to gratify their dependants, ‘and tho(e oentlemen who trmfaé’t
thelr private bufinefs for themy.. 0 v s S L

T dare aver, there is not an Enghfh fort upon the Gold Coaft but may.
be taken any day in-the yeat by fix men, the capital not excepted, and yet:
feconde, ferjeants, gunners, and {oldiers, can.be- fpared tosgo ttadmg for:
their chiefs, and the forts left deﬁltute of people for their defence. :

- In the month-of April," 1769, the govemor of Cape Coalt: Caﬁle had
not as much gunpowder in the fort as was.fofficient to fire the morning
and evenmg gun; and was under the neceffity-of applying to: Commodore

" "Fonyn' in his majelty s thip- Pheenix : for. a Aupply,” noththﬁandmg the-
Cacilia ftore fhi P> Captam Dunn, brought out a Very. conﬁderable quantity:

of - gunpowder the preceding February,: for the defence: of the forts, but,
it happemng to-be an. article much wanted i in trade at. that tune, it was.
1mmed1ately dmded and fold out upon flaves. e R N TI

Annamaboe fort A was Juﬂ: in'the fame ﬁtuatlon when Commodorp Tonyn.\

examined i it; there was not.a fingle grain’ of powder in the fort but what.
helonged to this houfe, and.out of which they took as much as faluted the
commodme on his landing and gomg away ;I having found clght kegs:
empty - upon withdrawing our: gunpowder: from the fort magazine, for-
which I never received-any reftitution,. and wh1ch has deterred me ever-
fince from lodgmg any. more there, efpecially as the committee have.
‘zefufed to- order their chiefs to’ give:receipts, or-be accotntable for any.
thmg lodged by a private trader in- the forts, notwithftanding proper.
application ‘has ‘been ‘made to. them- for this purpofe:; thus are we de--
prived of the beneﬁt of the a& of parliament, which allows, us the liberty.
of lodging gunpowder, gold, ivory, gums, drugs, &c. at all times in the-
‘forts. I therefore leave you to Judge from the above circumftance, what
protcéhon, or. aﬁif’cance, a pnvate trader has to expet cither from the:

; o _ . i committee

Ep g
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Lommxttee or. thexr fuvants ‘a comrmttee, fevetal of whom are {o biafled
in favour of their good fuends and coue(pondents on the Coaf’t that you
may depend they -will rllways ftrenuoufly cppofe all xegulatlons which
may tend to lay any reftraint on their trade, .| e
:  AsI have touched upon the word protection, glve ‘me leave to recxte an
affair which happened at Lagoe, (laft Auguft) a town within range of the
guns of - Tantumquerty fort : Mr, James Lane, a puvate trader, carried
on. buﬁnefs in that town for fome years paft ; he fupported an excellent
charaé’cex, was lemarkable for buymcr good ﬂaves, which he generally fold
to the  Britith - fhlppmg in. Anmmaboe Road, to the’ numbel of -about
two hundred and fifty, annually this p001 man, for twelve months before
he died, -enjoyed a -very bad ftate of health, and at his deceafe in. Auguft
laf’c was fuppofed by moft people to be worth at leaf’c 2000}, ftexlmor -

As foon as the, town’s people hgard of his death they immediately brokc
into ;his.. houfe, and.;carryed . off the gxeatef’t part of his effe&s; none of
thch {as far as I'can learn) hdve . ever. . been recovered from them, nor
any fteps taken to bring thofe vxllams to juftice. . If fuch outrages as thefe
are committed- undex our forts, and - the perpetratoxs {uffered to enjoy un-
moleﬁed the fruits. of their rapine ; .we may as well have no forts at all.

_Can  any, thmg be .more, glamng than the par ttahty of, the com-.

‘nnttee in_;.allowing ; their fervants. ltbetty to lodge their: ﬂafves, goods,

and all z‘/aezr effeéts whatfoever in the forts, in preference to the private and

fair trader ; - in. making them umpires- and judges of thelr neceflities, and

in. kamg at all;  their ; malpractices . whatfoever? T dale to fay, that
the commxttee never fent an order - to thexr fexvants -here, for thefc
feven _years paft, tending to: Tlay. the - leaft refl:ramt -on‘them or, thelr

- trade, but what they have thamefully, and. fcandalouﬂy mfrmged 3 they
haye fhipped off flaves in great :numbers,’in the,moft, public\ manner,
' V:traded with both ‘French and Dutch, 1mported from time to time im-
- menfe quantmes of goods, fome have even been concemed in; ﬂnppmg,

and whenever ~an-opportunity offered of dxf’treﬁing a pnvate trader, they
never let it ﬂxp ; they have fettled faCtories wherever : there ‘Was a pro-
{pett of purchaﬁno aflave, or an’ acky of gold, imployed the committee’s

'fervants who were. paid by the  public for : thefe purpofes, to oppofe and

- . L2 , © N rival
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uval the prrvate and fair trader, leavmg the forts deftitute (as I mentroned
before) of people for their defence, and difpofing of the’ very gunpowder
fent out from time to time by the committee for their prote&ron

It may poflibly be objected by the committee and their friends, that
" you have nothmg more' than my rpfe dixit for what I here advance. I
have therefore to reque{’t that the commander ‘of his majefty’s’ fhxps on
this ftation “next year be ordered to take my * affidavit, " re(peéhng thefe

affatrs, thould my “candour or veracrty be queftioned, as all poﬂ; captams-‘

are as I am toldyrftrces of | peace upon their ftations. ‘- i :

c1 forgot to tell you in its proper place, that the. gentlemen, fa&ors, ‘and
others in the commrttees fervice,’ 1ndeed all ‘but: the chiefs,” experience
mﬁmtely greater hardfhrps than'even private traders, - for notwrthttandmg
the - governor trades none himfelf,’ he aéts the dog in the manger, and
Wlll not fuffer a foul to buy aflave orfell a gallon oftum upon- any ac-
“count whatever sif any aré haldy énough topedd]e alittle rum in a negroe s
hut in town; “and fhould be fo- unfortunate as to be: difcovered, * he may
give up at once all thoughts of promotion in the fetvrce, -as this is looked:
“upon of all others the moft’ unpardonable oﬁ'ence a man can be- guxlty of ;.
an inftance of “'which hdppened-a few ménths ago at Cape ‘Coafty - where-
the fer_]eant of the’ fort (havrng ‘prévioufly obtained his drfcharge) fettled.
in town, and traded upon ‘what little he had faved in the fervrce, chreﬂy
ins rum. SRS IR R I P L g x;_n,;; aily .:; RN R

S

+When the above: c1rcumﬁance was made known to' the governor, tvvo\
gentlemen were immediately. difpatched intd'tow; to lét the ferjeant know-
that as he was a foreigner he had 'no right to fettle under an Englifh fort,
‘and to demand the ‘keys of his ware-houfe,’ the ! dehvery of ‘which: he-
»refufed, upon which they ‘immediately: broke open ‘the: Waxe-houfe, en-
tered.and took out two hogfheads of the poor‘ map’s rum, whrch they
carriéd into the caftle. © . 0 Lo Gy b
~ Some time after they fent-to. let the fer jeant Lnow he mtght have hrs.
rum by fendrng for it,>but-he refufed to. meddle with i 1t, mtendlng to lay
hrs complaint before Commodore Tonyn on his arrival at. Cape Coaft.
- When the commodore arrived,: this® ‘poor- man was ill ‘or from home,t
1 cant recolle@ which, ‘fo° that he had not.an opportunity of preferring.

6 his
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his complamt till the commodore was as low down : as’ Cormantyne in
his way off the coaft. I happened to be that day with Mr. Tonyn, and
heard him exprefs hrs abhorrence of fuch arbitrary ploceedmgs, and his
concern that he was not made acquainted with the aﬂ'arr before he left
Cape Coaft ; he, however, 1mmed1ately wrote to Captam Burr of hrs Ma-

Jcﬁy s Sloop Hound," lying then at Cape Coaft, ‘to makea proper enquxry
into the affair, the refult of whrch was (as Iiam lntormed) that many
pretences were trumped up by the governor and thofe two gentlemen to
Juﬁrfy thCll‘ proceedings to Captain Burr. 1 fhall, however, endeavour
to get a copy of the fer_]eant s cafe, whlchI thall fend you with fome other
papers by the next conveyance, to convrnce you how xmproperly tlus is
called a free and open trade. = ~ :

* The Liverpool gentlemenl find are not ﬁngular in preferrmg a mrlrtary ’
eftabh(hment on the Coaft; the Londoners Iam 1nformed have concurred
with them, and from the out-lines of the planfent me lately from~ thence,
it appears tome uf all others the freef’t from objeéhons, for the followmg
reafons.. A '

rrrrrrr

* Firft, T hat as trade 1 19 mcompatrblc Wltl‘l the profeﬁlon of a ktng s of—

ficer, the ﬂaves, whlch are now purchafed. by the forts, would in cafe of
a military. ef’cabhfhment cxrculate amongft the {hrppmg, and Would be:

\ bought 20 per cent cheaper than they are at prefent.

~Secondly, That there ‘is mﬁmte]y a greater probabrlrty of recexvmg
proteéhon and aﬁrﬁance from the mllrtary gentlemen than any others.

Thlrdly, ‘That the forts and fettlements would bé fupported in a muchv
mo‘re‘i‘efpe&ab]e mannet ‘and kept in 4 proper {’t"ttc of defence, by whrch;
the perfons and propetty of the prrvate traders would be rendeted much-
fafer in «cafe of a war, either vuth Europeans, or natrves, than they ever'
can be whilft in the hands of ‘committee. © T T

Fourthly, “That the mllrtary gentlemen would fettle all drr'fexences be-~

tween the: Europeans and natives, " in a much more lmpartral manner ‘than

we have'a right to expe& from the fetvants of the commtttee, who have
‘always endeavoured to foment thofe drﬂ"erences, as bef’t fmtrng therr own
1nte1eﬂ: o , o i .

P R RS PRI TR : Fifthly, _
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- Fifthly, ;’ That great: numbers of ,adventurers would fef\tle\ under the
px-dté(f.?ibﬁ'»b-f-‘ ;the ‘military, from whom ‘itlkl_ey’ had fomething ta hope,
but would be deterred from any fuch attempts under a committee and
their fervants, from whofe envy, malice, and ill-will they had every thing
Slxthly,l"lnt the king’s troops would be well paid, well fed, cloathed

and Tooked after in a proper manner,+and in cafe of ficknefs would have
prbpér‘méd‘ic‘iﬁésyahd the neceflaries of life adminiftered to them ; whereas
the poor wretches fent cut by the committee have nothing on earth to
fupport or comfort them in ficknefs - or health, but a rather of falt beef,
ftinking New Englind rum, and Portuguefe , tobacco, by which means
forty foldiers have perifhed at Cape Coaft out of forty-eight, from March
the 1ft_to the 28th of May, all of whom came out in the Jamaica Store-
{hlp,Captam Hérkn'i_ltbx‘l',‘ and arrived here about the middle of . laft Fe~

“ Lo .

" Seventhly, | That thip’s crews, who are generally very mutinous on this
Coaft, would be kept in much better order by the military than any others.
 But asthe plan for a military cftablithment is liable to one grand objec-
tion, * viz, the great expence of fupporting the fortsand fettlements garti-
» it is more than probable it will not be adopted.
1 therefore beg leave tc;'>ij¢‘:ﬁinud you of the plan Ilaid down in my former
letter, of allowing the governor and chiefs handfome flaries, s an equi-
valent for prohibiting them to trade in flaves, and fhould this plan mifcarry
alfo, what do you think of following the example of the Dutch company,

they pleafe, under th ¢ following 4réi§’cv‘ri§tio‘ﬁs‘ ?

iy

o T

by giving liberty to the fervants of the committee to trade as extenfively as

ity Sy Sl EA A I L B

Firft, To tax them twenty (hillings fierling for cvery flave they difpofe

rfbf on the Coaft, or fe:nd'}tb the‘;,ch’c _In'dies."

.Secondly, :Td fwear all the fervants (')“f‘ ‘-thc'com‘m-itte; every fix months,

 who are traders, to render a juft account of all flaves difpofed of by them.

