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PROPOSALS

FOR THE

Regulauon of a SOCIETY

For Improvmg

Arts and Sciences,

And particularly - |
Natural Kﬂow;ledgf .

2232 HE Society, at the ﬁr{’c Inf’cltutlon, fhall

08 of whom, at leaﬂ: fhall be Gentlemen
who do not make Ph110fophy or Phyfick their par-

ticular

?“ confift of Forty five Members, one third
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ticular Profeffion. The Number of'f»Membersvmay’

afterwards be increafed, if two thirds of the Mem-
bers prefent at the annual Meeting for Elections a-

gree thereto, but fhall always be limited.

II. Every Perfon, at his Admiffion, fhall pro-
mife that he will endeavour to purfue the Ends pro-
pofed by the Inftitution of this Society, for the Im-
provement of Arts andSciences, and to undertake
any Enquiry or Experiment recommended to him

by the Society, who fhall defray the neceffary Char-.

ges thereof.

III. Avr Ele&ions and Queftions thall be de-

termined by Ballot; and every Member fhall give
his Word of Honour that he fhall not bind himfelf
by Promife, or inany manner of way, how he fhall
ballot on any Occafion. -

IV. TuEe Members of thisSociety, at their firft
Meeting, fhall diftinguith themfelves into two Claf~
fes of Ordinary and Extraordinary Members; the
Ordinary being fuch as do engage, each in his

Turn, to give in a Paper or Memorial to be read

in 2 Meeting of the Society. The Extraordinary
Members, w%xo are not under fo ftrict an Obligati-
on, -fhall not exceed . in Number,

V. THAT
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V. TruaT the Time of the Meetings of the So-
ciety may be employed to promote the End of the
Inftitution, and for the better Re ulation, Govern~ -
ment and Policy of the Society, there fhall be cho~
fen at the firlt Meeting of the Society Thirteen
Perfons, whereof eight at leaft fhall be of the Or-
dinary Members, to compofe a Council for mana-
ging the Affairs of the Society ; and out of thefe
thirteen fhall be chofen in the {ame manner a Pre-
fident, two Vice-Prefidents, two Secretaries, and -
a Treafurer, to continuein their refpective Offices,
till other fit Perfons be chofen into the faid Offices,
on the Day appointed for the annual Election. Of
this Council, Six, with the Prefident, or one of the
Vice-Prefidents, {hall be a Quorum.

VI. Ox the firft Thurfiday of December 1> 37,
and annually ‘thereafter, the Society fhall chufe
Eight of the former Council, and five other Mem-
bers as the Council for the enfuing Year; and im-
mediately after fhall proceed to elect 2 Prefident,

two Vice-Prefidents, two Secretaries, and a T'rea-
{urer. :

VIL. O or before the firft T hurfday of Juby
1737, and yearly thereafter, fometime betwixt the
annual Election, and firft T hurfday of Fuly follow-
ing, each Member fhall pay to the Treafurer one

. Guinea
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Guinea for purchafing Inftruments or Books, ma-
king Experiments, and for defraying other Char-

ges of the Society. It is however hereby provided,

S'hat the Council {hall have Power to exempt from
thefe Payments fach Members as they {hall judge
proper.. ' '

C VIIL Taur Treafurer fhall advertife all the
Members a Month before the Term of Payment,
and likewife before the annual Election; and every
Member who fhall neglect or refufe to pay the a-
bove Contribution at the Time appointed fhall
forfeit his Place in the Society ; but it fhall be in
his Power to redeem the fame, by paying two Gui-
neas to the Treafurer, before, or at the next Meet-
ing for the annual Election: otherwife he fhall be
incapable of being re-elected a Member during the
Pleafure of the Society. But this Law is not to
be extended to any Member who fhall happen not
to be within Greaz Brisain ot Ireland at the Time.

