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Ex'pl‘ai_n.‘ and Amend fo much of an A&, made in thc

" Fifth Year of the ‘Reign of %eﬁn-iEL}ZABE’I"H,

intituled, ¢ An A& containing divers Orders for.
¢ Artificers, - Labourers, Servants of Hufbandry,

s¢ .é.hdApprcntjces.,}” as_empowers Juftices of the

- Peace to regulate the Wages of Labourers in Huf..

- bandry,

Note.—T%e Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios
Ll T " idn the written Copy. : : -

i

§3@€)&¢3@€ DER EADS, by certain A& of Parliament, made and’

& w" & -pafled in the Fifth Year of the Reign of Queen Eriza<
3¢ BETH, intituled, ¢« An A& containing divers Orders for |

HRHK ¢ Artificers, © Labourers, Servants of Hufbandry, and .

«. Apprentices,” certain Powers are -given'to Juftices of the Reace,
within the Limits of their feveral Commiffions, to rateand a
the Wages of Labourers, and-of other Servants and Workmen :

Cqun. iﬁﬁeéeas it is expedient to give further Powers Vt’o‘f]u[!‘.icég ;
of the Peace for rating and appointing ‘the. Wages of Labourers in *

Hufbandry: -

S

L May 'fi;\ thé;efere"‘ple:afe:‘fvi'_."dﬁiji‘;M.A ]E‘S TY, o o

‘That it ‘may'be"Ena&ed ; AN be it Enatten by the KING’s
Moft Excellent MajesTY, by and with the Advice and Confent of -
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| [
the Lords Spiritual “and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent
Parliament aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That it
{hall and may be lawful to and for the Juftices of the Peacc, aing
in and for the feveral Counties, Ridings, and Divifions of Counties
(having feparate Commiffions of the Peace) within that Part of
‘Great Britain called England, and. the Dominion of Wales, at any
" General Quarter Seflion of the Peace, to be holden after the pafling
.of this A&, for any fuch County, Riding, or Divifion, to appoint
and adjourn tgany Day and Place within the Limits of their . re-
fpettive Jurifdi&ions, for holding, and then and there to hold, a

General "Seffion for the "Purpofe of carrying into Execution the

Powers given to them by this A& (of which General Seffion public
Notice fhall be given by the Clerk of the Peace,

. Days at the leaft before the holding thercof, in fome News-paper
ufvally circulated within the County, .Riding, or Divifion ; :and in
‘every fuch. Seffion the 'Juftices of the Peace, duly qualified and
acting for every City, Town, Borough, Cinque Port, and Liberty,
‘wichin_any. fuch County atJarge, Riding, or: Divifion, thall affem-
ble ‘themfelves, together with the Juftices, of. fuch County at large,

. Riding; of Divifion, and the' Juftices fo “affembled fhall réfpectively
‘have and be entitled to exercife, in{uch General Seflion, the Powers
of Juftices of the Peace -in the Executiop of this A&, as well for

fuch -€ity,” Town, Borough, Cinqué Port, or Liberty, as. for fuch -

County at large, Riding, or Divifion; and fuch Juftices may-adjourn

" fuch Court of -General Seflion as often as they fhall find it necef-

fary. . . . . . L :
_am he it further Enatten by the Anthority aforefsid, That in

fuch General Seffion f{o. to be holden, the Juftices there affembled, -

cor the major Part of them, thall, and they are hereby authorized

to rate and.appoint. the. Wages, and to fix and declare the Hours .
- of Working, of-all Labourers in Hufbandry (within their feveral -

‘Counties, Ridings, or Divifions, and every City, T'own, Borough,

Cinque Port, or Liberty. therein) by the Day, Week, -Month, or
Year, ‘and’ with Beer or Cyder, or without, Refpect being had to

the Value of Money, and the Plenty or Scarcity of the Tinte; and
the Order or Ordérs of fuch General Seffion, appointing the Rate
of Wages as aforefaid, fhall commence and take Effect from fuch
‘Time (not lefs-than: .. - .~ . -Days from the making of anyfuch

