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part, but that he intended upon what miight probably be his ‘
anfwer to ground a parliamentary proceeding. - It was, wlie-

ther it was the defign of His Majefty’s Minifters, and parti- : ;
cularly of the right honourable gentlemayi, to bring forward = : &
any propofition to réfcue the Prince of Wales from his pre- :
fent very embarraffed and diftreffed fituation; for though he-
fincerely thought that his condu&, during his difficulties, =
had refleCted greater honour and glory-on his charaéter than = -
the moft fplendid diadem in Europe had upon the wedrer of

it, yet it muft be very ‘difagreeable to his Royal Highnefs to

be, deprived of thofe comforts ‘and enjoyments, which fo:
properly belonged to his high rank ! The Alderman faid, he
was [ure to have him longer left in this fituation would -be - .~ = '
an- indelible'difgrace, and muft alight upon the country, - if" o :
the fituation and income of this exalted perfoiiage wercany = . |
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longer to remain fo meanly circumfcribed. - ;! a R

3 4

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that ds it was not his duty My Cheny = |
fo bring forward a fubjeét of fuch a nature as that fuggefted cellor Pits. o
bv. the honourable-gentleman, except at the command of -
His Majefty---it was not neceffary for'’him to fay more in re-
ply to the queftion, than he had formerly done on a fimilar -
occafion---he had not been honoured with fuch a ¢ominand. :

Mr. Alderman Newnham then gave notice; that he fhould ., Ald.
on Friday the 4th dayof May, bring ‘forward:a motion for Newnham. =
the confideration of the Houfe refpecting his Royal Highnefs Cy
the Princeof Wales, -~ -~ o 7 oo ST .
" 'The order of the day for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into .
a Committee of Ways and Means having been moved and ’

read, the Speaker left the chair, and Mr. Gilbert took his feat -
" Mr. Chancellor Piff remarked, that it was with no fiiall de- m. chan-.
gree of pleafute, that he aflured the Houfe, that he fhould not éellor Pite.
Yie under the obligition of trefpafing for a very great length-
of time upon their patience, whillt.he fubmitted to their .
confideration fome neceflary particulars. It was a.matter of _
much fatisfation to him, and he doubted' not but that the SRR
Houfe would rejoice to hear, -that he had fuch an aecount to/ -
1y before them of the ftate of out fihances as would fhew.
that the promifing pi¢ture which ‘he had on former océafions - .
defcribed to them, was by no means flattering or exagge- . o

T
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rated. Thg feivices of thé current year would be difcovered . 1
to be amply provided for, although it had not yet been fortd : i
practicable’ to' reduce many .of ‘our moft expenfive depart- i
ments to the level ‘'of what might have been’ expected, and : i
what a Sele@ Committee in the courfe of the preceding fef- SRR
fion had defcribed a proper permanént peage eftablifhment. = - Lo
At the fime tirmie, the plan for the'difninution of the national e
iebt hiad Been'frictly adhiered to, and ‘the feveral’ quarterly-~ |
R P R ST T yments ;
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- -Under this head had alfo beenadded a fum of bout 50,0001, -
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_ ments of 250,0001. for that purpofe had been régularly made.
good. - Mr. Pitt then went through the. feveral articles of

fupply. which, had already “been voted, and thofe which re- -

mained.to be voted, ftating firft, that there had been voted

“For 18,000 feamen e : ' 926,

. ] Rababers ~ T T - . Q00
For the ordinary of. the navy. . .. Ij\: ggo,doo :
For the extraordinary . - . . ¢ 50:000‘-

The thléj:_of the n‘itv'y fe.rvic\é;.‘. -,-*:. . £ 2’,286,00,0'
“This was. céﬁﬁdémbly mote tliaxl.—thé. ”e"f‘t.ir'nvate fo‘rmevd«,ll_: ,‘ ¢

“-the. Comunittee of finances during the laft year, which was..

1,800,000 1. {o that in this eftablifiment there ‘was an excefs -

- of 486,0001. beyond what might be expeéted as the perma-

nent expence of it in future times of peace.. . -

gamfons,’ &ci&eo Lo 'j420,009

g R T ST R 1,831,060
"The permanent peace eftablifiment of this fe.r’g,' K 3 o 9.
- Vice had been eftimated by. the Committee . *. .

ap o IR eeno
- So that in this there was an excefsof . - . 231,'069"1

for vi¢tualling the Loyalifts.in their new fettlements in Nova
Scotia. - - T o
- The ordnance had been voted at 328,557 1. which was ra-
ther thort of ‘the eftimate made on that branchof-the. fer- -
- vice by the Committee. T
~ - The:amount of mifcellaneous fervices was.about 328,000
and other, particular fervices of a mifcellaneous nat‘ure,ythough'
not ufually claffed under that heady as for making roads in ‘
‘Scotland, improvements of a. fimilar nature in Nova Scotia,
the Britith Mufeum, &c. amounted to about 96,000, Theére -
was another head. of fupply,. which, for the laft time, it
. would "be. neceffary. to vote this year, and this was to make .
- good the deficiencies. in the feveral appropriated funds,” Ha-
vir;, ftated, the natute:of thofe deficiencies, and how thtéyf
arofe out Pf' the old-{yftem of . appropriations, under which"
.each particular tax or object of revenue being ayppropr.iate'dl
. to the payment of one or more particular, annuities, was efti- .
- mated. at' a_fixed fum adequate to thofe .annuities, and ha=.
- ving remarked that if the fund arifingfrom that tax did not
~amount to the fup at which it was eftimated, the deficiency .
' ‘ was
o

1,41 1,069 B
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| was fupplied out of the Sinking Fund, which was compofed
“of the redundance of other‘appropriated. funds, and ~was a -
coanter fecurity for them all. “~Mr. Pitt added, .that fuch
an article of - fupply would never be brought before that Houfe
| again, after the bill, - now: under the confideration -of the
" - Lords, for the confolidation of -the Cuftoms, {hould bepafled;
for by that bill all fuch appropriations . were ta be“abolifhed,
- and the whéle mafs of :the Revenue thrown' into one gereral

~revenue in which thofe deficiencies -had arifen; and the ge-
- Hieral amount of them, which, including thé other articles
“.of fupply,-amounted ito the.fum of 6,676,000l Mr. Pitt
. next proceeded to ftate what the ways and medns were dut of

1 which ‘this fum was to be fuihifhed. . Under ‘this head he

i enumerated -the land. and malt tax, which he eftitffated at
. 2,750,000 L. - the {urplus-of: the Sinking'Fund up to'the gth

- of ‘April 1787, amounting to 1;226,0001. "a payment totbe >

- made by the Eaft-India: Company, which he ftated “as fome-
-~thing fhort of- 400,0001. A part of.the balances: due on

“calculation, which'the ftated at the..amount’ of 240,000l

| -Of this 60,0001..had béen already adtually received, -and of
| - the.remainder -a confiderable part had been admitted by ‘the

. Accountants tliemfelves; fo that it was more likely to tursy
" lout, to be a'narrew than an exaggerated ftatement. .. The
« whole of the money afcertained to be due’and:payable on this -
-{core was about 380,000 . which, together with the 60,006 1.
.. already "received, would: amount ‘to the fum he had ftated

240,000 L. - Some increafe of revenue would neceflarily arife
from the operation of the confolidation act, which, together -
- with the duty to.be’paid upon thearticle of cambrics; which .

| .was now to be legalized, but which.had hitherto been:mono- -

‘polized by the {muggler; he’ fhould fét down at 160,000 L.

‘the receipts’of the Cuftoms for ithe laft year, which was «
. circamftance’ that could eafily be accounted for upon {uch
- principles as would clearly fhow.thatit' was not to be feared
. that fuch ‘a defalcation would be’ permanent ;-but; on the
contrziry,A it .Wwas fair to conclude, -that, {o far from conti-
. ‘nuing at the ftandard of the laft year, our revenue of Cuftoms
~would experience an uncommon {pring inthe curifentf!y\ear, .

. caufe of-this fﬁl-lﬂih;g off ‘was the uxécqmmon'badnefﬁ of the

» laft feafon in the Weft Indies, which had materiallyreduced-
~the importation of our colony produce, in fo much, that, in |
. the fingle article of fugar, there was a deficiency of gg50,0001.
_Added to this,. it was to be confidered what a general fufpen-

- fion of commercial {peculation mnft have -followed from the -
4445616 R
Coms 1756 — , 445 616 L4

‘ fund.”  He mentioned particularly the feveral branchesofithe ‘

>."There had; he obferved,. been .an-uncommon falling off in .

n :
l o 616
Q. 048,000 Lom: iy /2%}?4.‘2”
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:.army accounts and-impreft money made anothier item:in the -, « -

- evengreater than it could be expected would be lafting. ‘One. ~
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pending ftate of ‘.fo',m_any treaties of commerce with foféigxz
nations, Such a circumftance muft neceflarily have given
a temporary check to importation, becaufe, until there was
fome certainty as to the event and tendency of thofe negocia-

. tions -and treaties, -all for'eign{t;pade muft Have been expofed

- after .the eonfolidation bill fhould have paffed, be no objec-

~they were now charged, to the receipts of the general fund.
- The whole of thefe refources taken together amounted to

_Amount of thofe which were in the hands of that Company
~.was. 2,000,0001.of which it was.propofed to. make soo,0001. -

‘week, or.onany day of the year; and this was by making

~on the old footing, and bear an annual intereft of three one=
-half per cents, . - S

to adegree of rifk and danger, But thofe twa circumftances
no longer continued to operate § forthe -prefent feafon in the.

Weft ‘Indigs promifed to be the:moft ‘produive of ' any |-
which we had almoft .ever known, which would of courfe 3

occafion an increafed importation, and our foreign commerce

being no longer obftructed by the unfettled .ftate of oup in~ -

tercourfe with ‘other nations, and -many new and extenfive |
-markets being opened for it, would neceffarily return again |
with that {pring and elafticity which always fucceed reftraint, §f -
- Mr.Pitt remarked, that large fums had been received inta }]

“the Exchequer, on account’ of feveral appropriated funds; |
*‘theannuities charged upon which were not payable until the -}
end of the half year,.and of courfe, asall appropriations . i
- were to’be abolithed:by the new arrangement, and the feve-

xal .charges upon them to be referred to the general fund .in
which the whole revenue was to be confolidated, there ¢ould,

tion to-applying thofe fums to the immediate calls of the
State, referring the. payment of the annuities, with which

6,767,000L from which, dedu&ing 6',676,0001. the ex-

of 91,0001,

pence -of the. fervice of the 7year, there remained a furplus

"Fhere was befides another article, which it was ufual to -}
ftate on each fide of the account, both as an aiticle of fup- £
ply and as an atticle of ways and means. ‘This was the ar-
ticle. of Exchequer bills, of which there were 5,000,000} |
et thefe were in general annually renewed ; but it was'in- |

tended to alter the ufual mode of renewing them, with re- ’
fpeCt to a part of thofe: which the Bank held, - The whole

on a new plan, fuch as fthould be convertible into cath in any

themn to bear an intereft of two one-half per pound per diem, -
which was at the rate of between three one-half and three.
one-fourth per cent. per annum, ‘The remaining 1,500,0001.
in the hands of the Bank, together with fuch other Exche-
gquer -bills as were holden by other Proprietors,’ to continue .

\

<. He

- thofe.who fat near him, would pleafe to recolleét the ftate

3

i

" right honourable gentleman.
thought the air of triumph affumed by the right honourable -

A. 1787, DEBATES:

" "He fhould jiot dwell much, he faid, upon the ‘regulati‘on"s

already adopted for the prevention of {muggling, nor of thofe
which had . beén applied to the frauds in the article of, wine;
or in the home diftillety, all of which he expeéted would
turn out highly beneficial.and falutary ; nor would he take
into the prefent account the probable amount of the additional
licenfes for retailing of {pirits, that being .a meafure more
calculated partly for the purpofe of compenfating and: ob-

viating the reduction, which was. to take placein the duty .
on fpirits; and partly "to reftrain a too great confumption of
that commodity, - than with a view to revenue. On the pre- .
~ {ent occafion, he could not, with propriety, make any mo- .
tion - concerning this laft article; the confolidation bill, out .

of whiéh‘it rofe, being not yet pafled, nor, could he include
the {fums of money which he had ftated to have been received
info the Exchequer on account of appropriated funds; .be-

caufe it would be irregular to violate the appropriation, be- |
fore a proper fubftitute had been eftablifhed and completed.. -
He tlien moved, ¢ that the fum of -1,220,cool. be granted

“ to His Majefty out of the Sinking Fund, towards the fup-

- “ ply of the prefent years” - . .

