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| OF THE .
COUNTY of DEVON,
| ' ‘ With Refpeéc to the -C?)nfequenceg' of the : : |
New Excise Duty dn CYDER and‘ PERRY.

Y an a& paﬁ’ed-in the laft feflion of Parliavmcht, a new Excife-
duty of four. thillings is impofed on every hogfhead of Cyder
and Perry which fhall be made in Great Britain, to be paid

. by the maker thereof, over and above all other duties already péyablc }

for the faid products; and this duty is put under the management and
receipt of the Commiffioners and Officers of the Excife; under fuch
regulations, penalties, and forfeitures, as in the faid act are particu-
larly-contained, and under all others provided of’ eftablithed by any .
other law already in force, rélating to the revenue of Excife on Beer,
Ale, or other liquors; and permiffion is granted to thofe who fhall
defire it, to compound for the duties on Cyder or Perry to be con-"
fumed in their own private families only, at the rate of five fhillings
per head yearly, not including the children of the compounder under
the age of eight years; and in cafe the family fhould be increafed at

-any time within the year, at the rate of five pence per head for each

cilendar month during the continuance of {uch inc;reafe.;

Iris ‘undodbtedly a moft unfortunate circamftance for this and: the
other counties, whofe moft capital interefts, their liberties and their |

property, are {o effentially affected by this bi.ll;’ that they had fo little

opportunity given them, cither of inftru&ting their reprefentatives, or
s ' B o . laying




(2)
laying their dutiful reprefentations againtt it, by way of petition, before
the Legiﬂature.‘ Scarcely were we apprized of its nature,  purport,

extent, and. the provifions eftablithed by it, than the advice we re- -

ceived, that it had paﬁ'ed the Houfe of Cgtnmons, rendered every ftep.
in our power for the prefent fruitlefs and ineffetual. Had the indul-
gence of being heard before we were concluded, been thoug.ht pro-
per, it is no unreafonable prefumption to flatter ouffelves, .that it never
would have paffed into-a law +for it is moft notorioufly evident, from

thie groundlefs and miffaken prejudices on this fubje& - which then pre- .

‘vailed, and had the main influence on the determination WhiCh' took.
- place, that.the nature ?Lndype\-culiar,circumﬁanﬂces_,of the commodity on
which this new duty is laid, were very little known or underﬁogd,
Even the gentlemen who formed the plan, had not been truly in-~
formed of; -or at at leaft had not fufficiently confidered, »thofefcwcum;«
ftances, otherwife they would not have clogged the collcé‘cim} of it
* with fuch-provifions, as are in part unneceflarily .burthepfomc, incon-~
~venient, and vexatious; and in part impra&icable,:'w-i’th’ou.t. fuiqh dgf
“triment to the products as would frequently render them of lmle‘vglguc,.
Neither can- it reafonably be fuppofed, that even the reprefentatives of
‘thofe pa‘r%é of the'kinngm which were pyincipally intcreﬁed’, 'coul}d;
be on' the fudden - prepared “with fo complete and com_prehenﬁve‘-.a.
‘k-nbwlege of thé point under debate, as to defend ‘the interefts of their
conftitaents in ‘the moft effeGtual manner, and to ftate the ruinous
‘confequences of this new duty, with all that ctearnefs ‘and evidence
which would have been neceflary to enforce convi&ion. Nor did the
fhoerthefs of the time, during which this matter was under the deli-
‘beration of the Houfe of Commons," permit them to avail themfelves.
of the advantage of confulting 'thei’r-;'cohﬁituerits, and receiving from
them the ‘neceflary informations. -Th‘»e»l'efs: 'the‘_r_efore’is‘-t‘h_e?wondf:;‘,,
‘that’ gentlemen‘“of ‘the other parts of ‘this ifland, wnacquainted with

B ‘-ihéfe“produ&s, and deftitute perhaps of every other meafure to direct: -

their judgment conéerning them befides the exorbitant price they fome-
times bear at London, thould be prevailed upon to believe this to be a
~ reafonable and equitable tax; and thatitis in truth, what the preamble

o the a& ftyles it, the: moft cafy‘m_eans. of raifing the neceflary .

“fupplies.

| (3 |
 We have now had leifure more than fufficient to confider this new
duty in every light, and to trace outits deftructive tendency through
every fatal confequence in which it muft unavoidably terminate.:. But
at the fame time, alas! we are in a very different,; and much more dif- -
advantageous fituation: all ourlabour is up-hill; and we muft ftruggle
with the authority of an eftablifhed law, and, which is ftill more dif-
couraging, with all thofe powerful prejudices which will ever militate
in favour of a revenue already in pofleffion.  We ought not, however,
to {uffer ourfelves to be difmayed -at{o unpromifing a profpe&, Ng
long time hath yet elapfed, fince the Legiflature gave a moft illuftrious
teftimony, in an ever-memorable inftance, that it doth not judge it be-
neath its dignity to refcind, even in - the very next-enfuing feflion, its

. own determinations, when, upon'a more‘d'eli‘berate;conﬁder‘a’tion‘,'-they‘

have been difcovered to have been founded on miftaken: apprehenfions,

and to have been contrary-to the general fenfe of the.nation.. - If, there«

fore, we fhall be able to-make it appear, -upon the fulleft and ftriteft
examination, that this tax is exorbitant, unequal, partial; thatit muft

- terminate in the gradual extirpation of ‘the very products on which it is

laid, and in its progrefs towards it involve in ruin many of his Majefty’s
moft ufeful fubjects ; that it muft, in the county of Devon at leaft, and
its neighbouring counties, greatly reduce the value and yearly income
of ‘the.landed property, which certainly. could not have been intended
by -the Legiflature ; that the fevere reftraints and arbitrary methods
of  decifion, introduced by -the Excife laws, -together  with, the meft
difagreeable and vexatious vifits of Excife officers, are herebyextﬁnde@

~ to the private houfes and families of every landholder who makes Cyder

or-Perry, and is above the dpgiﬁée of a cottager, and a precedent there-
by eftablithed, which will effeGtually authorife and juftify every future
extenfion of thofe laws, without exception, which f{hall- hereafter be
devifed or propofed, until: the Excife become the general method of

 colle@ing the revenue throughout the kingdom : If thefe points, as

has been faid, can befully made out; we may {urely promife-ourfelves -
that the fame regard to the reafon of “the thi]jg and the general fenfe
of the. pébple,*the fame {pirit of moderation and equity, which-at
that time prevailed, ‘will,» when more fully and perfectly -informed,

- exert itfelf on this occafion alfo, and as readily and effeGually co-

operate towards our relief from this infupportable burthen. To ob-
: - B2 0 tain
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,téin-this moft defirable end, by laying before the public the true and real

fate of our cafe, founded on inconteftible fa&, and the moft mode-~

‘rate computations, without exaggeration or -difguife, is:the fole drift -
and purpofe" of this prefent- publication. :

| AND" m thre-“ﬁr(’ck-plaée,iit .bi’s'.app'rehended that the exorbitance of

“this tax muft be evident, .when it is*‘-con‘ﬁdvered’ that 1t i_sfi;ttr l‘eaf’c:.eqq.alv '
" to the whole yearly rent of the land, whofe produce is the object of it.

An ac’fré"’of»‘well‘-;ccnditioned‘orchard-land'l is gene‘rallyi*‘le‘t‘t in this

‘county at"forty- fhillings a year; and its yearly produce, or a middle

" computation, will be about ten hogtheads at the pound : - the yeatly tax .

will confequently amount to forty fhillings. .But the c;i;cu‘g;;ﬁayfce: t.h‘at‘,
carries this exorbitance to an excefs of grievance, .1s,~~-that }/he;_lgn_d:
occupier is the perfon immediately _chz}rg'cdf with thls tax. He is ob-a
liged  to advance:the whole of it within fix weeks from the time the

| Cyder is made, and to take'upon himfelf every. fubfequet}t lofs that
' thall be fuftained, by his liquor ‘turning four or ropy on his hands, by
i1l flavour contraéted by bad cafk, by its finking in price upon the pro-
- fpec of approaching plenty, by bad/'debts,.-"c}'nd in thort by every acci-
~ dent to which fo hazardous a commodity is expofed. The cafe with

regard to Malt is quite the reverfe. The grower of the barley hasv no
concern with the tax : that is paid by the malt-maker ;. who undoubt-
edly takes care to proportion the quantity of his' ftock to the probable

© demand of the market, and to make pn?_viﬁo'n‘ in the article'of his
- profits for every drawback incidental to his‘trade. On the contrary,

the cyder-maker is under the neceflity of making his Cyder at the

~ seturn of the feafon, and of advancing the duty upon it too, how-

ever unfavourable his profpect may be of d‘iffpoﬁngi of it.to advan-
tage afterwards, unlefs he will be content to fit down with :'ghe lofs
of the whole rent of his orchard-grounds for that year: for his

apples are in no other view of the leaft ufe or value, but muft be

left .to rot under the trees ; while even the barley-grower, though
abfolutely free from all Tax or Excife, ‘enjoys ‘in the cheapeft ‘years
the relief of a bounty upon exportation; or, at worft, can, by

employing the produce Qf’h‘is:'lap‘ds.- inrr.f‘ced\inkg hvog’sl, ‘convert it i;ito ‘

k and bacon..:
> ."l? B Buz
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BuT the moft unreafonable inequality of this tax, as well as its ex-
orbitance, will be ftill more evident.from this confideration, that li-
quors of very unequal and difproportionate. value, are equally loaded
with the fame precife duty. To explain this, it is neceffary it thould
be known, that the Cyder of this county may be properly diftinguifhed
into three forts: one, which anfwers the purpofes of ordinary {fmall
beer, and may fell at the pound, at a medium, at eight thillings; and
when in the cellax, fully racked and cafked, at twelve (hillings and fix.
pence a’hogthead,  the price within a trifle which it actually cofts the
grower : a fecond, which may be compared to: common ale, -though
very far beneath it in general eftimation, ‘or rather to the better fort of -
table-beer, and which at the pound may fell, at a medium, ‘at fifteen.
fhillings ; and when racked and cafked at twenty-one fhillings the
hogthead : and a third, drawn from the" choiceft fruits, with  the
greateft care, and under the niceft management, which is never dif-
pofed of from the pound, but when thoroughly fine and in perfecion,
may {fell at fifty fhillings the hogfhead ; which-is the higheft price
given. for Cyder in this part of the world, excepting fome very few
particular inftances, wherein fancy may be fuppofed to have the greateft
influence ; and this beft fort may be compared to the better kinds of

