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~ intention to bring forward fome propofition refpecting it;

~ ed, by indifpofition, - from attending to fulfil his intention,

- ¢ into early during the courfe of the enfuing {eflion.”

Ac1%8 DB B-A TE S0 548

§§;Wi}ljz;1ry{3h;r§b§gs, wounld not-let him execute his pur-
DI, (e nul Loy e PRl
? TH(__e.féfOlu-tibn pafled, - .« o el

Mr. Chapgeller Pitt remarked, that che would take the My Chan-
opportunity of fo full’a Houfe to give notice, _that,_on the cellor Pi¢
enfuing Thyrfday, he would call the attention of the Houfe |
to a fubject _of fame importance. - Many: petitions had been
fept on the fubjeét of the flave trade; and an honourable
“friend of his had, early in the feflion, given notice of his

SO |

" but, unfortupately, his honeyrale, friend had been prevent-

nor was it then at all probable that.he would be .able to. be
prefent in that houfe previous to the prorogation of Parlia-
ment. Indeed, if it were, undgr the prefent advanced ftate
of the feflion, it would not be advifeable thit a bufinefs of
fuch confiderable importance Yhould .be gone into; but he
neverthelefs thought, that the feffion fhould.not pafs over, - .

without fome natice having been taken of - the fubject of the -
petitions in that Houfe. e, therefore; would, on Thurf- ‘ S |
day, move a refolutign, ¢ That the.flave trade be inquired '

The order of ,the day, : for going into a Committee.to _éonr
fider farther of the ways and means being read; the Houfe

aent into a Committee, .and various papers were referred to
ahefame. s e
. --Mr,.Chancellor Pitt, now rifing, remarked, that in laying M. Chan»
before the Committee an account of the ftate of the revenues, cellor Pitt.
and particularly-of the regsipt and expenditiye for the year,
e was more than ufually .anxious to gain their attention,
and to thew them how truly the calculations had been made,
~and.in how {mall a_compafs of time the influence of the ar-
rangement which was . adopted ‘had: operated to the effen-
tial benefit of “the nation.. The ffatement could not fail to
give univerfal fatisfattion fo every gentleman who heard-him.
He would not ;detain the Committee with.any previous mat-
ter, but fimply ftate the particulars of .the account on both
fides, obferving; however, in the firft place, .that a very
confiderablé increafe had taken place in the expences of this
# year beyond the eftimate that had been made in the year 1786,
and which had been thought eflential to our national  pro-
fperity andihonour. = Thefe were not likely to occur again,

and;- 1nthe;mean time, it was a matter of no {mall {atis-
fa€tion,: that . notwithftanding thefe dncreafed demands .and
temporary: calls; fuch had . been the beneficial effects of the .
Jate arrangement, and fuch the profperous condition of -the
_eountry,; that ample provifion hiad- been made for ally with-
;out:recurring either to:a loan .or'to new. taxess: e
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- Mr. Pite firft ftated the feveral arficles of - fupply :
) y . al art b ) Ly e

‘had been voted for the fervice of th: ::x;:xlr:;tOfe:: pfiﬁ W}}:']‘C }!‘l

confifted of the following heads, Wz, |~ o m
Navy — 18,000 fsamen”  — [, g36 6o . -

‘ Ordinary R o 736,0'00"‘-7-"‘ i

Al o . )

o - Extraordinary : — 600,000
I\'I-akmg a total'of' \ - /\i G T

‘Army =~ Guards and garrifons, plantations and
e Glb}'a!t_a}‘, half pay to the Britifh and -
; .An3ér1cﬁan forces, “to “the amount “of
- 228,000l =——— Chelfea penfioners -~
173,000k -&¢. makinga total for the |
army of "the prefent year of - - o
But from which fum 43,000l,-is'to be
- deducted, onaccount of .ﬂ'opp'ag/'és from .
¢ the troops abroad for proviﬁohs fupplied :

~ them.from hence.

", i‘4.19;o‘60

Expence of inainitaining € ey S el
£xpence -of maintaining.convicts: - R S
Annual Allowance to Amerian loyalifts 34000

Repayments on Addreley Ser o
Civil Eftablithments in America, fogéthérviaritﬁ
- the expence of Somerfet-place, African forts, -~ =
Deficiency of gfanfs in thé&éax} 1787 e 90009
Eftimated deficiency of ‘land and -malt R

o &Ce o —— —

gﬁpe‘ncé of the armament = - e i
Sum .voted to pa Vhis'R' s e
OF Wales debr, s, ! Highnels the Prince
Afﬁo;fﬂtin&‘in e 'Wﬁ'ol;': A -
i< Ce ;. (=3 . tO oy S .’f i NG
.1h;}t a ia;ttlle.r fum has been voted to pay Ofé 5’7799365
V%X%}iéquer bills, and for deficiencies of feveral © - .’
fonds, 0 the sth of April 1787, which latter
- will never occur again, in’ confequénce of the

confolidation aét ; but as. both thefe fums (to - - o

- the amount of 6,078,000l.) are taken on both *
fides of the account, he omitted.them for the S
o fake of perfpicuity, = .- T e
. I_fx'thls account, it.was to be obferved,’ that, in the nivy
there WES an increafe beyond ‘what. would ‘be ,.the‘ne“CéiTaTij:
peace fe ablifhment of 446,000l: - In‘the army.there was ‘ah
| xcz:z;e;a e ;_)%233,-0001. and in ‘the ordnanée there Was “aii‘in-
crea ei “,{J € 1,000l Thefe ‘increafed "demands” were . occa-
joned by the circumftance of our putting: ‘the - diftant pof-

feflions of the country into a: ftate of more complete defence, -

by fending out. three thoufand men -miore than came within

A 1988,

2,02 2‘“','0‘.2"3 :

< 46,000

63,000 -
+300,000
—= . 311,000

-+ 1815000

*

Ai'1788, - . D.E B A .T.E 8

- the ‘contemplition: of ‘the Committée, ‘when they made-the
geport of what would be the requifite peace eftablifiment of
the navy, and by the confequent extraordinary fum: for fup~ .
plying that body with provitions. Thefe were not ‘then to . .
¥e confidered “as- the permanent neceffary expences of the

’ .’coylnt"ry-'-zixja to thefe there were feveral fums’to be added

~ awhich could not ocecur again, or at leaft could mot make a

part of our fetrled yeatly expence. Such was the fum for the'
relief of the loyalifts~=Such the expence of the laie ATIDR
ent, and-fuch the vote for the payient of the debts of his
* Royat Highnefs-the Prince of :Wales. . Thefe fums. added
? ,togéthé'r‘,'r';{(ﬁdunt‘editdf'I‘;zS‘z‘},'dob_l:« which was “truly extra-
* ordinary; and they were" confequently to be ‘deductéd from
' “the fettled: regular peace _feﬁ;"tb’l‘iyﬂl'meritfof_ the ‘country. It
- had been confidered as wife"to put ‘every. partof the Britifh.
dominions into fuch a pofture of defence ‘23 “to afcertain to -
* ‘the couritry the bleflings of peace, ‘and he had ‘the happinefs .-
16 fay, ‘that though they had thus incurred an- extraordinary
expénce ‘of ‘more than 1,200,000l the receipts of -the coun-
try-had fully anfweredit,  and that without abating from the

