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equally e Laws OF LOZRNA and ot »eotland, but which would be
brought into difeuffion by the Houfe going into an enquiry concern-
ing the naturc of the Scotch Law, and for which rcafon, therefore, -
he was the more inclined to vote in favour of the motion before
the Houfc at prefent ; he underftood no prifoner in Scotland could
furamon witnefles in his defence from England, or in England
from Scotland: to Englithmen this might not bea circumitance

" prejudicial as'to Scotchmen, on account of the proportions of the

two countries relative to each other; but to an Englithman it

might eventually be a circumftance of very {erious prejudice; to a

Scotchman it muft often be fo. Mr. Stanley faid, he could not
| Qq 2 - '
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The order of the day being read for the Houfe to rciolve itfelf
into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of Ways and

Means for raifing the fupply granted to His Majefty, Mr. Hobart

. took the chair. ;

A great variety of acconnts were referred to the Committee.

Mr. Chﬂncello‘ PUT'T faid, that in order to lay before the
Cormittee as fully and (*xﬁmé’tly, and, at the fame time, as con-
cifely as he was able, the various particulars that were neceflary for
their cobfideration that day, he fhould beg leave, in the firfy
place, to eall their attention' to the feveral heads under which

. A 19794,

DEBATES. 01

thefe confiderations feemed principally to fall, and to the order in
which he propofed to flate them.

In the firft place, he fhould confider it as his duty to ftate to
the Committee the extent of the p10v1ﬁons which were made,
accordmg to the votes and eftimates now in their pofleffion, for the
various branches of the public fervice, with a view to the active and
effeGual profecution of the prefent war.

In the next place, it would be his duty to lay before them the-
particulars, and the amount of the various articles, both of {upply,
and of ways and means, with a view to the exiraordinary provifions
of the war, and alfo with a view to compare them with thofe that
were made in time of peace. '

And thirdly, he fhould confider it as his duty to flate all the

~ particulars relative to the conditions and terms of the Loan which

was neceflary for the fervice of the year, together with the other

‘meafures of finance, and the nature of the refources and taxes by
* which any annual charge arifing from that Loan might be de-.

frayed.

On the firft of thefe heads he conceived it would be unneceflary
to dwell for any length of time, becaufe in truth the particulars had
been ftated already in the various debates that had taken place in
the Committee of Supply ; and therefore he thould rather fuppofe
it unneceflary to mention it again, if he did not think it defirable to
bring into one point of view the extraordinary exertions that had

-been ‘made to profccutc the war; becaufe in addrefling himfelf

that day to the Committee, he muft bear in miud, that under the
prefent circumftances, whatever might be their confiderations on

the amount of the burthens ncccﬂ'ary to be impofed on their confti-

tuents, or on what might be the wifeft and moft ndvantaoeous

~ mode in which they might be defrayed ; the firft queftion in the -

mind of every man who felt for himifelf, for his country, or for
mankind, was to be fatisfied that .the meafure of our exertions
‘were limited only cither by the a@tual externit of our power, or by
the apparent fufficiency of the means we had provided in compan-»
fon of ‘the end which we had propofed. He was perfuaded, in a
cafe where, in one word, the conteft was literally for the whole,
that there was no man who would hefitate contributing any part,
whatever that part might be, to fecure our fafety and our fuccefs.
On that principle it was, that he withed to lay before the Houfe
the refult of what His Majefty’s fervants had thought it their duty
to propofe, and the greateft part of which had been already ftated in
the different votes of the Houfe.. The firft head of public fervice,
in the order.in which it was ufually voted, and in the order of efti-
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mation in which it was held by the Houfe, and 'the. country at
large, was the Navy, For the Navv they had voted 85,000 fea-
wmen ; they had voted them with the fatisfaction of knowing that at
the end of the firft year of the war they had arrived within 10,000
~ of that number ; that the increafe of our naval force in one year
had been between 50 and 60,000 men; and that the ftate of the
preparation of their thips had not barely kept pace, but had outrun
the extraordinary force by which they were to be manned. On the
whole, the progrefs in the Navy in one year bore a high propor-
tion, - and had exceeded the fargeft amount that had ever been col-
leéted in the fame time in any former period. The great exertions
that had been made, and the force that was now voted, under the
circumftances of the prefent war, was greater than any that had
been. made till a much more advanced period, till almoft near the
conclufion in any former war in which this country was engaged ;
and when inftead of having one enemy they have had almoft the
united navies of Europe to contend with. He therefore flattered
himfelf that the provifion that had been made was ample. But if
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it thould be neceﬁ'ary,‘ which he did not think probable, that a

greater number than 85,000 feamen could be ufefully employed,
he fhould vote for 5,000 feamen more, in addition to thofe that
had been already vated. ; ' '

The next great article was the Army, o

) n which he had taken
the liberty of troubling the Coimmittee with his reafons for think-
ing, what he was happy was confirmed by the Houfe, that a large
and effeCtual augmentation of the Army was equally neceflary, un-
der the circumftances of the prefent time. IHeé had alfo the fatis-
faGiion of flating that the aGtual augmentation that had been made
in the firft year of the war, had been more rapid and extenfive than

at any other period of our hiftory. The actual augmentation laft

year was flated to have been above 30,000 effe@ive men, and all
Britith troops. He conceived they would be fufficient for the
largeft exertions neceffary to be made by this country. The total
wote of Britith' troops, including the militia and fencibles, was
above 140,000 men. In addition to this a body of foreign troops,
‘ ambunting to between 30 and 40,000 men, were employedfin the
fervice of Great Britain. . )

