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AN ARGUMENT
' FOR THE
FURTHER DIVISION OF LABOUR,
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- SECTION 1.

Tae two. following facts will, we apprehend,
be denied by no one. The first is, that with all
the excellence which many are so forward to’ as-
cribe to the system of internal Polity established in
this Country, various parts of it teem with Imper-

fection, and indeed Evil. The second is, that to

this Imperfection or Evil, the great body of the
nation are becoming every day increasingly sen-
sitive. .~ | T ' :

But these facts are not to be regarded as mere
Jejune truisms— leading to no inferences, or threat-
ening to bring in their train no consequences, of
magnitude.  They are, on the other hand, preg-
nant with importance; and'précisely'in‘proportion
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~ to that importance must be the claims to notice of

any, or of all Propositions, that are framed (ad-

visedly framed, we, of course, mean), and submit- -

ted, specially to meet circumstances of so grave a
character. ' S ,

For ourselves, we profess to have no Measure to
suggest, no mode of Proceeding to urge, that is of
a nature to correct all the Wrong which in the
working of our Socia_l system discovers itself; but

‘we entertain, and have long entertained, a most

decided conviction, that in looking about for the
sources of much of this Wrong, not one tithe of
the weight is attached, that ought to be attached, to
the very scanty degree of Organization, to the very
little of Development—so to term it, which many
of the Institutions or Arrangements of Civil life
with us, have as yet attained to, or arrived at.

‘It is an attention to this particular, accordingly,
that we wish to bespeak. Tt is some Amelioration
—we would rather say, some Advance or forward
Movement in this respect, that we are most anxious
to have accomplished. - And conceiving.that prior
to all positive progression here, if not as to a very
considerable extent identical with it, there is no-

- thing so indispensably requisite to be resorted to,

as more of -the grand principle of the Division
or LaBour—it is a larger use,  application, or:en-

forcement, of that principle, that we propose most

eXPTeSsly' or immediately to c‘ontend ,for: Ea

' OUR LEGISLATIVE ARRANGEMENTS
offering not the slightest exception to the peculiar

Defectiveness, to the Crudity, as it may be called

2

which we are alleging; furnishing us, on. the con-

trary, with one of the most striking exemplifications
of it, 1t is Wlth them we shall be0“1n our Argument

The author of the “ Wealth of Nations,” tells: us, |

thele is a penod in the progress of states, when the
Artificer in any given material is the kam‘m
upon all the occasions on which that matel ial hap—

pens to be concerned :—when, for instance, the ar-

tificer in Wood, ' besides being a Carpenter, is also
a Joiner, a Cabinet-maker, a Carver in Wood, a

‘Wheelwright, a Plough, Cart, and Waggon Maker
and we know mnot what more; thus engrossnlcr in-

his own' person offices  or occupatlons the -most

multifarious and dissimilar.*  If by any poss1b1hty ,

this statement could be regarded in the light of an

Allegory, we should say that it depicts, with no
ordinary  fidelity, the ‘present actual p0s1t10n or

predlcament of our Leglslatule Only so far, how-

ever, as we thus cite the passage, does it suggest to

us ideas: of analogy or parallehsm to- the case of

Parliament; the entire context being to the effect

€,
tha -as: Somety advances mn numbers a,nd in im-

. lwealthbof 'Nzit_ions, book i. chap 3! |
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provement, the manifold avocations of the Ar tificer
come to be parcelled out among separate sets of
hands, and to constitute in reality, totally distinct
branches of 1ndustry ” nothing, as we all know, in
the slightest degree approximating to which, does
our Legislature, in its whole history, present us with.

Ineriry In unfolding and vindicating our Views of the
OF AT~

~rens sus-~ Imperfection of our existing Legislative Arrange-

MITTED TO _ -
Panuia-  10€Nts, and of the absolute necessity in - their in-

NENT- - stance, of recuiring to more of the principle of the
Division of Labour, the first point to which we
- shall solicit attention, is, the Infinity of Matters
that are now submitted to Parliament, as often as
it assembles, to be discussed, legxslated upon, or in
one way or another disposed of. - T
If very summary or general proof -only were
needed of the great Aggregate of these Matters, we
should have it, at onee and most ‘conclusively, in
the declaration made by Mr. Secretary Peel, in the
House of -Co'mmonsz' ‘April 13,1826, that “ Par-
LIAMENT WAS OVERWHELMED  WITH . BUSINEss.” . We
“should' have it further in.the open avowal. of
~the Speaker of the House of Commons himself,
May 4th, of the preceding Session, that the in-
crease of business in Parliament had come to be
such, that it was ‘impossible to say what matter
would be brought on upon any appointed day, and
“what would not; a state of thing's,”, he remarked,
“from which the gleatest inconvenience resulted,
both to Membels and to the pubhc

5

;"'But for - realizing ’a,ll that we contemplate,

~mere general allegations will not suffice; and we

must -trouble the reader therefore with some de-
tails. : _ . ’

At different times during the last'fevﬁv’ Sessions,
it has-been announced by the public journals, that
on certain days, which they specify, such a variety
of Committees sat upon Bills, that the House of
Commons, with all its accommodatlons could not

contain them. 'We ourselves can give dates within

the period we speak of, when not fewer than five-
and-twenty Committees of the House have sat. on
the same day; and when also not less than eight,
and even twelve separate Committees on perfectly
distinet Bills; many of them, of course, with their
accompaniments of Clerks, professional Attendants,
Witnesses, &e. have actually met in the same rodm,

:the room being one too of most limited dimensions.
~All this, however, falls short—very far short, of

what has been known to. occur. We have lying

‘before us the Report of the Committee of the
- House of Commons, appointed in the Session '6f_
1825, to consider, among other things, of means
for providing additional accommodation for the
meeting of Committees.. ‘We there read as follows:
~“ During the present Session, the Members’ Wait-
‘ing-rooms, the long Gallery, the House of Com-
~mons itself, and even the Court of Exchequer, have

been occupied by Committees. Two hundred and
seventy-six sittings have been held, of public Com-

=
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mittees. - Four of the public  Committees, and
thirty Committees on private business, have met
on a single day, nineteen of the latter having been
Jized to meet in one room.” S

- We shall give one Statement more, particularly
as it shows an important consequence of this pres-
sure of business,. affecting both Members and the
public, Whmh is not of a nature at first sight to
arrest attention. * There were down on their Or-

deen in the House of Commons, May 11, 1827, “a
list for that day of no less than thirty-two Commlt—
tees.  Of these as many as five 1ebpected Scotland ;

- upon each of which his sense of duty would lzame
led him to atten(l had it been poss1ble for him to
have done so.’ SRR o

It would be 1ndu1g1ng our own feehngs 1f we

sion, as a mere scene, that is thus brought under
our view, and the like to which is certainly not to
be met Wlth ‘in the W01kshops of the commonest
hanmcraftsmen '

Laws ox . But the Quantity of our modern Laws is the

tually
passed. 1t more immediately behoves us at present to speak

“item, what is the issue of the toil and hurly-buﬂy
thdt has been descnbed"’ ‘Why, that a Mass of
Actsis added to the Statute Book ever y Session, to

der Book,” said the honourable Member for Aber- :

stopped to comment here, on the bustle and confu-

ments, ac- colisideration uppermost in our minds, and which

to: and touching this single but .most - Welghty ’

T

peruse, we might almost say, but unquestionably
to.digest which, the ordinary term of human life
would hardly suffice for! :

~ Accidental circumstances have 1nduced us, in- the

main, to limit our Strictures regarding Parliament

to .the period- that. intervened between 1822 and

1828;cboth ryears: inclusive ; and- which embraces,

it’ will be . observed, by no means the whole of
the present reign, to say nothing of the Regency.
During that period, however, comprising  seven
short Sessions only, the benefits, in the shape of

Acts of Parliament, conferred upon the Country,

have been to the enormous:amount of two thou-
sand, one hundred, and upwards! A

In performing the part allotted to it in the W01k
of Law-making, the compendious way in which the
Crown, in these times, proceeds, is deserving, we
think, of some mention.  The Houses of Lords and
Commons, ‘it is well known, notwithstanding the
numbers and urgency. of the Matters that crowd
upon them, always entertain every Measure sub-
mitted to them, separately. It is equally well
known, that every - Measure must there advance

by stages, and that for each stage, a different dayis

appointed. His Majesty, however, as at present
advised, sanctions and sends into the world these

“Measures, in bevies of eighty, and even a hundred
- at a time ; thus reducing himself, in the pelfonn-
ance of one of the most exalted of his functlons, to
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the level of ‘a mere puppet or mechanical Agent;
and rendering quite farcical the doctrine, which in
our Books. at least is to be found, however it may
now.be abrogated in practice, of an additional se-
curity being derived to the nation, in the passing of

1its laws, by the exercise, in turn, of the royal Wis-

dom.or Discretion with regard to them.* . }
But from what has preceded, no estimate, un-

less it fall far short of the truth, can. be formed
~of the sum total of Business that annually de-
- volves upon Parliament..

Passing by the various
questions of a purely political character, that never

~ fail to arise, and to be at considerable length dis-
~cussed in the course of each Session, the Upper

House, it is to be remembered, combines with. its

legislative Cares, the duties of a supreme .. Court

of Judicature: in which latter capacity the claims

~upon it are to such an extent, as to have called, for

several Sessions past, for labours from the House,
beneath which it has. fairly groaned : and notwith-

~standing which, a: .Mas‘s‘t of Cases in arrear exists
‘there at this moment, with no prospect of being
adjudicated upon, for years to come.

- As it respects. Paxhament collectlvely, but pal—

e

* We have spoken in this paragraph quite withi_n,éomphss, for on May

- 8, 1826, the royal assent was given to cighty-six Bills ; and on the 26th
" of the same month, “the ceremony was repeated to the tune of one hun-

dred and twelve.

9

ticularly as it respects the House of Commons,
its freedom of access to Petitioners of all descrip-
tions, is, it will be recollected, what is much
vaunted of it. . And how numerous do the public

-suppose the Calls upon the time and attention of

the lower House to be, arising exclusively out of

this feature in its character? We think ‘our readers

will be somewhat startled at learning that those
of the “ public” Petitions addressed to the House
of Commons, and distinguished ‘above others, by

being ordered to be printed, that these alone have

of late years averaged nearly one thousand four
hundred per Session!* But of the “public’ Peti-

tions, those' that are printed, do mnot constitute,

it appears, one half of the number actually pre-
sented. . Mr. Whittam, a Clerk of the House of

Commons, upon giving some evidence in a Cause
in the Court of Common Pleas, June 23, 1825,

was questioned as to a Petition he had to pro-

~duce, dated May 381, of the preceding Session.

It was marked, he said, 3,184 ; which denoted
that Petitions-to that extent had in the course of

. that single Session been presented to-the House!

Of. the whole of the petitions of which we are

now' speaking, it must not be overlooked  that

* Between 1823 (pl|01 to which -our mfmmatlon on tlns pomt fails
us), and 1828 inclusive, the hlghest number of printed public petltlons
during any one Session, has been 1959; the lowest 882.”
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their purpoit or bearing is as various, and-their
subject-matter often as impor tant, as are the wants,
the interests; the wishes, -or the grievances, of the
numerous classes of individuals, that in both hemi-
“spheres make up the population of our vast empire.
i After 'this character of them,especially; no one
surely  will -be  so irrational as to insinuate of
these petitions, that they receive from the Legis-
lature any other than the most devoted and even
anxious consideration. - Qutraging however all pro-
bability, ‘and evincing the very excess of hardi-
hood ‘would it be, were any one (we put the case
quite hypOthetically) to venture to assert, that the
time bestowed by Parliament upon petitions was
nominal, and - the : attention none—not so much
even as the titles of them when these were read,
and though this was all that was read, beinglis-
tened to! In the event indeed, through the per-
verseness,” not to say the fatuity, of any indivi-
dual, of a charge altogether so incredible being

preferred, we should certainly leave to Parliament

itself the triumph of repelling this heinous' asper-
sion. The post of Champion' on the occasion we
should decline  the more readily, it being for our
purpose quite enough to be able to affirm—and the
fact will instantly be verified in the recollection
of many—that formal and loud complamts are not
unfrequently made, par tlculully on the palt of
his. Majesty’s \‘Mlnlstels, of the very inconvenient

, been somewhat peculiar, we are fairly. entitled to. i

passed away. VBRI L ey L s i

. Houses; of ﬁnanmal and’ other Accounts, of ‘Mi-
‘nutes of Evidence; of Papers affecting in ahmost

11

degree. t'o. which petitions . encroach. on swhat is
termed—~the. more grave or serious business.: of
Parliament. We might indeed add further; that
the cases are far from being rare in which peti-
tions to the House of Commons give rise to, not
merely -very protracted, but - even . to adjourned
debates. - This has held true of some of the later
ones. that have been presented regarding. West
India Matters; and though the circumstances have

remind the reader, that it is mainly in an atten-
tion to  Petitions, that the Parliamentary Ses-
sion which is at this moment in progress . has

In proof of the « overwhelmmg clalms there at Printed
Papers,
present are upon the time and thoughts - of .our consisting
Legislators, we must beg to call the reader’s at- %faﬁ‘ﬁﬁf’ e
. R TN . L mentar
tention further, to those piles upon piles of Re- Roturny,

ports—that is, Reports of -:Commissioners of In- & -
quiry, out ~of the House, and ‘Reports of Com-
mittees of - the House, or “rather of -the two

every. possible way our Foreign Relations; and. of
parliamentary - Returns of all orders and- descrip-
tions;——which are ‘every Session -laid before both
Houses and printed for the information of Mem-
bers; and which it will be acknowledged ought in
a pre-cminent degree to constitute the Charts for-
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Parliament to steer its course—we had almost said

—to regulate its' whole proceedings by.

.But as to studying these Charts, as to Mem-
bers generally, amidst - all their other: Cares, ac-
quainting themselves with these Documents, the
thing is ‘not only not done, -but it is impossible
for it to be done. Of the Reports alone that are

-made to Parliament, many- single ones consist of

such immense ‘masses of matter, that the very
idea of perusing them, is, by Members, and lead-
ing Members too, openly scoffed at. - Of the ex-
tent to which these bulky: productions are fur-
nished to Parliament—for its illumination and gui-
dance, as’ most would have. the simplicity to sup-

pose—some opinion may be formed from the fact,
that single boards of Commissioners specially no-
“minated by the Legislature, have in repeated in-
‘'stances presented as many as twelve, fifteen, and
‘seventeen ‘Reports upon the one individial sub-

ject they were appointed to investigate. A list of
thirty-eight Commissions - of - Inquiry, ordered by
the House of Commons to be printed, May 2,

-1827, shews that nine onlyof that number have

issued in the: progress-of  their labours no fewer

‘than one: hundred and thirty-four Reports! Some
further notion. may be formed by the general rea-

der of the voluminous character of the various

‘other Documents, Returns, &c. furnished to Parlia~
ment, from the declaration of Mr. Wilmot Horton,

13

June 3, 1825, that by his Department alone (the

Colonial), there had been laid on the table of the

‘House of Commons, in the course of the then

Session; Papers amountmg to. nearly ﬁve thou-
sand pages. . : '

~Well certainly - mlght Mr. Peel observe, as he
dld a few days after this, referring more imme-
diately to a most formidable production, with its
bulky appendixes, then forthcoming from another
quarter—the Report of the Chancery  Commis-
sioners—that Documents like many . of those sub-
mitted to Parliament, could not be weighed and
dlgested by Members in a moment - e

- We admit that the Reports, - Papers, &c pre-

_sented to either House, are not all of them dis-

tributed during - the : Session, or while Parliament

1s actually sitting.. The printing arrangements of

Parliament, extensive as they have become, would
be utterly unequal to this. Indeed with all the

‘dispatchv that is used, a new: Session generally

commences, or is on the eve of _c}ommen:cing,‘g be-

fore the Papers of the preceding one are well out

of the printer’s hands. - An extra obstacle here
however arises in: the  way of these important.
documents being duly ¢ weighed and digested;” the
delivery of them from the Press thus taking place,
when by far the greater part of the Members
are attendmg to their private affairs in remote
quarters of the kingdom, and when no inconsi-
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derable portion of the 1emcunde1, ale sme to be
out of the country altogether. - .

A1t s only common' justice to the present part
of our case to mnotice, that the: printed Papers of
which we are speaking, and which are entirely
‘exclusive of the * Bills” printed, the « Votes” of the
two Houses, the  Journals,” &c. may at a very mo-
derate calculation be computed ‘to exceed twenty-
ﬁve full Slzed and closely pnnted folao Volzmzes
per  Session."

The rate:at which these Pape‘rs have increased
since the Union, is as follows:* For the first ten
years they averaged twelve Volumies per Session;

for the second tenyears they averaged sixteen

-Volumes and ‘since ‘1820, while the number has
never ‘we believe been less than nineteen; they

- have amounted to as many as thlrty Volumes pel

Sessmn * :

- This account, tocrethel ‘with all- that - had pre-
ceded it, borne in mind, the reader cannot ‘be
sulpnsed that the - gleat bulk of these Papers re-
main- a mere dead. letter. - Their own numbers
and: weight, indeed, fairly overlay them. -~ How-
ever laudable may be the motives that lead to
their production; ‘the result is, that soon’ after

o The avelages of the two fir st ten yeals we obtain ﬁom the Second
Report of the Comnnttee of t]Le House of Commons of 1825 on C0m~
mittee Rooms and Printed Papers ’ '

15

they are ' produced, they are  silently - deposited
among ‘the archives of Parliament; and though
containing information - the  most important,. and
teeming with fa(;ts,' calculations, suggestions, . and
recommendations, bearing intimately on every In-
terest in the Empire, neglect, if not entire obli-
vion, is, with little exception, their fate.

- Before we drop the subject of these Papers, or

at least of such of them as emanate from Parlia-

mentary Committees, we would just observe, that

we wonder the very term Commitiee, in that par-
ticular connexion, has not long ere this become
odious to the nation. We ourselves have lived to
witness so. much time, thought and. labour, often
expended, not only by some of the .parties form-

ing these Committees, but likewise by.the nume-

rous individuals attending .upon them; and then,
after all,. so many hopes frustrated—the recom-
mendations: in: which -this time and these efforts
end, being so’soon laid: aside and forgotten—that
we acknowledge we recoil at the very mention of
a P,a'rlia,mentary,Committee”.i : We look upon the
phrase as little else than a. synonym for ‘anxieties
or. soh01tude-—superﬁuously awakened ; for toil—
fruitlessly - incurred ; . for expectatlons—-we are -al-
most tempted to sa,y—--wa,ntonly blasted.

* Very certain we are; that a more unequlvocal
proof of - its alleged Wisdom, . Parliament could

not give, than by instantly suspending. all calls
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for new Returns, by forthwith turning a deaf ear
to all propositions for additional TInquiries; re-
solving, resolutely resolving, before it encumbers
itself with further Papers, to acquaint itself with,
and convert to some really beneficial purpose, the

‘hordes upon hordes of those it already possesses..

- Thus ‘much then for the single point of the
numerical Amount of the Matters that are every
Session “brought before Parliament. The Preci-

pitancy or Haste with which the Legislature dis-

patches  a great portion of the Business which it
actually takes in hand, or professes to do, is what
we next propose a little to insist upon. Prempl-
tancy or Hurry in what it does, is mdeed nothlng
‘more  than any one Would have - augured, as of
necessity resultmg from the state of things that
has been described. . Still this feature as it per-

‘tains to Parliament, is by far too spec1ﬁc as well

as prominent, not to claim and to receive, in a
discussion like the present, express notice.

'Unquestionably the operation of legislating, is

not quite 50 summary a process in the two Houses
of Parliament, as it proves to be in the hands of
his Majesty—who, as we have already seen, hesi-
tates not to call into play, as many as a hundred
new Acts, at one dash of his pen. At the best
however, the parliamentary Session from first to
last, is but a continued legislative race. One sole
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object seems to govern the active pdlt of the

~ Members; and that is, the getting their respec-

tive Bills thlough the House, be the means by
which this can be accomplished (so long of course
as the forms of the House are comphed with)
what they may. ~For achlevmg their ‘purpose;
that is, for advancing their Bills through the re-
quisite stages, no hour of the day is thought too
early, no hour too late. At one time it is com-
plained that Bills have been read or passed, be-
fore the Members most interested i in them had
got down to the House; at another time it is
alleged that this has been done after all: such
Members had left the House. The private Bills
struggle for the precedency with the public;
Scotch Bills contest the same point with Eng-
lish; Enghsh with* Irish; and . the Irish with

“both. Tt is often only the hghter or more frivo-

lous matters that get leglslated upon at ally and
even then temporaly Bills are brought in, be—
cause there is not tlme to frame permanent ones.
Parts of measures ~are entertained -separately
from their whole; and flequently, very - fre-
quently, dlscussmn so far from being what iy
sought for or ‘desired, is the thing of all others.
which is deprecated ‘as tendmg to bring to light
more unsoundness or disease—more at least that
is Wrong and calls for. correction;, than circum-

stances, at the period, will admlt of giving atten—»

Cc




tion to. “ Seldom,” says a distinguished pubh—
cation, whlch reports, we may be assured, to no

‘such effect, but when evils are ﬂatrrant indeed,—
. ““Seldom are Bills brought into Parliament untll

they can be no longer postponed or avoided, and
then they are passed so hastily, that sufficient
time for the examination of them is not afforded
to the legislator. - If it is asked why any parti-
cular enactment has not already been proposed,

the reply usually is, that it will be early enough

to legislate when the occasion calls for it; and
when the occasion, at last, does call for it, the

excuse for precipitation is, that unless 1mmed1--

ately passed, the public service will suffer.”
So truly does this charge of prempltatlon ap-

ply, that in many instances Bills go to the upper‘
‘House with Clauses stuck in, or rather on, (as
Riders), which are the thought of the moment ;
or, at least, Whlch suggest themselves so late,

that not so much as an attempt can be made at
incorporating them in the. body of the Bill. . On
the other hand, Clauses which had from the first
been contemplated and even inserted in the Bills,
are, from the helter-skelter. way in which the

Bills - are passed, altogether left out 'fv Agaln

* The Quarterly Rev:ew, April, 1819.

T Seea statement made by the Speaker in the House of Com-_
mons, July 5, 1825 and anothel by L01d La.udeldale in the House. :

of L01ds, May 22 1826 ’
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some Bills, ‘and these “public’ and important

.ones, not only go through all their stages in the

two Houses, but dctually receive the royal As-
sent, of which the leading Ministers of the
Crown soon after declare, they were utterly ig-
norant any such Bills had ever existed:* whilst,

fmmmg the exact reverse of this, and as if no-

thing were to be Wantmg to perfect our case, to
other Bills, eXpressly concocted and carried

thlough Parliament, by these very same Mlms-'

ters, the royal Assent—such is the pell-mell state
of things—is forgotten to be procured at all. t
Smkenmg—«hterally heart-smkenmg, to us, are
the facts we here recount; and not less palnful
the perusal of them, we are persuaded, will be,

to every one who has been taught to value the

Institutions of his Country; and who, as to the
deeply responsible act of Ieglslatmg, more espe-
cially, knows what, . upon  the ‘very commonest
shewing ‘even of safety as well as of JU_SthG, is
due therein to the- mtelests that are concerned.

" Indeed, with the bare possibility of occur-
rences such as we here detail, taking place at
the founta,m-head of all Law and Orde1 the

* We 1efer the reader here to the Debate in the House of Lords,
July 4, 1825, on the subject of the Law resnectmg Combmatlons,
which- had passed in the plecedmg Session. :

+ This occurred i in the instance of the. Bl of the Attmney—Gene*
1al for 1enew1ng the. old Law 1elat1ve to auests on BIHS of Fxchange,
which passed both Houses in the Session of 1825

c?2
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‘wonder _is, that ere this all Law and Order
among us have not come to be set at defiance;
or that, at the least, the Commumty has not
lapsed into a state of . total disorganization.
How long, till the system be altered, one or the
other of these crises may be delayed, we pre-
sume not to be able to say.. Much, very much,
it is evident, we must be indebted at this mo-
ment, for what continues to us of quiet and se-
curity, to the influence of prescrip,t‘icn on the
minds of the public, or to the force of habit ;
little, very little, to the vigilant oversight, to the
tutelary care, of our rulers.. . = :
Quaury  But we have still matter, and most important
OF WHAT IS

pons sy Matter too, to urge in support of that innova-

ﬁg:;“ -tion in the economy .of Parliament of which we
are the proposers: - In short, taking leave of the.
Hasti with which the business of  Parliament is
dlspatched together with its QUANTITY, we shall
proceed to say something of the Quariry of what
is thus done or transacted. =We shall go on, in
fact, to contend, that the expedlency, nay, that
the necessity of a further Division of Labour, is
-in the highest degree indicated in the. case of
Parliament, by the . very unwmkman—hke—m
other words, by the grossly defectlve character,
of what at present issues from it;—that is, of
‘those numerous Provisions or Enérctmeht'sv Whlch
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are the products of its deliberative W1sdom—-oi
its legislative skill. ‘
And here so wide a field opens before us, that
we scarcely know upon what part of it first to
enter. It may be well, however, briefly to enu-
merate certaln leading properties, or fea,tures,

‘whlch common sense tells us all Laws ought to
possess; and this done, the task will be a toler-.

ably straightforward -one, of ascertaining how

far these properties, or features, do or do nOt:

pertain to the Acts of our Parliament.

‘Prior to all positive legislation, some prelimi-
nary points manifestly claim, in every case, to be
attended to. Regard is to be had, for instance,

‘to the fitness or propriety of the subject itself, -

proposed: to be legislated upon. Also to the
state of the existing Laws thereon, if any there

be; and to the suitableness of the time at which
the new Law is called for. It will further be

specially borne in mind, that the ccntemplated
Enactment is what the Judges of the Land will,
under a weighty and anxious respon31b1hty, have

to propound; ‘what the Authorities of the Coun-

try will be required to enforce; and what, so

long as the Act is of a public nature, it will -be

1mperat1ve upon the people, one and all of them,
to obey. The course thus far prepared, as it

: _,most assuredly will be; by all parties really merit-
jng the name of Legislators, the Law that wil-
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result, will be brief, or as brief as the case will.

possibly admit of; perspicuous;  and consistent.
It will be simple or uncompounded ; that is, not
embracing topics utterly irrelevant in their na-
ture, or having no affinity to each.other. Its
provisions will be practicable; and not only prac-

ticable, but adapted to their end. Added to

which, the whole will be framed with such scru-
pulous care, at once as to its mechanical struc-

ture or technical wording, and to all the circum- -

stances in reference to which it is enacted, as to
ensure for it, as far as human ability can do this,
fixedness or durability. e

- But barely to mention some of these 1tems in
connexion with our Acts of Parliament—what is it
but to b1111g ‘together, or to suggest to the
thoughts, things in the strongest possible man-
ner contrasting—things of the very utmost dis-
crepancy?. Acts “foolish;” “futile;”. “trumpery

- ““ambiguous ;” Acts ““so voluminous that any in-

dividual might be defied to find out from them,
What was . LaW and - What was not. Law ” Acts

S« heaped and even faooted together i piles of

the most hetelogeneous mass;” “full - of com-
pleXlty i, « extremely unmtelhglble g
up .with the greatest and most . culpab]e negh—
gence;” “ discovering almost every description
of absmdlty and i maccmacy ,’f “ 80 aboundmg n

errors of grammar even, and of constructlon,

« dlawn *
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that the very Printey,I to save his own reputation,

puts sic in the margin of them ;” Acts * evincing

the meddling follies of their authors;” ¢ raising
questions ‘without end for solution;” “so little
considered in their bearings, as to tend greatly
to embarrass the interests of the Country;” Acts
“ passed in one Session, which, from their inju-
rious effects, it was found necessary promptly to
repeal in the next;” Acts “ causing the most cry-
ing complaints and grievances in all parts of the
Country ;” Acts, “ the defects of which could
hardly be conceived;”—this is the summing up-—~
this the estimate of the merits of divers of our
Statutes, furnished by the very framers of our
Laws themselves: by Members too, (for we
pass by a crowd of inferior deponents among
them, testifying to a like purport,) of the great-
est name, and some of them holding at the time
the most distinguished official a‘};)pointments'.*e E

* The authors of the statements given by us with inverted com-

mas, are as follow—the order in which the names appear answermg
to-that of the quotatlons —Marquls of Lansdown, July 4, 1825.
Ibid. Apul 2, 1828." . Mr. Baring, March 23, 1826. ' Lord Melville,
Feb. 16,:1821. - Dr. Lushington,” May 18, 1826. Mr. Buxton,
May 23, 1821 The Att01ney~Genexal Feb. 24,1826.  Lord Gode-

rich, Apr116 1824 Mr. Irving, Feb. 2, 1821. M. Bi'bugham,'

May 26, 1825. " Mr. ‘Denman, April 30,1821. M. Sec. Peel, Feb.

22, 1827.; Mr. Leslie Foster, Feb. 19, 1828, Lord Lauderdale;

June 21, 1819 M1 Littleton, June 14, 1820, "Lord leerpool
(the late), July4 1825. " Mr. Huskisson, March 23 1826 '
- The Acts alluded to, we only abstain from paltlcularumg on

account of the intolerable length to which this note, in that case,’

must have extended.

i e e e b
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- Of all parties, those of course will be back-
ward to speak disparagingly of our Laws—whose

business it is to ‘administer them. And yet,

what are the terms in whlch even our Judges, at
times, are heard to give vent to their feelings, as
it regards the quality - of our Statutes? - Acts
madequate to their purpose;” “ill penned”
Acts - Acts “of questionable meaning ;” ““couch-
ed in terms of doubtful import;” “hard to be
mterpreted for their obscurity and difficulty ;”
“ extremely difficult to construe, from the uncer-
tain wording and the complexity of their provi-
sions;” < so. loosely worded that no proceedings
could be instituted upon them ;” “ passed in ig-
norance of the practice they respected;” « work-
Ing great injustice between individuals:”—this is
| lancruage——these are representations all—extorted
from the highest'Law Authorities in' the Coun-
try; and extorted by the harassing predicaments
which the . several Endctments thus spoken of,
mvolved them m.* R

L ® The Chlef Justlce of the Common Pleas, House of Lmds, June
27 1825 chtum of the Judges, quoted in Elmes Treatise on Ar-
chltectulal Juuspludence, lately pubhshed The Vice- -Chancellor,
Apul 2 1827. Lord Chief Justlce of the ngs Bench July -4,
1827. Sn Chustophel Robmson, Apul 28, 1826. Lord Chief Jus-
t;ce of the ngs Bench, May 1, 1823 chtum of the Judges,
-quotud in the Quar terly Review, Jan. 1828.  The Lord Chief
Balon, Nov 16 1827 Chlef Justice of the Common Pleas, Dec.
13 1828 —-—Othel functmnarles .than those of our own. Countr, ¥ it 1s
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" The Voice of the public Press, ranking next
in value or weight after that of the leading men

in the Government and Legislature, and of ‘our

Judges, comes, if possible, still more explicitly in

aid of our Argument. ~“ The language and com-
position of our legal Instruments,” say the Edin-

‘burgh Reviewers,  INCLUDING OUR AcTS oF PAR-
LIAMENT, are a disgrace to the intelligence and

information of the Country.”*— Such is the
hasty concoetion,” say the writers in the Quar-
terly Review, such the “slovenly composition”
of our Laws, and ‘“so uncertain and confused
are they, that Magistrates and Officers of Justice
are perpetually perplexed and endangered - in
the enforcement and execution of them.  Eveén
Judges of the: brightest learning and industry,
have occasionally erred in determining upon im-
portant rights of individuals, from overlooking

-

*to be observed from the following extracts, are fretted and‘perplé)ted'

by the obscurities, errors, &c. of our Statutes. ¢ The intricacy of the
several Acts of Parliament affecting the mtercoulse of America with
the British Colonies, and the dlfﬁculf,y of understanding their pre-
cise meaning, might, it seems to me, have been considered by the
British Government a sufficient reason why that of the United States
should he51tate, ” &e. —Mr. Gallatin’s correspondence with M. Clay Y
Oct. 1826. The Pres1dents Message to Congless, of ‘the following
December, speakmg on the same subject, says, “ In the mean time
another Act of Parliament passed so doubtful and ambiguous in its
import, as to be inexplicable, even by the British authorities, in this

hemisphere, themselves.”
* The Edmburgh Review, pubhshed March, 18'77
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some short but essential clause or Act, buried in
surrounding verbiage, foreign to the subject be-

fore them.* * # %  Aqto the unlearned public,

any attempt on their part to understand the
Statutes, must be something like an endeavour to
interpret a ‘Runic inscription,  or - the hierogly-

phics on a Herculaneum papyrus.”*

After the host of Authorities we here 01te

- of Authorities -of such high rank too, we do

not ask whether one word- more, corroborative
of what these parties have thus said, is need-

- ed; but whether one word more answering to

that description will be tolerated? We hope
it will. . 'We trust, in short, - we shall be borne
with, while we enter a Lttle into detail, where
others have been so very genelal that ‘is to
say, while ‘we indulge in some amphﬁcatlon
upon- one or two at least of those features in
our Laws, which others have only in the most
incidental and passing manner glanced at..

