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“Ar the Second Annual Meeting of the Members
of the ScorTisu AcapEmMY oF PaInTing, SCULPTURE,
AND ARCHITECTURE, held on the 12th November 1828,

the following Gentlemen were elected Office-Bearers for
the ensuing yéar, viz.

GEORGE WATSON, Esa. PRESIDENT.

WILLIAM NICHOLSON, Esa. SECRETARY.

THOMAS HAMILTON, Esa. TREASURER.

éOUNCIL.
PATRICK SYME, Esa.

SAMUEL JOSEPH, Esa.
JOHN EWBANK, Esa.

WILLIAM SHIELS, Ese.

To any of whom Communications may be addressed.

-

EDINBURGH :
PRiNTED BY P. NEILL.




_ CLASSES OF DONORS AND. SUBSCRIBERS |

TO THE

SCOTTISH ACADEMY

OF

PAINTING, SCULPTURE, AND ARCHITECTURE.

1. Each Subscriber of Twenty-Five Guineas, or
upwards,tobe called an HONORARY MEMBER,
and to have free admission to all Exhibitions
of the Academy for himself and three ﬁz’ends

Jor life; also access to the Library, Collec-

tion of Casts, &c. at certain periods, to be af-
terwards specified. '

II. 4 Subscriber of Ten Guineas will be entitled
lo free admission Jor himself and one friend,
to the Annual Ezhibitions of the Academy
Jor life. |

III. 4 Subscriber of Five Guineas will be entitled
2o Jree admission to the Annual Exhibitions
of the Academy for life.
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. 1V. Donations of Paintings, Prints, Books, Casts,

b Art, will be preserved in the Rooms of the
Academy, with the names of the Donors at-

tached.

N. B. "The leading ’obje'cts of the Scorrisn Acaprny wil
be found detailed in Appendix No. III.

Architectural Models, and other objects of N

REPORT.

Ix presenting their First Report, the Council of the
ScorTisH ACADEMY OF PAINTING, SCULPTURE,
AND ARCHITECTURE, conceive it altogether unneces=
sary to enter into any defence of the establishment of
aSociety of Artistsin this city, for the promotio of the
Fine Arts. It could not indeed fail to excite surprise
among strangets, that a people so eminently distin-
guished in the paths of literature and science, should
have so long continued to evince an almost total indif-

ference in regard to the progress of those Arts, the suc-

cessful cultivation of which had shed so bright a lustre

- on other countries.

‘Scotland having at léngth; however, beén . roused
from her apathy,—the Fine Arts having begun to
engage public attention, and to be fostered by public
patronage, it would surely have exhibited to the world

‘astrange and unnatural phenomenon, had the Scottish

artists, at such a crisis, remained indifferent 'spectators,
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or failed to avail themselves, to
power, of the progress of pubhc taste and liberality, to
suits those advantages

secure for their professional pux

which they enjoy in every other civilized country. It
seemed, moreover, the more incumbent on the Artists
to bestir themselves, when their
had already set them the example, by fo

Institution for the encouragement of

Scotland, which, although me

plan, may still, under Judlclous and

nagement, render them very essential service:

therefore almost unnecessary to state, that the Scot-
tish Academy was organised under 2 deep 1mp1ess1011,
d the great body of |

—an impression which pervadec dertak
: =4 undert; O . . .
Lo aking—and which may justly be considered o
as

Artists in Edinbur gh, including those associated with
the Institution to which allusion has just been made—
that a Society of Plofessmn al Artlsts was ab 1ength |

imperatively called for.

" The Council deernt it super

ter on the history of cer tain

ceded, or immediately followed, the - establishment

of the Aeademy ~These - thi
-disclogiire, should cireumstances ¢

i ever. they shall see the hi
guiious and not uiinstructive

tory of the Fine . Arts in Seoﬂand Nor:

- Counieit. occupy ’che time and abtentmn of the Men-

the utmost of their

friends and patrons
rming an
the Fine Arts in
cessarily limited in its
enhghtened ma-
S (AR

ey 1ese1ve for future
all for them; and
ght,  they . will form 8
e ‘ Chapter. in the His

wxll the

9
bers with unprofitable discussions respecting th e
;;gr (}))1 eipedlency of es‘eabhshmg an ffcad:;:;cesu
inburgh. 'They have._ever "
gm.nene tjrged against it. which 1Z:1t1:ia;dsa ey
tation ; and they conceive they may be ere:l(;us e
better purpose than in attempting to remo iy
lesi;ea}zs, or eradicate narrow-minded: pregugfcfsround-
o 11:) d’ehe;e_ fewkprefa‘tory remarks, the Council pro-
to dise kargethelr duty, by presenting a brief
Ccloun'c of the proceedings and ‘progreés ifathneiac;
em N
” Zeﬁaief;:: n:ntermg on details, however, they cai—
St congratulating the Members on the
uished success which has hitherto attended their

affordi st cheeri
: .eg a most eheermg prospect for the future, .

After a consid ' . g L
a considerable time had been spent in
“bex N ma-

' S L turing SO
fuous at present to en- .- g the Plan, and framing such 1egu1atiohs { ap
: as ap-

oceurrences which “pre-

: Ifeue;l e:sentlal at the commencement the first
meet-
| ng 0 the Academy was held on the 27th May 1:;2

. whe

" t;ll :heeaﬁfii::-bealers and Council were elected. One

e s objects of . attentlon with the Councll

f’ o Wh hp re a draft of a Charter ‘of Incorpora-
» which they hoped would receive the Royal fanc-

=9

on. Th
et&ﬂed e hlstmy and 1esult of their appllcatmn are
in the course of thls Repmt and some
im-

ortant
ant documents will be inserted in an Appendix

A2
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. A leading design of -the Academy being to exhibit
annually the Works of living Artists, no time was lost
in. making arrangements:. v the - first Txhibition.
Rooms adapted for the puipobe ‘were - procured in
Waterloo Place, and handsomely ﬁtted up for the

‘réception of Pictures.