 Thirdly, To allow them liberty of fhipping off their flaves, or felling

them on the Coatt as they fhall think proper, alfo to import any quantity
of "goods they pleafe to the Coaft. ~ : KT

Cel F(’)uf'thly,

Decreafing the number of the forts would remedy this.
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.Fourthly, To fend out proper engineers, furveyors, and affiftants to keep
the forts in repair and ere&t what buildings may be found neceflary, that

all thefe matters be put intirely under their direction, and that no gover-

por, or chief whatfoever, be fuffered to-interfere with them.

_ Fifthly, 'That the private traders and chicfs of forts be put upon a foot-
ing with " each other, with regard to the number of flaves and ‘quanti-
ties of goods to be lodged in the forts, and-that the latter fhall not be
fuffered on any account to judge of the neceflities of the privdte and fair.
trader. ' o .

Sixthly, That no faGories be fuffered to be eftablithed by any. fervant
of the committee either on fhore or affoat, and that no governor,. chief,
or other fervant whatfoever, be {uffered to emplby ahy craft, excepﬁ- fuch.
as are for the repairs of the forts, and tranfportation of the fupplies. -
... Seventhly, ”That-\ the governor and chiefs thall pafs receipts for all kinds.

- of European goods or African commodities, as are lodged by private tra-

ders-in the forts, flaves excepted,. and to be accountable for. the fame.
. Eighthly, That every 3d of July, the committee for the-enfuing year.
‘be regularly yfwdm not to receive or pay a fhilling of money for any of.
their fervants or any perfon for them, direcly or indirecly, nor that they,
nor any body for them, fhall be concerned ‘in any manner with any of
them, during the time of their being members.of thé committee, not
that they, 'ﬁbriany‘ perfon for them,  fhall form any mercantile correfpon-
dence with any of them during faid time. N S
Nir“]thly',j»'l_,‘hatl every - governor and chief in _the fervice fhall. givé
fufficient ‘and undeniable fecurity in - England for. the pun&ual per-
formance of thefe and all other orders which thall be thought proper to.
be fent them from time to time by the committee, and that fuch.fecurity.
fhall be ﬁzed Jor and recovered, in cafe of failure in any of them. '
- L have arhjeadyﬂiheng you, that thefe gentlemen have; for thefe.feven years:
latt paft, run counter to all.‘o‘r,d.e,krs,, 1‘§f’cri&ions, éh'_dk:égdla'tilqnsv ‘cﬁabliﬂ‘]ed
by the committee, have fet aﬁ_de als ‘obf’ pai‘lia.'meht,‘:and have aced in all.
refpecs as if they were {ubject to no controul ;. therefore,. as you have no.
manner of fecurity - either from them, or the committee, that the fame
game will not be playéd over again, you cannot poflibly tye them.up too.
. ’ ‘  clofe-
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clofe in cafe it is found expedlent to fuffer them to trade at all but upon
the whole, the mxhtary eﬂabhfhment would be 1ttended with fewer
mconvemencres >

Since wrrtmg the foxevomg I am credibly mformed that Mr. Drew has
purchafed a ﬂoop from -Captain Maxwell of " Briftol for fixteen ﬂaves,
which the faid Maxwell bought a few days before from Captain Hamilton
of the Jamaica for fourtcen, which is a proof that thofe gentlemen are
determined to have fatories one way or the other, noththﬂ:andmg all
the committee can write to the contraly

From what I have faid concerning the committee and thexr fervants, it
muft natarally be fuppofed I have many enemies amongft them. I alfo

* know there are many gentlemen in London, Briftol, and Liverpool, who
_imagine I have nothmg in view (by thefe 1eprefent1tlons) but felf-intereft ;

I cannot therefore conclude without affuring you, there is not a man in
Eng]and who has lefs to afk or hope for from the committee than mylelf.
I have found long fince that I had neither prote&xon nor a{’ﬁﬂ:ance to
expect from them, and 1mmed1ately fet about burldmg all manner of
conveniencies, fuch as flave’s roomis, powder mangmes, warehoufes,
lodgings, &c. to rénder myfelf mdependent of them, and I have now
(I thank God) the heart-felt fatisfaction” to declare, T~ don’t know any
thing in their power to ‘grant, which I ftand in need of permlt me

therefore to a(k, what views I can havei in taking all this trouble," but to

be of fervice to the publick and the trade in general, ‘and if ' my endeavours
~are crowned with fuccefs, I fhall think myfelf very fuﬂimently res
-compenced. - I am wrth perfe& efteem,
SRR T Gentlemen, a S
S S Your mol’c obedient humble fervant,
o T ‘RICHARD BREW.

I am juft now mformed thqt the Cape Coaft Ser_jeant got to Wmnebah
time, enouvh to fee Commodore Tonyn, before whom he depofed to the
truth of what I have mferted, relating to the treatment that poor man
recewed from the § governor of Cape Coaft. R -

The followmg is a copy of aletter I received from Mr. Robert _]'ohnﬁon.

a prlvate trader at Wmnebah, with his depoﬁtxon,
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ST R,> e T Wzmze&a/v jzme I5z‘/a 17/0.

| A § T am’ informed that you are fendmg home a ftate of the Coaft

affairs, 1 muft requeft that you will infert a copy of the mclofed

~ depofition, which I did plopofe takmg when Commodme Tonyn was laft

at Winnebah, but was prevented by a fevere fit of ﬁcknefs, I however
intend, pleafe God, to fwear to it before the firft Captam of a m'ln ‘of w war
that arrives on the -Coaft; T have alfo ‘madeé bold: to “trouble ; you with,
another” 1elatmg to Mr Drew’s proceedmgc with’ remrd to rarfino the
price of flaves, &c. you know one inftance of this kind, havmg turned
out one of his predeceﬁors, the late Mr. Hlpprﬂey I hope this wrll come
to hand before you fend away dlipatches. REEERE

I have alfo to inform you that, notwnh{’candmg thé committee’s order,
‘Meflis.: Drew and Trinder fHll continue their faGories.” Mr. " Drew
keeps a white man at Cormantee Accra,’ (chlmrd Butler) about four mlles
to windward of Tantum fort Mr. Trinder’s is at Laooe, where he kept
a foldler beloncrmg to ‘the Company till he died there,” which happened
about three weeks ago, and he fill keeps his faé’cory in chalge of a black
man in the houfe of the late Mr. Lane ; and Mr. Bennerman, Who is now
fettled at- Laooe, told me not a week fi ince, that Mr. Trmdex has declared
that he would keep pofleffion of that houfe, only to keep others out.
Mr. Mill kept his at Shidoe, till I fent down my young rnan, and ﬁx
days after h1s aruval there, Mr.-Mill fent and’ withdrew hrs man ﬁom :

~that place "I remain with eﬁeem, '

S IR, :
" Your moﬁ obedrent humble fervani‘,

. (Sic;-‘néd) ROBERT JOHNSTON

-T/%’ Depofition of Mr. Robert johnflon, Mercbmzt, ar ‘Nmnebah, w/m/ﬁ

‘was fo have been taken before George Anthony Tonyn, Efy; C _/)mz/z of
bis Majefty's Ship Phaenix; in April, 1770, but was prevented éy Sicknefs.
T H IS day perfonall/ appeared bcfore me, Mr. Robert johnﬁon,

imerchgnt at Winnebah, and maketh oath on the Holy Evangehﬁs, that
“on’or “about the 10th day of june laft, an up country trader came into
“town thh three flaves, and put up at the houfe of Bundee Cooma, one of

M B , ‘the'

SRR
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the pxmcqu] inhabitants ; - that the faid Bundee Cooma carried the faid
tladmg man, .thh his_ thlee flaves, to the faid Robeltjohnf’con, all of
whrch e pu1chafed to the entire fatisfaction of . faid trader ; : that when

Mr Chfules Bell, chlef of the fort at Winnebah, heard of Bundee Cooma’s

carrymg thofe thxee ﬂaves ‘to"Mr. Johnfton, he, the faid Charles Bell,
(contxaty to ad of parhament, and aH laws and 1egu1atlons cﬂabh{hed by
the committee of the ‘company of merchants trading to Afuca) did make

©a palaver upon . the faid" Bundee Cooma, by brandying him two days

fucceﬁlve]y to the fold;exs of the town, in order .to make hxm {pend
a great deal of money ; and that the faid foldlexs of the towb, at the
mfhgatxon of the faid Charles Bell, - did kill fcvelal fheep belonrrmc to the

'mhabltants, all of which- the faid bunaee Cooma was obliged to pay for, -

befides giving a large. quantlty of liquor to the faid foldiers, in order to

pacify them ;- and he, this deponent, farther fayeth, that the only reafon,

he, the faid Challes Bell, had for dlﬁreﬁing the faid Bundee Cooma i in the
_manner befoxe—menuoned -was, ' becaufe he, the. fald Bundee  Cooma,
:carucd the afmementxoned three flaves -to the faid Robert Johnﬁon in
,preference to himfelf, and to dete1 hun and all others of . ;the inhabitants
from domg the like in future, -and_this deponent’ fanthex {ayeth, . that
:aftex he, the fald Charles Bell, . 1ad made the faid Bundee Cooma fpend as
~much as he could and diftrefled him as much as was in his power, - he,
‘the fnd Charles Bell ordered all the mhalntants of the town to aflemble
in the pubhc market- p]ace, and after they were all aﬁ”embled he, the faid
Charles Bell, fent them a confiderable ¢ quantity of liquor out of the fort ;
and at the fame time gave his orders, that in futare, e every flave brought

into . town (hould be firft carried to him into the fort, as they {hould
anfwel it at theu penls.

; The followmg is a copy of a fecond lettel I I‘€C€1V6d ﬁom Mr. Robert
_]ohnﬁon Melclmnt dated \ancbah, June 17th 1770+

S I R,
‘H EN Mr. Thomao Drew came down as chn.f of Wmnebah n

O@cobel laft, the houfc cuftom on cach flave was only one ‘acky,
, and he lmmedlately r'ufed it to two ackies, which has ever fince continued ;

tlns is a haxdﬂnp M. Dxew has alfo introduced 3nOth€l cuftom ; 3 that .

is,

B
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is, after puxchaﬁng a flave, and pﬂymg fox him, he pays every trader on

cach flave he buys two ackies ove1 thé price of the flave : “this oblwcs me
to do the fame, and that is a very gleat handﬂnp upon me ; thisis a fa&,",

as I have feen feveml of his notes to different traders to this effect.

There are many other -cuftoms introduced :by the faid ‘gentleman,

pqrtlcu.an)f when he hears of any of the traders coming into town with
flaves, fending them  beef or: pork and rum,- they exoe&mg the fame
ﬁom me; -befides all thefe extravagant cuftoms; he gives the. tladmo
man a cloth for every two or three flaves he fells him. S

oI have {till another grievance to urge againft Mr. Drew ;. from my firft

{ettlmg at Winnebah I entertained in my- fervice one Quaflafoe, a‘man _

very intelligent, -and one who fpeaks Englith 'well, but Mr. Drew never
~let the fellow reft till he: inveigled hlm from -my fervice, which he
accomphihed laft Februaly, with great promifes of making hint Conipany’s
linguift ;- and the very day he left me, he gave him a fine ftriped taffaty
cloth. .- And through this fellow’s means they have feduced many
traders ﬁom me ; is not this a hardthip ? T wrote to Mr. Drew upon all
thefe heads, fome of which he denied, and to others he gave me evafive
anfwels 5 thxs is al that I can recollect at plefent regarding that gentleman.

The followmg is a copy ‘of a lctter I recexvcd from ou1 faé’cor at
Mumfmd dated Auguft 5th,’ 1769 SLIRY:

SIN CE my laft to you I have dxfpo{'ed of the tobacco, only the two

rolls I have been obhged to fe]l at a dxfcount owmg to its drymg on

hand, which is quite another cafe with Mr. Grofsle’s fa&my, for his
aaent informs me all the bad tobacco, and other rroods that wal not
pafs in trade, are fent to Cape Coaft, 'md iflued out to the Companv 5
fervants; {o that he muft have oreaty the _advantage of other factories.
I myfelf have feen tobacco fent up in canoes to Cape Coai’c at dlfferent
times which was unfit for Male, and am ready to take my depoﬁtxon to
the above ; hls facor at Mumford gave me the information. I havc only
to add that I am with refpeé’t S IR,

. 7 Your moﬂ: obedlent humble fetv'ln;,
(Signé'd) - THOMAS MILLER.
' M2 ) . ’ The
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- The following are the prices Mr. Williams, chief of Appolonia, wants

goods at, and :will not exceed, by which you will fee the advantages
pr1v'1te traders reap from our havmg built a fort there.

