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MY LORD,
N makmg thlS addrefs to your Lordﬂnp, I have
not the remoteﬁ mtentton of entering .into a

‘ controverfy thh you in, confequence of your letter

to Mr. Perceval 5 to whlch I fhould feel myfelf very
unequal in every refpeét even 1f the ground of the
dxﬂ'erence of opinion between ‘us on the fubje&
was much w1der than 1t is. In truth that difference
is more in degree than m fubftance, for lf a new
Naval Arfenal mu& be provxded to the eaﬁ:ward
I am perfuaded a better ﬁtuatton than Northfleet
cannot be found 5 trom its eafy accefs to the Nore,

and bemg free from the dtﬂiculttes of the upper
part of the rxver.. PR

Some explananon xs, however neceﬁ'ary for my
prefumtng to addrefs you on a matter out of the lme

of my general purfuits i in public buﬁnefs, efpecxal]y
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upon one on which you. have had opportunities that

could not efcape you in official fituations, of mform-
ing yourfelf-to the beft advantage: and I-cannot

hope to be excufed for doing fo ona better ground
than by ﬁatmg, that after la(t Chrlﬁmas Mr. Per-

ceval fent to- me in the country an: abftra& of the
15th Report of the Commiffioners for Naval
Revifion, made for the purpofe of drawmg his
attention to the feveral pomts in it, whlch were
concelved to be the mo{’t xmportant for h1s cona
others mﬁmtely more hkely to gwe ufeful adwce
upon it than’ myfelf T fent’ 1t back by the return
of the' po{t ‘and in a few days afterwards com-
mumcated to him" the followmg obfervatxons.
Havmg then recently conﬁdered mo{t attentlvely
the extent to Wthh our expendlture had grown,
I w1ll falrly own, I made them under the influence

of a ﬁrm perfuaﬁon of the abfolute neceﬁity of

reducmg that in every pra&lcable way ‘not mcon«‘

fiftent w1th our iafety andI thmk 1t deﬁrable to

‘glve thefe fugge{hons in , the ftate they were offered

at the ume, to avoid as carefully as I can even the

'appearance of gomg out of my way to dlﬁ"er thh :

your Lordﬂnp

Lt oaerce

Cuﬁ'nells, January 6th 1810.

If it could be fatlsfa&only proved that there 1s
an mdlfpenfable neceﬁity, or even a preﬂing urgency,
propofed, the amount of the expence hkely to
attend it fhould not, 1 thlnk, prevent ‘the adopnon
of the meafure; becaufe unque{honably the main-
tenance of our naval fuperlorlty mu{’t be paramount

to all other conﬁderatxons whatever. But on the

other hand it may fafely be' aﬁerted that there has'

been no period 1n our h1{’tory when there emﬂ:ed

ﬁronger reafons for carefully avoid

not eﬂ’entlally neceﬂ'ary for the fafety of the country

SRR .
RS ¥

Itis? therefore incumbent on thofe who are’ “moft

nnmedlately intrufted with ‘the: p:ubhc purfe, 't6

examine * with thé moft" dxhgent attentxon any plani

“that may ‘be: propofed “which s hkely to occaﬁon

a conﬁderable expenditure’; “andrit can' convey noe
refleétion’ ‘on’ the dxfhngulfhed ‘Nobleman* dt*the
head “of the L'Comnnfﬁon»‘for Naval«Revflﬁon, than

“whom T- know not a ‘man ‘more emment for-fkill

~in “naval’ mattem, or more to ‘be: refpe&ed for

unbtaﬂ'ed mtegrxty and unremxttmg‘ zeal -in ‘the
pubhc fervxce, or ‘on the other commxﬂioners, to

B2 fuppofe
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fuppofe it poﬁible in this inftance, that they may
not. have been aware of the infinite importance
of fuch an examxnatnon. Under a ﬁrong im-
preﬁion of the great utthty of the meafure,
they have very naturally brought forward evex:y

conﬁderatxon Ilke]y to mﬂuence the nunds of
others. R ’ '

o~

What the co{’c of the whole of the works pro-

| pofed at Northﬂeet would be, 1s, I thlnk not ﬁated

_c‘;nnot have been_much lefs than 6,ooo,oool., as
they fay,.that the expence of the meafure will be

- compenfated. by the-favings in the firft ﬁfteen -years,

amountmg 5tQ" 5,900,0001”, and conﬁdermg how
- infinitely. the real charge;exceeds the eftimate in all
- gafesqof thzs forty: itois snot. likely: .;tkha,t__ the whole
Work, -,=vvith ;the extenfive fortliﬁcat-i‘ons:rneeeffary for
its ;defence,i in a fituation more ;e:'scpofed_ than Chat-
\;‘,;igweuljc;t,::be)iegm.pletcdf;-f:ex-s,;a,:sfy;m. lower than

- %0,000,000l. 5 for -whatever. difference of’opinion
. has prevailed, about fortifications, there never was
. one. exprefled: by any: authority - againit : effeCtual

proteéhon for our great Naval Arfenals;. The: fum

o i . above-

¢ 5
above-mentioned will therefore not ‘be. théught an

extravagant conjeture ; for which taxes. muft be

found for nearly 600,000l. a-year.::

The advantages that would attend'the introdu&ion

~ of the ule of mechanical powers:to performiwork

in our dock yards, now dorie by the hands of men;

~are unqueftionable; and it has long.been a matter
of furprize to. me that it has not been much eaklier
confidered, How far that ‘was 'pracicables in'thie

prefent yards; ‘as.we have feen mechanical ‘efifins,
efpecially thofe ‘worked by ‘fteamjiiapplied -for the
abridgment of labour-in almoft evéry ffi'ri‘i*atéi"’éftaa
blifhment of magnitude: i’ the. kingdom4-by the
ufe. of which the articles’ ‘manufa@ired < Kiva: fiot

~only . been furnifhed at-a much 3Iéfsf}'i;ejé’ﬁéﬁé”ég;;_ﬁﬁt

have been improved insquality. - Thedonvenience
and ceconomy of railways,” for carts, &e. - tocfnove
in, is equa]ly ev;dent, Uit wil

Iam ‘ready‘ to’ ma‘ke?:ati‘ -'~admiﬂion5alrﬁ?)”ftbi-”thé‘f'ﬁi‘h-
jeGters of the plan’ (without knowing- the fa&); that

great advantage would:be derived from building all

the large fhips of “war, and: makihgithé'fwhdle of

the cordage, and perhaps the anchors, in' His Ma- -

B3 jefty’s
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jefty’s -yards ; but I am inclinéd to think it would
by no. means be. advifable to introduce manufac-
tures of canvas there, about which I fhall ’fay'\mo’i'e
‘beforé I finith this paper.

 “Fhatthe-attainment of the obje&s on which there

- is‘no'différence of opinion, could be infinitely better

provided for'in"a’ new Naval Arfenal of fufficient

extent ‘than ‘in' the prefent yards, not only on ac-

¢ounitiof the additional fpacé that'would be acquired,
but: by ffiakihg ‘all the arrangements: of“the’ build:

ings -mhoft -advantageous for the application of ma-

chinety;-it- would bé abfird to’ deny 5 but the point

for ‘attentive ‘confideration is;: whether the {uperior

‘beérefits that would be derived from the new Arfenal
are fufficient-to: ]ufhfy the unavoxdab]e)expence that

wouIdbemcurred SARTET R S

t;‘;:‘\‘"’s ‘_";’., PO Coe e el .