The- Council cannot look back on the result of their

first experiment without the highest satisfaction. Not
only-did all the Members of the Academy display un-
remlttlng zeal and 1ndust1y, but then cause was warm-
ly espoused, and gener ously supp01 ted, by Scottish ar-
tists resident in the sister kingdom, and likewise by
 many distinguished English altlsts '

. The first Exhibition was opened on the 1‘7th Febl U

ary 1827, and,contamed, as wlll be seen on a reference
to the Catalogue, 264 Pictures, and 18 Works of Sculp-
ture, furnished by 67 Astists. 'The result shewéd' that
the labours of the Academy were not viewed with in-

difference by the pubhc
At the close of the Fnst EXhlblth'n, the accounts

stood thus = = S
" Receipts of Exhlbltlon, £ 35019 6
»,Subscnptlons and Donations,... 456 15 0
:_‘Amount ...... £807 14 6 )
D1sbursements,..’.‘.\.....‘..;..\....‘... : 4«90 0 61

Balance, £ 317 138 11?13 :
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The sum of £506 was realised from the sale of
Pictures ; and many orders were received by the mem-

bers of the Academy. =~ .
‘ Duung the summer of 1827, the Councﬂ contmued

then stlenuous eXeltIOIlS to advance the obJects of the
Academy. A plan havmg been ploposed for the im-
provement of the Exhibition Rooms, and approved of,
it was, at a very considerable expense, carried into ef-
fect, and space théreby provided for the _rece'pﬁon of a
greater number of pictures, as well as. the "nvleans of

displaying them to greater advantage.

The Second Exhibition of the A¢ademy was open-
ed on the 8th of February of the present year. The
number of Pictures it contained was 309, and of Works
of Seculpture 16. These were. furnished by 104 Ar-

tists. ~ This the Council believe to be the most nume-

rous Exhibition of Works of Art which has ever taken
place in Scotland. During the season, the 1eceipts
amounted to £ 500, 10s. 6d, and Pictures to the
amount of £ 490, 12s. were disposed of. ;

When the genetal pressure of the times since the
establishment of the Academy are‘takelil into account,
aswell as the formidable ’com’pe"cition it has had to en-
counter, the share' of public support which it has re-
ceived is alike honourable to the taste and liber ality of
the Metropohs of Scotland.
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| At the close of the Second Exhibition, the .state of
the Funds was as follows

,Balance from last year’s Account £317 13 111
Recelpts of Exhlbltlon, e 500 10
’Subscrlptlons, QC. +iveieiriiireeee e 220 10

Amount, .............. i, cverienn £1088 14

Disb ts, incl 503 10
is ulsemen s, inc udmg expense} 503 10

~ “of application for Chal ter,

Balance,, £535 3 113

. The incidental expenses :Zat'_tendant on the .com-

-mencement of such .an undertaking were necessarily

- .great ; but, as the Academy- | advances,v these will,
of course, diminish, and the greater part of the pro-
~ceeds of .the Exhibitions be ‘available for the im-
portant punposes contemplated in its estabhshment

The Councll have not relaxed their exertlons du-
11ng ‘the present season,——several important matters

-ave under: eonsideration, and ‘will be- communicated as -

seon-as they are fully matuied}-%and from :the prepa-

rations-which have been made, thev 1ook: fm ward-with
“confidence to the Thixd - Exhlbmon Whlch is: already
advertised to zopen sin Februaly next.
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While, however, the Academy must rely ‘chiefly on

the success of its Exhibitions for its pecuniary means,

the Council trust that they may now be permitted to
make an appeal to the country at large—more espe-

cially to those who are professed patronv'sy"of ‘the Fine |

Arts, and who, frem their 1ank and wealth, have it in
their powel most eff’ectually to promote their advance-

ment. At the commencement of their undertakmg,

the Members of the Academy deemed it most decorous
to vefrain from any urgent solicitations for ‘support,
anxious, in the first instance, by their own indepen-

dent exertions, to establish a claim to public confi- =

dence.  But now that the success of the Acadéemy can
no longer be regarded as doubtful, they trust they may
look for the countenance and co-operatien of the lovers

of Art throughout Scotland and for such suppmt as

will enable them ult1mately to realize their Plan in its
fullest extent. The Council cannot here refrain from
noticing the many gratlfymg communications with
which they have been honoured, from the most dis-
tmgulshed quarters, both at home and abroad,—which
are calculated to lead to the establishment of those re-

lations w1th their Professmnal Brethren, however re-

mote, that ought to umte together the Professms of
the Liberal Axts tlnoughout the wmld ‘

The Council now proceed to state the result of their



' sation 'ter ¢ -poration.
application for a Charter of Incorpora

- negessary, while they will shew the

liest objects of attention with the Council, was to pre-

"documents, the Scottish Academy received . the spon-
taneous and cordial approval of that Right Honow-

\ ial routine, it-
Charter was, in the course of official routine, subm
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In an Ap-
pendix to this Report, are inserted some dO(;uments
ch i 2il in this place un-

i der any lengthened detal
T i they Members of  the
Academy, and the Profession at large, thgt the Cox.lnf
cil ‘have not shrunk from the discharge of the ,1m,_
tant tr fided to them. .
portant trust con 4 ’ )
"It has already been mentioned, that one of the ear ‘
pare a draft of a Charter of ‘Incorporatipn. -, .Tak;ng
fhé ’Royal Academy of London as their que?, “they
were careful to introduce only such modifications as

: ee mand 3 ~ after their
circumstances - seemed  to demand ; and, aft

Plan had received the approval of the President of |

the Royal Academy of London, it was submitt.ed t’o
the Right Honourable ROBERT PrEL, his. MaJestyt_s
Principal Secretary of State for the Home -Depart-

ment.  On perusing the Charter, and accompanying

able Gentleman,—an approval expressed in  terms

which no subsequent resolution can obliterate®. 'The

ted - to the LORD-ADVOCATE of S¢otland, a,nd its
histofy, while under his Lordship’s - review, will be
found in the Appendixf.

¥ Appendix,’ No. 2. . t Appendix, No. 5.
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nearly two years, his’Lordship furnished to the Home

which has been ‘to defeat, for a time at least, the Aca-
demy’s'é']{)pli(iation to the Throne. -
The moment that this result was communicated *
a letter was addressed to Mr PEEL, humbly praying
to be put in poséeséion of a copy of the Lorp ApVo-
cATE's Report f, which had so unexpectedly disap-
pointed the well foﬁnd‘ed‘hopes of the Academy. This
was declined {, and here the matter for the present rests.