‘ - Ackies - ST Sz‘erlz';'zg.
Green and yellow ellsat . 1o each equal to - - Loz g
- Danes guns SR B L - 72
" Half barrels powder - - 9 =~ ditto .« = a5 ,
Quarter barrelsditto ‘=  « © 2¢ - ditto -~ - -1
Bejutapauts and negannepauts 5 = ditto - - . g 3
- Seftracundees -~ . - -5 - ditto - - . 1 3
~Patna chints “ - = o o4 o ditto . - - < o 19
Pullicats - - - = - 10 - ‘ditto - .- 2y
 Mixt patches . ~ - = - 31l ditto - - . o 16
- Guinea Stoffs - R - ditto -~ - - o 4
Blue Bafts =~ = - =« = = 4. ditto = . e ..o 1

”;g ”

-——-—-——q-——..,»-—a,

PI'HDC co{’c of a plece of each of the foxegomg goods
IGleene]l {-.‘-_.-, - £ I-15. o -
I\Danersgun. - - = o 13 6

- & Half barrel powder - - 1 10 "o
¥ Quarter barrel ditto. -~ =~  _<_> 15 o S : ‘
1 Bejutapaut or negannepaut 0 19 ‘o if Manchefter L1 4 o
1 Seftracundee = - < .- 1 4 o o
‘1 PatnaChints - - = - o 16 o
1 Pallicat - = - - . 312 o
1 Mixed patch "= = - = 016 o
1 Guinea ftuff* - - = - o 4 6
1 Blucbafc = = .= =~ = I I o0
o

9,.

~Add’£othls percent. mfurance o019 6
~ L 56

By

B OB 0w o N A

APPENDIX [H] g

By the foregoing calculation it appears that if intereft of money, freight,
commlﬁ"lons, thipping, and all other charges, were particularized, we
fhould lofe from 10 to 20 per cent. by our Cape Appolonia trade; it is
not however fo with the governor, who is not faddled with any one charge

or expence whatfoever, and for whofe fole emolument it will appear this:

fort -is to be fuppmted

GENTLEME N, /lhmzmaébe, ‘Oétober 1 5th, 1770.

‘SINCE my latt dated the 1ft of ju]v, I have informed myfelf of

feveral other abufes, committed by the committee and ‘their fervants

here, which I beg leave to tran{mit you by this opportumty, “and fin-

cerely hope they. will arfive fafe, and in time to be of fervice, when the

regulations you propofe making in our fyﬁem here. come undcr conﬁdc--
ration..

Upon Mr. Groﬁle s death, Augui’c the 13th Mr., Mnll fucceeded to:

;the government of Cape Coaft, and at that time had a prodigious quan-
tity ofgoods at Accra, the greateft part of which his iucceﬁm Mr. Drew,

- has agreed  to pay him flaves for, - fo that that fort and its dependencxes
are neither more nor lefs than faGories to Mr. Mill, until his {tock there.

is realized, and we are to fuppofe the c‘nef 1s not at hbelty tlll then to-
difpofe of a flave to the fhipping., -

‘The forts of Appolonia, Dmcove, uuccondee, and Commenda, are

to all intents and purpofes facories for the governors of Cape Coaft and.
“Annamaboe, who keep them conftantly {upplied with goods, fo that the-

private trader has no chance of getting any quantity of gold from thefe-
places; and as thofe gentlemen are complxmented by the merchants. of:

London and Briftol with the freight of their goods out, in expectation of

participating of their favours in trade,. they can. greatly underfell the pri-

vate and fair trader, who is obliged to outfit thips at.a great expence.
September the 8th, a brig called the Beggar’s Benifon, loaded with runi,.

and commanded ‘by David Dunn from Bofton, arrived at Cape Coaft ;

upon Captain Dunn’s. coming down here, he .informed me that Mr.

Groflle owned the one-third.of his veflel and cargoe,: which he faid he-
would not have- mentioned had he (Groﬁ]e) been  alive, and from the:

-affiftance he received from certain oentlemen in London by their fendmg
3 ' SR him. -
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is the very man, who in conjun&ion with Mr. Mill’s brothe1 fends out the
greateft pait of “thefe goods, and is no doubt concerned, or has a proper
feeling ? ' o ' '

The Liverpool people, much to thelr honout, have toa man refufed
to let any goods belonging “to thefc gentlemen -come out in their thips,
-although applied to by one Woodall formerly a mafter of a fhip there,
and when he found there was no poﬁl bility of getting the goods out in
any other manner, he bought a Bermudas floop, and fent her out here, ‘
-with a large quantity of goods for M1 Mill, Mr. Gxoﬁ]e, and Mr. Bell,
.and, in three months after the goods were landed, fhe was fent on from
Accra bv Mr. Mill w1th ninety {laves to Penfacola. . : '

- When Captain Howe of . the Ma fgum of Buﬁol, and Captam Gullen
of the Rocbuck from the fame port, anchoxed at Appoloma, the begm~

hxm ILthIS of" c1ed1t to Bofton, althongh a perfe& ftranger to them, e
have all the rcafon imaginable to think another gentleman or gentlemen,
in high ftations now on the Coaft, are conne@ed alfo with him. Captain
Dunn has’ dlfpofcd of his rum 1mmedntely amongﬁ the governor and his
dcyendcnts, and has had a cargoe of prime afforted dry goods put on
board his veflel at Cape’ Coaft, on a pretence of bartering them with him
for rum, and the veflel difpatched down to Mumford to purchafe flaves,
where Captain Dunn has taken poflefiion of the factory which Mr. Grofile
‘occupied there, and - has purchafed a great many flaves in oppofition to
the fhip’s long boats, and the factories eftablithed by pi‘ivate traders at
that place; but as there is no poffibility of getting a fight of the bill of
fale of - Captain Dunn’s veflel,  or otherwife -proving thefe con_]e&ure 8 I
-cannot take upon me to affert them as fads. :
"+ Meflrs, Mlll and Bell, governors:of Capc Coaft  and Annamqboe ,
have jointly, within thefe few days paft, purchafed a Rhode Ifland veﬁel s

e L R B D i e mnd

T N

T

‘ning of this mon*h feveral traders came off to them,: but upon their
feemg Mr. Mlles the chief going on board the Roebuck, ‘the traders i in-

TR

cargoe, upon condition that the Captain fhould credit them five months, treated Captain How to hide them i in hls hold or between decks, wluch
%? and give them the ufe of ‘the veflel during that time to trade jointly for he was obliged to do, as they told h1m they were aﬁaxd of bemg feen by
% them, wherever they pleafe to fend her, and they are now unloading her, M. Miles traqlng on board ﬂnpe and when qutam Howe propofed
j and propofe to fend her dire&tly on a trading voyage; query, is this, or trading with Mr, Mxles, he 'mfwexed that all the gold he took ‘was fot .
%L is it not flying in the face of the committee and their conftituents ? and My, Mill, as he was fupplyed with goods by him, fo that Captam Howe |
A - telling them that they will have faQories afloat fince they are prohibited affured me, he d1d not take 5 ounces of gold at Cape Appoloma thls voy-
%i. ) ~f1om havmg them on ﬂlOI‘E, and that they are detelmmed to oppofe and ‘ age, and When he touched thexe 11] his Way down-the laft \,oyaore, he
'F rival the plxmte trader when and wherever they can? - ‘bought upwaxds of IOO ounces of oold in 4 days at that p]ace, the c/mf :
~ Mr. Drew, Chief of Accra, has alfo bought two floops, which are to being at that time at Cape C’oq/z’ This relation I had from Captain Howe,
il fUPP y the places of two faGtories which he was obliged to evacuate. .who is ready to attef’c it, and who declared the fame at Cape Coaft Table
ff » There is {carce a veflel comes on the Coaft eitlier from London or Bnﬁol . - to Mr, Mill, and appealed to Captam ‘Gullen who was pxefent for the
; bm what bri ings out goods for Mr. Mill and Mr. Bell.” Captain Hamilton, truth of his affertion. .
é; , in the Jamaica, told us he blought Mr. Mill out 30 tons of goods in 1 am informed by Captam Bo]d of the ﬂnp John of leerpool, that
g that fhip ; Captain Harriot, in the St. Helena, brought out a large quan- on or about the ﬁlf’c of September he made a propofal to Mr. Green chicef ;
§ tity. for him ; - Captain Goodwin, -of London, brought out a confiderable of Tmtumqverry, to purchafe fome flaves from him, and had offered him
5 quantity ; Captain Marfhall, of Briftol, brought out Mr. Bell one ‘hundred the famé P“C" he had paid others, viz. 10 ounces, 6 pennywelght for
romauls, ‘and Captain Gullen, of Briftol, has now on board 2 quantity Of “men, and § ounces, 6 pennywemht for women; and that the faid Green

ST

\ goods for them. How, in the of name God, is it poflible for this trade to be ‘ gave him for anfwer in writing, and alfo told his officer, that he could.
i . ever upon a proper footmg, when one of the committee, Mr. Gilbert Rofs, geta bettex pnce ﬁom the gentlemen in the foxts, and tlmt unlefs he paid:
! - _ : is ' ‘eleven,
! o '
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cleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women, he would not trade
thh hrm, notw1th{tand1no I had fold capt'un Bold one hundred flaves at
the above price, as did Mr. ]ohnfon, a puvate tlader at Wmnebah,
and feveral others. :

To fuch a pitch of lnfolence are ‘the natives of this p1rt of the Coaft
new arrived (from the ruinous and contemptxble ftate of the forts, and
the pufillanimity of the wretches who in general govern them) that it is
hardly poﬁible to live upon any tolerable terms with them ; fome months
ago, the people, living under the proteQtion of our principal fettlement
at Cape Coaft, catched Mr. Williamfon, furgeon of the caftle, in the
garden; carried h1m mto the Buth or Country, ﬂupped hlm naked and
whrpped h1m in a terrible manhner, for vvhrch infult he ‘was gratxﬁed with

“a flave, vvhrch Mr. Grofsle, the then governor, obllged the Caboceer of

Cane Coaft to pay him.

In a little time after,- the natrves of the Enghfh town at Commenda
catched Mr. Green (a boy put in as chref of the fort by Mr. Petrie, and
who had been guilty of- oppreﬁing and maltreating the mhab1tants)
{’crlpped him, and flogged him ina moft fhockmg manner, afterwalds tied
him under the ‘walls of the f01t, put h1m into a three hand canoe, ‘and

. v'camed him down to Elmma the puncrpal fettlement of the Dutch, there

' tnlevv him vpon the rocks and left him; after which by the affiftance of

,an Enghfh man of war, he was carried back to his fort, and demanded a
pecuniary fatisfa&ion for the ill treatment he had received, but the town’s.

people 1efuﬁng to comply w1th his demmds, ‘he lmmedxately fired the
town, upon which the mhabltants qultted 1t, fome of whom are gone
over to the Dutch, under’ vvhofe proteéhon they now hve, ‘and others

into the country, fo that twe have loft 2 fine ﬂourrfhmo town (conﬁﬂmg

of about 500 mh’xbxtants, who abfolute]y ﬁved the Enthh fort in the

year 1758, when it was attacked by the Dutch, ,) by the indifcretion and-

rapacity of mafler Green, who inftead of bemcr 1gnommouﬂy difcharged
the fervice, which he fhould have beeo, is now preferred to the command
or Tantumquerry fort.

" About fix weeks atro as M1 Drew (who is now member of the counml and

governor of Accra) was in his way from Winnibah to Cape Coaft’ (bemo
: fent

<
5
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{ent for on Pubhc buﬁnefs) he was panyared or catched by the people of

Agah, an Engh{h town fituated between Annamaboe and Cormantyne,

and by them confined in Cormantyne fort, belongmg to the Dutch, upon -

pretence that he had killed a Caboceer’s fon, ‘who was his fervant; and
notwnthﬂandxng he proved - in the fullet manner that the boy died by an
: acc1dent (having ftepped upon a piece of glafs, by which he cut an’ artery
and bled to death) they would not enlarge him till he paid them five
ﬂaves, equal to 100l ﬁer]mg, and .after he went to Cape Coaft, they
made a fecond demand upon him, which prevented his’ coming on fhore
he:em lus way down, . fearing he thould fall a fecond’ time into their
hands, bemg well acquainted with the pu{ill,an,unlty of the poor creature:
who governs thls for t, and who he knew would fuﬁ“er him to be .carried

oﬂf from under the wal S, -or any .other mdlgmty, rather than endangerd

the lofs of hxs trade, by having any, difpute with the natives; indeed he
has often declared. pubhckly, e would not upon any dccount whatfoevex

fall out wrth them. ithus :the natlonal :honour':is. facuﬁced to! prxvate .

