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A je@, between Mr. Haririfon, Mr. Burdon; Mr, Mitford? ' |
and Mr. Baket. o

Su

P

The Mafter of the Rolls moved for leave to bring in a bill
for regulating the diftribution of rewards in the cafe of felons,
4 and to render thofe perfons who had been convicted of petty
larceny competent withefles : -

Loid Beauchamp faid, although hé thought both the ob- Ld. Beau.
jeCts of the bill were perfe@tly proper; yet he thought it champ.
9l would be better to feparate them, as they were incongruois. o
i It would occafion no delay to divide them into two diftinét
bills.' o . .

The Speaker alfo fubmitted to the Mafter of the Rolls The
‘that two bills would be preferable to one; to which the Speakes.
Mafter of the Rolls agreed, and moved, 1ft. For leave to

bring in a bill for regulating the diftribution of rewards in

the cafe of felons: ordered.  2d. For ledve to bring in a bill,

to render perfons convicted of petty larceny; witneffes:

ordered. o . : o ‘

 The Mafter of the Rolls, Mi. Powys, the Attorney and

Solicitor General, were appointed to prepare and bring in

the fame. ,
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i The order of the day being read for the Houfe to go into

EETE' 4l a Committee on the bill for regulating the office of the
%f clerks of affize and bills of indi¢tment; .
if Mr. Joddrel took the chair. Mr. Douglas was then cal- !
{‘;,; - led to the bar in fupport of certain petitions which hdd beert : _1
i prefented againft the faid billby the clerks of affize. : !
'& ~ After the counfel had withdrawn, a fhort converfation - )
b took plice on the bill; after which, the further coiifidera- . . ' f

tion of it was put off till Wednefday fe’nnight.
1. The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of
i Waysand Means, Mr. Hobart in the chair, N

~ Mr. Chancellor Pift wifhéd to call the attention of the Mr. Piss
e' Committee to a number of regulations which he meantto ~ ~ .
propofe relative to bills of -exchange, promiffory notes, &c.
7 &c. and which he had mentioned when the expences of the . |
Iaft armament wete vofed. The firft objeét to which he \ ‘
called the attention of the Committee, related to the pro-
1 pofed alteration of the duties on bills- of exchange. At
| prefent, he faid, all bills of exchange payable on deihand,
and which were under 10l. only paid a duty of 3d. The al-
teration which he propofed to make, Mr. Chancéllor Pitt
faid, ‘was, that bills for fums amounting to forty fhillings
1 and not exceeding five guineas, {hould rémain at the old
4 duty, but that bills of 5l. 55. up to 30l fhould pay a ftamp
1,}‘.«; duty of 6d. ‘This regulation, however, was not reant to
-1 extend to bills not payable on demand, which, whether they .
“j{ were above or below 35l. g5, were topay a duty of 6d..  Bills
’ Vo, XXIX. . 3 H payable
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* payable on demand from 30l. to gol, were to pay in future a

duty of gd. From gol. to 1ool. a duty of 1s. This laft |

- duty was the fame as wos paid at prefent, except that the

Sir Ben].
Hammett.

fum was in future to be limitted from 5ol. to 100l. whereas
formerly only a duty of 1s. was paid on all bills for gol.  or
upwards.  Bills from 100l to 200l to pay 1s. 6d, Bills
for 200l. and upwards, to pay a duty of two thillings.
He faid, he did not mean ar prefent to make any increafe on

bills for larger fums, though perbaps he might be juflified in i
. making the increafe more progreflive, - ' :

The next fubje¢t to which he wifhed to draw the atten-
tiow of the Committee, he faid, related to thofe notes which
were payable at two places, and which were re-iffued after
they had been paid at one of thofe places. Thefe notes, he
faid, were often’ fent as remittances, and thereby produced

the effeCt of bills of exchange, which were paid only once; !

thefe notes of courfe manifettly injured the public revenue,
A doubt had been raifed by lawyers, whether it was legal to

re-iffue notes after they had beéen once paid. To thofe :
doubts he did not with to revert, but to allow fuch notes to

be re-iffued on paying a proportionable increafe for that Pri=
vilege, and that increafe fhould be double; thus notes re-
iffued for 5l. gs. were to pay a duty of 6d..&c. ‘
The laft point, to which he wifhed to dire¢t the Commit-
tee, was to receipts, in which he intended to make onlv one
-alteration, and that was in the third ftage, where thegr had
formerly paid 4d. for a receipt of gol. or upwards, they
fhould in future pay a duty of 6d.  There had, he faid,
been much evafion on this fubjet; but he propofed, if pof-
fible, to make fuch regulations as fliould prevent this in fu-
ture; he meant to inclode all thefe propofitions in one aét of
Parliament. He thought, for the fake of form, he ought to
move that all the duties on bills of exchange, promiffory:
notes, &c. fhould ceafe, and be no longer paid or payable.
When the Chairman put the queftion on this motion,
Sir Benjamin Hammett obferved, that the refolutions which
the Committee had heard, involved the fundamental princi-

- ples of finance, and were ruinous to private property. In

this, Sir Benjamin faid, he was confirmed by Monte{guieu,
and many other eminent writers. He was forry to, trouble
the Houfe, but he could not avoid it on the prefent occafions

‘He never would agree, ‘he faid, to a tax on any gentleman,

but where every Member of that Houfe was fubje& to pay a
part of fuch tax: he felt the neceflity of taxes as ftrong as
any man, but they muft be equal and impartial, and not like
the thop tax, which only affefted one clafs of the commu-
nity. S : : R -
: - Mr,
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Mr. Hawkins Browne declared, that in his opiniod, this Mr, H.
was one of ¢'e moft impartial taxes that could poflibly be Browne.
impofed ; it would extend to perfons of all deferiptions, and
was not liable to any one of the obje&ions ftated by his ho- -
nourable friend, which were very ftrong and important ob-

jetions, but were not applicable in the prefent cafe.

Sir Benjamin Hammett explained. - He contended, that gir Benj.
this was a mofl partial tax, and affeQed bankers only. He Hammett.
had, he faid, formerly heard a right honourable gentleman
declare, that not a guinea -fhould be paid, unlefs every
Member of that Houfe was liable .to pay a part of it: he
wifhed to refort to that ftandard. There was no cominodity
they could tax, no houfe, no land, no goods, but every
Member of that Houfe onght to be liable to contribute a

”

_part.  Not a fingle guinea ought to be raifed but where the”

whole community were to bear a part of the burden. Sir
Benjamin declared, he only knew one exception to this, and
that was unavoilable necefiity. If the .right honourable
gentlemen could thew. him that neceflity exifted, he fhould,
pot fay a word more upon the fubjeét. Fhe neceffity, which
confounded all the principles of right and wrong, of juftice
and injuftice, would, he doubted not, prove {fuch refolutions

to be undeniably requifite: but {ure he was, there was no.

reafon to have recourfe to that peceflity. Such taxes de-
firoyed all the fecurity of private property, and would be'a
juﬁ‘iﬁable caufe of refiftance. .

Mr. Maxtin faid, that as the meafure appeared to him to
be intended to prevent fraud, it had his hearty approbation.
There was, in his opinion, fomething in the fraud of
cheating the public revenue, which ftruck him as being a
much greater crime than that of robbing individuals. .If
taxes were evaded, he thought others fhould be impofed which
would affeét all claffes of people.. If the tax was not a
good one, he hoped it would not pafs; if it was a proper
tax, it fhould have his approbation.. ‘

Mr. Pulteney faid, the only queftion was, whether the v,
tax came under the ptinciple of the fhop tax. He made a Pulteney.
few obfervations on the refolutions, and feemed to entertain
fome doubts whether they were impartial or not. - .

Mr. Thornton {aid a few words on the {ubjet. Notesand Mr.
bills of exchange could not, he obferved, bear an equal tax; Thornton
at the fame time he did not with particulatly to objedt to
thefe refolutions, but wifhed a general liberality on the fub-
jelt. . . , o
! Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that it was certainly his Mr, Pist.
aim to lay every tax as equally on every man as he poflibly
could doj but in each particular café it was utterly impoffi-
ble; and the utmoft that could be expected was, that when

3Hz2 all

Mr.
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impoflible, Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, to reduce to pradtice fo

perfect a {yftem of taxation, as one that would fuit itfelf to -

every individual. - ‘
Sir Benjamin Hammett once more rofe. He fiill declared

Hammett. it to be his opinion that a tax of one thilling, which did not

M.
BakCYO

Sir Benj. .

attach on every Member of that Houfe, ought not to be im- {

pofed on the country. If, he faid, any of the taxes which
conflituted the many millions of "annual revenue to the
country, had been impofed on {uch principles as he conceived
this to be, he begged that the right honourable gentleman,
or any gentleman in the Houfe, would point it out to him.
Sir Benjamin concluded by faying, that the right honourable
gentleman had better take all their property at once.

Mr. Baker faid, that if gentlemen dealf in gold there was

1o tax upon it, but if they dealt in paper, they were to have

thofe taxes which had been fiated. - Paper, he obferved, ;

raifed a credit; and fome gentlemen could live by it, and
therefore he prefumed there was great profit arifing from it 3
a tax upon it was confequently by no means unreafonable,

Sir Benjamin Hammett contended, that the principle upon

Hammett, which thefe refolutions had been brought forward, and upon

- than where the name was firft iflued,

which they were attempted to be juftified, would juftify the
taking of all their property, % '
~ Mr. Alderman Watfon faid a few words on the {fubject.
After which the Chairman having put the queftion, the fol-
lowing refolutions paffed : ' ‘
That it is the opinion of this Committee that a fum not

exceading 3d. be laid upon every. bill of exchange, note, or
draft, or order, payable on demand, where the fum fhall
amount to 40s. and not excéed sl. gs. and which fhall not
be re-iffueable after payment thereof, at any other place

6d. from sl. gs. to 30l -

9d. frem 30l to 5ol

1s. from 5ok to 100l D

35, 6d. from 100L to 208,

as. from 200l and upwards. _

- Upon notes that.fhall be, re- iffueabls,

2d. upon all receipts from 40s. to.201. :
- 4d. from 20l to 5ol o
- 64 from gol. and upwards. ,

The report to be received on Monday next.

“L'he Houfe adjourned. ‘ '

M Pﬂdﬂ_‘}b

A 1991, |
all the taxes were blende_d,together, upon the whole, the |
burden fhould be impartially diftributed. It was, however, |

D EBATES
o Monday, 16th May. _
The order of the day being read, that the Houfe thould

A. 1791,
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refolve itfelf into a Committee of ways and means, Mr, Ale

derman Wat{on prefented a propofal from the Governor and
Court of DireGors of the Bank, ¢ that there fhould be ad-
s vanced for the ufe of Government, a fum of §00,000l,
“ without intereft, as long as the dividends unclaimed fhall
€ amount, after the quarterly ‘ payments, to 600,000l

“¢ upon condition, that as much’ fhall be returned, as the fum

¢¢ total of the unclaimed dividends may fall below that

% fum.” . ; '
The propofition having been read at the table, -
Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved that the propofal be accepted
which was agreed to, and the report was ordered to be re-
ceived to-morrow. '

Croneval @0 1__.* « o~ . o ~ .3

Canmral
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1 and afford, at leaft for the prefent, a fource of re-
?i(i?})teifhe ﬁtuation’cf India called for remedy. The power
at prefent granted to the 'Com.mandcr in Chief was -
competent. Not thinking, be faid, upon the prefent fubject
with thofe gentlemen with whom he was nccuﬂomedfq
a&, he had not confulted them upon his motion; he thoulgxt
it, however, hisduty to make it,” and whether he {hpulc ?r
{hould not be feconded, his duty would be difcharged in mak-
ing it; he concluded with moving, <« That when the offices

of Governor.General of Bengal and Commander in Chief

of the fotces in India are vefted in one and the: fam.e‘ perfon;
it is incompatible with the power of Commander .in Chaeﬁ
and prejudical to the public fervice, that the Co.mmand?rlll]n
Chief; if employed in his military capacity, on either of the
coafts of Coromandel and Malabar, fhould be fubjec to the
orders of the prefidencies of Bombay and Fort St. George,

TYITN. L T Rananal ha

Came)

from the King :

A.wvjg. DEBATES

that could be propofed ; he thould have liked them better if
they -had been much higher; but they were the beft he could
obtain, and the bill being now eflentially better than it was
in other refpe&ts, he withed the Committee to be fatisfied
with the importation prices and duties now to be propofed.
He then moved feveral refolutions, the purport of which
was, - that wheat fhould not be imported from foreign coun-
tries, under the low duties, untill the price was at 50s. oats
at 17s. and other corn in proportion, and that a duty of
2s. 6d. per quarter fhould be payable on wheat, 1s. 6d on
barley, and 1s. on oats, till the price of wheat was g4s. of
-barley 27s. oats 18s.and then the low duties of 6d. 3d. and 2d.
were to take place. :

Mr. Ryder then moved the fame refolutions refpe@ing

| corn from Ireland, except that the ports are to be open for

wheat from thence when the price is 48s. oats at 16s. and
.other cornin proportion ; liable however to the above duties of

2s. 6d. 15, 6d. and 1s. till the prices are g2s. 26s.and 175,

and then the above-mentioned lower duties are to take
place. . o : , '
The duties on flour and meal are proportioned to the above
rices, . L ' c
Thefe refolutions being then reported to the Committee
on the corn bill, Mr, Ryder moved feveral new claufes, which

paﬁ'ed unanirhoudly.

~ The Houfe adjourned.
Wednefday, 18th May.

The Quebec bill having been read a third time, Ford
Sheflield prefented a petition againft it from Mr. Limburner,
agent for the province of Canada, ftating that the people
there had been refufed, upon application, a copy of that bill
by which their Government was to be regulated, and praying

i -that it might not pafs. :

: Mr. Chancellor Pizt faid, that the principles of the bill had M.
-1 ‘been fo long under confideration, and the impoffibility that
174 itsregulations fhould meet the fentiments of all, was fo evi-
1 dent, that it was now the bufinefs of the Houfe to confider
i whether the objections that had been - ftated .were fufficient
.| grounds for delaying the bill.” . )

1 Mr. Alderman Watfon moved, ¢ That the debate fhould
"% ¢ be adjourned till to-morrow.” ' co ‘

The motion was negatived, and the bill pafled.
Mr. Chancellor Pitt then prefented the following Meflage

GEORGE -
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His Majefly finding that the additional charges incurred on ac-
count of the eftablifbment of the younger branches of ! s Reyal Fa-
mily, cannot be defrayed out of the monies applicable to the pur-
pofes of His Mujeriy's civil Government, is wnder the necefficy of
defiving the offiflance of Parliament for this purpofes ond His
Majefly relies on the affection of bis faithfil Commons, ibat they
will make fuch provifion as ihe circumflances may appear to them
to requre. ' :

A, 1 79 tg

Ordered, That His Maiefty’s moft gracious meffage be re-
ferred to the Committee of Supply. o

Mr. Fitt gave notice, that he (hould move that the mef-
fage be taken into confideration on Friday, -

"He then moved the order of the day, that the Houfe re-
{olve itfelf into a Committee, of the whole Houfe, to confider
of ways and means for raifing the fupply granted to His Ma=
! I?’Tpon which, Mr. Rofe moved, « That the feveral ac-
¢ counts that had been prefented to the Houfe, relative to
¢ the Public Income and Expenditure, and likewife the Re<
“ port from the Fifance Committee, fhould be referred to,
¢ the faid Committee of the whole Houfe.,” ~° ¢+ =~

Ordered. C ‘

The Houfe then went into the Committee, Mr, Hobart in
the chair. o T

Mr. Chancellor Pzt faid, he fhould have the -honouf of

laying before the Committee, as fhortly and diftin&ly as
he was able, the articles of expenditure and of ways and
means of the prefent year.. He thought it would be proper,
he faid, to feparate from them thofe articles which had been’
already provided for in the Armament budget, and whicli
amounted to the fum of 3,133,000l  Thisfum had beén
feparately voted for the expence of the armament of Iaft
fammer, and for defraying the expences of 60c0 extra fed-
men. The fum of 1,300,000l had been charged on the con=

. folidated fund of ithe next four quarters. The two {fums

charged on theconfolidated fund were 800,000l. and goo,000l,
which made the fum ‘of '1,300,000l. " *This fum, therefore,
was to be diftinguifhed fronvthe remaining part of the three
millions, which had already been provided for. * The rémains
ing 1,800,000l. hdd been provided for by Exchequer bills,

- &c. Hethould therefore, he faid, leave out of his confide-

> Ry o
7‘)% wza}afz.;-éébz)b“% %ﬂz_ﬁ%fﬂpta{ o7 P

ration the ways and mean's ‘for this 3,1 33,006l, on 'the one

‘hand, “und the expence on the other, for the fake of confining

the attention of the Committee to the other articles which
he withed tolay before them, =+~ -~ 1 o

Navy,
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| The fum total for the army amounted to

(aom: 786 — 3, D48 aoo

DEBATE S
Navy.

2

The firft head, to which he wifhed to call gentlemen’s at-

4 tention, Mr. Pitt faid, was the expences of the Navy ; and
“ here he fhould only confider the expence of 18,000 {eamen,
1 the other 6000 having, as he had ftated, been before provided
1 for. :

4 Expences of 18,000 feamen, for the fervice of

579t - - - £-936,000

| Expences of the navy - - 689,000

1 Repairs of the navy - - T 506,000

Total of the navy - - 2,13 1,000)
ArMy.

OrRDNANCE.

b

He faid there were two articles of deficiency in
" ‘the land and malt tax, to be provided fo_r out
of the fupply. Thefe two articles together,

amounted to - - 400,000
There was alfo a deficiency of grants, amount-
Cingto - T T T . 207,000
. . MISCELLANEOUS SE'RYICZES?
To Somerfet Houfe =" "=~ = 25,000
To African forts = - _— 13,000
To a new corps to Botany Bay -~ - 2,794
To acompenfation for fettling American claims,

~exclufive of Loyalift fufferers - 2000
To a fum paid the Dey of Algiers by our Conful 6,762
To various charges from the civil lift - 213,93% .
To a farther fum to’ American Commiffioners 14,221
To convi@s tranfported to Botany Bay ' - 83,000
To Auditors of Public Accounts  ~ - -~ 4000
To Commiffioners of Land Revenue - 4000
To fundries =" 77 - 7 - ~  8ovo
To Meflis. Eyre and Strahan, for printing Coun~ -

'ty Ele@ion Bill - =0 L. 16,000
To American fufferers - = 172,000
I'lie trial f Warren Haftings, Efg. - "14,0C0,
Annuity to the Duke of Clarence. .= '12,000
T'o be charged to the confolidated fund - 6000

 Bum total of mifcellaneous fervices . ~ 694,000
Total of the Navy, as before flated - 2,131,000
P Army 0 -0 T e - 1,853,000
T o ' ' Ordnance
| Fhurgase Zy 425 250

The various fums for the ordnance amounted to - .443’;67 '

Com: (2, 4, /B3, 847

Ce/o B 5D.2 505 573%,{1“ By, Y08
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QOrdnance - - - 443,000 || o 31
Deficiency of land and malt - - 400,000 i+ If all thefe fums were added together, they would
Deficiency of grants - = 207,000 anjount to T - 5,743,000
. , : . From this fum was to be deducted 3-4ths of a .
Sumn total of the fupplies - 5,728,000 | year’s annuity of the Duke of Clarence - gooD
| Ways aNDp MEANS. T Sum total of Ways and Means - 5,734,600 ,

M. Pitt faid, the above were all the Supplies for the pre- 5

fent year, and he fhould next confider the Ways and Means * The above, Mr. Pitt obferved, were all the ways and

f;or raifing that fupply. , : : i means of the prefent year, and by comparing them with the
}“33 ca_lculated the land and x.nathaS ufual - ) £2,7 50,000 total of the fupplies, it would be feen that they exceeded the .
The furplus of laﬂ:qyear, difpofeable by Parlia- 4 fupply by a few thoufand pounds only. He knew, he faid,
ment, ‘after‘dcjducung all the charges on the , of nothing more that was neceflary to add, in order to lay
confolidated fund, amounted to - 303,221 the fubject diftinQlly before the Committee, except that he

<k

e o e . .
. In addition to this, there was the refource arif- had left the 5,500,000l of Exchequer bills untouched, be-

ing from the mer)’z and which amounted Y caufe they occurred on both fides of the account, and there-

. toavery large fom, viz. - 306,250 ! fore balanced each other. He did not think it neceflary to

The next article w;s;the growing produce of the - i1 detain the Committee by going into a difcuffion of the flate
con'foll'dated fund for the next twelve months, o | of the finances, particularly when he confidered the very able ‘
begirning at the sth day OfAP”l laft, and end- : i and accurate report they had received from the Finance
ing on the sth day of April, 1792. Tl}ey : 1 Committee. The Committee, he obferved, would after-
might judge of the amount of the growing :/ wards have an opportunity of confidering that fubje& fepa-
preduce from the report of the Finance Com-  * i rately, with much more propriety than they poflibly could

mittee, founded on the experience of the three
laft years. Itappéared that theaverage of the
three laft years was very fhort of the amount
of the year before the laft, and fill more fo of
the laft year.

do on the prefent otcafion. He f{aid, he bad no doubt bux
that every gentleman would very attentively examine the
narure and contents of the Finance Report *, and he flattered
himfelf that no one could examine ‘it, without receiving
a great degree of fatisfaCtion. He had only wifhed, he {aid,

with.

