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Tt gives His. Majef‘ty gxeat concern that it has uot been

<¢ found poﬂible to - confine ‘the -neceffary expedces of his

.4 civil government Wwithin the arinual fum of eight hundred

~¢¢_and fifty thoufand pounds now applicable thereto, A" far- ,
4 ther. debt has'been neceffarily incurred, an accompt of :

«¢¢ which: he has ordered to be laid before the Houfey -

-+ % His Majefty relies on the zeal and- afFeé‘clon of hls faith- -

% fu] Commons, that they will take. the fame into their early

£ ‘conﬁderat{on, and make fuch provifion as the c1rcumﬁances’

- é.‘umay appear to them to reqmre. " PR ’

s A “GR”

. Nr. Chmcellor tht obferved that he would\ lay upon the'

“table on the morrow fome papers relative- to the arrear al-
luded to in the King’s meffage; intimating at the fame time-

‘that he intended to moye on the enfumw Wednefday fome’

v_‘propoﬁtxons refpeting the fubje& S

© " The Houfe' having refolyed 1tf¢lf mto a Coﬁ]mxttee of the - :
L Whole Houfe, to confider of: fo much ‘of His Majeﬁy s. moft -
~gracious {peech to both Houfes of Parhament, upon the 24th

. day of ]anuary laft, as recomnmends to this Houfe the efta-
“blifhinent of ‘a fixed plan for the redution of .the n.;nonal '

_glebt, and Mr. bllbert havmo takﬁn the chalr, o AT

Mr. Chancellor Pzzt rofe and fald e " Mr. Chan~ -

o cellor Pitt.
CSTR, L ' ) ' L
The o.)je& I have. to refer to t“ns Commlttee is, to conﬁer W
of the means of decreaﬁng the.national 'debt.. To attempt ..,
to 1ecommend this putpofe by anir words ° ‘would furely be .
very fuperﬂugus. The fituation. - of this -country, loaded
~with. an énormots debt, to pay the intereft of which every .
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carries_with it a ftronger recommendation than any argu-
-ments I could poffibly-adduce. N
 That fomething fhould be done to reheve ‘the nation from‘
~ the preflure df fo heavy aload is indeed acknowlec‘.gcd by
~all; and, Ttruft; that i in this Houfe there is only one feelmg w7
~upon the fubJe& T E '
To you do the public turn their. eye, ]uﬂly expe&mg, that-
from the truft you hold you will think it your dutyto make
‘the moft ferious efforts, in order. to. afford them the long~
- withed- for profpe& of bemg relieved from an’endlefs accu-
mulation of taxes, under the burden of which they are read
to fink.”  Upon the deliberation of this day do they place all
thelr hopes of a fall return of. profperlty, and that public for |
: cmlty ‘which will give conﬁdence and vigour to-thofe exer-
: ?ons in trade and comimerce, upon Wthh the ‘flourifhing
- B2 . o :&'\te_.,
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nerve has been Pzretched, ahd every refource nearly drained, e




- this purpofe is not only univerfally allowed, but
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ftate of this’cou'n,ttjy {o mug:'h ’dej)e'nd,s: yet not otin, the

of this day; for, by the eftablifhment of what is'now pro-

- pofed, our rank will be decided among the powers of Furope,

-"To behold this country emerging from a moft unfortunate
war, which added fuch an accumulation to. fums. before im-

- Public and this Houfe, but othér nations look to the bufinefy

‘ menfe, that it was the belief of Murrounding nations, and  of

many among ourfelves, that our powers muft fail-us, and we,

thould not be able to bear up under it: to belold this nation
 inftead of defpairing at its alarming condition, looking boldly '

its fituation in the face; and eftablithing npon 2 fpirited and

permanent plan the means, of ;éliéving itfelf from all its. in- . -
, Cumbrances, muft give fuch an idea of our refources and of'

our {pirit of exertion, which will aftonifh the natiohs around |
‘us, and enable us to regain that pre-eminence to which we are
onmany accotnts fo Jully intitleds S
~The propriety ‘and -the neceflity of adopti

g a'plan for
. : ! , isalfo ad-
mitted that immediate figps ought to be taken tg make provi-
fion for this purpofe. "And | am perfuaded; ‘that whatever

-differences of opinion we may havé in this Houfe: upon "po- .

Q

litical points, no difference of opinion will this day be énter- -

- tained that effe€tual provifion be immediately made to'feduce

-the debt of this nation, . . -

" "The chief fubjéct then before the Foufe is, not. whethér

_ the recommendation in His Majefty’s fpeech- thould be come

‘plied with; nor even is it a matter of difpute what fufp ought
to be allotted for this purpofe’; for it feems agreed, by com:

. mon confent of all, that one million annually ought to be

laid afidé as the means of gradually accomplifhing "this dex .
firable purpofe., | . R e .
*"The great poirits which we have to confider are,
"~ Inthefirft place, what meafures ought to be taken to ac-
“quire amillion for this'purpofe. S et
* Secondly, what is the way of applyingit. - ' AR,

Lmufl here congratulate this nation ‘upon. the arrival of.

~~this wifhed: for day, when :;Il"d’efpo‘pd‘gn.cy';ind'gldqmylfeaﬁ .

may be laid afide, and our profpeds brightened with joy and’
hope. " With how much 'pleafiire am I able. to add, that -
‘this can be carried into effect without laying any heavy.new -
burdens upon the People. This'is beyond the hopes of .al-
moft every man, and is indeed a fubjec of ihe greateft reéjoics

Ing to every friend of this country, .

~""In order to be acquainted with ‘our real fituation, to fee . '

what we have and what.we wat, I mean to fidte to the Com-
_mittee the annual income and. the annual expenditure of the
nation, as the ground upon which we are to proceed with re-

gard to the object before us, * | , EC
‘ : .. ! a P ’\ ’, ‘. ‘ " \ ‘ -
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Av 1786, PEBATES

“Thishas ,aIArea_dy._, been dope by the Sél;ﬁ&?Com‘mi'-tt'ee,.:whq
were appointed for the pirpofe of examining: into. the. fub-
jeck,. and whofe Reports are. now upon your table. . Tt isa

‘matter of much fatisfalion that this mede has been takeén te:

afcertain the fums of the révenue; andithe expence of the na-

tion, Y ou have’not "th_gj word:of an indi vidual, but the report, ".
. of a Committee of . this Houfe, who havé.given an ‘authentic,

an. accurate, and a clear: ftatement of. the whole. This- has "

- been long enough. publithed to "have:put it in the power of _

gvery,gentleman to.examine it with attention, and I hope none

be ftated on paper;, than be trufted to the memory, that it will

© part of the fubje&. R

The Committee have very properly-arranged: thejr.ifquis

: nesunfder two heads; taken from differept periods. The firft

1s, from Michaelmas 1784 to Michaelmas 1785 ; and the fe-

- gond, from, the 5th of January 1785 to the sth.of January
> firft-period. the annual- receipt appears to: be "
15,370, 182135 in the fecond. period, in the year ending: the

‘1786, 1n the
sthiof January 1786, the amount is 1:5;‘39.7,4:7-1 L
u

;. :,v.'f)I‘?hgrfg never was a report upon.any nar |
a fubject as thi, of fo much corifequence to:the nation*: The

. manner in which it has been brought. up fpeaks the praife of
the Committee much higher than I am able. to ‘do- by any -
vords. 1 could ufe.. The clear, the precife, the. accurate -

mode.they have'obferved throughout''the whole; the great

~ attention Which they have paid to the objeét for which they

were, appointed, deferves the higheft encomiums. . The ‘caré .

’ f;i’irithiwhigh'_’chéy;have avoided all fanguine- conclufions. from "

the premifes before them: can never be too_much applauded,
Rigorous in calculating all contingencies'which might atife-to;
baulk: the Hopes of the nation, and tend to- difappoint their

- Bopes of the expeGted furplufles ; moft faithful to their truft,
. moft fcrupulous withi regard, to the truth of their ftatements,

thewing at once-their refpedt for ‘the Houfe, their fenfé of the

- impbértance of the bufinefs into which they had been deputed

N
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‘o examine, they have proceeded to’deliver in 'a Report which,

An point of clearnefs, precifion, juft and fair deduction, ftands

~eminently, diftinguifhed above every Report I have éver feen. .

_ The firft fum they have ftated is- the whole revenué that

- pas been received into the Exchequer from the.gth of Ja-
- huary 1785 to the sth of January 1786, is- 12,499,916L

After this,, next: follow, two fums, _Which they have thought

"% Vide Report from the ‘Seledt Comumittee to whom it-was referred .

to examine;’ ¢ That the feveral Adcounts and other Papers,’ &c. &!
g A R N A

/

i ’ : i

bject, nor -uporiflﬁ:éh/ :

- have neglected. it.- It is fo much; better that every thing of ' |
*that kind, every thing: that ¢ontains fo.many figures, fhould

~

-




" every year,

. tthe Exchequer.

- Firfy are the arréa%s due froni‘f_'th{e. Eiﬁilndia’,Cbmpahy,‘,
-+ which ought to have been paid before, but had ‘been refpited -

-to them, and amounts to 401,118 1, Tl other futn, which

“in the-fame manner is deducted, is the excefs of the window

. duties, but which, from the alteration of the affefiments, will

" mot be paid any longer. . Thefe two articles therefore being

. confidered only as. contingencies, are not teckoned as paitof -

-the yearly revenue. * Thefe two fums therefore amounting

“%o about 457,200 L. being deduéted leave a2 remainder - of
12,042¢690 I, This. (Hm, Which hasbeen pald 'il.ltO'fth'e : EX.— .

“chequer, 1s confidered as a part of .our ftated _yearlyincome,

it being each article of it made up-by taxes whichare payable

- The reft of the fams :\yﬁig}l theyha‘\‘fé ftated as the amoun

of the public revenue, which is fomething above 3,300,000 Lo

-arife ffom taxes which, though payable yearly, have not.yet
‘been all recived into the Exchequer in fuch a manner "as to -
have with them their proper vouchers; but the Committée
«thought right-to add them to the fums.tl ,

‘ C parts of the kingdom
according to afleflinents made and returned to them; where

‘therefore thefe takes have not aGtually been received, the af-

feflments are taken, and a caleylation m;wde.from' them, - with
. ;thgi#ch,thére is the greateft 'hu,malniprol.mbi’lify of their agree-
“ing: indeed no other method more clear and coiiclufive could

“have been fuggefted, ~ Of this kind is the additiorial window

tax, commonly knowsn by the-name of the commutation tax :
~this’amounts to. 380,0001. from Michaelmas 1784 to' Mi-
chaelmas 1785, -and 253,000l from the sth of January 1785
to the sth of. January 1786, The additional fax alfo ypon
‘two-wheel and four-wheel carriages— 167,000 l. for the lat-
ter, and 59,2811 for the former. . The added duty on male .
~ {ervants, 42,0001, for the latter period, and-26,0001. for the
former. - Farther duty on horfes, waggons, and carts, 73,6101 "

~ to January 1786, and 56,8291 to Michaelmas 1785,

!

It is impoffible to fay. all thefe taxes havebeen received, but -
they have ftated them in fo cautious and guarded 2 manner,,

* that there is little reafon to doubt of their equalling, if not ex= -

-ceeding, the ftatement. . L
.~ After thefe follow the taxes_which have not-been all ‘fé- -
~ceived into the Exchequer, ‘Fhofe' which were laid on in-

1784 and 17835, and not having had time for their fair and full

operation. The produce of thofe laid on 'in the year 1784,

- at ‘Michaelmas, amounted to 103,0001., ‘and in January to

22,0001, 5 the prodice of thofe laid on in.1785, at -Michasl-
e e T Y }_ mas

i
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proper to'dedu from this fum, which has been received into

oghE right 10 add them (0 the foms hat had bee recaved. -
 Of thefe fums there can be little doub_t-dr?uncertai‘hty. They
- rarecolleCted by the officers in different

amounts to 205,000, and at the sthof January 242,000l . -
. To thefe.is added ‘the fum of 14,0001, which -is yearly,

~paid at tlie‘Ex‘Cife‘axfd.AI\iie,h:l’tion_Q.ch:’_e".in. part of thecivik
| lift; and alfo 'the land and malt tax, which, being yearly” -
| . voted, caine under. this head; and amount to 2,600,000l " -

"All thefe fums added, made together, at, Machelmas 1 785,
3,365.000l., which added to. the receipts for that: year, viz.:

- 11,874,000, would produce a"fum.:of 15,379,000 - But

in January 1786. the “whole -of, the fums . amounted _ to
3:354,0000., which, added to the amount of the receipts’

-~ for the year, made 15,397,000l only a difference of about -

20,000l .

~ This then is.the annual income of this country, and upory -
“the true ftatement of which there is every reafon o relyia =
. There is indeed a fmall difference.in-the two ftatements, the

ong ending at Machaelmas, and the other at January 3 but al=

though I thould take the fmalleft, it wonld not makeany diffe-
rence jn the deductions I fhall draw from this fubject. Indeed -

it is well known.to thofe who, .from their official fituations,

* ‘have had an opportunity of ‘obferving, that it is fome. tima
- before new taxes can fairly operate. . So many evafions are.at
* “firft formed, and fo many frauds committed, that it generally:

takes fome time before they can‘be levied to their full ex

is a difference between the two terms, .

tent; and it is owing :to_this circuinftaice chiefly that .there

Many of the taxes laid on in, the year 1784, :a}}d »iihn,dﬁ:ﬁf
all thofe in 1485, are under the defcription I have given ; and; -

T have the greateft reafon to believe. they will greatly 'i'n-.-'
¢reafe.in their produce, when evafions are detected, and more;
effe€lual means made ufe. of to collect them fully:"and. al~

* though none of them have been’ aCtually’paid into the Ex-.

- chequer, nor is it poffible from receipt to form.any judgement;

“with regard to them, yet I am perfuaded that the-particular
chara&ef which the Committee have maintained will appeat;,

‘with regard to them, that they are ﬁatgd‘cgptiouﬁy and
within their true limits. ~There is one tax which I may juft,

mefition as.an inftance of .the tiuth of what [ have obferved’, ..
with regard to new taxes; that is the duty. on game licenfesy.

~ which has.produced 20,000l more fince the alterations it re~
ceived.” There is.only one error that I can, perceive, _and: |

~“that is only 4140L, which ought to be deduéted from the:

- produce of the taxes impofed in' 1785 only. . Surely.on. a.

-{ubjeck of this kind the fam of 4o00l. is not a-great deal,”

“Some -of "the taxes in 1787 are flated upon very fure grqujrid;’m B

and from what has been received fince January, though not

Teceived foon enough to be laid before the Committee,’ give:

- reafon to believe they will preduce more than they are rated |

A A

~mas laft, 'fi'ncflftid;i,ng the, i‘"‘xﬁpquye'mentof ‘the medicine dutyy:
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and the fervant§’ fax;
certain grounds; Tuch as. thé daty on pawhbrokers; and fomé
‘Bthers. Upon the ‘whole, T do copiceive ‘that we way rely
upoit this: account ds the real révenue of the: “country,
Committée -have iftated Bvery thing upon the beft ‘grounds
the natiie -of -tlié cafe ddmitted; and T have ‘ftxtéd their re-
Tiilts miote for thie fike of recalling’ them to gentiemen s mmds
than to add ’any thing new; - =

My object is to-fhew thdt it fea ’fzur dedu

s

1on, and may

be ‘taken 28 the produce of the year from ]anuary 178 5 to '

January 1486,

» - Whether or not we can rely upon thls 45 an z{nnual i
' €0iné to: oontmue at. the fimé rat¢ to thlb natlon, rs another

queﬁxon. : v, R

T do think'wé may rer upon It it far as to look upon thl"‘ .
annual incbie as a find for dn annual decreafe of i our debt H '

yet 'I'do not look- ‘upon it ds a certaid incomeé,

Events ‘may happen to fiell this produce beyond the moﬁ:
angaine ba]culatlon ; and it ‘may alfo happén that 4 difap-
pomtment may take place upon fubjeds-fo- comphcated i
‘heirnature.

difafter may blaft all our hopes ;
thqt, ‘without any dtfa”crous event. to ‘this Ccouritty; We may
-cut a poor figure for a yedr, or 4 niimbér yearss '

I thelefore do not take. the hberty to make- any. other ﬁate~
irie‘r’)t but what the Committee have made, and “vould there-.
fore fead -what the Commzttee haye faid: at the begmmmr of
their 1éport.

and it may hz{ppen everl

“For .the- reafonmg flated by the. Commlttee you (asﬁ
inuch as . they e*{peé’c) ‘have reafon to, that this " flourith-
‘We need

Jnig condition of our révenue will continue.

fot - indeed fear,  We- thay lay défpondent: thoughts afide;

Lvery thing depenas upoii ‘the fpirit of this Houfe; and - the

réfolution, the good fenfe, and the mduﬁry of the’ colintly, to
5 put thefe thmgs out 'of all dowubt.

It was tore thah could be thought poﬁible tnat, Wlthln d
ﬁnorle year, fuch a[uccels would happen. '+ But it is ot con=
fined to of1e year, ever fince the happy zra of thé Ieftora~
“tlon of the peéace, this hias beei more or léfs the'cafe. “Thé
incrgafe was flow at firft, bat conftant ; and- the, happy pro-
gxcfs of laft year thews; froni pleaﬁng experlence, that we
have no leafon to fear its bemg ﬂattonal y, oF becommg re«

A great part of thm ﬂourlfhmg dppe:u ance whxéh trade has
of late: put on; and the great influx inté the F. xchequer, has
heeu ‘owing to the regulauons that have beert taken to crufhi-

; _— , - clan efLme:

AL 17805
Ainong thefe partlcularly is the {hop tax, th" houfe tax,‘

‘the, other takés are tited on ‘fnore: n~

‘and ‘the.

