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- Scots, or thirteen thillings and four

- o Edinburgh did exceed the rates -and

Sterling per botl, ‘weighing eight ftones Troys,

'MEMORTIA L

| _ FOR THE
MERC HANTS TRA DER s,

UFACTURER g
G L A S G o w.
BE FORE ‘the union of the two kingdoms,
' Scotland was vefted: with the power of
prohibiting the importation of victual into Scot
and fcarcity; Pparticularly of oatmeal

the privy council of
fufpending the laws
land in time of dearth
» When it exceeded eight pounds
pence Sterling’ per boll,

But the powers of the privy council of Scotland being taken aviray
by an attin the fixth year of the reign of her late Majeﬁy Queen

Anne, the prohibitory 1aws-could not be fufpended i—therefore an

act was pafled in the fourteenth year of the reign of hisate Méﬁjeﬁy,

King George the Second, intituled, ¢« An a& for licenf;
“ portation of victual from Ireland, and other pa
“into Scotland, in time of deart

ng the im«
ond the Seas,

¥» and exchequer in Scotland,

were vefted with the powers of fufpending the faid prohibitory laws,

at any time, when the current prices of victual in the county and city

prices therein mentioned;

Particularly, when oatmeal exceeded thirteen thillings and four pence
Before pafling this ac, the price of oatmeal, which, from the

union to that time, had generally run from ten fhillings and eight

. A

h and fearcity;” by which the
- judges of the court of feflion, jufticiar
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pencé, to twelve fhillings Sterling per bell, did, in th; Z:; fetr;:;
teen hundred and forty, rife to the enoxmous il)rl,}cleuorh en znfd;
fhillings and four pence Sterling per boll, V{‘}nf.t _(()lhi,, ‘the_forme'r
fed, that the powers given by that gé’c, of fu pin d.g’et  forme

rohibitory laws, were of great advantage to _SfOt m_] Y P; . fy
p ts; the law was always confidered as gnevous': Firft, Becaufe
refpe&s,"t e 2 licence to import was attended with confiderable
- Obmlmr;gdjl’a Secondly, That the importation was regulated
ixpt?: ep:it(es of Z;)rn in the county and_.%cflty of’ ‘Edinl;urgh,t ;l/vheire
tlzre prices of corn were generally about a i.ifth parﬁs ;)nvi:-e Wzr;c OI;
Glafgow, and other trading and manufa&urxx}g towé o the well of
Scotland. Thirdly, It was required; as a-rrece{fary.qua Tf »ﬂ,muld
r{ons who were to give evidence as to the prices of corn |
ﬂ']e'Per O{Tﬁ' on of a landed eftate of four hundred pounds Scots ,pe('
be 0 PZf e\%;lued reiit. Fourthly, The judges were impowered, once
'fmm”” hirty days, from the time that fuch fufpenfion had taken
e, o :: Ee};ﬁ' fuc,h fufpenfion, in cafe the prices did not then ex-
e a'ceé mentioned in the at; which, from the fhortnefs of
:fxzdtitrzz Pvl;'las in fome degree equal to a prohibition to import corn
: orei even from Ireland.
fm’?ha'f(::xlri?}c(;:l?;i:eirc}f, under which Scotland has {o long I-aj.
bouréz,gwere in fome degree alleviated by n::m}; t:;x;;;z;zj;:;te;
‘ 1 : rears, permittin .
P(frf (312?;12%6;}16]{36111: {t)chzzelns:v};s}nm h}:ving fully an{i}’wciedftgetwie
e of th i i ] racioufly pleafed to re-
intentions of the legiflature, his Majeﬁy was gracio 'y pleated 1o -
‘ ‘ o both houfes of parliament, to take into c'on }
:ﬁ? }I:ilgzdptrice of provifions, and, as far g:s hur}xzand -Ei?l%?o;o?éi
£0, to apply fuch remedies as might allevxate‘t e di