The third head was that of the Ordnance, on which it was
unneceflary to enter into a particular detail 5 except only to obferve,
that it alfo had received a greater augmentation than in any former
period.  Under the circumftances of the prcfent.times, and confi-
dering the modern praltice of war, it was abfolutely neceffary,
that our preparations of artillery thould be very great. ~ Upon the

e
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whole, therefore, the number of feamen for the fea fervice of . t.he
prefent year. was 85,000 ; there were about 140,000 Britifh
troops for. the land fervice; befides between 30 and 40,000 fo-
reign troops 3 and, under the head of artillery, between 5 and
6000 men; fothat the amount, upen the whole, was confiderably
above 250,000 men. to be employed in the public fervice. He
fhould have the fatisfadtion of ftating, that the provifions neceflary
to be made for their exertions, la"rge as they were, would be de-
frayed without any great or diftrefling preflurc on the country. ,.I'm
addition to the liberal provifion that had been made for the fervice
of the prefent year, he had alfo provided for the exceedings-incurfed
in the laft year; and, though he in one view lamented the in~
creafe of .our expences, yet in his prefent view he fpoke with. the

greateft fatisfaction, that the navy, in the year 1793, liad ‘
made a mueh more rapid progrefs than was forefeen at the begin-

ning of the war, or thin could be expetied; confequently, there
~was a large increafe of Navy debt, for which he meant to make
provifion. He conceived it unneceflary to trouble the Houfe more
‘on this head ; and therefore, he faid, he fhould proceed to the

. fecond part, namely, to flate the total of the articles of fup})ly and
‘of Ways and Means. He had anticipated part of them in what

he had already faid.

SUPPLY.
NAVY.. ' L.
85,000 Seamen - - - - 4,420,000
Ordinary - - - - 558,000
Extraordinary - - - 547,000
Total vote for the Navy for the prefent
year, independent of any provifion
made for the payment of the debt in- ,
“eurred laft year - . e, 62 5,000
ARMY. :

He faid he did not know whether it would be neceffary to go

through the feveral items which, had already been a fubject of dif-

¢uffion in the Committee of Supply. :
The total vote of the Eftablifhment of the

Britifh army amounted to - 4,362,000
For Foreign Troops - 1,169,000
Extraordinaries - - 809,000
"Total amount of the vote for the Army = ————6,340,000
, ORDNANCE, :
Ordinary - - - 324,000
" Extraordinary - - 377,000
Laft year unprovided for .= - = 644,000

: ; — 1,345,009
The three fervices added together will fland thus:

......
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Total of the Navy 5,52¢,000
Army 6,340,000
Ordnance 1,345,000

. e———13,210,000
"o this were to be added the Mifeellancous Services.

- He did not know whether it was neceflary to trouble the Com-
mittee with a rccapitulation of the leading charges under the head
of Mifcellaneous Services. He was rather difpofed to think that
it would only be wafling their time. 'Ihe whole of thefe amounted
to 206,000l

There remained the other ufual charges, known under the heads
of dcficiency of grants and the deficiency of land and malt.
The deficiency of grants had been confiderable larger this year
than founeﬂy It amounted to 4474,000l. and the deﬁcwncy of
tand and malt amounted to 320,000l. To this there was a fum
to be added, which had been voted for the two laft years, and
which he propofed flill to continue to vote, viz. the fum of
200,000l to the Commiffioners for difcharging the national debt.
That fum had been added to the annual million for the extinftion
of the national debt ; and although when: firlt voted it was not per-
manent, yet it was allowed on a principle permanent in itfelf, and
- therefore he felt it his duty not to make any variation, even undez
the circumftances of the prefiure of this war.

The only remaining article of fupply was that of exchequer bllls,
on which gentlemen Wovld recollect, that he had not ufually taken
notice of. them under the head of fupply and of ways and means.
It was more fimple to keep them out-on both fides. On the pre-
fent occafion, he thoughtit his duty to flate the exchequer bllls,
which were to the amount of 3, 500,0001 becaufe it was his in-
tention, in addition to the liberal provifion that had been made, on
this large and cxtended feale,” to purfue the fame meafure which was
adopted laft ycar. - He had then' provided for 1,500,0001. and
this year he wifhed to provide for 2,000,000l. in exchequer bills ;
and therefore he would make provifion for 5,500,000l m;cxche-
quer bills, though he meant only on the other fide of the account
to place exchequer bills to the amount of 3,500,000l and by
that means-allowing two millions for the unforefeen contingencics

of the prefent year. . T hefc, he faid, were all.the articles of fupply
Total of the Navy, Army and Ordmnce 413,210,000

Mifcellaneous Services e , ‘ 206,000
Deﬁcxemy of Grants =~ o 474,000
Defaeucy of Land and Malt _ 350,000 .
"T'o the Commiffioners of the Nat;onal Debt o 200,000
Exct 1equcx Bllls ' §,500,c00
£+19,940,000_

. the growing produce of the cofolidated” fund.

ﬁ- b { 7940

In this large fum the Committee would obferve, that exchequcrA

bills to the amount of 5,500,000l were included, and which, as
obferved before, had been ufually omitted on both fides, viz. in
the fupply and alfo in the ways and means; and if thefe 5,500, oool
were fubtradted from the total of the fupply, there Would only
remain 16,4.40,000l.

* He next proceeded to ftate the artlcles of the ways and means.
He ftated the land and malt, as ufual, at 2,7§0,000l.  The
exchequer bills, as. he had already ftated, would amount to.
3,500,000L. after allowing two millions for unforefecn expences.
Another article was the growing produce of the confolidated fund.
After the intereft of the natloml debt, &c. was fubtraCted from
the total permanent taxes of the year, the remainder was called
‘He faid, the per-
manent taxes of the year ending on the sth of January, 1794,
amounted to 1 2,941,000l and when this was compared with the

amount of the permanent taxes of former years, it afforded matter _

of great fatisfattion. Thefe taxes laft year were fomewhat lefs
than they were in the year 1792, but greater than they were in
1791, which was a year of fo great profperity, that they began to-
cafe the fubjelts of this country of fome of their burthens; and
alfo,” for the firft time, added the fum of 200,0001 to the annual
million, for the redudion of the national debt. There were two
grounds, on which they might calculate the amount of the reve-

nue of the prefent year. To expe& perfe&t accuracy on this fubjeét

was impoflible. They mmht cither calculate the amount of the
revenue of the prefent year from the amount of it laft year, or by
taking the average of the laft four years. - It very fingularly hap-.
pened that the dlﬁ'crencc between the average revenue of the four
Iaft years, and of the revenuec of laft year, did not amount to
20,000l He faid, he thould ftate bye and bye his reafons for

fuppofing, that the revenue of the year 1 793 would not be an ex-"

pggerated account of the revenue of the year 1794. :
Mr. Pitt, after ‘making all the neceffary dedu@uons from
the permancnt taxes of the prefent year, calculated on the
ground that they would be equal to what they were laft year, made
the growmg produce_of the confolidated fund from the 5th of
: oool.