M. Sheridan begged 'leave to remind the right honourable Mr. Sheds-
gentleman that he had not fulfilled his promiie, to give fuch 4‘}“'

an account of the finances as fhould afford perfect and com-
plete fatisfaction to the Committee; but he had certainly

I fulfilled his promife of brevity : for he had been fo extreine-

ly coicife, that-though he (Mr. Pitt) who was acquainted

with all the grounds and circumftances to which the faéts -
and -figures which he had ftated referred, could talk with fa-

miliarity and eafe upon the fubject without any farther ' expla-
nation than that he had thought proper to give it, yet fuch
‘brevity was rather an awkward circumftance to him and"
thofe; who, like him, were to anfwer and f{peak after the:
Mr. Sheridan- faid that he

-gentleman fat but awkwardly upon him, at a moment when
he fhould have conceived another fort of demeanor would
haveé better become the humiliating and mortifying fituation

~in which Hhe ought perhaps to feel himfelf - when obliged to

come forward and ftate the finances of the kingdom to be in

fo very different a condition from that in’which the Commit-

~ tee had laft year been fo confidentially aflured they would.

prove to be in 1787. - The right honourable gentleman, and

ment contained in-the Report of the Revenue Committee,
which Report he held in. his hand, .and the manner in which
it was contradi¢ted when he advifed them riot to be too fan-
guine in their expeclations, that becaufe the year’s receipt
- Vor, ZXIL : : - * ending

7
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ending January 5, 1786,,:‘1mounted tq 15,397,471l the

year ending January 5, 1787, would turn out equally. He
had, again and again, argued the fallacy of making out an

- account in fuch a way; but what he faid upon the fubject

"ces than their real f{ituation Warmntéd.

“had been rejeéted with a fort of unbecoming : fc':orx']._ What
“he predicted had however proved true; for now, inftead of

the flattering profpect which the right honourable- gexltlema.n
held out of our income equalling our expence, it was evi~

- dent that the receipt of the laft year fell goo,e00 l. thort of

the receipt of the year, ending January 5, 1786, On this, af-
fertion Mr. Sheridan grounded his realoning in order to im-

prefs the Committee, with the idea that Minifters entertain--

ed a_mich moré fanguine opinion of the ftate of our finan-
ces He warned the

" Committee, therefore, againft giving way to a delufion which

’

'

-+  Mr. Grene
, wville,.

might [ull them into a dangerous indttertion to. tl»wl L'mtlon'z,ll~
circumftances, declaring that it was much more manly inl
Minifters to ftate the real fituation of the.country, .to look it
in the face, and, if more taxes were really neceﬂary‘,- to lay
them on, burdened as the people were already. I\/Ir.‘Sherl—
dan animadverted upon the budget juft opened, and faid, ad-

mitting that the right honourable gentleman was corre&t in-

every one of his- ftatements, ftill it was evident that there was

a deficiency of 900,000 1. compared to the amount of the to-

tal of the preceding year’s ways and means. He declared his
concern to heat the Eaft-India Company mentioned as a {ource

- . /. N .
of -the right honourable gentleman’s expeltations, and that

to fo large an amount as 350,000 L. That circamftance alone
was fufficient to fill his mind with great doubt and fufpicion
of the foundnefs of all the various expetations which the
right lionourable gentleman had that day {tated to the Cgm-

. mittee, . ,

Mr: Grenville obferved that he felt itmore than difficult to

* refrain from filence whilft he heard the honourable gentle-.

man repeating arguments which had already been anl_w;red
and refuted. ~For his own part, he ﬂ]ould,pot hefitate pofi-
tively to declare that there was no fallacy . in the Report of
the Revenue Committee, nor any delufion either in making

"up the abftrak table ‘of receipt and expenditur@, nor in the
“obfervations” which the Report contained. I\/{r. Grenyll]e
. read the following éxtract: ‘ -

< But before they enter on the firft p'a;‘t. of ‘their Report, -
¢¢ they think it neceflary to premife, ‘that they have confined .
¢ ¢heir examination to the prefent ftate of the Revenue, as it -

« appears cither from: the amount actually received in the

< periods contained in the ‘papers referréd to them, or from-

¢ the beft eftimates which théy could form of the produce of

. #¢ fuch articles as had not been brought to account in thofe’

* . N

¢ periods,

’
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¢ periods, but compofe neverthelefs a part of the prefent in»

¢ come of the Public; The large amount of taxes impofed
fince the commencement of the late war, in addition to the -

(13

¢ then {ubfifting. Revenue, ~the difficulties under which the
¢ different - branches of our commerce laboured during the

¢.continuance of that war; and the great and increafing
<e
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to render any averages of the amount of the ~Revenue1 in
<<
(€4
<<
(43
(14
€<
[49
(14

branches of an'extenfive commerce, muft always be liable

¢ before them,” |

Mr. Grenville begged pardon for hajring.reédfo Io'hg an ex- ;

'ir.a@t, from a Report of which that Houfe had heard {fo much;
but was there a man of common candour, who, after having
heard the paragraph diftinétly, could agree with the honour:

able gentleman,” or believe that the Committee either had af-- -

ferted; or meant to-aflert, -that the receipt of the year, end-
ing January \5, 1787, would at all events equal the receipt
of the year ending. January g, 17862 - So far from it, that
the words of the paragrdaph f{poke exprefsly of the ¢ tempo-

¢ rary fluctuations to'which - a revenue fo complicated in its
¢ nature, and depending fo much on the various branches of

“ an extenfive commerce, muft always be liable.” Mr, Gren-

ville. denied, in the moft dire& terms, that there ‘was any '

deluﬁon contained in any part of the Report, and faid, he
had the laft feflion the honour to battle the contents of it

with the honourable gentleman , and'if' the honourable gen-

tleman was.not yet fatisfied, was ready at any time, if the
honourable gentleman thought proper to go into the difcuf-

fion of it, word by word, and article by article. ,Mr. Gréen- -

ville explained the manner-in which of - neeeflity the abftrack
table of receipt had been made out, and declared, that as to
deluding that Houfe, he agreed moft ‘heartily, that the Mi-

nifter who _fhould attempt to-delude-the Houfe on a fubje&t

of fo much importance, would deferve every poflible cen-

) T
: ; ‘ . /

prevalence of fmuggling previous to the meafures recently -
adopted for -its {uppreflion, appeared to your Committes .

¢ former periods in a great degree inapplicable to the prefent

¢ fituation of the country ; on the other hand, they did not =~

¢ think themfelves competent to difcufs the various contin=-

- gencies which may in future operate to the increafe or di-
minution of the public income., ‘A Revenue fo complica-
ted in its nature, and depending fo much on the-various

to temporary fluctuations, even although no circumftances
fhould arife to occafion any permanent. alteration in its. -
_produce. Your Committee have therefore judged it pro-
“’per to{ubmit to the judgement of the Houfe this extenfive

¢ confideration, and to ftate in this Report- the prefent -
¢ amount of the publicincome, as refulting from the-papers
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Mrl Fox.
i~ tween his honourable fnend and the gentlemen on the other
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hold up'a defponding’ picture of our finances, and endeavour
to imprefs the Houfe with a melancholy profpedt at a time

A 1787{
~ verfe of the propoﬁtlon was - equally true. Minjfters un-
“doubtedly ought not to deceive that Houfe with a fallacious

“or too fanguine and ﬂattermg an account of the national fi-
~ tuation ; neither ought any man, fond of gloomy ideas, to

when there wasfo much reafon to’ feel fatisfied, as, notwith-"

ftanding all the ftruggles this country had fo lately under-

gone, there was at préfent. - Mr. Grenville ‘anfwered that
partiof Mr, Sheridan’s {peech relating to the Eaft- India Com-

pany, and faid he did not doubt but the honourable’ gentle~

man felt the'ufual anxiety for the credit of the Company,

and the fame “earneft defire to proteét its rights that he had
“on all occafions manifefted. Be that orentlemans opinion
- However what " it ‘might, he who had fome little knowledge

on the fubje&, could fay with confidence that to no one of.
her refources could this country look up with more affurance

of ablhty and power of fupport than to our Eaft<Indian pof~
feffions,” He fpoke this from a familiar' but elaboraté ac- -
- quaintance with the domeftic affiirs of the’ Company, and
from the very pleafing fituation’of aﬁ?urs in Indla, as ﬁated, '
- in the laft-accounts that had arrived.

. Mr. Fox faid, that the whole of the matter in queﬂlon be-

fide of the Houfe lay in-a very narrow compafs., Was
15,397,471 1. the fum given as the recelpt of the year, end-
ing January s, 1786, or was it not ? ‘And if it were, as he

corre& in faying, that the receipt of the laft year fell gool.
fhort of ‘the réceipt of the year preceding ¥ He furely was.

Mr. Fox took notice of the’ 300,000 l. which the right ho-
’ nourable gentlcman had' faid "he had gotten of, army and
i other’ favmgs, and declared, though he " was w1lhng to ad+

" believed it would hardly be denied, and all” the buﬁnefs of.
appropriating a million of furp]us was grounded upon that .
" being the receipt of the year, was not his honoumble frlend .

-

it that it were fo, ' 'yet they had a'right to a little farther .

the right honourable gentleman had ftated it, this reduced
the deficiency to 600,0001." Mr. Fox argued upon the rafh-

£i S ' , S clared

.‘explanation of ‘that matter.” But allowing that fact to be as -

hefs and folly of catchmg at one-year's receipt, and thata re- -
‘markably good one as'a ground to judge what the probable
veceipt in future would be. "He faid the right honourablé
gentleman had afligned as'a reafori for'the déficiency in the
laft years recipt, that it was abad feafon in the' Weft Tndles, :
-and had’ affured the Cominittee; that this was to be a good
one. He alittle doubted Whether Welt-Tndia eftates were
“to be valued in that fort’of way.” Perhips he might be faid
“to be holung out srloomy and def pondmg 1deas, ‘when he det

e

o 3
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clared he was rather apt to think that the laft feafon was not

the worft that might happen in refpect to Weft-Indian pro-

duce. ‘Mr. Fox dwelt for fome time on the feveral points

that he had touched upon, and after réfcuing Mr. Sheridan
from the. imputation of having ‘argued that becaufe their
laft year’s receipt was 9oo,0001. fhott of the recelpt of the
year preceding, that therefore every other year’s receipt
would be equally fhort, faid he would fit down with the
words he had begun. with: that if it were allowed that the

receipt, ending January 5, 1786, was 1,5397,47¢ L in that
cafe there was a deficiency of 900,0001 ar allowing forthe

300,000 L. ftated -by the honourable gentleman, 600,000 1.
and ‘at fuch a defcxency in the Cuftoms only ‘he could not
but be a little ftartled.

143

- Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that he was ready to ac- Mr. Chano

: Cept the right honourable gentleman’s explanatlon of his ho-

nourable friend’s argument relative to the deficiency ‘in the
Cuftoms, and to fuppofe that he did not mean tohave faid,
that there-would be an equal deficiency every year ; but, he

muf’t neverthelefs infift upon it, that the honourable gentle- ~
‘maun’s arguments upon the {ubject of the Revenue Report were

erroneous, and ill founded. His right'honourable friend had
fo clearly proved, by reading the fecond. paragraph of the

-cellor Pitte

Report, that the Committee had not meant to. 1nfer, that

- they were of -opinion the receipt of the laft year was to be
equal to that of the year preceding, that. it was altogethér
unneceffary -for himto ‘add any thing upon the fubjet.

' With regard to the deficiency of the Cuftoms laft year, he

had already faid that two caufes co-operated to produce that

effe®, the one was a remarkably bad feafon for Weft-Indian -
, nn’portatlon, and the other that fufpenfion of commerce
" which it was very natural fhould take place pendmtr the ne-
ociation of the feveral treaties which that country had been -
fnown to be agitating, Thefe furely were rational grounds

of accountmcr for the deficiency, and at the fame time fuch
as need not “lead them to defpondency, in confidering the

ftate of ‘a Revenue fo apparently improving, and fo likely ‘to .
increafe confider ably with the new {pring, which trade would
~ neceffarily feel in confequence of the commercial treaty’s

taking place. The Chancellor of the Exchequer fpoke to

. the argumeént of Mr. Sheridan concerning the Eaft-India

Company, and faid, it was rather unlucky That the honour-
able gentleman {lrould complain of -the debt of that Compa-
ny as fikely never to be recovered on the very day on which

it had ‘been flated to thé Houfe, that the money was to be
©applied to the ferv1ce of the prefent year.: ‘M. Pitt explain-
ed the c1rcumﬁance of thé 300,0001 ‘which he meant’ to
: »a_ppl j this. ycar, and took notlce of Wh'l.t had fd len from
o 1 : Mr.-
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able gentleman, 'he faid, hadcalled for, as if the word taxes
would alone give ﬁrength to our Revenue; whereas it was.
a Stateman’s duty not to increafe the burdens of the people
by multlplymg taxes, but to endeavour to find out means of*

lending vigour to the .colleCtion of the taxes already efta-
blithed, and thus rénder them produtive. From the Report

of which his honourable friend had read one paragraph, he
would read anotheér, a determination teo carry which.into ef-
fe& was what he and thofe who acted with-him had relied on
as the certain way to enfure the great obje¢t which they all
muft be proud to fee accomplithed. He read the laft para-
graph of the Revenue Report as follows: ¢ But, indepen-

" << dent of the articles which have here been ftated,. your

¢« Committee truft that they fhall not be thought to extend
¢ the limits.of the duty prefcrlbed to them by the Houfe,

¢ in obferving, that the prefent fubﬁf’cm« taxes, if the due -

¢ collection thereof could be fecured by meafures adequate
¢ to the purpofe, would probably afford an ample provifion
<t for any deficiencies which may at any time be found, ei-
< ther in thefe refources, or in the particulars which com-
¢ pofe the general income of the Public, and would infuie a

€¢ permanent annual f{urplus, applicable to the reduction of -

¢ the national debt, in fuch manneér as the wifdom of Par-
¢ liament {hall dire€t.” The Chancellor of the- Exchequer,

reafoned wpon -this, and’ faid, for the Committee to fee the

object fo. far fecured, that without there being a neceflity to
lay any frefh burdens on the people, the furplus of 250,000 1.