~ Although. the Council may possess o legal right
to be put in poséession' of the document in ‘ques-
tion ;5 yet surely it cannot be denied, that,' in com-
mon justice, the grounds on which the Lorp ADvo-
cATE felt himself justified in opposing the prayer of
the petitioners, ought to have been lehmunicé‘c_ed to
those whom it so deeply affected ; and, if his Lordship’s
Report contain a fair and impartial history of the esta-

be asked, is it thus shrouded in’ official darkness.?
Why have the petitioners been condemned unheard,
and on secret evidence ? Can they be supposed to sit
down contented under such circumstances ? or cease to
remonstrate until they know the terms in which they
have been represented to the Throne by the LorD

* Appendix, No. 4.  + APPeI,iilix, No. 5. F:I:.'APPendix"NQl.G.

It is sufficient here to state, that after a silence of

Secretary a very detailed Report,—the consequence of

blishment and objects ‘of the Academy, why, it may

b



 ADVOCATE of Scotland9

lessly to assert, that. it does mot contain a single
valid obJectlon to the
Scottish Academy,—or one “which would not admit of
a clear and decided refutation. - It is obvious, mdeed
that, whatever arguments his Lordship employs against

the Scotti%h'Aea.demy,

‘Royal Academy of London,
demy, a,nd the other numer
same kind throughout Europe.

In s0 far as can be
M1 PrEL’s letters, the LoORD ADVOCATE considers

yence the Council cannot for a moment admlt but
be 1emembeled that thls ob.
stacle, such as it is, was entirely of his Lordship’s own

at all -events, it must

creating, sincethe Institution received its Charter sub-

sequentl y 40 the application of the Academy. But, |
it will natiwally be asked, What are the proyisions
of this Chanter, which has been so recently granted fo
and WhICh the Artists of Scot-
Jand .ave henceforth o regard as their Magna: Ghalta,’
Does it confer on them as.a body, or even .on those
associated wmth Jthe :Institution itself, any status, -any

the Royal dnstitution,

the Academy unnecessary,
tion has obtained a Charter already. = Such an infe-
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must

privileges, any power, anywcpx;’groul any rights what-

-«Whatevel this official do-

cument may contain, “the Counc11 hes1tate not -fear-

chartered existence of  the

the Royal Hibernian Aca-
ous e,stabhshments of the

gathered from the tenor of

because the Royal Institu-

bear equally against the

17

favep? No._};-Doeswitmake any mention of them,—doe
it even 1'ecognise thei'r ‘e'xistencé ? No. Q——In 01’1e Oeci
—THE ARTISTS OF SCOT,LAND AS YET POSSESWOlr
CHARTERED RIGHTS. o
- It may be proper : to remalk in thls place that, af.
ter the Institution had been several years in :) erati ",
the ,Al.l?lsts associated with it, with the exce]; ti o
three, wgsolyed that it was not, from its natu-p 1‘:1 (')f
ever well it might be :.cquduc‘éed,!ca;lcu]a’tved dslt‘aeisu;evz-

tropolis.  "This. resolutlon of the Associated Artist
S,

which -was not founded on any alleged mi
ment of the Instltutmn, cannot be affected or e
by the subsequent secession of some of its ori e
mers, when it came- to be carried into effect. gug:' gy
Royal Institution, the Counecil-are not called enﬂ;e
iﬁza:dv:‘ia;zt orlg:‘nated in a sincere desireto pr omot:
" doubted " zztt;:a! :h;a Fl;)l(la Artsin Scotland cannot
b, by adherin;
gAltu(rlxate p1 ovinge, it is: :3alculatedi:(:l:t2:§§ :ozzdtt-
cademy most freely admit. But, if it should :
:Z ;slt:;)ils;; 'monepoly of the Fine Arts, and ::t:;;lglf
ot Ac:; ne ent ; Socleby of Artlsts, such as the *Scot-
¥> it must ‘be stold, that it ds assuming

an att,
itude rutsterly at variagee with its original de

sign,
gn, and mcompa,tlble with the best interests of

sede the necessity of an Academy in the Secottish me-
e~



an Academy, Zo be managed exclusively by Pj-qfés.
' sional Artists, it is really difficult to conceive.’ '

fairs?  If the artists of every other civilized .country
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those for whose benefit alone it exists. By its consti-
tution, all ’Professz'onal Artists are excluded from
any share in its management. How, then, its e_x.ist-
ence can be, with reason, urged as an argument against

 Can it be the desire of any enlightened ‘Patron of
Art, to see its professors in a state of dependence and
disunion, and accounted incapable or ‘unworthy -of be-
ing entrusted with the management of their own af-

have such a trust confided to them, 'Why shou}d Scot-
land exhibit so degrading an exception? The Council

trust the Scottish Academy is destined to wipe off this |
deep stigma ; and that those who are truly ‘ztliV?‘to the |
dignity of their profession, and who are noty ]‘prepared; b
to- set the seal to their own degradation, will not |

hesitate to rally round their hrethren, who are man-

fully asserting their common rights.

_ The Members of the Academy most. pointedly dis- |

avow any hostility towards the Institution. They
coﬁcéive there is ample scope for. both - Establish-
inents, ‘avnd, é,re still ready to spretcl} out the right
hand of erllowship,'alvthough their advances haye hi@her-
to received little encouragement. - Those who appre-
hen_djddnge_r to the’ Institutidn “from . the success of

the Academy, must have vead the history of the
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Arts to-little purpose. By every enlightened mind
they ought to be regal'ded not as enemies, -but as
friends, employed, although by different means, in ad-
vancing the same important cause; or at least as ge-
nerous rivals, whose honourable competition must be
productive of far more extensive good than either of
them could separately effect. - :
If any one should venture to assert: that ﬂlere is
not scope‘foi', two establishments c()l_lnecte& with the
Fine Arts in Edinburgh, the experience of the last
two years will furnish an ample refutation. The Aca-
demy has already been productive of extensive good.
Instead of one Exhibition, the public have been grati-

| fied by two. - Artists have been furnished with a wider
! field for the display of their works ; and the chance of

disposing of them necessarily increased. That stimu-

us which éompetition alone can give has been called
+ into-action, and must ultimately be productive of the

best effects. .