- beer. Of the firft fort, is confiderably more than the one half of the

whole quantity of Cyder made in this county ; and it is for the moft - :
part confumed in the families of the growers, by whom it is very li-
berally diftributed to their labourers, whofe common drink itis : none

~of it finds its Way‘ into the public houfes, and not a great"deal intp pri-,
‘vate families, where it is alwaysf confidered on the footing of {mall

beer, as:its cheapnefs, in very plentiful years, is the only reafon of its
being fubftituted in the room of it, fince it very rarely, if ever, keeps
good beyond the year. The fecond fort is that which is commonly
{old to the public houfes, and the remainder either confumed in the
families of gentlemen, fubftantial tradefmen, and people in eafy cir-
cumitances of fortune, or is exported to London and elfewhere. The
third. fort, which doth not certainly exceed the hundreth part.of the
whole quantity made, and can be produced only from particular foils,
may be juftly confidered as an object of mere luxury and curiofity, and
is rarely met with but at the tables of gentlemen who make it, or of
fach others, both in town or country, as value themfelves upon the
B ’ ' ‘ ' elegance
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elegance of their entertainments, and fpare no coft to p very

et of every thing in its kind. “Now all thefe :thfgé’ fmts are at gw-
fent equally ‘and indiferiminately charged with the fame heavy duty
e 8 . B

of four thillings per hogfhead at the pound, jWl»)ibc‘b,‘;:“g}it.‘eir; Fhes f]gﬂ a;i—
Jowances made for the diminution of the liquor in quantity, by rack-
ine, before it becomes fine enough to be drank, will amount to more
L O" : ° 2

| v (hillines per hogthead in £, And upon this ftate of
* than five thillings per hogfhead in the cellar ~And upon this ftate of
:}lzncﬁijee*wé mﬁg;' gairlyi appeal to the equity of ‘every reafonable man,

whether 2 more glaring proof of the inequality of any tax need be given

than this, that’Vthe'cc‘)mmon?draught"Of “the indaftrious farmer, the

e At of the oot day-labourer, is  fubjeded to the fame
iecefiary drink of the poor day-labourer, 1s fubjectéd to the lame
?‘:«Ziiry?gzarge with ‘what is confumed in the families of people in eafy

circumftances, or'referved for the l‘u'xur'y of ~the:’§gl)ileman,; or thzgen-
tleman of rank and opulence. It'will ‘ti‘?doflbfedly b?' -fzud,» a1]11 51: is
true, that-it is impracticable to make th1$/d1‘{}1r\17&ror‘1 1p t’heb eo}_\eﬁz ﬁ);;
of the duty. But then this vé‘r;f“c}i-;’c@mﬁ'ancc 'cyle?rly Proygf t a‘.tv
Cyder is not'a’ proper object of taxation. The“‘ca& is qulte ifferent
“with regard to Malt-liquors. As to-thefe, befides that ‘the tax is-

* vaftly more moderate, every perfon pays t"c':nl 1tash1sch01ce mﬁymcllnze |
himi, ‘or his circumftances ‘permit; in exa& proportion to the quality

of his liquor, and the quantity of Malt allbwéd fin' brewmg it. Agam,
the exorbitance of this tax muft appear no lefs ftriking than “its in-

s _equality, when we thall refle@, that the drink confumed by the p“’o‘érf

rer for Liis neceffary fuftenance is loaded with a duty equal to
day-labourer for his neceffary fuftenance 15‘1”oade{" with a duty equal to
tvzf}; fifth parts of its prime coft : the Cyder which he drinks has been

~ already eftimated at twelve fthillings and fix pence a hogthead, cafked.

“and fit for ufe in the cellar; and the prefcntduty ﬂponzlt‘,'after*the ne-

~ ceffary allowances made for the wafte in reducing it to this condition,

will not amount to lefs than five fhillings pcr,hOg‘{.héad,' WthhlS j U-ﬁ
two fifth pax"ts of thdt furm ; while, at the fame time, the duties on 2

hbgﬂi"éad’o‘f Smali‘l'B‘eé:‘r,'c’\)f‘n‘ea’r'ly'ith‘e“famti value;, and anfwering

the fame purpofes, "do not exceed two fthillings and ﬁx pencethe

hogtheads

T H‘Ei{% 1sa foutth Tort of Cy‘déf; befides thefe already enumerated,

which fHould not be omitted.  This is made“io‘f’ -;W.ir.—}_»d-'fail‘fe“’,‘ | Ol‘frult
gallen tnder the tiees before it has attained its proper maturity. The
R o o ‘ quantity
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‘quantity of this Cyder is in no year in a contemptible, and in fome
years in a.very confiderable, proportion to what is better; and may be
fairly calculated at one fifth or fixth, at leaft, upon a medium -of the
whole quantity grown. Though it is feldom faleable, and.if it could
ever find a vent would fcarce ever exceed the price of five or fix; thil-
lings the hogthead, as it-will not keep good beyond the Chriftmas fol-
lowing; yet itis of great'advantage to the farmer, as it is drank in his "
family, and faves him the expence,of the better forts aslong as it lafts:
by which means he is enabled to carry a larger quantity of thefe latter
to the market. - But, if the’ prefent tax is continued, ‘no more of  this
kind will or'can be made ; as the amount of the duty will. be, generally
fpeaking, nearly equal to the real value of the liquor, the'expences of
‘making it beitig included; or: to above double the value of it, ‘thofe
expences being firft deducted. - This part of the farmer’s produc. will
be therefore abfolutely loft to him, and left to rot and perith under the

~trees; or rather, to prevent its mixing with -the .bstter fruit at the

general gathering, muft be removed to rot elfewhere, not without fome -

- expence to the farmer. .

ANoTHER unavoidable, though extreamly inconvenient, inequality -

of this tax, neceflarily arifes from the very uncertain and moft. difpro~
portionate quantity and value of 'its obje& produced.in different years.

In fome years there is a great and general {carcity.of Cyder ;. in others,
there is'a moderate plenty ; and.in others again, there is a great abun-

"dance; and even fuperfluity. - In years of great fcarcity, the amount.
~of the tax will be {fo fmall as not to be worth the.collecting, and will be

almoft entirely eaten up by the falaries of that number of extraor dinary

’-oﬁicetstho,nﬁui’cﬁécmployed in that collettion,  and kept in conftant -
- pay as long as certificates are neceflary, and there is any Cyder to be

removed. It is doubtlefs expected that this deficiency will be amply -
compenfated -in-the- years of greateft abundance ; but, if it is fo,. it
muft beat the expence of the farmer’s ruin. .. Thcc{ircumf’cances‘ of the
very laft year, which was what is commonly called a great bearing year,
afford the moft convincing, -as well as inconteftable, proof of this
truth. It is a well known fa&, thatin this,-county‘ many thoufand

- “hogtheads .of Cyder were fpoiled by being put in bad catks, and no
lefs a ‘qluantity wafted for. want of  veffels ;t‘Qz‘p,u_t,il:t;'ix;, -the price of

! which
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tities' of Cyder were {old near the fea-

(8 ) |
{o exorbitantly adVanced, as to amount to almott

which was by dcggeeé ‘ }
double the value of the Cyder itfelf; and that farmer thought himfelf

d make fo good 2 bargain, as to pro-

‘A Very fortunate man,’ who - coul )

in exchange for the quantity of Cyder it
and well known, that great quan-
coafts for exportation to New-

foundland at three (hillings and ﬁx—pence-rthe'hogfhcad at the pound,
a price which does not-exceed the very eXpences of making, not in-
cluding a land-carriage of feveral miles, and which can be accounted
for upon no other prin“ciple, than that reluctance people very natarally
feel at reje&ing and throwing to wafte thofe gifts which Providence .
feemed to have intended as 2 ‘blefling. And it {hould be obferved, '
that the Cyder fold at this price muft have been of that fort which is
‘diftinguifhed as the econd in the precedent enumeration, otherwife it
‘could not have borne fo diftant a {ea-carriage, Or been of -any ufe or
yalue when it afrived at the place of its deftination. - The general price
at the pound ‘of this fecond fort of Cyder was five fhillings and fix-
pence, and at moft feven {hillings the hogthead, .and at the higheft of
thefe prices the farmer muft have been 2 confiderable lofer, if we
compute the rent and tythe of his orchards, with the expences of
carriage perhaps of fome miles. But if this

cure a very-indifferent hogfhead
would contain. - It isno lefs certain

making, and of a land-

_tax had then taken place, his fituation muft have been deplorable. -

“The great and general plenty cut off all poffibility of advancing the
price ; fo that the whole tax of what he fold at the pound mutft have

" been a dead lofs upon him. To keep it, in hopes of a better market

"+ effe@, muft have been a general one,

in -the fpring,‘? was itnpraé'ticable, as he had nei_the'r cafks fuflicient to
‘contain it, nor cellar-room fufﬁcient to hoard it in; and, if the bulk’
of: it could have been hoarded; the continuance of the fame plenty, at’
“whatever diftance of time, would have influenced the price to his dif-
advantage in the fame proportion. - The only means of indemnification
left in his power was, by a refolution, Which? to produce; thc‘intgnded
‘ to proportion his ‘making to the

robable demand of the market, to have thrown away perhaps one
Falf of his apples, and to have converted the remainder only into

‘Cyder. The conclufion, therefore, which . neceffarily follows from .