: “Othe‘ﬁ‘-cil‘icum{ténces are, however;  ftated by the

commiffioners to“indu’ce the adoption of the plan.
i »14 1(» ’g ;3.4 co b :j R
The want’ of: fufﬁment depth ‘of water at the prefent
¢ ‘dock+-yards ; /an inconvenience ftated to be

rapxdly increafing. -

== imiproper fitations-in whtch they are placed

5:_ ——ln'

7))

i infufficiency of them to maintain the.navy.on: its

. prefent extended fcale. - PR SIS I St
— want of fpace for fhips in ordinary.... ., o5 ¢
— dechne of the dock-vards ; the means of naval
fuperxorxty bemg thus leffened.
—_ neceﬂity for our bmldxng fhips with: their. lower
' deck-ports “clofe- to the ‘water,- while the
enemy ‘builds his’ hlgh out of the:water, -

L dlﬁance at Wthh the {hlps are'from.the yal’dS:

whlch ‘affords opportunmesx for embezzle-

ment 3 expence of craft, &c. &ei &c.

" In fuch a cafe :_aS'the”pyrefei‘it I fHou-ld Ju{’tlymcur

the imputation of great prefumption if I were to.do

more than recommend that opinions. offered by men

‘of the higheft profe{ﬁonal chara&er, thould be con-

fidered before a meafure whlch muﬂ: be attended

with a moft enormous expence is adopted --—I repeat ,‘
 that it is petfe@ly natural they fhould propofe fuch

* a meafure, imprefled as they-are ‘with . its impor-

tance. The 'lpoint I .with to prefs for attention
is, -whether -material parts of - it cannot, be. ob-

‘tained in the prefent yards-at a. limited. expence,
though not to fo great advantagesas in a new Naval
}Arfenal 5 and whether the urgency is quxte asgreat -

B 4 ~ for
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for that prop'ofe'd as the zeal of the commiffioners

for the'i lmprovement of the navy has.induced them

' to: repré”feﬁt g »%‘ii SRS s L

1310 songuine 9y o
Mglgh x{ﬁe@g@tnto laymg cordage by machmery,

- anghighly u,ie;ﬁulfgmonls,;.antd 1 believe the moft. im-

postant;of; thole propofed; to'be done by fteam, both
as tqégpggngmyrand +the improvement o of. ~the»article 3
I -have~a. perfedt. COIIVI&IOD, formeq won. no :light
ground,i-that- \fufﬁcxent room  may; be; found for it
in the prefent yards 5. and in many: of;themyit feems
probable;machinery . imight .be: ere&ed for all the
other;,purp@feszfuggeﬁed exceptethe manufadture of
can¥a§mwwg VS

- «‘?gf‘ﬁ @Wiﬂt 7 &Ji d'i:

rmmg rai

»' vy j B

AT 3Gy i oK i
cannot he dnéﬁcult\ tnough tiot to fo much ‘advan-

had. been rconﬁx u&ed

Wlth a\vgev%to th’em.
' L i ;obits wsadl Faew‘f
by e Commtﬂioners

Jiryval 5 o
‘e

oL A,,qutﬁcxen;;) of the
depthfof w:ater dn-our: dock yax:dsg isaomoft+ferious

evxl‘ ‘“llt SI bc}’ ve" “néti.’f"it 1at Piy?nﬁ%iuth where

ihlpstof argy y ;'aft.‘og wate ggan en,telz the harbour and

-be docked; and equal:convenience has been afforded

(9 ) |
by moderrn improvements, asfaras refp,e&s,the docks
at Portfmouth; at the latter itis i)bt ;thg,degt;h ofwater.
in the docks, or in the harbour, that is,.complained

of, but the bar near the fpit at the entrance of.the

harbour:—an inconvenience; admitjnearly ad/gfeat

‘as fhallow waterin-thé docks or! ‘Harbour WOu’ia ibe,

unlefs it can be removed j the: pra&ticability of Which
has: probably not* efcaped: attention’; 'otherwife it
certainly’ ought to be confidered.—At Sheérniéfsno

fhip larger thai’ ofie of ‘64 guns’ can: beédbcked'”but

at Chatham firftrates may be takenin. > Phe objec-
tions to the yards:at Woolchh and Deptfordisdrife
principally: from:the ‘want of Waterg inone ott;tyvoeof
the reaches above Gravefend,: Erith in particalar*.
And here may arile two quelhons for conﬁcteranon,

1t Whether the {hoal in Er:th Reach can be re- ‘

. ,\A;U a1

. % As high:‘aéjL'bﬁg?'Rféach;"i}e(fésl;';h fdia%é'of \Eavgt'er‘may
be navigated with perfe&- fafety, but:. ﬂi;ips)""ofi“g’reat ‘draft

~ are lightened there, and wait for’ fpring tides before they

go higher up, . The large Indlagnen draw 23 or 24, fc feet,, w1thm

a few inches of a feventy-four gun ﬂu 1e depth of wate1
in the ftream of the THimes ‘colitinués nearly thé’ fame, { though
the fhores are covered ‘with' mud) by: the: exertions of the T'ri-
mty Houfe, who take up above 309,000 { tons of gravel yearly
from the be(i of the rxver, but the colle&mn of mud there is

‘about equal to’ that:'id" 5pa\'\txcular fpots, hov;evé I beheve

‘ the depth  has . been. fomewhat  improveds | p il
| moved,
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moved, ?'anﬂ‘ at what. expenée ; and, édly} “If:that

" fhould. Be-fourld “impraficable or tooexpenfive,
what thelehsrge would be-of: making.‘a cut- from

Purfleet 16" Blackiwvall, Aufficiently deep for thips of
the Jargelt draft of water 'to pafs through.* The

latter queftion’is-the miore important;~as- it is of

great-conféquence to- the tradeof ‘the' capital; as
well 45 t6°the naval ‘yards in the river’stfuch’a cut
has’been in “c“on-templatio’n, and-if it could'be under-.
taken, it s probable the expence either: of that, or
of deepemng Erith Reach;-might be* défrayed by a
charge bhitHe trade’ of ‘the port; which'would be

| compenfatéd: By the faving? arifing ‘from:“davoid-

ing ‘delays, frequently very expenfive and inconve-

 nient in either of which cafes the “yards &f-Wool-

wich*ahd Deptford: mlght perhaps be enlarged and
“rerrdered moi‘e ufeful T :

T he“‘cenﬁderatlon next in- 1mportance to: the ob-

' ‘taxnmg “‘deeper water atthe entrahce of- Port{‘mouth ‘
Harbdur and in: Erxth Reach is the capacxty of the -

prefent Yards - for the bmldxng and- equ1pment of

'ﬂnps for the navy 5 havmg alréady referre& to the
. i e In

thie: ﬁibje&ﬂt is rproper"to take notlce of
the

hlS part o

< fent extended. fcale.””:

C )

‘the obfervations of the" Commiflioners; ‘where they

fpeak of ¢ the decline of: the;dock,,yard&z” Ny ghe
¢ means of naval fuperiority being: leﬁ'enedr,m R the
< want of ‘deep water. at the: prefent yards yigam=
_"‘ pelling us:to: build fhips: abith their: Iowemdgelg.y)arts
5 clofe: to the watery:while: 1he. enenties- bmlcg theirs

<<, high out of the wwater s’ **.and of:¢¢ the, infufficien
¢t of the dock yardsto mamtam the! navy on its’ pre-