The trade: and wealth of the nitioti i§ tob; fue- -
tuating to admit that any averagé can bé taken. <A fuddert

A D E B A 'r E

: 'clandeftme ttade.

_thannel.

. -the deficiencies will be made up in What is ftated as the ans -
,‘:nual procrrefs of ‘the revenué.

increafe of revenue chteﬂy appeared from ‘the Cuﬁoms,

and this- gave room to hope that farther great and effential”

Thrs was the more to be beheved -a§ thé |

improvements of the révenug inight arifé from Wholemee re- :
V'gulatlons with regald to articlésof illicit traffics - -

- Driven from its ftrong hold of tea; it lurks in dther petty
trenches, from whence it may be effeCtually ¢hafed. “Eyery

thing that is dofe to effect this is introducing a- permarient

fource ‘of 1évenue by makmg trade retum mto a régulat

- What has been done ifi this- Way canuot ds yet hwe h"«l

in this clandeftine buﬁnefs, the occupation wills {ubfift: for .4
while, evefy although it Is a-lofing tmde. -The” mea{ules

taken two yé&drs dgo tnder- the articles of tobacco and fpirits ’
have caufed the fmiiggling of thefs to fubfide to a gteat de-
"gree, 4iid have much. mcrea{ed our révenué, © - S

In the articlé of falt the fratids are \éry confi d‘etéhle, ahd._
“ought 1mmediately to' be fedreffeds

 But with regatcnto
wines the frauds: arife to' fo- gredt, £6 fo enormotss. 4 pitchy.

1ts full operationybecaufe; “as. great capxtale Wexe‘ernployed ’

that, if we will take the effétual meafures to reprefs {them, - all

Ifwe, liave the means of ‘do-
mg ‘this in' our poiwér, and do not maké ufe of them, we muft

{ubmiit'to the conﬁdexatton of the Houfe, and ﬂtttex myfelf

,rnuch certamty ds can attend any thmg of this kind). that .

‘ Lact of Parlnment.

that 1f it meets with then‘ 'ippxobatxon it will occaﬁon a vuy‘ ‘
'great incréafe to. the revenue) of the. Luwdom. e
o Aftér havmg i this manner reprefented every thmg in the
faireft light; Tam able t6 enablé yoti to form 4 juft yiew of
‘the wnole of the real and probable fources of our. nattoml

- certainly foffer Jﬁﬁ blame. I'inténd, fof i my part, to brmg 3
forward very foon 4 plan for that purpoﬁ,, which [.meanto

ificome’j 1 4hall z fHow ptoceed upoii the idea tlmt this is a true .

table’ by the Cornmxttee, and that e may expect (with, as:

- ftatemiént. of .oui' reverue which' has. beeli Taid Upon your :

we ﬂnfl €njoy an mcreaﬁng revenue of 15,397,0061 pcr

annum. .

The next fubje@c of or dtfcuﬂion 1s What m y be the an<

nual expeudltu;e of .the nation. . =~ L

Thxs ‘the Cormmttec have alfo f’cated and 1t *cmourrts td' o
' 14;478,0001. g .
4%17161"6 isa. great part of the p’\rtxcuhr xtems, of whlch thxs 4
- fum is-made tip, that the Committee have omitted to mens
. tions becaufe the fums charged have heen. previoufly ftated . by
This they ¢onfidéred as- permanent. ex<.
pences, and therefore dx{’cmgm{h them: from what is Huétu= . .
‘ atmg. Tn'the former deicnptlon they conﬁdered the intereft

VeL. X—X; e T ‘0£.“
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~ and liberal footing. - R T T A
.~ They bave allowed for.the navy, during peace, 18,000
-men, which is more than ever had been kept up during any

] A 1y86,
of the hatiorial debt which is g,275,569L, and with the Exs
chequeér bills, make a fum of g,532,000L 1 this part containg
alfo the tivil lift, god,od0l. 3 the. charges on' the aggregate

fuand, 64,000l ; and. the appropriated duties, 66,500k : the .

whole. of this divifion. is 10,554,600l .-

. “The. other clafs-of expences .include thie di'fll’e.ren"t eftablifh- ‘

ments for the defence of .the ation ; as the army, - the navy;
the ordnance, and the militia. , Theie may be extraordinary
charges fo; thefe purpofes ; but that, the Committée had not

~any thing to do with in their. prefent’ eftimate; they have

~ flated the expence-only that maft be oecafioned by a’ peace
eftablithment ; and this they have.done on a very erilaiged

peacg; and they allowed for-this 1,800,000], It muft be ob=
ferved that the Committee did not go to ftate what ought te
be the expence of our navy, but-only what, afterthe deduc-
tion-of all our.expences, would remain as a furplus; and
“ therefore their bufinefs. is to ftate- every thing on the largeft
probable footing, = They have takeh the army upon the fame
mode of reafoning ; and they allow for the charge of it aTum
of 1,600,000l. much greater than was in the peace eltablith-

- ment before the laft war, when we had {o .numerous, but
. diftant pofleffions to defend : and it is extremely probable that

this may be reduced, in a fhort time, confiderably under the

fam flated 'in - the Report.” 'The ordnarice, alfo, is ftated |

Iq’t"g"cily‘;- this, ,howevgr,' we fhall be under- the necé'fﬁty of
Keeping up : it was. found that we were ‘very wanting in

this relpet in the beginning ‘of the laft war ; and it weuld
- be very hazardous to allow ourfelves to fun a fimilat rifque

in any other, : -

- 'Fhe mifcellaneots fervices are fated upoh an average of

~ fome years back; but I think it is very probable thiat they

'to6 have been ftared higher than they will be found to be:

 thefe arofe chiefly from addrefles of this Houfe to the King'
for particulargrints; and alfo from the eftablifhments of our

colonies abroad, and from bills of -exchange drawn by theik -

'GQY?T nors l?PQ\ll,t.he treafury : thefe fervices were flated at’
- 74,000L - Dedu&ing the whole of the expenditure from the

annuq}'inéome,‘ there remained a furplus'of goo,000l.
This, then, is the fum which remains to be applied to the
purpofe of decreafing the annual debt : but as the fund for

N Fhi’s purpofe- ought to be a million annually, T Thall move,
- -n_this committee, fuch taxes: as will produce the fum of
100,060l And 1 am happy to fay that' this may be dprie

without laying frefh burdensupon the People 5 I fhall move .

that an additional duty be laid upon fpirits ; "they. were for=

meily
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rly charged in what is called the wafh, with feven pence
7 ;)l:; gyaltlé‘h,'gtﬁat was afterwards decreafed to five pence; 1 fhall -

now raife:it to ﬁx\penée, per g'allou, which w111 p:odq;ff:'a,Igiqut
30,000l., without being any encouragemeit to fminggling,

Another T mean to lay is only a modification of a tax; a duty. -

upon.the impgrtation of two fpecies of timber, deals and bat=
tens : I will rate this at 30,000l - T fhall ‘lay anothér upon

an article of mere luxury; upon perfumery and hair powder: E
‘ ' r 20, So, that altogether
~ the fum wanted to complete the million will be miade up. -

thefe I will rate at 15,000, or 20,000l

After T have now ftated thefe things to you, I muft obferve

- thatalthoogh this is ftated to be the annual expenditure; fome
* time muil intervene before the expenditure can be reduced to

this point, It muft be attended to, that we are.only juft

emerged from themoft rufnous and expenfive war in which

“this country was ever engaged. -Many of the heavy burdens

“we incurred during that war, had not ended with the conclas -
ion of it d ‘muft be expected fome

fion of it, but fill continued, an
time to continge to hanguponus. o0 0
" Under the head of the navy, many {hips that had been laid

upon the ftocks were to be finithed. They had been built

too far toallow them to go back, and to be lofl to the Publics -

and they were, befides, neceflary fo increafe our naval ftrength

to an equality with our powerfal neighbours. This was fa

- confiderable, ‘that although the Cd‘m,m/_it"tee “had ﬁ@tcdf,thc
 peace eftablifhment of the navy at 1,800,000L, yet the exn
: ioence attending -this prefent” year was 600,000l above “ity -

though-it may not, perhaps, be more than s6o,000l. = ., .

- In the army alfo, the exceedings were muich above thg com; J
mon run of the expence on that eftablifhment; 'lllld this
amounted to nearly ‘300,0c0l, - This is chiefly .expended in.a - -

. way where#uftice and humanity forbid ceconomy-—to the re~

duced officers on half ‘pay, and to the Wi'dQWS.Q:f ,oﬁi‘cg'r_s;; ‘v
a;’paft of the navy extraordinary is taken bp in the fame -

way. Thefe two fums.would go almoft to annihilate the
furplus, if it was to be applied to thefe purpofes within the ‘
. yéar.k But in ‘truth and, fa& ‘they are not annual charges,

- they areonly the rémaining fums of the expences of laft war, ’
and muft ceafe altogether in a few years. It would,: there-

fore, be anfair and unwife to charge them-as annual ¢Xpell(}l¢
tures.. In four years the great burden- of them, that of the

thip building, will ceafe : nor can this.be effeCted {ooner. -
conceive, therefore, that you muft look to a future average

fo-come at your expence. -~ It appears'to me that. this may
he done-with great fafety; and I have not a doubt but that
refources are to be found that will juftify this mod_e.of, pro-
" ceeding, and be fufficient to keep ev_gr.yvthlpg \VCH:WItlilout*
kurdening the nation. - And if we judge in this manner, there

o
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ean -be ‘no doubt tHzi; -thé‘e:{;:eé}atibns‘:lﬂaifed f)’)’r‘th‘e 'xPubl"ic;j

will be amply fatisfied.

Now, therefore, I wifh to call the attention of the Com=-

mittee. to this object, - | am: clear th

at we immedjately appros

priate this million to the payment of the debt, even although

the time when we thall have this fu

rplus free from all other

expences cannot be exallly afcertaided, T myfelf am per=
fuaded ‘that, as T have already intimated, we have certain ex-

fraOrdfni;’ry refources to'which we méyfapply to 1i
" {um without the addition of new. taxes. . .

quidate this

-+ Let us then examine what fams it js.for which we. have to

provide the means of pay
chiefly arifes” from the n
very large coentrals into w

- ing of fhips.

On this ac

count,

ment.-+~This extraordinary expence
Il\’y.' a

nd it was occafioned by the

hich we had entered for the build-

12;400,000L. had been called

-for this year, as the extraordin

ary expence of the navy; but

this would not continue to he

required

after the fhips now

building were completed, -This would decreafe each

year, and

would he, in every probability,

reduced to a_ftanding fum-

for a peace eftablithment in .the year 1990,

-This €Xpence, .

~and the very liberal eftablifhment of 1,800,000l. wpuld enable

us to poflefs
beheld. " As the eftimate for ‘the
Yyear, it is-600,000l. above what is

poflefs a marine the moft flourifhing this country ever

navy flands this prefent
ftated as the fettled peace

expence in thé year 1790,
two new. fhips have been
courfe of this year, thisextr

Bat'it is to be noticed, that?a/ften N
completed, which.-will be in the
a fom’ will be reduced to 400,0001.;,

this, in four years,

amounts to the {um of 1,600,000l and

%fv'j,th the additional expence of this year, to 1,800,0c0l. -

With regard to-the army the expences alfo had been very‘
of a nature which alfp tended to diminifh in=

great, but were

-~ time, but which it was impoffible to refirid. ‘What this

“chiefly arofe from was,
. to officers’ widows, and
um ai'mognted to abou

as'] mentioned before,
to the officers upon half

from penfions .
pay; and this

t 260,000l.

Under this head of ex-

"pence come alfo that “occafione
our colonies. abroad thefe am

d by, bills of ‘exchange from

ounted

extra fums, of late years,

‘But when'

to very confiderable
weé recolledt; that we

are not now éhliged to keep up the immenfe eftablithments

abroad that we have been a
‘thefe would djminith ver

ccuftomed to
y rapidly,. O

do, we mzy expect
ur chief expence at. .

prefeut arifes fg'cp’f,(}ana\dq; and -from the well-known pru-.

- dence, honour,

‘ceconomy, “and

ant officer who is now appointe

diﬁutereﬁed‘ {pirit of the gal~
d to that‘-commagd, we hive

“every feafon to hope that -a very confiderable faving of ex- .

- pence will be produced.

2 gallane offcer I fpeak of, s Sir Guy Carleton, Thofewha

: ' . - I need only mention his hame to
. enforce conviStion of whatever I fay in his praife : the

g;’eab

~, - ) %{s

1
'
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are acquainted with his ‘military talents and military condu&,

' 1
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defervedly hold him higli(in:deéd. ~ But fr.o'm'_' his no lefs ac-
knowledged difpofitions to ceconomy, from : his VIgganc;e and
adtivity, we may fay that whatever can be done by”c’airg and
attention, will be effefted, ' And at prefent even the €xtraor-
dinary expence is not very confiderable, as far as it has come
may be produced on this eflablithmient. " . 7 L

~ Another matter of expence cotes properly' under this:

to our knowledge; but we have reafon to think that a faving -

head; and it is what the Houfe have alr'ea‘dy,acknowl”edgéd

to bea juft demand upon tlie juftice and generofity of this.

" nation, thatis, a provifion for the American fufterers. Their

{ituation démands the moft tender confideration, - qu Would
I chufe to mention any fum for jth]s.pu_r_pofc s ifit wasa,
great one, (it would raife the expeations of thofe unhappy

“people; and I would not wifh td fay ‘any thing more to therr

than that I hope there will be a generous and liberal Tegard
paid to their melancholy and unfortunate circumftances. |

" Another’ matter of extra expence under this head, is the
p'rdn'anc._e'; but as Parliament havé :rxdt'.dgc‘ideglfwhelt_ig_t? I?’e
the expence of it, and have already difapproved going into

. large additions to this part of the national eftablithment; I

fhall not fay what fum will be neceiﬁryifqr th}"s purpofe. e
. All thefe different fubjeéts of expence are, in a great mea~

N g

‘ fure, uncertain’; nor is it poflible at prefent to fay, with mi- o

nute accuracy, to what particnlar fum they will amount : but
I think a fum of 4,000,000, is likely to be the call for thofe
purpoles, and to be provided for in the courfe o_f‘twqor thrge,
years, o

" There is{lanothier matter of expence which the Cg)mrhiftge
" have not mentioned in their Reports, and- which s the Tabject,

of the King's meflage this day ; this will be a matter before
Parliament, whether the Exchequer.bills are to be paid : thgar-.
rears amount to about 210,000l The impoflibility of reducing
the civil lift within the fum of 900,000l allowed by Parlia- ’
ment proceeded chiefly from' that part being mortgaged for
the payment of certaih Exchequer bills,by annual payments of
§0,000l., which reduced’it from goo,000 to 8 50,000k Qf
‘thefe Excheg\jér bills there remains due abox.lt;'ISQ,oool., and
there was befides, an arrear’ againft the civil {ift of about:
30,000l. more, 'The Crown had long been embarraffed by -
this incumbrance; and’ that it may be entirely removed, [
fhall move, on this day fe’nnight, when His Male'ﬁyv"s‘im‘efﬁge
fhall be taken into confideration, for the fum of 210,0c0l..

" The wliole, theréfore, that we are now to find the means

of providing for is, .the extra expencésiof the navy and army,

‘which T have ftated liberally at 3,000,000l ".I"h'i's.,i‘sﬁ tobe ac-
gounted forin the courfe of four years, after which time we gli‘l(lé
SRaHiedionin He ourle ot tour years, k )

s

\ . ) * ¢
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‘the Exchequer. There is befides this, immenfe fums in the

ding contradts and other.articles of abuls, at the fum of

PARLIAMENTARY

have a elear annval furplus of a million, wnineumbered with-

any demands wpon the national income, Although this fym

- $hould be funded, atd ways and means found to anfwer the

intereft of+it,’ it would not .occafion any great burden upon.