o ion, an a@ was made in the
' In confequence of this recommendation, -an alt was ma
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thirteenth year of his prefent Majefty, intituled, ¢ An a& to ye-
¢ gulate the importation and exportation of corn;” by which it is
enacted, that, from and after the 1t of January, 1774, all cuftoms
and duties formerly paid refpectively on wheat, flour, rye, peafe,
beans, barley, beer, bigg, and oats, imported into Great Britain, are
repealed; and, in lieu of thé former duties, very fmall duties are
impofed during the continuance of the refpe@ive prices therein men-
tioned; particularly, whenever the price of middling Britith wheat,
at the ports and places where wheat {hall be imported into Britain,
{hall appear according to the methods directed by law for afcertain-
ing the rates and prices of corn and grain imported, #o e aty or g-
bove, forty-eight fhillings per quarter, that then only a duty of
fix pence per quarter fhall be laid upon all wheat; or whenever the
price of middling Britith oats thall, in like manner, appear ;e" be at,
or above, fixteen fhillings per quarter, that then a duty of two pence
per quarter fhall be laid upon all oats. '
By this att it is alfo declared Jawful to import oatmeal into any
port or place in Scotland, where the price -of oatmeal does exceed
the price of fixteen thillings per boll, weighing eight flones Troys.
By this ac, the powers formerly vefted in the judges of the courts
of feflion, jufticiary, and exchequer, are declared to ceafe and de+
termine; and that thereafter the theriff, or fteward-deputes, of thé
feveral fhires or ftewartries in Scotland, within which there are
ports and places for the importation and exportation of goods and
merchandifes, or their fubftitutes, thould, and they are thereby autho-
rized and required, four times every year; that is to fay, upon the
firft day of November, firft day of February, firft day of May, and

firt day of Auguft, or as foon after as may be
vene before them,

upon their oaths

» to fummon and con-
two or more honeft and fubftantial perfons, and
and by fuch other ways and means as fhall feemto
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them proper and neceflary, to examine, inquire into, and determine
the common market prices of middling Britith corn and grain, and
oatmeal, as the fame may be bought in their refpective counties or
frewartries, and to fix and afcertain the fame by proper acls and
determinations. , ‘ oo o
The Memorialifts, and all Scotland, were happy to find them-
felves in all refpeds, except thofe to be afterwards noticed, treat—
ed on an equal footing with his Majefty’s happy {ubjects in Eng-
land. They were relieved from the former tedious and expen-
five mode of application, for obtaining a licence to import; the
importation is regulated according to the rates and prices of corn in
each county, without regard to the county or city of Edinburgh; the
ports muft remain open for three months; and any honeft or fub«
ftantial perfon is declared to be a legal evidence, though he is not
poffeffed of a landed eftate of four hundred pounds Scets per an-
num of valued rent. : » ‘
In thofe refpe@s they felt the bleflings of Englifh liberty; but
with refpet to the article of oatmeal, the bread of by far the great+
eft part of the inhabitants of Scotland, they were ftruck with afto-
nifhment to find the import price raifed one fifth higher than for-
merly; that is, from thirteen fhillings and four pence to fixteen

thillings per boll, contrary to the humane recommendation of his
Majefty; whereby the diftrefles of the poor, in place of being alle-
viated, were greatly increafed; whilft, at the fame time, the import
rate of wheat and wheat-fiour, the bread of England, was reduced
two-fifth parts; that is to fay, from four pounds per quarter, to
forty eight fhillings per quarter, ' '
They felt, with indignation, that more regard was fhown to the
borfes of England than to the men of Scotland——thirteen {hillings
and four pence per boll of oatmeal, not fixteen fhillings, being the

~land.
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nedrelt correfponding price to fixteen thillings per quarter for oats:
-and, as if the face of the poor of Scotland had not been eﬂ:e&oalt‘f-’
grinded, the import price of oatmeal muft exceed, whilft it is ?aﬂ?
‘cient that.the import price of oats is at, or above the rate reféribud‘ ‘

In another refpect, Scotland, in this law, was-ﬁ@ttrezted edi
equal foeting with England; for though wheat and ali e
may be imported, when the duties,
-due, and may be landed without. payment - i
houfed under the joint locks of tlzepa} e and e e end ware.

King and the im

s ) > ar mporter, and a-
-gain re-exported; yet the benelit of thofe falutary provifions are nog
extended to oatmeal.. ' |

<. This law having, paffed througb-both houfes of
the Memorialifts had received fufficient inform
they, and almoft all the\bor-oughs in' Scotland, d
deflion of parliament,

other grain
not:repealed by this adt, thall be

parliament before
ation concerning i,
id, in the then next
- ‘prefent a-humble petition to the houfe of coma
mons, praying, that theimport rate of oatmeal might
thirteen thillings-and four pence per-bolly as formerly; and to b
allowed the liberty of ware-houfing oatmeal in the famg mar i
other grain; but the honourable houfe, .not having t trin
of a new law fo lately paffed, were f)lea
their petition,

At a time when the Memorialifts were inten
‘to Yemonﬁ;ate‘ to parliament for redrefs of the grievances alread
»nf)txced, they have feen, with equal concern and at;%on}vfhment Iealvi
“given .to bring in a bill to'amend and render more effectual tv:ro aa&"
‘made in the thirteenth and fourteenth.year of the reign of his-prei