O I
i

~On. readmg what: the Commlﬁioners ,fayr ‘on

1mprovements in-our Naval At‘fenals, _

with the increafe of our navy:- whereas at Portf-
mouth. alone, :23-acres have been-added. fincethe.
" end ‘of the feven years’ war ‘in: '17‘63:;-1 étib;itilfyail‘d
now containing 160, acres;. in'. the ~new :paft ;of
which areflips foz.building! ithree fhips of the largeft
ﬁze, and WO, for fimall ﬂups. In: Sheerneis yard

whxch I do not know 3 NOT -am I apprxzed of what

improve-

iency
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improvements have been lately made at Chatham,but
thofe at; Hly ‘%}@ud}l}%@b@«en yeryucomplete. With
thegertaip.knowledge, howeyer;of thewveryextenfive
‘mP%'E{;&FWeQES at Bortfmonthy: of fomeiat Sheernefs,
and;gbferving no :neglet.at- Woolwich and’ Deptford,

1 ammot aware: -of what the Commiflioners -allude. to,
when;they fpeak:of. the decline. of sthexdock yards,
andthe means of our navalfuperiority: bieing leffened;

efpecially. as; the .additional conyenientesftitzFort-

mouth, provided,, within the laft 46 yearsjiis not
confined to building fhips.: The great:bafin there has
‘beenn deepened and. enlarged;: the::middle “dock,
fougbddock,fagd fouth eaft docky insthé greatdafin,
made- new ,ﬂxhe four, jetties;have: beeh+enlarged ;

the n%g}}i b{aﬁ&nr deepened -and enlarged;-the:channel

Qleac}g\ng to,the bafin, formedwmto 2 dock fonfngates,

and, the, entraqcevfgrmed into; :a. locki;forréceiving
a ﬂnpl,g,ccaﬁpqall,w When it is:confideréd likewife,
that within the fame petiod; the:copperinghourimen

_pf war has.come into general ufe, which prolongs
‘the ﬁ‘tgéiiéry’ confiderably ‘during which they can

contiﬁue ‘afloat without being docked,-the provifion

PSRN S

made fox; dockmg\ﬂgem {hould bel reckone&»as two

or three fold. -

Ceqanon ol ’*«lem e 57 ‘zisﬁ hm' : L

Difficult
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Dxfﬁcult as I ﬁnd it to underﬁand the allufion of
the: Comnuﬁioners to the declme qf-"faur dack ~yard:,
I am much more: aperplexed to* ’dxfcové?tﬁe ‘found-
ation fortheir-obletvationy that We a””"“‘ pelled
to. bmld ﬂnps ‘withotheéir - Iower-deck -} pm 7 E1Bfe to
the water, whilé : the enemies bulld thexrs ligh out
of the water.:*On profeﬁional pomrs 1 fhsuld” not
prefune toventet on arfy ‘reafoningwith Yl $Ffuch
dxﬁin’gu‘rfhed emmence as'the naval”bﬁicék‘,”ih thxs

ut the Spamard's”‘ ‘ lon,
fuppofedfto buifd as fine’ ﬂnps of war 38’ the Fiénch
with -thofe ‘the comparifon: ftands thiis 3"a’ Spam{h
and dii EEngh{h fhip.of* the” fame éféf's, Hrdl lying
alongaﬁde each other'at’ Splthead at this fidy

“ o ﬁ !('1 (.‘/'5:"‘,‘ .‘;.X\Ja-‘,\,.a (R YEYE "“’iEQj ‘”“" L)—*‘i‘l(

in co mlﬁion,

ht of mQ ip' ports
- %t of tﬁetz gater

Sp%m y_':xSan Jefephd witl ‘Hfi Guﬁsf‘ ;Jﬁ wly

Twv ! -
SBlot amee

Of thu'd~rates we’ can make the companfon )

between the Englith and French .
CIREPAS: : Briti(h'
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Q@ﬁ()hﬂ“iig ﬁévengh

Impetueux en
Implacable T nan
Donegal

'Ihe draft of, Water of the fmelgn men . of war

......

clear that tbat is. not neceﬂ'ary 10, ‘-the -{ths

tt 51$,~
having their lower ports hxgh out of the ‘water from
theabqve inflances, .. oo T il

gy ot Ureidts

It 'é"next"f“it to conﬁder whether fuch a dxﬁ"erence

,»or‘mgv it

as 'does ex1{t between the draft of Water 1n Brltlfh and
hapol ai :
; i

foreign. fhlps renders a neW dock—yard nece{Tary |
A ke T : “Loid Draft of Water.

R S L BTN LS SN T S L Keet. chhes. N
0 Bl "C'aledbﬁi‘a"“‘ S 'Iz’o;Guns o 26 \

o Milford 7t 34
Re"enge e ' [ I S o TE N
'Ajax LT 7R AL R Y S
Majeftic . . 747 :

(A¢+ ¥

QG

RERS S

._‘3\1

I'ox‘elgn San Jofeph 114
‘d?‘ bl Tlgre *E O e
A T Impetueux T4
B Implacable\ R Z
Donegal . 74’ EERAE
f;”;]}‘h'i. xvf[*"rench fhlp, dra\vmg the mo{t Water of any i the
fame: clafs,! appears to carry her lower-deck ports nearer to the

W'\ter than the others.

Havmg

o Beeto Inches. ;11

(a5 )
- Having before eftablifhied-the fat, that a greater
draft is not neceﬁ'ary tora. fhip - carrymg her-'guns

_(\‘}I})!

high out of the water,: it ds, ffom the. ait mentioned

ftatement certain that:the greateft difference in - the

draft of; Water is in a firft rate 13 xhches,_,and ‘ot
more'in-moft of the; third. rates’§ i fome cafes in_

‘the latter no' dxﬁ"erence can be mﬁﬁed on.. S

v .,’-« N T ':wf, TR "‘n,‘—';tit -3-‘7]';3 Pt
\ GG ._.ng.;,_e IR R iy Ea  UILA

by
¥

I aminext lad to.advert: to .provifion: bemg made
‘ fpr.__»_;l;aymggq up-thips :in- ordmar».)t,xmu time ‘of - pea(;,e-f;

of which; =I\~'admit .the necefli tjr bul; a-’qﬁéhi‘ifm}hﬁoh
this naturally. arifes,; Whether in: confequence‘tlfereof
the mcurrmg the heavy expence of makmg' wet

in the v1c1n1ty of the: prefent dock yards 2 %o

ﬁdermg whlch When 1t s admltted that a baﬁn is

much .miore convenient than &/rivér: for‘ laymg up

thips, - as the .expence of moortngé and boats ‘ate

thereby faved ~and thehips ‘are in‘ & ﬁate ot qmet-'

nefs, 1t muft at-the fame time be recolle&ea “that
'deﬂ:ruéhon
by an tncendlary, or from a bombardment, is much

B

the danger from accidental fire, ‘orthi

n the ) Iatter ﬁtuatxon.

i N A Ra Sy ;("5&:1 e ALt

I haveunderﬂtood that m the Medway, a lea& double

greater ir“the “former than

g v,-

the )

B
i
g -
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_:the number.,of fhips r'n‘a'y be ’m'00red thaﬁ ever Were :

and in; the latter L was: mformed whién 14t there,
mqotmgs' mxght be l*ud down for exght or ten, as

Ty Afiﬁb’égf;?')éétk‘ﬁ*E”oﬂﬁderf;tf‘lyfi‘s‘m‘ﬁﬁtﬁi"@il‘*@have
iié‘ ,;\-.*’tha(: =~1t »may becobtaimed: ﬂn dsﬂ'erent

and then‘ lymg at moormgs xn fafe harbours,

and'

€17 )
snd fill rivers, it. may be obferved, that the latter
pra&xce has prevaxigd fx:om ;,thg ,ggrlge{t*pq;g%q&gw

Portfmomh and Plymouth can have reﬁerengg} ) _.ﬂ‘-ﬁ
to the“A fenals bemg on.the, mofhmconvemem gﬁdes

_,revalen,;