viz. 500,000l.  When all thefe articles of ways and means were

added together, and compared with the total of the. fupply, they

were lefsby 11 millions fterling ; and eonfequently, 11 millions
was the fum to be raifed by a loan for the prefent year, Perhapsg
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hc faid, it mlght not be unfatisfattory, fhortly to enter into a com-
parifon of edch fide of the account, with the eftimate of the year
1791, on the ground of the peace cftablithment. The charges
of the navy for the prefent year exceeded thofe of 1791 by
3552 5,0001 The total grants for the army this year including
extraordinaries, &c. and provifions for foreign troops, exceeded
the peace cftablithment of the year 1791 by 4,592, oool.
There were 200,000l. iffued to the Commiffioners for the reduc-
tion of the national debt ; and the mifcellaneous fervices, the defi-
ciency of grants and ‘of land and malt this year, when compared

with the correfponding articles of the year 1791, excced them by

469,000l.  Thefe articles together amounted to 9,83 4,000l
to which was to be added two millions, the extraordinary provi- .
fion made for the iffue of exchequer bills, making the increafe to
as the excefs to be voted in the prefent year be-
yond what would be neceffary to be voted according to the eftimate
of a peace eftablithment. The loan to be propofed was cleven mil-
lions, and therefore in ‘this year of war he had upwards of
8o0,000l. for the fervice of the prefent year, beyond what it had
been fuppofcd the revenue would amount to in time of peace, and
beyond what it had been eftimated at in the period of our greateft
profperity.  He faid he was not aware that it was necpfﬁry" for
him to trouble the Commntce at greater length on this part of the
ubject.

He fhould now proceed to confider the increafe of.the navy debt.
This debt amounted to no_lefs a ‘fum than 2,200,000l. - It had
.been but too common for this debt t - d/of
the war, ‘ al 0 the
whole of it. He thould propofc tases, as if the Whole of that
debt were to Le immediately funded. He did not propofe to fund
it all, ‘but on looking at the whole of this fubje&t, which was a
very important qucfhm of naval expenditure, and after having
confideréd the fyftem that had taken place with regard to navy
bills, he fhould have the honour on a. future day of propofing a
plan on that fubje&t, without funding the whole of the navy debt
in the prefent year, and to prevent the difcounting of navy bills.
He thought it defirable to fund all navy bills down to a late periods
buit not more of them than were fufficient to enable him to make
“fuch payments from time to »txme»as might be neceflary to carry
his fyftem into execution in future, to wit, by -adhering to the
{uccefﬁon and order in the payment of all navy bills, and to fixa

eriod; beyond which no navy bill fhould be outftanding. = He
'propofcd thercrore, thwt all ndvy bills ﬂlould be payable within

in fome degrec fince the commencement_of the prefent war, and to-

it proper to ftate the principle to which he had invariably adhered

. af'the fame time taking care to afeertain that they were perfons of fuf-

“this, five very refpe@cable fets of opulent gentlemen of the city of

A. 1794, DEBATE&

307 |
fiftcen months after 1ﬁ'mncr and inftead of not bearing interett till {
after the firft fix months, it was his intention that they fhould bear , -
intereft at 4 per cent. from the day they were iffued.  After a great %
deal of communication with thofe who were well acquainted with,
this fubjeét; he had come to this refolution, which he hoped would [

put an cnd to_the ruinous fyftem of difcount which had taken place {

a largc extent in the courfe of former wars. It was his’ mtcnt;l,on to
fund Navy bills down to.the month of March 7 792.. . lhey weré
omewhat more than 1,900,000l.," though he did not pretend to
ftate the fum corre&ly. Thefc were ar tldes neceffary to be provided %
for ;- and befides this, he had taken into his confideration, that even =
in the prefent year, 1794, there mlght be fome increafe in the
i 27

iNavz debt, But fome parts of the expences of laft year would not?éé/’/.
occur this year ; thc bounty-money, and the o*her expences attend-§ .
ing the firft equipment, .would not recur.

Mt. Chancellor Pitt next proceeded to flate the terms of this
loan of eleven millions for the fervice of the prefent year. He thought

ever fince he had been in his prefent fituation, that of encouraging an
‘open and public competition among all perfons who were defirous of
.entering into an agreement, and without his having any thing to do °
with the diftribution of the loan, or the manner in wlnch it was to be
éﬂotted who were to be the perfons, or with any othér confideration ;
ﬁcxcnt refponfibility. He had the fatisfaction to ftate, that in doing
London were defirous of entering into that competition ; and the
effet was fuch as might have been expeéted from liberal and opulent
men. “The terms were fuch, all circumftances confidered, as he had
the fatisfaction of flating, -were extremecly favourable to the public,
and a part of that fatisfaCtion arofe from a conviétion that it would be
fufficiently fafe and advantageous to the parties. The mode which
he thought moft advifcable ‘was, to have 100]. capital in-the three
per cents, to have 25l capital in the four | per cents. and the long
annuities during their continuance. The price of frocks was taken
as it ftood on Saturday laft ; the price of the three/per cents. was &7
1-half ; of four per cents. 84 and a very fmall fraction ; and the
long annuitics 20 1-8th years. The long annuities were at 1 1s.
3d. according to the price of ftock. ~ They were fuppofed to be worth
11l. 8s. 4d. and the 251, capital of the four per cents. was equal ta
21l fetling. . The contrattors were to pay by certain inftalrents,
and were to havc the benefit of difcount to the amount of 21 gs. 6d
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pet cent. but if they paid the whole fum down, they were to have 3L
per cent. difcount, that is for gol. for eleven months, the intereft
was about 4 1-half per cent. He thought the premium of 21. gs. 6d.