-this 'reprefentation‘,‘ 1is, that it is utterly,impraé‘cicable to levy in very
plentiful years thofe deficiencies which are ‘incurred in years of great

o 3 L ety
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f?tarC‘?’- h.I,tPlxjahno&‘ngedlefs~to_remindtthe rea&eﬁ that no ine
lity of this, ind can ever poflibly h : -aacr, to > inequa-
Y OR RAS LRAEE R a ' e d e
liquors. : PoR Y ,kppen _Wl-th regard to Malt-
Ao e SR |
5 ta(;"r.ﬁsi{hkun'm.ﬁveia?le objection that may be very juftly made to
! 15 : tisin t : B f . a X
oF eXpatiq,t'ingd't' ;L :;1 in the ii]1g};e{’chdegr,ee partial. There is little nieed
£ Lapatialill 1:, e PFOO 0 t i’S aﬁ%rtioh . _[ . . ) e
ar S T N co g B . 3 . . t ]Sadm t } '
avowed, th . . itted an
lag Z“f}’lt‘m't. the "PlQV-lﬁon made for the principal and intereft of a Vardt
large debt, incurred in the publick fervices of the Awhovle kingdom -
’ Sl ole kin , 18

- charged: : : .
arged-only on a few particular counties, while the greateft part of

t )C .y : Y Y v .
til fl ﬁa;l d": enjoying an equal {h are of the advantages accruing. from
thofe fervices, doth not contribute a fhilling toward the exoonce of
them ; but becaufe the d ’ g towards. the expence: of -
. éf’ e e ¢ the gran pretence, which is moft relied on-in fa-

: iis tax, and indeed the only one which carries with it fa-

leaft ) o L
- leaft colour of reafon, is, that it is calculated to introduce an equality

of taxation throughout the kingdor by « | .
proportionable to ‘;‘hat alréady I:idogi’ B?I};lfh?r%n% : C}.’dgr with a duty
from it ; and becaufe his monment an: 3 and the liquors. produced
weight with the Houfe o gument appears to-have had the greateft
oot . e_‘_ oufe of . C?mmons in their'delibel'ﬁtiomsﬁconzem’in ,
1§ tax, and-was probably the very motive which inclined th 8
give it that preference which it met with, it will be :neyceﬁ"abr}iftt; r;lnitt(f),
Wi L Will De-neceiar -enter

. into the moft accurate examination of it.  And, ‘in the firft place, i

will be of moment to obferve, that Cyder is not the only - liquor

‘ér?nﬁ‘ln this ‘Cof’mt’y’ nor even the liquor moft drank in it.  The fa&
is fo far otherwife, that, take the county round, -Mal‘f—liqubrs are :h ‘

general drink, and -Cydér only.comes in as an auxiliary. And the

;rl;th }(if IES falt was Proyedf.b.y an evidence beyond contradiétion be
ore the Houfe of Commons in- the laft feffion of Parliament. while
’ R RS

1%6 tax we-complain of was flill under confideration. An account of
the yearly produce of the Malt-tax in the . feveral counties of thcf
i - Pl Cs: LS

- kingdom, for the laft feven years, was called for, ordered, and thofe ‘

a - » -

tlc;'cour.l,ts for ‘thc; moft part were actually laid before the Houle.  From.

éoinli ;,,t,a%qpear_s, that for thofe years the produce of that tax ‘i“\tl:e

ounty of Devon was fuperior to-that of moft of the other COL}[}tiég
; . 5

and exceeded only by that of the counti ‘
egded: ¢ y. that of the c ties of York and Middlefex
‘The force indced of this proof hath bcenattempted,to be elulggc}iefet;'

aleribing  the lar - L L ,

ribing . the large product of the i thic. ear L

- . 1arge prod a’- f that tax in this county principally to
| ‘ I the
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the number of prifoners of war maintained within it during thofe
yeax%é; and to the King’s Brewery for the ufe of his fleets at Plymo_t.xt-h,;,
But this laft allegation is founded on a miftake ; fince it is a notoﬁous
fa&, that the Malt made ufe of in that brewery is almoft wholly fup-
. plied by contradors from other counties, who are able confiderably to

underfell the maltfters of Plym‘ou‘t‘h and its neighbourhood. - ‘As ‘to '

the prifoners of ‘war, the number of them confined at Plymouth, Ex-

cter, - and “Biddeford, and refiding at Taviftock, and other towns,

‘where they were on . their parole, did, in'the three laft years of the
‘war, amount' to about 11,500, and"in- ’the' other preceding years. to
~about 8000 ; {o that 16,000 may be fuppofed to be the middle number
on the whole' of thofe years: and whoever fhall confider," thatf'th’e
-amount of the duty, on this extraordinary confump’tion, cannot €x-
~ceed 100071, a year, on the foot of the publick allowance of a quart a
"man a day, and two bufhels to the hogfhead ; and that it is in great
‘meafure counterbalanced by the great quantities of Beer, Ale, and Por-
- ter, imported fromother parts of ‘the ifland, at Exeter, Plymouth,
and other ports of this county, will find, that, whatever allowance

~may be thought reafonable in this refpeé, it will be infufficient to ac-
‘count for more-than a very fmall proportion of this large produce ; nay,.

“in fac, the county of Hants enjoyed a much larger p_rOp‘o,‘rtion of both
thefe*advantages; and yet it is apprehended, that the produce -of the
Malt-tax in that county was not found to exceed, if it even equalled,.

that of our own. The real truth is, that Cyder is the common drink -

in the country only among farmers and their labourers; while great
" quantities of Malt-liquor are confumed even there in the families of
the gentry, even of moderate fortune, the clergy, and the more fub~

ftantial farmers; and that in cities and towns, among trade{men and”

“handicraftfmen, the geheral confumption is of  Malt-liquors, and
‘Cyder is admitted, even in the moft plentiful years, only for the fake
of variety. T

Bu'r to come yet nearer to the point in queftion: If we fhould admit
.this principle, that juftice requires an equality of taxation to be-efta-

bliﬂlﬁ:d"thl‘Otlghout the kingdom, a {cheme however utterly imprac&i- -

‘cable, even by a general poll-tax, or a general excife, yet certainly the
fame juftice requires that it fhould be admitted only (efpecially with

~regard,

- great and general fall of rents, which would be the certain and inevita-

(1)

regard to the neceflaries of life) under this modification, that the

commodity taxed thould be every-where to' be procured at nearly the'
fame original price ; for furely it would be moft unjuft, moft unequal,
moft unreafonable, that a Devonfhire farmer, who pays already for a-
certain neceflary-of life without a tax, as much or more than a farmer

of the corn and ‘malt ‘counties doth with the tax included; fhould bei¥
furtherloaded, undeér this {pecious. pretext of equality, with a new tax

on ‘that neceflary of forty per cent. upon its original value. Such a

hardthip would frike at cultivation itfelf; and' it would be impractica-y
ble to carry it on under fo greatly increafed an expence. - So far would
the Devonthire farmer be from meeting the farmer of the corn coun-~

ties at the fame markets abroad on an equal foot, that this latter. would:

{oon beat him out of his own at home. Even as matters ftand with us

at prefent, our farmer labours under great difadvantages. From the

nature and peculiar circumftances of our lands, his tillage cofts him' 4

near one half ‘more than in the corn counties before he can get his! ‘

corn in ground ; and. he is obliged to employ a much greater number!
of labourers, and'make ufe of a much more expenfive manure. Hence
we are enabled to account for a fa&, which hath not perhaps been hi-
therto fufficiently attended to, that above one-half the bread fold by
the bakers, and a large fhare of that made in private families, ‘in the.

city of Exeter, is made of flour brought by fea from the eaftern parts

- of theifland. But, if this heavy burden fhould be fixed upon us, the .

dealer in flour from the eaft would foon be enabled to ﬁnd his way even
into the very heart of our county; nor would there any other remedy
poflibly be found to -put our farmer on the level with him, but that

ble confequence of o manifeft and ruinous an inequality.

- LET us now proceed to examine, whether the confumption of Cy-

o ge

Eaicact.

derin the farmer’s family is not, even without the new duty, fullas . .~

ftituted in its place, the Malt-tax included. We have already com-
puted the Cyder to ftand him in twelve thillings and fix-pence a hogf-

| cxpenfive to him as the Malt-liquor would be which might be fub- '

head in the cellar, fit for ufe.  That this price is the very ,lowef’cf,i‘t-wcalrll‘] E
be fet at, will appear from the following calculation, which may be

depended on.. We fuppofe an acre of orchard-ground will produce

C 2 . oate,
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/;”7/57 at the pound, cémmum’ém annis, xtenA hogfheads -of Cyder: '.T:he '-farw"“

» £

L_,ti"::’ head, on eight hogtheads, .
o ,z?»"/// e -
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mer’s expences on them will be as follows : -

. .20 0

. To the tythe of ten hogtheads, at 6d. each, .. 0 5o
. 9 'To gathering, making, and carriage, to and from the}} e
«/_ pound, on ten hogtheads, at 3s. 6d. each, . . §7 77 "
Twice racking at leafl, at 6d. per hogthead, - . . e 50"

Cofts and wear of cafks and cooperage, at 1s. perf,‘hogf-gd 86

L4 130
Thefe ten hogfheads of Cyder, when cafked, ‘cellared, and fit for ufe,
will be diminithed, by racking and wafte, one-fifth part of the quan-

S If ”nty, and the farmer will confequently have eight hogtheads only left.