DUSRET/ ) MR

tenal delay : and howeve

the we{tward 1s, L behevc it. does.not often)hg ,._; %

NS rEl

it would not aﬁe& the > Pr efent queﬁxontfqr the rea

ﬂwre,m the ;stem,t of ,prefemng one;jﬁglg ,,oﬂ,ﬁhgr
river Thames to the other on fthat grou;,,ld,xﬁf

Y»’B
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« The: obfelvatxons on the inconvenience and lofs

arxﬁn& from n the. fhlpggneceﬁ‘a il lying:at a ‘diffance

fﬂ ')U \h DTG

fom-th ki yards’,ﬁ_to ‘také 1n ?.=the1r ﬁores, which

mdmm CETOR GV

a orflj( Op} jortunme for embezzlexpen-t, mu{t‘apply'

EEHE DA Ak

prmc1pal y. to_Deptford and ‘Woolwich, At all the
;;.th, ‘-:{hlps he w1th1n 'trxﬂmg dlﬁance from

uv

(xurxner and" Carpe \tes

iais \;

fwz;)n i

the/ bf.’n p dohvri onve

;,;s y{iﬁ

appears to be 00, tr1ﬁxng o Edeferve

NG &

Q%@Mf}ﬂers,

N
HE
it BCIe

Mlngrjqo{uth ‘and

BEIEN

g .‘,.? ,3:? can be

3 At Portfmouth the fh“ ¢
harbour does not prevent the farge ﬂups from taking in their

heavy ftores clofe to the yards 3 althongh their guns may not

be taken in’ ttll they’ get to’ bpithead

found.

er ‘t;the e(ntfance of the'

¢ 19 )

found for channel or forexgn ferwce, exeept Fal- ‘

mouth- where at fome time it" may be deﬁrable to

PE o) :
<J wodoeh sdioa
provide: conveﬁxeh f’or ma i ”\th harbour a

; ‘w ' L}m woelgal
rendézyous’ for : me»of i)[zftfl fhlﬁs, Wth%iLi( eheve,
ATV O o Usai 1973 AN
might. be- d S Very‘ moderdte e éﬁcé “To:

FH ’
this place, howevel ) 1" am awaré objeé‘uons havh been' ,

I8

made 5 app ymg Ho the narrownefs of the'¥o d for

mooxmg ﬂhps ‘of the lifis i fafety ; 10 thelr gettlng
out with' thie bwmd from fouth eaﬁ: to fo h and to-

the danger'from the Manacle’ rocks, ‘which he ahout :
feven ot elght mlies from the harbout’s mouth.
To all Which T have in my poﬂ'eﬂion anfwers whlch
appeartbtine f6'be perfe&ly fatlsfa&o‘ry atld® _have
likewifealift 6F656' fhlps and veﬁ'els th His Maféffy s
ferv1ce of ‘which - 69 were of the hne Yj and' 83
that artived at, and falled from' Faltfiouth,

from? 31865 ‘o 1808 thhout an- aCdeent"ha&*mg

fngates,

happened to any one of them. In the lattervpartr

' of Mr. Pltt s '1dmmxﬁzratlon, enqumes were made by

feilful meh Jé4o the ufe ‘that mlght be' made

.....

_ thxsv
por“s"';f a‘ﬁd the' refult eﬁabhfhed the certalnty that
it mlght be rendered hlghly advantageous to" the'

naval [ of thé counuy P L

oy o manled modd sl LR nmvang g o0

slola 2o o

Chetham and Sheernefsgare well:fituited for the‘ ,
North Sea, as to equipment; in the former of

c2 whlch

sy oy ddyiosdils evsy 9dd oo
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whxch large ﬁnps? g}ﬁ%‘@ jlt and x receive thorough ‘

5.38di b

repai ;u?,?dgé%?fe %&é%g@lz%w Bfedsfax building

large fhips, and giy m% thorough, xepairs tecfrigates.
_eand 9003 03 QUIWS L 0 !
If ﬁxe arfenal at quthﬂeet fhould, h@?ege@ad, Iap-

I RS

3 zagwail
pre(}l ‘é’fzs prmcxpal ufe (e*ccluﬁve; of*;:ongammg the
. 3{\-’&&; \! s

fhips in ordmary,) muft be to fupply the defects of

the eaftern yards_x;_

and ﬁttmg {hxﬁps for the weﬁward on,achwlgmf the

x?gihméf time ﬁfually occup1ed in fhips goingrfrom

D.W V"“ o

the N01e to prthead or Plymouth, reforswvhzu:h difs

ferent winds are neceffary *. ,
capidi asdh

el gl hil»%h pig el S pniay ol : e
‘é{;, ,m}h% Sgpmmx{ﬁoners fay th'ai@i\:ii mi‘ﬁi‘fmay
make that paﬁ'agg w1th any wmd,\t*heyo;;{qﬁ mean,

RS

idg [l “;\A &

b KI‘g%is {xotumprobable thist s ﬂup tmgl/lt g fro'n Plymouth
to the Weft Indies,” while one was ‘getting from Gravefend to
Plymouth 3 the fuppoﬁtlon is not extravagant in the cafe
of a laggze} Enéa f war o ;the‘aciyanf,age o the> w’eﬁgﬁfiports for

fﬁ)

dockmg, fmall repalrs ax}d ﬁtlmg, for.all. { fervides ex%pt the.

Ntﬁ'?ﬂ ngéu h?t;x'iewgre mcontrovertible . Jeget faxlcd f\om’_

540

H@rgfmuth, j’m- \?f‘oreign” ’fex‘vfce, the e da; thaE C’olone}w
+forcy winder: Bis!ﬁéai@igéud3’5§§ South,

Crawfurd fpiled with the

1ii
Amerlca, from- Falmout Equ}é qccoun‘ﬁ?weﬁe@ﬁggqu from

th"EO 1he fgﬁtl?ward of tﬁe Lme, on the Eame@fay ’chat thc

Portfmouth fquadron failed from. Pk ';néuf ‘which port only-

they could reach, while the other croffed the Lme, and a fhip
came £1;ﬁ$);ri}t}teré gowhis SOl BThxé)u‘"H"ﬁppear the lefs
furpnzmg, if the. prevﬂence of wefterly winds'in the Channel is

I» fup-

t -cannot. anlwer, 51'"4-9rnfciack1ng~

'them t

- éxpedition to’ b ufed;:
nefs of at”PS;’tr mouti} ;

2 )
1 fuppofe, as far as the" Downes, ‘and- that only

41 i olody bus g wue
in moderate atid i%ttlé’ff‘%vgit er, 8not n?uf: to be

| ou afilgly s (2qidl 9y
-relied’ on’ Ly 2 &}ﬁﬂ ea n 3 owm ?o ‘the i le-

cacy oPtHes ﬁﬁvrga{xg ol rfﬁ% H % xxshs; ®

o

}”““YID'&O AH é{“

ownes the not
st Eoe /21'0’ Dj! [I‘)I
go doW'&iGihe Channel W1th '1 zvef’ce’x wm .

