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not by the will of individuals, bat by laws which they made
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i for themfelves, We'Thbfdilﬁ_l‘cdﬁtjni_ige’_tq be pre-eminently free,
and have no .badge of {lavery falténed unnaturally on our
| conftitution.  After expreffing a wifh that the noble Lord

d  would cherifh do&rines more cotigenial to that ‘weal for the
conftitution, which e hid manifefted in the eafly part of
4 his {peech, than he had afterwards ‘broached, Mr. Sheridan
il proceeded to take notice of Mr. Dundas’s defence and repe=
il ‘tition of what he had formerly faid relative to tlie extenfion.
1 of the Excife laws in future. It happéned; he obferved,
|| that the paragraph to which the right horourable gentleman
| alluded contained one ingredient fomewhat different from
| what lie (Mr. Sheridan) had talked of as conformable to the
4. ftandard of ftaple newfpaper dbufe: the affertion ftated to
1 have been that of Mr. Dundas, was very near the truth;
il for the right honourable gentleman had himfelf confefled,
¢ that what he had on a former occafion faid, was neither more
mor lefs, than, “ That whenever a hew tax to raife a large
% ¢¢ fum fhould be neceflary, every gentleman well knew that
& % it could not be rendered produive in its colletion,
i ¢ without the application of the Excife laws.” Another
|
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i right honourable gentleman (Mr. Grenville) had avoweld
il thedoétrine éf puthing the extenfion of the Ei_tcifé‘ laws iit'a
4 broader manner than any other ‘gehtletnan; and’ had faid,

]

that by only placing ‘three hundered and thirty=feven perfons
‘more under the Excife laws, the revenue obtidined one huii=
dréd and thirty:-thoufand pounds a year. ‘This was dppre=
«ciating the liberties of Englifhmen; and- the fitfft inftdnee of

il thekind which they had ever héard: As the right hotiobir-
li  able gentleman ‘was an excellent calculator, he. would

4  rTecommend tohim' to forn a table of the prices of freedotd,
4 which he'was pérfuaded he could do with much greater ac-
curacy than:the tables of incréafe in tobacco. In 4 fhort
‘time he thouldithen expeét to fée, -at one viéw, thé different
“appreciation of the rights and liberties of eveéty defeription
-of.perfons.. - Perhaps it would.run, ‘thirty pounds- for the
Tiberties of a.man, twenty pounds for thofe of a~ wowman,
fifteen -pounds for: thofe of ar apprentice,-tén péunds for
bréaking inte" your houfé in’ the night time, and {o on ifi an
~equal-gradation.: . Mir. Shériddn; at léngthy cdme ta the
: declaration: of Mr. Henry Thorntén; that he® would' vote .
«for the repeal of the A of laft Seffion,’ or any motion‘rela-
“tive: to'it fhort of ‘the declaration ¢ontained inn the ‘queftion  ° .
. thewbefore'the Committee that the: furvey of the Excife
.weas‘inapplicable to' tobacco.. He conténded that his | motion
~was; infadl; tantamount €6 a ‘motion for ah adtual repéal §
-but that” in the' hurry, of conititting” it to paper, g had.
-emitted to ftate it in the manner, according to which the
Vor. XXVII, . aM -, Committee
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Committee. would themfelves recollect he had opened and
argued it. Inftead of its ftanding nakedly, ¢ That the
“ furvey of the Excife 'was inapplicable to tobacco,” he
meant to have worded it,” ¢ That it appeared to the Com-
¢ mittee, from the evidence of the manufa&urers that the
« furvey of the Excife was mapphcable to tobacco.” It
was perfectly immaterial t6 him what the motion was, upon
which he took the ferfe of the Committee, provided that
it met the pomts which his arguments went to enforce, and
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therefore as-it might fave the Committee the trouble of two. -

divifions, and accommodate the honourable member for the
Borough, he would, with the leave of the Committee, with-
draw the prefent motion, and move at once  for leave to
< bring in a bill to repeal the act of the laft Seffion, impofing
¢ certain duties on tobacco, fubjeé’c to certain- regulations
¢« of Excife.”

Thls bemg adjufted, ‘the Committee then dmded,

: Avyes, 147. Noes, 191.

The Houfe adjourned

Mana’ay, 9tb Apr zZ :

Mr. Chancellor Pitt having moved the order of the day for
the Houfe to be put into a Committee of Ways and Means,
feveral accounts were referred; the Speaker left the chalr,
and Mr. Gilbert went to the table.

Mr. Pitt.  ‘Mr, Chancellor Pizt then rifing, remarked, that - there

were few occafions upon which he could have the honour of -

addrefling himfelf to the Committee with more pleafure than
. at-prefent, becaufe, after the various difcuffiens which had
taken place on the fubjedt, and the difference of opinion
which, had been fo often urged and infifted upon, refpecting
the finances of the country, he could now moft chearfully
come forward, and ftate the amount of the revenue, as it
was no longer a queftion of conjeture, but a queftions. of
fact; and he had it in his power to prove to the Committee,
from authentic accounts on the table, that the revenues of
the country exceeded the amount which he had formerly
ftated them at, and which had been controverted and- denied
by thofe who fat on the oppofite - fide of the Houfe. He
would eftablifh-his declaration by laying before them a plain
fimple ftatement, which he trufted he thould be able to bring
within a moderate compafs, and which could not but give
univerfal fatisfaction, without EXCGPUOD, to all thofe who
- heard him, and to the public at large.  He fhould follow
the ordinary courfe which he had purfued for fome years, of
ftating the various articles of fupply which had been voted,
~and afterwards beg leave to ftate the amount. of the annual
revenve, Fe proceeded accordingly to -enumerate: the arti-
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cles of {fupply which had been voted in the prefent Seffien,
as follow ; ,

L L

Navy, _2o,o.oo feamen -~ < .~ 1,040,000
Ordinary - - - 703,276
Extraordinary - ~ 490,360 -
-~ ) . [ — 2,233,636
Army, Ordinary fervices - 1,517,616
- Extraordinaries - - 356,458
| L L874,074
Ordnance - ’ 4575447
Civil Eftablithments ‘in the Weﬂ; Indxes and
. North America - - 25,716
Payments to American Loyahﬂs - - 274,004
Expence of conviéts upon the ‘Thames, and pro- :
- vifions and tools fent to Botany Bay - , g'o, 597
Various mifcellaneous fervnces, viz, African forts, -~
- Scotch roads, Repayments on addreﬂés, &c. &c, . 409,088
- Deficiency of land and malt - 430,000
Ditto of grants 1789, mcludfng mtereﬂ on Ex—
chequer bills , - 231,517
Ditto of carriage duty S - 30,520
: And a farther fum to be voted in- the prefent S
Seﬁion for American fuﬁ'erers = - ', 60,600
'Makm atotal of ' g Q ‘
And as it appeared that the debt ofgthe Navy had 5’7‘ 1449
. increafed about 150,000l in the laft year, he
~ {hould therefore propofe to @he Houfe to vote
2 fum in diminution of the debt, to the amount ,
o1 = = e P T - 200,000
Making the total Suppiy 5,987,449

WAYS AND MEANS.

To meet the above charges, he propofed the followmg
Ways and Means, Viz. ,
£

Land aml malt taxes - 25 50,000
Actual furplus of the Confohdated Fund on the

. 5thof Aprillaft, which remained for the difpo- .

~ fition of Parhament, and therefore could not

~ be difputed - - - - 6211 gx
Premium on the lottery, Whnch was an mcreaﬁng ’
. revenue - - 299,937
And the growing produce on the Cenfohdated
Fund, after comparing the annual charge of the -
i 3M 2 s debt,
GICT 457 | A 565 57
(o 1786 . 3 7785, 90 o /.7¢,. ‘4 723 852
«.;/ ,j'// /J7 ‘f;é Z 4/4/, u'/iu

W
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debt, &c. with the average produge. of the..
‘faxes for the three laft years - = - 2,300,009
Which, with a fum of money which had been
advanced for fecret fervice, and has fince been
repaid to the Civil Lift, amounting t6- - 34,006

Will make thie total amount of the Ways- and '
‘Means o - - -

5,986,088

In flating the above account of Ways and. Means, the

Committee could not accufe him of exaggetating the income -

. of the country, as he had, in order to avoid fuch.a chargey
* taken thie average of the. three laft years, which-in fa¢t made
‘the amount lefs by five hundred thoufand,pounds than the
4&ual produce of the_laft-year; and though the.produce of
the laft year had been. much- increafed by the. exertions of

Goyernment in calling, in-arrears of various: taxes, he.in fact
. had i reafon to doubt but: that.the produce of the current

yiear would confiderably. exceed the average:of the.three laft,
.He inentioned the premium of. the Lottery, as a-refource

~ almoff formerly, loft; but. which (he: congratulated the

country) had been gradually increafing, and refpe&ting,which

he ‘Had been thought over fanguine, when he had, faid- that

Tie relied on,_ it laft year. At prefent, though. the: bargain
was undoubtedly a’ good one. for' the. public, it was. not a
bad one to the fubfcribers, as he underftood tickets were
felling.on Saturday. with an advance of five fhillings a ticket.
He fpecified among, the articles to make upthe fum which
le meant to take from.the confolidated-fand,.

A certain balance:of afrears, = «  -100,000
An increaferof theitobacco-duty -+ v = = 100,000
Azrearsiof aflefled taxes, of which 600;000l. wete

- eut-flanding - - - - 150,000

He next adverted to the amount of the revenues of the
three years, from which he meant. to take his average,
fiating. in. two different .ways—up to, the 5th of January, in
the firft way, and up to the gt of April in the:fecondy: as
follows : S ' :

1788: Year ending January. s, - e 15023
1789 -« ST e e 13,007
1'379(} : - o we . o | 13"!‘%0
Average -« 13,123
Land and mialttax” 2,600

- Ending

~‘had been borrowed laft year.

~ tal taken’ off the hands of the-public.

A. 1790 P EBATE S
Ending the year on-the- sth-of Aprily he ftated the anidunt
of the three years:-and théir average thus: ‘
17 88’ - - - & - @
1789 - - - -
- 1790 - o - "

13163
X7, 32
13,748
13,246

5,600
Thisfbe;ing the: ftate- of the Supply and Wiys and- Meéﬁs
contrafted, Mr, Pitt faid; he would mention theé extraordis
nary expences which had been defrayed fine the year r786;
with the affiftance only of a lean‘of a fingle milliony, which
He recapitulated the vnfores
féen increaferof the Peace Eftablithment frour Various caufesy

Average A—". -
Land and nialt | -

fuch as. the:aggravated Extraordinaries of thé: Navy; arifitig

from large purchafes of timber,- and other ftores; the Extras
ordinaries of the Army, owing to the unliquidated demands:at .
the end of the war ; the expence of the armament: in 19873
the charge which the generdfity of- Parliament had:incurfed
on account of. the loyalifts; the debts of thé Prince- of
Wales; all of which, with the redu&ion: of: the: natiopal
debt, would be found to amount to.fix milliens:. Hé: next
ipecified the particulars of the reduétion. of the:national debt
fince the year 178g, ftating, that- ne lefs than:five:millions
one hundred and-eighty-four pounds. capital- of the: 3 per
cents. had been’ purchafed, and-the intereft’ of fo much capi=
He obferved, -alfo}
that annuities, amounting to 200,000l., had-fallen in;:and
then he proceeded-to ftate: the flourithing fituation: of  the
gountry, with refpe¢t to Exports and- Imports, . compared
to former years-of the greateft profperity.: Thisimportant
increafe of revenue, which-had enabled the public. thus-te
meet-the various charges- he had mientioned, he regarded: as
permanent, and as originating.in ons or two' caufes;. either
in the fuppreffion of fmuggling, or the increafé of the con<
fumption of the manufaétures-of this countryy which-proved

- the increafe of our wealth.and population ; oriit might arife

from the two. éau-fes;c’ombi-nedf.togetlaeﬁ.~ - He' faw no reaforn

whatever; afterithe-minuteft inveftigation;:to: imagine~that

the- prefent . year’s- revenue, great as it wasy would: not be
permanents but: on-the -contrary. He - éntertained: the: mofk
fanguine expe&ations-of - a greater augmentationy . fronv the
increafe: of ‘our commerce;. our fanufadtures; .ourinduftry;

~our population; and onr wealthy: Thé country' atsthis mos

ment.-was in -a ‘fituation of profperity: far greater than at any.

period; the-moft flourifhing before the laft iwar, and this he

could
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" the prefent.