“And first of all; as to the tlumpery” cha—
racter of certain of our Laws.

It appears to us then, that Parhament errs,
errs most egregiously, at the very outset of
much of its Leglslatlon that, not to speak at

this moment. of the structure or framing of its -

Enactments that these Enactments are in num-

> The.Quarterl)‘, Revicw, published Ja_n. 1828, .
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berless instances, in the most emphatic sense
of the ‘word',~ bad, as relating to affairs, or en-
deavouring to compass objects, of a pettifog—
ging, and indeed contemptible minuteness.  This
utter want of discrimination on the part of Parf
liament, as to what is really fitting to be enter-
tained by 1it, we are warranted,  we _.appre-
hend, in. ascribing, without any  hesitation, to
the multiplicity of its business, and to the lit-
tle time. thus allowed to it, for any thing like

circumspection. Upon what other shewing can
it be ‘accounted for, that our Legislature should

suffer itself to be put in motion, that it should
permit its ponderous Machinery to be agitated,

“about such matters as:Buttons, Butter, Bread,

Ounce Thread, Tailors’ Wages,: Apprentices’
food, Muffin ’p‘la,tes', Twigs for hoops, News-
mens’ horns, and we know not what more, that
is in the lowest degree pitiful and peddling?®*

There may be no. precedent for doing so, but -

for our own. parts, we. are quite .decided as to

the propnety of classmg under. ‘the head of :

e The shb.]ects we speclfy, have all of them been fmmally dlscussed

or ]egxslated upon by Parliament in’ modeln times: * Upon' the" ques-»
tion. of b]owmg Horns-in the public streets, the House of .Commons
divided, J une 22, 1821 I‘mty-tln ee of our Statesmen, Plulosophens,;

Jurls—Consults, &e. deelded against the expedlency of contmumg
the practice, while as many as Eight turned out in favour of leaving

the Horn-blowers in the undisturbed possession of their privilege! .
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“trumpery” Legislation, a vast portion of what
is termed the private Business, that is every
Session " transactéd by Parliament. The very
cognomen employed to designate this business,
‘we hold to be a justification of the convic-
tion upon this point, which we have long since
-come ‘to. How any . occupation to which the
epithet «private” could apply, ever came to
fall to the lot of Parliament, we shall not stop
to enquire; but we put it to the reader, Whe-
ther it is not calculated to stagger every con-
siderate mind, whether the thing is not of a
nature to revolt all our mnotions of seemliness
and congruity, to find the supreme legislative
Council of the empire, the congregated Wisdom
of the nation—busying itself, for instance, about
w1demng Pill Lane; about improving the ave-

nues to - Plﬁ" Elms, about the difficulties felt

by Chelsea 'in dlsposmg of its Dust and Ashes;
and by Dublin in prov1dm0* itself with Straw?
- The Speaker of the House of Commons, it

is well known, when the opportunity is afforded

him at the close of a’ Session, triumphantly re-
counts to his MaJesty, the feats that have dis-
tmgmshed it. ' On these occasmns, ‘and while
matters 1ema1n as they now are, this ‘eminent
individual w111 certalnly never do common Jjus-
tice to his theme, till he appends to his ha—

‘rangue, some such recital as the followmg

20

¢ QOur anxious attention has been given to the
state of the river Ribble, and the Roads about

Paddle Brook we have directed to be repaired.

The communlcatlons w1th "Cow Down,. Pot
Hook’s End, and Ballynhooly, have not escaped
our vigilant regards; and, agreeably to'a unani-
mous decision of your faithful Commons, there
will henceforth be a Rail-way leading to Bullo Pill.

Urgent representations having been made to
us, of the objectionableness of the present site
of the Hospltal at Sheffield, we have consent-
ed to its being changed. . The Work—house too
at Norwich, will, by our authority, speedlly be
taken. down. To the townships of Skipton and
Sharples, a further supply of Water has been
awarded; and fit spots haye_.been_llndlcated by
Us; for the Plymouth Hackney Coach Stands.
Nothmg deterred by the difficulties and entan-

* glements attendant theleon, we have plunged

into all the mlnutlae of; the two great .ques-
tlons—the havmg a tram road between Man-
chester and Lwerpool and the llghtmg Edm-
burgh with Oil-Gas. ‘ Dehvered as. we ultl-
mately - were, and ¢ in a way sulted to the wis-
dom of Parhament of these. momentous toplcs,
we proceeded to vest Pedlars Acre. in Trustees
and to remove doubts, -Wthh we ﬂatter our-

' selves, we have for evef done, as to the lega—
lity of the erectlon of the portlco of St Mary— |
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le-bone parish Church. = Furthermore we have

passed Bills, to which we supplicate your Royal
assent, authorizing Kitty Jenkyn Packe to bear
the arms of Reading; and naturahzmg Hemy
Van Wart!”*.- - :

“After this ‘outline especially, of that - Whole
and ‘very extensive Class of the business of
Parliament we now speak of, who of our rea-
ders will not go along with us in"exclaiming,
Oh, the august subjects to which the time and
the talents of our Senators are’ consecrated!
Oh, the colossal ‘matters with which; foot to
foot, and hand to hand, they so manfully grap-
ple; and the surpassing conquests they, as the
result' of so much legislative chivalry, achieve!

Ser1ously, however, notvnthstandmg the con-

‘stant bustle or turmoil in which they are kept,

we do wonder that our Members of Parliament
are not more alive to the perfect burlesque- ‘upon

the office of legislating, which - ‘they are every

day chargeable with:: that they do mot some-
times indeed start fromtheir seats with indig-

nation, " at' the downrlght puerlhtles, ‘at * the
~ absolute nothingnesses, about- which theéy find

themselves assembled in ‘solemn divan, and to

* These, and a cmwd of equal]y dlgmﬁed enaotments, are to be

seen by any one who w111 run his eye over the tables of the Statutes
of. the last few Sessions.”
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take their due part in the grave deliberations
respecting - which, they have come travelling,

many of them, with breathless haste, from the,
remotest quarters of the kingdom. -

But further, we wish to observe, or to am: Junbling,
plify” a little, upon that feature in many of our ;‘I,ﬁ;’ﬁ%‘;
Acts of Parliament, agr eeably to which they
consist . of - Enactments jumbled or ¢ fagoted”.
together, touching matters the most opposite
or dissimilar; touching matters between which:
there exists ‘not one particle of affinity or re~
lation. - The reader will understand that we

“speak of the same Act, as containing these

heterogeneous, these totally irrelevant ‘Enact-
ments. A character is thus given to much of
our Legislation, which is perfectly grotesque;
but this is the smallest part of the evil; - for o{1r-
Statutes, already objectionable enough on the
ground of their’ great number and- unwieldiness,
are, in consequence of the peculiarity we now
speak of, with little exception, rendered one
Mass of maziness, or intricacy. - Not more ca-
pricious is the course of vessels, abandoned to
the mercy of the winds and waves, than are

“our ‘Acts of Parliament, as to the items which

in their progress they will enhst and thev
enactments they will comprehend. o
Sir M. W. Ridley announced, we should sa,y‘

| benevolently announced, not long since, in the.
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House of Commons, that any one wishing to
acquaint himself with the regulations regarding
the mode of f01wa1dmg Pet1t10ns to Members
of Parhament must Sear ch for them (could the

- reader, in h1s most sportwe ‘mood, have ima-

0“lned it ") in an Act for laying an additional
duty upon Tea and Coffee' Of. the Statute
under - Whlch Varlous of the pubhc Theat1 es;
Vauxhall and other places of Enteltamment
are at this day annually hcensed ‘the commen-
cing Cla,use is as follows “ Whereas the ad-
Vertlzmg a Rewald with no . Questlons asked,
for the 1eturn of Thmgs lost or stolen, is one
great cause and encoulagement of Robberles, be
it enacted,” &e. &c. &e. Many may in all proba—

bility » recollect that on mtroducmg to. Parhament—

his Bill for Amendmg the Laws relatmg to Theft,
(House of Commons, Ma,rch 9, 1826) M1 Se-
cretary Peel cited the title of one smgle Act,
which emblaced no- fevver than the following
Vanety of subJects the contmumg severa,l Laws
therein  mentioned; the carrying of Suoals in,
British bu1lt Vessels ‘the . -encouraging the, im-

_portatlon of ‘Naval Stores preventing frauds

in -the . admeasurement of Coals in the ' City-
of Westmlnster ;. a,nd preventmg the Stealmg
or Destroymg of Madder Roots. ~Another Act;

‘Whlch he, on the same occaswn referred to,

forms a stlll more striking olio, a. st1ll more pe-
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culiar piece of patch-work: it was this—An Act
for  better securing the duties of Customs on
certain’ Goods removed to London; for regula—
ting the fees of Officers in his Majesty’s Cus-
toms in the province of Segambia, in Africa;
for' a,llowmg ‘the - Recelvel-geneml of fees, in
Scotland, proper compensation; for the better
preservation: of Hollies, Thorns, and Quickséts
in private grounds, and Trees and Underwoods;
and authomzmg the Exportation of a limited
quantity of Barley from the port of Kirkgrow.
But these, perhaps, it will be remarked, are,
each of them, specimens of the Legislation of
a by-gone period—of a period wherein” know-
ledge and civilization were, comparatively, at a
low ebb; when, in short, the “march of intel
lect” among Statesmen, as well as People, was
by no’ means so palpable, so strongly marked
as it happily is at present. According to the
public’ papers, this was manifestly the precise
feelmg that” pervaded the House of ‘Commons
itself, on Mr. Peel’s rec1t1ng there the titles of

the two Acts we have last mentioned. We will

turn then to such sources of 1nformat10n as are
within our reach, with regard to the Legisla-

tion’ of more recent times; with- regard to the

Lengl&thH, in short, of the enhghtened epoch

in which it is the readers ‘privilege, and' our

own, to live. Every thmg else ‘around us,
D
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having, as’'it is alleged, wonderfully progressed

during the last thirty or :forty years,” we will -

see how far, ‘in the article of unentangled, well
assorted, consecutive legislation, ' Parliament ‘has
kept pace with the general advance.— A most
pernicious regulation,” "said a Witness, before
the Committee . of ‘the . House -of : Commons,
which' sat in 1826; on the ‘Irish: butter: Trade,
“.a most pernicious regulation, which has all
but ruined:the Butter trade at.Cork;: was in-
troduced into a Bill, which passed through Par-
liament 'in the Session: of 11822.”..-What was
the particular Bill you refer to?:enquired the
Committee: It was entitled,” replied: the wit-

ness, ¢An Act for better paving. and:lighting .

the 'Streets,'v ‘and for . other -purposes;’ under
which ‘ designation, no one:isoul :concerned  in
the Butter trade, dreaming that -his:peculiar

interests were ‘at all at. stake, the -destructive

regulatlon in: question took effect.”*— Hepro-
tested,” ‘said a propnetor of ‘East . India Stock,

“at ageneral Court :of -Proprietors, held June

22, 1825,  he protested -against the junction
in-one and' the same Bill, of subjects so utterly
alien ‘to -each other, as Regulations: for provi-

ding for the Judges of his Majesty’s: Courts in

India; ‘and for transporting Offenders from-the

" # See the Eviderice of Mr’.‘-FitzgibBon’ in the printed Report.
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Island of St. Helena.” ¢ But the honourable
proprietor,” exclaimed another ‘voice at the meet-
ing, ““has stopped short in specifying the con-

tents of the Bill then before Parliament, and

which they were assembled to discuss; for ‘to-
wards its close, and totally unconnected with the
preceding parts of the Bill, -were -to be found
Provisions  for  more - ‘effectually administering
Justice in- S1ngapore, and Malacca!” ‘We our-
selves must take leave to add, that even with

this ‘supplementary intelligence, the Bill -was A

most inadequately described ; for as it stands in
the Statute Book, it is thus headed—An Act for
further regulating - the payment of the Salaries

- and Pensions :to the Judges: of his Majesty’s
~ Courts in India, and the Bishop of .Calcutta; for

authorizing the transportation -of . Offenders:from
the Tsland of St. Helena; and for, more effectu-
ally providing for:the administration -of - Justice
in Singapore and ‘Malacca, and certain.: Colomes
on the Coast of Cor omandel. - S :
- The titles of some other Acts we shall here-
Wlth subjoin, as substantiating, beyond the- pos—
31b1hty of contradiction, the fact, that the “o
nium gatherum - olla podrida,” or pot- pours
mode of legislating, so far from being the exclu-
sive charactenstlc of past tlmes, is still in full
act1v1ty ~ e
Cap 49, 7th Geo. IV. [1826] is thus headed
D 2
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<« An Act to amend several laws of Excise -rela-
ting to Bonds on Excise Licenses in -Ireland,
Tiles and Bricks for draining, Oaths on Export-
~ ation of Goods, Permits for the removal of Tea
in Ireland, size of Casks in which Spirits may be
warehoused in Scotland and Ireland, -the- allow-
‘ance of Duty on Starch and Soap used in cer-
tain manufactures, and the repayment of money
advanced by Collectors ' of EXCISG for pubhc
Works in Ireland.” ’ : :
‘What, we cannot help fobservmg, ‘might not
follow, or be superadded, to such a farrago: as
 this? We request the reader to notice too, the
order, the perfectly fortuitous order, as it would
seem, in which the various items occur. This,
also, we . think deserving some attention in'one
or two of the instances that subsequently occur.
~ Cap. 71, 4th Geo. IV. [1828]. * An Act for
defraying the charge of Retiring Pay, Pensions,
and other Expences of that nature, of his Ma-
jesty’s forces serving in India; for establishing
the Pensions of the Bishop; ‘Archdeacons, and
Judges; for regulatmg ordinations ; and’ for es-
tablishing a Court of Judicature at Bombay.”
Cap. 75, 5th Geo. 1V. [1824]. -« An“Act to
decrease the Duty on Cocoa Nuts 1mported to
exempt certain Goods from payment of Auction
Duties; to provide that the parish of St. ‘Pancras

shall be under the inspection of the Head Office
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of Excise; and to amend certain Laws of Excise
relating to Maltsters in Ireland;. to the Draw-
back on Beer exported from Great Britain; and
to-the Duty on Draining Tiles.”

Cap. 7,7 &8, Geo. IV, [1827]. * An Act for

contmulng to his Majesty for one yeai' certain
Duties on . Personal - Estates, Ofﬁces, and Pen-
sions in-England; and also for grantmg certain
Duties on Sugar 1mported ”

Cap. 56, 6th Geo. TV. [1825]. “An Act to
amend -two acts for removing difficulties in the

Conviction of offenders stealing Property in
Mines, and. from Corpoxate Bodies.”
~ Can there be imagined, we ask, a more whlm—
s1c,a1, a more truly bizarre assoelatmn of things,
than is.instanced in the two-last cases? We
shall add the titles of but one.or two Acts more,
from amongst. a .variety. of similar ones whlch
offer themselves.to us: - , ,

Cap. 43, 5th Geo. Iv. [1824.«] « An Act to
alter the . Dutles on the Importatlon of certain
Articles,.. and also the. Dutles on Coals brought

to London; fo repeal the Bounties on linens
'exported and to, a,mend the Acts lelatmg to the
‘Customs.” -

Cap. 107, 5th Geo IV [1824«] « An Act to
prevent the lllegal pawning of Clothes and Stores
belonging .to  Chelsea Hospltal to give further

powers to the Tleasurer and Deputy Treasurer

{
i
(—
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of Chelsea and Gleenwmh Hospitals; to punish
Persons f1 audulently receiving Prize-money or
Pensions; and to enable the ‘Commissioners of
Chelsea ‘Hospital to hold Lands pulchased un-
der the Wﬂl of Colonel DlOle e S

We have a,dvel ted to the feehng that eVIdently
prevailed in the House of Commons, on Mi: Peel’s
reciting to Members the titles of the: two ‘Acts,
which, after him, we have quoted a page or two

back. - Indeed, the Newspapers of the day stated, '_
that these titles, as they were read, convulsed the
House with laughter. Now, really, where tyhe,

Warranty existed for this profound merriment on
the part-of ‘the House of Commons of our times
—on what possible ground Members of Parlia-
ment ‘of the present day could arrogate to them-
selves, with respect to Jumbling Legislation, that
superiority -over their predecessors which they
thus’ palpably laid claim to,—or, in ‘truth, any
superlorlty at ‘all—we acknowledge outsélves un-
able, in the famtest degree, to discern. One thmg,
we adnnt we see, or think we see, very dlstlnctly,
namely, that in the ridicule oi jeering in which,
upon the occasion in question, honourable Mem-

‘bers so- la‘vi'shly‘indulged ‘they, with great ‘accu-

Yacy, ant101pated the verdict which posterlty will

pronounce on many of their own Acts;’ and that

they affixed, innocently enough affixed, to ‘these
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acts of their own, that brand of reproach, that mark
of opprobrium, which alone is their precise due.
- We shall .content ourselves here with the sin-.
gle further remark, that any. thing. more truly
barbarous.in Legislation; than the ‘peculiarity we.
are speaking of;—any thing more indicative of the’
age in: which: Legislation is in its veriest infancy,
we may defy the nicest casuist, the most subtle
disputant, to ‘po'int. out. SR

- Again, we have a. few WOldS to say regardmg Fluotua-

that utter want of Fixedness, or Stability, which |

may so justly be charged upon our Laws, almost Acts |

universally. . We have in view here, as thé rea-
der will doubtless suppose, those everlasting Al-
terations, or soi-disant Amendments, which our -
Acts of Parliament are undergoing; and which a,
highly respectable Member of the House . of
Commons, Mr. Littleton, must, 1n part at least,
have had reference to, when he complained so.
loudly of “many Acts being passed in one Ses-
sion only:to be repealed in the next.”®.:. .~ .

~Conspicuous as may be those other traits we
have noticed, in what comes from the -hands of

~our Legislature, it is certalnly the- evel-changmg,

the cameleon-like character of its:Acts, which

) . % See.page 23. . . -
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distinguishes them pre-eminently.  To “ alter,”

to “amend,” and to “ explain,” are terms of
such systematic, of such never-ceasing. recur-
rence in parliamentary phraseology, that occu-
pation of that particular nature, might very fairly
be assumed to be what, par excellence, ‘our Le-
gislators delighted in.  Upon a cursory inspec-
tion of our Statute Book,”indeed,' almost might
it be imagined, that these three words: consti-
tuted the whole vocabulary of Parliament. To
such an intolerable pass has this system arrived,
of explaining and re-explaining, of amending and
re-amendmg, of altering and re-altering, that fear-
ing our allegations, as to its extent, might be dis-
¢redited, we acknowledge we at one time had con-
templated enumerating the Acts that had' been
passed within- a - given : period, and which were

headed or introduced with one; or another,

all of the terms we mention. . Had we perSISted
in this intention, not only would it have ap-
peared, in corroboration of Mr. Littleton’s state-
ment, that vast numbers of these emendatory or.

_ explanatory Acts, respected what had ‘passed no
further back' than ‘in the Session. lmmedlately,

preceding—but . that no. despicable number  of
them related to*Acts, passed in- the very Session
then existing! - -However, we soon: discovered—
besides ' the - ‘enormous ‘length to which: our in-
tended. catalogue would have. run,~that the list
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would still have left entirely unnoticed a throng.
of other Acts essentlally of the same descrlptlon,
of Acts, for instance, for ¢ removing . Doubts.;”
Acts for: “1ect1fymg Mistakes;” Acts.for ¢ reliev-
ing from the: Provisions ;”—for deferrmg the.
Commencement”—for . facﬂltatmg the . execu-
tion—for.*¢ making, further Provision and further,
1egulat1_ng v.a,ndvext_,endmg the Powers” of Acts, &c.
—to say nothing of Acts of total Repeal; and we in
consequence relinquished, reluctantly, we con-
fess, relinquished this pa_rt of our design. For po-
sitive demonstration, . therefore, should it be re-
quired, . of what we are now allegmg, we must re-
fer the reader to the Statute Book itself, " Inthe

~ immense .mass: he will there see, of adsmﬁtmus or
subsidiary Enactments, such as we have just de-

scribed;: he will at once learn the most: damning
of ‘all the facts connected with our Legislation.
Here he. will find proclaimed, far more eloquently
than we can do it,the native inherent defectiveness
—we could almost say deformity and even decre-
pitude—of . most of our Statute Law. : -Here he
will presently become acquainted. with those in-
terminable zpat¢hings-up ,and bolsterings, by which

alone a partial ‘efficiency, and a precarious exist- -

ence,. ¢an be secured to this Law. .

~ Into a detail ofall the evils caused by thls perpe-y
tually fluctuating; this self-condemned state of our.
Law, we shall not attempt to enter.. - What feel-

R tos e
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ings of distrust and insecurity it cannot fail to
beget what flagrant wrongs it must of necessity
perpetrate ;- how embarrassing it must render the
situation of -the: numerous individuals whose busi-

ness it is'to give effect to the law; and in what

low éstimation it leads those, our Law-makers, to
be held, of whom it is essential to the proper:tone,
‘and the - general well-being of  the community,
that they should inspire us, if not with reverence,
with -respect :—:all . this,’ -and “much meore, what
intelligent: reader is there-who will not- instantly
perceive ? what considerate - mlnd is::there that
will not unfeignedly deplore ?: ! :

- Nor let it be supposed that these EVIIS form-
1dable as they are, and under the combined ope-
ration of -which the - ‘Country is suffering, : are at.
all in'a way-at present to be substantially dimi-
nished. - We make this remark the more early,
as well.as' the more pointedly, because of an im-

pression, which some, - there is reason to think, -

- are entertaining, to the effect, that however un-
stable, however shifting, our Statutes. may have
been, in' times that to a certain extent are:gone
by--that latterly, a more circumspect, and altoge-
ther -an-improved mode of leglslatmg,‘ particu-

larly of -law-framing, has come to obtain in Par-.

liament.  We mean, has come: to obtain there.
systematically or generally ; nothing, of..course,
short of which, would: constitute any solid ground
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for in¢reased hope or satlsfactlon on the part of
thepubhc - R R e
- We: ‘tepeat; that from. dlﬂ’elent mrcumstances,
therew is' reason ‘to’'.suppose . the ‘impression. -we
speak of, is abroad; and attaching to it, as we
do, the -very:last importance, owing to the false
security; 'and therefore aggravated mischief, it
appears to us likely to beget—it is to the expo-
sure -and refutation of this apprehension; wher-
ever it may be existing, that, in  what will further
follow under the present head of our sub;ect ‘we
shall exclusively confine ourselves. EHE
~ And as sufficient for the purpose we thus pro-
pose, we could almost be satisfied, simply to ask
of the reader, ‘whether any such Understandingis
in the least likely to be bottomed in' truth, :see-

ing, as Wwe are sure our own pages have rendered

clearly evident, that there have been for many
Sessions past, and ‘that” there still continuesto

be; the greatest press and. surplusage of business -

in Parliament; together with the utmost haste or

~ dispatch,- amounting often to flagrant indecency,

in nefarly all that it does ?- Seeing, too, that no

- change whatever has taken place in the économy
of Parliament:=-as also that its ‘Members: have;.
as far as the Nation is aware, been endowed mth »
no new *glfts or faculties? = - b

Not-howevei to: occupy time about “the ;pro- .
babilities.of . the. case,” we will ventuie to assert; -
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and we will boldly assert, that a grosser error, a
“more ¢omplete delusion, the public cannot aban-
don -themselves to, than the. supposition—that
our parliamentary Enactments, collectively taken,
are determined upon with more premeditation, or
~are: concocted with more:caré, now,..than here-
tofore.. . It: may . withthe- most _strict. truth be
affirmed, with regard both to the. origination, and
construction : of -our Acts:- of. Parliament, that

what. was, -still is; and that.as alterations and

re-alterations, explanations and re-explanations,

amendments . and . re-amendments,- .in, their in-

stance, have been of old the order: of the. day, so
~does this continue to be. the, regular. routine of
things, down to the moment of-our writing. -
. . Though we have béstowed considerable atten-
tion. upon the point, we protest.we are unable to
specify even one. single subject, that, as a matter
for legislation, :is -altogether of. modern - date—
which, like nearly all its predecessors, has proved
any thing else‘than the .parent stock of a host
of subsidiary Statutes; which has failed, in short,
to. contribute its full contingent, .in the shape of
| supplementary_ Enactments, to. the -monstrously
bloated and unwieldy state at which-our Statute

Acts rela- Book has notoriously arrived. — Every reader
ting to ' ‘

public ~ must be aware of the sufferings that nearly all

Works: (lasses of “the labouring Poor in. this country

have latterly undergone, and of -the willingness
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expressed by the ‘Government and the Leg’isl;u—
ture at the outset to alleviate this suffering, as
far as possible, by encouraging the carrying on
of public works.  Most readers, too, will doubt-
less perceive, that relief in this form'beiflg»prq-
posed, and being assented to by Parliament,
there were to be decided upon-what should
come under’the denomination of . public Works;
to what extent ‘pecuniary assistance should be
afforded to each Undertaking; and what descrip- i
tion of security should be required, for the sums
to be temporarily granted? - Nevertheless, with a
queéti’on* $o0 simple, so utterly free froml compli-
cation as- this, in’ coping with it, no fewer than
eight Acts ‘of Parliament have . been '."called‘ for,
and passed!® - In repeated instances, two acts
have 'been passed upon the subject in'the same
Session, and from the very recent date of the
majority of these various acts, the:pTésumption
is, that in adjusting this mighty matter, Parlia-
ment has as yet ‘advanced, scarcely half way

through its difficulties.—Owing, in a great mea- pmigra-

. ' A e ; g o tion.
sure, to the same circumstances of severe suffer-

ing athong the poorer orders, Emigration has of
late been forced in such a way upon the notice

* V1z ‘3(A1-G;ebo. IV. cap 86 and 112.; . ‘5t111 Geo. IV. c. 36 and 77.
s oL IR0, ape D% il . - P
6th Geo. IV. c. 35 7th Geo. IV. ¢. 30. ~ 7th and 8th Geo. IV."c.
12 and 47, 0T b Tmeme ‘

J
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of ‘Parliament, as to: render it, or at least some
of the -details: connected with ‘it, one ‘of: those
subjects” or occasions  of Legislating, which ' we
specially-distinguish - as' modern ones;: - Dating
back-to, :and inclusive of the year 18283;: nearly

* every-Session that has arrived, ‘has brought with

it, its'Act regulating Emigration; and the leading
feature; it -is -worth .obsexving, - of ‘each’ one of
‘these successive Acts: has +been, that it ‘totally
abjured and nullified ‘the particular Enactment

which had ‘immediately ‘preceded: otir ‘Jaw-ma-

kers thus, in ‘the shortést possible  period, “pre-
senting us with .a spectacle of vacillation or ‘ter-
giversation, - the- like :to ‘which, we presume . to

- think, it would be impossible to find in'the- pro-

Superan-
nuation al-
lowances.

ceedings of  any other sane assembly.® " “While
speaking of the- vacillating, as well as cumulative
character, of thelegislation of our;own times; we
may ‘mention-that which has taken place regard-
ing the Superannuation- allowances. of the . Civil
Servants of the ' Crown.:  This question - was

~ ““ solemnly” investigated, - and  settled, : as the
- Country ‘was given to understand, ‘upon a lasting

footing, - in: ‘the, 'qSe_s_si(‘)n vof 1822.. In: that- of
1824, the proceedings of - 1822, - solemn as they
had been, and stable as it was fancied they

o We 1j'efé1-“ﬂ'1é ‘i'eyé‘dexr' ‘he'rei fo_ 4th :Gelo."' IVc 8%1.': 6thA Geo IV.
¢. 116.  7th and 8th Geo. IV. c. 19. - 9th Geo. IV. c. 21, .

a7

would prove, were altogether thrown ove1tb'§>a1'd.
by . an.Act-of Repeal.. During. the Session of
Parliament now last.expired; (that of 1828); no-
tice, was givén by the Chancellor. of . the Exche-

quer,. thatthe Act of 1824.would in its turn-be

cancelled,-or that the repealing Bill of :that Ses-
sion Wou],d itself be repealed, to-the end that all
parties concerned, might go back.to.the position
in which: they: were.placed in 1822! . . ..

. The Acts which have .passed: relative to:what ?ve;gm.

is termed:thé “ Dead Weight,” are preciselyt:pf; a

piece ‘with..these. respécting the .Superannua,tiog
Allowances.. ... V _ »

SOTEREL

... The.question of Saving:Banks, sthe-readergw,ill %Zl‘x?fs

immediately recognize as one of those:that-have
altogether sprung up.in, and are peculiar.to; mo-

dern - times. . ‘Upon _the.se.e5‘Estab1ishm¢ﬁts.‘,‘gthe'
. Collective Wisdom of the.Nation,-in:the Session

of 1828 . brought :its:faculties (of ‘course..in full
focus), to bear for the sixth time.. - ....o0 e o

~Five Acts: already exist touching the Building New

of additional Churches .in : populous : parishes.

The - sixth, - Which had a narrow escape:from A

passing last Session, remains suspended over: our
hieadls, 70 s B e
*“We ‘could: give further cases, but (especmlly
with what westill have before us), we think it
would ‘be presuming too much: on the reader’s
patience to do so. “After what we have adduced,
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~ can it, we.demand to.know, be maintained for

- an mstant, that the legislation” peculiar. .to: the

.riods.that are passed ?

present..epoch .is one. whit more. deliberate—

that it is.at all better digested, thanthat of pe-
Will-it.be: pretended: for
a moment -that the Acts of Parliament: which
are solely of. the. present day, can lay.claim to
the. smallest modicum of. reputation,: as! being

’less desultory, . less changing, . and.; fragile—if
~we may use the term, than thoser of. former

times? ... St iy e

KN

of more Wlsdom and 01rcumspect1on in.our

law-mal«nng- of a remedml course- going:to. the
root of the evil in our. leglslatlon .Where;were
we so. much. entitled, nay, where: were:, we so
much called upon, to. look. for the indications;
as, in. the descrlptlon of Enactments we have
Just spec1ﬁed—that 18, Enactments at:ence the
most recent and most. orlglnal and Where, cons
sequently, all the scope that eyer, can. splesent

itself, offered, for the dlsplay or, exermse .of .any
'spmt of Improvement-——supposmg it. 1eally to_
-'eX1st' SRR A AR

How far the prospect of a change,;not only
most desnable, but. most 1ndlspensable to. the

general Well-bemg, is here afforded to. the Coun—‘
try, the reader, we. trust whatevel may have,

been the prevmus blas of l’llS mmd, Is. JDow, ena-

7
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- But some, ‘in all probability, will be ready to General
exclaim; that- Whatever of the ancient leaven of ;
instability anddefectiveness may be admitted to S"hda‘m"

pertain' 't6: our Enactments ‘which are altogethel
of modern concoction—still that latterly a decided
dlsposmon ihas- been evmced by Parliament, to
revise, to simplify, or, as it is at times called, to
consolidate, certain of our old Laws:—to take a
comprehensive surjvey; in other words, of the en-

tire subject these Laws relate to; and in lieu of
the many Enactments which had before ‘existed -

thereon, to produce one single Law, which
should:/be’ -as perfect as’ poss1b1e and whlch
should $6 far prove final! - B g

- Than in" the fact we here. mentlon, we cer=
talnly know ‘of noth1ng in Whlch the character
of our Parliament can take' even momentary re-
fuge. “We are 1gnorant of any thlng constitu-
ting so mitich ‘as a presumptwe sawng cla,use in
its whole’ conduct, except this. ~ And, truly, the
value of such’ eﬁ"orts provided | they be  com-
menced, ' carried on, and completed Wlth the
1equ131te caution and ablhty, what rat10nal man
in"the’ Country will for a moment’ dlspute" Who
of the pubhc will' not be fmward 1ather, to tes-
tify " his, gratltude for S0 gleat a boon as would‘*
thus be " held ‘out to the Commumty ? Enter—

taining, as we do to its fullest ‘extent, ‘the’ feellng»
we hele express, all our prepossessions, all our

E

b
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first impressions, at-least, must be in favour of
that - feature in.- our- parliamentary . proceedings

v' - which we now :touch upon:- And yet it'is the

upshot ‘of: the veryefforts in question; that forces
itself upon us, as’containing proof, perhaps more
striking or conclusive, than any other that we

have offered, of ‘the inveterate, the—as. it might

almost be imagineinnsepal'able vice or infirmity;
of 'what issues from Parliament. *~We ‘use' the

strong terms we' do here, ‘because the: redoubted -

proceedings we speak:of, can have arisen out of
nothing: but:the very excess ‘of the Evil suffered
from; because they can:have been prompted by
nothing but a vivid perception—a ‘consciousness
na longer to be appeased—of the pecuharly crying
mischiefs resultmg from - Laws, such as we have
been; descnbmg ours to 'be; that is; Laws innu<

- merable; yet .indeterminate and ever-shifting.: -

~:If theén, though thus powerfully instigated to
action—though under such-paramount’ induce-
ments to put forth its strength—to screw its ‘wis-
doim to the sticking place;—if here too, as on the
most ordinary occasions, the Genius of Parlia-
ment has faltered or sunk under the task it had
1mposed on 1tse]f ‘proving. 1mpotent to reahze its
own.clear, explicit 1ntent-10ns,—~why then, safely
enouglhi,  we: think - ‘Wemay,” as we: ~have - JUSt
done, represent our case as reachlng its acmeﬁ
as, arriving at. somethmg hke a chmax./,;,,s ORI
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Minor objects .might undoubtedly be at the
same: time contemplated, but our Statutes hav-
ing -already; ‘almost-- ad . infinitum, = undergone
changes:-and -alleged :“ Amendments,” manifestly
the grand end—the devoutly wished-for consum-
mation—aimed .at, in'these reputed. Revisals or
Dlgests»of our. Laws, must.have. been, the, fizing

at-length, - or the ‘seztling of the Law, touching

the ' particular subject taken..in hand—and the
accomphshmg this: in one individual Enactment.