« a quarter had been regularly paid in, and that there was

enough to make good every deficiency, and a profpet of a very
confiderable increafe of revenue in the courfe of the coming
year, was a circumftance which they might w1thout any
imputation of over fanguine feelings reafonably rejoice at.
‘He added feveral other arguments...

Mr. Fox ftill declared, that to fix on one years recelpt as:
a ground of a proceeding to be governed by future years’ re-

~ceipts was rafh and childifh, and that it was not the way in

which experienced or wary Statefmen ‘would have acted.

. With regard to the 250,000 l.. from the increafe.of Cuftoms,
‘which, the right honourable gentleman had faid, he reckoned .

upon as a part of ways and means, he knew not, nor was
it pofible for that Committee to know what the increafe

* would prove; but it was fair for him to ftate that the in-
. creafe muft be 550,000l inorder to yield the 2;0,0001 be-

caufe it was to be recolleted, there wasa defalcation in the
Revenue to the amount of at leaﬁ 300,000 1. on account of

the reduced duties on brandies and rumns, which was to bg -
rnade good out of the firft increafe of Cuﬁoms which might -
, ‘arife.

A. 17870 :

. M. Sheridan on the fubje& of the taxes, which thé honour~
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arife. Mr, Fox added, that if the prefent Mxmﬁry were not

frartled at fo large a deﬁcnency as 700,000 1, in the Cuftoms

in one year, they were men not likely tobeeafily ftartled at
any thing. With regard to the meafure of the new fund, he
highly approved' the {ituation in which it had been fettled
fince 1t not only made it the duty of the Minifter, but of
the Houfe, to take'care that our income {hould always equal
our expenditure,

The refolution was then read and agleed to, and the Houfe
‘was 1efumcd and afterwalds adjourned,

Mﬁday, 23d xf[nzl

The order of the day for receiving the Report of the Coms

" mittee of VV'lys and Means being read Mr. Gilbert brought -

‘up the Repou;, Wlnch having been reqd a firlt time, and the‘
queftion put,

Sir (’;ey Cooper remarked

ble gentleman, in-which, with his -ufual ability and addrefs,\
- he had laid before ‘the Committee of Ways and Means on
Friday laft the ftate of the national expenditure and income
for the prefent current year. The right honourable gen-
tleman ftated the ftzpplles voted for the navy, army, and

“ordnance fervices, and for the deficiency of the funds; he efti~

"mated the'amount of the fervices and demands on the Pub-
lic’ which remained 'to be voted, and he had then aflumed

and undertaken to fhew, that after making provifion for all -

thofe fervices, and fatisfying all thofe demands; the ways.
and means would, over and above all fuch charges, furnifh

a million, appllcable to. the reduction of the national debt,

according to the plan eftablifhed by the act of the laft year,
and that the bafis 'of the appropriation of this million was-
“on the real income of the country.

neral faculties' ot refources of the narion; he had a hlgh
opinion of the ftrength and folidity of thofe refources and in-

. the balancing the accounts of the prefent.year, and compzu-'
ing the neceflary expenditure with the attual or probable in~
come, - he would - not “intentionally ftate any circumitance, -

any artlcle, or any tittle to the - dlfadvantave of the real fi-

tuation of the country, Every member of" that Houfe, every -
man in the nation who had any property, any interefl, or

any ftake in it; muft receive the trueft fatisfaction and com-
fort in contemplatmg a ﬁounﬂung ftate of the finances of
his country ; and it was a moft unpleafant tafk to undertake-
to peximde him tlmt his aﬁ“zurs were not in fo good a-con-

: . dition

~

That tlua 1eiolut10n be read a {econd .

that he h‘ld p:ud the utmoﬂ: Su Grcy
attention to every word of the Ipeech of the right honoura- Cooper.”

It was not his with or. |
intention in any degree to under value or depreciate the ge- -
y deg P g
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ditiole\ as he had beeri-taught to imagine. But as, dccording to
his manner of ftating and computing the account of the cur-

~ rent year, ‘the refult came out materially different from that

which was laid before the Committe¢ by the right honoura-
ble gentlemen (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) he hoped
the Houfe would indulge him, as an old member and a per-

fon formerly converfant in thefe matters, with their atten- -
tion for a fhort time, that he might ftate, and, as well as he -
- .was able, explain to them the ground and reafons on ‘which,

aceording to his computation, the expenditure and income

.of this year differed " from the account ftated’ by the right -

honourable gentleman': this would appear more clearly, if
the Houfe’ would permit Him -to lay before them two diffe-
rent ftatements of the fupply and ways and .means of the
year. - The firft was made up according to' that mode which
had been adopted and practifed by that Houfe ever fince

there, had been an available furplus of the Sinking Fund; =
the other ftated particulars according to the form and me-

thod prefcribed and recommended by the Sele€t Committee

“on the finances of the preceding year. By the old parlia-

meiitary mode of -ftating the -account, the fupply confifted
of the {ervices of the navy, army, ordnance, and mifcella~
neous fervices, of the deficiency of funds or. appropriated
taxes,- ftated in accounts of the furpluffes of 'the Sinking

Fund for the preceding year, the deﬁéiency of grants of - |

the preceding year, and an eftimate of the deficiency of the

- land and malt taxes, when there was no overplus of grants
. fiated for the prefent year. . In the Committee of {upply

the fervices of - the navy, army, and ordnance had been vo-

ted, and the deficiency of funds had been.voted : there re~"

mained to be voted the 'mifcellaneous fervices for the cur-

rent year, which the .rigﬁt honourable gentleman eftimated

at g6,000l. Thc computation which he ventured to make
of that expence, was, that_it _unld ‘exceed 300,000L:  He
would not trouble the Houfe with the detail from which

. fuch computation arofe; he Would'oﬁly fay, that into his

eftimate he took the fums voted during the courfe of the laft

year for the American fufferers, amounting to. 62,0001, ;
~ the employment of -conviéls, the probable expence of car- -
rying Botany-bay plan into - execution, "togebh'er with va- =
. rious other articles of expence which muft be'incurred toa
confiderable amount.  With refpe& - to the ways and means -
- of the year, there had been voted. the land and malt taxes,
2,750,0c0l. and money ‘in the Exchequer of the furplus of

the S.ink'i'rigi Fund on the sth of April, -1,226,600l. The
great and ‘important queftion was, for what fum" the right
honourable' gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer)

might venture, without manifeft danger of anticipation, to
' ' : - -take

A. 17875
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take the growing produce of the furplus of the new‘fuﬁd.” .

to the 5th of January 1988. Confider the prefent ftate of
the Sinking Fund, compared with its ftate on the gth of

April 1986, Towards the ways and means of the laft year -

there was voted from the Sinking Fund the furplus. on the
sth of January 1786, §82,488l. Ditto on the sth of April

1786, 628,9821.. Thefe fums fo voted were the real and

aétual furpluffes at thofe -periods before the deficiency of
funds for the preceding year had ‘been replaced to the Sinking

, Fund. For this year they had voted the fum of 1,226,000l -

remaining in the Exchequer on the 5th of April 1787, of

the furplus of ‘the Sinking Fund for the difpofition’ of Par-

" liament. - But perhaps the Houfe was not aware, and many
gentlemen’ might be furprized to learn, that this' furplus
on the gth of April was raifed out of the fum of 1,435,392,

being carried -from the fupply of this year to the aid of that
quarter before the.ufual period: this arrangement of finance

the right Honourable gentleman admitted; and the order of-

the Treafury for replacing the deficiency at this-time was
certainly confiftént with the. dire€ions of the aét of Par-

verthelefs- be admitted, that the neceffity of carrying this

6go,000l. ; and by comparing what the Sinking Fund of
laft. year: received from Lady-day to Michaelmas, namely,
1,285,000l for thedeficiency of funds in the preceding

~year, with what it paid for deficiencies arifing from the sth-

of April‘to the 10th of Oétober 1486, namely, 774,000l
and the real furplus of the duties above the charges did not,
within ' that period, amount to 1,400,000l: and then there

‘was a deficlency in.the. Chriftmas quarter. In this year,
‘and at this time of the year, the aid from the fipply fof

the deficiency of funds was anticipated .and applied. “The-
- quarters at Mid{fummer and Michaelmas were left to pay all -

the charges and deficiencies which vfh'ohld( fall upon them
without receiving any external affiftance to enable them to
bear the burden. It therefore appeared to him, that more
- than 1,500,000, could not fafely or prudently be taken

| » liament of -the laft year for that purpofe. .But it- muft ne- .

. large fum to the Sinking Fund before the sth-of July might
- be of-the moft ferious and important confequence.to the
| future ftate of the revenue at the clofe of the year.. The;
right honourable gentleman took the growing :produce of °
the Sinking Fund laft year for 2,600,000l:3 but at Michael~ -
“~ mas there was wanting to make good this fum more than

\

from the growing produce of the furplus of the new fund -

to the sth of January 1788:. to this fum muft be added the

fundry articles of ways and means which the right honoura-

ble gentleman had taken, to the amount of .1,492,0001.

 Here Sir Grey Cooper ftated the ficR account, by which
Vor. XXI}; SR v L
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it appeared, that’ in the cdmparing of the fuPély with the

ways and means of the year there was a deficiency of in-
come to the amount of 1,381,179l. With refpeét: to fome
of thofe articles there feemed reafon to apprehend, that they
would not, in"the courfe of the year, ‘bring to the Exche-

quer the whole of what was. computed to be their ayailable
produce. © He apprehended, that in the fum of 400,000l

taken ‘as the refult of the afleflinent of certain new taxes,

there would be’a confiderable fai]ure‘fa'nd‘aeﬁ:cien;éy. The.

fum of 320,000l for the fubfiftence of the army, "and for
the victualling of fhips,- might be due to the Public from

. 'the Eaft-India Company ;- but was it certain or probable that
this inftalment of the debt.would be paid-before Chiriftmas, |
-or.even Lady-day next? The computed increafe of revenue

from' the commercial treaty and' the confolidating a& was

“taken"at 100,000l ; this feemed. a fanguine and over-rated.
~‘calculation ;. but- be that as:it . might, " there muft be fet
againft,that: eftimate the infallible diminution of duties in
- confequenceof the French treaty. The redution of the.
‘duties on. Portugal, Spanifh, and: French wines would de-: -
- falcate from the revenue of cuftoms and excife at leaft 1
200,000l and the reduction of the' duties on imported {pi- .
rits, in conformity to the French treaty and for Pprevention
of fmuggling, would diminifh the revenue. of excife to the
‘amount of smore than 300,000l He meant that this dimi-
nution would fall on. the prefent year; but he. admitted that -
in future the difficulties laid onthe {mugglers by the re:
duction ‘might occafion a greater legal importation, and com~ -

penfate by degrees the prefent facrifice of “duties’ to that

great objet;” He would not - trefpafs ori the patience of the. -
‘Houfe farther than to lay before thém the. ftatement of the
‘account -according to. the. modé preferibed by the Commit-=

tee,. ' which certainly wag the’ moft fimple and moft ditin&

- and intelligible method; and .placed" the income "and expen-

dituré in the cleareft light."