o

anoteh oy w, wm. OIS

c@hle“”ﬁezé{“%oi forﬁ
-ﬁone?sz%h“ which- Tam™ coﬁﬁ
i }11355

advani@ge as»ﬁthe 8r°ﬁnd'ﬁ0ﬂn Wffxff:h theY reflt i {}% not
ﬁated;mn“&theJAbﬁi.a& 03 210

peiafise o

t 1e Con IE)If-

1 %""13“71

o
de; g,b}ﬁ dif-

1. That fhips will be ﬁtted m the new yard i in half
the thgirg,s and at half the: expenee how mc’ﬁ?i%ﬁl

- - '\ o
TR N UBRETY },s’.i”-’i)

ki mode Qf returmng the ftores would enable

hem ?qbe ufed Again ; »which dat prefentis feldom
tbe Cm{ﬂ,m;\} Hen et o :s;,‘,:;. S5 sothp ‘19\*’}' ‘M

sz oads Al dmenses

ug 7 fi JHEIN

mﬁ g;;m}

b fi bo ’-'J’i H A x;m S X 159513 “xt 1¢m ﬂlall :
€ feen 1n ¢ e R ﬂpQ ts. I w1ll ;only fay-in thecmiean

sirolol) Aol

tlmE. vthglt‘l; Iheuld think it dlﬂicult formueh %i“éiﬁ%é '

wremis™ moth Se0nia

s th_an I ‘have been an QYe*Wlf‘"

33
RRivie gyl )'f .e‘!" ¢ BATAE :

bag 3”[:.«\, /lAi J N}l.f'

3 Oﬂiccrs would be IOORQnIi;ét fréewheﬁ ﬂﬂps are
paid off.—A thip bemg unrxgged in a ba'f in, mxght :

€3 ‘ ’ be
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be Mtxipped;;in; aq few-days . lefs, 'and the- ftores

_returne@lfoogen 1than rnna harbeun, butat Portf-

fh&p%asg;are hlgely tq be pald OﬁC at onge. o i

. s e g ddrefur
;{:g FLC VRG50S ?" #F

Thus far_ for the advantages expelted to be
derlved to the, nayy i frony. the new Navp] Arfenal,
| hemfa l15%, 1o, be, eife&eu by it Isy ceftimated. at
_ 5,900,0901 i the ﬁrﬁ; 15, YCars; and;an equal ft.un

-1n eyery, 15 years: after wal ds; ;to.arife from-—

i

Bulldmg 1ps mt e ng Ya‘ds; mﬁead 9,580,000

bl "iﬂf‘by Cotricks with private bmlder
\,}Bymakmg cordage and canvas

3,320 ,0CO

e et et

: 2
§ TN T SVR TR
: },5 !‘}‘%'7‘ RINTELT ot T &

oy e

W e :,{! TRYE e TICT R TR O £ )

T he, partlculars in, fupport of thlS eﬂ;xmate are
probably detailed . in the Report ;. 1, wﬂl,l tberefore,

‘ fupﬁpofeghe amount accuxately {tated AN the paper
fent. to me.., But i, that. cafe, it. yvould not be in

!‘my mmd a8 at prefent adv1fed an 11)duqement to
becaufe I beheve 1f

i "fuﬁiment accorn—

modatlon in. the ng s yards for.bmldmg the requi-

ﬁte number ,OfuﬂuPSs R CIRE e toT 10 SRR RN

The
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- The Commiffioners iy thise'thé st 168 hips
of - the lineandusf s gurt¥, - iifcludingothbrerbuile
in the Kinig?siyardsy oMdpehantstiyardspatd daleen

from the -enemy i ~th‘e'?>1-:8»*'-.«yearei~;p¥e~vieue'-§oﬂfﬂms

Report, which were fufﬁaent to carry our navy to

‘its then ﬂourlfhmg ﬁate, ‘amounted’ t&" 106‘ hod

as we have' s {lips in; . the prefent A6k Yardd For
thips of" the Ting, the.whole numb-er n‘eceﬁ'a‘ry'*migﬁt
be built“in’ thofe, ‘allowing edch to e moré tHan
three years in hand,- which muft be admitted to

be a reafonable time for feafomng If there are

not already fuﬂicxent ﬂlps in the ng s" rd
frigates, I fuppofe more may be provided: How far
it would be pra&lcable to get a fufficient ﬁrength of
artlﬁcers for carrymg on the whole of the new work,
and for the' repalrs ‘of the navy 3 [or §ia that could be
accomph{hed how far i it would Be prudent to enga’g"e
fo much larger a number than céuld be emploYed’
peace, T will'fiot” take up0n me to’ fay 'L remem-:
ber whéﬁ’*th Pegafe was taken‘"by Lord 1
cent in' 17§* Fy ity |

in 70 daysﬂ That- Was perhaps ‘hot? true nor; rf .

true, is xt 'meant to fugge{t tha it wo_uld_ B €x-
pedxent to attempt to follow fuch ‘an’exatiple s as
I have always underftood that one certain advan:

¢4 | tage
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tage of: buﬂdmg il the® ng s yards, is, that froms

gy é?{EcﬁO BPTHAE e “fh”iﬁs <A¥6 "ufually on the

(s SR RNy i€ e T fotféd“gnpc\i‘z)ﬁfequence of
IR ol GG ¢ TSR TelViEABIE thiah thofe

built more quickly in merchants’ yards,

Cordage mlgiitnﬁe mad n ‘the

i

Lf‘ L6 JL-F‘w’L..;
favmg o
VRN

prefent yards, nearly, i

OFISS 5'§;gi REs

1f fam l‘lngt in fup—
¢

iﬁof ing. it machx ‘
12«& d in thefe. T

CUOMYEC
ucmg a manufa&oxy
S{ogaeel oy e

.’I:

VOl JEOITE Z - J TSR
generally, there feems to be ferxous objeéhons and

Citevel Smish ady tesd Vhgy hemiradong:

' “the faving (if any) may be at Ileaﬁ as well effected

b Dovienfios 8

by the public elt bhﬁnng one or more *, under
;*iuu jfvo 10 o ;

erinten ants of its own in, the mof’c convement‘
5 vﬁlﬂ)JIénb *Nnx 5 00 DHaisol 2

kN
g’ ’:x(;i:; .

3

375
A2

,,Uuu\}\jll (.J~ " .

oyl gnvad

’n S
-‘,\ K\)

fituations that can be fol he mtrodu&bon into .
- ‘(mﬁ ST 10 YIS WU OUIGDhE A 40 ¥

yare ﬁof great numbe;j§ of men, wo enj and chil-

S3ELEYS BT ESY fg?“\.“ﬁ g )
drq? whq uft be empIo 43: manufac-
30 VJ,JJ.J‘ Qi SR 2y

7 DOE yIgHea zxw Mousd ol 10 oy

- §uch manufa&ure;{l mlght afford excellen% employment in
NPT rle S

the na’va‘l fchools, Wh1 have Ionrr feit anxious for the eftahi-

lehment of’

tory,

;;not ou1te, to a’xe ‘whole _
vextent, as in g‘lfhe néw Arfenal"k

.'rfenal \already alluded to

~:the party propoﬁng it to X
,,,,,,, 1O D8 el oJ 3‘ f £

withotit ha aving dul” reﬂe&ecf “the dﬁ

f attencfan on its adoptxon.

