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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Reader is Cautioned
‘not to expe& any thlng
fy{’cematlcal in the fubﬁance or
ftyle of the followmg Remfirks.

They are fimply fuch as have
arifen in the courfe of a three
- years reﬁdence, and obfervatlon

in the Auftrian N etherlands, and
an extenfive practice fince in the
{uperintendance, and care of fe-
veral large eftates, in diffment
parts of England. Nothmg is
borrowed from books, or built

V-'upon hearfay«authouty ; what

little they contain is, chiefly a de-
A 2 {cription
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fcrif)tion of fuch pra&ical points
of Hu{bandry as may be adopted

in many parts of England to great

advantage. And as thefe Hints
are publithed from no motive of

intereft Whatever, but merely to
enable gentlemen of landed pro--

perty to be competent judges

- whether their eftates are properly

managed or not, it is hoped they
will meet with a cand1d and fa-

vourable receptlon.
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O ST of the pubhcauons uporx

~ Hufbandry, which the prefs hath -

lately teemed ‘with, feem to bc

read more for amufement than, proﬁt s
very few, if any, of thc fchemes recom«.

mendcd have been carried into gencral

practice ; which fhews * that agrxculture-
- is very little attended fo as a {cience,
The intelligent farmer will always know
and gather more from praice, and obe
fervation, than he can acquire fmm books
and ftudy. It is upon this principle that

E have avmdcd all theorctxcal rules ; For

et
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if we. confult only. the book- of. Nature,

and obferve her order, and the con-
fequences that refult from her prog-
noftics, we {hall derive infinite advan-
tage from her inftru&ions in all coun-
try—buﬁnefs, fince no voice is {o loud, or

. diftin& as her's. Every plant; and weed,
" chara&erizes the foil it _grows upon, and -
" tells us its quality and value. A thou-

fand animals and infects foretel us what

| Weather, what feafon%, we are to exp.,&
~and are therefore hlghly defervmg of our
attention. The late mgemous Mr. Stilling-

ﬂeef among othér pub 1cat1ons of great
motent, fa.voured the World with a re=-

“gifter of the' tlmes : of the budding, blof-

foming, and fohage of different ﬂowers,
{hrubs, and trees, in different years, un-
der the title of The Calendar of F/om,

and recommended it to all gardeners,

ffxrmﬂs, and planters, to confult thefe

appeamnces at all times, and to be galded |

more by them ip’ croppmo_ and treating

| _tI eir tand,” than by the - rem}hr retarn of

7 T the

{3’4]’

“t'he months and years. Many people
have obferved, that when ants wander

carelefly from the feat of their republic,
in the fpring of the year, a drought al-

“moft invariably enfues; but when they
daub and plaifter the fides of their habi-
tation, and confine themfelves nearer

home, a very dripping, wet fummer is

‘known to follow. - Swallows ﬂymg low,
foccaﬁoned by the weight of the atmo=

fphere preffing down their -prey, denote

{peedy rain. ~ In a drizzly morning, when
- the whole village is in doubt, whether it
~ will be a thorough wet day., or clear up

before noon, the fheep will often tell

them. Jf a continued rain be to enfue,

they generally feed, notwithftanding the

moifture, with great eagernefs; knowing

that they fhall have no better weather for -

that day, If they defift from eating, herd
together in detached Pa,rtxes, and creep un-
der the hedges, itis an indication that they
know the rain will be over foon. enough to

afford them time to fill their bellies, It iy
| Bz  needlefs

‘ .
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‘needlefs to enumerate the advantages, to
‘be denveﬂ ﬁom m'my more ‘of thcﬁ, in-.
 ftructive agents; I mention thefe few, in

order to infinuate, that thc‘ great ftudy
and fuccefs of agriculture, the moft ufe-
ful of all fciences, indeed the nurfe of
them gill,.- dépcnds upon a clofe inveftiga-

tion of nature; that the true fecret, or.

myftery, of afcertaining the value of land,

~and knowing what plants are fuitable, and

appofite, to particular foils, muft be ob-
tained by -confulting her * ; which re-
duces all our proﬁtable refearches upon
hufbandry merely to two points: Firft,

to find out, Whether our refpeé’cwe lands

are properly applied to the ufe for which

nature defigned them ? and next, Whe- -
~ ther we practife the beft methods of art

* Mr. Black of Latton, in Effex, on¢ of the beft
Judges of the nature, and value, of land, who practifes

as a furveyor, has firictly conformed- himfelf to this
Cidea s and the deferved reputatmn which he has ac-

quired, is the beft proof that can be given, of lns having
takgn a fure guide,

whi.ch

[ 51
which have been hither to ‘adopted? - In
making this enqulry, it will appear that
great abfurdities are frequently pxaé’clfed
in the mifapplication of crops, or inan

improper fucceflion of them ; 5 and it will-

be equally apparent ‘that the. beﬂ: me-
thods of art are far from center mo all in

one {pot. - Every county feems to abound

in excellencies, and defets: but as every
farmer thinks his very worft cuftom pre-
ferable to the beft, which another coﬁnty,

makes ufe of, there can be no hope of
{eeing the beft adopted, and brought into

general praltice, and the worft wholly

exploded, but by the intervention and

example of gentlemen of property; who

may perhaps be able, by time, and perfe-
verance, in a great meafure, to effe& fo
defirable an altemtlom Many, and vari-
ous, are the good, and bad, prattices I al-
lude to; and ’tis not the tafk of any one

‘man to feparate them; but many hints

from different people, if théy are ground-

- ed upon found experience, may, in time,
B 3 Sform.
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form complete fyftem of practical
hufbandry. According to this idea, X
have always conceived the Mufeun Rufti«

"¢, to be one of the moft ufeful modern

productions ; becaufe well-meaning men
have thrown in their refpe@ive mites of
mf’cruéhon, as far as their knowledgc €X-

“tended, without pretending to more.—.
Upon this plan, 1 thall venture to pub--.

lith a few thoughts, upon fuch matters as
have - particularly fallen under my own,
obfervation, e

INCITE=

[7;‘J

INCITEMENT TO THE STUDY OF
' AGRICULTURE. )

N\ ture is the moﬁ: ufeful fcience a
Oentleman can attain ; 5 it is the. noble{’c
amufement the mind can employ itfelf

in, and tends, at the fame. time, to the

increafe of puvate property, and pubhc

‘benefit. Nor is this:ftudy, fo n_ecgﬂ‘ary,
‘and ferviceable to mankind, attended with
~ much difficulty, or labour; but is: even

entertaining in the acquifition : for. its

chlef mﬁruéhons are to be found in the

pleafant and open fields, and not in the

confined library. To gentlemen whofe

property is realized in land, this object
is more particularly mlport"mt Indeed
to them it becomes a duty, which they
owe not only to themfelves, but to the
community ; as it behoves every man to

| B4 ~ make

Competent knowledge of Agucul- |
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inake the moft of his property, by every
laudable means ; and as the Public is likes

- wifs interefted in the produce of the earth,
~ which the landholder has greatly in his

power to increafe, or diminith, by good,
or bad management,

Gent]emen, who turn their thoughts
into thxs channel will never want ems

ployment, and may be aflfured of fi itting

’ dovvn from 'their labour Wlth the moft

éomfortable 1eﬂe&10ns knowmg that

their - ‘own private forttmes are ﬂoun{hmg,
at the fame time that the mechanic, and

labourer, receive advantage from their

éxertions; | |
But it has been vety common to men

of fortune, to aim at increafing their pro-

perty by purchafes, which havc, at beft,

paid them only three per cent,‘ while
they have negle@ed the moft obvious im-

provements, upon old branches of then

eftate, which would have paid them in a

much higher = proportion.  Inftead  of

~ter

‘running into this error, it would be bet- -

[ A e e T G e S e P L e s e P IR P I
L n b ’ s -

{9 ]
ter to conﬁder, what partmul r advantagcg
their eftates derive from nature, and fi-

‘tuation 7 and ‘whether - thofe advantacres
are made the moft of ? whether the beﬁ: ’
“modes of art are employed .in cultxvatmg

them ? and whether induftry accompames
the whole? "If there be any defed, the
remedy is often eafy, and the apphcau(m 1
all that will bv wantmg | '
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"APPLICATION OF SOIL TO ITS
| RIGHT USE.

k :Oflliﬁg‘ éanAbe .mo‘reiabvfurd than to

attempt raifing pa1t1cular Crops; -

wpon land where the foil is naturally ill
calculated for their produéhon. To find
out what corn, grafs, or plants, are moft
fuitable, and appofite, to the ground that

‘Is to be fown, or planted, is the niceft part

of a farmer’s bufinefs; and for want of
proper attention to this main obje&, ill
{uccefs, and failure, is frequently the con-
- {equence. For where an intelligent far-

mer would thrive, and grow rich, a blun-

dering, inconfiderate man will qulckly re-
duce himfelf to ruin. |
There are rich loams, and mixed {oils, of

various complexions, which are kind, and

~ favourable to the growth of moft branch'es_
of the vegetable kingdom. Here little fkill

18

[ ]

is required. The value of thefe will be

eahly found out, by growing on them what,
ever finds the readieft, and quickeft, way to
market. But there is a much greater num-

-ber of f{oils, whofe nature muft be, ftudied,

before any great advantage can be derived
from them ; and as they are. ﬁequently
blended together, and 1n- colour, and ap~
pearance, much alike, tho’ Very dxﬂ'crent |
in their quality, it is extremely difficult to

* defcribe them fufficiently in writing. Their

temper, as I have hinted in my introducs
tion, is beft found out by their own natural
'prOduce; by the famples of grafles, and
weeds, which are always to be found on the
borders, and fkirts of the fields, which al-
ways chara@erize them truly. ‘This makes
it eflentially neceflary, that every man
thould ftudy, at leaft, the nature of all na-
tural graffes, wild plants, and weeds, be-

- fore he can prefume to be a general judge -

of the quality, and value of land. |
Every day’s experience convinces me of
i“‘le importance of thlS ftudy, and the ad~-
Vantages‘
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vantages which agriculture would receive,

from farmers paying more attention than

they do, to plants which characerize the -

foil. 'The colour, or complexion, of
land, does not afford us fo much mfor-

- mation, as it’s {pontaneous produce.
It has been long remarked, that black;
“and white, thorns, where they grow vi-
goroudly, denote good land; and that -

malloes, and groundfel, are feldom found,
in a healthy ftate, but where land is natu-

‘rally rich, or artificially made fo. On the

contrary, birch, broom, and Jumper,

‘where they appear without invitation, in-

dicate poor land.—I may add, that yar-
row, and the. flrong black thifﬂg be-
fpeak good land, but moft other thiftles

are dumb as to. 1ts quahty ———-I may vens

ture . likewife to affert, that maiden hair
grafs, wild carrot, horfe mint, wild thyme,
birds-foot, trefoﬂ and fometimes  bui-

net, are figns of poor land.—Teafels, for-
rel, and- the tufted hair-gra{s, generally

grow en cold ftrong land, and the weed

“which

[ 13 ]

which farmers call woad-wick, ‘oh }neg../ '
le@ed pafture.—The crefted dog-tail, and

vernal grafs, are certain figns of found

land.” Wild tanfey, and arfe-fmart, are
| fymptoms of an occaﬁonally-wet foil 5

for they fpring up, after the water is off,
as it were to fay, that water. has ‘been
there in a confined flate, not to im prove,

but to injure it.—On the contrary, the

meadow fox-tail, and marth-bent grafles

follow water, to denote, that the water,

which had been there, "did good. ——

-Rufhes never exift but upon wet land;
-and where the {mall, black, fluted, rufh

is moft found, the land will beft aufwer

the expence of draining.—The bright, -
long, {mooth, pithy rufh, ufed by . chand- B

lers, is not {o certain a fign, that land
will anfwer 1mprovement by drammg»

Colts foot feldom appears but on {pringy |

land. Docks are of feveral forts—The
broad-leaved dock, or bur-dock, s’ ra-
ther a good indication—The water-dock,
which ‘is' brought "by' occafional floods,

P PN
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js, in general,. mute as to the nature of

Jand. —Thefe, and all fimilar appear-
ances, {hould, however, be confidered m
a general way, and weighed with inge-
nuity ; becaufe, after the beft diftinctions

that can be made, it will frequently

happen, that fome of the good indica-
tions will appear on bad land, and fome
of the bad figns on-good land 5 as even the
general rules of nature are not with-

‘out their excepticns, But this may be

depended upon, that in the former cafe,
the good fymptoms will appear languid,

and weak ; in the latter, the bad will
appear grofs, and ﬂoud by a due ob~
fervance of which difference, a pretty

juft idea may be formed, of the quality
of the land~—Dr. Hill takes notice, that
common ragwort ¢ is a weed too fre-

. quent in our paﬁures 3 covermg a gicat

“ deal of gmund to ill purpofe, as no
¢ cattle touch it.” Horfes, and cows,
indeed refufe it ; but I have taken notice,
£hat ihc:cp are rather fond of it; and

ﬁf:ldom
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feldom leave any part of it, where they

~are much kept. Hence I infer, that the

beft, and the cheapeft way ta weaken, and

: keep this weed under, is to feed fuch

paftures, as are apt to produce it, more
with fheep, than with other forts of

cattle ;—at leaft it muft be quite proper

to graze fuch land occafionally with
theep. Where fheep cannot be kept,

this weed fhould be drawn out of the
‘ground, at any expence; as it is a mere
incumbrance before horfes, and cows,
- and has, befides, a very flovenly appear=
ance.—It is thus defcribed ; “ The leaves

‘¢ feem cut, or rather gnawn, to rags ;—=

4¢ the fltalk is' two feet high, firm, up-
< right, and of a coarfe green, often
% ftained with brown, or ‘red;  the

“ leaves of a dark, coarfe green, and
¢ {mooth, and of an unpleafant fmell ;-—
« the flowers numerous, and. yellow, and
¢ blow in June, July, and Auguft.”

" The convolvulus, or bind-weed, which

is very deﬁ:ruéhvc to com, by twﬂ"cmw

ma]f
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fﬁfelf round the rf"cems',, taking from ity

soutithment, and pulling it down | after
rain, is feldom got rid of by ploughing ;
becaufe it firikes it’s roots fo deep (fome
fay ten, or twelve, feet) that .’there -'is
nothing can reach it {o as to extirpate ‘1.t‘.r
«~This is a very pernicious weed, as it
often caiifes a deduction in the crop, equal
to the value of its tythe. Hoeing, and
téhe'Bife' of theep, are the beft remedies
'inga.‘inf"cf this grievance, as both t@n@ .tq
weaken, and check it. |

Upon fandy, and fome other "-li’ght,v

fand, there is a fmall, weak Weed,‘ with
little round -pods at the points, which

~contain the feed, which is about the fize

of 4 vetch:—it runs in knots, about an
inch apart; the flem, at bottom, is not
,‘Bi‘gget ‘than a {mall ftraw, and, from al-

moft every joint, it acquires an ‘additional

Branch; grows about a foot high, and
hasa yellowifh-green caft.—Ido not kno‘x.v
¢he Botanical name for this weed, but it
is called by farmers pick-purfe~—it is

- [z
in exhaufting weed, and very commoti
where this fort of land has not beeri
chalked, or marled ; but when this jmu
jjijovement‘ is made; it feldom troubles the
\far'mer'aftéi‘Wards‘; ' -

If all the ¢omimon plants weie exa
mined in this manner, as far as they are
deferiptive of the quality, and condition, of
land, muck real advantage might be derived

- to fociety 3 and T fhall think myfelf par-

ticularly happy, if this hint thould ehcou=
rage any ingenious perfon, to carry it far<
ther‘t'han my time, or ability, will enable
me.~—~Thefe few bbferVatiohs; ate meant
only to fhew the nature of the plan, I with to
fee adoPted ; and they (with a verfy few ex~-
ceptions) may be depended upon, or I fhould .
have been cautious of offering them to the
Public. SRR B
Some foils afe, IflbWeVér, {0 difinét in
their nature, as to be eafily defcribed. =
I'ihall firft mention blue clays, and cos
hefive loams, which are by nature evidently
defigned for grafs ; and if well laid down;
o G and
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and properly managéd, are generally found
to be fome of our moft valuable paftures.

The re:l and black, clays, if they be not
too’ tenacwus, are m gene1al well calcu-
lated for wheat, oats, and beans, but re-
quire good culture. If their depth be con-
ﬁderablc, oak likewife ﬂourlfhes well upon,
them, wh1ch is alfo found to be of the bef’c

quallty

hufbandry, barley, and artificial graﬁes.

Thin-fkinned, chalky, land is clearly

adapted to the growth of beech ; which
thrives prodlglouﬂy, thn nothmg elfe will
grow upon it. But tho this bea faé’c be-
yond contr adléhon, many extenﬁve tra&s of
}ngh land remain naked, and unproﬁtable,
would become
ufeful, ani highly ornamental

Chalk, of  greater depth, is good for
- 5t. Foin; {as, W_ell as fome Afc_)‘r‘ts _.of; gravelly-
land | ‘

Woodcoc&-—fml gmerally conﬁfls of yel-s
: low,

| Sandv, of all kmds, and hght foils, of
every degree, are calculated for.the turnip~

R T l
low, or wlnte, clay, VVlth a mlxture of
gravel, is fuldom frmtful and, beﬁdes it’s

:&anmng in néed of drammg, 18 Very un- -
kind, and difficult to work 3 and therefore

better devoted to pai’curc.é .
All land; of every kind; wlnch 1S fo difs

| pofed, in ﬁtuatxon, as to admit of ﬂoodmg,

~either by r1Vers, b1ool<s, roads, or Yards;
thould be turned into meadow- gmund
_ Boggy lands, which lie low; and cannot
‘be drained eﬁ'e&ually, without béing feari
Ked, thould be planted with black poplai“,
alder, and thhe. Little angles, and odd
hooks, near runnmo rivers, thould be tumed
i3‘mto ozier-beds; or planted with Whlie popa |
ars

_Batren; heathy lands thay be proﬁta‘bly
planted with Scotch ﬁrs, and wild cherry-
trees.

Afh; one of it moft ufefal, and profitaa

| Tole trees; which - has | every farmer for its

\enemy, becaufe it obftructs his plough,and
is noxious to other woods; as well as corn,

Ehculd be planted in anglesg and by=places.

€3 . Elm,



L 20 ] .. L2 7
Elm, as it grows erect, and oak, as it re- i | .
ceives its principal nourifhment from a tap-
root, will do beft in hedge-rows. But more
of this unde1 the ar tlcle of TIMBER«

DRAINING.

. Raining is the firfk improvement
‘which wet lands can receive; for
til the land be laid dry, ‘tis in vain to
“beftow any kind of manure upon it; be-
caufe it foon wathes away, and the ruth
‘takes poﬂ'eﬁion of it entu'ely In ploughed'
land, where the foil is naturally wet, dif-
férent remedies have been attempted. ' In
the famous vale of Ewvefbam, in Worccf |
.terjbzre, the land is ‘thrown into ridges,
from ten to thirty yards wide, and raifed
in the middle, to an elevation’ of, at leaft,

a yard above the level, which is attendedl
with great lofs, and inconvenience. The
furrows very often contain . Watcr' ‘three’
yards wide. 'The headlands are thrown':‘
up in the fame manner, Wthh dams up

the water in the. furrows, fo that it can< -

R : not get oﬁ" but rots the feed, and def’croys
BRAINING, . | €3 the

- - el S e o o L e
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the crop When the feafon is remarkably

dry, another difadv ntage refults from this

awkwatd method.” The tops of the rldges,'
if the foil partal;e at all of gravel, are fure

to burn. Both’ whxch d1fadvantages are
Brought on, by the extreme the occuplers

of thofe Iands have run mto, of mcreaﬁng

\the eonvemty of the ndge from time to_’
time. Beﬁdes the real lofs they fuf’cam, it
;muﬂ' be a great mconvemenee, to occupy_
]and m this manner, which nothmg but
‘ufe can reconale. T hls, of all methode
of drai 1nmg, may fafely be called the Worﬁt ' |
,and it 1s to be lamented that no othe1 canm
now be’ fuggeﬂed in this, or any ﬁmﬂart
‘eafe, ﬁnce it would not anfwer, by any; "
means, to throw the ground mto any other‘
form, ag the labour would be lmmenfe and.
the manure, Whlch has been lald upon it
for centunes back muﬂ: in thc.t cale be
buried, and'a pooxer foil brought upon the
furface. I!; 1s therefore to be W1fhed that._"
po ﬁmxlar praéhce may be mtroduced uponlc

a hke fml m any part of England

Another:

AL e T
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Anoth er mode of' draining ploughed land
is, by throwing it into very fmall ridges of
two, fometimes four, or fix furrows only;

“and prowded the ground be ploughed in

fuch a manner, as to give the furrows a free

difcharge, this is by no means a bad prac-

tice 3 becaufe it takes off all furface water,
and the land is not more difficult to oceupy,.

~and may be thrown again into any other

form at pleafure.
But the moft eﬁ-’e&ual way of draining

ploughed ground, is that practifed in Ef-

fex ; where the farmiers have the merit
of laying land, which is naturally full of

- {prings, entnely dry; and of . obtﬁmmg_

great crops where no corn would other-
wife vegetate. The common way is, to
have a principal drain, fix or feven inches
deeper than the ordinary drains, for the

latter to empty themfelves into. There

18 no general rule, with refpe& to the
proportion of ground which thefe mafter-

- drains will ferve. Sometimes one is {uf-

>ﬁment for ten, acres ; 5 but in this cafe the
| C‘g,"' ~ land.
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fand muft lay all one Way, and the foil mufk

“be tenacious in its nature. When the de-
{cent lics different ways, there muft be a

principal drain to every flope.  But where |

there is a good Vdif_chai'ge.jnt(_) a di-tch',
yhich has likewife a good outfall, many
peonle prefer it to a mafter-drain, becaufe

‘any obftruions which may happen, are

amore eafily remedied; for When a ﬁnglc

“drain is choaked up, the place is eaﬁly found

out 3 but when many drains are conneéed
‘together, it is often difficult to find out the
defe@, And fometimes the burrowing of
a mole will occaﬁon a ﬁzoppage.

The method of opening the prmcnpal‘

drains is, to p]ough four furrows, throw-
ing two each w.a_y, the two infide furrows
being ploughed deeper than the others,
After the plough, the earth is funk a fpit
deep with a common fpade, and afterwards

another f{pit with a land-ditching-{pade, =

calied a griping-fpade. Laft of all a {fcoop
§s made ufe of; to rake out all the loofe earth,
Tlus dr ain when completed is about two

feeg
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feet dcep “"The common drains are begun,

,and finithed, like the principal drains ; but

the {pit with the common fpade is omit-

ted; and therefore they are not above,_
"elghteen inches deep, two and a half wide
'at bottom, and three and a half at the top
f of the'grip.- In this proportion, the nar-

rower they are, the better. The drain is
filled up as high as the top of the fpade-

‘ Wo1k, with brufth-wood at the bottom,

and a piece of wood, as big as a man’s

leg, on the top; a little ftraw is fhaken

over that, and the remainder of the drain
is filled up with earth. The greater the

proportion of wood, and the harder the
garth is prefled in, the longer will be the

duration of the work. The wood muft
be.fuch as ‘runs‘pretty free in its branches.
Elm, alder, and fallows are as good asany.

1t is rather difficult, to make an exa&
eftimate of the expence, becaufe the price

“varies, in the county of Eflex itfelf| from

one penny to three pence per pole, in the
yorkman(hip only ; and {ome land requires
- the
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(;hé drainsto be nearer tbgether than others;
but fuppofing the drains to be a pole in

width from each other, which is the com-
mon: diftance, the following calculation,
upon an average, will be pretty exall for

an acu: :
) i Ls d
Sinking the ditch to obtain an outfall . o 7 6
Drawing the furrows - . -~ 0 26

160 poles of digging and ﬁllmg up,at2d. 3 68§
Wood, eftimated at a faggot of twelve \
. feet long to a pole, carrnge included }
at 44. per. faggot - - -
Half a load of ftraw, and carriag‘e - -0 70
Lxtra-digging, in the ends, where the 4.
- plough will riot reach - - } ° 16

213 4

£4.186

ThlS 1rnp1ovement varies according to the
Hoil. Upon an abfolute fand it will 1ndeed‘
barely anfwer, Upon a gravel, which is
the foil where {pri ings moft abound, or upon.
a mixture of léam and gravel, it will laft
from five to twelve years. Upon a clay,
or fHiff cohefive foil, it will laft twenty.

1 o - i But

[ o7}

Bat even in the former cafe, it is appareni:,

that it W111 anfwer the expence, as it is
done in general by the rack-tenants in that

county, and very frequently by tenants at

will.

"This kmd of drammg, where it can be
pra&xfed 1s the neateft and beft; but it
would be certamly an improvement, if the
depth of the drains were varied, according

to the bed of the fprmgs. One univerfal

prmmp‘e, in this mode of draining, muft be
attended to; which i is, to geta good outfall,
or dlfcharge, and to draw all the drains obw~
hquely, acrofs the defcent of the ground,

not rxght down with, nor right acrofs the
‘ fall The advantage is obvious; for if a

fPrxng mfes in any part of the ground, it

cannot, in t‘hlS cafe, have far to run, before

it finds the means of gatting off'; but if the
drams were drawn right down with the de-
fcent it mlght ooze down, parallel with
the drain, fQL a furlong in length before it
would get ‘into it, though it were only at

thc dlﬁancc of ten yar rds from it. And on

the

e et e e = 1 = e i A Ao A e oan e o oo o



28 1

the other hand, if the drains were drawii‘
acrofs the defcent, upon right angles, and a

dead level, they would of courfe remain

full, for want of a free difcharge, and not

have their proper effect. A little fall muft
be allowed;; but the lefs the fall, the greater
will be the duration; as the drains will not
fo foon choak up, by the wathing in of
the foil. This method of draining feems
to be the mott excellent up'o’infpriﬁgy land.

I fubjoin a fketch of the ufual ‘way of

opening thefe drains, marked N°, 1.

. There is a method of covered-drain-'
ing, with flones, pracifed in fome parts
of Somerfetfhire, and - Wilt/bire, which is

very expenfive compared with that in Ef~
Jéx, but then its duration is much longer ;

for when it is well executed, the farmers

think it completed for ever. I.ord Wey-

moutlh’s extenfive park, at Longleat, has
been drained in this manner, at an' im--
menfe expence, ftones' being very {carce

ear him. The expence of thefe drains, in

workmanthip, is from fix pence to feven
| | ‘pence
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pence a pole ; in Effex it fcarce bears half
that price. I fhould prefer either of thefe

methods according to the eafe with Wthh |

the materials are obtained. _
‘There ‘is ftill another fort of cove1ed

draining, which may be adopted in a very

{tiff, tenacious foil, It is called turf-
drammg, and, befides that it is the cheapeﬁ
of all, I believe. it to be as lafting as any,
if the land be fufficiently cohefive: But
upon a loofe, crumbling foil it is im-
practicable. This draining 1 is of two kinds
in- the one, the mverted turf is put uponi

‘a fhoulder, as defcribed N°. 2, leaving

a hollow part under it, and the remain-
der of the drain is filled up, merely with

_ the earth that came out of it. The other
method is, to cut out a wedge, in the
form of a Roman figure of Five, de-
fcmbed N°. 3, and, when it is taken out,

to cut off about fix, or eight, inches of
the bottom part of the ‘wedge, and to

put the remainder into the fame place |
-~ again. I bcheve, 1f a feW rufhes were put

round

T

et 3 Sy,
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round the bottom of this wedge, fo as to
keep the lower part from dropping, and
the ends of the ruthes were drawn up-
wards, between the fides of the drain and
the Wed\gb, it would be an im provement to
~this laft method. Where either of thefe

- methods are made ufe of, care muft be
taken, to keep off all cattle till the drams |

have had time to fettle.

But open drains are to be preferred to
the Effex, or any other mode of covered f
drainiwg, in all mar(h and boggy land, and

in fandy foils, where the hollow: drains aré
more liable to be choaked ; and in meax
dows, where they ferve for fences, as well
as laying the land dry: but here the fameé
rule fhould be: obferved; to fink ‘them, as
much as poflible; in the be fore—mentmned
oblique dire&ions.