- . Here he flated at length the annual account of expendi-

‘ture and-revente, ‘made up. according td the form prefented

by: the Committee ‘of the laft years. and ‘by that account
the total of the {upply for the. current year amounted to’ V.
: . . s IR PN VRS T

[

S £. '126,6'33»,483:

.+ The total

S — .

coie et . Deficieticy. £. 931,635

If t}ieré' {‘hvoul‘d,il-)e any ‘€trors proved-in the :ﬁ'a'témg:’mits, he
would: mioft:readily 'correét them,“and feel himfelf happy to.
- beconvinded;" that the-'révenue of "the kingdom'was likely:

VoL R LN 1)
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of ways and means to - - . ’1555‘.7®1-,9128v -
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to ftand in a better pofture-at the-end of the year than that
in which it prefented itfelf to his judgement.” =

- Liord Newhaven remarked, that the account ftruck him
in a very differenit way, and in a manner more fatisfattory

fhip then went through the various iteris of the {upply.and

- annual expenditure on the one hand, and of the ways dnd

means on the other ; and thence made it out, that the ways
and mieans exceeded the fupply to the amount of nine hun-=

' +

~ dred thoufand pounds, . | :

Mr. Steele went over the arguments urged by the Chan=
cellor of the Exchequer on' the preceding Friday, applying
them one by one to ‘the feveral items of the ways and
means and fupply, in ‘the manner as the Chancellor of th¢
Exchequer had doneg, ‘in order to fhew the honoutable Baro-

147

Lord
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net on what grounds of calculation it was that his right hios .
nourable friend had been enabled to fatisfy the Committee;,

that notwithftanding the deficiency in the Cuftoms laft year;
for.two ftated and {ufficiently accountable reafons, they had
been able to apply 250,000l each’ of the -four quarters, to=

wards the diminution' of thé national debt, and weré now =

able to irate that there would be a farplus in favour of the
Public on balaicing the total amount of the ways .and

meanis againft the total amount of the fupply, without im-_
.pofing any frefh taxes on' the People. "If gentleriien were
*not fatisfied with that manner and mode of calculation, he
- wifhed them to come forward, with their own ‘mode of cal-". .
+ culation, and to fhew in what better manner the accounts

could be ftated. . o S
. Mr. Sheridan obferved, that notwithftanding the formidable

- dilemma into. which the- honourable- gentleman, who fpoke

laft but one, -had put the Houfe, by declaring, ‘that - if they

Mr. Shea
ridan .

difliked the manner in which the minifter had ftated the artie’

cles of his budget, le wifhed they would comé forward with'

their mode of calculation, and fhew how the accounts ought

his undoubted right to find fault with the Minifter’s budget,

‘Wherever he faw, or thought he faw caunfe of blame, and look
- for amendment to them, without feeling himfelf at all bound
-to fuggeft the ineans of it. Mr. Sheridan proceeded to call

ttie attention of the Houfe to the Report of the revenue Com-
mittee of laft year, obferving that the right honourable geri-

~'to be made out,’ he certainly thould perfift in the exercife of.

tleman, who had been chairman to that ‘Committee, was not

then in the Houfe. '[Mr. Grenville at that moment fhewing

* himfelf, Mr. Sheridan faid, he begged pardon, he faw the

right honourable gentleman,. and as he was forthcoming, he

He ftill perfifted in maintaining that the Report to which ha

A - .. '.,_ . C f}

‘heartily wifhed his revenue might "be, forthcoming likewife.}:

: -Newhaven,,
than it appeared to ftrike the honourable Baronet. His Lord+ -
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" had allnded was fallacioufly made up, and that every one of
the predictions which he had, in the courfe of the laft year

- hazarded, as to the deficiency of - the -ways and  means,

were_this year, fully verified and confirmed.” . The honour..
able Baronet, who {at near him, had proved in a manner per-
fe&tly fatisfatory to his mind, that there was a very great de-,
ficiency in the ways and means as flated by the Minifter in
the opening of the budget, on Friday, and the noble Lord
“who had endeavoured to anfwer the honourable Baronet, cer-
tainly had failed in-his attempt,
articles of the fupply, enumerating them feverally, and diftin-
guithing fuch as were voted, from fuch as remained to be vot-

. ed, and dwelt for fome time on the mifcellaneous fervices.
After going through the whole, he proceeded to notice the '

_ways and means which, he faid, confifted of fix articles. The
firft he mentioned. was, the hundred thoufand pounds, to be
_drawn from the cambric, and the confolidated duties., In

making out that article, forty.thoufand pounds.were taken by
‘the right _honourable gentleman for the. duty on cambrics,

which left 60,000 pounds for the confolidation of duties; a~

fum’ for which he was altogether at'a lofs to _account,. fince
‘when' the right honourable gentleman ftated his plan to the
public, he had not taken credit for near fo much, but had

- merely talked of eighteen or twenty thoufand pounds. [Mr.

Pitt faid acrofs the table, eighty thoufand.]  Mr. Sheridan

perfifted that the fum mentioned by the right honourable gen-

tleman had been no more than 18,000l or 20,000. and that
as likely to arifé from the alteration of the fraltions of fums
payable for duties into integrals.
thoufand pounds thus had been levied upon the public in new

_ taxes, and that in fo filent and concealed a way, that he was
convinced that Houfe generally had been unapprifed of the

fat till that moment. “This being the cafe, the right honour-

able gentleman had no right to boaft of a furplus, without his .-

being under the neceffity of impofing new taxes. . The next
articlé of the'ways and means was the firft fingulararticle to.

put into the Minifter’s Budgeét that he had -ever heard of: It )

was two hundred, and fifty thoufand pounds for an expected

- increale of the cuftoms, on account of a fpring of trade. He .
ridiculed” the idéa of a fpring- of trade; and contended, that .
even if any great increafe fhould take place, it muft produce .

- 650,000l. -before it could yield the 250,000l * In order to ex- -

- _-plain this, Mr. Sheridan faid the reduction of the duties. on

{pirits and wines would make a deficiency of .400,000l. and he
-argued. that the right honourable’ gentleman ought, when he -
let loofe fo large a portion of revenue, to have provided a fub-

~ ftitute to Have made good‘the.deﬁciency, “ He objected to the -
- 320,000l expedted to be paid by the Eaft India Company for

[ the

Mr. Sheridan went over the -

But it was evident, fixty

%
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the pay of the regiments"of'B'ri’tiﬂl troops /fcr\}ing inIndia, dé-

claring his firm -belief, that the Company neither would not |

could advance the money this-prefent year. Notwithftanding -

the right honourable gentleman over the way, (Mr. Grenville)
had on Friday laft declared, with fo much confidence, that he
had every reafon to regard the affairs of the India Company
as in a moft profperous and flourithing fituation, and that he
drew that opinion from the laft accounts which caxye.home
from India, he was of a'contrary opinion, and fo'much fo

upon the very ground where the right honourable gentleman
“had refted his opinion, the laft accounts received from India,
~ that he would move for thofe accounts to be laid before ‘the -
Houlfe, . and if the right honourable gentleman and his friends
firunk from that’motion, the Houfe would judge for itfelf,

which aflertion was moft. deferving of credit, that of the-

- right honourable gentleman or that which 'he had juft made.

- Upon the whole of the ways and means, there was a real de-
ficiency, and however it might be glofled over, a day would o
arrive when the right honourable gentleman ‘would with he

had ventured to come boldly forward with fome décifive mea-
fure applicable ta the real fituation of the country. With.
‘regard-to the army favings, and cafual fums which might arife

_ from the balances of accountants being paid in, and from the

taxes being rendered more ‘produtive,—thofe the right'ho-

nourable gentleman would find he ought not to reckon upor, -
if he confidered that there were provifions fooner or later to -

‘be made on account of the Royal F amily, the loyalifts, and
for- other fervices, which muft demand Tums far larger than

the produce of the fums in queftion. He ought, therefore, -
-not to perfift in an over-fanguine opinion, that his refources

‘were fully adequate to the poflible expences of the year, but

manfully look the fituation of the country in the face, -exa- -
* mine it thoroughly, and meet it with an adequately bold and -
decifive meafuré, and not refort to little fhifting praices of

changing the mode of colleting this and that tax, fo-as to
difturb the whole fyftem of revenue colle@ions, to the infi-

. nite vexation and perplexity of the fubject, who was fo teized
. ‘and harrafled by thefe perpetual alterations, that they fcarcely-
knew what the taxes were that his money was demanded for,

nor what the tax laws were under which he lived. Mr. She-

* ridan perfifted in his former declaration that the Report of the

Committee of the laft year had-been delufive, and faid, he had

~a propofition to offer which was for the inftitution of a new .

Committee; not a Committee made up of paymafters of tl?e
forces, and the immediate friends and fupporters of the Mi-
-nifter, nor of men conné&ted with party/ but a fair and im-
partial Committee, conftituted of perfons perfeétly indepen-

 dent and unconne&ed politically, ‘Such men were to be found =

~-n
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in that Houfe; and from a Committee fo conftituted, the

Houfe might expet a juft and authentic account of 'the real

- fate of the finances of the country, wpon which they might

fafely rely and proceed to ground {uch meafures as were ‘abfo-
lutely neceflary to convince all the world, that they had re-
ally gone to the bottom of their affairs, and were determined
to put them upon a proper footing. Mr. Sheridan read from
the Journals, the firing of refolutions relative to the Report of
laft year’s Committee which he had moved on the fourth of

- May laft, all of which had'been negatived, one only excepted.

.6

,"

© . f

. 8¢

- He reafoned upon thefe refolutions, and contended, that they
© bad, every orie of them, ‘been verified by what had fince hap-
pened.  After offering to pledge his credit with the Houfe,"

that the total of the fupply, for the two next years, - would
amount to thirty-two millions, Mr. Sheridan concluded with

‘moving,. that the refolutions of the 4th-of May Jaft might

be read. - C

They were read accordingly as follows: o '

“ That the expected annual amount of the national in-
-come fated in the Report of the Select Committee appoint-
* ed to inquire into the public income and expenditure, ap-
¥ pears in no refpet to have been calculated upon the ‘ave-
% rage. receipts .of any number of years, but is eftimated
#¢ upon the produce .of one year only, and fixed at the

v

2a)

"~ n

¢ creafe upon the new taxes. . ' R
- *¢ That it appears, that the amount of the annual ex-

“ penditure as oppofed to the amount of the public income .

“ fo calculated, is not a ftatement of the prefent exifting
“ expenditure, or of that which muft exift for fome years

*“ to -come, but is formed. upon the probable reductions
R WHicp it is’ alledged will have taken place towards the

“ end of the year 17915 in the profpe&t of a permanent

¢ peace.

¢¢ That the different branches of revenue, in'the period
apon which the future is calculated, ‘appear to haveé been
fingularly productive, particularly in the cuftoms; and
s greatly to have exceeded the amount of the prefent year
with which alone it is contrafted. R S
¢ That it does not appear.that any means were takern,
¢“ nor information ¢alled for, nor any examination enters
“‘ed intd by the faid Committee, in order to afcertain
% whether fach increafe of revenue had arifen from caufes
¢ which were likly to have a permanent operation, or other+

£€

-~

~

“ wife.

“ That fuchan inveftigation is fndi"fpex‘ifablfh’e}ceﬁ'ﬁrby be-
fore this Houfe can, -with confidence, calculate by the pro-
. oo ‘ o : S T s dyee

[

-

\

amount of ‘the fame, with the addition of the probable in~

€<
<«
«
«
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« duce of one year, the {uppofed future amount of the public* -
‘¢ income. : ' b f N

¢ That the uncertainty of eﬁimating,' by fuch a erites

- rion, the expected future: produce of the revenue is fill

more evident, upon a comparifon -of the quarter ending"

the sth of April laft, with the {ame quarter in the preced-
ing year, uwpon which the future-income‘ is-calculated, by
which comparifon it appears, that the amount of the
latter quarter is inferior by the fum of 188,215l 135 21d.

in the branch of the cuftorns to the former.-

.« That in the {aid Report tkere are certain' articles of rex

N1E

”
&

ceipt erroneoufly ftated, as proper to he added: to the futire

annual income, and other articles of expence, erroneoufly
‘omitted, to be added to the expenditure. SRR
¢ 'That the total expected amount of the future annual

receipt is ftated in the faid Report to be 15,397,471,
¢ That the fums voted, and to be voted, for the fervice of

' the year 1786, including the intereft and charges of the

- public debt, conﬁderab]y exceeds that fum, o
‘¢ That the means by which the deficiency is to-be made
_good, arife from aids and debts, which belong to the prefent .

year only, = :

¢ That there is no farplus income applicable to the reduc-
¢ tion of the public debt now exifting, - - I
¢« That a furplus income in the enfuing quarters can arife’

only by the renewal of a loan for an extraordinary million,
bortowed upon Exchequer bills. in the laft, "and charged:
upon the fupply of the prefent. year, and which loan it
would be unneceffary to make, but for the purpofe of pro-

- curing the faid furplus. ' P
“That, any extraordinary increafe of Exchequer - bills,
' contrary toa former praltice iz the time of peace, is an'in- -
' expedient anticipation of that affiffance which the Govern-
‘ment might receive in'the cafe of any circumflance ren-

rious, by the neceffity which will arife for the more {; peedy

ifluing fuch bills, in order that the object for which the loan:
is made, may be punctually and-effectually anfwered ; nor .
even thould fuch fayings accrue, will-it compenfate for the -

difadvantages above ftated,

pe€led furplus will arife upon the threc quarters next “en.