* being valued at 17,828,000 pounds. .
increafe of Import might appear difadvantageous, as it would
" {feem to leflen the balance of trade in favour of the country ;

PARLIAMENTARY A. 1790,

" could inconteftibly prove from a comparative view of "the

Exports and Imports of that period, compared with thofe of
The Cuftom Houfe books, he admitted, were
inaccnrate ; but asthey were not more fo than at any other
perfod, they would ferve as the ground work of a compari-
fon: The Exports (from the ports of Great Britain alone)
as valued by the Cuftom Houfe entries, for laft year,
samounted to no lefs a fum than 18,513,000 pounds; of
which the Britith manufactured goods exported amounted
to 13,494,000 pounds ; upon an average of the Exports fix

- years prior to the American war, which average he took

on account of thofe years being the period in which our
commerce flourifhed moft, - it appeared that the Britih ma-
‘nufactured « goods exported, amounted to no more than
10,342,000 pounds, which proved the export of the laft
year to be above 3,000,000 pounds higher in favour of the
Britith manufatures, than at the period to which he had
alluded ; and the prefent export of Britifh goods amounted
£0' 1,000,000 pounds value more than in 1787, - The Imports
jnto the ports of Great Britain alone, for the laft year,
amounted to a higher fum than, was ever before known,
At firft fight, this

this the Committee, however, would perceive, upon invef-
tigation, not to be the cafe, but that the increafe of Imports
arofe from circumftances which demonftrated the increafe of
the wealth and profperity of the country; it iffued from
remittances of Fortunes from the Faft and Weft Indies;
from the increafe of importations from Ireland, which gentle-
men ‘would recolle&t was a proof of the increafing profperity
of that valuable part of the empire; from the Greenland
and South Woales fifheries, the imports from which were
to be confidered as adding to the ftock of the country, being
‘wealth poured in from the ocean ; and thefe various increafes
were fuch as accounted for the increafé of 3,000,000l. value
on our imports, and which could riot but afford -a ftrong
proof of the increafe of our wealth, of our population, our
induftry, our ftrength, and our eaterprize. Our navigation:
had increafed in proportion to the increafe of our commerces.
Mr. Pitt flated the increafe of our fhipping and feamen by
a comparifon of the years 1973, and 1788, in the former of
which there belonged to Britifh ports 9,224 veflels, and

63,000 feamen ; and in the latter, 1 1,085 veflels, and 83,000

feamen ; fhewing an increafe of feamen in 1488, above the
number in 1773, of no lefs than one third. All this the
Committee muft attributg not to cafual, but to radical prof

‘perity, and it muft operate as a farther {atisfaction to the

i - Committes,

A, 1‘790,

Committee, as it was an additional proof that the increafé
of our revenue arofe from an increafe of our commere and

D E BAT E 8.

national ftrength.  He attributed thefe bleflings, firlt to
the goodnefs of Providence in favouring vs with the con-
tinuance of the bleflings of peace, for which we had abun«
dant reafon to return our moft fervent thanks; and next he
ftated the fecondary caufes of this flattering profperity to be
the natural firength and vigour of -the country, which
exhibited” the activity of the vital principle manifefting itfelf
in every corner of the kingdom.
the national charalter and excellence of . our conftitution.
It is that vital principle (faid he) which refults from a con-
ftitution fuperior to that of any other nation,
national charalter operating under the liberties we enjoy
from a conflitution {o congenial to popular freedom. Itis
to that peace and good order infeparably allied to an excel-
lent conflitution, that we muft look for a continuance of
the’e bleflings. It is to the liberty of the country that we
are to afcribe the reftoration of our refources, their rapid
increafe, their wonderful progrefs, and their daily improve-
ment beyond all former example.- Next, and not the leaft
important caufe of our prefent happy fituation, was ‘the
firmnefs manifefted by that Houfe in fteadily perfevering to
face the danger and exigency of the times, to combat the

country-involved at the end of the laft war, and by a manly

| their conftituents, to'the paramount neceffity of the State,
to prove themfelves the genuine reprefentatives of the people;
{ their fleadinefs in endeavouring to prevent frauds which,
fapped and undermined the public revenue; their ativity
{ and unremitting attention to the improvement, and their
| ardent zeal and fuccefsful efforts to reftore the country to
that fhare of its profperity which it had loft, and to fuperadd
{o large an addition of revenue, would doubtlefs throw a luf-
1 tre round the names of thofe who compofed that Houfe,
i and their memory would be endeared to pofterity for having

E of fuch value to their country. He concluded by recom-

| obtained could be continued, and the bleffings of peace
| maintained, and by which alone they could be enabled,
when the day fhould come, to meet and to {urmount the
| perilous exigences of war. ' ' '

ssthe

%

‘This he afcribed folely to °

It is.to the

difficulties and embarraflments in which they found the

1 facrifice of their own eafe, and, in fome refpeéts, the eafe of -

i {et the example of firmnefs in a moment when firmnefs was -

1 mending a zealous and unremitting perfeverancein that line
of condué, by which alone the advantages which they had .

Mr. Pitt then moved, “ That it. is the opinion of this
; Committee, thatthe fum of 2,300,000l, be taken from.

488§
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# the Confolidated fund, and applied to the fervice of the
$¢ current year.)” o ' : ‘
Mr. Sheridan declared that it would have given him great

SHeridan. pleafure, if he could have recorciled it to himfelf to have

continged wholly filent, without appearing either to difturb
the flattering profpect which the right honourable gentleman
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had prefented to the Com-
mittes, or to depreciate the calculation on which he had
claimed the confidence of the Houfe; but the right honottr=
able gentléman had himfelf declared, that it had proved the
greateft glory of the Houfe of Commons when they manis
fefted the.courage to face their fituation, and to ftate the
truth.of it, however unpleafant the tafk.  On this ground,
he felt himfelf compelled to maintain every one of his for-
mer calculations; and while he agreed with the Minifter in
his general principles, and in his ftatement of the growing
profperity of the country, completely to difagree with him
in the fingle fa&, that our income was eqpal, or nearly equal,
to our expenditure. Fe had never fpoken in a defponding
tane of our refources; on the contrary, no man thought
more highly of them, if judicioufly applied. But his opinion
was founded precifely “on the principle which the right ho-

nourable geniteman had dwelt fo much on; and this was a -

fanguine confidenee in the energies derived from our Confti=

. tution, and the exertions ‘which - belonged -to our national

- _efithe Joan of laft year, which had been contradted while we |

“thoufand pounds.

-character, This the right honourable gentleman had well

¢3lled the vital prineiple of our commercial profperity ; but
it was one thing to call it fo, and another to a& on that con-
viction. He rejoiced tohear him admit the principle, but he

fhould rejoice more when he faw him abftain from violating

this vital principle, by arbitrary ‘checks on the liberty, fecu-
rity, and induftry of the fubjest. * The right honourable gen>
tleman had ftated the amount, in a complicated manners
the ufual forms and praGice juftified fome part of the mode,
which was intelligible toa veryfew. =~ The methiod he fhiculd
puirfue was. imply to compare the a®tual income with the ac-
tual expenditure; this he would do on the average of the
four paft years, and the prefent year. Mr. Sheridan then
went through a variety of calculations froni papers on the ta-
ble, from. which he contended that it was evident that the

average annualincome of ‘the four:laft years was 15,723,000l -

and the annual: expenditure:was 17,140;104], Excefs of tlie
expenditure: including - what was- called the furplus million
beyond: the income: of each year, two millions and fome

up, and: the actual addition to-the-unfunded debt; independent

werxe

Mr. Sheridan then flated’ the extra and -
temporary refources; by which thisdeficiency had been made
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weke pretending to reduce our fanded debt. He then waved
all unfavourable inferences from this review of the paft, and
‘reforting ‘to the figures, which he bad taken down from Mr.
Pitt’s own ftatement that day, he called on the Committee to
{fee how the account really ftood for the prefent year. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer had-taken the beft average he

could, that of the three lait years. This account made the

average income I35,723,000l. and this was the income which
‘the right honourable gentleman calculated at for the prefent

'year, ‘He would fay nothing -to impeach this average,

though much might be faid, particularly with refpect to the
manner in which the arrear$ of the land and window tax had
been whitled in, and added to this year’s produce, and the an-
nual malt duty being taken above its atual amount. ~ But,
‘how did the Lead of expenditure ftand upon his own figures,

. i ’

and on demands not to'be di_fputéd} » '

Navy, . — s £+ 2,200,000

- Army, —_ = 1,874,000
Ordnance, —_— e 457,000

.+ American Loyalifts, ...~ — 274,000
 Mifcellaneous Expences, == 328,000
£- 5,133,000

Total,

D e ——

. Add t/o this, Intereft of debt, L. '9,27;5',060

Paid for reduétion of debt,

- Civil Lift, R 900,000
Intereft on Exchequer Bills, 258,000
~ Charge on Aggregate Fund, 64,000
.. The Appropriated Duties, 66,000
- Militia, - . . 91,000
Increafe of Navy Debt this year - 150,000

[ Tr80m000
- 5,133,000
Total of this year’_lekaex.jd‘i‘tu_re at prefent |
; “demanded, . R £, 16,937,000
‘But as (Mr. Sheridan obferved) there were many matters
émitted, as paying for finithing Somerfet Houfe, and Car,letqn
Houfe, he was confident that ' he underfiated the year’s ex=
pend'i.t:ure"wh'gn he put it at feventeen millions, ~ Here then

Add’Sefviées of the year, | R

the matter was brought to a narrow compafs, the utmoft in-
. ¢omé the'Minifter pretended to reckon on, was 1§,723,000L
the difference,” therefore, amounting to nearly” 1, 300,099}-.»1 _
“was the actual deficiency between' our income and- expendi=

ture.

“Vor, XXVIL. Here

3 N o

© 1,000,000
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. Here (Mr. Sheridan declared) he made his ftand; if the
right honourable gentleman’s principle was righf, that the
trath ought to be known : here was a ftatement which ad-
mitted of no poffible difpute; for, every figure of it* was
taken from accounts upon the table—if it was anfwered, that
we were not yet arrived at the peace eftablifiment, and that
the expenditure would be greatly reduced : to that he would
fay 'nothing but to imprefs on the minds of the Committee
the indifpenfable duty of looking to the performance of thefé
promifes; otherwife after all the pleafing profpects which wére
offered to us, and the eloquent congratulations of that day
the obfiinate and unfortunate-fact would be, that we were ::
Government expending gonfiderably more than a million
‘beyond our income.. Mf. Sheridan adverting flightly on the
advantages Which we redped from the calamitous fituation of.
.the reft of Lurope, thought fufficient allowance had been
given for this by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when he
mentioned the {ubjet; but he would not urge ity becaufe it
was the only fource of our profperity which could not be
dwelt upon with pleafure. : |
He next mentioned the refource of the Lottery, and re~

gretted that it fhould have been fo triumphantly announced

to the Committee. He contended that the ultimate and per-

manent lofs to the Community in the injury done to thein-

duftry and integrity of the lower clafs-of-peaple, outweighed
1r..1ﬁmtely, -any temporary gair'which the Minifter could de-
rive from it. He oppofedit, therefore, on the fame principle
(and he had uniformly done fo) that he oppofed the extenfion
of the Excife, becaufe’ it was part of a {yftem which looked
to a momentary gain at the expence of thofe found and fupe-
rior principles Whicbformed the true foundation of our prof-

perity. He looked not to the Exchequer for the produce of

a Lottery, but to the Old Bailey; not to the temporary ad-
vantage to the State in a pecuniary point of view, but to the
exports to Botany Bay. In conclufion, Mr. Sheridan re-
repeated, that he felt a fincere fatisfaCtion, at the general
profpett of the country’s being in fo flourifhing a fituation.
Mr. Pitt begged leave to imprefs upon the fecollection of
the Comittee that the honourable gentleman defired them
to compute the amount ‘of the income and expenditure, by
referring to a year remote from the prefent period, and which

had not any analogy to it. :By going back to that farther

period, the year 1786, the honourable gentleman went back

- to a period when the French treaty, which had fo confidera~

bly added to our commerce was not completed, and when
many of the taxes had.been fo',;recently ‘impofed,"fthat we
«could not afcertain what would be the exalt amount of their
produce. There were other reafone which rendered the

. : . . : o - ’year

judged from, than if it were excluded.
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year 1786 peculiarly improper to be taken into the average.
in the firft place, the averages heretofore always taken and
deferibed to be taken, were for three years, and not for four;
and next, the taking in that year made the average lefs to be
Another objeétion to
the honourable gentleman’s comparifon ‘was, that he ftated
not the expenditure of the prefent moment, fuch as it ac-

‘tually was, but a temporary expenditure ; and to that he had

oppofed ‘not a permanent revenue, but a cafual revenue.

Mr. Pitt endeavoured to point out the alledged fallacy of Mr.