-~ plan which the Houfe, in its wifdom, had eftablithed for the

diminutionof the national debt. “Thit the fame extraordinary
- demands would continue in future; was riot to be apprehend-
ed; though, “undoubtedly, it would be fome time before they
- could 'cfofme»-tol?.th'e'»feal"éﬁébliﬂ}rxyi‘édt'which; in time of "peace,

* had béeén thought fufficient for the country in the reportthat

- was imade in 1786 but it was ‘a happy. circamftance, that -
the condition and profpet-of the country ‘wartanted him in

| - faying, that they fhould be able to provide for the extra ex=

pence in the years to come, as they had in this, without go~
_ing toany new opetation of financé, .~ i - SEIEE
* ot Mr. Pitt then ftated, that in'order to defray thefe expences,
‘Parliament had already voted, - = | SRR
Landand malt’ & e e 0 2,750,500-
T hat:he fhould “propofe to-the Cothmittee to. o
. yotea farther furh, to be taken as the growing
" produce: of .the’ confolidated fund, . between. . >
- this‘and the gth of Aprily 1788 - L ¢
Impreft moiies, to be paid in the courfe of the ;"
: year el . . i 5 - W I

N
%, L. 3

P

~ Afmy favings of the year, 1786 e
And "2 farther fum to. be repaid by the India: .
“Company, oi.account of troops and victual- 7
. fing the fleet in the Eaft Indies * L 500,000
. Premium: on the Tottery .. P i 258,000" "
Stoppages from the troops for provifions o 43,000 .

- £+ 5:796,000

N

R R S . oy
Lom: 86. 3, '7;2%’,.4:74 4‘%"2 Z'/Z 4,675,023 g2 xchequet
' o gy, L, )T TFL4L
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- hquxdate at 17'18605.000'11.‘ ::’I?h'_e're:: 5mig_ht yet reindin
300,000l to be afcertained:This was to be tonfidgred: as Ic
~'of ‘propeity—There were alfo claims of 16fs-of offide, which

PARLIAMENTARY., - #.ug8

,E&cﬂé‘t{ﬁeiij"l{ills, arid the fum voted for defi-,

- Cienicles; as ftated in the fupply: <. - . - £ 6078000
~* ‘M Pitt having gone thtough the-whole of the ageeunt,
and fpécified the feveral fums; ftated that there was a-clear
furplus; thiis year; of 2%;000l: overall thé:expences; without
taxes, ‘without loan; and without interrupting for.a. mpment
the application of ‘thHemillion to the difcharge of debt. .- The
furplus” had been applied— the:armament: had :been provided

y Al

IS

for---the debts of his’Royal Highnefs -had -been paid; the -

‘extraordindry expenice of 115200;000L: hud been; fuftained,
and thére was a clear furplus-of 27,000k - The extraordis
_nary expeiicé would,. lie féared, endure for two years more-—
It would take {6 long before: they could be cértain-of-coming
to, the ‘permanent ‘peace: eftablithment. Pérhaps he might
ftate the farther extraordinany-expénce that the natien wa$

- likely to inictit for excels of mavy, excefs of :army; exeefs.of
‘ordnanee, and indeed for every, other aiticle; €xeept.oney. of |

4 matéridl nature, at'a'milion, bra milicn and -a half; and
- for this he thought:there were ample rrefources:in the reves

- hue; as there had been'proved to be for the-largé excefs in

the prefent year.”

" The other -article ‘of  éxtriordinary ~expence:which..he

‘meant was the fatisfadtion:to be made to the Ameriein loyd-

“1ifts, -“The Commiflioners had " now nearly wound up the

" wholé of the claims; and. it appeired that -thére.was property

loft which the Commiffioners -had: afcertained-and agreed to

‘OF
Jofs
the Houfe would take into their:confideration, andadt-upon

as their generofity might-incliné them==But ftating the whole
at ‘2,000;c00l. ‘or 2,100;co0l:: the ‘Houle. would fee: ithat

500,000l. had been paid theni; and- theré. was ftll.. 15 of ..
1600,00cl. to be paid: ~He was-authorifed to fay; that:they

would be well‘pleafed: tohave this furn paid them: by-inftallz
ments, and that" the payment fhould ' commente next year.
He confefled lie’approved : of “this arrangenient,. as.the pre-
fent-year 'was o loaded withexcéflesy dnd ayoiding adepting
this mode of paymert; he mearit to propofe that:the jprofits
of a-Iottery, to be eftablifhed anpually; until their-claims

ete fully liquidated, - fhould Be applied: to ‘their-ielief., “A

Jottery for feven or éight yearsiwould fully anfwer'thisiexi

. “gency, provided thit the "bargain fhould-every, year.be ren-
.. dered ds profitable as it had for' the! Jaft year;:and, for the

iy

, 5(5?‘6@1%-.; He had made thebargain, -on a cémpetition among -

ifferent bidders, and-the profit ‘would be as he had ftated.it;
absiit '360;Gool. a-year, Gentlemen might be aftonifhed at
ircumftance, but fuch was the rage and madoefs for
el £ : " this

© Ae 1788,

- of ourexp
~ “have confidence in our fituation. Thwtx\e{hould invg~
X riably proceed in “applying the million, to the dimjnution of

s DuB B AT ES

this. fpecies.of gambling; -and fuch ‘was, the bargain, th
" he probable flate of our revenue, and the certdin ar
“of ou: ence were matters which-came next in. order,

as,
undoubtedly, it would be requifite to prove. that we ought €o

‘our debt, was a propofition-which he.would not detain the

Houfe for-a moment in difcufling, as it. had already fo foi~

<. B X ST R : _-"\.:.y‘»p...‘aw ‘.d as
added to the permanent ,ei’cnbh&mgnt‘pt ;l}g _goun_txiry, and, a
“the Houfe had, in its wifdom,. eftablifhed a longer {yftem of

:-A?cib‘ly‘ demonftrated.: its utility. The million was, therefore,

" “defence than was in c_of;téxnpiqtibh two- years .ago, he would

.{tsite the permanent peace eftablithment of the country, in-~

“fiead of 15,478,800k a8 calculated by the Committee, at

. -15,6245000l. . He explained the: rife to proceed from the

increafed plantation eflimate; . which would coft 100,000l.

‘mofte -than it was taken at, and the Eiéﬂ}é}x_i fubﬁdy‘whxch
‘was. 36,000L.. There, was -to.be ‘dedudied from this fum’a

| faving of intereft of about 16,0c0l a-year, which made the

‘excefs about 120,000l only, but he took it at 124,000
‘calculating the anticipated . eftablifbment at. ¥g, 500,000},

“’The produce of the laft, year’s “revenue up to the period

“ending the sth of April, including the -Jand and malt, . was-

1153792,000l. which was 314,000l more than the Committee

- faid ‘would be neceffary for an. ef’tabh{hment, and it was
~ "168,000l.-more than was neceflary, even by the increafed efta-
~ blifhrnent, which the Houfe had thought it wife to adopty and

" Arguing, therefore, from the experience of laft year, We
had thgek f':iigr.,e,f’c. g.rouhd,fbr confidence that we fhouldjiot only

which, perhaps political circumftances had rendered requifite.