‘Order) as the Juflices' in fuch Seffion- fhall dire®, and: {hall be -
obferved and continue in Force until the fame fhall be revoked or

altered by the Juftices in fome fubfequent General Seflion as afore-

faid: "And.to the Intent that fuch Alterations -of ‘the Rate of

Wages o appointed, as thall from Time to Time be found expe-
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-dient, may 'be -made, it fhall and ma‘y be lawful-to and-for-the Juf~ .
tices of the Peace of every fuch County, Riding, or Divifion, as = 3

coften as they fhall fee Occafion, at any General Quarter Sefiions
‘of the Peace' to be holden at any Time after the Rate of Wages
in fuch County, Riding, or Divifion, fhall haye been appointed by

wirtue of this A&, to appoint any other General Seffion to be holden,

in Manner aforefdid, for the Purpofes of this A&; and the  Juf-
tices affembled in every fuch fubfequent “General Seffion, or the
major Part of them, thall have full Power to revoke, make void,
or alter the Rate of Wages which’ fhall have been appointed at
any preceding Gengeral Seflion, and to make and appoint any new
-or_other Rate of Wages as to them thall feem expedient, Refpect
being always had as aforefaid to the Value of Money, and the
“Plenty or Scarcity of the Time, and other Circumftances neceffary
to be confidered; and every Order of any fuch General Seflion,

- whereby any Rate of Wages {hall be appointed, fhall be printed,
- and by the Clerk of the Peace of every fuch County, Riding, or
Divifion, tranfmitted to the refpe@ive Conftables of .every Parith,

Townthip, or Place therein, to be by fuch Conftables affixed on
the Door of every Parifh Church, and in other the moft public
Places within their refpetive Diftricts. ‘ GOk

' and be it fusther Enalted by the Authority afotefaid, That in

«every County where the General Quarter Scffions have been ufiially
4djourned to, and kept in feveral Places within the: fame County,
for feveral Divifions thereof, the Jultices of the Peace in the faid
feveral Divifions, together with the Juftices for every City, Town,
Borough, Cinque Port, or Liberty, in each refpective Divifion, fhall
and may have and exercife, withih and for the Limits thereof, all. and
every the Powers'and Authorities hereby ' given to Juftices of the

Peace acting for Counties at large, and the Cities, Towns, Boroughs, -

«Cinque Ports, and Liberties therein.

~ eroviden alwaps neycrthele(s, and be it further Enaden,
"That if any Perfon fhall at any Time have been hired as a La-
*bourer in Hutbandry, for any Term or Number of Days, according
to and under the Cenditions of any Rate, Appointment, or Rule
which thall have been made as aforefaid, and any new or other

Rate, Appointment, or .Rule fhall thenafter be. made as_ aforefaid,

fuch Perfon fhall neverthelefs continue fubject to his Engagement
Hfor the Remainder of the Term or ‘Time then to come, and:at.and
Aubje¢t to the Rate, Appointment, or Rule for which he fo hired

" thimfelf;; any Thinvg‘herein ‘contained to thggpntrary potwit}h;{, :

:.ﬁ;rnding.‘, S
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anv be it further Gnagted ‘byb the Autl{ority aforéfaid, That

from and after the Rate of Wages of Labourers in Hufbandry thalt

be, in Manner aforefaid, appointed for any County, Riding, or
Divifion, and from and after the Day on which the Order for ap-
pointing the fame fhall be directed to “take Effe&t and be in Force,
mo Perfon fhall hire or contract for the Work of any Labourer,

- within any fuch County, Riding, or Divifion; 6r any’ City, Town,

Borough, Cinque Port, or Liberty therein, at any lefs Wages than
according to the Rate fo appointed ; and every Contrac, ‘at or'for
any lefs Wages than according to fuch Rate, fhall be void, and not-
withftanding any fuch Contraét every Labourer thall be éntitled to