IX. A F rir the firt Ele&ion of Council and Of-

ficers, the Order and particular Day on which e-

very ordinary Member is to prefent a Paper to the
Society, is to be determined by Lot; the firft Diet
being at leaft Six Months after this Meeting, and to
go on.in a Rotation. :

X, Every
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X. Every ordinary Member who does not de-
liver his Paper on the Day appointed, fhall, for the
firft Negledt, incur a Mulé of Half-a-Guinea ; ifhe
does not give in his Paper in the next Courfe, he {halt
be fined in a Guinea ; and, for the third Neglect,
fhall forfeit his Place. ' '

XI. T uE Society thall meet on the fitft Thurfday.
9f every Month, except in Seprember and October,
in one of the Chambers in the College belonging
to any of the Profeffors who are Members, at Four
o’Clock in the Afternoon, until fome other con-
venient Place fhall be appointed. ‘ |

XII. Every Member, who thall be abfent from
the ftated Meetings of the Society, if he is within
the Kingdom, fhall be fined in a Shilling, for each
Meeting. But the Council fhall have Power to
exempt from thefe Fines certain Members, whofe
conftant Refidence and Bufinefs lies at a 4C(;nﬁder-“-
able Diftance. o :

 XII In all Meetings the Prefident, or, in his

abfence, the firft Vice-Prefident; and if both are - .

abfent, the fecond Vice-Prefident, fhall regulate the

Converfation, keep good Order, appoint Meetings

of the Council, and fummon extraordinary Mect-
ings of the Society. EERE . e
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and the other by the Secretary appointed.
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~ XIV. The Provinces of the two Secretaries may
be diftributed in fuch a Manner, that one of them
fhall have the collegting and reporting what relates
to the geaeral Parts of Natural Philofophy; the o-
ther, what is more particular. Geometry, Aftrono-
my, Mechanicks, Opticks,” and fome of the gene-
ral Parts of Geography may belong to the former.
Anatomy, Medicine, Chemiftry, Botany, what re-
lates to Metals and other Minerals, and the natural
Hiftory of the Country, to the latter. The Secre-
taries are to write down all the Tranfa&ions, Orders
and Refolutions of the Society, and afterwards to re-
cordthem in a Journal-Book ; to infert all the Statutes
or Laws in a Statute-book ; to keep Copies of all Let-
ters and Queries by written Order of the Society ;
to lay up in a fafe Place the Memoirs of Members
and Correfpondents, taking care that no furrepti-
tious Copies or Excerpts be taken from any of the
Books or Papers of the Society. One ofthe Secre-
taries, whom the Council thall appoint, fhall have
the Charge of all Books, Inftruments, Models and
Curiofities of Nature or Art, gifted to, or purcha-
fed by the Society; at the Delivery of which to the
Secretary, their Names or Titles, with a Value
fixed by the Council, are to be inferted in two
Books or Catalogues, under their proper Claffes:
‘One of which Books is to be kept by the Prefident,

XV. Tue
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XV. Tur Treafurer fhall collet and deburfe
the Money of the Society, but is not to lay out a-
ny Sum exceeding Ten Shillings at one ‘Time, and
on one Account, without an Order of the Council,
or at leaft of the Prefident, or one of the Vice-Pre-
fidents, and two of the Council, by a Writing un-
der their Hands. He fhall keep an exa& Account
of what Money he has received or deburfed for the
Society, and every three Months {hall lay before
the Council an Account of his Deburfements. The

~ Treafurer’s annual Account and Vouchers {hall be

!aid before the Society at the firft monthly Meet-
ing after the Ele&ion 5 and if another Perfon hag
been chofen Treafirer at the preceeding Eleéh"on,lv
tfh(: late Treafurer fhall then pay to his Succeflor
in Office thebBallance of Cath in his Hands, ifthere
1appens to be any, or give Security for the {ame.
before he is difchaz_gcd l%y the Socic};y.' e

Society fhall appoint a Committee to audite the
Treafurer’s Accounts for the,preceeding» Year, and

to lay the fame with the Vouchers before the next .
Meeting, o o

- XVIL AT the annual Meeting for Ele&ions, the

XVIL. A Committee fhall likewife be appoint-

ed at tl}e annual Ele&ion to infpet all the Papers,
Memorials and Letters in the Secretaries Hands,

and
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‘and toi? pi‘e:pare o Lift to be laid before the Council