- enjoy ample funds for the liguidation of every expence; sbut

‘al{o for carrying on the great purpofe of the late arrange-
‘ment, the extinQtion of the capital of our debt. But, pes-

haps -t might be: argued, that it ‘was not a fair mode of
ftating - our fituation, nor a rational ground of ‘confidence,

o argue from the evidence of one -year: only. " He begged

“leave to remind the Cominittee, t}i'ati:,t}_iél:i‘{’c% year i._l;é},(i.mzl.ny.
unfriendly circumftances in it, particularly the interruption

_which -our commerce naturally received, in.the late.alarm of

‘war :but, even in looking back to the average. of, the laft
"fhfé‘é “}"éars, they found the caleulation ftrongly fconﬁr.nl;;d,
» Yet

ot

though. certainly the ,,fu(p.lujs‘ was not fo ﬁiypurﬁ:‘«ble. :
- we had other very eflential grounds of confidence—' ariou
‘brancles of. revenue .were improving, and mapy more Were
fufceptible of improvement.. The'tarmin of the poft-hoofe

" daty brought an acceflion of 30,000l . to the ‘fands; ~He

muft yet, before the clofe \of the fcﬁion, pfopgfg ;gxk;iy,;p(:‘rff:agef

¢ -he
30 .
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 PARLIAMENTARY _ Alwss
“of duty on the ftills ufed in the diftillery of Scotfand,. which
would neceffarily add fomething to the revenue 3 and an’iff-
creafe on the duty op, houfes for felling fpiritaous “liquors

- would alfo give fomething more; There were other objects
- which perhaps it was now too late to touch on, but which cef-
tainly merited the regard of that Houfe, One, in particus
lar, was avery produétive fource~<-he meant tobacco. “Some
regulations to prevent the abufes practifed to avoid the duty

on’tobacco were eflentially neceflary. He had it in his view

‘to propofe fomething on “this fubjedt; but he was not yet
tully adequate to the attempt. It required very great care,

and very nice difcuflion ; but which; though he wasobliged

'to pafs it for the prefent, he ‘would “not overlook nor forget.
T'here were other objects which ought to give them fitm and
{teady confidence. ST Tl
~ The progreflive nature of a country in peace, _
cularly of fuch a county as’ England, was a material obje&,
and this was not left for mere" {peculation. - Bat; by the
fortunate experience of four years we were able to forim fome
eftimaté, We had been at peace five years. ‘The receipt of
the permanent taxes in the year 1787 had been 1 5,792,000
including “the* land and -malt, or 13;000,0000l. exclufive.

TTie receipt of the taxes in the year 1787, exclufive of "the -

larid ‘and malt, had been 10,184,000l * Thus there was ‘ah -
 increafed revenue of three millions, of which not more than
one’ million and a half accrued from new taxes.” THe reft
proceeded from - the actual, clear, and afcertained improveés
ment of .thé country in all jts"brancles, and which ‘detnon=
- ftrated the increafed opulence of the empire, Every depart-
ment prefented the fame ‘progreffive improvement.  In ‘the
trade, the navigation; and the fifheries, ‘the progreffive =
provement bore an’exa® proportion to the increafed réevenue.
So that our exports .and imports, with the immenfe lofs of
the American Colouies, uponn which fome perfons had: fo
greatly deperided—with the immenfe lofs for cever -of - the
money that ‘was' lavifhed on the war—with thelofé “of the -

_»"the people—our exports and Imports - were now as great as

in the moft flourifhing year before the Jaft war,

In-the year 1772 our imports were up=’ o
wards of ™ - S e " £ 14,560,006, .
" Our exports upwards of ——
SRR Cnoagyz

“The mports were'
“The expoits - zn

H
pEEAPOILS 1 == == 16,000,6067

Thele wete the greateft years before the lafl war, = -~

The'imports were i S

. T 7865600
“The exports-

16,300,006
In

"—ay

"Smport of raw taterials ufed in ‘our manufactures
- night be confidered.as a very pleafirig.circumitane

and ‘partl- |

3’#‘.(1'1{1"i786,ﬁif‘W?§f"!“"  T
. In 1773 thé number of fhipswas: =
- In'1486 the number was - = - e
T2 178y, with the reduced bounty, the pumber was 3
| ' The'number of men employed in this fithery i

‘Theimports were notafcertained, . - ;. "oy
E-a%ﬁt‘,t_hééx‘potts'yve"rf: LT Ii’iﬁ?ﬁ&? .
_ Perhaps it might be faid, that in thefe comparative ftatc-
fiients the balance was againft "\}ss{l}f‘hi'1?2‘.‘?'{3?3{?3‘;%,; home

“increafe of the import$ arofe from the ‘increafe of the hom

gonfumption of luxuries—It " proceeded from thie b

R iad

-bf our owh empire—they came from Irelands "~ 1

< 'In like' manner our navigation “had ‘inereafeds = Our vala
31‘311551{}'1;3( - inparticular-had improved with much’ripidity.

*The Newfoundland fithery, that greaf nurfery of 9“-_? feameﬂr

‘was iri 2 moft flourifhing conditions © T e o
was.in a mo.# ﬁ_ ‘1 S g Lo Duintals

Tnagyzand 1pygitproduced D= L 516,000
Tiybitproduced | = =i 73mo00

“ LRt

e

‘was

n 1786 was
e N . SNE S SRE  ION i 73 but
+6,600. He had not heard" the precile number in’17875 but

§3§§,?thgﬁ§re§reof.reon'n;xge,~ it could not be lefsthan 10,000.
“The-fouthern whale fifhery, a new and very valuable branch

, ¢ ‘the beginning of the laft -
" of tiade, which’he only took up at the beg!“'?‘;-’lg,hg re'v’e““es '

by augmenting the opulence of thecountrys -
‘ byliugtﬁzng?l%ery, : ig 1785, there” were'em ployed 1 8 ﬂnps
producing 2g,000l L

T In'a787 thetewere mployod 3 fips prodcing xomcest.