Sheridan’s reafoning, and the fuppofed erroneous foundation

‘on which he had built bis comparifon, and then afligned va-

rious reafons to prove, that all that part of his {peech
which tended to take from the credit of having paid off
nearly fix millions,.was expofed to quéftion, and even to
confutation. The honourable gentleman, becaufe he thought
the Lottery a wrong meafure, had chofen to throw afide
2go,0001. which the Public had actually obtained by a bar-
gain already made : And, as to his complaint, that the ex-
penditure was not brought- down to the reduced eftablith-
ment promifed in a right honourable gentleman’s (Mr. Gren-
ville) report of the year 1786, the Committee would pleafe
to recolleét that the reduction was not expefted to take
place till the year 1791, and he bad every reafon to believe,
that next year the eftablifhment would not differ very mate-
rially from that ftated in the reports as expected to take place.
He certainly did not mean to {ay, that in fo many expences,
and of fo Jarge and complicated a nature, as occurred in this
country, there might not be miftakes. Some articles were,
no doubt, omitted, and in the great and important article of
the navy, defervedly a favourite with that Houfe and the
Public, there would probably be fome addition neceffary.
Other articles had already been ericreafed with the confent
and authority of that Houfe, fuch as the additional firength
of the Weft Indies, the regiments fent to India, and other
particulars fufficiently in the recolle&tion of the Committee.
Mr. Pitt concluded with ftating, that the whole of the
honourable gentleman’s argument went on the fallacy of
taking the temporary expenditure, for the permaoent ex-
penditure, and not giving fair allowance for the income be~

ing a permanent income, he would have been left deftitute -

of even the thadow of a refutation of the points which were
advanced. oo : o :
. Mr. Fox obferved, that although upon the prefent occafion,
his {entiments almoft totally coincided with thofe of his ho-
nourable friend, and in fome refpects alfo with thofe of the
right honourable gentleman, he muft beg leave to mention

3N 2 points
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points in Which they certainly did. not eonéur; ‘Towards
the latter part of the right honourable gentleman’s ‘fpeéch,

he fee;med to be coming over a good deal to his honourable
friend’s argument, when he had complained that his honour< °

able friend had compared a permanent income with a tem-
porary expenditure. Was it unfair for a Member of Par-
liament, upon hearing a Minifter ftats a permanént income
to fay, 1 fhould liké to know when we are to expect a
reduction of the expenditute.” If that was not fair, he was
at a lofs to know what was the nature of their dUty’? Cer-
tainly the right honourable gentleman had given them a ftate-
ment of what had afforded him as much pleafure, as- he was
perfuaded it had afforded the reft of the Committee, when
he mentioned the growing profperity of our commerce, and
the gradual rife of our revenue. * He had no doubt.bu‘t"thaﬁ
the right honourable gentleman was founded in ftating that
the profperity of our income might be looked upon as perma-
nent. We had therefore, the actual amount of our prefent
annual receipt; but till we knew the adtual ftate of our
permanent peace eftablifhment and expenditute, we were not
arrived at that happy period, when we could teft on fa& and
were no longer obliged to have recourfe to conjeGture. He
thould think it an unaccountable point of argument to fay
on the mere view of the atual receipt on the one hand, a6<,i
the temporary expenditure on the other,' ¢ now - we are
landed,” and not to wifh to have the permanent peace ex-

penditure.  With regard to taking the average of the three °

years and of thé four years, he did not think that the right

- honourable gentleman had acted perfectly juftifiable in leay-

ing out the fourth year, unlefs he had likewife left out the
next year (the year 1787) becaufe, if it were true that feve-
ral commercial fpeculations were kept back in the yéar 1786,
on account of the French treaty not being completed, i;:
muft be equally true that the income of the next year ,WaS
proportionably increafed by the confequent increafe of the
commerce of that year; he fhould therefore alway‘s think
.}_’1}3 honourable friend fair in taking the year 1486 into the
average. He was, however, clear with the right honourable
ggnFIe;nan, that there was the beft poffible grouind for be-
lieving v_'tl};;t' the profperity of the country was likely to re-
main in a rational, increafing, arithmetical proportion as
Iong as the public tranquillity continued, and that it would

_ not be the ]e'fs‘fo. if other countries were at peace likewife.
He attributed this, with the right honourable gentleman, to

the conftitution of the country, to the national charaéer,

- and to the fpirit of our commerce: Mr. Fox took fotice of

what Mr. Pitt had faid was due to that.Houfe for having

‘. firmly ma_Intai,ned its _grouxid in meeting the exigencies of the

Statey

s i
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State, and putting themf{elves, and what was ftill more im-
portant, their conftituents, to confiderable inconvenience.
That credit (Mr. Fox obferved) every man of every defcrip-
tion in that Houfe, participated in; for whatever had been

the difference in politics and revenue, and whatever contro-
verfies and difputes had at different times taken place be<-

tween - political parties or fations, to the credit of that
Houfe, and to the credit of the country, no fet of men had
attempted to court popularity; by holding out to the Public

falfe hopes of lightening their burdens and withholding fuch -

additional-taxes, as the nature and circumftances of the times
had rendered indifpenfably neceflary. He mentioned this,
‘becaufe many people feemed not to be aware that thofe with
whom he a&ed, had uniformly concurred with the other fide

“of the Houfe in'looking our fituation in the face, and man-

fully meeting the exigency of the moment, in order to re.
trieve the profperity of the country. With regard to a Lot=
tery, in that Houfe it could not be confidered as a bargain
concluded till it was voted; though he had no doubt that a
Lottery would be voted. But although he was aware that
many gentlemen; on each fide of the Houfe, were ftrongly of
opinion with his honourable friend, and he had great defer-
ence for his honourable friend’s judgment, he could not help

thinking that the ceffation of a Lottery would not caufe the

ceffation of the different evils to which it was thought to
give occafion. But when gentlemen counted the profits of 2
Lottery as a part of the revenue which was growing, he could
not concur with them; yet at the fame time he was ready to

_confefs, that for the laft ten years, he had been deceived,

year after year in this particular, and if he were to enjoy the
honour of a feat in that Houfe ten years longer, he fhould
fill -in all probability, continue to be deceived; for he had
not then, nor ever had, an idea, that perfons could afford

to give the Public fuch an egregious profit; and neverthelefs

be able to derive (as the right honourable gentleman had ob-
ferved) a confiderable profit from the Lottery themfelves:

" moft undoubtedly, the propénfity to gambling in the Public

at large . was to be deplored ; but as long as it was evident
that this {pirit would be exercifed to the fame extént, whe-
ther there was a Lottery or not, he thought it fair that the
Public {hould reap the advantage. He declared that he was
oné of thofe, who had always been fanguine on the fubject
of the income arifing from the refources of the country;
there was a fpring and an exertion in freemen, which hie who
calculated ever fo .fanguinely could fcarcely over-rate. In

“conclufion, Mr. Fox exprefled an inclination to know what

grounds there were for expecting fuch a reduétion in the

eftablifhments of the enfuing year, as would bring them’

clofer
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clofer to the reduction of the expendituie ftated in the report
of the Committee of Revenue in 17864 L

M. Pitt.  Mr. Pist having obferved that it would prove unjuft were

he to fuffer the candour of the right honourable gentleman
to pafs. by without his acknowledgments and eulogium, ad-
mitted, that next year;they fhould be bound to reduce the
eftablithments conformable to the eftimates in the report of:
1736, ar to thew good reafons why they could not be fo re-
duced. On that he was ready to clofe with the right honour-
able gentleman, acknowledging that he fhould hold ithis duty,
in the next feflion of Parliament, to do either the one or the
other, ‘although he repeated it, that he had no reafon to be-

lieve, that there would be any material difference between

the eftablithments and the eftimate which had been alluded
to.  With regard to the manner of calculating the revenue
upon the average of three years, the right honourable gen-
tleman had faid, that if the fourth year, the year 1786, was
left out, the next year, the year 1787, ought to be left out
likewife, and only two years taken to make out the average.
He was willing to meet the right honourable gentleman’s
idea; and, in that cafe, the average would prove ftill more
favourable to him. The amount of the income of: the two
laft years, up to the sth of January, was, for the year 1789,
13,700,000l and the year 17go, 13,440,000l, yielding a ftill
larger average. The right honourable gentleman had re-
marked that there was much geéneral merit to be given to the
Houfe for firmly perfevering to reftore the profperity of the
country ; and that much credit was to be given to all parties
for wifhing to meet our fituation fairly. Mr, Pitt admitted
that it was true. He declared that he did not mean to infi-
nuate any perfonal claim to peculiar merit; but he was fure
that the candour and good fenfe of the honoutable gentleman
would fee how eafy it was for thofe to recommend ‘who had
only to recommend ; and how widely different was the fitua-
tion of that party to whom was committed the painful tafk
of laying duties on the public, and of carrying the leflons of
the other fide of the Houfe into execution, when, almoft uni-
formly, the means which they had fuggefted for that purpofe,
bad been objeGed againft, and oppofed, as more likely to
counteract the-principles in which they were.all agreed, than
to bring about their accomplifhment.” Mr. Pitt mentioned:

* the treaty of Commerce with France, the Commutation tax,

and various other meafures againft which he complained that
oppofition had made a powerful ftand, and he protefted that
he rejoiced the more in being able to convince thofe who had
differed- from Adminiftration in thefe points, and thought
that they would not prove fuccefsful, that they had met
with fuch eminent fuccefs. _ , M
o 1
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Mr. Fox begged leave to obferve that the right honourable iy, Fox

gentleman, although he had ;}tjﬁr{’c h.aqdfop}ely a}llqw'e_c.\,
that all parties were equally _entxtled to the metit, 1f any(wexg
due, of having co-operated in endeavouring, b’y ﬁunn§ s; to
reftore the refources of the country, yet he could not;c (-)1?‘
the fubje&t without proving that the }V»l]ole of his remar ds
concerning the difference between thofe who recomimende f
and thofe who, in purfuit of fuch recommeqdatxon, laid
burdens on the people, was thrown away, and damounted to
nothing more than a contradiction againit his own argument(i
The right honourable gentleman well: knew, that h? had
uniformly acted upon the prn?cgpl‘e'wlnchv. he ftated; not
iher‘ely' while he was in a ﬁtuauo’n to recommend to others,
but when he had been a minifter himfelf, to propofe meafures,
and he fubmitted to theright honourable gentleman how eafy
it had been for him, if he had chofen it, to _hav'e,cour_te(}
popularity, at the end of the war, to have ‘taken :llp a?ygl
thofe opinions, at that time floating on the minds of the

public, and to have faid, ¢ this is the hour to alleviate the -

¢ burdens of the people; in peace, taxes O}Ight to be :al?elx
« off, there is no neceflity for the public income equalling
« the expenditure.” The funds may be taxed. (A d9&rmc
by the bye, which, though talked of. without doors, no
man in that Houfe had dared to mention or recosnm‘end.)
He would do' the right honourable gentieman the juftice to
{ay, that when he ftood in a fituation to recognmend, he hf\d
na more reforted to the fort of conduét which ke (M. F.}

had defcribed, than thofe who had {fo long oppofed him, on

what they deemed good grounds. . Many differences had net-

taken place on the fubjedt of .taxes, though in' fome fewr
infances enumerated by his honourable friend in a late de-
bate, thofe who adted with him had made an oppofition. In

obtaining a repeal of the Shop-tax, he certainly had taken a

confiderable fhare, but he did not think he had done any mif-
chief to thie revenue in that inftance. With refpect to the
French treaty being brought in, it wasa little ftraining the
fubject, fince certainly the French treaty was more 2 matteg
of commerce than of revenue; though fome gentlemen ha
confidered it merely as a matter of commerce, others merely
as a matter of revenue, and others again in its two fold and
complex nature, asa matter partly of commerce and partly
of revenue. - The Commutation alt might become tllAle
fubje& of fature difcuffion, and therefore he {hould .no(;.
enter into it, during the \prefen: debate; but he Woﬁﬂ'
defy the right honourable gentleman to prove -that their
condu& (for motives coxflld1 not be proved) had ever war-
inted an -imputation -of their’ the
iﬁlet?.. For hisppaft he had often declared, and always fhould

declare, that were any meafure to be propofed, rﬁfpe&i.hg.t}‘le
' " : principle

N
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principle of which they were agreed, but neverthelefs the
means of carrying which into effe&, appeared to him to be
impolitic and abfurd, that he thought them fo; at the fame
~, time ftating what he confidered as means more pra&icable
~ and lefs objeftionable. -The right honourable gentleman
had often_thought him lefs fanguine than he was, in refpe&t
to the poffible reduction of the expenditure, but the right ho-

: ces. Mr. Sheridan explained this',dec,laratlo..n re-
ﬁtqlfr@c? ltf)n the Police of Weﬁminf’:er,j by ftating that a plan
for regulating that Police, had been fram,ed by a }Ba;rlﬁ%r,
and brought forward from Lord Sydney’s Office; that he
had cordially affifted in making it, and given every hg}lp ;n
his power, though it was not to be known that he di _;),
nor was he to derive any credit from it: that he neceflarily

; i e Weftminfter Juftices, and
| nourable gentlemanhad never heard him exprefs a doubt of the had many @%nferf {]Ce: w;gzll)t;ker “who faid, ghat he never

: refources of the country. He had, indeed, wifhed the ex- 5 they producec to 'lm} h'? brou h’t to him in the courfe of

penditure to be ftated as high as poffible, “and the receipt as® [ bad fuch a number do X wg:e grafiﬂg of the Lottery. That

moderately ; and he never confidered himfelf to blame for 3 the whole year, as u,;;pgh--ir tools theﬁ the women their

this, “becaufe he thought it better to meet the worft “than firft, the men brou_g ' ? a "t’hé'rl till at length tlleY'

: without certainty to anticipate the beft. ' > clothes, and one thing {‘.‘lter ag} < out of their childrer’s

I Mr. Mr. Sheridan rifing a {fecond time, remarked, that if he \ brought evenlﬂ{liefllgllllta ligﬁr‘é Ofp penury, aiﬁrefé, and de-

Sheridan, could judge from the manner of the right honourable géh_tle- iho_e fc" a‘nd aﬁ-?{éducas m%ﬁ make every man of the leaft