& .
. founa to,be erfonéous or irre
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~tory, would alope })e e ﬁggagﬂqvgz, %zg;g E& prgvent
mifchief therefrom, angh of, B fimg o i fope-

rior szﬁceli%émﬁl% l?%"rt@lfqywyg? i*gg‘%{f THe aﬁ”og h

“their morg impprtant.avocations, 8&%@% LERiY:
»_mg, &e. :

ebhasy I mg 9’10;’%11 :ﬂm ;

Thef@ are the reﬂe&:ons whxch haVe occurred to

:~JJ H \_'v

me »ﬁn F I r_gad the paper'”fefnt to me?f nll

LK "‘ {7 }'35”%"17

ken of
.5 NOI¥-

e:scept loofeLy, as one to \,whxch itﬁnught be ex- *

pedlent at fome tlme*or other to refort, no other

4 ,_,\_,.,j

- reafon occurred to me, therefore, agamﬂ: it, except

' l}eA ;:;;‘gu-

(% 3L

ZEY L

B Lo b ..‘* D,J 1;_/
Wlth ut 2 due examl atlon

thould
r 7S(VK} (:2

,be ’fcrutmlzed" thh ati leﬁft the_fame feverlty

= oy o

£y griysi ém

‘as fﬁofe ﬁated in fupport of one, ‘coficeive

s sitdoo ads g
e of reat ut1 xty

txes
phosied s b vl o e “"' AN wbm
‘Many of i mine may be

EESRROW HLSDE 1O 21wl fevantg f’f‘bc :\,

GEEL

39N 1,1,«

,mferlonfy ”'ofv ]U&él SheOR" dte ﬁ%ﬁje&“% tfflssz of
~the framers of the Report very ﬁrongly, and moft
égv fmﬁim\\ Dyoks ids [,m sotuPdsipnapy doy
~.unaﬂ"e edy pore wpfpﬁ l?,l; as It 1s }%& to be
‘fup‘ported by the authorlty of -feveral-gentlemen of

" the

i
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the very higheft refpe&ability, (two of whom I have
theigood ei"gﬁféQ&ié&ﬁﬁiﬁ&\‘ﬁ‘iﬁ%ﬁd\ﬁvally) ‘but who' may
.pzérhﬁﬁsa‘ihzwé vhad druvigw conlirthe beft poflible
afrabgements for: o Naval Arfenalywithout. wewhmg
concomitant circumftances *. With the fenfe of their
fuperiority {trongly imprefled on my mind, I ftill feel
that:fome £iés which 1-havé ftated defetive confide-
ratior ; becaufeTam confident that ftéam-en gines
milayBé applied insthe prefent: yardb ‘with' ‘gteat advan-
tage to: many: purpofes, fuch as the’ makmg cordade,
totherfawingcof timber, rolling and: forging copper
qradf}iikorﬁ working the cranes; and’ perhapéfor other

ufés. . Fhe {paces which they<would o¢ciipy, would

certainlyliin moft cafes,be muich lefs thani‘is .now.

takeh upsby the modein whichthe differeht articles
are pmanufiGtured. Wnder which ‘convifion, if
thias dhallisbé: admitted t6 be- ?:o:!i‘-‘éé’tg by competent
jud gie,fs{&ﬂflfi:ini'f‘ 3"q\‘31itéi‘i-fufé"the‘ffvlﬁéaf u‘:;'e"-i*ﬁ'{’ifbﬂte mpla-

tiondiflibuld:iot” be propofed ‘to ‘Parlianieit, tll a
careffulfurvey of ‘each yard; jasit ﬁé%ﬁ"‘*ﬁiiid’s, fhall

bestaken;: in- ‘ordero afcertaln what 1mprovements

- camiber ‘riade; in them: refpe&wely “on” which

fur\mys, wellgdlge&ed deﬁgns may be prepared for

s.r-:*; i *.«‘,"I,x 7: );?3' e K RSN
L Mr Rennie, AMy."I—qudarpa Mr. Mjrln'e a‘.‘d., Mr. Jeﬂfdph
the
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the future probable increafe of ;he impm\'remehts 5
}fo:that as the prefent;buildi»n-gsth‘alhd@g&j&,%@bmmy

[

;fuch ﬁtuatlons as, An, the 'end o reridewthm“whule

complet& i e

'lhe e’tpgpce of fuch furveys would*be»mcan-

gﬁderable,, ang one year.only. would -belofk . Ifsthe
refult, ﬂ}QuLd be:a . compLete« adoptxon ‘of: thes Nort’h.
fleet. plan,gthe perfon propofing: it-wouldsgo: tos Par-
-liament; Wlth;a;much better fanétion thanrthe,recoim-

.mendation @frthe‘Comxmﬂioners for; Naval Revifion,

highly -refpeé’cable as . their,. “authority » s - The

throwing,down: great and -extenfive buildings+in
- two.. dogk-yards,.as i propofed, ~which «liaye 'V;be'él.l
- eredtedizaty an 'immenfeﬁexpence,, Landjrfettmg Mp
‘others.op.a,new. fpot;of- ground;éven: if-ithe: ehax:ge

to be A1,;1;‘{;,1‘;;71;@;1_@;1,13911_1(1fbefoalfy;pne;hgxlﬁrgf iwhat,has
been flated,. would .-»furelyl~requife’vmuch‘&délibéfa»-
tion, " ifithe:refources of: the»country~were as’igbun-

- dant as. th;ayf.evclluvvere. -Of -thefe--do; not ~?mean

to fpeak w1th idefpondency ;. with proper manage-

~ment 1 am perfuaded they, will carry'-us through

all our dlﬂicultxes, whdtever their. durauon may be.

o \',' )

| I have
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1 I have not entered on the queftion alluded to

by the, Gommifioners;irelpedting  the comparative
SFISRPIY: Beswieentalk iworkdanid day-pay, becaufe,
g far, g%g}g;fg;rg@;ﬁgam be,adopted; it may be as

epfily, gene, ;p{)the old-yards as-in;2 mew one.

o I0I0Q A DA T
*xcg;lih(?n{?nl}’w Othﬁr POlﬂt teuchedmupon in the

abftra®, and that, but Alightly, oreldted to- Milford

'Haven but as the building fhips there is fuggefted,

capnot . xefifty recommendingyi thati) fome -enquiry

._)g he ignade before..any eﬁabl;lﬁ'-ment is:fixed for’

Q} tp wque;, the convemence sofifuch -a one can

hardly, arife, Q%O%z:éi‘@ Fabundanee\ of timber in the

neighbourhood s, as;L remember toshave heard, that

:byh{a,r the greater part ufed. for the wonftruétion
v,°£cx%12F:M‘1§9§{i Sk 4.-gungsbuiley gh§r§4~g-was {up-
plied from the foreft of Dean ; which would other-
wife have been carried to His Majefty’s yard at

Plymouth. - As af-l?,gli&fgl%;f_hip.s}zef-vfar,to refort to,

except a few on the Irith ftation, I fuppofe it has
feldom been; uf@d, except ,by_sﬁnps pumng in acci-
_deatﬁlkqu ol

g
<oyl o iaellal -

: ’}:sf‘x! ob 1as parghsiwomaos bas oo

R u\VﬁH}einﬁmb@m the late Mr. Greville :labouring g
mmﬁ'antly;durmg- twelve,years to obtain a naval efta-

blifhment

(29 )
blilhment there; but he failed -in'that, “though - he
fucceeded in: two otheridfcheitedfOF H4O berihit 'of
the port ;*in; one ofithé ¢afed) Herwpreat and W&Pe&
experice ‘to" théspublic. f’Al’ﬂ'an’g‘ f&l'“’itétfén”’wﬁs.
urged evento: makesitia: 'toBacc g “ “’“6t\v1v}ﬁ
ftanding its extreme inconvenience in pomt of

¥y

fituation  for:inipoting and - exportmg” ‘nd {that

there is'but litlé" home-trade near 1t. ol

ui 8t 918

1"\ 9‘.