~the People 5 but the flate of this country is at prefent fo very

fourifhing, that I am happy to fay that it will not be necef-

fary to borden the People with any taxes upon this agcount,

but certain extraordinary refources are to. be found withig
eurielves that will abundantly anfwer what is here required, -

. The Cominittee firft make mention of lotteries; which are - |/

a refource indeed that Governiment can have recourfe to, byt

which is in . itfelf fo encouraging to a fpirit of gambling, that

bt

it is doubtful whether it'ought to be adopted, The ipiri¢ of
gambling is indeed o dgeply rooted, that I am afraid if is of
little confequence whether a lottery be withholden or not,

and it'is always a-refousce equal to 140,000l ; “however as it

is not. refolved' by Government whether there fhall be ong

this year, I fhall not put it toaccount, ° ‘

~, The next head they mention is that of ‘érrhy'favingss and’

this bears the appearance of being very confiderable : and in-

~deed a-very confiderable fum under this defeription had been

paid into. the Exchequer ; this confifted chiefly of ‘money that

had been appropriated to different fervices and which had not
“been expended.. This had been very confiderable in the
peace following the war before the laft 5 and from the extent
- of the immen{e grants daring this war we might expe@ much
~smore,  Of thefe, fums, together with the furplus of feveral

fupds, the amount -of 450,000l. had already been paid- into,

hands of former payinafiers, which, .it is to be expe@ted, we

hall be able in alittle time to come at. The mode hitherto |

of keeping the army dccounts has been extremely open-to,
ahufe ; and accordingly paymafters have faken every advans |

tage to keep the public money in their hands.. Notwith- .

ftanding this, it ‘was to be hoped that as_{oon as the Commifa
fiouers had time to call in the out-ftanding accounts, ‘they
will be enabled to collect a very great fum : this is juftified asg
far as they had gone; but the labour is extremely great, as
they have to go throngh no lefs than ene hundred and-eigh-

teen regiments of foot, and as mauny regiments of horfe and -

drageons whefe accounts for nop-effective men had not been
examined into for twenty years together, -

One regiment they had gove through already had pro-
duced 22)000l. for the ufe” of Government ; angd althangh
cannot' be fo fanguine as to hope that évery regiment will
produce .as much, yet I think Tmay flate the total, -inclus

7,000,000, - Ly
P the
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The next fourde mentioned by the Coinmittee; is a balines
due from the Eaft-India Company for the fubfiftence of troops
in India, : aud -oh account of -vigtuwalling the’ navys . This
amounted to 60o,000l. ; and there was a: probability “of its

being paid in avery fhort time.- The Cominittée alfo ren- .
“tioned the uiiclaimed dividends in the funds, that a part of

them might be applied confiftently with the fafety of the pub=
lic creditors to the public ufe. .~ . . ° ST

. The crown lands are aHo a foutce of produce; but as it is
fhot:detérmined "how to. difpofe of ‘thém, I will net mention

. them in the account § and that perhaps it might -be thouglie
. right to apply thein 't the relief of the American Loyalifts. .
-« The great article upon which the Cominittee dwell, and

upoii which they founded their gxpeations of & permanent ,

furplus, 18 the improvement oféur revénae by proper’ regiis
lations t6 difcourage finuggling, and give room to the fare
~ trader to feap thofe advantages which are due to his: labouts,

| and which muft in every light 2dd to the amount of the ¢af:
| foms: this, ‘both -by encouraging the Tegal merchant, did

bringiog thofe goods’ to- a regular entry that would have
been clandeftinely difpofed of.  The tegulations whieh had

- been already made in this refpeét; had not had rooin for¢heis

full operation, and yet they have oceafioned a,very préat ad-

ftill to increafe, as this increafe-is regular and progrefive, dnd

| dition- to the fevehue 'of .the nation, and might be expeQred

“notthe {udden effeck of the fuppreflion ‘of oiir warlike opeéras
tions, | It is indeed ot safy to be conteived, by thofe not edis -

verfant. in thofe fubjedts, how alimerous and How artful the
,fratids aré which are daily put i practice in every fubjeét of

‘the national revenue. One article, that of wite, réquited
~immediate remtedy ; and T flaccerinyfelf with veiy great fams

indeed from- this.bianch.  The confumhption of wing! iy

+ this: country is tot " ditbinithed, anll yet it does not @ppear

that the average of laft year compared with the year 1746;

s equal to it in prodiice of revende, fo far that it fiks bes

low it mo lefs than 240,000l  Without laying a burdei

- apon the-country, thefe are many fegulations to be nitade in

‘the atticle of {pirits that Will incfeafe thie revenue from thit

that “attention muft be paid to: and I have no ddubt that
‘from the’ regulations that will be propoféd in thefe articles, at
leaft 300,000l. annually inay be produced. In anbthierfeffion
the cuftoms, which :‘will', undoubtedly add greatly to the pro=
~dice of the revenue: we fhall not, however, entér upon
this ‘at prefent : I have flared enough to the Houfe.” And
-thofe who compare our annual fums to il annital expeiidi-
‘fare, may here fee fums equal to apply to the deficiencies

without

~branch of trade.. The article of. tobacco s another ‘objelt -

- of Parliament I intend alfo to bring about 4 confideration of -
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without any new demands, or any new burdens upon the

1

People. .

- I'have flated what thefe deficiencies: may be; as matters of
- uncertainty; but if it be about 3,000,000l. the whole may

be provided for without any new burdens . of any fort.
Why, it may be faid, do I not fund this? For this good rea-

don;; that ‘1 fhall not, in all probability, have occafion to
raife it © even if it were funded now_ there could be little
- hazard of its being made-good, . - | . - R A
"I .may now proceed to lay. apart the million: but before I

enter upon that part of the difcuffion which relates. to: the

- particular-mode of applying tliis annual fum, it will be pro-

per: to confider the effect it will have.. . LT
. If ‘this-million, to be fo applied, is laid out, with its grows

ing intereft, it will amount-to a very great fum in a'period

+ that_is not very long'in the life of an individusl, and but an

hour in the exiftence of a great nation : and this will dimi.

nifh the debt of this country fo much’ as ‘to -prevent the

exigencies of war from raifing it to the enormous “height i¢ -

has hitherto done.” In’ the period of twenty-eight years. the

millions per anpum. -~ R T M P
- But care'muft be taken that this fund be.not broken ‘irt

+.{um of a million, annually improved, . would amount to four

/ -

* wpon : this has hithérto been the bane of _tbjsv,coux'itry";- for if

the original finking had been properly preferved, it i eafy 1o

- be proved that our debts at this momént would not have'been
- very burdenfome:: this has hitherto been, in vain, endeavoured
. o be prevented by adts of Parliament: the Minifter has uni«

formly, when it fuited 'his,convenien_ce_, gotten hold" of /'this
fum, ‘which ought to have been regarded as moft facreds

- ‘What then is the way of preventing this? “The plan I mean

%o propofe is this : that this fum be vefled in certain Comiif~
fioners, to be by them applied quarterly to buy up ftock ; by
this means, no fum fo great will -ever lie . ready to be feized:

. mpon-on any occafion ; and the fund will go on:without in- .
. terruption.  Long, and long has this country ftruggled under -

its heavy load, without any profpect of being relieved : but if

may now look forward to an object upon which the exifterice -

of this country depends: it is, therefore, proper it fhould be
fortified as much as poifible againft alienation. By this man-

~mer_of paying 250,000l quarterly into the hands of Coms

miflioners, it would make it impoffible to take it by flealth y -
and the advantage would be too well felt ever to fuffer a pub- .

- ic-act for that purpofe. A Minifter could not have the

confidence to come to this Houfe and defire the repeal of f{or.

beneficial a law, which tended fo dire¢tly to relieve. the Peo- -

e *my
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_ The perfons who fhould be appointed-to fhis- commiffion

A. 1786,

':‘fh,'ould be of rank and diftin&ion, to fecure them ffom fufpi-

their difcharging it with faithfulnefs. o _ o

In the firft place, 1 think it right that the refpetable com-
‘moner, whoeverhe fhall bé; who fills the chair of this Houfe,
Thotld be placed at the liead of it.- Parliament, in inftituting
a coitimifiion of fo much importancé towards the fupport of

gion, and to give, as far as chara&ter could go, a belief of

more pointedly promulgate "its high fenfe of the duty by

Ywhich that ¢ommiffion is bownd, than by appointing the ficft

member of this Houfe to be at the head of it. [ think alfo,

“without afcribingany thing t6 myfelf, that the perfon who holds
an. office fo intimately connefted-with finance as .the Chan-

cellor of the Exchequer, ought to have a place in_thiscom-
iniffioni.  There is anotber perfon, who, from his high rank,

as. wéll as from his virtues and reputation, I think ought to =

have a thare in this bufinefs, and he is alfo, at prefent, a
member ‘of this Houfe: this is, the Mafter of the Rolls.

The; Governor and the Deputy.Governor of the Bank of .

England I think ought alfo to be of the number. Alfo the

:Accountant General of the High Court of Chancery, ‘who, "
by virtue-of his office was already employed in the’ money’

of ‘all fuitors and wards in the fundss and increafing, by that

. ineans, the capital, by the accumulation of compound jn- -
-terefls, . - , o

. Such as thefe perfons I {hall.propofe to be appéinted to this

.truft, when ‘the bill comes before ‘the Committee. There -
~might be fome difficulty in determining how to regulate the

conduét of the Commiflionérs in the gurchafe of - ftock  but

that might, -perhaps, be left to their own difcretion. But:
although it might be proper to.leave the manner of doing

this to their own prudence, it would not be fo proper, by any

means;, to leave to ther the regulation of the time when °

they were to purchafe: this, I think, ought to be on every
fums. P = - 7 L
_I'am very far from afcribing any merit to myfelf in fug-

- gefting: this {cheme. But, I cannot but think myfelf very

happy in having a talk to perform fo very different from
any of my predeceflors. - And that inftead of expending the
money of the Public, I {hould have the great good fortune
to.be"led to fet about to diminith our burdens.  This plan
which I have -now the honour to_bring forward, has long

- been the wifli and the hope of all men; and I am uncom- .

monly happy to flatter myfelf that my name may be in-
fcribed on that firm column now about to be raifed to national
faith and national profpetity. .© S ‘

Yor. XX,

‘national“credit and profperity, could not more. folemnly, nor

transfer day in the quarter, at regular periods, and in gqual
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I fhall not.detain the Houfe much longer, becaufe, 1 am

perfuaded that they muft be already tired of the tedlous de-fn_ '

tail upon which I was under the neceflity of entermg .
The time when the -operation of this fundis to begm, I
think fhould be upon the sthof July, At that time let
250,000l. be paid into the hands of the Commiffioners for -
this purpofe; and after that, continded quarter‘y: this will
make 750,000, to be expended during the three’ qﬁarters. .
I {hall now mention upon what 1 found the expe&atmns
of ‘having a furplus this year, of 450,000l after paying the
current expences of the year : by which there will appear
a furplus over and above the ihpulated annual éne of fomc
hundrcd thoufand pounds, v , P

he Houfe had voted for feamen, S -

‘ S0 030 ooé ’

Ordmany of navy, & a e - 1,82-5:060'
Extraordmary, = e = 800,000
I o 003,2815000°
Army plantatxons, extmordmanes, &ee = 1,000,261
'Oxdnance, R T - e '333,0(56
Civil hi’c &c. makmg the fum Voted . ,956 261
Lxchequer bills, - o s 25600,000
Sum not yet voted - - - 610,824.

,';;u{ 12,4773085 .

" The waysand : myans are as fohow T ,‘

The total of the fupphes Would then be

»Land 'ind malt tax, - Q.-' RS 2,750,000 :
- Exchequer bills, e ' e -5 500,000
‘Surplus of the finking fund, in hand ~ = 0 7 %82,000
- Eftimated produce of 1786, - - 3,444,000
Anears from Eaft- India. Company hfc an- ¢ 7 ’
: © nuities, &c. . Cai ,@86 ooo
Arnount of ways: and means for the cmrent T
*year 1786, - - SR 62 8o
1;1"10111 whxch deduét the. fulplus, as a‘wve, 122277,?)'65

L : * Remainder 00 8 :
~From thls fum dedu& - the three quarte,rlj;5 ’ 85’395
.. payments, begmmng on the sthof July,,

- of 250,000l per qualtel, for the 1educ~

txon of our debts, amoumlmT to -

Y

i

Sy Do, ooo

And thcre would be a ne’xt fmplus of o ~ I35,395

-M/Z

"mg were far from being neceﬁ'ary for the purpofe of explain-

<
i

-

A. 1756, DEBATES

But 1f as the Commlttee Pcated the rcvgﬂme :
do rife accotding to thé lateft experiencé,
‘ there would {till be a*farther dxiTercnce"

in our favour of B ' "_31‘3,6"99?
I\’Takmg in thxs cafe a clear exeefs acer umg at” o

Chriftimas next, (above the rcgul:u fur~

plus) of the fumof - L= £ 449’093

I fhall now move, « That a fum of one mllhon be annu-~ .

“« ally granted to certain Commliﬁoncxs to be by them ap-
¢ plied to the. puxchafe of ftocks, towards. dlfchargmg the

« pubhc debt of this country, which money fhall arife out
« of the furplufles, excefles, and overplus monies, compof

¢ fing the fund commonly called the finking fund,” .\~

19

Sir Grey . Cooper -obferved, that great powers of 1eqfon- Sir Grey

‘mg the proportions and degrees of the accumulation of money
at compound intereft. On this fubject an enlightend author

B (Baron Miaferes) had copioufly written, and much had been

faid about a pxopoﬁtlon perfectly ﬁmple, -and obv1oﬂs to

‘every capacity. He rofe, therefore, hot to advance a word
.upon that circumftance, but to rémark that the Committee

had proceeded to form their report on principles extr emely

novel, and directly oppofite to ‘thofe that the Wl(eﬁ men in .-
.'formel tinies had thought the moft certain” g111c69 to their
'judgement, and the molt to be depended upon, as leading to
“the true ftate of the obje&t of inquiry; The Commlttee

had founded their report on the prefent year’s amount of the
receipt of the public income, becaufe it had proved a remark—

ably favourable year, and they had not ftated the real expen-
~diture of . the year; for, that oppofed to the 1ece1pt, would:

not certainly fiave afforded any furplus an the balance. * On
former occaﬁons, the ‘rule had-been,, mvauably to procced
ina different road, and by a fairaverage of a number of years
income and' expenditure, taking good and bad years Logether,

- to ftrike a balance upon fuch an average and confider that
. balancé as a footing not llke]y to prove fal hcxoua, but as -
- firm and to be relied on with fecurity. He held in his hand,
_a publication, that came out two years after t

the end of~ thc
war before laft, and whiclr it was well k‘OWZl, was prmtcd
under the proteﬂ:lon of, ‘and correted by a great - mxmf’cer of
that day (Mr. George Grenville). ‘The. pamphlet was entj-
tled, Confiderations on the State of the Finances of the Nation.,

In that pamphlet the oppofite docrine to -that on which thc: R

report on the table' was founded, was laid down and maintain-
ed. - Sir Grey ftated the mﬁance, and argued upon it to prove

4 pow dlEelently Mr, Glenvdle had reafoncfl compared with

2 the

Lom.. /7;?5.% f‘;f,% ff;ﬁ

' 5 550, 50/
/57'2 /7¢/-~-~4 /5:;9 847
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A more {incere friend to_the idea of diminithing the national
debt, nor more anxious to have its diminution effeGually
fecug‘ed, than he was; but it was his duty to examine the

tnedns by which the right honoprable gentleman wifhed that

Houfe to proceed, and to point out the particulars, in which

ke tllbtxght‘plgqfe mmeans premature or inadequaté. When the

right honourable géntleman’ had introduced the queftion”of

_fbt:‘tiﬁéatiops; he yemembered, he had talked in the fame fan=
guine manner of his certainty of accomplithing a {peedy and -

effeCtual reduion of the national debt, that he had done that
“day. He had faid ‘the wifh of his ‘heart was to have his
name infcribed on 2 pillar, to be ereéted .in honour of the
man, who did his country the effential fervice of effectually

reducing the national debf. This was a inagnificent idea’y it

‘was, however, his duty not to be dazzled with its {plendour,
but ‘when the firft’ ftone of its bafis was going to be laid;
. coolly and carefully to,examine the ground on which it wag

] ro?o’fed to be erected, to fee whether it was firm, folid, and . “
ﬁablg? or ]oo(e? hollow and unceitain?  With this'view he -
' had rifen, and if it was not'laid down by the Houfe as a rule,

that nobedy was to be heard in reply: to any thing faid by
ihe? right -honourable gentleéman ——[ T he 'ng/e had’at ftbi}t,'"ma-
ment béen fo diforderly, that Sir G rey could [earcely be beard] hé
would endeayour to convince the Committee, that it behgved

them to proceed with caiition; and greaf, important ind he<

‘ceflary as the bufiriefs recommended to them was, to take no
one ftep farther in it, before they were certain that they were
proceeding on-good’ ground, and that the path they were
advifed to'purfue, would lead to fuccefs. Sir' Grey next ad>
verted“to the manwuer in which the right honourable gentle-
man had talked" r | i

*be taken into the account, as ‘they made ‘an article undei each dif-
- 2inét “head ‘of [fupply, “and ways ond meansy thofé 10 be' paid off:
vanging under 1he head ‘of - the formf}", ‘and thrie millions more,
that were'to be iffucd in difcharge of them, ranging under the head
. of thé latter] declaring that it appeared to-hini‘a little extraor=
dinary thdt the right honcurable gentleman fhould mention

+ Exchequer bills in*fo light a'way.” Was he aware that they
would'be -a_great inconvenience, and materially deprefs the

- market, under cértain circumftances, “at leaft poffible ? “There
were at piélent mdre’ Exchequer bills unfunded, than ever

. were left uiifundéd by the noble Lord. in"the blue ribband

during’ the whole ¢€otiffe of the war, The data given in the
Report, were unfafe for the Houfé fo act upon in'{o important

4 ?'Pgl'tiQIIJQF'T To illuftrate this point, let it be fuppofed that

“ - amag
B |

o A
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt). ~Sir Grey f'aidg'
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) himfelf was not -

man had talked _é‘f’ the Exchequer bills, [Mr. Piis having .
Jaid, ihe three millions of Exchequer bills ‘to b paid off need not
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2 man has a hop ground, and wants to raife a fum of money 3
he has a fortunate year, and has neated a profit of- sool. that

feafon 5 he goes to a neighbour and offers his hop ground at -

2 mortgage; he tells the neighbour his profits, and fhews
him his books; the neighbour naturally fays, ¢ thisisa'very
£ good account, but how am I {ure the fame {uccefs will at-
¢ tend the ground and its produce another year? the feafon

e may be ufipropitious; a variety of incidental and unavoid-

¢ able circumftances may occur.” In vain would the owner
of the hop ground boaft of his fuperior fkill in- the cultiva-

tion of hops; that he had manured his ground, and prepared -
~ his bines fo as to defy the accidents of chance, and that he

had put the harveft and its confequences beyond a hazard,

by fecuring the integrity of his pickers, .and the care of his"

fervants employed in the cultivation and management of
the hops, both before and after picking ; his neighbour, if
he had auy common fenfe, would fay, « No, I won’t lend
¢ my money on any fuch rifque as the fuccefs of a fingle
#¢ year; prove to me by the average of a number of years,

# fome good, fome bad, that the profits yielded by the hop

¢ ground communibus annis are fufficient to'fécure me from
¢ danger, and you fhall have the money you want.”” This
cale would apply to the fubjét in queffion ; one favourable
year's receipt was not a fuffiicient ground for the Committee

+ to proceed upon ; greatly to be wifhed therefore as it muft
- be by every man prefent, that the national debt.could beef-
feCtually reduced, he had his fears that if they proceeded
- prematurely, and. upon_the plan fuggefted,' mifchiefs (not

benefits) would arife; every defign ‘would be defeated, angd
bring on a multitude of obftaclés, inftead of lightening ‘the

burdens of the nation.