Eight hogtheads at r2's. 6d. will amount to'no more than 51. from
-which deducing 41. 13s. which it actually coft, remains only feven
fhillings on the eight hogfheads to indemnify him for all the various
rifks of “his liquor’s {poiling, or. being loft by leakage. . We have not

R reckoned a farthing for the farme"r’,svpro‘ﬁ't ‘(onv this 'Cyder; be’caufe itis™
produced merely for the convenience of his family and labourers, and -

. is not for the moft part fold. * This profit therefore will be more pro-

perly charged to the account of the fecond fort of Cyder, which is.

“made chiefly for file.

LzT us next compute the price of a hogfhead of ‘Malt-];qgor; In
- years of great fcarcity of Cyder, it has been the common and ufual

practice among the farmers. of this county to brew in its ftead Small=.

beer of three bufhels of malt ’t()},th‘e hqgmead,: “t’he‘ expenceﬁqf which:

isas follows:

‘Three buthels of malt at the middle price of 3s. per buthel,o 9 o
-Oné.pound and quarter of hops at'1s. peh p'Quz}d;" - . .01 3

" Fiz& and labour at Lo s .. 0 10
" Ufe of brewing-utenfils, and ufe and wear of catk, . . o 10"
L o123

From

*:5 o From which muft be deducted fix-pence for the value of the grains,
which reduces the price to twelve fhillings  and three-pence’ the
hogfhead.  This fmall beer anfwers all the purpofes of common ufe
\5 ' in the farmer’s family. But it muft not be diffembled; that in" thofe
; years of fearcity it is alfo ufual to brew for the ufe of the mowers and
<  ‘reapers in harveft-time a better fort of “Malt-liquor, of five buthels of
- malt and two pounds of hops to the hogthead, which will encreafe the
i A price of it to nineteen thillings ; and, deducting the value of th‘é'igr‘a(i‘n's
& ‘ ~° and the yeaft or barm, lefs than eighteen thillings the hogthead. But
‘when it is confidered, that this extraordinary provifion is made but for
i a fixth part of the year, that the farmer is frequently obliged to expend

i in his harveft large quantities of his better fort of Cyder, on account

of ‘the cuftomary preference given to that liquor, which would yield
him 1l 1s. at the market, and that Cyder is always diftributed on ‘
thofe occafions in. a much larger prc;portion than Malt-liquor, the

- comparative expence of the two liquors will be reduced to pretty near -
an equality. 'We have computed the ufé and wear of catk on Malt-
liquor- at {o low a rate in proportion to. the fame article on Cyder,..
“becaufe Small-beer muft be brewed every month, and perliaps oftener;
‘whereas Cyder is made but once in the year. o

ANoTHER confideration, which will be of great moment towards
invalidating- the argument drawn from the pretended 'inequaﬁty of
taxation, 1is, that Cyder hath already paid this tax, and compenfated
‘this inequality, in great meafure,. by its contribution towards the

& land-tax. +Orchards are no modern improvement in Devonthire : they

exifted before the Revolution, " though' perhaps not quite to fo large an
extent as at prefent. They were then rated on the fame foot as other
lands, in proportion to their yearly value; that is to fiy, in a double
proportion to arable and pafture grounds. It would therefore be in the
higheft degree unjuft, and unequal, that they' thould pay the {ame, or
a greater, tax a fecond time, under-a different denomination. As to
thofe orchards planted fince that time, the general rule, it is appre-
hended, has always been t’hrougho’ut the kingdom,- that as bad
hufbandry is not admitted as a pretext for-abatement, {0 neither thould ,
improvement ‘be-eftcemed a juft reafon for the increafe of this tax,
except i fome very extraordinary cafes: “T'is upon this" foundation -
o ~ - ’ ‘ that
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that the proportions of the feveral counties are continued upon the

fame foot as at the original taxation, though fome of them have been

gﬁnce, ahd that in a very difproportionate degree, improved in value
and yearly revenue. We fhall juft mention the extreme confufion and
perplexity this tax will occafion to the commiffioners of the land-tax,
in cafe either a reduction of the rents, or the extinfion of the or-
chards, fhould be the confequence of it, as one of them infalliblys
un’dlb‘othbf them moft probably, will be fo. - Difputes concerning the
pr.‘opohrtion‘ of the abatement will unavoidably arife in every parith,
and it will be a - moft laborious, as well as invidious, tafk for thofe
commiflioners to adjuft it. Few gentlemen would chufe to take upon
them fuch a decifion ; and it may very poflibly happen,- that even the
effectual levying the land-tax may fuffer, for want of a fufficient
number of acting commiffioners. L . o

~ Bur this is not the whole, nor the greateft part, of the grievance.
Orchards are confidered in- the eftimate of eftates ‘in every other
publick affeflment, to the poor, to the church, to the highways, to-
the county rates, as well.as to the land-tax. The {ame contribution
muft be continued in every one of thefe refpects, after the confidera-
tion on which it was founded is extinguithed, or the juftices, at their
general quarter-feffions, muft be overwhelmed by the number of
- complaints, which it will be impracticable for them to determine by
a fatisfaGory adjudication. . Coa

I hath been afferted by a writer 1n the publick papers, ‘who,appea‘rhs :

to have underftood little or nothing of the fubje& he undertook ' to

treat of, that the weftern counties are rated much lower to the land-

tax than the other parts of the kingdom. The very reverfe of this is
- the truth, at leaft with regard to Devonfhire. The eftates in this
~ county are in general rated as high, -even according to their nominal
wvalue, as thofe in moft other counties in the kingdom, London and
the counties adjacent “excepted,. and indeed “much higher than the
northern counties. * But, alas! the nominal value is not the real one.
In Devonthire, the poor-rate, church-rate, highway-rate, county-rate,
the expence of parifh-apprentices, and the whole of the repairs,. are

-born by the landlord, and not by the tenant. When thefe deducions

I _ are
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aremade, an eftate of 100l. perannum will not produce clear above 7ol-
out of which the land-tax too muft be fubftra&ted. In the eaftern and
northern parts of the kingdom, the landlord receives his nominal rent
clear from all other charges, except the land-tax ; fo that itmay with
truth be affirmed, that an eftate of 7ol. a year real rent, clear of all
deductions except the land-tax,.in Devonthire, is at leaft equally rated
withan eftate of 1o0l. a year in-moft other counties; and hence it
arifes, that an eftate in one of thofe counties will fell for thirty years

purchafe, and more, while the greateft part of thofe in Dévonthire are

commonly fold at twenty.

Tuze laft confideration we fhall mention in anfwer to this fpecious

argument is this, that it hath been judged expedient by the public
wifdom to grant, for the encouragement of agriculture, a large bounty

- on the exportation of grain ; and for the encouragement of our manu- _
facture, an additional bounty of fifteen pence a quarter on the export-

ation of Malt: whereas not :the'l‘ea{’c'bounty is given on the exportation

of Cyder. Devonthire exports, indeed, confiderable quantities of
grain ; but much lefs, in proportion to-its cultivation, than many other
- counties, which, for this reafon, are diftinguithed by the name of the
‘corn-counties : but it exports no Malt, or fuch a mere trifle as is not

worth mentioning. It contributes, however, equally ‘with every other

-part of the kingdom towards the payment of thefe bounties, -though.
it draws back fo difproportionate a pact of the one, and next to

nothing of the other.  Thus an inequality is already eftablithed to our
difadvantage, which certainly mérits fome indulgence in return.  ‘We

are, however, {o far from grudging or repining at the advantages fome

counties may reap, in confequence of the general maxims of gocd

‘policy, that we contribute our fthare towards them with chearfulnefs.

We have, therefore, the more occafion to be furprized at the very

extraordinary inftru¢tions, which it hath lately pleafed a Grand Jury

of the county of Norfolk to addrefs to their reprefentatives. It is well

‘known, that greater quantities of Malt are exported from that ‘county

than from-any other in the kingdom ; and coh”fequ‘ently,; that it*e’njoys
the largeft thare in the advantages of that bounty. It is with a very

“ill grace, therefore, that thefe gentlemen have thought proper to.
‘lead the way, and to fet an example to the other corn and malg-

countics,
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counties, in their endeavours to difappoint us of the relief we are
applying for, by means of .an artful tack, from which it is evident they
themfelves do not propofe to derive the lealt immediate advantage to
the county they take upon-them to reprefent. But it would be injurious
to the gentlemen of that county, to fuppofe thefe inftructions exprefs
their general fentiments; and we rely upon their candor and equity,

that they will not approve of an attempt to baffle the efforts 'we are
making towards our deliverance from a moft grievous burthen, from
which they are wholly exempt; while we moft contentedly pay a

large proportion towards thofe peculiar emoluments, of which they

“have long enjoyed the much larger fhare, andin one of which we have
~not the leafl participation., o

Wz proccéd,{ in the next piace; to enquire, how far the landed
property in this county will be affeéted by this new duty; and in

order to determine this point, it will be previoufly neceffary to examine

how far the intereft of the tenant or farmer may fuffer by it. 'The
moft natural method of afcertainin g this, will be by confidering what
are the farmer’s prefent profits upon his orchard-grounds ; and whether
they are large enough to bear fo great a. deduction from them, as muft

" be iri.tro‘_duced, by this tax.  We have already diﬁinguiﬂled«twd different

forts of Cyder, the one confumed in the family, and by the labourers,
of the farmer, the other chiefly made for fale. We have fuppofed that
thefe two forts are made nearly in equal quantities, though it be cer-
tain that the quantity of the firft fort greatly exceeds that of the fecond.