We .cannot - compress into. fewer . words . -what

the public wants required, and that to which.the

“endeavours we are alluding to, must.have been
-How. far. objects, ~the

in: the: main - directed.
attainment of which was felt.to be thus urgents
how far these grand: desiderata. have been,. .at
least in-the great majority of instances, by:these

vaunted 'endeayvours : realized ;—the : character-.of
Parliament being thereby exalted; and -the exi-
gencies of - the people met and provided for,.. we

shall proceed as briefly as possible to.shew:*; .-

i PEEIER St R

g * I‘he teuns in whlch we hene expl ess omse}ves wﬂl admlt of M1
Peel s consohdatmg B}lls 1ema1n1ng open for sepalate cons1de1 atlon '

Those Bllls, about whlch much has been said and wrltten, though no
one has foxma.lly proposed altermg them, are e1the1 good'or bad.  If
they are the latter, they need not constitute an exception to.our rule ;
1f they are the f01me1, they dernonstlate what may | be done in the
way of eﬂ'ectual Consoh&atlon, when the task is undextaken by par-
ties really having the quahﬁcatlons requisite, ‘and- being firmly re-

E2
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. ‘After.as many as four separate acts, in addi-
tion to the’ pre-existing. ones on the subjectrof
Marriage, passed within:a very shortpreceding
period, and by the provisions.of some:of - which;.
the: country, -as - will ~be - remembered, ; had

been: thrown: 1nto a. - universal ferment-—a- Blll \

of the nature of a Revisal or Digest of the whole
of the Marriage Laws, was prepared, br ought
into Parliament, and passed in' the:Session of

1823. This; Bill was. avowedly founded.ion: the

Report of :a Committee of the House: of : Lords
‘ on the:state of the Marriage Laws generally;”
and. it came :forth with a :correspondingly com-

pend;ou_s title.  The prime Minister of the coun-

try, Lord Liverpool, as early as.in the Session of
1820, had: declared: that: the Marriage Laws re-
quired. alteration.* . - The interval had been occu-
pied,  as we .set out with: intimating, with: what
may be called probationary: attempts -at iImprove-
ment ;:and the crowning effort of the whole was

the act we-have just described, viz. 4th Geo. IV.

's’ol:x?ed: to bring these qualifications to bear on'thé business they ‘en-
gage in+ These- quahﬁcatmns and -this resolutlon, Mr:Peel; it is

: 'certam, in the case of his bllls, did not look for 'wzt]zm t]w Walls of

Parlzament “And there was this further’ pecullamty, and we should

‘ say——-excellence, in the Right Hon. Gentleman’s mode' of pmceed

ing,—naimely, that instead of ‘entrusting the work of Consohdatlon

‘to a s1ngle indjvidual, howe\ ver gifted, he 1eq1u1ed on eachr occaswn,
) the co-opelatlve talents or services of many : )

*'See'the débates in the Hoéusé of Lords, Tuly 317 of that year.
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cap. 76.—It soon proved, however, .that the

threé years of preliminary practice had been in-
sufficient for the desired purpose, and in the very

next Session a supplementary Bill was called for

and passed, viz. 5th Geo. IV. cap. 32, entitled,
“ An Act toramend an Act of the last Session of
Parliament;, entitled < An Act for amending the
Laws'respecting‘the: Solemmzatlon of Ma,ruages

in England.*”:

+Inthe next ensuing Session, anew supplemen—

‘tary Bill was found' to be necessaiy, and the 6th

of: Geo.'1V.-cap. 92, was enacted accordingly..

- -In this state, the Law respecting - the ““most

solemn ‘and - fundamental of human Compacts”
has sinee remained ; ‘and perfectly natural would
it be to suppose, that though the revisers of’this

law-had: failed to achieve ene of their objects—

namely, the having a single act only on the sub-

ject .of ‘Marriage—still -that they had succeeded

in accomplishing ‘the other ; viz.. the:settlement
or fixing ‘of the Law: that is, succeeded in- pro-
ducing Enactments so far clear, .,.comprehensive;
equitable, and befitting the circumstances .of. the
Country, as- happily to preclude for a long pe-

'rlod to come further mcertltude, change or agi-

tatlon in the matter.—Of these. .very Acts it s,

however, that the learned Judge of the Consis-
tory "Court, ‘s6on” aftel thelr passmg, ‘ openly af-
ﬁrmed that they 1mposed upon him the O*reatest '
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difficulties, such was the obscurity ‘that- hung
about them t* = These are the Acts, of which it
is observed, that without going into the question
of their practical operation, there is the stronigest
presumptive evidence against ‘their - wisdom,in
that they are at once at variance with: what the
law :of England- regarding Marriage' originally
was=~and with what the law of Mairiage: every
where else is.4 These are the Acts, of whichia
Journal of “high' repute has very recently :ve-
marked,’ that in tolerating. Scotch Marridges of
English people, they tolerate that, which nullifies
their own most specific-and positive enactments
upon the most important of 'all subjects: .toles
rate ‘that, where the:diversity is entire and ex-
treme ; “where the securities' are none ;- wheré
the transition is from great; elaborate, even exces-
sive careand precaution; to a total absence of all
care, and every precaution:—thus causing a state
of things to exist, pre-eminently pregnant with:in-
convenience and mischief.$ - These are the Acts;
we beg further to remind the reader, under which
cases of such atrocious wrong occur, that not-

ISR LA

«* See the ploceedmgs in: . that Cmut Apul 28th 1826 in the
Suit for.a Nullity of Marriage.—King v. Sampson. .o
o4 Spcech -of.. Lmd L'mdmdale in the House of . Loxds, Junc
.lth 1827.. SR : :
t The Edmbul gh. Rcvmw, pubhshed J anuar y 1828

55

withstanding the multiplicity of its other cares;
Parliament itself is compelled to - interfere, -and
by a special, or what may be called interlocutory
Act, to mete out . justice for the particular occa-
sion.*- ' These laws too, let it not be forgotten,
are open to the additional imputation of allowing
to some who differ from the established religion,

the. right' of ‘celebrating marriage according to |

their .own .forms, and of .arbitrarily withholding

-this right from others; of permitting to the rich
the. privilege of Diwvorce, and . denying it to the

poor :—while..so peculiar is their operation with
regard to- that large class of "his Majesty’s sub-
jects, the Irish Catholics, that, according to the
decisions of our Police Maglstrates, these parties;

‘however firmly united in ‘wedlock in’ their. own

country, may, on arriving in this, set the. conju-
gal tie at defiance, ‘and enjoy, if . they so- please,
an entire immunity from its- obligations.: . .

" Under these various circumstances, : to. speak’

for & moment of our having obtained any. thing
which by possibility can be called ‘a Settlement,

_*As mbst wﬂl probably imagine, we have in view here the case
of Mlss Turner, during the dlscussmns upon whlch in the House of
L01ds the grievances incidental to our present Ma1mage Law, were
felt to be so great, that.several Peers, amongst whom was' the Mar-
quis of Lansdowne, peremptorily called upon the;'Government: for
an dltelatlon of the Law. - Mr. Sec. Peel upon the ‘same oceasion; in
the House of Commons, declared the cxisting s state of the . Maluage
_Law was such as to demand imiediate atterition: = 17 i)

R P S S
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Digest, or Fixing, of our Law respecting Mat-
riage, ~would ‘be: 4 waste ‘of the reader’s time :
which we do: not intend. to be' chargeable with. .-

Again,* how stand the facts in another:: ve- -
doubted 'case—we mean that of : digesting, r:as--
and - reducing into:
one final Enactment, the laws concerning: Bank--;v
ruptcy" P P _, S e g SR I TR o

-After a prevmus B111 passed only a few: weeks;f

was professed, :simplifying,-

before; regulating the proceedings: m.: Bankrupt-

cies:under-joint Commissions, an Act. was in:the
third Session-of George IV. [1822], broughtinto..
and - passed ‘through - Parliament, under:; a- simis-
larly comprehensive title to that of the 4th. Geo.::
IV: already -noticed: by us ;relatmg-to,,Marmag.ea;?
The Act in question, 8d Geo. IV. cap. 81, is.in-,
dexed in.the-Statute Book as “ an Act to-amend.-
the Laws relating to Bankrupts generally V—This.

. reputed emendation, however; . of these.; Laws,

““ generally,” speedily turning out to-be a perfect.

nulhty——-totally inadequate, in short,.to the pub-:

lic: exigencies; ‘and a strong: feehngwprevalhng,’
of the positive necessity, in a Country.sohighly:
- cominercial; of  having- an ‘explicit and. persplcu-:
ous, ‘as ‘well as’ stable ‘or - ilxed law," regarding’
Bankruptcy-——a gland effort—a sort_of - -long: pull
and stlongJ pull, - was resolved : upon by Parlia-:
ment ;“and as the result of ‘the parturitive ° pro-:

cess, forthwith - there presented itself: to the na-
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tion; ‘5th; Geo. IV.: cap.. 98, entitled “ An Act to
consolidate ..and..amend - the Bankrupt.. Laws ;"
and‘having. the:following for its preamble,—
« Whereas::it is expedient to .amend ;the :Laws
relating ‘to..Bankrupts, and to simplify the lan-
guage thereof, -and to consolidate the same, so
aniended,. .and. . simplified, in- one: Act, and. to
make other provisions respecting - Bankrupts be
it-therefore enacted,” &c. &c.: :

~ Here: tlien, after many hopes, much- agltatlon,
and ‘long: pr otracted labours; a new and cheering

prospect:unfolded - itself. : ¢ Here, said- the nu-

- merous+ parties more 1mmed1ately interested in

the='subjéct; ““here, : at length, terminate: our
doubts,. ol “ever-recurring perplexities; and. dis-

putations; with regard to what is Banklupt Law,

and:what' is mot! ~ Here a solid: restmg—place
someéthing really tangible and abiding, presents it-
self; dfter~the obscure,  the tortuous; the every

wayiquestionable path we have hitherto had to
tread!”:* And under the circumstances, and see-:
ing; too, that the Consolidating Act, comprisedno

fewer ‘than One Hundred and Thirty-three Sec-
tions;-nothing .certainly . was more warrantable

thari to:reckon, that besides being worded with.
sufficient study,  this Act met and duly provided

for;a§ far as~human skill could do this,..every

- possible: contingency.— What then, will.be the
surprise: of: the. general. reader, when. we state,

R =
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that after  this’ very elaborate: product1on ‘one
, smgle year did not revolve,:before the-Jour nals; of
Parliarient—as if absolutely ‘nothing - Whatevel
had been donein' the business, presented : us
‘with precisely.the old routine notice, of, ¢ a:Bill
to amend the Laws relating to Bankrupts t?—
Well, but-this further Bill, it will be: said, was
only to'correct ‘some little oversight—perhaps a
clerical error; or it -respected some - individual
case: of no great moment, which from itsiver yidi-
minutiveness . had  escaped attention. : ‘Happy
indeed ' for :the reputation 'of our Leg‘lslature
would. it-be, ‘did this charitable surmise ‘corres-
pond with the reality. 'On the contrary, how-
ever, the new law, 6th Geo. IV. c. 16, occupy-
~ ing forty-two pages, and containing one hundred
and- thirty-six clauses or sections, ‘was a complete
.abrogation—an -entire ‘and uriqualiﬁed repeal of
the preceding or consolidating act.-—And thus; in
one- short .twelvemonth, were shivered to  atoms
the 'sanguine - hopes,: the fond : calculations, we
have just described; and which it was -almost un-
avoidabléfor the parties we have spoken of;-and
mdeed for the whole nation, to indulge in. -

+ Still, as. every.-one will foresee, *because it is
agieeable to one of the first principles of our
nature;: ‘itheses satoms of hope would after :a time
agam conglegate. R TR LT Yt NI

I short, by -what was now ultimately enacted,’

59

afresh and.improved consolidation of our Bank-
tupt: laws being - professedly- effected;. ‘th‘e ;pobli.o 5
notwithstanding the previous shipwreck: of : their

- just expectations; would involuntarily suffer:their

cotifidence gradually to revive, and anew would
it gravitate towards—anew would it attach itself
to; and settle around, that, which Parliament had
been :pleased * solemnly” to: pronounce - Law.
We':can even fancy. that some would go so:far—
and ‘we-hold such simplicity to be every way ve-
nialys @s to look upon:what had before 'ocbqrred,’
i sthe.f:.]ight of+ a guarantee, of a proof—anda
clinching.of -the proof,: that what was now pro-
duced, ‘would -be Consolidation, and 1ndeed Le-

- gislation, in:its very perfection! -

;+Have: then these -pleasing. antlclpatlons been
1eahzed" 1Is the :country at last in the posses-
sion-of that to which all this amendment, :conso-
lidation, and re-consolidation, so plainly. pointed
—+namely, ‘a: well-digested, wise, adequate-=—and;
in this; a fixed or settled Law régarding Bank-
ruptey :—and. which, though ‘twere only in requi-
tal forits past disappointments, the nation most

1lchly merited ? . Oh, no! must be the: pamful‘

reply of: every one at’ all competent to, answer
the:question. . R HRT SRR

= Wie omselves deem it a suﬂi(:lent grou.nd fox'
condemnlng the re- consohda’ced Alct,: that - it.

leaves . utterly- umedlebsed, nay, -that 1t..dggra-




'from thelr hablts of hfe, and then means of 1nf'01mat_ ,n', the
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vates, ‘the -evilslong : sustained from' the jex-
isting system of working Bankruptcies;* a system
which .the Country -has been taught, :on. *high
authority, to.pray for the destruction -of. .- But;
totally apart. from this- 'objectifon 5 theNew Act,
as the whole public can'vouch: for, has given
rise to demurs .and . difficulties in:our Gourts—
almost - unprecedented - for their . number ‘and
magnitude. . It appears to have posed;andysin
truth, set at defiance; the. acumen: of-our law-
yers of all ‘grades, more than any -other- legis-
lative - Enactment ' or - Enactments- of > modern
times. . “ This Act,” said the  Vicé<Chancellor;
Aprily 3d, 1827, ¢ must be'amended; and it will
be of the utmost benefit td'th'e’pilblié-Whénf' the
amended Bill is brought in ——=” .¢The amerid-
ed:Bill—" exclaimed Mr. Montague," “‘three-or
four:Bills, ‘must-be brought . in,” before justice
in: Bankruptcy Cases. can' now- possibly :be ‘ad=
ministered !” - This has been . more or less the
testimony of nearly every Counsel; Judfre, and

1ndeed Tnbunal in the Klngdom &

* We refer the 1eade1 here to a ve1y 1mp01tant Statement of
M1 Abercrombys in the’ House of Commons (Feb 16, 1826), in
his capamty of a Commlssmner of Bankrupts, whelem he de-
hberately aﬂumed for hlmself and his brother Commlssmnels"': a
the Act of the 6th of Geo 1v. 1mposed Dutles upo' them y

A s

quite’ mcapable of pelfounmg
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¢+ The rimmediate framers of the Act, alive; at
length; -to: its - palpablei defectiveness—to what
the:iQuarterly - Reviewers  admit -to be: its - - in-
acouracies :of execution*”— have, in' two' sepa~
ratée Sessions: of. Parliament, taken ‘it .in hand
again to.*.improve” the Bankruptcy Law:: or,
in -other: words, to:correct: the  ricketiness: of
their progeny ; -but. on each occasion have they
abandoned their-attempt—to all appearance from
very hopelessness of doing, so far -as their facul-
tiés-would:assist.them, any good in: the - matter: :

+We+: cannot:: help . making - formal » mentiont

here, ;. of:’ the: ‘alarmingly = desultory - way - in
which Parliament:proceeds; even when- its: far-
famed. Acts:. of . Siinpliﬁcation,. Digest, or Con-
solidation; ‘are directly concerned;:and -of' the
poorearnest. that has been -afforded us, in:the

case:of the Bankruptcy Law particularly, of the |
real value ‘of any further Legislation: that may -

take. place on: the subject. The second of:the
two. attempts we have just spoken':of, for:the

Amendment of .the Act: of the 6th Geo. V.

’ See the Qualterly Rev1ew, publlshed January, 1828 It is in.
all proba.blhty, the re-consohdated Bankrupt Act whlch is alluded to
m the same artlcle of that Journal, whele it states, f‘ We our-
selves coul& name a smgle sectzon of a modem and not. undls-
| ll‘besules occasxomng dlvers law-sults f:l‘(')n} (125{

amblguous phlaseolégy, has drawn as many as s1xty leamed
opinions on Cases affected by it, ﬁom one Lawyer
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had proceeded so far in the House of Commons,
(May 23d, 1828) that the Bill for this. purpose
was, on' that day, read a:third time. - dAfter.it

had been read a third time, and consequently,

when every one would suppose the Bill had had

all the benefit of the fullest conflict.of opinions,

0 as to.'be ‘every way matured—after this, not

only 'was an additional ' clause proposed . and

- added -to -the Bill, but:a Motion was- made: to

leave -out :the : words from cpr.-1,: line 14,1 to
pr.-2;:line 13 ; being, in fact, the whole of: the

first clause of the Bill : :whereupon, 'the passing.

of the ‘Bill was adjourned for- a: fortmght or

till: after the Whitsun holidays.—It was' in" the.

House of Lords that thls Blll was’ subsequently

- abandoned. Do ip i

General - Again, we’ beg to. dJrect attentlon for a: few
Iﬁgﬁ:"})} moments,: to :the" boasted Amendment, Digest;
gonsolida- g, Consohdatlon of our Laws rela’clng ito the

Customs’ Customs. ; o L e
Laws.
- This’ signal - opelatlon was effected in . the

Sess10n of 1825..: We have different statements

before us‘ as to thé number of Acts of Parlia-.
-ment then revised. .- Suffice it to say,. lt ‘was
vely great ‘but Wlth a view'to so 1mpoirtant an’
object as the Slmphﬁcatlon of our Customs and-
Navigation LaW, and by dint, as was alleged by

Mr. Husklsson, of # an 1mmense ‘deal of. labour ?

these. numelous Statutes we1e assorted and m
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the end condensed ‘intc Ten Separate Acts;—
eath ‘oné of them embracing; -and, happily, con-
fining. itself: toj a-distinct® branch - of , the large
aﬂ‘d,“"herétof'Ore,'s most: intricate subject- of . our
Foreign Trade and Customs. * The New Acts;
indeed, i’ re‘speeted - severally, the ' Management
of: the Customs ; the general regulatlon of ‘the
Customs j':the prevention of Smugglmg ; the
encouragement of British Shipping and- Naviga-

tion ; ‘the:: reglstenng ‘of ' British - Vessels ; the

granting Duties 'of Customs ; ‘the Wa,rehousmg
of Goods; ‘the -granting certain Bounties. and:
Allowances of - Customs ; - the regulating’the:
trade of the British Possessions’ abroad:;: and:
the : Regulating the Trade of the Isle of Man.
Independently of these, a ‘sort -of - prefatory:

Bill had been passed, repealing those particular

Aicts:which were  considered to. be superﬂuous Fo )

ori‘that ' were now, in a dlfferent foxm Te-
enacted. - . R R AT
+As in the ease of the Bankrupt Law Amend—
ment - or - ‘Consolidation, with: joy was “this ‘great.

change in our fiscal- Laws witnessed by avery
large ‘portion of- the.’ Communlty ; while ‘ the

foreign Trader, and -our various Revenue func-

tionaries more especially, antlclpated for them-~
selves, as! eompared with the past, halcyon: days _
. But;-let: us: hear:the Statement, - uttered in-
Parliament, only - ene Session: ' after:- ¢ An. al~
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teratlon in the Consolidated - Customs’ Laws is.

necessary !”_“ An addendum to the new. Laws

respecting the Customs is required I”*.~ Ominous

words . truly,  and ‘lamentably . were® they borne
out in- the sequel :—for-ere  the newly ‘arrived
Session—that - of - 1826, expired, :came :the
kthreatened “ addendum ” 7th Geo. IV. ¢ 48;
and with it, Chaos  came ‘again into:the- entire

' system of our Custom House'law or regulations.

With the addendum came, secundim artem, the
undoing—we had well mgh said—-of all that
had just bef01e been done :——with it, “however,

at: the very least, came the Alteration, without

‘a. smgle exceptlon, of every one of the ten Acts
of 1825; with it came the formal - restoration
to their place in. the Statute Book of “divers of
. the Statutes, Whlch by the recent Enactmients,

had been, rashly it would seem, expunged from
Cits with it came Saving Clauses and' Exceptions
almost out of number; and, to - crown. the:

whole, ‘ these very compendlous...these widely

dlssmnlar measures, ‘were - all wrapped up—all

“ fagoted” (for. we care very little- about - .the

margmal references that were' at the time in-:
sisted upon)-all fagoted togethel, in one. and .

the same Act! -

Not to. detam the readel unnecessanly, the .

S Spe?‘%hesdof'Mes‘é‘nﬁs.:‘Herries and Huskisson; 0.0
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_Voicethe- same: . ill-boding Voice we  have
spoken :of —has; ‘in utter despite of all the pro-
~ mises: ‘made. to us. of Simplification or Censo-

lidation in the -case, been  heard in- Parhament

every Session. since :~the- result in each’ instance;,

bemg a-lengthy and again Jumbhng hnactment
viz. 7th and 8th-Geo. 1V. ¢. 56, headed, “ An
Act: to..amend the ‘Laws relating to the Cus-
toms;?wand 9th “Geo. -IV. c. 76 bearmg p1e-
c1sely ‘the same- title.- :

It Was-said; somewhat trlumphantly, by Mr
Husklsson, ‘not long after the introduction into
Parliament of the Customs’ Consolidation Laws,
that unden the old complex, oppresswe and‘
penenced ‘merchant always lequlred to" have
his> lawyer ‘at’his elbow,  for fear of contra-

~veningthem ;- and-that; even' with that’ assist-
- anceythe’ could not get on, without feeing the’

Custom House Officer, to preserve: hlmself from
those- difficulties and -embarrassments; into Whlch" ‘
he was every moment in’danger of belng un-*

- wittingly- entrapped. - How the astute ‘and’ ex-

perienced merchant: finds himself cir cumstanced'

“under the New Law, with its:now numerotis su_p-; .

plementaly Enactments, we pretend ‘not to- be.'

accurately::informed ;- ‘but so multifaricus; * ‘50

intricate,-and involved, appear to us to be thelr,

provisions; -that, - ja:_s :often as  we ‘have looked
\ F
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at -them, we  have instinctively exclaimed,—

Heaven bless and ‘help the Wights whose bu=
siness it is to understand and conform to them'

And the reiterated: attempts we have: enume- -

rated of :Parliament, ¢ more perspicuously to
exhibit”#* its intentions in the matter, are an
ample confirmation to us, and will be, we think,
to others, of the humamty of this our invo-
- cation.: : i C
Passmg by the general amendments or con-
solidations of our Vagrant Laws—of our Acts
for the regulation of Gaols—of our Malt Duties’
Acts—of the Acts. for the Abolition of the Slave

Trade—of the Acts regulating the licensing of

Public H’ouses; of the "Acts affecting Lunatics
of different classes:—each of which- constitutes
to a greater or less extent a case. in point here,

General and - offers. materials for grave. comment —we

Amend-

ment, or Shall adduce, in conclusion, the Dlgest Revisal,

Consolida- Consolidation; or whatever else it may be called, -

tion of

%“mplke that has latterlv been- effected of our Turnplke
oadLaws

Road Laws. " - . oyt :
“If ever our Law Rewsers, or Consohda,tors

‘advanced to their task under circumstances pe-
culiarly - auspicious—promising, - indeed,  a pre-

eminently successful issue to their endeavours—

it ‘'was in ‘the instance we now particularize.

% Seké"‘the‘Ac‘f of1826.
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The Committee of the House of Commons;
upon the subject of the Acts in. force regarding
Turnpike ‘Roads, reported, July. 10th, 1821,
that ¢ they would have proceeded further in
the course they had adopted, of “calling before
them' persons competent to assist them in the
objects of their enquiry ; but, that they found it

“needless—the House being already in possession -

of a great mass' of matter bearing upon  the
subject, [In how many other cases would not

~the same ' statement -apply !] successively re-

ported - tothe House, from a Committee ap-

pointed . to consider of the ‘Acts . relating to-
‘Roads, &c. in 1808, and in succeeding years.

A ‘very .valuable = Digest: of . the voluminous

 matter. ‘contained . in these Reports,” the Com-

mittee -went :on' to say, . was: afterwards pub-
hshed by the late Mr.  Edgeworth, to which

also they had referred.”: The Report, of what
* wasin effect the same Committee, .dated June :
* 25th, 1819, had presented the House with the
* following sketch of  the duties which the Com-
mittee were prescribing to themselves :—¢ the -

reduction of the various proposed improvements

of our Road Laws into proper form—the digest-
ing the various provisions of formel Acts——the‘
expunging what was useless or injurious therein -
~the reconciling what was contradlctoly—and"
- the re-modelling  and arranging what was sound-

r2

"‘«7=:::=-:-—~.—J

R SR KE




68

and useful.”  And the second Report we ‘here
cite from . (though the earliest in . date), con-
tained further, ‘a distinct pledge on.the ‘part of
- the Committee, that they would:“ fully mature
the requisite plan for amending the : Laws re

lating to the Turnpike Roads.” - EERT I

- ‘The . first result of - these long plotlacted—
these seemingly profound labours, ‘wasy - What
the Report of the -Committee - of 1821...desig-
nated < a -Bill for: the amendment: and conso-
lidation of the  general Turnpike Acts ;% Bill,

however, which this.identical. Committee: sub-

sequently thought proper entirely to ““re-model.”
The re-modelled . Bill even .then stood over -till
the next. Session, when it  was. formally pre-
sented - to, .and -passed through- Parliament.
This' Act' (8d Geo. IV c. 126), entitled - An
Act:to amend the general Laws now in being
for regulating ‘Turnpike Roads, in- that .part of
 Great Britain called England,” repealed every

existing :‘Act-on the subject of these roads; and:
as;to bulk—and - adequacy so" far, to the: public
wants in the:case, it contained one hundred and-
fifty-three - Sections, ‘besides -¢leven . pages: of

Tables, Schedules, &c. . and filled - out - elghty-v
three foho pages. .

e e

lngs of plamd content we:. mlght almost say of-

~ repose, with. 1kega1_,d to the Turnpike Road Law.
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forthe future, which this Bill gave rise to, a
‘tolerable idea may be formed from the language

of -a gentleman of the long-robe, [J. Bateman,
Esq. -of Lincoln’s Inn]. who, in editing-the Act

soon-after it passed, thus expressed himself :—“Of
“an Act framed with- so much care, passed so

s'ldvgrlytand' delibel“ately'through both Houses of
Parliament, treated in all its stages with ‘the

“most ‘unbiassed and praiseworthy attention, and

which: in'its progress has undergone various
a’ltéi”a;tions.-_aiﬂd' -amendments, it ' is - confidently
expectedi that it will: be the means of ren-
déring the most - essential - service - to “every

class “of his Majesty’s subjects; and will thus .

reflect credit both on the gentleman who framed
and introduced it, and the Parliament by ‘which
it'has been passed.” — This -was the language
of hope—of rational expectation. Now for that
of experience 4;.—n.0'\W for the chronicler, - after
two brief  years only -had elapsed, of  actual

events: ' “ The State of the Law,”: [we iquote

from ¢he Law of  Turnpikes, published by M:
W. Cobbett, ‘Student - of  Lincoln’s Inn, ‘soon
after the close of the Parliameﬁtai‘y Session -of
1824,] “ the state of the Law. recra,rdmg Turn=
pike Roads is at the present time such, as to be
calcula,ted to "do" nothmg ‘but - bewﬂder ‘the
réader, ‘and *lead “him into ' error.’ IncludmO“
the Act of 1822, which 'consolidated the whole

RTINS
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of the old laws, there have beén passed up to
this date, ‘altogether five Acts on the subject of

our Turnpike Roads, Two of these ‘Acts, viz.

3d Geo. IV. c. 126, or the consolidated Act,

‘and 4th Geo. IV. c. 95, are of great length ;
" and the last of them: repeals nearh Yy one ﬁa{/ of
the  Clauses that were ' contained in the first.”
- What! we think we hear every intelligent -

reader 'crying out to himself— a Consolidating
Act which it took years to concoct ;—its framers,
too, having all the benefit of -a valuable digest
of the Materials they were to proceed upon—

- this Act carefully modelled," as alleged, and re-

modelled—then, according to:the earliest Com-
mentator upon it," Mr. Bateman, passed through
Parliament with the greatest slowness and de-
liberation, - with the most unbiassed ‘and praise-
worthy attention ;—subsequently, too, stayed up

by several collateral or: tributary Enactments :

—all this, and ‘more than this, and yet; within
two Sessions of its first passing, one moiety of
the Act proving so incorrigibly defective as to
require cancelment~—no, no, no ! the account is
incredible ! . the . allegatlon is so monstrous as to
carry onthe face of it, its own refutation!”

Incredible, monstrous, or 1mposs1ble, ghowevel ‘
- as the- thmg may appear, the facts}are precmely

as here 1eco1ded, and ful,thelmmc we beg to

appnse the readel, that should Mr. W. Cobbef,t
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Mr. Bateman, or any other learned gentleman,

be hardy enough to print the Law of Turnpikes

as it exists at the period at which we write,*
he will have to say, that the general Laws now
in being regarding Turnpike Roads, commencing
with the grand one of 1822, are in all seven!!
two Bills - of considerable length having ‘been
passed since the date of Mr. W. Cobbett’s pub-
lication, viz. 7th and 8th Geo. IV. ¢. 24; and
9th Geo. IV. c. 77; each entitled, « An Act

‘to amend the Acts. for regulating Turnpike

Roads ;” and each presenting us with further
Repeals, fresh Explanations, new Enactments,
and additional Amendments, of the Road Law.

..But,: bad as this state of things is, the most
aggravating feature, as we deem it, in the case,
yet remains behind. = We allude to -the. fact,
that only two years after the Consolidating
Bill had passed—that  Bill, preceded by fourteen
years’ note of preparation—and which came at-

‘tended with so much pomp and circumstance ;

% We use the phrase « haldy enough, because we think the
disposition a bold one in Lawyers, to undertake laborious Analyses,

and elaborately illustrated Editions of Laws, of so ‘ephemeral, or at
any rate of so protean-like a character as ours are. With respect
to these Analyses, Commentaues, &c. our pexsonal sympathxes are
in either altematxve excited. - That is, if these works (dear ones

“all the world knows them to be )] don t sell, we feel for those who '

write them : if they do, we unfelgnedly LOlldOlC w1th thosc who buy
them. i ‘ :

>
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~only. two Sessions. after this ‘Bill thad passed,’
the -Act 'itself had: no-more place ‘in - the. con-!
sideration of Members, than the by-gone visions:
And how is 'this to be proved*
the reader will in all plobablh’cy say to hlmself 4

of a dleam

We. answer, Thus:

.On the : twenty—ﬁfth “of. March 1824 *. Mr ;s
Cnpps rose -in. the- House of-. Commons, - and.
moved; pursuant.. to notice, - for leave: to bring
in. a Bill to. amend the several Acts passed in:
‘the 3d and 4th :of .Geo.: IV. - relating: to. Turn=
pike Roads.. ' After a. few - words: from Mr.:
Frankland Lewis, . and Sir: M. - W.. Ridley, the
latter. of whom recommended a postponement
of -the . matter—Mr. Secretary. Peel - expressed.

his. concurrence in .the .wish, that his honourable
frlend would withdraw his motion -for- the pre-

sent.. ¢ Let the House, and . the Country,” said
.the rlght ‘honourable Secretary, * await: a year
or two of . further - experience, -and then come-

practically - to the consideration of a permanent

measure. I”—Again, but after an interval . of two
more. Sessions had . elapsed, and, as: if it were
determined evidence'should not be wanting -of
“the entire- obhvmn into which the : Consolidating

proceedmgs of 1822 had. passed ‘the - public

% See thc debates in the I:-I'mi'sebf"Co‘ixirnons‘ of that ‘datc._‘

3

Journals contained as'follows:* ¢ Sir Thomas
Lethbridge moved that the House should resolve
- itself into a .Committee ‘on the Turnpike Acts™
" Bill. . Mr. Baring: observcd that if the honour-
abler  Baronet: ‘would -consent. to w1thdraw ‘the
- present Bill, and ledve the matter as it stood,

till the Turnpike. Laws could be consolidated, he
would, ~in' his opinion; ‘act” Jud1c10usly M.