" Mr. Fox obferved, that -the“elaborate and far-extended

ag

fpeech of the right honourable gentleman’(Mr. Pitt) whil} Mr. Fox.

it reminded him how much time had elapfed, fuggefted alfo

advanced hour, too long upon the attention of the Houfes

but in the outfet of what he had to fay, he begged leave to .

’detlér? that no man in exiftence was, or ever had been, 3
greater friénd to the finking fund than he was, and ever had
Thewn himfelf from the firft moment of his political life. He

- agreed moft perfetly with the right honourable gentleman’
In his ideas of the neceflity of eftablithing an effective fink~
ing fund for the purpofe of applying it in.diminution of the

national debt; however much he might differ with him in
refpect to the moft prudeént ‘and ufeful mode of making the

application, and however much"he might differ with him as

to many parts of his {peech, and a variety of obférvations it

f‘%:ont‘ained.' As to'the conduét of the Committee to whom
e A e e e

.‘a convi&ion of the impropriety of trefpafling; at the prefent
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- contempt of a matter which it was certain would turn out to

~mentioned them not withany view to triumph over the right
“honourable gentleman, but merely to fhew that. he had been

larger number than had ever béen known in a-permanent peace

PARLIAMENTARY

the papers had'been referred, he fhould not feruple to 'de'cla're,

that their mode of taking averages had"been not only diffe-
Tent from that of every former Committee, but- totally the

Teverfe of that which has ever been deemed the fairef} mode -

of taking an average. In illuftration of this remark; he in-
“ftanced the produce of the tax on malt, in averaging which,
for fix years, the' Committee had ftated, that a particular

year (the year 1782) was uncominonly deficient. Now the

~ufe of an average had ever been fuppofed to arife from'the

averaging a number of years produce; among which' years
there might be years of extraordinary deficiency, or years of
extraordinary plenty. He next pointed out the fallacy of
ftating -the receipt of the prefent year, which happened to
be a year of uncommon rife of revenue, and oppofing to it,
not the actual expenditure of the prefent year grounded on thé

votes' of that Houfe; but the probable expenditure of the
year .1790. He afked whether that was a fair comparifon of

the dnnual receipt with the annual expenditure, and whether
(as the right honourable gentleman had admitted, what in-

, deed no -perfon could’ deny, . viz, that 6co,c00l. more had-
been: voted for the navy, and 400,000, more for'the army,

this year, than appeared under the head of expenditure) it
was notimanifeft, that fo far from there being a furplus of
900,000l there was not a.deficiency ?  He reminded the
Comnmittee of the difference laft year between him and the
‘right honourable gentleman,’ refpecting their reafoning upon
‘the balances of certain quarters, which' had been felected as
the moft favourable quarters, and faid, it plainly now ap-
peared, that if he had at that time calculated the balances,

“that would refult upon the whole of the four quarters, -when .
the year fhould be completed fdmewhgt too low, the right
honourable gentleman (it was- evident) had calculated them.

much more too high, He reminded them-alfo; that when

- he had faid in argument, on one of thofe occafions, that he
believed -there would be fome balance, the right honourable:

gentiéman had echoed the words Jome balance with an air of
difdain, asif he (Mr. Fox) had (alked with ridicule or with
be a monftrous balance. The fact was now before the Com-
mittee, and he begged leave to afk whether it was not true,
that {o far from ‘there being fome balance for the prefent year
there was any 3 | Though it had turned out to be in both par-
ticulars exactly as he had ftated that- it would turn out, hg

right before. The right honourable gentlerman had obferved,

that 18,00,000l. for the' navy, included’ 18,000 feamen, a

" eftablilmen

i
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éﬁ::',d‘),li‘ﬂm]ér'it in the moft 'ﬂoﬁri\{hixig fate of ‘this cotntry.

| He could with to kiow what the right honourable gehtlemag

i duce him to imagine that a.lefs .numerous eftablifhment of

B B s . . . e e . e
feamen would be fufficient, or a more contracted -navy than-

'1,800,000l, could provide againft all ‘emergencies? For his

453

§ part he faw much, that ferved to prove that a {HlI greatet

|| maval eftablithment was neceffary ; for, mach had ‘of late

il happeried, which looked as if all Europe was vdeﬁg’r}—;r‘lg;tq
"l form engagements hoft.le to ‘this country, and detrimental
to ‘its “interefts ‘at. prefent, -and ‘its efforts’in cafe of a future

. . -war ; while no t,r'ahﬁi&io‘nﬂ that h:"xd‘l,atelyrtakeq pla@é in gnji(ﬂ
of the foreign courts wore a favourable afpect. - Under fuch
| a'period to fay we had a more powerful navy than had ever
1 been known in time of peace,’in the moft flourifhing of for-.
§ mer periods, was faying nothing. «Had we a navy fufficient

was (in,his opinion) indifpenfably neceffary to our immediate

fafety an! our future fecarity and well beithg as a-naval power.

‘ He agreed neverthelefs in the propriety of dedicating thefur-
i plus fund to the diminution of Vthe‘lnationql"g!ebzt,_‘gn'd ‘whe-~
i ther the whole’ of the report, was true or whether it was er-
roneous, he litould fiill be of opinion, that it was right:to

begin'doing it immediately, even if the conlequence Wwere,
- that'the finking fund were not found equal to it; in, which

}\i cafe, he held it to be the duty of that 'Hqufe-.tqmgk'e_bg‘ood
the fum fo appropriated ‘to that important fervice, and to

pofe new taxes on the fubjedt.”* When he faid this,” however,
‘e begged to be rightly underftood, 25 to how far he agreed
in’ refpect 'to'the prefent plan ; it was merely to the com-
‘mencement of fome plan; and a better one than”that prope™
{ed, might eafily be adepted. “The parts of the plan that he
difapproved were two-fold, the one, making the fum appro-

binding it clofer. He pointed out various difadvantages that
‘might refult from tying up the fum in time of war, and con~
tended, that as the Committee and the .obje& of their infti-
tation was not bound down to any {pecific point, ‘both were

for paying off a parr of the national debt, ‘which had heen

at Rated periods, He dwelt on the- difference- between the

-

iy faw-in the fituation of the affairs of*Europe that could in-

‘to cope with the combined marine of the maritime powers ._?“ :
If we'could not- effeét fuch a purpofe,. we fell thort of what -

7 pay off a part éf"‘the‘na‘fional;d‘ebt» ‘and "higlhl‘;yﬂ pmp;; 0.

continue {o to do, even if they were annually obliged to im-

priated unalienable in the time of war, the other, making-the .
obligation to pay off the debt general, and . not pledging or.

liable to be annihilated by a fatire Parliament. He reminded
the Houfe of the mode of the. original inftitution of a plan

by a fabfcription of individ tals, to whom the ‘faith of Eai‘? .
liament had been pledged to pay off certain. Tpecific portions .. |

, ‘ ‘ 4  two
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two modes, obferving that wlhen the nation or when Parlia<
ment ftood bound to individaals, the pledge was held as
facred as the pledge to.pay the intereft of the natjonal debt
atprefent, or the annuities now payable; and, undovubted.ly;
nothing thort of a national bankruptcy would: prevent the
fums engaged to be payed to individgal fubfcribers ; whereas
upon the conditions on which the Conimittee would ftand,
“what {hould hinder a future Minifter, in a future war, whei
'the exigency of affairs might require additional burdens. te

be impofed-on the fubjed, from coming dewn to that Houfe -

and propofing to repeal the act authorifing’ the inftitution of

- the Committee, and enabling Government -tg apply all the

money and ftock in their hands to the public fervice ? What
{hould hinder the Houfe from agrecing to the propofition; or
was it at all likely that, under the exigericy of the moment;
they would not immediately agree to it, when fo mich mo-

ney could be eafily gotten at, and when they could fo readi- -

Iy fave themfelves from the odious and unpleafant. tafk of
impofing new taxes on themfelves and their conflituents?
“With regard to the Chancellor of ‘the Exchequer being one
of ‘the. Commiffioners, he thought it perfectly right, that

thevér held that .office thould be one at leaft in fuch acoms :
. Aniflion. "The Chancellor of the Exchequer was an officer ini -

~whom that Houfé repofed great confidence in refpet to miat=
ters of finange, and who certainly ought to have an imme=
diate connection with the 'diminution of that debt; the crea-

-tion of which had Auna’void"ably been an-a&t of his own, in the

neceflary difcharge of his official duty. -From the varions
guards which the right honourable gentleman had fuggefted
it to be his intention to put upon the Committe, it was ob~
vious_that he faw the fufpicions to which it would be liable,
and therefore (Mr. Fox declared) the more guards put upor

it the better. Unfortunately, however, the more the guards,

the lefs ‘the ceconomy of its_{yftem. He exprefled fome

- doubts’ whether the compelling “them- to ldy out the mnoney
~ on certain days might not raife the market, and whether 1t-

might not-happen on fome of thofe days when they miight
be obliged to buy, there might be no fellers, and confequently
the Committee become compelled to force the market; and
by fo doing, raife the price fo high, that in fuch inftances
all the' benefit would be loft to the public, The right hos
.nourable gentleman had talked of {preading the money into

- feveral fums, and by that means reducing each o finall as to
“avert as much as poffible the effects he had fated as probable

to happén.. Of that be approved, but he could by 1o means.

* agree that the Committee were to aét a public part. The

fa&t was, they were to become private ftock brokérs with the
‘public money. . His rehfon for wifhing their adls to be as
B | = public
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public as jpofﬁﬁlé,,,were, he faid; the only means that he knew
of to fave them from a good deal of that fufpicion to which
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it was eafy to fee they would be expofed. Mr. Fox again
adverted to the report and ftateiments made by Mr. Pitt in

his fpeech; feveral of which he combated, and endeavoured .

to difproves . He amentioned the neceflity of providing new’

taxes in lieu of fuch as had failed, that thould-produce the

furiis for ‘which they had been given, and by that means _pre-
ferve the finking fund whole and entires In order the more

- amply topoint out the neceffity for this, he animadverted for

fome time on the actual produce of the different taxes of the

_laft year;  The fhop tax for inftance (which he faid he fhould

ever hold to be an odious; oppreffive, and unjuft perfonal

~ tax) had been nominally' given for 120,000l. whereas it ap=
peared fromi the afleflments that if they wcza{;fll paid; (which -
x1e

undoubtedly was not likely to bé the' cafe,) the produce

would amourt to fo wiore -than 70,000k ‘and when the'ino:
~-difications lately made toit, came into operation; that 70,000l.
~would be reduced to’ 50,000l fp that a tax given for 120,000l%
Wwould produce no more than 50,000l:" In that'cafe, and'in -

all cafes like it; -he held it to be the dﬁty of a Chancellor of

the Excliequer to propofe eithier a‘new ‘tax that would be
efficient for 120,000l and repeal ‘the fhop tax;-or a tax that -

would be efficient for the 70,0001, the fum wlich the producé
of the fhop tax fell thort of producing. - During the war

“he had tepeatedly held lardguage urging the receflity for the

deficiencies of the new taxes being made good by other taxes;
and the dhiwer of:the noble lord in the blue ribband had
dlways been, that duriiig the war, they muft get on as well

as they could; but that when pegice‘ﬂ»iorgd come, that would
" - be thie fit opportunity for miking goo ; ,
the war taxes. . In-that anf{wer there was fome reafon ; but -

1 Y i T e e, N
thie déficiencies on

the right horiotirable ‘gentlethan had not the fame excufe ;

and yet all his taxes. did not proddce much fiore than the =

one half of the fumis - fot which they had-been given.. As
to-the Commutatidn tdax, he mufk defire to afk the right ho-
noutable gentlernan if the greater coiifumption of tea that

it had occafioned in tliis kingdom, as well as the greater con- «

famption of a far greater propartion upon the whole than
ever of teas of the higher fort, quality dnd price, which: in-
creafed the neceflity of the Eaft-India Company to-fend ‘out
to China and expend confiderably more in the purchafe of

teas than ever had gone to China, was any matter of folid.

fatisfaCtion to him, as guardian of the cémmerce and revenues

~of Great Britain?  Was it by fuch exténfions of trade, ‘that
-he wifhed to be confidered as a friend to'the revenue or com-
merce of the kingdom? Or would he affume any merit for

having extended a trade before fo difadvantageous to this
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nourable gentleman had faid, he obferved, that our refources
were near cracking juft before the war was brought to a con-
clufion : for his part, he never had been of that opinion, nor
ever ftated that he was: but what fort of melancholy reflec-

tion was held out to the Public by his Committee, when it

was the clear deduction from” their ftatements, that the per-~
manent peace eftablithment was not to be expeted before the
©year 17971, eight years after the conclufion of
(Mr. Fox) declared it as his opinion, that with good max
nagement, the expences of the war might have been fooner
‘wound up. ' He recapitulated his principal obje&ions to the-
plan propofed, and faid, he thought they were _conﬁdc,rably
- weakened by not making the fund unalienable in time of war,
He ‘entered into a good- deal of argument to prove, that
- twenty-feven years was too long a period to look forward to
for the effe&t of the plan;.“as, before that ,period, it was not
improbable we might have another war; and a variety of
circumftancés might occur which would operate as tempta~
tions toa future Chanceller of  the Exchequer, to propofe to:
a future Houfe of Commons to repeal the ad, anaul the in-
ftitation, and diverf the appropriation of its fteck to the ims
. mediate fervices of the year: he therefore muft again recom-
:mend the other mode of proceeding, by individual fubfcrip~
‘ tion. However difficult the Houfe might think " the prefent
- {ubje&, and th,_erefore‘_bedbthftpé,ljf"ceu’to it, or to endeavour
to make themfelves maflers of it, nothing was more eafy ;.
~there was not-the {mallef conjuration in it; and e that ran:
might read. R e T
Myr. Chancellor Piss anfwered, that as two or three things
had fallen from the right honourable gentleman, it became ne-
ceflary for him to fay a few words; and firfl; in regard’tor
the ftatement of the balances of the quarters amount of - re~
-, ce'pt. about which they had differed Iaft year, and refpeting:
. Whic the right honourable geatleman had now been fo good:
as (o fay the Report proved that he had been in the right, but
that he forbore to affume it as a: matter of triumpli to him=
Aelf : for this forbearance he was. much indebted to the righe’
houourable ' gentleman, but fijl] ~more for his having put’
him in mind of the difference; becaufe, upon a reference to:
the Report it would be found, whether the right honourable-
gertleman had, as he had himf{elf that day. declared, ftated:
the amount of thofe balances fomewhat too low ; .or whether
he. (Mr. Pitt) had ftated them a great:deal too high. Mr..
Chancellor- Pitt then reminded the Committee, that he had: .

Mr. Chan-
cellor Pitt.

; flated .

A 1786,
country, in ;efpe& to exports ahd'iniport§? He- thought it
" filr to warn the rightrhonou;rable-gentleman on {o impor’t‘ang
a confideration; and he would-Jeave it to himfelf to draw the
- neceflary conclufion from the circomftance. The right hos

the war | He -

amountin > much, L ) €ar, the, rea.
. total of’ tﬁe year’s feceipt as it could reafonably be expeted

" felf approved it

| o wonld hold-Ttlelf folemaly pledecd. not to.
- law,; thit. Houfe would hold~itfelf folemnly pledged, not |
' i?igc‘:s’n,to -a-propofal for its repeal on any pretence what-

A1y86, D EB AT E & - S
ed 'the probable amount. of the balances .when  the- four
3\?2??6;3?hiuld hive been -com pleted in four different ~lno<3¢s ;
upbn one modehe had at that tim§ declared, that he was hot
ﬁ‘nguine enough to place much ge];ance 3 upon the ,ne'xt}node ,
he had calculated, 'that}-vtfhe;ax‘l"jount would be the fpecxﬁg fum |
of 12,660,000l 3 -upon- the third mode.a {mal_le: fum g a‘nd’on i
the fourth.a’ ftill fmaller. “The ffecopd was the amount to _
which he had been. tied down ‘by-the right honourable gentle-

| ! S 1% > {1 - 3
“‘'mian, and upon reference to the Committee’s ftatement of the,

actual receipt; it would be found that the amount was twelve .