The permanent taxes, excluﬁve of the Jand 'qnd 4 to take his eftimates on the moderate average of the.three
malt, amounted to 13,472,286l., from ‘_Nthh’ . years, and noton the receipt of the laft year, although the
was to be dedu&edv 1 1,36120991.,4.conﬁﬂ1ng Qf : 4 revenue of the laft year exceeded his calculation on that of
t.he intereft and cnarges of public debfg civil & former years by four hundred thoufand pounds. He con-

. hift, &c., and the furplus am/oqq@g} to - 2,110,000 i cluded with moving a refolution for the application of a fum

Outﬁap(}xng balan;c;e of accountg -~ 154000 i out of the confolidated fund to the current fervice of the

In addition to this, he faid, he might take : ear. ' ' : :
150>0091~ from the probable increafes of re- : Mr. Sheridan objeCted, on general grounds, to theright .
ceipt, viz. 100,000l. tobaccgo, 30,000}, land- + honourable gentleman’s ftatement, but he admitted that the Sheridan.-
tax arrears, and 10,000l hem’P duty; for {1 day was at laft arrived-when he could agree with the right
gentlemen WOllld_ObfGTVG,’ that if the' regula- honourable gentleman, that the report of the Committee of
tions on fOl}aCCO had takfen place.durmg that : 1 finance was as fair a report as could be expelted.: There
period, anq if the taxes impofed in 1789 had 1 were, Mr Sheridan faid, certain omiffions on both fides of
been taken into the account, they would have - -1 the account, which would not have happened had he had
made a conﬁde‘rable addition, He {houl.d, | the honour of being a member of the Committee, and to’
hmyever, only "loofely calculate the duties A i which he objected ;.but as he meant to name the firlt vacant
which would arife on the above-mentioned ac- , day.for difcufling it, it was not his intention to go into it
counts, and take them at the very moderate - 4 then; he would barely remark that the report coincided
fum of - - L. 120,000 ] - -

' ‘ ];f ¥ Vide the Report of the Sele@ Committee, printed for.], Debrett,
. S

[
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with every word he had ever troubled the Houfe with on the
fubje@. The Committee had ftated their report with great
candour and great accuracy, and the refalt, Mr. Sheridan
faid, was, that it was evident his Majefty’s Minifters had fince
the year 1780 gone on with fuch encrealing prodigality,
that the new report, fo far from confirming what the report
of the Committee of 1786 gave the Houfe to exped, viz.
that they would be that day voting the permanent peace efta-
blifhment as they ftated it, ftated that in 1791 thev were
altually called on to vote half a million miore, which, with
the increale of the cafual expences, madza difference of one
million three hundred thoufand pounds more than they were
given to imagine would be the expenditure of the prefent yeaf.
M. Sheridan faid, hedid admit that there had been an in-
creafe of income within the laft year, but gentlemen muft
tiot goaway with the idea that the expenditure had not
greatly exceeded what the Revenue Committee of 1786
taught them to expect would be the expenditure of the pre-
fent year. -Before, therefore, they adopted the Report of the
new Committee, the alarming circumitance that he had men-
tioned ought to be explained to the country. Mr. Sheridan
in the courfe of his fpeech referred to Mr. Steele’s argument
on a former day, and fupported his affertion by ftating the

particulars on which he refted it, viz. that there wasa per- -

manent increafe of 500,000l on the total amount of. the
expences of the army, navy, ordnance, and mifcellaneous
fervices, and 8co,ocol. arifing from incidental and cafual
expences: He added that we had paid off annuities of 250,000«
a year, and added apermanent increafg of 500,000l a year to
the national expenditure. ’

ir. Chancellor Pizt expreflfed his fatisfaltion at the ho-
nourable gentleman’s declaration, that he would name a
feparate day for the difcuflion of the fubje@, becaufe, if the
honourable gentleman, or any other, entertained doubts up-
on the Report of the Committee, or on any part of what he
had fiated that day, it certainly would_be better to difcufs
thofe doubts on fome particular day, than in a converfation;,
when another and a different topic was under confidération,
‘With regard to the allufion to what had been {uid: by his
honourable friznd, (Mr. Steele) on a former day, he
“was very confident his honourable friend never did itate the’
permanent revenue as likely to be that, which the honourable
geptleman  had juft imputed to his honourable friend;
but the amount of his honourable friend’s argument had
been, “that in cafle the expenditure thould, from accidental

¢ircumftances, increale, the income of theé country would |

proportionably increafe, fo that the public receipt would at
all times cover the public expenditure, Mr. Pitt proceeded
' o ' to

/
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to obferve, that there was no part-of the fubjeét which was

oot familiar to the Houle; *-and which had not been debated

again and again, in every feffion fincethe year 1786, He
declared himfelf happy, however, -that the  honourable gen-
tleman agreed with him in giving due praife to the candour,
the fairnefs, and the accuracy.of the Committee of Finance,
as exemplified in their report.  As to the amount of the ex~
penditure, the honourable gentleman, he obferved, had
flated that there was an increafe of permanent eftablithment

of §00,000l. in anfwer to Wwhich, he muft declare, that much

of that increafe was not to be confidered as expences whicl
would be permanent,, but as charges that were accidentally.
incutred. Thefe charges Wir. Pitt_ftated, and particularly
mentioned 201,000l: for neceflaries in our dock yards, which
would of courfe operate as a faving'in fature, . In anfwei to
the extraordinary manner in which thehonourable gentleman
bad, commented on’ other parts of the fubje&t, {o as to make
up his alledged increafe of 1;500,000l. he muft,-he faid, be
indulged with a few words.” He ther went into a detail of
the whole expenditure, and concluded with obferving, that
Mr. Sheridan included in his excefs, the deficiencies - of the:

1and and malt, .and the fum deftined fg_r’th'q Auwerican Loy-

alifts. « S ' , -
| Mr. Sheridan begged leave to fay a few words in reply, M.
and, -he declared, they fhould be a very few words. Réfer- Sheridan.
ring to the report of -the Committee of Revenue of 1786, he,
thewed, that the teport of the Committee of 1791, in the
ftatement of the expenditure, direCtly contradiCted what the
report of the Committee of 1786 taught them to lcok for~
ward to, as the probable peace eftablithment in the year 1791.
Another word he faid, he muit utter, with regard to the
challenge given by the honourable . friend (Mr. Steele) of
the right honourable gentleman.. The latter denied that his
right honourable friend had given any fuch challenge or
pledge, as he had exprefsly ftated when the fubject was laft
the ground-of debate, and feemed to treat it as a ridiculous
thing that his honourable friend, or any of his honourable
friends, could have attempted to juftify the report of 1780,
Mr: Sheridan obferved, " that the Chancellor of the Exchequer
had himfelf admitted an excefs of 380,000L.. in three articles
only, exclufive of. the mifcellaneous articles, and therefore
“he contended that he'had a right to fay, that there washalf
a million increafe on'the permanent eftablifhment:, "It was,
he-declared, ~a point’ on-which he fhould "particularly iﬁﬁi’c, .
and it ought not to be flurred over, but the country fhould
know precifely how the cafe flood. They had, he faid,
bought up anndities” of 200,000l and.incutred a-permanent .
debt of three millionss The fad was, that the fubjeét had
~ Vor. XXIX., = CmK T been
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been delufively ftated, and gloffed over, in order to appear
well in the eyes of the public, and fo he had ever contended ;
but it had never been admitted at all, that any part of Wh&'é
he difputed was' founded -before "that day; whereas,. from
what the right honourable gentleman had himfelf faid that
day, it was evident to the Committee, that he had been
correct in all that he had advanced. Mr. Sheridan before
he concluded went into particulars to prove his afféttions,
and defired the Committee to attend to the whole of them i‘x;

- forming their opinion on the fubject. S
. M. P‘itt., in reply, again detailed the principal arficles of
* the expenditure, in order to prove that the honourable. gen-
tleman was completely miftaken. ,

i Mr. Mr. Sheridan got up, once more to anfwer feveral parts of
: Sheridan, N_l"r.‘Px;t.r_"'s ]‘a&_ argument. He admitted, that a gfeat caufe
| of the increafe was tobe imputed to unforéfeen circumftances;
it fuch as.the provifion for the younger part of the Royal Fa-
g mily, whichhe declared he ‘highly approved; but he con<
o tended that every ‘year would bring with it its amount of ca-

: fual and incidental expences, which oughtto be allowed for,
and therfore it was incumbent on them ‘ to inform the
country of the real truth, and not delude the people byg
telling them that this year there would be fuch a furplus,
and next year a greater, when the chance was entirely the
other way. Mor. Sheridan mentioned the finithing of Carl-
. ton Houfe, which wolld occafion another incréafe, and to
s which the Houfe was committed, having promifed to provide

forit, the Prince having po intereft init, &c. and therefore
it muft foon come under confideration. He alfo adverted to
the debt from Holland, and faid, if the payments by inftall-
gl _ ments, were: applied to the expenditure inftead of extin<
guithing . the publicdebt, that the whole of that loan muft
! be added to the amount of the national expenditure. :
i Mr.Rofe, Mr. Rofe faid, he was of a very différent opinion from'
i : tyhe,hoyn?umblga gentleman, and whenever they came to difcufs
i the fubjet, hehad no doubt but he fhould be able to prove’

that the honourable gentleman was miftaken. There were a
great number of mifcellaneous fervices;: Mr. Rofé faid, which’
- his right honourable friend had ftated, and which it muft be
obvious could mever occur again; and if the fubjedt were
decurately examined, he was. confident that inftead of
1,300,000l. the excef$ would be found to beé little morz than
300,000l. . ' o : '

- Mir. Fox faid, that he would in'a few words {tate what he
at prefent meant to fay. The obfervations, which he had:
to offer, it gave him.no fatisfaltion to make, and would:
give them no fatisfaction to hear. - It now appeared, that the
Committee of 1786 Had been miiftaken with regardto Ho

5 . : C lefs
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lefs a fum than goo,ecols The blame indeed lay not on
them ; this increafe of expence, except in the additional
1o0,0col. for the army, could not be forefeen. But at the
fame time, if this Committee, with all their knowledge,
with all the weight which had beengiven to their {tatements,
had been miftaken to fo large an amount, the circumitance,
though it could not affet his confidence in them individually,
very much diminifhed his confidence in all Committees of
this fort. The additional expence of the army alone had
been ftated to be permanent. And he at the time had ob-
jected to the addition to the eftablifhment of {o large a per-
manent expence. But the additional expence of the navy,
of the ordnance, and of the mifcellaneous fervices, had never
been ftated to be permanent. A Committee in 1786 {tates
fuch a fum; and in the {pace of only five years, an addition
of 500,0col. appears neceffary, He was ready to allow the

" ftatement that had been made by the right honourable gen-

tleman with regard to the tontine million. With regard to
the mifcellaneous fervices in 1786, the Committee had efti-
mated this article of the -expence at only 70,000l." Suchan
eftimate, at the time, appeared to every body as quite toa
little, and to carry ridicule in the very face of it. The pre-
fent -Committee had ftated the mifcellaneous fervices at
120,000l This fum likewife, to his honourable friend, ap-
peared too little. To be fure, an honourable gentleman on
the other fide had fcouted the idea that thisfum could pof-
fibly be deemed too little; but it was probable that he ilqi_gh,_t
have treated, in the fame manner, any objection to the for-
mer fum of 470,000l.; he had pledged himfelf to make it
appear that the fum of 120,000l. was, fully fufficient, but
as he had proved that he was miftaken before, it might be
believed that he could be miftaken again. The revenue,
wewere told, continued Mr. Fox, had encreafed in propor-
tion to the additional expence ; but what provifion did this
aflurance afford us for future expence? Will the revenue
always encreafe in proportion to the encreafe of expence ?
The "converfe of the propofition, there was but too much
reafon to apprehend, would be the eafe. That had, in this
inftance, happened to the public, which frequently happens
to individuals.: Calcuations with refpet to their revenue.
were, according to circumftances, juft or unjuft. = Butany
eftimate formed of their expenditure alway fell below the
mark. 'What had we to expedt, if at the very outfet of
what was fated as our peace eftablifhment,. the fum exceeded
the eftimates that had been formed confiderably upwards of
300,000l. ? No circumftances have happened fince 1786 to
ryender any increafe of expence neceflary.  On the contrary,
any alteration that had taken place in the general fituation

,31{9" o of
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" of affairs, ought rather to have had a contrary effe®.  The |

right honourable gentleman had treated it asa matter of in-

diiférence whether the inflallments were applied to difcharge
‘the debt, or to defray the fervicesof the current years Here
‘Mr. Fox faid, he begged leave to differ ‘with him. If we
‘had had nothing to do with the 178,0c0l. any deficiency in

_the fum neceflary for the current fervice would have been |

found out," and fome way orother fupplied. It appeared to
‘him, that in the prefent fitoation of the country; our ex-
"pences otghttobe fet at the loweft mark poffible ; and. if the
revenue was increafing, that- that increale ought to be ap-
plied, in order to difcharge the debt, and not to promote any
‘addition of expence that might be made to the effablifhment.
“Mr. Fox faid he had rifen on purpofe to put the country on
their guard againft “the reports of Commitiees. It now ap-
‘peared.that the report of no Committee, however well inten-
tioned, or however able, could be implicitly received. Af-
ter fo grofs a miftake, which amounted, by the calculation
of his honourable friend, to' 500,000l anld by that of the
right honourable gen‘leman = was allowed not to fall much
‘Thort of 400,000l it was ‘proper to liften to their efiimates
'with diffidence. It was neceffary, by their own aive ceco-
‘nomy, and by'their attention to whatever related to public
“expenditire, to render thefe ‘accounts true, inftead of im-
‘plicitly receiving them on the-faith of a repert, till the mo-
ment of reckoning cdine, that fhoutd convirice” them of the
error of their confidence, ¢ and < the- fallacy of t_héié"

v

_ hopes.’ ' JECL e
Mr. - -Mr. Pulteney remarked, that if ¢he attual expenditure now
Pulteney. differed from what the report in 1786 had ftated; it ought to
_be on the permarent peace eftablithment, even in the propor-

tion admitted by -the Chancellor of the Exchequer.. He.
thought that” cifcumflancé wotthy" of confideration, and

that the” expenditure of the country’ oughs to be managed as
ceconomiically “as” poffible. - He " faid, one material article
which had been' ftated as perinanent, was the navyeftimates;

and tothis point”he thought very particular attention was

due; becaufe, in the detail - of the extraordinary expences of

the naval eftablifliment, they muft all - know that it was lia,

ble, from its nature, to much fraud and extravagance ; and

this could not beput in a fironger Tight, than by the ftate-

‘ment given in by Sir Charles Middleton, ‘a man well verfed

in the detail of the neceflary expences, and acquainted - with
.thearticles that weremoft liable to be wafted or overcharged.

His ffatement differed, to the amount of more than 100,000k

Arom another given.in.” Mr. Pulteney faid, he only meant,

. by mlentioning’ this circumftance,. to fhew that much atten-

* tion fhould be paid to this, being one. great branch of per-

oo oL ‘manent
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maneut expence.  With regard to the cajculations made’
either in the - prefent report, or that of 1786, he thought it
‘was unfair to confider as calculations’ or .opinions of the
Committees, becaufe, in fa&, they were only calcualations -
and opinions formed from materials which were laid before
thefe Committeey.. T

Mr. Fox faid, that he had always confidered the reports Mr, Fox:
‘as founded on the information which was.laid before the :
Committee, - _ ’ _— S L
- The refolutions were feverally put and agreed to, and the
‘Houfe being refumed, the report was ordeied to be brought
upto-morrow. o - :
The Houfe adjourned.
: - Thurfday, 1gth May.

“The report of the Budget was brought up by Mr. Hobart,
and the refolutions having been read a firft and fecond time,\
were agreed to. v S -

. Mr. Benfield withed to know what the amount of the un- - Mr.
funded debt-was? He fhould have been glad, -be faid, if the Benfield,
Finance Committee had ftited the amount.of the unfunded
as well as of the funded debt. " Tt would have been ‘a credit
to the country to lock all its incumbrances in the face,., and
it was a fubject which moft undoubtedly ought to be laid be-~
fore the Publie, s |

Mr. Ryder informed the honourable gentleman, that ifhe g,
would perufe the Report of the Finance Committee, he Ryder,
would find the unfunded debt was exprefsly ftated in it.

During the réading the report of the Committee of Ways
and Means, . . . IR L

Mr. M. 4. Taplor rofe, and faid, he real]_y wifhed for in- Mr. M.
formation on a fubje€t of, which he profeffed: himfelf to-be A. Tay-
ighorant, not having been in the - Houfe: the preceding day,  lor
He underftocd that the right honourable fréitleman intended,
on-the following day,:to, move for;"a farther {um of money
for the Royal Family ; he wifhed, therefore, to knowv:,wha_t
had béén,: or was meant to be dode for the widow of;th? late . ..uf
Duke of - Cumberland, who ought undoubtedly- to have'an
handfome provifion equal to her dignity.? If the right ho-
nourable gentleman, he faid, would condefcend to favour
hiin with an anfwer, it would decide whether he fhould or
thould not think it neceflary to bring forward a motion on
the fubjeét. - - :

*+ Mr. Chancellor Pit faid, he had not propofed anly'thi!ng M. Pitt..

hee§
S

r

on the fubject alluded to by the honourable gentleman, not
having had it in command from His.Majefty to make ‘any
fach propofition to the Houfe ; and deeming it highly unbe-
goming in him to ftate any-thing to the Houfe refpecting any
. o , ‘ ‘ ‘ part’
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part of the Royal Family, unlefs he had previoufly ‘received
His Majefty’s orders to that purpofe. It was not, M. Pitt
faid, a fit fubject for difcuflion in that Houfe; but if the
“honourable qentleman would look to the account of the civil
lift charges that lav on the table, he would fee the fam paid
~ to the Dughefs of Cumberland by way of annuity.

When the refolution relative to the Lottery was read,

Mr. I{u[y faid, with refpet to the lottery, although the
profits of it had been greater this year than it had been on 4
any former year, and although they ought to thank the right
honourable gentleman (Mr. Pite) for making the moft of it,
yet he was clearly of opinion that it was ‘attended with the
moft pernicious confequences. It was a great difcouragement
to the honeft induftry of the country ; it inflamed the defires
of every poor perfon, and of every poor fervant, in this great
~ metropolis to grow rich at once, and not'by the flow and
- gradual means of honeft induftry and daily labour. He faid,

it was dithonourable and thameful to the country to counte-
nance fuch a fraudulent bargain, They faw men buy and
give more for lottery tickets than they knew’ they were
worth, This was undeniably a fraudulent bargain, and was
fhameful to the country.. The Minifter put thefe tickets up
o aulion, to get the beft price for them, and to induce per-
tons to become pmchaiers at a high and advanced rate.  Be-
fides that, before the tickets came to thofe poor deluded .
people, the Public got 3co,000l., and it was extremely pro-
bable that Lottery-office keepers got as much more by felling
the number of tickets twice over, and by infuring. He knew,
he faid, that he had the majority of both fides of the Houfe
wgamﬁ him, but he neverthelefs felt it to be his duty to {peak
his‘opinion. He thought the country received much more
damage from a lottery than profit ; and he hoped and trufied
that she right honourable gentleman would make this the
faft, He ﬁud, if the Houfe entertained the {ame fentiments
with regard to lotteries that he did, they would put an end
to them at onice.

.« Mr. Chanecellor Pirt {aid, he entertained an opinion on the. !
fuhjeé‘[ extremely different from that {tated by the honourable. .
geiitleman; fo far from being of his way of thinking, he

- thould be forry if the enfuing were to be the laft lottery. He
thought it was a refource of which the Public ought to avai}
itfelf. If they were to put an end to the lottery, he con-
ceived that would not put an end to the principles and prac-
tice of gambling, but that the Public would fuffer all the in-
convenience without. reaping any of the benefit.  They
could not prevent people from having recourfe to the lotte~
ries &f other countries, and ‘to private adventures, which

‘would be attenued with mlore ferious confequences to indi-
~viduals,,
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s¢ fpe@ing the application of the money for the additionsto, .

¢« and furnifhing of, Carlton Houfe.”
Mr. Harrifon did not conceive it poffible for any obje&xon

621

Mr.

to be made to the motion, and he thought that they ought Harrifon.

to gointoa Committee to fee whether the money had been
properly applied. He faid, as he underftood it was the
Prince of Wales’s with that the application of the mo-
nies {hould be inquired into, he would glve the. motion his
{upport.

Mr. Chanceller Pitt and Mr. Dundas were both of opi-
nion that very ferious doubts were to be entertained whether
the motion ought to be granteds *They believed it was als
moft without precedent to have a Committee of-that {ort,
unlefs they knew explicitly that the motion was defired by
his Royal Elighnefs the Prince of Wales. A motion more

difrefpectful could not be made, Mr. Pitt faid, unlefs it had’

his Royal Highnefs’s confent. He faw nothmg elfe to coun-
terbalance his objections on the face of it. Unlefs therefore
fome gentlemm would get up and pledge himfelf that it was
the Prince’s wifh, he muft objet to it, and he did not know
but he fhould go beyond his duty as a Member of Parliament
to agree to it even under any circumftances or any explana-
tion.
" Mr. Windham {aid, he was the la{’c perfon to {ufpeét. any

Nr

mxfappllmtxon of the money voted for Carlton Houfe, but-Windham.

they ought to know how the money already voted had beea .

applied.
Mir. Noel Edwards theught it was highly proper toinflitute
an inquiry on the fubjet.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt afked if the honourable ventleman had ppp, Pire,

any inftru@ion from the Prince to declare it to be his with
that the application of the money fhould be inquired
into.

Mr. Windham faid, cer tamly not.

Mr. Sheridan here read aletter from Lord %ulhampton _

to Mr.. Pitt, one of the papers prefented that day, from
which it clearly appeared that his Royal Highnefs the Prince
of Wales was extremely defirous that an inquiry fhould
bemade, andthe whole application of the money fully invefti-
gated.

to a Committee.
The Committee confifted of the following gentlemen :

Lord Sheffield, Lord J. Ruffel, Mr, Dundas, Lord Apfley,

Mr. C. fownﬁnd, Sir W, LOH)@'], Mr. B. Watfon, Mr,

Anftruther, Mr, Baftard, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. J. Smith,
Mr. Huffey, Mr. N, Fdww s, Mr. Fox; Mr. Pitt, and
M 1. Sheridan,

The

On that ground the Chancellor of the Exchequer '1greed,‘

TR
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The order of the day being read for the Houfe to refolve
itfelf into a Committee, on the Report of the Sele€t Com-=
mittee appointed to examine the feveral papers relating.to
the public Income and Expenditure, Mr. Jolliffe took the
chaire - . - :

Mor. Sheridan rofe, and faid, he rejoiced that they were
now in a form to examine with accuracy, whether his affer-
tions and predi€tions on the ftate of the finances, or thofe
. of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had been verified by
faéts and events. The Committee need not be alarmed at
the number of the refolutions which he meant to move (forty)
although they were, he believed, one for every Member pre-
fent ; becaufe, being founded ou the reports of the Revenue
Committees of 1786 and 1791, it required but little argu-
ment to fupport them. It was uaneceflary, he faid, forhim
to prefs on the aitention of .the Committee, that no fubject
could be more important, than whether or not Parliament
was doing its duty to the Public on the ftate of the finances ;
was exhibiting a true account of their atual fituation, and
watching over every circumftance in the receipt and expen=
diture of the money levied on the people, with the attention
that their duty to their conftituentsrequired.