- ‘He mentioned thefe circuimftances: to;ii.'p rove: tha gﬁgxx dm 5
‘ﬁifé\f'e'd" condition caime from no- forced revenues, but.was

the fair and a&ual refult of increafed cominerce.. Wehad -

thus afcertained'a furplus after having appropriated-a inillion

%o the payment of our debt. “We had given great additional

ftrength:to our foreign’ poffeflions, - and, in doing this, we

. R T h had not-overlooked: that which was the favourite fervice, at.
T 12,000,006

ne, in feven millic in the courfe .of
. . No-lefs than feven millions had, in the couri ]
‘?o‘):;cyéar"s, been expended in the xmp;oxfem’e{}ttqf 'thl.g.r}ggv'y(i
and ‘he took upon him to fay, that it hdad been applie

with ‘as . much fidelity as it had beén voted- with ‘judge- -

ments - There wgrgg be would pledge himflf to; #RSF’V‘?E?I)‘;

o

encficial” >

n1773 ‘the. tonnage m theGreenlandﬁﬁxery R

A
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there were in the firlt four years after the peace of 1763.
twfofmi_l_lidns and a half of our debt. * ol e
::'One more gircamftance .only he begged leave to mention,

T addition fo this, we had abfelutely and forever extingnifhed

and this not without triumph, although he trufted that he felt

‘noother than the honeft pride of an Englithman on thg qcr
scalion: : Our rival in the war, France, who had interfyred

_in‘the difpute; with our late colonies; who had -projected -

to-herf{elf fuch - immenfe adyantages by the war, and who cer=
“tainly had advantages.in it, was now able t6 prove, that the
war gave to her lefs than the expected, and that we had. fof-
fered 1666 than had been .anticipated. He had within a few
‘hours feen the acknowledged ftate of the French finances, as
. drawn forth and exhibited by . the French government. By

. that account, the avowed annual deficiency of - revenue, to

~an{wer their neceflary expence, after all, the retrenchments

- -they ‘had made, -was upwards of 2,300,000l fterking. Tleir
;- receipt was dcknowledged to be fomewh:t above'400,000,000

of livres, or about 20,000,000l ftérling. Their expence - was
eonfefied to'be §245255,000 livres, or 22,900,000l fterling.

- dn.the fame ftitement, there was a plan devifed for anan-
-..ual foan for five or fix years to come, which, “with a va~’
- sigty of proje&ed retrenchments, was. held out as {ufficient
- o wind up the effeéts of their derangement. .IFe mentjoned
. sthis, fimply toifhew' the comparative condition,of the two
< .countries j-and furely. it afforded {ome :matter of pride to

““Fiigland, that its rtval, who had thus 'interfered withoyit

- provocation;. had ‘been fo thoroughly 'difappeinted in.the

‘views which fhe ‘had in'the.confli¢t. - He'hegged pardon for -
~ having detained the Committee fo-long, and coneluded with
- umoving the firft:of a fet of refolutions. L
Afr. Sheti- -

~ feem to ftart ghjections 10" {o fattering a ftatement of the
revenue.and increafing refources of the country,. as-had been
juftgiven by theright hon. gentleman, it was neceflary:to dif-

- ‘pel the delufionunder which this country hadbeen acting for

" {ome time, andto dete the fallacies by which it was - ftill
‘attempted- to impofe-on the. public, and continue that delu-

~fior. Therighthon. gentleman had entertained;the Houfe .
iayith an-account of the fad ftate-of'the French finances, and- -
. ‘he, - for one, wifhed fo well ta that part of ‘the right hon "

‘pentleman’s argument, that he hoped - the "French finances
“would always be found -in as bad or ever.a:worfe fituation,
- whenevet the right hon: gentleman:fhould have occafion £o
“drawv-fuch a comparifon-as he had new done.:  But; hoiw had
~they .beén reduced to -that miferable ftate in: which they

iy

“were’ reprefentedi-to ‘be? By doing that “which wesbad

- “done,

"I‘
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{hips of the line, and 35 frigates, Built or repaired, more than

Mr. Sheridan vemarked, that however invidious ;i«t;ni;ight '
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done, and_ were perfifting to do.” The French had not ficed . -
their fituation, and by endeavouring to impofe on them-

felves, and to make it appear better than it really was,
they had.rendered it infinitely worfe than it might have
béen. S '

Not, however, to dwell upon the fituation of. our rival, .

or to triumph becaufe it was worfe than our own, the real
queftion before the Committee: was to confider, whether
our receipt was equal to our expenditure. The annual ex-

penditure for the peace eftablifhment, as now fated by the

right hon. gentleman, was to be in future 15,624,000l

T'his might, therefore, be confidered as ground to argue -

from, fince, however much it might. exceed that fum, it
conld not. reafonably be expecled to fall fhort of it. In .

order to make up an income equal to this expenditure, by

taking the receiptsnot-on an average of feveral years but one
year only, and making up the accounts from April 1787

“to. April 1788, inftead of from January to January, a re~
venue was produced: on paper of 15,792,000l Mr. Sheri-

dan contended againft the accuracy: of this ftatement, and
faid the report of the Committee appointed to enquire into

the ftate of the finances in 1786, would put the matter in -
The annual expenditure was there ftated.to -,
be 15,390,000l and- the annual revenue: as there ftated, -

a clearer light

with 100,000!. additional taxes, fell very far fhort of that
fum, if fairly calculated. If the right hon. gentleman, in-
ftead-of the receipt of the laft year, which was acknow-
ledged to have been more productive than any formet year
had been, from accidental caufes that could not be‘expeéted
to operate for another year, had taken, as he ought to have
done, the average of 1786 and 1787, the produce of all-the
taxes would have appeared to be no more thanya, 389,0601‘.
making with the addition of the land and malt taxes,

15,250,000l. which would have fallen fhort of the expendi-

ture, as now ftated 374,000l. This was as near the truth
as could reafonably be prefumed, from the circumftances of
the country and of the revenue, fince the peace; and this
was the fituation which the Committee was-bound in dutjr
to meet aud to provide, for, inftead of endeavouring to “im-
pofe on themfelves arid the Public, and delaying to apply
the remedy till it ‘might be toolate. =~ . .
Another circumftance he felt himfelf obliged to contro-

vert was, the means by which the right honourable gentle- s
man made up his eftimates of the expenditure. . While he
added to the eftimates of the army, he allowed no addition

to the eftimate of the navy. Was it really his opinion, that
the expence. of the navy in 1790, would not exceed

'3,800,000l: ? For the ordnance indeed he allowed 1050001, -
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but took no notice of the expence of fortifications, which,
ii the Weft Indies alone, he had formerly ftated would

amount to between two and three hundred thoufand pounds,

and taking fortifications, as it was moft reafonable to do,
at the largeft eftimate (for, they feldom fell fhort in point

" of expence, whatever they might do in point of utility)

thére would be wanted 300,000l for the Weft [ndies alone,
and on the whole from 700,000 to 800,000l. He objected,
alfo, to the eftimate for mifcellaneous fervices, which he
contended muft exceed 74,2241, the fum to which it was
inade out. - ' / ;

- He came next to confiler the fhifts to which (he obferved)
the right honourable gentleman had reforted, in order to de-
fray the extraordinary expences of the year. Five hun-
dred thoufind pounds were to come from the Eaft India

Company. They were to pay 300,000l laft year, and he

had then obje@ed to ttie right honourable gentleman’s tak-
ing credit for a fum which the Company had not acknow-
ledged to be due. No part of that fum had been paid into
the Exchequer, and becaufe the payment had been, and was
ftill difputed by the Company, credit was again taken for
a much larger, which he firmly believed would no more be
paid than'thie former. - The Company had denied that they
owed any fuch fom to Government ; they had drawn upa
cafe for the confideration of counfel, and if the facts were
as they were there ftated to be, he had no fcruple in faying,
that the claim of Government was not well founded.