Cripps argued that it was: desirable to withdraw
the present Bill with a view to the Consolidation
of the Road ~Law. = Mr. Frankland Lewis then
rose, and -'stated, that the Consolidation of the
Turnpike Laws was « task whick he had pro-"
posed- to- lumself, -and - which he - was perjectly“
:The question was. @ most-
important. one, and certainly the difficulty attend-
ing the proposed Measure would be great, owing
2o the complexity of the subject and the variety
 of - conmemions which it had. = But he was ready

wzllmw to undertake. .

to commence preparations for the purpose !”

~For- ourselves, we protest we are dizzy with
Emotlon, as we extract and write what we here
do.:":Our state is one of literal bemldelment at

the scene ‘we have before us!:

" In-the- latest. pubhca‘aon of a popular and; "
what is more, a-Tory writer, of the_‘ present day,

’ Reports of tile debatcs of March 27th, 1827 Lo




74

we have read of “the Majesty of British Legis-
lation ;” and of this same “ Majesty” as proving,
in' an : instance which the writer refers to, the

¢ scorn’ and laughing stock” of the people. . In

the House of' Commons itself too, not very

- long ‘since, it was openly predicted by an emi-

nent Member, “ that the time would come,
when - certain ' of  the labours of ‘that House,
would be looked upon by the Country, -with the
greatest astonishment—if not with the utmost
contempt.”® = This language of these gentlemen
was called forth ineach case, as our statement

implies, by anindividual Operation or Act of

the Legislature, to which their earnest attention
at the time happened to be drawn. - What then
may not our feelings be supposed to be, at the
close of such a recital as has 1mmed1ately pre-
ceded!  Or, as we throw back but a glance, upon
the vista of ﬂagltlous Leglslatlon, through which
we have been led! " These feelings, we can as-
sure the reader, are most strong ones.” The
only loose, however, we will give to them, is by
asking, by frankly asking—In the event of Par-
liament persisting in its present career—of our
Legislature either haughtily or unwittingly deci-

. * See respectively Dr, Philpott’s “ Letter fo a Layman,” pub-

lished 1828, and the Spcech of Mx Spung Rlce in thc ‘House of
Commons, May 26, 1825. :

e
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ding upon no change in its arrangements—upon
no -alteration in its courses—what can prevent,
what, in that case, can avert the crisis, of the

- ¢ Scorn,” of the Contempt” of the nation,

coming to attach—not to one or two only of its

Acts, but to its proceedmgsumversally ? -

‘ If dwe desist here from the directly,'inculpatory

part of the present pages, it is from any thing
but.a. . want of -further materials.  Passing. ‘on
indeed,. f1om that which ‘is undertaken and, in

.one way. .or_another, done, by Parhament we

might, we conceive, derive a most solid addi-
tional ground for our main. ¢ A1 gument,” in that
which is left by Parliament, wzdone :And this, it,

'~ is highly probable, we should in no small num- -
“ber_of instances make to con81st of that Whlch

after all ‘most 1mperat1vely requires doing. :
. We are qmte sure, however, " that . there is
glava,men enough in our.case, as it at plesent

_ stands. .
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SECTION-IL =

~'Tre1dea appears to be a: very prevalent one;
that whoever. puts “himself forward ‘to unfold::or

kdenounce ‘Vices in our.-Social " System,. 1s; bound
at-the same time, to come prepared with an ade:
qudte remedy:for whathe denounces. :"We; in

a great degree, deny that this obligation exists’;
being firmly persuaded that a faithful exposition

of Wrong of any 'sort, is of itself a benefit con-

ferred -on the Commumty, though the ‘Author of
the- expos1t10n (we are’ supposmg him to be ‘a

private and irresponsible’ 1nd1v1dua1) is the pro— '

pounder of nothing else.: - oo T

- In the present instance, however, We have made
it no secret, that what will prove, to a great ex-
tent, - corrective or remedial in its operation;’ is,

as - we think, within reach.. Nor have we: dis-
guised from the reader, what the nature, gene-

rally, of the cure, or at least the palllatlve, con—
templated by us; is. S L

In proceedmg further to develop the Vlews we

vy

entertain, we hope not to-lay ourselves open to
any charges of overweening confidence in what.

we may prescribe— of anything approaching to

dogmatism in the suggestions we shall offer.

If we act up to our wishes in this respect, more

credit will be due: to- us than may at first sight

be imagined. For we write, not till after long N
and - attentive- consideration bestowed upon our.
- subject. Our temperament, moreover, is of the

sanguine order—of which it is some proof;. that,

where important desiderata are in- question, the

mere mention: "of leﬁcultles has ever Wlth us
been -an 1n01tement——not as seems- to - be- ‘too
often the case with others, to supineness—but

‘only to closer. cogitation, to more: concentrated
~ thought upon the matter. . Added to which, as

it regards the devising and' enforeing of regula-
tions. -or . arrangements, havmg for. thelr ‘object
our socml Well—belng, the buoyancy of our hopes

~ is.such; that pr ovided it be to men. of ablhty and
integrity combined, that the task is assigned, by

them;  as-we. firmly. beheve—-—Every thmg W111 be
found to-be practicable. .. - oo
-To. the: magnitude of what we have taken 1t in

' hand to treat:of, we certainly, however,: are not
‘blind ;. and we ean with striet veracity. affirm,
that we shall esteem our own exertions to ‘be

in no mean degree rewarded, though the1_1 effect et
should- be . but. of - the- inceptive -kind :-fthoilgh o
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they act -but, like leaven to the  public mmd—‘

setting - to - -work the faculties of -abler parties

“than ourselves, and’ securing ultlmately those

measures, be they what they may, which: the

flagrant state of things it has fallen to our lot

to lay before the reader, calls for. Sl
Marrers It may be proper at once to obselve, that the
TO BE RE~

sovep ovr further Division: of the . Labour . of Parhament

OF THE JU-

wrspre. | which. we have in- v1ew_—,-and to . which our own

povor  decided impression most assuredly is, .that the
ARLIA-

- ment. Country must - eventually come-—is not-a-more

equal or uniform - division - of this Labour. as
among - Members: themselves.,—very perfection
in that respect, or something very.like perfec-
. tion, ‘being already professedly. attained by the
~standing -orders or-interior regulations of Parlia-
ment. - No ;. the further division of the Labour
of Parliament which we are the advocates of, is
as between Palhament and other Individuals .of
the State. . At least it goes to the relieving the
Legislature—to the distinctly taking away from
it—of part of  its present Duties. ' And unless it
can be shewn that these Duties do not mneed
discharging at-all, manifestly, upon withdrawing
them from their: old jurisdiction, . they must be
allotted to some new, or d1ffe1ent one.

© Matters of - ‘V-Thenﬁrst -of 'the"Cases, then,’ which we: ‘Would.

mereForm

positively prohibit: from being' brought - before:
Parliament, are THOSE IN WHICH THE INTERFER-
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ENCE OR OPERATION OF THE LEGISLATURE IS NOTO-
RIOUSLY AND ALLOWEDLY A MATTER OF MERE FoRM.

“"We give the priority here to this - portion
of the Business of Parliament, not because we
deem its removal to be most pressing, -but be-
cause we think the change with regard to it, will
call:forth fewest objeCtions and so far, if on no
other grounds, may be effected: Wlth most fac1—
In all cwlhzed Countrles a vanety of Acts,

which are Deviations from the ordinary course
of things, are perfectly allowable, provided:they -

previously. receive the Visa, as it were, of cer-

tain Authorities of the state.  Merits, the cases
have none ; or at least no disputed merits. A

technical statement of the: circumstances, duly

-attested, is indeed necessary; and this furnished,

the process of awarding the desired sanction—
of conceding the requisite warranty—results, we
believe we may say, inevitably.  The agency of

“the Umpires, if they may be so- cdlled, in the

affair, is in no degree deliberative ;. it is,  on the
contrary, purely ministerial—next, in reality, to

 what  is involuntary and mechanical.:: Is it

asked, To what part of the proceedings of -our

Parliament these observations are meant to have

reference ? .- We answer, without a.moment’s

“hesitation, that they have : reference to—all. Bills
“brought before the Legislature, authonzmg Indl— ,
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viduals:to .change their Names, or empowering
them to make some alterationin -their Armorial
Bearings ;—to Natur ahzatlon Bills; —and to what
are termed Estate Bills. - NIRRT
- Of course; - after- what has just: been sald it

is r,not_on the: score of -one jot of mental: labour

or: solicitude caused: by:-these Bills within :the
walls . of Parliament, : that - we: :object . to' < their
being: entertained there. : It-is-the" outlay; the
expenditure of the :Time of the two# Houses,
which: the Bills in - question. occasion, that our
opposition, as it concerns them, all-hinges @pon.

-~ What validity. there-is in this' ground of: objec-
tion;  will. instantly be evident from: the follow-

ing :details,” which: hold true of all Private-Bills.

Nothing, - we: apprehend,: can : prove more . de-.
~ cisively-thes ponderousness, as we have ‘already
- called -it, ::of the :Machinery: of : Parliament;. as

well “as-that the working of this' Machinery:. is
any thing but a:trifling. operation, though -its
mere - physical movements be all that is re-

: garded i

<A Bill-:of : the klnd under cons1de1at1on belng
to. be:brought into Parhament ‘a Petition must
be presented: by :a:: Member; : setting - forth the
object contemplated or -what ‘is* sought to:be:

- obtained. - This petition is referred' to-a’ Comi-

mittee, -and they -subsequently - make a report

" thereon. to. the : House, . upon  .which,. leave: is
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given .to-bring in the bill.© The Members di-

“rected to-do this, present the Bill ina compe-

tent time to the House, duly drawn out?' ‘with

proper blanks for dates, &c. or where anything -
dubious occurs. = This is read a first time, ‘and, -

at -a-convenient distance, a second time; and

after each reading,: the ‘Speaker opens- to the

House: the substance of the Bill, and puts the
questlon,——Whethex it shall proceed ‘any  fir-
ther? - After the second reading; it is commit-
ted—that s, referred to.a Committee ‘selected
by the House. After it has gone through -the
Committee; - the - Chairman " reports it -to ‘the

House. The bill' is' then ordered - to be ‘en-

grossed. - When ‘this - has. been  finished, it is

~read. a third time. - The Speaker : then  again

opens the. Cvontents, and, holding it up -in. his
hands; puts the question, that the bill do pass?

This being assented to, the-title is settled, and

one of.the Meémbers. -is,r-;- directed * to 'qa,rr‘y the
bill to the Lords. Attended by several more,

he carries it to the bar of the House of Peers,

where ‘he- delivers it to. their -Speaker, { who

~ comes:-down from -his: wool-sack to-receive:it.’

And here, the: engrossing ; excepted " the bill:
passes through plec1sely the same.. forms as in’
the othe1 House ® ’ R Y

*We copy these-paiticulats, nearly verbatim, from Blackstone

G

I
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‘We feel the fullest ‘conﬁdence that the x‘eadel

w111 concur with us, when we say; -that circum-

stanced. as. Parliament ‘is, this naked narrative
oug}‘lt__t,o: suffice to ensure the death warrant; of
the.whole of that class of its busine.ss;whichWe
have set out with proscribing:. - 5

- That the Legislature—to the necessaly ‘Ye=
tardment_ of those vitally ' important .Questions
which are constantly awaiting its - scrutiny - or
adjyt_ll,di(‘:@tionf-should;be called upon:to undergo;
the, .train. of operations; the tissue of formali-
ties, just specified, in cases so- totally arbitra-

1y, so entirely ceremonial, ds—that Kitty Jenkyn:

Packe have power to take the Arms of her
uncle Reading— t;ha,t -Phaebe Boode :be: entitled
to . the : rights . of Citizenship —that.--Dorothy

Clowes ; have -authority -to grant Leases—Let-.
tice:: and. ‘Ann . Unett to :exchange Estates,  &c.:

&c. . &,c. —that 'such  a liability merely - should:
exist—that it should barely be possible for the:
Legislature to be required, for:such purposes:

. to consume any .portion- of its valuable time,—
ought, we contend, to lead to the -ouster, to-
the ejectment, at once and for - ever; from -out;

of .its. Cognizance, of the entlre class of: Matters, o

we _ are. particularizing.

And. let it not be suppdsed that 1t is only a
bare liability thus that there is cause :to ‘com-:
‘plain of ;. that, in short, the .Acts of which we
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are speaklng, are-few, and’ consequently unde-
serving, in ‘an ‘argument like the present; “of
serious notice. * As ‘it regards those, authonzmg
changes of Names, or Armorial Bearings; it is
certainly true, that since the Session of ‘1822,
the only one passed, “besides - that ~which we
have ‘already twice adverted to[Kitty Packe’s],
is the following:—6th Geo. IV. “An‘Act to
enaple ‘James' Wakeman Newport Esq.: and
his: first and:other Sons, and their Issie- Male,

and his and their respective Chlldren, to assume ’ ‘
and' use the name and bear the arms of ‘Chai-

lett, ‘pursuant to theé will of Arthm Charlett

kEsq deceased.” . - SR 1t
* The number of Naturalization Bllls however ‘

whlch Parhament has been required to pass,
commencing - from the date we have Just given;

is more considerable. . It has been i in-all Thirty-
two.—~But the Estate Bills of the same ‘period
have -been : perfectly formidable—?—@mo‘ﬁriting"-‘ih-f

the ‘whole ‘to.-One Hundred and ”Ninety;éé;ézfefz:? _

In neither- of the Sessions that thave intérvened,
has the number passed of these latter Bills been
fewer than twenty ; while in others; it has been

as' high' as thirty-seven, -and forty-three ; which

is an aggregate of Legislation, equal;* at “one
period of our parliamentary hlstmy, to the en-
tire labours of'the Session. - 0

~We scarcely i 1mag1ne it will be obJected to the :

G 2
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‘change we-are suggesting, that in these Matters
.of mere I‘01m as ‘'we: term them, some vital

‘Constitutional principle is mixed up." - Admitting -

it to be so, acts in which principles equally vital
are ‘concerned, . are done in the country almost
-every day, the faculty of legalizing which, exists
by Deputation. -We presume it will be, .allowed,
that the Property, and that the: Lives, of. Men,

are of as much.moment to. them as ‘their,: Names '

or - Armorial ‘bearings: but in how; many .in-
stances is the .disposal - of these both, vested .in
'partles—not ‘the primary sources, . the -original

depositaries, of all power ,—but parties .to, whom,

as we have just intimated, power is deputed!

.Again, the Outlawing; if not the sending to Bo-
. tany. Bay, our: own - Cltlzens, .together.with  the

Pprocesses by . which Entails. are -cut -.off;-, women

-barred; of - their Dower, Partitions of Estates ef-
,fected and:the Ilke—are Cases;. we, humbly con-
geive,, inyolying principles to. the full. as vital .or
_A_fundament,al asthose which . are., 1mphcated
Where, the questlon 1s one—of" confelrmg the. pri-
vileges, .of - fratermty on :the  Citizens, . of. - .other

Countrles s7or; of “giving -increased . powers.:to
Propnetors or. Tlustees—whlch .1s_what is..for

But a Word or two, as. to the 1ea11ty of a ﬁm-

,damen,tally important principle. being; 1nv01ved*1n
.,the:Acts or. Measures we'are ,cons1de1 ing—-so,asito
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render indispensable therein a resort to the foun-

tain-head of all authority—the supreme legisla-
tiverbody of the Country. - If then it be actually

the fact; that in such matters the Constitution

is, ‘as it were, touched in the apple of its: eye;
“or that ‘one 'of its very bases is in. danger of
~being ‘subverted—how comes it to pass, that the -

self:same- result, ‘the identical end sought to be
‘brought'about by the proceeding in Parliament,
may ‘be attained by the decree of an Authority

~de01dedly stbordinate to the entire Legislature?

‘Oryimay dccrue by a mere fortuitous train - of
mrcumstances 3 nay, even by hteral chance-med—
]ey? R L E R Ce SIS
~In the case of partlcs desmng, for themselves
or othiers; to exchange, or in some way alienate,
to effect a partition of, or to lease out, particular
Properties, (one or the other of which objects is

. generally that of -Estate Bills),. we, beheve it 1s,

in'the great maJorxty ‘of instances, entlrely op-
tlonal Whethel recourse shall be had to Parha,-
fient,’ or' t6 the Court of - Chancery ‘the’ juris-
“diction of - thls 1atter Court, over property, and
“almost over persons, - ‘being notorlously all ‘but

‘absolute : —and “where " too, ‘it is “worth ob-

serving, Justlce, on the occasions we are speak—
ing of,is ‘quite as much secured, as by going to
‘Parliament it being ‘a: ‘condition; according’ to
‘Blackstone, ‘that not one of the objects’ contem—
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plated by hstate Bills, ‘shall be capable ‘of" being
effected, and not'even' the apphcatlon itself ‘en-
tertamed < without the-consént; expréssly- gwen,
of all pa&‘hes in" being, and‘capable’ of consent
that liave the remotest interést in the natter.”*
Agam we will take the caée of a:'changeof
Naniés, or Armorial bearings. -Of the ample suffi-
iency tiere of the bare fiat of the ‘Sovereign—of
thie sitnple Sign Manual—the reader will instaritly
bie'tdeminded - by ‘the following' notice;which
neets oiir'eye in the London’Gazétte; almost at
th& moment of our penning the present-page
«Phe King has ‘beén ‘pléased to giverand grant
unto Heiiry Alington, of Louth; in the county of
Lfncoln, Esq ‘second son of the Reverénd Mar-
Inaduke ‘Alifigton; of SWmhop-house,;"Iﬁ' the
sHifE “'cofmty, Clerk, his - Royal licerice and ai'

't}ib‘fity,‘ 't‘ha,t”he and his issue may take and fiom
 hheéforth use’ ‘the ‘surname " of - ‘Pye only, ‘and
4180'Bé4t the “arms of Pye; ‘pursuant tothe last
'\Xfﬂl and’ testanient of -Sarah Rowe, Tate’ of Mal!
‘pas, n the county of Cheste1 sp1nste1 deceased

ommentanes, book i, chap 21; ——Tlus .single cond.ltmn evi
dently supexsedes the neces31ty of a]most any other legal proceedmg

'bemg requlred for accomphshmg the purposes of Estate: Bﬂls, ‘than
‘thie oi’ﬁelal « Em‘olment amiong’ the public vecords of the ‘nation;:to

be preserved as a perpetual testimony,” of the act that thus, by the

agreement and desne of al] the partles concelncd is almngcd to

RS

take place.
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such arms b’eing first duly exemplified according

to the laws. of arms, and recorded in the Herald’s
Office, . otherwise ‘his Majesty’s said licence and

: permlssmn to be void and of none effect.”.

- Further—as to the Naturalization  of Forelgn-
ers;-~we thus read in the same distinguished Au-
thor we have recently quoted: «“ Every foreign
seaman: iwho in time. of “war, serves two years on
board. an:English. ship, by. virtue of- the King’s

proclamation, is..ipso- facto naturalized.  Like- .

wise all foreign Protestants;. and . Jews, upon

- their_residing seven years.in any of the Ame-
rican Colonies, . without: being absent. above two -

months . at.a time, and all foreign Protestants,

serving. .two . years. in .a military capacity; there;,

or being. three. years: employed in: the, whale
fishery, without  afterwards absenting. them-
selves . from .. the . ngs dominions . for , more
than one. year, shall, upon taking. the Oaths
or. __;maklng A:fﬁrmatlon, of,. &c.. .be. naturallzed

to,:all: intents .and pui’poses as.. 1f theye had

been .born in thls Kingdom.”* Cun ' s
To this statement we beg to add as a thmg
within our own recollection, that seven or elght
go 1t was’ afﬁrmed and not“for 3

years

7, :
O l

SERRR R P R S S S T S A P e E ; H pe }

* Blackstone; book i, chap. 10.
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buigh Bank Stock, -was thereby, “ to all intents'
and: purposes,” rendered a Naturalized- British:

Subject; entitled to, and - thenceforth “enjoying;

precisely ‘the same privileges, as though: the Tie-
gislature itself had been-applied to- on‘hisibelialf.
“Away then with all pretence, ‘that -in:the

Cases’ here adduced; a principle of : the'' Conisti-

tution so integral and- ‘primary isiinvolved; as-

imperatively to demand the privity:thereto, “and
Vthe solemn acqulescence thereln, of the- three
Estates of the Realm' ERASEE '

i Fitead

Matters of ‘A«second CldSS of Mattels Wthh ot Niew?

a Scientific

character. db niost plamly 1ndlcate themselves. as’ p1 oper:to
be“wﬂ:hdrawn from “out of’ the Jurlsdlctron” ‘of
ParhamentrA UHYE ALE MATTFRS EXPRESSI:Y or A

Sen ‘NTIFIC CHARACTER O B ENTRLE AT

The ‘Propiiety” of the change We lare’ contend—
ing*for ‘rweighall not pretend, in the case of
Scxei’ltiﬁe Matters, to rest solely ‘on ‘the' ‘Ease-
mefit which'dt" is necessary to'effect for’Pai-
" liament: alth()ugh ‘the' relief which*'their with-
digwabwould:' operate, ' would b - great ‘indeed:
f——Separately from: the | clogged state: of “Paylia-
‘Metit, 15t A general p051t10n, ‘itis our faterto

think, that a vatiety ‘of~ Questlons.are now from -

time to time, brought under Consideration, and

ares only ﬁt torbe: enter tzuneduby a pmely profes-

oftenwith much pertrnacxty (}ebwted there, yhich

~ can :equal .the preposterousness ..ofy
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sional ‘Tribunal;—which are only fit to;be enter-

tained, we, mean,. by Engineers; by Medical or
Su1glca1 Professors ;. by Architects; .or by other
individuals, eminent f01 their practical. knowledge
in'the partlcular Art or. Smence that. happens to
be concerned. whnd Ui ly e
At once’ to; enter upon our EYl_dence here —
Dunng the, last few.years. we have seen. Parlia-
ment plunging: into all the mysteries. of the doc-
trine; of.: Contagion, .——1mmed1ately prior.to.. this;

it had been ‘busying itself about, and pronoun-

cing upon, the most proper mode of treating

Ophthalmia —:and before; that or at about ;the . . .
same; ; penod, the. Countly was: edlﬁed with, ae-"

: boat and Wrth all gravrty, proceedmg, dQWl’L’ the

river Thames, to explore the sub-soil; and-deter-
mine upon other recondite particulars touching
the,proposed site of the. new London, Bridge}

- Now, we conﬁdently ask, whether, any; ithing
Subjeets like; these to-the  consideration, or,of
suffering them to. abide by.-the award, of,a. e+
gislative ; Assembly ?—unless,- 1ndeed, ,the.com-

munity where this. occurs, openly acknowledges .

itself o be but.in, a, half—orgamzed——-that jis, to
Ay ey seml—barbarous states® s 5 1y i

. N f Ly e e reen . "'::
frig y:.u?c s ﬁ; oy :-::‘;x\.-..u! SUITE RS

i ’*&inle slmrle may, pelhaps, be oBJcc’Led to b‘y soiile, B‘lit“ Litglénd
-ay reﬁcqted_ fin‘ithe; proceedings ofisits: Tiegislgtuirey distinctly reminds

submitting

—
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" But* further, Parliament is the great (Jﬁ}anal,‘

’Deé’k; Pier, Hatbour, Road, and Rail-way Ma-
'ker;—t;he Drainer-and Embanker, too, :of . the
United Kingdom. - It is to the two Houses, that
eévery single undertaking, -falling under either: of
these heads, is required to be brought.: —here it
is’ that the - practlcablhty and expedlency rof
what is proposed, are professedly demonstrated:—
here it is. that Plans are plesentedmArguments

- pro and ‘con, canvassed—and ‘from this: tribunal

it is, that the decree, ultimately approving or
disapproving, “every such ' project, issues.«— Over
most cases involving questions.in the fine:Arts,
(that ofthe’ Elgin - Marbles is: a memorable-in-
stance) Parliament claims to possess Swayi;::and

in an"especial degree is it— Conservat(n of a,ll |

our ' Pablic Bulldmgs Sl esmiieian

" Phgreé dotibtless may be somethlng ﬂattermg to
the pnde of Parliament in having, in-addition to -
the multlphclty of its other duties, Cares of the
Kindswe are now spemfymg, imposed: upons it.
T enjoy ithe reputation, which’ they thus ps inidh

: facge ‘atleast do, of being conversant with-the
wholeticircle of - the Arts and -Sciences'=~of

ST R R N T 1] RT

‘ us; of that order. of bemgs whwh .are born .into tl}e ,world thh but

one bowel -——by the mstlumentahty of whlch, 50 low is thelr place in
the scale ‘of ammated natule, all the oﬂlces of‘ life have to‘be”st‘\’sl

i, : . f oy

tained, © ! ' R SR IPA L A1 R R R A :":

Jove:of Members. :
in' - which, ‘among ' other exaggerations, Parlia-
iment is not unfrequently described as-of power .
*;Omn1potent~—may, perchance, have engéndered
‘the: impression in some Members’ minds : that
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being living Encyclopeedias of - Knowledge——

must - unquéstionably be soothing to: the self-
" The soundinglanguage -also,

with 1the -attribute: of Omnipotence - there . has

‘devolved: apon them—what it is but fair should
‘accompany’_it—— that likewise -of Omniscience.
~Thie difficulties in' the way of what: we . are

now--more- particularly proposing, . may: hence
be runluckily augmented ; but we. shallxnot.-on
‘that aceount argue. the less strenuously, in;, 1ts
behalf Vepianey b el I TR I SLEE T

. An obJectlon of a- l’IlOot formldable klnd to
the ‘entertainment by Palha;ment ‘of Questions
.of - -distinctly. Pr ofessional or Scientific nature,
plesents itself, as it appears-to-us, at. the very

outset—in the. Party .character . of;: most Jof the -
- We are; ;vvell -aware -
that by dint, of -high' principle, and resolute;self-
government, -the effect upon the: mind:ofithe

Members. of this Tribunal.

‘habitually hostile - dlsposmon and array that;ex-
ist there, ‘may be overcome ; ‘but ‘between: what
it is Just -within ‘the reach of human -ability to
compass, and ‘what'i is ‘most: ‘ordinarily’ done, ‘the

dlffelence, ‘we all’ “know, to be. most“W1de In

the state of thnws we speak of, when - a 'pro-
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‘position is made, :there is, at least the greatest

~danger, that the success or defeat of an' in-
dividual, of a coterie of individuals, ‘or'of that
~side of the  House from which ‘the proposition

emanates, may weigh with Members; more than
the - merlts of What “has been submltted to-lthe
‘House. . .. TR s ,‘.;t;gsi'-,»‘-f,‘

- In the few 1nstances in’ which we can suppose

it to be a point of honour-——to say as' little ‘ajs

possible -of Conscience, scrupulously” to ‘inves-
tigate, and faithfully to pronounce, accordmg to
these ‘Merits, ‘how difficult will it often be, to

‘guard against an undetected :bias or inclination

of the' mind, caused “solely by the Quarter
whence *what is submitted happens to ‘come!
And -the. baleful-the; - it ‘'may’ be, " withering
‘effects of : political ‘prejudice, ' of ‘party-feeling,
where' it is ‘purely a matter of the useful Arts,
or a question -of Science, that is concerned—all
thinking people must admlt to be a most spe—

cial grievance, -

That we are: not’ COIlJU.I‘ll’lg up. here a mere -
phantom of the imagination ; that the" public in
reality - have: not - that guarantee 'which  they

~ought::to: have, and which - they ‘might have,
- of “a::calm - consideration—a temperately con-

ducted ‘and d.lspassmnately arrived “at award—in

. the cases we refer to, can be no secret to
those who are watchful observers of Parliament.
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.~ When . it - was .. proposed in : the House* of
Commons -not  long -since, - to. make  some - ve-

muneration to Mr. M‘Adam, for his‘a;ctivity’and
zeal,  in- endeavourmg to introduce throughout

the , Country, .a ‘more scientific mode of Road-

making—than which no topic, one would- have.
thought, was less likely to engender irascible
feehngs,—lt was openly stated: (we think by M.

' Fyshe:Palmer), that Disputes ran: so high in

the, Committee ;to. which the. subJect had  been
1efer1ed -as to. vender it all but a forlorn hope

that .any .result ; whatever Would ‘attend ;.the -

appointment of the. Committee. ...+ ua rrme
.+Who, too, can have. f01gotten the: blttelness

'a,nd ‘acrimony- that marked. the debates— kept
- up; g1f we: mlstake not,-through several Sessions,*
~ upon, what, we call the Ophthalmic question;-aid

where;. the points that were most: - ravenously
drsputed _resolved’, themselves- into- the: ,s1mple,
and, ;as, might: have been imagined; very:unex-

‘ mtmg one, of—whether Sir William- Adams; was,;

or,Was, not, the pink. of Oculists 25w 1T

i Who, ra,ga,m, but. must 1emember the:ciroums
stange,; which. was in every body’s mouth atithe
tlme, of:.one -of;-the countless Committees;of
the House of Commons _upon: -the: xLondOn
Bndg €. DOW,. er ectmg, sut -which, two of; the PO

l?&
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tent, but: certainly not very-grave:Sigrors; who
were sitting in judgment: upon the matter,“be-
came - worked - up:to such:a pitch of rage, that
they fairly dashed the ink-stands of  the Com-
mlttee—table at each other’s heads! - i 7

' Passing on, however, from- the party: ‘cha-

racter, and the consequently contentious habits
of ‘Parliament ; assuming also; for. the. present;;-
that the attalnments. of ‘Members. are suchas:
fully to qualify them for the office: of Arbiter in-
‘the cases we are considering—still' we: object-—
and - .the: objection we' conceive to' be.;ai'most
solid one, that, while our Leglslators are'thus’
disporting themselves in the fields of- physmah
Science, their own proper province, ‘that which "
it must be pre-eminently their duty to cultivate;
in: every possible ‘way to acquaint themselves -
with, and to master—namely, political ' Science, :
remains a barren Waste;—scarcely any thing -

elsetindeed ‘than a terra incognita.—Though we

were ‘to regard Law—makmg in-its' humblest light -
—that is, as a mere Art’ only, it is evident; from -
the- contents- of the" precedmg Sectlon of “our °
Work, that our Law-makers are: any thing but
~But when we look upon”

adepts ‘in ‘their Art.:
Legislation in a more . exalted point of :view;—
when we contemplate it as the means of 11ghtly

governmg a State; as 1mplymg the study ‘and
adoptxon of dll that the order of thefCommunlty, »'
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that its security, its well-being, and enjoyment;

) respectively call for—then into what littleness;

into: what a very point; do not the pretensmns
of -our Leglslatms dwindle! - DT

Not to deal in-insinuations only,-—What we

ask for:a long;:time past, and while the Diver-
sions-we speak-of - (for we shall -persist -in treat-
ing-them as nothing else) of Parliament, hdve

been: proceedmg—what has not. been the baneful;
the ;almost - hideous - influence. all through the’
'Country, of /various of our Laws, or Govern--
‘ment Regulations? - What has not been the .per-.
version, that has been hourly goingon; or, which:
is as bad, the frittering:away, . of some_ of the no-"

blest principles of our Constitution? What has not.
been the - corruptlon, or in any case, the abuse,

of many of.our most valuedv Institutions? :::Du-.:

ring: the: same period too, what- have not.been-

the: distresses, the “awful” distresses,* of nearly-.
all the leading Interests -in the Country *—dis- -
tresses mow: confessedly, in some measure, . m1t1—,j_ ’
gated —but - how, we beg to enquire, have they
become thus ‘mitigated? by the: expedients or:
resources - of -legislative -Sagacity, -of . political -
Wisdom? - Noj; ,by-the ravages of the Suffering .