‘ man, he appeared to have referved the mildnefs of a peace fpax'x wa;hexd (i ! ‘21;hat iure juftified him in afferting,

eftablithment for his right honourable friend, (Mr. Fox) and fecling fhu er,ﬁ ; ifed from the Lottery be ever fo

bad hoarded his hoftile {pirit for him. He might as well, th_attleltletflflzu%orgég ?tl: as the bafe gain derived from a vile

however, have fhewn, that A | : '§a§?§ernicious~plun of playing upon the worft paflions of the

poor and laborious rank of people, Perhaps the right ho-

Grim-vifaged War hath fmooth’d,'his wrinkled front: ‘

: : : i ' mittee might think him too
becaufe the right honourable gentleman well knew, that k noural\).lel;gil;ieg)au{;; ‘;‘itﬂ;gyﬁﬁng the I%rongeﬁ language
‘when he felt himfelf on right grounds this fpirit was not apt Wfal‘m 5 b‘,’t. . when he perceivéd that our prodigality equal-
to weigh much with him. He declared ‘befides, that he : ol rep (rio a~10é, ceeded. our idcome, and that we were impru-
thould have anfwered with equal hoftility, had not fome ‘?Y‘:{‘ ed, al“ ‘evﬁ]{éi—‘ibué i roviding means of expenge, when our
time elapfed, and his feeling fubfided. . The point in conteft [ dently mof funk i;itil)) a {tate of debility. o S ' ’
between them was, whether they were likely to have a re- 4 eneslp ¢ é wer; ¢r doubted, that was, whether the right ho- Sir Grey
duction of the expenditure next year, fo as to provide for the : nougzbk’; : e%i?eﬁmaﬁ- was entitled to take the fum from the Cooper.

furplus of a million? In the whole of the right honourable X - hLad ftated ? :
gentleman’s {yftem, there did not feem the {pirit of makinga | ‘.:(mbhdate‘d FUD‘:;( that} hfhi: he had liftened at leaft to one Mr.
reduction likely to bring the expenditure within or even ' | M. Puiteney oblerved, that b ble sentleman with much Pulteney.
nearly within, the eftimate of the Committee of 1786, How obfervation of the right honouh_ra fﬁfgfgu,ff tc:‘ acknowledge
was he to make it? 'Was the army to be reduced ? Or the eoncern, €ven V‘-thligi: ; fﬁ{: rg]:nit‘iOn‘ of the profperity of -
o Ordnance prodigality to be curbed ! High founding fentences ‘ his great merit 1('; e gt COI,), ratulate the. Committee on
of profperity, were very pleafing to the ear; “but in matter the %oxhntrty ?wa}rlliChea‘[gl;e; ?md h%afd opened. The right ho-
~of figures and account, the fubject muft be more clofely exa- the Budge an h g declared, that poffibly fome of the.
mined, and he fhould continue to repeat that our income i ~ nourable gentleman ha Ae‘_c,ab-e . creafed above the eftimate
was not equal to our expenditure, till it was proyed to be articles of expenditure mutt be incres \

0 : - ot (like a man who determines
equal.  With regard to Lotteries, he had, perhaps, had of 17?6 . li)_ut fg;:%:‘:}i%‘i_g}ﬁz;‘ng,(and finding that his eftate
greater opportunity of knowing their bad confequences than ; ‘gn dre ortm f'ngefe en acceflion of wealth, lapfes into his former

f moft gentlemen. He was perfuaded that if thofe confe- 1a¢ an Hke ) to relax in our efforts of ceconomy ; becaufe
5 quences were as well underftood by the Committee in ‘géne- - extrf\vagancri:]a d increafed. We ought not to proportion our
ral, there could be but one opinion on the fubject, "Havin our icome e to our pr oﬁaeriiy " but to perfevere in our en-
it brought in a plan for the regulation of the Police of Weft« 'thr;avaga?j oain an ﬁxcreéﬁng’ furplus, and to alleviate the .
il - minfter, which the right honourable gentleman: would not bea:]oursof tf‘fe eople; not only by reducing the public debt,
i “Teproach him with having abandoned (as it was abandoned ' fé }'u: t(: nsleﬂ’eninp? the pumber of oppreflive taxes under which
| by, Adminifiration, and not by him) he had come 3t ‘i)lué go le groaned. It was well known, that wheneyer a
i | facts which proved that Lotteries were moft fatal in their | the people groancd. was B R

“confe- Vou XXVIL. 30 -
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compulfion from the refiftance -made to- it by the people
through their reprefentatives;, o from its owri i‘n’fu?f‘ﬁcie;lcp 5
1t;'.wzi5‘,~_theréforé,~ the moré neceflary to niake ufe of tl):(;'
ftriCteft ceconomy, and redace the eftabli{himients as-much as
pofiible; that they might-beabléd to' de' fo fatisfactory = thing
to'the feelings of the public as- to-take off fome oué or mo‘r%‘
of the moft irkfome of the taxes. Mr: Pulteney added '.th'f'a;
he lljad intended to {peak ol the dpplication of Excife <;n to=
bacco during the debate of the preceding F fiday, -but pér--
ceiving fo midny other géntlemen atixious to deliver theit fen-:
timents,’ he had forborne totréuble the Houfe ; he ‘Wi{heﬂ" |
however, that the Excife laws; as they, be)fc’m’d a déubt’ 1
were likely to harrafs the {ubject, and poflibly to injure th’;
manufadture to which they’ were applied, - might not be ex-:
tend’éd wl}e‘rg the revenué did not abfolutely rféquire it

Mr. Pitt anfwered that if the honourable gentleman con-

ceived: that-he was.averfe from:intraducing a' redution of

the expénditure or thecftablifbimenits j he could -affare him
that he had greatly miltakedi the diift of his- remarks.. He:
was far from thinking the increife of refources dny excufe:
for prodigality, and was as anxious as any tan in that -
Houle for applying, what; in the propér ferife of the word,
could be called tiue ceconomy; wherevér it could be épplied’,-
Could the Honhourable gentlemaii iniagine aixi'j;' tak more:
grateful for one in his fituation thad curfailing thofe efta-r

‘blithments, and reducicg them to fiich a lével as prudence:

and a due régard to thé public {afety would warrdrit? buthe

could niot confent; for the fake of courting popularity, {o far:
to ‘;_a._gbar}dqn his duty, as to hazard the moft important inte-;
refts of the nation, by prematurely propofing any repeal of

 taxes, or atteipting to win the favour of thé peoplé by alles:

Mr. W.
Stanhope,

vidtihg. theit burdens, before: the finances of" the ‘country:
had arrived at fuch a fate of profpérity as would iﬁﬁify the:
C’Qmmg‘_for\ifard with a méafure in ’ev’e‘r'y polnt of view - fas
tisfitory in the higheft degree to the mind of a Minifter,,
To act upon fo important a particular with precipitation,
and befofe matters wete ripe enough for it; -would not o’nl;::
be rafli in the extreme, but extiétiely unjuft aid détrifental
to the public in general. ’ o .

Mr. 7. Stanbope (after having premifed, that althotgh he
had enj_oygd thé honour of a feat i Pirliament, during:
fiftéen years, the prefent Wis the rioft profpetous Budgst
he had éver heard opened) faid; he rofe chiiefly to fpeak tor
a'papet whicli hdd been laid; Wwith others; ofi the table, and'
which contained the moit é’iifﬁé’rdiﬁzii'y“eht"r'iés which h',e had:

© éver tead,  His furprife was excited by obferyin’g the fmall

r*ex_ﬁ;rﬁ' of Excife duties of Scotland:  He had always under~

A. 197904

tax was onice impofed; Miniftets niever répealed it; - but-upor :

oA 1790
+ flood, that in England the Excife ‘was the beft collefted fyf-

found fault with, but.glad, upon the whole, that the inve
. tigationihad taken. place. He declared  that the language of
- ‘Scotland :uniformly had been,
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tem of taxes in the country, and in Scotland, from what he

‘had read in-the jpaper, he feared, it was the worft. Our Ex-

cife was ftated to produce fix million three hundred thoufand

.- pounds, - Whereas’ the Excife in Scotland did not appear to.
- produce.more :than 230 additional pounds, although there
' was a.Court .of Exchequer, aniExcife Board, and other efta-
“blifhments mentioned in that country. Surely there muft
be a negle@ fomewhere, or fucha retnrn .could not have
been made. Under the head of Excife:in England, he faw
" o lefs than ten.or twelve different jtems, but nong of them -
. taken notice.of in the return of the Excife of Scotland. Mr.
'Stanhope enumerated the different articles of lead, leather,
. fope, candles,. &c. &c: -and commented upon each, tecom-
.. mending a:more ftrict obfervance of the

conduct of the

Board of Excife in:Scotland-for the future. R o
- Sir-Fames Fobnflone faid, that he was forry to fee Scotla

£6 give us your laws. and

« your liberty, and we will give yiou onr money.” To that

. the Scotch-would adhere,-but. if .we would not.communicate -

the bleffings. . we enjoyed,. they- would -not open. their purfes.

- With reg‘irdsto,mi-ncsf,,.he’ knew that the,country. had {ome;
+for, he enjoyed .a:property in feveral. . He mentioned: that

Glalgow paid 4o00l. a year for .a:duty lately -impofed. . He
begged leave to inform the right*hpnqu;rjable -gentleman
(Mr. Fox) who had intimated that no .man in, that ‘Houle
dared to propofe taxing the funds, that he thanked Heaven
_that there was no neceffity, but if the cafe fhould occur, he

“wifhed the Land fax to be doubled, which the ftockholder

" would of courfe feel the.preflure of; and, if:it were abfolute-

" 1y nec:flary to fave their liberties and preferve the Conftitu-

tion and the country, he dared to fay, let the furids be taxed

likewife. , , ,
Sir Richard Hill, ‘zif_t_erucongratu]ziting,tl]e»Commit(eé and

~_the country in general on the Welcome,Budget: which they

had heard opened, faid, that although he had in the lait

. debate the misfortune to d/i'fagi‘_e'e.-élith the honourable gentle-
. 'man over the way, (Mr. Sheridan) he concurred with him
Cin every. {yllable ‘which he had uttered concerning ‘the
 Lottery.. The confequences .were, lie was perfuaded, moft
~_injurious to the laborious part of the people, whofe Virtue
~.and whofe morals tt was peculiarly the province of that

_Houfe to watch over, and’ therefore, although he did not

“fuppofe that his feeble voice ‘would ‘have any effect, he felt

~that he had dope his daty by.declaring 'his opinion to be

302 ¢ againft

1467

nd Sir James
I Jol{ﬂiﬁpne

SirR.
Hill.
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| 'again& the adoption of any fuch mifchievous -means fof : to Botany Bay would exceed that fum, and alfo make part

ﬁ ravlﬁng. money-. ; of that debt : but he doubted whether the right honourab!e. |
1‘ | "Fhe refolution was, upon the queftion being put, unani. ; entleman could, upon the moft favqurable ftatement of hxg '
) . moully agreed to. - o ' - i %Vays and Means, afford to apply this fum to the moft pro- ;1
[ Mr. Pitte  Mr. Pitt remarked, that perhaps his Motion for Lotteries | per of all fervices. Theright honourable gentlgman admitted g
o might not be carried unanimoufly. Although much had that his fupply amounted to 5,987,449l Hé admitted that

"';f been faid againft them, he could not avoid obferving that it fome other mifcellaneous fervices remained to be voted ; he

e

appeared to him, that it was not the Lottery itfelf, which would take it at 6,000,000l only. He was afraid that I
i , was attended with. mifchievous confequences, but the Infu- there was no fund of Ways and Means which could, upon : !
E rances illegally earried on,,and if any gentleman could the higheft eftimate of the produce of the revenue for the | .
b fuggelt a means of totally preventing them, he would moft next four quarters, equal that expenditure. It appeared ) i
feadily adopt it, provided that it were practicable'and likely to him that there was a fallacy, or an error, in which the
U to prove effectual. right honourable gentleman had ftated his Ways and Means - i
: , ~ M. Pitt then moved another refolution, viz. ¢ That itis for the next four quarters. He has taken 621,000l for ;
Lk ¢ the opinion of this Committee, that towards raifing the the furplus of the laft April quarter, and he had taken

P ¢ fupply, the fum of 290,000l be raifed by Lottery.”" . _the produce of the next four quarters befide. Let us try :
' Mr. Mr. Baftard recommended drawing the Lottery in a (continued Sir Grey Coopey) the truth of this affertion by |
T,  Battard, {horter time, by multiplying the number of wheels into the teft of the other mode of making up the expenditure and