Experience thewed, that all the circumftances of domeftic
economy, in which.nations were formerly interefted, the pa-

triotifm of their rulers, and the charalers of this or that A

great man, were becoming daily of lefs importance, except

the management of public money, and the mode oftaking it-.

from the people. . When he confidered this, he faid, he could
not but be furprifed at the conduét of the Houfe of Commons,
on a fubjet to which he thought they could not be too at-
tentive,” Inftead of attention, he had obferved, for many
years, a remiflnefs, which was far from creditable. From
‘the examination of public accounts they {feemed to fhrink as
from a tafk, which was either not within their province, or
above their comprehenfion. Revenue regulations and tax
bills they appeared to confider as things which they were to
vote on confidence in the Minifter, notwithftanding the
multitude of provifions which they generally contained, by
almeft every one of which the liberty of the fubject was more
or lefs connefted. In confequence of this confidential care~
leflnefs, Mr. Sheridan {aid, he had never been able to get a
tax bill printed, though he had often attempted it, an attempt
in which he'was perfuaded he muft at length fucceed ; for it
was not to ‘be believed that the Houfe would perfevere in

pafling bills, containing a great variety of important and

complicatcd"clau{bs, without taking the ordinary means to
comprehend and underfiand them. ‘ ¥

It

g

Tt was not a little extraordinary, he faid, that when they
had appointed a Selel Committee to examine and revife the
report of the Committee of 1786, on the ftate of the public
revenue and expence, when the Committee of 1791 had made
an eftimate of the probable expence of the future peace eftab-
lilhment, exceeding the eftimate of the Committee of 1986 .
by half a million, that the Houfe had received that eftimate
without afking a {ingle queftion refpecting the caufe of the
increafe ; and had voted fupplies for the peace eftablifhment
of the current year, independent of the armament, exceeding
the increafed eftimate by 8oo,000l,, without a fingle reafon
affigned why the peace eftablifhbment of 1791 fhould be
greater than that of future years was expected to be. It was
equally extraordinary that the Committee of 1791 told the
Houfe that the revenue had rifen half a million above the
eftimate of 1786, and that the permanent expence had rifen
above the eftimate in the f{ame proportion; fo that all -the
produce of new taxes, of arbitrary and oppreflive regulations,
of the unjuftifiable extenfion of the Excife laws fince 1486,
had gone to the fupport of new eftablifhments, and not to the
reduction of the public debt. It was not the duty of the
Seleét Committee to inquire inte the increafe of the eftab-
lithments. ‘They had, however, made an eftimate of it in
their report, and {uch was the refult of it. -The Houfe had
received it without the leaft furprife,.  Were an hiftorian to
give an account of the affairs of Europe fince 1786, in his
Chapter of Iinance, after- detailing the fituation of other
States, he might naturally fay, ¢ When we look to Great
Britain, after the inquiry that fhe had inftituted, and the
principles of economy that fhe had laid down, we muft fup--
pofe that fhe was availing herfelf 'of the quiet of her only
formidable rival, and the fecurity which the confequently
enjoyed was employed in reducing her eftablifhment, and
applying her increafed revenue to conquer the only enemy

fhe had to dread, her national debt.” = Inflead of this, we

‘had been increafing all the means of defence in proportion as
our fecurity increafed ; and our “Miniftzrs had thought it
their duty to look out for new enemies,” when France ceafed
‘to be the object of our dread. Mr. Sheridan faid, he had
heard the extraordinary increafe of the revenve, exultingly
ftated by an honourable geniicman (Mr. Steele) before Chrift-
-mas; in oppofition to which, Mr. Sheridan faid, he had then

~aflerted, that the average receipt, fince 1786, did not amount

to the eftimate of 1785, and the report of the Committee
now proved the aflertion. Inthataverage, he could not in-
clude the receipt of the laft year, becaufe he had not the ac~
counts of it before him. But he admitted, that it had been’

' greaf,
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great, and fhould, by and by, explain from what circum-
ftances.

The Committee of 1786 found the annual

. amount of permanent taxes at - - ,{".1'2,‘0.{;2,697
They had eftimated it at - - 12,797,471
1t produced in 1786 - - 11,830,531
'Falling fhort of the eflimate - - 960,940

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, continued Mr. Sheri-
dan, whofe bufinefs it was to raife public credit as highas he
could, that he might lofe as little as poflible of his own,
refolved to get rid of this  deficiency, and to fcrew up the
annual receipt by every poflible means. It was highly proper
to do this; but it ought to have been done openly, ona fair
ftatement of the caufe, inftead of being doneby what was
called regulation of taxes, which were in many cafes new
taxes, and other indire& methods. '

Tt was a falfe principle that the true ftate. of the finances
was not to be told to the Public. Being once fairly and ho-
neftly ftated, and open and avowed means provided' to re-
move any deficiency, public credit would increafe with pub-
lic confidence. As one inftance of indire&t revenue, the af-

fefled duties, on pretence of frauds and evafions, were trans-
ferred from the Excife to the Stamp Office ; and inftead of the -

ufual mode of prefuming every man to be innocent till he was
proved guilty, every--man was prefumed to be a defaulter,
who could not prove that he was not.  Under the threat of a
rigorous’ and expenfive Exchequer procefs, it was aflumed
that no man “had paid at the Excife Office, and all were
called upon to pay at the Tax Office.  Thofe who had paid
and had miflaid their receipts, or who did not like trouble,
could not apply at the Excife Office, as they were told they
might do, to have the payment made there “returned, and by
this mode a confiderable fam was obtained, but certainly in
a very unfair way of taxzation. Something fimilar to this
happened when 10' per cent. was added to the affefied daties,
as part of the ways and means, for the expences of theSpa-
nifh armament. About three months after, the ColleCtor

came at Lady Day, and demanded 1o per cent. not for a

quarter, but for a whole year. With juft as much pro-
priety, in point cf principle; might he have demanded it for
ten years. All thefe indire&t modes of raifing money did
harm. Retrofpetive taxes deprived the confumer of the

‘option which he ought to have, of ufing or not ufing-the

thing taxed; they infulted the feelings of men, and taught
them to confider taxes not as a fair and neceffary contribution
- for
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for the public berieit, But s a harfh tind unexpecied impo-
fition. - ’ ‘ ’

The averige of 1786 and 1787 wis = f£.12,295,663
Lefs than the eftimate by - - s5o1,808 ¢
The average of 1786, 87, 83; was = - 12,468,002
Lefs than thie eftimateby - = & 320,376
The average of 1786, 87, 88, 89 - - 12,053,537
Lefs than the eftimate by A

Thus all the dccounts in whic¢h the great incredfe of the rex

- venue had been blazoned forth, for four years, had been cir-

calated for the purpoft of deluding the Public, and obtaining
an eafy concurrence to the progreflive increafe of annual ex-
pences. ’ N
The average of 1786, 87, 88, 89, go

Exceeding the eftimate by - 81,837

- If the calculation, -Mr. Sheridan faid, were made on the
dmount of the permanent taxes, and the land and malt, the

‘refult would be ftill more unfavourable to the eftimate of thé

Committee of 1786, That Committee, befides the taxes on
which they calculated, pointed out various additional aids,
fo that the Public had a right to expe& a coufiderable furplus
above their eftimate. "The Chancellor of the Exchequer had

. not been {paring of regulations 3 he had modified and amended

tax bills with all the effect of new taxes, and extended the
odious fyftem of Excife, and yet, with all thefe helps, the
average produce of the revenue, fince that eftimate was
made, gave only the inconfiderable excefs above ftated.—
Gentlemen muft own, that there never was a period more
favourable to the increafe of the revenue in all its branches,
or than which a more favourable could be expected. Now,
in the produce of 17go, which alonehad faved the credit of

" the Committee of 1786, even in-appearances, there were cir+

camftances which contributed to {fwell the amount that could

not beexpected to be permanent. The produce of the fifty=
third weck, which came-in only once in fix years, was
193,000l. By the additional duties on fpirits, impofed_be-.

fore Chriftmas, about 100,000l. had been brought into the

- account of that year, which was only an anticipation of the

receipt of the next year. The duties on Apirits exceeded
what they produced in 1786, by 500,000l There was alfo
an extracrdinary increafe on tea, wood, and tobacco. . It had
always been admitted, thatputting tobacco under the Excife
laws, would increafe the revenue for a {hort time 3 but it was

denied that the increafe would be permanent. . Tt remained -

to be feen whether it would be fo or not. The Coimr}ittfz'e
of 1791 faid the increafe of revenue might be relied on, be~

Vor. XXIX. 4L caufe
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- eaufe it was on articles of general confumption. The ar-
ticles ftated ‘were fo, but on many other articles of general
confumption there appeared, from the accounts, to be a de-

creafe. In the two laft.years, 240,000l had beest taken out
of the hands of the Receiver General of the Cuftoms, 'which
was confidered as a floating balance not likely to be diminifh-
ed ; but whether diminifhed or not, it could not come in aid
of future years. : : - g

~ Onlooking at thefe, and other articles, Mr. Sheridan faid,
he did not think that the -receipt of 1790 would be perma-~
sent. The fele@ Committee had very properly diftrufted
the receipt of that year; and founded their eftimate on an

average of three years. Ashe meant to follow their report -

as clofely as he could, - his refolutions were founded on that
average. Theexpenditure fince 1786 exceeded, on an ave-
rage, the calculation of the Committee by about one million,
This excefs had been defrayed by extraordinary aids, which
werenow firft properly brought forward, and clafled in the
report of the felet Committee. They amounted to {fix
millions ; and by fo much fince 1786 had the annual expence
exceeded the permanent annual income. From the account
of extraordinary aids, the Committee excluded the Dutch
loan; now ifthe inftalments by which it was repaid were
paid into the hands of the Commiffioners for reducing the
public debt, that exclufion would be proper; but as they
were added to the ways and means of the current year, the
repayments would be {pent while the annuity on which the
principal was raifed, remained, and would be as much an
addition to the public debt as any other whatever. He was
not lefs farprifed, he faid, at another paflage of the report,
After flating the extraordinary aids, it added, ¢ From the
* nature of the articles, which have compofed thefe extraor-
¢ dinary aids, it is evidently impoffible to form any eftimate
* of what farther receipt may be expected under fuch of
‘¢ thofe heads, ascan recur in furure.,” This {feemed to im-
ply, -that fome of thofe aids might be expected to be efficient,
or that fomething confiderable might be ftill expe&ted from
the whole. Heaflerted, that none of them could be efficient
to any degree, except the lottery. The refpited arrears
from the India Company, amounting to 522,500l being
paid, could produce nothing for a future year. Thearrears
of land and malt due.before 1786 had gradually diminifhed
to a very fmall fum, and were now exhaufted. ~Of the im-
preft monies and mionies repaid, amounting to 820,165l.,
6oo,co0l. was received from the India Company for the ex-

-

_pence of troops in India. This ought rather to be confidered

#sa loan than-anaid, becaufe it was a claim which the Com>

pany had always difputed, A right ,l,z,onou;ablé gentleman

3 | v (Mr.
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(M. Dundas) had, indeed, faid, ¢ Letus get the money,
<« and fee how they will get it back ;” but if there were not a
certain management, he would not fay, collufion, between
Government and the Company, there could be little doubt,
but that they would get it back on the fair confiruétion of
the a&t of Parliament, on which it was demanded.  This
appeared to {well the payments under that head for the laft
two years to a large amount; but if it were dedudted, the
produce of impreft monies, and monies repaid, had fallen to
nothing. , ' -

The repavments of the Dutch lean, Mr. Sheridan faid,
as he had already fhewn, muft either be applied to the ex-
tin&ion of debt, or thefum Jent, added to the increafe of
funded debt. ~ The army favings, which had arifen from the
i{Tues of the war, were no longer produétive; in fhort, not
one of the heads of extraordinary aids could be looked to in
future, except the lottery, if Parliament fhould think fit to

continue ity and he fhould never think the finances in a -

flourifhing fituation while fo mifchievous a fource. was re-
forted to. : :

Such being the future profpe&t of the revenue, what was

the {tate of the expenditure? The Committee of 1786 efti-
mated the navy at 1,800,000l.; the Committtee of 1791
eftimated it at 2,000,co0l. What confidence couldthe pub-
lic give to fuch eftimates, when they faw {uch an increafe,
without any reafon affigned for it, and when they faw a fum
voted for the current year confiderably exceeding the higheft
eftimate ? The Committee of 1791 had not ftated any time
at which a peace eftablithment, according to their eftimate,
might be expeQed; and in forbearing to do this, they had
been wifer than their predeceflors. He wifhed that Minifters
would try a peace eftablithment, if it were but a year or two,
by way of experiment, to fee how.the circumftances- of the
country could bear it, © The eftimate of the army in 1786,
was 1,0600,000l. in 1791, it was 1,748,8421. The ordnance
in 1786, was 348,000l. In 1791, it was 375,000l. The
noble Duke, at the head of the ordnance, ftated fuch reafons

~ for the increafe, as fhewed that new articles were always

likely to arife, and that no eftimate was to be depended on.
The noble Duke, who was a great economift, and had
many qualities that fitted him for his department, : if he were

not fo great an engineer, added reafons to his eftimate, and:

then thewed how little faith was dus o it. _

© Mr. Sheridan faid, that he had now run over the heads on

which his refolutions were founded; and he requefted, th:t

when the Chancellor of the Exchequer heard them moved,

he would not negative or move- the previous queftion upon

them, unlefs he could thew that they were falfe. He faid
‘ ' 4L 2. this,
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this, becaufe he had moved refolutions on the report of the
Committee of 1786, which, though as clear in point of faé,
from the report, asthat two and two make four, the right
honourable gentleman had negatived, on pretence that they
contained falls indeed, but facts which it was not neceflary to
declare. It was hardly needful, Mr, Sheridan faid, to read
the whole of them, becaufe they were not a feries of logical
iﬁldu@,ions, but independent faéis, and he fhould move the
rft. ' ‘ '

Mr. Pitt. My, Chancellor Pitz withed to -.h‘ear the whole, becaufe

Mr.

the obje&t of the Committee was not. merely. to inquire,
whether the refolutions -were true or falfe, but whether they
were material to declaring the flate of the finances, as it ap-
peared in the report of the fele&t Commirtee. T ‘

Mr, Sheridan then read his refolutions,” with comments

Sheridan. on each.  The laft, he faid; was an inference from the

whole, which, if true, it wasa duty which they owed to
their conftituents to declare. ' ‘

Mr. Pir.  Mr, Chancellor Pit rofe as foon as the refolutions had

been read, and remarked, that in the maunner in which
they had been now read, it would be utterly impoflible, at
the firft view, to enter into the.variety of detail, or follow.
thefe refolutions ‘through the multiplicity of calculations,
At the fame time he exprefled his defire that they fhould un-,
dergo a full and fuir difcuflion. There were fome of them,
he faid, with which he agreed ; others to which he would
diffent, but upon the general view, he did not think that they.
needed be put to the queftion; and the conclufion which he,
would draw from the whole’ would be eflentially differént,
He therefore wifhed, that for the prefent, the honourable,
gentleman would only move his refolutions, and leave them
to be confidered, Mor. Pitt faid, he likewife was willing to
read the.refolutions on the other fide, in order that gentlemen
might be furnifhed with the means of comparifon, and be
enabled to come fully prepared for the difcuffion. His ob-
jeét was torender the flatement of the bufinefs fo plain, that

every man in the country might be fully acquainted with a

fubject, in which certainly he was moft materially interefted,
the fituation of its finances. ' : -

Mr. Rofe.  Mr. Rofé thought it would be beft to move the refolutions,

Mr. Fox.

and have them printed ; which, though not ftrictly regular,

might be done by a general concurrence.

Mr. Sheridan exprefled his aflent to this method..-

Mr. Fox faid, he had no’intention now to enter into de-
bate, but fomething had - fallen from the right -honourable
gentleman, for which he was forry.  With fome of the refo-
lutions he had exprefled his agreement, to others his diffent,

‘but that upon the general view he thought that they needed™

' ) o ' . 3 "~ not
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not be put to the queftion. Now he was of opinion, that

~ gvery one of the refolutions of his honourable friend ought to

receive an aye or a no. The public ought to be convinced
whether thefe refolutions were fupported merely by the au-
thority of anindividual, or founded upon falts. ‘

Mr. Chancellor Pizz had no objection to go into the detail ; My, Pier.

but this, he faid, was a paint which muft depend upon the
difcuflion that fhould afterwards take place. 1In the mean
time, he did not think the authority of one icdividual fuf-
ficient to call the Houfe to decide upon refolutions, which
were not, hp,on the general view, deemed of importance.
Monday he reckongd might be a fit day for the difcuﬁion,.
My. Pitt then read feven propofitions, drawn, up by himf{elf
and a few friends, who, he faid, had taken great pains with
the fubjet. As to extraordinary -expences and extraordi-
nary refources, neither of thefe, Mr, Pite faid, hehad taken
into confideration. If it fhould be thought neceflary like-
@viﬁ: to bring forward thefe, they would form two other re-
folutions. He trufted now that gentlemen, being in full
\p:oﬁ'é,iﬁon of all the materials of difcuflion, would be enabled
to come to a decided conclufion on the fubject,

"Mr. Fox rofe again and faid, the chief obje&t .was not, in Mr, Fox.

his opinion, the refult that the Houfe would form, but
which the public at large would form ; for though they had
not in common with the Members of that Houfe, the advan-
tage to be drawn from the. power of reafoning upon ﬁgqres,
yet they could eafily diftinguifh. what were fadts decided

npon by the authority of the Houfe of Commons, an.d
ground theiropinion upon thofe faéts. He repeated, thatit
was his earneft with to have on eyery propofition a diftinct
affirmatjve or a diftin¢t negative.

" Mr, Chancellor Piz faid, that he had no objeéticn to t'hofe'Mr', Ditt.

fa&'s which fhould lead to a conclufion.

Mr. Sheridan faid, that his obje€t was not merely to ftate 1y,

fadts and figures for the information of the Houfe and the §heridan.

country ;- he. wanted :likewife fomething to be done. He
wanted the Houfe to difapprove of the extraordinary expencey
that the Minifter might be called on for an explanation. -If
the expence of the eftablifhments, he obferved, fhould - ftill
increafe with the revenue, a{yftem would be eftablithed of
the moft lavith prodigality. The propofitions of the right
honourable gentleman, he faid, were in general fair and ex-
plicit; with the firft, however, he could not concur. The
income of thefe-five laft years had not exceeded the eftimate
of the Committee of 1986; for they had afferted, " that if
cettain laws were enacted for the protection of the taxes,
they would produce fo much more. On that ground .h'e
would negative the firft refolution. "They had likewife*ﬁ‘rd,.v

' ‘ - ' that
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that the extraordinary expences would be defrayed by the ex-
. traordinary receipts: in this too they had failed, for a loan
8 had become neceflary. ‘ v
g Mr. Mr. Thornton{aid, he could not but feel fome alarm, asa
I Thorntan Member of tlie fele&t Committee, when the honourable
5 gentleman gave notice of his intention to come forward. with
. thirty-five refolutions, partly grounded on the report of the
i Committee; he was happy, however, to find that the whole
fubject was to undergo a regular and deliberate difcuffion on
Monday. :
At length the Chairman was dire@ed to report progrefs,
and the Committee were, upon motion in the Houfe, ordered

630

to {it again on Monday. :

Mr. Mr. Benfield was then calied on from the Treafury fide
Benfield. of the Houfe to proceed with his comments on the Eaft-India
budget, but he excufled himfelf from entering upon a long
detail of figures at that late hour, and named Tuefday next,
which was agreed on. E S

Mr. Chancellor Pizt obferved, that as they had not any
private bufinefs on the table, he hoped, that on Monday and
"Tuefday, gentlemen would come down early, and enter up-
on bufinefsat four o’clock each day precifely. '

The Houfe adjourned, '

]i‘/f&ﬂday, 6th Fune, )

The adjourned debate on Mr. Cecil’s Divorce bill, accord-
ing to the order of the day, being refumed, and the queftion
being put, ¢ That this bill do pafs,” - o

Mpr. Baker wilhed to call the attention of the Houfe to
the bill then before them, in which there did not appear to
him to be fufhicient” provifion made for Mrs. Cecil. Mr.
Baker ftated that Mrs. Cecil had brought Mr. Cecil a very
large fortune, confifting ‘of an eftate of 60ool. per annum,
and many theoufand pounds in cath, That Mr. Cecil had
run through the greater part of both, That after having
come to the knowledge of one criminal fa&, he had forgiven
jt, and imprudently delivered Mrs. Cecil into the hands of
the adulterer. The latter fa@, Mr. Baker faid, was not
in proof hefore the Houfe, but he had heard it from a quarter
which left no doubt within his mind of itsauthenticity. Mr.
Baker remarked, that the Houfe, in the confideration of
Divorce bills in general, paid too little attention to the pro-
vifion for the lady, and as he could not but conclude,” that
when apprized of foch fa&lsas he had ftated, in a cafe of
i A. and B. (or any indifferent parties, who were not of rank

| and expectation in the country, from their near alliance to a
o noble Earl), the Houfe would not pafs fuch a bill as the
1 ~ prefent, he was content with having done his duty, and
T : would

i Mr. Pite.

Fdr.Baker
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would leave it to the Houfe to a@ as they thought pro-
per. ‘ '

"This gave rife to a thort debate.

Mr. Puwys faid, what the honourable gentleman had ftated, Me.
would have induced him to oppofe the bill, hadhe not under- Powyss
ftood that a noble Lord had engaged to pay Mrs. Cecil an
annuity of 1cool a year, and that {he was perfeclly contented
with the bill as it ftood at prefent. ' - '

Sit George Howard informed the Houfe that he had the Sir Gea.
preceding day received a letter from Mrs. .Cccil’s_ agent, Howarde
acquainting him, thar fhe was perfeQly fatisfied with the
provifion fhe had already, and the annuity Lord Exeter had
engaged to allow her of 1000l. a year.  Sir George faid, the
agent was in waiting ready to come to the bar of tlie Houfe,
and give an anfwer to any queftions they might pleafe toput
to him. . A

Sir William Scottr remarked, that there were in the cafe Sir W,
three parties, Mr. Cecil, Mrs. Cecil, and the Houfe, whofe Scott.
duty it was to fee that proper provifion was made f9r the
lady in the bill.  Confent of parties, Sir William obferved,
was always a circomftance of fufpicion in cafes of that na=
ture, and ought to operate rather as an alatin to the. caution
of the Houfe, than as a circumftance tending to {utisfy them
that their duty was performed, He wifhed that the agent for
Mrs. Cecil might be called in. ‘ o

Mr, Grey was then called to the bar, and upon being
queftioned by Sir William “Scott, Sir George Howard, Mr.
Sheridan, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Hufley, aflured the Houfe
that Mrs. Cecil gave her free confent to the bill, and was
fatisfied with the intereft of feventeen thoufand -pounds,
which fhe was entitled to by her marriage fettlement, and
an annuity of 1000l. which Lord Exeter bad engaged to pay
her and to fecure on his eftate, in lieu of her pin money.
After fome farther converfation, and Mr, Grey being with-
drawn, o »

Mr. Fowkes, agent for Mr. Cecil, was called in and ex-
amined, when le confirmed what Mr. Grey had faid, and
ftated that Lord Exeter had engaged to fecure the annuity
of [. 1000 to Mrs. Cecil on eftates at his own difpotal, and
in which he had a better intereft than being tenant for life,
and that be, (Mr. Fowkes) was ready to give his under- "
taking for Mr. Ceeil’s confent to fuch annuity being lecured
on that part of Lord Exeter’s eftate in which he had ajeint
intereft..

" Another converfation took place after Mr. Fowkes had
withdrawn, when Sir John Ingilby prefled much for thar be-
ing done by the bill; which the agents had teld them would
be done by confent of parties. Sir John painted the h}trc.l- ‘
. : \ S ip
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fhip of thecafe on thé part of Mrs. Cecil in ftrong colours,
alledging that the eftate the brought Mr. Cecil was a noble
one, that he had diflipated her fortune, that the parks were
plouged up, the timber cut down, and the whole in the hands®
of Mr. Cecil’s creditors. , -

Mr. Sheridun thought with the honourable Baronet, that
a claufe for the purpofe of fecuring the annuity of 1000l to

_Mrs.. Cecil {hould be inferted in the bill, and ‘therefore he

wifhed the morion were withdiawn. . ‘
The Speaker ftated, ‘that the queftion had. been put on a

former day, and the debate on it adjourned; there was fome

difficulty therefore in the matter, as it was not ufual to with-

“draw a motion that had appeared in the votes; ‘it was a

. Mr.
Benfield.