If thefevé’r‘y fu@’é}ﬁézalremark haﬁd madw' ’all-x
‘contnbuée:ﬂnﬂfzmyi~degre‘e ‘toWardsﬂindiIt‘%fxg "yo‘u‘» to"
confidersthe Avhidléc fiibjede attentivaly, «ahdii8 hvil
yourfelf;isvhithous d‘é“l‘ﬁsr&* 8 £ thé belt Hdvics! Yot Ui
obtain asictd rtie! pradtic bility ofv‘°~1mprOVe1ﬁeﬁjt‘s§5
the prefénpoyards, ahd the Extent 13 %Whith tﬁei}e S
can bescarriedy F thall-thifik: «my tlrhe e
xll emplé&ed‘i’ ol 4 sl ol bailg

\\7 Hais { 34
L 03 TRV

3 sxﬂf‘ D‘VJGQ {')iz 7

¢ a& @nmomyi‘f‘i
osloqqut ¥ oo i1 53 oo wel 5 1qeoy '
THESEswerq the:obfervagions miade ta:Mfr.ﬁB‘ér-
ceval at the inftant of my rezding the papé[x‘fféhtv-"
to me by him ; and acknowledgmg as I do, that
therb is much forée in'§our! hérdﬂﬁp’*sfflﬁ‘feﬁfehts,
and in the arguments - in" fupport of: thcin I7am’

T Come-
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compelled to fay that if I had beeén: {o fortunate’as’

to have’had‘the benéfit of thofe, when writing to’
- theifieftTord ‘of ‘the"tiafiry, ' T thould ‘il have:
endésvistired “io prei’s’ ol his’inind the expediency:
of hsiing the fulleft’ pbﬁible mfermatmn refpelting
thé " iniptovements’ ‘which “Thay " be: ‘made ‘in the
prefent yards, before any' thing fhould be done
‘at Nbrthﬁeet * 5 becaufe without 'that'a'prop‘ei‘"
Judgment ‘¢snnot be formed of the extent to
Which' ‘the el “work; ~if - deCided ‘on, - fhould
b carviedy and’ s ufelefs eapence mlght other=
wife” be ‘Inom"‘r‘éd By its being! begun on a larger
ft:ale‘than xm'ght ultlmately be- deemed‘ neceﬂ'ary 3=
for +fach i enquiry, ‘men* mbié competent than
tﬁbf‘ementmned by YOUI" L‘ord{hxp* cannot-be found
in this couttry, tior Tbelieve in'thie worldt. Tt is
true that thefe gentlemen, or fome of them, have
aiz'ead)r examined the dock-yards, but not for the
pirpofeito véhich"T“iéﬁdeav%jufed"“ffd'“dire& Mr. Per-
céval’s® attennon. “The’ lmmedtate ob_leé’t I think,
ihdilld* 't‘o fhave corre& ﬁmreys made of each

vstl TR TS ‘f’ VAL

;15 l[ ]) “ ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ ‘3\;_:}’:; g o l . ‘
» Bven for the Works neceﬁ'ary for a dock-yard as fugge{ted
in p 47, i y"()ur Lol‘dfhlp s letter. o

o See p. 26; of this tra&t. PV
' yard
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yard as it now is, ‘that.it may be afcertained what

fteam-engines can be ere&ed,pand otheximprove-

~ments-made for the works, tg twhzch!!theycgle{glted

in the dock-yards; ‘and . th'ttuthey,tmay be,agra}n,&%d-
in fuch a manner,, as to; ;admit, :of thexrmbexge;ﬁ{s
béing extended, .as the further. increafe.of, the yards
may require.; i Lol

. ,;! PR »jf;,;; oo Q Py 8 i .
With the axd of fuch fut“veys,{weil .Uchge d

[

deﬁgns for the. future enlargement of, the *Arfenals
provement, fo thatx as the prefent bmldmgs deeayre
new ones may: be ere&ed in fuch ﬁtuatlonsasun the

end may render the whole complete,,»from the/want.
of whzch, I am afrald fome of the buildings. Jateli:

eretled in the dock.yards, have not been placed td
the beft advantage. P UE

It was an alarm at the expence of. the unders
taking, that led me to ftep out of my line,, td"ffab;
mit advice to. Mr. Perceva_lr 7 A_Concurrmg with,your
Lordﬂnp, as I do entlrely, € that the country can .
¢ never be ferved by a government of uncon—i
s¢ trouled departments, T thought 1t lmportant
that he fhould fatisty - hxmfelf of the neceﬁity of an

1mt‘nenfe expence being mcurred before he thould

give
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give his fan&ion to it 3 for which I was the more

anxxous, undera eonvxéhon, not thaken I muft con-
avpt vl Bl

fefsby angr thmg in your Lordﬂnp s letter, that the

or

voadis

favings to meet" the charge, ‘orin dxmmutxon of :1it,

‘ wﬂl Be extreiﬁely mconﬁderable. The eftimate, as

53\-«1, i

already

txced 1s near ly 6,000,000l } nothing is’

induded in’ that for defence; ‘and notwithftanding

({a

your Lo'rdﬂnp s remarks on the tl‘l ‘:nefe of the

v obfervahon refpe&mg the actual: expence ‘generally

exceedmg ‘the’ ef’umate, and }our reference to the

. works 5Iate1y executed by prxvate compames in the

rwer, I am perfuaded the arfenal would not be

finithed for any thmg like that fum- and ‘that I was

' gullty of no: exaggeratlon, when L fuggeﬁed to

Perceva] the probabxhty of an expendlture of
10 ooo,oool., mcludmg the extenﬁve fortifications.
‘ ld be requxﬁte for, 1ts defence~ without

neceﬂ'ary 'for the feveial pur pofes Wanted may be

erefted m' ‘t‘he prefent yards, ~and, tha there are ﬂrps

fufficient’ in thém fér ‘building all the lme-of—battle‘

fhips, the articles of faving wﬂlbereduced to- the

doubtful one of building frigates-and fmaller veffels

‘the
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the mooring chains, and the charge fog the men in
fot £183

ordinary, whofe wages_ wouk‘lﬂ be faved, b{ the Jh S

GRG0 IOV L T mm
being in a bafin, m{tead of ina, nver or arbeuro
S ﬁ Teis 5ri josir of
ome. mlfconge tlon uft have vaxled il
P ‘?{ J5YE msmp\ "3'{1"‘!3}"3 5 w?

: 2
about the plunder of Psores 3 no‘uewprpte}%t‘x}%n

which at the great ports of :outeﬁt has, be(—g} ithgugl%t:

1G0T
of. Inthe m{‘cgnces your Lordfhlp menuons o elght
months’ fea ﬁ:o,res\ avipg b been cog(uruje}dﬁtgg?ov%%e

fhips left the Nore, the grofs corruptx B g S)1;:; e

officers muﬁ hp.ve been notorgous, and it muf be

: q}{ “‘Q(‘

~ pun'{hed as a yvarnmg

x~y~ -/}r‘f r"{)‘

ne thers *,
1S :.‘y lini?rf s hadlion

On ef’umatlng the favmg aﬂﬁng fx‘omza rez'xt:“’
o "up Lues aﬁn’,

t
:"{"t‘ }r’\"r‘\ ’\(\" foR

% This faék. furely deferves as mo‘&,gmmute mxieﬂ}lgat,\qnmg?
have it afcer tamed whether the &ones alluded to were a&uall r

plundered, or wére & ticles that’ had: been*\i&bx‘kéd ‘gﬁ&f@ﬁf}i’mx i

fhip’s ufe ; this is the more 1mpmt;ant4,a§ sthe, CQ%&Q Tefex‘s
to more than one cafe. Mr. Colquhoun, whof\e{ dut}lorxt) i
quoted, ftates the plunder of ftores in the yards at Port{mouth,
Plymouth and Chatgbam at, 700,0301.}1 ea; ;. and as . he { pp-
pofes the value of thdfe 1’ the’ former (o be’ gr eaﬁef' m' ino{ﬁ]t

than the other twoghisieftimate of the- planden at, Fmt{?\put«h:;_

alone muft be nearly 400,0001 anuu'xllv, where riow, ‘at leaft,

there is as ‘much vxgllance ‘as- in dny ‘mereliahtd wareﬁ&@e' i
‘And in the T hames, he mengmns fome nvenp;rates [Wel,ghmg 7

fhip’s anchor off Rother,hnhe, in the nigllt, _wlth which they
a&tually rowed away in the plefence of the captam ; tellmg

"'lum what they had done, and withing-him a- (rood morning 1

D ' fome
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fome'-aﬂdwaﬁ(ie fhould be made for the charge to

bskEirred for keeping it in repair, Other confi-

- debikiERs; indéed,of a'much higher nature, thould

”'alfo%ﬁot{eféﬁfﬁé Attention j:to which 1 have flightly
:ili‘\ﬁaﬁgd’iiﬁ%iriy*"paper to Mr: Perceval, ‘namely, the

dangex“of fire' from ‘accident; or from an incen-

. di%{ry“ “fior” fhould “we exclude. from our mind
‘afftempté“ ‘that 'may' be: made by ‘an . enterprizing
: ehexﬁy, ifiduced thereto by the hope of deftroying a

large part of our navy at once ; as he will now be

able, unfortunately, to colle@ an immenfe force

"‘"ppoﬁte to the:mouth of the Thames, and within

2*4< or' 3o hours faﬂ froxn 1t, with ane. wind.