" The. Council “conceive, therefore, that -instead of

1 being viewed with jealousy, or pursued with hostility,
1 the Scottish ~Acadeiny ought: to be hailed with ‘plea-
sure by the Patl‘ons of the Roya,l' Institution, as af-
1 fording a most cheering prospect of the future ad-

vancement of the Fine Arts in Scotl_ar_ld; o

To return for a moment to the subjeét of the Aca-

demy’s'charter, the Council beg tO’,remafk, that, if an




" ly disappointed.
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“jdea was entertained in any qualtel, that, by with-

holding the Royal protection, t the efforts of the Aca-
demy would be in any degree- ‘paralysed, the enter-
tainers of such a notion will find themselves gnevous-
The founders of the Academy were

well aware that they were undertaklng no easy task—

that they would have to contend Wlth obstacles of no

ordinary magmtude But for this they were prepared
and instead of relaxing, they tnust now feel themselves

called on to rednuble their exertwns———and doubt not |
" ¢hat, by union, zeal, and pelseverance, they will not |

only overcome every dlfﬁcxﬂty, and secure a continuance

of public patronage ‘and support, but will - ultimately |

receive that protection  from the Throne which has

been for the present mtelcepted When JIISt on the

pomt of bemg bestowed

It is with the utmos‘t'relixc'tance that the Council
have brought forward these details, involving; as they
do, the official ploceedmgs of the LORD ADVOCATE
of Scotland. - But, however pamful the duty Whlch
they have had to d:scharge, they felt. that they could
ot shrink from its performance, without subjecting
themselvas and their undertaking to the most injurious
mlsconstmctlon ‘At the same time,- enteltalnlng for
the Lorb ADVOCATE and others, holding high. and rc-
sponslble official mtuatwns, that defexence and. respect
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to which they are 5o justly entitled ; and, aware of the
extreme difficulty which must attend the consideration
of the numerous subJec’cs which continually solicit their

ration, would have been viewed by his Lordship in a
different light, had he been pleased to subjeet it to a
closer and more searchmg mvestlgatlon ;
The Councxl no‘r,mthstandmg what has passed, can-
not 1ef1a1n from statmg their convmtlon, that the
Right Honoursble RosERT PrEt, has the interests
of the Fine Arts in Scotland most sinecerely at heart,

equivocal oplmon” of the LorD ADVOCATE, “ that it
would not be expedlent for the Secretary of State to
advise his Majesty to grant a Chalter of Incorporation
to the Members of the Scottish Academy,” he would
have most cheerfully recommended that Association
to the protection and pyat'r(‘)nage of the Throne.

The Council, 1n conclusmn, beg to “state, what is
well known to every one of its membels, that the
Scottish Academy is estabhshed in no narrow or ex-
clusive spirit; that it kilows no personal antlpathles,
no jealousies. It aims at pmmotmg the advancement
of Scottish Art, and the dignity and independence of
Seottish Altlsts

attention, they are w11hng to believe that the applica-
tion of the Scottish Academy for a Charter of Ineorpo-

and that, had it not been for the « decided and un~

‘These objects can only be effec-
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tually attained by cordial co-operation, and by the

absence of all contracted and selfish views. - Nor let

any one imagine that any undue sacrifice is required
of him : for it will generally be found, that, in the end,
md1v1dual interests are most effectually advanced by
stnvmg to support the general good.

- That such an undertaking was to be accomplished
without some temporary jarrings, could not be expect-
ed, but these it is the desire of the Academy to bury
in oblivion—since their continuance can only be gra-
tifying to those who would derive influence and im-
portance to themselves from that disunion and mutual
jealousy. among Artists, which are as little calculated

to promote their interest, as their happiness.

APPENDIX.

No. L. )
GEORGE WATSON, Esq.
PRESIDENT OF THE SCOTTISH ACADEMY,

To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ROBERT PEEL

S, o Edmbm"glz 19t7z September 1826.

Ar the partmu]al request of the Members of the Scottish Aca-.
demy, I am desn‘ed‘to forward the Draft of a Pgtltmniand_Chartel,
and at the same time respectfully to solicit. your aid in obtaining .
His Majesty’s sanction and approval to the proposed Incorporation, -

Knowing that, 'atﬁidst the Weighty duties of your high office, you
are distinguished by a love for the Fine Arts, aud a liberal encourage- -
ment of living talent, I venture to hope ;haﬁ a measure _calcuiated to
promote the success of these Arts in Scotland will not be-deemed un-
deserving .of your attention.

~ In making this apphcatmn, I beg to assure you that the Scottlsh
Artists are actuated solely by feelings of respect for their Profession,
ad an anxious desire to place it on such a footmg as will insure its
regular and progressive advancement.

My knowledge of the zeal with which the different Membels are

animated, makes me more earnest in this request, as I am fully sa-
: c : ‘
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' tisfied that the best results would ensue from such an extension of
Royai Favour. |
The Scottish Artists are anxious to follow, as closely as possible,
the Plan of the Royai Academy of London, because experience has
" shewn that it has abundantly realised the advantages anticipated from

it, and amply fulfilled the liberal and’ enlightenéd intentions of its

most gracious Founder.
The Scottish Artists are fully pelsuaded that His Majesty 3 sanc-

tion and patronage would contribute greatly to. the progress of the
Arts in this part of the Kingdom ; and Wllell they vecollect the mu-
nificent and princely encouragement whlch His Majesty has ever ex-
tended to the Arts in England and, in paltlcu]al that a plwllege si-
milar to what they now crave was 1ecently granted to the Artists
of Ileland they mdulge an eamest hope that t.hen humble Petition
will be favourably received.