"difﬁculty,»-h‘owcver, which the Houfe could certainly fur~

mount if it thought proper. A o
This brought-on a thort quéftion of order, in which Mr.
Powys, Mr. Rofe, and Mr. Sheridan, took part, but on
Sir Wiiliam Scott’s declaring, that in the prefent inftance
his doubts had been removed by what the Houfe had heard
from the agent’, and that he was ready to give his confent
to the bill; he, however, would ferioufly recommend it to
the Houfe to pay more attention -in future to the provifion
made for the female, in cafes of divorce, than they had
been accuftomed to do. The queftion was now put, when
the Houfe divided; : o
: Ayes, 48; Noes, 24. ‘ L
Mr. Benfield now rofe, and obferved, that his object, in
anfwer to what Mr, Dundas had lately ftated on- the fubject
of Indian finances, was to move for 2 Committee to inquire
into, and examine the grounds of Mr. Dundas’s alledged
ftatements ; but as the advanced period of the feffion ren-
dered it highly improbable that any f{uch Committee fhould

~ be granted, or-if granted, could be carried into éﬁ‘e&, he
" would wave troubling the Houfe any farther on the fubje

Mr.Grey.

at prefent, but wait patiently till_axlotlwepfeﬂio_n,_ when, as
the matter was of infinite importance to the country, he

hoped it would be taken up by fome abler hand, declaring;

as he then did, thar be that gentleman who he would, he
thould freely command his beft affiftance.. R

Mr. Grey then rofe, and obferved,. that from the period of
the feffion, it was perfetly impofitble for the Committee ap-

pointed to inquire into the ftate of the different jails, &c. to .

make that progrefs they had wifhed, or to do any thing ef-
feCtual, till the next feflion of Parliament : he was, however,
anxious to have it clearly and diftin@ly underftood by that
Houfe, and the Public at large, that he did not mean to in-
troduce any thing like the principle of an infolvent debtor’s

-at ; but what he propofed was upon other, and, he trufted,

better
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better principles; upon principles as much calculated for
the fecurity of the creditor as the relief of the debtor. He
mentioned this, that thofe unfortunate men confined in the
King’s Bench, and other prifons, might not entertain
groundlefs hopes of what was not likely to happen, and
thence be induced to go into any improper excefles, as they
had lately done, which could ferve no purpofe upon earth
but to hurt themfelves in the end, and defeat the very obje&
they aimed at.  In order that the Committee might be en-
-abled to profecute this bufinefs with greater advantage in the
aext feflion, Mr. Grey faid he would move,

¢ That there be prepared, in order to be laid before this

¢ Houfe in the next feflion of Parliament, Liftsof the names

¢ of all the perfons who fhall be confined for debts on the
¢ 1ftday of October, 1791, in the feveral prifons within the
¢ kingdom of England, the Principality of Wales, and the
“ town of Berwick wpon Tweed, diftinguithing whether
¢ {uch perfons are fo confined in execution or upon mefne
¢¢ procefs, andf{pecifying the particular fums for which fuch
¢ perfons are charged refpeflively, and the times when they
¢ were firft committed, and which of them are married and
¢ have children, as far as it can be done ; and alfo {pecifying
“ how many of the {aid debtors receive allowahces under the
“ acts commonly called the Lords A&s; and that, with
“ fuch lifts, there be alfo fent an account of the greateft

o~

*

- % number of perfons canfined for debt at any one period in

‘“ each year, fince the year 1780, in each jail, and how
“ many debtors have died in each jail fince the year 1480,
$¢ the amount of their debts refpeCtively, and the time for
¢ which each was confined, and diftinguithing the Courts
¢ out of which the procefs iffued, and for which fuch debtors
¢ are confined.” :

Mr. Burton faid, he was not going to obje& to the motion,
but to propofe an amendment to it.,  What he meant was,
that there fhould be added to the motion, ‘an’account, diftin-

EN

guithing the Courts that iffued the procefs, by which fuch -

perfons were confined. His reafon for this, Mr. Burton
faid, was, becaufe there were fome Courts in the kingdom,
that imprifoned for very {mall fums, and which Courts did
not exift elfewhere.  Mr. Burton complained of the extreme
hardfhip of confining debtors for feveral years for very fmall
fums.” He mentioned an inftance which had fallen under his
knowledge, and which had happened in a principality with
which he had .the honour to be conne&ed, of a woman who

~had been detained in prifon, fome years, for a debt which ori-

ginally amounted only to eighteen pence, and which, by
cofts, had been mounted up to-twelve pounds, till at Iaft her
cafe had attraGed notice, and fhe was releafed by a fubfecrip-

Vor, XXIX. 4+ M tion.
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tion. Other fimilar inftances might be mentioned. This honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) thought it neceffary that
evil, he thought, demanded a remedy; and therefore pro- ~ vouchers fhould be brought to the feveral falls, before it
pofed, .as an anendment to the motion, ¢ That there fhould ¢ could be entertained by the Houfe: that in confequence,

634 PARLIAMENTARY A 1791,

« be laid before the Houfe the procefles originaliy inftituted

« againft thofe debtors whe weve confinad, &c.”

Mr.Grey.  Mr. Grey faid he was extremely cbiiged to the honourable
gentleman for his amendinent, which was added to the mo-
tion, , ‘

IMr. Grey next moved, ¢ That the faid order be fent to
¢¢ the Sherifls of the {everal conuties in England, Wales, &c.
¢ and thav copi=s of the fame be tran{mitted by them to the

: #¢ jaiiors and keepers of all the prifons where debtors are con-
¢ fined within cheir refpefive counties.” o

Mr. Ald, Mr. Alderman Le Mefurier exprefled a doubt of fome dif-

Le Mefu- ficulty vefpecting detuiners, that were often lodged againft-

ricr. prifoners, and which prevented them from being difcharged:
He {aid, he only fpoke of Newgate, the pradtice of which

_jail he had bécome acquainted with, in confequence of hav-

ing ferved the office of Sheriff for London and Middle<
{ex. = ) A )
Mr.Grey. Mr. Grey faid, his motion was rather intended with a view
to cbtain informatien from the diftant parts of the country,

~ than from the metropolis, - o

Mr. ©  Mr, Burton obferved that he was net fure whether the
Burton. words of the motion were fufficiently extenfive; in a great
many counties there were inferior franchifes, which had a

local jurifdiftion, and where prifoners were coufined for

debt. He thought the words of the motien ought to be made

] . .
extenfive enough to reach everv jail. ‘ :
Mr. M. Mitford faid, he had invended this feffion to have

Mitford. brouvght in abill in order to change the law as pra&iced.in
fome of the Courts in Wales by repealing an”alt that paffed in
the reign of Henry V1il.

~ Both Mr. Grey’s motions were agreed to.
Mr. Mr. Hippefley vofe to make his promifed motion, which

Hippefley he had withdrawn on a former day, refpefting’ the pay
of the troops in India, which, he obferved, in its confe-
quences, was a fubjet of as much bmportance as had been
brought before the Houfe this fefion.. His obje&t was,
to vindicate the juft claims, and offer fome futare [ecurity to
a valuable defcription of men, who had fought patiently and
bravely under accumulated difficulties, and whofe unprece-
dented {uiferings could be equalled only by the willing (pirit,
the fortitude, and perfeverance, which enabled them to alk
under them. That on the fidelity and atrachment of this
defeription of men depended the exiftence of the Briviiu em-
pire in Tndia.  #r, Hippefley obferved, ihac when he {tated
'the grounds of his prefent motionin a former debate, a right

: honour-

S T T NSt

Mr. Hippefley had written to feveral officers of rank, and
the Paymafter of the Scuthern army, in the laft war, whofe
replies he had piinted and circulated among the Members
of the Houfe. ™Mr. Hippefley had alfo moved for the
production of a letter from Colonel Fullarton, Comman-
der in Chief of the Southern army, to the Govern-
ment of Madras, which letter was on the table, from
which Mr.- Hippefley read fome extrats, ftating, that
the large arrears due to the troops, and other grievances,
réndered it almoft impracticable for officers to maintain dif-
cipline in their corps, happy if they could prevent mutiny
among men, who, brave and faithful as they undoubtedly
were, could hardly be refirained from clamour; when re-
duced to procure fubfiftence, by felling their own children !
Such fa&s, Mr. Hippefley obferved, had fallen within his
own knowledge, as well as Colonel Fullarton’s; and he fub-
mitted to the feelings of the Houfe, what fort of diftrefs that
muit be, when conflitting with the extreme attachment every
native of the Eaft is known te cherifh for his family. Mr.
Hippefley then ftated the teftimonies to the merits and
fervices of the cofficers of the faft-India Company, whofe
diftrefles had been little fhort of what had been endured by
the native troops ; that they were habituated to act in emer-
gencies with a facility that few {ubordinate officers in Europe
ever had a profpeé of acquiring; that their zeal, knowledge,
and ability, was ftrongly exemplified during the laft war;
that their humanity had not been lefs confpicuous than their
judgement and difcretion, in foothing the f{ufferings of their
foldiers, relieving their wants, and refiraining, as far.as pof-
fible, the well-grounded clamours of men, whom the public
exigences had left in the extremity of difirefs. "That Colonel
Fullarton had alfo wifely obferved, that the Public fhould
ever be watchful and liberal to confirm the attachment of
the fepoys; that by their good condud®, their {ettlements had
hitherto been preferved ; and to them muft we look for after
ftability ; let them receive the common juftice due to every
foldier; let them be regularly paid, and enabled to fubfift their
families. Mr.Hippefley then proceeded to flate rhe difiinétion
which obtained, Jaft war, in'the {outhern provinces, in the
mode of paying the King’s and Company’s troops, whofe me-
rits were confefledly equal, but whofe treatwent, with refpect
to the payment, had been widely and painfully diftimilar.
The King’s troops, in the garrifous and field, he could ftate
from his own knowledge, were always paid iheir fubfiftence .
two,months in adyvance, and in gold, purchafed geneérally at
S 4M 2 a pre-
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a premiam for that exprefs purpofe; while - the. Company’s
troops, on the fame duty, received their pay in the debafed
currency of the provinces, on which they fuffered an imme-
diate lofs, often of 12 or 15 per cent, That while the
King’s troops were two months in advance, the native troops
were from ten to twenty months in arrear. ‘That Colonel
Fullarton had in fome inftances taken on himfelf to regulate
the exchange in favour of the troops, but this was rare, and
at hisown rifque, being authorifed only by his humanity,
That the fepoys were generally burdened with large fami-
lies, from the cuftom of early mafria'ges; their fituation,
therefore, was the more diftrefsful. Mr. Hippefley then
ftated the mode of liquidating the arrears of the army by pa-
per; on which the troops futtained a lofs, on an average, of
50 per cent., as the paper could only be exchanged for bonds,
when audited, which bore nearly as high a difcount at Ma-
dras ; and that at Bombay the Company’s bonds were to bé
purchafed, at the fame period, at 65 or 40 per cent. difcount.
Mr. Hippefley obferved, that he was very forry he did not
fee an honourable Member prefent, (Major Maitland) who
had promifed him, whenever he fhould bring forward this
motion, that he would do juftice to it; and would fay, inhis
place, that from his own experiencehe could vouch, that many
of the Company’s officers were driven to the fad neceffity of
even afking a dinner from the King’s officers, with whom they
were {erving, though on fo unequal terms in point of pay-
ment. Mr. Hippefley paid a very handfome compliment to

Mr. Burke, the King’s Paymafter General in India, who had -

often been placed in fituations of great difficulty, which called
for the exertion of all his judgement and accommodating
difpofition, as well as the exercife of his perfonal credit, in
keeping up the payments to His Majefty’s troops. Mr.
tippefley then adverted to a variety of other proofs
in his hand, and to the letters of Colonel Fullarton, Sir
Henry Cofby, and Mr. Dighy, which he had-printed, and
delivered in circulation to the Members, from himfelf, to
evince the neceflity of reform. '

\

tion of fuch arrears fhould take place of all other ‘difburfe-
ments, and in fuch manner as to fecure the troops from any
eventual lofs whatever.”

3. ¢ Thatitis the duty of thofe entrufted with the di-
rection and controul of the affairs of the Eaft- India Company,
to concert fuch meafures with HisMajeity’s Secretary at War
and Paymafter General, as may moft effectually fecure the |
obfervance of a regulation fo neceffary to preferve harmony
in the fervice,” : N

General §mith rofe to fecond the motion. He complained
of the hardfhips which were fuffered by the fepoys, from the
manner in whiche they received their pay. . It might be .
wondered, he faid, how they could at all contrive to {ubfifk
with {uch large arrears due to them as had been ftated by his
honourable friend: but they had an allowance of a certain
quantity of rice. Yet notwithftanding, fuch was the ex-
tremity to which they were reduced, that they would come
and offer to the Paymafter for one guinea, what to them was
worth feven or eight pounds, and would even have recourfe
for a fubfifience to the thocking expedient of felling their own
children. The General went over much of the grounds,
before ftated, in fupport of Mr. Hippefley’s motions. He,
in particular, ftated the cafe of fix regiments of native cavalry
laft war, whofe pay had been fuffered to run {everal months
inarrear; thefe regiments were up the country many miles
from the main ariny, when they mutinied, and confined
their officers 5 the confequence was, the army wis obliged to
march to the fix regiments, inorder to reftoredifcipline, and
fet the officers at Jiberty. When they came up with them,
they demanded  inftant and unconditional {ubmiffion from
the fix regiments, and he was forry to fay, that two of the
moft forward of thofe concerned in the mutiny were- blown
from the mouth of a gun. The General commented on this
faft, and obferved, that it was ufual to pay the fepoys in
bills, and that they frequently fold a bill of eight or ten
pounds, for two guineas, two guineas and a half, or three
guineas, and that there was notice given them, in common,

Mr. Hippefley then moved, _

t. ¢ That itappears to this Houfe, that the payments to
Fis Majefty’s troops ferving in India,. and thofe of the
Eaft-India Company, ought to be kept as equal as poflible;
-and that the refpective payments thould be fo ordered, that
the troops of the faid Eaft-1ndia Company fhould not be ex-
i pofed to any delay or lofs, by exchange, or otherwife, from
i which His Majefty’s troops ferving in the fame garrifons or
diftric&ts, may be exempted.” '

that at a public office in Madras, they might have their bills
difcounted. ' -

Mr. Dundas acknowledged that the evils which were now  Mr.
complained of, had exifted ten years ago, but, he faid, he Dundac, ;
had no reafon to believe that they would ever return.  Dif~ !
putes, indeed, fometimes happened between His Majefty’s i
and the Company’s troops, relative to the inequality of their ]
fituation, chiefly in refpe&t of rank. But he could not but
object to a motion which had been brought forward, unfap-

C2e Tha? if any arrears to the troops fhould, during ported by any new falts, while he gave all credit to the ge- i
tie prefent war m_lmha, be unavoidably incurred, the liquida- - uerous and hwmane intentions of the honourable mover. 5‘
: ‘ ' tion. 2 ’ At : ]
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At the fame time he fuggefted, that if any evil could be
proved to exift, application was open to him in his official
capacity, and the means of redrefs would {peedily be pro-
vided. :

Mr. Hippefley, in reply to Mr. Dundas, obferved, that
his wifh in bringing forward thofe motions was by no means
to embarrafs the executive Governmentin [ndia, but that he
was wholly actuated by a fentiment of duty towards a fervice
of which he had been a Member, and from a commiferation
of the hard{kips which he had himfelf witnefled. He could
by no means, he faid, agree with the right honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Dundas) that there was no probability of-the
future exiftence of thefeevils.  They had exifted in the late
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war, principally from the want of refources, and a mifap-

plication, at the conclufion, of fuch as they had; in March
(laft year) General TMeadows writes that © a long arrear was
¢ then due.” What might it be now, atked Mr. Hippefley,
and what probably in futare? Mr. Hippefley faid, that if
the right honourable gentleman would give him affurances in
his place, that orders fhould be fent cut equivalent to the
provifion of his motions, he {hould be well fatisfied to reft on
the word of theright honcurable gentleman fo pledged, as he
could have no objectbut the good of the fervice. Mr. Hip-
pefley concluded with obferving, that as our army was at
prefent infinitely greater than during the laft war, and our
refources lefs, of courfe, the probability of the fame, or
greater embarraffments occurring, was but too probable, if
the war was long protratted, and the Company’s troops
fhould not be expofed to {nch a contingency.

Major Scozt faid, that being appealed to by the right ho-
nourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) he rofe with great plea-
fure to affure the Houfe, that on {ettling the arrangement of

- rank between His Majefty’s and the Company’s Officers,

when he had the honour to be one of the Committee who at-
tended the right honourable gentleman, he found him to be
moft completely difpofed to do every thing in his power to
remove every juft caule of complaint; and from what he
then faw of that right honourable gentleman’s free and can-
did dealings in that inftance, he thould reft fully (atisfied
with a declaration from him, that he would take effectual
means to remove that very ferious grievance which prevailed
i the laft war, owing to a very invidious diftin&ion in the
mode of iffuing the pay to the King’s and the Company’s
forces. The Major faid the Company’s army had great ob-
ligations to the honourable gentleman (Mr. Hippefley) for
the mode in which he had brought the prefent motion for-
ward to the notice of the Houle.
Member, the Major faid, he was ftill old enough to recol-

: . : . ]_e&}.

Though not a very old ‘
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le@, that the exiftence of thofe diftrefles, which had been
fo ably ftated, and fo well and ably feconded by the honour-
able General, had beén firongly difputed in that Houfe; but

as the faét feemed now to be univerfally admitted, he thould.

fay no more of it at tiie prefent moment. :
~"As Mr. Hippefley underilood from Mr. Dundas that or-
ders would be fent out to the deflired purport, the order of the
day was called, which put an end to the debate.

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to take
into farther confideration the report of the Finance Com-
mittee of 1791, Mr. Joddrell tock the chair. ,

M. Sheridan exprefled his fatisfaion that the adjourn-
ment of the confideration of his refolutions had taken place,
as it had given them time to confider them, and he was fure

that the more they were confiiered, ‘the more they would be

acquiefced in. He obfrrved, that it would be the lefs neceflary
for him then to trouble the Houfe ai any length, as he had
gone into the fubjeCt only on Friday laft.  He was, he faid,
forry to declare that he muft ditter from the refolutions
which had been brought forward by the right honourable
gentleman, (Mr. Pirt). Thofe refolutions were extremely
fhort, and few in number; his own refolutions were much
more munerous, dhe firft flatement of the right honour-
able gentleman over the way, was, ¢ that the average pro-
¢« duce during the laft five vears of the taxes impofed pre-
¢ vious to the year 1750, has excesded the amount ex-
« pe@ted by the Committee, appointed in the year 1789 to
< examine the public income and expenditure.”  That refo-
lution, Mir. Shernidan faid, he muft contradi&. The other
refolution of the right honourable grutleman, he obferved,
merely flated, that all the expenditure of the laft five years

~ had been defrayed either by the ordinary income, by extra-

ordinary income, or by certain {ums that had been borrowed ;
which no doubt was exaltly the method by which the ex-
penditure in all parts of the world muft be defrayed ; in fuch

information, therefore, there was nothing very important or-

very flriking. .

* Mir. She:idan, havirg read over, in a fummary way, the
feven refoluticus brought forward by the Chancellor. of the
Exchequer. declired, that he conceived they did not con-
tainany great intelligence.  He faid, he thought it his daty

Mr.
Sheridan.

to gomore at length into the fubject; and he had endeavoured

.to thew how diffident a Committee thould be, when they

were endeavouring to prove,  what would be the probable
amount of our furure revenue and expenditure. The Com-
mittee of 1586 on that fubject, fell fhort by about 900,000].;
and he contended, - that al! the accounts that, year after year,
had been laid before the public by the right honourable gen-

o S tleman,
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tleman, were abfolutely fallacious, and that the predi&ions
of the fele@t Committee, had completely failed. He had
thought ita part of his duty, Mr. Sheridan faid, to thew,
that the average of two, three, and four years, had fallen
“confiderably fhort of the {um eftimated, and- that the ex-
traordinary refources of laft year had been very great, and
had enabled them to faythat, on the average of the laft five
years, the income did exceed the expenditure by about
51,000l.  The right honourable gentleman had not only, he
faid, thought it fufficieut to ftate that our expence had been
defrayed by our income, but he ‘had alfo thought it right
and neceflary to-ftate what the enormous amount of thofe
‘expences had been, iic the courfe of the laft five years, and
the refources alfo, and to dire&t the attention of the public
to the unfortunate circumftance of its not being likely, that
our expences would diminifh, when our extraordinary re-
fources were nearly exhaufted. :
There was, Mr. Sheridan faid, - another extraordinary
circamftancg highly worthy of obfervation, namely, -that
the Finance Committee of 1786, witha great degree of con-
fidence, had Iaid down a peace eftablifhment that was to have
taken place at the end of the year 179o; the report of the
Committee of 1791 had added between 4 and goo,000l. to
that peace aftablifhment, without alledging a fingle reafon
for fo great an increafe. He faid, he had ftated that fa&,
merely to fhew what little reliance was to be had on the
Committee of 1786 ; and he believed that Committee was
juft as likely to be right as the Committee of 1791.
Mr, Sheridan contended, that while an annuity to the amount
of 111,020l. had been redeemed by the Commiflioners, on
behalf of the public, in the form of debtr repurchafed, an
annuity of four times that amount was propofed to be entailed

on the nation in the form of increafed eftablithment, He

withed, he faid, to come to his laft refolution, which if the
Committee. would grant him, he would willingly wave.all
‘the reft.  He thought he had a right to have that refolution
granted him, fimply on the ground of the difference be-
tween the report of the Finance Committee of 1786, and
that of 1791, with regard to the amount of the peace eftab-
lithment. Here Mr. Sheridan read his laft refolution to the
Committee, which was “ That upon a due confideration of
“ all thefe circumftances and accounts, this Committee
¢ feel it to be their indifpenfible duty-to declare that the
¢ great increafés propofed to the permanent peace eftablifh-
-ment in the report of the fele¢t Committee of 1791,
ought not to be confidered as receiving countenance or
¢ approbation from the Houfe of Commons until the caufes
“ of the{amg fhall be fully explained, and the neceffity of

‘ . % .them
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“thation.contained in his refolutions, was material,
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% them made manifeft,” 1f the Committee ‘would but give;
him the laft refolution, (Mr. Sheridan repeated it) he was
ready to give up all the reft, He then concluded with mov-
ing hisfirft refolution viz, ¢ That it appears that the f@]g&
s¢_ Committee of 1786 proceedéd upon a fuppofition that the
£ annual and permanent taxes then fubfifting, were likely
«.to produce annually the fum of 15,397,4'.711.’ The
Chairman having put the queftion on this refolution, '

640

Mr. Chancellor Piit rofe and obferved, that he did ‘not Mr. Pist,

mean to trouble the Committee much on that refolution,
He affured them, that-he was fo far from feeling any defire
to agree to the compromife propofed by the }10n9}11‘qb!9
gentleman, viz. that if he (Mr. Pitt) would grant him his
Iaft refolution, he (Mr. Sheridan) would: avoid the difcuffion
of all the reft, he was fo far from feeling any difpofition to
accede to fuch a propofition, that he affured the honoura-
ble gentleman, that he was extremely ready and defirous to
difcufs all his other refolutious, ene by one, and likewife to

- difcufs the lait, on which he fhould certainly move a nega-

tive. He wifhed, however, to make a fmall amendment
to- the firft refolution of the honourable gentleman. He
obferved that. the honourable gentlgman_feemefll to thl_n_k
that his (Mr. Pitt’s) refolutions were very defeﬂwe in point
of information; he begged leave therefore to fhew to vyhg{:
‘his refolutions went. They ftated how far, on-the .w_hole_,
during the period that had elapfed fince the Committee of
1786, the amaunt of the revenue had fallen thrt of, or had
exceeded the e€xpeflations entertained by that Committee.
If fuch a thing were material, Mr. Pitt conceived the infor-
: In the
next place, the refolutions proved that all their expgndi_tura
had been defrayed, and fhewed how it had been 'dbefrayeql.
The peace-eftablifhment had not been- calculated-.to have
taken place, duringthe five years, although during that
period very large expences had been incurred; a qatural oby;—:;&
of curiofity therefore was, the. methods by which they had
been able to defray them. The honourable gentleman, had
faid, that there was no novelty in informing him that",_the
expenditure was defrayed either by the ordinary or extraor-
dinary income. That, Mr. Pitt (1eclal'_f:d, had been a fub-
je& of i great deal of difcuflion in the Houfe, and there had

been repeated imputations, both in that Houfe and elfewhere,

that it was impoffible for them to fhew the means they
had to enable them to pay fuch large fums. As there ‘was
much doubt, - whether they could point out the precife means
by which the expenditure had been fo defrayed, and when all
the doubts had been encouraged, - he trufted it was not too
much toftate, plainly and fimply, how it had been-defrayed,
- Ver. XXIX. . 4N He
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He had ftated, Wr. Pitt faid, in a way. that was intelligible
to the public, that it had been defrayed by the prodice
within the five years of the permanent taxes, by the annual
aids onland and malt, and by the fums arifing from extraor~
dinary refources, with the addition of aloan of one million
raiféd by tontine, and 187,000l raifed by fhort annuities.
Thefe, he faid, did not appear to him to be uninterefting
points to be afeertained. ~ S ;
_ After the debt that had been aGually paid, Mr. Pitt faid,
the next thing was the eftimate of their probable income and
probable expenditure in future. Whether thefe things weré

- truly ftated or not, was matter of difcuffion.” Hisidea was,,

that the whole of the bufinefs fhould be concentered into.a

few leading points whichi were intelligible ‘to all, and which

might be underftood by every one; and that they fhould not
go into a great variety of propofitions to diftraét the atten-
tion and embarafs the judgement. On that ground it was,
that he had brought forward his propofitions ; and on that
ground, he, for one, was of opinion, that the. refolutions of
the honourable gentleman rendered the fubjeé complex, and
prevented the truth from being clearly afcertained.” He had
very material obje€ions to a grear numbet. of thefe refolu-

‘tions, which even when ftated correctly, for théfe he main-

tained were not, would rather perplex and encumber, than
elucidate the fubje.. On that ground, Mr. Pitt faid, he
fhould certainly obje to a great many of thefe refolutions;

‘he fhould negative fome - and make amendmments. to others.