per ceiit. a very confiderable one, and yet it was the {malleft premium.

that had ever been given in the cafe of any loan that was to be found
in the hiftory of this country. ‘
It only remained, for him to flate the funds by which the annual

~ charges for this loan thight be defrayed.” The whole annual intereft

of the loan of eleven mllhons, including the payment of 1 per cent.
alfo of the capital, in confequence of a "bill that had been pafled fox

- that purpofe, amounted to the fum of 898,000l. That was the a-

mount of the annual charges to be provided for. In addition to that
fmall {fum he W1fhcd to add the-amount of two {mall taxes which he

‘meant to repeal, as they had been extremely unprodu@twe, and vex--

atious and harrafling to thofe who paid them. He meant the glove
tax and the tax on births and burials. Thefe two together amounted

‘to 10,600l and thereforc that added to- the former fum made .
- 908,600l. which was the whole fum to be provided for ; and he had
no difficulty in acknowledging, that he fhould fecl that a very melan-.

choly confideration, if there were not many circumftances of confola-

tion. Hehad the fatisfattion of ftating, that he had calculated every:

expence on the largeft and moft liberal fcale, and had ftudioufly and

ferupuloufly brought forward every charge that could be forefeen.:

And further, although the impofition of new taxes could not be
otherwife than matter of regret, yet he had fuch means of providing
for the fupply, that, as it was exprefled in His Majefty’s moft gra-
cious fpeech from the throne, they would be able to provide for the
exigency of the times, by taxes-which would not be very feverely felt
by the country. -

In the firft place towards this fum, there was a fum of 400,000l.

- from which they.would have been happy to have given their conftitu-

ents relicf, if the circumftances of the country had permitted it. He
did not flate that it was lefs a burthen becaufe not occafioned by
the prefent war.  But it was a burthen, the effets of which they

- had experienced, - and which they knew could be fuftained, without

producing any material grievance. He had applied to the loan of

 laft year, taxes to the amount of 38 5,000l. and it was with peculiar

{atisfaGtion that he recolleéted the produ&wenefs of thefe taxes, which
was a ftrong confirmation of what he had ftated, that they had not

prefled feverely on the fubje@. He faid he fhould fate the whole of"
them. They confifted of duties on Britith fpirits, which produced

the firft year 110,000l and the laft year 103,000l.; of duties.on
foreign fpirits, which produzed the firft year 1 38,000l and the othert
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134.000l; of bills and receips, which produced the firft year
67,000l and the other 31,0001 of duties of 10 per cent. on afw-
feffed taxes, which in the one year produced 9o,00qal. and in the
other 88,000l.; of duties on fugar, which on an. -average he ftated
to be 238,000l Al thefe duties added together made 63 5,000l
Gentlemen would recolleét there was another tax which yielded con-
fiderably above 100,000l. which, together with the former, madea
fum of near 800,000l. The laft was the duty on malt, which had
been repealed, and which he certainly did not mean to revive. "There
was likewife the tax impofed on {pirits in Scotland, in licu of the coad
duty, and which he expected would produce more than the coal tax
by 43,000l though he had not had an opportunity of afcertaining this
with much correGtnefs, The whole of thefc amounted " to abouﬁ
428,000. :

It only remained for him, he faid, to ftate the other amcles, o
which he meant to propofe additional taxes, in order to make out
the fum that was wanted. He thought himfelf juftifiable in pro~
pofing an additional duty on home- made, as well as on foreign fpi-
rits. "This had been the fubject of a great deal of difcuffion in that
Houfe. When {muggling was carried on to great extent, it-was-
thought proper to diminifh. thefe duties, in ordcr to take away the
temptation to fmuggling, and the effe@® had fucceeded. But after
fmuggling was broken down, the circumftances of the country were

. {o changed, that it was thought thefe duties might be increafed.

again, and that experiment was al{p fuccefsful. A fair increafe of
thofe duties fuch as he was about to propofe, would ftill leave it -
within the limits to which it had formerly been carried. tq The great

* circumftance that led to frauds and encouraged {muggling, was the

facility of getting French Brandy from the vicinity of the coaft.
But he obferved, that even fmugglers had not been exempted from
the univerfal proferiptions of the National Conv ention, by making
Imuggling abfolutely impoffible,” and by annihilating it. Whilc,, :
therefore, the war continued there was no danger of any clandeftine
importation of French Brandy. - The ﬁnuo'glmo of rum was ex-.
tremely different, both from the nature of the ﬂupo in which 1t‘

-was imported, and alfo from the length of the voyage. The con- g 5

fequence was,”that under the prefent cucun;ﬁmccs, the reafons that |

appeared againft raifing the duties did not exift, and high duties on. i ’

thefe articles inftead of being a detriment was a. advantage ' When
peace came, perhaps the 1everfc might be the cafe, and it might be-! {
come doubtful whether the high duties thould be continued.. / Ifthat !/
was the cafe, they could afford in time of peace to diminifh thofe:

dutics, and to bring them down to the proper level.  Heg thercfore,
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'p\ropofcd an additional duty of one penny per galloﬁ on Britifh {pi-

vits ;- and on foreign {pirits, " ten-pence on every gallon of brandy,

and :eight- pence on cvery gallon of rim. The amount of the tax’

on the: ﬁm of thefe articles, -he computed at 107,000l and the
amount on the two laft at 136,000l.