-fen(it Majefty, in fo far as relates to‘the regulating the importation
an . . . .
exportation of corn in that part of Great Britain .called - Scot-

be reduced to

a-{ufficient trial
fed to-refufe the defire of

ding again humbly

- By this bill it is propofed, that the power-of reguldting ~the""’ia;xx&
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portation and exportation of corn fhall again be vefted in the judges
of the court of feflion and exchequer, in the {ame manner as they
were authorized by the a& in the fourteenth year of his late Majefty
King George the fecond: the fame tedious and expenfive mode of
application for a licence to import is to be again introduced; the im~
port rate is to be determined according to the market prices in the
county and city of Edinburgh; the evidence of perfons of landed
eftate alone are to’betheld as good-evidence; and it {feems to be in-
tended that the ports may be fhut in thirty days after a Ticenfe is
granted for.importation; and, to thefe hardfhips and inconvenien=
ces, already long felt and complained of, is fuperadded a new one,
by which the importation:of oats is regulated by the price of oat-
meal. ' . o -

It is with great .grief that the Memorialifts obferve an attempt
-made to feparate Scotland from England in alaw of all others the
amoftimportant. Subjeéts of the fame King, and under the fame le-
giflature, they.confider it as their glory,.and as the beft fecurity for
their liberties, to enjoy the benefit of the fame laws which have ren~
«dered England the happieft and the moft flourithing country in the
ayorld.—Trufting to be:fheltered under the wings of Englith liberty,
they demand it as their right and privilege te be treated on an equal
footing with the King’s Englith fubjects. v

There is no reafon in juftice or expediency for making the prices
at Edinburgh the rule for regulating the importation for e/l Scot-
land.—Edinburgh is fituated in the heart of the richeft corn coun-
try in Scotland — Glafgow in the pooreft; and whilft the one city
:may be blefled with plenty, the other may be almoft reduced to a
frarving condition.—Famine may be the fate of Argylefhire. And
.as -every county in England has the valuable privilege of being re-
gulated in the importation of corn by the prices-in each county,
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- importation becomes neceflary; which is,

71
they humbly hope the fame liberty will not be denied to the counties:
of Scetland. : : ’ :

It was not.to be expected.that the old mode of afcertéininrr the.
prices-would have been. revived, after the legiflature had decl‘cz)lred :
that it had been found to be attended with-great inconvenience, anc;
was inconfiftent with- the principle of the late a. . And now this
bill fets out with declaring, that the late act had been found liable to-
many i*t?conveniences, and that it hath been found, by experience,
that taking a proof of the prices of grain at Edinburgh, in order to-
regulate the importation and exportation: at all the portsr»in:Scotd
land, is preferable to the mode eftablithed by the laft a&;

"The-Memorialifts areat a lofs to reconcile declarations fo oppofite
to one another:. they have not feen, nor have theyheard of any in-
co?ven-iences arifing from:the late all, other than' that the ifnpori:'f
price of oatmeal. was raifed: a fifth. higher. than formerly; and.that.
they were denied: the liberty of ware-houfing it,. | d
- It eannot be confidered as a. Juft ground of complaint againft the
Iafe act, that it has pleafed God to blefs Great Britain and TIreland.
with greater plenty for thefe two laft than in the preceeding eighteen
years; gnd that the prices of corn, in confequence of chf plenty;.
have been reduced.—Though this may appear a misfortune to mer: |
of narrow notions, and illiberal views; yet to every perfonwho has
a wifh for the intereft and profperity of his country, it muft -be‘ob:vi-
ous, that the riches of a country confift in the quanﬁty-of its produc&"
not in the price at which it is fold.—The fame nurﬁber of i)ollrs"roig
oatmeal, or other grain, will maintain the fame number- of perfons;
whether the price it is fold for is ten fhillings or fixteen fhillings ‘e;
boll, and the fame quantity will be produ inten

: ced—The evident aten.
tion of this bill is . vident inten

to raife the prices of corn every year in which an.
in effed, laying a grievous
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tax on the confumers, to be put in the pockets of a few landed men
to the extent of the whole produce, and into thofe of foreigners to the
extent of the quantity imported.

The'legiflature have wifely allowed the perpetual‘importation of

becf, pork, butter aid cheéfe from Ireland into Britain; and if that
regulation is a falutary one to both countries, the Memorialifts are at
a lofs to difcover the principle upon which it is not extended to
corn.—Ifit thall be faid that the Irith do not pay the fame high taxes
as the Britith .do, and that therefore they ought not:to be allowed
the benefit of the Britith -market, in competition with the Britith
landed intereft; ‘it is afked, upon what principle the “importation of
Irith linens is allowed, in competition with Britith manufactures:
but the Memorialifts would not here wifh to be underftood to exprefs
their difapprobation of the-liberty of importing Irifh linens.