- demand and receive, for every Day’s Work which fhall be done by

bim, at and according to” the Rate which fhall have been fo ap-
pointed, and in the fame Proportion for any Part of a Day ; and if
any Perfon within. any fuch County, Riding, or Divifion, or any
- City, Town, Borough, Cinque Port, or Liberty therein, after any
fuch Order for the rating of Wages fhall have taken Effe and thall
be in Force, thall, contrary to'the true Intent and Meaning of this
A&, by any Ways, Means, or Device whatfoever, direly or indi-
reétly, for himfelf, or for any - other Perfon or Perfons, contrac
for or pay any lefs Wages for the Work of any Labourer than ac-
cording to the Rate which fhall have been {o appointed as afore-
faid, then cvery Perfon.fo offending, and “being thereof lawfully
«convifted * before any Juftice of the County, City, or Place,
where the Offence fhall be committed, by Confeffion of the Party,
cor on Preof by One or more Witnefs or Witnefles upon Oath,
fhall forfeit and pay, for every fuch Offence, " - Times
{fo much as the Sum by 'him or her given or contracted to ‘be given
thall be lefs than the Amount of the Wages for ‘the Work con-
tratted for or done, according to the Rate which fhall have been

_appointed in Manner aforefaid; and if any Perfon fo convicted thall

neglect or refufe to pay the Sum which he fhall by any fuch Con-
viction be adjudged to have forfeited, fuch Juftice may and fhall,
by Warrant under his Hand and S¢al, dire@ the fame to be levied
by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and Chattels of .the Offender,
and .in Default or Infufficiency of fuch Diftrefs, may and thall
‘commit the Offender to the Common Gaol or Houfe of CorreGion
for.any Time not exceeding . . norlefs than | ..
Days, unlefs .the Penalty or Sum in which fuch Offender fhall he

0 o rand in

_ fuch Cafe the Offender fhall b,e'\cbnimi.t‘ted" for ‘ar‘l’y‘ Txrpe not_exw=

éeeding i qor lefs'than ~ . """ Days,
. of the Penalty or Sum'in which
‘he fhall.be convi&ed, or in every fuch Commitment, unlefs the Pe-

o N : " nalty

}
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aalty {hall Vbe fooner paid ; and upon Payment or Recovery of any

i if he thi J Part
fuch Penalty, fuch Juftice may, if he thinks proper, apply any
tlllx(;rcof forythc Relief of the Labourer who fhall have been ag-

‘ grieved by any fuch Offence, and fo much as fhall not be fo ap-

the Whole of fuch Penalty, if the Juftice fhall fec fit)
}D}lf:l?, \(:i;hix:g N Q_ P Da}tr}s’ after the Receipt thereof, be

tranfmitted by fuch juf{ic‘c:' to the Churchwardens or Overfeers of

. the Poor of the Parith where the Offence fhall be committed, to be

employed and converted to the Ufe of the Poor.of fuch Parifh, or
ﬂm{)l, yat the Difcretion of fuch Juftice, be dg'lxvered to the Mi-
nifter of fuch Parith, to be by him diftributed in Alms to the Pgor
within the fame Pariﬂy - ) i

i Itaps, and be it fuvther Enafted, That every
Cblgg?;]i:?tgggiinﬂ ?any Mafter, Miftrefs, or other Perfon, for any
Offence againft this A, {hall be made and profecutqd within

‘ after fuch Offence thall be committed ;.and upon .
every fuch Complaint and Profecution, any Labouret, with whom
any Conira&, or to whom any Payment {ball - have been made, .
contrary to the Provifions of this A&, fhall be a competent

Witnefs.

B e it . Gnaten, tice fore Whomf
Qnp be it further Euaftey, That the Juftice be

any Perfon fhall be conviéted under this A&, may and {hall caufe
fuch_ Convittion to be drawn up in the Form or to the Effett foli
10wing; : ’ B :

P Day of
. "t 4. B. is convitted
-« before me co - D 'Oneof His Majefty’s Juftices
. < of the Peace for the faid County ofd' b . . foras tge

ce y L uec Proof being made before me, on the

« %’:fh’z?j bel P " [ors ?lpon the Cor}fc'{ﬁon of th;

< faid A.-B:.as the Cafe may be] that [ fpecifying the Of-

« fence, the Timé when, and the Place where] and I do ad-
.« judge the faid - - o payand forfmt for fuch

"« Offence the Sum.of S e leep upder my
¢ Hand and Seal = Pt :