¢ That -admitting that; by the forggOing‘ means, the: ex.

fuing, and that henceforward one million annually is t6 be
applied to the redudtion of the debt, it appears-that there

" will'then bean interval of nearly four years before the com-
I AR SN ¢ mencement _

ERNC U .

dering it neceflary’ to'firengthen the ftate of our national -
- preparation, . . : S f ‘
.« That the faving to the public upon the intereft of money
" bBorrowed in' this way, is rendered improbable or preca--
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year, was a matter of ferious mortification to him 3 l?ut .tlius
much he would fay, that whenever he fhould dor'fo, it woulld =
be a proud day, and a day of triump_h fqr 'thl‘S country. -

: _Flatteririg as he thought the ftate of our affairs at home, and
‘confident as, he was of the care which would be 'gaken qf
them by the prefent Adminiftration, the profpect which they
prefented was darknefs oppofed to light 1tfel,f,<.wh§n cpmpqr_efl
with the profpet prefented by the ftate of affairs in India.
In lefsthan ten years, he declared; the Company .Would not

. have a debt of a fingle rupeein India, and he mentioned other ,
particulars of a moft favourable afpe, in that quarter of the
globe. He therefore having fuch a fatisfaltory detail to f’cate_
to the Houfe, could not but feel extremely aukward to.~ﬁn,d“
himfelf incapable of anfwering: the ‘hon'ourablg gent_lelpan s
challenge, becaufe he was embarrafled _by th.at C,ommxttef;,
the members-of which certainly. had it in their power te re-
fort tothe laft accounts from India, and to hint at\t-_he con=~
tents of any fingle’ paper, without having compared-it. WI?h
other papers, and then drawing from the whole what was

the true refult. : _ L .
- Mr. Dundas explained to. the Houfe the nature and ground -
of the demand of 320,000l on the Eaft-India Company
and faid; that by the claufe of the aé‘t.of the a1ft o{ the
prefent King, the Company were to pay two la:c‘ksr of ru-
* pees for the {ubfiftence of every -regiment of Brntlﬂx‘tr-_qops
Aerving'in India, confifting of a certain m{mb&.:r of b‘gttahpns,
and the payment was to be made at the time in India. T he
. Company having been unable to make the payment in India,
the Treafury had advanced the money, and thence the delzt
arofe. Nor was that all of tlle:Compauy’s debt. »The_lr
* .debt, on account of the army alone, was 500,000l and for
vI&:uaHing', &c. nearly a million was dne.in the .whole.
The Court of Directors had refufed payment here, ‘contend-
_ing that the payment, according to the at, ought to bé
- <made in India; but they forgot that it ought to have been
there in the firft inftance, and that the. Treafury having afi- »
vanced the money, gave them a right to_’demand pay'n!ent' in
~Lo::Jon, inftead” of going' circuitoufly to work, fending. o
India for a bill or bills ‘on Leadenhall-ftreet, and then ul‘tt- ‘
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¢ mencement of that permanent peace eftablithment which
 is to furnith, in the reduction ‘of fervices, 900,000l of the . -
. . ¢ expe@ted million furplus, - o
shs ¢ That in this petiod it appears from the vouchers annex.
NI "~ *ed to the faid Report; and other papers before this Houfe,

. % that a fum, amounting to 4,010,000l befides two milliong
- %€ due to the Bank, making together the fum of 6,010,000,
I ¢ will be'deficient and wanting, over and above the ftated an-
' ’ ‘¢ nual income.” ' = L RN
Mr.Dundas  Mr. Dundas declared, -that the honourable gentleman had
" put him into an aukward fituation, and he would tell the

Houfe what he meant. -The honourable gentleman had talk-

~ ed of calling for the laft accounts from India. Now, there was
nothing which he fo much defired, as to ftate to that Houfe

o the real fituation of the Eaft-India Company’s affairs ;‘but he
i , ~ was prevented from fo ‘doing by the exiftence of the Secret

Committee, who were employed in preparing articles of im-
, peachment againft Mr. Haflings, and by being a member of
IR ~which, he prefumed the honourable gentleman had: been en-
: abled to'get the information relative to. India, at which he
Sk - bad hinted il the courfe of -his fpeech, Mr. Dundas farther’
L explained himfelf, ftating that he had b’eén«excéedin’gly anxi-

- ous tolay before that Houfe, at a proper period, . the account
- of the Company’s affairs; that he thought that that precife pe=-

- riod had come, when the Bengal and Swallow packets.arriv-
“ed; and he accordingly prepared to fulfil his purpofe, and had
at that moment, the'r_efolutiqns_ which he ‘meant to move

- veady written; but in order to ground them fatisfactorily to
the Houfe, it was neceflary to preface them, with laying be-
fore the Houfe the accounts from whijch the inferences they =~
flated were drawn.  In order to do- this, he had fent to the

. auditor of the Company to put the accounts laft received

- from Indiainto a proper thape to belaid before Parliament, and

~ Tearnt that it would take up ten days or a fortnight fo to pre-
pare them, but that the auditor could not be fpared to do it,
without putting a flop to the progrefs of the Secret Com-
mitteé. As the bufinefs of the Committee 'Wasextremely pref-
fing, he had been reduced to the neceflity of giving way to it,”

~ and obliged, however reluctantly, to poftpone his intention ti}]
the next feflion; when he would, on'the firft poflible day,
bring forward the fubjed, lay the proper accounts before the
Houfe, and- move his refolutions, meaning that they fhould
remain on the journals as matters to be referred to, on any
fubfequent occafion, -in order that the Houfe might have fix~

- .-ediand certain falts to ground their arguments upon in fu. -
ture, whenever the ftate of the Company’s affairs fhould be
brought under difcuffion, M. Dundas declared. the not be-,

_ing able to open ‘what he might term his Indian budget that

L ST T 7 year,

-~ mately going to Leadenhall-ftreet for payment,” ;¢ o
.M. Chancellor Pzt faid, that if the hénourable gentle- Mr. Chine
man (Mr. «Sheridan) "had any  thing to fay, by way of ex- cellor Fitt. ,.
- ‘planation, or with a view to clear.up any point in which he ,
- might fuppofe himfelf to have been mifreprefented, he had -
'éertaixnly_a‘ fair right to be heard a fecond time; ‘but,’ evem,
if he withed to enter again into argument on the fubjec, if -
“he was defirous of introducing new.matter, or of amplifying -
~ and dilating on that which he had already offered, -he fhould
“Vor. XXII. X . bye
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be'extremely willing to difpenfe with the rules of the Hdufe, :
in favour of the honourable gentleman, particulavrly if what
he had farther to fay, was as little calctlated as his former
argument, to-effect what muft certainly be his only objeCt—
a refutation of the favourable ftatement, which on Friddy

laft he had made of the refources apd finances of the cour-
- try. The honourable gentleman had in anfwer to. him on

that day, complained of the neceflity he was under of being
extremely brief on the fubje€ then before the Houfe, for the
want of fufficient iaterials to furnifh out a fpeech-of proper‘
length ; but this defe@t he had now remedied, by looki‘ng for,
and introducing topics entirely foreign from, and unconnected

~awith the queftions " To what the honourable gentleman had

faid of tI'l'e‘ﬁt'uat'ion of the Eaﬁ‘-h)diavCompany’s affairs, and
to the miferable piCture which he had drawn of the revenues®

in Bengal, he thould for the prefent give no anfwer, it being
-a difcuffion in no way affedting that.on which the Houfs

was then engaged. But he was not furprifed to fee his right
honourable friend give way to the temptation which he muft
naturally feel om a fubject in which he was fo immediately
and officially concerned, to defeat and contradi&t at the in-

| ﬁaxlt, fo dangerous and fo unfounded a miftatement as that
made by the honourable gentleman. - The Houfe would foon

be enablcj(} to judge of the real fituation of the Eaft-India -
Cpmpz;ny s finances, both at home and abroad, when all the
papers and documents relative to that fubje&t could be pre-

-pared for their infpection, and-which, but for the circum-.

ftances ftated by his right honourable friend,- would have

2 > !
tong fince havg been ready, and the honourable gentleman’s
- mifreprefentations have proved thereby anticipated, and no

opportunity. .given him .of milleading ‘the Houfe and the
Public by partial ftaternents, and quotations from detached

. and i}nglg'papeys or correfpondences, of which he had fo
- amply availed himfelf. As to the circumftances which gave

rife to this difcuffion of the Company’s affairs, the fum of
400,000l to be paid by them, and which he had flated to the
Houfe as an zfem of ways and means on Friday Taft; on
that he wifhed the honourable gentleman would continue-

~ filent, qlltil he-fhould, by proper intimation on the point,
_be competent to underftand it.. The information was not as
-yet before the Houfe, but before it came to be difcufled, there

ﬂ}'ould'b‘e fufhicient documents on the table to._enable gentle~
men to judge, whether; under the a& of 1781, and coupling

with it the prefent fitvation of the Company, there was any

Ahadow of right in them to difpute the juftice of the de-

- mand, or any reafon why this was an improper time for en-
- forcing it. In fad, fo little pretence was there for fuch refafal
- of the right, thata much larger fum would fHll remain due, -

’

' : . : €yen

A. 1789, DEBAT.E S

even after this was paid; for the whole amotnted to abiove a
million; 500,000l..0n account of the army, and fomething
more than that fum for the navy. How inconfiftent, he
obferved, was it to fee the honourable gentleman become fo

zealous an advocate to prote&t the Company from- the pay-,
ment of a juft-and fair debt, who had formerly, with equal -
zeal, aflifted in pufhing forward a meafure calculated to de-
prive them of every property which they poffefled, as a body-
~corporate—and what an extraordinary alteration of fenti-.
‘ment muft-have followed the changes which had fince that
period taken place—when he, who in one fituation, would .
“defpoil thofe.of that which they poffefled by charter, would,
n the paymient of .

in another, endeavour to{kreen them from t

N g 1

that to which the Public were entitled bylaw., -~

The honourable gentleman had denied that he had éver' K

‘heard from Him, of any greater annual {um being expetted
from the confolidation bill, except about from 18 to 22,000l
befides the amount of the duty on cambric. - He would not
take upon himfelf to fay whether it might not be the fack
that the honourable gentleman néver had heard of any thing
more, but if he had not, it muft have been in confequénce:
of his not'being prefent when he had laid the plan of confo-
lidation firft before the Houfe.

tainly ftated a fum equal to that mentioned by the honoura-

ble gentleman, but he had ftated it only as the expeted -

amount of what would probably arife from that part of the

~ plan which went to the advancing fraétions to integrals. But

he had alfo ftated a tax upon timber and on drugs.  Nay, he
had reafoned upon the former of thofe two laft-mentiohed
articles, and had explained to the Houfe other motives, be-

. ﬁdes' barely thofe.of revenue, for making them fubjeét to the
tax in the particular form which was intended—and he re-

membered that part of the plan was debated, as he had
thought, by the honourable gentleman himfelf, "but certain-
ly by fome of thofe who ufually ated with him ; he fup-
pofed, however, that the honourable” gentleman had found
fotnething better to occupy his thoughts, by his having fo

entirely forgotten it. .
The honourable gentleman had .recurred to the Report of |

the Committee of laft year, and had fenewed his old objec-
tions againft it, and that almoft-exally in the fame ftate and

manner in which he had before attacked it ; he had even ar- -

gued againft it upon the authority and credit- of his own

- former arguments, and by way of comprefling them into

the compals of a fingle {peech, had quoted his own refolu-

tions which he had laft propofed. to the Houfe, but all of j: |

which, upon f{ome obfervations made in an{wer to him by
S - : X 2 o his

He would remind the ho-
- nourable gentlémaii .of what he had then ftated; he had cer-
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- bis rig,ht:‘:hononrable friend (Mr.’Greﬁﬁll@) h,ad_ been r_eje&éd

without a divifion. “The honourable gentleman had gone
upon the idea, that becaufé:one million of Exchequer bills

had been iflued, it was therefore to be held, - that we were

only borrowing a million ‘on one hand to pay a millon on
the other—and that our ability to pay arofe from our credit
‘to borrow, and not from any actually exifting furplus.
This was the greateft fallacy ever attempted to be impofed
upon that Houfe;. for the fact was, that the million for

which the Exchequer bills were iffued, was a debt contracted
in the year 1785, on ‘account of the extra charges-of the,
 war, and not any part of the charge of 1786—and the only ".
" . charge which could arife was, \not whether there was in fact
"a furplus of one million received into the Exchequer over and

~above the expencesof the year, but whether Tuch a furplug
aCtually -exifting, it «was more advifeable to apply it in dif-

. charge of .the debt of 1785, or of part of the three or four
- per cents: this latter was thought the more advifeable, be-.

caufe the. intereft on thofe funds, at their then price,” was
greater than that which the Exchequer bills' were then to
bear. = . : ‘ S -

~ The honouarable gentleman had dwelt much upon the fum’

of ‘250,000l ‘as ftated by him on Friday laft, to be the pro-

~ bable amourit by which the cuftoms of the current.year .
~ might be expected to yield an advantage applicable to theex-
“penditure of the year. But he had not ftated that fum as-

the exat amount of what he expected. He had affamed,.
and that on two {pscific grounds, which he had fully ftated
to the Houfe, that an increafe to fome degree muft naturally

“take place, but had not attempted to"afcertain the extent of-

that increafe. It might, and thete was fcaréely room for a

“doubt, but it would be confiderably greatér than"the fum-
“which he had mentioned; for, independent of the two ob=

vious caufés, which, in the year 1786, had operated to the

prejudice of the' revenue—namely, the fufpenfion of com-

‘imerce,. while thé commercial treaties wete depending, and

~'the uncommon' badnefs of the féafon in the Weft-Tndies-—
independant - of thofe two caufes' no longer exifting, there.

were others which had taken place, -in themfelves fufficient.
to warrant his expectations of a more favourable year for the.

future—thefe caufes weré the ‘'new markets which had been- -

opened to the cotintry. But thé honourable gentleman had
contended that a fet off ought to be made ggai"nﬂcrthe reve-

“nueof the whole amount of the reduction which was to
. take place on the dutv on wines—and he’ feemed to argue

tipon this do&rine, as’if the idea of increafing the revenue,
by diminithing the duties, had now for the firft'time beeri
heard of. - He remembered, indeed; ‘when on' a former 6c=
‘7 B B e Y S AN F R I P SN ;caﬁo"n','
bty s
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cafion, a noble relation of his [Earl Stanhope] now a mem-
ber of the other -Houfe, had reafoned on that principle—

that it was received by gentlemen on ‘the other fide of the

Houfe as monftrous and abfurd, and that when, on a for-

mer occafion, he had himfelf reduced the duty on foreign ¢

fpirits, from nine. fhillings to five, it was oppofed by the
fame gentlemen on an affumption that every diminution of
duty, muft be attended with an aCtual lofs of revenue. But

" the authority of thofe gentlemen was entirely deftroyed by

their own country practice; for when he had once propofed,

on the article of home-made fpirits, to reftore a part of the -

duty which he had formerly reduced, it was then argued by
them, that by fo doing the confumption might be checked,

- and the revenue, fuffer in confequence. . Nay, they had them~-

felves, when in office, recognized the principle; for they

~ had adopted and applied it to the article of Eaft-India muflins,
“which, -from the greatnefs of the duty, had been thrown nto
the hands of the ‘fmuggler,‘b‘ut which, with a .view to 1n- .

creafe the revenue they had reduced to a much lower duty.