The Memorialifts beg leave to-cdll the attention of -all rarks of
men to this important obfervation, That whenever provifions are
plenty and cheap, manufaures fourith.—Whenever they are {carce
and dear, manufaQures decay. And the truecaufe of the prefent flou=
rithing: ftate of manufactures, in every part of Britain, is the plenty
and cheaper price: of -provifions, with which the kingdom ‘has been
blefled for thefe two laft years, notwithftanding of one great fource
of its confumption being dried up, by the unhappy war with its co-
lonies.—That man muft be dead to the feelings of humanity who
would with to add to.the calamities of war, dear provifions, and the
confequent decay of manufatures. ’ Lo

It is indeed of little importance to the.commercial and manufacs
turing intereft ‘of Britain, what is the price of provifions, fo be it,
Britain can be fupplied with provifions on the fame, or nearly the
fame.terms with the other nations in Europe who are her conipeti-’
tors in trade.~FHer natural advantages—Her happy conftitution—
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Her fuperior fkill and induftry will ever enable her to carry on
her trade and manufa&ures, in competition with her rivals, when
the is fupplied with provifions on a level with other countries
with the<arriage and rifque of tran{portation from the foreign coun:
try added tojit; and this end may, at all times, be attained, b
la\zv allowing the free importation of provifions, or at a low li’miz;(gi1
pnce.'——:-This is the true and the natural price which the landed
man is intitled to receive, and the manufaurer is able to pay.

Af!.;er having thus flated the two great obje@ions to this biil viz
The import rate of oatmeal being raifed above thirteen fhil;in s
and four pence per boll, and the market price of Edinburgh beir;g
the‘ rate for all Scotland; the other objections to the prefent billg
2;1;13;;1:% been already mentioned, {hall be again juft brought un-

Firft, That the mode of application to the courts of feffion and e
che.:quer is tedious and expenfive, and is not equal to the mode .
fcmb‘ef;l by the prefent law, by which the theriffs of the ref] eél‘i're—
counties are authorized and required to afcertain the prices-of cirh Wi
fm‘xr ftated times in the year, without the neceflity ofany a pli t3 }
being made to them for that purpofe, preton

Secondly, The qualification of a witnefs to be poflefled of a landed
eftate of four hundred pounds Scots per annum of valued rent n .
abfurd as it is unjuft, for any honeft or fubftantial perfon is e
ble and as good an evidence asa landed man, : el
. Tl.urd]y, The time limited for opening the ports to thirty d
1s evidently too fhort for importing corn from Ireland andr)rrx ay; ,
from other foreign countries.—Nay the time limited to t’hree m:rl;teh N
:fi [t}l;e IEKN ftands at prefent, is by much too fhort: but the MemoriS:
Engﬁ;}vllm::.)t complain when they are treated on an equality with

‘ B
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Laftly, The propofal to regulate the importation of oats by catmeal
is cruel and oppreflive, and is creating an invidious diftinction be-
twixt England and Scotland; for the price of oatmeal in Scotland may
be under fixteen fhillings per boll, when the price of a quarter of
oats may be eighteen or nineteen fhillings; fo that oats, which may
be imported into England when the price is fixteen fhillings per
quarter, cannot be imported into Scotiand until the price is two or
three fhillings higher than in England. When the late a& was de-
pending in parliament, a Scotch member propofed that the import
price of a quarter of oats fhould be rated at eighteen thillings. It was
{hrewdly faid by an Englih member of parliarnent;——“ No, Sir, we
¢ will not flarve our manufalurers, but you may do with yours
“ as you pleafe.”—It would have been noble, if he had faid, we
will neither ftarve our manufacurers, nor will a Britith Houfe of
Commons permit you to ftarve yours.

The Memorialifts thall only further obferve, that if any nomi-
nal diftinGion was juftifiable in the law betwixt England and
Scotland, it ought to have been allowed in favour of the latter in
the article of wheat; for it is a well known fa&, that a quarter
of wheat in Scotland is of inferior quality to the wheat of the
fouthern parts of England by five thillings per quarter; fo that, in
{irict juftice, the import price of wheat ought to have been rated at
{ive thillings per quarter lower in Scotland than in England. But
the Memorialifts will not complain, where there is even an appear-
ance of their being treated on an equal footing with his Majefty’s
fubje&s in England. «

Upon the whole, the Memorialifts are perfectly fatisfied with th
law as it ftands at prefent, provided amendments be made to reduce
the import rate of oatmeal to thirteen fhillings and four pence per
boll, as formerly, and that liberty be given to ware-houfe and re-ex-
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port oatmeal, under the fame reftriGions and regulations as other
ig}:al'lg nofx: have they any objeGtion to the powers now vefted in the

eriffs of S - bei:
cotland being transferred to the quarter feffions,

i b
which the law of Sc a1 ) y
England. cotland will be more nearly aflimilated to that of

COUNCIL-CHAMBER,
GLASGOW, 2d May, 1777.
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