£y v think fhould be preferved, and }Vh@t
gfhtiar;:?ege thrown afide. The fame Committee,
with the Secretaries, fhall likewife determine when
there are a fufficient Number of Papers tha;. feen;
fit to be publifhed in a Volume, of which they fhall
give in a Lift to the Council, who may make{fuc}:h
Alterations therein as they fhall think proper: Th?n
the Lift {hall be laid before the Society, to b?‘con ﬁ-
dered by the Members ; and, at the next Me¢t1ng, t c;
Members fhall give in a folded Paper bY.wayb'o.
Ballot, in which any Member may write his O Jﬁ-
&ions againft any of the Papers contained in the
Lift. Thefe Bailots fhall be delivered to the P1e-l’
fident, who fhall read them privately before the»n.ext
Meeting ; and ifhe finds, in any of them, any E{hléng
unfit to be read publickly, he fhall fupprefs and . eé-
ftroy the Paper, but report the Objection itfelf, an
any other Objections made to any of the Papf‘,rs.
After this the Members fhall be at Liberty to 1fe_a(—i
{on fully on what Papers are fitto be publifhed, an
the Matter decided by a Majority of Ballots.

XVIIL AT the annual Meeting for Elections, if
there happen to be any Vacancies in the Society,
or if two thirds of the Members prefent agree to
increafe the Society, any Member may propofe one

" or more Perfons to be put upon the Lift of Candi-

dates ;
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dates; and the Society fhall determine by Ballot,
what Perfons fhall be admitted Candidates, by vot-
ing every Perfon propofed feparately. Then the
Lift of Candidates being made up, every Member
fhall put into a Box the Names of fo many of the
Candidates as there are Places to be filled up; and
the Perfons who have the Majority of Votes thall
be declared Members. |

XIX. T ue Society fhall confider and agree on
fit Perfons in different Places to be their Correfpon-
dents. Thefe fhall have Accefs to the Meetings of
the Society, if they happen to be in Town when a-
ny Experiments are to be performed, ot Papersread ;
but not without the Permiffion of the Prefident, and
Confent of the Member or Members whofe Papers
are to be read that Day; and the Names of fuch
Correfpondents fhall be mentioned in the Minutes,
When any Matter of more private Concern is to be

debated or voted in the Socicty, the Correfpondents
thall be defired to withdraw. -

XX. Tur Council fhall at fome convenient
Time revife all the Statutes of the Society, and take
into their Confiderations what Alterations may be
neceflary, what Laws ought to be repealed, and what
new Laws they think proper to be made for the Ad-
vantage of the Society ; and the Prefident fhall lay

: | | C | the
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the fame in Writing before the Society, at leaft two
Meetings before the annual Election, to be perufed
and confidered by the Members, and fuch Amend-
ments made thereon as feem proper. At the an-
nual Meeting for Elections, the Laws propofed to
be altered or repealed, and the new Laws propofed
to be made, fhall be read and feparately voted ; and
every Amendment, or new Law that is approved
of by two thirds of the Members prefent, thall bein-
ferted in the Statute-book. |

XXI. REsoLuTIONS or temporary Regulati-
ons taken by the Society are to be recorded by the
Secretaries in the Journal-book, but are not to be
efteemed concluded on, till they are read and a-
greed to at another Meeting, when any Member
may obje againft them; and if he is feconded,
it {hall be determined by a Majority of Ballots, to
approve the Refolutions or not, -

XXII. Arrairs propofed from the Council by
the Prefident fhall be given in to a Meeting of the
Society in Writing, and fhall be put into the Se-
cretary’s Hands for the perufal of the Members till
next Meeting. : :

XXIIL. Tue ordinary Meetings of the Society

fhall begin by one of theSecretary’s reading at})c fitt)é-t
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ftract of what paffed at the former Meeting ; then
any thing that is new may be offered by any Mem-
ber; Letters and Queries to Correfpondents to be
drawn up; Memorials and Anfers from Corref-
pondents to be read and confidered 5 Experiments
propofed to be made by fome of the Members, and
reported at the next, or fome following Meeting,
and the Treafurer appointed to defray the neceffa-
ry Charges. Then the Paper of the ordinary
Member appointed for that Day, and Papers pre-
fented by other Members to be read. After which
any Member may propofe fuch Difficulties or Ob-
jections as occur to him upon what has been read.

XXIV. SucH Papers as cannot be judged of by
reading in a publick Meeting, fhall be referred to
a Member, and a Day appointed when he fhall give
an Account and Judgment of the Performance.