"The next articles on which he meant to impofc an additional duty,
were bricks and tiles. . At prefent there was a duty of 2s. 6d. on
every 1000, tothat he meahit to add 1s. 6d. more on every 1000,
And this he calculated at 70,0001, He withed that other articles
might accompany -thofe: that fell under the fame confideration ; he
meant the articles of flates and ftones, which were ufed for the fame
purpofe as tiles and bricks. It was impoffible to have the fame
means of - qfacxt'unmcr them ; and he withed to bring the tax on
them as nearly as poﬁlble to the proportion of the tax on bricks and
tiles. He propofed to confine. the tax to thofe flates and ftones that

were carried coaftways. The fum which this tax would product -
- he did not expect would be more than 30,000l '
The next article on which he propofed an additional tax, was »

glafs 7 he-did not mean to apply it to window glafs, but only to what

was called crown and. plate glafs. -+ “T'his he galculated at 52,000l

"The next article on which he ‘means to ificreafe the tax was pa—

per. - The duties on paper at prefent were paid on a great varicty of -

claffes of it. It was the univerfal opinion of the officers of the re-
venue, that the great variety of claffes into which paper. was divided,
Ied to confuﬁon, and produced a great degree of fraud ; and though
that variety was produced from a defire that' each fort mlght ‘only
pay dcertain tax; according to "the particular {pecies of it, yet it did
not at all anfwer that purpofe, and fometimes paper, that was only
intended to pay the loweft duty, paid the higheft, and wice verfa.
He therefore propofed,” that paper infuture fhould only . be, dmed
into three claffes ; fome of thefe claffes he intended fhould paysagar

double the prefent duty, and others two~thu ds of it. This tax he

eftimated at 63,000l :

There remained only one other article.
an additional tax on attornics. This, he ﬁud did not come from
himfelf, but had been fuggefted by the highett and inoft refpeCtable
authority in this country. He belicved the budget would be more

palatable than it was if that had been the only artu,le in it. He'

propofed that a tax of 100l. fhould be impofed on every indenture

of clerks to attornies; and that thofe who were now clerks 'fhould'

pay rool, when they were admitted.
produce 275,000l
911,000l

“This tax was fuppofed to
All thofe artxclcs put tor*cther anounted to

- It was propofed to lay

i

m——

A. 1794. DEBATES. R1F
He here recapitulated his general ftatements as follows.”
SUPPLY. -
£
quy s £,§25,000
Army, including foreign Troops b—a . 6,340,000
. Ordnance — 1,345,000
Mifcellaneous fervices —_— —_— 206,000
Addition to Sinking Fund — 200,000
Deficiency of Grants e — 474,000
Ditto Land and Malt : 30,000
Exchequer Bills . — ——— 5,500,000
: T 19,940,000
i " WAYS and MEANS. .
A e
Land and Malt 2,7 505000
Growing Produce — — - 2,607,000
" Loan e e 11,000,000
Exchequer Bills — — 3,500,000
‘ ‘ S 19,947,000
NEW TAXES. B
Su\plus of Taxes, 1791, unapplopmted, and of ’
Scotch Spirits, 1793, 428,000 -
Bricks and Tiles e 70,800 —
Britifh Spirits o _— - 107,000 7
Foreign Ditto . e 130,000 ™
Slate'and Stone e — 30,000 ~
Glafs —_— —s §2,600 —
Paper ! —tm —_— 63,000
Attornies Indentures — — 25,000 - -
—_ . QI1,000
Intereft on 11,000,000, borrowed, anda propor tion-
- alincreafe to the Sinking Fund - 650,000

Ditto to be provided, and a proportional increafe to -

_ the Smkmv Fund for 4,200,000l. for Navy Debt

~ and future Navy Payments

" Debt, foi the purpole of avmdm;r lecount onh o

Nayy Bills =~ —— — 248,781

Tax on Burials and Glove Tax to be repealed 10,600
o . ~~ 908,781

' «i.\Tow, faid the Chancellor of the Exche;uer, that T have ftated the

whole of our fituation, and propofed the means which appeared to

~ me moft proper to be adopted, I truft you fecl fome picafure from the

profpeét that the refources now fuggefted are fatisfactory, and likely
to be effe@ual. Whatever feclings of regret may arife from the
view of our fituation, there are ftill fome circumftances of confola-
tion which claim your attention. You are to confider that in the
prefcnt fatement a large provifion has been made for the extraordi-

| narles, and for the unfunded debt, without interfering in the {malleft

I
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degree with that other provifion which has becn made for defraying
the national debt.  As far as relates to our adherence to that fyftem,
we have thown that we were not to be influenced by the preflure of
immediate difficulty.  'We have not yielded to the emergence of the
moment, but have proved, by our condu, our fteady determination
to perfevere in following up a fyftem fo effentially conne&ted with
the fupport of our credit in"peace, and forming fo firm a'ground of
xeliance in war. 'We have provided for the unfunded navy debt by
taxes in the fame manner as if it had been funded, and thus have
taken meafures to prevent that debt from entailing any future bur-
den on the country.  If we confider the general ftate of the nation
and of commercial profperity, we ﬂ1a11 likewife find ground of
much fatisfation. What better proofs can we have than the ¢on-
fidence which at prefent animates monicd men, and the favourable
terms to the country upon which we have been able to procure the
foan. - "The taxes now to be impofed are not new ; they are fuch as

, aIready have been proved to be produ&ive, and to the refult of which

‘we may therefore look with a degree of confidence. The addition
made to them, in order to anfwer the emergencies of the time, can-
ot prove very burdenfome to the- {ubje&t.  Thus they’ neither par-

take of the uncertainty or- oppreﬁlon which might be found to attend

freth taxes. With refpe&t to all the ftatements I have made, I

; bave taken up every thing in the worft point of view, I have cal-
 eulated even upon the moft- unfavourable iffue, and there is every