To"prove that a confiderable increafe of the legal importation .

would take place, in confequence of. the i‘gdg'ced duty, he
flated the profits of the {muggler as fo trifling, 4t‘hat,they
would tend almoft wholly to-difcourage and put an end to

- illicit trade, and fhewed, from the accounts of the Cuftom:

Houfe and Excife Office, between the period in Whi.ch the lat—r
ter regulations for fupprefling’ of frauds in the wine trade,

~and that in which™ the negociations became fo generally
~ known, as to caufe a general ftagnation of trade; that the

legal importation, even under the old duties, had _increafed
in a proportion adequate to counterbalance and compenfate

for the redution which was to. take place in that article.

His reafon for ftating the fum of 250,000l as likely to be

“ the amount of the increafe in the cuftoms was, that, how-
ever low and moderate that computation proved, it was f}/lf-A )
ficient, -added tothe other articles of ways and means, which ~
were ceitain to anfwer the whole-of the fupplies of the pre--
fent year ; but fhould it be fill greater, as there was every -
iteafonable ground to expedt.it would, it would befo much

more clear difpofable furplus in the Exchequer for " the fer~

yices of the next year.» What was moft extraordinary, the

"horourable gentlemanhad accufed him of a wilful decegtion
‘on the Houfe, -in his ftatement of the revenues, and of the
ufe he had made in that ftatement of the finking fund, when,

_in fa@, he was the frft Minifter who had ever fuggefted a
. \"plan by which that fund was to be completely z}bql}fhed,
and, in confeéquence of which, no Minifter could in’future

4vail himfelf of that refort to technicals in ftating the condi-

ion of eur finances. which had fo often and fo fut;cefs;fl;llly
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been ufed, for the prote@ion of infolvent funds and fallacious -
As to ‘the fum of 1,226,000l re-
maining in the finking fund, which had given the honourable

ftatements of - revenues,

gentleman fo much offence, he did not know what to fay in

exculpation of himfelf, except that fuch a fum being adtually |
in the.Exchequer, he muft either apply- it to the fervice of

the current year, or elfe let it remain idle and ufelefs. - The
honourable gentleman had, with great {olemnity, ftaked his
reputation as a financier on the juftice of the doétrine he had
laid down ; that if we continued to keep up an uniform efta-

blithment, which was not to decreafe, and only enjoyed our
- prefent revenue, which was not to increafe:—in fuch a cafe -

we fhould certainly fall fhort in our refources: This was a
fa®t, which however the honourable gentleman might think
" it worthy of fo much’laboured argument, no one could think

of difputing with him—but_ there was. a_certainty that t;h'e ,

experice of our eftablifiments muft decreafe, and a great
probability that our reveaue- would improve. At all events
it was a fixt and invariable principle, and which that Houfe
had pledged itfelf to the Public to purfue, to iffue a million
annually -for the difcharge of the public. debt, and that, if
from any unforefeen increafe -in our eftablitfhmeénts on the
defalcation of revenue, the. refources of ‘the nation thould in-
any y,eax‘ fall fhort; it would be the duty of ‘Minifters to -
fupply fuch deficiency by a loan, and to provide a proper.
fund for the payment of the intereft of it. Such a neceflity
had not yet occurred; and-there was every reafonable degree
of e'xpe&ati‘on-th:;t it would not. occur. = After going “into
minute ftatements and inveftigations of feveral parts of the
revenue, and making feveral computationsy as well from cer-
tain averages, as,from correfponding quarterly receipts, in
_other years, in order to obviate the objections advanced againft

his general ftatement, and to prove that his expeétations of p ‘

an increafe in the revenue, adequate to the ends for which he
had ftated them, ~were well founded, he concluded his fpeech
‘with fome allufions to Mr. Sheridan’s\'fyﬁem of finance, and -

- to the new charater in which he appeared—as the advocate -

of the Eaft India Company. . C
Mr. Sheridan faid, he would confine himfelf merely to
He then made a reply to the {everal reafonings

He charged the Chancellor of the Exchequer ‘with having

~mnifreprefented his arguments, and {aid, he wondered, after -
- what'had now come out, that the . right honourable gentle-
‘man was not afhamed of reforting to fuch old and hacknied™

means - of oppofing fair arguments, as talking "of violated,
charters, and his right honourable friend’s India bill. Could,

| the right honqurable.gentleman deny, that the Court of Di-

rectors -
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re€ors, the Eaft India Proprietors, and even the Cdri_)pgny’s
fervants in India, now publicly declared, what had been ad-

- -mitted by his right honourable friend at the time, and"what -

had alfo been faid by him when the other bill was in agitation,
that his bill was a bold, a manly and an avowed refumption
of 'power which had been abufed, and that the right honour-
able géntleman’s bill filched author_‘l.ty, and dld‘ l‘h’flt naco-
vert, {neaking underhand way,. which the other bill did un-
difguifedly. ~Mr. Sheridan juftified his former argument re-

~ {pecting Mr. Pitt’s aflertion that about 18 or 20,0001, would

be the amount of the advantage reful,ting to the Public from
the confolidation of the duties, arnd appealed to’ the Houfe

- whether an idea had: been éntertained by them, when they
patfled the bill, that they were taxing the people to the amount .
~of between fixty and eighty thoufand pounds a year. He .

o

anfwered what had been faid to Lord John Cavendifh’s taking © "

nourable gentleman had been forced to confefs it to be a good-

.meafure, as its extremely beneficial coniequences undoubtedly
*“could ‘witnefs. -He had not complained of the right honour-

able gentleman’s following that example, but of his having
laid down a principle, and afterwards not ated up to hisown
principle, a fa& evinced by him in refpect to the lofs of re-

- wvenue, by the reduced duties on fpirits and wine. Mr. She-

ridan alfo took notice of what had fallen from Mr. Dundas,
and faid, ‘he had addreffed himfelf to a right honourable gen-
tleman (Mr. Grenville) and not to_him, when he talked of
"moving for the laft accounts from India, but that right ho-

- off the high-duties on muflins, and faid, that the right ho-

nourable gentleman had chofen to avoid areply. If his 'rig"h_t
“ ﬁanui'ab%e friend, (Mr. Fox’s) bill had pafled, there would

have :been no neceffity for a right honourable and learned

gentleman (Mr. Dundas) to come to the Houfe with hisIn= ~

dian-budget, which he waited, as he had declared, to have

properly - fhaped: - They all underftood what Shaping Eaft- -

India accounts was, but that thaping would, as he had juft

friend’s bill pafled, as one of its operations was to -have.
~obliged" the accounts of the Company to be ‘from time to
time laid before the Houfe.. . Mr. Sheridan again recurred to

+ his propofition of a new, afair, and an impartial Committee

to examine and report the real ftate of \he revenue and its

_ expenditure, :

Mr. /. Grenville appealed to his. two righg honourable
friends, whether he had not been impatient to rife, when he

 declared; have been unneceflary, had his right honourable -

Mr. W.

Grenville.
* had given way to them, conceiving that they had a better

right to be firft heard. It~ was not, therefore, as the ‘l}o-t‘; ,
nourable gentleman had been pleafed to fay, from any with

*-.toavoid a reply; that he had till that, moment continued

filent

ST
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filent.. He obferved, that he was ready then, and thould be
teady at any other time, as he had declared on Friday laft,
‘to meet the honourable gentleman on the fubject of the Re-
pport of the preceding year, or on the fubjet of the Eaft-

India Company’s affairs; and indeed ‘he had fo often refuted '

“the honourable gentleman’s arguments on the fubje& of the
Report of the Revenue Committee, that he was not a little
furprifed that the honourable gentleman fhould fo frequently
repeat -them, ‘and bring them forward. His two right ho-
mourable friends, Mr. Grenville obferved, had fo 'fully. ré-
‘plied ‘to the honourable ‘gentleman’s firft fpeech, -that they
‘had anticipdted almoft all. which he meant to have faid.

There remained, therefore, little more than for him:to ftate,:

‘that he fhould oppofe the propofition for a new Committeé,

. ‘becaufe it was'grounded on an affertion that the laft Com-
‘mittee-had made a fallacious report, an affertion, the truth

“"of* which he never would admit.

Mr. Grenville talked of
‘the great impropriety of the Secret Commmittee taking ad-

- “wantage of ‘the power of calling for-papers, with which they
were neceflarily invefted, and forgetting the diferetion due
‘from them, partially proclaiming fats relative to the prefent

~ftate 'of affairs in [ndia, which by no means ftood -conineted

~“with the immediate obje& of ftheir appointment. -
Mr. Burke:

. right honourable gentleman (Mr. Grenville).and added, that
“{o far from his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) below him

_being liable to it, he did affure the right honourable gentle-.

~man; ‘that the Committee had not been afﬁﬁed-bﬁy\his: honour~

“‘ablefriend more- than once, and then he had given them his

- company-only for half an-hour.” Mr. Burke denied that the

~charge was at all relevant ; and with regard to himfelf, who j
~ was the perfon perhaps moft affiduoudly intént on the fubjedt’

~which led him to the India Houfe, he faid, he was profound-
‘ly ignorant concerning the ftate-of affairs in India, and fo
- wholly occupied was he with his obje&, that he had not the

leaft thought of attending to fecondary ‘confiderations; nay, . I
o little curiofity had he, that although'he was at the India :

" Houfe when it was refolved to refufe payment of thé demand

of 320,000l. for the money -advanced to “the " Britifh regi-

“ments for fubfiftence, while férving in-India, he had not in-.

quired what the Court was about, nor ‘heard of ‘it till either

| ‘Saturday night or Sunday morning. Mr. Burke laughed at
‘the ftatement of 320,000l as’ the -debt of the Eaft-India
‘Company, payable this year,; and faid, it was evident, that

inftead of an aid to that amount to be depended upon for -

;payment within' the ‘year, the Minifter had gotten in ex-
~ ehange, a law/fuit with a good-title, “He declared, that the

Secret

* Mr. Burke obferved, that he felt it his duty, to exculpate the
‘Secret Committee from the charge made upon them bya.

' tleman had 'ful‘ly‘ cleared himfelf and the Committee from, the
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Secret Committee had exerted themfelves induftrioufly, and -

that_they would be ready to deliver the articles of impeach- -
ment on the morrow, and that he meant to bring forward the.
charge on the fubje&t of the mifdemeanors in Oude ‘in ‘the
courle of the enfuing Thurfday ; but if he could underftand:
that any gentleman doubted of the criminality of the facts
contained in that charge, he fhould in that cafe wifh to poft-
pone it to- Monday, as he was fomewhat unprepared on the

- fubje@, baving of laté had his time occupied by other im-

portant matters, - . S TR R,
" 'Mr, W. Grenville admitted that the right honourable gen- gr:én:ilie. |
charge of having made an indifcreet ufe of their powers;
inftead, therefore, of the honourable gentleman’s (Mr. She-
ridan) being liable to the fufpicion that he had fuggefted of
his {peaking from too good information on the fubject of the
ftate of the Company’s affairs in India, it was evident he had

fpoken from no information at all.

Mr. Sheridan defired the right honourable gentleman, when Mr. Sheris]

" he thonght proper to argue upon the degree of information “™

from which he (Mr. Sheridan) had fpoken, to reft his argu-

U ments on what he admitted to be the.information in-his pof-

 the fources from whence that information was derived. The

- DireGtors laft Thurfday, but he had left his fentiments in

fefion, and not on what any other perfon ftated it to bes He
alone could be a judge of the information in his mind, and

quarter from whence he had learnt what he hinted at, was -

‘an indifputable authority, and- fuch as he fhould not: be

athamed to ftate to the Houfe. R . L
Mr. Baring faid, that he was not-prefent at the Court of Mr. Baring.

writing : that the demand of 320,000 l. had been made fud-

‘denly on' the Company, at ten days notice;-'that it was

obvious what flep was their duty as Direétors to take : that -
they confulted their law officers,  to enable themfelves to fend
2 proper anfwer to the letter : that they had their doubts as =
2o the propriety and legality, or rather the equity of the de~
mand, A'doubt, M. Baring {3id, was entertained by them,
whiether it was notunderftood when the aé in queftion paf- -
fed, thag the Company were. liable to the payment of the
two laeks only, while their territorial revenue afforded a fur-
plus over their expenditure equal to the payment, and, of
courfp, when' their territorial revenue was exhaufted by the
‘demands of war, and other -exigencies, whether they were
not; Wholly exempt from any claim of the fort. _Amother
ﬁ‘iaq r of doubt was, as to.the exchange of the rupeg. . = -
"They niliderfosd’ the exchahge to be after a rate confiderably

- Towep than"the-rate’ of ¢xchange fiated’ in theclaim of Go-

Yerp

ment. . Avthipddifficulty whs, thiit-as the Company was
Vg XXILT o X

wnder-
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under acceptance of bills to be paid in 1188 and 1789, to

the amount of milfions, it behoved them to look into the

flate of - their affairs with care, before they gave an anfwer,

as they were bound to fee whether, if they paid the 320,0001.
demanded, they fhould be in cafh to anfwer the bills which
they had accepted when they became due; and, after all, the
aét fpecified that the money was to be paid in India.