The right hon. gentleman had amufed the Committee with -

fine {tories of the increafe of our trade and fhipping, and the
flourifhing ftate of our fitheries; but inftead of entering into

any difcuffi.in of what he had advanced on that fubject, the -

trath of which he withed as much to rely upon as any man, he
begged leave to call the attention of the Committee to the com-
mutation aé&, which (he contended) had failed in every cir-
cumftance, for which thofe who fupported it ftood pledged
to the Public. TInftead of the fupply of tea which the Com-

pany were bound to import, by that a&, to anfwer the'in-

créafed demand, to have a year’s ftock on hand, and to keep
the prices as low as by the commutation they ought to-be,
they had not imported a quantity equal in any one refpect to
thofe purpofes,
asblameable; their finances had not enabled them to do it
and would Government call upon them to pay 500,000l in
order toenable them to do'that which they had not been able

to do before? There was no way of doing this, but by en- .
abling them to increafe their capital as the value of it de-"

creafed, as had been donein the fainous ‘South Sea {cheme.

With regard to the commutation act, he afferted again, -

that
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This he did not charge on the Company
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that the compaét with the public had been broken in every
refpe&. In the firft place it was to deftroy {inuggling, which
had been argued as the principal advantage that was to be ob-
tained from it, and yet it was notorious that it had not done
this. The Company was to fupply not only England, but
all Europe with tea, One hundred and eighty thoufand
pounds had been fent to the continent to buy up the whole
ftock there; and by the laft accounts from China, the fo-

reign fhipping there was four time greater than it had been '

at any former period. We now fent to China 1,500,000l.
annually, inftead of 305,000l or 400,000l which we ufed
to fend before; =nd notwithftanding this great increafe of
the balance againft us, from the high price of tea, and the
quantity that would foon be imported on the continent,

‘there was reafon to believe that {muggling would again pre-

vail as much as ever. This breach of compact with the
Public, he affirmed to'be a ftrong charge againft thofe in

‘whofe hands the fuperintendance and management of the

Company was placed, and whofe duty it was to fee that
the engagement with the Public fhould be fulfilled. He ob-
jelted, alfo, to the method in which the commutation duty

‘was paid ;-and that it pafled unneceflarily through various

offices, inftead of being paid immediately into t{hélExche—
wer.  He concluded with obferving, that in the prefent real
flate of the finances, and the evident inefficiency of the com-
mutation a&, for the purpofes for which it was pafled, he
faw noreafon why a duty of two or three hundred thoufand

- pounds Thould not be raifed on the article of tea. -
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‘M. Pitt rifing, requefted that he. might be, again, fa- Mr. Chan-
voured ‘with the indulgence of the Committee, while he cellor Pict.

took notice-of the very fingular manner: in which the hon.
gentleman who fpoke laft had argued - the queftion. The
hon. gentleman began his fpeech with faying, that he would
confine himfelf to the fimple queftion, whether the revenues
of this country were adequate to its expenditure; he had
however thought proper to defert the ground he took, in
order that he might attack the commutation a&, -paffed four
years ago; - If the honourable gentleman really felt on that
{ubje@ what he profeffed to feel, let him move for the repeal
of the a&, and he was ready to imeet him-—but he would
not on a day which had been fet afide for bringing forward
the ways and means of the nation, enter into the difcuflion
of any queftion which was not immediately connected with
the fubje. The honourable gentleman could not, how-
ever, forget that he had claimed fome merit for having had
a fhare in the idea of the commutation at; and that the ar-
guments which were then brought againft it, had been com-
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He contend_c_f,d ‘th,at he was juftified in taking the year
cn@mg th.e 5_ﬁl‘1'o\f' April laft, as a ‘tolerably gbodJ cr’ii
terion ‘of judging of the probable refources of this country.
The preceding year had been marked with peculiar- circum-
_ftances, which had already been explained ; but from the

r‘n;fitural {pring of comuerce, and other caufes, theencreale -
of the revenue had been uniformly progreffive ever fincethe .

“peace, with the exception only of the year, ending the gth
;O',f_J“nuary’ 1787. With regard to the permanent peace efta-
‘bl{ﬂ_}men t, perhaps circumftances which could not be forefeen
might encreafeit.” It was impoffible to provide 'for'e‘ver'}:
.contingency : but there was no good reafon to apprehend
‘that the fum for which it had been taken would not.be a'de-’
quate to the expences, particelarly as there ‘was every pi*o-
‘bability that, in'two years, our ‘navy would be in {ucha

ftate as to require no farther increafe. The fortifications

‘were not “to be confidered as a permanent expence at any
rate, becaufe if they thould not be finifhed for a year or two
after the ‘time ‘propofed; the fum iffued on that account
would not fubftantially-affect the arrangement. - As to what
the honourable gentleman had faid relative to-the debt due
to the public-by the Eaft India Company, it deferved to be
“treated with as little ceremony as had ‘accompaniéd -the -ob-~
Hervations “If to .claim a juft debt, at a time -when the cir-
'f_'f:ﬂilnﬁz}n'ces“of‘tlle ‘nation demanded it, could be called‘a
/Z;sz, it was a/bift of which he was not athamed; and, in
‘his'opinion, it was infinitely to be preferred to the f4ift of
“borrowing money, or impofing new taxes. The debt which
the Company owed ' confiderably exceeded that for which he
'had'takf_s:n ‘credit ; but if the claim was not found to be juft
in its fulleft extent, the money would ‘be paid, fubjeét to be
‘refunded or not, according to the event of the décifion o
that queftion. Upon the whole he lamented, that the honour-
able gentleman had taken that opportunity of quarrelling with
him, and that he had not been able to find a'more plaufible
pretence for his oppofition to the fubjet under the deli-

“beration of the Committee, than 'by his dreams and reveries

‘on the commutation aét. _ :