I trust, Sir, that your goodness will excuse any omission in point
of form, which I 'may; unintentionally, have fallen into. *The Mem-
bers of th'o-Academyi are particularly anxious to-observe the most re-

* spectful mode-of application. With- this view, and: deeply sensible of

his former kindness, they have uséd the freedom to'request the Pre-

sident ‘of the Royal ‘Academy of-London to- plesent this letter, alongi :

with' the Petition-and other Papers.
I have the honour to be, with the greatesﬁ respect,
 SrR,”

Your most obedient servant,

V (Signed) GEO. WATSON, Pv*ééic?enﬂ

No. II.
Taz Ricmr HONOU.ﬁAI;LE :ROBERT PEEL,
To GEORGE WATSON, Esq.

Sir. . Whitehall, 9th November 1826.

AvrtHOUGH your Letter bears date the 19th September, it was not,
as you are probably aware, placed in my hands by Sir THOMAS
Lawrance until a few days since. ' ’

Feelmg a very warm interest in the advancement of the Fine
Arts in Scot]and, and cordlaHy approving’ of the Institution which
it is proposed to establish in Edinburgh, under His Majesty’s sane-

tion, - beg to assure you that I have lost no time in making ‘those

references to the King’s law officers which precede the final confir-
mation by the King of a Charter of Incorporation.
The Scottish Royal Academy will ‘have my warmest wishes for

its prospeuty

1 have the honour to be,

Sin,
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No. IIL

JOIIN ELDER Esq. VVRITER TO THE. SIGNTT,

To THE RIGHT I’IONOURABLE

THE LORD ADVOCATE OF SCOTLAND.

My Lornp, L'dmburgh, 6th Decembez 1826.

- Inave now the honour to lay before your Lordship the ploof of
my mfmmatxon to you thata Chaltel was gianted in 1'765 in favour
of the Artists ; and I crave your Lmdshlp s pardon for tr oubling you
with the followmg short sketch of that mcoxpomtlon, and of the
Royal Academy -

"About the year 1760, a p]an was dev1sed by the Artists of Lon-

don to draw the attention of the pubhc to their labours, by pubhc 5

exhibitions of their,works. Annual exhlbmons took place till 1765,

when, becoming possessed of funds, ansmg from the profits of their

exhibitions, they sohcrced and obtained a charter of mcmpmatwn

from his Majesty, 25th January 1765.

They were scaxcely incorporated when dissensions arose, which, |

in 1768, caused an luepalable breach and finally the extinction of

the mcorporated soclety This was occasmned by the loose and
unguarded manner in which the chaxtel was framed, and the indis- |
criminate admission of Members ; fox it did not provide against the |
admission of men, neither dlstmgulshed by talents as artists, nor

good conduct as men ; and there was no limitation in point of nunr [

ber.

A party was soon formed by the AltlStS of inferior oxdex, against
the Directors who were at the head of their plOfeSSIOIl, to exclude |

them flom their official s1tuat10n, and to get the entire managemen :

into their own hands.
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In consequence of their violent proceedings, the most respectable
Antists, who had been the founders of the Incorporation, seeing that
no Society of this kind could be lasting, unless it was more limited
in its number, and select in the choice of its members, withdrew from
it in October 1768, and formed another society, in which ihcy
avoided the errors which were destroying the iticorf;oration_ ; and,
satisfied that “their society could - have no- national - dignity, without
the avowed and immediate patronage of the Sovéx‘eign, they peti-
' His'Majesty
was gmclously pleased'to applove of their views, and to direct that

the plan should be carried into execution ; and he commanded Mr

tioned his Majesty for his protection and patri)nage;

Chambers the architect, to digest the plan of the intended society,
together with its laws ; all of which received his Majesty's signature
constituting them theA _Royal: Academy, and are preéeerd in their
archives. ‘ cen o
' They held their ﬁlst meetmg 10th Decembe1 1768. 'They have
no Charter, but the Diplomas to the members are all mgﬂed by his
Majesty. R - ' :
‘ - After this squssion, the Incorporated Artists proceeded to in-
stitute a 'pl'ivaté' academy for themselves 5 but fearing that his Ma-
jesty might take offence at their conduct, they applied to him by
petmon, when he answered, “« That they had his protectzon,——-tlwt
he did ﬂot mean to encourage one set 9]" men more than another,—
that having extended his firvour to the Society by sz‘s‘Roya‘l Char-
ter, he had also encouraged the new Pe;itioners,—t/zat' his inten-
tion was to patronise the Arts,—that lis Royal_favour would be ex-
tended to both, and that he should wisit the exhibition as usual.”
The meetings of this\privqté“Acadeniy dissolved-in little more than
two years, [ o

His MaJesty visited their next exhlbltmn, and gave them L. 100.
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They continued fo_ exhibit in  Spring. Gardens till 1771 Up to
this datetheir exhibitions were annual, but after this they had only
four, in 1780,:1783, 1790, and 1791, since which penod ‘the So-
ciety- has become extinet. - O -

The Royal Academy, meanwhile;  fostered and alded by his, ]ate
Majesty-with a:. gifs of L. 5000, has flourished in a degree far sur-
passing the highest expectations of its- founders. "It is no less ves-
pectable ‘as a national establishment than; useful in its pur poses.

The. Scottish: Artists: have adopted -the Royal Academy as their
model, modified to suit local and other. circumstances.
his Majesty be pleased to confer on them his favour and protection,
they will endeavour to show their gratitude, by a steady adherence
to that model which- his Royal Father planned.in his wisdom, and
supported by. his ‘munificence. . : ‘

The ObJeLtS which the applicants have in view, are,

1s¢,:To have Annual Exhibitions, open to all artists of meut and,
as their funds increase—

2d, To open an Academy where the ch Axts may be 1egulally

cultivated, and at which the Students in the Arts may find that in-
~ struction so long wanted and wished fm in this country, free of ex-
pence— R : : LT o
3d, ‘To form a lexmy of Books of Pamtmg, &;(,ulptme, and A

chitecture, and all objects relating thereto ; also of Paintings, Prints,

Casts, and Models, and all other tlnnga nseful to the Students in . 5

their Art— - : . .

4th, As all are not cqually successful, and as some acquue neither
‘fame nor fortune, but, after many years of ~painful study, at a time
of life when it is too late to tl_nnk of other pursuits, -find themselves
destitute,—and as others, by the various infirmities incident to man,

are rendered incapable of exerting  their talents, -- and others are cut

And should .