Havxng ftated : as concifely as I could my reafons '
"‘}for ‘thinking:that an enormous expence fhould not
bé fricirred; for a:new naval. arfenal to the extent .
i propéfed, Tram: ready to admit, that the means -of
. offenﬁve operations France: has acquxred by the

“:‘energy Wlth Wthh it has' eftablithed an immenfe

~arfenal at Antwerp, and by the acquifition of all

the - ports 'of Holland ‘we may probably be com-
pelled to keep a “much’ 1arger number of hne-of—
battle fhxps conﬁantly to the eaftward, than have
hltherto been found neceﬂary, in Wthh cafe the

.....

prefent
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prefent Eaftern Docks may:not:be-found. adequate
for repairing and refitting the fleets to bs.gmployed
in thofe feas, with: a fufficient degres,of, expsdition,

fo as effeGtually - to -fupply.. the,-deficiency; ogf ;1 sthe

yards at Chatham-and “Sheernefs for.that feryice.

-But 1 {till feel confident, ‘that,abe_fox:e;ithe\, lz\;fg.g;,:.or'

the narrower fcale is ﬁnall:y«;decid,ed'jon,-._a_n ac.gix_,l_;:ate

furvey of the: prefent yards:fhould be- rr,x_a(gi_ﬁ_}g?}n;dsf

that ' detailed plans .for their. .i;mpmvemen;% thould
be given*, = ' ;

it

When your: Lordfhlp obferves, “ that fomev

6 enlargements have been made: to .the., yards.

« within the fpace of time I am fpeakmg of
« (that -is:'from the reign: of Henry VHL. to the
¢ prefent year); and that fome: fe;yv;dgcksy‘;anda;ﬂibps
¢ have been radded; - and+fame »ftorehoufes; g;b;iilt,
¢ but that' theadditions:have by no me;ei.ns:srliept
¢¢ pace withithe augmentations of- our, navy; tyou

hardly do ]ufhce to thofé who have preﬁded 10 our

* I am aware of the opmlon of the Commlﬁioners f01
Naval Revifion, quoted in p. 28. of the Letter;” and of~ the

reference to the: Reports of Meflrs. Jeﬁ'op and others, in p. 29. .

but it is the report of fuch "civil engineers, and detailed Pl'lna
from aftual furveys, that I wih the Minifter to be ‘in
pofleflion of, after the attention of thofe gentlemerx fhall h'uc
been called to the precife point in view,

D 2 ; naval
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naval deparm'ents for nearly threc centuries, An-

'derfon; in his Hiftory of Commerce, f ays: ¢ How

¢ muchthefe dock-yal ds, {torehoufes, &c. {in Kent)

i ,‘

<« haye been mcrewfed and improved fince Camden’s

‘even fince the firft edition of Bifhop
« (ibfon’s “ Additions in 1692, would require a
« volume fully to defcribe : and there are enlarge-
< ments, as’ Well as very ufeful ‘and beautiful im-
“"‘provements, conﬂantly meking to thofe places,
¢ '{‘and alfo to the two famous ports of Portfmouth
« ahd Flymouth »_Your Lordthip indeed ﬁates
that the’ latter was formed in the reign of King
'\/Vxlhamandl have already obferved that, fince the

end of the feven years ‘war, the yard-at the foxmor
has béen" enhrged more than one-third ; and addi-

'tlonsmade in it of feveral docks, bafins, and very

e*{tenﬁve ﬁorehoufes, with other very confiderable
1mprovements. ‘With the modern additions and

improvéments in fome of the other yards I am not fo

- well acquainted, but T believe they have been exten-

five. If meafures have not been taken for deepenmg
the water at the bar near the fpit, at the entrance of
the harbour at Portfmouth and for mcreaﬁng the
back-water to prevent the future increafe of the bar,

no more time I think fhould be loft in attempting
works

¢ 37 )
wrsr ks of fuch infinite 1mp01tance ;unlefs, they have

been deemed mlpxaé‘clcable by competenp Judgegr

‘i‘f rrf

The ufe of Northﬂeet as aport of‘out ﬁtb woold'

51

be conﬁned to the eqmpment of the ﬂnps employed
to the eaftward ; for. thofe on chann«.l and foxelgn

fervice it -could not be rendered fervxceable, on

account of its diftance, and the prevalence ¢ of the

wmd in the fouth-weflt quarter: durmg two. thlrds
of the year : ﬂnps would ‘get from the Nore (as I
obferved to Mr. Perceval) to the: Downs w1th almoﬂ:

any wind in moderate weather:*; but there they would

be likely to be detamed frequently f01 fnany weeks,‘

in an extlemely bad anchoraae, with the wmd at
fouth-welt or {outh fouth-weft ; durmg whlch tlme
there mightbe a preﬁincr urgency for employlng them.
In the early part of the year the wind prevgfrls from
the eaﬁward which, would on, the other hand, pre-
vent the {hlpsof the '_We{’_cem ;rnd kfore;gni{qugdrons,
from gettin‘g'to the:river, to Dbe fitted.

Not being able to. form a con}e&ure 'about the

hat_u_re_ of the plan for makmg the pmpo[ved‘a‘rfenal

by fubfcription under private management, I can

* Sce p 20, 21, of vthyis Tra&,

offer
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offer no.opinion refpc&mg it : fuchia one,_ IlO‘WeVei”,‘
as holds out the profpect of the advantages of- avoid«
'mg the necef‘ity of advancmg the caprial and the
#ifk of bad wokaanﬁnp, enﬁmng at- the'fame time
the fpeedy completron of i ity {houId not be reJec‘ce(f
on-account of the novelty, or even the xmprobabzhty3
of its fucceedmg, without fall dehberatxon. Cod

I have thus, in the nnd(t of very preﬂing engagea v
ments m pubhc buﬁnefe, ran very haﬁlly over thé fe-
veral pomts in your Lordﬂnp sletter, i m the hope only
of contrlbutmp‘ towzu ds fatlsf’ymg the pubhc of the
proprlety of further enqmry, before we embark in
an 1mmenfe e*{pence 5 fubmlttmg to the judgment
of others, with great deference, the- conﬁderatlons,
whxch have occurred to me, as to the expedlency,
or rather the neceﬂity, for' the extended work fo

_eal ne{’cly recommended by your Lordfhrp

I have the honour to be, mfy;}Lordg
Your molt obedient, and

h very humble fetvant, © -

: DR GEORGE ) O‘S‘E
Mirch rgthy - vn 0o o lom e DD o

e A
. P

. Strahan and Prefton,
- Brinters-Street, L.ondom