reafon to truft, - that the event will difcover the fuppofitions upon
which I have proceeded, if they have been erroneous, at leaft not
to have been exaggerated.  Though I have been careful not to flat-
ter your expelations on the prefent occafion, there are fome hopes
which we may be allowed to indulge in looking forward to the fu-
ture, whén we confider that the commencement of a war is always
aftended with extraordinary expence, and that its inconvenience is
then more extenfively and feverely felt. - If our commerce has fuf-
tained a temporary check, the pofleffions which we and our allies
have obtained, have opened a new ficld for exertions, and it might
be expetted to revive with frefh fpirit, excepting from the circum-.
flance of the impoverifhed flate of the nations of Europe. = But
what reafon have we to congratulate ourfelves, when we refle&t on
the fituation in which'we were laft year placed, on the fpirit of ¢ ge-
neral alarm which “prevailed, and the confequent ftagnation of cre-
dit, when all the ties of confidence were diffolved, and all the ope-
rations of commerce fufpended ! "That unfortunate fituation was now
happlly at an end, confidence was reftored, and commerce had
agam affumed its vigous, -
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When we look at the fituation of the revenue, how much moie
favourable does it appear than we might tcafombly have cxpected.
Huw little has it fulfered from the ﬂagjnauon of commerce, which
threatencd fuch dreadful confnquences ! how frnall has been the de-
falcation-even from the mwmc of the moft profperous year after a
ferics of profound peace, and when trade was aah'mv&kdoed at its
greateft height | Tt remains then only to compare the prodube of the
permanent taxes. of laft year ‘with fomc preceding years.  "T'he per-
manent taxes of laft year “mountcd to 13,953,000}, independent
of the temporary taxes, or any other cwnﬁouauon. That was' lefs
than the amount of the permanent taxes of 1792, which fo rauch
cxcccdcd the revenae of every precedmc ycar The perm’ment
taxes of laft ven were lefs than thofe of 1 792 only- By 369;OOOI
But if we added to the taxes of laft year the 5005000l which was
paid by the Eaft-India Company, that would more than make up
for the dmumcy The produce of 1793 exceeded the'average of
the laft ‘four years by the funi of 137,000l., notwithftarnding the
great ftagnation of trade _that took place. -The pxoduce of laft year
exceeded that of 1791, by the fum of 500;000l. in the pcrmanent
taxes. Upon this excefs F have not calculated ; I leave it {6 be dif+
pofed of as events may after wards require 3 1 leave it as an additional
ground of fecurity to the country, whatever may be the fate of the
prefetit conteft.

applicable to the reduction of the national (debt, we fhuft walt till
the retuin of peace, the bleﬁims of whlch we have already experi-
cnced, arid which no fault ¢n our part has ténded to interrupt. ."The
vsar, however thus unprovoked; - we are now bound tomeet as long
as it i continued. If in the firft m‘“tance we did not feek it, 'in
the prefésit we have ng. loncer i Giir option to dedlirie it. In thé
cncumﬁamcs in which we are placed, we muft recognize a dlfpen~
fation of Providence, by which we are called to pﬁrform the moft
important duty that ever fell to the lot of any individual or ‘nation.
He concluded with moving; "Fhat

The fum of '11,600,0001. be. raifed by amnuities, viz.
100l. fubferibers to be entitled to 100l. 3 per cents. from the Slh of j.m
nuary, 1794.

Alfp 251 4 per cent. annuigies from the roth of O&ober lai’c and to 2

annuity ot 115, 5d. for 66 years.
To be paid by wfmlmﬁnts.

2,697,0001. out of the confolidated fund, which fhat Vard c:.fx"ér'n‘t_.‘.ic sty
of April, 1794, tothe sth of Apul, 17()5 Lo

That there be granted to Hig Majeﬁv viz,
VOLs XXXVII S ' >

‘Such’are our hopes in times of war, and with this
Aurplus, which, ckcept for cur prefent fituation, would Have bccn

raAscl
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10l. per gatlon on fingle brandy imposted. '
20d, ———— on brandy above proof imported.
8d, —————on rum from the Britifh colonics.,
— on ditto above proof..
8d, —ire— on warchoufed ruui.
16d, e on over-proof ditto.
10d. on fingle fpirits imported.
20d, —— — on ovetr-proof ditto.
"T'o be paid by the importers. ‘
1d. per gallon for wath for extrating fpirits for home confumption.
1d. per gallon for cyder and perry, or any other wath for ditro.
2d. —— . for wath made from refufed wine, or foreizgn cyder.
2s. 8d. for cvery g6 gallons of wafh made by Bithops of Maiditonc,
'T'o be puid by the makers or diflillers. :
s1d. per gallon for {pirits made in Scotland and imported.
Alfo an additional duty in proportion for over proof.

Vo be paid by the importers.

zod. per 1000 on bricks.

18d, ditto on. plaintiles.. ‘
45. 6d. per 1000 on plain tiles, not exceeding. 10 inches fquare.
25. 2d. ditto addition exceeding 10 inches fquare. '
15. ‘10d. per 10co for tiles other than the above.

To be paid by the makers. - N :

-And a drawback to be allowed on exportation.

11. 35. 4d..per cwt. upon books imported.

15. 6d. for every 1coo bricks imported.

1s. 10d. for every 1000 plain tiles imported,

4s. 10ds'per 1000 for pan or ridge tiles imported.

r1d, per 1000 for paving tiles, not above 10 inches fquare.
18, 104, per 1000 for ditto above 10 inches.

© 15, 16ds per 1oco for all other tiles imported.,

105:_per ton upon flates carried coaftwife.

2s, 6d. ditto upon ftones, gurnet, and marble, :

'That the duties of excife on paper; “pafteboard, mill-boards, frale-boards,
and glazed paper, do ceafe, and that there be charged in lieu thereof,

No. I 2%d. per 1b. Excife duty upon paper for writing, drawing, and

~ printing. : - o

No. I1. 1d. per 1b. upon coloured and whited brown, except elephant
and cartridge, , ‘ :

No. I11. ofd. per Ib. for wrapping paper. :

No. IV, 24d, per 1b. upon all other papers, except fheathing and butten
paper. : : . »
No. V. 10s.6d. per cwt. upon pafteboard, millboard, {caleboard, and

glazed papers. ' .
A drawback to be allowed on exportation.
"That the duties of cuftoms of the above do ceafe, and there be taken in
licu thereof, : : : a

10d, per 1b. on No. I. imported.
2d. per Ib. on No. II. imported.
6d. per lb. on paper hangings imported.’

" 10d. per lb. onall other papers imported.

28, per ewt, upon paftebeards, &c. imported.
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108, 83d, on flint glafs imported.
8s. 02d. on materials ufed in making window glafs..

A drawback of 82d. on every foot of plate glafs Imported.
148, 6d. per cwt. on flint glafs exported.

. gs. t1d. per ditto on crown ditto exported.