:ntereﬁ, by giving rup every pomt 4O the namves, >be 1t 1ever {o dlforaceful
or injurious. -, ., oot e SR ‘ SRR
The number]efs aﬂ"’ronts and dxfgraces whlr.h the eluefs, and others in
thercommxttees fervrce, «daily - receive from- ;the .natrves, their puﬁHam-
mous ; behavxour onthefe occafions.; : ‘the ruinous flate and condmon of
he forts, deﬁrtute of peopie and every thmg elfe for their defence, is
fuflicient to deter _any man from: dettling in this.country, where he has no
prote&xon or -affiftance - to:expet from the forts, -aud whele he muﬂ: lay

his account.in, encopnteung every:{pecies of oppoﬁnon, cnvy, and 1ll-w1ll
from the.committee and their- fervants, ¢ e

Imuft notiomit mformmg you that it is- reported here, and I beheve |

W“h good. foundation, that.a ftrong mercantile conneé‘uon is now formmg,
or is: aheady ermed ‘by Meflrs. Rofs- and M111 of- London, ‘M. Petrie late’
governor of Cape Coaft, and. ‘Mr. Mill- the prefent g governor, that Petrle
propofes co;mng;out if 'he can.as govemor a fecond tlme, and to have the

;\ndanagemexlt iof the trade, .andiif: he>cannot fucceed with the’ commlttee, :
r, };‘\/hll Is:to have the’ dirétion-of - thelr aﬁ'alrs on'the Coa{’c, that Petrle |

i 1 A

n -that,cafe.isito: endeavour o get into-the’ committee; in order to back’
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.1t may perhaps be a matter of furprife to the merchants at home, that
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- Mr. Rofs upon all occafions, and that it is already fixed ‘that the year-

Mr. Rofs is out of the committee, his place is to be filled up by his
partner Ml Mill:©  * o oono o e e b Y

...The above report calls to ,‘ nji"yv ;ﬁind 'a‘f‘piec"e “c')f aaviée.(\i)ﬁi.(:h. was given
me in July 1769, by the late Captain john‘Steph’éﬁs;fbf"t.h"e Africa, (2.
great friend and :confident of the aforerbentionéd'gehtleghen)‘ which was.

immediately to declare myfelf a bankrupt, ‘and deliver up our fettlement
here, and the effe@s to ‘Mr. Smith; ‘that” he was authorized by a con-

fiderable houfe in London; to affure me if I did fo, I fhould be backed

~with 40,000. ferling ; that they would p/_u'rc‘hafeA the fet"tllémen”t; hiere, and.

fix me in it upon my own terms, -7 1

Liend

~»When this advice. was given’ me, T treated” it (as "every honeft man.
fhould) with contempt, "at the: fame time thought it proceeded from his

friendthip for me, imagining from his ignorance of our affiirs he thought

them defperate ; but it is now very clear that hisand their-fole view was .

‘to poflefs themfelves of this houfe," where with their great interctt in the
committee, . and - conne@ions with : the. gentlemen in . the fervice, they

WOl‘Jld,y‘in a very little time, engrofs the whole of the Gold Coaft trade,

and if _a monopoly "of this trade - vvvas;’,'n'(')tt intended, " what Eoiﬂ'd induce -

Mz, Petrie to come out a fecond time, - when he carried off about eighteen:
months ago, a fortune of 1401 15300071 how it 'was acquired "1-have

- T

Thould be the only perfon fuch a nu mber of complaints corne from; - you
will pleafe therefore to obf‘érvev,‘that-l:-;ahqsfhge only private fettler on this
'Coaft, except Mr. Johnfton at Winnebah, "and he has as great a variety of
complaints to prefer againft. Mefis. Bell and ‘Brew, the ‘late c)h.iefs‘vof
t‘hét,\fp:‘t_, .upon the arrival of the firft man of war; and if there were
éijéf» 'fp-; many private tradets (though.” ‘thyey'might experience " every kind
of ‘vbppig‘c;ﬁj;on ﬁom .the committee’ ;a-ﬁ;’d theif, fervants). yet ‘it would- be

from the principal: government, and. their want of proper’information
and_experience ; -captains .of fhips might certainly inform you of many
abufes, .did-not, their fear of .making ;enemies of thefe 'geﬁt]‘e'ménf‘pr“?‘(t:nt

impoffible for, them to point out a remedy, on account of their diftance

N

“them; .

e e e e .
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glléln;,{f they difoblige orie; they difoblige all; thcr.eforg in order to :i
maké . quick purchafe, ievery thing the merchants can do in England,
or the captains on the Coaft, to ingratiate themfelves into‘ their favou: is’ 4
dohé; ‘befides it 1s'impofiible for mafters of thips'to come to a kngwl:;dgg g
of many abufes, committed by the committee’s fervants ; the(g are fc;xjets
to all ;but thofe who have ferved the committee, and -as I' am the only .
x'n‘a-n m Africa out of  the: fervice, that can poflibly have any. knowledge /
of ihefe aﬁ«'aigﬁs; T'am alfo the onl)} man can give you information.’ " ' 5
T amithis moment informed by Captain Ritchie of the Difpatch of | é
Liverpool, that fometime after  his arrival in Avnamaboe Road  this o
{g&yage, he fent his mate in his IcI)'ng boap to trade at'Appo}lon;a forv‘gold 5 J
that-as foon .as: the mate went on thore, Mr. Miles, : the prgfent’ chief, §
fcnthxsfervant into. tO‘WI‘] ‘with'- his fcales and weights, and to tel} the éf
1nhab1tantsthat he would fell all his goods as low as the mate, and-give i
b ;bié ﬁ des a gallon of rum in a prefent upon every ounce of gold thc::y- ' ’é
bﬁé_ugbt him . that the next day the mate faw him ta'ke'fbrty\.vouncgs of ;‘
gold, é_n;c});th_at all the time he continued at. Appolonia, ‘he ‘did" not;ta’lkev :f’
fiveounces of gold. -~ - - B D R rqf
- Captain ‘Ritchie tells me, he- propofes .to get “hiscmate to take his ',f
affidavit to the above circumftance, when he’arrives in the. Weft Indies.- . A ﬁ!}
- Before this reaches you, a brother of ‘Mr. -Mill’s will be failed from fg
~E£1tgl.and-for this Coaft; whether he brings out the Ruby of four or fi've ug
hundred tons, . in which he failed from here laft March full of flaves, :or k !
another (hlp I:ganpoﬁ .t'el\ll, ‘but he is certainly to be out here fhortly thh | ,
a large quantity of goods;: and to .carry, off a cargoe of ; flaves. ) I.ca.nAnot‘ %
pofitively fay, if hisbrother here is concerned with him, ‘bl‘lt 1t is more *‘ |
than probable he is;. at any rate he can fhip as many flaves @s.he pl(;a(esi ﬁ;
on fieight without fear of difcovery. . o L.
Iam arﬁazedihat the African merchants fhould entertain the fmal]c&; : fﬂi
doubt of ;I:;e[é.gqulc;meng’ s"{hi pping off conftantly great numbe‘rs of flaves;. " - {;
{f they. di'cii‘ 'xic_)t, ‘how is their credit to be fupported in ’Engle;'lld ? and, ?;
fhe gge-a't'\'Cal;gqtﬁs'.of'g’ood s which are frequently fent them to be paid for ? ;,
as i’t:is, f_lptglriqus_;i.ybry_ fufficient is not to be procured on this part of - the . ‘
-éCogf’c.,-a\nd gold is-the worft remittance they can poffibly make. . !
o ' N 2 ‘ | This ;
- W)
’ i
i
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é.;verycbnﬁder-‘ablé part of your property’; thérefore you undoubtedly run
as great rifques as the private trader in the cafes aforementioned, as they
have. frequently more of your property in their.hands, than. their own - ]
capitals amount. to. . L e e Do 3

- The goods: Icfi-..by Mr. Mill -at-Aéera, and which :Mr. Drew- is -to

pay him - flaves fg;;' .ahéduxiltﬂtoﬂ.thrce .vthbhfa;id-:.ouncés,? “equal to- three
- hundredimen flaves.”. © - o ot rns s Tms

i T'am’ juft informed-of a Rhode' Iland veffel ‘getting under fail' for
. Barbadoes,’ 'whiéh«'ébligés'- me to break off fo- abruptly, have ‘therefors -

92 AP PYENDITX[HY]

«; This moment. poor Mr. Johnfton;” who is’ now "here, has had ap.

exprefs from Winnebah, giving him'.vthex:melanchbly;ac’cdunt “of his

houfe being deftroyed by fire; what his lofs is, cannot be afcertained t]]

he gets down, but apprehend it muft be vety confiderable,’ notwithftand.

/ing his houfe .was within forty .yards of the cafile ; this proves what [
“have all along been: informing you of, wiz. vthe inatiention of the -

. comnittee to the welfate of private traders; it not allowisg them liberty .

to lodge their effets: in the forts in comnon ‘with their fervants s theip-

.- diabolical partiality in" this ‘refpect deferves the fevereft confure,’ and.

“ cannot fail to roufe the indignation. of every good and honeft man; bug:

- whatcan be expectéd from a fet of blunderers, who'can have never had any
- other views in gettingintd the dommittee, but to advanee-their own private.
| inte;‘éf’;,_ either. .by‘ﬁxpp’lyihgtthe Coaft with the mahﬁfa&ui'ésl-they‘déé]-iin; .
or by diftrefling the private traders to ingtitiate themfelves into thé favoyr.
of their fervants on: the Coaft; in order to procure’ their confignments ;

i L

S g e

only to affure you; that I am.with the greateft efteem, 7 -

SR e ey

ez

0 WY our méﬁ“‘bb'édiciﬁ:’humblb'ferfvant,"l. sl
Ve el ~'RICHARD BREW:'

= Whie’.n‘?éxﬁy alterations happen’ in’ thé trade here, you may dépend upon -

the earlieft intelligence. .Capt. Marthall and all on board the Marlborough

SRR e e S

figure to yourfelves, gentlemen; the- deplorable fituation of @ poor-man, . are well, and make. no doubt will do.well, . !
who has ufed this Coaft between fifteen.and ‘twenty }"ﬁa:r"s,ﬁariél jufk as-he - SO ;,:f; ikt s e T s e B et 5»
had acquired fufficient to carry on an extenfive trade, is in ‘a féw hours. L GeNTiEMEN. T Caflle Brew, dpril 102, 1773 v .
réduced penhap-_s to a;ﬂ;ate of beggary,whllﬁ; ic ‘fervén}té Of t;ﬁe C0m° “Had the pleafurs to receive-a ICftC,l' from Mr: Barber byth§C0rﬁC§@ . ) ’ 2{;

mittee are tioting in ‘every indulgence the forts can: afford, and whofe. 4 Hero, with 2 copy of your lefter to the African committee at London, o

- very flaves are accommodated with conveniences which are denied to the - dated January. the 2 sth, inclofed,” by-which I.find you are refolutely bent ; f};
oprivate traders, Tl es s s g e T ‘on procuring -redrefs -of the: many grievances fet forth in.the different j
i

- wGive me leave to-afk you once more; gentlemen; for what' purpofes - letters 1 wrote Mr. Barber. on African. affairs, which will be a great in~.

 are thefe forts fupported ? they furely arenot kept up barely as marks of
pofleffion, or for the emolument of the committee and their fervants? I

have read all 'the aéts of parliament relating ‘to this- Coaft,* and muft con-

-ducement to me to con,ti,nu‘e-fo-'adyifefyou regularly: of all eccurrences on. -

thg Coaft, ;w«hith smay:‘tend in any. thape to the advantage of ;‘tr‘ade;a‘nd-
free traders;-.and: -expofe. the mal:pra@ices of the committeg’s fervants -

fefs that they have amply provided for the fecurity of the private ‘trader,. whenever they come under my obfervation 5 at the fame time, I cannot -

and all his effects whatfoever, but forry T am to fay; 2nd to have €Xpe-  belp obferving to you,-gentlemen, that from my knowledge of the people - .
tienced, that acts of the Britith legiflature are no ‘mere regarded in this in power here, the method they have all along and ftill continue to-purfue, .~ = .
country, ‘than theyare in Japan, = ¥ou ‘may poflibly imiagine, gentlémen, :their great connedtions with feveral of the committee, contrary tortheadt @ ' f'
that in-cafes:of fire, ‘or any other accidents happening ‘to private traders, of parliament, the length ‘of time.requifite to prefer complaints; and-give - | E:A'