¥ which the tickets were put; or to have it drawn by an un- - jncome of the year, adopted by the famous Committee in

equal number of tickets each day, in order to foil the 1786, and ufed in all fiatements fince that time till the N
Infurance offices, and put a ftop to their illegal prattice, " prefent year, when it happens to be moft convenient to fate. : _

sty

Mr. Pitt. - er Pz‘:];-anfvgered, that the propofition of drawing an un- | it in the old manner, which conceals a fallacy better.
) “—gqual number of tickets éach day (which had, he faid, be . ' . ' ‘ o
in contemplation) would prove i¥1é(ﬁ'e&ual, as the Inﬁ’lraniré The Charges upon thedConfohdaTed. Fund are, e 60
b office keepers could make contingent Infarances, and govern. intereft of National debt B - 9 '2;7)?202 ‘
i their condut accordingly. 2 ' - Civil Lit N - - 96 >
g The Refolution pafled. Charges in the Fund = - 64’000’
‘; The Houfe adjourned Appropriated duties - - 66,000
' . ' Million for difcharge of the debt, leaving out
: f Tuefday, o0th April. o o the intereft of Exchequer bills - = 1,000,000
When Mr. Gilbert had brought up the report of the Com- = o e ‘ o — ‘
g . mittee of Ways and Means, the Refolutions were read a _ - 11,305,769
i firft time, and on the motion, ¢ That the faid Refolutions & Add to this fum the fupply of the year voted,
¥ ¢ be read a fecond time,” ' or to be voted - - - : 6,000,000
8it Grey- Sir Grey Cooper rofe, and obferved that he had omitted, on b e
! Cooper: the preceding day, to exprefs his fatisfaCtion that the right 5 "Total expenditure oo 17,305,769
hlon?t“mbh;ggﬂtﬁm&ndhgd‘at' éaﬁ dire@ed his attention to 1 | WwAYS AND MEANS.
the ftate of the Navy debt, and deftined 200,000l as a por- B 1ol ) :
tion of - his fupply,onr the redution of tl,lat p‘art‘ofpthe i Amount of the annual revle nue, a;ﬁ aEeI(} b);. the
i .unfunded debt. The application of that fum, at leaft, had I right honourable gentleman himiet,  irom 12.246.000
§ become well nigh neceflary to difcharge the arrears of the 1 April 1789, to April 1790 T -?2’ 4 5000
l U courfe of the Navy, and the intereft of the Navy and Vic- i : %and and Mﬁa it L R . ,ZS'O,OCO ’
v tga}lling ‘bm,s-_h O{{x the firft of May next, there would be i - Lottery profits . 9 it !
i - eighteen months of regiftered bills, twelve months at inte- 1 T e s ' ‘ :
I roft; and though they might not be all inere® bills, the Upon that Eftimate total income - ‘6’(2)?5,020' |
i intereft muft amount to more than 40,000l. per anmum. Deficiency on this ﬁatemen(il‘. -f n - 1,010,7%% !
' i This fum would make a part of the Navy debt, or exceeding ;‘? M we take the ann ual produce ot t f revenue- 13,700 000 ]
! lji B @f the curent year; and the expence of the tranfport fervice gyen at < B ' 3 Which.
R 3 b : to ‘
j ki . .
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*Which the Confolidated revenues and incidents,
and feveral ad{cititious articles, - are ftated to
have produced -within the laft-year, to. April

A 1940,

17O, .
‘Land and Malt T . - 2,4 50,060
:Lottery ; - - . Ploooo |

: Total'income -on- this higheft eftimate .of the
. produce of the:four quarters, -with all .com-
~puted -or expe€ted cafual articles, fuch as
balances of -accountants, .augmentation of
tobacco duty, and the farther.arrears of affefled

- Taxes. . .
--But the expenditure of-fupply ftated-on the other - :
amounts to o - = 17;305,769

~-Even ‘upon this ftatement, in-which every -al-
-lowance is made, ‘there ig;a,deﬁciency of -

! 5655769
Mr. Pite.  Mr. Chancellor Pizz anfwered, that he had mentioned a
" vatiety of particulars in his opening the ftate of the finances -

on the preceding day, to not one of which had the honour-

able Baronet-paid:the :fmalleft attention. The Chancellor
sof the Exchequer inftanced the arrears .on the affefled taxes, .
~the increafe on-tobacco, and feveral other items in proof
- of his argument. : : : R
Mr.Steele Mr. Steele obferved that the honourable Baronet.chofe to +
take hig ftatement in” a way.differént:from that ftated by
~+his right honourable friend, :who had:taken .it:up the .gth of
--April, -and confequently there muft be an effential difference
ari.ﬁ.x]g from the very contrary modes of ftatement.
The refolutions. were thenread a fecond-time, .and agréed

R

e T

- ito

The Houfe adjourﬁed.

Wednefday, 212 Hpril.

Mr. Mr. Courtenay. rifing, -remarked, .that previoufly to his
Courtenay entering upon his intended difcuffion, it might be éxpected

vtha_t he fhould make :fome apology to the Houfe for the
-“frequent notices which he had given of ‘hisiintention to move
- for the.appointment of a Committee to inquire .into the
- expenditure-of the public money in the Ordance:department.
- That apology be was extremely ready now to offer; and at
~the fame time to acquaint-the Houfe, -that -his intentions
. owed their delay not to any trivial, ‘but :to particular caufes.

Lj g!efé&x?ti.lng.u[ion the Tabje@ before him, perhaps it might :
_prove an inducement to gentlemen to-grant him a.patient
i hearing, if he previoufly acquainted them that e would en-

' ‘ deayour
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deavour to ftudy as much brevity as he conceived muft:
{uffice to convince them the appointment of this Committee.
was particularly neceffary. . .

“When the prefent Malter General of the” Ordnance was
appointed, he departed from the ufual line of condué&, to
draw up a report which he prefented. to the Houfe as a kind
of code of laws for the future regulation of the Ordnance,
or as a fort of Excifé law ; by this code alone he defired that

he might be tried ; and if it fhould be the pleafure of the.

noble Duke to roar, it would be in his own bull, not in

that which he (Mr. Courtenay) might make; but without

entering into any irrelevant detail, he fhould proceed to.
ftate thofe facts, which, ke contended, would bring with them
ftrength fufficient to convince even the right honourable
gentleman himfelf (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) that
the meafure was indifpenfably neceflary which he meant to
propofe ; yet at the fame time he could not but exprefs a-
wifh, that an honourable Baronet, who had made fome ad-
vances in it, would have purfued the f{ubjeCt with that:
fuperiority of abilities which he had difplayed. in. the difcuf~
fion of'it.- The worthy Baronet had moved for:-an account:
" of any balance that might remain.in the hands of the Treafu-;
rer of the Ordnance on the 1ft of January 1788, of fums:
voted in 1787 ;.and this account had "been returned, that
there remained.unexpénded one fum of 195,376l 17s. 3d..
“and another of "3,714L. 125.3d. which added together, made’
figg,-bg’ll‘. 9. 6d. The truth of the faét alledged in:this.
return. he denied, and contended that'it'was an accumulated:

balance from the year 1784. ~Arguing on that ground, the"

noble Duke had aced in diametric oppofition to one of the.

principles which he had laid down in his code of laws, which:.

iwas, that the expenditure of the Ordnance fhould be ftated:
at the end of each year ; whereas, in this account returned:
to the Houfe, the expenditure of feveral years had been
ftated in one fum; and each year was diftinguithed by the
balance remaining of the fums voted for its expenditure ;

and this condu& the prefent Mafter General had always:
preferved. He. laid down. feveral principles, to which the’

noble Peer, (Marquis Townfhend) when he was Mafter
General of the” Ordihance, adhered in every refpect more
ftrictly than he had done. It was on this- account that the
wotthy Baronet moved for accounts of the four laft yearss
1f it had not been the with and “the intention of the noble:
Puke to conceal the real ftatement, he would have taken the
fpecific fums éxpended each ‘year, and have thewn afterwards
the, remaining ‘balance. As, however, he had not thought

fit to purfue this mode of conduct, he found himfelf under.

~ -.the
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In 1984, remained unexpended the fum of

Had the balance been ftated to the Houfe,
every one might fee that there could have
been no neceflity for voting fo large a
fam for the exigencies of the enfuing

91,614 12 &

year. _ .
In 17835, the balance remained of - - 16,984 17 6
In 17806, - - -

- 15453 © ©

Which added together, would prbduce 2 ba-
lance of aboy - -

124,000 0 O

When the honourable Baronet mév,c:d for the balance for

3987, it was ftated to be 200,000l,—but gentlemen would

obferve that the fa& was an accruing balance from the be-
ginning of 1784, and that the real balance of 1487 was
75,000l which added to the 124,000l. mentioned before,
would produce within a little of the 200,0a@0l. fiated in the
account : this he would prove in another way, by the efti-
mates for 1787; the ordinaries and extraordinaries were
328,576l 14s, 3d. 'The real expenditure which could not
be avoided, was 21 3,538l. which left a fum of above 115,000,
What, {aid Mr. Courtenay, could be the reafon for this con-
du&t? Some reafon the noble Duke muft have, which, thongh '

" he would not declare, he fufpefted to be thiss that at fome

future period he might ftate to the Houfe that this accumu-
lating balance was favings, and might obtain a vote of con-
fidence to carry on thofe {chemes of fortificaticn to which he
was_fo wmuch attached. Thefe, Mr. Courtenay contended, ~
were facts ftrong enough- to juftify himfelf from any imv
putation of .acting through perfonal pique, or private refent=
ment againft the Mafter General of the Ordnance.

- The next fubje€t which he propofed to difcufs was the
contraéts. The noble Duke had ftated the neceflity of open-
ing contrats with the Ordnance by public advertifements,
and this had been the mode of conduct adopted by the late
Mafter General, in confequence of which, the Public had
faved more than twenty per cent. lt appeared, however,
from accounts prefented to the Houfe, that the prefent Maf-
ter General, though he had laid down that principle, never
followjd it; and that no open contrats had been made for
the lafl (ix years. Perhaps it might be faid that articles were
obtained cheaper by any other mode—granting this, fill the
friends of the noble Duke muft allow, that in departing from

' « hig

A. 1790. o

the neceflity of ftating to the Houfe the different balances
in 1784, 5, and 6. '
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‘his own fyftem, he tacitly confefled that {yftem to be erro-
.neous. As to the powder mills they were maintained at an
enormous expence, and were evidently meant to deprive the
powder manufacturers of every power of providing Govern-
‘ment with that article. It would wnot prove a bad meafure
to lay it under the excife; for if any accident happened to
the excifemen, it might not be of fo much fignification. By
thefe Government powder mil's, there would exift no necef-
fity of enforcing thie game laws; for no poacher could buy
“powder it would be fo dear! As a natural refult of this ex-
‘travagance of expenditure, ,t'hevnobl_e_Duke would effeCtually
prevent his right ‘honourable friend, ‘Mr. Chancellor Pitt,
“from purfuing his fcheme of reducing the national debt, He
‘would make it abfolutely.neceffary for him to have recourfe
to a method fuggefted in the American war, of feizing on
“the lands of- the bifhops. Like the firft Mafter General of
- Artillery, -mentioned in ‘Milton, the prefent one might
‘exclaim;, that o o -
» S ¢¢ Down they fell—
. Bifhop on Archbifhop hurl’d,
* Anto the dark abyfs.”

“The mode adopted .to.admit«men into the corpsof Arti-
“ficers -was fimilar.to that:made ufe of by the Philanthropic
‘Society, that.no children:thould enjoy the benefits of. that in-
ftitution-who could not-prove:their parents to.be profligate~—

o here no man could be admitted into the-corps,.unlefs he cer-
-tified that he could neither handle an.axe.ora faw, Asto-forts,

~ it appeared-that in 3786, the -fum of : 34,449l 165 .7d. was .

- voted:for.improving and completing:Cumberland Fort. In
/1487, amotion was made.to:know how:much-had been expend-
:ed-—An.account was returned: that-27,000l. more.was -necef-
Aary. Surely.the -Mafter: General might have ftated to -the
sHoufe, that:fo much more was .wanted—no~—the:confefhon

, -awas:extorted frem >him;-and in 1488, :by. another account

-movedfor, it was:found that. 27;0c0l. would not be:fufficient

‘to improve-and. complete that-which the noble Duke had pe-

~remptorily afferted might be.completed:for. 34,000l - Would.
-any perfon venture from -thefe fa&s to.affert that the Houfe:

-ought-to give,a:vote of credit to a.man, .whofe every.eftimate
‘had-thus proved fallacious, from the.eftimate of hisfirft grand
~fortification fcheme, to the prefent period ; :and yet this.is the

- man of whom one of his right honourable friends (Mr. Pitt)
thas trivmphantly:{aid, thatif there were any.popularity in -

the country, it-is:certainly.due-to bim. - Thefe:faéts, how-
.gver, - then the right honourable gentleman did not knhow ;
-now-that vhe was :acquainted with them, he.did not- enter-
tain-a -doubt - but: that he'ifhould have.his; fupport : to .his

VoL, XXVI. 3P . ~‘motion,

1 . “
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motion. Perhaps itimig‘nt be neceflary to explain to the
Houfe, that whenever the noble Duke talked of improving
and completing any fort, he meant, pulling it down and
building one five times larger than the old one. It might
alfo not be unnpeceflary to {tate to gentlemen, that though
he was baffled in his grand fortification {cheme, he ftill
purfued it in detail, by ereting forts in different places,
a: different periods, when they were really not wanted.
And thus when the country gentlemen had beaten the
noble Duke out of his ditches at Port{fmouth, and driven

him from his covered ways at Plymouth, he took a kind

of lover’s leap from Mount Edgcumbe, and, from the ala-

“crity which he always evinced in finking, people thought
_that he had plunged irrecoverably to the bottom ; but ona

fudden they beheld him rife again, furrounded with fafcines,
gabions, and chevaux de. frifes, in the Weft Indies. And
here he could not help remarking the negligence of the
noble Duke, with regard to the ere€ion of thofe forts in

“the Weft Indies, the expences of which he was not able to
ftate, except from eftimate and conjeCture.