In flat countries; {uich as Nor/olt; and
Suffalk; thete is a fort of bad meadows
land, which. fkirts: the river, in 4 fiarrow
form, and. generally lies extremely  wet;
frem the fprings whmh iffue out upon it;

from
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from the higher ground, on each fide. "In

this cafe, open drains fhould be funk, pa-
ralle] with the river, on each fide, between
the up, and the low-land, juft at the top

of the places where rufhes frequently thew -

themfelves. Thefe drains thould be funk
fufficiently deep, to catch all the {prings,

~ which the high grounds produce ; and may

be deeper, or (hallower, as the {prings lie.
When thefe drainsare charged to a certain
height, they fhould be eafed by a {maller

drain; which may be cut, occafionally, right -
" down with the defcent ;'and communicate,
as an outfall, with the river, according to

the fketch annexed, N°. 4. But it muft be
obferved, that this laft method of draining

is merely contrived to guard the mea-

dow land from the dripping of the higher

ground as it is feldom wet in itfelf ; and
this practice is. by much the chcapeﬁa and

moﬁ: effectual,

NATURAL
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NATURAL GRASSES CONSIDEREDo R E
‘R. Sz‘z//mgﬂeei in his Obfervatlon.,_ o l
upon Grafles, has defcribed a few R

of the beft forts fo clearly, that any pe1foq, - o | | o I f S , )
who directs his attention to this ufeful 5 | o k o |
ftudy, may eafily diftinguith them.
Annual meadow-grafs is one of the mofk
valuable : for though it does not run fo
long in the ftem, as fome other grafles, it
produces a vaft deal of blade of a fweet and
nourithing quality ; and is moft to be de-
fired, of all grafles, upon land that is chiefly
ufed for pafture. “Indeed upon this fort of
land it moftly thews: 1tfelf Mr. Stilling-
jleez‘ took notice, that a great deal of this
grafs appeared, ona much ﬁequented walk,
on Malvern-Hill, tho’ he could not.find .
any of it, upon any other parts of the hill.
This remark of his led me to ftudy the par=
ticular nature of this grafs, more than I .
Ihould otherwife have done. And I am of
. opmlon,
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bplmon, that almof’c all land is zmpxeera

Q;‘ + ‘natcd with it’s feed and will of courfe’ ‘pro=
%} é‘ N . duce it, vthough not in equal quantltles. 50
&

that it does not feem neceffary to {ow it i
- 1 but merely to encourage it’s growth When
_the furface hes hollow, cher gmﬂ“es, of a
~coarfer nature, and pofTe{Ted of deepel roots,,
get the better of it; and are apt to fiifle it.
But When the fame land becomes trodden,
lthls grafs unmechately thews itfelf; and, 1f
the preffure be frequently repeated it very
foon gets the advantage over moft others,
-as may be feen at the entrance;, and outﬁdes,
of moft ﬁelds, Where the feet of cattle give
it, as it were; a new blrth So that as pref—-,
fure alone does the buﬁnefs, 1t feems a great

N3,

_ ‘ rye 99 ‘
Shetch V4.

arg crument in favour of feafonable ro’hng,,-
,Wmch is mdlf_putably a very ﬁne 1mpzove-.~

| cularly upon light dry land. By this im>
provement the moifture is more preferved

and the earth, bemg preﬂed clofe to the
zoots of the grafs, preferves it from bum«
ing. Thofe Who are againft rollm g affert,

D that
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that the quantity is leflened. In hay, I be=
lieve, it may fometimes be the cafe; be-
caufe rolling, which fines the furface, and
thickens the fet of annual meadow-grafs,
checks, and weakens, the long fpungy

grafles, which frequently compofe the bulk -
of the crop. But then the quality of t‘h"er' '
“hay, after rolling, will be fo fuperior to
what it would be without it, that two tons

will be as good as three; and if the land be
grazed afterwards, the advantage wﬂl be
ftill greater. | .
Some of the next beft gra{Tes are; the
€7 /Zed dog-tail, the vernal, the fheep’s
Jefeque, and the fine bent ; which are all in-
dications of found land. And the obferva-
tion which is frequently made, that moft
common tliings are the beft, is particularly
verified in thefe grafles ; for they vifitus, in

greater proportion than moft othc—:is, and

~are equally excellent in hay, as in the
green blade, which is of 2 ﬁne nature.
.. They are partlculaﬁlf wholef ome for all
kinds of cattle; and provided we attend to
o | ~ them

f25]

them pxopcrly, ate much to be improveds
N othmg is better for thefe grafles than the
:fedlment of ponds 3 or, next to this; a gex
nerous. compoﬁ: madé of three parts of
good, frefth, maiden earth, or the fﬁouung

of ditches; and (if the foil be a clay; or fti ff

in its natute) the fourth part Chal&, or
lime. Butifit be a fandy, or a hght foil,
two pa1 ts of mdiden earth, one other part
clay, and a fourth part rotten dung; will be

beft. This compoft, well miked; fhould be
Jaid on before Lady-Day; be well worked

into the ground with bufh-harlows, and

'repeated at leaft every fifth year; which

Wwill ot only be 2 very hxgh improvement
to thefe graffes, but be the means of pro«
ducing a gieat deal of white clover.

The flote fefeque; or marfb bent, another

moft valuable grafs; is found in moift lands;
is to be improved beyond all others, and at
a lefs expenceé, merely by flooding ; which
I fhall endeavour to fhew hereafter.

- Mr. Stilling fleet was very earneft, in ad-

¥ifing hufbandmen to gather; and fow, fome
D2 - of
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-of the beft of thefe feeds in their gloumi

inftead of filling it with the ftale rubb;fh
which they generally make ufe of.  Great

-advantage might certainly be made of this

hint, particularly when land is laid down

for meadow, or. pa:(’cure. In this cafe, the
‘beft maﬁ"f-'s cannot be. bohe&ed at too great
‘an expence ; for I have feen a fmall {pot of

land, in the middle of a large picece, which
was laid down, twelve or fourteen years

fince, by Mr. S#illingfleet, upon the eftate

of Mr. Price, of Foxley in Herefordfbire,

‘with fome choice feeds, at the fame time

when the remainder of the field was laid

down with common feeds; and this {pot
“is confiderably better than the rcfl.‘ | It not
- only appeared fo to my judgement; but
~ was allowed to be fo by Mr. Price’s bai-
1iff, who was well acquainted with its pr_o-‘. |

duce.

From M. Sz‘z//z;zg feet’s exbenment and
oy own obfervations, I am clearly of opi-
nion, that dny perfori who has ieizid, cal-

- evlated for grafs, may improve it, by this
method

[ 7 1 |
method of laying it down, to a much greater
degree than he can in the ufual way. But

as he may be at ‘a lofs fometimes, to dif~

tinguith the graffes, and may not, at firft,

know which fuit his foil beft, I advife hlm"

to proceed in the followmg manner, viz.

Let him clean a piece of land effettually,
and fow different natural g’raffes, upon dif-
ferent ridges of the fame piece. Letothers,

‘mixed, be fown upon other ridges. Give

every fort the fame attention, but, at the

~fame time, let each have variety of ma-

nagement ; which may eafily be done, by
fetting two or three lines of hurdles acrofs
the ridges. One part of the whole may be
fed, another part may be mowed, another
part may be manured with different forts

of manure. By this means, in two or

three years, the nature of ever y grafs will
be found out; and an intelligent farmer
will foon know which to prefer for mea-
dow, which for pafture, and which to re-
ject

D 3 The
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The next beft method of gettmw cleany
feed is, to hurdle oﬁ?' clean fpots of {heepw
downs, which have been fed quite bare.

‘This, tho’ feldom practifed, is a good Wﬁ.}lf

of coming at clean mtmal fccds.

C ARTIFICIAL

[ 39 1

" ARTIFICIAL GRASSES CONSIDERED,
S;.‘Foz'fz! B

HOUGH 5t F0m be not fe gene= .
rally underftood, nor {o umverfally
c.ultwated, as fome other artificial grafles, I
fhall venture to give it the preference to
all others, not only for its hay, which ex--
ceeds in gobdnefs every other fort, but for
the advantage of the after-grafs ; which is
particularly g sood, between Michaelmasand
Chriftmas, when the natural grafles begin
to decline, Nor is it lefs valuable on ac-
count of its duration, by which it fpp.phcs‘, ,
in a great meafure, the place of meadow,
and pafture, in hilly countries, where there
is a deficiency of fuch herbage, or on foil
where it cannot be obtained. It is trulya
moft ufeful and valuable grafs, and cannot
“be too highly eftcemed. In fome parts of’
D 4 Hampfbire,
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?Ztl/ﬂp/bzre, Wilt /]azre, and “Berkfbire, there
are confiderable traé‘ts of land, fown wlth
St. Fo oin, which now let from twenty to
ﬂluty fhillings an acre, _Wh1c11 would not
Bc—: worth above half that rent, in corn, or

: :m any ‘other modc of hu{bandry

The land plopel for this grafs i is, Chalk
gravel, or- alinoft any mixed mould pro-a
vided it be not wet, and that it hasa rocky,
01 hard, bottom, to check the root, at about
a foot, or fifteen inches, dcpth otherwxfe it
‘Wlll fpend itfelf below the furfacee Thls

vtherefore may be conﬁdered as a general

rule——that S¢. Foin thould never be planted
where there is a great depth of foil.

 The ground cannot be made too clean,
before it be fown; fo that it generally

fucceeds beft after turnips ; and, as well as

:mofc other graﬁes, is better fown with about
1a1f the quantity of barley, which is ufually
fown for a full crop, than by itfelf. For
the barle; will fhade, and kee ep it moift,
duzmg i‘ho Grft fummer, and, at the fime
élme, not mjule 1;, as the cxop ‘will be

lighter

.-_n:* )
iy
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lighter than ordinary.  About four buthels
- of St. Foin-féed is enough to an acre ; and

as the feed is large and coarfe, it ought to

‘be completely burled and therefore ’tis
A bei’c to plough it in'with a very fhallow

fulrow The firft autumn it ought not to
l)c fed at all. Every fucceeding fummer it
may be mowed fora crop; and the fecond

autumn it may be fed, with any cattle,

cxcept theep, till Chul’cmas, but not clofe.

-Every autumn afterwards it ‘may be fed
with {heep, as well as other cattle, and'
may be fed as clofe as thev can blte, pro-
vided it bc laid up by the middle of ja»- |

nuary

" The fecond winter aﬁer fowmg, it ﬂlould
be manurcd with peat afhes, if they Can be
had at any reafonable rate; otherwife, with

| any other’ afhes, which are the beft manure -
' for this grafs. And if this dreﬁing can be

repeated every third year, the Sz, Foin, if it

happen to take good root, will laft fixteen,

or exghteen, years; and ‘when the land is

lorokcn up again, it will be confiderably
1myrovod \
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i*niproved by the roots, which the ground

will be full of. - It does not attain its per-

fe@ion till about the third year; and about
the tenth it will begin to decline, unlefs E

greatly aﬁiﬁzed by manure,

Clover.

Clover may be efteemed, from its excel=
Ient quality, great pr oduce, and mehoratmg
root, which is a great improver of land, the

fecond ar tlﬁcml grafs in point of value. It _

is now in fuch general ufe, that it feems

almoft needlefs to defcnbe the manner of |

cultwatmo it; therefore it W111 be fufﬁcxent

- to obferve, that the beﬁ way is to fow it

on clean land, with a full crop, of barley,
after turnips, at the rate of twelve pounds
to an acre, 'The duration of this grafs is,

‘however, very fhort, except on frefh land ;

which points out the neceflity of keepmg
off its fuccefﬁon, longer than the common,
cuftom, by mtermlxmg with it as great a,

’--vanety of other cwps, as may be fuitable.

If
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If it had not been for this defet, I thould

have been mchned to have given it the
prefemnce, even to St. Foin. But on land.

where it has. been often repeated, it feldom -

will continue above two years; and, very
often, not above one ; and though manure

will increafe its crop, it will not prolong.

its ftay. 'This grafs evidently grows kindeft
after turnips; and any foil which will bear
them, is fuitable for it.’ The ufual way is,
to mow it in june, and make it into hay.

Two tons upon an acre may be reckoned a
medium-crop. As its ciuality is nourifh-
ing, it is partieulaﬂy good for all draft
' hor'fes,\oﬁ{en, fatting, and milch cattle ; but

not {o much refpec?ced for faddle-horfes.
Sometlmes it is mowed a fecond time, late

in the month of Auguft; but the hay of

this fecond crop is lefs in quantity, and of

an inferior quality to the former; and -
“therefore, if the farmer be not in any great

want of hay, he will do well to: feed it, 1n-

. ﬁzead of mowing it a fecond time.

When 1t 1s faved for feed the cuﬁom is,
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to feed it down clofe until the latter end of

May, and no longer ; which early feed is a
vaft advantage for ewes, lambs, and other

cattle, as it comes in before the natural
'graﬁ"es. | | |

Thefe are the common advantages de-
rived from this grafs ; but a much greater

‘benefit may be obtained, by cutting it
| green; as often as it attams a f{ufficient -
‘growth, and Caurymg it into Pcables, and
vards, to be caten, by different cattle, out

of racks and cribs. In this manner, it will
certainly fupport more than twice the {tock
it would do if fed off upon the ‘ground,

where it grew ; befides the additional quan-
tity of manure that will, by this method, be
made in the faid ftables, and yards, if the
{fame are Lept littered with any fort of
{traw, or ‘even rufhes, or fern ; Wthh in-

creafe of manure will fully compenfate the’

farmer for his expence, in cutting, and

~bringing the clover into the yards. Ihave

known this method ufed, in many parts of

“England, to very great advantage; and I

apprehend

3
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apprehend the great difference may be; ac-
counted for as follows. The quick gxowth
of this grafs, after mbwmsw, fhades the
ground and preventq the fun from exhal«.
ing the moifture of the land, fo much as it
would. if fed bare ; confequently it conti~
nues to {pring with' more vigor ; and ‘the
moment one crop is off, another begins to
thoot up.’ ‘Whereas when cattle feed it,
they frequently deftroy almoft as much as
they eat; and, befides, bruife the necks of
the roots with their feet, which prevents
the* clover from fpringing, {o freely as 1t‘

_ does after a clean cut by the fcythe.
hot weather, which is the common feafon

for feedmg clover, the flies too are generally

" {o troublefome to the cattle, that they are

contmually runmng from- hedae to- hedge,
to bruth them off ; by which it is incon-

‘ceivable what injury they do to the crop. -

But when they are fed in ftables, and yards, |
they are more in the fhade; they thrive

~ better ; and, at the fame time, confume the

wholc.of what is given them without wafte.
 As
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As it isalmofta general practice, to fosi

wheat after clover, and eﬁ‘entlally neceflary

to manure for it, unlefs the clover has been
manured the preceding year, it is greatly
for the farmer’s interef’c' aid by much the

beft hufbandry; to manutre thé clover; for;
by this means, hé greatly augments his pre-

fent crop, aiid the lind will be in fine cons
dition for a crop of ‘V.uwat Without any
farther affiftance;

Thete is a fpecies of clover called cows=

- grafs, which has been lately cultivated, in

{ome parts of Hamp/biré;with great fuccefs:

'The ground relithesit extremely well, and it

18 by many farmers preferred to the common
elover. It grows more floridly, and thrives

- better upon poor land. At firft ﬁght they

are not eafily diftinguithed ; but; on a clofé
mlpeébon, the cow-grafs will be found of 4
darker green, and more pomted it the ends
of the leaves ; the flalk is of a clofer texs
ture, and not ' fo porous as the common

clover. Some people imagine this to be a
| - S hafive
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native of this country; if fo, 1t may be

hlghly Worth our attentlon.

dezel, or Pef"enﬂg'al Rye-Grqﬁ,

Sometimes is ufed as an arsificial-grafs, and
is then fown with clover, at the rate of a
quarter of a peck to an acre. Sometimes
it is fown by itfelf, at the rate of two
pecks to an ac_re‘; and, at other times, in

‘the proportion of a gallon to an acre, with
~eight pounds of clean trefoil (exempt from

the hutk). It comes earlier than moft other

-grafles, and all cattle are particularly fond

of it in the {pring of the year; but towards

‘Midfummer the ftalks become dry, and
~ cattle then refufe them ; therefore, in all
‘paftures, this grafsthould be kept down, by

being conftantly fed. When mixed with.

~ clover, and mowed for hay, it may be

{pring-fed notwithftanding, and is even the

- better for it ; becaufe it would otherwife be
tipe before the clover. 'When fown with
clover, its greateft advantage is experieneed

m
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in the fecond and third years ; for as the
clover dechnes, this increafes in propor=-
tion. When ml;xed with trefoil, it is a
very good grafs upon light lahd, defigned to
continue feveral years in fheep-paftures:

LUCERN.

Lucern is 2 valuable grafs, but requires

{o much weeding, and attentxon, that it is

‘not by any means calculated for large farms :

~ but if cultwated upon a fmall {cale, it would
_prove hxghly fervmeable in da1ry~fa1ms, or
‘to any perfon who is  obliged to keep horfes;
“and cows, and has but little land.

This grafs, like Sz. Foin, ought to bé
. checked at a certain depth, or it W111 fpend

itfelf too much under ground ; but inftead
of a foo», or fifteen inches ftaple, it wﬂl re=

N
_quire from elghteen inches to two feet; and:

_the land. ~eught to be to}erably good m

quahty
 The bef’c way is, to fow thlS feed in- dnlls,
at about two feet apart. The ground muft

b
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be firfk made very clean, and the fced mufk

not be bur1ed above two inches deep The
firft year it will require an infinite deal of
labour in Weedmg, for it has an utter ab-
horrence of every other neighbour; but,
when once it has got good root, two weed-
ings‘ in a feafon will be fuﬁiclent; which
may be done by women, and children. But
every time it is cut, it ought to be hoed ;

and thus treated (Wlth a light coat of rot-

ten muck every fpring) it will laft ten or

twelve years, and bear cutting four times in
the courfe of the fumme1. The beft way
is, to foil cattle with it green. It is very

nouu{hmfr to horfes, and caufes cows to

give a great deal of milk.

TREFOIL.,

?‘?»efoz/ is a very ufeful grafs on - poor
Jand ; for the clofer it is fed, the more it
will fpread ; and therefore it is highly ufe-
ful in laying down land for theep-paftures ;
&ut is not held in any efteem for dairies, as

E it
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it gives the butter a rank flavour. Nor is it
calculated for mowing; for it produces but
little after-grafs, and the hay is of a very

critical nature ; for, if it receives the leaft

injury by wet, the leaves mat together, and it
becomes mouldy, and of very little value.

WHITE DUTCH CLOVER.

“The White Dutch Clover, though laft

mentioned, is of the firft confequence.
Nothing is fo good for laying down lands

for pafture, as this, mixed with other graf-

fes; nothing more fweet, and nourithing
for all kinds of cattle ; and, when ufed as

an artificial grafs, it is the beft fubftitute -
for the common clover which can be made

ufe of. But its good qualities are {fo well
known, that it muft be needlefs to add any
- thing more in its favour.

I pm pofely omit Bamez‘ as it does not

feem to have had {ufficient trial, to difcover
what may be expe@ed from it.

# .~ DIFFERENT .

DIFFERENT METHODS OF IMPROVING
MEADOW AND "PASTURE=LAND.

EADOW, and pafture-land; is

oftener negle&ed than ploughed
ground, notwlthﬁandmg it generally ad-
mits of a much greater proportion of im-
provement.

'The firft, the moft eafy, and the greateft
of all 1mp10vements is made by ﬂoodmg
In Dorfet/bire and chmp/bzre, there are
meadows which are increafed, from ten
ﬂnllmgs, to three pounds an acre, by bri ing-

~ing the water of the common river over
them ; which is eafily effected by means of

little trenches, or grips, which fhoot the
water-on, and draw it off” at pleafure,

Thefe meadows are particularly ufeful for
the nourithment of ewes, and lambs, in the
{pring ; and after they are eaten quite bare,

{o late as the latter end of April will often

produce, in ten weeks time, th1ee tons of
| Ea2 hay
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hay to an acre, without ever receiving any
kind of manure, or any other attention,
than the throwing them under water at
proper feafons ; which deftroys all weeds,
and enriches the land to a very high degree.
"There are thoufands of acres, in many
other counties, which might be equally im-
proved. The temptation is certainly great
enough, to put any one upon his mettle,
to find where the thing is practicable, and
to encourage him to adopt it. If the great
difference between 10s. and 3/. an acre, in
yearly value, ftrike us, the difference be-

tween 15/. and go/. in the fee fimple of an

acre of this land, will ftill more ftrongly
affeCt us, though the proportion be the
fame. -

There is another fort of flooding, which
is likewife very beneficial, and which may
be ecafily adopted in all hilly countries ;
mean that of throwing the fcouring of hills,

and roads, and the \ﬂripping of yards, over '

land. 'This is fometimes done, and as much
in Hersfordfbire as in any other county;

but
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but though the improvement be immenfe,
the practice is by no means gencral. The
advantage is often feen by the tenant, but
unlefs he has a leafe, he feldom avails
himfelf of it ; and fometimes it is negleGed
through indolence. But whatever motives
may keep the tenants, from availing them-
felves of fuch advantages, owners of land,
and gentlemen’s f{tewards, are unpardon-
able, in waving fuch beneficial improve-

ments.

Flooding is truly the beft of all im-
provements, where it can be effeCted; and

“ there ought not to be a fingle acre of land

neglected, which is capable of it. As rol-
ling, and preflure, bring the annual meadow-
grafs, fo flooding immediately begets the
Jlote fefeque, or marfh bent, the richeft of all

“graffes; being equally bulky in quantity,

and nourifhing in quality. 'This is the
grafs, that fwims upon the tops of ponds ;
fprings up where water has ftood; and
which cattle frequently plunge up to their
bellies to reach. Horfes, and cows, are ra-

- E3 venoully
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B vénouﬂy fond of it; and, according to Mr.

Stillingfleet’s account, the blade is not only
{weet, but the feed, which it produces, is
gatheled and eaten, by the common peop]e
in Sweden, as we eat millet.

There is a fort of pafture, to be found
in moft counties, where land lies to a
cold afpe&;, which is very much inclined to
mofs ; which chokes up the grafs, and
impoverifhes the land. Penning {heep upon
it is one way of killing the mofs, and im-
proving the pafture; and another good me-
thod is, to harrow it well with fharp-tined
harrows, in the {pring of the year, and to
manure it afterwards with any compoft of

‘a warm nature, ¢ After fuch harrowing, it

isa good practice to fow Dutch clover.
There is another fort of paﬁure, which
produces little more than a tharp, coarfe-
bladed grafs, which the farmers call pink,
or carnation-grafs; from the refemblance
the blade of this grafs bears, to the blades of
thefe ﬂowexs, This is the fame glafs,
which grows in great tufts, or bunches, i in

coppxces,

S gi,
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coppices, and has but little nourifhment in
it. This land wants draining ; and; when
drained, fhould have a great deal of ftock
kept upon it, by ftrewing turnips before
them, or foddering them with hay, to invite *
the annual meadow-grafs to {pring.

Another fort of pafture, in many parts of
England, is over{pread with alders, and
other fcrubby wood, and bufhes ; which,
befides carrying a very {lovenly app_ezu ance,
harbours wet; and the fhade renders the
turf four. - This rubbifh fhould always be
extirpated. Wood arid_grafs never do well

_together, If it be neceflary to have wood

of this fort, it thould be raifed in feparate
plantations,' in the manner I fhall hereafter

point out. - |
Another fort of pafture ftill is over-run
with ant, and mole-hills ; ng, at firft, to
negled, in the eccupier of the land.  Such
turf as this is generally old ; fometimes it is
too bad to recover ; but oftentimes, when
the hills are laid, proves good land. There
are two ways of curing this ground; the
E 4 one
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osie is by crofling and hollowing up the
turf, {cooping out the middle part, {pread-

ing it abom, and laying the turf down
again in the fame place. - This way is to
be preferred, where the piece of land may
be in view of an habitation, or under any
finsilar circumftances.  But the moft ef-

fectual nn},rovement is, doubtlefs, to pare.

them entirely off, to lay them in heaps ta
rot, which {hiould be mixed afterwards with
a moderate quantity of lime, and then

fpread over the fame piece of land from

whence they came. As thefe ant-hillg
originated for want of rolling, it is almofk

neediefs to recommend rolling, as a com-

plete finifh to this umprovement,
When meadows are Vcry coarfe, whee
ther naturally fo, or occafioned by rufhes
whicin grew on them, before they were
properiy drained, there is no better im-

- provement for them, than firewing twenty, |

3 b Ay 3 .
or thirty, load of {and to an acre over them.
It tends greatly towards fining the furface,

1 -

2nd gcncmﬁ 7 begets a fet of white chver.
The

[ 57 ]

E_he earth is io generous a-parent, that

~ave find all land repay us for our labour,

and fkill ; but it will appear, on the flighteft
inveftigation, that no land pays fo well as
meadow, and pafture. . Where improve-
ments upon ploughed land pay a crown, the

other geﬁeraﬂy pay a guinea. Therefore

when land is newly laid down in pafture, it
ought to be well manured the third or
fourth ycfxr let the expence be ever fo con~

,ﬁderable, becaufe it wili bring a good {fet of
- grafies much f(ooner than thvy would other-

wife come; and double the land in 'value,

- for {even, or eight, years afterwards. .

I (hall clofe this fubje&t with advifing all
farmers to be careful, not to overflock their
paﬁu're‘ land ; for when they do, they are
great lofers by it. Land, when fed too
bare, is apt to burn in fummer, and to be
chilled in winter. Befides, the necks of
the rootsare {0 injured by very clofe biting,
that thicy do not afford fo quick, or fice a
fpring to the fucceflion of blade, as there

would otherwife be. But, on the other

hand,
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hand, I do not advife the leaving a long fet
of grafs on the ground. The medium will
agree beft with all land ; and be attended
with moft advantage to the occupier. And
the more forts of cattle feed upon land, at
different intervals, the better, Alternate
mowing, and feeding, is likewife good.
The one fines the turf, and the other en=
giches it, |

THE
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THE GREAT ADVANTAGE OF A SUIT=
ABLE STOCK OF CATTLE,

TEXT to the judgment required, in
“adapting each foil, to the purpofe
for which nature intended it, the ftocking

of land with proper cattle, is one of the

niceft parté of the {cience of farming.
Where nature is left to herfelf, the always

- produces animals fuitable to her vegeta-
 tion, from the fmalleft theep on the Welch
mountains, to the largeft fort in the Lin-

colnfhire marfhes; from the little hafdy
bullock in the northern highlands, to the
noble ox in the richeft paftures of Somer~
fetfhire. But good hufbandry admits of our
increafing the value of the one, i propor-
tion to that of the other. Land improved
enables us to keep a better fort of ftock;
‘}__Jirhich fhews the double return the earth
makes for any judicious attention, or labour,

we
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we beftow upon it. The true wifdom of
the occupier is beft thewn, in prefer ving a
due equilibrium between this improvement

of his land, and ftock. They go hand in
hand; and if he negle¢t the one, he carmot
-avail hlmfelf of the other,
We thould firft confider, what kmd of
cattle will anfwer our purpofe beft, in the
cultivation of our ground ; and next, what

{orts pay belt in the confumption of our

p1oduce.

Upon a hght {oil, where two horfes are
fufficient to manage a plough, or where, if
more be employed, a quick motion is re-
quired, horfes will always be found moft
‘g_fefu_l, and profitable ; _bééau__fe four horfes,
on fuch land, will cultivate as much ground
as eight oxen. But where the {oil confifts
of a clay, or any heavy, {‘Lrong ground,
fuch as requires four horfes, and admits only
of a {low motion, oxen will there have the
advantage ; and be ‘in the pfoportion' of
twelve oxen only to eight horfes. In the

, )
| former ‘cafe, the oxen would be double in -

number,
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aumber, in t~he 1atter, they are only as three
to two. -

When this d1f’cméhon is clearly made,
cach animal will be found to have his ex~
cellence ; and every intelligent occupier of
land will know which to prefer. The horfe
is fo delightful, fo {pirited, and pleafant a

fervant, that one would wifh to make

choice of him upon every occafion ; but,
when intereft is thrown into the oppofite
{cale, the ox will often deferve the pre-
ference. For the great expence of fupport-
ing the horfe, his natural decreafe in value,

and pronenefs to acmdent, by which that

value is totally loft, are great drawbacks in

~ his account ; efpecially when we confider

the more moderate charge of f{upporting

the ox, and the profit which is made of

him, even when he is paft his labour. This
is obvious ; of thefe therefore I fhall fay no
more ; they are equally advantageous upon
different foils, and neither {pecies is wholly
to be preferred, or wholly excluded.

- Sheep may, next, be confidered as one
| of



[ 62 1]

of our moft profitable animals, Three

great advantages refult from them to their
mafter ; their annual coats, their increafe in
value, or number, and the excellent manure
which they beftow on land. Indeed, upon
all light foils, I might mention a fourth

advantage reaped from them; fince their
~ treading is almoft as great a benefit as their

‘mmanure.
Many farmers have found great advan=
tage, in buying theep from the pooreft
fpots, as they generally thrive moft when
they come into a richer pafture; like trees,

which endure tranfplanting, the better for

coming from a poor nurfery. They like-
wife think, that they endure folding, and
penning, better than theep which are bred
on a more luxuriant foil. ‘They are cer-
tainly right in thefe obfervations. And
therefore’ this reafon thould induce the oc-
cupiers of poor land, to let their artificial
- grafles continue longer, before they are
broken up, that they may be able to breed
the more fheep: in which they would alfo
: find

-
|
#

i
i
o
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find their profit, and, at all tlmes, a ready‘

~market for them.

With refpet to the notion Wh1ch farm-
ers are apt to entertain, that all kinds of

theep will not endure penning; I think they.

labour under an error. I rather believe
that all lean, or ftore-theep are the better
for being folded. They are generally more
healthy, as they take their fuftenance at re~
gular intervals, and are kept from eating the
wet grafs too earlyin the morning, which s
generally allowed to be unwholefome to

them. In the moft famous fheep coun-

ties, Dorfetfbire, and Wiltfbire, penning, or

‘folding is univerfal. And, above all other

advantages, this one is certainly obtained by

it s when fuch fheep are put to fatten, they
- thrive much better; and fafter ; as oxen do,

that have been moderately worked.
Upon moift lands theep are not proper

ftock. The dairy will here turn to greateft
account; and women and half-grown chil-
dren will from hence find fuflicient, and be-

coming employment. Where this is the
N cale,
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cafe, pigs ﬂiould be bred, of all animals the

moft profitable. Potatoes, and carrots boiled
in the fkimmed milk, and whey, make an

~ excellent food for young pigs; and every

one knows how far an acre of thefe ufeful
roots will go, and how pr‘oﬁtable'a farrow

- of pigs is to the breedef. But great farm= ‘

ers, whofe fole obje& is to grow corn, lock

upon hogs as troublefome animals, and af-

fe&t to defpife thefe profits; tho’ even to
them they would not be Jinconfiderable,
Befides that hog-dung is the beft of all ma-
nure. |
Upon ftrong, florid pafture, the large ox
feems the moﬁ fuitable ftock.
" Upon turnips, the Welch, or Scotch bul»
lock 1s moft pr ofitable.
Thus different land, and different pro-
duce feem, in point of profit, to require dif-

ferent animals, to cultivate the one, and

confume the other; and it’ 18 worth our

while, to be at fome pains, to make the beﬂ:‘

qpphcanon.

MANURES

5
%
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. MANURES CONSIDERED.

HL‘ manurma of land is ¥ neceﬁ'ai y
‘2 part of hu{bandl V> that no obje&

xs more eﬁ’enmal m the pmé‘ucc of . farmaa\

ng, than tI 1t of procurmg a fultable, and

quﬁment quantlty of this ufefu.l 1mploven-”

ment. We ﬁnd that the uchef’c land will

not yleld a long fucceﬁion of Crops, Wlth- ,

out help, at the fame time that the pooreft

~ :foﬂ will make a conﬁderable return, wherni
'"We take pams to afﬁf’c it. We fhould \
,therefon, firft endeavour, to mlfe as much
‘ Veoetable, and ammal manure as poflible;
'and ne.&t contrzve to multlpIy it, by addmg

fuch other ufeful, component parts as in-

}duﬁry may ﬁnd in dlffeient fituations.

othmg tends fo much to the increafe

| of vegetable, or ammal manure, as a ]Udi-ﬁ
_'czous choice i in our f}f’cem of croppm/g
-dm- :mchned to beheve, that any hmlteci

, F T ?ortlon
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- jé“oft‘ioﬁ of land, tolerably good in maturcy

will produce, if well cultivated, and pfo—s
perly ftocked; vegei:able, and animal; ma-
nure enough to fupport itfelf, i good heart,

- for ages, without any fore1gn aid: . But no

exact rules can. be gwen in writing, what
the courfe of croppmg fhiould be, finee foils
vary fo much. But it may be afferted with'
confidence; that the moft advantageous one
does not confif}, in the old mode of fowing
three crops of grain, m fuceeﬂion, and then

Iettmg the ground remam two, or three

years more without yielding any thing;
tinder the notion of recovering it by reft.