‘Mr. S/'ygridan'declared, that {o far from having {fought an
opportunity of quarrelling with the right honourable gen-
tleman, he had fupprefled much of what he felt on the delu-
fion, which had that day been pra&ifed on the fubje& of the
‘ s and th : The right honour-
able gentleman (he admitted) had, at laft, explained the na-
ture of the claim on the Eaft India Company. If it wasnét.
found to be juft; the money was to be refunded; this cir-
cumftance, however, had been confidered of fo little impor-

tance, that the'r/_ight honourable gertleman had not thought -

it
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it worth mentioning in his firft ftatement—if this was not.a
“fhift, he did not know what " term to beftow on it. The
commutation aét (he conceived) was at léaft as intimately
conne@ed with the ways aind means of the year as the whale
“fithery, or any other of the amufing tales with which the
~right honourable gentleman had entertained the Committee,
“calculated, no doubt, to call their attention from his figures
“to the more fileafing -excurfions of hisimagination. -He was
-now more than ever convinced that the right honourable
gentleman‘himfelf, had not fo good an opinion of that com-
“mnutation a& as formerly, from his readirefs to give him.a
“hire init.  He perfifted in his opinion, ‘that the enforcing
‘the claim on the Eaft India Company, for a difputed debt
‘of 500,0061. was highly unjuftifiable, at a time when for
‘want of money, they were unable to fulfil their-contract
‘with the Public. In’every point of view, in which he had
~confidered the fubjet, and it had occupied much of his
“mind, he was more and more convinced of the fallacy of the
‘right honourable gentleman’s reafoning. He denied that
44,000l ‘could poflibly defray the expence of the mifcella-
‘neous fervices; and he was per{fuaded that the great extent
- of the works carrying on, both at home and abroad, under
the name of fortifications, .muft create a very great increafe
of expence on the ordnance eftimates of future years. The
whole expénce of the nation could not be taken at lefs than
fixteen millions annually, a fum which confiderably ex-
_ceeded the prefént -amount of the whole ravenue. He was,
therefore, for adopting a more effe€tual mode of relief, than

the delufive fchemes which the Right honourable gentleman.

‘held out to the public from year to year—for no other pur-
pofe but to-put off the evilday. TLet us then (coneluded Mr.
Sheridan) be manly enough to, look our affairs in the face ;
let us provide the only true remedy by extending our re-
fources, fo asreally to meet our expenditure. Such a proceed-
ing'was becoming the dignity of the empire, and was much
more likely to render us formidable to our enemies, than by
fubdividing the Landgrave of Hefle, or overturning the Dutch
conftitution. -~ - ' ‘ ; : =

Mr. Fox begged leave to remind the right honourable geri- Mr. Fox-

‘tleman of the arguments which he had, in thelaft feflion, ad-
vanced on the fame fubjeét.” He recolle¢ted perfeétly, that
‘when ‘the ways and means were then agitated, the right ho-
nourable gentléman then declared, that it was not upon any

“account fair to eftimate our permanent refources from the-

produce of any one year. The year ending the sth of Ja-

-nuary, ‘1787, he ftated to have been peculiarly unproductive, -

from the failure of crops in the Weft Indies, from the de-
-creafe of our imports, till the event of the commercial treaty
: ' L with
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with France, and from other caufes which he then enume- -

rated.  Whilft he made this calculation he remembered that
the right honourable gentleman at the fame time, candidly
acknowledged, that the next year would probably be as much
~more productive, as the former had been deficient, and that
therefore 1t ought n0f to be taken as the criterion, by which
the permanent amount of the revenue ought to be calculated.
The right honourable gentleman had, however, that day,
totally omitted any obfervation of that kind, though the
juftice .of the remark muft be obvious to every ‘man, who
had paid the fmalleft attention to the fubje&. He certainly
thought it was extremely fair to take the medium of the two
years, -as the principle of calculation; but, this the right
honourable gentleman had not done; on the contrary, he
had taken the year, ending the sth of April laft, becaufe it
was found tobe more produtive, and, confequently, more
-adapted to his purpofe, than_ to take it, as he had the for-
-met year, ending the fifth of January.  For his own part,
e had no feruple to fay, whatever odium might attend the:
-affertion, and however unpopular it might be to hold out
-an unpleafing piture of our fituation, that our revenues and
refources had been placed in a point of view as much too fan-
.guine,. as our expences had been eftimated too low. ‘This
was, precifely, the delufion 'that had reduced the finances of
Fiance to thelow flate to which they now were; but fuch
was the happy conftitution of this country, that it could not
be long deceived. Tt might he deceived in pence, but it could
pot in millions.  With refpe to the commutation a&, he
«certainly thought that it was very 'inti_mately connected
with the ways and means of the year, and had, therefore,
been very properly noticed by his honourable triend, When
that'queftion was debated, he remembered having Pcr'enuouﬂy"
urged, as a ftrong argument againft it, the difficulty - that
‘would attend a repeal of it, if it {hould be found inadequate to
“the purpofes for which the aét had been framed. Theright
honourable gentleman now fays, if you don’t approve of that
act, why don’t you move for the repeal of it? For hisown
part, though he was not prepared to move for its repeal, he
had no hefitation in declaring, that it had totally failed- in
-one of its great purpofes, which was the annihilation of the
fmuggling of fpirits.  For the fa& was, that fince that a&
pafled, the quantity of brandy, &c. which had been- fmug-
-gled into this country, was immenfe. He repeated that the
minifter had held out a delufive view of our refources, and
that he had calculated the expenditure at a lower rate than
either experience or reafon could Juftify. . ‘

-Mr. Pitr explained the arguments which heha& ufed laft »

year on this fubje&. He had objected; certainly to that
. , . year,
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year, becaufe it had been attended with circumftances pecu-

liarly unpropitious to the revenue, the failure of the Eaft In-

dia crops, and the decreafe of our imports, pending the com- .
mercial treaty with France. This year the crops were not
extraordinary, and therefore it was not unfair to take it as a
reafonable medium of judging of the produétion of future

years. ) B .
Mr. For admitted the argument, fo far as it merely re- py, Fox.
lated to our Weft India produce; but, (he added that) could .
not, with thefame juftice, be extended to the increafe of
commerce which had aually taken a fudden {pring, from -

the {ufpenfion of the former year. It was not, therefore,

fair to eftimate fature years from the prefent; and this the
right honourable gentleman himfelf had acknowledged when

it was argued daring the courfe of the preceding year. - T

Sir’ Grey Cooper remarking that he. thould referve hirhfelf sir Grey
for the report, added, that the floating navy debt had in- ?°°P¢f-
creafed 180,000l. ' o :

‘The Chancelior of the Exchequer admitted .the increafe to M. Chan-
be- what the honourable baronet had- ftated, but ‘faid, as it. céllor Pitt.
paid no intereft, it did not affe@ the country.. B

Mr. Fox denied the pofition, contending that whether & Mr. Fox,

“debt paid intereft nominally or not, it paid intereft; and’the .
worft kind of intereft, was that not paid publicly as intereft ;
becaufe a_tradefman could not afford to fell his goods with-
out knowing when they were to be paid for, without over-
charging accordingly., ' ' o

T%{e %’/mncel[or o}gf ty}ye Excheqier anfwereds that part of the. erl Cga:xt-
navy debt confiffed 'of arrears to the feamen, ‘and as the ¢Vor Fitee
navy bills were not fuffered to be outftanding »uﬁ‘imgptl_y_ :
lobg to incur the difcount, no part came upon the public. L

Mr, Hufféy pointed out that a part of the revenue of the Mr. Hufley.
prefent year was not likely to be permaneat, ftating among ,

rother things the §00,000l. from the India Company. M.
Hufley commended the increafe of the money voted for the
fupport of the navy, and wifhed that this fervice Was.f’cxu
more attended to. He faid, he could not blame the rlght
honourable gentleman for not propofing more taxes. ; :

The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained how he made Mr. Chan-
1,200,000l additional expenditure; part of which was for the cellor Pict
loyalifts and Prince of Wales’s debts, neitlier of which would
occur again. ' .