The fum efti-
‘mated was 200,000l ; but if he might judge from the general
condu&@ of the noble Duke, he fhould contend that double
this fum would fcarce be found fufficient. - To garrifon thefe

~ iflands, the number of troops neceflary would amount to

twenty or thirty regiments, of which half of them might

- very-well be faid to die in the fpace of a year ; for, of four

regiments landed in the Weft Indies on the firft of Auguft,
Hunter declared that one half were dead on the firft of Janu-
ary following, and the other half unfit for fervice. The

“ civil effablifhment in the Weft Indies was now 4oo00l. a

year. - This was a new {yftém introduced, by the noble Duke,
who in the Weft Indies, and in England, had increafed the
civil eftablifhment of the Ordnance one fourth.  He re-

- membered when firft the noble Duke came into office,

he went into- a rigorous extreme of ceconomy, difmifled
many gallant officers who had ferved their country, and
particularly one who had bled under General Wolfe. Per-
haps the pofts which they held in the Ordnance might be

- unneceflary ; he Wwould not contend that ; but this he would

contend, that the only comfort to the feelings of thefe gen-
tlemen would have been the knowledge that the Duke had
ere€led no unneceflary places. This confolation, however,

‘was not theirs. . -

Thus had he difcufled, as briefly as poffible, the whole of
the public conduét of the Mafter General of’ the Ordnance;

- he had proved that he had arrogated to himfelf applaufe

which he did not defervé ; that he had unneceflarily de-

*manded the public money; that he had accumulated a

3 balance

firft year, and 10,000l. in the fecond year..

A. 1790, "DEBATES

balance for feveral years, which he had ftudioufly concealed;
that when any Ordnance account had been moved for, the
officers of that department had dared to give an erroneous
account ; that with refpect to fortifications, the noble Duke
had prefented fallacious eftimates ; that the Houfe had been
able to obtain no information from him, except what was
extorted ; that in carrying on the manufacture of powder,

he had been four times a dealer; that in profecuting any

Ordnance work, every foldier and artificer coft the public
fix or feven fhillings a day, inftead of half-a-crown ; that
in the Weft Indies he had been wafteful and prodigal of the
public treafures ; and that he always deviated from the fyf-
tem which he had laid down. He thould therefere move,
« that a Committtee be “appointed to examine into the ex-

¢ penditure of the public money under the adiminiftration
¢« of the prefent Mafter General and Board of Ordnance,*

¢ from the 1ft of January 1784.”

475

Mr. Minchin begged leave to afiure the right honourable ~ Mr.
sentleman, that he was miftaken in ftating that feveral {ums Minchin.
o 3

Pad accumulatell, -and that if a balance remained one year,
and another balance the next year, they ought to be a{dded
together; for, if this year a balance of go,0001. remained,
and the next year the fum of 100,000l. the “Houfe were not
to conclude that in the two years there exifted a balance of
10o.000l. but enly of 100,000l that is, of 9o,000l. in the
o g With refpect
to the increafe of falaries, that was owing to t"heE perquifites
of the clerks being taken away, to whom this increafe had
been allowed as a compenfation; and with regard to the in-

g creafe of the civil eftablifhment, it arofe from the'renewal
" of old places ; but no new places had been created.

Captain Berkeley declared that the 1ioble Duke at the head Ci{}?t_ain
of ‘the Ordnance bad waded through its vaft mals of ob- Berkeley.

{fcure accounts with the perfeverance of an Hercules; and
that his mode of management had been fpch. as fo preclude
the thadow of ground for the charge of peculation, or any
other degrading impropriety. "The noble Dukey by having
purchafed powder ‘mills, not only broke a combination
amongft the powder manufacturers, but alfo afforded Govern-
ment with a cheaper and hetter fort of that article. As to
the appointment of a corps of artificers, it was a plan which
met with the full approbation of Lord ‘Heathfield, whole
praife alwdys implied a landable canfe. Concerning the
erafement of Cumberland fort, the honourable gentlemai
was inaccurate, for it had not been pulled down, bat altered

and amended. ~ The noble Duke, when he came into placey

found the eftimates fo loofe, that they would cover any
‘ ' 3P a2 expenditure
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expenditure, he fet himfelf to work to cleanfe the Augean:
ftable, and he had focceeded.  The noble Duke. attackedgthe:
Hydra vigoroufly, andralthough it took him: four years to
accomplifh his intentions, he at laft got through the whole.-
As to thg,retums, there was no embezzlement in them.:-«
but granting the fadl, merely for the fake of argument  the
obvious conclufion was, that the prefent motion: did n(,>t go
.'fa“r enq}?g‘h. The noble Puke, in fuch a cale; ought to be:
impeached. The honourable gentleman, Captain Berkeley
a-ddfad,‘ rem-‘ir_»ded him of a foolifh fellow throwing dirty wateyt’:v
againft the fun; the dirty water fell on the head of the dir’ty.
thrower. With regard to bargains for the Public, fince
he had been at the Board, he did not know of one’which»
had been made without a contract. The noble Duke, -he:
fhould again repeat, was furely juftifiable in h-aﬁng [;ur-'
chafed powder mills with the public money, when he difco-
vered that the grim, fmutty, and black arniy of powder-mill:
proprietors had entered into a combination to keep the price
of powder high; and upon this eccafion it was the noble
ngg told them, that if they did not lower the price, he
would purchafe certain mills, {pecifying where they v’vexe
fituated : thefe he afterwards did purchafe, and there powder
was manufactured at a mueh cheaper rate for the public

#nd much better in itfelf than they had obtained bvefor‘e,:
a:nf‘l_f every gentleman muft be aware, that it was a materiai
ije& to have powder made of good ingredients, and not to
be fervged“ as during-the laft war with an article of fuch con-
fequence,. fo bad as to its quality. With. eharges-éqﬁal]y,

groundlefs, the honoﬁourable'gentrlemah had thought proper

o fo’lﬂlow the noble Duke after his. ridiculoudly-imputed
lover’s Ifzap from Mount Edgcumbe to the Weft Indies; but
the fortlﬁ'gations carried on there were conftrued i;nder
the authority of Parliament, and the expence had been re~
gularly voted, from time to time, by that Houfe. As to
what the honourable gentleman had. hiﬁ"tdéd:refpeé’cing a port
&t\hou‘{e, till he ftated the circumflances of the cafe and his
?-pthorlty, all he could fay was, that he knew nothing about
it ‘and he believed that the. honouraljle gentleman knew as
little about it as himfelf. He believed that the honourable
.g,entlex_nan would be mech mortified if he carried his motion,
as he fcarcely thought that if he had a window in his breaft,
and the Houfe could look into the dark rec-fles of his heart’>
that they would find that he was much in earneft ; the n‘obl’é«
Marquis, who was Mafter General when . that honourable
gentleman was furveyor General of the Ordnance, having:
affured him (Captain Berkeley) that he was fo far from
pereeiving any thing wrong in the noble Duke’s plan of
conducting matters xelative to the Beard of Ordnance, and

, . - -all

!

o T
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all which came wunder. that department, that he. highly ap-~
proved. of it, and' thought it a proper model for others to
imitate.. 1f they went into the inquiry, Captain Berkeley
faid, that he was fare that the neble Duke and his charaller,.
like: fterling, gold paffing, through fire, would come out
purer, than they entered. [Captain Berkeley. was called to or-
der from the Chair,. in the courfe of his fubject, mere than
once.| '
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General Burgoyne declared, that if he. had a window in his' General
. breaft, it would be feen, that from the bottom of his foul,. Burgoy

he was, upon the fulleft convition, an enemy to the noble.
Duke’s rage for fortification, being thoroughly perfuaded that
our Weft-India iflands could only be fecured by a fuperiority
of naval force. Hehad heard it faid, that the Houfe of Com-
mons was not a proper place to examing a Board of Engi-
neers ; but it was a proper place to examine into the expen-
diture of the public money ; to call witnefles to the bar to
aflk whether the fortifications propofed would prove ade-
guate to the defence of the refpe@ive iflands; to inquire what
quantum of fource would be neceffary to man them ; to dif-
cover whether that brave and diftinguithed chara&ter, Gene-
ral Matthews, (who knew more refpecting the Weft Indies
than any officer in the fervice) approved of the plan of forti-
fications; and above all, to afcertain whether the iflands

| . - themfelves defired to have them, and had voted any money,

towards them in their affemblies? The General protefted that
~ heentertained great perfonal refpect for the noble Duke at
the head of the Crdnance: he knew his integrity and his
talents, and he had received many civilities from him § but
it was his duty, as a Member of Parliament, to fay that
he thought the noble Duke’s idea of fortification erroneouss.
and, indeed, the nation itfelf cried out againft it. -General,
Burgoyne mentioned the report refpeGting the ifland of Do~

~ minica, which was founded on no better ettimate than that

of a deceafed officer,” Captain Bruce, in the year 1772 and
he had made the eftimate eighteen years ago.. The General

" commented on this circumftance and concluded with declar-
ing that the noble Duke’s zeal for his country was abforbed
in fortification : -

Tt was the ruling paffion in his breaft 5 -
+ Like Aaron’s ferpent, fwallowed all the reft.

Mr. Martin having obferved that he fhould vote for the

Mr.

motion, added, that if the noble Duke poffeffed the merit Martin,

which was imputed to him, the Houfe ought to go into the
Committee, and do him juftice, and give fatisfaction to the
public. ' ~

Mr. Rofe begged leave to remind the Houfe, that in 'proo,g Mr. Rofe.
U , _ of -
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the Weft-India iflands, as a fecurity againft fudden furprife,
when holftilities commenced between France and this' coun-
-try, we had a fuperiot naval force in the Weft Indies, Ad-
miral Barrington being at that time there at the head of a
fleet, and yet the very firft news which the Admiral heard
of war having broke out was conveyed to him in the intel-
ligence of the capture of Dominica, and the very next ftep
taken by the enemy, was the capture of St. Vincents.
Rofe explained the circnmitances of thefe two captures; in
Dominica, we had fortifications ; but not -a f{ufficient force
to man the works; and in St. Vincents, there was a2 com-
plete regiment, but they were fo fpread and diffufed that’

they could not be coll:aé’ted, fo as to refiff the enemy, and -

prevent the capture of the ifland. Next fell Tobago, and
then the ifland of Grenada. Mr. Biron, who had a choice
of difficalties, having either to ftay and prote@ the ifland, or

go down to' the leeward and prote&t the homeward bound-
fleet, which was worth a million and a half fterling, chofe
the latter, (Mr. Rofe faid) and he had himfelf received a let-"
ter from an officer in that fleet, who obferved in it, that"
they were going down to leeward to prote@ the valuable’
homeward bound fleet, but, that in all probability, the ifland

of Grenada would be loft in their abfence.. The event ve-

rified the predicion, and Grenada fell foon afterwards; but

thefe iflands had not been in pofleflion of the French three- -

months before they profited by our negle&, and fortified-

them, infomuch, that fix months afterwards, when we at-:. .

terapted to retake St.”Vincents, the officer, who was an ho-
nourable member of that Houfe, and a brave and fkilful
commander, without any refle¢tion upon him, was repulfed,
although the inhabitants on the {pot were fully fenfible of the"
injury which they received from' the change in the govern-
ment, the lofs of their property, ill treatmént and other
inconveniences. Mr. Rofe mentioned our having gotten:
poflefion of the ifland of St. Lucie, dnd contended that-
nothing could be more clear, than that to guard againft
a fudden furprife, and fecure the iflands till affiftance could
be brought, fortifications muft be ereGted. -

Captain Berkeley rofe to explain and to make a few more
nbfervations, which the reproof he had received from the
Chair (he {aid) had made him forget when he was before up-
on his lege. The more the condu& of the Board of ‘Ord-
nance was examined, the more it would be found that’every-
alreration introduced by the noble Duke,” was made not to’
increafe but to fave expence. In the falaries there was a de--
creafe of about two hundred and ninety-two thoufand pounds.
In an{wer to the queftion from’ the honourable ‘gentleman -

' : whether -
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of the abfolute neceflity, during the laft war, of fortifying -

Mr.
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whether General Matthews approved of the fortifications

'in the Weft Indies ? he had it in his power to, ftate that he

did approve of them and fo did the iflands; nor did the mat-
ter reft on bhis bare affertion ; he had in his Klland .an addre{.s
of the Council of St. Chriftopher to the General, on his
coming among them, in which they exprefled their warm ap-
probation of the fortifications. :

19

Mr. Fox having remarked that be perfevered in his obfti- Mr. Fox.

nacy, if he was in the wrong, and his refolution, if he was
‘in the right, to oppofe the extenlﬁon of fortifications, ex-
prefled his aftonifhment that the honourable gentleman
fhould have challenged any Member to difpute the propriety
of the increafe of the fortifications in the Weft-India iflands,
at a time when the Houfe were not in a ftate to difcufs that
queftion, fince no man could argue upon 1t utilefs he had ma-
‘terials to enable him tojudge whether they were more or
lefs neceffary. Therefore, before he could liften to the ar-
guments of the honourable gentleman over the way, he muft
“firft inquire, what number of men the fertifications now car-
rying on would want, and whether we had a fufficient force
in the Weft-India iflands to man them, or elfe the Houfe
‘might be putting the Weft-India iflands into the very ftate
which an honourable gentleman had defcribed Domunca to
have been in the laft war; as baving works without men,
and as ferving rather as a firength for the enemy after they
had captured the ifland, than as a protection of the ifland,
while in our hands. That Houfe fhould be upon its guard
‘before they' voted any money towards fortifications, and they

.ought to know whether they had the means of defending

them, or ufing them as a defence after they were erected.
He thould, therefore, give his vote for the.mqu'n"y,'xfjxt
were only to know to what an extent the fortifications were
to be carried. . ;
had faid, that they could but very .unpe'rfe&ly {atisfy the.
Houfe refpecting the ftate of the fortifications already begun,
and added, that the want of that information lay thh_. an
officer fent out by government, whofe filence on the fubject
hitherto remained to be explained. . Mr, Fox cenfured Cap-
tain Berkeléy’s mode. of faying, that he knew nothing of

“the faé& to which his honourable friend had alluded, and

that he believed the honourable gentleman knew no more
of it than he did; that was (Mr. Fox declared) an. uncivil
mode of reafoning, and totally inapplicable in the Qrefent
inftance; for what could be more fair than for his ho-
nourable friend to fay, I am in pofleflion of fucl} a fact,
¢ and if you will let me go into a Committee, I will prove
¢¢ jt”  His honourable friend ftated the account on 'the; ta-
ble from the Board of Ordnance to be a falfe and fallacious
L o o . - account,

/

The honourable gentleman over the way .