“This fy{’cem thould be wholly exploded.

“The hufbandry of the Auftrian Netherlands
is, undoubtedly; the moft ufeful that is prac-

tifed. There the land; like our gardens;

yzelds a crop every year without diminifth-

mg the leaft inits own value. The whole

~contrivance lies, in mterweavmg, as much

as pofﬁ_ble,‘uhe erops which are particularly

ufeful to man, fuch as wheat, barley, pota-
tees, “beans, md peale, with the crops mofk
v o U ufefu@
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ufefal to beafts, fuch as turnips, carrots,
vetches, cole-feed, and artificial graffes. The
more We plant, or fow, to the mutual bene-
fit of man, and beaft, the nearer we are to
the beft fyftem ; and Confequenﬂy to that
‘which will produce the greateft proportion

~of Vegetable, and animal manure.

The turnip-fyftem, in No;:falé comes as
near to the practice of the Aetlverlands, as

- any made ufe of in England; one of thei

beft courfes is d1v1ded into fix d1v1ﬁons, as
follows : ~

Whea‘c, after clover, or aruﬁmal graf-

{es. |
2. Barleya
‘3. Turnips, ‘

4. Barley, with dover, or other artificial
| grafles. |
5. Clover, or artificial graITes, of the firt
- year’s lay, generally mowed. ;

. & The fame of the fecond year’s lay, ge~

nera,lly grazed. |
Fa2 - Te
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“Ta fupport this courfe of cropping, they

manu_re invariably for wheat, and turnips,
ut not for any other crops. They {fupport

a great deal of ftock by this means, and

keep their ground in. good heart, and very
clean; but find an mconvemence, in their
clover’s coming round in too qmck a fuc-
ceffion; by which means the land is tired of
it. Thzs fyftem 1mght be improved upon,

by a clofer imitation of the Flemifb- sz'
Z)czm[ry, by dlvmmg the land into eight divi-

fions, cropped 1omewhat in the followmo
crder :

1. Year, wheatafter clover of one year’s -

lay. (
. Ditto, turnips.

3 Dmo, barley. . L
4. Ditto, peafe, beano, potatoes, Vetches,

- or cole-feeds - '
5 Dlﬁf(), wheqt |

6. Dmo} turnips. ‘

] Ditto, bar ley, » 'W’lth clover feed

% Ditto, clover., ‘

[ 6 1 |
By this method the gr ound will, almoﬂ:
‘i‘egularly, produce an alternate crop, for
man, and beaft; ‘and the land will never
loath the clover, becaufe it will only ftand

. one year out of elght inftead of two out of
- ﬁx. Ever y other crop will likewife be me-
'horatmg The ground will be kept per=

B fe&ly clean, and the p1oduce will occaﬁon

manure enowrh to keep it in’ Orood COﬂdl—
tion. I Would not however mﬁnqate this to-
be practicable, except: upon prett y good

land. Where it is naturally poor, this {yf-

tem cannot be adoptcd Here fheep will

.be found the moft proﬁt’tble ﬁoek becaufé

the manure obtamed by pennmg will be the
cheapeﬁ and beft, improvement to be had ;

‘and therefore fuch gmfs feeds fhould be

fown, as are moft durable which: fhould be”

continued in the gmund atleaft four years,
taking care. to manure ghem We»ll, ;t-l:l\. -ﬁxﬂ: -
, year after they are fowed

Tk

Any mtelhgent farmer will, I am pwi-»
fugded, fee the force of'this ar crument - and

con‘ﬁder a good courfe of croppmg, as the

&

F 3 | firft
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firfk ftep neceflary to be taken, towards en» |

riching his land.

T would next 1ecommend an advantage,
to be derived from the quant1t1es of maxden-'
earth which are to be met with, at the fides
of many of our roads. Thefe, mlxed with
muck, or hme, make excellent manure for
our corn, and turmps. ‘In Eﬂ%x, they are'

partu:ularly induftrious in this praé’uce and

as the outfides, or ﬂ{lrts, of inclofures,

though enriched by rotten’ leaves, feldom

produce any corn, o account, of the fhade,

and dr1ppmg, of the hedges, and what it

does produce is of h,ttle value, becaufe the
birds | prey u pon it; they’ gene1 ally fink thefe
borders, at leaft a foot deeg, and mix them
:mto compofc for the benefit of the reft of

~ the land, which is more expofed to the fun,
and lefs hable to be preyed upon by the

birds. Mot eﬂates afford a great treafure

~in this refpect ; and no farmer. 18 emufablg '
in fleeping over fuch advantages. * If it be

aﬁledged in anfwer, that thisis only a teme

porary advantage, it cannot however be de~
med
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nied, but that i it muﬁ ncr eafe the ftaple ;

and though it may only i improve it for the
| prefent this is no inconfiderable 13o1nt
gained. For land, like ammals, When once
~brought into good heart, may, Wlth g little

care, be eafily kept {0; but when much
out of condition, it is very dlﬁicult to be
brought into a vigorous f’categr

Next to the banks in roads, and the
borders of 1nclofures, the f{couring of old

dxtches, the mud of ponds, and fediment of

all ftagnate waters, are partxcularly excel-»

1ent upon grafs land ; and a fmall mixture
of lime is well heftowed among it. If thefe
‘better forts cannot be met with, then any,
common malden-earth W1th one feventh
part of lime, and one other {evernth of rot-
ten muck; will be very proper manure for
moft kinds of pafture, as I have before ob-—-
{erved in treating of Natural Graffes.

- Clays, of every kind, are highly fuitable
to all fandy, or light : foils 5 becaufe they
brace the loofe particles tocether, give them
ﬂrenmth and keep them moift,

F 4 B By!
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By parxty of reafomn g, fand is equaﬂy be-
'ﬂeﬁc:lal upon all clays, and other tenacmus,i ,
: ﬁn‘T land ; becaufe it feparates ‘the parts,
and def’croys their Coheﬁve quahty, by}

Wthh means the fun, an‘, and froft pene-

,tzate t‘lem the better. Th1s muft be very
'obvxous to every one yet Very htt]e of this
has been done, in propor’uon to the vaft

Jmplovement it m'ty effed, and the variety

of ﬁtuatlons Whele it will be found. to an-!
) 'fWL,i'. Upon thxs 1af’c plm(:lple, ‘clofe land,
inclined to ﬁonesg ou ght not to have them’, |

pxcked out.

Sand is hkewﬁ'e of great ufe upon*rough |

coznfe, meadows ; nothmg fines the furface

more, or produces a thicker fet of Dutch
,clover, | | |

Chalk 1f it be or an un&uous, foft qua,.,
iity, eafy to d:ffolve, isa moﬁ Valuable ma-
nure upon mof’c Jand 5 but upon four land,
or any clay, it has a fur pmzmg good effedt;
ﬁ: loofens, and mehmate& it, renders 1t
mghly fruitful, and fweetens the produceg
WQC.Q 1t 1s m Oiafsy exceedmglv and it

ufeci

| [ 73 1 o
g’ifed in Compo}?c, may be repe’ated“ fo‘;:

- ages.

: Marl differs greatly in quahty 5 that
Whmh 1s moft welghty, and foa,py, When
moiftened, is the beft. If it be right good

 and laid on in liberal quantmes, it throws

the Jand into a fermentatlon, and frequently ,
chan ges its very natur ; rendérin g it 1110h]y
fruitful ; though it feldom has ‘any great .
effec, before the third year. But it makes
ampie amends, When it does operate ; for
it will be fe]t WlthOut a 1epetmon, at leaft
twenty yeeus. ‘No manure, in thort, is {o -

. mﬁmg Some people have 1mag1ned that .

mczr/ Wln not anf wer a fecond timeé ; but ¥
am of opmmn, that if a {mall quantity be

“ufed, in a compo:(’t, it may be repeated,

with vety good fuccefs, every tench oz,

twelfth year.
* Allathes are 1nd1fputab1y good; but peate

" afhes are the nobleft manure we have, for all -

kmds of artificial grafles. 'Thofe who live
in the ne1ghbourhood of Newbury, in Berk-

Jszres are iepﬁble of their me:[hmable value.
U | There
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There are undoubtedly a vaﬁ numbeg of

| ‘meadows and commons, in may cher coun-

ties, where peat may be found; but, though
its athes are one of the moft valuable forts
of manure the kingdom produces, it is very
little fought after, and ver y far from bemg
generally known. -

Soot is excellent on moft land, but bef}
beftowed on artificial grafles,

Maritime countics have many advans
tagee over others, not only in the 0pportu-
nities they have of, fometlmes, 1mport1ng
manure, but in bemg able, frequently, tq

colle& great quantities of {ea- weed and

ufeful fea-fand, :

Salt 1s known, and univerfally allowed tg
be a great ﬂ'1mulator of vegetation ; and
gentlemen in “parliament cannot ferve the
Public, or themfelves, better, than by get-

ting the duty lowered  upon fo much of it as

might be ufed for manure. But this arti-
cle, in my "opinjon, Would anfwer beft,
when mixed with other coar fer manures 5
and thus applled a lxttle would go a great

way,

A

- Way, and bear repetxtxon, thch it Would
not otherwife do. I fhall pafs over a va-
rlety of other manures, wluch are excellent. |

In their nature, becaufe they cannot be had.
in fuﬁlment quantmes, to effec any im-
provement upon a large fcale.  Some of

them 'are bones, 1ags, and the dung of .

poultry ‘Where they can be met with, 1&
is to be fuppofed that no perfon will be

ul'ex

MAXIMS

{o blmd as not to avaxl hunfelf of the}r
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1 - . - . L o ; | f:o a1m at feparatmg thefe crops. thh
G - ' | . ﬁ . ¢ ' turmos, and balley The better way. will -

A MAXIMS RELATIVE TO ?LOUGHDD , , , ‘be, to interweave {fome meho1at1ng Crops;
‘ R LAND., o ’ fuch as buck-wheat, which is an excel-
: 'i B :  ,' . , : lent exchange for thls fort of land. The

- | | reat weft- country cabbage would fome—- |
' XPERIENCE fhews,thatthe lon=~ - o imes be a va.luable crop- here. ; On the
o & ger we keep off the fucceffion of any * other han d, upon a very light, fandy foﬂ
i" . grain, the better the crop will prove. Land -

Jcul ted for rye, barley, tu1n1ps,
0 dehghts in @ variety of feeds ; and loaths a Wholly Cajoulale y y

~and arnﬁcml gmﬂ‘es, it Would be equally
too frequent ‘repetition of the fame grain. :

; . - : rxdlculous to lay much ftrefs upon wheat,
1: | Clover, ml 1partxcular, may]be fown, till the | N . - beans, and oats. Here potatoes, carrots,
S | ground will-be {o theroughly weary of i it,as = and vetches, will keep the ground cocl, and
. S to reject it entirely.  "This has induced - ‘

o - many farmers, to attempt the growth of
' feveral fpecies of grain, and graffes, wholly
ne?o*ppatlble with their foil ; thereby run-
ping at once into the oppofite extreme.
True Judgment will introduce as much
confiftent variety as poﬁible, and equally
avoid the folly of courtmg objects wholly
" inappofite. ,,
If the {oil be ﬁu’i” cold, and ﬁutable onl; y

to wheat, beans, and oats, it will be abfurd

- prove valuable crops. |

Upon a loam, the advantage of both
forts of gram may be united ; and as almoft
all the art1cles before enumerated may be
fOWn upon it, there W111 be no dlﬁicu]i:y in

varymg the different fpecws of grain,
Anothel material thing to beattended to
xs, the ploughmg at proper feafons, In
oencral land receives injury from being
ploughed in wet Weathcr ; at leaft it often

, S tcnds 10 promotc the growth of Weeds, in-.
S o o . to . _ - ﬁem |




[ 78 1

ftead of deftroying them. Land that is

defigned for winter-fallow, fhould be
ploughed before the end of N ovember ; {o
that it may receive the full benefit of the

- froft. ~ Provided it be ploiaghed clean, it -

cannot lie too rough. Land, for fummer=
fallows, thould be broken up early in May;

and every fubfequent ftirring thould be a

erofs ploughing; and if it be ploughed
fhalloWer, and deeper,‘ alternately, during
the fummer, it will, in general help to
¢clean it the betters

- There is a-method of hu{bandry prac=
tifed in fome counties, which- feems to me

highly pernicious. It is called biirn<bak-'

ing, or breaft-ploughing. It muft have
taken its rife from lazinefs. Where land
“1s covered with a coarfe, rough; {ward, or is
‘become very foul, the ,‘ihdole'nt'farmer,‘ to
dyoid the pains of making it ¢lean, folicits
~ his landlord (or, in fome places, the cuftom
Cis fo prevaleht',_that he does not even alk
him) to grant him leave to pare and burn

the turf ; by which, if be has a dry feafon,

he
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be gets rid of all his trouble at once; and .
generally procures three, or four, florid
crops, by means of the athes. But this is
obtained at a heavy expence to the land-
lord ; Whofe property; in the fee-fimple of
fuch land, is, by this means, diininifhed at
leaft one fifth.” The injury is fo obvious;
that no unp'i'ej udiced pérfoﬁ can We‘ll doubt

of it: The fward, or fkin, is generally

pared off, by this method, to the thicknefs
of about two inches ; E and as it is of a hol-
low fubftance, it may be admitted, that if
the earth were well fhaken out, and fepa=

* rated from the roots of the grafs, thefe two.

inches might be reduced to one. But when

‘this two-inich-turf is burnt to afhes, thofe

athes will not cover the ground to the

- thicknefs of a half-crown-piece ; fo that, -
- ’upon any foil, this diminution muft be fe-

verely felt for half a century afterwards 5
and upon a ihallow foil it is next to de-
fruction, ' |

Farmers will aflert, by way of reply,.

E that they enly bum the roots of the rough

grafS,
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Q‘l'ﬂab ind that the fire does niot reduce thé
earth, or foil:  But it is well known, that:
the ﬁuface of a?}. land; to a conhdelable
depth is nothmg but the relics of putmﬁed
vegetables, and plants "and thierefore will
‘admit of a diminution. And thopgh the
erops will flourifh for a few years; the great;

and lafting, nourifhment to vegetation is by

“this praltice deﬁroyed ;

Ground will fometimes be fough fkm-»
ned; and exceedin gly difficult to be deaned
_«VVthh, I apprehend induced fonie i mgem—
bus perfon; a few years ﬂﬂce, to invent, and
¢onftruc, 2 p@u@‘z thch remedies. - the
mconvemence at once. This plough has

two fepa.ta,tev{heals, and Coukus but both. '

.are contrived éo ogierane in the fame Iihe;’of
‘du e&lon
aay oept‘w and lay the ground the fame

T h ey are ea.ch of them fet to

way. The firft pares off the turf; or fkin's

‘the next p?ouoos up a clean body of earth,

and throws it dire@ly over the former; foas”

‘to bury it effeCtually: By which fimple

means, the land is at once eﬁe&ually"_

cleaned

[ o8]
tleaned. Whatever fuxther working the
ground may requlre,' it may be done by
fhalloWer pIOLwhmg, to Wthh partmular
Crops may be f{uited. And there is no
necefﬁty for brmgmg the rough, ot foul,

part up agam, till it be entn‘ely rotten. ,

Somenmes two crops may firft be takem
Thls method 18 praéhfed much among

,the gardene1s drid farmers, in the nelgh—

bourhoaod of London 5 and might be every-
where adopued except where the land is

\ }i’cony, or remarkably {hallow. N01 is th1s

plough at all difficult to manage, or much
harder to draw than one of an ordmary

conf%rucfhon( The mventor, whoevér he |

was, mdy juftly pmde hxrnfelf upon hid

N d1fcovery *,

Deep ploughlng has ‘been gs'eatly re<
commended by fome modern writers:
Upon pa1t1cular land, where thé Bottom
and top 316 of two oppoﬁte qualitiés, and

* Sincé the ﬁf&,editfb’ri’_ of this bo’ok,‘-’I have been ins .
formed, that the Public is obliged to Mr. Dutkett, of
Petertham in Surry, for this ufeful plough

& | neither
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heither of theni right good, a mixture is
fometimes very beneficial ; and here this
experiment, of going below the common -
depth may fometimes anfwer. But where
the top and bottom, for elghteen of
twenty inches depth, confifts of the fame
foil, T do not believe it is ever worth
Whﬂe, to exchange the upper part, which
has been enriched for centuries back, for
a part lefs rich, merely becaufe it is more
freth. T have indeed obferved, that deep
ploughmc (except for fome particular
grain and plants) is by no means necef-
fary. 'The vegetation of ordinary corn,
and gzafs, does not require any great
depth. In many parts of Cornwall, the
land is. exceedingly fruitful, though  the
foil is extremely fhallow; and, in many
other counties, they find, by experiénce,
that they ruin their land by ploughing
below the ufoal depth. Befides, when

land is ploughed vety deep, the roots of
the weeds are only turned over, and. re-

moved, and hardly ever thrown upon the
3 furface

IR
firface t0 wither; but cle:én, fhallovr
plonghing diflodges;, and deftroys them
much more effeGtually. Nay hand- hoemg
is allowed by every body, to do more to-
wards cleaning land than a ploughing.
And even the pernicious practice of burn-
baking, which T have jut fpoken of, ef-
fe@tually cleans land, though it only goes
two inches déep. This feems to thew;
that very deep plousrhmg is by no means
néceflary, towards cleaning land; and it
muft be univerfally allowed;, that the

" longet we keep our manure within three;
or four; inches of the firface; the -

better 3 efpecially upoi a light foil; from

which it 15 apt to fink; and. efcape too

{oon *, o
With

% Upon all light fuils; it is neceﬂ'ary to preferve, at
ﬁx, or eight, inches below the furface; what farmefs
call 2 Pan; that is, the ftaple, at that depth; fhould
be kept unbroken; by which mezins; manure will be

' kept longet on the top; and.in dry feafons, the lefs

depth the pan has; the lefs liable the corn will be to

: hum ; provided the pan confifts of earth; and iiof of

G 2 rocks
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Wxth refpect to the fort of plough
which merits preference, there is none
which - can, perhaps, be umverfally re-
commended But upon all fandy, or
loamy, land, the Norfolk wbeel—p/ougb with
one hand]e, ‘which is extremely light in
its conftrucion, clears its furrow remark-

ably well, and is ef'f‘e&ually worked with-

two horfes, fee}ms the beft ; and is moft
like what they ufe in Flanders, where
they frequently plough their land with
one horfe. Next to this plough, thers

has been an iron fwmg plough lately ine

vented, in Suffolk, which is very light,

rock ¢ bécaufe the roots of the corn will find more
moifture, by ftriking againft a body of clofe earth,
than they will in a greater depth of hollow earth ; as,
it is evident, the former preferves more moifture in
dry feafons.— Another ‘advantage which is obtained

from this pan, is the having a lefs quantity of mould.

to work, and keep in heart.

Where very deep ploughing is praé’cxfed this bottom,
or pan, muft be deftreyed 3 and much more manure
will be requtred, in that cafe, to keep the ground in
good condition. :

| and
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and ufeful 5 and many give it the prefe-
rence to the former. I mention thefé two
only, becaufe they are a horfe’s draft eafier
than moft other ploughs, and do their
work as well as it can be done. For the
bufinefs of clean, thallow ploughing, the
Norfolk p!oug[z is, perhaps, bette1 than any

other.

IMPROVE=
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_:Ily;I:?IZ{Q‘{EMENTS, AND THEIR Ex—

- PENCES,
SHE beft adyice which can be given
to a man of fortune is, to perfuade

him to carry on all 1mprovements, which

‘are out of the common way, at hlS own

expence. There are but few tenants ca-
pable of ﬁnkmg any conﬁderable fum of
money, even when the profpeé’c of a
return is ever fo promlﬁng ; they can
much better aﬁ"ord to pay an increafe of
rent equal to ten per cent. for fuch mo-
ney as the landlord may lay out upon Ju«
dlCIOU,S 1mprovements, than they can, to
fink a lefs adequate fom in ready money.
But the gentleman’s pulfe, and the far—»
mer’s labour, _W111 do great thmo gs, When
the contraét between them is fo coptuved

-as to yield them mutual beneﬁt A vaft

deal of land mwht be more than doubled
111

[ 87 1]
in value by draining; but the improve-
ment, though obyious to every obferver,
is _generally neglected, cither becaufe the
tenant’s term in the premlfes is not long
gnough, to xe;mburfe him- the expence,
or elfe for want of ready money to dif-
charge it, The landlord, in this cafe, is

~much to blame for, let the caufe be

thch it Wﬂl he may apply the proper
remedy If he choofe to. lenothen the

‘term, the. tenant will generally do the
work ; but ;f he does not choofe to grant '

a far ther term, he fhould at leaft pay the-

“expence of the improvement, takmg pro-

per intereft for his money, - durmg the
remainder of the exifting demlfe, and
then he would have the beneﬁt of its re-
Verﬁenary value, after its explratxon. If

~ money be Wantmg to the landlord, as

well - as the tenant, it may be woxm
whﬂe to fell a part of hlS eﬂ:ate, to ime
prove the reft. Next to draining; clay-
ing, marhng, and chalkmg deferve liberal
encouragement ; and where 2 tenant has

G 4 o fpirit
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fpxrxt to fet his hand to thefe cap1tal obw

je&s, leafes, of twenty~one years at leaft,
{hould never be with-held; for, where

- they are, the owner of the eftate is guﬂty»

of a prefent 1nJury to - the public, and 3
future one to his own poﬁenty Eftates,
undoubtedly, ought to be’ let for thelr fair
value. The bad effeé’cs are equal Whether
they be under let or over- Ict 5 in the. one
cafe, the tenant 18 ﬁequently neghgent in
~the other, he is dlfcouraged but, when,
the true value of an eftafe is known, angd
a Good tenant oﬁ'ers, it is unreafonable to
eXpeé‘c him to rifk his property, W1thout
putting. him upon a footmg of fome cer=

[ 8 1]
Even in the fingle bufinefs of collecting
different forts of manure together, it
cannot be expected, that a tenant at will
thould look forward, beyond the imme-

diate crop which he is preparing to put

into the ground. |
" There is an 1nﬁmte field for improve=~

‘ment, in numberlefs other pomts, whlch

,,,,,

of which every owner may avall hlmfelf

by a fpirited application of a little ready
‘money. The ‘mode is certainly practi-
cable, and promifing in its effe¢ts; and
- thofe who adopt it, Wﬂl find then advan~

‘tage inits

tainty. And therefore land-owners who

‘ ‘ refufe leafes, in fuch cafes as this, merely

. becaufe they will keep their tenants in 3 3 | |
fi fate of fubmxﬁion, and dependence, are ) - N o ‘
5 ‘inexcufable in fuch condu& ; becaufe they ~ - | L
; prefer a ﬁmple gratification to their real K | . o
! intereft, and to the more enlarged notions

- of contmbutmg, all they can, to the ad-: '

TR TR i

1 yantage, and profperlty, of their country, § B | |
; »\ ~ - Even - WASTE
?
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#

wAs:r‘E “LANDS CGN'S‘I-DERED, AND
THEIR SUITABLE IM’PROVEMEN’I"
SUGGESTED,

» HOSE who have r’n'adei obferva=
tions upon the wealth of this

‘(:ountry, have confidered our extenfive
forefts, chafes, and commons, as one of

the greateft refources remaining to us;
and have lamented, that fuch noble trads

of land fhould be fuffered to lie in a ne-
‘gleted, unprofitable ftate, while lands, of

a worfe quality, are cultivated, in many

unhealthy parts of America. The fo-
refts, and chafes alone, would be a trea= -

fure, under proper regulations; they are
naturally the fineft {pots, the beft nurferies
this country affords, for the produce of
Timber 5 and, if judicioufly planted,-and
well protected, would hereafter furnifh
almoft a fufficient quantity for all the
purpofes of the mnavy; but at prefent,

there

[ or ]

there-ate fo many different: 1ntereﬁs fub~
fifting upon them, that in point of real
-yalue, they are little more than blanks in

the kingdom. Time, it is to be hoped,
may correct this defe&, and render them

“of advantage to fociety.

~ Since the firft edition of this book a

rumour prevails, that there is a {cheme in

agitation, for inclofing a ,cqnﬁdg:rable part
of thefe valuable ~diﬁfi_6’cs, -under‘ the fanc-

- tion of Parliament,

If fuch fhould be the event, rhay
fuccefs attend - the project ! may the

crown derive that great advantage from

it, which it is entitled to, and private
happmefs,' and - profperity, go hand .in
hand with it! which it will certainly do,
prov1ded the bufinefs be condutted upon
a liberal plan

" As this fubje& is of conhderable im-

.vpoijta‘nce,_l hope it may not appear pre-

fumptuous in me, if T make a few more
‘remarks upon it ; which I offer with great
deference, being inftigated merely by mo-

tives
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tives of pubhc zeal—The forefts may be

[ o3 1

the portions they are to be granted 1n,

another.—As I am wholly ignorant of the
view of government, I cannot pretend to
fay, what fort of tenure, would, at prefent

beft anfwer its purpofe; but I humbly
conceive, that the tenure which gives the
greateft encouragement to the adventu-
rers, will in the end be moft beneficial to
the crown—and where the objeé’c in view,
is the increafe of produce to the public,
“and populatlon, and 1‘1ChCS, to the flate;
‘good policy will fuggeft the moft liberal
conditions.—A judicious regulatxon of this
bufinefs, will convey a blefling to this
‘country ; an improper one, will have the

conﬁdercd as a rough jewel, of great va- | §
lue ; but which will require much labour 1
and {kill to poh(h it, before it can appear |
with proper luftre. Under the idea of
their bemg to be mclofed and dxfpofed
of to md1v1duals, they are no longer to be
“confidered in the hght of nurferies for
‘timber, or refourccs for the ufe of the
navy. . They are now to be viewed, as a
fort of new creatlon, aufplcxouﬂy openmg ‘

itfelf upon wus, and inviting induftrious
o | hands to cultivate and raife from them
i corn, grafs, and various other comforts of
life ; and I am ftrongly, and T hope not
i | erroneouﬂy, of opinion, that the improve-
. ment of thefe lands, provided they are all
comprized in this plan, will contribute as
i much to the produce, and population, of

Ei this country, ai would the addition of an- bably be fold for lefs than Mg values

; - be badly,
‘other county, cqual to thofe of moderat@ be lald out in large farms; be 1a y
fize. | . and ﬂowly, lmproved and population

moft pernicious effect,

If men of the firft fortune, and great’
command are fuffered  to monopolize
large portions of this land, it will pro-

| . | will receive no benefit from the inclo-
b The tenure, in the grant of thefe lands, st wi g ety ) his
I | c 1 4he L ' i fure, but rather a hurt. But if this

1 is one material thing to be confidered, and ! ' o el , tand
b »  the T
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land be divided, into a great niimbet of
fmall lots, and difpofed of by public fale;
without favour to- any part1cular perfons,
it will bring a much greater fum to the

crown, be better, and fooner, culfivated ;

and fupport, and employ; many more peo=
ple, than it will, if difpofed of in the grofs.

—If it fhould be alledged, that even thefe

fmall portions Wﬂl by degrees; be re-fold;
and get into a few hands, like other

~eftates 3 this, I'own, is a grievance which

cannot well be guarded againft; But¢
though this might, in part, happen, it
would never be general ; and it would take
fome time to effed fo confiderable 3

‘change: In.the mean while; the land
would be better drained; and eultivated,
“and much mere timber would be planted,

by having it laid out in fmall inclofires ;
21l which are very confiderable objeds.

If any other argument be wanting, to
induce the perfons, who tnay be conéerned
in this bufinefs, to prefer the plan of {mall; -

~ to great, allotments ; humanity will add

her

‘.[95]

her entreaties for the adoptron of it, and
popularxty VV111 applaud theact.

Many other wafte lands are at the dif-
pofal of 1nd1v1duals, and thofe I fhall
pr1nc1pa11y conﬁder, but it will not be
amifs to examme, firft, the  objetions,
which -are often made agamﬁ: 1nclofures
of this fort. -

It s obferved by thc advocates for
commons, that they are of great ufe to
the poor ; that a greater number of peo~
ple are fupported by means of them, than.
would be without them; and that a vaft

~_number of young cattle ax_'e likewife bred
" upon them. Thefe obfervations are ge-~
. nerally made by well-meaning people ;

and there is fomething very humane, and
fpé‘(‘:i(')us in their conclufion. = But on ex-
amination, it will appear, that cottagers
who live at the fides of commons, generally
neglect- the advantage they have before
them. ‘There is not, perhaps, one out of
fix, upon an average, that keeps even a

gQW, and being generally tenants, and
feldom
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feldom owners, they rent thefe miferable

habitations proportmnably hwh, on ac-
count of their fituation. It is the ownery
therefore, and not the OCCUPICI’ of thefe
cottages,- who, in - fa& gets what advan-

tage there is to be had The cottacrers, |

themfelves are not, in any fhape,‘more

comfortable than thofe Who hve in pa,-'

rithes, where there are’ no commons,
becaufe if there be any. advantage to be
derived from their fituation, they do not
enjoy it VVlthOllt paying for it. But 1 ami
'inc:lined to believe, that the precarious

proﬁts of a2 common fometimes dlfappomt -
’thern and that conftant, regular, labour

is a better fupport 5 at leaft it would be,
provided gentlemen of fortune would take

vtherlaborious poor m'oi‘e under their pro-‘

teQion ; for which I thall venture, in ani<
other place, to fuggeft a plan.

As to the advantaoe which . populatlon
1s faid to recelve, it bears no propor tlon,
to what it would do, if thefe commons

were cultivated, and dlfpofed into proper
| - allotmenfsd ‘
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allotments, It may be afferted, that,
‘within thirty miles of the capital, there

are not lefs than 200,000"acres of wafte

land. Thefe lands, in a proper flate of

- cultivation, allowing fifty acres to a fa-
~mily, one with another, would find em-,
ployment for, at leaft, four thoufand fa-

milies. It never can be faid, with truth,

that thefe waftes fupport, in- ‘themfelves;
‘without other help, half that number of

peeple in their prefent ftate. Befides,
thefe lands," when cultivated, would . not

only fupport the people employed upon
them, but would be exceedingly ufeful in

the fupport of 'others, who follow different
employments.

The argument made ufe of, relative to
the advantage of raifing young ftock, has

 much lefs foundation to ftand upon.