~ tnillions fivé hundred and odd theufand pounds; which, in a

matter confifting of fuch various and complicated fums, and.
¢-to fo much, was furely coming as near, the .real

any: man fhould, come by uncertain calculation. He;\h(_)pgd

that the right-honourable gentleman would not c;on.ﬁde.tr_lt‘ a.}
ahy difparagement jof him, if he declared, that the flde;}_lovv
paying off a part of the debt by a fubfcription of m(-hlvxd]ug S5

had been fuggefted to him by many others, and that he 1im-

but would not adopt it ,on‘acc.oupt,of cer-

tain ineenveniencies to- which it was liable. ~“With regard to
preferving the fuid to be invariably ‘a_pplxgac_i‘:;p ‘dynl_nuytlgl_x:_or
the debt inalienable, it was the eﬂ:enc?-‘ of hxsiplan:to, Qe{%
that facied, dnd.moft effeCtually fo in time of war. He muft
contend;:thatto {uffer the furd at any time, or on any pre-
tence, to be diverted- from its proper object, Wpuld be 5_0 lrufn,»
defeat, ;and -ovérturn the wholeof his plan, He h@pe{:_ I there-
“fore, “when the bill he fhould. jntroduce fhould pafs into a

A}

évi\l&ﬂ Foa;-ia]ﬁ.f\-m"rex‘?éd;: that he would 4t another opportunity iy, rox.
ftate the outlines of a plan by Yqh;ch‘gth.e dlr'nmutlon };)f tlge o
debt might be {o Commenced without being liable to the g =

~ jections:hinted by the right ,honourgble,gentleman. 'II' '?h e-
ginning to pay off the four per cents; firft, and then the, L}ft»eve
per centss was undoubtedly right. - He mentioned the(.lx ea 32- ‘
ing upon the fubjeét which: they had formerlykl;ie:}l: 1,9‘1 ?-
fence of beginning to pay off the three per cents. firft, ‘an_ "d'o
proceeding to-pay’ the others in regular progre{ﬁojll):;u.p war Sg,;
upon the idea, that 'if the three per cents. were a} pax,{; .
“would coft thel Public 30l. every 100l., and there ore tl‘i
greater the lofs’upon that fteck the,wifer woul_d‘ it be to get .

rid of it firft.. .

Mr., Sheridan 6bferv’éd«, 'that;. there’ was, ‘in ‘point-of fact, Mr, gher- -

'
!

' 5 ircum Fance ‘dan.

; T 1atever. ifx -the: fent .vear 3 a circumftance

no furplus whatever i -the: prefent.year; cireumftanoe i
-@y,i“:céd' notonly bythe E,epp;ﬁ;tfelf, bu‘t bfy» thé W_ et

S
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right honourable gentleman’s

pledged ‘himfelf to the Houfe, that no farther 'debts fhould-
arife, and that the Houfe fhould not again”be ‘applied to for.
farther grants on the fubjeét, thould come again “fo foon for

fo'large a fum of public money. [Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid:

zi\crqfs the qufe?' Oh no; T never faid any fuch thing.]" My
Sheridan replied, the right honourable. gentleman 'muft exy
cule bim, words faid ‘at fome diftance niight be forgotten;

but he ‘was clear in his recolle®ion of the circumitances,

and indeed it was evident he muft have ufed-fome firch.argu~

ment, or elfe why fhould the right honourable ‘gentlemarny

have "afked * for 60,000k two years ago, and “coine ‘down

.again thén and claim grants for an arrearof fo large an amount

as 210,000k |

The honourable gentleman had faid words might be forgot:

- ten‘after they had beén faid ;- it'was undoubtedly trve; but it

“dan,
T

~ Hobufe, Wwas a. true ftatement of the right honourable ‘gentle-

“was alfo true, that words'might be mifreprefented, and if ever
-he had heard a ‘grofs mifreprefentation of- his: words, it.had

been the charge ftited by*the honourable ‘gentleman. - . He
never had pledged himnfelf not to come again to that Houfe for
any debts on'the civil'lift : when he afed for- the 60,0001,
two years ago, he had cxpreflly faid, ther s

afcertain what the amount'was. But it was evident, 'not aonly
that-words delivered two years ago might be mifreprefented,
bat that words fpoken a very few hours fince, were alfo ca-
pable of mifreprefentation. - He was in the recolle&tion of the
Houfe whether he ‘had ever {aid there was now an arrear of

210,000l ; he had faid, the civil [ift was in arrear 30,000l,

~and he had at.the fame time flated, that 180,000!. was wanted
to pay off the remainder of the Exchequet: kills, for which |

“t0,000l. a year of the civil Tift was mortgaged; - -

" Mr. Sheridan veplied, that the right honourable gélltfeinai;

‘might indulge himfelf as much’ as Be pleafed in throwing out
‘charges of mifreprefentation, but he had fooken what in his

opinion, and in the recolleétion of {everal gentlemen in that

.......

A. 1486
| {peech that'day." The day had-
commenced in a very inaufpicious manner;  and when he ufed:
that phrale he meant no difrefpect to His Majetty, but merel ¥
to hint at the Royal meflage relative to'the Civil Lift, which -
was an extraordinary introdu&ion furely to a Buﬁnefs the..
“event of which the Pyblic had beén taught to look forward to
with the pleafing expe@ation of finding a furplag in their
favour. He was’a little furprifed; that the right - hondurable:
gentleman,” who, when he two years ago afkedfor 6o.000l.:
to clear the debt then dué on the civil 1ift, hadin a mannes: .

M, Chancellor Pit declared, that he: econfidered- this ag-
the moft extraordinary attack that was ever ‘mide’ u‘p‘on”:him;‘- B

0 years ago, ' he had expr _ there ‘was a farther ars
~-rear, but that he.had not been’ in his office long enough to -

"' Mr. Rofe declared that"it had been

. . . Vo . —
A. 1586, DEB ATES S -
mati’s ewn words. - If 60,0001, was afléd for as the debt two
years ago, how came it that 210,000l. was now wanted? As’
to the idea of redeeming a mortgage of 50,000l. a year on the
civil lift, why had not that been regularly paid; {ince Govern<
ment were an{werable forit?. - e - S

| - -Tarly ; but there ftill remained 150,000l of it to pay, and that

the civil lift had-run in arrear 6o,000l. in the laft year, whicli.
together made up the 216,0c0l. now atked for. .-~

- Lord "North afked the amourit of the total of the ';fupé’Ld, North "

lies, and total of the ways and means for the year 17862
pues, Y . y 7

a9:

paid, and that regu- Mr. Rofe,

- Mr. Chancellor Pitt ftated their amount, ‘and al{o "the my. Chans .

750,00l to-be paid this year, by way of eftablithing a pers
mydnent fund of a4 williont a year, to be. applied inalienably
in.diminution of the nationaldebt, - > o o0
-+ The motion was then put and agreed to, - L

. Mr. Chancellor Pirt now moved the following refolu=
tions: R RN e
~+¢¢ That the fumof ‘ene million" per annum be granted ta

3

“ His Majefty, to be vefted in Conimiflioners, and tobé

“ by tdher'n applied to  the ‘reduétion - of ‘the national: debt,-
“and that the fame be charged upon and made. payable

#-out of the furplufles, excefles, i overplus monies, and other' .

D)

J

¢ revenues, compofing the fund- commonly called the fink=

¢“That towards the purpofe of fecuring ‘the faid annual
“-fum’ of one'million, evéry perfon in Great. Britain, who'
¢ fhall utter, vend, or expole to fale, any f{weet feents, -

¢ odours, or-perfumes, or any de‘ntifriccfsorf preparation for

¢ the teeth, or any pomatum,“vhia'ir-_ powder, or other:prepa~
#¢ ration for the hair, fhall annually ‘take out a licenfe ‘for

"¢ that purpofe.

“ That towards the fame purpofe, where the perfons fo .

¢ uttering ‘or vending fuch wares or articles, fhall ‘refide
¢ within the cities - of ‘London and Weftminfter, or within
¢ the diftance of the bills of mortality, on every fuch li=
¢ cenfe there- fhall'be charged a ftamp duty of five fhil-
“ Jings, e T T S A

-y .

. ¢ That towards the fam_e purpg')fe,_whgr'é the perfons fo -
¢ uttering or vending fuch. wares or articles, fhall refide in -

¢ any other part of Great Bfitain,: there fhall be charged on

. ¢ every fuch licenfe a ftamp duty of two- fhillings and fix
¢ pence. - U T SRR

¢ “T'hat ‘towards. the fame purpofe, for and upon every

¢ packet, bo;\c', bottle,  phial, or . other inclofure, that {hall

'$¢ contain ‘any fweet {cents, odours, ‘or. perfumes, or any
% dentifrice, or other preparation for the teeth,

or any po- .
# matym,

- amount ‘of the furplus upon the whole; exclufive of the cellor Pitt,




39

B

¢

1

41
Do

-\

~

<

LN

B
<

Lo

£

LR AN

€
éc
£
£

-~

4

B RS

€

(13

£

R

€

-~

<

e

[
€<
£

&

-

13

4. e U TR
L% .Tlmt towards the fame purpofe, a duty of fix pence be
laid-upon every gallon of fermented wort; “or wath, brewed.
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. where the price fhall exceed eight pence and not exceed

¢ That the rates ‘nowfeve'rally exifting upon battens: m,i , §
fix fhillings and cight pence for every hundréed battens, ﬁ

¢ future be comptited and paid. : S R RO
‘€. ’That towards the fame: purpofe, the fum of five pounds
for every hundred deals, containing {ix {core, fhall be the

#.rate’.according to-which the. feveral - duties heretofore

'-{héﬂ be- payable i
confummption, by any a@ or alts mow in. force, he difcon

¢ the fame. -
_ Iaid»kupo'_n every gallon of cider or perry, or other wafh or

~materials (except fuch as are

PARLIAMENTARY & 1986:

matum, hair. powder; or other preparation for the Kair;,
uttered, vended, or expofed to fale in Great Britain, where
the price or' value thereof fhall not exceed eight pence,
there fhall be charged a' ftamp duty of one penny; and.

“the price of -one fhilling, there {hall ‘be eharged a ftamp
duty of one penny halfpenny ; ‘and where the -price {hall: |
exceed one “thilling and fhall not exceed the price.of two.+ }i
ﬂ{illing‘s and fix pence, there fhall be charged a ﬁdmp dut'y., £
of three pesce ; and where the pricé fhall exceed two fhil-
lings and fix pence, and be under the price of five fhillings, |
there fhail be charged a ftamp duty of fix pence; and where |}
the price fhall be of the value of five fhillings, or upwards, |
there {hall be charged a ftamp duty of one fhilling., . . " |

deals do ceafe and determine.

¢ That towards the fame purpofe, the fum ,.o‘f f‘hrée' pounds

containing fix fcore, fhall be "the rate according to which:
the feveral duties heretofore payable on battens, - fhall i

.

i

payable on deals fhall in. future be computed and paid. .
“ "That the rates and duiies granted and impofed, or which:
upofi low. winesand fpirits, for home

ARG S5k e

T

tinged, :

or - made - for extracting - fpirits, for. home confumption,
from any ‘malt, corn, grain, or tilts, orany mixture with

¢ That towards the fame purpcﬁfe? a ‘auty{‘of five perice be
liquor made or brewed from any fort or kind of ‘Britifh
. bgfore mentioned) or from
any mixture therewith, for pxtg;;@igg {pirits for home
confumption, -~ 1. TR T o

¢ “That towards ‘the fame purpofe, a duty of nire pence
be laid upon eyery gillon of fermented wort or-wafh, made
or brewed from melaffes or fugar, or any mixture therewith, °
for extracting fpirits for home confurnption, B
¢ That towards ‘the fame purpofe, & duty of one {hilling
be laid upon every gallon of wafh compofed of foreign re-
fufed wine, or’ foreign cider, or ‘wath prepared from fo-
Rk S * reign

4 reign materials, except melafles and fugar, or any" mixture
¢ tHerewith, for extraéting {pirits for home confumption,” i

tion to know from the right honourable gentleman who pre- ney:

‘plied annually, in diminution of the national debt; ‘with all

- fund intended to be created to the payment of the debt of

- bufinefs: te which he wifhed to advert, and that was, the-in- = . -

-veady, and he was perfuaded, that if the intended increafe of

|1 . morals, ‘the health, the induflry, and the interefts of ‘his-

e e ey
o 0
! Bty ‘\
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‘The motieons pafled, and the Houfe adjourned,

~ o ' Thurfday, 30th March, s

. Mr. Gilbert having brought up the Repo}t of the Com- ‘
mittee-of Supply, it" was read a firft time, and’ ﬂ;g‘/’queﬁiggx‘; o
being put,  That thefe refolutions be read afecond time,”" - .
- Mr. Pulteney {aid, that it would give him- much fatisfac- Mr, Pylte
fided at the Board of T'reafury, whether the mjllion to be ap-

its accumulations. of compound intereft, &c. was'intended to
be appropriated folely to the payment of the prefent debt?

What he thould imagine as right would be to appropriate the

the nation, asit now ftoed, and in cafe of ‘oceafion arifing -

for @ new debt to be incurred, to create a new fund to be ap= -

plied in diminution of that new-debt. Such a {yftem would

prodiice the happieft confequences ; it would enable Govern-

ment to borrow money whenever it wanted a loan, on much: :
better terms than it otherwife could expect to do, and beget~ . v
ting cohfidence at home and abroad, it would give credit and :
chara&ter to the country. -There was another . part of the

tended inereafe of duty on fpirits; a meafure which he feared

would ‘operate in a dire@ly inverfe ratio to what the right

honourable gentleman conceived. - He doubted whether the

high priee of fpirits would not become injurious to the re-

venue, fince it appeared likely to operate almoft as forcibly

as a premium to the fmuggler. . L
Mr. Dempfler faid, that immenfe quantities of fpirits dif~ Mr. Derps

tilled in a neighbouring kingdom were run into Seotlaad al= %

duty took place, the quantity {fmuggled into that country
would inereafe beyond all credibility. He therefore depre-
gated the idex of adopting a meafure fo pernicious ‘to :the

countrymen.

- Mir."Chancellor Pitz exprefled his wifhes to receive the Mr. Chan~
fupport and affiftance of his honourable: friend (Mr. Pulte- cellov Pitn
ney) in putting into execution the detail of his plan, as he
knew how well_informed he was upon' the fubjet of the
Funds, and how anxious for the fuccefs of every meafure cal- = o
culated to.promote and eftablifh thie public credit. His quef- 5
tion was certainly very proper, and fuch as ought to be well.
confidered ; but it would prove the moft feafonable to enter
. : - upon

? o - .
. S~ 1
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en alpire after’ preforment 3 Firfl they wére

- _mipott that difcuffion before the Committee, As to-the convers § .. .
'fatioh,relative to the tax on {pirits, he imaginéd_fhat the twe | @Iﬁ}*f@‘df; S PIER 2IpHE alter pre Cthén Sheriffs: this )
- honourable gentlemen had rather a view to a particular. part Comiiton Coundilmien, thm‘D?P}? es; then, Sheriffs, then Al

of the kingdom than to the whole; but whatever might be derinien, and laftly’ Lord Magor’; and in . all this' what was ;o
" the cafe in Scotland, he hoped that the meafures to be pur-

Jmproper ? And where ‘was the giﬂﬁbiiifﬁ if an excellent
"{ued tocheck tlie contraband trade in general would have
Tufficient operatiofi fo give effect to the new tdx. ‘Lhe duty

workman: in ‘the _,do;ék Jard, or a fkilfiil clerk: in an ordnance N
“of fix pence to be added would be.one penny lefs than what

b;fﬁ‘ée;-idndgavc“;pring to gain prefernient?  Not would hie “coris

fedit that meénfo cirepmftanced thould be treated' fo unjuftly
: ill under confideration would ‘treat them, if it weie

i
g

_ * had formerly béen impofed, and that at 4 time when thié 3 Tav O3 b e e R I WETE
' - country “derived Her’ greateft . fevenue -from’ the article of ¥a law,:On thxs aecounth fele 18 }usdut J »tq‘o’p;_ (

§ the bill) afked whether the: HIgH( M. Drat,
¢ thie'workmen froim' the'dock yardsy and -+ -