Lord Mul-  Lord Mulgmw expr effed his aftonifhment that fo olda Dx—-

grave. rector, and {o experienced a man in accounts, as the honour-
‘able crentleman, thould talk of being taken. by furprife, and
complain of being called upon to pay the 320,000 at only
" ten.days notice, when there was the a& of Parliament to in-

form the Dire@ors of -the debt, and the 8r ounds on which it
The accounts of the charge,

could not fail to be demanded.
‘with all the particulars, had been fhewn and communicated
to'a Dire€tor; and, would the honourable gentleman deny.

that the Court of Dxre&ors knew that the money had been

advanced by the Treafuxy ; whereas it ought to have been
paid by the Company in India? The Company’s debt was
very confiderably more than 320,0001.; but, as there was
" money wanted to {upply. deficiencies’ in ways and means; in
makmg up a budget, it was natural to refort to the Compa-
.ny’s-indifputable debt, and it was thought'advifeable for the

prefent td claim no more than the 320,0001. ; and, wasit te -

be ftated, that before-it was paid the Company muﬁ fee the\ o

freafury accounts to examine. the particulars ?

Mr. Baring anfwered, that it was the Company’s own ac-
counts to which he meant to allude, as neceflary to be feen,
and no other. -~ With regard to the particulars of the claim
having been commumcated undoubtedly the Chairinan had
- produced fuch a paper ; but when it was defired to be copied

for the purpofe of remaining as a matter of authent:c refe—,

rence, an hefitatiofi had been made.
My. Chan-

fufficiently evince the particulars of the:claim. ;2

Mr. Grey afked; whether the right honourable.and Ie'lrned
gentleman meant to lay: the létter of Lord Cornwallis before
the Houfe when he opened his Indian budget. -

- ‘that he never would confent to lay the whole of thatiletter.

: Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that the paper for Whlch he de-
sellor Pitt. fioned to move, asfoon as the Report was agreed to,. would B

‘Mr. Dundas declared that he had no hefitation to fay then :

“before the Houfe, as it contained fucrge{hons of pcﬂrtxcal:‘

~ plans, which might or might not be adopted ; and ﬁuely,

" - before they were decided upon, one way or the othet, it

would bé in the higheft degree unwife to let them go forth to
‘When the day fhould dome, that he coulci‘ ﬁate -
the fituation of affairs accmdmg to the laft account$f fhe;’

the world.

reafonmgs of Lord . Cornwallis upon the ﬁate of affairs in.

“Fhidia

B S R B T Sspss
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India would be proper to accompany that ftatement, ‘and
therefore he had no manner of objection .t adhere to the ex-
preffion of ¢ the accounts being fhaped, fit ‘for the Houlfe,
and to repeat, that when they were fo fhaped, he Would
bring them forward.

Mr. Smith, formerly Chalrman of the Couxt, obferved Mr. Smith,

that there were various reafons which made it neceflary for :
the Court of Directors to demur with regard to payment.

', Among others, the claim was for 320,000 I. whereas'i in their

auditors of accoants books 400,000 . ftood as‘the amount of
the {ubfiftence. This naturally called for examination ; but
he had no doubt thatas foomas the matter was clearly made .

“out, the Company would cHeerfully pay the money, or any

other demand which the Public might fairly have upon them.
“The refolution was read a fecond time and agreed to, aftet

Wthl] the Houfe adjourned : S
o . Tuequy, 24!/9 Aprils. 5
The followmg fate of the Sinking Fund was lald before g
the Houfe, and the totals ftand thus: P
Lo s 'd.

Total. charge on the 5th of ]anuarv _
1787, - 1’518 187 7 74

Surplus on the 5th day of ]anuary R -

I787: o RS 253,174, 18 ION_-

,776,362 6 6

Total charge on the 5th day of April .

‘-1787 ' - 1,351,680 18 34

Surplus on the 5th day of Apnl 1787, 1,601,395 10 O

o oan e = e e e i

£ 3,013,076 8 9%

Mr. Dundas expreH'ed ‘his’ determmatxon, in confequenCe Mr. Dundas ,

of what ‘had paffedthe preceding night, that no exertion
which could contribute to bringing the ftate of ‘the affairs of -
India before the Houfe, in the prefent feffion, fhould be
wanting, and, with exertion, he hoped to bé able to accom-.

plith it} but, in order to make the requifite preparations, it.
was-neceffary for him to move for a variety of papers.

- Mr. Dundas obferved that Earl Cornwallis’ letter confift= .
ed of thlrty-mne paragraphs preceding the concluding fec-
tion, for copies of which he meant to moveé ; but’as the laft
feéhon, which was fraught - with fuggeﬁlons of plans and
{chemes, proper, in the noble writer’s opinion, to be adopt~

ed by Government with regard to the future management of -
'Y 2 . affairs

!
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“affairs in India, would call for mature confideration before

they were determined on, either one way or. the other, thofe

who had feen that letter muft, he conceived, be aware that
the feCtion 'was improper to be made public. As, however,
his with was by no means to blink any part of the fubject,
but to give the fulleft information, if any gentleman thought
it requifite to call for the whole of the letter, he fhould not
object to it, as he had rather fubmit to fome inconvenience
than have it imagined that any thing was kept back or 'refu-
- {ed, which would throw a material light upon the fubJeé‘:

Mr. Skeridan complimented the right honourable and learn-,
ed gentleman on the candid manner in. which he had exprefled-
himfelf, but faid, he fhould clofe with his latter propofal, -as

the fe@ion of Earl Cornwallis’ letter il queftion, though it
certainly contained fome things which had better not be
made public, was alfo repIete with arguments and obferva-
tions upon the facts ftated in the preceding thirty-nine para~
- graphs, extremely material to their explanaton.
The sotions were all agreed to.

‘Mr.Francis  Mr. Francis rofe with a new{paper in his hand, and faxd -
~ that he neither meant to make a motion nor a complaint, but

“he hoped that he thould not violate the order ‘of the Houfe,
when he ftated that there had that day appeared 2 moft un-

fair and unwarrantable attack upon him, figned:John Scott;

and that he prefumed the fignaturé was, thatof a mermber
of that Houfe [Major Scott nodded]. By the honourable
gentleman’s gefture he faw that it was; he had therefore to
fay farther, that as it was an attack upon him grounded upon
a new{paper’s account of what he had faid in his difcharge of
his parliamentary duty,. and in the execution of a particular
office impofed upon him in that Houfe, he meant to have re-
courfe to the laws of- his country for a remedy, and indeed
he had already retained counfel for that purpofe; but as a

real fignature was annexed to the letter, he fhould not pro-‘

CPed againft the prmter”‘ .
: M'\JOX‘
E 7 PH*LIP FRANCIS, Efq.’
S TR, ‘ |

Y ov have been pleafed to complain, (:f I may depend upon Mr.
Woodfall) that you have been repeatedly attacked in’ prints” and
‘pamphlets, and often by the fame perfon under different fignatures.
Such'a complaint comes not with much grace from Mr, Francis, who,
{oon after his return from Eng land began to attack Mr, Haftings ano-
nymouﬁy., -You have written'at leaft four anonymous pamphlets | fince
783, 'You have, however, made the complaints, and I will take ‘care
‘ ihatlyou thall have ne. caufein futuxe to glanoe at me; fox whenever I

Lot , ) ma){‘
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Major Scott faid, that although the honourable gentleman

| (Mr. Francis) had made no motion, yet he hoped the Houfe

would permit him to fay a few words in reply. The ho-.

’ nourable gentleman had thought proper to inform the Houfe

that he had commenced a fuit at law againft him. - What .
had the Houfe to do with that? " When firft the honourable
gentleman

may find § it neceffary to mention your name, I fhall have recourfe to thc
fame public mode of addrefling you as I ufe in this letter,”

You have often declared that you retain no refentment againft Mr
Ha{’cmgs —It would be indecent and prefumptuous in me to offer a res

" mark upen any thing that you have either faid or done as a member of

Parliament ; but when you défcend from your fenatorial dlgmty, when
you commence pamphleteer, I have juft as great a right to examine the'
juftice of your remarks, as I have to expofe the mconﬁﬁencxes of your '
friend Mr. Burke,

You pubhfhed your firt Parlxamentary Speech in the month of ]ulye
1784, and in that pamphlet you fay, T thould be forry to be

¢ fufpefted capable of entertaining a fpark of perfonal ammoﬁty o
¢ againft Mr. Haflings. We are both of us men of tempers oo -

¢ end, and the hoftilities it produced expired with it. Affuredly I feel

¢ againft me.” - Thefe, Sir, were’ your fentiments, eloquently deli-
wered in the Houfe, deliberately written in your clofer, and induftri-
.oufly publifhed to thc world, How far you was ﬁncerc, I {hall now
proceed to examine, > .

Mr. Burke fpeaks of you as one of the firft pamphlet writers of the‘
age 5 and as he is a gentleman of long praftice as a pamphleteer, he
-muft be deemed a competent judge of forcible and gummy compoﬁtxons.
I pafs by the fitft of your. performances, becaufe it was written pres
vious to the {folemn declaration’ which I have quoted ; but your ¢ Obs -
4 fervations on Mr. Haftings’s Narrative,” and on ¢¢ his Letter rela-
¢ tive to Prefents;”” were written-laft year; they were publicly fold

- and even fent gratis to Peers of the realm. Your ¢ Obfervations on

¢ the Defence of Mr. Haftings’s was pubhfhed this year. Will any
man of honour and common fenfe who reads thcm, affirm, that the
perfon who wrote them was not attuated by a degree of perfonal ani-
‘mofity hardly to be parallelled ? 'Was it neceflary, Sir, for the fake of
public juftice, which you avow to be your objeét, that you fhould en=
. dedvour toinvelve Mr. Ha&mgs with the firft perfonages in the kmg«

dom, and with"all the various parties into. which the kingdom is di= B
" vided? Iaffirm, that you ftudioufly attempted to do Mr. Haftings the
. greateft injury that you could do him, when you declared unrefervedly,
- that the author of ‘a celebrated pamphlet was educated ¢ in the {choal

¢ of Mr. Haftings.” Had you joinedin the prefent profecutlon upon. .
the. great public grounds, by which you affert you are ~attuated, you

could not have defcended to the pradtice of. fuch arts ; but hanng fo ’

defcended, having publifhed four anenymous pqmphlets, it is wonder~
ful mdeed that yox, of all men living, fhould venture to complain to
the publxc of being anonymouﬂy attackcd in pnnts and pamphletso '

1 fhall

warm to be capable of retammg refentments. Our conteft is at an . -

‘no enmity againft him, and I readily acquit-him of harbouring any - - v
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gentleman began his fpeech, he conceived that he was going
to prefer a complaint of 'a breach of privilege, and that com=

" plaint he was ready to meet. What was the complaint of -

the honourable gentleman? That he had been calumniated
for doing his duty as a meémber of Parliament. - Was that
"The honourable ‘gentleman had
o , : ertten

T thall examine a fecond connadl&lon in your opinions of 1734 and
2787,

~In your fpeech of z784, aftcr declalmg that Mr, Haﬁmgs s judgea-

ment does not travel qulte fo faft as his imagination; you add, ‘¢ Un.

é¢ doubtedly he _is a erfon of wncommon abilities. No ‘man knows
y P .

¢ them better than I do. No man has tried them more than I have
6 done.” You proceed, it is true, to ftate inftances in which Mr.
Haﬁmgs has been duped by Indian Princes who, ¢¢ shough far inferior
¥ to him in talents, have an advantage over him in other qualifica-
¢ tions.”” Let it fuffice to fay now, that you were miftaken in all the
falts which you adduced to prove your affertion. Moodijee Boofla did
not form the confederacy againft us in 1779. He gave the moft un~
_equivocal marks of his fri¢ndfhip for the Englith; and fo far was Mr..

* Haftings right, and Mr. Francis miftaken, that the peace with Tippoo,

which Mr., Haftings in Dccember 1783 foretold would foon take place
was aftually concluded near four months prior to the day in which you
pronounced with confidence that it was not ¢ even in profpeét.”

But although you doubted Mr. Haftings’s judgement upon fome

~ occafions in 1784, ftill you .allowed him to be ¢ a perfon of wincome

$¢ mon abilities”  On Thmfday laft, if ‘T may believe Mr. Woodfall,
(for it would be improper to truft to my own recclle€tion) you gave

~ him neither judgeient, nor abilities, nor talents of any kind ; and you
N cxpreﬂ'ed in very ftrong terms, the.degree of furprife you felt, on your. -

arrival in Calcutta in 1772, to find Mr. Haftings fo deficient in .abili-

ties and ]udgement. . Pray, Slr, am Tto belleve Mo, Francns in 1784, :

or Mr. Francisin 1987 ? -

Were you and Ito go ‘inito detad the controveri’y would be endlefs s>

but there is one common-fenfe way of coming to a decifion cven with
ingenious men on.every point, however intricate it may be; for in-

ftance, we may puzzle ourfelves for hours as to receipts, balances, and .
- remiffions of the revenue for twenty years paft; but let the a&ual

nett receipts of a diftri& be put before us, and we thall agree at oncé'

-. as ‘to the moft profitable mode of coHe&mg revenues, though we may .
~ differ in opinion as much as ever as to that which is the beft mode.