Every one knows, that all Commons are

.wholly negle&ted. No draining, or any
~ improvement upon them, is ever undes-
taken; fo that the produce is V'e'ry trifling,
| compared to what might be expe&ed from

= H ' the
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;é‘,% or {prings, are ever led off, they frequently | ‘that there would be as ‘much paid as be-

i “occafion the rot, and other diftempers in fore; there would be a greater quantity of
M cattle ; and often deﬂroy as 'many as they land to furnith the fupply ;. and; m ’,this

le fupport. point of view, landed property muft be .
§1 - Many pan{hes poﬂ‘efs a -right of com~ better enabled to fupport-its poor; where

'l mon upon 2 thoufand acres ; which, if commons are inclofed; than where thofe

%{37 cultwated W’OUld be WOI'th from 500[ @ommons remaln unlmproved
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~the fame f{oil, if it were properly mae

naged. Their being fed at all feafons,
is another - difadvantage which commons.
lie under; and as neither furface water,

to 1000/ a year. In thefe, the poor-
rates are, - generally, higher, - than where

there is no common -at all; = To account

for th.z.s, it 1s rephe_d,, that there is a .
greater number of inhabitants, than there’
i5 in a parifh, -of equal fige, where therc\
is no common. Very true; there may =
be mér@ inhabitants, in proportion to the
cultivated parts of the land, in the one -

parith, than in the other 3 but if the

[ 99 ]

f10 commoii, the poor would find fulles

‘employment; and as the proportion of
profitable land would be greater, the rates;

of courfe, woild be eafed; for admitting

It may be fuppofed that two-thirds of

all the commons in Exgland will admit

~of i 1mprovernent Many parts; by judici=

ous draining, would make good pafture-

“jand, and dazry farms, which. Would be

very ufeful, and profitable; and are Every-
where wanted: Other parts, which now
produce furze, would bear good cerns
Even a great deal of heath-ground would
produce turnips; light grain, and artificial

whole of the parith which has the com- grafles ; efpecially where clay, marl, or
i mon, was bmught into the fame ftate of chalk can be obtained:s In Norfolk vaft
' ﬁultwation as the-other paufh which has tracls of this Jand have been improved,
e " H w
e':R
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to the mutual advantage of landlord, and
tenant, and to the great benefit of the
country |
To fuch gentlemen as have objecs of
this fort before them, the following hints
inay, perhaps, be acceptable. |
Where inclofures are made, which are
defigned for pafture, the fences fhould be

contrived, to anfwer, as much as poffible,

the ufe of drains; and it will be advife-
able, to ﬁnk the ditches to a good depth
at once. Havmg this - double advantage
in vzew, fuch new inclofures . Ihould be
made more in parallelog-rams, than {quares;
the longeft fides lying acrofs the defcent,
as much as the ground will admit of.
And as it is very material, to raife the
fences as foon, and as cheap as poflible,
itisa good Way to fow furze-feed, on the

top, and at the back-fide of the ditches.

Tt has a quick growth; Keeps the layer
warm, and fheltered, roakss a fence in a

fewr vears, and, in fome pgrticular parts;

L«

where people keep o wat bl eye upon

) their
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their cattle, will render the expence of

| pofts and rails unneceﬁ'ary

Parts defigned for t1llage, in the fumm‘cr

preceding  their bcmg broken up, thould -

‘have th;: furze, gofs, fern, or whatever is |

upon it, effectually cleared a‘way, and the
roots ﬁubb_¢d~ up. Early in ‘the enfuing
yvinteg', the ground thould be ploughed up,
with a ftrong plough, and left in rough
furrows, till a month after Candlemas, that
the froft may penetrate, a,nd chaften it.

~ Then it thould have a brifk crofs-plough-

ing, and afterwards an harr owing. In the

: fprmg of the year, and all the enfumg

fummer, it {hould be ﬁned cleaned, and

fweetened by ﬁequent ploughmgs., The

remaining rogts, and rubbith, may be

thaken out, and burnt. The next winter |

it fhould be laid up again in ridges, as
high as the plough can lay the'zlﬁ.” In

- May followmg, two 'bufhels of buck, or
‘French wheat, may be fown upon an acre 3

or, if the glound be pretty good in qyahtyS
or firong in nature, it may anfwer better
Hs ot

BV Y
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to fow it with cole feed in ]uly, or Auguﬁ
following. The bucL—Wheat thould be
"Ploughed under for manure, When the
fap, or milk, is in the Pcern, and the ﬁower
infull bloom, Juﬁ: before the feed begmq
10 fet, and thls fhould remam undex,
‘ furrow, Wlthout du"curhance, tﬂl a fort-s
“ night before Chrlﬁmas. Buck— wheat
“getierally thrwes bctter tha,n any thmg
. -e]fe, on tlns fort of pround ao a ﬁm,
*-'crop, and very often the crop is not con-
“temptxble. )

The cole feed, if 1t plodqce ever fo
‘ "'hgnt a crop, Wln be of vaft allvantage, as
4t will mvxte the fheep upon the land

,‘and theu treadmg, and manure, will be ‘

-’of great benoﬁt Thoy ‘may be kept on
f‘fuch pats, from the Iatter end of No-
, 'vember, to the rnddle of Aprﬂ in fpedm
ing off this crop. Tho next fummw
‘tuv‘mps (hould follow, acco1d1ng to the
"ﬂmode of cultwatlon 1 have deferibed in
‘another p]ace Upon thlS fort of land,
1 '@he whoie crop of turmps ﬂlO ﬂd be fed
Cox e offy

L 5 L it e oo e o A A e et AL
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off, where they grow, contrary to the

practice which I recommend upon an ims
proved farm. Two forts of ftock’ will

‘be proper. for the confumption of the

crop. The tuxmps.fhould be hurdl_egl off
in fmall lots. The firft parce] of cattle

thould be ftock, defigned for the butcher,

and fthould have a frefh bait every day,
The other parcel may be lean, or ffore=

“cattle, which will thrive well on” the re-

fafe. After thefe turnips, barley, with
grafs feeds, may be fown; and thefe
grafs feeds thould be continued at leaft

two years. When the land is broke up
dgain, it will be fit for a regular courfe
of hufbandry. And about this ‘time, it
‘will be proper to begin cafting the clay,
~marl, or chalk, which-ever-may be- eafieft

come at. The land W111 want fome fuch
affiftance, to finifh its improvement; and
it will be improper to lay ‘it on before, as

‘the ground ought to be firk fettled

In the courfe -of my praéhce, I have

~ been inftrumental in- the 1mprovement of

H 4 ~ confider-
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confiderable tralts of land, of tﬁ1s foxt« A.

and have generally found it anfwer ex-

tremely well ; for if the foil be tolerably_

good, and the method of improving it
prudently confidered, it is very often ap

eftate created, at g moderate expence. The
beft method of i improving Waﬁe lands is,

that which iends to the mutual 4dvantage

iof ldn(ﬂozd and tenant. Th,1s may be

eafily done, by accommodating the latter
with a leafe of thirty years, and allowing

him all the furze, fem, or whatever rnay'
be upon the Jand, at tﬂe time the i mprove= .’
gnent is begung together w;t_h all he can

grow upon’ it, during the firft t‘h_reeﬂv year_é
of the term, without requirinr‘r any ad-
~vance of rent. In the mean while, the
-lanemld fhould be at the ex Zpence, of.
erecting all neceflary, new fences, gates,
‘and buildings; and, at the end of the firk
three vears, be ai the farther expence of
half the charge of marling, chalkngy or
claying ;. Whlch half of the expencc will
be, from tmrty fhllhnvrs to a..j‘.ii”fiC Pounds

an

]
B
i

i

L oyes 1 |
au ame, according to the dlﬁance, and
difficulty, in getting the manure.  Herg

the landierd’s whole expence ends. - Far

the next. three years, the tenant. fhould
pay five {hillings an acre, yearly ; for the
;next {even years, {feven and fix pence an

}acre 4,' and for the remaining : feventeen

years ¢ of the dermfe, ten fhdhngs an acre;

fwhlch may | be fuppofed to be the medium

value of t‘ns fort of land when the culti-
yatmn 1s completed Some, of courfe,‘

;Wﬂl be of anore, and fome of lefs value.

‘This method I have known to anfwer,

~ but, Whele a gentleman has feveral farms,

in the nenghbourhocd of any large wafte,
Wthh he wants to improve, it will be
be{’c to d1v1de the ob_;eé’c among feveral
tenants, as lefs ‘expence will be requned
in buﬂdmgs Befides, where a man takes
a large tract, fufﬁcxent for a farm of 1tfelf
he will be feven years in cleanng, and
“breaking the Whole of i it up; and it is not
reafonable, to expeét that hlS leafe of
thnty years fhould commence, before the

t1ms

o
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- This eftimate is drawn, as though the
whole of the 5oo acres were broken up;,
1{1 thc ﬁrf’; year, and brought into condiw:
‘tion, to receive the chalk, marl, or clay,

the fourth year, as it fhews the advantage »'

of this improvement in a clearer manner
than it could pthérwife,hévé been dOhej
The fame fcale of calcula{tion may be
applied, to a greater, or lefs, proportion of
ground, e PO

-CULTUREV

'

SISV R,
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CULTURE OF TURNIPS:

¥ HE culture of turnips being one
 of the moft capital branches in
agriculture, and the beft method by no
means generally underftood, I fhall give
an exa& defeription of the Norfolk prac-

tice, originally brought into that country

from Flanders ; and annex fuch remarks
ﬁpon"the- ufe, and advantage, of this
cXcéllent root, -as may recommend the
fame mode, in other parts of the kingdom,

 where this part of hufbandry is not fo well

underftood.

In Norfolk, this crop anfwers three
m_ateriai purpofes : it cleans the ground,
which has been fouled by other crops;
fupports a vaft deal of ftock; and is an
excellent preparative for. almoft "every
fucceeding crop, particularly for barley,
and grafs-feeds. The Norfolk farmer,
- fenfible
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fenfible of its great importance, {pares
1o paing, of expence; in the cultivation:

He confiders it as his fheet: anchor, or

the great object on which h1s chief dex

penddnce is built: :
Whieat, bdrley,, or Gat- ﬁ:ubble is gene<
lally chofen; for thé bringing on turnips.
The ground fhould be ploughed very.
{hallow {fome timeé before Chriftmas, {6
as to fkim off the tough furface only 3
and in- the month of March followmg, it
ﬁzould be well harrowed ; and, after har-
rowing, Have a trofs- ploughng to its full

depth. If any weeds thew themfelvco, it

fhould be harrowed again; about a week;
or ten days, after this fecond p‘ioughmg,,

bt if the land be in a clean ftate, it is

better without this harrowing ; for, the
1ougher it lies, the better. In thi§ {ftite;

it may remain till the middle of May,
when the Lent feed-time will be finithed,

and the farmer at leifure.td work, and
attend, his fummer-lays, At this time;
it thould have another ploughing, of equal

depth

B N A AN A e SN AR
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[ore J
~ depth to the laft; and, if the weather Dé.
dry, and the {oil ftiff, be immediately har-
rowed after the plough. If the fGil be

light, it may fuffice to do it at any tlme,; ,

within 2 weck. -~ By the beginning of:
June, the ground ought to be perfectly
clean; and if the ploughings here recom-
mended, be not fufficient for that purpofe,
more {hould be beftowed. About this
time, upon a fuppofition that the grounci
be cl(:tanﬁ ten good cart-Jloads of manure
fhould be hid on to an acre, regularly:

fpread, and ploughed in quite freﬂa, 'gbout; ,

half the depth of the two fosgner plough-

ings; unlefs the land has been manured .

for the preceding crop; in which cafe,

- the manure may be fpared for turnips,
as it fometimes is, though always well

beftowed, if it can be had in {fufliciens

- "quantities. In this ftate it may remainy

#ill about the twenty-firft of June, when:
it muft be well harrowed, to blend the

foil and manure together. Thus harrow-
ed, it muft be ploughed to its full depth ;.

‘and
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4nd the harrows drawn over the grourid;
only once, the fame 'Way it is ploughed;
The feed is then 1mmed1ately fown, uport
the flefh earth ; not éven waiting for the

ploughmg of a fecond ridge: A guart of

~feed is the quantity generally fown upon
an acre. The feed is to be well har-

rowed i in, only twice, the faine way as the
ground was ploughed. The beft, and

neateft; finith is, to walk the horfes;

which draw . the harrows; the firft time;
and trot them the laft; ‘The harrows
fhould be fhort-tined, and, the lighter

they are, the better. The width of the

fidges may be varied, from four to ten

yards, accordmg to the natural Wetnéfs;,-‘

or drynefs of the foil. The manure may
confift of one-fifth maiden~-eaith, rmarl,

" old cement from walls, or almoft any

‘Jbblﬂ] and four-fifths muck ; which

fhould be laid together, fome time in the

winter, the mick on the‘t'op ; and fhould

be turned over, and well-mixed together,
at leaft a fortnight before it is made ufe
S . . . . ’ Oﬁ v

.
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of. . If the foil be light, the muck cannot

be too thort, nor-'too rotten; but if . the

foil be fiff, and cohefive; the longe1 the:
muck is, the better, Jbecaufe it will keep
the - ground opén ;. and land for turnips
cannot lie too light. There is -another.

manure, which ‘anfwers extremely well
for. turnips, wviz: malt- -duft, “or combs,

~about twenty facks to an acre; each fack
‘containing as much as can ‘be ‘heaped
upon -three buthels. . The price, at this

time, -in Norfolk is,. one thilling and»rfine
pence a ‘fack; which is not very- dear,
when the eafe of the' carnage is confider-
ed for a waggon will carry enough for

thlee acres. 'This fometimes is only har-a.

rowed in, inftead of being ploughed in;
for it ought not to be buried above two

',@gches at moft. Some {fort of manure is
eflentially neceflary for turnips; and the

liberal ufe of it -is, perhaps, one of the

| _prmmpal caufes, why the fly does not de-
troy the plant in .No;ffo//é, {o often as in

many other counties.. 'The ground, by
' I -~ this

i
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this treatment, being in good heart, and

the fowing of the feed fo timed, as. to
‘make it flrike root, juft as the manure

begins to-operate upon the land, the _»plan_t
is generally puthed on with fuch vigotr,
that the rough leaves form the fooner,
and put it out of danger ‘much. earlier,

‘than in thofe counties where they do ot
- manure, and take thefe precautxons. For

there the plants come up fo weak, and
languid, that they are oftc;n deﬁrqyed in
their infancy, which has always been 2
great difcouragernent to the cultivator.

The niceft part of the turmp-huﬁ)andry
yet remains to be treated of, ¥z, Hoemg,
‘without which all the former labour is
thrown away. = Ground prepared, and
treated in the manner béfore-defcribed,
will, in about a month ‘from the time of
fowmg, if the feafon be kind, produce
plants large enough for hoemg If they
cover a {pace of three inches in dla'rh'é‘teljR
‘they will be of a'proper fize ; "and thould
then be hoed with a ten~inch hoe, and fet
‘ ‘ at

1
i
¢
3
H
i
i

Lo

.:éfi}ﬁifffe"éﬁ inches apart; without paymg
 any regard to the apparerit health, in the
.choice of thofe which are left. The ex-
pence’ ‘of the firft Hoeitig is four ﬂnlhngs
‘an acre: - About ten days after ‘the firft
‘hoeing; or a fortnight at fartheft, the
-ground muft be hoed a fecond time, o as

to ftir the mould eﬁ"e&ually between the

plants, and to Check any rifing weeds:
~This fecond hoeing is as beneficial as
the firt.  'The expenééi is '»from,,tvvo thil<

lings to half-a—érovvn an acre. About a

: f‘ortnight or thre'e weeks after Michae]mas,;
~ the. turmps will be fit for confumption ;

and may be ufed from that time to Apnl
unlefs the froft thould injure them. The

-almoft invariable pracice in Norfolé is, to

draw the whole of the crop from wet

dand, and give them to cattle in cribs'i n
the yard, or firew them before their cattle,
‘on fome dry pafture, or clean ftubble-
land. ‘The advantage derived from this

is very great. In the firft place ‘they

avaxl themfelves of ‘every turnip, and the

I2 - cattle

—
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cattle have the comfort to eat them off &
dry place, where they o0 twice as far, and
‘do them more {fervice than' they would
‘trodden into, and picked - out . of the dirt
~where they grew. Even upon light land
.they draw half the crop, that is, every

other ridge, or. every other half-ridge,

-according to the fize of it, and hurdle off
.the other half, to be confumed by bullocks
and fheep in freth portions, as they re-
.quire them; lettmg the fatting ftock in
firft, -and the ftoré-cattle afterwards to
“eat up the offal parts. If ‘the latter are
neat cattle, another great advantage 'is
‘derived by putting them into the firaw-
yards at night, where the extra ‘quantity
of urine, occafioned by feeding on the
turnips in the day-timye,[ycoﬂtributes to-
~wards their making more, and better,
manure than they otherwifc would,

~ This method of drawing one half, and
confuming the- other where " it grows,

. thould be the uni?crfal rule ; but wet

ground will not admit of it. By this prac-

tice
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tice it is clear, that a Norfolk former ma-
nures twice at one expence ; for; half the
turnips confumed where they grow, be-
fides the manure lid on when the crop

- was fown, will leave the ground in an
“excellent ftate for barley, and artificial

grafles ; and the other half frewed before
cattle, on clean pa&ure or f’tubble, will
improve it as much as a moderate coat of
dung: and this very ftubble-land in- Nor-
fol,é, is often fown with turnips the fuc~
ceeding year, without any other manure,
and does very well; but, when this is the
cafe, the ftubble cannot receive the firft
ploughing till March. There is 'fqiné-
thing {o rational in this mode of cultivat--
ing turnips, and the benefit refulting from
it is fo obvious, and conﬁdcra‘a le, that it
is a matter of wonder how any farmer can
hefitate in ‘adopting the practice: yet I
have never found that perfuafion alone
will prevail with men, accuftomed to a
different method of culture ; and am in- .
ghned to bcheve, that nothmg will be a

‘ 1 3  {ufficient
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fufficient mducement but example, which
fhould be fet by gentlemen of landed pro=
perty, as Well for their own advantage, as
~ that of the pubhc.~ |

If this method of raifing turnips fhould
. be thonght too exp‘enﬁye? to anfwet in
general pracice, it '{heuld‘be conﬁdered .
that When the crop is good, twenty acres
wﬂl fatten at leatt ﬁfteen buHOcks, and
. fupport ten followers, or {tore- cattle, for
- twenty-five weeks, or ﬁ1eep, in the pro=
portion of eight to one bullock hefides
the infinite advantage whxch thls fyflem
.of agrlculture is of to the land, by clean-
ing, mehoratmg, and preparing it for other
~ {ucceeding crops, Whlch is an object very'v
much beyond the former in point of real
profit. For it is ev1dent bevond contra-
diction, that almoﬁ all the Norfolk eftatesv
f have been improved, in the propornon of
forty per cent. at leaft, merely by marling,
anu this method of ralﬁng turnips; and
ymany tl‘oufands of acres which, beforeg,

grevv nmnmg but furze, hng, bzoom,
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and fem, now produce ﬁne crops of corn, :

.....

T he Wlnte loaf or cream coloured

 turnips, are generally eﬁeemed the beft‘

fort, and next to them the purple.,
‘For the mfmmatlon of fuch perfons as :

~‘may not underftand the manner of treating

turnips for feed, it may not be a.rmis to
remark, that if the feed be gathered from
turnlps Wthh are fown for three or four |
years fucceﬁively, the roots W111 be nu-
merous and Iong; and the necks, or part
between the turnips and the leaves, will bg
very coarfe and big ; and 1f they be tranf-

planted every year, thefe parts will be too

fine, and the tap-roots will dxmlmfh too
much. The beft way is, to gather the
feed from the turnips which are tranf-

| planted one year,. and fown the other; or,

if they be tranfplanted once in three years,
it will keep the ftock in very good condi-
tion. 'The method of tranfplanting is; to
take up the turnips chofen for feed about

o Ig Chnﬁ:mas,
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Chriftmas, to cut off' their tops, and te

plant them as near the houfe as poflible;

“that the birds may be kept off the better ; :

which is a matel ial confideration, for they

- are very fond of the feed, which will be ﬁt

to gather in July.

In many parts of England the reafon,.
aqigned by farmers for not growing tur=
nips is, that the ground ‘is too wet ‘to

admit of their being fed oﬁ" They will
often allow that they can gxow turnips,
but think them of no value, unlefs they
can confume them on the fpot. ThlS,
to a No;y‘a/ic Jarmer, would be no reafon
at all ; for there are vaft tra@s of land
with thcrn in the fame . fituation ; and
when they cannot eat their turnips where
they grow, they draw them without hefi
tatmn, and almoft to the fame advantage.
‘This obje&tion therefore falls to the
_grouna, and it may be afferted with con-
fidence, that if othcr countles would. copy
~this plaéhce of - srrovvmg, and drawmg
then‘ turmps, ,there might be five times
the quannty raifed. that there now is.
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I ‘cannot clofe this fub_]e& without

“wventuring to give even the Norfolk Jarmer
one piece of advice, Wthh I flatter myfelf

Wﬂl be of feerce to h1m, 1f he Wﬂl attend
to 1to o

“In very - hard fro{’cs, it is a d1fﬁculty to

PlLk the turmps out of the ground and

the poor cattle are obliged to thaw them

in their mouths, before thcy are able to eat

them. 'The froft, when it fucceeds a wet
feafon, and then breaks into a fudden thaw,

is very apt - to rot the turnips ; and in the
latter part of the wmter thofe which are
ftill left in the ground are apt to draw,
and exhautft it very much, without doing
themfelves any good, but rather injury, by

running into ftem. To remedy thefe in~
conveniences, I think it would anfwer

extremely well, to fink fome few beds in
the ground where the turnips grow, about
two feet deep, of a conﬁdelabIP width, and
to lay five or fix layers of turnips into
them one upon another, with a little freth
;g:g;'th between each layer, and to cover

the
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the top over Wlth Pcravv, to keep out the

froft 5 or elfe to carry them home, or into
fome clean field where they are meant to

be confumed and to p11e them up in fmall
ftacks with the greens outward, a httle |

clean ﬂ:raw between each layer, and at laﬂ:
to cover, or fkreen ‘them with wattles or
hurdles lmed Wlth ftraw.,  If this were
done in fmall propornons, (I do not mean
generally) it would certainly afford the
cattle great comfort in frofty Weather,
would preferve many turnips from the

rot, which are now deftroyed ; and would .
difpofe of them better than by fuffering

them to remain till the middle of Apul

exhaufting and impoverithing the land, =

CULTURZE
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' EULTURE OF COLE, OR RAPE-SEED.

'S this plant is valuable in itfelf, and

may be often interwoven with dif-

ferent forts of grain to very great advan-
tage, by changing the’ fucceflion, where
the courfe of hufbandry is but little varieds
I fhall, for the benefit of fuch gentlemen

as may be unacquainted with its nature,

\ defcube the foil Wthh fuits it, the beft

mode of cultwatmg 1t, and 1ts different
ufes.

Cole‘ feed requlres good land and if

1t has been long in trllage, a loamy, or
mixt, f01l does beft. Very fiff clay is

- not furtable to it, and thin-fkinned, poor,

land is wholly 1nappoﬁte, but fen-land,
malfh Jand, and almoft any old paf’cure,
generally produces great crops of it 3 and

it often fucceeds well upon fuch newly
S cultrvated

DL R
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cultivated commons as, in their natural

flate, produce thorns and furze.
The ground is to be prepared exa&ly

in the {fame manner as for turnips, which -

I have particularly déferibed in treating
of that plant, If the groand 1t is fowed
upon be freth- broken up, it fhould be

| ’ﬁrf’c ‘made perfeé’cly clean ; but if it be

fown upon land, which has been before
in a courfs of tillage; wheat, barley, or
oat-ftubble is the beft to make choice
of; and the firft ploughing thould be

carly in the autumn. If jt follow wheat,

then barley, or oats, with grafs feeds, '

thould follow the cole-feed ; but if it
‘follow oats or barley, then wheat fhould
fucceed it; which delights to grow after

it better than after any other crop, and is

always of the beft quality; and as the

cole-feed will be reaped o carly as July, .

the ground will admit, if neceﬁary, of two,
and fometimes three ploughmgs before the
Wheat feed-tlme. The feed is to be fown;

“the laft week in July, or the firft week

in
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in Auguft.. If the land be not frefh, or in

good heart, it thould be manured in the

‘fame prop01t10n, ~with_the. fame fort of
_manure, and in the fame- manner - as. 1
dhave recornmended for the. turnip-crop.
Two quarts of feed are, in general, enough -
for an acre; unlefs the cultivator {hould

prefer ploughing, mf‘cead of harr owing, it

~into the ground; in  which cafe three quarts

will be neceffary; and the furrows muft

~be very narrow, and fhallow. If the foil
be rather light, I beheve the laft method

is the. beft. As foon as the plants are as
big as the top of a radifh, when drawn for
‘the table, they are to be hoed, with a
fimaller hoe than that which is ufed for
turnips. 'The rule is, to fet them from
fix to nine inches apart, according to their

apparent vigour, or. the goodnefs of the

land. One hoeing is enough; the ex-

pence fix fhillings an acre. Thus far at- "

tended to, the crop will remain, Wxthout
req_ulrmg any other trouble, than proteé’c-»

“ing it from eattle, ¢ill the latter end of June,
' . or.

i
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of the beginning of July followmg, wheti
it will be’ ripe. - The crop is then to be
_reaped, (the nearer the ground the better)

and'laid over the fame. ground where it

‘zrew, in very thm grips, -or gavels. In
about ten days, or a fortnight, accordxng
to the weather, having been once turned
in that time, it will be fit to thrath ; which
i done in the field, upon cloths laid upon
a fmooth part of the ground, or elfe upon
Wattles, ‘or hurdles, ‘laid over ftools of
pxeces of ‘wood ; one end being elevated
more than the other to fhoot off the

.ﬁraw, with clo'ehs underneath to catch
the feed. “The laft method is the beft,

<tho1jgh'not the moft common. It is

~ ‘brought to the thrathing - place upon
Vﬂedgés,_drawn by one horfe, the bottom
‘and fides of the fledge being lined with
cloth; to catch the feed, which fheds in
‘the removal. The feed fhould likewife
‘be ‘winnowed, or cleaned, in the field;
and being -pu't into facks, is then fit for
-market. This is often a very profitable

Ccrop ; .

{"
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tfoij", for it the fml be- proper fot it, forty
or- ﬁfty buthels may be expe&ed upon an

~dcre: thefé have been 1nﬂa.nces when thé
| produce has amounted to “cighty bufhels.
- The pI‘lCC mdced varies, from- four thil-
hngs to fev‘en fhlllmgs and ﬁx pence a

bu{hel accordmg to the quantity ‘grown,
and the kindnefs or unkindnefs of the
feafon ; it being much fubject to blight,

and mlldew, and its value, in fome mea-
Mure, is governed by the-good or il fuccefs

of the whale-fithery. = The expence of

reaping, turning, thrathing, dreffing, and

putting it into ‘the bags, is from one"pound
to one pound five thillings ‘an acre. I
fhall follow the feed no farther, as I'am
not ac’cIuainted”Wi’fh ‘the ‘manner. of ex-
tracting the oil, ‘and- preparmg the cakes,
which is a feparatc branch of buﬁnefs,

but ‘the ufe thofe cakes are of i in- fattmg )

cattle, and manuring lind, is not inconfi-

~ derable, being worth a,t thlS tlme four

pounds a ton.
 The frraw (preferved from’ Wct) may be
| ufed
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ufed for hghtmg ﬁres, heating ovens, cofi+

pers, and;. burnmg in bnck kilns ; i but is

not of .much value for manure. = The

chaff and colder is generally burnt on’ the |

{pot, . amgl the athes fpread about . the

ground.. The ftubble, if the foil be clofe;
is ufeful to. the next crop 5 but if the fo;l r

be light,. I do not apprehend it to be of any
fervice. . . o

As I foh the cultrvator to be ac-
quainted with, all  the difadvantages, as
well as proﬁts,vof this&:rop, l -would
have him take notice, that When it is
cultxvated for feed it cofts as much, in

_putting . into the. ground ‘as a crop. of

turnips: and, flanding a whole year,
takes up the fame time as a.turnip and
barley crop together ;- but as the ground

- W111 be ﬁtted to receive a better fucceed-

41ng Crop,: than that of barley after turnips,
it. will- be frequently found -as p1oﬁtable;
as both the other; and m that cafe, for
the benefit of change and variety, it wﬂl

fometrmes be Prudent to give it the pre=.

ferenceo
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feteﬁcé‘.‘ I may add, that this. c1op 13‘
e'Xceedmgly ufeful in cleaning land, and is .
ofa meliorating nature.