« Be it Remembered, That on this

mfoninm neverthelefy, That if any Ecrfon, who ﬂ1all be con-
‘victed as aforefaid in any Penalty amounting to e

. - thall be defirous of appealing to the next General Quarter
Seffion of the Peace to bé holden for the County or' Place whcreh_
the Caufe of Complaint fhall ag(e, fuch Perfon may, at the Tlm(}
o ' ~ - o

7

R S o

. \\\r
Ty



[ 6]

wof Conviftion, enter into a fufficient Recognizznce with Cne or-

anore Surety or Surctjes conditioned to try {fuch Apped], and to

wbide the Order of), and pay fuch Cofts as fhall be adjudged by

the Juitices at fuch Seflion ; and the Juftices at fuch -Sefiion fhall
and are hereby authorized to take Cognizance of, and to hear and
-aetermine fuch Appeal, andvn‘iay affirm fuch Convi&ion, and award
duch Cofts to cither Party; as” they fhall think proper ; and if the
Convié‘don thall be affirmed, the .Appe]]am {hall immediate]y pay
the Sum which he fhall have been thereby adjudged to forfeit, with
the Cofts ¢f the Appeal, or, in Defanlt of fuch Payment, fhall be
conmmitied to the. Common Gaoi or Houfe of Corre&ion, for fuch
Time, not exceedin ) as the Juftices at fuch
Sefiion {hall think proper. ) '

Proviven aifo, anw it iz further Enafed by the Authority
aforefaid, That no Convi&ion or other Proceeding under this A&
{hall "be quathed or vacated for Want of Form'; and that no Writ
of Certiorars, or other Procefs, fhall iffue, to remove any Proceed-
ing whatfoever, in purfuance of this A&, into any of His MaJesTY's
Courts of Record at Weflminfier. i : » e

Ny it is berehy further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid,
That it thall be Jawful for any Perfon to contra® with and pay to
any Male Perfon under the Age of "~ Years, or to any
Man who from Age, Infirmity, or any other Incapacity,’ fhall be

unable to do the ordinary Work of a Labouring  Man, fo much ,

as he fhall reafonably deferve for the W ork which he fhall be able
to do, and fhall do; and the Juftices of the Peace within their
. refpedtive Jurifdi®ions are hereby empowered, in any Complaint
"or Proceeding before them under this A&, or in any Complaint
of any Mafter 6r Servant refpeting Wages, to judge of and deter-
mine the Ability of the Labourer. o , :

Provivey altvags, amy it ig beteby  further Enaiten by the
Authority afqre(aid,’;Thac nothing in this A& fhall extend to or

or principally in the Work of his Trade or Art; or of any La- -

bourer whoté Diet fhall be wholly provided by his Matter or Mif-
trefs, or other Em ployer 5 or of.any Labouret who thall be dond fids
employed and paid according to ‘the Meafuie or ‘Weight of the
~"Work, orin any other Way, by the Great or Piece ; or of any La-

‘hourer to be employed by the Overfeers of the Poor, or Surveyors -

of the Highways of any Parifh or Place, on Account of the Parith
or Diftrict for which they fhall refpectively ad. S
R o - Proviven,

oy

A e
iDraviven, an it is further Gnatted by the Authority aforefiid,
“That nothing in this A& contained fhall be deemed to take away,

-dbridge, or affe® the Power of Juftices of the Peace, by the Laws

4n being, for recovering and enforcing the Payment of Wages, or
sfor determining the Complaints of Mafters and Servants, - -

and ﬁeuft tucther Gnafied, That this AG fhall be “deemed
-and taken to be a Public A&, and be judicially taken Notice
of as fuch, without the fame being pleaded. .
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Explain and Amend fo much of an A&, made
in the Fifth Year of the Reign of Queen
EvizapeTH, intitled,” ¢ An A& con-
¢ taining - divers Orders for Artificers,
- “¢ Labourers, Servants of Hufbandry, and
¢ Apprentices,” as empowers Juftices of
the Peace to regulate the Wages of La.
bourers in Hufbandry, -7

Ordered 1o be printed 13t February 1800,