* The eplthet awful was thus used by Lord Godench at a
pubhc Meetmg, held May 6th, 1826 at whlch tnne he was Ch'm-‘

cellor of the Exchequer.

nmmmre————y
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~wrought!¥* —
_not: been—what-indeed -is-not at::the:: moment

'paat are speakmg not ‘of one. Interest only, but ‘of ‘all. ©

.96

‘which iat : first only threatened-that is,: by
the.:stilling: seffect. which i Devastation itself: has
~‘And-'what .too, - alli‘this: ‘while; rhas

-at.which. we write—the wide:spread;of; Demo-
ralization ;. the growing-debasement of;the Roor;
-and the appalling:increase of “Cl}iﬁle'—amongsti;us;!
;::Subjects of: this .stamp, it: must be feltion:iall
hands, are far more germane: to i the. .proper

.business- of Leglslatms, then. aﬁ"urs,;of ‘Roads,
.of Bridges,: of - Docks, -and: Canals: sthan. ques-
tions relating:to ancient Sculpture;: hypotheses
.about;: Ophthalmy, Contagion,. <and.;.the like.

‘Their import;-it cannot-:but. be ,seen;: \ls¢0£ﬂthe
.very-highest . order. .  They. mamfestly 1nvolve,
‘the: very holding together with -us; of.the,frame
of Soc1ety ----- And. yet it is.-undeniable, <that
‘whenever:- these toplcs, orothers. of:a, srmllarly
momentous . cast .are brought under .the. notice
of..Parliament, httle else is- eligited. there:in.xe

ply,..nor «does ‘any more .practical result;. ensue,
than . protestations - of .. the intricacy,. of..the

.,mattel,” of ¢ the complex relatlonsJ of; ,;the

EUIETITE] R TiriC fioi wwiors
N el ””: I i k) .,.,:_.; e ,

E To shew. what valid - glound there is for what we are, allegmg,
we refer to the speech of the plesent Premlel, in the H use of

'Lords, July ‘34, 1828 “wherein - he acknowlédged“‘that“ fi the

single 'year! 10f 71825 one; fifth of the Country BankKers of England
came; . to the ground : We,: _1t is to he 1emembezred besules that
the’ observatmn in ou1 Xt espects a pe) wd of- e)ght ox ten yearﬂ

R S5

-question;”
which:the whole Country is subsisting”—and so
forth:: pleas all; which, if they be founded:“in
“truth, “do‘but - bespeak the greater magmtude
and-imminence of the Evil that is to be: over-
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-of ¢ the . artificial circumstances in

‘come 3'and ought;’ therefore; to serve:as provo-
‘catives ito: ‘redoubled ‘exertion, instead: of- con-
stituting, as they' now do; pletexts for submls—
“siveness and’ 1nact1v1ty (R S

- But, thotigh we were’ 'altogether to waive the

.....

two - grotinds’of objéction ‘we have ‘thus far

urged 4o the' arbittation of. Parliament, where
the - physical “ Sciences;  or - the: finie'! AltS Were
concerned—-—the genelal wew fwearé: takmg,

‘thig’score j—that facts’ every now- and then flash
“upon us; o ‘gradually transpire; which'go-in the

most direct ‘way- to‘inipeach the- Competency of

“honourable’ Members, to" discharge duties of the

description’ in questlon. * This’ point; of i Coin-
petency; has reference, of cotiise, ‘to-the’ Kknow-
ledge: or' “attainments of Menibers;-and it’ is-a
point! ‘which, ‘the reader ‘will recollect, we; m a
previous page, for the moment passed by, _or
took"as a_thing for- “granted. T

- We can. ourselves 1nterpret—only in the ho*ht
of a pos1t1ve, though perhaps inadvertent, ad-
mlssmn, of the'unfitness or 1nadequacy we allude
to——the conduct of the hlghly respectable Mem-

H
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’bel for Midhurst, Mr..John Smlth who,, when the
‘House of Commons was, ﬂoundelmg about; ‘in
the, case of .the; Contaglon question; gfanly;isup-
plicated, that.,a . Commission might .issue, -com-
posed | chiefly . of professional Gentlemen, . who
should Institute a faithful enquiry into the,diffe-
rent . positions and. circumstances.. - pleaded;,and
W;h(); might, . by. the weight of - their .guthority,

either. confirm the the01 y respecting: Co,ntaglon, '

to; which our. Govelnment inclined,;..or dis-
prove it.* SR R LTI
.«.The skill or competency evmced bnyarha.—
ment .An - its. almost . innumerable - Enactments
regardlng Caruage Wheels, is thus. plthlly, rand
for, qur purpose, pertinently, summed up,: inithe
report ;;of .the ‘Committee - of  .the. House:: of
Commons. of 1821 on Turnplke ‘Roads :: “/The
Legislature. ‘began,” says the Report; by hold-
ing: out a premium for . Wheels, which: it 'was im-
| possxble to. ‘bring into beneficial use ; -and- it

ende(l by -giving the premium to Wheels of such

a .construction, -as -it was not des1rable to ha,ve’

used at a,ll” LR T " :,\A_/’::"-“;:,{gs,‘.
o The. Whole Country knows how 1ncessantly

the question has recurred -in Parliament, ‘and

Wh@t,

.ayperfectly. ab01 tlve rexpendlture of: :dJS-‘

/% :Seé the! speech of M John Smlth oti ‘the ploposed alteratlon
of; the Quarantme LaWS, Hou&e of Commons, Mayi13th, 1825+

99

cusslon and of- leg151at10n theére has! been thele

as to’‘the : most ‘ effectual and - ploper ‘mode'bf

supplyiig! the- ‘Metropolis with Water ; -and’ thls

waste of’ reasomng and of leglslatlng, ‘has’ Ak
place, and confinues to oceur, although a Com-
mittee:of “Members of -the House" of Commbiis;

l»expressly"appomted to investigate the lentiré

matter, in ‘the  Session of . 1821;" found “thens
selvis ‘driven’ to' the acknowledgment ‘that they

were utterly’inable to give a clear and demded‘

-zF’i?_ H

opinion on the subject. - .
' Wilile  we aie touchlng upon one exclusn?ely
Metropohtan matter-—requnmg “high - scientific
attainments: duly to settle it, we will' glahce’ ‘at
another.; - We will ask, at-least, " if} ot Leg1s-
lators feel themselves at"all in a-‘¢ondition® ‘to
vaunt ‘ with'regard: to- the new' London"Bridjge ;
whieh, from its - first - projection;” has’ ‘been 50
especially a thing of their own' dandlmg, an An:
arranging the different details concermng which
these ‘eminent judgesproceeded,::as" “has! already‘

‘been seen; W1th such singular self- possessﬁon ‘ahd
calmness ? - Although this. structure ‘is s Vyet.

barely peeping above-the Water; the’ fowtk Act
of Parliamentrelating to it; is at' this moment i
plomess,—-and yet the point remains altogether
to be ascertamed—m what way, when the Brldge

- is_completed, access. to it.can :possibly :be:ob=

temed unless 1t be by a sacuﬁce of plopelty
R H2
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literally:tremendous, and.even then in the teeth

of:,the, very .interests-which. first and, 1foremostin
the: Undertakmg, it was - ploposed should,,‘be

served by it.. e e Cet e upesl

. In. this, part1cula1 connex1on we. may state,

«tha,t wes apprehend the | 1eputat10n .of our;, Ler
gislature ~in.‘nothing rests .upon..ja .more; frail
‘basis; than. in' Bridge mattels generally s alyays

excepting,  however,. :the . case  of Canals{,;In
bothithese ways, the monuments of its failure, ,in
truth, ;are lamentably. ,numgroué;; 5.cand ptill it
shalllbe proved—which we, challénge ariy one, to
in; _.sof,,many. m_stancec; \unreqmmd, 1mproy1dent,
andi bankrupt Concerns, we shall for .our.;own
parts,-not, cease to charge upon Parhament .an

_aggregate.: of folly. committed,' .and.. of wreng

donej:. too: weighty,; - if we, mlstake not to. be

easily, shifted. off its shoulders.

s:nInithe, Debates that have taken place m: the
House of Commons, relative to the Exportation
ofi-Machinery, it has been most clearly. evirig@d,
that :lan!-acquaintance with. Mechanics, ..or..a
degreeof knowledge, or. genius, with regard to
that branch of physical: Science, far. superior to
whatiany - Members of. the House. could lay
claim to, was mdlspensable to . the - right settle-
ment of the question.* PO i

"+ We xefer the reader pavtioularly to the debate of June 14, 1825,
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1 As furnishing us ‘with another instaiice: ‘of
the: description: of : parliamentary-Incompeténdy,
which is- under consi‘dera’gion-,‘ ~we 'shall’ take
leave to extract a passage from apublication
which 'we' always' delight to ‘appeal to, ‘on ‘ac-
count of its 'notoﬁou'sly'strong bias" in- favour of
“* thmgs as they-are,” and of the flagrant: wrong
thetefore {(as'we have in another place observed)
Whlch 'miust exist; when its Writers are‘induced
ﬁo bx‘eathe a syllable of discontent.” - We'allude,

as ‘will’ plobably be supposed, ‘to the : Quarterly |

Review'; “in’ the ~Number ‘of which;: publishéd

Match, <1828, we thus read :—“ The:spresent

eibsﬁid and” uhequal‘ Eriactments' of *our Statute

- Book;’ regardmg the Salmon - Fisheries; i have

been’ ordained in Vanous perlods and’ generally

inithe absence of @ scienti ific acquaintance with:the
- subject. " For the due entertainment ' of this

question, there is requisite a knowledge: ofiithe
Science of - Zoology ; instruction in whichjiforms
1o ‘part: of our established systéms * of Edueht
tion: and yet, this noththstandmg, theGorn-

mittee of the House of Commons,: -which . thds

now been occup1ed in a protracted investigation
of nearly Sour years ‘into ' these Flsheues thas
called bef01e 1t -one smgle Naturahst only, for

in \\hlch we have clse“here ehplessed diifselve é5, as to thc ‘ambers




, self theloffice of:Supreme Conservator. -
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~.1One instanoe aore is:all we: shall at.ipresent
adduee::but:it may:be proper: te: apprize  the

reader; that :we shall' not- pass it .over. quite:sso
cursorily,-as'we have: those that-have preceded.

~This concluding instance:is, the case’ of:our
public. ‘Buildings—of which, - as.weé! haverinia .

formeripage intimated, Parliament-assumes tb: it-

- The :duties of this Office have sunquestlonably

néverrbeen very onerous: till ‘of! late yearsiu Tt

wis' ‘obsétved by Lord: ‘Goderich; When “Clan-
cellor+of - the - Exchequer;, that- the anmet“y
whichtwas: mamfested by Parhament respecmng

T N NS Lot R ST T RTAR SAVE EERUE LU SURTE F T TSI RS 8
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of Rep ts of thamentary Commlttees, whlch by bemg syste-
mzftrcally laid ‘aside ‘And forgotten, ‘soon’ after they Have “bodh' pre-
sented;»appem framed -only. to trifle with the. expectations: of ‘all

We,, however, . ale by no means ambltlous of, pemg

conce: ne
s(if'}; ;d

Sy
ranked among the thlek-and~thm admnexs of the System, accord— :

1ng1to Whidh palhamentaxy Committees are nomlnated and’ p10-

céedin: :pmsecutmg their - ‘respective 'tasks. .; It needs mo igreat ©

' subl;l?ty {0, percewe that there is downrlght fmesse or c]ncanery in

hend we ar

tlle ?ppomtment of some of these Commlttees In the case gt

marka,ble:
and:the. singulax, harmony. that prevails among. these individuals—
sln‘gular, notw1thstandmg, what we h'we just alleged -

i attaclnng to too many of these p.nhamentmy I
a‘cliaracter of somethmg ‘worse. than ridiculousness. " : 3
: ’Wer;emembeL M Bwugham 8 havmg, ona particular; occasmn,

talked of th
Y

hocus-pocus of the Comt of (;hanccly . We .appre-
hole velgmg upon Pnlt of the hoeus’ pocug 'of Par:

Ariitio’ Lo napn b s
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liamént.

T Agam, +thé: leadmg questions-that are’ put to Wltnesses,
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our public buildings, ‘and -generally;: for the de-
coration or improvement of- the Metropolis;:was
entirely of: moderni’growth : a- remark: which: it

answers: ou"purpose to' cite here the .more, as

itis lat once a:‘distinct recognition of:sthat active

.agency of Parliament, in the case of!our publie

buildings, :which  we - are : ascribing to:it.Al-
though; however, nothing more could .be ‘es-
tablished,: thana decided privity of the: Legis-
lature to.what takes place in these matters; the
paramount, rank’ of . Parliament : in .the: State,
would: draw upon it the . main responsibility
with regard to them. Even.its:bare tolerance
of a system, against which valid objections lie,
lS, as the reader is aware, a ground (and how

k:u“n i

Justly so, if the Ommpotence we have. spoken

of, really belongs to Pa,rha,ment)—-—-even this ne-.

gatwe feature in the conduct of the Leglsl itire,

L n;

is a ground, at any time, for the glavest accusas

tions.against it. But, with. the. arra,ngements\

accordmg to which our public " buildings appéa
and disappear, and the Metropolis is, as 1t i
called~* decorated,” Palhament is much.xmore

intimately mixed up, than mere privity to those

1 gements, or snnple ‘sufferance of - . t’ m,
goes., The., Leglslatule, indeed, barely .escapes
the ‘charge - of literally itself ‘dabbling: in:bricks

and mortal" ‘How nearly did the Commlttee ’o’f

IH

the House of Commons, ‘mentioned by us,.in
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page:5;:of- the’ plesent Work, ! a,pplo'wh tolithis;
“when ithey: deliber ately - indulged in.ithe: folé
lowing,-‘among s other; detailst:: . The: proper
site: for. the ‘new - Buildings will:: be! théCourlt
bounded: by the ‘Thames, the::Long:i Gallery;
&¢isand: the: House 'of Commonsi: 2Theliworks
shéuld:be: executed in the most solid dnd-dura-
bleiumanner ; ~in: all: ‘respects: -the:buildings
should {be rendered  suitable:: to - the:i purposes
forcwhich the'y'a;re' ‘intended. '+ The: new 'apants
ments must ‘be" made, ‘as: far’ a8 -is practicable;
ﬁve—proof and the staircases should be ofstonei?
‘”Agam “tipon Sir J oseph Yorke's- ‘coniplaining
(House of- Commnions, March 21, 1828);’ of’ the
grahite columns introduced into the new hbraly
at’ the British Museum, Mr. Bankes replied; that

he had protested against them, but thatithe

details -of ‘the management of ‘the building’gding
on ithiére; the House of Commons; in its:wisdom,
hadhiech pleased’ to- take  out  of - the hands: of
thesPrastessi—A ‘motion ‘made  and: carried-in
thes House of: Commons, March 28;: 1824, was
'preelsely—‘to this effect—to appoint a:Committee
of 'thie! House, - ‘to- consider of -the: propriety;:of
sto‘ppmg ‘the' further progress of. the*~new Huaw
Courts’ ad301nmg ‘Westminster - Hall ;:=—which
- Courts, as the reader may remember, were then
very ;near their, .completion, . It was of these
Courts, foo, that Sir James »S.ca,llett in a subses
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quént: Session;:said, :He wregretted; the; suggestion
had notibeen acted!upon,:of :appointingta Com--
mittee of:ithe House,: to manage :the:alterations
directed:to be; made in them.——The Jangudge;in
whi¢hs: theshonourable .mover of: a.Committee

appeinted in the very.last Session, that of 1828,

expressed himself.as to the', purposes,ofi;that
Gonwnittee; s also.in-point here: “-Theattens
tioncofithe, Committee: would-be, directed ito:the
prepriety;.and:inecessity: of beginning additional
worksii.It, would be,dor the  Committee: to. ;cons
siden haw far «certain. works had.been,: proper-and
neoessary, -and. how far it would be.pight;toe jput
a stop to.any of the plans DOW: in. plogxegs,f.glt
was his wish .and object, . that  public, buildings
should .be . erected in:a manner: that, would;do
credit.to the country.”®. o olcne g

s But. besides all. th1s, 1t is to Parhament 88 we
need searcely say, that by far the greater; ,pamt, of

~ thespropositions respecting metropolitan Inaproyes

ments; : are; submitted, before they.are,underfa:
ken. -Upon:these occasions,.. elaborate: disquisis
tions:or criticisms .are .indulged in;. dogmas:pro-
pounded -and Jll(lgments passed, -touchingi;the

~whole subJect As it -respects;thei:particular

Impri ovement,or Altelatlon which ha,ppensqto“be

frid b s ‘_i;;;‘i_,f.;,r'.ﬁ“;,tg; TR R T B %: N t
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on the, tapis, the terms made use of to. Members
are- invariably . these : - *“Should the: House:ibe

pleased . to: sanction:: what . was: -projected yim+ -

<« Should..the - Legislature think. proper,: to. ap-
prove..of: what was . contemplated ;"¢ In the
event of Parliament acceding to Whats had;been
descrlbed ;7 &c.'&c.  These. a_ppeals :to itsi taste
and : deliberative faculties over, - Parliament .,oalls
—authoritatively. calls, for. plans. or: estimatesi.of
the:work intended;. and the demands of: Mem-
bers: on-this: score, being: more -or: less complied
with;  Grants; in' the.end, are almost. invariably
made; -.or:separate ' Bills - are ‘passed, serving, as
far asithe .two Houses are concerned, for -the
soztfazt comme zl est desiré. - i .o e

We are certain we have‘ here advanced enough
to.prove, that in representing Parliament.as the
supreme-conservator of our public Buildings—as

the: main supervisor- of  Metropolitan . Improve: -

ments—we- rather under than over state:the fact.
—And of; the notable system with which: our. Lex
gislature, as we thus see, is more- than identified,

what-are the fruits ?. Without any very violént

hypetbole, we may:answer, Ashes in the mouth of
thie fhation !+ In plain English—disappointment.
to usias a:people, mortification, and.disgrace:!
—That, inmo case, what is done, proves aceept-

ableroricreditable to the public, is imore than-we

— o5
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mean té‘assert. - But we are fully warranted in
affirming,t that by the great majority of what is
done; the: reputation : of “the’ Country: is’ ‘worse

' than tarnished~that our funds’ are squandered—
our feehngs outraged-— and - ‘that the object

ma,xﬁly”professed to:-be accomphshed, is- at best
only: half realized. .« AR R e

<HLAs itis 1ve1y§repugnant ‘to our: wishes - to -An-
dulgetinimere assertions; or general unsupperted
allegations; Will any onevindicate to us, we-asky
thé{f¢Decorations? of Old Palace Yard—that is
to: sayy the: strange, : unmeaning ¢ tawdry” front
of the -House of -Lords, with its pigmy-arcade;
and toy of.a porch, or arch-way;. projecting: out
from-one of  its angles—and under.which :porch;

or arch-way, Wher_xever an august Personage, by

exquisite'- coachmanship, 'may :chance to -hive
béen: steered, “he must infallibly have had(we
cravespardon for saying: it), such ¢a Jackinithe
Box”like appearance, and so far must.have:been
exhibitéd under such a ludicrous; aspectf as true

Monarchy, ‘we' should :think; scarcely eve' con— }

descended to-put on before ! - e iy

1*'Who,” again, - can’ except fxom the repr oba’uonl
we are expressing, the New Law Courts,sticking,}

ashas7been said‘of them), :to: WestminsterHall,
likea: bdrnacle to-asship’s bottom ;-but, which is

ofifar more dmportance, the whole: history iofithe.
erectioni of “which (ot to: speakiat. thisimomenit:
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of - their- present state), has been a perfect 'mock-«
ery of the: peol)le 1§ EERE N I Tty ;‘,‘152,«2

:Who, too, will be- the apologlst of the mew
Bulldlng at Whitehall, which from small: begm—
nings has ‘crept ‘on to be an edifice: of magnitude
—which has proceeded, indeed, stép- by step;
and quite contrary to the original ‘design; ito be'a
conglomeration of buildings, ‘instead- of -a single
office of very minor pretensions ; and which'now
presents itself to the eye of ‘the beholder,~little
else than a. conglomeratlon of ‘blunders ¥~ 'This
char acter of the building, glven by -us, -asitiis, in
1829; does not of course comprise one most dis-
tlngulshed feature that ornamented "this: struc-
ture in 1825," but was soon - afterwards- with=
drawn :—we allude to the expensive andridicu-
lous appendage at the topof it, which a: Membér
of -the House' of Cpmmens, with ‘considerable
feasibleness, compared to the stand on Doncas-
ter'race ground ; 'and which came; as Mr. Soang
himself has . declared, nobody knows how and
went, nobody knows when or where. - SHER S

“#'Wee think it will yet be no mean. call on ‘the
ingenuity” of some one; ‘to defend the ‘rangé “of

. Buildirigs now erectmg on the north side of St.

James’s Park. - The pretext: that we sometimes
heat ‘advanced- in- Parliament for Implovements

in* e’ Metlopohs, is,”d regard:to- the salubuty :
of ‘the Town; - and*-the" plop',uety ‘of lecwmg a
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greatermumber of - open, airy, -or. vacant. places,
as particularly conducive to this . most desirable
object.:{: Now,:in:-St. James’s Park, the people
of uLondon -have: always hada-:spot::answering
distinetly:: to - this. deseription; -and more : easily
within,reach: than .any other.. . While, however,
the ¢ :Decorators” . of . the Metropohs have set
about helghtemng the attractions of this. spot.on
onghand; on: the. other—in utter despite .of  the
pretéxt weihave just mentioned, and with true
Peficlopean - assiduity; as it respects the .actual

improvements effected—they are covering: all. of

theé; Park, .or of -its. immediate. vicinity,;. which
they;-can ipossibly-lay hands on, with- houses;
with- houses;-too, of a most.un-park-like appear-
ancé~—towering. like cliffs above the surrounding
objects—completely therefore, precluding a free
circulation of air around;=and, by the smoke; ‘and

-other impurities they must blmg with, ,them,;
going: of: necessity to annihilate : ‘the,, little, that

was before found, of freshness in the a,tmosphehe

of the Park, and ‘of health in the vegetation. ..
.#The transition is easy from the . Park;. to the

far—famed New . Palace ; —and . who will,, .-Whe,

can,iset. up the. shadow of a justification . of wha,t

has:been done in this.case ?—Not to, detam :the
1eade1 Wlth comments on the present appear-

thel,;transfmmatlons a,re stlll in store f01; mt-—-»

e ey
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particularly for.that portion of it. which fronts
Piccadilly,. the immense range of which front-—

so. little broken as it. is,.by any. ornament or devi-

ation .of -line,. must: be deemed, - we:think;: by
every one, superlatively -ugly :——not . toi:detain
the reader, as we have just-said, with.comments
upon what may be. but. of the most ephemeral
duration, we, will observe ‘generally,:» that.the
proceedings with regard to, this edifice,-have, as
in the instance of .the. Westminster. Law Courts,
been, from first to last, a continued ~mook_e,ry-~,of
—an:insult indeed to, the nation.®. . . g

Once-more, is: there a man- hvmg, who w111_

afﬁrm that ‘the public - are . not: «disappointed-~
bitterly disappointed, that in lieu  of-ithe -two

* We may be gux]ty of' mdecorum in expxessmg omselves as we
do, bus what we witness 1elat1vely to our pubhc buﬂdmgs, is
enough to make the stones speak. Every réader kuows the h1stmy
of:the original Wings of the New Palace, with the  three windowed
houses at their e\tlemlty . The consequence of the. altelatlons
of these ngs, says ‘the Repmt of the Committee of the House of
Commoris, * of last Sessmn, on Public Bulldmgs, « will ‘be the ad-
dition .of twenty-seven new. apartments to the present:inumbers; at
an estlmated -cost of fifty thousand pounds 7 So hele we have
seven—and twenty apartments suddenly engrafted on the Ne\v
Palace—not because they form any part of the ‘first desxgn “not
because one: whlt moreé of . -accommodation is called: for;than‘was at
the outset contemplated nor because any, the smallest Juse can be
made of the rooms when they are ﬁmshed-—-but solely ’because an
unexpected exteinal deform1ty of appeal tatice. in the bmldlng, “nébdea

correetion foop vop ne wrie e Daab e el
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Minor Arches' now placed opposite each’ other
at”Hyde Park (Corner, one grand Arch’has mot
beeh erected inithe centre ? .~ We are quite ‘con-
fident; that, excepting the: actual planners of this
particular Improvement, or ¢ Decoration,” two

opinions do’ not exist in' the: Country, ‘as”to- the

propriety, or rather impropriety, of what now
presents itself here: To erect ornamental Arches
which“have to' be appr()ached sideWays,"fdmust in
itself be a4 solecism. It certainly may be said,
that ‘those at Hy'de“ Park Corner, are entrances
to. prlvate domains. * This, however,  would' be
at once to do away with the ideas which in ‘the
minds: of so many are associated with these Edi-

fices, as béing national or commemorative ones :

added to which, there is a pretence about these
Structures, and an' expence has been lavished
upon’ them, WhICh ‘would render: them doubly
1mpeachable upon any other hypothes1s, than
that public Ornament, if not a National object,
was ainly in view in demgnlng them., And
thls being. the construction which we have.no

alternatwe but to put upon ‘them, they must '

n'the. ground we have Just stated be pro-
nounced—a gross failure. E ‘

w A tnumphal Arch being 1ntended as-a memo-

rial ‘of some “specific epoch, event, or- train of
events, it ought ev1dently to be not. only strlctly
detached, or insulated, but, as far as possible; in-

"




“dividuality. - Henice;

‘able foranything ‘else; -
“costly ‘operation that was effected; ofs »lowering
- the whole of the adJommg part of Plceadﬂly ;
“the very “height or elevation of this" imposing
éentrance into" London; constltutmg onetofithe .
“shiigular advantages which the spot: beforés pos-

“Achﬂles Statue

- capable -of being confounded;in‘the eye: W1th¢any

other object ; ‘thatiis; incapable of:losing its:in-
inapeculiar dégreeyrarose

the ‘expediency ‘of ‘erectingian Archa:meantiito

‘be at all commenorative—whichswe:doubtsnot:is

the fact of one, if mot:of béthithoserwerhaves—
across, instead of parallel, to the roadsiat eHyde

Park Corner ; various other buildifigssvanginglin
‘this*latter line.
‘have ‘been altogether overlooked, - ‘expressopains

But, besides’ whats dppearsiito
had to be taken to speil this . fineissites-forrwhat

alone befitted it, in rendering:it-tolerably:suit-
We allude:heréiité: the

sessed. ‘And to the cost-of thatoperation~

"arlsmg solely out -of what was-so perversely (as
‘weé shall ever contend)- decided upon; :there-has
tobeé-added the outlay," let it be- remembered,
’Eéwhlch yet ‘remains to be incurred, iof: removing

~—for  removed:- 1t must be——and reﬁxmg, sthe

Zf?;‘s S

?.

Havmg clearly traced the patermty of all

‘these lMeasures, or' demonstrated ;'who-are every
i way the  Sponsors - for them ; and the plesent

L)
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junctuare as it..respects - such_ Measures being a
most prohﬁc cone—we hope.:it will - not: be

~deemed  altogether- 1mpe1t1nent in us,. 1f Afori'a
.short- space; :we delay resuming our general Ar--
ogument -thatwe - may still more.closely, in. this
.connéxion; holdthe . Mirror wup. to Parliament,
- of its 1defects or ,mlsde‘eds
.thence:iresult, . though we should _contribute -
‘athereby <but to. vindicate that grievous: dissatis-
faetion:swhich iin: various, but disjointed,. and
._gtherefme inéffectual modes, the . pubhc are con-

tlnually sexpressing on this. subject. . SRR
; Manifestly-then, due thought or con81derat10n

dsvnot: bestowed upon the site of: proposed pubhck

- Buildings: - ERTE o it
iDue: care Is- ot evmced in- erectmg new:

I Buﬂdmgs, that they should harmonize—we mean
-arch1tectura11y harmonize, w1th such other struc-

"turés as. are contiguous.

.:Not: - even. tolerable . attentlon is pald to the-

.fhne which- the - New. Buildings, . or. ‘the:. Im--

provement,  as the case may be, will describe,
either: in  itself, or relatlvely to: the lines of
-other objects - in the neighbourhood. ..

~ And, further, 'Improvements are. not undel-? E

taken in the order of - their Urgency

“Some:good ‘may

i




of the New Law Cowts, that was the original,
and is still the grand - ground- of impeachment of;
these Courts. The spot allotted for them to stand.
upon; did not offer half space enough for,the pur-
pose.. The actual Courts are certainly, contained.
within the  prescribed limits ~—but iz the Courts,
there is, nothing like adequate accommodation.for,
either the Counsel, the. Juries;; the Attom;i;es,égh@g
Witnesses, .or the Public. As to the;accommos.

dations out: of them—-besides that the;passa:ges,r'

from the necessary economy of room,, will; :some:
of .them,: allow of the passing-but.of ongrperson,
ata time, requiring of course.for this, on, many.
occasions, . the,. utmost: labour and buffeting—!
besides this, those Adjuncts which are. as:indise
pensable to .a Court of Justice as limbs are .to-
. animalgbodiesf*such ‘as Waiting-rooms, places, in.

which,. Witnesses could - attend—where Counsel.

could. confer vv1th Solicitors—Solicitors with theix:-

clients, and with each other, &c. &c. these, and ;.

other . most 1mportant conveniences, are totally-
‘ Wantmg et G .
~.The razmg to its foundatlons the entlre of the :

bx,

northern front:. of . these . Courts, _1mmed1a,t_e‘ly_\~‘ ‘

after .the: front.had been completed—a measure :
called: for, and carried into effect in the Summer..

of 1824, was a consequence, .and. is:a flagrant;,
illustration, of :that heedlessness about 2 :pl.'oper

dftotreriarkst e e e
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architéctural halmony between bulldmgs pla(,ed

ity va(ta,—posmoﬂ whlch 1§ 'Llleged in the‘*scconc{l

”1‘he'{saume“Want of - halmony or accmdanoe
with £he sun oundmg bulldlngs, as’ far, at leasi

as'that wiost: important 1tem-~Elevat10n or’ 'AIA
tltﬁde”b‘oés “chaidctorizes the New' Councﬂ‘anél

Bédrd of ' Trdde: Oﬁ"lces at Whitehall.’ But 1tf 1q .

the hne ’Wthh theSe ofﬁces descnbe 1elat1vé1y

.....