- . . . N i |

‘themn ‘an’ opportunity. to- defend themfelves, with the uncertain iffue of |
‘thele.complaints, together with the prodigious way they are in of fpeedily - o

making their fortunes : -from thefe circumftances, 1 fay, I am thoroughly - S
, : ; o coavinced, ..

they will be the only fufferers; but in this ‘you are certainly miftiken ;.
thiere ds foarce a captain arrives ‘here, but from the dullnefs of trade,’ or
anill'afforted:cargoe, he is under- the neceflity of trufting thefe-gentlemen
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- eonvinced; - the .defired end will never be obtuned till the commxttcv

{ervants are totally plohlblted ﬁom all. manner of trade whatfoever : what
further. fecurity have you.now more than formerly that thefe gentlemen
will conform to any new laws or regulanons which the committee may’
fend out? none; and it is as true as the gofpel they-will pay. no more regard
to them than they ever did, if-they tend to-lay the leaft reftraint what-

- foever on their trade. If you difcourfe with any -of the committee’s

{ervants about thefe affairs on the.Coaft, they have the lmpudence to tell
you; that before. complamts can be exhibited, " their fory heard, and the
affair brought to an. iffue, two or three years will elapfe, befides being

-allowed fix months time to realize their effects, in cafe the affair thould
“be given againft them ; “in .all -which :time they will' have -done their

buﬁnefs, or -in-other - words will have made their fortunes, and the
"ommxttee ‘may dxfmlfs them their fervice aftexwards as foon as they
pleafe, therefme, to- root. OLt the evil effe&ually, you have no remedy
left, but to-alter the eﬁabhfhmpnt or prohibit the commxttee s fexvants

“from’ all trade whatfoever, and ob]lge them to give ample fecurtty in

England for 2. puncftval performance of all orders and regulattons, whlch
fhall ﬁom time to-time-be fent out by the committee. -~

Some time-in December laft, the fithermen of: this town ‘committed j

‘a’ moft horrid murder undér the walls of Annamaboe fort, “by cutting to
'piecés a'man belongmg to the Fantee town in-cold blood ; “the cuﬁom of
“the - country in “fuch cafes ]S, that the .chief" of: the fmt 1mmed1ately
demands the murderers, and either: dehvels them up to be dealt with

-according to the laws of thercountry, or hangs themrover one of the guns
‘of his fort. © By defire of the natives, the chief of our-fort here, Mr. Bell :

* (when this affair happened). was fevéral times prefied by the Fantee people
“to demand thefe murderers, but they never. could _prevail upon him to do
it; by which condu&, he has not only given up one of his moft valuable

~puv1leges, that of ‘alting- as prmc1pal mediator in all difputes with the

“natives, but it has occafioned the Fantees to make war on the Rfhermen,

“by- whlch upwards of twenty men have loft their hves on both ﬁdec'

befides puttmg a ftop to all ‘manner of trade, ‘except what goes from

*Cormantyne and Agah,” Vegetables and provifions of all kinds are ftopped

- from
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‘.ftom going -off fo the thipping, as well as wood, water, and every otlier
neceﬁaxy, which they ufed to have in great abundance from this town 3
by which means they have fuffered feverely, efpecially thofe’ who have

- had. any number of {laves on board ; this palaver commenced now almoft
four months ago, ‘and there is no plofpe& of its bemg fettled except the
chief mterpofes his authority, of which there is not the fmalleft likelihood,

as he has been . often -heard to declate, he never would lnterfere dne tly or . .

. indire@ly with their palaver.-

Until within thefe few days paft, Mr.. Bell kept the oack gate of his -
fort conftantly:open in thé day time-to preferve a communication betiween

]um and the fithermen, from whom he ufed to get a good deal of ttade :
and this I take to-have been' the reafon. for his not demandmo thc

mulderels or getting the palaver fettled, left by a&xng vxgorouﬂy ﬂgam& :

them his trade mrght {uffer ﬁom that. quarter

"The Fantees, however, foon put a ftop to his. trade by blockmg up his -
~avenues to his principal gate, and for {ix or.feven. days fuﬁ‘exed netther

plowﬁons nor-. {laves to.go, into the fort 5. .upon which he gavc them two
anchoxs “of rum,.and a promlfc to..ufe. his. bef’c endeavours to get the

palaver fettled,. provided they .would- not moleft the, traders and others -

going to the fort i in-futures tbus the affair. 1e{ts, and thus thc ﬂnppmg
and; private traders fuffer for the folly and mdlfcreuon (to nge them no

- worfe ep‘thets) of thofe .who.are too. well pald for pxoteé’cmg, aldmb, and ¢

afﬁﬁmg them. ~ - -

~Ileave you tOJudat, gen tluncn, What xteen or elghteen fail of vcﬁels,
Whlch ‘we have. now here, muft iufﬂt from thlS man’s condu&, and thc
nnsfortune s, “we. don’t know: When, or whcxc, thls affair will end 01

where; to apply. for redrefs : _the capfams 1emonﬂlated to the governor :

and _council of que Coc.{t upou the affair of the faGories, and were
Atxeattd with the ntmoft contempt they not vouchfaﬁng even to give
them an anfwer;. thetcfore, to apply to them would anfwer no purpofe,
:eXcept to render them, if pofﬁb e m01e infolent. Out of numberlefs
»mﬁances of the cxtrcmc mfolence and wantonnefs of ou1 chlef hete, 'md
;lus natural propenﬁty to gwe oﬁ"ence, I fhall only fe]e& one, Whlch
-happmcd the 8th m(hnt. as hxs mayef’c/ 5 fhxp the Rambow was ﬁandmg
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into ‘the road of Cape Coaft, whxch is in fight' of this fort, Mr. Beli

hoifted his colours, which was an ‘union flag, very old, ‘fhabby, but not
to be difcerned at that diftance ; -in a few hours after, " the Corfican Here

‘of Liverp00l Captain Smith, was feen ftanding into this road, and as foon

as the was rlght a-breaft of ‘this fort, ‘Mr. Bell hauled :down his Englith
colours, and hoifted ‘2 Scotch. Jack “that is, ‘a blue’ field with a white

. St. Andrew’s crofs 5 knowing, 'I"fuppofe, - that ‘this was one of the two
-~ fhips, whofé owners refufed to let Mr. Woodal fhip. goods in laft year for

" him and Meffrs. Grofsle and-Mill.

About a month ago, the Peggy, "Captain’ Hercules M;l], a'large fhip

“from. London, arrived at: Cape Appoloma, where letters were lodged for
vhrm and he there. delivered the ‘chief, ‘M. Mlles, who 'is fa&or for

“Gavernor Mill (and for whofe fole emolument that fort is now fapported)

‘a large quantity of goods; -after ‘which’ he run down to-Cape Coaft,
landed Mr. AMlll ‘more: goods, ‘and then- came down here, where he has
landed ‘Mr. “Bell @ very large quantrty ;1 ‘was a"witnefs myfelf to fix or
“feven butts of “cloth goods, ‘and a_great many other very large cafes and
packages. Captam Mill lies now ‘with his fhip tradmg in this road.-
“Youfee, gentlemen, ‘whata profpeé’t you have of making voyages: to the
‘Gold Coaf’c and 'with what reafon you -expe& -an amendment in this trade,
when one of. the meinbers of sthe committee -is the very man who fends
‘out all thefe ~goods to oppofe you ; and for-which good fervices, you may
depend his thipsand connections will always be preferred to all- others.
In January 14ft, the Mary “James ftore thip, Captam Darling, -arrived dt

Cape Coaft s he’ brought out goodsto drfpofe of on the Coaft to the amourit )

“of* ﬁxty or feventy {laves, and as his ftay was-to be* very ‘thort, he made an
oﬁ‘er 6f thém’to dny of “the. gentlemen who" would engage to furnifh him
vvrth laves dt ‘eléven ourices then, “and ‘niine ‘ounces ‘women. - Almott all
the gentlemen he: apphed to, “hdd ‘for many’ engagements on their hands at
that time, ‘that they either: could not, -or- vvould ‘hot,’ accept “his® propofals 3

o that ‘he had no alternatlve, but'to Taife the prlce of flaves to the natives, . -

cor carry hrs goods round o the ‘Welt Indies and l:,urope P ‘he accordmgly
‘raifed the pI‘lCC ‘to ten and ten and half ounces for meh, and-eight and

(exght and-half for women'; fome “do ‘riot feruple ‘to fay- he: gavc cleven
: 4 : for
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for men, and nine for women 3 and this conduét (thou0~h it is hard to
blame Captam Darlmg) has been of infinite preJtldxce to the trade ‘as th

traders expe&ed for fome tlme that the (hrppmc at Anuamaboe’ would
contmue to. give the fame price;; .and upon refufal, numbets of then
grew exttemely mfolent 1
men, and eight for women, by the going flnps, but I am much afraid it will
foon become general . Meflrs, Mlll and Bell, however, could ﬁnd ﬂaves
to fell Captaln Darhng for brlls of exchange, as Captain Darling affured
me he had twenty from Bell and was to have between twenty adgd thirty

- from Mr. Mxll 3 and that the former of thofe two gentlemen gave him

the ftrongeﬂ: affurances of felhng hrm ﬁxty for bills  this year, and'

,, Mr. Mrll one hundred and that thefe two gentlemen had farther engaged

to grve hrm two hundred ﬂaves on ﬁewht for account of Mr. Grofsle $
el’tate, over and above the one hundred and ﬁxty beforementroned to ‘be
fold for. brlls.‘__‘_(‘aptam Darhng was upon ‘the Coai’t but ﬁve or fix
weeks, and carried off one hundred and ﬁxty flaves fo that the drﬁ'erence
muf’t have been erther fold for brlls alfo, or f‘nxpped on frught whrch laft
Iam moﬂ: mclmed to con_}eé’ture, for I never can be thug,ht to tmnk :
‘that Mr. Mlll Mr Bell or ‘any. other gentlemen in the fervice, are fo
ﬁmple as to fell a prime Gold Coaft man ﬂave (as no other wbuld b |
accepted) for a brll of 2ol when there 1s a moral certainty, tha tfucl?
a flave would fetch 361 fterlmg in the Weﬁ-lndres allowmz ’thena

:Ilave to fetch in the Weft Indres 361 , : ma“

From Wthh dedu& 10 per cent commxmon ,(: 3 12A '_ : _ R e .

Frexght 51 mortahty 11 16s. L= 6 16 2 '

Doé’rorshead money ) - ; ' .o” 1 \ }o SR

: London blll - . - L éo o o 3
R S I - . O g ©

—--t-——-—..
’——-u—.,_.