Sir William Cinynghame faid, if he had underf’cqod the sirwilliam
right honourble 'gentleman ‘corretly, he ‘declared hé meant Cf;:;llzng-
to lay nonew taxes; yet that part of the country frqrn whence .
he came, the right honourable gentleman ‘had intimated an
intention of drawing 40,000l. from, by an addi,uona[. li-
cence duty on the diftillery. ‘Chat furely was a new tax.

The
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‘The Chancellor of the Excbequer replied that he propéféd5 ‘

 eellorpitt. for the good of the country, to increafe the duty on licenfes .
to diftillers in Scotland to the amount of 40,000l not that:

the Britith revenue ftood in. need of that fum.. *

Sir William Cunynghame, exprefled his wilhes that the ;'igllp

honourable gentleman would let the good of the country of -

Scotland alone. They would be as well content to remain

as they were. 'Thelaft alteration he had made in the diftil- -

lery duty, had.caufed a bankraptcy in the country to the
amount of §oo,000l.

Mr. Devayres denied, that the Diretors of tv.yhe;Eaﬁ India’ |

Company admitted the juftice of the claim of Government
for vitualling the navy any more than that for the army.
Mr. Henry Thornton, on the contrary declared that the Di-
re€tors had agreed to pay the 500,000l, to Government by an
unufual majority of 15to 3. : -

Mr. Nathaniel Smith frated to the Houfe the particulars of
the unadmitted claims-of Government, and faid that it was

agreed to pay the 500,000l fubject to be refunded, if it thould. -

not turn out to be due..

- Mr.' Devaynes intimated, that if it were poffible in that
Houfe to produce the receipt prepared for Government to -

fign for the 500,000l it would appear to be fuch as no man
of feeling could fubfcribe. : :

The Chancellor of the Excbeqzzer‘thereuf)on produced a éo_pyv‘, :
of the minute of the Court of DireCtors, which he owned

was a moft extraordinary paper, as the reftri¢tions it con-
tained were highly curious.

claims. As to the counter-claims of the Company, by way

of fet-off, he faid the claim. of the Manilla money (about -
{40',00,01.) might be allowed, but there was not the fmalleft -
pretence for their claiming thedifcharge of the fum expended
by them for the French prifoners from- the Britith Govern- -
ment. They had, during the peace, preceding the laft war, "
fent ambafladors to ‘the French government to folicit the -

payment of that claim from them; but with all the eloquence
of their ambafladors; they were not able to prevail.

Mr. Devaynes affirmed that the Company’s Solicitor hgd‘k |

{pecial direGtions to take care, that he ufed no words in
drawing the minute, that could be conftrued to amount toa
recognition of the claims of Government.

Mr. Fox pointed out the difference between the fituation "
of the claims of Government, as ftated by the Company, and.

as ftated by the right honourable gentleman. = The latter
had talked of them as indifputable, and only fpoken of the
doubt how far the Company had a right to a fet-off; whereas

the

Mr. Pitt read the paper, and
made a variety. of comments upon it He alfo ftated the:part -
of the aét of 1781, under which the Government made their
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the honourable gentleman who -fpoke laft had fo far denied
the exiftence of the claims, as to aflert that:the Direttors gave
their Solicitor fpecial orders to take care not even to appear
to have recognized the claims of government. LA

508

Mr. Dundas argued the wifdom of .government’s getting MrDundas.

the soo,00cl. into ‘their poffeffion, and faid nothing could
rove the means of regaining any part of it, but the Com-
pany eftablifhing the juftice of their claims refpe@ing the Ma-

nilla Ilands, and of their claim refpecting the French prifon-

ers provifions.

Mr. Fox fated the cafe to-be in dire& contradiétion to the Mr. Fox.

argument of Mr. Dundas.

.

“Mr. Baring gave an account of the foundation of the claims Mr. Baring:"

made by government under the a& of 1781, but ftated, that
if the claims could be, made out, the aét e)gprefsly directed
that the money fhould be paid in-India. :

The Chancellor of the Exchequer anfwered that it was true Mr. Chan. -

that the money was to have been-paid in India, but it ought cetlor ¥ict:

to have been paid there, part of it'in.1782, part in 1783, part
in.1784, part in 1785, part in 1786, 'and part in 1787.
Surely,‘therefore, that point having been negleCted on the

-part of the:Company, government had a right to be paid

what was its due in England, He was ready to argue the
cafeatany time, and to, enable the Commitree to difcufs it,

_ with full knowledge of the fubject; ‘and as foon as the Houfe

was refumed, he would move to lay the copy of the minutes

“of the DireGors, and other relative papers upon the table,
“that gentlemen might have the whole fairly before them. At
the fame time he was free to admit that the. Cowpany had a -

right to the full ‘advantage of every argument which they
could urge in difpute of the claims of government.

The refolution at length pafled, .and the FHoufe re-
fimed, when the Chancellor of the Exchequer -moved his
papers. ‘ : i

The following Papers were put upon the Table of the
_ Houfe: for the Perufal of the Members. '

An Account of the Net Produce of the Duties of Cuftoms,
Txcife, Stamps, and Incidents, between the sth of April,