\ tu’tes tHe ‘fgreatest 1mputat10n upon them How '

he< bulldlng could have been suffeled ‘to plo-»
lingy 'iof ithese” two'’ streets, is- tluly marvellous*
Sciicely-possible; ‘indeed, would it' be o “erédit’
what has been done, but that- We -are all" eye-.,
witnesses of it. - The result is, that' a perfect‘
dilemina exists, as ' to what step ‘or- course 18’
most: practlcable and expedlent decently- o' ot
reét: appearafices here. - No modé -has hitheito’
been'so muchas” ‘hinted - at for’ the: purpOse, Pt -
the carrying a conespondmg building, up: K2
street. “A’plan; of which we beg: tosay;: sthat
if pérSISted in, and “an ahgnment s the same asr

street; Wthh 1s 1iow the’ speclal fault to- b |
récted iin - Downing-street : ‘we’ mean, ‘that: ‘the’

new buﬂdmg will advemce out, and in an oblique
‘ 12

g i
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»»»»»

most uncouth eﬁ‘ect and gr eat 1nconve,mence,

AR YRR

the same ahgnment be not obselved,, andithe
remalmng moiety be. returned upen, an, angle,,yt

then, be51des other and graver ob.]ect}ow ,q‘,we

shall have an entrance 1nto Downing- streeth 2205
swermg to the form of a wedge it “whrnh,(v;gr],l

we 1nclme t ithmk be, 00 unlqlre, ;si;ommhmg_

too outre, to smt the, taste f even our arbiters

) QU
AL :
elegantmmm.. _ oy ella M o

B The site of “the new palace at‘Buc kinghams

g@te_ 1s felt by all to be deplorable i JThat, it
should have ‘been determmed,; in,; such.a:spot,
to erect a bulldmg, the COStxOf whlch 11 be;’

at least half a mllhon of money, . is what 1ve

cbhld for' our own parts, almost weep at.r,;ilﬁ

Sldes the_-]owness, and consequent utter ;u }1§ D5
!’ll ) s 3

posin ess of the s1te—from whatever qu@rt b

Ryt :

‘be ‘approached or regarded there i8. i, the im-

1

mediate V101n1ty, one of the, greatest nuisances a
Me' rop_ohs can well contam——an immense, public

iz (EANRFEAE
House was thought of we 1emember oulselves contemplatmg \Ylth:

vt e st s bt e o TV

.
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aul Blity ‘that thesé' cn'cumstances were not sufﬁ—
Sent 46" deter Parhament from’ rebulldlng Bugk-

f

mg}famp House ‘we' hold to be almost

vemal

rrrrr

D T\"}() 5,

15-posit 161 ih " which any Edlﬁce must of ne—
céssw)‘f"’ stand’ "there relatlvely to all ‘the sur-
' “There are, for 1nstance‘ the

‘orindlng Sbjects!’
Horse“Guards'“’the range of Bulldlngs formmg
theU St “bouhdary of the park, the Canal,
the Malls, the clift-like Houses we have aIreiady

IEEAS

spoketi eHiGt o‘n the northern 51de agam, there‘ is
the'¥dw of Ma,nélons extendmg up on the east-

123 IR I

el‘nxmde“of ‘the’ Green Park, also Plccadllly, and
the *read"ca,lled Constltutlon Hl]l ; —and i'lyet

th”‘the “'exceptwn of ; a sohtary Mall on?' the

. Lo e, m 1
FELGL ‘(J( e
hundl a4y ydrds, s¢

SR

iy :
smo]r(e was (‘nvclopmg lt

i i A
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one as. it regarded the :other;—butthat: they
were all - distinctly - askew, -i"elatively - to. each
other:—and:: the : re-construction. of :.the Palage
in- the : line, -as well. as at: the: pre<31se spot in
which ‘it now appears, has not only lighted:up
afresh; but has distinctly aggnavatedﬁth’ ewayt
 wardness and obhqulty, to which;: abefore, the
whole region seemed consecrated. ¥ 5

«w—But a word or two, as-to. oulzzlmpwvements
not: takmg place, or. bemg resolved upon,s inithe

ae0d vnne

3,

3 greg

Faend A P L R R I N ]
Pijgdy cedgdf v W

£ #!Soid ‘of thé' veasons that were advanted for" ﬁdt?ﬁxnil’tlilfg”é" nléw
palace oni‘a; different site, ;ought to have been: positively:hootedzoug

'of PaJhament - Ong of them was, that a royal 1e31dence fmust have \v
a pnvate 'Crarden, and that it would ‘take twenty yea1s before any '

© planitation could: grow up sufﬁmently high to make'a garden Plivate!
Now this reasoning ; mlght be very valid reasoning . for, not; pulling
(low or d1smautlmg at_one .and the same moment, pletty well all
the 1oyal 1esldences we had got or for not pullmg the whole down

aluvmgfat maturity, was certamly what ought not to_have been en-
(lu1ed f01 an instant. The truth is, that the llttle 111 the way, of

gaulens o his metlopolltan 1e81dences, wlnch h1s plcsent MaJesty
_has-ever: cn;dyed——the pledllectmn mamfeste(l by him, ‘almdst from

the time he ascended the throne, for a Country life—and the chances
‘ there; are,, that, aftcl his 1e1gn we shall have a mmouty,——umted in
mdmatmg the plescnt to be, of all otlmls, the opoch, for 1ellnq1ush—
1n<r "the'site of Buckmbhdm House, %0 long as A bettel-ond was to e

Q2

Hady upon.the shiubbery fancier’s very ownishewingst~ - oo bs
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«+/The safe preservation' of - public Documents

that are of great moment, will be'séen’ to be a
raafter of far more pressing duty; than-any one
of the Undertakings we ‘have :been " particu-
larizing!:: The - Records of our Courts of ‘Law,
Blackstone <describes * as + Documents ¢ of ‘high
ard -‘super-eminent - authority;” and  yet: all
London knows ‘that these Documents—of -su¢h
high: and-, super-éminent - authority, - havé for
yéars: past;béen—next to houseless ;%—;théttl ever
since the removal of the old Courts—a period
now of five or six years, the Records have had
no better accommodation than the rude wooden
shed ‘which' encumbers Westmmster Hall : -and
in Whlcll as’ was ‘observed by S]I‘ James’ Scarlett
durmg the last Session of Parhament 1t bemg
negessary: to: consult them by the llght of ‘can=

dles, they are in. hourly danger of bemgv 'de: a

stroyed by. fire. .

- Almost at the. commencement of Vthe career

..... alelinigg

of our Metropohtan Improvements, a statement
was made on hlgh authority, avernng theyco'ﬁ-
stant tisk of fire, to which the valuable Contents
or" Archlves of the Herald’s College, lwere”e’x"—
posed owmg both to the situation and oon%truc-
tion of that edifice. -~ . o

Inconvemence far exceedmg any whlch Ma—

[

Jesty has suffered at St. J ames’ s, or Buclﬂngham

House—-whlch the: ﬁmctlonanes of the Law.had
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foﬂheﬂy‘ 1o *compla,nr tof cat WestininsterHallpsi

whic h”the Lords of the" Gouncﬂ ¢ould everipiesi

t6nd €6 Have been” subJé’cted ‘to; inthdir tprevious* :

Oﬂi’éés"—lnconvemence, indeed; initsvery clithix
hag'for a'séries of years been’sustained by#the:
House of Commons, in nearly:thé:wholé wfoité
iterior moveéments ‘or operations. i W.ehavé de-
plcted in'the early part of:this' Work therdiffis
citltiés<ithe ‘exasperating dlﬁicultles,wtoﬁfxwhmh

- the“House 'is -exposed by:the (dearth<of Corms

wiitteé-rooms’; -and it is reduced :to: early:equal
stidits] ag it'regards accommodationsiforcitsilis
'Birafy‘*”:roﬁi%nal,é; ‘Reports; and: other innumetable
Papers, *mmdenta,l to ¢ its multifarious ivocations:
A‘é‘ presen ‘as many of these: Books, Paper‘s;”&c
rooin ‘for; are stowed away innothing
fbetfer*‘t}ian ‘Closets, - Chambers, - Presses, “and
PaséageS"about the House ; and those ‘of ‘them
i’Ehemt‘ room<even of thls miserablé néture-+is pot
be found for; ‘are depos1ted at private Hotisés
i 'the neighbourhoad, -or - are: kept.in store:rat
ﬂhe‘ Pi‘ihter’s-subJect of course “to- double . risks
"7133”‘(ﬁre‘§ ‘depreda,tlons, and ‘other untoward
lfl@ldeﬂts Shode SRR G P berree
st 'I’h""ii

it anios

Hiw (7"}. ){;“ t 3 e TR t‘}:n
‘m‘; \ES‘?? the Seco{nd Rep‘ t the Commltte(, of the House of Com-

mons of( 1825 on fhe punted‘ I’apels, &c of fhe Touke, NN EN

duiring theilast:Session.’

idistinct objects are to. be kept:. i \i4
- first, .much. outweéighing . the. other._in: importanee,

1«21

impoxtant,; nature .are S0 xofterr, appomted at, the.
instanceseither. of.: Parliament, or. the”Govem-
ment;sno~domicile, for., them, ,orv convemerrce of.
any;kmd; exists s was,.particuy
spoken ofand: lamented by Mr. Secretary, F

: ‘;éThe)doudest sand: thele is.reason. to, beheve,
theimoast justly founded -complaints,.ihave | beerr
rhader obwhat.iare called—the Judge’s Ghambe)rs,
which are;ito.all intents and. purposes,:soimany;
Gourts; of: Justice; - and which, from. the,descrips
tionstiofsthem: that. have. been given: to Paglia
mént seenn tobe: scarcely superior, Anpoint of

a4 But, ,of all Met1 opohtan Improvemeuts, 3VY§,>
Wlfihmﬁ)\ll' oldfriend, the Quarterly, Review;, in-
‘cline to. think Street Improvements are,...in., a

place so crowded as London ‘is, the; most press-

ing ;or-imperative. ... “ In’ the Improvement of
-London,; Says . that J oulnal (June; 826), stwo
F;?T}}e

Lisy»to; provide . the . most complete and . uninter-
rupted commumca,tlon throughout this e}gtensrve

_ :metropolis.,:.: The second 15, the mcregse of its -
‘Without going fur- -

architectural - splendour.”
ther here into the question of precedency, be-
tween the two classes, of Improvements, we will

-:rm‘ Az

cite the pﬁnmple, as ddmltted by M. A'r uthnot ,
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hnnse]f,*f [House of Commons; March!21;1826]
which, “when once: Street : Improvements ares de:
‘cided- upon; ought swith regard to:them, ito.ibe
the governing principle. “: And we shall scité the
rule-or axiom, for'the. purpose of affirming most
unqualifiedly, that, in the:case of:what«is tinder:
takén:in London, in this: way by Parliamerisjor
by our Parliamentary Commissioners; that:imle
is::not the governing - one. < In:determinifig;”
said:the right honourable orentlema,n, fupon di-
provements of our Streets: or Thoroughfares;: the
object of paramount consideration :was; the ‘pub-
li¢";convenience.”~Why,. the very - occasion :on
which “this- dictum was delivered; was: a. flagrant
inStance.-to-the contrary. of.it. - The occasion
was that of the right hon. gentlemans submit:
ting?.to-Parliament, the Strand. and! Charmg—

cross Improvement: Bill ;: and will . -any-one-con- -

tend. for:a. moment, ‘that there was anything ap-
proaching to.aproportion in the degrees in which
the: Strand needed improvement between Bed:

ford-stieet - and: :Charing-cross—where  Mr. | Ar-

buthnot -proposed. -his. alterations—and -at. that
‘monstrously incommodious part, Exeter ’Change
and: the vicinity, where the right hon. gentleman
ploposed ‘no >.alteration ?- Dlssa,tlsfactlon ~had,
scarcely ever been known. to be explessed at the. -

xi\l»; N

* %)Then chief Gommlsswner ofthetWoods and Forvests,: {111 5ii1rf

-
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stites of ither btrandnat ‘the" forme«1> spot ;i iwhilst

~ fréom: theiconstant: obstructions expenenced 1to=

géther .withi :the hourly jeopardy.in which limbs
and lives iwere placed at the latter,.the town hds

,noimunfrequently rung with: Complamts.———'l‘he

benefit zofscthat improvement: of the::Strand;

‘which: hastsolong been felt as one of the: ﬁ?st
. wantgsof thenM‘etropoliS',. we rejoice: to see; as

welliidstolvsay, * the public will: haves ; but:ino

thanks will be:due for the boon;: to that i para~

mount- consxderatlon of :the’ public convenience’

whmn .t 1aid claim-to, by« thoseiwho have the
dlrectlon rover 'matters. of’ this" nature.”?:: The
pl:alse «in ‘the ‘case all- belongs to Sir M./W i Rid=
ley.s:He it Was, who, at the nick of time, happily
foriis,: exclaimed Public - Convenienice;: and
Exeter “Change 17— Words which - appeared ;10

' strikeslike: aknell on the ears of  the right hon.

gentleman.:© Ah! seemed Mr: Arbuthnot:toisay
tosHimself, Exeter: ‘Change ! ‘Exeter ’Ohangedf
it has not  entered for:an instant !*into’ ouk
théughts ! it ‘has not had the remotest: place ini
our? speculations ! - What, under:: the  civetm-
stancés} shall be replied to- the Member whothas

,’,
somaliciously mentionedit? - Exeter’Changes”.

it length observed’ Mr.. ‘Arbuthnot, < is pnv‘ater
property ;-it belongs chiefly to two noblemer;«=
the Duke of Bedford and the Marquis of Exeter.
Difficultics would in consequence arise in effect-

ey

i
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ing#iany »alterdtions <or “improverents ' there.”

But no partioulai  respect having been téant’to

bespaid to' privaté property;’ in the plaﬁ’f:]ljst‘{bé'
fore: detalled tovthe- House 4t wastevident that

this-excuse could not be- repesed upon, foranore

thax ‘the ‘moment: - Thé-dilemmag in! a6t s
complete: . the - question - ‘veldtive ite  Bxeter
‘Chatige—under: such “ circumstances2 sio6tEd 1o
must; it was found, be entertained >~ Itis alniost
superflious ‘to' add; ' that - an:appli¢ation ity “tHe
noble!owners of “that: spot,'and of the- Propeity
contiguous;:iwas: all that was’ neCebSarya = that
onstheir:béing: communicated with upotiithelsibe

' jeot;theyiimmediately expressed théir ‘oniewit

refice in: what ‘was ‘called: for-;*and ‘evén aiéwed
themselves, :anxious for- the attamment of 50- de§1~
rablewanﬂobject ciunn i e Bluow b
H/Fhe threng of foot passengers that ‘aré ‘to‘sbe
seén from:morning to tiight, strugghng, ‘almost
tootheitise<of force, to:make their way: through‘
the Crevices: (fm they haldly deserve to bécalled’
Oourts), which ' lead from -the - eastern end+6f
Pu‘:cadﬂly, towards: Covent Garden aiid the City’

- ~4ditself> 4 demonstration that the rule advanced

by:<Mr.-Arbuthnot; is not that Wthh is prlmanly
studied by!our :Street Improvers: :
2tThie vehicles: ‘of - all ‘descriptions movmg, ‘o

endeavoumng ‘to- move, in a% conespondmg?hne,

k25

thyough. Aslecstreet, . are propox tionately numer:-

QuS;3;and a.more .cramped;, PELVErse;:. and,;evely
waysperilous route; than: thatg they have: to drack
outy a,ll; London, e may safely say;iidoes -not
containg _The difficulty. of .making Great: News

- poxt-strget.from, Lisle-street, or:Lisle-street from
GreatiNewportistreet, .owing. to the peculiarity

of ithe.nangleto;be;-described, mixed -with:the
ong@urse,;theref,constantly is:there of: carriages

(;\

ofi jevery;sott;imust, be.encountered to.bereon:

cemed; Qf If Lt is -with. Parliament,-that thesus
pe;msmn Oz supreme: dn'ectlon ofi theseumatters
shquldrstﬂl;}}ave ito: iremain, - we: WOlllde *falrly?en-
tueasdts ~attention. to;,the: ﬂagrantly.mgtdequatq
proyision-that exists. at this part. of thestoywnsfor
the,iCrowds: that: have. to - traverses it..»Partious
larly would we ask to have welghed——the:Much
that,has so.long -been bitterly. wanted here,iand
the Nlothmg that . has been done, ragemst the
pams, .and ., outlay that have been lavished; joni
the: embell&slzment of . the nelghboulhoodi soft
Charlng Cross 3, the 1esu1t too, thele -as We;mlk

' not be deterred from observmg, on the e;nly 31de .

: 1s, 0 " ,he Cockspul-street s1de) belng a mere*

)

place de coins—a;scene where angularltyﬂandj

‘refraction..of .every: .degree;  in. the tlines of'the

f sun oundlng bulldmgs, and angularlty and reﬁae-:




126 ‘ " ,

tion only, let us’ 100k which -wayiwe will,: presént
themSGlVeS HEE TS ) “.'»\“"if ST S A ‘f\{ RS . ’&s(.}i‘)-
+/The line of Commumcatmn between O«Xf‘ordm

street <and.: ngh ‘Holborn; ‘has, zfon,:manynyearsh '

past;- called most ‘imperatively for “improverent;
on.the:score both of safety and coniveniencesots:i:
“The mention of Holborn, though wevakre: Awdire
we:get here-within City bounds, reiinds usfthat
there are two of the avenues leading out of that

great:thoroughfare, which: are o sprodustive! fof

obstruction and dangers, - as to have calleddowri+
on them-we might almost say~the imprésations;
ofteven our Judges.—Chancery-lane, at- partiéulai‘"‘

partsiof it, and Fettel-la,ne aresthe sticets we

allude to: 'i' SRS TS LESTIC BRPLE IR ST TE

1

(,V.-: s - . i : i N SRR
. % We are as capable -as-any one of apprecmtmo the, Iuxury thag

FROINIDN O

attends movmg about in - Regent—stleet and we are, admnels not

Kl

only of its ample, but of its unlfmm w1dth Hele, however, 0u1 7
admirationi'of: the sfeet ‘ends. - Tts' ¢ architectural’ freaks”‘dlsplease ‘
us, and the curve it describes, is certainly- not;that of th dinesoft s
beauty, but 1at]1er, that of a c1ooked billet. T}us street hadi, e
believe,” 1ts fide in two causes—a-desire to comph en the ‘Regent,
and a wish® to'mcwase ‘the value of certainof the Crowii fLandsi :
Relatively, to other wants of the .Metlopolis, of this class, the need::
of the New Street which has cost one Il[zlhon ﬁve hundred. (m(l

tkzrt J-tln ee tkom(md pounds, was unquestlonably as nothmg i

Bench, November 11th, /1825, on a ‘Motion 1ela,t1ve to a recent
trial agamst the Inhabltants of Devonshne, for not w1denmg a
Bnd«re ‘andralsor a Petltlon, s1gned by the* Master-‘of “the: Rolls, :
Justices Park, Burrough, Holroyd, Baron Garrow,: and _othels,
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« Not:. to: multiply these calses, which:would :be :
most easy, we may observe, in the language:of-
theswriter: we have last’ quoted; that <as toithe
avenues,of our great Metropolis, the inhabitants:

“are most: inadequately provided with accommos;
- dation;?and :that ¢ how the' people-should; :as -

contentedly as theydo, endure the inconvenience
they:haveiin: this respect to sustaln, is amazing.”
‘;guJ Ty 3 5»;;;%&::»1 : . T TTIR U
oIt \mayybesproper, on brmgmg to a- conclusmn
at: length;iour notice of what we term; the ?Smen-i*'
tific. portion:: of - the - ‘Business of: Parliament, to.

give;. the.reader. an- idea of the extent to-which -

~this business - engrosses the attention of Parlia-.,

ment.. In each one of the instances we havé:
mentioned of New Buildings, or Metropolitan:
Imprt)vements 'undertaken;’ Gra,nts of the public

thormmg the measure.’
Oof Embankment and Drammg Bﬂls there
have passed through Parliament, . between SRR
the Sessions of 1822 and 1828, both mclusWe
Of Canal Bllls R

et !",;v: [ERER T S CUANTL I PR AT EET P X :
plesented to: the (,omt of Common Councﬂ Gulldhall, Decem-
bel 14-1:11, 1826 Syt .jw\;?-i‘v,_ _,l;: atigad ‘A;‘x:/"! aniteat
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BiLrs.

“much- inacguracy. -
“every'mow ' and ‘then, to the ' same ‘diléemma «fo
. divine : what - Parliament means by :a:/Local, -as
-opposed’ to a General Bill, that:-we mnot unfre-.
- quently are to know what it intends'by aPrivate,
“in contradistinction to a’ Public' Bill.

2128

,“jf:.‘Of“RaillwayaBills- Gl i g
't -Of Billsirespecting ‘Bridges -0 i #48

o Of Bills respecting Roads: o ievii v 22449

> (these:latter alonej it.will thusbe seen, averaging
§ upwarde of sixty-eight per Session!) juc Lo

A few.iothers might:be added -to: thenhst«‘“but
they are such as not to admlt of rclassification.*
sl e il ady X

A ﬁnal descrlptlon of Matters which we would
fain see Parliament rid of;” are::a:mayoraTY ‘oF
THE BILLS BROUGHT BEFORE IT, WHICH:ARE STRICTLY
AND TRULY LocarL . BiLis.:

-\We make-‘the dlstmctlon we do heremas to

-'EBIHS-,—StI‘lCﬂy ‘and truly Local,: becauséini:the

Parliamentary use of that term, there is:con-
siderable vagueness; and often; in-consequence,
“We are reduced}::indeed,

~Thetruth
appears t0; be, that the Leglslature 1tself expe-

W 3 rao . ‘ ’ [REE SUREENED ERIERR PR S 5
* It oceurs, to us that we have elsewhere mentloned a Rall-way

Yiinter- tfle Tigad fof « trumpery Acts’ of Palhament i Perhaps twe
were Jed‘to that assoclatlon for the: moment by somethmg udlculous

3

,’}pass :—a circumstance;’’

ap \Pubhc Genera,l Acts,

#5129 -

Jra

itiences no small difficulty in: 3Satlgfactb.ri‘l{y"ide‘;ig~
8ﬂhating, the various:mieasures.itsis: called:
vhichs:thoughs! 1t - were

reisonly evidende:wé liad, plainly. -indicates;i we
should sayj! that:sin - the : miscellaneousness;:of
itHeseineasures,as./Matters: fox: Leglelatlon, .theu,
1&fsgmeth1n0‘ decxdedly ‘wrong

Hriment «lsvlnton

to be Judlclally notlced T A
ni Rrivate: Acts:printed by the Kulo" 78 p11ntex

adndy whereof. the - prmted Coples mayA be gnfeu

-dnsevidenee; i T T
sorAndy:Private Acts. not prmted

nmmenclature all -this, which  we: concerve »:to:be

oin sthes:highest:degree obJectlonable s “whileysuch
sis thes practice :in':-assigning -Acts: thelr»-place,
-der :this sassortment, -as: to .open :a wmlendoor
403 thé: confuswn we have just-spokenyof. isiair.

SirWhatever othea ‘Bills the:term ¢ Local’—<in:

-the« hteral sense.:in- -which we- mterpretxlt Hmay

comprlse (and such other ‘Bills, it may be ob-

- served, are not numerous), our remarks at pre-

R

,,Bﬂl ‘Wthh go to meet the mere PhySICa:l"Tﬁh&t-
“ISE“the Very ‘homeliest wants: of-individual Towns,

i

the

enoi asfn il

or of certain’ hmlted POI‘tI ns, or'\D'lstncts*of

these ;

-
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~ country.—On looking at. the titles of our Acts
of Parliament, passed from Session to Session;:
hardly . anything, ‘we : think, is more .calculated |
to arrest:attention, than the perfect shiftlessness:
of the Cities, Towns, &c. of the United Kingdom..
Impotence - itself seems to be stamped.. upon:

them. . Their i11habifants, however long, how-
ever - closely and numerously congregated: to-

gether, however reputed, too, for their wealth.
or intelligence, are, generally speaking, ut-.
terly unable to perform for themselves the:
commonest offices of social life. . This state-
ment, we shall, we think, at once substantiate, .
and in- a way to render very little additional.

comment - necessary, when we say, that even:

our :largest Towns—that our most populous.

provincial Districts—cannot Pave, Purge, Drain,

-, Light, - Water, or Watch themselves;—cannot .
cause to be provided for their respective In-.
~ habitants, so much as a Market-place, a Chapel, .
a- Workhouse, or even a Burying Ground—:

without - recourse - had to the high: Court : of

Parliament ; without application béing made for-:

the obstetric aid of the “ Collective Wisdom” of
the- Nation.. The very calls of Nature, in:a

sense, our ’lo'cal Population, all through . the
Country, appear incapable of complying with, .
except the assiduous attentions—the co-operative -

S U
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services—be afforded on ‘the: occasion, ~of -the
Supreme Legislative Council of theEmpire.”

¢ Any'thing' more alién, than Cares' of the kind
here -described, from the affairs of ‘the Coinit-

nity at large—more remote from the interests of-

the'; Commonwealth - and, consequently," more

wanting in that which ought to be the sole. con-

dition - of - legislative interference;—we ourselves

are unable for a moment to specify. ' There‘is:

not even the pretext for carrying these: Matters:

‘before a tribunal of rank or importance, that’
there is- for submitting to such a tribunal»what"

we ' have - termed - Matters of mere Form. 7tIn"

. those cases, all the agency of two parties is irix-
dispensable. . What palgta,keé of the characteriof:
" a-boon—a something which is not of the nature:
of a right—is in question ; and -there must be;

of mecessity not only a solicitor, but a ‘grantor:

of the ‘boon.: No -progress that Society may:
make, can divest those cases of that peculiarity.: -
But, upon. the ‘inhabitants of a Town; or “de-~:
" tached - District, agreeing. among themselves;‘as:
to-the expediency, at their own cost and charges;’
of paving, -lighting, &c. their streets ; of pro<:
viding themselves with a Chapel, ‘a Workhouse,"
and ‘the like ;—necessity for the. privity:to-the
“act,- of ‘any other individual, or body of.indi-:

viduals, whatever, there can manifestly -be none.
K2

b e AT Y



_ should be permanently recorded But
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We mean, that natural or.inher ent .necessity

there can,; be none f01 that one; of another

klnd———a factltlous or conventmnal necessrty eX,

N ;\

‘1sts, the reader need not be 1e1n1nded A8 1n s

great degree, the burthen of our argun}entz_[;.i
And as to the power now conferred Y, ,Pa;r i,
me t: in these 1nstances, partakmg, as{,l‘n+ the,
oth TS JllSt ment1oned of . the,; characte1 of, &;
boon::that thls holds true, we, deny in, totgq,m |
the Acts 80, sought to be done, _standlng, a8, fal

as Wet can perceive, in, pre01sely the_ﬂsame g{ela-

tronﬂ_to Soc1al——-that sleeplng, Walklng,peatmg,’ )

ne manner of 1mportance to have 1t reglstel ,
in our. archlves, that in 1826 , or 8 the 1n-

hab1tants of. Louth L1verpool and Haberg—,

ham . Eaves, .came before ‘the Parhament of
the Umted ngdom and obtamed a bette
supply of - nght ;—the people of Blrrmngham

Dunbar, Chester, &e.. domg the same thlng as
. ,ater ‘That,  then,. hkevwse, the Streets. of
Stalybndge, Alloa York, and Norwrch . Were
better paved, -—-—whlle also Oldham got 2 Chancel ,

' to.its Church, Glasgow a dr1ve round its pubhc

Green, and ‘Bognor a Market for Butchers
Meat, &c. &c. &e.

. ratély 1llust1‘ated thé" character of thése Lo 41" f
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('WeHave “said "that anythlng thore  alien to
thé“p’l”o‘per biisiness of* Leglslatlon, ‘thah’ Lbcal
At of “this" whole genus, we are totally unable
£6 spec1f S Hfd equally out of our powel is ‘1t""

1(¢ STy LY

and, equally, We are quite certain, out’ ‘of "the’

T

pdxlver isl'it "ot "others, to particularize any de-'_
scrli)tlon of “thé“Bills that Parliament suffer_”
itself to" étitertain’ (the peddlmg matters menh-’
tiohed byt "at"’ page 27, not “overlookéd),’
Whlch"are“hiore tluly derogatmy to " the’ d1gn1ty
of'the’ Leclslature 'If we have at all’ acéu’

Bllls,“ in tliose of "our remarks that have’ indin
dlately preceded ‘the! ground there is for this’
additlonal observatlon will be 1nstantly felt an
adm1tted “In belng partles “to them in" any"
why, Degradatlon, in our Leglslators we' ac-’
knowledge it seems to us, “can “ no furthér’, go o
-—-unless, 1ndeed Parhament “should’ cormg'’ m,

[P

to’ do for collectlve bodles of them g
St was exclalmed by one of our pri

cayd

Journals not long smce,* « When Wlll 0

*"lfh'c Morning'Chronicle.!‘ e
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ofrithe: Operationst of - Parliament: in very much
the :same - light::that -we" do.ourselves.—But
the = exclamation - that: thus -occurs to: us, fur-

“ther calls to ‘our mind, that ‘the descriptiom«of

patliamentary * business: ‘we ' are:  now insigtihy

“upon; is;- as in the various ‘cases-of far higher

import <which we have had occasion! to!: clte
moét discreditably. and imperfectly done:” = =\
:'Not only does’ the -particular Acts often plxove
tobe.:badly ‘drawn  up—but sonie wrong is:in-
flicted-*some - oversight - c‘ommitt‘ed—?:—g,some .icase
left-unprovided for—which catses the Measure iat

- once!ito-work -ill,. and which Speedlly 1eqmres, :

retsinterference; and fresh Leglslatlon

- We greatly deceive ourselves, or the. Country. ‘
' Wﬂl‘-not, cannot, much longer desire, if ‘it does

solat presént; ‘to have its local Business left to-

pdlhamentmy Management or: Direction.” The

nuaners of Members : of Parliament," it ‘is true,
4ré: considerable ;  the - superlor ‘rank :as ‘well -as
talent;too, of 'many of them, is not .to: be dis-
puted; and an impression  may ' doubtless ‘exist

fivvhe: public mind, that these circumstances -

combine-to render a resort to that tribunal, de-
sitéble and advantageous, in the case of even the
most trivial Jocal ‘matter. - But what becomes.
of thiese pledllectlons, in favour ‘of the agency ‘of
Parliament in such matters,’ by the side of a
plam, unvarmshed statement like the following;

speak  to the point ? :
Members -of -one county, or particular. district,
‘would seriously interest themselves about: the

135

~the author of this statement, at the same. time
being a gentleman whose long . experience and
known - intelligence . peculiarly - qualify him to
«.To reckon that the

purely: local ‘Affairs of ‘another, was . perfectly

idle. 'What, for instance, cared the . Members

from Cornwall about the : private business’ of
Yorkshire 2. 'Who of the Members, -again,.from
either : Yorkshire or Cornwall, would. attend.in

“earnest to the business .of Staffordshire 2-—To
expect that a change in this respect would ever

ensue, was absurd:—a different state -of. things
was impossible !”* :

- As strlctly bearing - out this very ingenuous

avowal on the part of the honourable Member
for Wareham, ‘we subjoin. to it one other xre-
presentatlon which we take almost at random

~ from among more, to a similar purport, that
are laying before us; . the truth being, that: the E
conduct or history of one private parliamentary

Committee, is in a great measure the conduct
or. history of them generally. What we. .are

‘now. about to quote, is from a petition pre-

sented .to. the House of Commdns, June 2nd,

1825, by the promoters of a. Bill for lighting

(PR

v

“*'Speech of Mr. Caleraft, Flouse of Commonis,” April 19, 1826, S :
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W estmitister with Oil: Gas.

hambér of - Members -that have  attendédiithié
Eommittee has not exceeded three yonia. varniety
of “oceasions, the : Chairman alonethastheen pre-

£3 0

4ént;and - on’ three different days;- <all [Ehe o6~

penses ‘of Counsel; Agents, and: WltneSs'es,'iwere
mémred “without its - being - practicablei by oany
Hdans to'form '« Cominittee: at: all" pipnot
i-»~*5>We ‘have throughout stated, that'we' usdithe
:word: Tiocaly in its most strict, o’ nairow; sense.
Were: we alittle to- enlarge -the range; ©or mean-
-ing; - of *the ‘term,—were ' we, - in‘short;v only::to
allow it to comprise much' that ' the Legislature
itself:does;  there would then most fairly:scome
~within‘our: purview: here, a system,::in operation

STERR

“iiy Parliament, with regard to many Bills! desig-

nated “ Local,” of which -individual :: members
have expressed themselves in language of such
itranscendent - condemnation, -that  even' wé/ will
~not- take it - upon ourselves to - 1epeat what

JJu‘j LRI FER N :‘::j . I : P R

) “)xt’\ Pl

gy YTt shou]d be bald that this Westmmstel Lxghtmg Blll was, op-

Ql,lf the ,motl ves al_e not potent en_cuvhito mduq,(; 1;]1e Mem-

sibers-ofia.Committee: to give their attendance when:several interests
n ,aleumphmted;ehm\ncan they: bc S0y _when one. only isiconcerned A

¢ L
g

“Duringthe prot
ceechngs ‘the ‘pétition observes, “in:the: Conit
ittee of - your “honouirable House, tos whichsthe
Bill wag: referred for many: days- together, the
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has; escaped: them. ~We.may ;sa'y', hewever,. of
the-. system we allude.:to,: that. it has led ;men,
comparatively - obscure;:. but. well,, knowmg‘ ithe
ground:: they: were; going: upon, . to. declare,; that

furnished-with the names of Members,. -and:with

money,sthey would:undertake to carry,sorto: de-
feat, in<Parliament, .any private. Bill . whatever!

- We:will ‘also-say, that in:the course of .the. well-

‘meant; the-amiable: endeavours of Mr. thtleton,
torcheclk this :system ;. . that valuable, membelg,pf
the House of ‘Commons .admitted, iNothmg‘xwas

_furthex from:his thoughts,: than the hope ofide-’

vising anseffectual and.decided :remedy for dllthe
-evilsiconnected with the present system.of . get-
.ting private Bills through Parliament :*+-an.ayow-
-aliwhichicertainly does not weaken our prepos-
-session§ in favour of what we are arguing: for—
-ans entire withdr awal of a_portion, at:least; ofithe

-Tiocal: Questmns of the Country, from out.of the

~cognizance. of Parliament.{ R B FEe T

' . .
T :' A-x,gl;;-,:: Lol . T R T I SO S S T |
’ig,- : 1 f 3 : SR e T LR

We have as, ,yet no_t mentioned, at-all -»to.;;iins,ist‘

e F

T

. * See Mr. thl:leton s Speech in the House of Commons, Apul 19,

1826 S S e - F N |

+.As thmgs are in Pa1hament 1o motion there would mdlcate,
“we think;’ a‘miore comimendable regard for ‘common’ ‘decericy’or pro-
‘priety; on the part of the ‘Memb‘él making it, thai one’ to'the effect,
that the piece of mummery or- mockely—fm it‘can'be! llothlllg"else,

* which: Parliament is every-day chargeable w1th, ‘of comme’ncmg‘xts

busmcss with-—Prayers,-should,-without a- moment's-delay, e abo-
lished. :



“mence - their - Report :

of : Palhament
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upon: it, the Expensiveness of going to Parlia-

ment, 'in the case of Matters that ave. purely

Local:—whereas this : consideration -is - of. itself

sufficient to found an argument upon, in behalf -

of..our present -proposition. There can. be no
doubt but that the heavy charges attending Bills
in Parliament, operate to prevent many.ailocal
Tmprovement from being undertaken, which. is
in the" highest degree ' expedient or.desirable.