Sir William . - Siv. William Cunynghasme faid, thiat the dutiés already im: - §

punyng-  pofed had ‘produced fuch ah effe®, that although there were i NN s Sty ,
Feme: - forinerly ming diftillers in the county which he hiad the ho - [f  301¢e them fo take fefuge in"the, dock yards' of ini |
' nour t6'reprefent, there Was not one at préfent. I Fr “CE&ZQ?‘F?f€?¢“é¥fY S_gam -1 e tioule had'no i |
M Jollife, M. Jolliff trufted thiit fill more effectual méasis thight b | ay their franchifes, aid: therefore the - fliould vote :
~ taken to diminifh the debt of the nation, His wifhes were )|  3gainft the bill | He refpected thic: worthy gentleman ‘who
Aor paying off at leaft three mitllions of tlie debt dnnually: [ é“&%m 3 upon: the H'{;.l;',]t; queftion;, bUt hecou]d “not bea
- not an impracticable. idéa, oh accowit of the ddvineed. pricé |} f e‘?d’ fo a ure’m h‘Ch ent to _dgp,;r,.l.Y?' ,_fe‘y.eg“g}; péople of i
. of the produce of land. ‘ SRR L | #H "vfrggcvlules‘;f”!:Ehg Houfe had pafied regulations for qualix- :
" The refolutions were agreed to by the Houfe, AT ey and admxttmgmembers info, Itielf, but ou o :
‘The order of the day being réad for the fecond feadingof §  Houie, he thought it fhould not 'be attempted to reftriét the :
the bill ‘introduced by My, Marfhiam, for disfranchifing alf §  Jiberties o
voters émployed by the Navy and Ordnairce Boards.. =~ g 5 e s TR DR TR e VR A
o Gaf- . M. Gafiopne rofe, and aflced what aathérity that Houfe [} hich' the luxuriant, branchiss fhould' be:
oyne - poflefled to’ take'away “any ‘man’s franchife?  He knew. of H 1e¢, but hie neyer _:.u_ld;d;’,‘;ﬁre,;_thf;,bl_‘at}q_be§ ofthe free, o
-none. He had voted againft the bill of an honourable gen= to be leaflefs, ror " the 't 7kf’c1pped. W hen t»llfi ;vote was
tleman’ (Mr. Crewe) to take away the franchife of tle re- } paiied, arng: thﬂthe ;nﬂp‘e}}c_ﬁ? Of t]?e:’ Crown had m=
venue officets for the fame reafons that he fhould vote againft  f§  greafed, Jr’f’?%‘.‘,_{v.cr?éﬁng, .and, ought- o b?f; dinfiii fhed, Mr. R
this, becaufé he condemned the. principle. “What ftation i Crewe blllwas 1heref"ult,buttl ;,t“h__app‘eg}?d n 3 "_dl‘:’!dédg; - S
-~ life, in public life.at leaft, was exempted from a wifh to ad< |4 undecidéd Ad_f«.ﬁv"ﬁrf?‘ﬁ‘;f’;n’,. whgir};tl';le-‘;jljlg};fg_yygg f‘%arf?le‘ con-
- vantage.itfelf through thé medium of Government? And [ . .# dent of the due r elidnce it hata’ ”‘g}}lt?.t o, repofe m.\Aémh
. .~ was it thete difhonourable to endeavour. to arrive at prefer- ?”-ﬁ,r?t!o!“;_:u}{.‘f was not -3-1W-3~YS, 1?4"1%159’%‘;%-.;”? his op inion to
" ment through that powerful influence? If it was itiiproper ?h‘::ulit?m%t@’ Vl?Wn‘_)f"}’s‘,j}'f‘})gffon Y?ed‘bi?”'l’f'“: mﬁn{entmm; but .
in one rank of life, it was equally improper in another ; 'and - “to pr;opo‘)feiz.l:n'?}ltqmaﬂye}o d4.man, between - his inte-eft and K
when a reform was fet about, it ought not'to be partial, but ;}‘S duty, was cruyel, Z.gh-e,WZ“@CGI;WI?? hvedm the €0 qth;)_r, - '
i general.  Gentlemen - were anxious of preferment through’ bng,frg@s_,&muﬂ;noV_Vf,"bgt deprived of hlsbuthnght Whatr-;l_s; - .
3 _ the'three different profeffions of the army, the navy, and the’ the 'to be done ?'H‘?,m“ﬁ' retire; to “another ?hm?‘FEj‘, . O“t
:f{ law.~ Was there ani Enfign who did riot” wifh to he 4 Lietu~ enemies will eceive A’_}ou_r‘_:;fhx“p v~13111]:<3§:r_s,_ Who muﬂ _vbi'e::d'rlvenf
i ~ tenant, a Lieutenant a Captain of .a Company, a Captain a “from 9’5».?{3( d"P"V‘“g them of their 1_!be ties atfh‘(])]me[;"u o Macs
, f};  Major, a Mz’zjo; a Colonel, a Colonel to have a regiment, 1,2 Mm_’/fmm ‘fg?lll.?gu}e'd t;h“, t}:hq‘ obg_e?c of the bill was B ;;n. are;
Wl and thenbecome a Getleral > In like manierin the fea fer- | ?9,\90'?:{?‘3‘:3,_f?"Y‘_m?’.¢a¢“a not to, mﬂlgf ?,,PFI}‘{th,”?_; t_o-c}Q ho'™™
e vice; and again, in the law, was there a Barriftér who didriot- -}  1jury; but grant an obligation. .. The ‘objects of it; he was &
}{ ' languifh for a filk'gown, a filk gown t6 .be a Welch Jﬁdgé," a [ per fu"‘aeda f'e;l‘F; thgmfelveg rel;leved'._from, al_})‘g‘rd’en after it vay . §
! y ' afled, 'What right had gentlemeit to coniceive the bill would o

Welch Judge to be Attorney or Solicitor General, and after
that to be a Baron of the ‘Exchequer, or a Chief Juftice
And how were thefe purfuits, perfetly honourable, to'be ac-
! ! o +* eomplithed but by the influence of the Crown? FEven in the
| ‘ ‘ ‘ S ' city,,

g deemed a hardfhip by, the. objects of it? Where were the'

{ “titions againft it?” Had ariy one petition' beén prefented to.

, :hat Houfe againft it? Gentlerien well kriew the bill had been”
n agitation fome time; and that no one petition had béen fent!

Sensis
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up. againft it, he' was warr anted tﬁerpfofefin«plfefuming the | however, on the prefent occafion, he fhould pro};ab‘iy /vote "
objects of the bill were rather pleafed than difpleafed with it. with him, The honourable gentleman had- gone-into age .
He knew that the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft wag neral reafoning on the unconftitutional tendency of deprwmg -

- truly actuated by the beft of motives. ' But why call the § any perfon, of defcription of perfons whatfoever, -qf 'th¢lf o
adminiftration of the'noble Masquis,‘l_no‘w 1o more, an -inters right of voting ; for his own part, he fhould' 1nofc‘wﬂ'lam.gly'v
regnum? FHe was certain that the principles-of that noble~ i admit, that a deprivation of that fort was a thing to which re-

man were fich as deferved the higheft applaufe from -his
‘€ountry. His maxims of -government-were.to procure’the |
" applaufe and cosieurrence. of the wileft and beft' men in the - ‘ ; ence
. - kingdom, and it was in his patriotic adminiftration . that .the Parliament, that certain claffes of men {hould be_‘perm-ltted'
., former bill had pafled.. If abufes, which it-was declared ex~ [ to vote. . To deny this doétrine would be to deny 'th,at’the/‘
" ifted, he knew no ‘higher authority to govern the proceedings. regulations, which marked out.and limited the qualifications *,
of that Houfe than the Houfe itfelf. ~ Abufes exifted by.the. | ef voters, were judtifiable or fl»égafl... The r;c;‘ﬁ'néhon 1mpofeq
influence which was known to be exerted in the dock yardsy * by the bill on theofficers of fex_cr{fe and cuftoms, was one
for gaining votes to return favourite members to Parliament 3 widely different, as well in itfelf as in its C1rcAumﬁances,~ern}
| that now propofed tobe exténded to the {ervants of the navy

- - and.fuch people were preferred to-thefe flations as were. able - - _ , navy
| ~ toferve a purpofe. He had the opinion of a ver y-able and, and ordnance, . He had himfelf voted for that aét, and he did

“courfe ought as {eldom as poflible to be had, and never, but in
cafes of greatneceflity, where it appeared. abfolutely inconfif-
tent with the freedom of eletion, and the indepéndence of

experienced fea officer, ho aflured him that fome of the moft: not repent. But when the honourable gentleman called up-~
. able and handy.workmen were unemployed, whilk people of onfuch peérfons as had fupported the former mea’fujx*e'tq give
inferior merit were preferred, This was an heart-breaking. | their affiftance to the prefent, on the idea of confiftericy of
circumflance; no petitiqus were prefented againtt the billby, || - condutt, he feemed to him to have confounded together two
thofe interefted, and he thought, if thofe people were anxious: - ~ objeétsin themfelves extremely difcordant ; for he coplx;l fee . .
about their votes, they would have addrefled Parliament.  f} fo broad a difference between thé two cafes as would fully

reconcile him to the rejection of the one, without abandoning
- any of thofe principles which had induced him %o'fuppo‘rt the
. . ~other.” At the pericd in. 'which. Mr. Crewe’s-bill was intro=
aflsed « where were the petitions againfl the bill¥? That’ duced, the-Houfe had very fufficient grounds for proceeding . -
. (lueﬂ:ign heWOuld aanez’;by Zlﬂill]g‘ "(G Where We}e th\e petl-' ) | ) in the buﬁnef§ in-the manner in Wh].Ch ’cheydid--a ﬂlm‘t .
tions for- g+ He added, that of the noble Mal-qui,s_,@#? 3 time ‘before it had come to a refolution, whxch_.the cg'cum;’ ,
; Rockingham) Lis heart, fo highly did he think of himinpri-. | ftances of the times fully warranted; ““that the ';gﬂuence‘ of
vate and public life, compelled him tofays. T -« the Crown had increafed, was increafing, and Oi}ght to be .-

e ‘ it b | ¢ dimtnithed.” * The truth of this pofition was indeed to® = <
‘apparent from the hiftory of - the times, and the ;pgoPlc had
‘tmbibed a convi¢tion that the Houfe of Commons, under the

* operation of that influence, were induced to lend their affift-
ance towards-the carrying on a moft ruinous and dxfgraceﬁ}l
“war; after it had long ceafed to be, what he” much feared it
‘once had been, a favourite with: the nation. ~The pb]fe& of

© M. Crewé's bill was to give effet and life to the.prmmple,of ,
that refolution, which otherwife muft bave remained a dead.
Jetter on the Journals, - Nothing certainly could have been
better calculated to reduce that influence of the"C_rown? o
much complained of as a grievance, than the reftriCtions im~
pbfed on the'oﬁi'cér‘s\of the revenue bly' that bill; but was it

~ to be laid down as a rule, that becaufe it was neceﬂ*a‘ry to re-

" duce the influence of the Crown to'a certain level, it would
of “courfe be an aétof inconfiftencyto refufeto reduce it f_a;f
ther? If indeed the principle had been eftablithed, that Aghe |
e R TR influence,, -

Butif Miniftry were. x}goj:,.'ffriendsA'to“thefp‘rj‘ppiple of the bill;.
.~ why notavow it, and give it adirect oppofition, . R
M. Drake. . Mr, Drake obferved, that the honourable gentleman .had

T

' - Quands wlluin invenict paren 7
o S Muliis ille quidem flebilis occidir? o
i T S Nullis febilior quam tib1” —= ac mihb. -

s

Me Chan- - Mi: Chancellor Pire. faid, that he thought' it neceffary te.
ellor Pitt. make fome obfervations on’ a' tranfaction of the moble Duke: .
' at the-head of the ordnance; with refpeél to certain favings.
and retrenchmepts in the expenditure of his office.. It had:
now been {tated, that the defence alledged in favour of ‘the:no-.
ble Duke ‘was, that lie had ‘only aéted as his predéceflors hads
done befores-but he perfe@ly remembered that no. fuch - de-,
fence had been made, but that, on thé contriry, he had been.
vindicated on the very grounds of his having differed with his-
predeceflorsin office.” , T
. Withirefpect to the queftion before the Houfe, Ke prgfeﬁ?gg‘ﬁ*;,
that he could by no meang agree in prineiple with an honou<; ¢
~gable gentiénan (Mr, Gafcoy ne) who?had- fpokeir againft it;:
T " howevery,




~ eefsful, then the obje for whicl it was adopted hecame ob-

force a farther proceediiig, unlefs it were contended that the
L dlmmvution,'all_ready‘ef?eél‘,cd,_ was not fufficient,‘But’ it was

of juftice and of crighty 9y was on’cther ‘grounds ‘much

 exterifion of the ‘public.

~material difcrimination to be obferved fro

- whole kingdom g whereas thé . workmen belonging. to. the

s . ¥
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influctice.of the Crown ought to be completely defiroyed and |1 dom, chiefly on the coaft of Kent, Southampton, Devons
pve‘rt_urpe&, -:('Whvl.ch,; b‘_y thglg-yg was certainly’ tri€in matters fhite, and Cornwall, and even on ‘thofe to a few {pots.. Bug
of g}_,lfgéhjgn,) t?)_gn each'ftep would pe an argument in favour { another ‘diftin&ion, and the moft ftriking of all, between’
of the fucceeding one, and the charge of inconfiftency would | ‘thofe perfons, was, that the revenue officers were completely

’have fairly applie againtt thofe who, having ‘confented to'ge: B under the influence of Government, which could either ferve
cer_talﬁ_’l¢11gt,!§si thould dt;'chnf? to'go the whole The reafod ~ '} them as their patron, or by depriving them: of their employ-~
for pafling that act'then, was’the r.ecef; ty of reducing the ina | ments; reduce them to-beggary ; and therefore, having no re-

Hluence of the Crown, " Had that bé‘en:a‘cc‘qu")lifhéil'?* Ifnot,. fource, they' were under a neceffity of fubmitting to the dicd

why‘extéi}d‘_tb Ti"{g"@ltéﬁ compafs:an’ invidious diftinction; - tates of thofe who had the power . of Tuining. them, if re-
which having nothihg 'tO.,ﬁ..lPP,O-l‘,t-ﬁl?b,t?f"J"tfs: neceflity, and. bes fraCtory. But on the contrary, the perfons employed in the
heficial operation, muft-Jofe all thadow of “propriety, "if that l] departments now under confideration had no reafon even to

operationhould be found to fail., “But if it had proved fuds {{ thank their employers; fof, by. going into the fervice of a
il merchant, they might earn as comfortable a-livelihood as they

tained, angd the influence of the © ‘rown’ was diminiflied. Nog .

could thé argumeiic-of confifténcy be an y tonger ufed to ens.
' ‘dom, thélx‘e_, was nct'a maritime nation in the world 'which
would not be ready to receive them ; and thus the benefit of

3
#

not fo muchon thofe grotinds; “for he was willing to admit

y hi}t any "i"{’ﬂué’,‘ic_éi}fv}}5’Yf<>¢ve;'7: remaining in”the ‘Crown, iy 4 their (kill and induftry would not only become loft to this -
mgtters,ofglg("zlgn, might be eﬁe&m!{y done away as mucli j ‘country, but thrown into the fcale of our rivals, or perhaps
as 1t 'was poflible, and would be confiftent withi the piinciples ! ‘our enemiés. “Had there ever happened any real caufe of

uftic ’ ‘ complaint againft any of :the perfons belonging to this clafs,
frronger:and more impfegnable that his objeQions to'the pres

fentbill were founded, . if any ‘defcriptjons of® men whatfos .
ever ‘were improper," from ‘the natore of their fitdations, ta
have any h; 1at Ho

et

tions > “*Theland viGtory of an honourable officer had been
mentioned with triomph; but did that triumph -argue any

itz

IR

thare in the conftitution of ‘that Houfe,' it was thd
very men who had been exchided from' tHat privilege by Mr! .
Cre,fve’slbiﬂ', while, dn the contrary, there were none more de<
ferving of fucha privilege than ‘thofe whomn it wagnow pres I who were the reprefentatives for thofe counties to which this

Tt

in the colle@tion of thefpubl;ic"-rcvénue, ‘it folowed that; the
extenfion of the | ¢ burdens muft be conducivé to theif
private interefls, ‘'and therefoie they were the 'mof,f:-‘jmpropex[‘ﬁ

pofed to deprive of it, “<'The former perfons being’ concerned, | fuppofed”influence was wholly co'ﬁ;ﬁne_d_. - Were ‘they fuch
1 as a Government poflefled of influénce, and withing to ufe

ity would be defirous of countenancing? No! From their

wifh to keep out”of that” Houfe:’ ' But it had ‘been argued
that, among the numbers ‘of perfons ‘belonging ro thofe de~

much as poflible the decumulation of "impofitions on' the peo+.
partments, there ‘were, comparatively, but few poflefled-of a

pIeHow 'diﬁégen_t then in this point efiview were the fitns
gFélo‘ns_gf ‘the two’ clafles of mien-—the oné fatténed on. the
diftrefles of the country, the ‘other earning 2 livelihood by

_ : m this cireomitance;
that” the ‘officers. of the ‘excife’ and, cuftoms’ Were-"“'dviv-f})«ez?'fé&;' :
over every part.of the ifland; there was not 2 fiook or cornet:
of 'it“in‘Whi,c,h‘fo:h_e; of them were not to ‘be. found; andlm
many places alfo. they Weré,CQI,Ie,é-}eéf;tog\étherfin};igrear nums
bers, and fo' formed a fort of phalanx -which- covered: the

terial injury~'would be done by ‘figmatizing a.moft ufeful,
nay,-an irivaliiable body“of meen, ‘and confequently giving
|| them caufe for ill humour and di feontents,” which: might lead
i 1o the moft-dangerous arid deftrutive effeéts, ¥~ ¢ . - ¢

" Sotiie: honourable. members had_thought propér to dwell

\

erdnance and,navy were ¢onfined to a few: pasts of the kings but did they. mean. this a a-ftep t0 3. parliamentary; reform
S : ST I B A O s 'd-oms ’ e e TR B T S ..-t'zy;' T Ig

could'in the fervice of the Public ; and fhould they be exaf-,
perated by any ill treatment in confequence of non compli-
atice with the mandate of their fuperiors to leave the king~

for fubmitting to take their orders from Government atelec~' .