Indeed, a very confiderable part of the county produces fcarce any
other ; and almoft the whole produ@ of that part ferves only for
family-confumption, or for fale to the neighbouring farmers  or land-

holders only, ‘whofe orchards may have happened to fail ; .or to the
day-labourer, for the ufe of his family at home. Let us, however,

fuppofe farther, that a farmer rents two acres 6forchard—grc)i;nd_, at the

P

common rate of forty ﬂ)illi,n_gs per acre; and that thefe may be expected |

to produce him, communibus annis, at the pound, ten hogtheads of the firft

fort of Cydér, dhd;téxl thﬂiﬁadS of the f_e’cond_. VV ¢ have -éh-éajdy feen ‘
that the ten firlt hogtheads make the farmerlittle or no return of proﬁt;

but muft be charged to the account of mere cons reniency. Letus now

fee’what will be his profit on the other ten hogtheads made for fle.
” ‘ 3 o We

‘upon fale at the pound, of this fort of Cyder, will be,

( 177y

We have already admitted that they will fell at the pound, at a middle

- price of fifteen fhillings each, and confequently the produce of the

whole number will be feven pounds ten thillings. ' We muft therefore,
in the next place, take a view of what dedu®ions muft be made from
this fum, for the expences preceding the fale from the pound, after

having premifed, that we have added fix pence per hogthead to the

expence of making this fort of Cyder, beyond that of the ordinary fort,
and that very juftly; for the ordinary fort is feldom fold, but made
almoft entirely for family-confumption, and therefore the carriage is

only to and from the neighbourhood of the pound : whereas what is

fold at the pound, of the hetter or fecond fort, is often carried fix or
feven miles, to the habitation of the buyer, and {fuch carriage may at

e e e

a medium be eftimated at three miles, which is well worth the fix

pence per hogthead extraordinary charged for it ; as it emplays two
horfes, and a man to drive them. The expences therefore of the farmer,

‘ L. 5 d,
For rent of the ground, at 40s. per acre, . . . . 2 oo
For gathering and making 10 hogtheads, at 4. perhhd. 2. o o -

~ For tythe, at 6d. hogthead , . , . . . .+ 0 50

4 50

‘Which fum being deducted from 71 10s. remains 3 I 58, Now it

is 3 maxim univérfally eftablithed and admitted, that a farmer cannot
afford to live, maintain his family, and make a provifion for the lofs
and difappointments he fo frequently meets with on his produ&s, unlefs
th@ clear profits on his farm are at leaft equal to the rent he pays'fof
it.. As‘we have therefore made no allowance for profit on the ten
hogtheads of ordinary Cyder, we muft charge the whole of them, to
wit, 41 per annum, on both the two acres, to the account of the
better fort of Cyder. And upon this foot, the farmer, jnftead of fécing
that return of profit on his orchards, without which he cannot live,
will find it deficient by 7s. 6d. on every acre, or 1 §s. on two acres ;
which will more than doubly counterballance that trifling profit which
refults from our precedent compptation upon hi,s‘oxfdin‘a'ry va.der,l, If,
therefore, this new duty fhould be continued, it is evident '.tb,ayt, the

- whole of it muft.come out of the pocket of the farmer.

D BiJT
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-Bur it will be faid, that by keeping his Cyder till the f_p;ing, ‘which
is- the féa-fon ~wherein he can difpofe of it moft advantageouily, the
farmer has it ‘in his power to make himfelf ample amends. Le‘t‘ us
therefore afcertain what will be - his increafed expence, .andjwhat his
ihéreafed profit, in this cafe; ;dev after having premifed, ths}t the
quantity will be diminifhed at leaft. by one ﬁfth, the former will- be
as.folklows-ﬂ_:_ o Lo d

Racking four times, at gd. per time, on eight hogfheads }‘.o, g
. atrs.oeach v L L Lo e 0 Y
- Ufeand wear of catk and cooperage, at leaft 1s..perhhd. o. 8 o'
- As. one half may be probably fuppofed to be fold toy « -
= ,publichoufes,‘wherci it is-an eftablithed - cuftom to| -
expend 1s. on each hogthead fold, to wit, 6 d. on the-

. bargain, and 6d. on the payment, weé muft therefore |
add onthe whole ~ « v "o v i e e w0 d

| TR P 1o
The f’érm’er’s‘;iﬁ'éreaféd”prdﬁt‘ 6n éighf vhpg’ﬂ‘i’cadé; atés pf::rlh‘()gfl'l,eadi,
will be 21. 8's. éut of which fubfira&ing 11. for his increafed expence,

remains 1l. 8s. out of which fum we muft further dedut 15s. to

- make good the deficiency on' the living kp}roﬁt’,"“as gboy¢ ‘calc;gla’t:ed,{ at
the pound ; and then there will remain gnly' I 3‘;",‘ thagfvvci:hand' ‘@1_['—-
charge a duty';’of 21. being’ i'tsaAmbUth“ on ten hogﬂl_eads‘a; ,'Eheb pou{;d?
or eight in the cellar.  This will be the cafe even on that Cyder which

. the farmer fhall have improved to the utmoft; and referved for the-

~ very beft market ; without making the leaft provifion for the fpoiling

er wafting his liquor; for accidents by fire'; for bad debts, which, at -

leaft on what is fold to the public houfes, are very frequent ;- oﬁr"f‘biﬁ

the intereft of his money, ‘which fo long lies dead ; together with a

reafonable profit on the head of it, without a juft expeQation of which
no trade’whatever would or could be carried on. When proper allow-
afices are made for cach of thefe articles, it will be found that the
farmer, even in this moft advantageous manner of ‘di’fpbﬁng“_of his
Cydef, ‘will have been able to draw: bac‘l‘{“{li‘t;t‘;l”e"‘o;‘1‘1ching; of the
duty, and that the whole of it will turn out to be a clear lofs to him.

It
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IT will doubtlefs be fHill infifted on, ‘that the farmer will be able to
reimburfe himfelf for the full amount of this new duty ‘upon the con-
fumer. Let us therefore® confider how far this can ‘poffibly be: the:
cafe. - And'in thefirft place, it is evident that the duty on all the Cyder
confumed in the farmer’s family, which is more than the one half of
the whole quantity made, muft be a dead lofs upoen him; for which he
can ‘neither hope nor receive ‘the leat reimburfement: and as to that
part.of it which is fold, it muft be confidered that the price of Cyder -
doth not in the leaft depend on what it may have coft the farmer,
but on' the quantity brought ‘to the market, and on its proportion in
value to:the éof’cof“l\/[alt‘-liqxior. “For the firft of thofe reafons,. it
is impoffible for the farmer to reimburfe ‘himfelf -on the confumer in
very plentiful years, fuch as the laft: this is-undeniably evident frony
the experience of that year, when that very plenty itfelf laid the farmer
under the neceflity of difpofing of his Cyder. at .a lefs price thanit
actually coft him'; .and in many plac'és, for ‘evenr_lefs ‘than the expence
of ‘making and carriage. Infuch years, therefore, it is.certain there
can be no reimburfement, but the whole Tofs muft fall on the farmer.
And in years of middling produce, the price of . Cyder muft necef-
farily ‘be ‘regulartéda.-by that of"Malft—liqudr,'! ‘which, forthe better fort:
of table-beer, we have already thewn, will not exceed 18s. ithe hogf

~head ; which price, whenever that of Cyder fhall greatly exceed, the

former will always be preferred, and the Jlatter will have but dittle
chance for fale. - It is, therefore,- material to add, that thé fale. of
Cyder to private families in the city of Exeter, and in the confider-.
able towns in the county, "beginévalréady greatly to decline; it appear-
ing daily more and more clearly: upon- trial, that, confiderin g the great -
wafte made in the confumption of  it, good table-beer, of five bufhels
to- the hogfhead, is 'much the cheaper liquor.” If this is the cafe
already, how utterly impracticable- muft it then be for the farmer teo
levy on the cenfumer fo large a-tax as  5s. per hogthead, which he
has aétvally advanced, and which is equal to* the whole rent of his
orchard ; :much lefs that reafonable profit which every man juftly
expes from the ‘money helays out?. In truth, there can be no.reafon- -
able-expeétation of "a reimburfement, except-in. vears of very great

fearcity, when Cyder ‘comes ‘to be: confidered as a imatter of  merc.

o S e
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. In this ftate of the cafe, and under thefe ¢ifcumhftances, what muft
_be the unavoidableconfequence? Thefarmer undoubtedly will take care
of his owh interefts, on the very firft opportunity that it isin his power
to do fo, and will no longer continue fo ruinousa drain upon him than
he is obliged toit, in virtue of fome {ubfifting covenant. Under the
weight of this oppreflive duty, as orchards will be no longer an im-
provement, becaufe they produce no extraordinary profit beyond other
lands in common, “he will with-great juftice conclude, ‘that he fhould
© pay no extiaordinary rent for them : confequently, he will at leaft infift
on the immediate abatement of one half of their prefent rent, in order
to reduce them upon the fame level with other lands, But this is- far
* from being the whole : as the difadvantageous influence of this duty
will extend itfelf through the whole of his cultivation, as hath been
already clearly fhewn, and as it {ubje&ts him, in other refpeéts, to
numerous hardfhips and inconveniencies, as will more fully appear
hereafter, he will expect a much larger abatement, an "abatement on
the whole rent of his farm taken together. Nor is this apprehenfion
" founded merely in fpeculation, much lefs is it the offspring only of 2
heated imagination ; actual experience hath already confirmed it, even
in the thort time whichhath intervened fince the impofition of the duty.
Itis a well-known fa&, that many farmers, whofe leafes were near
ex'pi'ring,’ have already given notice to their Iandlords, that they will
pay no more for the future than 2o0s. an acte for their orchards. Others
have infifted, on no other foot than this, upon an abatement of ten
per cent. on the whole rent of their farm, and have fucceeded. Others

~ have carried their pretenfions fo ligh as an abatement of one fifth of .

the whole rent, on eftates where Cyder makes a confiderable part of
- the produé. Thus the Jandlord will find himfelf under the neceflity of
taking his eftates into his own hands, fubje& to the very fame lofles,
hard(hips, and inconveniences of which the farmer complains, and to
all the confequences of the ignorance, negligence, and knavery of the

fervants whom he muft employ in the management of them ; or he muft |

fubmit to comply with the demands of his tenant, who ean fo much
~ - better guard againft them. Thus, to place the matter on the moft
favourable foot, the landlord is at onece deprived of the one half of the