29

off before it is possible to provide for their families, the applicants
have it in view to raise a sum . for the relief of the Members and
Wldows ,-—and ‘

Lastly, In order to add gxace to their Society, and to improve
its liberal ¢haracter, they are anxious to-admit Honorary Membels,
eminent by their talents and attainments. ‘

The President of the Royal Academy of London has - entered
warmly into their views, and: presented their Petition to Mr Pezrr,
whose letter I'am now instructed to lay before you, to show the in-

terest h he and - Sir THOMAS LAWRENCE take in thelr appllcatlon.
They 1'eflalned from sendmg the lettel of Mr PEEL sooner, lest yom
Lordship shou]d thmk they w1shed to mﬁuence you by the welght of
his approval '

I again entreat your Lmdshxp s pardon for the length of thls de-

tail into which my | love for the Fine Arts, and a desire to aid, how-

ever feebly, thelr pr ogxess and advancement, have led me, convinced

that- they are not only an’ omament, but of essentlal utlhty to the
Namon. .

1 have the honom to be, v :
. MY Lonp,
| Ypﬁl' :Léi;dshi})"é most 6be(liént |
' And very faithful sel;vant,

(Signed) JOHN ELDER.
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“1V.
" THE RiGHT HowourasLe ROBERT PEEL,
To GEORGE WATSON, Eso.
: Sm' Whitehall, 11¢h July 1828.
¢4

' ‘I HAVE 'refeued to the LORD ADVOCATE of Scotland by the
ands of HlS MAJESTY, the Petmon of the Membels of the
Scottlsh Academy of Pamtmg, Scu]ptme, and Alchltectule, pray-
ing that Hls MaJesty would grant a Royal Charter, electmg the
Petltlonels into one Body Cor pmate and Politic: _

1 have recewed a vely detalled 1ep01t from the LORD ADVOCATE
'm o nsequence of this 1efelence and, upon a full consxdelatlon of
the several alguments adduced by his Lordshlp, agamst ‘the consti-

tution of two Royal Socmt]es in Edinburgh for the promotion of the

_Fine Arts (thele being one mst.ltutlon for that purpose already es-
tl

tablished undel the authority of His MAJESTY), I do not feel myself
-warranted in advising the Kine to grant the Royal Charter, as pray-

d for for the Inc01p01at10n of the Scot’ush Academy of Painting,
€ s

culptme, and Architecture.
I am,
SIR,
Your most ‘obedient humble servant,

(Signed) ~ ROB. PEEL.
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No. V.

GEORGE WATSON ESQ
To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ROBERT PEEL

Six, o .Edz'hb'urgk, 251 July 1828,
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
11th instant, mfmmmg me “ that you had received a very detailed

Report from the Lord Advocate, on the Petition of the Members of
the Scottish Academy of. Pamtmg, Sculpture, and Architecture ;

‘and that, upon a full consideration of the several arguments adduced

by his LOI‘dShlp against the constltutmn of two Royal Socuetles in_

Edinburgh, for the promotion of the Fme Arts, you do not feel

yourself warranted in adwsmg the King to glant the Royal Charter,

as prayed for, for the incorporation.”

Although we certainly entertained a sanguine hope that the result -

would have been different, yet I am instructed by the Members of the
Scottish Academy to convey to you their reépectful- thanks for the
attention which you have bestowed on their case, and their conviction
that you still continue to feel that interest in their concerns thch
you were pleased formerly so strongly to expless

Under ordinary circumstances, we should have been content to
submit in silence to this unexpected award ; but there are certain

circumstances conneCted with the history of this transaction, of such

! "a nature, that we feel we should do injustice to ourselves, and
still more to the cause in which we are engaged, did we not candid-
ly and frankly bring them under your notice ; becau_se we are most

‘anxious that no erroneous impression should be allowed to settle on
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“your mind, | which could ot fail to be injurioqspot.mcre}y (:o-ttllxe
)Il&ssocmtmn with which we are connected,'but, wha't 1; of;l;:dm ely
more importance, to the progress of the Fine Arts mb‘ z:iong ;n_ged

Being cntirely 1gnomnt of the nau?:} ofLZ}:z Z ijocate -
against our Apphcatwn, in the Repont of the et &
hi has, on application being made to him by o s
2:23 tg gwe any information on the subJect), it is thz::s:;)lz,ﬂ:
'coursey,‘ for us to make any reply tf(; thettnt b;:;e::et l:at e
hich: follows : will. be - sufficient: to

Spt:::l:le: t;)r‘(:,sent an.accurate or: impar tial statementhof out', :a:,um;(l
"that \:Wc;Lax'é;., justified- in+ respectfully- xqql'xesmng that 'y N
ji)l.(:aseil;to jpermit:a copy-of it .to:be furmshgd ~tf)<u_s, 1r;~<.> .
kw;y way have an -opportunity of: being fairly heard; and.o_ vm "
Lou;sd\'res in.the eyes of - that- Profession .whose. honour: and iiitere

s ow great object to promote. .

cient to
. +With:regard: to. the ovigin_of - the:. Academy, it s suﬂi 7

st E).l,e, tbaf) 1tv arose fl om a full COIlUlbthXl 0N tJhe ll!lnds Of al AL ge b()(ly

. Ol lll
f A t: ts, - th at,. VV H}hout Suc}] a.n es bab‘lsl] ment, the Flne _A.l ts :
TLISLS, - 9"

the
(S¢ tland: ‘could not- bc eﬁ'eotual\y advanced. : - An-Institution” for-
Seotland:

tland. had:no. doubt bccn in |
£ the Tine: Arts in Sco
_Encouragement ©

nce t
fOl some : Tllme bef()le but) ll’; was: felt that a]tvhough 1

E exlste o : 7] |

-V } t be calcu]ated to E"‘-‘-Sslsrl' '111' f()l W al(h“g‘solne Of Lhe Objects Whl(:h
lnlg i1 -

d not -jts ‘mature- and-consti
" the Academy contemplated, it could not; from its nature: and-const
the

p - p o Un( ’
1 t: ' h
ution, .aecom 1lsh a“ o1’ even txh(‘ nlOSb m Oltva“t Of these ICI