There xemaxns and appears to be a lofs on every man flavé of ‘5 o

and as women are” faid o' be fold for only 161. in bills, and drﬁ'er only

408 from the _price of men in the WePc-Indres, it will appear that thofe

.gentlemen wxll lofe 71 118, Pterlmg on every woman, to this it wxll be

:obje&ed that they are prohibited by the commrttee-mﬁruéhons ﬂom

‘fhlppmg ﬂaves on frexght, and have no alternatrve but to fell thetn exther A

O ' for

rH i

the price, - however, got up to ten ounces for -
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for goods ot bills 3 wlnch laft method they ‘tell you, they are obhged to
take, in order to fupport theu credlt and pay for the goods fent ther out
by - their frxends, what: credit you are pleafed to give them, gentlemen,

I cannot pretend to fay ; ; but for my par t, 1 do not believe a {yllable of it,
neither do I believe any merchant in England. would fend a fhrp of five:
or four, or even “three hundred tons, wnh the fupphes every year to* Cape
Coalft for the paltry confider ation of 500] “if they had not f’trong aﬁ'urances
of a good flelght of ﬂaves from the Coal’c to the Wef’r I[l(llCS c

- The Jamalcft ftore (lnp, of ﬁve or ﬁx hundted tons burthen, chxeﬁy
owned by the late Mr. Blfcoe, commlttee man for Briftol, was fent out
Taft year w1th the fupphes, upon a prefumptron that his good fuend
Mr. Groﬂle was hvmg, and at the head of aﬁ"arrs, and would fecure
a good frelght for her; feveral letters were WlOtC the chiiefs on ' the’
Coaft at that time, and large quantmes of goods fent out frelght free, for
what purpofe it is eafy to imagine ; now if the members of the'c com~

: mlttee, who ought to be the guardtans of thlS trade, _wrll dare to out- it

fhlpo, fupply all therr fervants with goods on ‘the’ Coaf’c rece1ve ali thexr v
remittances,” and encourage ‘them not only to break through their own
inftructions and regulatlons, but even adts of parhament, I thlnk it is
“almoft time to bid adieu to this trade. 7 NEEREE
“ The gentlemen in the fort, T belxeve, applehend they wdl be forbtd to
keep craft ; to remedy which, they have fallen upon a method of taklng
{ome part of the fhip’s cargoes, in order to have the ufe of thefe veflels
and the craft belonglno to them ; 'an inftancé or two I gave Mr. Barber
in ‘my letter to him of 2oth July, wherein Meflrs. Mill and Bell, ‘took
a Rhode Ifland brig’s cargoe, on condition of having the’ ufe of the vefTel
“for five tonths to trade for them onthe Coaft, and ‘the brrg Beggar’s
Benmfon, Captam Dunn, who was kept tradmg to leeward fix months
for them, and afterwards dxfpatched ﬁom Cape Coa(’t to the Weﬁ-Indxes

full of ﬂaves.

Mr Trmder alfo’ took part of a Boﬁon fchooner s cargoe in Febxuary ‘

laﬁ on condmon that " the Captam fhould run down to Whydah and
land it there fo1 h1m, WlllCh he did ; fo that let the commlttee fend whaL

orders they will, thefe people will ﬁnd methods to elude them. o
Captain
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Captain George Young, of his Majefty’s ﬂoop Weazle, being juft gone

| on- board -in order to fail, I am obliged to conclude with affuring you,

I fhall embrace every opportunity to advife you how matters are carried
on, on the Coa{’c and tlnt I am with great efteem, -
"GENTLEMEN, : L
. Your moft obedient fervant,
" RICHARD BREW.

GrNTLEMEN, - Ccyi/e Brew, zfugzyi 25, 1771
Y the Corﬁcan Hero, late Captam Smith, Miles Barber, E(q, did me

the honour to tranfmit me a copy of the African committee’s letter to

hxm, dated the 2 5th of laft February, by Wthh I find they have taken
great oﬁ"ence at my dete@in g and expoﬁng theu unwarrantable p1oceedmgs,
and the mal-praéhces of their fervants on the Coa{’c ; a c1rcum{tance,

‘however, Iam perfe&ly eafy about

Before I proceed to inform you of fome late tranfaé’trons on the Coaft

I beg leave to fay fomethxng in my own behalf as the commrttee have :

flated matters to youina very ungenteel unfalr manner.
The firft thmg the ‘committee takes notlce of in therr letter to

} Mr. Barber i is, ¢ that it would be contrary to all rules of law andJuﬁrce

to have admltted my ¢ evrdence agamf’c them and thelr fervants. :
In anfwer to whlch grve me leave to atk you, gentlemen, whether my
evrdence and oath in a court of Juﬂ:rce, or at the bar’ of the Houfe of

' Commons, would not be looked -upon as vahd as the' ewdence of any
__member of the commxttee, or the oat‘ls of any maﬂter or mate of a fhrp
whatfoever. ) :

In the year 17 53, one of thls rrghteous commrttee fufpended me - from

r the government of I‘antumquerly fort, upon _the  bare’ ev1dence of
: Mr. David Hamilton of Briftol, who was ‘then only a mate of a fhip.
I was condemned even w1thout the form of. a trral whrch Ihews that what'

vvas law and Juﬁlce in thofe days is not fo. now.
In the year 1764_, another commrttee fufpended me from the govern«

: lnent of Annamaboe, upon tne evrdence of one Ea(’con, a maf’tet of a veflel
"‘belongmg to Lwerpool the charge was, that I had [hlpped off five
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hundred and twelve flaves ‘ for my own. account in the thip Duke of
Marlborough, of London, in the year 1761 ;° and noththf’candmg the.
complaint was not lodged till the year 1764, and that thofe flaves were
fhipped off long before the a& of parliament (proh1b1tmg the fervants of
the committee to fhip flaves on their own accounts) had pafled, or any
fuch orders being fent out by the committee ; yet they thought proper,,
-without even the colour of law, juftice or equrty, to fufpend me from my
government, and to appoint my fucceffor by the fame letters that brought
out my fufptnﬁon 5 yet thefe gentlemen have the alTurance to talk of the-

‘ lemty they had thewn me, and mﬁnuate that 1f I had apphed to them for~'

redrefs I {hould have had it. ,

" Pleafe to obfexve, gentlemen, that the commtttee fay they only
fufpended me, but as it takes two or three vears before matters of this.
kind can be properly cleared” up, and- the iffue (even though they had
admitted me to a fair trial) doubtful, that ﬁ.fpenf' ion was tantamount
‘toa difcharge from’ their fervice, for it cannot be fuppofed that any man
would  throw fo much of his’ time away without a ‘moral certainty of
being rem{’cated and ﬁoni my own experrence, and knowledge of

the envy and ill-will of feveral membexs of the commlttee, I could X

o

peél: no }ul’clce from them.

In the year 1767, when M. Groﬁle bumed the town of Annamaboe,
and killed three or four of the town s people, I Wrote the commtttee the
whole aﬂ'an 5. 1 even fent them a dxary of the tlanfaétrons here durmg
that pa]aver, but as I therem reﬁe&ed on the condu& of thelr oovernor,
they never thought proper- to take the fmalleﬁ: notice Whatfoever of my
letter ; ‘upon which I refolved: never more to trouble them ; beﬁdes as I
had'; no, complamts to make bat what affected the pubhck and i in whlch
they were comprehended W1th tnelr fervants, I could not thh any pro-
prlety make apphcauon to them. - ' ‘

N otwrthﬁandmg my fuolumz;zozzs proa’yﬁzon (as the committee aré wrttrly‘ '
pleafed to call it, conﬁttmg of no lefs than ﬁxty paraoraphs) contained '

many aceufatrons agamf’c them and their fervants, they chote to pafs them
over, and rel’c the whole upon proofs bemg made of the governor 5 ﬂnpa
pmg on ﬂaves on therr own accounts. :

In

_ the ﬂnppmg and prrvate traders have fuffered mconcewe'tbly, the fh:p -
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In one of my former letters to Mr. Barber, I mentioned what the com=
mlttee, nor any of their fervants will dare to deny, and what is perfeétly
well known to evexy matfter of a fhip, and fettler on this Coaft, viz. that
every fervant of the committée, who has made any money on the Coaﬂ:
fince the commencement of this fyftem, has realized ‘and fhlpped oﬁ" the
whole of their effe@s in flaves, and that it is of no fignification to the
Britith merchants, whether thofe flaves are thipped offin June or ]anuarv,
this year or the next, fo as they are permitted to fhlp them off atall; but
it feems, 1f you cannot afcertain the partlcular time thefe flaves are fent
off, you pxove notmng -
The greateﬁ: patt of the ﬂaves fent off thls Coaft in a clandeftine

'Mnner for thefe five years paft, have been fent by the Africa, late Capt. -

Stephens, in the three voyages he made here. Capt. utephens kept a book
which contamed -all his tranfactions on-the Coaft, and at the fame: timeé
ferved as a log book s _this book he called his church bible; andas I'am .
certain every flave he carried offon ﬁerght, and the fhippers names. are .
to be found in this book, I would humbly propofe when African affairs: are -
brought before the Houfe of Commons, that Mr. Michael Herries: (pro--
curator for Richard Ofwald, Efg;) be fummoned to-the bar of the Houfe, -
and ordered to produce.this. book, -which if he does I am:pretty confident.
all your. doubts will ‘be cleared up; and if i itds not: forthcomrng, depend.
‘upon:it it has been deﬁroyed to prevent a difcovery ;. but.as I faid before, -
“what does it. ﬁgmfy to you if a.governor who is worth five hundred flaves -
fhip ﬁfty or one hundred every year,-or if thewhole are fent off-at onceP\'
- The trade for-many months paft has been fo very bad; and-the oppo- :
ﬁtron from Cape Coaft Caftle and Annamaboe Fort has been fo. great, that :

1ngram, Capt Jarnes Paxﬂey, has been here now feven’ months, ancl has
not purchafed half her cargoe of {laves, though her complement is but .

 three hundred and twenty, the Corfican Hero, late’ Smith, has ‘been. -

tiere upwards of four months, and. has not purchafed fixty flaves ;. the - |
Africa, Capt. ‘lmlth of Briftol, has been here four ‘months; and has not -
purchafed twenty ;° ‘and the Greenwich; Capt. Harwdod - of  Briftol, has- -

been here upwards of three months, and has not purchafed one flave. from %
-] , : ’ the
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the natives; Capt. Brown, of the Kitty, of Liverpool, and Capt..Fleet-
wood, of the Swallow, from fame port, have been each nine months at
: Annamaboe, the one for three hundred.and thu ty five, the other for two
R hundred and. fifty {laves ; mdeed the trade is. now fo totally. ruined,. that
we have been obliged to bartet away two Gold Coaft cargoes, amonntmg
to eight. hundred and fifty. ﬂaves, for Lceward goods, and to fend the thips
Albany and Pembroke down there, as we faw no profpe& of getting them
flaved offm any teafonable time at this place; yet the Peggy, Capt. Mill,
was here and at Cape Coaft no longer. than four. months, and carried off
from between three hundred and ﬁfty to four hundred flaves; and the
Richmond, Capt. Rogers of .London, a thip of three hundred tons,
chartered and fent out by Mefl. Rofs.and . Mill, has been at Cape Coaft
little more. than three months, and farls this day with four hundred flaves;
~this fhip was fent out here with a cargoe of ~goods . for Meff. Mill and
* Bell; another cargoe for the general of Elmma, a fourth for 'the fifcal
of Elmma, a fifth for. the chtefs of Cormantyne,and a ﬁxth for the Dutch
chref at Aecra. . :

.. Our oppoﬁtlon ﬁom the Dutch for fome years pa{t has been very
great “their home manufaé’tnres, if not qurte fo good are mﬁmte]y
cheaper, ’ and 80 oﬁ" to the full as well as ours, and their ﬂaves fell higher
by twenty-five or thrrty per. cent. in their colonres than ours; from thefe'
-advantages they are enabled to over-bid us on the Coaft, and if they once
.get into the method of bemg fupphed with Englith goods to.mix with their

-own, we (hall be aﬁ'uredly cut. out of this trade in a very httle time; for -

it is well known that a mixture of Dutch and Englith goods is preferable
.on the Gold Coaf’t to either Enghfh or Dutch fingly; it will therefore be

- hrghly neceﬁ'ary to put a trmely ftop to thefe praéhces ; at leaft members
- +.of the.committee {hould be reﬁramed from havmg any con(.ern drreCtIy

or 1nd1re€t1y in them

I have feen Mr. Camplm s vere copza of the commrttee s mmutes and

mﬁrné”uons to therr governor and council here, what rmprefhon they
have left on the mmds of the Lrverpool gentlemen I cannot’ pretend to
Jfay, butam of opmton they were not at all fatrsfae‘tory S

. ; . The
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The councrl at Cape Coaft is compofed of Mr. Mill, governor; Mr.
Bell, - chief of Annamaboe ; Mr Tunder, chief of Wmnebah ; and Mr.
Drew, chref of Accra, all of whom I have accufed of mal- praétrces, the
three laf’t 1n partlcular, azm’ z‘be commzz‘fea, out gf their pr(y’ozmd rcﬁﬁeﬂ for
their colg/z'zz‘uem‘r, have conde ﬁena’ed to wrzz‘e out to tbtfe very geﬂz‘/emm, ‘o

‘ 7}?/}'1”!1‘6’ an enquiry info z‘be cbarger exchibited czgcmyi z‘liem/él‘ver, even z‘Zvougb

t/ae cézzrge is éréug/yz‘ 072{;/ éy Mr Brew What the tefult of thrs enqurry

......

underftandrngs, as to imagine you would be duped by fuch a fhallow
device, and fuch flimfey afTurances of redrefs, inftead of ' giving you the
Aatisfaction you are-fo juftly entitled to, their letter i is ﬁlled with’ 1mper-
tinent mﬁnuattons, ‘which reﬁe& no credit cither on them’ or’ therr.
fervants, whofe caufe they fo (hamefu]ly endeavour o fupport '

From the reception the leerpool gentlemens Ietter met wrth from

expoﬁng the. mal -practices of their g governors, and their own unjuftifiable -
- condu&, Iam firmly, perfuaded they never mean ‘to alter the prefent

v the commrttee, their ftanding forth' the champtons of their’ fervants ipon - .
all occaﬁons, the rancorous treatment I have met with from them, for "

‘mode on _the Coa(’c your only relief then muft be from parliament, and -
2 total abolmon of thelr board ; 5 and it fhould be attempted as foon as .

poﬁlble, for when the commrttees fervants find. they have nothlng to
fear from all thefe reprefentattons, that they are aided, aﬂifted and fo -

ﬁrenuouﬂy fupported by the committee, and _that all cornplamts Whatfo—
“ever againft’ them’ are drfeouraged and drfregarded there is no knowmg

‘how far thelr houndlefs infolence will ° “carry them ; indeed I am certain -

lf this conteft does not- prodnce reonlatrons favourable to the pr1vatev
trader, and* effe&ually reftrarn and keep the committee’s fervants within -

"proper bounds, you had beft grve up the trade at once.—I have not at

prefent to add,” but that you may depend I will continue to advife’ you .