. yearly income of his orchards; the lands employed this way are reduced
- to the fame common level in value with thofe employed in tillage or
| 4 ~ o ~ palture,
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pafture, and confequently he cannot, without the imputation of great
folly, be f_uppof_ed to continue the conﬁant, annual, though fruitlefs
expence of fupporting and recruiting the orchards already fubfifting ;
much lefs can he have the leaft inducement to plant new ones. The

certain confequence, therefore, of this duty will be, that the prefent-

orchards will be fuffered gradually to decay; no new ones will be
planted, except for mere curiofity or luxury ; and it will at length be
found, that, like the viper which is fuppofed to eat out the bowels of
its parent, the duty will in the end have nearly annihilated the very
obje& from which it arifes. . :

BuT in the pfogrcfs towards tl_ﬁs defolation, what numbers of his
Majefty’s moft ufeful fubjeéts will be either utterly ruined, or at leaft
greatly impoverithed? The tenant under a leafe, the expiration of which

~ is yet at a confiderable diftance, will, as long asit continues, be him-

felf obliged to bear the lofs of the whole amount of this duty ; by which
he will be gradually drained in many cafes of the whole, and in all of
great part, of that little fortune which he has been enabled to lay up
as the fruits of hard labour and continual induftry. The tenant under

‘a leafe for years determinable on lives, at a {fmall high rent, and a fine
. on renewal, which is a very common way of letting eftates in this county,

would, in order to leffen his yearly lofs, very gladly fuffer his orchards
gradually to decay ; or perhaps, in order to afcertain his lofs at once,
totally extirpate them. But he is reftrained from it by a covenant,
which obliges him to maintain his orchards, as well as the other parts

 of his eftate, in good repair during the term, under thé penalty, not only

of making full fatisfa&ion for fuch breach of covenant, but even of being
¢jeCted, when the damage thereby accrued fhall amount to a certain

~value. It may, indeed, be objeted, that as orchards will now no l‘ongér :
“be confidered as an improvement, but rather as an incumbrance, the

landlord will readily permit fuch a breach of covenant, or at leaft cont-
nive at it, as a matter of indifference. But, befides ‘that itis a very
uneafy and difagreeable circumftance to lie continuallyat the mercy of
another, the landlord would have a real inducement to exact the per-

- formance of this covenant. - The more the pernicious confequences of
this tax difplay themfelves, the ftronger will the general expectation be '

that it will at :lc;n' gth be repealed, if ,fqr_ no other reafon, yet certainly

Cfor
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for ‘this, that it Willéﬁ'e&dall‘y‘repeal itfelf at laft, by aéﬁroying its o?b'.;’i
je€t; and whenever it fhall be repealed, orchards will again’ become a
real :injpi‘qvelnéfﬁ't,’_’wh}i‘ch' itis iﬁ'thé power of vt’hé“’landloi'd:‘tb feéu’_fé to’
himfelf, - whenever that event may take place, at the expence of the

AxoTmer body of men, and that one of the moft uféful and valuable
in the kingdom, who will participate the moft deeply in this general

diftrefs, are thé tenantsof fmall tenements, from zol. ayeardownwards.” -

As they bring up large families upon the flendeieft means, and in b‘rdé’:’
to do it, are obliged to fubmit to conftant hard labour, and the ftriteft
frugality ; as they may be confidered as a feminary; whence the more
{ubftantial fet of ‘farmei’s”axjc»thtiliqzilly reCr_uijfeid“ and ﬁipplied; ‘they
certainly deferve the greateft encouragement and indulgence from the’
public.  Whatever is extorted from them, may very truly be faid to'be
wrung from the hai‘d_liaﬁ”dS'Of ‘A induftry and ‘poverty. NbW‘fh;‘ef very
fubfiftence of thefe pcople depends in grqat'megfure‘ on the Cyder they -
make, ’the'ir“orchards‘ being in much gxfc;at'éxj" prbpoxftipp to their other
lands, than in larger farms.  If, therefote, this produ¢t thould, as if
‘moft certainly will under’ 'tl‘iis"c‘lu‘ty,."‘igﬁe’ad ‘of ‘being of %dvalitagé‘fo ‘
them, prove the fource of perpetual recurring lofs,’ 'théyjmuf’c‘:fob_ﬁ”bé'
i'il‘e‘}itably ruined, obliged to throw up theit“téﬁ’e’rnents, and “at length
reduced to the mean condition of common day-labourers. The charge

of fupportmg their ‘fa;’ﬁiliég will fall:upbn‘ the pardh, and ‘the landlord -

Will;}be'nec‘eﬁi'tht‘éd’»tb'inake‘ an abatement in his rent of at leaft one

third, and in many inftances of one half, Dby laying the lands to fome

adjacent farm, and “converting ‘the houfe into an habitation for @
THERE are, befides thefe, another fet of men greatly affected by the
prefent tax, to wit, that part of the eftablithed clergy who have the
latgeft cures, and the leaft provifion, the country vicars. The tythe of
apples in this county is tli‘efvc‘x'yfb‘eﬁ!o"f thé'ﬁnalli‘tythcs :itids t‘hat‘\‘ty'th'e
which chiefly induces the farmer to buy the reft; and, if this'be ren-
dered ufelefs or infiguificant to them, the remainder of the finall'tythes;
as they cannot be eafily afeertained, nor the fubftraction of them eafily
proved, inftead of bein g the means of amaintenance, will be either trifling,
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- or productive of fuch: difputes and litigations, -as will in. great meafure

fruftrate the very purpofes of their paftoral labours, and at the fame
time reduce thefe laborious clergymen to beggary and ruip.

Nog, -laftly, .is.it unworthy of very ferious and compaffionate con-
fideration, that, if this tax fhould be continued, as orchards would,
for ‘the future, be neither planted or recruited, all the nurferies of
young apple-trees, the produc of the labour. of. many years, and of
no {mall expence;: which heretofore were of ' confiderable value, would
become immediately of none ; in confequence of which, numbers of
our very induftrious people, the principal part of whofe fubftance con-
fifted in them, would beat once reduced to extreme poverty. S

BUT it Wili ~doubtlefs - bé : eraid‘»,-zv thatj;, thbe~ gfeatéﬁ part ,of,.vthéf:e;

© ruinous confequences of  the duty may be eafily obviated and avoid;d,.,
by the alternative. of a compofition, gracioufly offered to the choice of”

the landholder for himfelf and his famiiy;. Let us examine, therefore,.
what will ‘bc- the relief -obtained by this-compofition. .And, in the
firft place, if we confider ‘it in itfelf,- merely as a cépitgtion, it is a
very grievous and: burthenfome tax : as every fhilling it produces will
be drawn out of the pocket of the landholder, and the bulk of it out.
of that of the induftrious farmer, it is properly a tax upon agricul-

ture itfelf, which in all wife governments has, on the contrary, been. -
-deemed deferving all poffible encouragement, and. treated with the’

-utmoft indulgence and favour. It is drawn from a body of men whofe:

circumftances can leaft bear it ;- people ‘who bring up, maintain, and.
provide for, large families by the cultivation of finall farms, for fuch
are the greateft part of thole in this county, .and who: ‘through-’thg
~courfe of a life of continual labour, indulged in very few gratifica-

tions, vary rately arrive at what is commonly efteemed eafy circum-

- ftances. Upon the loweft computation, it may reafonably be fuppofed,.

that the farmer will be obliged to pay for eight perfons, or a tax, of

forty thillings a year, with this additional grievance, that as hisfamily,

and the expence of maintaining- it, encreafes, his tax. encreafes with-
it, to the great difcouragement of matrimony and population.  But.

when we add to this, that the farmers of a few counties only are dif-

tinguithed by this heavy burden from their fellows throughout the
TN , ' ’ ~ kingdom,.

Y
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kingdom, what pretence of reafon can be offered in juftification of fo
partial'and unequal a prd¢§ed’ing o e

But there is great ground for apprehenfion that the fum already
mentioned will not be the whole, nor perhaps the one-half, of this
charge. It is well known, that the farmer is continually ebliged to
employ a number’ of “day-labourers, in a great variety of occupations.
Thefe do not indeed refide in his houfe, nor perhaps even continue in
his fervice for a whole calendar month together ; and therefore it may
~be juftly doubted, whether, upon the conftruétion of the a&, they
are included as a part in that family for which a compofition
is required. Yet it is certain, that they are fupplied with all the
liqgor‘ they confume in the day, at the expence of the farmer;

and no lefs certain, that their confumption, upon the whole year, is
at leaft ‘equal to, and often greatly exceeds, that of the refident

family ; the labouress, during the whole time of the harveft, being

‘allowed liquor without ftint or limitation. - It would be prefumption. -

- to prejudge how this point'may be decided by the lawyers, .but that
~general propenfity to interpret in' favour of the revenue which hath
“hitherto prevailed, affords a fufficient foyndation for the moft difcou~
raging apprehenfions on this head, .