\
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account, and the honourable gentleman over the way faid,
¢ Do you accufe the noble Duke of peculation 3" He-defiet .
‘thehonourable gentleman to prove, that his honourable friend
‘hinted.at fuch a thing ;. if he had, no'man-would have hearid
‘him with more concern, nor, indeed, with more indignation

That there ‘fhould ‘be-much merit in- an-
fwering in four years what the noble Duke ‘had himfelf pro-
pofed to anfwer every year, (Mr. Fox faid) he could-not con-
‘eeive.  No man efteemed the noble Duke more thanhe did,
‘but he thought thehonourable gentléman’s praife-of-the noble
‘Duke far from judicious. Mr. Fox complained of the man-
ner in which the right honourable ‘gentleman had pleafed:to
‘take up his honourable friend, and -obferved that ‘it 'was not"

~-calculated to fhew the honourable gentleman’s confidence in

‘the goodnefs 6f the caufe which he had maintained, and.it
was clear that it-was not fatisfactory to thofe who heard him,
‘as he had been obliged to be ftopped by the higheft authority
“in'the Houfe.~ His honourable friend (Mr. Courtenay) was
fuperior to the obliquy which had ‘been endeavoured to:be
‘thrown upon him; ‘he was a-man of as much political inde-

pendence, of as fleady -and -as firm an-attachment to his = |4

riends, as ever exilted, and: of as good charafer as-an unimi-
‘peachable. life could fecure ‘to anyindividual whatfoevet;

-and‘he ~was-to-the full as refpectable as the'honourable -gen- .

tleman himfelf, who had chofen-to depart from ci\lfilit‘y and

spolitenels, and fo-to argue aread perfonam, that' hehad juftly

drawn down 'the correGtion of theChair againft him, -and
‘ftood checked in the-unwarrantable freedom: of his language.
Mr. -Chancellor Pitt congratulated - the “Speaker on the

-reftoration of :order-in-that "Houfe, -which had, in a -great

meafure, 'been owing :to -his ‘care -and -attention; but ‘he
“feared that-even under his aufpices, ‘they fhould not arrive at
a:perfect ftate of order, unlefs affifted'by: the authority-of the
sright honourable-gentleman, who, in a‘ftile, and:in-a lan-
tguage which could not but -make an impreflion -on-all-their
'minds, had'laid down the rule of order, by ftating, ‘that the
‘NMember who argues-a re ad perfonam is-diforderly. " Though
‘he-was glad- to hear-that fhort rule of order/from the right
"honourable gentleman, who'(as the Houfe well knew) never
-offended againft the rule,"he could-not aveid taking notice-6f
*the topic ‘which peculiatly ‘called ‘up the right honourable
‘The right honourable - gentleman-had‘faid that
‘he-would not reifon generally, whether the fortifications af-
“forded complete fecurity to-our Weft-India iflands ! “No -per-
«fon expected-that-the “fortifications conld -afford -our iflands
“complete {ecurity ; all-which was expé€ted from:them -was,
“that they ‘would provea competenit ‘fecurity againft -a'fur-
sprife. ~With regard to -the-expence and ‘the extent??’f -’i.:}ﬁe
. . ortifie

he appointment of a Committee. B o
- ei\’?xl‘).P%on anfwered, that he certainly flated that if they be~ Mr.: Fox.
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fortifications, - Adminiftratien certainly did 'n?; -knowf. :c;:)v;;
yately, but from the beft accounts of which t hl__ey we ldpn”'oc’
fefled, they could venture to pronounce that they wou el
exceed the fum ftated to Parliament two years ago; ;\d 3,
to the force and the expences, the Houfe ‘was .}ware Od" rem’
already, which was an an{wer to the firft mrirenceh ‘ml::?i ,
by the honourable gentleman on. the other fi T’ w 1? had
{sid, that the Houfe embarked in expence, w_xﬁomé ;‘d_qo -
ing its extent, and probable confequences. e did not

" think that the right honourable - gentleman reafoned with'

his ufual .clearnefs; when. he contended, that the works at.

‘ ‘ ‘ . 1 want of
Dominica, though of no ufe to us, fr«?m a cgfua , '
Bgcrzlinx:ctal;e jﬂ;\,;gd, rendered the ifland impregnable when in
‘ nds of the French. ; _ t flate
:‘;etl}:: r}o:t?ﬁcations, he could affure the Houfe that an.officer

" had been fent out with dire€tions from the Board of Ord-’

nance to fufpend all farther proceeding in them, if it thould

appear that the works were likely. to exceed the eftimate,

The honourable gentleman over the way had faid, < I call’

. -inauiry.: becaufe I think the Office gf Orc!n:}nce has‘_.

: able gentleman then replies, < If fo, you c’:a.hnot
‘fl;:,gggﬁf{{zzﬁy ignquiry.” That argument was plaufible; but

it was neither becoming thedignity of that Houfe, nor propef,

that it.fhould waft that time, which could be fo much better

iployed i ion %ual and important public bufi- -
employed in attention to.a&ua 1 impo public bufi--
‘ptefls),ngy entering into frivolous and unneceflary inquiries, -

or where there was not a firong cafe previoufly made out to

nducs ' inquiry pr ¢+ and on the
induce the Houfe to adopt the inquiry propofed; and o :
;)nri?ecrft g‘:ﬁ?ﬁbﬂ he did Pmt think that a cafe fufficiently

ftrong tq warrant an inquiry had been made qut, ‘The no-

uke a e Or ad laid down ge_r,x_eral", :

le Duke at the head of the Ordnance, ha . b

gr?mc'iples calculated to give perfpecuity ta the Q;dxxaqge ace -
; " This had been admitted on all ‘hands, ‘and it was -

counts. ds, 2
gquélly known, that before the noble Duke came into office,

the bufinefs of the Board had been conduéled in.a very un- .

Y 75

fatisfaGory manner. - With regard to what the honourable

gentleman had faid réﬁgeé;ting‘ the noble Duke’s conduét, in -

relation to the gunpowder, that wasa queftion not fo lmt;]cl:
of expence as expediency. It certainly was material tha

' o & with' nd have it
. Public fhould be ferved with' good powder, and have it

. tzexiupg:;er to combat againft combination and affift ;1tﬁ?l{f:.

The :grei!tv queftion relied on by the other fide, was the quef-

tion of the fortifications in the Weft Indies; which was in-

applicable to the motion ; and, therefore, ‘h,e fhould Qgpgf@

an to ere&t fortifications, and then from a principle of ¢eco-

" Vor. ARVIL 3 Q nomy

With regard to th<; prefent ﬁéte: '
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refted, the
Duke.had

artificers,
When an, a

_times atten
~ willing to
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his duty to his ¢

: withqut firft knowing the comparafive utility. . S
8ir Wm."  Sir William Yonge declared, that from perfonal knowledge .
Younge. he could affert that fortifications  were. abfolutely neceffary
- for the defence of the Weft-India iflands. . He fated the cafe.
of an endeavour in-the courfe of the laft -War to; recover. one -

had, with.a de
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| nomy ftopt fhort, and did not fend sut -an- adequate force.

~ to man them, they weakened inftead of giving ftrength ‘tq.
oft Indies; juft as if a perfon. were to buy piftols and.
blunderbuffes to’ guard his houfe, and had ne money tq pur-.
chafe gunpowder; a- robber. might break: in, and turn his
own weapons againft the owner of the houfe.. ~ The. whole.
- of the queftion depended on a comparifon of the expence.
with the utility, and he was fatisfied that he fhogld not do.
nititnents, if he put them to. the expence.

of our, iflands, which failed,. ‘without any impurtation on the -
officer, who had'fince died of his wounds. .. 0

R

Mr. — Mu. Sherudan expreffed his_concern that. he bad not beery:
i - Sheridane prefent;in the early part of the'debate, and then proceeding,

i queftion. on three iffues: firft,- that- the' noble:
declared that he. would fate. the accounts: yearly,
i - and-had not done fp’fxqr,'fou)r;yea;r;s;till;jcalléc’l{ upon tg produce: -
them;. next, that he.had putthe public-to an urineceflary. ex-.
pence; and, thirdly, that the eftimate on, the table: was falfe:

. and fallacious."” When :the, corps. of’ Royal: Engineers was:
propofed to be reduced,. the no le: Duke. flated his motive for -

- avoiding that reduion; and defired to. ufe:.the.men asmili-.
- tary, artificers. fThj_s:-thg?HQufc'.gr_an.ted;} and the:next year,..
* the noble:Duke averred the-mén were totally unfit to.a&-in. -

. that capacity; -and he.defired.to have a new cospsi formed of-.
- an . The: honourable, gentleman, -had; boafted . that. ,
ccount. was called for, the ‘Ordnance; Board- had. . -

. prefented one in a fhort time; ‘hut why: wasit not every. year:

Iaid on the ‘table, according to . the noble Duke’s- promife?..

After a -variety. of other obfervations, Mr, Sheridan. next -

, remarked, that the Chancellor. of thé Excbequer had coms-.

oo " menced. his {peech with a panegyric- on the, order:of that:-
Houfe.  He WaS‘geady to admit that the Speaker was:at:all

' -but:he was'not-
go fo far as to fay,: that under his: aufpices they -

might hope for a. reftoration.of -orders becaufe. he had fome
degree. of refpe&t for the memory: of, the Speaker’s predecef-. .
fors. "Asto his righg»_hompiﬁgble friend; - whom:the-Minifler. -

tive to the prefervation of order;

4 .

et

»

_ 1,1 g"ree_joﬁlillibefali_ty, {ingled outas-an indivi~..
L - dual inflance of- 2 Member prone to.go -ab 7¢.ad. perfonam; it
P W’}S~fcarcely,né.céifary-,‘tgm‘entioﬁ-ah acknowledged fa&; and -
Vo “affirm that there was no perfon: more free from perfonality.in -

T Tl
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~ The grﬁier of the day having been read for the Houfe t¢
_tefolve itfelf into a Committee of Ways and Means, the

Speaker left the chair, and Mr: Hobart having taken his
featat thetabl'e,k , R o '
M. Chancellor Pitt rofs, and begged leave to fubmit to

the Committee a plan of ways-and means to defray the ex-
vences of the laté armaiment, with the additional expence alfo

of an increafed number of {eamen voted for the fervice of the
enfuing year mors than were voted for the laft. M. Pict
A ’ ftated

T R TR
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ftated the expence to be provided for, incurred by the late

armament, as follows : -

For the navy ' - - - . = 1,505,000
== army - - - 64,000
e —= ordnance = -. .- - - 151,000
And for provifions to the Eaft and Weft Indies - 21,000
Making in the whole, ;ﬂreddy voted by the Com- _
- mittee of Supply - - - - 1,821,000
To which wasto be added, the vote of credit, ex- " :

pended - - - - 1,000,000
Making a total expence. for the armament, of 2,821,000

From this expenditure, however, 200,000l. might
be deduCted for naval ftores on hand, but this
he fhould avoid, wifhing to have every expen-

~diture, occafioned in any degree by the arma-
ment, ftated feparately, as he had pledged him-
felf that it fhould be, and feparately provided
for; it was upon this principle he thould in-
_clude the expence of the addition of fix thou-
fand feamen, which would be, at the ufual al-

lowance - :

- - - 312,000
Which; added to the other expence of - 2,821,000
‘Left to be provided for - - - - 3,133,9(_50

It was to.the important objet of a provifion for this fum
he had to call the attention of the Committee, who.were to
give adecifion on the beft means of defraying an expenditure
of fuch magnitude, over and above the amount of the ufual
exdenditure of the year: it was impoffible for him not to feel
that he was making an important propofition ; he was con-
{cious that he brought forward a very ferious propofition, and
he was perfuaded that no man confidered it to be a matter
of more regret than he did ; for, however highly he might
eftimate the fituation and circumftances of the country, he

- well knew that no means could be adopted to provide for an

expence of three millions, but what muft, for a time, oc-
cafion a heavy addition to the burdens of the people. What-

ever difference of opinion there might exift relative to the

incurring of this expence, yet there was-no man but muft
feel that when it had been incurrred, they muft have recourfe
to fome {peedy means of providing for itsdifcharge. " By this
condu&, they would manifeft to the world the readinefs of
that Houfe to provide for every national expence; and upon