XXV. No Papers given in to the Society fhall
be communicated to any Perfon not of the Societ ,
nor lent out to a Member, without Confent of the
Author, and an Order of the Council upon the
Borrower’s Obligatioii to returnitin a certain time,
under fuch aPenalty asthe Author or Council fhall
think fit. Books and Inftruments belonging.t_o the
Society may be lent out, but to Members only, up-

on their Obligation to the Secretaries to return

‘them
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them in a certain Time, undera Penalty exceeding
the Value. | -

XXVI. Ix the Meetings of the Society, no Con-
verfations are to be allowed on Religious or Poli-
tical Difputes. But this is not to be underftood as
if thefe Reflexions fhould be unacceptable, which
Enquiries into Nature fuggeft, concerning the Wif-
dom of its Author, and the Beauty of its Work-
manthip. |

XXVIIL Ix their Converfations, any Warmth
that may be offenfive or improper for Philofophi-
cal Enquiries, is to be avoided. No injurious In-
finuations or Expreffions of Diflike are to be fuffer-
ed. Every Member is to have theIntention of the
Inftitution in his View, and to avoid fhewing in
their Meetings any Remembrance of Differences,
if there happen to be any, betwixt him and any o-
ther Member.

XXIX. AuTHORITY istobeheld of no Weight
in their Reafonings. The Shew of Learning,
and Quotation of Authors {paringly ufed in their
Papers. Things to be minded, not Words. Ar-
guments to be chiefly drawn from proper Expe-
riments and clear Confequences deduced from them,
o - or
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tilties not to be infifted on.

them, great Caut
ved. ’ '%‘he Mexlllflion and Accuracy i

Ob[éryations are to fign them,

Alphabetical Lift of 2 |
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Society for improving Arts an; rgf%ﬂ:ﬁ‘»’

- particularly nat :
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R. William Adums: ‘ |
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 am Carmichael, Wl one of the Senators of rho(;

Sir Fobn Clerk of‘Pemfy””'M College of Juftice, - ;

one ofthe Barons of Exche. The Re. Hon. Lord'E/]’/ﬂif”)-

quer,  Vice-Prefident “
| D TheRt.Hon. Dancan Forpes
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O report Experiments and
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. Elg; Lord Prefident-ofthe |

~ Seffion.
William Fullarton of Ful-
larton Biq;
Mr f ames Gray.
The Rt. Hon, Lord Hope,

Dr. Fobn Fobnflon Profeflor |

‘of Medicine in the Univer-
fity of Glafgow.
The Rrt. Hon. the Earl of
Lawderdale. o
My, Peter Leith.
M. Alexander Lind Advo-
cate,  Trealurer. ~
. Mr. Charles Macky Profel-

for of Hiftory in the Uni-
yerfity of Edinburgh. .
Mr. Colzn Maclaurin Profel-
{or of Mathematicks in the
© Univerfity of Edinburgh,
Secretary. . en
Dr. George Martin.
Monfr. De Mairan of the

o

1 Royal Academy of:Scien-

. cesat Parzs. . -
 Mr. Alexander Monzo Pro-

fefTor of Anatomy in ‘the:

- Univerfity of £ inburgh.

The Rr. Hon. the Earl of

“Murtony Prefident..
Mr. Hugh Murray-Kynnyn-
mound Advocate.
Mr. Fobn Paifley Surgeon.

Mr. Francis Place.
Dr. Audrew T-Iz;mmeg P}O-
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 feffor of Medicine and Che-
~ miftry in the Univerfity of
Edinburgh, Secretary. '
Dr. William Porterfie d.

| Dr. Fobn Pringle Profeflor

of Moral Philofophy in the

‘Univerfity of Edinburgh,
M. Thomas Ruddiman. .
-Dr. Fobn Rutherford Profef-

for of Medicine in the Uni-
verfity of Edinburgh.

“The Rt. Hon.Lord Sinclair,

Mr. Charles St. Clair Advo-
cate. :

Dr. Andrew § ¢.Clair Profef-

* for of Medicine in the Uni«
verfity of Edinburgh. B

‘Mr. David_Scot of- Scots-

tarvet Advocate,

Dr. Thomas Simfon Profeflor

of Medicine and Anatomy
_in the Univerfity of §%.
Andrews.
Mr. Fames Short Optician.
Mr. Robert Stenart Profef-
" {or of Narural Philofophy
" in the Univerfity of Edén=
Cburghe
Dr. Fobn Stevenfon.

Mr. Fames Stirling. -
The Rt. Hon. the Vifcount
of Stormont. \
The Rev. Mr. Robert Wal-
" Jace one of the Minifters of

Edinburgh. -
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