“The :Select Commlttee of the House.of Lords

on.‘Private Bills, appointed in 1827, thus com-

examined into the Grievances complained-of, in

“the Petitions. referred to them, as discouraging
~and obstructing the progress of public Improve-

ments, by the burthen and uncertainty of. the
expence to which parties are subjected; in their
application to ‘Parliament, for powers to carry
then Implovements mto execution.” .
~+In the appendix to this same Report,- Spe01-
mens.are given of the costs attaching to nearly
every-description of private Bill, within the walls
and among these Specimens,

four‘appear, distinctly falling under our designa-

tion - of~strlctly Local Bills ;—the whole four
havmg, at the same  time, - recently passed “and
been - entirely unopposed- Bills. - The average
amount of Charges attending each one of” these
BIHS as it ploceeded through the two Houses,

“ The Comrmttee “have

Exeter.
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was; upwards-of four hundred-and thirty pounds!
Asdemand upon the purses of the applicants-for

the! Bills,, which every one will: see:to:be-a- fear-
‘ful!‘aggravation - of -the outlay required: forithe

paltlcular measure . upon the spot :—a; demand, -

00} itisto be remembered, that ‘s exclusive: 6f

the't heayy ‘Charges of the private: Solicitor in -

eachiiihstance ; 'who, at -a distance from h:r)mé;
always thinks it proper to wait for the advances

A.thé often casual® advances of his ~Bill; first |

* through 'one House, and then through the other.

~tAmply warranted, therefore, we feel we are;in -

obJeotlng, on the score of its L;xpensweness, ‘to
the: jurisdiction of Parliament in these affairs—

which are so pre-eminently of domestic' concern-.

ment only : ‘and with equal’ confidence may we
reiterate. our statement, that that Expensiveness
must ﬁequently operate, altogether to prevent
Local Improvements from being undeltaken,
that ‘are in themselves every way proper. « : Of

~ this latter fact, indeed, one direct ‘prooffvwa.s/ad-
" duced by Lord Hardwicke himself, ‘upon his

moving for the Committee, from. the ‘Report of
which we have just quoted. ¢ It was wished,”
said the noble Lord, « to make an advantageous
alteration in the church-yard of the Cathedral at
‘For effecting the Improvement, how-
ever, an Act of Parliament was necessary.. - The

- requisite - steps towards: procuring the Act were .
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taken—when, all at once, it was found that the
fees, &c. of the two Houses, would swallow up
more.than the entire expenditure which would
otherwise have to be incurred on the occasion :
and that discovery made, away went every idea
of persisting in the measure.”* .

‘We will conclude the present Sectidn of our

 Work, by stating that the strictly Local Bills

passed. through' Parliament, which: the: foregomg

‘observations. have respected; have:beenin: &lly:
between .the . Sessions ' of . 1822 and ‘1828, hoths

inclusive,: 208; which 'gives ‘uscan averagef/of
something .more: than' twenty-mne ‘ofi: these’ ‘Acth"
.passed.per ‘Session. ;- LR L T i

]‘ x\' o :"1~-_"-‘:'—,"f§‘~:'f":7 i
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4ARRIVED! thus far towalds the close of the: prex sllizco?tu-
seént partrof-our: Undeértaking; we mayrbe‘all wad:
shmtly"to “recapitulate’ what has preceded wiad

i:We.have brought under the reader’s ey i
varlety «of facts, shewing that the Legislatureis:
perfectly oppressed—hampered indeed almostto:
distraction, with the ‘Quantity of Business which
it is every Sessmn called upon to transact §

‘We' have proved that the Busmess which Par
liament - actually - gets through, is often dlS-
patched under circumstances of the most 1mp1’o-
per Haste and Confusion. : ‘

~ And,  passing' by much of vital 1mp0rtance
which is left altogether Undone by Parliament,
we have. demonstratea that a very large portion
of what it -does do, is of the most deplorably de-
fectlve Quality. : :

We then proceeded to observe, that accord-
ing to the best judgment we were capable of
forming upon the Subject, any Remedy to be

5
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-+ decidedly effectual - for the Evils we had been-
. .depicting, must be in the way—of diminishing"
7" the Calls there at present are upon the Legisla:

‘ture—of curtailing the Questions in which it is

.no_W required to adjudicate— of bringing about,
. in short, agreeably to the doctrine expressed in-

* our title-page, a further ¢ Division of the: Tiax
bour” of . Parliament. = And the: description:-of:
Matters, which, pursuant to this ruling idea ‘in:
our ‘minds, Would, n our view, most readily; ot
most properly, admit of being withdrawn-from-
Parhamentaly Direction or Controul, ‘we- stated’

to be—
“Those in which the act of Legislation - was
essentially and allowedly an act of Mere Form::

Those in which the subJect legislated upon,

was (hstmctly of a Smen‘aﬁc Character :

And, finally, Those in which the leglslatlvc

act 1espected some most homely, some ‘purely
physrcal want, of an 1nd1v1dual Town, or hmlted
local District :— :

‘Which three classes of Measmes, it may now:-
be well to 111t1mate supposing the whole of them *

to be taken out of the. JU.I‘ISdlCthIl of Parliament,
would 1eheve it to the extent of One half'—and,

numerous as they may seem to be, of - only One :

half-—-of its present annual dut1es or cares.

cad lAd T s
T =

| Where the ;trahsferred J urlis'di‘ctionb- should be
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lodged we have thus far delayed to say—hoping- QU ,;MERS

TO WHICIIL

by what intervened, to render the necessity of ;. "1,

some Change in our Legislative Economy, (what- povr TiAx
PARLIA-

ever should be its precise nature), ‘literally in- mewrav
BE RELIEV-

contestable ;—and. willing - too, that upon: the rv or, 1s

PROPOSLD

point at which we have now arrived, the reader’s vy se

ingenuity or reflection, as we were step by step "V

advancing; should be exercised in addition to
our. own.—What is immediately subjoined, we
offer, therefore, with all deference to any wiser
suggestions, which may chance to have occurred;
to the minds of others R

: Eﬂ‘ectiveness duly regarded, the very smallest
alteration in the -internal Polity of the Coun-.
try, will have to be, it appeals to us, as fol-
lows : SERss

Some increase of Power, or Prerogative, which
will - easily, however, admit of definiteness, or
exact limitation, must be conferred on certain
of the Executlve or Judicial Auth011t1es of the _

Country

Comr‘mssmns,‘ Councils, or Boards, to be-

" more or less permanent, must be appointed; of

men the - most eminent for their Attamments,,i-
Knowledge, or Skill, in partlcular Departments
of Science and of ‘Art/ = oot i




\and to answer now, by antlclpatlon, all;that,
" be, provoked in this way, we certalnly mnoi de-
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.. And, - Municipal . Ins_t:ijtlitiQhSy -of; an - improyed

~character, must be imposed throughout:; the
I,Country. ithe term Municipal here, being;meant
“_to: respect:. not. only Towns, but (,ountles,f L OF
Dlstncts :

' kW,e dare say, that the bale mentlon f one,
01 anothel, or all of these Ploposltlons, o will
awaken hostility in some quarters,. ‘yvaost fruit-
less would it be, to hopc to.broach Any Thing

.........

that Would not be attended with; this, effect: =
nay

gree propose to ourselves.. Part of the 10ppo-
51t10n that will, doubtless, ‘be. set up,; will, be
prompted by pa1t10ula1 political Prejudlces that

. are of an old date ;—but which, happily, as.we
presume. to. think, are more upon the wane than-

the, i 1ncrease .Palwtlof it will arise _from,,:no,,ade_-

' ,quate estlmate being formed, of the monstrous,
“the portentous Evils, with which-the present

state of our Leg1slat10n is fraught and - which
Evils have ' throughout beeén the basis’ of our
argument. - Part of it, too, will spring from that
blindness .. of some people, which - is; all* but
physmal to,.the . indispensable: necessity .that

......

Xlsts——lf Wrong, .Confusion, and: - Convulsmn,

are 10, be avoided—of. adaptmg, from; time:! to
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itiiiiey £o:the 0'rovvth or p1 ogl essi-the’ Instltutlons
6f‘ Soélélty P : 3] ;3;;.;;,“ SR :

o Hese genelal 0bS€1thlOllS llemo~ ‘thi¥dWwh Objections

Gut- 2By ;! Wwe' will” reply; specrﬁcally, it ™
briefly, to one or two possible Objections;’ “which
are not of a nature, nor are, indeed, mtended _
to be, in those observatlons, met or ovel—ruled
afidl which; as faras we can perceive;” are’ the

| ié}):‘r‘ily obJectlohs likely to be started at all de-

séfVIllg ‘formal 1iotice.

. 0f”Al‘e You the advocate, then, We thmk we hea1 ‘
it sald"ior lodgmg any where, an albltrary ught

‘ofti ‘nnposm pecumary Rates, Tolls, Asséssinet ts,
ot Dues’ of ‘any descrlptlon on yom fello"”"" L
Jééfs,q i B ST ?
«# Ale’ You the advocate for lodging any Where
wilike: arbltrary rlght of d1pp1ng 1nto the public-
purse (SR .
viAnd Are You" the advocate for reposmg any
where, the same arbltlary nght of meddllng Wlt‘h

G183

one; thmd of the sort..

»zWe ale the advocates, we answeL, of ‘no

W answel, fu1the1, and’in’ expless 1ep1=y
e partloulally to “the ﬁrst of these sup‘posed
objeétmns, that there belng no necessarv" lno

L

T
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afid ‘what’ may ‘be- dlstanU.lShed as, - thid “I‘i‘s‘céﬂ

"f(eatures of the Cases there referred ’to, ‘the
'Changes we' suggest are compatlble ‘with a
‘closer exemphﬁcatlon, a mote" Titefal practlce“‘of ,

that” r10“ht of ‘Self-Taxation, ‘which’' évéry’ 5E‘1’1g

. 'hshman lays. claim to, than ‘the present‘ pradtlde

in these same Cases at a,ll 111ustrates or apprbxl-
7mates to ' R oo Dbatwly

The second obJectlon, it will be* obseryed" -

*spects ‘a descrlptlon of Measur‘es of & i h

‘order than those “alluded "to in  the' first’
much of a « public general” charactér pert‘ammv

to them as to furnish at least a pretéxt for re-
-currmg in their behalf, to the National" Purse
And in reply to this obJectlon we' have to state,
sthat any great scmpulousness, any excesswe

it

portlon of the Natlonal Funds to a purpose

“distinctly National, would savour a little of the

rldlculouS~see1n0' that very considerable” funds

: whlch now accrue to the Commumty, are suf-
fered,’ “and’ most quletly suffered, to remain’ at
‘the disposal of single Individuals, or bodies of
'Indlwduals subJect to no check or power of
“éontroul on the part of the « Grand Inquest of
‘the " Nation.”._Not to insist on' the Case of

Droits of different descriptions, those important

i
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and the Post Ofﬁce, clalm, and un1nte1ruptedly
_exercise, the rlght of apportlonlng for public
| puLposes;. any Sums Whatever, out of the vast
funds that come mto their possess1on Hence,
“generally admlred Structure — the ‘new
ffice,  has, been erected ‘and W111 be com-
pleted w1thout one Shllhng of Money bemg
granted towards the expense, by Vote of Par-
liament. ., Thus, too, that imposing, but at the
outset most 1mpeachable Edlﬁce—the New Cus-
House, did not rise at . the blddmg, nor

m any measure. Wlth ‘the pr1v1ty, of the Legrs—

lature, but was. the cr eatlon solely of the Com- |

missioners of the Customs (actlng, of. course,
Wlth the applobatlon of ‘the Lords of the . Trea-
sury) and the whole cost of it belng defrayed
by.. these Comm1ss1oners, out of the pubhc
Momes they were in the daily rece1pt of
- It was. enquned by M1 ‘Hume, of the Chan—
ce1101 of the Exchequer, in-the course. of the
last- Sessmn of . quhament Whethe1 the -very
extenswe and expensive range of Custom House
Bmldmgs, then erecting at leerpool was, to be
paid.: for by Government__ alias the Commls-
_sioners of Customs ” “A p01t10n of the ex-
pense, was the answex, “ Would be met by the
Corporatlon of that town, and the Government
L 2
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|he Depar tment of the Customs being evrdently
meant] would defray the remamde1 S

The plelodatlve arrogated to themselves by
,the respectlve heads of these ' departments, is
ev1dently not lumted as we have alr eady 1m—
phed indeed, to the case of their Buﬂdmgs
having been out of the National Monies,’ befole
the . surplus was paid over to the Exchequer
that the Post Masters-creneral ‘hot long "’ s1nce,
conferred, what they deemed a suitable ‘réward
f01 h]S publlc services, on M1 M‘Adam

: cedents and in further, and probably, more
sat1sfactory reply to’ the Questlon we -are’ sup-
posmg to be pressed upon us, we have to” say,
that the Funds of the ploposed New Commls-
sioners, ‘or Boards of eminent Men, may be
made entlrely dependent on the will “of Parha—
4ment “that the Sum to be allotted them,” may
be ﬁxed or variable ; and that no power need
be: rehnqmshed to the Partles, which shall ‘ot
'be easﬂy susceptlble of subsequent modlﬁcatlon

It can scarcely be necessary to remmd the
reader that various arrangements are already in
ex1stence amonO*st us, which render the’ 1nst1tu—
tion of New Councﬂs Comm1ss1ons, or Boards,
-co-operatlve w1th but strlctly subordmate 'to
‘Parhament no real 1nnovat10n 1n the economy
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of the Count1y ’lhe modem one of the Com—
missioners. appomted for promotlng the bulldlng
&c of Churches and ‘Chapels, - here especrally
occuls to us; and as to its dependence for. the
maJor part of '1ts funds upon the votes of the Le-
ouslature and in, at least one or two features 1n
the mode, agleeably to Whlch 1t conducts its
operatlons, it might, we thmk be copled after, ’

in the cases we contemplate

The last obJectlon we plomlsed formally to
notlce, was, it will be remembeled thrs o ’
Do you advocate the 1epos1ng any Where a,
power of . arb1t1a1 1ly meddhng “with' That to )
wlnch hltherto SO much sanctlty has attached
n: thls Countly———Mens private - Ploperty,

such as thelr Lands, Houses, &c ? .
The answer we have to make to thls enquny,
over and above the. oenelal one of “ No,”

sWhl(,h we have al1eady given to 1t wﬂl be

compused almost in as few words as the enquny,
or: ObJeCtIOIl, is 1tself It is as follows ——The
doctrme of our Consututlon upon the pomt
hele concelned 1s, not that the puvate Proper ty
of Ind1v1duals, .when ‘the public - Intelests re-
quire it, shall be held inviolable -—but that no
such property, when those lnterests call f01 1ts
bemg 1el1nqulshed shall be trenched 1 upon taken
away, or destroyed, without Just compensation



. \,‘made to the Owner,
‘or by the awald of a Jury ——a ‘veading this, of

dat

) warranty for the 1nnovatlons We suggest as far
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e1the1 by puvate Tleaty,

TRl

our Const1tut10n, Wthh may, W1th !the" most

£

perfect facﬂlty, consrst Wlth the new Arranwe-‘

qzi

ments of Whlch We are the propose 5

In furthel vmdlcatlon of these Arlanoements

that has fallen from us have We for one moment
so much as’ compassed in our thoucrhts--the

_abandonment on the part of the Leglslature, of

its Supremacy, as a tribunal i in “the last fesort!

In other words, Awe “have not meant to” thl’OW‘

the smallest shght on the doctrlne of the Atne!

nableness, at the bar of Palhament of all our

Authorltles or Instltutlons——to the full extent ‘to
Whlch thls amenableness 1s at present acknow—

ledged

We also desire to observe, that there is amplc

as any, Warlanty of the kmd can be Wlshed for,
in the practlce, or pos1t1ve 1nst1tutlons, of other
ﬁee Countues : and that without some such
a11angements, nothlng of the Connectedness, of

" the System, and of the real Responsmlhty-whrch

are so. essential in the case of many of the

‘measures that have been adverted to—-ever can
'be secured to us.";?
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We are most anx1ous, m mercy to the 1eade1, Avxir-

.7 RY, OR MI~
to brmg our ¢ Argument ” as 1t respects Parha- vor Mra-

3+ SURE PRO-
ment to a termmatlon but we must be suf- POSED.

fered shortly to urge one ultlmate P1 opos1tlon
—a Proposmon ‘which it is our own earnest

wish to see approved of, and acted upon, con-.

R

]ointly Wlth those we have already advocated

Nir;

Should 1t be demded upon, however that Rehef

tho p we, have been pleadmg for '-—thl_’ wé,’ say

IR

supposed to be dec1ded upon-——then Wﬂl we con-

H;

sent to. have the Suggestlon we shall now ’oﬂ'er
lanked second in value to nothlng that can be

proposed—-—«let it come from what quarter 1t may ,

That 1ast Suggestlon or Propos1t10n is, That'

Parhament do resolutely ‘and most pos1t1vely pro—
h1b1t or dlsquahfy all Indlvxduals__the Mlnlsters

‘of the Crown only excepted_from becommg
, Leglslators, so long as they contmue actlvely

Plurahsm, as 1t may be termed‘ W 1ch :holds
true of so many of the Membels of our Legls—~

i
B
H
£
t
i
i
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\

lature, we ourselves regard as a perfect. Hydra;: .

and were, the press. of busmess in, Parliament, a,
Vely llttle less than 1t 1s, we should say, hthat,
] thls Ev11 alone Would a]most sufﬁce to, account;

'f01 the Worst featllres of our Legislation.,
It will, we are sure, go fa1 i suppoLt

feeling, strong as it is, 'Whl(,h we, thus: expless
when we call to the reader’s recollectlon, that a.,
very lalge p(ntlon of that branch of .the Leous—;

most heavﬂy falls-_of thdt branch of the Leous—,
latme ‘in - the ablhty, and in the activity, or,ap-..
phcatlon of which, the Countly mamly confides—..

cons1sts of J UDGES, OF MASTERS, IN CHANCERY; 0P

.COMMISSIONERS OF BANKRUPTS OF MAGISTRATES, OF;
PRACTISING BARRISTERS OF . MILITARY AND NAVAL
CHARACTERS OF MERCHA\ITS BANKERS, BREWERS ;
&c &c &c --those of these various Indlvlduals,
Who have ofﬁmal dutles to perform, beingi to,.a. .
very great extent occupled in the; dlscha,nge oflg .

those dutles 5 ,and the majority of .the remainder

bean‘ often stll] more engrossed with the Cares.
belonglng to thelr professmnal or private avoca-
" tio e 6 out of door pursu1ts on: the{:
] ,of so lalge a numbe1 of our . Members.
of Pauhament belng borne. in. mind, Is -it,. we .
ask to, be expected that .one half of:the real .
W'a,nts of the :Nation, espec:lally in -its- present.

encumbered complex, . and, -artificial ;;position,:

- has not, occasmnally, at least, 1em(nked them‘ :
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' shotild; be—-we Awill not say———cmtlclpated but

~whenthéy become: toG" urgent for some’ ‘cont”

yiy

sidetation’of them to be longer staved off._thatlr:
they should ‘thien be with* anythmg approachl' gvf
to Statesman-like cn‘cumspectlon and ablhty,
met! and: pI'OVlded for? <AL o

Tiideéd, as'to ‘the steady, effective, dischia O‘ei '
of their parha,mentaly duties, by the bulk of the
individuald we describe, what can ainy pretence‘
of this be, b‘ut the veriest affectation or ‘¢ajolery?

‘seriouslyfor us to hsten to which, Would be to

reduce’ omselves to the level of dolts‘ or
beClleS' : . IR TEE IR M "
“'The - more’ direct’ or nnmedlate result .
the system, ag reeably to which our Lefrlslatule
consists, * to so'‘large” a de01ee of paltles most
busily- enoa0 ed’ in’ other Calhngs, evince them—_
selves'in’ Ways 'S0 palpable, that he muist’ be a’ |
specmlly desultory observer of Pailiament; Who

G NTTeRN

*Thie ‘most simple, - the ‘most 1nnocent of 'thiés
vésults, i$, that all sorts of negociations and c¢6 ’
trivings, -have to take place between’ 1nd1v1dua,1“
Mermbers—one of them contemplating’ a Motlon }
or* Meastire ‘at the introduction of whlch‘ it'is"
desirable the other, or others, should“be presént'f
—:as to the time that will admit of their" Jomt":’
attendance ;—their: respective Engagements else-f

Where, 1ende11ng that otherwise S0 nnpmbable
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The . further working. of the . system, discovers, .

itself in: this :  that_ often the ,conyvention thus
: entered into, has to be broken ; somet1mes, utoo
at the eleventh hour—to the, d1sappo1ntment and
grave inconvenience of. all , partles privy, to,,,the
understandmg that had been come .to..: On
many occasions, these. .compagts. or undelstend~
ings-——which are most serious lmpedlments,,to
public business—require to be made, not, by one,
individual. Member merely, Wlth another 0T, w1th
a. few. others-—but between leadlng,Members, and
an- entire. section, as it were, of .the House ;—
such, for instance, as the port1on of the House
which consists of Mamstra,tes and again, the
: portlon of the-House which -consists of . practl-
sing, Barristers. . We. could mentlon not.a, few

cases -in ;which, during the last . three or fom .

Sessions; . the Measures of the. Ministers, them-
selves, have. been at. a complete stand—stlll in
Parliament,; owing to Members running. away,
from,, their;. leglslatlve, to dlscharge, in, distant
paxtsiof ; the Country, then mag15ter1al dutles
Andi over and  over .again. has it occurred, ,that
SOmME; of the. very weightiest matters affecting, the
natiori, have been stopped, for almost months,, of
. the . most valuable : part of . the Sessmn, because,
forsooth; the time had arnved for the Bamster;
,Members to: quit town on the:circuit!. . ., '

\:.y,'x»'

- But: whatever pains. Members. may.. be at ‘burs
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thensomely to calculate and poxse, among them-
selves, éach other’s ofﬁmal and pnvate Engage-»
ments, “these Engagements will mcessantly hap-
pén o be ‘such; " that ‘Questions have - ‘to be’
brohght oti; when' parties of great name can=
16t be- plesent or when,.thoucrn the personal
a,ttendance 'of parties whose presence is: espe-
mall}'/‘%vlshed be given,. thesé individuals have
b’é‘én ip‘1eclf ded, by their other occupatlons, from;
glvmg ‘any prévious attention to the: pr1nc1ples—~
ol Lwhich is ‘almost of equal 1mportance-—to the'
deteuls of the matter, by which, on the’ pa,rtlcu—f
lar occasmn thelr conduct ought to be Wholly
These consequences all, however, set. as1de =
or’ supposmg ‘them to be so far waived,” &t least
as for'it to'be conceded, of the Members we are

B speakmg of, " that. twithout  much- d1fﬁculty~—-—that

eveh ds a'general thmou-they were able to bring

o’ pmhamentary dlscussmns, or to the' mvestlo*a-

tion 'and settlement of public: questmns, therred
fuse of their time, and the dregs of their ‘abilities

-—stlll a ‘most sterhng objection to the: plural
capac1ty “of ‘honourable Members. Would existin
this ,-——-that on ploceedlng to give their Votes;
Members of “this" starnp, in- numerous 1nstances,
become mvolved in-all kinds’ of anomalous, dis:
crepant, or ﬂacrlantly 1mp10pe1 situations; +loftén
votmg upon questlons {n*which: they have a



T

1”5“6. .

dlrect pe1 sonal 1nterest and ve1y frequently pla-
cing. themselves by thelr votes, In positions com-
pletely repugnant to, or . subverswe of, the. othel
relations in which they stand to the Communlty
—-—Rather, however, than be reduced to this. last
strait more especmlly—though the questloné ,loe
ever so momentous, and notwit ‘standmg their
own minds regarding it are fully made up——the

course, the heinous course, 'as. We. thlnk it,

which Mcmbers can reconc1le 1t to. themselves
to adopt~—1s, to.give upon the occasion, no Vote
at, all :

,,,,,,,,,, present

1n01dental or, 1athe1 collatelal head of our sub-

:=;Ject _We.,CaIant, res1_st 1ndulg1ng m. ..o

o ..;-;_Tha,t dlstlngulshed functlonaryr-—the Master of

the: Rolls,;.as one of the complex or; at least,
blfold,, personages we have in view —that s, as
one; pa,rty most frequently, if not in every. in-
stance, , superadding - to his heavy ofﬁc1al cares
and entanglements—the . dutres of a. Leglslatm

—the ,Masters in Chancery ; the Welsh Judges;

‘ and the ‘Cornrmssroners of Bankrupts, as othe1

hese all we only mention—to. pass by

- —-—@f Maglstrates, and if we may speak of them at. _

,,,,,,,,,,,

the same time—of ‘Bankers, we shall; ;stmply.. ob-
serve, that when their engagements in those ca-
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ac1t1es, do not preclude their glvmo~ their at-
ndance m ‘the’ Legislature, the main obJectmn
them, 1s, ‘the 1nﬂuence they are able to exer-
Eise there, by means of their own votes ‘and the
hold they have upon others——upon all occasrons,
pecreilly a,ff'ectm(r ‘their particular Vocations. or
Intefés‘ts“——an influence which has been most
loridly complamed of both in’ Parhament and

out“ of it.

The cases of ‘these different pa1t1es we reluct- .
antly abstam from dwelhno* upon, because limits
there - must be to our illustrations ; and’ 1nd1v1-
dual or personal 1llustrat10ns, we incline’ to
think, will be more eﬁ'ectlve for our purpose
than those that are general UL

- We Wlll in the first place, then, glance at the zTheAttor- |

ney and,

pos1t10n—re1atlvely to their obligations as legrs- Solicitor
General.

lators, ‘and to the expectations which' in"that ca-
pacity it is so natural for them to excite;: of the:
Law Ofﬁcels of the Crown,—the- Attorney;‘a,nd
the Solicitor General ~ Of these 1nd1v1duals, who'

- would suppose,- but that the very pretext: for at
all plantmor them in’ Parliament,” would” be‘-—-the

power ‘and the opportumty thereby conferred on -

“them, of watching the progress, of dlhgently e~

garding’ the character, and often of imparting a

. toné’ to our’ “whole" legislation ? Withs; péetiliar

Tréason’ rmght it’ be calculated of these pe‘_tson—:‘

S e
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-ages;, that ‘with. views . alternately. rétrospective
.and prospective, their thoughts would: be:turned
to-such-old laws as demanded improvement,;. dnd
to ‘the- consideration -and - careful ‘preparation: of
-any - altogether new  Enactments  ‘which::new
times and - circumstances . plainly- 1ndlcated to
‘be wanting ;~a - portlon of - their skill: and: ;ex-

perience . being, . at - the 'sametime, ‘constantly

.t the: service of the humblest. Member; who,
-In,-acting. upon - his personal: conviction.: of-.what
‘ ‘was:; defective -in our Leglslatmn, ‘might; feel
.hlmself in need of assistance:as to the.course
he should -pursue. - g

Than any surmises of thls Whole klnd, how-

"f‘evel ‘nothing would betray; on the part of.those
_entertaining them, a more amusmg Innocence+—
~a.more truly ludicrous naiveté. . s
«iWhile many of our laws. are, by the consent :
‘ _of even our Lawyers themselves, more- fit. to -be
burnt: by the hands of -the common hangman,
:than. to:continue on the Statute Book and-to
‘be -obligatory on the Community ;. while; too,
‘new Laws are being passed through Parliament,
which,- from. their purport or-structure, are, as
we have already had . occasion to. shew,: a..per-
fect - disgrace to: the. age ;—while: this state -of
‘:thlngs is ex1stmg, the Law Officers of the Crown
-are, plylng -their.. faculties to the. utmostias Ba1~ :
,'rlsters in prlvate practice—in- that capaclty, an-

1159

*sweringx:(}‘ase_s ,+attending Consultations, and:so -
Jong as:the claims of ithe Crown do-not directly -

iinterfere, . pleading for. anything, -or any body,

ssuccessively, before:all the- tribunals ‘of -the Me-

tropolis.<zBut: this ' quite apart, -let -us hear: the
Jatest: ‘Attorney—General’s own' account, as'to a

 portion: only of: the official duties falling to thelot

Sfhimself and’his eolleague —and ‘having, like
their private ‘practice, not the remotest ‘relevancy

to'the! cares proper to Legislators. - ““In'the'single
{particidar,” said Sir C." Wetherell, ‘House "of

€ommons, ‘March 13, 1827, ““ in the smgle par-
ticular of de(:ldlng upon, and condugting; ii the
Cort of ‘Exchequer, prosecutlons fot bréaches
‘ofithe Custom and Excise Laws; the Nabouis of
the: Law’ Officers of the Crown;’ wele*‘extremely
heavy ; they are such as, there is reason'to'be-
lieve, would scarcely be undertaken‘by ahy other
‘gentlemen.”—“ 1" am reqmred ” the ‘satneé” ho-

nourable gentleman said;” May 1st, 1828}« to -
‘spend days ‘and’ weeks in - the performance of :

my official duties in the Court of Exchequer P
_To. this it is to be added that" these: same fiiiié-
‘tionaries have a variety of Government prosecu—
tions to- conduct, besides " those in” which the
revenue is' concerned ; - that' they have: likewise
frequently ‘to " attend Meetings ‘of - the Prlvy
Council, Lords of the Treasury, ‘&c. o't solve

knotty pomts, ot to.advise regarding different -

il
i
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i
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_ploceedmgs of ‘the.. Executive ;:<.and, ‘besides
- other official. claims -on them;:- mote ‘numierous
- than u,_we -can: mention, it-is:with'these Individaals
‘thal _;the entire. care. rests: oft 1nvesu<ratm0' sanid

adjudging; in all appllcatlons forthe «Kitig's

Letters Patent for Discoveries or -Inventions, -

161

“repeal of the  Combination’ Le;Ws).‘;the"*rrnilti-
. plicity .of - this learned gentlemans engagements
~was: such, as not'to admit of his bestowing even
a; look at:‘the bill; tlll it was before the House,
' ,.and prmted S

When we - bear in mmd that ever y man’ Wlll Rt. Hon.

Sir J.

.. .—an . office - that . must: itself-;‘»;;:bve':f«."»fﬁhefé‘f iditect v
,have personal cares to require a portlon of hiis oot

_reverse-of- a Sinecure.—Thereaderiszttention

‘ ‘being called to - this variety: of- facts;~He igantiot
be greatly startled: at - Mr. ~'.'rSec.reta'1*f'y?'éPeél.’f‘§ Péi-
.,,I:lOlmcing; :as- he publicly has done;*all *hope’ of
effective-assistance being . rendered:+hinij mahy

improvement -of the Laws he- 'ﬁiight’“des’ii;é by
theé:Law Officers of the Crown, < They,” ‘agithe
right-honourable - gentleman “has* dlsrmctl‘y obt
served;:: having - no- time . for - the pirpse*

-+Nor, under the circumstances; can the public' bé

greaﬂy surpiis’ed‘ at- hearing' ‘the "Attdrnejflﬁei
neraly:almost ridicule the idea of *hi§ being able
to attend upon parliamentary Committees ; 'f'—-nm

further; at reading, as every one had -the oppér:

tunity-of ‘doing, not very long ago, in:a printed

letter of Mr. Anthony Hammond’s to: M Hume;

that—as-to-consulting with the Attorney-weneral

- about the 1mportant blll then p1 epa,rmg (for the

1-’See by speech ‘of Sir"C Wethelell’s m ‘the H is’e;of SC‘omm

. Febyi 21!’1828 in¢ answel to' M. PottelsMacqueen bl gres

-attentlon-—that somethmg must be set down

to the account of-relative or social claims upon
him—as also.. that, Joccasional relaxations from
labour are’ 1nd1spensable to the strongest——when,

we say,. we- bear: this  in mind—it might: be-

1mag1ned that the . accedmg to a -high Office,

~ the duties of Whlch were ““ arduous, and: dlfﬁcul’c
“and. comphca,ted “would be pretty well sufﬁclent

not. merely for the ability, but even for the am—
bition,, of :any reasonable man. —The: ~words we

hele glye with - mverted commas, - are those, to

the, very., letter -which were . employed by.Dr
Lushmgton, towards the close of the last Session
of: Parliament, [July 17th, 1828] in reference to

the post - of Judge of  the Prerogatlve Court‘ _

By way of . strengthemng his ' statement, - Dr.

Lushmgton, at the same time, remarked that “the

duties of the Judge of that Court, had, durlng
the last century, mcreased tenfold.” The post
1tself the reader is aware, is held and long has

been held by Sir John Nicholl.—The right:ho-

M
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. Dr. Lush-

ington.

nourable gentleman -has other functions, (go per-
f;{nn,‘ Jfiwe mista ,.not connected .with: the
E clemastlcal ACourts. . He }hasg hkemse sfrom
the ﬁrst,,been .one of, the koxmmlssxoners for:prq-

m,xzﬁ‘ 1%
1

m}otmg the bmldlng and _repairing;of,. i(;hurches,,
and he i also one of the -acting: Judges at,) that

t;(i

1mportant and often busy, tripunal— ,h)ei ogrd

og N’;‘ragl_emand ,Pl;antation‘s_,; But, all this, Lnot)-.