Many of them, he {aid, did not convey to the public a juft
imgreflion of the fubject. The honourable gentleman had

faid, that he (Mr. Pitr) hadonly given the ftate of the re-
‘venue, compared with the expenditure, during the lafl five

years; and the honourable gentleman himfelf gave feveral
averages, He had given the averages of two, three, four,
and five years, and had made no diftin&ion between the per-
manent and annual taxes, but had given all thé paft, a&ual,
income. That, Mr., Pitt maintained, he could not give,
betaufe, during feveral of thofe years they had ‘not the land
and malt.  But fuppofing the honourable gentleman could
have gone -through his averages, he had ecither taken too
many or too few. The queflion fimply was, whether;
fince 1786 the revenue and cxpenditure had exceeded each
other, and in what degree. Mr. Pitt in continvation faid,
he objected to the feries of thofe refolutions, fo framed, on

the mere ground, that they calculated the contraft of expen- -
diture, ordinary and extraordinary, with the ordinary in- .

come alone, and had not, as thev ought to have done, faken
in the extraordinary income. There was, he faid, hardly
one of the refolutions, in which the honourable gentleman

. ‘ itated
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“ftated the expenditure, which was not obfeftonable. Be-
caufe the Committee of 1786, and that of 1791 had differed
refpecting the amount of the peace eftablifhment, - the in-
ference that had been drawn from_ that was, that no efti-
‘mate whatever could be depended on. This, Mr. Pitt fzid,
"appeared to him, a very firange conclufion. It was not
very extriordinary for the Committee of 1791, feeing fe-
veral particulars in which the Committee oﬁ 1786 had fal_le(‘i,
‘to have made a provifion for that failure in future; and it
-was not to be wondered at, that the Committee of 1786 had
"éommitted fome fmall miftakes, as they were, to the beft
of his knowlédge, the firft Committee in the hiftory of this

peace eftablifhment. -~ Mr. Pitt concluded with faying, that
though he had no particular objection to .the honourable
‘g‘e?rit'lemaxl’s firft refolution, he thought it would be better
‘with. an amendment, and therefore he fhould move’ tliat
there be . added the words ¢ including the land tdx,
"¢ 1,004,050l malt, 632,360l. and the permanent taxes,
< 12,7975471L7 LN
i Mr. Halbead allowed that there had, indeed, been a ‘woeful
‘deficiency in the income of the firft year (1786) from what
it had been ftated by the fele¢t Committee. But there was.
“fomething, he faid, * unfair in fixing upon this particular
yeary 1786, and f{preading the unfortunate deﬁcqgr}cy pflt
‘over. the average of all the others. Every year fince the in-

‘gentlemen, inftead of taking an average of the-four firft
‘years, take an average which would be fo much more favour-
able, of the two or_three laft? The laft year had more
'than’ fupplied the deficiency of the firft. Mr. Halhead
‘then went at” great length into the calculations, and ar-
‘gued with a view to prove that the refolutions of Mr. She-
" tidan were not founded, but that the refolutions of the Chan-~
cellor of the Exchequer were agreeable to the facts.
* Mr, Sheridan faid, why fhould the honourable gentleman
- wifh to leave out the baneful year.1786, and yet avail him-
felf of the ‘profperous 179o? This difference, fo ftriking in
the produce of different years, was eafily accounted for,
Means,would be contrived, by which the incom’e_ of one
year migkt, for a particular purpofe, be fwelled out, and

view of making the income of the country appear in a more

with the income. of the year previous to 1786. Hence pro-
ceeded “the. deficiency which, according to the honourable
gentleman’s expreffion, had .fo wofully fallen upon that
41 year,  From the fame caufe, he would venture to predict,
%3 R : 4N o2 that

“country who had been appointed to afcertain the whole of the

Mg,
Halheads-

‘come of the country had improved. And why {hould not’

Mr.
Sheridan.

i

the deficiency made to fall upon’ the next; and that with a -

“advantageous light than it could really bear, as was the cafe
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7 that the-income of the prefent year would not be equal to

o that of the precedmg “That the extraordmary expences

were out of the view of the Committee of 1786, Mr. Sheri-
_dan denied to be the cafe; but had no objection to the right
" honourable gentleman’s - amendment, if the figures were
right.  The fair way of taking the. Jand "and malt taxes, he
faid, was on. the annual ‘produce, ‘including the arrears. of
fo:mer years paid in; becaufe the latter would, on an ave-
rage, be pretty equal. The produce was ‘over calculated,
and the intereft of [xchequer bills, from the way of. makmg
up the account, was. under rated,. makmg a difference of

more than 40,000l. a ymr.

Bir, Pi.  Mr. Chancellor Pitt in re ply, faid. th.\t the argument on

teleﬁ of Exchcqucr bills, apphed to future eﬂlmates but
felect Commxttee of 1786 had been accurate in thcnr eﬁla
mate,

Mi. Rofz was ofopuuon that what had fallen from the ho-
nourable gentleman (Mr. ‘Sheridan) both then and on Fria
-day, was very. much caleulated to miflead the Commxttee,
fuch was p'lrtxcular]y the cafe with regard to his averages, in
which he had included the year:1786.  ‘The honourable gen=
‘tleman had faid, that there wasno. reafon why that year
- fhould not be counted; buthe. concewed there was. a very
‘good reafon why that year fhould not . have been taken into-
the account. Ong ftrong reafon Why it thould . not, . was,
becauxe it wasin 1780 that the Commlttee made their .calcu-
latlon, Wthh was not; made for that but for the next year.'
In 1786 various laws pafled which tended (rxeatly to encreafe
the revenue ; the manifelt alt was paffed . that year, which
was intended to prevent fmurrqlm . the wine a&t alfo. pafled,
“which.confiderably increafed the revénue. If the year 1786
were omitted, the revenue of the year 1787 came within a
trifle of the C,ommlttee, and the other years greatly "ex-
ceeded that eltimate. In-the firfk place, Mr. Rofe faid, the
honourable gentleman had ﬁated that the increafe of the re-
venue, was altogether .owing ‘to the excife, and prmc:pally
in the "{rtxcle of {pirits. If that obfervation . were true, it
;[hewed that his right honoumble friend (‘\/Ir. tht) was right
in the decreafe of the duties on foreign. Apirits,. and in the de--
creafe of importation for the benefit of Britifh {pirits... The
regul:mons of _his right honourable friend had. prevented
illegal importation, and, asfaras the obfervation of the ho-

M. Rofe.

honourable: friend. . The. honourable geutleman had faid,
that they had gained a great deal by transferring the’ aﬁéiﬁ:d
taxes ; but th:s, M, Rofe obferved, Waga mxﬂ;ake, for in-

i‘cead

the mode of eﬁlmatmg the land and” malt taxes, and the in-

nourable gentleman went, was not difcreditable to his right

i T e
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| ftead of a gain, there was a lofs. It had alfo been faid, in
Ej the 10-per-cent. tax, unpofed this feffion, that a great gain

had been derived from demanding - the tax for twelve months
; inftead of one quarter. The fm& was, that that was true’

.....

ealy to calculate but by the year.

“T'he honourable gentleman had alfo faid, that the affeffed,
taxes were the true criterfon, by which, to judge of the prof-
perity, of the country, -and that thofe taxes were decreafing
Mr.Rofe thought, that forming an opinion by the flate of
the affeffed taxes, was not the very beft method of judging of

-~ the flourifhing fituation of a country. But, however that
was, the reverfe was true; and inftead of decreafing, they
wete in a regular ftate of increafe. The honourable gentle-
man h'ld ftated lxkewxfe, ‘that all our extraordmary refources

ere at an end, and particularly the imprefs. money. In
anfwer. to whlch ‘Mr. Rofe afferted that there was not the
. leaft reafon in the world to fuppofe that refource would fail.

; T he. honourable gentleman had faid, they ought not to take

b the laft’ year into the account, when they were to Judge of
: our fature income, becaufe it was always fomuch in the
power of the Minifter to anticipate the taxes of the fucceed-

! ing year, and.to make them come quick into the Treafury..

E !;} Mr. Rofe conceived that that was precifely the reafon why

the laft year-fhould be taken into the account. The amount
of the affefled taxes were lefs laft year by £. 170,000, than

~ they were on ‘the average of the three preceding years, and,

 for that reafon, they might expe& that the income of - the
next year, inftead of being £. 16,030,000, would amount to
170,0001 more, making in all 16,200,000l. Mr. Rofe
thought it was his duty to ftate thefe circumftances to the -
Committee, becaufe they were facts which were within the
knowledge of the honourable gentleman himfelf.

Mr. Fox begged leave to fay a few words; with regard to Mr. Fox.
the including year 1786. Ifthey were to take that year
only,. there mlghtbe fome reafon for objeéting to it, but if
they were to take in the laft year, which had exceeded very
much the former years, he could not, Mr. Fox declared,
fee by what rule they were to leave out the year 1786, be-
caufe it had been an unprodutive year. That they fhould
take in the one year, and overlook the other, was a mode of
rea{'omng ‘which he could not comprehend Confidering
the way in which they dealt with his honourable friend; he
never could be right : his honourable friend was right at the
end of the firft year; nay,’ “he was right at the end of the fe-
cond year; he was right at the énd, of the third, and of the
fourth year then came 3n extraordmary year, which enabled

. : the

.

i
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the other fide of the Houfe to fay, that the average income

of the laft five years had exceeded the expenditure by 51,0001

But thofe calculations, Mr. Fox obferved, were only to be

made when they pleafed his honourable fr lend was rlgln at
< the endof four years, but there was not then any inquiry, and
therefore, Mr. Fox declared, he conceived it to be the moft-
foolifh and the moft ridicu lom thing in the world to make
any predi&ions, brcaufe they ﬁonpcd till fome extlaordunly’
circum{tance occmrod and thien they were pleafed to make
‘their calculations. Peo}; ¢ out of dootrs, Mr. Fox faid, had
" frequently told kim, thar, though differences ' of opinion
might {ubfift on political points, and debates might arife on
topics of that nature, they were perfeuly aftonithed, when<,
they heard of altercations "miu'g on matters” ofrevenue, v
and of {ubjects that conlifted uf figures, merely, - bemg ak-
puted. Mr. Fox f{aid, that the anfwers he always gave was,
that thofe difputes arofe on the abufe of averages. They
{fometimes went on the 'weragc of two, fomenmes of three, |
&c.yeals. All, Mr. Fox faid, that he wamed, was; that
they fhould fairly- ftate the fa&s to.the public, and leave
thole fats to their judgement; that they would let them fee
what was the average of two, three,’ four, and five years.
This .was what was propofed by his honourable friend. On
the other {ide, they had endeavoured to evade it.” The rlght
honourable gentleman had faid, that he did.not {ee the pro-
priety of the third refolution of his honourable mend ; that,
Mr. Fox faid, he took to be the moft material part of the
bufinefs. A more alarmmm,cncumﬂﬂnce, he' faid, “had
never haprened, than that of the Commirtee of 1786 hymg
down a peace eﬂabh{hment, and the Committee of 1791
a«]dmg to thateftablifhment, at the loweft calculation, be-
tween ‘4 and 500 oool. They had rever been told, Mr.
Fox faid, by the other fide of the Houfe, that they were
“about t& undertake fuch expendes; they had found them-
felves in this fituation, they knew not how 3 ; and they were
going,_they knew not how, to lay on themfelves and their
pofterity, -between 3, and 400,000!, affer’ fub”cméhng
100,0c0l, for the army; and this extr -aordinary’ expence
could not have been defrayed, had it'not been for ‘the ex-
traordmmy refources, many of whlch could not be forafeen,
and would not recur.

Mr. Steele faid, he wifhed to referve what be liad to fay
till they came to thethud refolution of the honourable gen-
tleman, when he thought he could prove, that the honour-
able gentleman had taken averages moft favourable to his

A. 1791.

purpoie, and had not chofeyy that way which was beft cal- o

cula'ed to give'the pL\Hlxc a Juﬁ idea of that bufinefs:
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Mr. Sheridan replied that the advocates of the report of Mr.
1786 never could meet him before; and could not do it now, Sheridan,
without taking into the account of the year 1790,  ‘many
fums that were. anticipations of the revenue of the current

year. Yet with all this, and their five years tinkering of
revenue laws, they were only able to -fhew an average ex-
ceeding of about go,000l.  Strike off what they had got by
new taxes and anticipations, and, he faid, they would fiill be
deficient to a great amount.

‘The amendment was agreed to, and the refo Jlution fo
amended, paffed the Committee.

Mr, Sheridan then moved the fecond rafolutxon.

Mr: Chancellor Piz¢ faid, the colle@ion of the- ex:ﬁmg Mr. Pite.
taxes was not properly fecured in the firft part of the period
inicluded in the refolution. 1t tended to mifreprefent the ob-
ject of inquiry before the (,ommlttee, and therefore he ﬂlould

“oppofe it.

Mr. Fox obferved, - that the reffuhtlon in.the colle@lion of Mr, Fox.
taxes was expxehly ﬁated, in the report of 1780, ‘as an ad-
ditional refource. ~ The refolution was true in faét, and there-
fore fit to be told. Of its applicability, the publxc, whom
"jtmoft concerncd, would judge. ‘On thisground he would
agree to any refolutlon of fd&, moved Ly Lhe Ci AI)CCHOI of
the Exchequer. '

" Mr. Sheridaw {aid, the refolution was taken from the 1e-” Mr.
port of 1786. He had left ‘out fome words, bscaufe they Sheridan,
were more favourable to his argument than he thought it '
required.  Thefe he would add as. an nmendment; and let ~
the Committee then vote, that words were not in the report,
which were copied from it, if they could. v

Mr. Chancellor Pit faid, that whether other words were N, pits.
added or not, he fhould vote agami’t it. The queﬁlon was
not, whether the words of the refolution were in the report
or not, but whether ittended to. convey a proper 1mpreﬁion
of what the Committee had to examine.

After fome farther converfation the amendment was
agreed to, and the refolution fo amended negatived.

M. Sheridan now moved the third refolution..

Mr. Ryder faid, the amount of the land and malt taxes M.
was not taken fxom the aétual produce of the feveral years, Ryder.
but from an average; the Committee could not, therefore,
declare 25 a fa& that fuch had been the produce for the re-
fpetive years, The aftual produce could not be afcertained,
becaufe arrears were ftill due on each of the years. He
Thould therefore move amendments, to leave out the land
and malt éntirely, take the produce of the permanent taxes
for each year, then the averages for two, three, four, and

o five
T
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five years from 1786 to 1990, and averages backwards from
1790 to 1786. ' - : ‘ Y

“Mr. Fox had noobjeflion to the additional averages. The
firft averages would fhew how much the feleGt Committee
of 1786 had erred in their calculation, for the true criterion
of it was'the produce of the years neareft to it, and not of
thofe more remote, Many circumftances now exifted, he
fuid, by which the revenue was increafed, which the Coin-
mittee of 1786 could not have had in their contemplation;
and while the circumftances, which they had in their con-
templation, had undergone no ‘material change, their efti-
mate far exceeded the annual income. . The great ‘ohjet
feemed to be to exclude the year 1756 from every calculation,
than which nothing could be more childith ; for with juft as
much propriety might anather year be “excluded, ‘becaufe it
had been unexpeCtedly produéive. The only rational prin«
«ciple wasto take thegood years with the bad.” =

Mr. Sheridan did not obje&t to taking averages backwards

- from 1790, but then, he faid, the anticipation of that year

on the current year ought not to be included. He enume-
rated thefe anticipations, and the various new taxes’ included
in the account of taxes exifting in 1786, under the notion of
their being only regulations. ~Thefe points were debited on
the otherdide by Mr. Steele, Mr. Montagu, Mr. Pitt, and
Mr. Rofe. - o
~ At length the Committee agreed .to the third refolution,
with its amendments. _ . . o
‘Mr. Burdon faid, he thought from the manner in which

- the Committee was going on, they would be a long time

getting through the refolutions; he therefore propofed to
come at once to the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s refoltion,

vote that, and then go back to Mr, Sheridan’s laft refolution
‘but one.- Mr. Burdon faid, he had at home beftowed 2 con-

fiderable deal of labour in drawing averages on the different
headis of receipt and expenditure ftated in the report, and if
it was intended to change the report wholly into the fhape of
refolutions, they ought to do it minutely; but his opinion
was, that it would be more advifeable to Iay before the pub-
lic a general view of the fubje&, for which reafon he moved
M, PitVs laft refolution but one, : o
Mr. Chancellor Pit¢ exprefled an earneft defire to difcufs
every one of Mr. Sheridan’s ‘refolutions with him, . and
therefore hoped the honourable gentleman behind him, (Mr,
Burdon) would not prefs fo extraordinary a propofition as
that of paffing atence from the third of forty -refolutions

of Mr. Sheridan’s, to the feventh of his own.

- Mr. Burdonfaid, as he found that his propofition did not -

meet
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meet with the concurrence of that fide of the Houfe, he

“would not perfift init. It was therefore withdrawn.

M. Sheridan {aid, he had fcarcely fuppofed the honour-

able gentleman to be ferious when. he made - iis motion ; Sheridan.

and if he had perfifted, he believed no gentleman would huve

" feconded him.in it. _ . | S , "
Mr. Yorke faid, the honourable gentleman was miftaken, V‘B(ll"-.e
Iy . ' y e ' e I L OVRCe

for he had rifen on purpofe to fecond it. . He then ftated to
“the Houfe his opinion of Mr. Sheridan’s refolutions. :

The Committee préceesled t(")'b_dii‘cn{fs the fourth ,fefolu;
tion, when Mr. Pitt moved to leave out the word < not;
and to infert feveral amendments, After a long controverfy

Y : TR . Steeie i
between” Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Fox, Mr. Steeie, Mr. Rofe,

and Mr. Pitt, the fourth refolution, with its amendments,

vafled. ' . )
'_1‘ Mr. Pitt then propofed a new refolution, ftating that the

produce of the land tax had increxfed 50,000l in the courfe

. of the laft five years, and the produce of the malt tax had

decreafed 35,000l. in the fame period; which Paﬁed, and
the Chairman, was ordered to report progrefs, and alk leave
to it again to-morrow. .

The Houfe adjourned. .

c Tuefday, 4ib Fane

Mr. Burke having moved, that the report of the.Commit-

" 1ee to whom the petition.of Mr. Jofeph Fowke had been re-
‘ferred, be taken into confideration, and the report being ac-
- cordingly read,

Mr. Burke then obferved, that this was a cafe which, on Mr.
every prihciplé of juftice, humanity, and compaflion, de- Burke.
‘ferved the moft ferious attention of the Houfe. - I.t was the
_ cafe of a.man aged feventy-five, fuffering at this time under
" a fevere fit of the ftone, palfied, and in fa& loaded with in-
,ﬁ‘rmilties,‘ and weighed down with years, It m.lght be afked,
why the report of a Committee to whom a petition had been
o long fince referred, had not been made .fooper ? The rea=-
. fon, Mr. Burke faid, was, that an application had been .
‘made to the Court of Directors in hopes that they perphaps
"might have been difpofed to have given way in this bufinefs,

and to have done juftice to an old, frail, and deferving fer-
vant of the Company. No means had Been fpared for that
purpofe, Mr. Burke faid, as he thought no man ought to

_come to that Houfe for relief, but in the laft refort, in the

greateft poffible extremity. They had, therefore, ftaid to

- fee whether the Dire¢ors of the Eaft-India Company would
“do, what in fa& was nothing more than their ftri¢t duty to
.do. - The petitioner, Mr. Burke faid, was at this moment,
~as he had already flated, extremely affliCted with the ftone,

Vor. XXIX. : 4 O - and
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and it tas fix and thirty years fince he had entered into the
‘.1erv.1ce of. the Company. " There 'was, it was true, an inter-
val in which he did not ferve the Company. The petitioner
he faid, as his petition ftated, had feveral offices offered hiﬁ;
by the Company both at Madras and Bombay, which his
confmeu'ce would not permit him to accept, and during the
whole time hé was in the Company’s fervice, he conducted
himfelf with the greateft integrity and honour, and" the
Company entertained the higheft opinion of his charadler,

_ Mr, Burk.e here entered into a narvative of Mr., Fowke’s
hlﬁory, ftating the different offices he had held in {ndia, and
the faithful and meritoriotis fervices that he. had 'render’ed to
the, Company_. The Company, neverthelefs, Mr. Burke
faid, had pofitively refufed him the penfion to which he was
Juﬂly eptltled.' He declared, he did not wifh to throw an
blame on the Court of Direétors ; they might have reafon tg
juftify their conduét, wholly unknown to him.* The peti-
tioner, M. Burke contended, had a demand of juftice on
the Company ; he was, as it were, a man born in their own
houfe at Madras, when it was rather a fadtory, than the feat
of government for an Empire, and every part of his condu&
had received the approbation of his employers. Under thefe
cnr.cumﬁax}ces, if there were no claims of juftice; he fhould
think motives of common compaflion would .induce them to
affift hlm. Mr. Burke hoped the DiteGors would take Mez.
Fovs.'kes cafe into confideration, and would not permit him
to die under the preflure of indigence and diftrefs, If how--
ever, the DireGtors would not a& from a fenfe of the,ir oW
duty, from a fenfe of juftice or compaflion, it was proper

that they fhould be admonifhéd; and Mr. Burke obferved,

that the admonitions given through the medium of a de-
clared refolution of that Houfe, though it pofleffed not the
force of law in its rigid fenfe, yet had all the authority of any
thing thort of actual law ; as a great Minifter had formerl:

faid, would have its effedt, being tantamount to the declarae

tion of a country gentleman, accidently furrounded by the
attornies and agents of men interefted in obtaining a fenfe of
his opinion. Mr Burke added a variety of pertinént obfer-
vations on the fubject. -

.