' ' .experience has | -
hich -subsequent -exper b
—an: 1mpxesswn Ww.
. this: impression

fully- justified=-the ‘Academy: was organized. - Its. foundzr:tx::zlj:;
- guided; however, byi theoretical or visionary notions ; e
to-take as: their model-an’ institution. which had been long tr 1 ) -
~had been found to combine every “attainable advantage, namely;’

“Royal Amdcmy . of- London. Tllerl_nstittlt.i011--aheady.-'ﬂludcd to,
oya :
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heing founded on the model of the British Institution of London, it

is unnecessary to'inform' you,’ to: whom these sub_]ects are so fami-

liar, that the :Scottish: Academy is essentlally distinctfrom it.
“Although the founders .of vthe: Seottish - Acadcmy entertained no
doubt of. the propriety of: their views,: -yet - they were desirous to
proceed with all the caution. which a matter. of so: great importance
seemed to -demand. - Accordingly, - they. resolved: to submit their
plan, in all its bearings, to-the inspection:and judgment .of the high-
est professional authority, in- Britain ; :an(i;: for that. purpose, trans- '
mitted: their: papers to Sir THoMA'S LAwrrNcE, whose approval was
~most unequivocally evinced by his consenting; as he did, in the most
handsome manner, to place the Memoual of the Scottish Artists.in
your hands. o S
The letter which you theﬁ, did . me the honour; of addressing to
me as President. of the’ Sco.ttish,Acddem'y,, cordially, approving of
the Institution, which it was proposed. to establish in Edinburgh, un-
der his .Majesty”s saniction, filled our. minds with‘sentiménts .of ;the
liveliest. gratitude ; and could not fail to excite: the . most,. ‘sanguine
hopes that our efforts would be: crowned- wuh suceess. - B
It is with the utmost pain that I now proceed to. detaxl the sub-
sequent; history . of our’ Application ;- but it is cliefly with a. view to
bring that history under. your. notice that I now -address you. :
When the Application of: the'lAcademy for & Charter was put. inte
the hands of the Lorn Apvocatsy the Petition of: the Royal Institu-

tion for a- Charter was: already before him,:s6 that the two ‘documents

were-under his Lordship’s consideration at the.same time. I shall-first
dsbip’s; !

advert to the Charter for the ~Instimtidn.':.:1t' now=ap1§eeirs,:.that» the
Lonp Apvocars had ever then resolved to oppose the Charter of the  *

Artists, It might. have been® expeeted, thevefore, that he would

have candidly. expressed his opinion to the Menibers of. the Scottish

Academy ; and have endeavourcd to render the:Royal Institution,
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which he was determined should be the only chartered one, as compre. -

hensive as possible. No such communication, however, was made.
The Charter for the Institution .was passed without being communi.
cated é§en to the Artists associated with itself ; and, upon examina.
tion, it wxll be found that it does not contain the name of a single
‘Artist, nor secure to the Associates a single prlvxlege of any kind.

In shmt, the Chalter of the Institution can scarcely be said to have

: any ‘connection with the Artists of Scotland, as such ; and most as-

suredly never can, by the most forced construction, be made to exclude

. theil existence as a body dlstmct from, and independent of, the In-

stitution. Any such idea never could have entered the minds of its

framers. S ’
Now; what has been the fate of the Academy Charter? No soon--

' er was it put into his Lordship’s hands, than he submitted it to the

Directors of fhe Institution for their remarks thereon. It was, how-
ever, returned to his Lordship, accompanied with one single obser-
vation, namely, that it was not the intention of the Directors of the
Institution to offer any obstruction to the Artists’ Charter. From
this it may surely be fairly presumed, that they did not regard the
establishment of the Academy, even by Royal Charter, as injurious
either to the Arts or to the Institution of which they were the guar-
dians. - For had they done so, we are bound to suppose that they

would have ceme forward and stated to the Lord Advocate, when
called on, the grounds of their objection. .. Their silence at such a
moment must, m all’ fairness, be held as an acknowledgment that
they had no valid objectlon on which to oppose the estabhshment of

a chartered Society of Artists,
" 'When a considerable time had elapsed without any Report being

given on our application, we naturally became anxious for his Lord-
" ship’s opinion, -+ After the lapse of a twelvemonth, he intimated to

our Agent that he had been inclined from the beginning to repott
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against us. On discovering his Lordship’s sentiments, we profeled
the fullest explanation on any point on which he mlght entertain any
doubts ; but this was declined. In shor t, without enlargmg far ther. s
it is sufficient to sté.te, that, from the moment of our Application be-
ing laid on his Lordship’s table, up to the date of his Report, a period
of nearly two years, hlS Lordship never started, either to the mem-

bers of the Academy or their agent, a smgle obJectlon to the Aca-

demy’s chal ter ; never called for information ; nay, umfmmly lefused .

it when oﬁ'ered . .
_ If ever, then, a Case was pleJudged the Academy’s Charter has

shaxed that fate. The Report of the Lorp ApvocaTe, however full
and circumstantial, cannot do justice to the Academy ; for, even
though favomably dlsposed he must necessauly be destltute of that
knowledge of facts essentlal to a complete and impartial statement.
When lately applied to by our Agent, his Lordship informed him
¢ That he had made his Report, which was neither for nor against

us; and that he had left the granting or refusmg our apphcatlon very

much to you. He said he had stated fairly the hlstory of the two
Institutions ; but would enter into no discussion on any points con-
tained in the Report, as his duty was then dlscharged "
* Under these circumstances; you will readily conceive our extreme
anxiety to be put in possession of a document which has produced
‘such an unfortunate impression on your mind ; which has led to a
change ‘of your favourable opinion, so stlongly expressed on the oc-
casion of our first application, and which has blasted the hopes which
we were then permitted to .entertain. = - .

Until we _hév_e an opportunity of perusing it, it were vain to spe-
culate on its probable contents ; but one thing we state ‘with confi-

dence, that we are ready to stand or fall by the accuracy, in every




“point;of the facts and statements on which your original opinion

~ The Members:of the ‘Academy; conceiving: that ‘any detailed review

N
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was grounded.’ - .
- It appears from the-verbal statemem of the

in his Report; he has enter ed into the history of

LoRD ADVOCATE, that, -
the two Institutions.