Wlthstandmg~—that is, the _umeroys nd 718¥5

dently most heavy: manacles to, whlch the ,‘ngh,t
gourable gentleman is thus subJect constis

7331 VUL

t‘ull(;mg,mn{ ﬁl,ns own estlmatlon, o, impe d.l)ql“_ ]

thgxiltgj—‘Sir J ohn N1choll further,, has th 2ars
o, take upon hlmself the obhgatlons—

f D .t; iElaiseEen
ea, Y
lltl:is,;!l X’]l

even when | the Whole man 1s brought to th

dlscharge t—the fearfully 1espon51ble obhgatlons ,

of [ 2 'Leglslator Lo

WOV

RELE)

?(——But aliword or two of Dr_.i Lushlngton,hlme
self Whose name ‘_We have Just, 1n01dentally, mens,

—:\.) 31

'tloned This gentleman was . an:. excellent;

SSredThonsd B

authorlty to. speak to the a1duousness and comy,
phcatlon of the dut1es of the Judge of. the Preq

acation of . the duties of the. Judge of .the .t 1

rogatweh go |

ﬁrlsl:A emine: ce 1n that Court, and therefore,,

moisgtu }Ilfﬁ,l,lfl;“:cﬁly m1xed up w1th and deeply ens
,} ‘:;;l}lx” nearly all that QC,Clll‘S there.-Th‘,n

iens ‘there are, h ‘wever 0 '
ew) ore vy, ho ,, O Dr Lushmgtons

 tih@ ¥
'_‘dut1es. D1d we- not know thls to be true we
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tnne and " talents, are ‘in thls 1'eference to theln
ot Half’ compnsed To' conceive of’ ‘thése With
atf}f tolerable’ accuracy, the learned“o‘entlemarll"
THUSt! b' f llo’ “d further to hlS frequent plead—

Ild“élsdéw e and espec1ally must he be f ::{'
lo‘v‘\}éd'“to the Cons1st0ry Court;—vwhere,

d" nly' liofﬁng his' ‘character of Counsel, hé
s{lmes ‘thiat’ of Judge—and ‘sits “as Judge i no
féwer or less tnﬁlng matters, than the'con)niu‘ il
Thfelicitie s, or rather Dehnquenmes, of the &ho

Kﬁigdom“ ‘But) a8 in 'the case of 'his Su}’)]éi'igii
whoin'" ' we' have JllSt notlced ' this'” 1nﬁn1t)¥ ”B’f
clalms upon hlm notvnthstandmg, Doctor L‘”f‘ -
ir‘ib*t n" too, 1s ‘a Leglslatm o HSISHS

In an apology made not long sincé by Lord .
Brougham

Nugent at a public Meeting, for the uneygpect d

absence of Mr. Brougham, the Noble_’ Lo

b.;‘ fl
pI' Clse

v +; ORIV

fall to the ot of hlS pa}hamental?)w

X xl}\};)x

.’N r"l,, [eYs {
’;the fact must’ be so upon Lord”

M2

showld: iy

d as- ”
e

i
i
d

:
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Nugent’s own shewing hrs very metaphor im-

: plyrng, that, each ‘of the's many ‘matters’ whlch call

for the attentlon of Mr. Brougham, Yeceive /gL
diyidend or plttance, their 1nch“ We‘beg‘pard il
"—thelrz « gram of ‘his time_ or de o
Besules his long absence every Sess ot “on ik
Citouit, ‘the learned gentleman’s’ Yo ‘often ﬁ“‘éé’-‘
cupled place in the House of Commons—attésts
‘ curacy of thls representat1on ge‘nerally ;

Lﬁar. [

"s'hq:' ST

cons1dera ion."

| Siiiess” df*“‘ra*’ '
dua ing I h1s tlme, of parcelllng out hig’ atteﬂtl
' Brougham: acts Wlth rlg1d 1mpart1allty lfl'

any»fundue precedence of the profess1onal clalms ;

thiezlie‘rmay be' upon him."

By the « unoccupled place “in’ Parhament* of
tlle honourable Member, we mean of courbe’ hlS
pubhc place there. ~We advert not. to the pams-

tak ng, “the’ scrutmy, and toil, Whlch some may

thmk the learned gentleman in common Just1ce to
l‘ns Coll ’gu

1es and to the Natlon, ought to A
the | ommlttee—rooms of the Hous

-}-n\

| B%u%*““

£1

1828 < without desire to advance the obJec s‘”' bf

. fiot,” sald e, House of Commons, February‘ 15thl ‘

fhe” Commlttee [the celebrated Fmance Com-'

A ()i_x'u.;

mittee, Whlch had prevmusly, and has smce

. ;ﬂ}:;” 75 DTy a1l

given 1se to §6 ‘mich=we should " say, ﬁltlle‘ ex-

OB S R N RS

p; ctatlon]j :_

1:U

fesszonal avocatzons the welght ot Whlch 1svsuch
that,,iespema}lly at thls season of the year, .
never, could hope to be able to glve my atten k-
AEET ot (R
- Apd do any'lof. our readers here, n therr in-
nogence,, bout many of these matters, deman{d

, Whe” e, {1 er}, 1s the: grand field of the‘ learned

Member's labours ! The Clrcult that ha sbee r_}
sppkenlof,/“vm. dr
" got; over,, to.w what quarter goes the’. eat
gate of the « O'ralns” of the honoura I
man’s, time and, attentlon 7
Under( the bare suppos1t10n that Indlvy'd\ als
there may be, to Whom some such queryw 13

suggest 1tself we - shall add and we shal L

t e ppleadmgs that take place——at

the House of Lords—before the Lords oftt e‘

eI

i
£
3
|
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hkea th@f 01101110\, {‘;lnto the,remotest - distriéts wof:

thﬁ t‘kl;ngdonl PR F V3§ - f.f".ux Fogioasadsl any 11)
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r.

Sugden. mong; sketches hke those we »ale here giving

it quld,, mot. be justice -£0::othersito:-pass:byteti
Mz :Sugdeén ;5 who, - after: divers: abqrtivé "efforts,
‘has. at::length succeeded, as.the reddet:: Weﬂ-:
kmows,.in. planting himself - in -Parliamentiy; e o
«Mpon; what, grounds. the Jlearned  gentlema ,) ;
tem@uty can:be, for one moment, rwndlcatad,,_. o

e:
are totally.at-a loss to conceive,: ~;W1thout,\hown§

. eygr, stopping further to indulge in our astonishs;

“the

ment,on, that head, we shall. pr oceed to, state,.as;
follows..: 5¢The. learned. gentleman’s . _practice at
the:Chancery-bar, . and in. the, House of Lords,.
is /by; gompetent Judges calculated to be not.less.
than 10,0007 .a year,. He is so. clqgged,,byw hlSu
pmfessmnal -engagements, that he.is: unable :at,.
times.; ‘tojanswer cases. submitted ;to. -him,: for. “
m@myf weeks.. together and, a. very:few, months;
gontAugust 6th,  1828), upon the Vlce-Chan,-
cg]lor proposing.to sit an extra hour. per: da,y,fto
geli; through: «“ the heavy. arrear : of , ‘business?;
there was in hls Court, Mr. Sugden, in loudly:
and successfully ‘deprecating the proposition,
‘thus: spoke of himself;—% For my. part,- against
fatlgue cof attendmg for.so, ; many-hoursin::
the,Court; each . day, casi I dheady do; < I: amp:

] ;‘2 ’ X

Jj!fff‘};‘?g"?«f:Ii',' Pyvsr soegrec arionn obaiarsreiy g
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scar cely' able 116 bearcup)? Indepéndentlyof thb!
great labour in Court, I find it almodtyitiipost!
sible, even though I remain up all night, to-
prepare myselﬁ for- the biisiness of thémext:ddy; -
suchdmasses of:papers have T to wade thro’ughf”’
2 AsTHE sais practlcal demonstration  had s‘heehl!

ribededythat, ati’some. perlods, from ‘the 'distract<!
ing number’and: nature’of his cares): theleariied”
geﬁblema,hff}%?ln faimiliar - 1anguage, did ot ‘kiibw,
whiethetshié was on his* head or his' Heeldirthis!
précise J‘demonstratlon was,we  thinky 6ty 988
fesh wewks ago rafforded us.: “We' alluderto <the
procesdings in " the: case’ of King v. Yrer) i
the Vlce—ChanCellor s’ ‘Court; January: 26th ‘l&gt“?
whétein Mr. Sugden belng retamed hegsii

31

anbged

-4 Hﬁe7
course, Fose, ‘and to use ‘his owh- subs‘eqﬁeh’c exét
pressmn' "‘imlsta,klng his side;” he setto’ w6k

aiid fanly beat ‘to shivers—his owh" (Clistit 18
ofingus ‘symptom this, suxely, not 6nly" for' the!
learned: gentlemans immediate constitiientsiat:
Weymouth but for all: England—-—of ‘the’ people
of'which;’ umversally, he at ‘his‘eléction Had>

’,kmdly averred e ~should - evmce hlmself“ thies

1A ¥ k,;mg%‘

falthful Representatwe'

N T n
N \x 100 DUS

“Wha,tevel may be the case’ at ‘the - pieseﬁf M.
moment ‘with® Mr. Brooden, it wis but tHe thit Brogden
day: that~a syllabus ‘of sthe  Posté Treld: By ehd
honotirable gentleman, and consequently of the




Mr. W,

Ward.
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Caxes entalled upon him,:. must have been ifiats
all acculate to some. such purport as 4thenfollow- :

M_ember of P alhament f01 Launcesto
~Chairman of the Committees,
Commons of Ways and Means:;;:; oo

Dltto ‘of the. Protector. Insurance Ofﬁ@em 199
Dltto of the United Genera] Gas Company:* 21

Dltto of the Australas1an Agrloultural Socxety,
Ditto Irish Provincial Bank:;. oSG B
~Ditto London and Blrmmgham Rall Way ;

: ;-Dltto Colombian Mining Company PRI\
Dltto Eastland Company T R T
‘D,ltt@ Russia Company ;
;Ditto: Waterloo Bridge Company 5 i
Ditbos Surrey and Sussex Rail Way 5o n
Anda ‘Gommissioner of vthe .Lleut.enane’)‘f.

When Mr. W.. Ward was: returned for his
present seat, for the City of London, he declined
adding; further to his public avocatlons He sald
particulaply; he thought < the proper fulﬁlment of
the duties of. a City Magistrate, incompatible
with those .of;;a: Member of Parliament.”—¢ Be-
ing, also he observed “actively - engaged;un
Commeloxal pursultsgz and’at ithe" same: rtlm@ "

‘{Hmi QY

1697

Bank Dnector, ‘he consuiered ‘that i hishands -

wouldit bewmost=amply§occup1ed’-—Th1s genﬂe--"l
man appears to have rightly opined with 1egard‘s
to the sufficiency: rof his future: occupatlon"" BR b

~»'—I‘n—
déed;? fully beamng out the augury Whlch many, 3
speeches>m tithe> House of Commons [May 15,
18279suwascto the’ effect, that:to’some’ particulal-
business theniunder discussion, he ‘haddevoted

'-the «worthy Member dld not sa,y—-as irnuch

If Mr Ward thus found h1s hands too! full‘«as '_I\‘llfo::xi)(ion
he evidently did, although, besides beinga Mem- ’
ber of Parhament he was onls y a Merchant and
a Bank Director;: What must be our prognoms\of
the situation-of ‘the Individual—the catalogue‘of
whose Functions, as: far as we :,have:st}ie means
of checking it—is.this :

A prlvate Trader or Merchant on lar‘ge
scale ;i ' SEERU B
AuDlrector of the Bntlsh Gas Company; itthby
“Dltto 'ofithe St. Catharine’s-Dock: Company 515
“Ditto:of the South: ‘London Docksi;: boadd
‘Ditto of the: Equitable Loan. Company ,ar
=Dlttogof;dahealnsh..P.xov1n01a1\ Banloyi “oale . au

WO
bon'W

;inw

1
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s,Dltto,of thee0010mb‘1an"d1ttowr“f fdiy fojuans

nDlﬁtO of the HopefInsurance- o vhude litonsn
s Ditto! 'of one ‘of the Water-G Compames"m '

oAt Auditor of the Colomblan Agticaltoral>

Company,»_.:.. st e shivibor evs
- Ditto of the Thames Tunnel Companyj sreniles
A Trustee of the General Steam Navi atlon
ﬁu 3 {‘;Fé 5;‘.'-'::’ ""I:_‘ TR BN S 1N oy ¢§

,Company,

Vi c 'Pres1dent of St. Ann’s School 1 )
Sppdident of Chusts Hospltal U6 aeilsand¢

OB G

Member of the' Commlttee for condllctV g")hh‘i‘i‘ ‘

preyements of the City;: - A e g Y0
1iChairman of the Reversmnary Interesb Soc’etyv;
\Ehalrman at; Lloyd’s FRRSECIENIEON N
“ AVBank Dlrector N R I 3 :
,;,,Alderman of the Ward of Cheap LY >,A

“Member of the House of Commons;. aioY rind

- "And Lord Mayor of London!!! .

Of;fcourse,:sl ;the party we . refer to every one

Alderman Thompson
m 5046 v Lo :-""’“ e e poerpiinall
f- we,,wlsh to break n here for one. moment
upon, the readers own. reflections, . it: is- only tol:

a;SkM'fo him;not to: overlook of all. thmgs, in; this

~ connexion; ‘the smass, of Petltlons, the; crowd of i

bulky(Bepqrts Jand: the -many:; Afolio VolumeSrtof
p},mted;Papels whlch,r as we; had .occasion at’ theu
commenoement: of J our: »Work to( show, aré ever Yio

-z
%
LY

» questlons Ofﬁcers of the Army and Navy; '
have seats in thls House, do not} 11ke ‘torgive

HiAE

Session submitted‘.t’oélthe:tﬁegislaturé:‘g"’:iand‘r;%lé)'ji a
car eful study or digest )Of ‘"which"" -' a“s’%e“fa‘t?*the

'com,pass.sthls, ;1t must be the bounden dutyf of

every individual Member to shape hlS course“sm
Parliaments Creign e i

( ‘HJ,H srisente i i E
mwﬁut to turll to a dlfferent but stﬂl most -,

portant aspect or. two, ,under whlch thls same
Pluralism of honourable Membels pres 5 tself

and demands to, be contemplated

lz}
-« Of my own knowledge, ‘said’ Mr Hobhouse
emphatically; in ‘the House of Cormions; pril
27, 1826, “ I can assert, that’ upon“partlc‘u]al
who

thelr Votes.? i b

“In tzhe hope of thereby concﬂlatm
degreé:the::Catholic Freeholders of the: (}oiinty"
of Clare, duringthe late never—to—be-fmgotteri »
Election there, Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald protested
fromthe hustings, [June 30th; 1828]**that"‘§11
the COnvmtlons ‘of hi§" Colleacrue, St Géorgd!
Mutiay, were in favour of’ the*Catholic’ ()1a1rns§°j
bt the gallint -General,” said- My Fltzveiald“f
““happening; at!the time' of the last? decrsmri?m"

the House ‘of : Gommions, - to ‘hold thi o mirtand
of the: Parces in-Tveldnd; hefelt‘»th‘efe-WVoulcF‘be’»_ "
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/ ﬁfrtj ’ 1rl”the busmess of the Petltlon.
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ceevgsiingesnitd
an awkwardness 1n h1s votlng 1n Parhanrent fo\
40 ! RERTAL SR
your(questlon. x = Qs o

@ It__1s true, : observed Mr Brdﬁgﬁéiﬁ’ inhhls
place'_ln Parllament May 17, 1827 o CPetltro{n
from Mr. BlShOP Burnett I’ d1d pr‘ééélrt o, the'

TOIOE l{)ﬁ'

House, and that, not w1thout taklng the previquis

1 [OAS --.)' A
précaittion 'of examining and’ cross—examlr;ﬁn
TRt

" Mr. Burnett, as to the correctness of his charges.

Four or ﬁve days, however after I had done
: Lo iogs A

I found myself professm ally retalfned\qln an,

: s¢ before the Privy ( Co n’éﬂ Ui)‘o'réi

. 1 rf ALY LY x

looklng fa my 1nstruct10ns, 1t appeared that

Y

alleged Corruptlon of the noble Governor of th

t“‘-; P30

Cape, had apphed to- the Pr1vy Counoll for’

.!n
rev1s1on “of the decmon of the Govern01 ; and

that I° Was‘retamed as Counsel at the _‘opposat'

e

s1df "his 3 was' the reason Why 1 proce'e"ded n‘o?z
. The.
deh’oacy‘ f rny 31tuat10n forbade it.. I feltd my
s‘r‘lf'rbb’und rlght or Wrong, ‘to. dlschaxge my duty,

g and to’ advocate the 1nterests of

as’a’ @ounsel
oné/‘&;arty before the Privy Councﬂ one  day

and ‘the ‘interests of the rival party 1n ‘this Hbu e.
thE X t; 10w was it possible for me to do e

AWay, therefore — takmg the’ case fr l«m‘iM‘I; S
‘mirs R e

uh ;. fadi FERE n:‘;,;sy

:‘I;jy 5 1(?0{1 S 6 .S\f‘ ?l‘xéﬁkb D GE NS
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Br?ughams own_lips—away went M. B'shop
O JHEBLEISL

Burnatt ihd’ his host ‘of reputed Wron
ther with the Grievances of. the whole'
Good . Hope populatlon' and ‘as a Leglslator—

asa “ud}gve, mdeed in the Cause of these various
(aml’ejs}, l:he learned gentleman from that mom_ tt
stood belbre s 'all as he has ‘ever since re-
xi“{ai’ﬁ‘éﬁi‘_ﬁjét‘ merely mute, _but farrly emascu-
§é{eﬂ li‘.,v

LTEIBHY

};;é); e

f}fj:"hstb?v rs current of a rebuff met th {b
I{.’o)rd: iColohester, whlle a prlvate Member of t

H!busLe o’ Comrnons, whlch both 1llustratesA th
aepent  view ve

shews, that, o ,
1mportant parhamentary p1ocee

18]

that featiire i in the character of Members,‘ whlch

we.'f 'aré‘?djscussingi; | astic
l,l i b

Klngs Bench (we. beheve 1t was Lord Kenyon,),

h‘a'd bé'en requlred to afford mform tron respects

mg the fees and ernolumentsof This "'Court to;

BV sl

o

“”The. patlence of the Chlef“'Justlce ,h

~§ : «I}l’g{
. mgibeen exhausted by a ser1es of quest1ons tog,

) ouchlng that dehcate sub.]eotmthe\, €5,
of hlS office, he began ‘to demur to any further

mterrogatory Mr. Abbott assumlng wl{at he

e e g SRR I
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itténded 1totibéw ahighicand cominand‘mg Al
tude, pompously enough informed h1s‘Lord§h1p’
thabiher (M Abbott);::was armed: withi(the “hu-
thotity:of :the Commons-Houseof . Parliametit]
“,8ir 1? was’the pithy reply of thé Chief Jtlstlcel
o I lell not be yelped at' by my dwn‘)tm“nspl’c”?

: ot coamibiol b agi

,

Agam, gllmpses, at least ‘ol be ‘caugll’d“
the gross “unseemliness : o1 anlopl‘lety, vatteHds

' mg ‘this: Plu1al1sm of Mem el"s'," iii the follo\%ﬁoﬁr

L E 1) ,}

cifunistances : Covrav i sl (B0 ”A

~EWhett M Barmg, House of': Commons oJimi
1431:1:825; declared himself perfectly ‘astonished!
that the Attorney-general = in' possession b
ke ‘was of those facts, with :so'much’ ‘earnestiess;
and’ Seemmg sinlcerity, pleaded by him; itvialate’
tria,lblegardmg ‘Mr. - Kenrick—that . he “cold="
standnlgfm ‘the relation in which he did to'thie
Goveititnent': and count1y——reconc1le it o s
consc1ence “to allow that individual ito’ proceed'
o Hi ‘the ‘unmiolested dlscharge ‘of* i Judlc1al

¥

functmns < Qh 1 replied : the  learned* gentle"‘*"

ndat; “the facts: adverted to by the Member for

Taunton,‘“and ‘whiich, - on the occasmn i’ ques—fi*
tisiiy ‘inay-have led me: to inveigh against’ ‘che"’i
honourable Judge with - some: severlty, caihé  to7
my knowledge, and were descanted upon. by me, -

YT

i’ my capamty of & private ‘bar vister: only’—An‘ o

_pDuringtsithe,s lzoceedmgs, =tk

o Scarletg,and M1 Denman
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degreenhad;dany cognizance. ofjthem ipublicly
Q}lioﬂi%aﬂ}’w Bonriehng dul

Lot obid
24 still ; pending
p;gpgeed;mgs, ragainstitheinotorious: Doetox Freé;
‘MrﬁSecreta’ry Peel hasloudly: exp1essed Hisyidis-

satlsfacgepfab their,course:+that is, at. ‘theieross-
© ings and jostlings, the qunks and quibbles, pur-

sual;glytqgwhmh?that exemplary. Minister of; Reli-
gmp,hgs sae-ong:heen able; to. elude the -grasp: «0f
JJ}ﬁ'Q];Qﬁ{(,‘ Upon, one, occasion,’ ,espemally,(‘.-,_: Febs:
19 18287, Mr. Peel avowed this feeling:: 1nﬁ;the.,
House, of «Gemmons, -and: stated, :that; inp @¥ma-
tional ;point « of-view, the Whole matter presented
the most-serious: ‘claims.to- the attentmn of the:
House ST The,beanng Whlch th1s mrcumstanem
hagupon ouryArgument, is, that the p;rofess;on@lm
defenders of the rever end gentlemah have beep‘
during; the progress of the affair,; ox; stlll [Are:
Members; of; the -very «'House”, thus,fappea,led
toszmwhile it iwas. the, 1esult of .their measures s,

te vt PRV S X0

© that, A8 of the1r stratagems . or. devices—legally,.
: dogbtless, but .as we:all know, offensivelys;to; j;he{

Coun};ry and dlsgracefully, successﬁll-—whlch wa
SO, ‘{{, ,ser;qusly” appealed agamst TAs names gma}qx

S (' GG E*;f_‘;

ST
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Jbrovght forward. by ;us, .to.. demonstla,te—-\.not
-only:-the. magmtude the. posﬂuve enormity of.the
peculiar evil, which, - at.this. ‘concludlng»stage of
our Argument” we have felt it .our-duty to

Ny treatof—-but to.prove also,: that not-thefaintest

_expectations of a-remedy. for that evil,

_entertained from, any moderation-which: our,P b

Jie: ‘men . will impose - upon - themselves.. -++/Eh
views of ‘these -Individuals, -as-it. regalds then
physical. Capab111t1es only. (not. to: raiseiquestions
about limits to theu mental ones) their,nations
of Respons1b1hty ; nay, even then ideas of. LCOI-
mon, Decency, being.what we see them: to,be—
mamfestly not one ray of hope ‘Tremains; $0.us,
that, from among themselves, ‘there will - spring

ap any cmrectlon or reform : of their- present
Apractlces ‘ ‘

TS SR *‘»"'

... some: quarter, therefore, Where the Welght
oJ;?_:he parties 1nte1fermg, will command SucceSs,

the. task ;must be. taken in. hand of 1nst1tut1ng

lnsatxable cravmg after 1nﬁuence, or. 1mp01tance,

after. -honour;- or emolument Whlch cextam in-

lelduals will-yield themselves up to:: In effect,

specific - boundarles, or. hnes of. demarcatlon, .
being fixed upon, it must be proclalmed to the
_Whole ‘class; of . Characters under. conslderatlon »
;-*-and it must be proclaimed, to them in.a yoice
.net to be, mlsunderstood——Hltherto shall you

" five Emp

A

“ne’ further -and: “here" shall- the rest-

sepme ind-
3 less,j 'xthe eVer-encroachmg, a]l—cmcum entmg .

'of thlngs‘ e ‘are now more 1mmed1ately repro—_
ba,tgngr-—that ‘the" feature in the character “of 50
‘many .ofour" “Mexmbers  of Parliament to shich.
W‘ez are £0: uncompromlsmgly hOStﬂe—lS to bé: ac-

planatlon .of What 1s meant by All Tnti ests ‘

‘bemg SO"represented ~If ‘anything stibstarifive

i§:cotitained ‘in that. doctrine; it implies; - ds far |

as. we ’cai percewe, that each Interest - of“the
Caunitry ;by possessing Representatives’ helbn_g—

mg to tsown- 1anks, or circle; ‘shouldsas often .

i peeuliar Concerns come: to be’ agltate ;
‘Parlianient; he: sécure of -thé:exertions and’mtés
'of bhese RepresentatWes, in-its! exclnswe*fav '
K suich an understandmg, be it observedi e
volves ‘in: it -a" prmc1p1e ‘no other: than%thtst-‘
thist our’ Statesmen-—-the Leglslators for the'ens
&,"‘may be governed in’ ‘their dondist
b 87 divedts regard to their “personals Tnteresty;
61, in “aiy ‘case, ‘by -fregard to ndividualjin

preference FoetHe T collectfve‘”lnt*erests of “the

N

e
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Community:jiAi ruler-of-détion, against which .

every ‘feeling - of: justice vand!-propriety-Lagainst

Swhichy: rindeéd; ‘Common - Sense: litsélf révolts

and-a -rule of action which': never:has!beeh;de-

~tected in our Leglslatms, but to' beibranded;with

the__ opprobnum it'deserves. <t s 1 nalvirre ol
iy however, * the do‘ét'rinb’ implie's Jess tchan
‘this;;if,in short; nothing-motrezisyintehdeds by
it; than" that Parties should: have:Seats: imythe
“Hotise*iof *Commons, . who: tay i serve vtheresas
‘T\extuleaook.% or:'Vade-mecums;-respeeting (prrti-
-otilar Wihlks-or ‘Vocations in‘life—oryshould tHhe
-reader. prefer the-phrase;:respectings ;paijﬁéular
<hnterests:in- the: Country—upon . thése-Inteiests

‘Thappening to :cause: discussion orito:needinves-
- tiggtion:;=-then immediately the dangér‘ présentéi
itselfy: that ‘a.regard to: individual, Interests. My

ibiass these: Members in: what., they {say; 1Ay,
even; uncenscmusly, ‘warp:. the Statements;they

think: fit; to. give::—besides which,.- -any suchidin-

terprétation: completely gives the: gosby to what

- is an integral part of our Legislative .Ecdnomy,

anamelys the system of appointing: Committees to
enguire.ard-report: to.the Houses-and swhich

Qomﬁtees; 618, well—known,>have power; over
: ‘iallquersg)ns, Papers, : Books,. &c.: ‘that:are:in any
<Way ,.connected :with. the topic, - or. subJeot, pro-

posedstol beilnvestlga,ted et i
ei-Qfithis Committee: Systemc-inithe wh,o] g;,gf; the

Cases that:aré dn sthemselves proper: to:be:xe-
forred:to;arLuegislative : ‘Fribunal—it:may safely

'bezafﬁrmeﬂ thatyit~is, IR RIGHTLY 'WORKED; most

amply-ddequate £o: its. 1ntended .purposes :—that

»f@mgettmguatu'the technicalities.of :a:question=+

for arriving at a knowledge either of; the arcanaw

oriof :the - ‘mihute details ' of-a: matter,. nothmg

'eanhmell \suipass-it:-—while, -besides the1grea,tser'
‘range ofisserutiny; and, therefore; far:greater se-

wenty; whiche it admits.of, the.:modeitselfoin-

E ﬁnmel)gzbetter ;comports -with the: dlgnlbyi—-mth
the Isuprémacy; indeed; -which a-Legislative:s-
‘vs.emblyﬁqught' ever:to maintainy ' - iy

e ;hpw

a2 Bubriveshave one additional :answer: itorgive

$ovthehrejoinder to uswe'are: supposings: scand
Pprovided: it be for a’moment: rumlnatedmupon,

the dnexpediericy; - though it should 'bé: ocat~
gount:ofsthe: Smgle fact there plea.ded' of: ateall
pebbisting:inithat rejoinder, will, we doubt: not;‘be
‘instdntly ‘diseerned. - That additional’ answer 48,
it Al i[nterests are: not representedv lingour:
ﬂheg1slat11re LE e L IR
a! Ifthes dlctum we here advance, standsunf the
‘Shghteéb meed-of ‘corroboration;: ‘welhave hutito

adduce the frequent and bitter complaints: swhich’

‘gur ‘Ship-Owrers utter, of bemg ‘unrepresénted
‘in:Parlidient ;—also the loud * ‘murmursj o the
same eﬂ'ect which  escape: from ‘the! Maiiufac-

turlhg, atid e cat tlmes, (from ‘theé > Comimercial -

SETLIAN ET T
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Under gﬂle ercum—,z

be tempte 3 ;to exclalm, thxt smgle Mem,bex{ of :

| the Lecnslature interposes his sh1e1¢r$here5. 10

screeh fmm ‘v’she harshest regulatlons, 1ton,savea

‘ to the,,professmn of Letters ’ : Who,\(tqﬁjﬁt;aka\
‘unde1 thelr protectmg care. thele, he Ihtexests

layl:;rht;he grlcultural portlon Qf them "m ;Whexez
ag;hr},,We:mlght .ask, . were,, to, ber,seen mjd)m;w
liament,, the sturdy, unﬂmchmg CHampions; of;
the }qhabltants of. oui. €olonies;, ;:and,; foreign,

‘ Dependenmes, When Mr Br ougham, ,m(the Caqu

néﬂ!_{, il 1t}be sald that recomse musf, be",

:%233’13 DF

had.to_opi | Ofﬁmal Charact;els,, our professighal:

: ‘N&nmgg} { pher,s, engaged m, the a,ctlveuWaIks;\
ol it f

- vastlpropottion

' by«ftak‘mg éffettual ‘stepsto” dor'aWa;yg“
‘hidéous dlsbm"seme‘nts ‘which* o'eneljally “attac] i
: téf Cﬁhdltlates, (Where the Electlontlé‘ ‘n 5 ’%?11 '

‘nemlhatlon ‘A’ 'Representatwes but '»
’Bfainféd ’the reckless, ‘ot the infatu ‘

181

ihtosplay a'far gréater qhﬁﬁtum of i the talerE éf
theﬂﬂountry—that is <Of ' theé: dlsehgag‘ed 5
eVeﬁy*Way 1ndepende’ﬁt talént of thé"C t‘ry‘,‘

m%'ul'tihg‘ fetté‘rs, 1h Whlch they ar"

ofrratirtyitg N Srbers to ‘Parhament—bub where,

agthinigs notw aré} the yelept’ L‘lebtom "iam }ﬁaéﬁ;'
 thigkrllest dhisicd of Chididates. And furthet

it “this'

thédestinies of an- Emplre to be 'conﬁ(iedt L
+5Biit the inea,sules here ‘hinted at’ apai't ﬁféét
itipottant &0’ we -deern it 0’ obseWe-—mdeed’ i
we mistake not, the declaration will prove‘ cjetfl(:g"
clusive in favour of the feas1bleness e,nd proprlety

of bur VleWs-—that we' qucniel no)c With tﬁi"fl "ss

as’ 1nehg1b1e to! ﬁll ‘the Leglslatlve Ofﬁce, sefely "

becauSe‘ of thelr “*Plurahhni\‘,”

so:l"ély‘t‘E 'b‘e?;a sé
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: chalge of then legislative dutles, a dlstracted'

mind, and a « divided allegiance.”. .
Tt is only Whlle this 1mputat10n rests upon

' ‘them, that our ban, as it respects them, 1S meant

to apply Then subordinate avocations, at their

own good. time, abjured—themselves, in conse-

quence, rendered the free, unshackled, and S0 .
far, at all events, dlgnlﬁed Agents, Whlch Legls- '
lators ought ever to be—and their accession to

‘the, Senate._the devotlon, in fact, -to the public .

serv1ce, of - their time, of their energles, of thelr\

’ expemence, and mental endowments— there pre-

cisely, where it has been the drift of our obser-
vations. now to forbid them entrance —~we W111 be
among the foremost to hail. - o

By reserving the elevatlon to the Leg1slature,
or eligibility for that elevation, as the- -highest.

- dlstmctlon to which the magonty of the parties
L in questlon could asplre but, as a ‘distinction.
“ too. ‘exalted to co-exist with minor. dignities or
. baser: pursmts,-——beneﬁts of magnitude—though
 of a less direct kind than those we have been
,contemplatmg——Would unless - we . greatly err,.

accrue to the Community. -~ But. that is a fea~
ture in the case, which the present is not the.

place for 1ns1st1ng upon e

END OF PART I

i Prmted by Lowe and Harvey, Playhouse Yard, Blackfriars, -