- THERE is likewife another great drawback upon tke advantages

~which at firft view might be expe&ed from this compofition. The
- . compounder doth not in reality compound for the whole liquor con-
fumed in his family, as is certainly the cafe in the malt-counties.
Befides Cyder, great quantities of Malt-liquor are conftantly confumed:

in the families of the gentry, the clergy, and the more fubftantial

farmers; and, in years wherein Cyder is {caree, even in thofe of the

common farmer. - Almoft every perfon in this county fupplies himfelf

 with what malt he ufes from the maltfter ; {carce any one finds it

worth his while to make his own malt, neither is he furnithed with
the neceflary conveniencies for that purpofe. ‘Thus the compounder
for Cyder, befides his compofition for that liquor, will be obliged tc

pay the malt-duty for all the liquor too of that-denomination confumed.

in his family,

But

I plant it Witﬁl ;_I'gvg'v;:ippl‘e-t;feésé,lel'iich‘“Will’coﬂ me, at

i | ) gwholc, 8d. _
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- Butr the moft grievous circumftance is ftill behind: the farmer-is
notwithftanding his compofition, obliged to pay the daty on all th;'
Cyder he fells ; and as we have already proved, by the fulleft evidence, |
that, except in the years of general fearcity, he will find no poflibilit ;r
of’ reimburfing himfelf for any part of it; the whole, cver and \above.’
his compofition, will be an inevitable lofs to him. When all thefe

confiderations are duly weighed, the alternative, . if it may be pi‘operly

~called fo, of compofition, will not -appear {o great a favour as is pre-.

t_@:nded: ‘it will be found a remedy abfolutely ineffeCtual for the many:
and grievous hardfhips which have been already enumerated ; and the-

acceptance of' it would leave the farmer in as bad, if not in a worfe-
cgndlivt:iqn,_: fchan he would be if he rejected it. o

It may be a matter of fome curiofity to examine,. what may be

‘the profit a gcn.tle’nian','may 'r:eafdna;bl){vpfdpt)fe to himfelf in planting a.

new ‘or‘chard‘,LWith a.view of letting it out at a yearly rent, even upon-
vthg: ,‘fgppgﬁtion)' that . this new duty had. never exifted. ,Frmﬁ this.
cog)pqtatiOn we fhall be enabled too to get fome further-inﬁghﬁ into
the. ﬁ;bje‘&:“now under- our confideration. .Let it be fuppbfed then, .
that I convert into an orchard an acre of land, which T before let at:

. ‘tWenty thillings for tillage' or paﬁuré ; my expences in. making this.

improvement will be as’ follows :.
L5 d

B  §13 #o

F] .

N,' B. The orchards at prefent fubﬁﬁi.ng,vée:e for the

‘moft part planted with 160 trees per acre; but, ac-’
- " cording to the apprehenfion now prevailing, they, -
~ were planted too clofe ; and the number here affigned.
15 generally admitted as the proper medium, if or-.
 chards are to ”‘bé"contin‘u’ed, ‘and  not reduced to-
~ hedge-row plantations, as in many parts of Here-.
fordthire. " T

T‘O‘Céléh tree we muft 'allowgf'qr. :‘ca‘rriage,-‘ at a 1ﬁédium; ' . :
2d. to a feam of dung, 3d. to ‘plafn,ting, 3d. in th'e}.Ap 8 o

4. e e . . .. . ]
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Tntereft on 171. 125, at 5 per cent. for 15 years, the
time during which this plantation .may be fuppofed
to yietd little or no return of profit, . . . . .
Lofs of one-half of the rent of the land for the faid 15
o ‘y'ears,-at 10s. for thé acre, .. .. s+
At the end of 15 years, at leaft, I muft provide cellarage

}13 2 6
for the product ; the building of which will coft me,} s 006

7 10 ©
after the rate of 8 hogtheads the acre in the cellar,
at leaﬁ’ T . . » . - L} - o . . . .

L4346

At the end of fifteen years, T let thisacre at 40s. per annum, and gain

an additional rent of 20s. per annum for thirty-five years to come, |

the period of time during which the orchard may be fuppofed to‘con-
tinue in any tolerable degree of bearing. I allow nothing for the

“paﬁur,age for thofe thirty-five years, though of fome, but of no very

“great value, becaufe it will be more :than'counterbélanced by ’thc
" expence of a full manure, which is abfolutely neceflary at the end of

gvery ten years at leaft.  Now an annuity of 20s. a year for thirty-

five years, even if it were to commence 7 prcj/énti; interefc_ being
computed at 5 per cent. is worth but 161. 7s. 6d. Thf:,la“ql?fd?
therefore, who plants an otchard for profit, or any lucra‘tw.e xnot.-We,
beyond mere pleafure or convenience, lofes nearly 621. on h.ls capital.
If we even fuppofe he lets his orchard at 31. anacre (the hlgh.e{‘t rate
&nown in thefe parts), on account of its being planted with the
choiceft fruits, and enjoying the moft favourable circumftances for a
general bearing, and confequently that his additional rent is 40s. per
acre, yet he ftill lofes on the fame capital nearly 241. per cent. How
great then muft his lofs be, when his produét is loaded with the pre-

fent additional annual tax of 40s. peracre? And how utterly impoffi-

ble is it, that any but a madman fhould think of either planting or
continuing an orchard under fo infupportable-a l‘oa\dy?b It will probably
be afked, How it happened that orchards ever were planted upon terms
{o difadvantageous? I allow then, that confiderable favings may be
made out of the above charge by a perfon who raifes” his own trees,

and emp’loys his owh fervants, cattle, and dung, in making this im- ,

provement : fomething too muft be allowed to conveniency and ac-
e ' ' 2 o commodation
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commodation of a tenant ; but the only adequate anfiwer that can be

given is, that people did not calculate.

WE proceed, in the next place, to take notice of feveral very in=

convenient provifiens contained in the Cyder-a&, which render the
colle@ing this new duty unneceflarily burthenfome, vexatious, and

“glctrimental to the grower. Such is that provifion which exas the
payment of the new duty within fix weeks after an account hath been

~ taken of* the produc at the pound. So large an exalion, at {o un-
feafonable a conjuncture, feems to have been calculated with no other

view, than to force the poor farmer, in confequence of his utter in-
ability, to comply with it, after his pocket hath been. alfeady.quite‘
ethau..{’ced}by the wages and other expences of his harveft and making:
his Cyder, into a compofition, which he might otherwife judge to be
difadvantageous to him. In effe@, few farmers are fo far beforehand

7 ‘with the world as to be able to difburfe fo large a fum at once, before
- they have had the opportunity of difpofing of a part of their product.
- But at the long run a great part of this inconvenience will - fall upon

the landlord. The farmers in general through this county expect a
year's rent to be left in their hands, which the landlord, whatever
rifque he runs of lofing it, is obliged to indulge them in, unlefs he
would rather chufe to have his eftates thrown upon his hands, or, by
the ufe of violent meafures, get the chara&er of an oppfeﬂive landlord,.
and by this means lofe all chance of letting them for the future. Now
this circumftance of the immediate ‘payment of the duty would fur-
nith -the tenant with the faireft, and indeed an unanfwerable pre-

text, for retarding the payment of his rent for a farther half yea‘r,' at’

the increafed hazard and difappointment of the landlord.

Sucw alfo-is that other provifion reftraining the proprietor of Cyder
juft made,. from removing it-out of the pound-houfe without the cer-
tificate of the excifeman. Fhe compounder, indeed, is obliged to
give three days netice to-the excifeman; whenever he lends the ufe of
his pound to another Cydermaker who has noneof his own, and con-

fequently it may be underftood to be the excifeman’s duty, in this cafe,.

to attend at the time appointed. But the non-compounder is ob]igedf

to give no-further notice than that of ten days before his firft making,

E 2
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and confequently-the excifeman is obliged to give no other attendagcc
afterwards, than what he fhall think proper, or may bef’c‘,c;onﬁf’c .w;t?_x
his convenience, and the fecﬁi’ity of the revenue. | He will never be
at a lofs for that unanfwerable éxcu\fc,i that no pe'x:qu can _lze at two
placesatonce. Now it is a certain fa&;, that‘fome’tlmes*vv‘rxthn}(twely,_c
‘hours, and generally within twenty-four hours after the Cyder is made,

and put into the fatt or keeve, a fermentation arifes, and throws up a

“head of muck to the top of the fattv,_fwhic(h, ;if tl?e ‘C‘yder‘ be _not
‘racked off within a few hours, or be \’o_th‘erkwxfe /dlﬁurbed, fubﬁd¢s
agéi‘n‘, ‘and mixes with the Cyder; and, Whene‘yclr,thls hgppen,s, thaﬁ
Cyder cannot, without great difficulty, afterwards, by any future rack-

ings, be made thoroughly fine ;. and even when it is fo, the fermenta-~ .

tion having been raifed too high, and continued too ]Qng.% it w111 by
this means be inevitably deprived of its Vfw‘eetn\e‘fs and richnefs, an‘d
rendered thin and harth; and thus from the very beft fruit, thn the
- critical opportunity of racking is loft, an ordinary kind of Cyder only

can be obtained, and the maker will in confequence frequently be

fubjected to the lofs of near one-half of th‘é"value,of his Cyder by
the juftifiable nox‘l-.at't;:n‘da‘nc’_é of the ¢x§ifqmap‘. | a ‘ ,
ANOTHER very‘ incdhvmient provifion, is that W.hich prohibits ._2_111
removal of Cyder, even after it hath P}lidft.hﬁ duty, without the C?l’tl»ﬁ—
cate of an excifeman accompanying it, under the pe‘nalty‘qn the tran{-

- greflor of forfeiting the Cyder fo removed, - with the packqgf;; ‘and b;-
ing expofed, without the leaft fhadow of proof to ﬁ;lppoﬁ a chm‘ge upon
him, to a general enquiry, upon his own oath, in the _Coulft of EX-
chequer, info all his tranfadtions in this article for many years paft; in
which even the moft innocent perfon can receive no fatisfa@?n for the
great expence to which he is neceffarily put in clearing up his innocence
from the imputations of groundlefs and unjuft fufpic’ion. Thc great
lofs of time, the unneceflary and vexatious trouble, the frgquent_ly re-
curring difappointment, and in fome cafes the abfoh;tej imquﬁb;l{;y,
-without great detriment, of complying with this provifion, i'f;u‘dzer ita
very gﬁe‘vous‘ hardfhip on the grower of Cyd‘e‘r.""\/‘\'fguh"z\‘wc feen gz_;-_e(nxark_v«
able inftance of this in the neighbourhood of Exeter ; thr_e, upon ithc
fale of 2 hogﬂie_a& rgf Cyder to a farmer living at no great diftance, it