The man whom you have ano;gymouﬂy attacked has, at leaft, had the
merit of prefervmg an empire 1n a feafon of uncommon difficulty and
danger. The men with whom you all were employed for feven ‘years -

in accuﬁng each other of difmembering the Britifh empire, and involy-

ing themation in difficultics and debts, from which even the refources.

" of the country Mr. Haftings preferved can never free.it: yetof fuch .

confequence is an Indian empire, that on Friday laft a gentleman high
in office, who has given a freth {pring to public credlt, by his account

‘of our finances, defcribed our poffeflions in India as in a ftate of peace,
fccurxty, and profperity, as the moft flourithing and important part:-of

aur fcn eign domxmens, as the part from whencc Great Brltam had de-
: T nvcé
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written pamphlets ; the honourable gentleman had publifhed

{peeches ; and from the moment they were publifhed, and
to be purchafed at eighteen pence each, he contended that

‘it was perfé&ly free for him or-any other perfon to comment

upon them with as much freedom as they chofe. What was

the cafe in the prefent inftance? He had been accufed of ca-

lumniating the honourable gentleman in’ prints and pam-
phlets ; and as he was determined the honourable gentleman
thould never in future have caufe to make the fame com-
plaint, he had a&ually publithed the moft offenfive thmg ‘he
had ever written relative to the honourable gent]eman in the
Public Advertlfer, in order to give the honourable gentle-

_ fnan an oppartunity of taking what fteps he pleafed, and he

(Mr. Francis) had informed the Houfe, that he meant to
’of law. then he would .meet him; but except there was a
‘complaint of a breach of pr1v1lege, it was-a bufinefs which
could not poﬁibly come before the Houfe. The Major again

declared

rived. immenfe rofourccs in times paﬁ and znwht expet to derwe ﬁxll
great refources hereafter.

I do'riot recolledt that-I have taken the liberty to mention your name

inan anonymous pubhcatlon, atleaft in a particular manner, more than

~once, and then it was in fac drawn from me by an ingenious ﬁatement‘

of-your own; and I fhall. now beg leave to repeat the {ubftance of
what I then wrote. In.one of your pamphlets you gave us threein-

genious calculations : they ftruck me fo forcibly, that-I attempted a -

fourth myfelf. I publifhed it as you did your pamphlet, anonymoufly.

It was unworthy your notice ; for it was too plainly marked for you
to doubt from what ¢f {chool’’ it came.” I affure you, however, that.’

Mr. Haftings was not privy to the publication of that letter; nor will
he, or any other perfon, be privy to this that Iam now wntmg, until it
appears in the .papers.

It was my opinion (an opinion which 1 il retam) that the claufe - -

in Mr. Pit’s bill, which compelled gentlemen returning from India to

declare the amount of their fortunes, was a good claufe, upon this -~

ground’ ‘that it tended-to obviate the miftakes and pre)udxces which
exifted as to the enormeus amount of fortunes acquired in India. The
claufe, however, was univerfally reprobated abroad, not becaufe gen-
tlemen were apprehenfive of the confequences of a dlfcovery, but for
different reafons; they were ‘truly confcious that they merited the ap-
probation, not the cenfure of their countrymen, and they would not

fubferibe:to the dxfgrace of being feparated from the mafs. of their fel- '

low fubjeéts.

‘Thére are men, however, in certain ﬁtuatlons from whom fuch a

Aifclofure might come with great propriety, and Mr. Francis is one of
this number., You havei in 2 manner called upon M, Haﬁmgs to ac-,
count to the world for the {mallnefs of his fortune, and it would af-
ford fatisfaltion to me amongft others ta know how yours. cames to bc
fo 1argc. o :

commence. a {uit agamﬁ him in a court of law. In’ ‘a court -

I have‘
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*that he can {pend {o much.
pay. for, which muft have coft: you 1400l.-a year, and I have ftated

PARLIAMENTARY

A, 1987,

declared that he difclaimed the moft diftant idea of attackmg
the honourable gentleman out of doors as a member of Par-
liament ; but, as a writer of pamphlets, he had an undoubt-~
ed title to anfwer the honourable gentleman, in a newfpaper

or pamphlet, as often as he thought proper. o
N : - Sir

‘

I have no means of difcovering what you poﬁ'ell'ed prior to your

appointment in the Company’s fervice 5 butas you appl}ed to the Court
of Dire&ors for the loan of two thoufand pounds previous to your

~embarkation, which fum they generoufly lent to you, I may fairly pre-
fume that you neither poflefled a landed eftate; nor money in the funds,

at that period. | .
As a member of the Supreme Council you could ncither trade, nor
receive prefents; and I prefume you did what cvery Englith gentle-

" man does who has money; you annually took up your proportion of

the Company s remittance.  You received, as a fervant of the Coms

pany, in fix years and a half, — — -— 65,ooo1
. Per Contra. v
Repald the Direftors —_ - o — 2000
Expence of living, houfe rent, town and country, fer- '

v vants wages, &c. &c. for ﬁ( years, at soool. a year . 30,000.
Contingencies —_— — — — — 10,000
Paflage out and home  — — — — 2,000
“Expences in Engldnd for feven years —_ — 8,000

52,000

Inmy calculatxon, I have not followed your example. You allow
Mr. Haftings eight thoufand current rupees a month, and then wonder
“You have a rown and a country houfe to

your whole expences but at sooo0l. a year. If you fived upon that
fum, You were a very admirable ceconomift. ~The other chalges are
certainly not exaggeratcd
pounds ; and it refts with you to prove how that thirteen was increafed
to fixty thoufand pounds, which I was told by a friend of yours, who is.
dead, (dnd it'is the fathion noi to quote evidence of this kind) was the
acknowledged amount of your fortune.

Suppofe for a moment I wcre to argue as you have argucd-——You :

fay, that when Mr. Croftes got his bullock contradl, it was to provide
for fome concealed intereft. “When an old fervant of the Company
early in 1775 was deprived of the firft office in Cazlcutta, ip point of
emolument, and when' that office was given to a young writer, who
lived chiefly in your family, what was the general opinion in Calcutta

" upon fo flagrant an a&t of m)uﬁlce> Was it not that this jobb was

done to prowde for fome concealéd intereft # Yet the fufpmon, as it
affeted you, may have been as unjuft as T know your infinuation was
fefpefting Mr. Haftings, T fhould be glad, however, you would-ex-

- plain to the public what pretenfions Mr. Livius, a writer, had to the

poft of military ftorekeeper, the firlt office in Bengal. :
When Mr. Briftow wasappointed Refident at Oude, through’ your
influence, in Novcmber, 1774, the appointmentmight have been made

upon the pureft prmmPles 3 but wherher the fufpicion was Well founded
- of

"A. 1787

This would leave you thirteen thoufand

" plain of anonymous attacks in prints and pamphlets.

, ('wve;zdﬂ: Squarc’, April 22, 1787.

'DEB A T E S.
Sir Gilbert Elliof rofe to give notice that* on the enfumg

" Tuefday he meant to bring forward the {ubjelt of-the ims

peachment of Sir Elijah Impey.
Mr. Dundas obferved, that although he did not mean to
obje® againft the motion, he muft entreat the honourable

Parliament was not likely to continue fitting much longer.
As far therefore as his recolleGtion ferved him with regard to
the fubje to which the honourable Baronet had alluded, it

~_ would be abfolutely impoffible for him to complete his pur-

pofe in the prefent feflion. He fubmitted it therefore to his
good | fenfe and cand,our, whether it Would not be more ’1(1—

or not, the fa& is certain, that it was vexy genelally beheved you had

an intereft in Mr: Briftow’s appointment.

Wheén Mr. Mackenzie, in the month of Aprll, 1 780, after havmg
held the opium contract for three years, obtained it for another year, in-
direét difobedience to the orders of the Court of Direftors, at a mo-
ment when you had a majority in the: Supreme Council, which you
excrcifed very foon after, it might poffibly have happened that you gave

169.
Sir lebcrt

M'r'. Dundas

» _ Baronet to récolle@ the period of the feffion, and that the .

that gentleman the contra&, becaufe, according to your own principles, -

you-deemed it bad policy to engage upon too low terms with any con=

trator~ But hoiv fhall we reconcile it to common fenfe, or confiftency,

that you have condemned Mr. Ha&mcrs for giving the fame contrals’
precifely upon the fame terms to Mr. Suhvan > You know that your
near relation, Mr. Tilghman, received -eight thoufand pounds. from
Mr. Sulivan for his fhare of .the contra&. Give the world one proof

- of 'your patriotifin, and reftore to the Eaft-India Company the eight

théufand pounds which you new feem to think was improperly ob-

tained.. Mr. Mackenzie was your intimate”friend ; Mr. Tilghman

was your relation; they have both benefited by a contraét, which you
now ¢ondemn Mr. Haftings for having -granted.

I-am ready to allow that there is a certain degree of- 1mpertmence in -

- ftating a gentleman’s expences, or in fpeculatmg upon the probable
- amount of  his fortune ; but you, Sir, have fet'me the example, and

you ftand in a particular predicament. You firfk began this fpecies of
anénymous- ferutiny—I replled to it anonymouily. You now com-
1 do affure: you,
Sir, I will never in future give~ )ou caufe to make the fame complamt
agamﬁ me. , N
' _ I have the honour to be,
-85 IR, ’ :

Your moft obedient, humlle fervant,
JOHN 5CO TT.

P.'S. That you may have been employed as a Clerk in the Secre-

_tary of State’s Office, or in the War Office, many ycars ago, are falts

of no moment, nor have they "ever been difputed. Thefe offices, it

“appears, did not afford you more than a fubfiftence, fince you applied

for pecuniary affiftance to the ComPany when you w ere firft appointed
in thelr fervxce. .

Vou XXIL - oz

'w"l’feable :



Mr. Burke. . Mr. Burke faid, that no man was more in earneft than he
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vifeable for him to poftpone the whole proceeding to the next
feffion, ' - SR
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was in the intended impeachment of Sir Elijah Impey, be- %
- caufe a greater and more flagitious criminal did not exift than ' : - 2,280 200 o
he conceived him to be, and the honour and charaéter of the ¢ [«f/‘/ P i /
country, as well as of that Houfe, were called uponto prove 77 f . . ol :
his guilt and make him an example. Sii Elijah had been /"’L‘“/ e f ol -2 e J o
fent out by that Houfe to reftrain oppreflion, and he 'hag be- ' D7 J /,7 ] A
- come an oppreflor; he had been fent out to execute an of- : Srear ’%”m HIE e T ,
- fice which depended upon evidence, and he had cut up evia ' ,
dence by the roots 3 he had been fent out to ftem the torrent t//é/;‘?7 v S EH G/ 'Z/l‘v 77 ;
of corruption, and he had himfelf become a corrupter.  Sir - e '
-Elijah, therefore, in his opinion, deferved exemplary punifh- ovance V74 ¢q7f ﬁ7A ' /7f 7

ment : but when he adverted to the confiderations ftated by

the honourable and learned géntleman, and when he likewife

confidered that he had himfelf been the means of ‘enfeebling

his honotrable friend’s caufe, by ftripping him of that affift-

M fore e lheoies - § 337, 199 2565

6\7)%&(:/1(1(;)’ .o ____;Z/Z/, 377 .. / i

ance which the honourable Baronet was entitled to expe&t,
_-andengroffing the abilities of {o many gentlemen, by enga-

ging themto take a fhare in the conduét of the proceedings

againft Mr, Haftings, he could not but join his fentiments to -

“thofe’ of the right honourable and learned gentleman, and

- give the honourable Baronet -that "advice in public which he
" had before given him' in.private, 'to poffpone the bufinefs till-
. g . ! > poitpon

‘the next feflion, as he really thought there was enough of ‘the

Houfe. . )

siv Gilbet — Sir Gilbert Elliot anfwered, that he meant to repeat his no-

 Ediot, |

tice for Tuefday next, unlefs he underftoad it to be thegenes
ral wifhof the Houfe that he fhould not perfift in bringing

forward the motion of impeachment of Sir Elijah Impey this

feflion.g If the right honourable gentlemen . conneted with

- the right honourable and learned gentleman, who had recom-
* mended the poftponement of the motion, declared they were.

not prepared to difcufs it, and therefore defired that it might
be deferred, he thould think it his duty to comply with their

‘requeft; but in that cafe he hoped that gentlemen, during

-the leifure of the fummer, ‘would turn-the matter in their

- minds, and apply. themfelves to.the fubject, fo.as to be able
© to'come prepared for its agitation early in the next feffion of

Parliament.” If no fuch wifh was exprefled by thofe to whom. ;
. he alluded, he fhould perfift in his intention of bringing the .

. {ame ferious fort of proceeding already upon thé hands of the

motion forward upon the Tuefday, being, as far as regarded

‘himfelf, as:fully prepared to enter upon its difcuffion then,

as he could poflibly be at any future period; but if, on the '

ather hand, it was the general wifh to poftpone it, he hoped,
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