That it appears to- this Houfe, ¢ That - etiti
pper % I'hat the petitioner
:: gpfefzzl Fowke, Efg. has proved the allegations of his pist"i3
on. ‘ )
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report was very imperfe& ; for they had not examined the

‘gentlemen in the Direction, as to certain aflertions made by

them relative to their reftriions. He would, therefore,
move to recommit the report, for the purpofe of fummoning
thofe gentlemen. In the prefent ftate of the Houfe the
Major faid, he would wifh not to divide upon the motion.

 Mr. Alderman Le Mefurier faid, he did not rife'to oppofe Mr Ald,
the motion, although he fhould decline giving any vote Le iMcfu-

upon the {ubject; neither would he fecond his honourable
friend’s motion ; becaufe, obferving 'the number of Members

“prefent, he did not wifh to put anend to the bufinefsof the day.

The Alderman faid, he muft take the liberty of declaring
that the report of the Committee was not aceurate, in as
much as the fallts ftated in it were not true.  The right ho-
nourable gentleman had in his {peech, in fome meafure correct-
ed itsinaccuracy. Mr. Fowke, it was true, had aplace in India,
in the year 1780, from which he was afierwards removed by
the then government, and they gave him a penfion; but the
circumftances of his cafe confidered, he was not entitled in
the Alderman’s opinion, to claim the benefit of the order of
1785, - Mr. Fowke, the Alderman faid, had not ftated the
whole truth. To juftify this aflertion, Mr. Le Mefurier
referred to the circumftances of Mr. Fowke’s cafe. He ad-

" mitted, that he had one thoufand five hundred rupees per

month. That penfion having been thought too much, and
it was taken away fome years afterwards, He then had
400. But the Dire@ors did not think him entitled to the
penfion which he claimed as his right, on his return to En-
gland, and therefore it was refufed. ‘The Alderman fpoke
highly of the charaters-of Mr. Nathaniel Smith and Mr,
Devaynes, the late Chairmen, as men of acknowledged hu-
manity ;5 and after fome general reafoning faid, that if the
Houfe of Commons thought proper to interfere in this bufi-
nefs, the Directors of the Eaft-India Company would feel it
their duty to appeal from that Houfe, to a Houfe that was
better informed. [The Alderman was here called to order.]
- Mr. Burke in reply, faid, that they had heard abundant
reafon, why they ought to come to a decifion upon the fub-
je&. They now knew that the Court of Direftors not
only a&ed wrong, but that they could give no reafon for
their condu@. All the Directors could fay was, that this
man had made a falfe report; for that in 1785 at the time of .

EE

e

his coming away, he had 1500 rupees a month allowed him.
Mr. Burke afferted, that the Court of Dire€tors had grofsly
mifreprefented the fact,. It was true, that Mr. Fowke had -
an office given him at Bengal by Mr. Haftings, .producing
an income of 1500 rupees a month; but he was removed,
and it was given to another. He withed, Mr. Burke faid,

Mer. Dundas feconded the motion, when the Speaker put
the queftion. v C IR

ﬁ\fajor Major Scstt faid, as he had the honour to be a Member of

Seott.  the C(.)mmlgtee, he thought, it incumbent upon him to

give his reafons for not agreeing with the motion, which the

right honourable gentleman had made. It was becaufe the
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to judge of . men from their actions, a}n_d' was not at the fame

A . 1 79 i‘*'

time defirous of calting blame upon any man; but he would

afk, whether in the cafe of the abufe of office, When a great
boy created by Parliament, to whom that Houfe had dele-

. gated copfiderable powers, and when thofe powers wére ex-

ercifed to opprefs individuals, had not that-Houfe fome right
to ftep in and prevent fuch an improper exercife of: power ?
Such condui in the Dire@ors as they had purfued, Mr..
Burke contended, was 3 downright cheat on an affliGed, in-
firm, frail, and; helplefs individual, ‘who had fpent the beft
part of his life in their fervice, and whofe family had ferved

them ninety years.. Lord Cornwallis faid tohim < go home.

¢ aﬁd get a penfion,” When he came home, the DireCtors
faid, ¢ you fhall not have a' penfion, and we will givé no
“ reafon why. It is not our way to aflign ‘any reafon,
“ We will that an old and faithful fervant thall be expofed
¢ to the expence of 700l. a year, and that he miay be fent to
“ beggary, ruin and wretchednefs.,” This condud, he faid,
was not. to be overlooked by, the Houfe of Commons.” = *°
. Mr.’Burke having made fome fu‘rihe}‘ remarks on' the {ub-
je&, the queftion was puton his firft motion and carried.” *

‘He then moved, R R
_ "That it appears to this Houfe, ¢ That the faid Jofeph
¢ Fowke is entitled to the provifion or allowance engaged
“ to be . paid by the Eaft-india Compiny to their fef-

% yants  under ¢ertain defcriptions, and under certain condi=

“ tions exprefled in the letter from the Court of Direfors,
¢ of the21ft of September 1785, to th: Governor General
¢¢ and Council of Bengal, from the time in which, by the faid
¢ letter of the 21ft of September 1785, perfons defcribed in
 the faid letter were to receive thé fame,” - -7

Mr. Dundas feconded the motion. -~ o
. Major Scott upon this fecond mdtion, rofe, and faid, that

he felt it impoffible to vote. for a refolutioii, which certaily
carried a fevere fling in it, againft a refpeQable body of gen:

tlemén, ‘'who had not been heard. He conjured the Houfe'

10" confult their own dignity, before they came to a vote,

with fuch™ defe@ive materials before them. Mr. Fowke,
the Major faid, had written 4 letter to the DireQors, claim-
ing a certain penfion. " That letter had Leen referred to a
(‘Jt_iinmit't_ee' of correfpondence; confifting oﬁ ten- or' eleven
Meinbérs, who reported that Mr. Fowke was not of that.
defcription ¢f perfons who was entitled to the penfion; and
that report was confirmed by the Court of Dire&ors. Al

. fecond_appeal ‘was” made by Mr. Fowke., The report was

confidered firft by, the" Committee of correfpondence, and
then by the DireGtors, who hoth confirmed their former
veport, It was furely, the Major faid, an aék of juftice’

Agr, D EBATES

"in the Houfe, to know from the DireGors the grounds

upon which they had. come to that refolution, before they
declared a different opiriion,  He had the pleafure to be very
well acquainted with the gentlemen in the Diréction, and

hie was convinced they were none of them capable of an at

‘of inhumanity or injuftice, and therefore he wanted to

know wupon what grounds tliey had'acted. = As he had been -

appointed’a Member of the Cdnnﬁi,tﬁee‘, he withed from éir}f}
cum/ftances which had formerly happened at _Bengz}],_ th_:;kq}
every means in his power to'act with the firiCteft ]u,&ch‘ and
impartiality ; and the Houfe wonld. rem_embe:r, ghgt‘ Mr.
Fowke laid no fort of ftrefs uponany fervices that either he

" bimfelf ‘or his father had rendered’ the Eaft-India C'o_x'l')pany,.

but refted the claim’ merely upon the juftice ‘of his cafe.
Uponi this principle therefore; ‘the Major faid, he had'exa-
mined it, and ‘as far as he could make it out, :ldm'nttm.g‘th;:':
claim to be as ftrong as Mr. Fowke himfelf ftated it, he
was entitled as a matter of right to"four hundred pounds a
year, from "Odltober 1788 to Noveinber' 1780, and 1o’
longer.”” Whether in confideration of the :g;t.ea:t age pf_er.'k
Fowke, and his having been’ firft in the fervice fo long ago
as the year 1735, Mr. Fowke fhould be allowed four hun-
dred pounds a year for the ;‘e‘r_pai"iuier"’pf his life, ‘was fx-c_onﬁf
deration totally ‘diftin¢t, " Mr. Fowke had not made any
fuch ‘plea; but had merely goné upon his'right ; had ex-
prefsly. declared that he afked no-favour, and therefore all
the circumftances meéntioned by the right lionourable gentle-
man (M'ﬁ' Burke) were totally foreign from.the queftion be-

fore the Houfe. ~ Bt the circumftances ftated by the right’
EOnou?ablé 'géntleriﬁ;ih, ‘Mr. Bu‘rke,"’were”ﬁo_t only tgta_l(ly”
" contrary to the facts, Major Scott faid, but dire'(f.t‘l'y contra-
diGory to the allegations in Mr. Fowke’s petition, which -

was drawn with accuracy, and very corredtly.” The tr.ut',hA
was, that Mr. Fowke had firft entéred into the Company’s
fervice in 173g, that he had continued in the fervice uitil

1748, or 1750, when le obtiined a permiffion: to go ‘to”
India, not.as'a Company’s fervant, but as a free merchant,

and to Madras, the place of his nativity; that in 1771, or
1472, he came to Bengal, not as thé Company fetvaiit; but as

d private merchant 3 that he continued.until'1778, when he
was appointed as fenior merchant, fixed in that rank, and -

with permiflion to refide at Benares. 1t was a mere idea of

the right  honourable 'gén'tle'zilkaﬁ,\thh_t the I}itzé&o’ré ’ had
given him any appointment of aiiy kind; they had done no’
fuch thing; but Mr. Haftings, in. 1780, appointed h“mle
Comptroller ‘of Standing Oftders, with a falary ‘of 1200

rupees a-month. In 1982 of 3, that office was conféerréd
: . . B 2 Ny S I e I Y
upon another, but Mr. Fowke was allowed to retain tn;a fa-
POIL Al . sl arys
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lary, until 1785, when the Dire€tors ftruck off the poft
which Mr. Fowke had been appointed in 1780, and from
which he was removed in 1782 or 3.. They alfo firuck off
his allowance of 1200 rupees a month, and he became as a
férvant out of employ, entitled only to the penfion or al-
lowance of his rank, which was four hundred rupees a

month. In this fituation he applied to Earl Cornwallis,

) firft for the office of Preﬁdent of Benares, next for a feat at

fion, and had leave.

¢ you may go out, as we will pay you no longer.”

the Revenue Board, but was unfuccefsful in both applica-
tions.” Then he apphed to come to England upon the pen-
The ﬁmp!e queftion then was this,
what was that penfion? Did it mean that any perfon was to
enjoy it for his life, or until the Diretors fhould fay, € now
This
was the mere" point of right, and upon this ground Mr.
Fowke had tdken it up.

fpeftable gentlemen, as the refolution muit do, until they
had been heard themfelves, for it was not what Mr. De-

vaynes might fay, or his houourable friend, however they

might have argued the point, that could fatlsfy him, He
was convinced the Directors could have no private views to

~anfwer, in negativing Mr. Fowke’s application; and in the

- Mr.Dun-

das.

Houfe of Commons to fay, upon ex parte evidence, that
thofe gentlemen had acted unjuftly, or haftily, without
hearing them, appeared to him- very unbecoming the dignity
of the Houfe, He certainly would not adjourn the Houfe
by calling for a_divifion, but gentlemen ought to have the
whole matter before them, or they were not competent to
come to a refolution, which after all could not be in any de-
gree binding, if the Directars fhould be of a different. opi-
nion, - Major Scott again. faid, that any merits of Mr.
Fowke were totally out.of the queftion. He obtained the
penfion not for merits but as his right. The Directors re-
fufed it becaufe they faid, he had no right, and he contended
that the Houfe were about to give an opinion upon ¢ parte
evidence.

‘Mr. Dindas wifhed to fay a few words on the fubjecl.

‘He faid, he did not blame the Court of Dire@ors as mean-
ing to do othérwife than what was rlcrht, but they had cer~

tainly totallv miftaken the whole of this bufinefs.  He
kuew perfe@ly well all the relative circumftances with re-

gard to the order in quef’clon, which indeed was made by

himfelf, at a time when it was neceflary to do what perhaps
might be deemed harfh things to perfons who had been long
in the fervice of the Company. It had been deemed abfo-
lutely neCPﬂhry, at that txme, to difplace and reduce the

income of many perfoua, who had been old fervants of the’
' - Company; "

For his part, the Major faid, he’
never would confent to caft fuch a ftigma upon fo many re-_
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Company; and it ‘was thought right at the time that they
fhould have an adequate allowance ; and as it was conceived
that they could live here, at home, on a {maller fum of mo-
ney than in India, a provmon was-accordingly made, and
many - of them came, in confequence, to this country, to
take advantage of that provifion. Mr. Dundas faid, he
apprehended the Company had no autherity whatever to de-
prive Mr. Fowke of his right, or to make any new order of
their own to countera&t the purpofes of government. In-
deed he entertained no doubt but that when the Court of
Direétors reconfidered the fubject they would fee it in the
proper light. He concluded, with obferving, that the refo-
Iution was temperately expreﬁ'ed and unexceptionable.

The queftion was then put on lVIr. Burke’s fecond motxon,
and carried.
" He was about to make a thud motion, when he Was told it
was unn&ceﬁ'ary. v

On the motion of N’ra Sherldan, the Houfe refolved 1tfelf
into a Committee to take into their further conifideration, the
report of the pablic income and expenditure.

Mr. Jodrell in the Chair. :

Mr. Sheridan faid, that thefe of his refolutions thch had “Mr.
been already moved, had met with fo difcouraging a recep- Sheridan:

tion, that he now found he had nothing to gain, and that all
his exertions in their favour would be ufelefs. Having ex-
perienced, however, fo much oppofition to his ftatement of
the. income of the country, he fhould not only try whether
the fame oppofition would be continued to his ftatement of

its expenditure, and for this purpofe go on with a few more. -

of his refolutions.” He fhould take occafion at fome future
period to bring them all forward in a form in which they
might be inferted on theJoumaIs of the Houfe. -

The refolutions, from the. fifth to the tenth, were then
read, and after fome fhort and defultory converfation, fuc-
seﬁively negatived. »

Here Mr. Ryder moved,

« That the total amount of the intereft and charges of
“ the public debt, and of the fums iffued for the. redustion
st thereof, of the charges on the:aggregate or confolidated
“ fund, and of the fum granted for the fupplies, during the
“ Jaft five years, except the fum of 207,000l which re-
“ mained to be provided for in the prefent year, under the
¢ head of deficiency of grants, has been defrayed by the
¢ produce within the faid years of the permanent taxes, by
 the annual aids on land and malt, and by the fums arifing

¢ from extraordinary refources, with the addition of a lmn‘

¢ of one mxlllon raifed by ’Iontme, and of 187,c00l. raifed
: ‘e by
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¢ by, fhort annuities.” Which motion, after fome.converfa-
“tion, was carried. " " .
They then proceeded to the eleventh' refolation, upon
wlnch, Mr. Pitt moved an amendment,
<« That the fum, for defraying the armament of 1790, and
¢ keeping up the addmonal number of feamen, was defrayed
% independently of the ordmary income.”

This amendment was adopted. The twelfth, thirteenth,
“and fourteenth lc{olutxons were then xead and negatived.

The . fifteenth was alfo negatwed w1thout a fingle ob=
: Jeﬁlon frated.

~ The fixteenth was agreed to. : '

The - fevenﬁeenth, Wlth an amendment, enumeratmg the
feveral articles which raifed the eftimated expenditure of 1791
“fo much above that of 1786, was alfo agreed to.’

~Mr. Sheridan now moved an additional refolutlon, in fub-

‘ftance ¢ that the eftimated expence of the navy, army,
¢ ordnance, militia, and m]fcellaneous fervices, by the re-
. ¢ port of - the .Committee of 1791, exceeds that of the
« Committee of 1"86 by 434,293l which was agreed to.

- The exdhreenth was riegatived; and the mneteenth, as de-~
..pendant on the former, ;withdrawn. .

.On the twentxeth, _

Mr. Steele pxapofe& amendments, ﬁatmg the excefs of the
_{um voted for the; ferv:ce of 1791, 3hoye the eftimate of the
. Committee .of 1706, includes -various_ amcles of expence;‘

that will not occur,again. :

After. formne’ de!mte,

Mr. Fox faid, the great excefs. of the {'um voLed for the
,current year. above . thA cftimate of the Commlttee of 1791,
- the eftimate.of that Comm[ttee having.fo much excwded the

eftimate of the Commlttee of 1786, fhewed that no credit
~was due to any .eftimate. Gentlemen now endeavoured to
glve reafons why the Commlttee of 786 had. been mlﬁaken,
but it was of littlei importance to know how, fince they had
been fo incredibly erroneous in their eftimate of almoft every
article of expenditure. Nothuw .appeared to him more
,_furpxcxous, ‘than the manner in whlch the ef’umated expences
inboth cafes, was made to quadrate with the, eftimated in-
come.. In 1786, fo much, it was f"ud ‘would be the in-
come, and fo mych the expence. In I79s the income was
eftimated at a much greater {um, and the eftimate of expence
increafed in the. fame proportion. Now, without pretend-
ing to bring.a charge againft any of the officers who pre-
,pazed the eftimates of the feveral articles, with which the
- Sele€t Committee had nothing to do but to colle& the fum

" total, did not this' afford a ftrong’ prefumptlon, that the |

view of what wis likely to be the probable future experice,
but on what would make the total expencc nearly balance
with the total income? :

Mr. Chancellor £t fald, this was to fuppofe that the of- My, Pire,

ficers who prepared the el’umates, had riot done their duty,
a {uppofition which the Committe# could not entertain on a
mere furmizes That ‘the eftimated revenue now exceeded
the eftimated expence; although both were increafed fince
1786, did not afford ground for fuch a fuppofition. The
increafe of expence was accounted for; and great would be
the merit on any future occafion, of fugfreihng means by
which it could be reduced confiftently with the fafety of the
country.” ~Qf that increafe "oo,oool were for the navy, the
expence of which, in his opinion, could not be reduced, and
he was fure would not require to be augmented. - There
was, therefore, no reafon for diftrufting the eftimates,

Vir. Fox obferved, that the right honourable gentleman M. Foxi
had given as ﬁrong' afflurances that the eftimate of 1786

would not be exceeded. They had been enormoufly ex-
ceedled, and his affurances muft now go for nothing. Mr.’
Fox f)ld he did not mean to bring a charge of falfifying
eftimates againft any man, becaufe he had no means of
proving it; but as a Member of Parliament, fpeaking fot
the pesple, he had a right to fay, that the circumftances he

‘had mentioned did afford a prefumption that eftimates

were made out. not becaufe fuch and f{uch eftablithments
were neceflary for the defence of the country, but becaufe
there was fo much revenue to fpend. It wasa very ferious
caufe of alarm to the people; he faid, that they had no fure

ground of belief in any eftimate of expence, ot of ‘the pro-

bable burdens that muft be impofed upon them. He hoped
they would feel the necef“ty of watching a Miniftry, who,
with economy always in their mouths, had added year after
year to the expence of eftablithments, in.a period when the
country enjoyed a greater degree of external fecurity than it
had ever done before ; who inftead of applying the increade
of revenue to the redu@ion of the debt, had increafed the
expence as the revenue increafed, and for feveral years out-
runit.  Such was the ftate of the finances that muft-be pre-
fented to the public on their own fhewing; and if this was
an agreeable ftatement to gentlemen, he wifhed them j joy of
their fenfations. In this fituation, when gentlemen objected -
to any fource of revenue, as ibjurious to the public, they
were held out as inimica] to the revenue. He did not agree
with his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan), that a lottery
was altogether an improper fource of revenue; but he did
moft completely, that the ‘extenfion of the excife was. It
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‘was faid, that the excife on tobacco had fucceeded He was
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forry for it for as he never could approve of any commuta-
tion of leerty for revenue, he muft be forry for the fuccefs
ofzmy fcheme that recommended the principle to the approba-
tion of the Houfe., Whenever any fcheme of excife was
propofed, he fhould treat with contempt all infinuations
that to cppole it was to, {hew that he was hoftile to the reve-
nue; and, that which was fit and proper for him to do on
Lxc1fe, was equally fo for any gentlemau ona lottery, or any
other means of. revenge, which he thought prejudicial to the
liberty or the morals'of the fubje&t. The Committee, Mr.
“Fox faid, had thrown out many of his honourable friend’s
propoﬁnons, without even attempting to" fhew that they
.were falle. They had, however, left fuflicient to prove the
fallacy of all. former eﬂlmateﬁ, affertions; and predi€ions,
refpeéting the expenditure; that they did not yet know
when a peace eftablifhment would take place; nor whether
" The Secretary at War profeffed himfelf incapable of mak-
-ing out falfe eftimates.

Mr. Rydsr faid, the Comxmttee of 1786 had not failed in
their eftimate of the revenue and the extraordimary aids; he
“enumerated the additional expenccs of the army, navy, and
ordnance, which the Committee could not forefee; be-
:ftowed an encomium en the ability and candour of the Com-
-mittee of 1701, and congratulated himfelf on havmg been a
- Member of it,

Mr. Fox declared, that he meantno 1eﬁe&|on on the Com-
.mittee.

T hev could only report, he faid, on the papers laid
-before them.  Their eftimate of the future revenue, he
hoped, would be verified; but he had no confidence what-
.ever in their eftimate of expence. None of them had any

.more teafon to confide in it than he, nor had any of them

cxpreﬂ“ed the leaft confidence in it. . He concluded with fay-
mg that the Committee of 3786 was admitted, on the face
of the accounts, to have been completely miftaken in all their
. eftimates of expence and extraordinary aids.

Mpr. Chancellor Pitt afferted, that the Committee of 1786
- were right in their eftimate of extraordinary aids, if allow-
-ance were made for extraordinary expences. :

Mr. Sheridan faid, the Committee of 1786 was wrong on

Sheridan. every ftatement, if fairly foliowud, and to prove that they

- were right in any one inftance, it was neceflary to take part of
ene and part of another. -
Sir Charles Bunbury (a Member of the Committee of 1 701),

- faid, the Committee was not anfwerable for tiie eftimates.
: 'l’l\.,ey had proceeded as mere accountants on the papers laid

. before them.. They ftated that fuch was the amount of the
e(hmat‘*s for a peace eﬂabh(hment, without exprefling any
- I . ‘ opinion

-they were yet within half a million of the annual expence.
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opinion that fuch eftimates were proper, much lefs recom-
mending them to the Houfe,  For this reafon he objeéted
to the expreflion inthe 39th refolution, <« "That the Cf)m-
¢ mittee prepo fed great increafes to the peace eftablifhs ment.”
They did not,” Sir Charles faid, propofe thofe increafes ;'
and he for one did not approve of them. The peace efta’
blithment, in his opinion, ought to be under theeftimate of
1786. Itappeared to him, that the whole fum applied to
the difcharge of debt, had arifen férom the e}.traordmary aids,
and confequently, that in the laft five years, we had fpenta
million annually more than our permanent income: - Theex-
traordinary aids were now exhauﬁed and we had no refomce
left but frugalitys.