~regularly of all occurrences worth your: notice, and that I am, W1rh
the greatef’r refpe& ' ) '
GENTLEMEN, ,
- Your moﬁ obedrent humble fervant, :

RICHARD BREW.
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DEAR Sm, ' C’aﬁle Brew, Augzyl 25, 1771',
NCLOSED I fend you a letter for your commrttee, ‘m which _you wilf
- obferve I have made mentron of Capt. Stephens S church ‘bible, and
: could have added a good deal more on that fubje¢t in 'my, pubhck letter,
R but was cautious of appearing | to have any. particular defign again{t M,
Mxll however, as Iam entered fo far on this aﬁ'an, it behoves me to
perfevcte, and am determmed to make you, and your commxttee ac~
quamted with every thing material that falls under my obfervatton 5 the
}followmg circumftance however I chufe to make you aizly acquamted
with, as it will enable you to make the . proper enqurrles thn thefe
matters are brought before the houfe. o :
~About feven - months ago a, gentleman, who is now a chxef of one of
the forts,” acquamted me, that he was told by Mr. Alleyn, Captam
Stephens s clerk and who is now a writer in the {ervice, that When the
thip Afvica went down to Accra, laft voyage, after burying Capt. Stephens,
. Mr. Mill. (who was Stephenss executor) took athore ‘the log book, or
church bxble beforementroned and that he had tore out’ feyeral leaves i in
:wllxch were partrcularrzed the flaves he had fent on freight the preceeding
-VOyage Or:voyages; -you wdl therefore pleaf'e to obferve when this book
-ds produced whethel or not any fuch thmg has been. done, and if i 1t has,
1 think you need no farther proofs, and dare to fay. that Mr. Bell, Mr.
Petric, and Mr. Groﬁle will - be found alfo to have fhrpped off a good
-many flaves in the fame ﬂnp
CAsT have given a fketch of the times here in’ the pubhck lctter, there
buymg remains only to tell y you that gold commands the trade ; there is no
a flave w;thout one ounce of gold at'leaft on it, and the wmdward Coaﬁ
has been fo 1anfacked that there is no. fuch thmg as getting gold even
though you fell your good< from forty to fifty. per cent. under pr:me cof’t
the next beft article is ﬁne broad ﬁrlped taff'ats, ﬂowered cuttanees,
i Patna chmtz, wrth fmall black ﬂowers, fine whrte grounds, well chofe
prmted linens and cottons, : very large brafs pans, fine Silefias, Danifh and
birding guns, plain taffatys, fine mixed Romauls, fattm ﬁrrpes, half pint

tankards. Goods not. in demand as follows, powder, -pewter, knives,
2 - r , ‘ “ells

i~

demes,' and blué bandanoes; -there is at prefent no A(hantee trade,

which ‘is -the" 1eafon powder and pewter are:not called for ; however it

will not be prudent to fend-fhips out without thefe articles. o
. Tam told Mefirs. Rofs and Mill expect to be ‘called before the ‘Houfe

| of Commons, -and -that they ate ready prepared for the occafion, -but I

fancy they will be terubly dlfconcerted upon hearmg the church bible

cailed for. :
+ Mr. ' Wallace, who now commands the” Afnca, was Capt. Stephenss '

chtef mate -all the three voyages he made to the Gold Coaft; he fhould
therefore :be :eertainly brought before the bar of the hou{'e, and fworn
-whether he-ever knew or. heard of any ﬂaves bemg fhlpped on frelght on

' board the Africa. "

I fhall take it as a._particular favour if you ‘would tran{mit Mr. Srmth a

‘copy of the-publick: letter, or other letters I may have wrote you, whrch

I have not fent him copres -of.-

"Much ‘about -the time -this " reaches - you, Capt Howe, of the fhxp
Maifguin, of Brlﬁol will ‘be amved ‘and as he has been upwards of
feven months on -the Coaft, he can inform you of many partlculars whr(.h
-will-correfpond exattly with my publick letter.” . ,

- Pleafe excufe this” hurried epiftle; I fhall be more partrcular in my

.next, have- therefore only to with you health and profperrty, and to aﬁ‘ure '
_-you that: I am With the greateft e{’teem and refpeé’c

DEAR Sir; - e -
Your moi’c obedrent fervant,
RICHARD BREwt

G E N TLEME N, . Czyfle Brew, Ozfi‘oéer rjz’, 1771.

Did myfelf the honour to write to you the 25th of laft’ Auguﬂ copy
. of which goes herewrth but. through hurry to get my letter on boald

: he Rlchmond T forgot to mention a common pra@rce of the com-
@mxttees governors, “Meflis. Mill and Bell in particular, which is their
felling ‘great numbers of flaves to.the genetal and_ fifcal of Elmina, for

Portuwefe tobacco,’ whenever that article is in meat dermnd, the con('e-
e : P E quence
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ells of no . kind, lnlffays, Negannepauts, BeJutapauts, checks, cherry-
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-+ to this it will be objected, that the
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quence of which is extremely prejudicial to the thipping; firft, by getting
fupplied with a commodity which commands the trade from the natiyes,
and fecondly, by difpofing of fuch a number of flaves to our natural rivals
the Dutch, which thould certainly circulate amongft the Britifh fhipping,
tobacco as well- as the governors; which is very true, but then parting
with prime flaves, and flaves that are perhaps feafoned and . ufed to the
thips, ‘would not only lengthen their voyages, but dithearten the reft of

 their cargoes ;- and it ‘happens but feldom that the captains can barter

- goods for tobacco with the Portuguefe,

as our wary and induftrioys
neighbours the Dutch - take care either to

- Portuguefe, or difpatch them away in the night, ‘wibth orders to ftretch

out to fea, to prevent the Englith thips from dealing with them.

.. - I'will however do the committee the juftice to fay, they have formérly

 fent out pofitive orders to the gqvcmor and .council, ‘forbidding them or

any others of their fervants, to trade dire@ly or indire&ly,with the Dutch ;

_but the committee’s orders are no more regarded on this fide the tropick

and‘otbe_rigxpchc_e‘s; .but it is a known truth that not above one tenth of -

than yours would be, fhould you think proper to fend any. .
Tam irjfo;‘med the excufe thefe gentlemen give for felling flaves to the
Dutch is, to procure tobacco for the payment of the committee’s flaves

:w_h_aﬁ they purchafe is confumed, otherwife than in the purchafe of flaves;

.howeverIthihk maynyk methods may be fallen o

n to purchafe tobacco befides

giving flaves for it; for inftance, if the committee made application to

._&he Wett India company of Holland, to furnith them with 2 fufficient

-committee at home, it would be “infinitely better. tha
.their fervants,

number of rolls annually, to defray the expences of the Britith forts, at
forty or fifty thillings, or even at three pound per roll, to be paid by the

1 buying it from

-at fix pounds five thillings per roll, and the primeft goods

‘in the fupplies picked out by them for paymenit; and even if this method

.was not adopted, the commi
,:fu‘ﬂi‘cievnl‘: for th'is | pufpofc,
_‘;prtugug:fe, under three pound fterling per roll

ttee h_a_ve.only, to fend out cowries and Silefias

»-including the éxp¢11ce of
yed for this purpofe, - .
' - This

sblc_)ng boat or fhallop to be always kept emplo

captains of thipsare at liberty to purchafz .

fend convoys down with the -

and tobacco may be always procured from the
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“This moment I received a letter from Capt. Johq‘ Harwood, of‘ the
Snow Greenwichy of Briftol, in which is the‘following paragraph.

« I hear the chief of Tantumquerry, Mr. Miles, was flogged in his

hall, by a caboceer (not Dutton) alfo Czipt. Blundell of the Corfican

Hero, of Liverpool, and the Second of the fort were feverely beat, and -

all their cloaths tore off, and were fome time confined in the town;
the Second went to the water fide to efcort Blundell up, and' upon my
'boat’S'appearing in fight, the Tantum people fent off two canoes: to

- take her, thinking fhe belonged to Harwood, but finding their miftake |

never molefted her.” - o _ o
I have taken a great deal of pains, gentlemen, in all my letters upon
 African affairs, to prove the inutility of the forts in their prefent thame~

fully defencelefs - flate. - I leave you to judge of their condition, when

the natives will dare to ftrike a governor in his own hall. Can fuch 2
fort, or fuch a governor, render the fmalleft afliftance or protection to a
private trader ? can fuch a fort be worth fupporting at the expence of

6, 7 or 800l per annum 2 will ‘the committee pretend to fay that fuch a
fort is tenable;  that it is not conftantly.in the power of the natives; gnd :
that it is not owing more to their good difpofitions, than the committee’s

wife regulations, that you have a fort at all? . ‘ . N
" The committee will poflibly write out to their governor and councﬂ. to
‘enqdi»re whether. it is true or not, that Mr. Miles, Capt. Blundell, and
the Second, were flogged in the manner fet forth in Captain Harwood’s

letter ; but as it is more than probable ‘Capt.‘ Blundell, on his arrival in »
-England, will be able to fhew you he has had ocular demonftration, 1
they may fave themfelves that trouble. a :

A moft pernicious practice has of late c.reptv into the trade of the Gold

Coaft, which ‘is the giving gold upon flaves; and it is gi‘cafly to be

withed that fome methods may be fallen upon to put a timely ftop to‘it,
otherwife it will be impofiible for any man to continue to trade here with

" any profpect of fuccefs; Appolonia, the only place from which the

fhipping ufed to -be fupplied with gold, you are effeGtually fhut out from;
that fq_rt,'j:]}_ixcove,“ -Succondee, and Commenda being fa&ories to t.h.e
governor of Cape Coaft, who is fo plentifully fupplied with gold from

: ' . : P2 - thef¢
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thefe p]aces, that he carries every thmg before him ; for the truth of
which I appeal to all the leerpool and Briftol captqms that have been
here this” year. : :

Formerly owners of fhips ufed to fend out double carooes of goods; one
for flaves, the other for gold ; if flaves happeried to be dearer than ufual,
the cargoe for. gold was thrown into the flave cargoe in'order to fill the
thip ; -on. the other hand, if flaves were reafonable the gold cargoe was
difpofed of for gold and ivory, at a profit of thirty, forty, or fifty per

cent. which went a great way towards paying the portlige bill in the

Weft Indies; as I have frequently known. from five to fifteen hundred
pounds fterling in gold and. ivory carried off from this - coaft, over and
above a compleat cargoe of flivés. . How ftrangely things are reverfed
* now, you have experienced; we fcaree fee-a fhip go off with her comple=-

- ment of flaves, ‘notwithftanding her cargoe is laid in from eighteen to -

twenty pounds fterling pé7 head on an average, reckoning goods at. prime
coft,. without: a fthilling charges on: them; a .great part of - which they
are ob]'ged to fell where they can for gold, greatly under. prime coft, or
lie here till their provifions are all expended ‘and’ their bottoms eat out
with theworms. .~ oo o0 REEEI
As the committee do not appear mchmble to make any regulatrons in
favour of the private trader, I imagine you will be under the. neceflity of
laying your grievances before parliament this next feflions. T have there-:
fore only to add once miore, gentlemen, : that T am réady and ‘willing to
“depofe upon oath (beforé any. petfor deputed for that purpofe) t6 the
truth of the following charges exhibited by me aoamf’c the commrttee and
their fervants. - P
L cand prmcrpa ly, Fhat every governor of Cdpe Co.lf’t ﬁnce the year
1763, to the prefent g governor (Mr. Hippifley excepted) have {hrpped off

great numbers ‘of flaves on their ownd accounts,’ contmry to aét of'

z

p‘axhqment and reftrictions of the cominittee, - viviiomu Lo

 II." That the fervants of -the 1 commrttee who are pard by the pubhck
fuch as do&ors, feeonds, ferjeants, gunnErs, and even foldiers, have been
employed as fa@tors and traders for the oovernms of Gape Coaﬁ; and othct
chiefs offorts. AT L PR S LI (R I R R R

APPENDIX [H] " log
III That the governors of the forts, particularly Meflrs. Mill and Bell,

' make a praé’crce of felhng conﬁderable numbers of ﬂavcs rmnually to the
‘Dutch, contrary to the laws and 1egu]atrous of the fervice.