‘actually coft the farmmer 55. out of his pocket in fruitlels journics in

o quefc
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queft of the excifeman, to procure a certificate ; and, in confequence
of thefe continued difappointments, the opportunity of fale' was loft ;
and the Cyder was, very lately, not yet removed.. It may béproperto

~ obferve; - thdt neither _the: ‘maker of . Malt, ner - the dealer in it;

3
are laid under this difficulty ; but may - difpofe of; and remove any

“part of their ftock at pleafure, without the trouble: of attending

upon exci»&tm‘¢n~for permits; for which; with regard at leaft to non-
compounders, there can be no manner of occafion, after the Cyder hath
been- once gauged and charged, and the feafon. for- making " is over,
except:to give'trouble. . ey R

 ANOTHER inconvenience, which we may more properly call a na~
tional grievance, arifin g from the method of coli‘e&ion"appointed by this
alt; is the enormous: increafe of revenue-officers, which will be abfo-

lutely neceflary to carry it into due execution. This is a circumftance

no lefs 'injur‘iousvto“ the public weal, “than it is juftly odious to the -na-
tion, which cannot fee, without the utmoft relutance and even fome
indignation, the fruits. of induftry, frugality, and hard labour, torn from

the moft ufeful part of it, to:fupport a: fet of drones who devour that

honey in the accumulation of ‘which they had no fhare. For this is
the moft inoffenfive light in which they can be confidered, the people in
general being difpofed to look upon them in a much more ‘difagreeable
one. Every method of colleiting the public revenue, in virtue of which

- avery large proportion. of it, inftead of being applied to-its proper de-

dtination of fupplying the public exigencies, is confumed in the expences
of the colle@ion, muft, from its very nature, be the moft oppreflive,

-and have the greateft tendency to produce a general difcontent. Ac-

cordingly we find it has at length rouzed from its infenfibility a neigh-
bouring - nation,. long  trained up in the blindeft and moft {fubmifiive
-devotion to the will of an abfolute monarch ; for this is one of the ca-

-pital points which has united the feveral Parliaments of that kingdom,
not” only in_the moft fteady and fpirited oppofition to, and reiterated

remoriﬁrancesagainﬁ, the late money-edi&s:;; but; as far as their power
extends, in an actual a.nd.declar,ed;difobledience,,which, however,"mayf
be prefumed to:be a. legal one, and warranted by ‘the forms and prin-
ciples of their conftitution. We may add to-what has been faid, that

every ofticer appointed for this purpofe, ‘isa certain lofs. to the publie,

by
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| by his being taken from a ftate of indufiry, in whi’cb hemi"gh;tbe very
~  beneficial to it, and placed in a fituation in which he can cont1j1~b\‘1';¢,-:r;o-
thing to its wealth, its good order, ot its 'defer-l‘c? 3. Dot to mention the
* further weight this great increafe will add to minifterial 1nﬂuepc.e, whx;:lh, |
" is generally underffood to-have already too- Targe a (hare of it in te
ballance of our conftitution. - What will be the number o‘f a.clcl.;t1ona1
officers which will be found neceffary to colleé this duty; it is impof-

fible as yet even to guefs : but if we can form any computation from

‘the number of pounds,. and their diftance from each other, it iscertain

: ~ . that if the determination of this point fhall be regulated by the juftice

due to the interefts of the fubje&, and not mgrely» by thofe of .the re-
venue, with a total difregard to the former, the'l}gmbeu f.op :tlh‘l;.s‘:ﬁnglg
county muft amount to many hundreds. Few,. indeed, in proportion.
to what will be wanted, have as yet been fent amongft us, as the pre=

~ {ent year, fucceeding one-of -extraordinary plenty, is, as might natu-

‘rally be expected, a year rather of {carcity 5 notwithﬁandingwhlch‘, th’g:f
_property of the farmer has already greatly fpﬁ'ercd,«as wellasthere—
venue itfelf;. from this very frugal management.. The fgemme.n, .m.-,-»
deed,. which thefe gentlemen have already. given us,. "durmg this Iho;-t
~ time of our acquaintance with them,. of their d'ifpoﬁt;lo_x‘l. towards rapaf
city and infolence, lays us under no temptation of w1fh1ngyan~en}arge‘-
- ment of that acquaintance. -In many places they have extorted from:
the farmer; and ftill continue to infift upon,. a fee of :ﬁxpence'for every’
certificate, ihough*the a&t exprefly requires'them to g_iv.e it-without fee:
orreward.  The fame fee they have extorted from others, f.or‘gfzery entry:
of their cellar or pound,. theugh this is the very duty which is the ob--

je& of their appointment ; and upon the denial of this fee, they have:

sefufed the entries tendered to them. Thefe are fats ready to 'cSe;:prj.oved,.,
-if their fuperiors {hall think proper te enquire into; or animgdve;tupon,.
their conduct.. A great part of them are {o deftitute of that knowlege-
- which is effential to their employment,, as not to-Be-able to gauge a:
common fatt in the pound-tioufe;: and for this reafon have obliged the:
farmer to-puthis Cyder into hogfheads, before they could take. an ac--
‘gount, of its quantity : .and the common an{wer to all complaints is,.

“Why do yeu net:compound ? which:is equivalent to:faying; ' Why do:

“you not {uffer.us to enjoy: our falaries in eafe.and quiet, without putting:
1 to the trouble of doing our duty: - UL

|
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W come now, in thelaft, place to the grand objection of moft general
influence againft this new duty, the :eXtréordi,nary-and'moﬁ alarming ex-
tenfion of the laws of Excife; and the faftening this badge of flavery -

- -on the thoulders of every landholder in Great Britain who groWs‘Cyd‘er; ‘

from the nobleman down to the very loweft occupier of land, rated to
the land-tax at'more than 40s. or producing above four hogtheads in -
the year.: But it is unneceflary to expatiate- on this grievance.  The
public: wants no further information concerning it. - This is moft evi-
dently the very cafe, paries cum proximus ardet ; and we cannot reafon-
ably doubt but the generality of the nation will, upon fecond thoughts,
and more mature refleGtion, be forward to lend their affiftance towards.
extinguithing a flame which threatens deftru&ion to the liberties of the
whole kingdom, though it is as yet kindled only in a part of it. For

if this new extenfion of the Excife-laws is confirmed, it muft effetu-

ally juftify and authorife every future extenfion of them which can be

- propofed, till the Excife becomes general. There is no objection con~

ceivable againft any fuch future extenfion, which will not militate with at
leaft equal firength againft this. We ‘may, therefore, fafely truft this
part of our defence with the general fenfe of the nation ; and it hath

, b_eenitho,:ug}i;t,moﬁ expedient to appl}/r“ourfelvc’s chiefly on this occa-

fion to the undeceiving that part of it, which, from a very imperfect
acquaintance with the fubjec, erroneoufly imagines, that it is the
anethod of collection only, and not the duty itfelf, which is liable to

- Juft exception. It is in this view that we have bent our whole endea-

vours. to demonftrate, from fa&s of public notoriety, and the eafieft

~ «calculations, that no tax whatever can be laid on Cyder, either fold or
confumed by the maker, or purchafed of him for the confumption of

private families, Wifh‘ou‘t;fpreading immediate ruin and defolation

‘throughout this county 5 and finally, though perhaps gradually, eradi-

cating the very improvement which is made the fund of it. With
what fuccefs this attempt of ours may be attended, muft be left to the

.determination of the publick. -

To lbbviagte a mifapprehenfion which may pofﬁb.ly arife, it may be

- neceflary to take notice, that the expence of ~making a hogthead of

Cyder is calculated throughout ‘thefe papers upeon the fuppofition, that
it 1s not made at the owner’s own pound; and this {fuppofition is »
' ' ' founded
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founded in -the frictelt jutice ,{m;:e,whate»elthe nt-of’ the
favings on this article may be,  the whole can no otherwife-be cor
fidered thanas ‘a. r¢ onable retuin for the ftock or-fum'of money
out in erecing the pound; with: the'houfe'in which it {tand nd i
‘the_purchafe of the fatts otk ceves, ‘and: other veffels, ‘which “areits
neceffary appendages, and for the further fum whic
to keep them in due’ age
be placed.fo th ‘

+8: "By exact accounts received: from Plyinouth, fince ‘this café ‘was fen
to the prefs, it appears, that, for the laft feven yeirts, theiiquantity of Malt -
Tfent coaft-ways, and received into his Majefty’s brewhoufe at.Plymouth,  fron

traors in other parts of the kingdom, amounts ‘to no lefs than 6313

¢, fQI'
ight;

A aLlo: - Is readily-difpofed
appens,: that whar-has-Been fefufed.at the:King’s brewhou ,
ality, is occafionally landed, ‘and kept.in referve till the ftores there afe
d, and fupplies prévented from «coming by the wefterly winds, and then

v

reduced, anc 1
fold there undet the denomination of . this tountry Malt.  — ~ ~ %7
‘By other authentick accounts reeeived from Plymouth at the fame time, it
appears,- that, for.the laft. feven years, no lefs than 3635 F ogfheads of ftrong
Beer have ‘been yearly. at a medium-imported into.that fingle port, :the- méér
- Malt daty of which, reckoning it fo low as on nine_buthels to the hogfhead,
~amounts to 9691’ 3s. gd. a fum which falls very Tittle fhort of the whole. duty

‘upon:the confumption of the prifoners of war, without taking into the account
- the Beer-duty, amounting,. at 12:s.. per hogfhead; t6 no lefs than 218#1:- _
+ abfolutely deftitute of all foundation is that objetion; which afcribes the large
- amount of the Malt-tax in this county, for the laft feven years principally to the
-~ number of prifoners of War maintained in it during that time, and o 'the&fgg;
" confumption of Malt in the King’s brewery, - o - i

v expertation-of Malty vead, exportation of barley made into Ma
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