Mr., Montagu. (another Member of the Commlttee) {'.ud

the Members’ of the Committee were not even bound to vote Mo l‘tﬂg\!«

for the increafe of eftablifhment in their report, unlefs, on
examination, they fhould think it neceﬁ‘xry He had not
materials, "he faid, on which to form his opinion, and till
thofe were before hxm, he had nothing for his guxde but his
good 6pinion of Minifters, which wasnot fuﬂicxent oround fox
votmg money on.

Mr. Steele’s amendments were mtroduced and the xefolu-
tion agreed to. :

The twenty-firft and twenty-fecond were wuhdrawn.

The twenty-third was agreed to, wnh an. 1mcnd—
ment.

The twenty-fourth was negatxved wnhout any ob_,e&lon
ftated. ' '

In the twenty-ffth, '

Mr. Ryder introduced- the fubﬂance of feveral othels,

though in'a very different form.’

The twenty ~fixth was withdrawn.

The twenty=-feventh, eighth, and mnth were’ neoatlved
without any objetion ftated.

Mr. Fox here obferved, that the mtentnon feemed to be tot Mr. Fox.

negative all that were evulently true, and could nelther be
fupported nor oppofed by argument,

The thirtieth refolution was then read. * Mr. Pitt mov‘ed
an amendment; that the words from ¢ that,” to- ¢ money,
be left out, which wasaccordingly adopted.

The thirty-fecond, thirty-third and thirty- fourth refoiu-
tions were negatived.

~Here Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, © That during’ the faid
““five years the fuin of 55424,5921. including 674,592 ari-
“ fing from annuities expired or unclaimed, and from di-
« vidends on ftock bought, has been applied to the reduction
« of the national debr, and that the annual intereftron the
¢ ftock bought, and the prefent. amount of the annuities

4P.2 % expired

. \\l‘“

i
i
i
b
5

5
i
4

1

;
i

B TraTie

NG

e



660 PARLIAMENTARY

: ¢¢. expired or unclaimed,
‘ ¢ to the million annaally charged on the confolidated fund.”
The motion was pus and carried.’

_ The remainihg refolutions, the thirty- fifth, thnty-ﬁxth,
‘thirty-feventh, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth, all received
a negative.

T he report was ordered to be recelved the next day.
'Ihe Houfe adjourned.

W ednefday, 8th Funes

The order of the day bemg read for receiving the repart of
the Refolutions relating to the public Ipcoms and Expendi-
ture, the fame was brought up by Mr. _]Udrcll and the
queftjon being put on the firft refolution, :

g - Mr. Mr. Sheridan faxd, that unfuccefsful -as his exemons had

hendan. been to obtain a true ftatement. of the revenue. and expendi-

- ture for the laft five years, he would not, as bis oppoants

had done, attempt to negative any refolution. of fa&, The

refolutjions which he had moved, he was certain, exhibited a

more clear and correét view of 'the finances than thofe con-

tained in the report, and for that reafon. he Ihould move the
previous queftion.

“The previous queftion was negatived and the followmg
;’efoluuons were feverally agreed to :

<« Refolved, That it appears that the Sele@ Committee of
1986 %, proceeded upon a fuppofition that the annual and
pérmanent taxes then ipbﬁﬁmg, were likely to produce an~
nually the fom of 15,397,471, viz. the land tax 1 ,967,6501,
the malt outy 632,350! and the permanent taxes 12,797,47 llo
_“'Refolved, ‘That it appears, by the repart of the Select
Committee- of 1791+, that the produce of the faid permanent
taxes, in the year 1786, was 11,83 36,531),, being lefs by
960,640l. than the fum eﬁ:mated in the year 1787,
12,754,795, being lefls by 42,6761. than the faid fum——
in the year 1788, 12,812,952l., being mere by 15,4811, than
the faid fum—in the year 1789, 13,209,871, being more by
412,400, than the faid fum——and in the year 1790,
13,782,393L,,- bging more by 984,922l thap the faid fum,
including 193,000l being the amoupt of one fifty-third
weekly payment.

- ¢ That the produce of the faid taxes, upon an average of
the firft two years (vxz 1786 and 178%) amounted to
. 12,295,063L," being 501,808] lefs than the fum eﬁlmated

© *¥ide the above Report,. printed for] chrett, Plccadllly
-{ Punted atfo for: j Dabret;. o
the

A. 1991,
appeurs to be 254,804l in addition.

© 4 That the produce of the faid taxes, upon an avelage of *
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the firft three years, (viz, 1786, 1787, and 1738) dmounted
to 1),466 0g2l. being329,379l. lefs than the fuare¢fimated.
, f"hat the produca of the faid taxes, upon an.average of
the ﬁr,{’c four years, (viz. 1786, 1787, 1}88 and 178g)
amounted to 12,053,5571,, beibg 343,934,
{um eftimated.

¢¢ 'j hat the pmduce of the faid taxes, upon an average of
five years, (viz. 1786, 1787, 1788,. 1989, .and, 1790)
amounted to 14,8/9,3081 beuw 81, 8371, more than the fum
eftimated.

¢ That the pxmuce of thc- faid taxes, upon an average of
the laft four years, (viz. 1787, 1788, 1789, and 1790)
amounted to 13,140,0021., hcmg 342,5311. more than the-
fum eﬁ*mwted
< That the produce of the Fud taxes, upon an averwe of
the laft three years:(viz. 1788, 1789, and 1790) amounfe&
to 13,208,405, ; being 470,9341. more thay the fum eim-
mated, -

« And that the produce of xhe faid taxes, upon an aves

rage of the Jaft two years (viz. 1789 and 1790) amounted to

13,496, 1391 being 698 66:1. more than the fom eftimated.”
"« Refolved, Thatin thiscalculation, the: Sele@ Commit-

tee of 1791 have adverted to all the additional impofitions '

which ought to have been dedu 18led ﬁom their eftimate, ex~
cept tobacco licences, which amonnt in the whole to 8 157531
and that they have made no allowance for the diminution
grifing from the exemptions allowed in the borﬁ tax, or for
the repeal of‘the tax upen linens and frufis, .

‘. uefolved "That no complete acceunt can yet be given
of the produce of the land and malt taxes for. the laft five
pears.

¢ That the net produce of the iand tax aprpears. liable to

no material variation from year to year, and may be ftated at’

,972,0001 being 5ooc!: more than the fum cflimated.

¢ That the net produce of the malt tax in the years 1786,
1787, and 1788, appears.to have been upon an average
597,171l., being 35,1791 lefs than the fum eflimated.

"¢ Refolved, That it appears, by the Report of the Seleck
Committee of 1791, that the total amount of the intereft
and charges of the public debt, and of the fums iffued for the
redu@ion thereof, of the charges vpon the aggregate and
confolidated fund, and of the fums granied for t}n, fupplies
(including the deficiencies of land and ‘malt, the deficiency of
grants for the year 1785, and the amount of the prizes in the
lotteries of the feveral years, with the charges attandme;
them) has been, during the laft five years, 8§8,116,916L

~ and that the whole. of Lhe abQuP charges (except the ium of
ooy,oool v

lcfa than the

€631
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- year, under the head of Deficiency of Grants) has been de-
frayed by the produce within the faid five years of the per-
manent taxes, by the annual aids on land ‘and malt, and b
the fums arifing from extraordinary refources, with the ad-
dition of aloan of one million raifed by tontine, -and of
187,000l. raifed by fhort annuities, - S

o

¢ Refolved, That, over and above.the fums granted for

the fupplies, there appears to have been an - increafe in the
navy debt within the faid period, which is ftated at 457,950l
and an arrear incurred in the Ordnance, under the head of
Unprovided, to the amount of 61,9091, 5 and that the  defi=
. ciency of grants of the year 1790 exceeds -that of the year
1785 by the fum of 8o.590l. ' : -
¢ Refolved, That the {fum voted for defraying the expence
of the armament of 1790, and for the charge of 6000 addi-
tional feamen for the fervice of the prefent year (amounting
to 3,133,000) is not included in the above account ; but that
a feparate provifion has been made for-difcharging the fame,
independent of the future income of the country, as-efti-
mated by the Coinmittee of 1791, : :
“Refolved, That the Sele¢t Committee appointed in 1786
to examine and ftate. the accounts relating to the public inZ
come and expenditure, and to report what might be expected -
* to be the annual amount of the faid income and expenditure
“in future, have ftated the expected future expenditure npon
a permanent peace eftablithment, ~locluding the annual

million to be paid to the Commiffieners, ut the fuam of . |

16,478,181 . - » ; :
¢ Refolved, That the Sele Committee, appointed in the
prefent year 1791 to examine into the amount of the public

. income and expenditure during the laft five years, and alfo

‘to report to the Houfe what may be expefted to he the
annual amount in future, flate the expected expenditure,
upon a permanent peace eftablithment, including the annual
million to be paid to the Commiffioners, at the fam of
15,969,1781. which is exclufive of the {um of 12,000l.
fince charged on the confolidated fund for the payment of an
annuity to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Clarence; and
that the above fum exceeds. the permanent peace eftablifh-
ment, 3s ftated by the Committee of 1786, by 490,9971:
of which 42,2031.is on account of the increafe in the intereft
and charges of the national debt,- 2000]. on account of-the
/intereft on Exchequer bills, 14,499l. on the difference in
the charges on the aggregate and confolidated funds, and of
the produce of . the appropriated duties, 200,c00l. in the
navy, 148,842l .in the army; 27,0001, in ‘the ordnance;

 4:311l

A 1791,
_'207,000l.,, which remained to be provided for in the prefent.
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4,311 in the militia, and 54,1421, in the .mifcellaneous fer-
vices. . o o P
.« Refolved, That theexceeding in the eftimate ftated by the
Committee of 1791, on the five h’eads‘of navy, ariny, orq-
Inangc, militiz, and mifcellanecus fervices, above the efti-.
mate ftated by the Commiittee of 1786, on the fame five heads,
amounts to the fum of 434,295l . , -

-« Refolved,’I hat the Seleét Committee of 1791 do not ap-~

" pear to have thought it their duty to inquire into, or to flate

any opinion refpecting the ground or neceflity for fuch in-
creafe; under the above heads of fervice, the eftimates and
accounts of which come annually under the revifion of Parlia-

ment.. - — , ¢ vear. ccord
<t Refolved, That the expence of the prefent year, accord-

_ing to the fervices already voted, and exclufive of any extra

expence for the prefent armament, will amount. to about

the fumof 16,833,920l exceeding the permanent peace efta-

blilhment of the Sele@t Committea of 1786 b):_thg .,{‘,19],0&;
1,355,739—and the enlarged eftimate of the (.,O}DmltCQ(?,'?
‘1791 by the fum of 864,742l but that there is included. in
the above fum of 864,742l. an excefs of 131,405l. upon the
navy, which is more than accounted . for by the fum voted
for the repairs of frigates in_merchants yards, which expence
will ot recur again—and an excefs of 167,484l. upon the
army, which is more than nccoupted for by no allowance
being made in the grants of this year for army favings,
fimilar to that whichis made in the eftimates of 1786 and
'1791,-and by an advance of 71,569l. on accountﬂof txioczlgs
‘ferving\in India, - which is to' be repaid by the li.af’(—,_ n 1%
Company—and an excefs of 68,076l upon the ordnance, o
which 61,907]. arifes from the difcharge of ordnance unpro;‘
vided, and alfo, an excefs of §57,177]. under the heado
mifcellaneous fervices, of which 432,444l is on account of
American {ufferers, an article of .expence exprefsly cxcl.ude<1
from the eftimates above mentioned, pnd' the x:emamder
on account of variows mifcellaneous fervices peculiar to the
nt year. . _ o ’
Ap-re‘:‘feRte?olvg:d, That the Sele& Conimittee,. e{?cmmtmg upon
an average of the three laft years, and advertmg to the ad-
ditional .weeks receipt in 1790, have calculated the fut}lre
probable annual income at the fum of 16,030,28613 which
exceeds the future expenditure,’ as effimated by the {aid Com-

~ mittee, by a fum of 61,108"—that the above incomeiscal~

culated upon a revenue .which appears to,have1 been prg
gl‘eﬁively_ixlcreaﬁng, and is exclufive o_f any-audxthn_tore‘
sxpected from the amount of the taxes of 1789, or frqxp the
increafed produce of the dyties on tobacco—and likewife ex-

. elufive of the profits of the lottery, which amounted in the
S : ' prefent .
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prefent year nearly to zoo,0col. and efany fums to arife
from any incidental or extraordinary refources. '

« Refolved, That the money remaining due upon the
principal and intereft of the American and Eaft Florida
Claims, which has been direted by Parliament to be paid
by inftalments, is ftated to-have amounted, on 10th O&ober
1790, to 1,540,062l exclufive of the intereft payable on
fuch part of it as remains undifcharged, and exclufive alfo of
farther annual payments and penfions to American Loyalifts,
amounting to §4,211l. perannum. _ _ ,

< Refolved, That, befides this article fo ftated by ‘the
Committee, it appears, from the ordnance eftimate inferted
in their appendix, that the eftimate of the future annual ex-
pence of that office is exclufive of fuch fums as are contained
in the eftimate of the Board of land and fea Officers for

additional works for ‘fecurity of His Majefty’s dock yards, |

and _of any other fortifications, or othér new works, to
be carried on in the Weft Indies, North America, or elfe-
where. - "

¢ Refolved, That, during the laft ﬁve‘y'éa’rs, the fumn of
5,424,592, including 674,5921. arifing from annuities ex-

pired or unclaimed, and from dividends on flock bought,
has been applied to the redution of the national debt ; that
the fums by which the'debt has been increafed within the
fame period, appear, by the report of the Sele® Committee,
to “have amounted to 1,602,589l. leaving a balance ' of
3,822,003l. and that the annual intereft on the ftock bought,
and the prefent amount of the annuities expired or unclaimed,
appears to be 254,804l in addition to the million amiually'
charged on the confolidated fund.” ' .

As foon as the foregoing refolutions had pafled,

Mr. Sheridan faid, that having’given notice of his in-
tention to eindeavour to get his refolutions put upon the
journals, which could not be done by moving them ina
Committee, he thould now move the firft. :

Mr. Chancellor Pzt faid, that the relolutions having beert
fully difcufied in the Committee, he fhould move the previs
ous queftion on every one of them. D '

The following refolutions were then feverally moved, and
thﬁ previous queftion put and-carried on all, except the
laft. : ' I

¢« That it appears that the Sele¢t Committee of 1786
proceeded upon a fuppofition, that the annual and perma-
nent taxes then fubfifting were likely to produce annually the,
fum of 15,397,471 ) o, a

- % "["hat the Sele€t Committee of 1786 ftate, that a far-
ther confiderable increafe in the then fubfifting taxes, be-
S S ' ’ yond

it et g ot i 5 S
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vond their éftimate, might be expeded, if the due colleGtion
thereof could be fecured by meafures adequite to the por<
pofe; and fuch as would probably afferd an ample provifion
for any deficiencies which..might at any time be found in
certain extraotdinary refourées;, beforé enumeratéd by the.
faid Sele@ Commiitteey .. - L -
¢« That it dppears by tlie report of the Sele&t Commyittee
of 1791, that the produce of tlie faid taxés; from the sth
January 1786 to the sth January 1787, amounted only to
the fum of 14,405,702]. béing 991,769l Ifs than the {um
eftitiiated § o o o
"¢ That the produce of the faid taxes; upon an avefage
of the firlt two years (viz. -1786 and 178%) amounted only
to 14,864,834l: being 532;0371. lefs than the fum efti-
mated;. b Co :
s¢ That the produce of the faid taxes; .vipon an average of
the firft three year (viz. 1786, 1787, and 1788) amounted
onlyto.1§,0375263l. being 368,208, lefs than the Committee

eftimated; , ' ‘ :

¢ That the produce of the faid taxes; upon an average ofs,

the firft four years (viz. 1786, 1787, 1788, and 1789)
amounted only to 15,222,708l being 174,763 lefs than the .
‘Committee eftimated ;. . )

. < And that the produce of the faid taxes, updn an averdge
of five years:(viz. 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789; and 1790) has

amounted to 1§,448,4791: leaving an exceeding of 5-1,0‘081;, :

beyond the eftimate of the faid Select Committee; :
‘¢ That in this calculation the Seleét Committee of 1791
have not adverted to dll the additional impofitions which

ought to Have been deducted from their eflimate;

¢ That the total net produce of the public income, tipon -

an average of the laft five years (viz. from 6th. January
1786 to gth January 1791 (both inclufive) has amounted
annually, intlading a fifty-third weekly payment; to a
fum not exceeding the fum of- 15,618,775 .

<« That the average expenditure during the fame period,
including the fums paid to the American Loyalifts, and ofi
account of other temporary mifcellaneous fervices, and the
fams iffued fo the Commiffioners for difcharging the na-
tional debt; dnd addi,n-g'f:‘le.eﬁimated expence of -the militia
for the years 1989 and 17903 but exclufive of the expence
of the armament in 1790, and of any addition to the navy
debt fince 17863 has amounted annually to a fum exceeding
the fum of 16,8555109l.

<« That the average excels of expenditure beyond the
average income," during the above period, has amounted an-
nually to a fum-exceeding 1,236,334 L

Vor. XXIX. 4Q, & That
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¢ That the total net produce of the public i )
, public income, ¢
an average of the,\ laft three years, viz. from 6th ]z;n?zg?;
;7"88 1‘clo sth l]zilquaryﬁlf']gl h(both inclufive) has amounted
nnually, including a fifty-third week] nt, to
o 16,00maB0L. gahity ekly payment, to the fum
¢ That the average expenditure during the fam iod,
3 . . . e
\mc_ludmg the fums paid to theAmericafLoyaliﬁs, E:Z(ﬁi
account of other temporary mifcellaneous fervices, and the
fums iflued to the Commiflioners for di[qharging the na-

tional debt ; and adding the eftimated expence of the militia.
h “9

for the years 1789 and 1790; but exclufive of the expence
(c;fb\hfg 3”‘“3‘%‘36“'5 lm 1790, and of any addition to the navy
ebt fince 1766; has amounted annually to a fume ing
_ X

16,078,073l A | y | ceeding
¢ That the average excefs of expenditure, beyond the ave.-

rage incotne; during the above period, has amounted annuall
to 947,787L : y
o« That the expence of the armament in the year 1790,
feparately provided for, and not included in the above ac-

counts, has amounted to a fum exceeding three millions,

- % That it appears that the addition to the navy debt fince
31t December 1785 is eftimated by the fele® Committee at
1{1,57,95}101._and thzgt,lbyc'an account delivered to the Houfe
ince the report of the Committee, this debt appears to have

’ av
been farther increafed ; PP . ?
¢ That the total amount of the exceeding of expenditure
in the five years before ftated, exclufive of this addition'to

the navy debt, and of the expence of the armament in 1790
amounts to the fum of 6,181,670l : ’

¢ That the extraordinary refources, by which tliis defi-

giency has been fupplied during the above period, have
amounted to the fum of 6,191,705l and have arifen from
the following articles; viz. :

From refpited duties paid in by the Eaft-India

Company . : ‘

. F;omsgrrears of land tax granted prior to Sahses
I . C — —_— J— — !
.Ditt7'o malt —_— e Iff{g%

From fams remaining in the Exchequer on sth i
January 1786 - — 1,172,119

From impreft monies, and monies re-paid 820,165
From money re-paid on account of advance

for Foreign fecret fervice - 54,000
From fale of French prizes = — — Jg,ooo
From arimy favings and Chelfea penfioners . 1,09 1:14.7
Krem profit 'on the annual lotterr, — 1,212,602

- & Raifed -

A. 1791, DEBATES
" Raifed by way of Tontine, - -— —_— 1,002,140
Ditto by granting fhort annuities — ~187,00Q
L.6,191,105,

¢« That from the nature of the articles which have com-
pofed thefe extraordinary aids, no fimilar affiftance, to any
confiderable amount, can be expected in future, éxcepting
from the article of a lottery,-fhould the legiflature continue
to think it right to avail itfelf of that expedient; .. =~ °

¢ That the fele& Committee, appointed in 1786 to exa-
mine and ftate the accounts relating to-the public income and
expenditure, and te report what might be expected to be
the annual amount of the faid income and expenditure
in future, have flated-the expected future expenditure upon
a permament peace eftablifhment, including the annual

million to be paid to the Commiffioners, at the fum of

15,478,181L . o
« That the fele@® Committee, appointed in the prefent

‘year 1791 to examine into the amount of the public income-

and expenditure during the laft five years, and alfo to report
to the Houfe what may be expected to be the annual amount

in future, {tate the expeclted expenditure, upon a permanent

peace eftablithment, including the annual million to be paid

‘to the Commiflioners, at the fam of 15,969,178l a fum

exceeding the permanent peace eftablifhment, as {tated by
the Committee of 1786, by 490,997L. - o :

« That in the report of-the fele&t Committee in. 1786,
the accounts are ftated to have been prepared on a calcula-

tion of a permanent peace eftablifhment towards the end of ’

the year 1790; - - \
_«¢ That the fele& Committee of 1791 flate no time when
their eftimate of a permanent peace eftablifhment' may be
expeéted to commence ; / :
<« That the expence of the prefent year, according to the
feryices already voted, and exclufive of any extra expence
for the prefent armament, will amount to the fum of
16,833,020l. or more; exceeding the permanent peace efta-
blifhment 6f the feleGt Committee of 1786 by the fum of
1,355,739l and the enlarged eftimate of the Committee of
1991 by the fum of 864,742l ‘ :

& That the fele€t Committee of 1786 calculate the a-;?

mount of the permanent peace eftablifhment, under the
five- heads of navy, army, ordnance, militia; and mifcella=
neous fervices, at 3,913,274l. viz. : :

Navy. — _— e 1,300,000
Army et —. == 1,000,000
4 Q.2 Qrdnance.
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of the three laft years, and adverting to the additi

PARLIAMENTARY A1y,
Ordnance . —_— — B
Milita | — o, T 3480
Mifcellaneoys Seryices .._.. ' ;);’:;)Z

- £:3:913,274

cc."v." _— | ] LT

- Tha; the fele® Committee of 1991 calculate the a-
g}g}x;ntﬁoi. the permanent peace eftablithment, under the
Jame wve heads of navy, army, ordnance, militia, and
mifcellaneous feryices, at 4,347,560l viz., SEERS 1

Ta3 I
2?&? S— il 2,000,000
 Ordnance o — T . v!,748,84_2
“Miljgia - _ = 3_7_5@(:9~
' leCe}laneous SC.l‘vicﬁs N . : Iggailé
) TN : X hwsy o 8,416 ’ E
£-4:347,569

exceeding, in thefe five articles, the eflitate -of 186, b
- the fum of 434,295l, IHEER the eltimate of 1786, by
(13 . ¢ 1 l
. "That the felect Committee of ‘1791 do not appear to
have theught it within their province tc enquire into, or to
fta‘tfa any ground or necefity for, {uch increafe; 0 o
' ¢ T‘f(xl;yt-the dfums voted for the fervice of the prefent
year under the above heads, -hut -including no provifion foi
gtlh_e preient-armainent, are as follow ; . R

- Nav - - : :

. Arm};r T e o 2,131,000

i : te— 1,8

‘Ordpance — e ? 5%0?_0

Militia - I R A1

MJ(cellaneous Services, including the 95313
{ums to'the American loyalifts, acd ;
other allowances = = 690,000

£55212,311

——————er

.exceeding the eftimate of 1786 by the fum ;1; 1 )
PR . 3 T k i) 4 b ” ’O L
and the eftimate of 1791 by 864,742l but ded\;&qigg 3&&,

“{am of 306,0001. of the fum voted to the loyalifts i
1 ; of th ted loyalift being’
:to be defrayed by 'the profits of the lotgery,)',“”th_e;ns,e;;ec:;?l,g

the eﬁim:;té of 1786 by' the fum-of . Nl

¢ That the felect -Cpmngittec, cﬁimatingi upén an ave}dge

onal week’s

receipt in ‘1790, have calculated the future probéble annual

: s g 2%

¢ That
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-« That the re,céipt of each of .the two laft.years appears

| to have confiderably exceeded that fum ;

¢, That in the receipt of the latter year, the great increafe
appears to have arifen under the head of excife; and that,
in the articles of fpirits and {pirit licences alone, ‘the exceed-
ing in the receipt of the year 1790, over the receipt of the
year 1786, amounts to the fum of 599,3551.