83d. per foot on Freach plate ditto exported.

14s. on French plate ditto imported. _

gs. 11d. on French window ditto imported,

14s. per cwt. on other glafs impo:ted. ,

105, 82d. per cwt. on plates of glals not lefs than 148¢ fquare inches,
made in Great Britain. :

A ftamp duty of rool. upon contralls of perfons ferving as clerks to Attor-
nies. ‘

105l admittance for every Attorney. ~

sol. for contra@ls of clerks to Attornies in Courts of Confcience.

sol. for admittance of Attornies in the Welfh Courtts. :

That the additional duties upon foreign fpirits imported, granted and

“continued by acts of 31 Geo. I11. be made perpetual. ‘ :

Alfo upon fugar, by act 31 Geo. I11. be made perpetual. - :

Alfo a drawback on fugar, allowed by the faid a&, ro be made perpetual.

That the faid duties be carried to the Confolidated Fund.

Mr. FOX faid, he rofc to fay, that as far as he was able to judgé

of the fituation in which we {tood at prefent, he was wiiling to admit

thap the loan was a prudent onc ; when he faw ground for approba-
tion, hc was always ready to give that approbation.  With refpe&,
therefore, to the loan, he begged to be underftood, that he fub-
{eribed to it implicitly, becaufe it appeared to him to be as advan-
tageous as it could be ; and he conceived it to be fo, not enly to
the Public, but fair alfo to the individuals concerned in it : he con-
fidered it to be as fair a bargain between the tivo contracting ‘par-
ties, as ought to be expected by either.  He was glad 2lfo_that the
Minifter at laft adopted what he had often been advifed to adopt,
namely, a plan for keeping down, as much as pofiible, the difcount

-on Navy bills; this was an inconvenience to the Public, which he

had in a great degree felt, and had often laboured to convince the
right honourable gentleman of it, and he was glad he was at hﬁ:
brought to concur in that opinion. It would have been better if the
wholc of the Navy debt had been funded long fince, ‘and therefore
the plan of the Minifter, for keeping down the difcount upon Navy
bills, which had long been fo enormous, as far as it went, had his
concurrence. 1 here was, howcvcr, a point ultimately connected
with the fubject now before the Committee, to which he could not
help alluding. It was a part of His Majefty’s fpeech, on the open-
ing of the feffion.  He lamented that fuch a part of the {pcech was
adopted. - Hc alluded to that part in which His Majefly tells his
people, that the burden of taxes to "be impofed upon them would
not be feverely felt,  How was it becoming in His Majefty, to tell
Ss 2
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the people of this country that the burdens impofed on them would
not be fcvet’ely felt ¥ “Why wcre the people to be told, ‘thata bur:
den of nedr one million fterling per annum, in addition to the heavy
load which they bear alrc’ldy would hot be {chrely felt v—-Why
not leave the people to judge for themfelves¥ It was a point on
which the people would form as juft an opinion,” as cither His M-
jefty or any of his Minifters. ~ Some of the taxes ahcady impofed,
werc prctty feverely- felt, and poﬁlbly mmht fiill be more {o, and
that tco in confequc'\ce of the taxes that werc to lc added now. - He
knew that in the difeuffion of the fubject of taxes, it was ‘generally
-admitted, that when they were impofed on the lower-clafs of focicty,
they would in fome meafure fall ‘Gpon thefe who'émployed them : on
the other hand, taxes impofcd on artieles’ of life generally bomht by
the 1ich, might fall in a great-meafitre upon the poor, It was
maintained often as a prmuolc, ‘that taxes oni‘luxury are- fajrer im-
poit than any other. Tlm, m h;s opmion, {hou‘d be': undgrﬂood
with certain allowances’; it wis gt quite’ an - cafy thing to defitie
precifely ‘what was always to be ‘called a lugury’y that’ vslnch was
once clearly fo, may beecome from ‘cuftorm and habit “a’ neceflary of
life. The articles of tea and fugar, for inftance; " were within his

~mcaning by~ thefe obfervations ; - for altbeugh in the: fimplicity of
former days we were gencrally contented withi'plain food and frugal
diet; vct tea and fiigar were now in fuch common ufe, thathe feared
they were: neecflaries of life, and ncceffaries too- which were - in
greater ufe with' the lower- clafles of the people, than with thofe
who - had the good - fortiune to be in a high condition ; and therefore
he could not fay that fome of the taxes now to be impofed, for they
refembled thefe, would - niot be feverely fe They might -bé ne-

-ceffary, but that was another queftion. - VVhat'h,é ‘meant to infift
on was, that the people cught to- de allowed tojudge for themfelves
whether taxes were or were not feverely felt, without being dicated

to ¢ither by His Majefly. or°by his Minifters. - Another tax now
propofed, " muft,’ from its nature, .be 4 partial tax ;- he meant the
tax on bricks, which the Minifter feerhed to endcavour to ‘counter=

a¢t by the tax on flates and ftones. - If Mr. Hobait was not fitting
in that chair, he could tell the Committée that this tax was- p'ntmlly
laid on his- conflituents, (the-citizens of Norwich) and in that pait of

the country in which he lived ; he would tell them whether he @id’

not feel the tax-on bricks fall partially, immediately, and almoft al=

together on particular individuals, and not on the mafs of the people,

s a tax ought to-be: This was another reafon why thc people hai

N
.

a rzght 10 fay that taxes were fcvyrcly felt, -
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“With regard to the tax on ftones he thougnt it a fair tax, but all
PaYER] Y —~f
the uruumﬁtmcea ~mfidered, he was '1fr.ud it muft be a perm: anert