“of  theproceedings of ‘the Institution -is unnecessaly for the esta-
blishmenit of their just :claims to the protection which they humbly
ave purposely abstained from moticing, except in the most

solicit, h
the conduct of the Directors towards the- Scottish

cursory manner,
Ar tistd but, if' called: on, it will not be difficult: to prove, that, even
ablished on-mueh- higher grounds, nothing
more than a fair ‘and impartial"lnstory_of the Institution: would be
dts: ut.ter-"inshfﬁciency to.-accomplish  the

if their case were not est

necessary - to ‘demonstrate:
leading ob_]ect;s ‘which the plan .of the Academy embraces.’

- OFf the brief career. of the Scottish Academy, there can “be little

to say-; but I'may be; pelmltted to state, that, amid difficulties of no

it has ‘already forced its way to public appro-

ordinary magnitude,
In' proof of:the zeal and industry of its- mem-

Dation and patronage. -

bers, it is only neccssmy t0* point ‘to ‘the two Annual Exhibitions

which have already taken place.;
The members:of the Acadeny, although well aware: of the mighty

influence’ against which'they had to contend; have been hitherto sus-

tained dmid their labours by the cheering“hope, that: thie'same’ bles:
sings* which 'have been. s0'long enjoyed by their brethren in “England,
aiid- Which havé lately been extended to:the artists ‘of ‘Ireland with

the most decided advantage, ) would’

London has its Royalt Acadcmy and British Institution, and Dublm

its Roya\ Hibernitin’ Academy and: Tnstitution;’ why’ should Edin-

buigh be deemed” unworthy of the satne: privileges ? Tf the pnavel

goon be imparted to them. - If
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that they occupy a degraded situation, when co\r'npm'.éd Witfn the ar-
tists of the sister kingdoms. Tt is little cbnsolat‘ibn to tell them: that
an association of ~their-friends-«lmve -received thévr'Roya‘l% Ipatl"o‘n‘agé;
The friends of the Aitists-never can be‘identified with the Artists
themselves ; and if the claims of: the fox‘mer‘to\ national regard: be s
cogmsed smely those of the latter are infinitely higher: : To say that
the ﬁeld in Scotland is motehmlted than:in: England and:Treland, ‘1%
10 whd answer to the request of the Scottish Artists; ; for, if Scotland
was to have only one chartered Instltutxon, it can-,~we'humb]y con-
ceive, admit of little question whether the Artists -or theiv-proféssed
friends ought to-have held that rank... .But, while such ‘are o ‘vi(;w‘é
we are far from undeuatmg the value of the Seottish: ‘Royal: IHStltUthl’l:
The good hOWCVOl, which it is calculated to pxoduce, must aris

entuely from the feehngs with which it is viewed by the great bode
of Scottish Artists; and if, instead of being regarded by them .
an enlightengd and friend]y”auxiliary, anxious to reward the eff i::
of ngtive talgnt, and give effect to tl.neAuvnited lébdurs of Scottish (:;ri
tists, it be considered as usurping: the privileges and honours whicl
belong of righl; to them alone, and even .as standing between then:

and the sunshine of royal favour and regard, it requires:little prophe

tic power to fortel its ultimate effect on the progréss of Scottish
A _ ish

i, But I refrain from following out these views, however import
ant, because I trust that an opportunity will yet be afforded us of
entering fully and fairly into-all the i ‘ \

; all the merits of this i :
o | ‘ ' s 1mportant ques-
I - o ) ' ; .
have now discharged the duty which I owe to the Scottish
Academy, of which, however unworthy,; I have been chosen ti
. 1 the
ead; and I trust that what I have stated will be sufficient to justif
y

th ’ —
e request which I am mstlucted respectfully to make — namel
Y,

of the Scottish Artists be finally rejected, they must necessarily feel 4 that you will be pleased to permit a copy of the Lorp Apvoca



the same :
mlssmn ‘to answer

hed to us, . with per

Report to be furnis

nd 1 af e rev]e‘ﬂn] |h(3 {)]lswel Wll“;ll we ha“ n t‘
d f ter g ’ 8. i u’l lsl] without
a

ion, however much we
ent resolution, how
dhere to your present.
delay, you still a

may re Tet llle [eSII“ we. Sha“ at Ieast l]ave t]le (,Ol’lsolatl(‘m allsmg
.
y td
g

‘ i ‘a review of the
from the knowledge that.it has been grounded on a rev
rom . T
whole merits of the case.
* The Scottish

p ) C 3 E :“5

V e
Academy now tths itself on yom JllSth X

d t'h A b ant]n the raver 0‘ |1S ‘)e“( on Y()u W “ extend to
gl g ‘ 1
an ab, y p y ’

S Otlalld tlhe beneﬁl's Of hhat enhghtelled pablonage Of l‘/he Ellle I&Its,
C

by whlch aﬂ]ld t}he tolls Of you‘ emlnent Statlon, yOu are so h]ghly
4 . .

and honourably distinguished.

" 1 have the vhoh}ou‘r to Vbe, )

Yom ‘most obedxent humble sewant,

GEORGE WATSO\T President.
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Tue Rieur HoNouraBLE RQBERT PEEL,
To GEORGE WATSON, Eso,

S, Whitchall, August 4. 1828,

I HAVE the honoul -to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 25th July

I do not feel myself Justlﬁed in commumcatmg' to you the report

made to His MasEsty by his conﬁdentlal legal adviser in Scotland

upon the Petition of the Members of the Scottish Academy of
Painting. It is right, however, that I should observe, that your

agent must have misunderstood the Lord ApvocATE as to the pm-
port of that Repont

It expresses a decided and unequivocal opinion, that it would not
be expedient for the Secxetaxy of State to advise His MAJESTY to
grant a Charter of Incorporation to the Membels of the Scottish

Academy, and thus to constltute, by 1oya1 charter, two bodies-po-
litic for the promotion of the Fine Arts in Scotland.

I have‘the honour to be,

S1R,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) ROB. PEEL.