¢« That it appears to have been highly proper in the fele&

Committeeto calculate, npon an average.of three years at leaft,
the future expected.income; at the fame time it appears tQ
this Committee, that, on-a review of ‘the whole of the ac-
counts, the future income may reafonably be expected to a-
mount to the fuin eftimated by the feleGt Committee;

"« That upon this eftimate, it appears that our future in-
come is.calculated as likely. to-exceed our future expenditure
by the amount of 61,108l. per annum. :

Income - —_ —_ : 16,030,286
Expenditure = — = == 15,909,178
balaﬁ‘ce' L. 61,108

¢¢ That this balance is wholly. inadequate to provide for
thofe extraordinary expences which are actually forefeen
and admitted by the felect Committee ; for, though the fe-
le& Commijttec ftate, that they do not conceive that ¢ it
¢ falls within their province to confider what other-extraor-
¢¢ dinary expences, not included in any eftimate before them,
¢ may occur in a courfe of years ;” yet they further ftate,
that < the only article of this nature, which has been brought

- ¢¢ diftinétly under their view, is the amount of the money

¢ remaining due upon the principle and intereft of the Ame-
< rican and Eaft Florida claims, which has been direfted by
¢ Parliament to be paid by inftalments:” And it further
appears, that this article, fo diftinétly brought to the view
of the feleét Committed, s ftated by them to have amount-
ed, on 10th of O&ober 1790, 1o 1,540,0021. exclufive of
the intereft payable on fuch part of it as remains undifcharged,

and exclufive aHo of further annual payments and penfions

~to American loyalifts, amounting to 54,211l. per annum.

¢ That befides this article, fo ftated by the Committee,
it appears from the ordnance eftimate, inferted in their ap-
pendix, that the. eftimate of the future annual expence of
that office is, ¢ exclufive of fuch fums as are contained in
s¢ the eftimate of the .board of land and fea officers, addi-
¢ tional. works for fecurity of His Majefty’s dock yards, and
¢ of any other fortifications, or other new works, to be

s carried on jn the Weft Indies, TNorth America, or elfe-

¢ where;”

« That '

06g
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¢ That to meet thefe heavy articles of inevitable extra
expence, or the expence attending the prefent armament, or
for any future exceeding under the head of ¢ mifcellanies,”
beyond the fum laft, eftimated, the feleét Committee refer
us to no extra refource that can be relied on, but that-of a
lottery, : o . .

¢ That admitting the future income to meet the eftimated
expenditure, or even fo to increafe, as with the aid of a
lottery to fatisfy the above certain extra demands, in the
courfe of the five years next enfuing, yet will the public
income remain wholly unequal to afford the {malleft aid to
any néw and unforefeen demand that may arife, either for
any armameunt or any other unforefeen contingency within
that period, or to {pare the fmalleft furplus towards the re-
duction of the unfunded debt, already increafed to a degree,
and continued at an amount, wholly unprecedented, in time
of peace, in the annals of this country ; ' '

¢ That the experience of the three laft years, in the
courfe of which the unexpe@ed and heavy expence of two
armaments has been incurred and fatisfied, while a third re-’
mains to be provided for, would render it highly improvi-

dent in this Committee not to advert to the probability of

iimilar events recurring ; : .

¢ That the fum ftated by the fele@ Committee to have
been atually applied to the difcharge of the public debt,
amounts to 4,750;0col. from which it is admitted that there
fhould be deducted the tontine million increafed on the navy
debt, and other articles of debt contra&ed, to the amount of
1,002,589l. Teaving a balance of 3,147,411

¢ "That in the account of the debt contraQed, no allow-

ance is. made for fuch part of the old navy debt ‘as now
béars intereft, and which muft be confidered as additional
debt; nor are the fhort annuities granted in 1789 admitted,
although the inftalment repaid, inftead of being paid over to
the Commiffioners for reducing the national debt, was ap~
plied to the fervices of laft year; ‘

¢ "Ihat the annual interefl of the. capital ftock, ftated to

have been purchafed by the Commiffioners for reducing the
national debt, np to the firft of February 1791, amounts to
the fum of 2c3,170l. from which is to be dedu@ed the in-
creafed annual charge for the intereft of the tontine loan,
viz. 42,262l leaving the.fum in favour of the Commiffioners
160,908l and if from this {um a further redu&ion is made
for the increafe of intereft on the navy debt, ftated, fince

the report of the felet Committee, to amount to 49,3881

that fum will be reduced to 111,020l o
# That the permanent addition to.the peace eflablifiment,

ftated by the fele&t Committee of 17971 as to remain on the

. . five

e - RN
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~ five articles before enumerated, amounts to 434.,2'9;1. {o

that, while an annuity to the amount of 111,020l has
been redeemed by the Commiflioners on behalf of the pub-
lic, in the form of re-purchafing debt, an annuity of four
times that amount is propofed to be entailed on the nation,
in the form of increafed eftablithment.” N

- Mr. Sheridan now obferved, that compelling the Chan- M.
cellor of the Exchequer to refort to the previous queftion, Sheridan,

was precifely what he had in view, as it fhewed that the

- right honourable gentleman felt the refolutions to be faéts,

and durft not allow them to ftand on the journals as nega-
tived. Mr. Sheridan faid, the laft of his refo'stions, with
alitile alteration in the preamble, was as applicable to the
refolutions adopted by the Houfe, as to thofe with which it
was originally conneéted, and he fhould take the fenfe of
the Houfe upon it. He then moved,

¢¢ That upon due confideration of the report made this
¢ day from the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom
¢ the confideration of the report from the Sele©®t Committee
¢ of 1791 was referred,. and alfo upon confideration of the -
‘¢ two reports of 1791 and 1786, and of the feveral accounts.
¢ before the Houfe relative to the public income and expen-
“ diture, it appears proper and neceffary to declare, that the
¢ great increafes propofed to the permanent peace eftablifh-

"~

© ¢ ment, in the report of 1791, ought not to be confidered

¢.as receiving countenance or approbation from the Houfe
% of Commons, until the caufes of the fame fhall be explain-
4 ed, and the neceffity of them made manifeft,”” .

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid he thould certainly oppofe it, and.
the Houfe divided ; , ' o

Ayes, 19; Noes, 34. Majority, 5. - _

The following report from the Committee which had fat
feveral days in an inquiry refpe@ing the application of mo-
ney granted for Carlton Houfe, was brought' up by Lord
Shefheld, the Chairman :*

¢ The Committee appointed to inquire refpe@ing the ap-
plication of the money voted for the additions to, and the
furnifhing of, Carlton %Ioufe, have, in obedience to the or-
der of the Houfe, proceeded therein. o

% Your Committee find that the fums voted by Parliament
for the additions to, and furnifhing of, - Carlton -Houfe,
amounting to 55,200l were ifflued from the Trealury to
Mr. Lyte, Treafurer to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of
Wales, at various timés: and that, by the exprefs cBfnmand
of his Royal Highnefs, the faid fams Wwere fet apart and kept
feparate in an account at Meflts. Ranfem, Mereland, and -
Hammerfley’s, and made fubject to the order of Mr. Henry

f’ 1 A Holland,

i
N
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Holland, the archited, to be applied to the purpofes for
which they were iflued. ' ‘ S ‘
« And your'Committee farther find, that the whole of
the faid money has been paid to Mr. Holland, excepting thc;‘
{um of 4,450l. paid by Mr. Hammerfley-to the upholfterer, on
account, for furnitures . ’ o
¢ Tt appears to your Committee, that-the money fo re-
ceived by Mr. Holland has been paid to different perfons em=
ployed in the works of Carlton Houle, whofe names, apd
the fums paid to each, have been laid before your Commlt‘-
e. o . , |
e <« It appears, that fuch payments have been made on an
open account, leaving a -confiderable balance due. for work
already done: and it alfo appeats to your Committee; that
the additions to, and furnifhing of, Carlton Houfe, are in-
complete. -, . o S 4
« Tt alfo appears to your Committee, that the eftimate of
the 14th of May, 1787, is ftated by Mr. Hotland as baving
been made in great haite: that the fame appears to have beent
 referred, in July following, by the command of the Prince
of Wales, to the Officers of His Majefty’s works; who de-
clined giving any opinion on the particulars thereof, farther
than that the prices propofed to be allowed to the tradefmen; -
as far as they went, agreed with thofe ufually allowed in
His Majefty’s works.~~That no other eftimate was fm{‘me’d}
till his Royal Highnefs ordered the eftimate of November
1789 to be prepared; which eftimate was afterwards res
duced nearly one half, by bis Royal Highnefs himfelf.
<« That in'the title of this laft eftimate there appears a ma<
terial errot, in referring to the date of the application to
Parliament in 1787, and ftating articles of futniture as be-
ing for other ftate rooms not then-projected ; the meaning of
which,is now explained by Mr. Holland to be this, that it
is an eftimate of furniture intended to replace articles -de~
figned to be ufed before any ftate rooms were projected, and
“¢ertain articles of which were intended tobe employed in' the
ftate rooms, until an alteration was made in the plan of fur-
niture, as ftated and explained in the letter of Colonel Hulfe-
and Mr Holland, of November 17th 1789, which is before,
the Houfe; but that the ftate rooms are the fame as defchbegl
"in the building eftimate of May 14th 1787, and thatno r'lew
buildings or rooms have been added, although fome altera-
tions have been made in the arrangement of the apart
mentss” . ' o
Lord Sheffield obferved, that an eflential part of his ije&v
in propofing a Committee had been anfwered; that it }md
been clearly proved that the money granted had been fairly
expended, and applied to the purpofes for which it was vo;}e;i

DEBATES . .
:a;idt that By» the éxf»refs command of the Prince of Wales, it
,had been entered in a feparate account at his bankers, to be

anfwerable only to demands for building and ' farnithing
. Carlton Houfe. "The fum voted, his: Lordthip faid,  proved

by no means anf{werable to'the expence at Carlton Houfe ;

“many had looked on thefe works as public works, and had
_confidered the public as anfwerable. It was:not fuppofed
that Parliament had limited the expence of the :Palace for a
Prince of Wales to the fum firft voted. = Several “families
were greatly diftrefled, ‘and likely to be ruined. by -the non-
payment of bills for work done at Carlton Houfe. - The
. Prince, as was well known, for he had no communication
with his Royal . Highnefs, felt ftrongly for their diftreffes.
It was enfit fuch a bufinefs thould remain on_fuch a footing.
It was at the fame time, difficult to make any propofition
that would be fatisfaCtory. - He wifhed not to propofe new
burthens, although, perhaps. ‘it would be only prudence
then, to fettle the bufinefs.. His Lordfhip concluded with
faying he certainly fhould not propofe any thing that could

' ‘be--thought difrelpectful to His Majefty, or that was not

likely to meet the general wifhes of the country; but if he

~found it would be acceptable to the Houfe, he fhould move,
-4 That the report, with an humble addrefs, be fubmitted.to

-¢¢ His Majefty.”
‘andjudiciouily in not making a motion on the fubje& in fo
thin a Houfe, and {o advanced a period of the fefion. He

- was fure that no motion would have received the general con-

currence of the Houfe. - . o v
Lord Sheffield thought the beft way would be to fubmit the.
whole to Eis Majefty’s confideration. . '

‘M. Sheridan recommended it to his Lr;rdfhip to move,

¢ That the report lie on the table and be priiited,” The Sheridaa.

ohject was, that the whole tranfadtion might be fairly
known, and the mifreprefentations done away which had *
been circulated refpecting it. - This he wifhed more particu-
larly ; on account of the extraordinary miftake of keeping
back a paper (No. 5)¥,. which he had long contended was
delivered in at the Treafury, and which was at length pro-
duced. T'he omiffion had made a deep impreffion on muany

* The following is a Copy of the Péper alluded to by Mr. Sh.cribdam:
Hexry Hornraxpin Account for the Worksat Carlton Houfe.

Amount of cafh received from Auguft 1587, to November 14
) pg g 767 m) 4

198 - - . , - L.50:75° 0 . a
Amount of cath paid from Auguft 23, 1787, to'Nov. 14,1789 50,874 8 ¢

875 1t 3

- g

In h';md ’ -
Vou XXIX, . . 4R - , gentle-

Ir. Chancellor Pitz faid, Ath’é_ noble Lord Ba(] Aone Wifely Mr. Pitt.
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“gentlemen; and was the thore. extraordinary, as the paper
-was the! mofbimportantof:ally fhewing how ‘the'mciey-had
heen applied; :and thepapers firft prefented, ' -amoiig” which
;another: was, fubftituted for this, contdining‘a Wote Migned
George ' Kofe, ;- ftasingjr “That . the “Commiffionér’s of “the
¢ Lreafury:had::no-official “knowledge of ' thet applicatiod ‘of
“¢ the: money; after-it-was iffued.” i Mir. ‘Shetidan {2id] he
~did :not: mean totake anyifarther notice'of this 3 but he*hopéd,
‘that thafe:in whofe care ‘the paper was, ' would be' feverély
geprimanded by their fuperiors fot the megléG,’” =2 =¥t
«x:L heireporb -wasiordered to-bé printed.- - '
. obodtr et onlLt g vl Vews T ‘
. The following Report from tke Comtnittee appointed to
inquire info-the amanwer: in which®an 'a&ly’ midé in“the2.5d
“year:of the'reignoof :his late WMajelty King-Gedrge thie Sé-
condy-intitled;s 6 An adt for enlarging and- maintaininy the
$harbouroh i Ramfgate; and :for cleanfing, aimedding, and
¢ preferving thethavenvof :Bandwicly)” hastbeew'carried in'to
exegution, -&a: &ec. iwas laidion =thé‘t‘:‘ible;?!— ENSEaTS
YR THE Committee appointed to inquire into the manner
in which, an‘a¢ made in: the 22d year of the reign of his late-
Majefty Kipg George the Becond, intitled,, < An a& for en-
¢ larging and mainraining the harbour of Ramfgate, and for

« ¢leanfing, amending, and preferving the<Haven of Sand-

- ¢ wich,” has been -carried into «execution; what rates and

duties. have, been impofed, and what fums of ‘money ‘have-

been colle€ted by virtue thereof, and to-what purpofes fuch
money has beén applied ; "and te report-the fame, with “their
obfervations thereupon, to the Houfe: and to whom the
petition.of the merchants and {hip owners of the'port of Lon~
donj; “and alfo, the petition of the merchants -and thip own-
ers of the port,of Scarborough 3 and alfo, the petition of the
merchants ;and fhip owners of .the portof Hull;:and alfo;
the petition of the merchants and fhip owners-of Sunderlard,,
in the .county of Durham; and alfo; the petition of the:

merchants and fhip owners of the city and pert of Briftol 3.

and alfo, -the petition of the merchants and ,fhip owners of!
the town and port of Newcaftle; and alfo, the petition of the’
merchants and thip owners of Whitby, were feverally re<
ferred: and who weie inftructed to take into confideration

an a& pafled in'the gth year of the reign of his prefent Ma- .

jefty, intitled, “ Anad to enlarge certain powers granted
“ by an ad pafled in.the 22d year of the reign of King
¢ (George the Secondy intitled, “An* a& “for enlarging and
¢ maintaining the harbour.- of-Ramfgate, ‘and for cleanfing”
¢ amending, and preferving the haven of Sandwich,” have.
£xamined the matters to them referred ; and have agreed to
e e . R ST _ repor
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report the fame, together with, their. obfervations thereupon, -

to the Houfe ; which report is as followeth, viz. -

1

) R Higieas S ;'—l'-i .
. It appeared to your Committee, that the, Tiruflees:ading
in the execution of the act of the 224 ofshise latenMajelty

King George the Second, have ere@ed. the:piers,docks, -and

other works defcribed in the annexed plan, and did withe
year 1749 impofe the following rates or:dutiesynviz. gdi per .

- ton on veflels from,20 tp 300 tons; 1d. perton o vellels of

upwards of 300 tons;. and 11d. for every chaldron of coals
and ton of ftone; which ;rates. ordutiesy continued: till the
year 1768 ; and.in the year 1768 the Truftees impofed, in
lieu of the, former, the following rates .or duties; :viz. 3id.
per ton. on veflels from 20 to 3co tons; 1d. per ton on vef-
fels above 300 tons, and 1id. for every: tonsaf {tone.and
cl}}aldro‘n of coals; which laft mentioned rates-or dutics:con-
tip,ygd for one year: and.in ;t'he;,;yea,xj.1:769;the’Tr11f’rees' im-
pofed, in lieu of the former, the following rates or:duties; -
viz. 6d..per ton on yeflels. from 20 tol 300 tons ;' iadi: per-ton’ .
on veflels above 300 tons;: and;:3d.dor ievery chaldrori- of
coals.and. ton of flone; which laft-imentioned:rates oriduties
continued without variation fromthat time hitherto; ‘and

by means of .the, faid ;rates ‘or duties, there hathibeen col-

le'&'g‘ad', to M‘idb_f.ummer 1790 t= o £.371,882: 8 3% .

lowance- to PR YS! Pt z

coamduns e ot mates
Diduél for alion
golleCtors, the fum of  £.23.022 10 03

- Ditto, for loffes by bad . .y L

_ debts = - V 433. i 9% } LR 4
- - 23,455 17 10b

T 25455

gt Few Corr blogen t b r?;"'ézl‘z R -'-‘.’.34.8,426 10 §
The Truftees. have raifed and received by  cue el

fale of annuities - e 87,521 8
The Truftees, have received by-rents.of.. port s 4
effates. vefted in them, and foridividends
of funds purchafed. out. of the produce .
of the.colletion up to 1790, now ftand=: -

1ng in the.names.of the Truftees after~ . v =
named, the fum of - - 12,092 85

445,940 4 2
» e b T ) o
The Truftees, out of the monies col- -
+ leCed.and raifed as aforefaid, have. ...
expended the following fums of:mo- -
ney to Midfummer 1590, viz.

4R2 R
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In works at the harbour, = :
~the fum of ' = - 21g,700 ‘0 6
In pavments-toSandwich =~ - T

Haven, annuities, fa-

laries;. ‘and’ gratuities

to officers, and contin-

gentexpences, thefum o
of o . - -- 153,007 18 3
Tn the purchafeof public -, : S

funds, the famxof - - 37,378 10 0

A, 1791,

Makiog together the fum of  ~ 410086 8 o

~

“Which leaves a balance of ~ _’ 38,8 53 15§

Of which balance there is in the hands of .

the Treafurers the fumof ~ - 33,034 14 10
There is:now ftanding in the names of Alexander Aubert,
Efa.. and.Arnold Mello, Efg. joint Treafurers of the faid’

truft, the following public furids, purchafed with the monies .

raifed and colleted as aforefaid, viz. .

- Bank 3 per cent. confolidated annuities - -+ £:40,000

© Bank 4 per cent.annuities - « <7 1C,000
¢ ‘The Truftees are poflefled of a leafe of a'divelling houfe.

and other buildings, in Auftin Friars, London, ufed for the’

puipofe of carrying on the bufinefs relating to the harbour,

1

~which leafe was granted by Richard Henry Clarke and

others, to the faid Arnold Mello,’ and others of the truf, for.
the term of 6O years, from Lady Day 1788, at the: clear”
yearly rent of 60l upon which premifles the Truftees have

. expended, in repairs thereof, inthe years 1788 and 1789 the

fum of 2,500l. and upwards. .
¢« The - Truftees have pufchafed freshold™ property at
Ramfgate, part whereof is let off; -and the annual rents’
amount to 37l gs. clear. o B
< |t al{o appeared to your Committee, that the accounts’
of the Treafarers of the . faid truft have beén audited and
pafled by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Lon-..
don, in purfuance of the faid alls, from the commencement

. thereof to the 24th day. of. June 19873 but from that time

the accounts of ‘the Treafurers have not been pafled by the
iaid Mayor and Aldermen, although prefented to them for
that purpofe, they the faid Mayor and Aldermen confidering
that large {ums of money had been expended contrary to the
fpitit and intent of the faid alls of Parliament, as appears by
the report of the Committee of the {faid Mavor and Alder-
mer, dated 12th April laft, appainted to audit and examine
the taid accounts. ST T
N - : ¢ 1t

[
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¢ Tt alfo appeared 1o your Committee, that the annuities
payable to the now furviving annuitants amount in the whole
to the fum of 1,0931. 2s. 06d annually, as appears in the
Appendix, No 1; and that the fams annually paid in fala-
ries and gratuities to Officers, do amount in the whole to
the fam of 1,155l. which falaries and gratuities, together
with the employments of Oflicers, “appear in the ‘Appendix,
No 2. L L o e

¢ It farther appeared to your Committee, that the re-
venue has exceeded the expenditure very confiderably, and
that it is an unneceffary burthen on the public to raife fo
great a fum, however ufeful the faid harbour has proved ;
and. there being the faid balance of 33,034l. 14s. 10d. in the -
“T'reafurers hands in June 1790, and the income arifing from

the maney invefted in the public funds being more than fuf-

ficient to keep down the growing payments of the annuities
(the whole whereof, from the advanced age of the annui-
taats, may be expefted toend ina few years) your Commit-.
tee obferve. that the prefent alts are defective in powers as
to the appropriation of the funded. property, the internal
Government and regulation of the harbour, and in other par-
ticulars. Wherenpon; . - N

 « Your Committee have dire@ed the Chairman to move
the Houfe for léave to bring in a bill to explain, amend, and -
extend the powers of two a&s, the one made in the 22d year
of the reign of his late Majefty King George the Second, in-
titled, ¢ an a&t for enlarging and maintaining the harbour
¢ of Ramfgate, aud forcleanfing, amending, and preferving -
¢-the haven of Sandwich;” the other made in the gth year
of .the reign of his prefent Majefty, intitled, “ An-adl to en-
«¢ Jarge certain powers. granted by an act paffed’in the 22d
¢« year of the reign of King George the Second, . intitled, -
¢ an a& for enlarging and maintaining the harbour of Ramf{-
¢ ‘gate, and for cleanfing, amending, and preferving the ha-
5 ven of Bandwich.” L

%
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