- There are many people;, who cultrvate
this plant merely for feeding cattle, and

an exceeding good practice it is. The

ground is prepared, and fown in the famé
manner, as for the crop I have: juft de-

{cribed; but in this cafe there is no ne-
_ceflity for hoeing. It is fed off, as occas
fion may require, from the beginning of

November to the middle of April ; and

~ when this is the» cafe, barley, and grafs=
feeds are fown the fame year upon it,

almoft always with good fuccefs. Before
Chriftmas, ncthing is better for fatting

" dry ewes, and. old theep of all kinds 5 and

after Chriﬁmas it is better than any thing

~for ewes and lambs. When fed early in
the winter, if the froft be not fo fevercv

as “to rot the flalk, or ftem, it will fprm9

"agam the beginning of Aprxl o

it
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It is generally {uppofed, that this ﬁ:ed . L

is a great exhaufter of land ; and fo it 1s," N |
if it be to_o frequently repeated, but it
may be fown, without prejudice, every
fourteenth year for a crop, or every
feventh for feeding cattle, but not of-  § e | : e
temer, | ~}  FP\HE foil for hops fhould neither be

- | | fandy, perous, or gravelly; cohe-
five elay, or moor; but a g‘enérous, rich,

CULTURE OF HOPS:

~ loamy mould, of at leaft eighteen inches |
depth; of equal quality ; the deeper the
better.” It muff not be liable to 1n‘]ury“
from floods, or {prings.  The fituation
thould be open to the fouth, and fouth~
eaft, but well ﬂaeltexed on the other

the winds; from that _quarter, are often

Vlolent, and boifterous; and do more in-
jury to the crop, than even the northern

winds. Old pafture-land of the before»~~

mentioned quality generally does beft. It

j thould be broken up in the autumn
CUI‘.TU’RE » 1 fometimes it is ploughed, and fometimes
 dug, but the latter practice is beft. In

. Kz  the
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“the beginning of March the holes dee
figned to receive the plants, fhould be
made, at the diftance of fix feet and a
half a part; and 1300 of thefe holes may
be contained in an acre. They fhould

be fo ranged, or difpofed, as to form .

ftraight lines every way. Each hole is
~to be a foot deep, and eighteen inches
‘diametér, and to be filled quite full, of
fome good compoft, made of rotten
muck, and freth maiden-earth well mix-
~ed, and incorporated together, at leaft

nine months before it is appropriated to

this ufe. . After the holes are \thus filled,
and the plants introduced, the compoft

fhould be a little trodden by men’s feet,
~efpecially round the plant, fo that it may .
be prefled down, about two inches be- -
low the common furface of. the ground |

The original price of the plants is fix
pence a hundred,fwhlch is reckoned at
fix fcore. Seven roots or plants are fet

in one hole, one in the center, and the

Qt}'ez fix, fozmmg a circle round it, at

equal |

bed in the margin ;

‘the hole, as defcri~ §
the feven dots, con~ - X
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| equal diftance, and

o "}‘(,' o .
at about four m_chesj g W%%Z( .
from the outfide of :

tained in the cir- =) _
cle, reprefentmg the “2e o it

| plants. The roots -
are fet tvvo inches aeep in the compof’t
with only the top ‘of the ftalk juft out;

and after ‘they are fo fet, the Whole of the,

~ plants are covered over about two mche_s

deep, with fome of the native foil made
fine, and drawn lightly over the compott,

which will fill the hole even with the;
Acommon level of the ground. ‘

It is not prudent to fow any thing, the
firft year, with the young plants, except
onions ;- which may be donein thé month
of March, when the hops are fet; and
this'\"g’enerélly proves a very valuable crop.
'They are much better than any thing elfe,
b»caufe they admit a2 more free circulation

‘ K3 - of
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‘of air through the plantation, In each
~of thefe holes (Wh1ch in future, muft bg

dlf’cmguﬁhed on account of their increaf=
ing bulk, by the appellauon of hills) there

-~ thould be fet, pretty early in the {pring of

the firt year, two fmall ficks of about
two or three yards long, to teach the

- young binds to climb; and three in num-
ber fhould be led up each ftick, and tied
; ’Wl‘i‘.}‘ meadow- ruﬁ fedoe, or fomething of

a fimilar quahty, two or three times, as

occafion may require, in the courfe of the

fummer. . The glound fhould be  kept

| partxcularly clean from weeds, and rubbifly

of all kmds, and the hills fhould be

‘moulded twice in ‘the courfe of the firfk

vear; the firft time, in the middle of

- May, and the next, in the béginning of

Auvuf’c Here ends the firt year 'S ex+
pence, : and trouble.

In the courfe of the enfuing winter

it will be neceflary s to provide poles. - f

the hops be luxuriant, and ftrong, twa
poles will be fufficient for each hill, or-

¥ twg
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gwo thoufand fix hundred to an’ acre.
But if the plantation be languid; and
weak, every other hill fhould have three
poles ; which will requiré 3250 to an
acre. But, though the weakeft plants will
require the greateﬂ: number of poles;
yet, as they will not rcqmre them fo long,
or fubftantial, the expence “of the poles

‘will be nearly equal, in both cafes. The |
‘pnce of poles varies, of courfe; 1n different

ne1ghbou1hoods, »very confiderably ; but
the medium price may be conﬁdc‘red‘
from fifteen to twenty fhillings a hun-

dred, at the ftub, without reckoning their.

‘carriage.

When the poles are brought to the‘

| ground they thould be unloaded at the

outfides of the’ plantatlon, and carried
upon mens thoulders to the places of
Pohno

- No muck Xely compoﬁ is neceflary for

the iecond year ; but the ground muft be

dug in the autumn, m the fame manner

as it was the firft year, In the month of

. K4 March-
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March every. year, after the firft year's

Plantmg, the hills muft bé opened, and

the plants drefled, by cutting off the old,
“laft year’s bearmg ftalks within two joints
of the root ; and if any of the plants have
falled or are found in a ﬁckly ftate, othels
| muf’c be fubﬁltuted in their ftead, In

domg of which care muft be taken, to
dig the earth fufficiently deep abont each

ftock, or root, that all defects may be dif-
covered, and that there may be room to
cut off all the old ftalls.  When the
plants are thus vifited, and drefled; the
- earth fhould be raked back upon themo

"The beft of the prunings will ferve for
:ﬁcfh plantations,

The general rule for pohng is, ,when |

the binds have fhot about two or three
mches out of the ground. Three or four
binds fhould be conducted up each pole,
and confined, by bfemor tied with meadow-
rpﬁ)es,_ or fedge, as . before-defcribed ;
m"which muit be repeated three or four -

tunes, as occafion may require, Someé- -

times,
;mcq?}_
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timies, when the poles are long, and the
plants vxgorous, it is neceﬁ'ary to have a

“Jadder to tie them on the top.

This bufinefs requires part1cu1ar atten=
tion at the beginning of the fummer.
When fhort and flender poles are fetto a
hill, where binds may happen to"be ex-
ceedingly florid, and ftrong, it will be
worth while to remove them to another

\ hlll where they are weaker, and to bring

other poles which are fironger in their
room, The expence is a mere tnﬁe ;
and the advantage derived from thxs at-

tention is often” very conﬁderable. All

fuperfluous binds fhould be taken away,
fcveral times, ip the courfe of the fummer;
‘except two only upon each hill, which
fhould be referved, to fupply the place of
“fuch as may happen to be 1njured, in
being firft led yp the poles. Such injuries
frequently happen, either by the buds be-
“ing bruifed, or their heads beaten off by
wind, or other accidents, to which they
are very liable i m thclr tender infant ftate.

Three
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Three hoeings, in a- {eafon,. are eﬁ’entlally

neceflary ; in the begmnmg of May, June,

and July; and at each hoeing fome mould
thould be dx‘awn upon the hills, to keep
the roots of the plants moift. They muft
likewife be once moulded, pretty early in
the month of AuO'uPc 5 and if this be done
foon after rain, it is the bettei ; and there=
fore it may fometimes be ‘done, on this
account, a little fooner or later than the
cuﬂomary time. This is the whole which
will be requxﬁ ey t1ll the crop be ofa.-e
thered. : |

As foon as the hops are ripe, and fit to
pick, the poles are drawn with an Zlg/lll‘ll-
ment 1 moft places, called a pulling-hook,
Four fkeps will be neceﬁ'ary for every
acre ; and four women, or children, may
conveniently make ufe of one tkep, If

~the weather be- tolerably fine;, they will

be able to pick an acre in ten days, or a
fortmght From ten to fourteen hundred

“to an acre, is efteemed a good crop; but

&here are inftances of twenty hundred be-

ing
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ing grown upon an acre ; which, at five
'pounds a hundred amounts to an hun—-

dred pounds an acre, DBut thls feldom
ens,

haljfs foon as the hops are plcked ’they.

are carried to the kilns to be dried ; and

;a.bout five or fix days after they are dried,

it will be a very good time to bag them.
The beft way of bagging | is, to have a

hole cut in a chamber-floor, or loft, to

the juft fize of the bag, the mouth of

which muﬁ ‘be fixed to a, frame, laid . upon
the floor, with the . bottom part hanging

* fufpended below. A man then gets into

the bag, ‘with a heavy weight ;. which he

keeps removing, to the place where he is |

pot immediately treading. " The clofer
they are prefled into the bag, the better ;
| ‘becaufe Lhey preferve their colour, fmell
and tafte, the more. A few hops are tied

apart, in the four corners of the bag, for_

the convenience of .removing them, as it
were, with handles. |

‘There are {ome ‘neceflary rules, to be .

obferved

b
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obfervcd in refpe& to the duty ; but as
every cultivator of hops ought to be par-
ticularly inftructed upon this head, it will
~be advifeable for him, to have a real copy

- of the excife-law for his guldance.f

Soon “after the hops are picked, the

poles thould be cleared of the binds, and

fet up in fquare ftacks, or piles.. - About
thirty or forty poles fhould be fet to each
~corner, and each corner props its oppofite.
"The four corners fhould ftand twelve feet

apa;t, every way, at the bottom ; and the

tops of the piles thould unite, and be in-
terwoven ‘together, as clofe as- poﬁible.
Between the  four corners below, there
‘will be an open free paffage, which, admit-
ting a free circulation of air, will con-
tribute greatly to the prefervanon of the
poles. -~

The bmds, 1f got up perfe&iy dry, and

laid under cover, will make tolerable fuel

for coppers, ovens, and brick-kilns.

Although muck is to be omitted the

fecond year, it is abfolutely. neceffary,

- every

[ 11 )

-every year afterwards, in the proportion

of twelve good cart-loads to an acre, well
mixed, and. incorporated : together with

fifteen loads of frefh, vvirgin-,-earth, for

near twelve “months - before it is ufed.

"This is one thing which makes the cul-
‘ture of hops exceedingly expenfive ;- but

the quantity here defcribed is abfolutely -

neceﬁ"my.- Indeed it is the moft material -

part.  This compoft thould be carried on

~ the ground with fmall carts (thofe of
three wheels drawn by one horfe are beft) .

before the ground be dug in the autumn,

~and 1a1d m ‘fmall heaps; and. fhould after~
wards be mcorporated with -the mould

fu11oundmg each hill, at about the d1f-
tance of a foot from it.

“The old ftock ought to be Pcubbed up,
and renewed, every tenth or twelfth year ;
and it is moft prudent, to break up a due
proportion. of the old,’ and to plant an

equal quantity of new every year, or every

other year, to keep up a regular {uccef-

fion ; and to do it by gradual expence,
: : and

—
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As to the duration of the poles, the beft © " Afh-poles eftimated at 3250 to an’) -
will not Taft above fix, or elght years. i B acre fuppofed to laft eight years, | : Y
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proﬁt is apt to miflead young planiters;

who very often promxfe themfelves more
than they ought. - It is likewife apt to
induce fome people to plant hops, upon
foil i1l calculated for their growth."

“When the ground is perfe&ly fmtable

for the crop, and {o ﬁtuated as to com- ,

mand a fufﬁmency of poles, hands for

pxckmg, and ‘manure at a moderate ex- -
- pence 5 hops are’ certamly an obje& of
great profit; "and lind bemg enrxched |
‘and at the fame time perfe&ly cleaned, by

their culture, is left in the beft of all con-

ditions for bemg laid down with- grafs.'

But, as they 1 require an mﬁmte deal of at~
teption, and fo great a quantity of manure,
when farmers cultivate them, except it be

~in the neighbourhood of towns, they do it

*o the ruin of all the reft of the farms.
This is very evident in the counties of
IVarcq/}er, and Hergfbrd where it is very

common, for'a farmer who occupies two
| ‘_hundred acres of land, to apply the greateﬂ: o
part of hls muck to the nourifhment, and

fupport‘

[ otds ]
flipport; of about ten or a dozen acres of
hops, and to negle& every improvement
upon thirty or forty acres of pafture-land,
nierely for the fake of its producirg him

alder poles’ for his plantation ; which paf-

ture-land might often be doubled in value,

- if the alder-ftools were extirpated, and the

land properly drained.  Farmers fhould
therefore be checked ~when they aim at
ralﬁng t00 great a propomon of hops; not
only for the reafons beforementloned but
becaufe the article is precarious in its na-

’ tu1e, and when a fallure happens, theyi
are unable to dxfcharge their rent. The

regular produce of a farm brmgs more
certain profits. In fhort, the bufinefs of

_ cultlvatmg hops, and farmmg, is mcompa~
nble ; each requiring conftant attention.
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ObbERVATIONS RDLATIVD TO BUILD-
INGS AND REPAIRS. o

PO

HE firft obje& in the mana gement
“of an eftate is, to dlfCOVCl‘ and

vgdopt all praé’ucable miodes of 1mprove~

ment upon the land. The fecond relates
to fklll, dnd frugahty, in the conﬁruéhon
of fuch neceﬁary buﬂdmgs as the ef’cate

may requlre, and care, and contrlvance, in

their occafional repar ation.
| Thc followmg general rules refpe&mg

new ereCtions may be W01th obfervmg.

« Not to build any thmg but what will
 be really ufeful. To build upon a finall
« compaét fcale, and as much as pofiible
“ u\po'n {quares, or parallelograms, not in
“ 'angl-es, or notches. To build at all
“ times fubftantially, and with good ma-
« terials, Not to lay any timber into
o ftefh mortar, becaufe the lime eats up,
| | ¢ and

L o145 1 |
5% fand Waftes; the ends of it long. before
¢ the other parts decay ; but to lay the

% -ends into loam, ‘or clay Not to put
¥ any window- frames or- ‘door-cafes into

% new brmk-Work at the time the walls

5 are carned up; but to mtroduce a dif=
L chargmg -piece, of hntel over fiich doog

% and - Wmdow-fpaces. . The reafon  of

the Taft” cauuon 1s obwous ; for as brick- \

work fettles, foon after it is up, “the
Wmdow frames and door-—cafes, on account
of ‘their f’crength wﬂl not “yield - with it;
int occaﬁon cracks and ﬂaws, but When
a “lintel is made ufe of the whole Work
fettles regularly together, and door= cafes‘
and  window-frames may be then intros
dueed, with more propriety than‘before. |
 With refpe& ’tdm‘ateﬁals', tiles or flate

are the ‘beft coveung far houfes, but
| barna and ftables thould be thatched, be~

caufe workmen are always carelefs, in lay=

ing corn and hay'into them; and generally |
| pufh the tﬂes off with their. prongs; and

beﬁdes, thefe buildings, when empty, col~

Loz ~_;1e<9-t".»:

e
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le& a great deal of wind, which is apt te

diflodge them, unlefs they are pointed in

the mﬁde, which encreafes the expence
confiderably, and is never lafhng Reed

is the beft of all covering for barns,
ftables, cart-houfes, &c. . There is a fort
- of reed which, grows in fens, marfhes, and

Wet-lands, {o excellent - for this ufe, that a
moderate coat, if it be well laid on, will

‘endure at leaft half a century, with. very

httle expence of reparatlon and 1t 15 a

.faé’c ‘beyond contradition, that the t1mber

ufed inroofing will laft thlrty years longer,

-when covered thh reed than 1t ‘will

When covered Wlth tiles, The next be{’ﬁ
covering to this is the Somerﬁ{/bzre»reed
which is nothing more than the ftrongeft
wheat - firaw which can be met with,
combed clean from weeds, havmg the
cars of the corn cut off, inftead of being
thrathed, and fo laid on upon the buxldmg
in whole pipes, unbruifed by the flail.

Th:s latter reed may be had in any other‘

eounty, as well as Somw:/éz:/bzre, in fuffi-
' cient

I 149 1
cient quantxty ; and it is abfurd; in the
laft degree, to make ufe of ftraw for

~thatching in any other way, becaufe the
difference of expence in the preparationis
a mere trifle, comp_ared with the difference
of duration -between the- Somw;/é{/bzre—-J

thatch and that of other counties.” The
common, injudicious, {lovenly practice of
beating the ftraw to pieces with the flail,

and then laying it on with fome of the

feeds and many weeds in it; caufes it very
often to grow quite green,- after it is laid
upon the building; and, being bruifed in

all parts, to colle& and retain the wet,
much more than it would if the ftraw
were whole, and confequently to become
~ quite rotten in a few years. When ftraw

is defigned for thatching, it is a good way
to cut the corn. rather earlier than or-

dinary.
With refpect to the timber moft proper

for building, I know of none that is to be

preferred to Spanifh- chefnut, where it can

“be had, becaufe it is very pleafant to work,
| L 3  and

i
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and as durable as oak, though it feldom
bears the price of it. In maritime counw
txes, where oak fells well, and deals are
tolerably cheap, it is beft to difpofe of the
one, and buy the other ; becaufe oak is

genelaﬂy cut to wafte in mofc repairs, and:
deals may be bought of any fcanthng that

may be required. o ‘

In all paling, bahonmg, and other
fences about the homeftall, nothing is
more ufefyl than pollards ; and they thould
always be made ufe of on ‘fu_ch occafions,
becaufe they are generally the produce df
the farm, of little value, and fave better

| tlmber. Sometlmes thpy are ufeful in
fheds, and fmall buildings, for cattle,

Bricks are a very confiderable object, and

. great care fhould be taken in getting them

bf a good quality. 'Upon moft eftates, of

any « con:ﬁderable fize, brxck ear th or- clay,

may Le met with ; and, where th1s is the
cafe, they may be always made, and burnt
in clamps, for one third lefs than they can

be bought at the kﬂnsj and equally good

in

[ 150 ]
in quahty I have had 2 great number
burnt in” this manner, from eleven to .
fou1teen fhillings a thoufand in Narfo/k,
Herz‘jbm//l)zre, GZoucq/z‘w;/bzre, and orcg/

- gerfbire.  The medium price is twelve

fhillings a thoufand where fuel is. reafon-
able. Befides.the dlfference in price, there
is generally a great faving in carriage, whén
gentlemen burn their own bricks.

No materlal/m buﬂdmg requires greater

infpection: than mortar, in which ‘mafons

-are apt to. be deﬁc1ent. Two things are
to be attended to ; the quality of the dif-

ferent articles, and the manner of mixing
"~ them. -

, When new buﬁdmcrs are to be erected,
it is. eﬁ'entlal to choofe the moft fheltered
fpot which can be pitched upon, confiftent
with the fituation of the land ; becaufe it
is prudent, to guard againft tempefls as

~ much as poffible, and becaufe young ftock

thrive much better in warm yards.

Farmers are never fatisfied, with the,

mux‘nber of buildings Wthh are affigned

L4. them 3




[ 152 ]
them; they are particularly craving for a
great deal of barn-room, which make the

expence of repairs extremely heavy,
_Owners of eftates thould therefore be 20w
verned by what is really neceffary, and

not led into fuperfluous expence, merely
by lifkening to a man who pleads his. own
caufe only. ' | |
The moft neceflar v buxldmgs toa farm,
befides a convenient comfortable houfe,
are good accommodations for cattle s 3 fuch

as ﬁable? cow-fheds, calves-pens, and pigs-

cots. Thefe may frequently be fupplied
' by lean-to’s, or otherwife built at a mo~

derate expence ; but barns, which are very

‘expenfive, may often be . contracted, and
much unneceflary charge faved., What
thould be moit recommended 15, ftacking ;

‘Whi(,h ough_t to be dope much more than
it is.  Wheat is certainly better preferved' |

in ueks, than barns; the alr keeps it
{w ecter, and it is more fecured from ver-
im Every barn fhould be fo contrived
3s to haye a rick-ftaddle at each end, ‘apd

a hole

[ 153 ]

a hole in each ‘gable to-pitch the corn nto

it. Upon fmall farms, the barn need not
confift of more than a thraﬂnng-ﬂoor in

‘the middle, and an equal f{pace at each

end Juﬂ to receive the quantlty contamed
in a finall rick, e |
When bricks ean be burnt upon an
eﬁate, upon the terms I have before men--
tioned, nothing is to be preferred to them
for barn, and {ftable-walls ; but where
they come dear, and timber is tolelably .
cheap, feather-edged boards, between the
cills and wall-plates, are next to be chofen,~
and if tarred are very durable. As for '
ftud-work, with brick-work between, or
daubing, it is fo much fubje&t to accident,
that it feldom lafts long, | -
All work, whether old or new, fhould ,

be fet as much as poﬁible by the jobb,

for a fixed fum; always fubjet how-
ever to infpection and approbation when

| ﬁnifhed | '
No new coat of thatch, or covering of
mles, ﬂ]OUld be put upon an old roof
1ot
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not likely to carry it till it is worn out ;

nor any new roof upon old decayed}

walls.

i+In repar'atiOns two points fhduld be at-

tended to, in preference to every “other

confideration, The one is, to keep all

the ground—-cills, or foundatwns, conﬁantly
tight, to prevent the wall or upper part

* of the building from Warpmg, or gettmg

out of its perpendlcular ; the other is, to
keep the thatch, or covering, at all times
whole, to prevent wet ﬁom gettmg in to
damage the timber,

When buildings are very old, and in
bad condition, it is better to pull thern

-quite down, than to be at much expence

in patching them, :
Tenants ought to find IhaW for thatch-,

| mg, becaufe it is the growth of the farm, ,

and to carry all materials for repairs gratis,
becaufe their teams and carriages are ready
on the fpot, and they can often do it at
le1ﬁ1re mtervals, Wlthout rnuch inconve- -
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W hen farms are leafed the landlord

,general‘y engages to. put them in- repair,
and the tenant to keep and leave them fo.
‘But cflates, ander this regulatlon, are very
often negle&ed for when the landlord is
" not called upon, it is very natural for him
g0 be carelefs ; and at the expiration of the -
“demife, there is often a heavy unexpected
.charge brought on, for want of a little
‘timely attention; and it feldom happens
‘that a landlord can prevail on the depart-
ing tenant, to be at much expence in

‘making good defeés, and it is very un-

pleafing to be obliged to compel him to do.

a thing by force. Conftant attention not
only reduces the expence of repairs, but
brings them to a more regular and even

‘charge. Bat as no exertion or affiduity

whatever, in an owner, or fteward, can be
fufficient to attend to every accident, that
“happens upon a large eftate, it feems eflen-
tially neceffary, that the tenant ought
fome-how to be mtereﬁed in the prefer-

vation
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\ V’Vat'ion of the buildings, as well as the
‘landlord ; becaufe as he is always on the

{pot, he can remedy a breach at the ex-

pence of a’fhilling, by taking it in time,

which will coft the landlord a guinea, by
being negleGted. He too, by being on
the {pot, can better attend to the work-

‘men, to f{ee that they do not idle away
their time, when they work by the. day.

This obvious inconvenience has been ef-

feGtually remedied by Mr. Anfon, upon his
_ eftate, under my care, in Norfolk, by agree-
ing with his tenants to allow them all

reafonable accommodations, and all necef-
fary materials for repairs, but that they
thall fuftain the moiety of all expences for
workmen’s wages, unlefs tempéf’cs, or ac-
cidents, fhall bring the expence of fuch
workmanthip, in any particular year, to
more than {ix per cent. upon the rent ; in
which cafe the landlord pays the furpluf-
age. ‘The faving has alreidy heen con-

fiderable ; and as no tenants have a bet-

ter

[ 1357 1

‘ter landlord, nér any landlord a better
fet of tenants, they find mutual con-
~venience, and fatisfaltion, in this regu-~

lation 3 as others may do, if they_ will
imitate it, S o

THE
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frun DEFICIENCY OF TIMBER cousf.s‘

DERED. '

HE decreafe of timber, in thi¢

, ifland; has been much complained
of; and not without reafon; A few years

~ fince; the governmeént took this important
obje& under confideration; The Com-

- miffioners of the Navy, and many other
perfons, weie examined before a Com-~

mittee of the late Houfe of Commons; as

to the quantity; and condition, of the

timber in general througho‘tit the ‘kings

dom. The deficiency was clearly proved;

but the remedy applied was no care to

the difeafe. Inftead of plantmg, and pro-<

teting, the King’s forefts, and encourag= |

ing private perfons to promote the growth
| of timber, in order to keep up a proper
fucceffion, a reftraint was laid upon the

Eaft India Company from bmldmg ﬂups
N - of

%

)

4
4
-
4

1
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of fo large a fize as forrnerly Thls
meafure, inftead of beingof ufe, Was ‘a
rhanifeft dlfcouragement to'the growth of
tunber, becaufe- it p1ecluded ‘the growef‘
from carrying his commod1ty to. any other
market thah the Navy, and’ as Govern-
ent ﬁxes its" own “price, no man, in fus
ture, can be expeé’ced to fuffe1 his timber
to ftand beyond the*fize, hlch he has a
right to’ difpofe of in- -what manner he
pleafes. Govemment undoubtedly fecured
all the tlmber ‘then ﬁandmg, “But effeGu-
ally cut 1tfe1f off from'all’ fa1ther fupply, |

whlé:h it mu{‘c feverely feel in’ the long |
run.

It Would perhaps have been better,
though I- fpeak it with deference, that
nothing had been done in this matter,
than thata proh1b1t10n of this kind fhould
have ‘been - eﬁabhﬂled A Va{’c deal of

grow ing t}«gnber will now ‘be cut, at a

" finaller fize than formerly ; beﬁdes tha.t all

reftriGions which affect trade, or ptivate
property, in any fhape, are impolitical,
and odious. |
o I have

B e o m e o o e i 11 S S e A i e S S T E S S e e e
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. have taken the hberty, to preface my
obfervatlons ‘upon timber . Wlth this re-

| mark‘,melely,tg;fhew, ,t,hat no regulation -

of Government is fo likely to provide a
remedy againft the deficiency -of timber,
as. the prwate attention of 1nd1v1duals 3
and therefore, great as the. obje&,before

- us is, nothing feems wanting, but to con-

vince men, of landed property, of the great
profits which refult from plantmg

That there is a deficiency of tlmber in R

this kmgdom, partlculdrly of oak ev1dent-
ly -appears: from the proceedlngs of the

faid Committee ; and every man who has |

lately travelled much into the 1ntema1

parts of the country, muft be fully fenfible
of it from his own obfervatron. It will

‘therefore be needlefs, to add more to prove

it, but eﬁentla}ly neceffary, to. adopt fome
ehgxble plan, for the future. 1ncreafe ‘and

“prefervation of this ufeful commeodity ;

which I fhall endeavour to fuggeﬁ in the

| ’vfollowmg hmts.

i/

" ‘THE
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"i‘rm MOST USEFUL son'rs OF TIMBER

CHARACTERIZED.

IN CE the "rhb(ierm fathion of ofnax :

‘menting cbuhtrylfeats,’ and villa’s, has
prevailed, almoft every gentleman’s attens

‘tion has been taken up in that mode of

plantmg ; and many of them are apt to
confidet themfelves as great. planters,
merely becaufe their habitations are fur-

‘rounded with a thick margm ; half the

trees of which will never be of any na-
tional ufe. I do not howevet mean to

‘infinuate, that this method of plantmg

has no merit; but that it is not the ftyle
of planting which this country requires ;
and that, while gentlemmen attend to the
embellithment of a few actes; they fre=
queritly negle& larger objects, upon fuch
parts of their eftate as lie farther from

M ~ home,

A
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home, and are more calculated for grow
mg better forts of trmber. |
When real ufe only is confidered, we
thall find that a Very few trees, in {peciesy

will be fufficient to anfwer all our pur-

pofes AL s |
'The oak clarms our ﬁrf’c regard : 1ts ufe
18 general,. and - eﬁ'entral, and though ne-

ceflity. might teach us to fhift’ without -

other timber, this alone, when we_ confider
the importance of our. navy, is what we
cannot difpenfe with, without feeling tho
greateﬂ inconvenience.. . |

- Afb is perhaps. the. fc—:cond trmbPr, in
point of atility, though it be far from
being. held in univerfal eQeem, It has
many enemies, becaufe the wet, Which

drips from it, is very noxious to moft other

plants. And as it thoots its roots hori-
zontally, and pretty near the furface,
farmers. have a’ particular diflike to it,
becaufe it interrupts .the .plough 5 ‘buvt‘

When‘its extenfive ufe is confidered for

coopers, wheelwnghts, coach makers,

carpenters,’

| 163 ] o
gar penters, ﬁeve makers, and fbme other
trades ; for hop -poles; ‘hurdles, and many
other purpofes, no wood; except oak
could lefs be {pared; and as its growth
is. qurck I do not know a more proﬁtable
oneé: : ’ o ,
~ Elm is another noblc fort of trmber
being ufeful for thipping, pipes for con=
yeyance of water, millwriglits, and car-

‘penters .ufes. 'There are many {forts of

; but the moft Valuab]e are « the fmczl[-«
s lecwed Englifb elm; and the fmooz‘éz nars
& ppip-leaved elm; by fome called zhe up-

“ right narrow - 2 leaved eln”” This tree

once planted, is planted for ever; as it

{preads itfelf aftonifhingly: It is the beﬂ: |

of all trees in hedge-rows; becaufe it ge=-
nerally grows erect; does leaft damage to

fences, and will ftand much clofer toge=

ther than any other: Some people are
fond of it, merely becaufe it will'bear‘

* lopping better than any other tree: ‘but

the common cuftom of ptruning is very

deﬂ:rué’cwe to the health of the tree, and

M 2 - IDjurious



T ARSI Gt L g

‘[ 164 |

 injurious to the quality of the timber;

and, where this practice prevails, is 2
great blemlfh to the appearance of a

o country

Spanifb chefiut, fometxmes ealled fweet
chefnut, may be claffed among the moft
ufeful trees. In all purpofes of building
it is nearly equal to oak, and generally

reckoned as durable. It is likewife plea- .
~fant to work, and, where it relithes the
~ foil, is quick in its growth. No- timber
deferves our attention, and encouragement, .
more than this; it may be looked upon,

with great propriety, as the oak’s beft fub-
ftitute ; fince it anfwers many purpofes
‘where no ather wood, except ¢ak, would

do.

 Sycamore is ufeful for turners, and is
befides very profitable in ftem-wood.

Beech is ufed for fellies of wheels, and

by cabmet-makers, for making handles to

a great many tools, and for firkins to hold
foap ; is a moft elegant tree for pleafure,

| and omament, and pays extremely well

U.POII.
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upon dry chalky hills, which are httle
calculated for any thing elfe. :

Abele, and white poplﬂr, Whmh are €X
ceedingly quick in their growth, particu-

arly when planted near a running ftream,

make good boards for ordinary repairs ;
and ferve for the purpofes of wheel-
barrows, and the fides of waggons. and

- carts, and may be confidered as an ufeful

fubftitute to the afh, in thofe, and many
other purpofes

Black poplar, aldem, and feveral forts of |

awithe, make ufeful rafters, poles, and ra1ls,

- and planted in the manner hereinafter de-
- {cribed, make a very qulck return. The
latter is likewife ufed by patten- makers,

and fometimes by turners; and where

elm is fcarce, it is often ufed for water-

PIPCS.

“Having, in a curfory way, run over the

different qualities, and ufes, of the moft
,neceﬁaly kinds of timper, and WOod 1

fhall proceed to treat of them more par-

 ticularly.