thing ‘but this? Either that the influence of Government
had not becn, exercifed at all, or, if it had, that it had been
exercifed ineffectually. ;" Gentleman would pleafe to confider

private i 18, 2 refore they we ‘ : ~independerice; as” well in foitune as in principles, they were |
~ perfons to be intrufted w ith a poiver of eledting thié members - | the very“men wlom; 'of all others, fuch a Government would
- of ‘an “aflembly, whole principal duty it was to prevent as 4

right of voting. ¥ This, he appréhénded, was a ftrong objec<
HILTENCS O] icoul i tion againfl the meafure, becaufe the evil, &ven if it exifted in -
¢ontributing to its defence!: - Befides. this; ithere was another | dts utmoft-poffible. degree, miifk yet be. extremely infignifi- .
4 ‘eant ;- 'whereas, by applying the.remedy now propofed, a ma~

much ‘upcn: the fabject ‘of the borough: of Queenborough
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If they did, Lie fhould go hand -in hand with them, provided
- that the borough in queftion was really fo defe@ive in its con~
“flitution as to call for reformation.” He knew well that
there were but too many boroughs, againft which fimilar
complaints might with juftice be alledged ; and in going to
the reformation of Queenborough, he fhould only regret that
© it was a limited inftead of a full remedy of that vice of our
eonftitution, and ‘the unfair and. partial mode of eleétion of
_members of Parliament!  Let it be avowed whether fuch -
was the defign ; for, however he might be difatisfied at the
trifling extent of the reformation, he fhould notwithftanding " |/
gladly embrace it as a beginning, Yet. gentlemen -fhould
- take care whether by thus depriving a part of the ele@ors for
‘that borough of their' franchifes, they might not add to the:
@vil which they meant to cure ; whether. they ‘would not fo
for diminifh the numbers of the eleCors, as to leave the |
difpofal of the efé&ipn in the hands of either fome powerful - }
man in the neighbourhiood, or of a petty corporation, a prey
to the moft open and profligate venality, by which-the very
Worft fort of members might become introduced into that
Houfe, If it could, however; be made appear-that there had
really exifted any abufes in the ele&ﬁons for Queenborough-
which called for prevention, there was a method of ‘doing
. away all danger of their recurring again, and at the' fame
‘time of avoiding the bad confequiences of throwing the whole
power into the'hands of a few ; and this was a methdd that
~he fhould be happy to {ee adopted in more inftances than thag
of Queenborough—the extending, inflead of “contradling,
the privilege of ‘voting, as in the cafe of New Shoréham, #
© Such were his fentiments and, confiftently. with thefe, he -}
fhould flot hefitate to meet with an oppofing voice any act
which menaced to deprive of the immunities'of Britifh citix

R

zens a multitude of valuable isidividuals, + ~

°_ Mr. Fox conténded, that when the right honourable gen-
tleman who {poke Iaft' threw out infinuations againft the bo-
fough of Queenhorough, he feemed labouring, but vainly, to
. bring difcredit againft -the honourable framer of the bill, ag
" if he wifhed to deftroy the influence of the Crown over ity
only for the purpofe of transferring the borough''to gne or
tnore private individuals. - The right honourable gentletnan.
had at firft feemed to imagine. that there was fomeji;de"féféé"pﬁ
influence proper to remain inthe Crown, but hé had’ after~
ards recanted, and acknowledged that no- fuchinfluence
~ ought at all to exift ; and if thus, the'whole. of : the right ho~ .
nourable gentleman’s argnment, on ‘the - fubject: of sconfife.
“tency, went for.nothing, forit-was founded on the, do&trine,
that however proper it. might have been to diminifh the influz |4
gnce of -the Crown,’ yet it mpight alfo.prove inexpedient éri<' |

NE
i
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tireiy. to deftroy it. . This, however, being given. up by the
right honourable gentleman, the.whole force of the charge

| of inconfiftency would come home to him- if . he perfifted in

the oppofition.. If depriving the:officers of the revenue of -
the right of ‘voting tended 20, reduce the influence of ‘the
Lrown over elections, the depriving thofe other fervants of the -

Crown of the fame right muft neceflarily reduce it fill far«
ther; and by the right honourable: gentleman’s:own acknow-.

ledgement, it coyld not become reduced  too Jow, becaufe it
" ought to; be wholly: and completely abolifhed. "The right -

honourable gentleman had preteided to make a diftinGion be~" -

tween the different. perfons, concerried.in  the former and -the.

I prefent bill; he had firft diftinguifhed, them by:the circum-"
ftance of .one body being, extended over the whole. kingdom,

and the other being confined to a few places. He Thould.not

-take upon himfelf to fay whichof the two bodies of men

were moft dangerots, but he would affert that the right ho-
- nourable gentleman’s argument: only went to thew, that the

officers. of the revenue were a more. dangerous fet of voters,
from being .more diffufed and numerous, than the fervants of

 the ordnance.and navy.. Yet this argument, admitting it

0 be true, did not reach the principle of the meafure, but
only tended:to prove, that although it was neceflary aud pro-'

per, yet.it was. not {o: neceflary or fo proper as ‘the “former:
regulation. . He had alfo ventured to {ay, that no bad effeéts

‘were ever felt from the interference of thofe' men in elections
~under,:the . influence of Government. . ‘There had been no

conteft for the county of Kent for'many. years back, and he
hoped, while the prefent gentlemen continued to offer them~

Afelves, that. no influence would be able to defeat them § but in

‘the county of Southampton, there had been a moft violent.

conteft a few ‘years back : and \no gentleman who remem- -
bered the circumflances of the election would pretend te

fay, that no influence-was ufed by Government on the peo-
ple employed in the dock yards.” The idea of arguing, that

becauyfe the exercife of influence had been unfuccefsful, the
was too.ridiculous for ves

influence itfelf ‘could not exift; iculor e
probation ; and on this occafion he fhould inftance the cafes
of .two honourable baronets, (Sir. Henry Fletcher and Sir

| James Lowther,) in which the former triumphed over the

fatter in an eletion for Cumberland, and yet no peifori could
fay, th:

D

ﬁpon their charaCters, Would any gentleman -ventire to
avow, that in depriving thé offiders of excife of this right,

lie intended to*affix a brand on.that very ufeful body of men?

~. o™
~

| t the latter had no influence in the county of ‘Cum-
berland. . The right honourable gentleman had objefted to
- the exclufion of thofe perfons from the right of voting at
elections, on,the fuppofitioni that it'would prove a ftigma

- Wak
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Lord Mul-
. gravc\.

Was it alfb to Be alledged that the-exclufion of thofe per=
fong, in whom the higheft conﬁdence ‘was placed the coms

miffioners ‘of e¥c1fe and ¢uftoms, was intended as_ a fhgma

upon, them ? If it were; that fide of the Houfe would indeed
deferve all the ill language and all the calumnies which. had
been thrown upon them by theright honourable gentleman,
But it was contendedy that the advantage refulting from thig
regulation: would ‘prove very much confined; becaufe very,
few of the perfons concerned had a right of votmg The
{ame argument would have applied to the-excife ang cuﬂom»

houfe officers; becaufe very few of them enjoyed: that | privi~

lege. It ‘was difficult to avoid fmllmg at the idea of fup=
‘pofing that-the* artlzans, if deprived of their votes at elec4
tions, would go to forelgn countries: in refentment. - What
were: they to-do abroad - Were théy to have voices, in the a ap<.

~ pointment of members of Parliamentin F rance?® Were they.
%o influence the elections of: Spain-> or were thej,r to look for *
a fhare in the ariftocracy of ‘Holland? . The- 1nﬂuence of the -

Crown had not; in any degree, decrea{ed fince the time'in

k'Wthh the  celebrated refolution was enteved mto by’ that" ‘
Houfe. - The circumitances of thé late’ chianges; on-thie cony,

trary, too-plainly proved that this infliencé had, continue
moft rapidly to-increafe in-fuch a‘degree 'ast6 g every true

friend to'the conftitutioh with: the moft-alarming apprehen-ﬁ' ’
fions.: - For the purpofe therefore of bringirig back fuch’ ar

enormous influence within the bounds of* moderatlon, and"
not only to prevent the objedts of the* bill from contlnuing
in a ftate of fervitude under the improper violence: of minif<

terial power, and to infpire them with-the more pleaﬁng and

independent idea that; not to their venal Yotes in  favour: of
fecretly- difapproved: reprefentatives, bt to- their- profeffional’
merit they muft look for preferment; he was refoived to meet
the bill with his fincere concurrence. = :
Lord! Mulgrave obferved, that the right honourable gen I
man who fpoke laft; wandering from the fair'field of " argu-,
menty had ‘intermingled- his: rem"uks with' erfonal attacks

pE
-againft- the minifters; ‘but théir two chard&ters were before

* the public, who, ‘would, decide upon thejr refpeéhve meritse-

The objects of the bill were prax(e—woxthy forniot havmg pé=’
titioned the Houfe ; and therefore their. intérefts ought not.

to fall lefs under thelr ‘confideration. - As to the condu¥ 'of
a noble Lord (the Earl of Sandwich) while 4 -the Admiralty;
Board it was more thari-defenfible. -But Whp, indeed, had’
gver dared to grant a' workman preferment -when it was hig’

turn, merely onjaccount of his “ele@ion intereft ? The mati’
who' did fo deférvéd. to die upon the fcaffold. ' In cOncluﬁong

Lord Mulgrwe declared r.hat: he ﬁlourd Votc agam& the bill,, -
- - _ faecaufq
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power. were | reduted .1 fome petty cotporations; -if by fuch. -
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becaufe he regarded it as hoftile to the. pnnc:plés ef tlie con
{fticution.- ;

- Mr. "Fiim:r. I:Tone) uuoad mamtamed t]mt the b)ll could no* Mr. I’:Imc;v
be faid ta take away;a fr anchife from a dock+yard workman; HO"':)-
becaufe that couldnot  be. terined a. franchife, swhich . the Wooes

~ hioldet swis not peumtted to exercife . ﬁee]y He faw; with
~ pain, that. the right- ‘honoutable, gentleman’ who yoted for

Mr. Crexves bill; “tontended agami’c the bill theu before the L

‘Houfe ; but from. bis referve upon the fub_]e&vat ﬁlf’t he
}dre wled: fuch a. proceeding. " ..

5 Mr. Rolle {aid that he Had voted fo; 'AN[X CrCWe 3 ble be~ Mt Rolig.

"_cauie at that time: he was of 0pmlon hiat - -the, mﬂuence of
~ the Crown. W3s too great;; and that-it. cought. to be dlmlmfhed, .
.bemg at prefent.of: a; contx:\ry opinion, . aml thmkmg the bxll r

an unjuft bill, he fhould vote againft.iti~ -
< Mr. Courtenay fdid, ~that. a.. noble Lord (I oxd Mulgrave) M COI,,.,.

Thad, uiged adnoft extraordmaly .arguinent on the.queftion ; tenaje

bt he had tdo: ,hlgh ah efteem . for the noble, Lord’s db)]ltl€§ e

“to. think’ hxm gfenous; fory the noble ‘Lotd had -exprefled
-great. anxnety left-thie conﬁxtutlon of the country ‘might. be -
endangeted;: and  our. rights and liberties deftroyed, if this
bill: were paﬁLd loto.a, law 3 as. the large body of wokaen_j.

in.the; dock, yards, and ordnance artlﬁccrs, mlght, at fome -

future perlod from méie- refentmenr, take a deci ded part with

the Crown, and -épable fome  ambitious monarch to efta~ - -

blifh, déf‘potlfm and: arbitrary power | The, noble Lord had.

3lfo. exp]amed dnd ameénded a,pofition’ of the Chancellor of -
theExchequer, and maintained exadlly. the fame principle and

" the fame; argument; by afferting ‘that, ir .woul {d be of no ad- -

vantave ‘to the: counny if the mﬂuence of . the executive -

;‘,means the mﬂuence Was transférred to- Tome- ]eadmg gentle-

men of fortune in. the: nelghhourhood The fallacy of this
argument,.. .and. the obvious diftin&ion, between: the two,
kales-wis {0 | 1pp1rent that he ﬂxould not mxfpend the tie of
the. Houfe in ;pointing them-out,;but proceed on-a, princi~,
ple more’confonant to the: profeflions. of the Chancellor of
the Excleguer; :and he fhould expéct. the right honoumbl§

“Gentlemai’s: fuppiort; ; when he: had proved {which he trufte

‘he hould be able to, do) that, the-noble Duke at the head. of
the’ oxdnance Javithed away the. publi¢ money; 1o maintain, .
hls intéreft ihtlie borough of . Queenborough. He had.on
formex otcaﬁon ﬁﬁted that a faving of- zooolg,on tbe'repoxt‘
@f the fupexmtendmt of fhlpping, smight.have been miade by

: adoptmg the .{fcheme. propofed and. recoimmended. ~ An-hos -

nourable gentleman (the Surveyor. General of the Ordnance)
had, mdeed aﬁ'erted,, that. the ar rangement was not adopted '

becaufe it wppe‘ued to. “the nobleDuke and the Board both
VOL. ,6;} N . cxpenﬁ%
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convinced that the building barges, &c. and difpofing of thé

Queenborough boats, would, in the firft inftance, coft 30001,
yet the advance of the principal was amply compenfated by

~an annual faving of 2000l ' In fa&, it was gaining 1850l. a

ear by paying 130l intereft. : This faving, trifling as it
?night gp}ia}l"‘, ao’uld,— on thé Chancelior of gthgs’Exch%aquer’s‘_
¢alculation; at.compound intereft, pay off -the national debt
in five or fix hundred years, which period, long as it might
{eem, was no more than. an hourin the exiftence of a natfon.
Mr. Courtenay faid, that the late Mafter General of the Ord-

nance (Vifcount Townfhend) had proceeded on a fuggeftion

.

of the noble Duke’s in retrenching the expente of the’ Queen< -
~ borough' riaval eftablithment ; for! the noble Duke himfelf;
An the year 1782, glowing with all the zeal of patriotic refor= -

mation, and the hopes of coming into office, had, in one of -

- his declamatéry invetives, pointed out “Queenborough as a-

firiking inftance of the corrupt: practices purfued by Admini~
ftration, :and of the lavifh- expenditure of the public money

by the ordnance, to bribe the electors of that borough. “On - i
that ground, the late Mafter General (Vifcount Townthend)

had ordered an: inquiry—had ' received its' fuperintendant’s

- Yeport; and was determined to carry his plan into execution,. !
and had actually given him exprefs and decifive orders to’do- -
-{o on the 19th and 20th of December.

‘On thefe orders, the
Superintendant had actually proceeded, when the noble Duké
thought proper to countermand him s and there the mattet
Tl refled. - The Surveyor General had faid, that the late

~ Board had themfelves puta ftop to the bufinefs on the 23d of

- December ; this Mr, Courtenay apprehended ‘was a miftakey
- as they had not atted officially after the 20th, | Probably the

“iftake arofe from. this, that the noble Duke, eager (as he al= .

. Ways was) to ferve his country, ‘and to proceed’ immediately.

on bufinefs, ‘had, after kiffing hands, gone immediately down;
to the board réom, and entered a minute “on his own autho~

ity; to check thie officious zeal of the- Superintendant, 'and

fave the loyal freemen of- Queenborough from deftrution. -
“The honourable gentleman, ( Mr. Luttrell) ‘not.perhaps being

~acquainted with the official impetuofity and precipitation of:

the noble. Duke, had, probably enough fuppofed, - that the
order of .the 23d of December had been ‘givén by the late
Board. On the clofeft ‘examination, Mr. Courtenay appre~
hended this would be found firiCtty and corre@ly ' the fa&
but, as he was informed, and from good authority, the noble
Duke’s kindnefs. to' this moft favoured ‘borough had’ not

~flopped thére : he had fince, preferably, employed the Queen=

borough - failmakers," and thipbuilders in’ the repair of the
erdnance veflels, perhaps becaufe they had offered Ilower’

_ : A.-~i.786‘a
. éxpenfive and ufelefs. .Still, Mr. Courtenay faid, he was

 after, the noble Duke wrote a letter, (which Mr. Courtenay
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: . but this was not done by public advertifement, though
:ﬁremso’bleul)uke had grounded a libel on the late Board for

" not purfuing this mode, and m'ade"a panegyric on himfelf for

i iably adopting it, -~ : ) - 3
xmﬁ;ﬁ C};ﬁrté}r)xaygnow begged leave to call on thé attention

 of the Houfe, as he would ftate a fa& which would thew in

he ftrongeft light the noble Duke’s prafice /cc?x'ltr.aﬁe‘(_l with
;Iil:,'p:ofelg{riions.% as he {feemed to have a ftrong inclination to

“lay out the money of the Public, not alone to influence: the .

eleGtors at Queenborough, but likewife to.purchafe a feat for

" one of his friends. in. that Houfe.. The fa& he alluded to -

was this : when the noble Duke firft came into office, Sir C.\
Frederick, who had ferved in the ordnance above forty yeats,

lied to the noble Duke for his recommendation to the .-
- ;&%; for fome adequate provifion for. his long and faithfal *
. fer.vic’es. ."The noble Duke’s anfwer was very proper :.he faid,

that certainly hé could not comply with Sir Charles’s requeft,

‘as_he had heard injurious repofts of his official condu, when

a&ing as Surveyor General at the Ordnance. Some time

d faid he was happy to find, on a ftriét inquiry,
it]}?gtfe:]?)'th%r{)’e reports- were falfe and groundlefs, and there~ -

 fore he had récommiended him to the King, for a penfion of .

soql, on the fuperannuated lift, Withqut ever _menticzning a
word, or even-annexing any condition of Sir Charles’s vaca~
-ting his {eat in. Parliament. . However, when_the paper, fig-
nifying His Majefty’s pleafure, was to be drawn up, it was {o

© judicioufly and- artfully worded, - that Sir Charles’s feat was'

bfolutely vacated, on higacéepting this “gracious 'proviﬁon
?c‘ir (;“us (fo?;g' and faalthful\fervilc;es. _An honourable member of
the Holifé,' (M. Kenrick) at that time one of.tlle,Board_ af v
kOrd'nancev, “knowing Sir Charles’s intention, objefted :to the

form in which the paper was drawn up, as unneceffar y> and -
contrary to precedent on fimilar occafions, But finding his -
. honourable and fpirited remonftrances in vain, as the bnly

refource, he acquainted his friend Sir Charles of the fact, who
had juft time to come down to thie Foufe to prevent a vacancy
being declared, and a new writ iffaed for Queenborough.
The noble Duke, in confequence of this, prevented the King’s

gracious - intention  from taking place, and Sir Charles was - .

deprived of any provifion until a change of Adminiftration
tgglzl";)?ace:, MX pCourtenay declared his refolution to vote
for the bill, - '

. Sir Charles Jlﬂddl’etan faid, -that he fhould vote againft f'th‘e,silz €harles
. _inotion, the more particularly on account of a number of Middicton.

young men, fome of whom were now:apprentices, and others

~ had ferved their time in the yards: Many of thefe werethe
fons. of freemen in'the neighbouring boroughs, or entitled, to
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fimall ‘freeholds in the 1ieighb011rinf§ | counties.’” Sir Charles’

argued that - it ‘would’ be exceedingly wrong, confidered as .
thatter of policy, to ‘ftrip the franchifé from this - body “6f
men, for noother reafon but becaufe they belong to the dock
tyards, * He'" ftated, that. thofe ufeful y'c;tjbg’,m'en“Wlio were
- paid but 25, 4d. per diem, ‘would, if. they were cruelly and
unjuftly disfranchifed of ‘the right ting,
from the feryice, and dttach- themfelves ‘to the merchants?