Vor: XXVIII. - . ‘ R , thefe
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thefe grounds he was fute of receiving fupport even of thofe
who condemped the conduct of Adminiftration in regard to
Spain 3 and he was juftified, by the divifion of the Houfe the
preceding day, to-look for the fupport of a .majority, not
alone upon the ground of -the neceffity of providing for the
difcharge of the expence, but from a convi@ion that we had
not an option upon the {ubje& ; that the honour of the coun-
try had called upon us to arm ; and that the expence then to
be provided for, had been incurred in neceflary exertions to
maintain and vindicate that honour. There was al{o another
topic of confolation 3 by circumnftances arifing from the ex-
penditure, they had been enabled to convince the world of
their increafing ftrength and refources : thefe confiderations
ought to infpire and animate them in meeting with manlinefs
ahd boldnefs the neceffity of the cafe, and in bearing with
fortitude the increafe of the public burden. Mr. Pitt took'a
comparative view of the national fitnation at the clofe of the
laft war, and at the prefent time, when the circumftances of
the country were fingularly fortunate and flourifhing : they
knew, he faid, that the laft Parliament, though they found
the country depreffed, and apparently burdened beyond mea-

A, 1790,

ure, had fcund the means of laying the grounds of a gradual

redultion of the national debt, and had proceeded with fuc~
cefs in that-plan.  Thus, in feven years, they had reinftated
the credit of ‘the country, which now, from a perfeverance
in that fyftem, ftood as high as ever. The prefent Parlia-
ment had not the fame difficulties to.encounter ; for the
country was more equal to the burden. He would not take
up the time of gentlemen in ftating the rapid increafe of our
wealth, of our firength, and of our confequence ; for it was
known and acknowledged in every part of Europe. "They.
ought, therefore, to meet the prefent addifion of debt with

- great energy ; they ought not to be contented in merely find-
ing the means to defray the intereft; and Jeave the capitala

permanent” burden ; they were enabled to look farther, and
to prove to their conftituents, and to the world, that they
had not enly an increale of . power, but that they had the
means of maintaining that power, by a proportionate increafe
of refources. It was not only their immediate duty to pro-
vide for defraying the expence recently incurred, but to take
care to prevent their interfering with, or retarding that gréa’t
object, the payment of the national debt. With this view,
he fhould feel it incumbent on him to bring forward a plan
of ways and means, adapted to the occalion, and propofe
taxes, which, although they were the more heavy in pro-
portion as they were lefs permanent, would, in a thort period
of time, clear the whole of the debt. 'The firft refource he

fhould fuggeft to the Committee, was one which, if his pro--
o : pefition’
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pofition wereapproved, would raife no inconfiderable portion
of the fum wanted. . This refourcey, was the balance of the
iffues of public money. for particular purpofes, which had ac-
'cumulated from-unpaid dividends in the-hands of the Bank of
England. It was evident, that thofe who were employed as
mere agents, had no right whatever to hold a greater balance®
in their hands than might be {ufficient to anfwer every demand
-which could in all probability be made upon them. The
Bank ftood in the fituation of an agent to the Public, and for
‘their.agency they had a confiderable allowance, and were
not entitled to any indirect profit from a balance to be left in
their poffeffion, greater than was fufficient to meet the de-
mands which might be made upon them. This prineiple was
adopted in all the fubordinate offices under Government, and
the Bank confidered themfelves in the fame light ; there was
not; therefore, a pretence that the balance fhould be appro-
priated to their purpofes. On the cleareft principles of pru--

~ dence, of juftice, of good faith, and of economy, the Public

had a right to avail.themfelves of this balance, which arofe
from the public iffues ; thefe iffues he ftated to be eight mil-

~ lions per annum, in quarterly payments; and that the ba-

lance remaining from what was unpaid, was, in its prefent
flate, available to no one. His obje&t was to make it avail-
able to the Public, and to give the creditor equal fecurity,

- whenever a demand might be made, in the confolidated fund.
- He flated that, by the yearly accounts of the Bank, it ap-
“peared, that the balance of thefe' unpaid iffues had been uni-'

formly increafing from the year 172% to the making up of

“the laft accounts. Inthe year 1727, the balance was 43;000l,

—in 1774, ithad amounted to 292,000L.-—in 1775, it de-
creafed 80col. and was 284,000l —in 1786, it was -314,000l.
and on the sth of July, 1789, when the laft amount was
made up, it rofe.to 547,000l. .From this ftatement it muft
appear, that the growing increafe had overbalanced demands-
on arrears, the rational refult of which was, that there exifted
a confiderable floating balance more than {ufficient for curs
rent demands, and the difcharge of every prebable demand
for arrears.  The increafe had béen, from the year 1763,
with a fingle exception, invariable to the prefent time. Mr.
Pitt mentioned the readinefs of the Bank to communicate
every information, and read a letter from the Bank, fating

their cath accounts, made up to the rath of Oétober, by

which it appeared that the floating balance was at that time
660,000l.  There were no juft grounds to believe that this
would not continue to jncreafe. ‘The Public might, with
perfect fafety to the creditors, avail themfelves of this dead

" balance, fubjecting themfelves to all defnands, 1t was his

intention to propofe the taking, for public ufe, 500,000l
‘ ‘ . R : making
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making the confolidated fand anfwerable 3 160,000l would
then be left for the current fervice of the year, and for the
difcharge of every old arrear which might be demanded. The

fecurity for the whole would prove equal, as the confolidated

fand would be the fecurity, by which means, every creditor
would ftill be paid on demand, and the only difference be,
that the country would have the perpetual loan, without in-
tereft, of half a million, which otherwife would remain

wholly ufelefs. Mr. Pitt then flated the following prece-

dents, thetwo firft of which he confidered as analogous, and

the laft as a precedent in point. In the year 1726, by a fta-

tute of George the Firft, a fum provided for what was termed
the Bankers’ debt, was carried to the finking fund, which
was made anfwerable for all demands. In 1778, by the 18th

. of the prefent King, the dividends unclaimed, on what was

termed the produce of the two-fevenths,  was carried to the
-aggregate fund, which was made anfwerable; and by the

12th of George the Second, the Accountant General of the .

“Court of Chancery delivered to the finking fund the balance
in his hands, and the finking fund was made refponfible. His:
-next objeCt was to propofe fuch TEMPORARY TAXES, as

-might, in a fhort time, producea difcharge of the whole in -
-a fingle year; but he would endeavour to find the means to
«difcharge it in the firft year, independent of the intereft on ..
the whole fum, 8o0,000l. of the capital.. He was gonfident . -
‘that every Member in the Houfe would be equally defirous.
with him in fhewing fuch a proof of Britith refource. It =
was his intention to propofe the continyance of all the taxes

for the fecond year, and on the entrance into it, to difcharge

- -the intereft of the remainder of the capital, and an additional

-800,000l. "Thefum which he propofed to appropriate from
‘the balance of, the unpaid iflues of 500,000l and the two
spayments of 8ooy000f: would form a difcharge of more than

"half the capital iri‘thie:two firft years, after which part of the
“taxes miglit be taken off, and the- others left to difcharge the

‘remaining {Wo millions, which caild beeffeétedifi the two

“fubfequent years, making a complets extinétion of the capi-
- “alin four.years.” He was fure “,i‘;]iag/;th_e;‘cfjmﬁ!ittee would
“fee at once that thewdvantages refalting®from this.fcheme, .~ |
. : e - s 4 N R N e 3 f N B . . . %
~fif it’could ‘be. effe@ed, would “6vér-halance; comparatively,

ithe temporary. burdens .which would:in-cénfequence be fuf-

‘tained. Tt'was his intention to place the taxes which he
‘fhould prepofe upon a*few fubftantial articles, which would- + Ff
wender them' effetual and imipartial” The firft'tax which.he. ..

fhould propofe would be upon an artitle of general cofifump- . |

tion, ‘ué)on_ Sugar, which now paid a. duty’ ofi* 12si 4d. per
Trandre; weight, %o which he ﬂxould‘:'pi:obi?fg ‘4n ‘addition of
2% 8d. which Would 'mife 241,000l "Aad’ on. this article

he
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he conceived there could be no objgﬁion zi,géfinﬂ: a ‘tem,povz"arvj.:._;

tax; indeed there feemed to be a peculiar propriety in it, fince
had a war taken place, the rife on the article would have
been greater than the prefent tax would occafion it to be.
The fecond tax was on Spirits, which ke confidered as not
likely to be evaded, when laid on-for a fhort time, and in a.
flight degree. Britifh fpirits were now taxed, in the wath,

6d. per gallon ; brandy, gs. and rum, 4s. he propofed an ad- |

dition of one fixth, which would produce on

Home f{pirits = - 86000
Brandy - e = 84,000
~ Rum - - - 67,000
"Total on fpirits - "é4c§2¢66

The tax on Malt he propofed for the two laft years only , '

an additional duty of 3d. per bufhel, would produce 122,000l "

3

The next he propofed was a tax on Aflefled Taxés, excepting

the commutation and Jand taxes ; under this defcription came

the window, houfe, horfe, and all affefled taxes. He pro- -

pofed an addition of ten per centi, which would produce
100,000l." Mr. Pitt next propofed a double tax on Game-

keepers, and an additional one-third tax on Licencés. This

he took at 25000l * Here, be faid, he fhould end-with thofe

taxes which he propofed as' temporary; the tb;él'jjx-od_q'c'_e'of

which' he would fet in one view, by a recapitulation. .

- Britifh Spirits . - 86,000 .
‘Brandy ™ ¢ . L 8riooo T

“Rum ©o-ect o 0T gpco0 T

Malt: - = . L gp000 T

- Affefled Taxes~ = -~ .~ "L 100,000, o

- Game Licences -~ - © 7 Uppaeg T T
VU TTgaBc00 T

—

This, f‘he“obfe'r\'red,' was not a ‘qué.i‘ehi fum for ﬂ‘i"é:pﬁrp:bfeé. _
which he had - ftated, ‘but he had alfo to propofe to'the Cofir- *

mittee, a tax which would render it amply fufficient, and

mention, he Iritended’to’ propofe as 4 PERMANENT TAX.

Bills'of Exchange and Receipts were already taxed, but'it ..
was notorious “that great “frand was' practifed, and the tax
evaded ; every one muft admit, that there was gigat merit.in .-
 the principle of this tax, and therefore’it was his intentien to
render it more general and proportionaté; to find means to

: perveilt

i

leave arefidue’for other purpofes ; whit he was about now to .

R,



126 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1760,

ptevent evafion ; and;y by not making too many ftages, to

render the tax on receipts more progreflive from the fmaller
to the higher fums. His plan would go to the prevention of
the prefent frequent re-iffuing bills from different bankers,
which was a material injury to the tax on bills of exchange:
he would not, however, at prefent, enter upon the detail of
this fchemeé, as'its nicety and importance required more time
for difcuffion than it had yet received. He entertained the
~ moft fanguine hopes that the addition to the revenue, in con-
fequence of this project, would amount to more than 300,000l
per annum. He meant to giveé fufficient notice of the day

on which he would fubmit it to the confideration of the

Houfs for a feparate difcuffion : he believed, howéver, that
he thould not be confidered to take too' much upon this tax,

- by ftating fufficient to infure a total, with the taxes he had
before propofed, of the 800,000l. which he fet out with. the
the endeavour to procure. Having thus gone through the
ways and ineans which he conc¢ived the beft adapted to meet
the experice of the armament, he called upon the- zeal and
fortitude of the Committee to meet thém, and if, upon a
full coufideration, they fhould appear to them as they did to
him; he truited they would adopt them, though, fora thort
time, they might bear hard upon their conftituents. Should
the propofitions which he had offered, be agreed to by the
‘Héufe, and carried into effe@, the confolidated fund would
- gain an addition by the 5oo,000l from the bank, dnd the
8oc,000l. of the produce of the firft year, in the {fum of
1,300,000L., which fum he fhould move to be iffued-from it
for the fervice of the year 1791 ; and as a temporary refource

- for the remainder, he would propofe the iffuing of 1,800,000l.
in Exchequer bills, which iffuing he was given to underftand
would be attended with no inconvenience for the fhort time
during which they were to remain out. Not thinking he

had omitted the flatement of any thing material, he fubmit-

“ted what he had advanced, infull reliance on_ the decifion of
a Houfe of Commons reprefenting a people whofe fpirit was
equal to their refources. He concluded with moving,
¢« That the fum of 1,300,00cl. be granted from the confo-
“ lidated fund, for the fervice of the year 1791.”

As foon as Mr. Hobart read the motion,

SitCharles * Sir Charles ‘Bunbury begged to know which of the {ﬁ‘opofed_

© Bunbury. tixe were meant to be permanent, and which temporary?

Mr. Chancellor Pit¢ anfwered, that all the taxes which
he had opened to the Committee, were meant to be tempo-
rary ; the regulations on bills of exchange and receipts were
alone meant to be permanent. N

Me S, Mr.S. Thornton” (a Bank DireCtor) complained” that! the
Thorntan propofition to take 500,000l of the’ depofit at the Bank for
B —_— : ths

Mir. Pitt.
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