IV That feveral of | the governors continue to employ ﬂoatmg faories,
to the - great detriment of the fhipping and free traders. .
V. _That the governors of “the forts carry on an extenﬁve trade with
e'rch otbex, contrary to act of parlxament,l and great]y to the pre;udrce of
the Britifh fair trader ; as the govcrnor of Cape Coaft (over and above the
qdvanmges he reaps from the pubhek {upplies) 1is fo 'rbundantly ftocked
with cargoes from England, that he can give the chiefs far better aflort-
ments than any thip vvh"rtfoevel, and can afford a much better price, being
comphmented wrth the frexght of hrs goods out, and not bemg faddled
VI That 1t is a common praéhce with Mr. Bell to employ the peor
ﬁarved foldrers, ferjeant, gunner; and committee’s flaves, in hIS own
bufinefs; that he ~frequently, keeps the peor whites going in ‘canoes on
board fhips in the load to watch his goods coming on thore ; which fevere
{ervrce “accounts_for the great mortality among them, - and by which
a_poor foldler nanowly efcaped drowning a few days ago, being overfet
wrth a. canoe-load of rum- coming. on-fhore. . The coopers he employs
makmv ankers, &c. for hrm, and the other flaves when and wherever
they can be any ways fervrceable to hlm. D U
. As we have no juftices of the peace in thrs countly, it could not be
exoe&ed that my. accufations againft the committee and . their iervants'
could be proper]] authenticated ;. I am, however, detennmed to affemble
as many captains offhrps as I can, and to fwear before them to the truth
of the whole ; and alfo that on the amval of a ‘man of war, I will confirm -
the fame by makrng a fre(h afﬁdav;t before the captain.; this, ag I am®
ﬁtu“ted is all in my power, or in the power of any other man to do

havmg fhrpped off between ﬁxty and feventy ﬂaves on frelght by the

,Afrrca, late Captam Stephens, the laft time he left. the Coaft, as will clear

up. all ; your doubts. ;: I am, however, extremely . concerned rthat ‘the’
committee’s behaviour has obhged me to tqke thrs very drfqgree'rble fep,

5 R » : - as
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as 1.never mtended to ‘hurt any 1ndtv1dual in the fervice, pa rticulally
Mr. Mill;" my "quarrel being - 1nt1re]y to the fyf‘tem and although
‘Mr. Mill’s extenfive trade cannot fail to prejudice the fair trader, yet, he
BE celtamly the fitteft 1 man by much in the committec’s fervxce to be at the
head of affairs ; therefore the dxfcardmg him will not mend the matter,
if he is (ucceeded either by Mr. Bell, Mr. Drew, or Mr. Trinder, the
pxefent council ; you ‘may depend upon it, they will tread in his {’ceps as
fat as their {hallow capacrtxes will permit them. R :
~Mr. Bell, who is next in ‘fucceffion, is a man of the moft rapacious,
. avaricious, mean dxfpoﬁtron of any in the fervice ; his puﬁllannmty is {uch,
that he will give up every point to the natlves, be they ever fo difgracefal

“or injurious to the honour of the nation ; therefore, thould Mr. Mill be- ‘
'fuperfeded by him, we fhall be in a much worfe ﬁtuatron than” we are at

prefent; and’ as for Meﬁ'rs Drew and Trinder,’ they are totally unfit to

be at the head of - affairs : therefore, it is my humble opmron, that we

ftand in need of a total change both of men and meafures,
Inclofed you will receive a certificate * ﬁgned by Mr. Robert ]ohnﬁon,
a private trader ; ‘he'is a very mtelhgent man, and has ferved the com-
- mittee many years, both on this coaft and Senegal ; he is now going off
the Coaft, and propofes takmg his affidavit to the truth of what he has
advanced, - on "his arrival ‘at Barbadoes, and wxll fend the fame to
Samuel Smith, Efq; Old Jewry, ‘London. LTIy
You will pleafe alfo ‘to’ receive another certlﬁcate* from Mr. Ifaac
Garrick, who formerly. ferved Mr. Mill ; 3 and whxch with Mr. Johnﬁon s
certificate, I hope, will be fuﬂicmnt to convince you, that I have advanced
noth.ng but fats agamﬁ: the committee’s felvants. o e R
"The committee, 1 find, are labouring very hard t6 ﬁnd out {ometmng
' reprehenﬁble in-my conduct whilft ‘I was in their férvrce, I cannot,
however, help thmkmg, it would redound much more to their credit to
“endeavour to exculpate themfelves and therr fervants from’ the heavy
charges brought agamﬁ: them, than to attempt to amufe you by fuch

“a poor mean {ubterfuge ; -they reprefent me, I am told, as a dxfappomted .

' peevxth man, and are endeavourmg to prepo{i'efs all they can agamﬁ my

R . Seethxsat thcend of the letters. o o
remonftrances.

Ceid
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remonftrances. I am not, however, without hopes, that my conduc’t will
be approved by all. unbiafled, unprejudiced men; if I am peevith and
difappointed, their 1gn01ance and folly, and the fcandalous behaviour of
their fervants, has he]ped greatly to make mefo; I hope, however, it will

- be granted, that a dlfappomted peevith man may be honeft and defprfe

a falfehood, as much as any member whatfoever of their board.

It happens very lucky for the committee, that they and I are at {o great

a diftance from each other, for if I could attend the curfitor baron of the
exchequer, when the committee carry their accounts to him to be audited,
1 dare fay, I could umavel many iniquitous fcenes, Wthh you are and
muft ftill remain ignorant of. - : :

I have not at prefent to add,. but that Iam W1th the greateﬁ eﬁeem
and refpeé’c GENTLENIEN, ‘ S

T Your moft obedient humbIe fervant,
* RICHARD BREW

Drar Sz, o . Cryt‘le B;ew, Oé?oéer 15, 177r. .
INCLO SED is a duplicate of - my. letter of the 25th of laft Anguﬁ
fince which I am favoured wrth ‘yours of the 2oth of]une laft, by the
Barbara, Captam Culfhaw. o ~
You w111 {ee by my letters to your commlttee, dated t’he 25th of Auguft

_ and 15th of Oétober, that I have not been 1d1e, and that I have fent

them two certrﬁcates, Whlch mu[’r convince all unblaﬂ'ed men that my
reprefentattons are, founded on ftubborn fats;. but the fcandalous par-
txahty of the cominittee towards their fervants is fuch, that they would
not liften to ‘the angel Gabrrel if he faid any thmg prejudlcml of them.
T hope, however you will" not 1eﬂ: till you obtain fuch regulatlons and
reﬁrxé‘uons as wrll put the trade upon a proper footmor ’ c

The articles in demand are the fame as when I wrote to you lat’r gold
is fhll the greateﬁ: of all articles in this oolden countty ; the prohlbmon on

E powder, pewter, &c. as by my laft, fill continues. - Slaves are exceeding

fcarce, price ten ounces men, and cight ounces women, to the blacks, and
an ounce advanee to the whites. Goods wanted by: veﬁ'els in this road at
prefent the Ingxam wants one hundred and twenty ﬂaves, the Corficani

Hero:




‘ comm1 tee, has prevalled on Capta:n Howe, of Brrﬁol to ﬁgn a 1ecqntatron

112

‘mings ;

‘ go]d
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Hero nﬁv or fixty, the Nancy, Cazneau, f'orty or fifty, the Greenwich

‘one- dhundred and thi rty, the Aﬁrca taken up. - The No— thchle

the Venus, Geodwin 3 the Frreodfhxp, ‘,Cum-
the Hannah,: Hughes‘; t/he':Charlotte, Blundell; “2ll new
comers ; and the _]ohn, Bold ; ‘the Union, Pole ;5 the Auftin, Wilcox,
and Captam Priee, foon expe@ced befides rum- ‘veflels: I therefore leave
you to judge- ‘of the fhocking ftate of the trade here, and what reafon you

the Barbara, ‘Culthaw ;-

‘haveto expeé’c any -alteration for the better ; had the emht hundred flaves,

that were fentJoff in-the Peggy, Captain Mill, and the Richmond chat-
tered fhxp, circulated amongft the fhipping, the Ingram, Corfican’ ‘Hero,
Nancy, "Greenwich and Africa, would have been off the Coaft;-and wou]d

have left a ﬁne opemng for thefe new comers ;- beﬁdes, ‘the puce would

have continued at nine and feven ouneces.’

Captam Culthaw: has had great fuceefs i in the txme he has been down ;
he tells-me, he “has- purchafed ﬁftv-feven ﬂaves 5 heisa very indufirious
man, and L dare fay, w1ll make a voyage, 1f any man mﬂkes one thxr

year A o : \
"The gold trade as we]l as the ﬁave trade 1s 1umed T\/I Mrll has

three long boats to windward and Cape Appoloma fort purcha{'ng gold ‘

for him. Seventeen and ﬁxpenny romauls are now fold for 22 ackies
and moft other thmgs in'‘proportion.’ “Indéed the' drfadvantages
trade labours under juft now are incredible, and I am much mlﬁaken if

any fhrp this year ‘will get intereft for’ her money except ‘the puces are

very hxgh in ‘the Weﬁ: Inrhes, and lrtt]e or no mmtahty amonu{t the
ihves 5 -be afﬁued T will '\cquarnt you w1th every matez 1a] alteratlon in
the trade, {hould any hap;en :

‘The letter by Capt'un ‘Bold (Whrch 1 fear you h’lve not recelved)

' contamed a cer tificate- ® fsmed by thuteen captams of fhxps, 1e]at1ve to

the - rrfque merchants in England run, by the committee’s not allowrrg
prlvate traders to lodge ‘their effects in the forts in common with their
fervants 3 you will, therefore, pleafe to apply to° M. Smith, for a copy
both of the lettet and ' certrﬁcate, ‘as M. Camplm, fecretary to the

Clof

* See this at the end of the letters.
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of a former remonﬁrance concernmg the fadtories eftablifhed by the
committee’s fervarits, I have only- to wr{h you health and profpeuty,
and that I am Wlth the greateﬁ efteem, o
. B DEAR SIR, ; s
Your moi’c obedrent {ervant, .
- RICHARD BREW

Drar Sir, ‘ C’a_/}/e Brew, Oétober 16, 1771,

Y this opportumty I have wrote a letter to the committee of enquiry

-in Liverpool, refpe&ing the London committee and their fervants,

and have fent a copy of another letter I wrote them thc 2 5th of Auguft
laft, both of which I have wrote Mr. Miles Barber to fend you copies of 3’
48 you write' mte, you -have made fome repi’efentatxons to.a member of

‘ gOVernment relative to. the prefent eftablithment.

- By thefe letters you will perceive I have fent‘ home Ifaac Gamck’

certlﬁcate, relative to Mr., Mill, ~which I hope will clear, up all doubts of R

his having fhipped off-flaves; your: - teftimony _upon - this, occaﬁon, as
Garrick has mentxoned you m the cettlﬁcate, will ﬁrengthen the thmg
greatly , YLoen ' Dk

‘I have fent the committee cf enquiry another ccrti‘ﬁca