Ms . The
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The firft maxim in planting is, to make

a judicious choice of fuch trees as our {6il
‘s‘).vill‘. bear ; which is beft f:difcoye‘réd by
jc‘hc trees themfelves, where any happen ta
"-grovsv(" upon it, otherwife the 'obﬁérva.tioﬁ |
muf‘c' be made upon fome other foil, of a
~ ;ﬁmila: hature, where they do gfow‘.i S
o The next maxim is, not to plant the fort
“of tree which the neighbourhood is already
"'i’cockcd._w}‘lth,. | but*[ vice ?ué@/é? )‘.i’hofe':.,"of |
‘which there is the greateft fcarcity. This

s vapgnﬁdcration of great confequence,
'; Jth‘o‘ugh‘ feldom much attendéd to, -
If the foil be appofite, and the country

not over-ftocked, or fo fituated as to ad-

E,I}it o '.‘. . ) e e Lo
t of carriage out of it, give the preference

In madritime counties, and others, where

there is water-carriage, there cannot be

tco much oak, or e/m planted, let the

'f»;ilei\ghbdufho()d be ever fo much ftocked ;

‘ ‘bf’ei’é‘auf‘e th"efek forts, being ufeful in thip-
pmg, will alyyay__s find'a gbdd’mérkét elfe-
‘where, if not at home.  With: other tim.-

ber,

.
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ber, in fome particular inftances, & country-
may be over-planted, and injured by that

~means. N ST
- If all forts of timber be ‘equally {carce,
and dear, plant the quickeft growers ; and
among thefe abele, white poplar, and Dutch |
“apithe, if the foil_/be.nimi{‘c_, fhould have the
preference. L S
- If coal be very dear, it may fometimes
anfwer, to plant merely for fuel ; in which

cafe afb, beech, fycczmoré, mczp/e,"and bazel, '»

‘make excellent ftem-wood upon found
land ; and alder, black-poplars, and withes
of a1l forts, do well near brooks, rivers, or
even upon boggy land. '
_Whén fursze is fcarce, it s not an un=
proﬁtablev thing to plant even that, as it is

very ufeful for ovens; and kilns.” T know

inf’ga’nces of fix pounds an acre being
made every third year, by this crop, upon
land, for other purpofes, not worth above
five {hillings an acre yearly. |

Inthe ncighbourhood of bafket-makers
plant oziers ; which are very pmﬁt/able,Z

and quick in their return. |
M 4 In
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33,jf In hop-countnes plant cyb, and the bong- R |
leaved withe for poles. %
The JUdICmus planter will we1gh all
thefe dlff'erent (:Ircumﬁances, and make DIFFERENT METHODS o;? PLANTING
his own apphcat;xon, but, beﬁdes all that ’ A SUGGESTED' |
| I have Obfer"ed the prlce of cach fort of o ; : BT S o S
. vtlmber, as well as the qmcknefs, or ﬂow_ | . T MXPERIENCE fhews, that thorns,
nefs of its growth muft be confidered, be- | J ' and bufhes, are the natural nurfes-
fore a Juf’c dlfcovery can be made, Wthh is § of all foreft trees, particularly of oak
mof’c proﬁtable. | * and as thefe never grow high, we learn
| i hence too, that oaks do not like any neigh-
% bour to over-top them, longer thén is ne-
_‘ ceflary to protect, and keep them warm in -
‘; - their infancy, till they get good reot, and
' i “are able to expofe the;r heads to the open
gir. -
2 Obfervation will next difcover, that«
| { trees, when they arrive at any confiderable
f - | | ’ fize, do beft in plantations of their own
| | 1 kind only ; oak, for inftance, diflikes the
* " gfb, and feldom thrives well in its com-
| w pany.  This teaches us, to make fome i m-’ .
’ ~ ferior wood fubfervient to that, which we
gfet the greatefc value upon, fo that it may
anfwa:
DIFFERENT -
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anfwer the fame end, to the better fort, as
thoms, and buthes, do in a foreft.
 When large plantations are defigned ta

be raifed, the ﬁrﬂ: bufinefs 1s, to clean a

piece of land for a nurfery, fufﬁcmntly
large for the’ purpofe required ; which

fhould be fecurely fenced round, and tole- |
rably well theltered; but thould be of a
~poorer kind thap is intended for the trees,
‘_wnen they are tranfplanted.

- When the plantation is’ made, it is

“clearly the beft way to plant the oaks,-or

whatever trees are-defigned for timber, at

‘nearly the diftance they dre defigned to
ftand forty .years afterwards; and when
~any fail, to fupply them occaﬁonally This

beft fort, defigned for timber, thould be

planted at the growth -of about feven or

éight feet high; and all the int_érmediat‘e_
fpaces fhould be planted, at the fame time,
with more ordinary plan'ts, fuch as fyca-

- more, and Aor ~fe-chefnut, at the diftance of

about two yards fqual e, and about half the

fize of the -better fort; Wmch will be

When

i SLAST o ki e R A Tt A 5, e A 0 e L
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when they are about two or three years

‘old. Part of thefe, as they advance in
~growth, -thould ‘be chopped down, to
‘thxcken the bottom, 1o keep the better
trees  moift, and warm, As  they . il
' grow on; the remainder fhould be chopped
‘down, by degrees; which: will make a
‘yery fine, and profitable under=waod, about
“the time that the better fort of trees will
‘want to- {pread  their branches, and be
‘¢lear: above. This method of  raifing
~ timber in plantatlons, muft be allowed to
be a nearér imitation of nature, than the
- common way of plantmg a variety of forts
-~ together, of equal age, fuch as oak, afb,
elm, beech, chefnut, and many others; and
experience, the beft of all evidence, has

always proved it. The common method

' of planting has this great difadvantage at-
tending it—the planter has not the heart_
to-cut down valuable trees, when the plan~‘

tation wants thinning, though they ftand

. too thick; and if he fpare them at fuch

acr 1ﬁu, hc fgoﬂs the whole plantation ;

- but
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“%ut he would feel no remorfe at cutting
\down a Z)ofjé chefnut, or a fjcamore, to
promote the growth of a better tree.-

Round the borders of fuch plantations

it is highly proper to plant thorns, or
furze, the width of twenty or thirty feet,

- to keep out all cattle, to 1nterrupt dlfor-'

derly people from getting in, and to fur-
nith ufeful ftuff, of this kind, for mending

~ hedges, and other purpofes which every
farm ftands in need of, In the middle,

or at one corner of every large plantation,

it is very proper to have a fmall nurfery,
~ that any dead, or. fickly trees may be re-

placed with - greater eXpedmon, and lefs
expence, than they can be, when the nur-
fery is at a dl(‘cance.

Thefe large plantations may ﬁequently, o
- be made, upon land which lies walite, and

upon land lying at a diftance from home.

~ And lefs plantations, of a fimilar kind,
may be made upon almoft every falm,‘
in angles, nooks, pits, and corners, which
“are of very little advantage in any other

ways
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way ; becaufe, when' fuch parts are in

tillage, they are difficult to plough, and

when they are grazed, cattle are very apt

~ to gore, and kick each other. 4k, in
particular, fhould be conﬁned to fmall .
' ,fpots of this kind. '

In the mlddle of eifery large grazing-

: ‘-ground a clump fhould be planted, to

afford fhade and fhelter for cattle; and
to prevent their lying  too much under
the hedges, in hot weather, which da-
mages the fences, and tempts them to
break out.’ ‘Befides, cattle are more trou-
bled with flies under -a. clofe hedge, and

" have lefs benefit of the air than in an

open grove. If the piece be very large,

- two or three clumps will be ufeful.
- Hedge-row timber generally grows to
| the greateﬁ fize; is of the beft and found-

‘eft quality; and moft calculated for the

‘ufe of the navy. E/m is there to be pre-
ferred, becaufe it grows, ereft, and does

leat damage to the land by its under-
branches, and next to that, oak ; becaufe it

draws '
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draws its principal nourifhment from a taps
root, and therefore does not exhauft the

{urface of the " ground, like afh, and fome
" other trees, nor interrupt the plough by

horizonfal roots. Some inconvenience in=
deed will be fuftained, by fhading ‘the
ground, but it will bear no proportion; to
the profit. which will. accrue, from the
increafe in the growth and value, of the
timber. Hedge-rows, properly managed,
afford a large field for planting; buty
where this method of raifing timber is
practifed, pollards fhould be totally extir-
pated. - They take up a deal of room, as
much as the largeft trees, utterly deftroy

“all fences, and . produce very little more
wood, than would grow 1n the fame {pace -

from ftubbs, er quickfet-ftools.  If there
was only one tree planteds in the room of

every. pollard through the _};mgdom,.lt |

would very foen be fufficiently ftockedy

and the difference in beauty and profit
would be aftonithing. © I the cutting'
~down. of pellards {hould be thought to

* . leflens

sl
]eﬁ'en the quantxty of fuel, the under-wood

in the nooks, anglcs, pats, ‘and comers{

which I have ‘recommended to'be planted,

| }wﬂl be more than adequate to the deﬁ-
‘c1ency ' -

‘Before T take leave of hedge—row tim-
ber, I fhall Commumcate a mode of plant-

ing it, which Sir Charles Cocks, ‘at my

recommendation, has lately adopted upon.
his eftates in Glouceﬁer_//me, and Worcq/‘ |

ter, jbzre. A ‘claufe is inferted in every
1eafe, to oblige each tenant, or occupier of
a farm, yearly to plant and properly pro-
te&, one tree to every ten pounds a. year

rent, or ten to a hundred a year rent, and
fo in proportlon, on fuch parts of their
refpeé‘cwe farms as are pointed out to them
for t‘iat purpofe. The expence to the
tenants is a mere tmﬂe, as the trees are
provzded for them in an adjoining nurfery;

- and, where leafcs are granted they very

cheerfully confent to it. By this eafy
method; upon a large eftate like his, the
quantity of timber, thus imperceptibly

' raifed,
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+baifed, will bevery confiderable, even in thé
courfe of a twenty-one years leafe. Uponr

every thoufand pounds a year the're Will b'e

two thoufand one hundred trees in num-

ber, at the end of thc leafe; becaufe; 1f
any fail, the tenants plant, the next year,

a greater number. And 1f we fuppofe

thefe trees to pay only three pence a year:
each, during the demifey Wthh is 2 mo<

derate calculation, they will be Worth at
the expiration of the leafe, 288/ 1 55
and from that period will begin to pay at

leaft fix pence a tree yearly. This {cheme

of planting is certainly prai’clcable, upon
every eftate, if a landlord will give his

. tenants a reafonable bargain in their land _

and leafes for their encouragement.
1 fhall mention one other method of

" plantmg, which is producive of much

1mprovement, viz. to appropriate. wety
and boggy, lands to this ufe, inftead. of

devoting them to pafture; in which cafe

they frequently give cattle the rot, and are

often dear at a crown an acre.. But,
pla,nted

L o s 5 o A A S0 i
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planted with fuitable aquatic woods, they
yield an immediate fp‘roﬁt of fifteen, or .
twenty fhillings an acre yeafly, dnd carry
en an increafing gift to poﬂ’erity, which

will be of as much value, in fifty years

time; as the fee ﬁmple of the land befmc
this improvement was made. = -

- The beft way of plantmO‘ this fort . of .
land is, by d1ggmg the whole of it a foot

deep; inverting the tarf, and afterwards
opening trenches, which fhould have a

free difcharge, at one end, into fome more
capltal drain, or outfall. T nefe trenches

- thould be ewhteen feei: apart, three feet

deep, two feet and an half wide on the top,

and one foot wide at the bottom ; and all-
the ftuff, which. comes out of thefe
~ trenches, thould be thrown upon the tops

of the beds, which will help ¢o raife them.

‘At the fame time, a row of holes {hould
. be opened in each bed, at about eighteen

feet apart, eighteen inches deep, and three
feet diameter on the tops. This thould
be done early in the winter, that the froft

N ~ inay
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may get into the ground, and chaften it.
Early in February, the furface of the beds
‘hou‘d be chopped with fpades, and made
as fine as poflible.’ "And about the latter

end of the fame montn, white poplar, or

fome other fmtable trees, thot 21d be plant—
ed in the before -méentioned holes, and all

the mtmmedmte {paces upon ‘the beds :

{hould be -filled up, with withe, or ozier-

fets, IF with the former, they thould ftand

at four feet fcmaze, if with the latter, at
cnly t zrf'y inches. The firft will make
hogm oles, and may be cut every fixth,

fevunm year; the other may be cut
every year, for the ufe of bafket-makers.
"Phe fets, when planted, fhould be about
the fize ofan 1an’s Lhumb ; and fhould be
seut with a1k onms pomt at both ends, Ju{’r
above, wi jult below a knof or bud
Tncy “}ov}u be about two feet long ; one

half ﬁmud he puf’ned mtO the Ofround and

the othl Aftand cut.

Some peooie piant beds of cg/b in dns

o way and ' if <the beds be laid tolerably-

.
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dry, 1t genierally flourithes in ftems exceed-
ingly well, and makes the beft of. hoP..
poles; and coopers fruff. 1 have feen
fome, Wthh were planted a few years

fince near Sudbury; in Suffolk, upon 4

common horfe-moor, which flourifh fur-—
prizingly § and I was told; by a propcr
Judge in the neighbotirhood; that, land fo

planted was honeftly worth thlrty fhillings

an acre yearly: On a dry bank of land
planted at the fame time, in the fame piece

of ground; I obferved that thie- 2/ was not
by above a thlrd fo good as that on the

. boggy parta ,

N 2 ADVICE
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ADVICE RESPECTING THE I‘/IANAGEa ;

MENT OF 'I‘IMBER.

[O ‘trees eught to be diﬁnembere&-ef

“their branches, without abfdlute.
neceffity 3 fuch treatment is very preju-

dicial to all forts of timber. But where
trees hang over roads, and' buildings, it

cannot fometimes be difpenfed with.

Where this happens, the limbs thould be
taken OE clofe to the tree, and the place
where it grew Planed qmte {imooth, that
the wet may not hang upon the part. If

the tree be young, and thrifty, the wound.

will quickly'l heal,‘ and the blemith be
covered; but when trees are hacked in

the b1anches, and left Jﬁo*oed the wet
hangs upon them, and, by degrees, 1ots~g
) them quite into the heart. |

Thinning timber isa very effential part |
of the care it requires. Grove- tnnber&

“

and.

-
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and thick plantations generally ftand in
need of fome attention of this fort. The
firft fule is, to’ thin it early ; the fecond,

to do it by degrees; and t:he‘third' and
principal rule of all is, to take Nature for
~our guide, and clear away fiich trees only

as the pomts out; namely, the unhealthy
trees ; without paying any great regard to
regular diftances. .

When thefe rules are not obferven, the.
bad confequences are obvious. Trees, in
thick plantations, when left any confider~
able time before they are thinned, get too
long in their bodies, for the fize of their
heads ; and when a freth current of air is
let in upon them, the fap is ir'nmedia‘tely'
chilled, and the trees checked in ‘their
growth. But if they are thinned early,

and at different times, they are hardened

by degrees, and then‘ branches expand re-
gularly, and pleferv‘e a due proportion with
their bodies.  If trees be taken promifcu-

eully, or fo as to leave the remnainder at

;e%u@ diftances, neazly the fame inconve.

N3 nience
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‘nience arifes as in the former cafe; for
there will be a varicty of tender parts,
which cannot be perceived at the time of

domg it, left unguarded but if the fickly
trees be taken, the others w1ll 1mmed1ately
receive great beneﬁt

" The obvious figns of health in famber
are thefe:—The bark will be {imooth,

look clean, and m'ey in colaur, and the

frc_sfh thoots will be long, and {traight, and
free at the points. AThe’ colour of the
‘green will be much deeper, than that
,of thofe trees, of the fame fort, wh:ch
are not health Vs md the trees will retain

tﬂClI‘ 1L&V€S longer m Lﬂ.@ amumn. Th@

marks of unhea’ithy txmber are nearly the
; contraﬁ of the f former. The tree will be

hide-bound, he bark 1ougn clofe, arfd

thick, and often covered with mofs; the

freth {hoots will bc very fhort, and’ crookm

V'.ed at the ends. ThP green will be of a
V'pa]cr colour, and the leaves Wlﬂ drop

fooner. An’ unhea}thy tree fhould never

o

but.

Afuffered to remain in any plantation,

T~
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but fhould be taken aown, as foon a8’ i
‘has done gxowmfr let its f*zv be vrnet it
will 5 cxnd a young plam: fc,t in Lhe va-
',cancy : o ol L

Some Oemlernen, 1“0 ‘have 1ot réé.’d‘f,r
money, are difcouraged from plantmg, be~
caufe the expcnce 15 immediate, fmd the

profit at a dxﬁaﬁ‘ce.\ At the fame time,
- perhaps, thqr have a oreat deal of timber

ﬁandmg on th @1*‘ efta heo, which geis wor{e
every day, and Jefit ens in Value, thch Lhey
‘do not choofe to cut, for fear the wodd

fhould think them needy. ()ther oentle-'
‘mien let their © m’L er fand, txd it rots on

the ground; thinking it hlghzy reputable
to have a large quantlty of old timbeér on
tcheir eftates. Both thefe overlook. then‘
own mtdeﬁ The tuonc, and pmvate

ﬁrood I'CCiUlle, “that all timber St 10u1d be ‘

‘taken down as foon as it gets to pe1fec-
tion; and a regular fucceffion kept up by
young plantauons,, ihe man who ads
upon this p;an, a&q ratxonally, and if he
| ‘b young, or even middle- aged, he' thay
C N 4 - lve
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live to cut down the greateﬁ part of the
old tlmber Wthh he finds upon his ef’cate,}} :
put money in his pocket, and leave hxs, |
eftate better ftocked with timber than he

found it. And what is “more matemal

perhaps, with many a young gentlerr.lan,2
he will avoid the difgrace of cutting down, -
which is apt to imply want, when the
Wo‘rld- perceives that his {chemes, upon

the whele, are more calculated for the:

‘ growth and mcreafe of timber, than its

def’crué’uon, or: dunmutxom
~ In fthort, the true way ¢ of managlng a
timbered e&ate is, to make ufe of what

~ Nature ! has brought to perfeé’cxon, and to
| keep up a regular, uniform fucceﬁion {o.

that at the time we take one egg from

the nef’r, for our own ufe, we may leavc‘

another, as. a neﬁ: ~€ggs for the bcneﬁt of
pof’centy

Senfib! e’of the importance of thls plan3

Mr. W zm:bam, of F e/érzgg in Norfolk, hag

done me the honour of approvmg, and
awptmg 1t in 1ts full extent ; and has im-

Powereq )
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,?owered me to catry it on upon fuch 2

vxgomus fcale, as will gradually {well the
quant1ty, and value of his timber, nothth-
ftanding his falls will be\conﬁdex able ever y"
year. I am perfuaded, that any other
gentleman who follows the example, will

" find his account in it.

~ For thefe, and many o;her ufeful hints
upon plantmg, and the management of

timber, I am particularly indebted to Mr.

Willes, of Aftrop in Norfbampz‘mj]vzre, Mr.
Gzléerz‘, of Cotton in Sz‘cgﬁordjbzre, and Mr,

| - Mar/[bam, of Stratton in Nw:folk ‘who have

made noble improvements upon. thcuj re-
{peive eftates, and poflefls more. know-

ledge, and {kill, in the cultivation of tim=
ber, and other wood, than any gentlemen .
I have ever converfed with upon this im=

portant fubject.

ADVAN=
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ADVANTAGES RESULTING FROM SMALL
'FARMS, AND THOSE OF THE MOST
PROFITABLE. SIZE DESCRIBED.

- VERY {peculative Enghfhman who
travels through the Aufirizn Ne-

: z‘ber)mzds, is aPcomfhed. at the great popu-

lation of that country, and at the fight of
the markets, which are plentiful b_eyond‘
defcription.  Upon enquiring into the in=
ternal ftate, and T’C!“U’l’&ﬁ@h of the country,

he finds that there aré no large farms, no
clafs of men who pafs under the characer -

of gentlemen-farmers, acquiring large for-
tunes merely by fupefintend\ing the bufinefs
ot farming ; but that the whole country i

divided, into much f{maller portions than
‘land is with us, and occupied by a fet of

laborious people, who, in general, work -

for themielves, and live very much . upon

a foetmg of é:ouahty .
Thix
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This feems a prefumptive proof, that
agriculture, when it is thrownintoa nums
ber of hands, becomes the life of mduﬁ:ry;
the fource of plenty, a and the fountam of

V nches to a country; but that monopo— }
lized, and orafped into few hands, it muft

difhearten the bulk of mankind, who are
;educed to labour for others inftead of
themfelves ; muft leflen the produce, and
grcatly tend to gencml poverty.

I thall not attempt wholly to account
for the amazing, increafed, price of pro-

vifions with us. There are, undoubtedly,

“many caufes which contribute to it; but
it is very evident that no fingle caufe af-
felts it, fo much as the deftructive pracice
which has prevalled for near half a cen~

tury back, of demoh{hmg {icall farms,

Th1c abfurd cuftom, which is not without

fts advocates, draws its bxrth from - ill- |

dlgeﬁed calculations 3 ‘is attended with
great craelty to mdwxdualo, and ends in
confiderable puvate lofs, and public ca-

Jamity.
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C pmet . . . i - ‘
The {pecious inducements are, to avoid
trouble, to fave expences in repairs, and to

fecure the rent by havmg more  capital

tenants. ’

Granting thefe argurnents the ‘utmoft

Welght they deferve, they will appeal very

mconcluﬁve, and unfatisfactory.

- With refpe¢t to- trouble, thofe Who

;nanage theu'_ own property, havve thew
own reward, and fatisfaction in all jt:hey
do. And a fteward, or agent, ought to
think nothing a trouble, which is con=
ducive to the good of his pmnmpalc
ef’cate.v

The fav*ng in 1epaus feem on the ﬁrﬁ: |

view, to carry greater plauﬁbihty, but,
when all fubfequent confequences are duly
veftigated, it will be found very inade~
quate to the lofs, which will be fuftained
in the end. | |

'There is no poffibility of fornung ax;
exalt eftimate, of the expence of keeping
an eftate in repair. It varies greatly in
the di fﬁ:rent price of labour, and mate~

.
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‘nais, and il more in the different fkill,
and attention, which - is beftowed by the
‘perfon, who has the care, and direction of
the work. But from great experience,

and attention, I have Obferved,..that_largg

farms being once put in good repair, may

be kept fo, upon an average one with
another, at about feven, and {mall farms

at about ten per cent. (fire and tempefts
‘excepted) and if we extend it to eleven,

upon_fmall farms, for their greater propor-
tion of accident, the buildinos'being more
numerous, we fhall be fure to make a cal-
culation that will not deceive us. '

Admitting this, there appears to be a

“faving, by large farms, of forty pounds a

year, upon an eftate of one thoufand
pounds a year. But, on the other hand
it muft be allowed by every candid perfon,

that fimall farms let every-where for, at

leaft, fifteen per cent. more than large
farms; and that induflrious tenants upon
thefe {inall farms are enabled to give this
dmercnce, by domg the chiefeft _part of
. | A the
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the work themfelves ,‘ by their greatéf

frugahty in living ; and by availing g thems
felves of a variety of little advantages;
which the great farmer will not ftoop to
pick up. Therefore after deductirig the
four per cent. faved upon . repairs, from
the fifteen per cent. difference in th;-: {cale

‘of rent, it appears that there is an actual

Tofs of cleven per cent. or one hundred and
ten pounds a year upon every thoufand
po_und_s a year, and {o in proportion for a
greater, or lefs eftate. As to the better
pziyment of the rent, there are always in-
duflrious, and fafe, tenants enough to be
gotten, if care be taken, and proper en-
Couragement gwenh -

“The landlord indeed is fomehmbs in a
fituation, from which he cannot eafily

~extricate himfelf. His buildings, by de-

gfees, being diminithed, for. Wzint of a
little timely care, and charge, he finds
himfelf, in a manner, obliged to let his
property in large lots, fometimes perhaps
contrary to hlS inclination 3 and is there=

by
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by dcpuved of the advantage, he would

otherwife have had, in a greater choice of

tenants.  But, whether this i inconvenience

‘defcended to him, or has been created by

(i, it 1s his duty, and mte1eﬁ to remedy
it as foon as poffible. For, if his farms

" be, fmall, he will have many more offers,

be.cau[e»' {maller capitals will be required

to ftock tliﬁm ; but, if his farms be large,

the number of good tenants, pofleflfed of
money enough .to’ ftock them, will be
very few, comparatively {peaking ; and
thefe few ‘will- have it more in their

: pomr to effect ,combinations, and keep

dow n the real value of land, thch 1s oﬁen

the cafe in many parts of. England.

Upoa thefe accounts, not to mentlon

“others, the calculation feéms totally erro-

neous, which fuppofes the balance of ‘in--

tereft to the landlord, to be in favour of

large farms. And metives of a different-
kind are not.wanting to difcountenance

a.hmz extenfion.
Thofe Who cantribute towards the de-

B : S Puu(fhon
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firu&ion of fmall farms, can have very’

little refle@ion. If they have, their feela:
:mgs are not to be envied: - Where this has
“been the pra&we, we fee a vaft number of
families reduced to poverty, and mifery,

the poor rates much increafed, the fmall
articles of provifion greatly diminifthed in

quantity, and - number, and confequently |

augmented in price. S
~ A poor widow, left with a youn0' fa~

mliy, will ftruggle Vﬁl’y.h&l‘d to keep her
children from the parith, when fhe is in
pofleffion of a {mall farm, or a dairy, and
“will teach them the way to be induftrious
betimes ; but if fhe be deprwed of the.
means of fupport, her {pirits-are broken,
and the and her children fink at once into
-pdverty,‘ and  beceme ‘burthen’f_émé to
themieives, and the public. This is too
‘commonly. the cafe; for as foon " as the

little {chools of induftry are grafped, into
the hands of an over-grown, rapacious

farmer, the former occupiers are, at once,

and
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bn& when iheir health, or fhength faxls,:» :

there is but one refource § they, and their
thlldren, are thrown upon the parith.

This has hndoubtedly {welled the rates, to
their prefent enormous helght more than ‘
| any caule whdtever: | o
The mechamc, and manufaé’turer, next B

feel the blow. The market Wears a dif=

| ferent,face.r ‘ The vaft number of poultry, '
the quantity of pork, and a Variety of 3

other fmall articles of prdviﬁbn, are no

longer fupplied in their former abundance. |
The great farmier raifes no more of thefe,

than are neceflary for his own confump-

tion,; becaufe his Wlfe, and chlldren, will
‘not take the trouble, and care of them, or
condéfcend to attend the market like the |

vaes, and children, of 11ttle farmers. His

views are formed upon a large fcale, and.
'every thing ﬁows from him in a wholefale
channel.  And as no man can exccute any

very extenﬁve buﬁnefs, fo well as that

~which lies in a more contracted fpace, he
umuﬁ when he has a great deal upon his

O ~ hands,
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hands, negle&t many fmall objects, partly

for want of time, and partly becaufe they
appear trivial in their nature: and ‘niany
trifles added. together, make a large deﬁ~
ciency upon the Whole.

The cafe is different . upon ‘the {mall

farm. Here the tenant’s great dependance
refts upon trifles merely; and therefore
it behoves him to make the moft of every
thing * As he has no. great {pace to fu-
permtend 1t lies under his eye atall times,
and feafons ; he. felues all minute: advan-
tages ; 'v cultivates every ~obfcure corner s
generally accumulates more manure in pro-

portion to his land; and confidering. his

animal as well as’vogetablc:pi'oduoe, has
likewifs in that a gre cater propo'uon.

He does great pait of his work with

his own hands; and every man works
more chearfully, zealoufly, and diligently
for himfelf, than for another. His wife

and children are likewife of Ozeat fervice

‘to him, efpecially if his gains dogend
much vpon a dairy. And, in general, the

children
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thﬂdren of thefe little farmers prove the

‘moft ufaful people the country preduces..
‘The girls make the beft o‘ul’y -maids ; the .

boys the beft gentlemen’s baififfs; the
beft head-men in larger farms ; the beft
perfons to {uperintend; 1nd‘11ﬂﬂrzagt‘ Cattlo;
and, in a word, the moft regular fervants,
in moft capacities; |

Having faid thus much of large and

fmallr farms, I fhall venture to defcribe |

the fizes, which I"tbink would be mof¥

conducive to public, and private, benefit. -
KAnd'in'dOiqg this, I wifth to avoid an ex~
treme ; for though a. redu&con be effenti-

ally neceflary, it ought not to be made

upon. too low a fcale; becaufe I am con-

vinced, that the nature of our foil will not
admit of that amwverfal plan, of farms fo

low ‘as twenty, and thirty, acres, which
{ubfifts in Flanders. For though it be
~our intereft to imitate them, I wifh notto

copy them exa@ly. It is undoab*edly
proper, and beneﬁcxal to a country, that

farms fhould vary in their fize, as much :

Q=2 Cas
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as pbﬁ’i;b‘le s but, in my opinion, which {
~deliver with' deference, the higheft ought
~ not to exceed a hundred and fixty pounds

a year. But though there thould be fome

of thefe, tg promote - emulation, to reward
'partlculazly-mdu(’cuous men; and to em~ -
ploy a middling capizal; yet their numbes

thould be 'inconﬁde_i'aiblc, in proportion to

“the numbef of fmaller ‘ones. As I have

mentioned an hundred and fixty pounds

- as the yearly value of the highcﬁ farms,

I think it right that none thould be under
thirty pounds; and that from thirty to

- fourfcore, the number ought to be much

greater, than of the largeft fort; to en-

able indufirious fervants, who have faved

their wages, or whofe good conduct en=

titles them to credit, to eﬁ:abhfh thezn- :
 felves, ofteﬂner than they do, in bufinefs;

and likewife to afford fettlements, for the

children of greater farmers to begin the
world with.  Farms, varied in their fize,
between thefe lines, would have an ex~

cellcnt effect, as they would a‘ﬁ{’c and’

tall ¥y
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‘,'tcﬂly with each other, ‘more | than’ they;

now do; for they would have, almoft

gvery one, fomewhat of a different obje&
in view. Many of the {malleft farms -
would breed cattle to more advantage, |
than. ’they could fat them; and others
would fat them with more convemence,'
than they could breed them. |

- Upon an eftate of one thoufand pounds

a._ year, I with to fee fomething like the
following propartion; One farm of 160/.
one of 126/, ond of 1007 two of §o/.

two of 60/ two of gaol three of 40/

and four of 3o0/. each. Here would be

fixteen farms, upon a thoufand pounds a

year, which would be a profitable d;vxﬁon‘
to an owner, and to the pyblic.: But,.
inftead of this, the gencrahty of eftates of

1000/ a year, do not fuppart a third part
of, ﬁxteen families.  And I will venture to

aflert, that the poor- rates will be much

higher in the latter, than in the former
mode of allotment ; becaufe a great many.

familics, which would get a decent live-

0 3 ~ lihood
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lihood upon thc,‘farms of - 3(;)[. 401 angd
- 50/. a year, come to the parifh, as I have
before oblerved, when they are deprived

of this method of fupporting themifelves.
- If large eftates were divided, in a man-

ner fomewhaf ﬁmﬂar to dle prccedmm

plan, it Wou__ld be a means of c;ufhzng
another real grievance, which at prefent
fubfifts, wviz. the exorbitant price puvt

‘upon land by the owners of fmall eflates.
A great farmer often lets a fmal 1 bargain,
which he has picked up, in the fame ,
par;fh where he rents a large eftate him="

{elf, at the proportion of one third more
than what he gives his own landlord If
thefe l1ttle places were in greater plenty,
and let b] gentlemen of fortune at only
ﬁfteen, or even twenty per Ccnt. more:
than thelr large farms, the more mconﬁ-
derable owners of eftates WOlﬂd not be
able to obtain their prefent e}gorhltam
ﬁelm_s ; but, while thofe places are fo few
in nutmber, people who are in abfolute
want of them, muft give whatever is afked
. x R fo;é
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for them, and the rent is often fo high,
th’tt induftry 1tfdr cannot get a hvchhood

| upon them.