-yards.

¢ Mr. Steele. * M. Sjeelz charged Mr. Courtenay with tttering éaluimnieg

Mr. Cour- " Mr,

fepay.

, perfiftiin deing fo. "The letter he alluded to from the noble ~ * |
Charles Frederick, he had read; it 'was ftill ex-

againft the rfoble Duke, :t,o"w\ho'm' be had alluded.” He ftated,

of voting, certainly fly -

+that Sir Charles Frederick had pleadeé”e)ét_r'eme poverty, and

afked the noble Duke to procure him a penfion. "The Duke
- dids but it was deemed incompatible for him to it in Par<
Jiament with a penfion. < The reafon affigned by Sir Charlés
for ndt quitting his feat, wis, hé was {o poor that he was

afraid of the Tleet, or ‘the King’s-Bench Prifon,” Mr. Steelg

! éli'arged'. M. ‘Courtenay ‘with takin
Mr. Luttrell’s abfence, and jgetting “at- ordnance fecrets in+
dire@ly, = 0 ro TR T T T :

ourtenay begged ‘leave to explain,

que;fi;ng 't‘l‘uth/" and fad refative to the noble Duke was ca-
lumny, f.he’»undoubtedly was- d calumnijator—he fhould ftili

Duke to Sir

tant, "'I:h'e 'vhd_nb.urable ’gérxt'lqlllan ‘in man y points had coin=
cided w‘y_)th'f.h'i}fn, and exaltly ftated the tranfaions as he had. -
done, * Where they had: eflentially differed, he was happy to.
appeal to'a criterion’which carried ‘cdhyi.@tio’n,.’ii]kd‘epéndent of
the honourable'geitleman’s aflertion or his, - “The honourable

i

g\centleihaxi"{*lla;(l' pofitively “{aid, > that the vacating of Si¢

RN IS U I g . «
(;hax_lesl S fear, wis -tbfa inevitable and neceffary confequeice
of his accepting the noble- dike’s provifien” Was this fo®

N e g PR . ! T v e L .
Certainly not ;i for; on ‘a ‘changé of? adminiftration, a noble:

Lord (»Lo‘yr'vd'N;‘t}rth)fh,:t;d‘..il_ﬁ’u!a]ly_’ob’tai:r}ed the {ame provifion,
. lc'}ua_;ged. on the ordnaice eftablithment for Sir Chatles Frede
: 'g'lgk,'on,t’he"ﬁ'n,&xbn.ioffglié noble Dukeé’s ‘avowed acknow

Iedgement, that his long L
* petent provifion ; dnd this was' done without- Sit” Charles
vacating” his'feat ; ‘for he 'l esntinued meimber of that-
Houfe till'the"diflblution: 6f Parlidment. hat'
houtable ‘gentlean had' talked of “the manner in. which he
received information of - the ordnance tranfaétions, he fhould.

~only fay, that*he fcorned to receive, or Jook for any, in an- -

- vnderhiand dr covert' maiiner ;" he would feorn "to'receive of’

'

p‘bvcpi}'l"ag.éfip’fq’l‘n‘ha:t'ioni'v by dnonymous letters, of by “meanky:
funning'up and ‘dowsi’in difguife’ to pick : ap information;.
Which it was faid fome people, high in rank: and fituation” in

/

g an unfair advantage of

and faid, that if

ervices juftly entitled him to corpe

“As to what'the'hos'

- the -

%
i

¥

P S

’

A%, D E B AT E 8
the ordnance, had condefcended to do. .“As to taking advan
tage of an honourahle gentleman’s abfence, (Mr, Luttrell’s)

that infinuation he equally difregarded. . He'did not think he' o

was obliged, on any debate in that Houfe, to conceal any
fa&t, ahd ‘not make ufe of any argument which he thought
- proper, relevant ‘to a queftion in debate, beciufe any ho-
“nourable gentleman was not in his place. " The noble Duke’s
conduék, in refpect to Sir Charles Frederick, was; in his opi-’
“nion, ftri¢tly relevant; for it carried a'ftrong fufpicion, at-
- leaft, that the noble Duke chofe, ‘at" the fame  time'that he
fewdrded fervice by a penfion of "500l. a year, to manage
“ith his ufual ceconomy of the public money, and to pur= -

N4 ‘

ehafe a feat at Queenborough into the bargain. Ll
. "Mr. Aidridge faid, that the honourable’ gentleman who Mr. Atq
* fpoke laft, appeared to ftand in rather a delicate fituation ;',d"dg"“’
becaufe he (Mr, Aldridge)'could, if the honourable gentle-..
. man chofe, bring to the bar irrefragable proofs that fome of
 his ftatements were groundlefs, * AR o o
" Mr: Pje took potice of what had been faid in debate'rela- Mr. Pye.
tive to the'driving the workmen out of the dock yards of =
this-country ;" declaring himfelf againft the bill, as tending to
deprive Englifhmen of their birthright, withont the leaft pre~
‘ténce of theirhaving committed any crime; and added, that al. .
though the objects of it might not take refuge in France or
-Bpain, they might.in America,” which, doublefs, was confi-
derably more detrimental, - SRV S
-~ Sir v Citniynghame complained of certain petfons belong- Sir. Wy
ing to the ‘dock yards, having come down to Scotland, and '}(;:x;’lZ“,g' ,
interfered againft him at his laft eleGtion’ and he appealed 7
toMr. Dundas as to the truth of thefad. - = -~ ,
 Mr. Dunias ackrowledged that he certainly had -oppofed Mr. Dune,
the "honourable gentleman in the manner he had defcribed, das,.
and it was entirely beeaufe of his party principles. No'doubt:
‘but there was a gentleman of property in the county then
under the influence of Government, who did take a journey
“to fee his friends, and gave his vote againft the honourable '
gentleman at the fame time. . Speaking alfo to,the queftion,
* Mr. Dundas'declared it to be highly indecent, - in his opinion,
for - any gentleman, by, bill’ or otherwife, to . attempt, to
fix-a ftigma upon any. fet. of men whatever, 'merely becaufe
they were employed in the King’s fervice,. He feprobated -
- Mr! Crewe’s bill, and defired any one‘to ftand up and fhew
his face ‘manfully and boldly in’ refutation of the argumeitts.
he had advanced. He contended . that the idea of all' reform
bills of that fort, deferved a confiderable degree of contempt
and ridicule; declaring that whenever gentleimen of a parti~_
cular-defeription were out of place; they found it neceffary
SREC IS SR y A every
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every now and thei to amufe the Public, by ferving up a difl
of disfranchifements, I L e
. Siv- William . Cinynighame "contended that the perfon who
‘was fent into Scotland to give. his influence againft him was
not a perfon of landed property, but quite the contrary,

- Mr., Skeridan declared that the right honourable and learned .

- gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had truly faid, that he never made
an aflertion without being ready to fhew his face at the fame
time ;, for, he believed the Houfe would agree with him, that

the. Tight honourable and learned gentleman had never ad-

“vainced an argument, however irreconcileable with reafon-or

Yogic, wpon which he had not been perfeélly ready to put a

* good countenance. - With regard to the right honourable and

) Jearned gentleman’s difh of disfranchifements, -he, of all men,
" {hould not have fet it before the Houfe, who doubtlefs muft

. aplatg or fide difh filled with- the fame ingredients, but
had afterwards. been brought to fit down to a whole courfe
of difhes of that fort, when the right honourable and learned -
gentleman’s right honourable friend mear’ him had - ferved

well remember that the right honourable and learned .gen-
tlemen had not- only, firft, been induced to nibble a little at

up his grand entertaimment of parliamentary reform, The

franchifes, which fuited bis- argument better,

- -pourable and learned " gentlean would be better pleafed.

t_;bj/ealof ‘that reform had been, not to disfranchife a {ingle
defcription ‘of men merely, but a large number of voters
from -many different’ boroughs. [Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid,

acrofs’ the table; No fuch thing !} Mr. Sheridan thanked
. -the right honourable gentleman for his correQion, and faid

he recolleCted the People were to be paid for giving up their
becanfe every

body knew where money was in the cafe, “the right ho-

‘But, how uncohﬂitutional\v&}as‘ the idea of purchafing with.
~a: bribe, that which it had ever been ¢ontended -no. Eng-

~ lithman could fell or part with for money—-his unalienable-
- 7ight” of ‘voting ‘at ‘an’ eletion | ‘He now alluded. to what

Lord Mulgrave. had - faid refpeéting that man’s- deferving to

Tofe his head who ufed the influence of the Crown impro.

~ perly. » [His Lordthip rofe to fet Mor; Sheridan right, and’
~repeated his words, -declaring that he bad faid, that man
~axght to lofe. his head, who exercifed the powers of Go-

_vernmeat in the manner alluded to.] :
his argurent, and faid, he was glad to find the expreffion was -

Mr. Sheridan refimed

.ougit to lofe his head, hecaufe if it had been would have loft

his head; the right honourable and learned gentleman would
1ot that day have had a face to have fhewn in that Houfe,

- Mr, Slieridan animadverted upon part of Sir Charles Middle-

. tow’s fpeech,: declaring -that there muft bs fomething exceed-

 ngly puré ‘and " patriotic indeed ' in the blood of thofe fhip-
R S : R - wiights,

“

- yards, were -their being fituated peat their friends and con=

~ provided for in cafe of debility from accident or age, ngithgf
of which latter advantages thofe'who werked inthe merchants® .

- holders of the countys,

. the eleGtion for Kent, and that the cafe had.eéc-:iﬁly been as veie. .

it was in time of war, and their fervices were wanted.. -

. he was not a little aftonifhed to.think’ how any gentleman : /-7
who voted for My. Crewe’s bill, could reconcile itito his own- e

- Mr. Grenville faid, that it equally excited his affonithinent, Mr. Gren-

Ao‘ 1?86\» R : ’ ) .

wrights,” who condefcended to work in the Xing's yards for

2s. 4d. per day, when the honourable barenet had ﬁatgd that

they could get 5s. per day in the merchants’ yards. . B
- Six Chariles Middleton rofe to explain, and faid, that among sir Charks '

other inducementis for the thipwrights to prefer the King’s Middjeton:

nections, the certainty- of being taken care-of when fick, and

ards were entitled to. N o
Sir Edward Deering. declared,  thit the honourable mem- sir Bdsemd
ber who ‘intréduced the billy ahd his honourable -colleague, Deering.
would not have been returned at the laft eleGtion, if they had
not diftinétly declared, three: or four times, they would di-
reét their-condut in Parliament to meafures and not-men. + ..

Mr. Mae/bom 'and Mr. Honeywood, both in ‘their places, ar, Mars
flated to the Houfe what their declarations had been, and g}afnﬁ N
added that great numbers of the dock-yard men, “wearing o "OtEE - ’
cockades in their hats; came to oppofe them in their eleCtion, | e
but they were returned by the voices of the independent free- -

i

M. Bouwverie informed the Houfe, that he was prefent at w1y, poge
ftated by the two honourable gentlemen who were. xeprefen-
tatives-of that comnty. = . - T Tl L
~ Captain Macbride faid there were not above one hundred Captaln ..
of thofe perfons, in whofe favour fo much compaffion was Machiide,
profefled, who would come within the reach of -the bill,
voters for the borough of Plymouth; which he Hiad the ho- .
mour toreptefent. . 0 oo~ L
_Mr. Fervoife Clerke Fervoife.obferved, . that becaufe two of M. Jervalfe
the dock-yard workmen had voted for him at ‘the ‘contefted ;;f}:e Joe
election which _he ftood fome years fince for. Hampthire, ™ ’ 4
they for their offence were difcharged the dock yard, though =~ -

Mr. Mastin declared that he fhould vote for the bill, and Mr. Martia

mind not to vote for the prefent bills

and indignation to percieve that the authors of a bill,. the ob- Vil
ject of which was to disfranchife certain.voters, “fhould ven-"
ture to declare in the face of the Houfe, that their reafon for.-
bringing in fuchia bill was, becaufe the faid voters dared to.

oppofe their ele&tion. ~. = - R AT
.- Mr. Dempfter declared, that he had entertained great doubts; M- Dempe.
which way he ought to have. voted when Mr, Crewe’s bill fier

‘ T : oo Was
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i s pel’idin‘rr,'f and that hé could ot brihg' his niind to cons : (// / (
‘§ S fent ,tc}}vo_t;for the,prefent bill, .~ - ., RO » . . @d;&ﬁ//ﬁdﬁmll -
e Mr. Ald. M, Aftlérman.&'awbridgc (upported the bill, and faid that , p ; )
Sawbridge. he had known of inftances. which fully juftified it, on the b % Z leé)’ %/ %”my[‘, 2 %(/ Méfag
i o -grounds of humanity. -, ~. .. ¢ ety g 2 . ‘ -
3 Sir W. . Sir /. Dolben remarked that the influence of the Ariftos ; , | - % C /35%7
: Dolben, cracy was as unconftitutional in cafes of election as the influs i W/— /7;;(9 % /1/(’/) rred . L

‘ ehc/e of the’ Crown, “and that thé one ought. to be oppofed. ag R . .
| TweHefedvied, T Compilts offfoend ot
L IR c TAyes - 4l Pl R T & SR 5 . : . ‘. .,
i o Nee - i sl D | %WM 'MQ&W, 7%(“””‘7
1 ' Cpgeocnin g oo Majerity <om6s o - / ész /e ‘%ﬁy
i - - The Houfe adjourned. -~ | T Ao /2[‘///{//,44 Laseke . —-Zaﬁlm
) A ﬁf‘f’d’@f, 3If§: March, - . .

A
PR ) PN R . g - -’ % ¢ L/ [M
Me. Dun- - Mrs Dundds begdd 12 % et /ﬂf’%/’é / , //}/ ’

ave to bring back to the attentiod

®¥ . of the Houfe, that at the fitft Introducion of his bill 3 ? e /4
 amend the a& for regulating the Faft-Indfa: Company’s con= | é / P Tl el %ﬂz //e: %fd@éé"e’
- cems, he had expreffed fome doubts concerning the proprie-  § . : . /
- ty of the difclofure of fortunes being demanded from, perfong - o d?z/ /s / oate?

returning to India. Other gentlemen had alfo obje&ted to : &}é&( Ay V/l'ﬂﬂr//wéé"‘”/ e
the judicature appointed to try delinquents‘in’ that country, - f <7 Z
and for thofe reafons he had divided his bill N two parts, if

~

order that the other-provifions of the bill- wiich required a

Ipeedy determiiiation mighttiot be detdinell by 4 difcuffion of

“futh as were liable to fome dotibt ; bit he had, fince thiat pé-

riod,’ fatisfied his own mind on that part of tlie fubjedt whick
had excited any doubts, and,in C031feqh611¢¢."of f_ixé moft dili=
- gent ‘inquiry and. confideration, he fhould’ not hefitate " to”
__declare himfelf ready to givitg up the difclofure of propertyy
- As_this circumftance, therefore would make 4 material ‘alte<
tation in his bill, he fhould move that the order of the day
for going into 4 Commiittee upon it, asdikewife the ot'der for
printing it, togettier with:the bill itfelf, “be withdrawn, .

ro Francis exprefled his fatisfaGion at’ difcovering -that

thé leained and right honourable gentleman had ‘given up {

very obnoxious a part of his bill, but he feared e had' only

done: it in confequence of the difpatches from " India, and

therefore there was room for apprehénding: that ‘he might

. again change his mind. - For his own part he hdd alwdys ré-.

inaihéd in the fame opinion on the fubje, and {hould hive:
continued tb do fo, let the reception of the bill'ifr India have'
been what it might; but giving up one part of the bill; while’
“dnother vemained equally exceptionablé, WO

| d equall uld have but lit<
“the effed in quieting the' minds’ of the people v Firdia, and

X

thereféye -
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