1787, and the sth of April, 1788,

- s d.
Cuftoms 3,817,628 15 ©
“Excife — 6,368,189, 3 8
_Stamps el 1,211,878 10 8
: I N C1DENT S
Salt, sth April, 1759 :
- Additional ditto, 10 May, 1780
. Ditto, 22d June, 1782 . .
Vor. XXIlI. - 4C 700 perx
\
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00 per week 1 £ S d.
7 17P11 ek letter money, 1ft June,
§3.20.ditto, 1714
eizures, 25th O&ob
P{oﬂ'ers,, digto onen ?760 4132 7 g
Fines of leafes, ditto — 666 13
Letter money, ditto . 6,756 6 4
Alum mines, ditto — 101,000 0 0
Compofition duty, ditto = — 960 o o
- Alienation, duty, ditto = — 4 16 38
Fines and forfeitures, ditto §’433 5. 4
Rent of awhght houfe — >40(g o o
Rent of Savoy lands, ditto 156 13 . 4
6d. perlib. on penfions, 24th June, ,
1721 i} : , ;
1s. deduction on falaries, &c. sth 41,100 0O ©
Hﬁer;l’ '375-8 de Iy 16 757' 12 3k
; fes and windows, 1oth O&. ’ 3
goufes, 5th April, ,1778] 1766 AI‘?SJMQ (6) 61
v Hawkers and pedlars, 23d June 1710 319:542 1 SE
Dgckney-coaehes, it Aug, 1711 1;2%4 7 10Z
o e RR
awkers and pedlars d k¢ ; X o
. Firft fruits of the <:le1"'g2y3 July,._i785 1,088 18 11f
Salt, 1ft Aug. 1785 5164 2 10
Tenths of the clergy —— 8 :
Men fervants, 1"779, _(a.rrears) ' 9,093 16 4
Two-wheel carriages, 1435 2
- Four-wheel ditto —_— . 9092 9 .o
Carts, ditto — — 31,037 16 5%
Men fervants, ditto . ! 10,853 19 1% '
Female, ditto — 9574§é 6 107
Horfes, ditto . ]2999 3 1%
Shops, ditto — 114,459 19 - 43
Waggons, ditto R 59:313 15  af
gouffels, an, 1727 17}3%1 9 Oz
- Confol letter money, an. 1 8 c 94
Do. S: , an. 1707 156,000 o x
o Sulty o —— " 3bue9s 12 g
Total of incidents 1;765,561 3 63
. — 3
Total of cuftoms, excife
Pcamps.?.nd incidents 13,163,257 12 113
: . z
Exchequer, the 28th day T \
of April, 1788. JOHN HUGHSON. .
R R . Of
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A.1788.
Of the Stamps, there is. the following Account of the Par-
ticulars. o
: £ 5o ds
Confolidated duties — 612,526 12 8
Inforance duty e 07,499 18 T
Barials, &c. - — 4,081 15 7
Bills of exchange et 81,265 14 4
Receipts — — 42,993 8 2
Hats — e 25,253 9 1l
Plate — — 22,873 16 8
Horfe dealers licen{es, and race horfes 4,193 9 10
_Poft horfe duty — 179,587 12 9
Medicine L — 11,372 -0 2
. Game - - — . 4&959 163
Attornies licences, &c. — 26,104 18 ©
Pawnbrokers "7 4,232 7 10
Gloves : — — 12,482 12 3
Perfamery —ree 12,232 ¢ 1I
Judges in Scotland - — 1,631 4 I
- Apprentices duty e 7,303 5 2
1,201,029 10 3
~ Stamp Office, J.LLOYD, pro Comptre.
April 19th, 1788 - » : _
The Houle adjourned. s

 The perfon who bas been intruffed with the arrangement of thefe
debates, flatiers himfelf that the honourable member whofe [peech
d in the recital of the parliameﬂiary o~ .

fhould bave been inferte
currences of an earler day, will accept, as. an apology jfor, the

omiffion, the affurance that when, once only, bis remarks did noty
to their fulleft extent, find their way into the Regifter, the neg-
Jeft - was, by mno means sntentionaly nors in the leaft arifing
wom @ diminution of the pleafure which will be always felt mn
Saithfully and copiofly conveying 10 the public the opinions of
their reprefentatives. ' o
h, Sir John Miller delivered: the
following fentiments concerning the Shop-Tax. He faid
that he had not, before this day, troubled the Houfe with
any opinion of his refpecting the Shop-Tax, nor fhould he
pow take up much of their time, for that indeed neither
time nor talents were in any degree requifite to convince
every unprejudiced auditor that it was molt clearly a par-
tial and an oppreflive tax. He faid he had voted once, and
but once, for this tax, partly from being deceived, "and there~

by mifconceiving what he now found to be the true prin-
: ‘ - ciple

On the 13th of Marc

4 C 2
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.of national embarraffment, which required, at that feafon, a
ftrained revenue, however it could be raifed, to encounter
the public exigencies. The Minifter’s difficultiss had been
very great; he had faced them with exertion and fortitude,
and he had at this moment the happinefs to fee them com-
pletely fubdued. Sir John called emphatically uapon the
independent gentlemen then prefent, who, like him, had been
Leretofore deluded by fpecious ftatements : or by regards to
public neceffity, to come forward with him manfully upon
the prefent occafion, and by retracting, to atone for their
formier error and unintentional oppreflion,  From whatever
point of view he looked at this tax, he declared he could
difcover in it nothing that was not highly exceptionable.
If it was a perfonal tax attaching only wpon a  particular
defeription of the community, (and that that was its true
bearing he had not a doubt in his mind) there was not a
colour of argument that could uphold it; no, not for an
It it was admitted (as we had been told) that it
could be levyed upon the confumer, even in that cafe, it
fails in ‘one of the moft effential qualities of a good tax,
for a gcod tax is that, « that takes and keeps out of the
“ pockets of the people as little as poflible above what it
“ returns into the public. treafury,” In a former Admi-
niftration, when a penny a bottle Duty was laid on Port wine,
how did the retail traders meet this tax ¢ Why, by raifing
the price of their wine in many places {ix-pence, " in moft
places three-pence per bottle,  Was not this a mifchievous
impofition upon the confumer, taking from him from two
to five hundred per cent. more than found its way into the
public treafury ? If the prefent tax had admitted of being
levyed upon the confumer in the manner above. flated in
the Wine Tax, they would mnot at this ‘day (after three
years experience of it) have had all the retail fhopkeepers
of Great Britain petitioning the Houfe for its repeal,
Very few,- if any, {hopkeepers can, and none that he knew
of had yet attempted, by advancing the price of his com-
modities, to indemnify himfelf agamft the tax, he was fure
he never had paid the tax in the price of the articles he had
purchafed.  Would any gentleman in that Houfe, would
any gentleman on the Treafury Bench below him affert,
that he bad paid the Shop Tax in the price of the articles
he has purchafed: let him but demonftrate that to him,
and he would vote with him that night.  What bookfeller,
for inftance, could raife the ‘price of his fhop-goods, without
drawing down ruin and hankruptcy upon himfelf and his fa-
mily 2 Would he not, in that cafe, be immediately under-
fold by thofe of larger capitals; of longer eftablithed and

: : more
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‘ciple; effect and operation; and partly from a confideration |

}

,,z’y/}///iy Sl @/@/Z/éym./zw |
| w?2,3/4,&7—«9"«//

& e
ety

7 . 7 o, ;
ety falidi Krilipere

% 7N 2 %
/Lfap~ﬂ(?/)1mp/// [ —

2.000 - — -~

2,038,852 4.8

ritnan. 2 484,807~ )
v : -
( /é/d(d%/&m . /éééz(/ ,m__,__] 77é Y120V, WA Z’g
L o~ |

Lﬁ{//zy

}

ALY X

i
H
H

| v , |

a2, @ML,ZW 2000000

; :
: 1

(?‘/ t‘fdzjm Al f— ~f~;_--.-w-»-§ J80. 00—
(Z’; L/,Zy’zzéfa 7/%-421//% 50 /Jﬁ o (}: 
, /ma & AL STEE - G105 e
(B i s sforsnd Yind 2505000
Ay Gpotgani it — S
(?’77 é//ﬁ/fz///z’/; éf}/ﬂé S ltpraend N
7//% Gant e __._..._.m;.w.,} 200. 000~

- wobar—

ﬂ7 7 . .';;
| ' /2.234.762./525

‘ ,-—-";2‘/'}//' él/‘/ I}’/!I »/Ej-::

st

i "a 5”.'{’(13!:‘»’64' P/ »'?./,cj / /4"(},?_:«/ .

VA

Sy

S 1. 886.472.75.6;

e