The better rep"ulatlon of this 1mportant3‘
concern, affords an extenfive  field,

“which gentlemen of fortune may ]audablyr'v,
exermfe their talents, of every kind ; and >

upon reﬂe&lon, ~they muft be convinced,:
that-it is the number of ufeful inhabitants,;
that ﬁamps a high value on land, wmch‘

“has no intrinfic value in itfelf s and that»._.

when thefe 1nhab1tants decreafe, the land:

muft pmportmnably fink in value.  Their’

intereft therefore is infeparably connedted

}Wlth the comfort, and profperity, of the

pﬁople, where their eﬁates are fituate;
and when they lend an hand to the de-
populatmn of a country, they fink, at the
fame time, thf;“va_l.uf: pf th.ei,r OWn,Pro-«_
perty. = ‘ |

There are, howeyer, two very material

points to be attended to, by every pexfon,
whofe humanity, and liberal mind may

o4 “induce
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induce him to adopt this plan, for the re-

gulatwn of hlS property

The one is, to make chmce of 1nduf~
trlous tenants fuch as have been bred

up in farm-houfes, or country-buﬁnefs

from their mfancy ; whofe hands have
been accuf’comed to labour. There arg

always enough of thefe to be found. But

- great care muit be taken, not to accept
of idle fellows, who have been bred to.

little t1ades.v Such people are yery de-

firous of getting into {mall farms, and‘

wanting the judgment, and mduﬁry which
the others have, generally ruin them-

felves, and brmg thefe httle places into

dlfrepute.; : | T
. 'The other pomt is, to contraé’c old

buildings, in proportion to the fize of the
 farm ; and when new ereCtions are made,

to build upon a {mall, fultable fcale ;  for
too mueh building augments the expence

of 1‘61.,2111'8 cqnﬁderably, and does the tenant |

no 1ea1 kmdnefs. :

1 ﬂiali |
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I Ihall quit this fubjedt, with an anxiqus
’Wlfh that the deftructive practice of en-
grofﬁng farms, may be carried no farther ;
and as the flab already given to plenty,

and populanon, ‘has greatly affééted the
| profperlty of this country, I hope fome
reparatmn will be made for the i 1njury faf-

tf;»med
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THE GREAT BENEFIT, OF CHURCH AN
 COLLEGE TENURES TO. POPULATION -
AND SOCIETY. - P

STATES held under ecclefiaftical
lords, collegiate, and corporate bo-

dies, are at this time one of the greatefb
fupports this country has for its po‘pulag
tion. Notwithftanding little farms are
engrofled, and cottages demolithed upon
other eftates, 'theirs, from the nature of the
tenure, {till remain neally the fame; and
continue to yxeld their proport'on of that
,advantage, which this country formerly,
derived from ﬁnaller farms than ngw

fubfift. |

Upon manors where any of the before-
mentioned bodies prefide, a life no fooner
drops', in an eftate held under them, than
they are ready to fill up the vacancy, in
favour of the heirs of its former poffeflor 5
: ' for

T —————
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ior havmg only a life-intereft in it, or perx
haps not fo much, as preferment often

removes them, th,ey are glad to feize all

immediate benefits which accrue, ' and

never look forward, like a Iay-lord, to the
future advantage Wh;ch h1s f‘xmﬂy may |
' acqmre, by waiting for the reverfion after

the exifting hves, - For thefe. reafons,

upon manoxs of this fort populatxon muit,

and does wear a better face, than in othe,
dlﬁm@cs, | | ,
- When a man is a cop jho‘d or a hfe-

leafehold tenant, it gives a ﬁrongPr fpm ”
to his mduﬁry, than when he is tenant at
“will, or on a fhort term of years, to the

fame quantity of land. He will be en-

_courag_ed to undertake i 1mprovemems, and

will obtain a much greater produce. He

will alfo be better enabled to marry, and’
much encouraged to do it; becaufe he
‘has the means to fupport a family, and
to make fome provifion for them, in
cafe any accident fhould happen to hlm- ‘

f@lf

, \/V h‘en‘

b
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- When young women are left with. htd@
cﬁates of this fort, they are the better

enabled to prov1dc themfe}vcs ful table

hu{bands. S

‘Thefe eﬁates, preferving thexr original

,f,orm more than any other, and being, in
general, of a {mall fize, produce ‘more
R pOultiy, pigs, and da‘iry—articles‘, than larger
e{’cates ; “and are much more beneficial to
the commumty ‘Many gentlemen of land-
ed property are fo fond of frechold, _that

they affeét to defpife every other tenure; -

and I have heard fome lament, that there-
was fuch a thing exifting as copyhold, or
leafehold.
gfeateﬂc advocates for large farms: but if
thefe were to prevail univerfally, we
thould foon feel the dreadful confeqqence 5
for then- cVery fource of plenty would be

Such perfons are generally the

o checsed and populauon receive an irre-

‘coverable blow. , :

. Since ' little farms have been fwaﬂoweé
up in greater, there are thoufands of pa-.
sithes which do not fupport fo many cows

Cas
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as they did, by fifty or ﬁxty in a pamﬁ1 5

* and the inhabitants have decreafed in pro-

portion. If church and college-tenures

were fet afide, thls devaﬂ:a,tmn would
ffpzead the wider. ERR

Thefe tenures, and all copyholds under
luya-lords which are not liable to revert,
have another advantage. They are pur-

chafed at a fmaller price, compared with’

ﬁ’cehold which makes it -eafier for a man
of a fmal:l capltal, to. procure an inheri-

tance; and as the title is always clear,

this is another great recommendation of
them. 4 | |

The good e%&s I have enumerated,
which flow from copyhold, and leafeheld

- tenures, thew the benefits rcfulting from
fmall farms, in a very ftrong light ; and,
thofe who perfift in the ruinous pradice of

--throwing*too ‘much land into one man’s
‘hands, are blind to their own intereft, and

«leaf to the cries of humanity.

#REFLEC-
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RBFLECTIONS ON THE GREAT IMPOR%
TANCE OF‘ COTTAGES.

N

STATES: being of no valae with-

—4 out hands to cultwate them, thc-

hLOurer is one of the moft valuable mem-
bers of fociety : without him, the richeft
foil is not worth owning ; his fituation
then fhould be confidered, and made at

leaft comfortable, if it were metely out of |

good policy. 'There is certainly no objeck
{o highly deferving the country gentle-
man’s attention; his intereft, andvhis duty
equally prompt him to do all he can, to
place him upon a better footing than he i is
_'iat prefent. S i

The firt point to be taken tmder cons
fideration is, the flate of the cottages,

which thefe ufeful peoplc, inhabit; - and |

next how far their condition can be i ime
| prove_d, by better regulauon.

The

[ 207 ] |

The fhattered hovels which half thc
poor of this kingdom are obliged to putup
with, is truly affeGting to a heart fmughft
with humanity. Thofe who  condefcend
to vifit thefe: miferable teneme_n'ts,' can
teftify, that neither health nor decency
can be preferved in them. ‘The weather
frequently penetrates all parts of them:
which muft occafion illnefs of various

" kinds, particularly agues 3 which more

frequently vifit the children of cottagers
than any - others, and early fhake their
conftitutions. And it is thocking, thata

man, his wife, and” half a dozen children
~{hould be obliged to liq all 'in one room

‘together ; and more fo, that the wife
fhould have no more private place to be
brought to bed in. This defeription is

not exaggerated, offenfive as it may appear.

“We are all careful of our horfes, nay of our

~dogs, which are lefs valuable animals : we

beftow confiderable attention upon our

ftables and kenqc] : but we are apt to .

iaok upon cottages ‘as incumbrances, anid
| CIOO’S
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rlogs to out property ;. when,' in facks .

- thofe Who occupy them are the very nerves

and {ihews of agrlculture. ~ Nay; I will be -

bold to aver; that mote real advantages

flow from cottages, than from any other .

fource ; for; befides their, great utility” to

Ianded property; they ate the greateft fup-
port to the ftate, as being the moft prohﬁc |

cradles of population:

Cottagers are 1nd1fputably the moﬂ: be—
neﬁcxal race of people we have: they are
bred up in greater fimplicity ; live: more

prlmltlve lives; more free ﬁ'orn v1ce and
debauchery, than dny other fet of men of - 3
the lower clafs ; and are beft formied, and
enabled to fuftain the hard{hips of war,

“and other laborious fervices. Great towns
are deftru@ive bath to morals, and health;
* and the greate{t drains we have ; for where

many of the lower fort of people crowd
together, as in London, Norwich, Birming=

bam, and other manufacturing towns; they

are obliged to put up with bad accommos= =

| danon, and an unwholefome, confined air,
, | - which
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which breeds contagious diftempers, debi-
litates their bodies, and fhortens their lives.
Since therefore it is apparent, that all fuch
towns muft caufe a diminution, or wafte

-of people, we cannot be at a lofs to trace

the fpring, which feeds thefe' channels.
The country muft be the place ; and cot-
tages, and fmall farms, the chxef nurferies
which fupport population. |
Iam far from withing to fee the cottage -
improved, or augmented fo as to make it
fine, or expenfive; no matter how plain it
is,. provided it be.tight and convenient.
All that is requifite, is a ‘warm, comfort-‘
able, plam room, for the poor mhabltants

‘to eat their morfel in ; an oven to bake

their bread ; a little receptacle for their

+ {mall beer, and provifion ; and two whole-
fome lodging apartments, one for the man )
“and his wife, and another for his children. -

It would perhaps be more decent, if the
boys and girls could be feparated; but this
would make the building too expenfive,
and beﬁdes, is not fo matenally neceflary 3
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for the boys find employment in - fari=
- houfes at an early age, For the - better
explanatlon of what I mean, I fub_]om
Plans, elevations, and . eftimates of two.

forts of cottages ; ‘and as elm, and oak- .

pollam& are of little value in many coun-

tries, and rnay often be converted nto.

fcanmngs, fuitable to, at leaft, half. the

_purpofes of {mall buﬂdms:rs of this fize, I

have likewife fhewed the difference in the

expence, between . erecting them with

~ brick, and wood : confidering pollard«f
tlmber at fix pence a foot, and deal (of
which the greater qaanuty will be re-
| qulred\ at fifteen pence, Wmch are fair
Prlces for them in ‘moft counties. T hefe
eftimates: whlch I exhibit, will, of co 1rfe,

vary a little in every ne1ghbourhood “but

as- it ‘cannot be any thing- confiderable, I
'.fhall calculate upon them as at a medmrn

pmce, . The f{malleft of thefe cottages,

bullt of - brick and covered “with tﬂe,
‘amounts to fixty-fix pourds; the other,

Qf the fa,mc fizé in wood, covered with tile ]
X | hkerfeg

.
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i1keW1fe, to ﬁfty-exght “pounds. As thei

 buildings will be quite new, built of good
materials, and likely to laft a great many

- years, and the eftate where they are built,

will be very confiderably beneﬁted by
havmg good labourers planted upon it ;
the landlord ought to be fatisfied Wlth
four per cent. intereft for his money; which
will be, 2/ 12:..,’9({._ rent for the brick

‘cottage, and 2/ 6s. 5d. for the wooden

cottage. To each of thefe comfortable
habitations; thould be added half an acre

of \léind‘,,at the fame rateywhich the far-
“mers give; we will fuppofe this to be

eighteen fhillings an acre. ~ This would
bring the whole rent to 3/ 15 9d. for
the former,and 22 15+. 5d. for the latter

- cottage. 'This quantity of land would be -

of great ufe to a poor family, in the pro-

duce of a little fruit, and Vegetables of
different forts; and would affit them =

likewife in keeping a pig; as they mlght,
and would raife more potatoes, and carrots,
P2~ ‘upon
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upon fuch a fpot than would be fuﬁmreni

for therr own confumption.
The larger fort of cattage, which may

fometlmes be preferred will coft, when
burlt of brick and tiles, 701 and when

with Wood 661 10s. Thefe mrght be
appropuated to the ufe of labourers of

the moft induftrious drfpoﬁtlon. And as

it would have an excellent effe@, toimake
fome gradatron among cottages, as well as

farms, it would be highly proper, and - |
“ufeful, to lav (beﬁdes the half acre of
carden- ground) a {mall portion of pafture-

land of about three acres, to each of thefe
laft cottages, to enable the. occupiers of
them to fupport a cow ; which would be
a real comfort to their fam1hes, as milk 1

the natural food of children. If we Value-

thefe three acres and an half of land ata

gumea an acre, upon an average, and add
it to the rent of the houfe, it will hrmg.
| ﬁle rent of the founer to 6/. 9s. 64. and
the rent of the latter to 6/.6s. gd The |

valqe

1]
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" vilue of ‘the cow; if her pioduce wefe
even fent to market, would at leaft amount -
to four pounds ; but being ufed in the fa-

mily, would, with the afliftance of the
garden; enable them to keep a fow, or two

I’core—pigs, which would, at leaft, idouble-

~the market-price: As one acre or more
- of this ground might be mowed every
-year, for hay; the cow might be Lept in
‘good order with this quantity ; and-

would be better Worth a cottager S Whﬂe,

to give thlS rent 101' fuch a- lot of land;
than to truft to the precamous advantacre
of a. common; which always ftarves his

cow 1in the Wmter, Ifit fhould be alledg-e
ed that there is not one cottager out of

1 rwenty who can afford to bity a cow ; this

difficulty may be eafily obviated, by the
landlord’s letting him a cow, as well as the
Jand, in the manner that dairies are genec-
rally let: -

This Would be dealmo with the § poor as -

we would wifh to be dealt with ourfelves,

ina ﬁmrlar fituation : but inftead of this;
P 3 . cottagers
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cottagers are chiefly left by _gentléfnenfc»

the farmer’s difpofal; and when they are

- accommodated with 4 fmall quantity of
“land, are obliged to pay, at leaft, a double
. proportion of rent for it, to what the

farmers pay themfelves.
- Warm cottages, of this fort, ‘would re-

~quire much lefs fuel, than thofe in-the
prefent ftyle, which is a very. conﬁderable |

article to a cottager. '

| The.next confideration i is, to choofe a
'lcogyement .ﬁtuat;on for cottages. ~Great”
farmers are very unwilling to admit them
~clofe to their farms ; and*"nothing is more -
common, than for a poor labourer to be -
- obhged to come a mile, and fometimes

more, t0 his labour, and return home again
at mght, in all kinds of Weather, after. he

" has done a hard “day’s ‘work. Cottages.

fhould therefore be erected, if pofﬁble, on

{fome fheltered fpot near the farm where

the labour lies; and true policy points
out, that every farm ought to have a fuffi-
cient number of fuch ufeful appendages,
| | o o 113

N

9
i

[ oers 1

%h proportion to its fize. Such cottages,

under fome fuch regulations. as thefe,

~would be of great ufe and ornament to a

country, and a real credit to every gentle=

‘man’s refidence ; as, on the contrary, no-
thing can refle&  greater difgrace upon
- him, than a fhattered, mlferabze hovel at -
‘his gate, unfit for human creatures to in-

habit. - Upon -encouragement Jike th1s,

~.good tenants would never be wanting.
‘Induﬁry would ‘meet wlth a reward, the

poor rates would neceffarlly be hghtened

and populatmn mcreafed A farm thus
prov1ded with {uch a fufficient numbér of

labourers as mwht, at all times, and fea-

. rfons, be dependea upOn, would be of more |
wvalue on that account., The tenant of -
fuch farm would not be fubject, to pay

-exorbitant wages, as he otherwife muft,

'on particular occafions. He would not be

obliged to court the vagrant, or to lend
hima precanous affiftance, to have - re=

courfe to towns, to pick up diforderly
people.  In fummer, befides the ufual
| P4 buﬁnefs

R
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bufinefs of hay—makmg, he might employ

even the women, and children, in weeding,

and other ufeful bufinefs, .
“Almott every parifh is, in a great mea-

fure, fubjec to fome partlcular gentleman,

who has fufficient power and influence

‘over it, to corre® the prefent grievance,

and to fet a better example. - Such gentle-~

~men fhould confider themfelves as . guar-
~.dians of the poor, and attend to their ac-
‘commodation, and happinefs: it is their .
particular bufinefs, becaufe they, and- their

families, have a lafting intereft in the prof-

| penty of the parith ; the farmers only a

temporary one. - If a genﬂeman s fortune

be fo large, that he ~cannot attend to ob=

je&ts of this for_t, he ﬁlould, at leaft re-
commend the cottagers to the attention of
his agent ; and give him firi@ inftru&ions,

. to all as their friend, and proteétor ; for
- unlefs fome fuch check be put upon great
farmers, they are very apt to contribute to

. the demoli'tion, inftead of the proté&ion

of cottages, and when the neft is de-
' | ﬂ:xoyed

S T
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| @nly ThlS fcheme is beneficial for Jand-
| ° lord

T eyl

ftroyed,’ the bird muft emigrate into fomé

other parith. = A cottager, in this cafe, has
no othér choice, unlefs it be to make ap-
plication to the neighbouring juftice of

‘the peace, for his order to the parith-
officers to find him fome other place, to |

lay his head in. If it were not for this

~excellent law, which obliges parith-officers -
‘to find habitations for :their poor, I am
forry to remark, that in many parifhes,

they would be hterally drwen into the open
fields. '
There is another plan relatwe to cot-

“tages, which generally anfwers extremely

well, and that is, to leale them off to inw

duﬁmous labourers, for the term of three
 lives; 2\t their nomination ; taking a very

moderate, fine; not exceeding ten-or twelve
pounds, upon a cottage worth about forn.y

 thillings a year; referving a fmall quit-
rent, not exceeding half-a-crown a year,
~and making it a point to renew any life

which drops off, upon one year’s value
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Iord and tenant; for. though,the | former

" does not let his cottages for fo much as he
_might at 1'aék%rent, yet what he does get,

- is all clear -money ; and by this means he

preferves the value of all other parts. of his

eftate, by keeping up a proper number of

inhabitants. The latter finds his account
in it, becaufe he makes a fettlement for.

“his family 5 and can repair, and im’p"rové

his cottage at leifure hours with his own
ha.nds, and if he be an induftrious man,

he can generally find a friend to lend Him
his firft fine, on foch an occafion, if he

cannot Taife it hlmfelf Sir Charles Cocks
has lately put all his cottages upon this
footing, on his eftates, under my care, in

Gloucefter bire, and Worceflerfbire ; and as

‘he was chiefly influenced by a hamane
difpofition, to make the poor, in his fe- _

veral diftricts, as comfortable, in their re-
{pecive fituations, as poffible, the objec of
fines was made-fo eafy to them, as to be
exemplary ’ -

1 fhall fuggeft a ch hmts to the bu1lder,

and

[219}

and conclude this fubje& with the plans,

elevations, and eftimates before -alluded

Firft, I recommend that the cottages

thould be built double ; be'cau‘fe’it will be |
a confiderable: favmg in the expence of
" their erection.’ e -

‘Where pollards are plenty, and brlcks
fcarce, it will fometimes be proper to pre-
fer the wooden-lath and rough-caft cot-
tages, becaufe half the quantity of timber
may be pollards; but, where they-are built

- - with brick, the followmg partlculars fhould
be attended 10, » : S
The walls thould be fourteen mches

thick to the bottom of the chamber-floor,

except in the window - fpaces, and the
upper part of the walls nine inches. In

thefe brick bu11d1ngs~no framed timber

| building, nine inches fcantling by two and
a half; and then the fame piéce will {ferve
to lay Jmfts upon, which {hould be pinned

Wlth o

thould be ufed; but the lintel of the win-
dows is to be laid the whole length of the

SETH
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with oaken pegs, which will piove a great
tic to the walls. The joifts thould be cut;
cight inches by two and an half, and laid

edge-ways. The length of the fpar to be
ten feet, being a proper pitch for tiling
and to be cut two inches and a half tthk

five at bottom, and three and a half atthe :

top. 'The lower rooms to be feven feet

,h1gh in the clear, under the JOLﬁ:S. In the

largeft- fized br1ck-cottaores, the roof to be
hlpped in at the ends, which will fave the

- two peaks of brick-work,and will not re-

quire more tllmg, than Would be made ufe
of without it. One great advantage des

rived from. h;ppmg, is, in the . buzldmgs'

bemg ‘better braced togcther, and more

fecure from the effe@ of tempef’ts for
‘where the gable ends are cazrled up in
peaks, to any confiderable height, without
~ chimnies to ftrengthen them, they are not

fo well fitted to refift an end-wind.

‘The ceiling thould be between the joifts; -
| nailing firft a few laths at about a foot
apart, crofs - ways, and the other laths

length«

[ 2ar l

Tength - ways ‘over  them; otherwife the

‘mortar has nothlng to get hold of: Th1s
makes lefs expence than cellmg over the

. 3011%8, and 1is befides better calculated to
- retain the ‘mortar, and will afford more
'{ fpace; for the joifts being left naked, will
| be very uleful to ‘hang many thmgs to.

The ceiling joifts, upon the top of the
chamber, need be only five inches by one

and a auarfer, and may be nailed to the '
{para~ieet, and not pmned T he other |
{cantlings are as follow. The ‘partition

ftuds, three inches by two. The lower

cills, fix mches by five. The ‘window-

ﬁames, three inches . by three. Lower
door-cafes five inches by four, Crofs

mantle - pleces? for the clnmmes, eight

;mches by eight, - |
In the wooden cottatres, the frame ftuds

| are to be fix inches by five. The interme-

diate, or fmaller, ftuds five inches by three.

The girt-pieces, fix inches by five, and lhe

ypper cill, five inches fq}lars‘:° |
Ay
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REFLECTIONS ON THE DISTRESS Op-

THE POOR, AND THE INCREASX;: OF
THE RATES roR THEIR ASSIST=
ANCE,

¢ CFHOU fbalt not muzzle the ox when
he. treadeth out the corn,” is a di-

~wine law, figuratively fignifying, that the

poorer race of people, who are the in-
ftruments, by which the earth is cultivat-

ed, ought to enjoy a reafonable portion of

its produce.
The landlord tenant, and labourera are

»;ntlrnatezy conne&ed together and have

their re c1procq1 intereft, theugh in dif-
ferent proportions ; and when the juft
gquilibrium  between them is mtcrrupted
the one or the other muft receive injury.

At prefent the balance is confiderably

ataintt the labourer; and yet, though- it
{eems a.pafado:-{, the other partiés ulti-
mately derive no advantage from it. |
The

E2351

The great increafe in the Poor-rateg

- qmay be accounted for in a few worda
‘The rife upon land and 1ts produce to-

gether is at leaft ﬁxty per cent. the rife
upon labour not above twenty. The
dlﬁ‘exence 1s, of courfe, againft the work-

'mg hands, and when thelr earmngs are
infufficient for the abfolute neceflaries of

life, they muft 1nev1tably fall upon the’

panﬂ;, Whlch is bound, in that rafe, to
make up.'the_ deﬁcicncy} So that if we
confider this matter properly, we muft
difcover a gréat want of policy in beating

“down the value of labour, not to mention

the mhumamty of fuch an aéhon. For

it 1s much b@tter, for ~a.rm€r to give an.

mduﬁnous man, who has a large fanuly,
half—awcrown a week. more than 18 gene-

rally given, being only 6l 105, a year,
than to load a farm with that additional’

mcumbrance in the rates; bevaufe when
once a poor man is ob%égg;i 0 have re-

it

courfc to thc parifh, b f‘.ie"f*%& it no

) x

greate lilgrace, o be < siden 10 it for a

crown,
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crown, than a (fhilling, and thelefmeg
when he cannot wholly fupport his family
by labour, he will not care how httle he
contributes towards it.

If owners, and OCCUPICI‘S, of land Would
confent, to raife the price of labour, in

proportion to the increafe of their profits,

a great part of the diftrefs among the poor
would be removed. At prefent they can-
not live by their labour ;—Ilet us examine
their condition. We will frft fuppofe'
that the rent of the cottage is paid, by the
extra-earnings of the fainﬂy,_‘in time of
harveft; and then we may allow fourteen

pence a day, as a medium of wages for the

nan, which is nearly the prefent rate of
wages, taking one place with another.
The wife we will fuppofe to earn three
pence a uay, befides attending upon her
children. "T'his will be eight fhillings and
fix pence a week between them, If they
happen to have five finall children, which
is no wncommon number, how are they
to fupport themfelves? If we allow the

- man
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man a pound and an half of bread every

day, and the wife and children three
qtlartérs of a pound, one with another,
which is about the quantity they will re-
quire, this will be forty-two pounds a
week ; and the price of it cannot be efti-

~ mated, at lefs than three halfpence a pound.

This }byrings\ the article of bread alone to
five fhillings and three pence a week ; and
there remains only three fhillings and
three pence, for all the other neceflaries

of life, which muft be greatly infufficient.
While the prefent high price of provifions -

continues, it 1S 1mpo{ﬁble that fuch a faw
niily can eat any thing except b1ead w}uch
is a very cruel cafe upon a poor man,
whofe whole life is devoted to hard labour,
On the contrary, were he allowed eighteen
pence a day, which would be nearly the
fame proportion as the increafe in the va-
lue of land, and price of provifions, their

income would be together ten {mllmos'
and fix pence a ‘week ; which, under pro-

per management, Would enable them tg
swloath
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cloath themfelves decently, and add about
eight or ten pounds of coarfe meat to their
bread, which they are furely entitled to
by the laws of nature; and the ties of hu-
manity. v

There is fill another caufe, which

greatly heightens this d1ﬁ:1efs, and that is
the difadvantage thefe poor objects labour
under, in carrying their dear-earned penny
to market. Formerly they could buy milk;
butter, and many other  fmall articles in
every parith, in whatever qliantity they
“are wanted. But fince fmall farms have
decreafed in numbér, -no fuch articles are
to be had; for the great farmers have no
idea of .retaiiing fuch fmall commodities,
and thofe who do retail them, carry them
all to towns. A farmer is even unwilling

- to fell the labourer who Wo:rks‘ f(_jr' him &

buthel of wheat, which he might get

ground for threc of four pence a bufhel.

For want of this advantage he is driven to

the meal-—man, or baker, who in the ordi=

nary courfe of their profit, get at leaft tent
) P!?l' |
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per cent. of them, upon this prmcxpal A

ticle of their confumption; which they
might fave, if their employc’rs‘ would fup‘;
ply them with corn, at the commoii
market-price, In thort they laboui under
every difcouragement. - For the vety per
fons who have the advantage of their la-
bour, and whofe duty it is to make their

{ituation comfortable, are often their great= ‘

eft oppreflors; and as the principal far-
mers of every parith are generally the
overfeers of the poor, their complaints are
frequently made to a deaf ear,

‘It will doubtlefs be afked, how fhall we

| obviate all thgéfe evils, and where is the re-

medy for them ? To thefe queftions every

one has a different anfwet, according to
~the difference of his ideas. My anfwer is,

Let gentlemen of fortune take upon them

the fuperintendance, and regulation, of

country-buﬁnefs more than they do. Let
them a& as guardians to the. poor, by con=
ﬁdermg their eftates as in good, aor bad
g@ndluon, only in pxopmf;xon to the com-

i fortable,
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formble, or m1fe1able condition of the las

bourers who : cultivate them. Let them
reduce the fize of their farms, in order to
increafe the fmaller articles of plonﬁons,
and to throw them into more channels:

Let them increafe the prsce of labour, in
proportxon to the rife upon land, and the -

price of prov1ﬁons‘ By fuch encourage-
ment, the mduﬁuous poor will find a com-

fortaDle fuppmt._ 1 fay the induftrious s

becaufe I do not know any fclieme, or any
law that can alter the difpofition, and force
people to be induftrious, whether they will

~or no. And from hence, I CODCClVC, it

has, in part, happened, that much wifer

" heads than mine have been puzzled how

to make any effeCrual amendment to our’

Poor-Laws. The late Earl of Hardwickey
'v'md Sir Richard L/aya’ it is well known,

had this point long. ‘under confideration 3

| and Lhe refult was, that with all their large

experience, and eonfeﬁed abilities, they

were obliged to leave the matter juft as
they found it. T he loud cries oi the poor

have

[ 241 ]
have now afreth excited the attention of
the legiflature. Houfes of indu‘ry, as
they are called, feem now to be the fa-

vourite object; and they have lately been

recommended with a {pirit of ingenuity,
and humanity, that will ever do honour to
the able author of “ Obfervations on the
“ Poor-Laws, &c.” *, T wifh fuccefs to
every {cheme that tends to fpread general
happinefs; and if houfes of induftry thould
be adopted ‘by Parliament, may no unto-
ward accident prevent the good defign of
the projectors | May the diligence and zeal
of future overfeers ever keep an even pace;
and a good intention not fail, as it hag
fometimes done, with the novelty of it
In the mean while, as f{uch a capital
change muft be the work of time, let it
be endeavoured, to make the poor, as com-
fortable as may be, in their own parifhes,

"From the general demolition that has hap-
" pened, other houfes will be wanting for

® Wiritten by the Reverend R. PorrEr,

R | their
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their accommodation, befides houfes of Inz
duftry 5 and the poor are not lefs attached
to domeftic endearments than the rich,
Let mioe, or any other plan he adopted for
this purpofe. It matters not who is the
projector, proifi_.dcd ‘thé; indufirious man
receive due engéuragement, to coatinug
his labour. But I am per_fua&ed that every
gentleman will ﬁnd his account, in pur-
fuing the humane, and juft, meafureé, I
have ventured to recommend His eftate,
by being fo maluiaﬂy eafed 1n the arude
of the poor’s tax, will not pay him a far-

thing lefs than it does at prefent 5 and he .

will be honoured and diftinguifthed in hlu

elghbourhcod by the nobleft appellatlon,{ .

fupemor to all titles, that of being the PooR
MAN'S FRIEND. |
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DECLARATION:

HE handfome manner, in which
‘the two editions of my former pub-
Yication have been received by the Public,
and the benefits which I truft have in

- many inftances been derived from my -

{uggeflions, have been felt by me, with the
higheft fatisfaction and 'gr»a.t‘it'ude° A;ﬁd

~ having had feventeen years fubfequent ex-

perience, in the moft extenfive ‘manage-
ment and improvement of eftates, I am,
from thefe confiderations, induced to offer
a few additional obfervations, which have

ftruck me fince my firft publication.