Wl + »
tax. "He thowrht it neceffiry o fay “thus much on thefe taxes al-

though he fhorild not oi)yofc them, ltc“x e he might point out the
opcratlon of‘'a fax without ~O1)D()"1’<T} dtor cthey under our wclmt
circumflances.  With 101“pe°t to the tax on paper he L\m{ (.d he did
‘not know enough .of the fubjet to dcliver an opinion on it Wﬂ:l
refpet to the taxon Attorni‘es, notwithftanding the 199‘:&:{8, with
fwhich' it was received, he felt fome doubrs upoi it, unicis 1t was
meant in { dccrrcp as a ;eg alation, and fome doubits o as tothe
effect of thsx regulation. A tax was already impofed upon theni,
oth fof a licenfer “and: p’ut of their pm@uw under the 1dca that the
cuﬁomm might pay it This might be very true, but 1\211\?1)0 the
tax for that reaford rno"\t Be partial, and’ mvrht £all on theft whom
the Houle did no*“ mtmd to purden. The (“(,mmlttec would reedl-
le&; that {fomc’ xcns ago a tax was 1mpo(ce, called the fhop fag.
I1e had alwayvs been'of opinion that that vras a partml and r‘pp“cﬁx*‘c
tax, but the Minifter and a majority of the Houfe were of opinion
it was ot fo, - for although they could x;(ﬁ tell hoiv, they infitted that

thc burden would fall on the Luﬁomcr he however at 1&f eénvin- |

ved that Houfe that the tax was partial. © But if any part.of their ar-
gummt was n ght upon that 1ubJ<:'°( Vs by thould thev not think that
it ;mphed to thc prefent eafe, ahd then the tax would fall on thofe who

were alieady heavily taxed, mmc"' the clients of the Attorney, . for

if a fhdp-keeper could impofe upoq tis cuftomceis, he faw nothing fo
partmuhrly blunt and ftupid in the chara&er of an. Attorney as t@
malke him think that he eould not charge the man who had the mif-
forfunie to be his cuftomer as well as a fhop-keeper ; he feared this
would open a ficld for impeficion. T'he right honourable gmtlem?ﬂ
had made fome obferyations w ith refpeét to the Committee of Finance
in 1791: ~He thought it neceflary to obferve, that that Committee
had made a report that was very fair and juft with refpect’ to the se-
venue, but he did not agrec with shem in their efimate of the ex-
penditure.’ ‘Tndeed that was a point which it was diificult to bring
to 4 fair determination, becaufe there had been no yéar in the cuurfp
of their computation in which we could be {aid to, be at a peace ex-
penduurc “and he could not help thinking that whenever this unfor-
- tunate war fhould be at an end, that a different eftimation muft be
made with regard to our permarnient peace expenditure. "The right
honourable gentleman had ftated fome reafons “h) he had grounds to
hOpL that the revenue would be more pxodu Aive in future, th n it had

been. ‘That it had been more produciive than was expedted at, thc_

comwenccmmt of the war was a urcumf‘tanc\, he rejoiced at 5 but it

oo
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was his opiniorn that when thie right honourable gentlemanr came to
the balance, after the Iofs we mult feel from the diminution of cuftom
for our manufactures in ('onfcquence of the prefent war, and the Jow
flate of commercial eredit ; he would feel a great deficiency in the
reverue, or he was muaeh deceived.  He wifthed to obtain all the
trformationr poflible ons this particular ; in the county of Lancaller,

a county of confiderable manufa&ure, from the number of hands now

ﬁﬁemployéd, aid - from thofe who had been taken for the fervice of
‘the war, there was reafon to believe that commerce was in a languid
ftate.  If he was decetved in that opinion he thould be happy io be
gonvinced of it, but ke was afraid his information was true, and if
fo, cur commerce muft be in a deciining flate.  He agreed with the
sight hanourable gentleman as to the growing produce of our finking
fund, but he faw no great reafon to think that our manufaQtories were
flourithing, or to think that our reverue would not diminifh. He
approved, as he had already faid, of the lIoar, and of the me for
the keeping down of the intereft on navy bills ; he thought them wife

and prudent meafures, and whenever he could approve (‘f the conduct

of the Minifter he-was happy to fay fo; but he muft again repeat it,
. he did not like to hear language, diftating to the people hew: they
‘were to feel the: burdens impofed on thein ; he hoped they would
paticntly bear whatever was neceflary for the public exigency. - As
to what the right honotrable gentlemanhad ftated with regard to the
farplus of the revenud; that he did mot mean to mortgage: it for the
continuance of the war, for that he had prowded for the {fuppost of
the war, even if that furplus thould continue as he hoped, and that
it {hould be employed -towards the payment of our debt; - there was

nothing remarkable or extracrdinary in that; he believed that no fuch -

mortgage had been made i the progrefs of any war, nor could it be
expefted to be the cafe'in this; it was a thing in its nature not to be

done.. - With regard tv public credit, he confeffed he did not fee it -

in fo fanguine a point of vicw as the right honourable gentleman. - -
“Fhe publzc credit was high at the bLgmnmw of the Amcman war,
nd that credit afterwards became low indeed, but he found we had
no- reafon ts be proud .of the comparifon, between that war and the

prefent in-that refpec, if the public funds were in any degree evidence

upon the queftion of public credit.  In the prefent war, within a
period of twenty months, the three per cents had funk thirty per cent.
"Fhirty per cent. in that time was a tremendous fall indeed, and did
not prove that the prefent war did not affeét our credit.-
ginning of the American warin 1774, the three per cents were at
84, at the conclufion of 17873, the three per cents were about §4.

Inthe American war, after feven years continuance of it, the three per-

Atthe be~:
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cents funk 3§ per cent.  In this war, after the continuation of it
for only twenty months, the three per cents funk 30 per cent. He
could not therefore conceive that the calamities of the prefent period
affc@ed us lefs in point of ued:t, than the calamities of the American
war. It might be faid and truly, that much of this was owing to
our enorrnous debr, that no doubt was a great evil, amd it was -our
duty to refleét upon it very 1wxouﬂy He thought it his duty to make
thefe few obfervations, and to fay again that he thoumt it a little hard
on the people of England, who bcar heavy burdcus pretty patiently,
o tell them from the throme how they are to bear them. He con-
cluded with faying, that he had no oppofition to make to the queltion
now before the Committee. : R

The refolutions were then all paffed, and the Houle being xe-
fumed, the report was ordered to be received to-morrow.

Agreed to go into a Committee of Supply on Friday.

~ The Houle adjourned.
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