Though I will frankly allow, that like -
other profeflional men, I have had my pe-
R 3 cuniary
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cuniary reward, for the fervices I have

‘rendered my refpective friends ; yet I can

affert, with the utmoft regard to truth, that
in eftimating the value of eftates, between
landlord and tenant, I have always con-
fidered myfelf as the common friend of
both; and endeavoured to ac the part of
an honeft evidence between them: and
where T have entertained doubt, I have
never failed to let the fcale preponderate
in favour of the latter. In addition to
this, it has been my great aim, to qualify

gentlemen of landed. property, to be judges

of the value of their own eftates; and by
exciting in them an attention to rural
concerns, to learn them to diftinguifh the
real wants of the opprefled, from the un-
reafonable demands of the idle and pro-
fligate ; and to a& as guardians to the
lower clafles of mankind, whofe comfort
it is greatly in their power to augment,

without-

[ 247 1

w1th0ut any injury to themfelves.. I thall

perfevere in my foriner plan ; and where I
fee prejudices, which operate againft the
good of fociety, {hall endeavour to remove

them;

R 4 AGRICUL=
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AGRICULTURE,

%7" THICH 1 formerly remarked, had

been very little attended to as a
{cience ; has however of late years been
much more the obje& of men of fortune
than formeily; and has received great
encouragement from different focieties, as
well as individuals, who have given the
mofit liberal afliftance to it, by premiums
and honorary commendation, to thofe
who have rendered themfelves ufeful in
1ts prqmotion 5 and thefe proceedings
have been followed with the moft bene-
ficial confequences, to trade and com-
merce, the great branches of national
profperity. 'The Society of Arts, Manu-
faftures, and Commerce, of which I have

now

e O
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now the honour to be a member, has

thewn the moft laudable zeal for its pro-

{perity; and I am perfuaded, the public
will derive great advantage, from their tak-

ing it up ona more extenfive ficld, than any

other fimilar fociety has been able to do; -

the account of every rational egperiment,
that is communicated to them, being con-

{picuoufly regiftered, and urgently recom-.

mended, as an example of imitation.

A fenfible appropriation of foil to its
right ufe, and of the moft profitable ftock
of cattle to the foil moft fuitable to it,
has been latély thought worth the atten-

tion of thoufands, who were before {fupine

and indifferent as to the vaft importance

of this confideration.—But there is yet
much to do, and nothing fhould be neg-
leCed, which promotes general good; for
agriculture, though improved, is very far

from

N
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froin having reached its zenith in Engs
land.

Moft other improvements carry only

local advantages, but improvements in
agriculture are diffufive of univerfal good;
and therefore every individual, or fociety
of men, who promotes their extenfion, de-

ferves the approbation and thanks of man«
kind,

"COMMONS.

COMMON S,

' N addition to the various remarks, 1

have before made upon thefe large
negle@ed tra&s of land *, I truft I fhall

~ not be thought prolix, if I fay a word or

two more.

Mr."King, in his calculations of the

~quani:ity of wafte land in England and

Wales, reckons three millions of acres.
Since his time the quantity is confiderably
diminithed ; but there can be no doubt,
but there are at this time, full two mil-
lions, exclufive of roads and mountains;
at leaft two thirds of which, will anfwer
cultivation.

# See chapter on Wafte Liands, page go.
4 § From

EYs

Tt
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From obfervation and enquiry, I find,
that in the moft fertile parts of England,

the people emrployed in apricultsre, and
the rural trades conneted with it, are in

about the proporticn of one. to fix acres ;

and if 2 proportionate number be added
.. for the towns, and people employed in

other trades not conne@ed with hufbandry,
the number will be perhaps, as one to

-t four acres of land. But, as the more or-

dmmy parts will not carry {o hgh a po=-
pulation, the fafer average may be to fet
the {cale gensrally, as one perfon to five

third of the number of people which they
would do, if they were well cultivated,
here is a vifible lofs of an hundred thou-
fand inhabitants, which this country might
fupport more than it does: and the ad-

vantages which might be derived froni -

{uch an increafe of population, ina frading

country, I fhall leave to the pen of tac |

financier to eftimate.

L

And

i3

acres; and as thefe lands do not fupport a -

T

e

5 9
¥
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And why fhould not the greater part of
thefe rude tralts of land, be cultivated?
‘Why fhould this rough Jewei {till remain
unpohfhed ?

" The arguments for theu continuance in

their f‘refem fate, as I have before ob-
ferved, are in general grounded on mif> 7,

taken principles of humaﬁitv ; and though

'often {pecious, cannot be 1upported by

found reafomng

‘There are however fome Commons,
sicated interefls cannot

-

which from coci

be inclofed; in which cafe I recommend

my readers, to adcpt a particular mode for
improving them, which was publithed by
me in the Annual Regifter, for the year

17803 by wiich means, they may be made
~at leaft, pleajany to the eye, and comfort-
"able to the foot, and confiderably more
| produéhyc than they now are.

COMMON
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COMMON FIELDS,

T has long been a fubje& of infinite
conjeGture, how the land of different
eftates, became originally, fo fcattered and
divided in Common Fields. Many rea-

~fons are affigned for it: but, waving all

ufelefs inveftigation of this fort, I fhall

briefly confider the difadvantages, that,

jand of this defcription is at prefent fub-
je&to; and endeavour to fhew the ad-
vantages that refult from laying it more
zogether, and inclofing it.

Land, when very much divided, is the
occafion of great lofs of time to the occu-
pier, in going over a great deal of ufelefs
fpace, in keeping up a commumcatmn,
with the different pleces. As it lies gene-
rally in 10n0 narrow {lips, it is but feldom

ki . it
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it can receive any benefit from crofs
ploughing and harrowing, therefore it
cannot be kept fo clean ; but what is ftll
worfe, there can be but little variety ob-

{erved in the fyftem of cropping ; becaufe
the right which 'every parifhioner has of

commonage over the figld, a great part of
the year,_'prevents the fowing of turnips,
clover, or other grafs feeds, and confe-
quently cramps a farmer in the ftock,

“which he would otherwife keep,

On the contrary, when land is mclofed
{o as to admit of fowmg turmps and feeds,
which have an improving and mchoratmw

tendency ; the fame foil will, in the Courfe’
of a few years, make nearly double the

return it did before, to fay nothing of the

~wonderful improvements, which fome-
times refult from a loam or clay, which

when Well laid down, will fometlmes be-
come of twice the permanent value in
pafture, that it ever would as ploughed

ground,
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ground. Moft ftriking effeéts of this fort,

are to be feen in Leicefterthire and Nor-
thamptonfhire, and other of the midland

~counties. 'Fhis indeed has been urged

by fome as an argument againft incloﬁng;
as they would infer, that it leffens the
quantity of arable land too much, and
tends to make corn dear. But the ex-

cefles of grazing and ploughing, will

correct themfeives. If arable land be laid
down, there is a great deal of cea‘rfe_'old
pafture land, which may be broken upj;
the turf of which wants renewing, and this
old gmfs land, which could not fo well

have been {pared before; is of all land that

which is beft adapted to the growth of
potatoes, hops, hemp, and flax. 'The

markets will ever regulate the due pro-

portion of arable and grafs land, better

than any fized plan ahﬂ‘t can be f{ug-

e -
?eued.
Loy) .

- If we properly confider the benefits
refulting
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refulting to population, from mcloﬁm)‘
(though that as well as the benefits which ,,’
‘might be derived from commons, has been
{uperficially queftioned) it will firike us |
~with aftonithment. Let the populatlon
‘of England be compared with what it was

fifty years fince, and 1 pt:_efumc' it will be
found: increafed nearly a third: if I were

‘afked the caufe, I thould fay, that I believe
it is“chiefly from ihcloﬁng 5 and‘my reas
fons for it are, that in all places where my
obfervation has come, it carries full proof.

I have feen the effe@®s in many parts of

‘England, but T fhall fubjoin one ftriking
inftance. 'The parifh of Felbrigg in' Nors:
~folk; “confiting of 1,300 acres of land, -
~which, till the year 1771, remained time
out of mind in the following flate: 400
acres inclofed, 100 wood land, 400 acres
common  field, and 400 in common

or heath. By authentic regifters at- dif-

ferent periods, it ‘appeared that the num-

er of fouls had never been known to
L85 ~ exeecd
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exceed 124, which was the number in
1}745 ; in 1777, they were only 121: and
at this time, they amount to 174. This -
rapid incr eafe, 1 attribUte' to the: recent
improvements made in the parifh, by in=
clofing the common field land,: and by
converting moft of  the common into
-arable land and- plantanons. The panfh

has no  particular- connettion with- any

‘other, -and. thercfore its own increafe -of
Jabour, and produce, ‘muft be the caufe of

‘this {’mkmg ﬂtexanon. ,

If then mcloﬁng be found fo beneﬁcmi
.every obftruttion to it ought to be :re-
moved. In the firft place, there ought to

be one general act of: parliament formed,.

under which any parifh that could agree
in itfelf, fthould be able to take  fhelter;

‘or even any two or more perfons agreeing

upon-any exchange of land, or the fepa-
sation of a mixed intereft, whereby the

inclofing of fuch land was the refult,
: " thould

e

e e e e s e e i A e e e e

[ 259 ‘]_

thould, upon payment of fore fihall éon=

-fideration, receive the fanCtion of a thort

fommary law to bind their agreement;
this would mfenﬁbly lead to a vaft ﬁeld of
:mprovement.

Something of this fort was attempted

~ fome time fince; but the gentleman who
brought it forward, was not fufficiently
“popular to carry the bufinefs through, and

perhaps there might have been fomethingf
exceptionable in his plan: it is however

~ to be wifthed, that fome refpe&able and

well informed perfon in the Houfe of
Commons, would confider the magnitude
and importance of the objed, and bring it
forward again. If fuch an attempt be
made, upon found and rational prmcxplesj, ,

1 flatter myfelf the prefent adminiftration

would not be agamf’c its introduétion ; nor,
I truft, at a lofs, to find the means of re-
moving, one of the principal obftructions
to the prefent n@ode of inclofing, namely,

S 2 - the
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the very high fecs that are at prefeat
taken when a ‘Bill is folicited, which al«
ways operates as a powerful difcourage-
ment to undertakings of this kiﬁd, and
fometimes fets it W}‘dly ’Lﬁde, efpeciaHy

' the fmalleﬁ thare in the ver,_r;c,-i{ﬂ.mynt,
though the trouble to thofe who pafs the

aét, s not perhaps the leaft increafed by
it. - But this-is not all the difcourage-
ment, for in the courfe of obtaining a bill,
the. evidér;.ce ‘muft all go viup “to town ;“

firft, to be {worn at the bar of the Houfe |

of Lords ; afterwards to attend the ]udgeé,'
who are often fo much eﬁgaged in “other
bufinefs of great nati nal - confequence,
that they are . pf:rhaps unable to take ths
examination for fome time. 'The expence
is therefore confiderably increafed by their
continuance in town; after this, a Com-
~mittee of the Lords and Commons muft
be at‘°nc.€d s and as thefe attendances are
often at! ntervals Qonﬁdembly diftant from

oy
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each other, the evidence muft all “this time

either be fuppmted In town at a great
expence, or make three or four journies.,
And as this fort of evidence is generally |,
given by profeflional ‘men, whofe tiine is
valuable ; thefe delays are very inconve-
nient, and frequently operate o powerfully
upon the minds of - people, that many an’
inclofure “is pafled over, which +vould
otherwife have been effected. And this, in
a great meafure, will account for {o. many

~of our commons and common fields hav-

ing o long remamed in their prefent ftate.

In making theie xemazks my meaning

~is not to caft any reflection upon any

quarter, but to awaken the attention of

‘the Legiflature to the importance of the

{ubjed, that all pofiible encouragement

‘may be given to the enterpize of the i in-

dividual, - for all improvements in agr icul-
ture, which carry gr and weight, and in
the end become national objets, muft be

S 2 effected
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\

' ¢ﬁ°e&cd by the individual ; becaufe it mufk

be the multitude that cultivate the hidden
corners of the earth, and out of a little
make a mickle. Any thing which govern-
ment could do in a 'peguhiary, way, by
encouraging a few perfons in a local fitu-
ation, will never operate fo extenfively as
the natural exertions of the public;'but
it is incumbent on government, to give
the individual all the affiftance it can, to
remove  all vexatious obftructions, and
fmoo‘th”the road to all honeft undertakings

" which individuals may with to bring for~
~ward. It s likewife prefumed, that it

would he found policy in government, as
it will ever derive a proportionate advan-

tage, from the induftry of the people. T

truft therefore, that the legiflature will
fee the neceflity of contriving a more fura-
mary mode of fanioning inclofures in ge-

neral, for the good of mankind, as well as

its own emolument..

REMARKS
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REMARKS ON THE PROPORTIONATE
VALUE OF REAL AND PERSONAL.
PROPERTY. ;

EAL and perfonal property, have

ever been purchafed and fold at

different rates of intereft, but have always
preferved a fort of proportionate fcale.

~ The difference in point- of feCurit-V will
of courfe bias their value fomething; but
there are other caufes to be conﬁdered
which affect them more.

t

The general value of property in‘'a com-

mercial country, is principally governed by

the great fpring of human induftry. Its

particular value by the difference of te-

nures, cuﬁoms, and various othcr local cone
fiderations.

S 4 | l-Thc
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The permanency of landed plopexty,

‘and the command it gives, are ftrong in-

ducements to plefer it to every other kind
of fecurity ; on which account, we no
fooner fee a fortune-acquired, than we per-
ceive the poffeflor of it anxious to fecure
it on this bafis, ;

On the other hand, there are fo mangy

charges, 1ncumb1 ances, and drawbacks, in-.
cident to landed eftates, that women n

general, and many other perfons, will
often prefer- government, or even private

{ecurity.to it, efpeual]y as they get a higher

mtereﬂ:

From thefe confiderations, and the
changes which death is continually mak -
ing in' property, there muft be always a

‘great fluctuation of it in this opulent.

country : ¢ Somuch the better,” fays the

{pirit of law; which is faid to abhor long
Poﬂeﬁion, .

Bu;
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- But to come more to the point I have.
in view : It would undoubtedly be a moft
bencﬁcml thing to the public, if the tranf—,
fer of eftates could be made ~with the
fame ‘eafe_ as a transfer of perfonal pro-
perty is made in the funds; that is, that
a clear, neat, unequivocal return from a

landed eftate, fliould find a purchafer with
lefs dlﬁiczulty than it does now. This

however can never be the cafe ina generalt |

way ; as particular ﬁtuauons, and various
other,conﬁderatmns, will always affe&t the
landed intereft. But there ‘are. certain

points to becleared up, and obftruGions

that may be removed, which would give a
great fprmg to its falc and mrcaianon.

it is a nice poxn‘t to dlﬁmgmfh properly,

the proportionate wvalue whxch one tenure
bears to another. |

But, this is not all that is rcqulred for
the feparating of combined interefls. The

afccrtamin,g
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afcertaining the value of reverfions after

lives in pofleflion, or terms of yéars,( and
~ the proper allowance to be made for ne-

ceffary buildings, are all connected toge-
ther, and attended with difficulty ; in fo-
much, that when thefe calculations come

before perfons who are not expert at them,
‘they are very puzzling, and frequently
done upon loofe, vague principles, and con~

fequently W1th maccuracy

Nineteen} times out of twenty; eftates

are bought and folq ‘upon round nume

bers.

If there is a mixture of inferior te-

~ nure, perhaps too much or too little may

be allowed for it. The want of a true

cmtenon creates doubt; and doubt im-

pedes the transfer: any thing therefore
that can aid the purpofe of paffing eftates
from one perfon to another, with the
greater fac1hty, may be properly introduced

~ here.

.Suppoff: ,
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Suppole then that-the gradual {cale, by
way of an "outline, be takén 1 up thus.
When"‘the funds ftand pfctt'y‘\-f’ceady'at
four per cent. the ftandard of mortgages
may be confidered at four and an half.
'The fee ﬁmple on the neat return of land
ought then to be current at three; copy-
holds of inheritance upon a fine certain,
at three and an half; copyholds with a
fine at the will of the lord, at four. This

general rule is fhort, and may be regiftered

in the mind of every man of bufinefs, who

- is concerned in buying and felling eftates;

and on many occafions, it is prefumed, may
be of ufe to him. But where c'u_‘cﬁm,.
ftances are particularly complicated, it is
fometimes neceflary to go into a deeper
calculation : in fuch cafes, there are many
perfons in London to whom recourfe may

be had.  And I truft it will not be thought

- improper to obferve in this place, for the

information of my friends, and any other

perfens wanting affiftance of this fort, that
I have

~
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I have eftablithed an Office for. Landed
Property in Craig’s Court; where Eftates

for purchafle and fale are eftimated, and
calculations of every denomination that

can affe@® them, are made upon terms. of
moderation ; and thofe terms always ftated
before the bufinefs is undertaken.

THR
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THE IMPORTANT QUESTION OF LEABES

CONSIDERED.

T HE ancient * feudal rtenurés"had;
| undoubtedly, a ftrong tendency to.
enflave mankind, by fubjecting them to

the controul and power of an arbitrary

lord ; but, like moft other things, there
were fome advantages to be found in the
fyftem. Every man who held land, had

~a certainty in it, as the tenant generally

held his pofleflion for life.  When thefe
tenures were difcountenanced by the more

~liberal f{pirit of modern law, fome new
- compact became neceflary, and terms of

years were fubftituted in lieu of the for-
mer ; for as land properly‘ managed re-
quires great expence‘,. and f{eldom anfwers
that expence in one year, it was but rea-

fonable,
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fonable, that the man, who applied his
judgment, devoted his labour, and ventured

‘his capital, fhould have fome reafonable

time allowed him to reimburfe himfelf,
and derive fome- proportlonate reward for
what he had done.

In the courfe of time, this term began
to be reduced into a certain number of
years; and as moft of the land was for=
merly under the regulation of two crops

‘and a fallow, the time allowed was from
“three to twenty-one years:  And the latter

in the end became the moft general limi-
tation, and is the moft prevalent term for
Jeafes at this time.

That leafes are the firft, the greateﬂg
and moft rational encouragement that can
be given to agriculture, admits not in my
opinion of a doubt; but of late years, there
are very firong prejudices ~entertained

~.againft them.

X | ’ Let
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‘Let any impartial man take a view of
two_diftriés, where it is the cuftom to
grant leafes, and where it is not: in the
former, he will (renerally find a refpetable
yeomanry, and a well cultivated country ;

in the other, an 1nd1gent {piritlefs race, fol-
lowing 4 contracted fy{’cem of hﬂﬂ)andry,

calculated to. anfwer no - permfment pur-

pofe of advantage to themfelves or land-

lords. Yet, there are many gentlemen,
who to have fuch people at immediate
command, prefer the continuance of a

{lovenly, unproduéhve {hle of hufbandry, ,

to neatnefs and fertility. -

In fome parts of England, the pI’leldlCC
againft leafes is fo ftrong, that fome land-
lords will be tempted almoft as foon to
to grant a tenant a reafonable term in
them. Itis Very unfortunate for a country
where this abhorrence of leafes prevails,

as it keeps back an immenfe fcene of im-,
' provement,

e
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~which, without leafes, where the means
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‘provéfiueht,, which otherwife "would take
~place, and robs the induftrious occupier

“of a deal of comfort which might be be-

flowed upon him; and this can produce
no other confolatlon to the owner, than

“that of his having the country more at
command, and forcing a certain degree of

refpedt from it; which is abfurd to the laft
degree; for a landlord may enfure as much
real refpet from a tenant on leafe, ‘as
from a tenant at his immediate will and

pleafure, and at the fame time, fecure
bis property better, and ftipulate for im-

provements to the extent of his inclina-
tion. |

In the eaftern counties, where it is more
the caftom to grant leafes, than in the
midland part of England, agriculture is
“upon the moft refpectable f footing; and

within half a century, there are.many
eftates more than doubled in their value;

of

T
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of improvement was heavy, could not
have carried a third of the advance ‘that

has been put upon them. In fhort, it f
feems unreafonable to expe&t a2 man to

employ the whole of his capital; and to.
devote the beft part of his life; upon an
eftate; which, upon the death or mere.
caprice of his landlord; he is hablc to be

- turned out of, at {ix months notice:

I do not, however, mean to imply, that

leafes ought not in any cafe to be withheld;
“there are certainly fome exceptions againft

the practice, I would with to fee eftablith-
ed: For inftance, if lands are fituated very
near a gentleman’s houfe, part of" which
it may perhaps be an object, on fome fu-

. ture oceafion, to take into hand, or where

a minor is very néar coming of age, or

- where there is any immediate view of

fale; in fuch cafes, it would be imprudent
to grant leafes, But where none of thefe
T ~ contin-
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contingencies ftand in the way; and where
eftates are under an entail, or in a family,
that has no idea of parting with them ;

leafing is unqueﬁlonably the moft effeGual

means of raifing the value of an eftate ;

as it cnables the owner to ftipulate for

im provements in what way and proporuon

he pleafes, which he cannot do fo well by

any other means.

. THE
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THE DUTY OF 4 COUNTRY
JGENTLEMAN.

“HE duty of a ’country gentlenﬁan
may be divided into two paztb,
public, and private.

His pubhc duty conﬁﬂ:s prmcxmlly in
his office as maglﬁratc ; in which {{auon
he ‘has it in his power to render real fer-
VICC( to his country; in a juft adminiftration
of the pbWer the law has éntruf’ccd him
with. This branch of duty, embraces
every thing relative to peace and order,
regulations relative to the public roads,
and various other particulars 3 in. which

~ capacity, he is a moft ufeful member of

{ociety, when he attends to his great office
with fteadinefs and impartiality.

T 2 His




ST DRI L e m 3]

2 e
LERTERTS L

b
i1
i
i
3

Rl 276 ]

His private duty is of another kind. In
fome inftances it is common with all man-
kind, as far as relates to ties of relation-
thip. But, as a country gentleman, I con-
fider him, as an agent moving in a wider

field. Asthe nature of his property creates
vdepéndants, Whofe‘ happinefs and' pro-
fperity he has often the power of increaf-

ing ; and where he can do it without in~
jury to himfelf, it clearly becomes a moral
duty at leaft, though he is not compelled

to do it by law. o

His firft object is to guard agaiﬁi’c pre-

~judice and improper bias; for if he once

foffers that to take pofleflion of his mind,

- alt his decifions between one man and an-
other, will create diffatisfaction, inftead of
reverence and efteem. But if he can efta-

‘blith a chara&er for impartiality, he may,
like an equitable Chancellor, decide an
huﬂdfed little controverfies between his
inferior néighbours and tenants, which

| will
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will often {upercede vexatious appeals to

the law.

He fhouid, alfo in fome degree, confider

‘himfelf a truftee for the public ; and where

it does not affe& his own intereft, he
fhould make fuch a difpofition of his pro-
perty, that it may diffufe as much good to
{ociety as poflible.

He fthould call forth and encourage in-
duﬁry; and where he exercifes feverity, it
fhould be directed againft indolence.

1 do not however mean  to imply, that

it is incumbent on him to give away his
eftate 5 but to be ftudious to put it under
fuch a courfe of management, that it may

tend to {erve others as well as himdfslf. ¢

is therefore a moft laudable thing, whaa

“the lord of a great diftric adopts princi-

ples of this fort, and looks out for proper
objets of encouragement. |

T3 - As
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As a negative good quality, he will do
well for his own peace of mind not to be
too tenacious of his game, and where he i is
obhged to 1nﬂ16’c pumfhment for its pro-
tection, to do it with lenity and mildnefs,
thch W1l‘ fecure the objecf’c better than
-great feveuty

Farmers are undoubtedly the na tural
guardlans of the game ; and where they

. are trea ated by their }andlords with confi~

dence, they will always prote& it much
| better than a game -keeper.

T have taken the hberty to give thxs
laft hint, as highly deferving attention ;
for when a gent?eman“lofm himfelf upox
thlS gzcund he is conﬁdered as a man
who loves power, and he feldom re covers
the full confidence of the country, and

thprefore on that account cannot carry thc-:\

welght in other meafures Wthh he would
\ch@qu{i do, which is a great pity, be-
| | | caufe
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caufe he naturally ftands in a great flation,
as he is one of the ftrongeft links in  {o-
ciety, between government and the lower
orders of mankind; and he is a real
blefling to the diftri¢t where he lives,
when he unites the three great Ch'm@ce—
riftics of, a countly gentleman, a good
nelghbour, and a good magiftrate, .

T 4 A WORD
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A WORD TQ THE WISE,

HE great bug_‘b*cars' to Landed Pro-

perty, are, Repairs, and Poor Rates,
In many parts of England, they a-
mount to more than half the valuc of an
cﬁ:atea

R’épairs are in a great meafure governed
‘by'cuﬁom‘. An occupier of land, is en-
titled to neceflary conveniences; but a
landlord not only fuffers himfelf to be
impofed upon, when he yields to improper
indulgences, but {ets an example, that in
other places operates againft the good of
his neighbour. In fome particular coun-

ties, tenants arc very unreafonable in their

demarxds of this fort, therefore it behoves
their landlords to be very f’ceady in what
t‘ley grant ; and it thould be fo contrived,

| that,

[ 281 ]
that the tenant has fome intereft in the
fupport of his buildings, by being made to

feel fome proportion of their expence,

which will make him the more careful to
look after them.

The charge for the relief of the Poor

'3s a more ferious matter ; as it is not only

very heavy at prefent, but an increafing
burthen. Many fenfible well-difpofed

men, have exercifed their 'perfrs upon this

fub_]e&, and the legiflature has endeavour-
ed in vain to apply a remedy equal to the

difeafe. I have not the prefumption to
‘aim at laying down any fixed rules, for the

cftablithment of any new, or the amend-
ment of any old law, for the better regu-
Jation of the poor ; but fimply advile the
n and prattice of a few private
cules, which I flatter myfelf, in many local
diftri¢ts, may be attended with advantage
to the giver, and comfort to the receiver.

lmltatxo
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There are two principles, which fhould
be kept alive as much as poffible, in the
minds of the poor ; pride, and fhame : the

former will lead them to the attainment of

comfort, by honeft means, and the latter
will keep them from being burthenfome
to their neighbours. But m'any of the
modern plans for: making provifion for
them, have tended to deftroy thefe prin~
ciples.

A man born to no inheritance, who -

affiduoufly devotes his whole life to la-
bour, when nature declines, ought to be
diftinguithed from the lazy and profligate

wretch, who has feldom worked but byl

force 5 one ought not to be. crouded inta
the fame habitation with the other. But
in houfes of induftry, there can be no dif-
tinction. P

~The focial clubs for mutual relicf, whiéh
are prevalent in many parts of the Weft

o e T T T
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of England, are highly commendable, and
well worth the attention of the landed
intereﬁ If 2 little encouragement could

be given to thefe laudable {ocieties, fince

they are now fanion=d by law, it would

tend very much to encourage the poor to’

ﬁruggie with their dhﬁCULUCS, and it
would be confiftent with found policy, as
Well as humanity, in the rich: and opu]ent,
to add little donahonb to the poor man’s
neft egg on thefe occafions. Earl Har-
court’s exarapie at N uneham, i n Oxford-
fhire, is highly deferving imitation ; if a
poor man I‘)uté a penny into the focial
box, he puts in another; if a farmer or
tiadefman Contmbutes a {hﬂhnfr he adds
another and by this means the 0001 rates
are kept low, and thp {pirit of the pea-
(antry unbrpken?

It is evident that the labourer Who can
keep a cow or a pig, 1 always a faithful

fervant to the farmer who employs him.
* He
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He has a ftake in the common mterelt of
the country, and is never prompt to riot
in times of fedition, like thé man who has

nothing to lofe; on the contrary, he is a

;&rcmg link in the chain of nationalvfecurity.

There are but few gi*éat farmers inclined
to. accommodate, cottagers in the indul-
gence of a little land, and when they do
let them any, it is generally at double the

“zent they give for it; but I am perfuaded,

if there were a certain number of cottages,
in proportion to the fize of the eftates, and

they were accommodated with a couple of |

gcres of land, to cnable them to keep a cow,
and rear two or three pigs, and thefe places
were beftowed as a reward to labourers
of particular good condud, it would do
wonders towards the redufion of the
rates, and the p1elew4’uon of order. I

have been Wrnefs to {feveral ﬁriking

‘pfoofs of this, in many | labourels who have

been thus favoured; vaho have thewn an
attachment
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attachment to their mafters truly exems
plary. - There cannot well be too many
of thefe places attached to great farms.

There is another thing, which it is
certainly incumbent on the occupiers of
land to do; which is, to fupply their own
labourers with wheat at a moderate price,

‘when the ‘price in’the market is high and

«oppréﬂive fo them. It is but reafonable
that the human fervant thould fare as
well as the animal fervant; a farmer does
not give his horfe a lefs quantity of oats
becaufe they are dear, nor is it reafonable
that the ploughman or the threfher in the
barn, thould have lefs for his penny, be-
caufe his mafter gets a great price. But I
do not mean to fay, this fhould be extend-
ed to manufa@urers, becaufe they are in
genei‘ai better paid than labourers in agri-
culture 5 and have not fo immediate a
claim upon the land, as the workmen mn
’g}wc wuey'ud

I
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If one: other thing, in aid of Wiiét I have
taken the liberty to fuggeft, could be efta-

blithed, it ‘would perhaps go near to re<-

medy all grievances, and i a great med-
fure fet afide the neceflity of the podf
laws; and this would be, the adoptien of
fomething like Mr. Acklond’s fcheme of

taxing labour for its own fupport; by .

levying from the young and lufty, a penny
to be put out upon accumulated intereft;
for the advantage of the old and decrepid;

Age and infirmity would then dip its hand
into the purfe it had helped to fill 5 honeft
pride wculd be preferved s induftry en-
couraged ; and the latter part of a poor’

- man’s life would terminate in comfort:

FINTIS
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