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Anti-monarchical popular movements

in Toledo during the eleventh century
Fukuzo AMABE

Toledo, located in the central part of the Iberian Peninsula and at the
frontier (the Middle Frontier) of al-Andalus vis-a-vis Christian territory and
No-man’s-land, for the most part preserved their autonomy or even virtual
independence, based on the oligarchy of their patricians of Arab or Gothic
origin, against the Umayyads of southern al-Andalus (present-day Andalucia,
Murcia and Portuguese Algarve and Baixo Alentejo), even during the later
tenth century at the height of Umayyad power (a Weberian patrician city).
However, after the breakout of the civil war in Coérdoba waged between the
Berber mercenaries recruited by the ‘Amirid %ajibs (viziers) and the Cordoban
citizens in general, especially the common people ( ‘@mma), at the beginning of
the eleventh century, every Andalusi city was forced to go its own way, except-
ing the cities which fell under the military rule of Berber mercenaries (mainly
southernmost Andalusi cities) or ‘Amirid Saqaliba liberated slaves (Mediter-
ranean coastal cities). In most cities patricians shared power among themselves,
often with gadis (judges) as their heads ; in Toledo too, the gadi at first seized
power from the Umayyad governor. It seems, however, that he failed to stabilize
his power, and power struggles intensified among patricians, exposing Toledo to
possible and real invasions by the northern Christian states and other Muslim
frontier powers.

As a result, they decided to invite Isma‘il b. Dhu'n-Nn, leader of the Berber

Hawwari clans, who were engaged in sheep-raising and small-scale irrigational
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and dry farming in the Shantabariya mountains located between Toledo and
Valencia. It seems that Isma‘ll was a condottiere leading his own Hawwari
tribesmen (and Toledan soldiers and volunteers) or a podesta (a chief magis-
trate with extensive powers, invited from outside), for the finance and inner
politics apparently continued to be in the hands of patricians. Although Isma‘il
gradually consolidated his power, he continued to recognize weak Umayyad
caliphs and styled himself as vizier, taking the titles of al-Zafir and dhu’l-
ri'asatayn.

His son, Yahya al-Ma’mun, also at first recognized pseudo-Hisham II,
instated by al-Mu‘tadid, the all-powerful Sevillian dictator, as caliph ; neverthe-
less, it seems that Ma’'mtn eventually relinquished this fallacy, virtually pro-
claiming himself as king, and even attempted to strengthen his power through
the alliance with some influential patricians (e. g. the Hadidid Abt Bakr and the
Farajid Abt Sa‘id) (a tyranny or illegal monarchy). His attempt at autocracy
was linked to his patronization of the study of Hellenistic and other ancient
rationalistic philosophy, mathematics and sciences. Besides, he initiated the
policy of seeking a military alliance or junior partnership from the Leonese-
Castilian king, Fernando I, to enlarge his territory at the expense of other
Muslim rulers and cities (in fact, he succeeded in incorporating Valencia, and
then Coérdoba, into his kingdom), and even undertook to pay a huge amount of
gold coins annually as parias to Fernando. Even after Fernando’s death, he gave
refuge to his son Alfonso VI, who had been defeated by his brother in the
succession war, and reopend the payment of parias to Alfonso VI after his
accession to the Leonese-Castilian throne.

Both the patricians and the common people ( ‘@nma) of Toledo, or at least
their majority, tenaciously resisted these moves. Possibly, the ‘@mma were more
vehemently opposed to Ma’miun’s subservience to Christian kings and his patron-
ization of rationalistic studies of the ancient peoples: however a part of the
‘@mma who were linked to the Hadidid and Farajid patricians, remained stead-
fast in support of their patrons. Although the majority of patricians and ‘@mma
somewhat foiled the pro-Ma’mun faction by succeeding in the accusation and
execution of the unduly rationalistic Ibn Hatim, one of the public notaries whose
testimonies were acceptable at courts, as pseudo-Muslim Manichean, some

years later Ma’'mtn and Abt Bakr reacted against this move by imprisoning
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some of them in Cuenca and Huete, Hawwari strongholds in Shantabariya.
Finally, immediately after Ma'min’s death in Cérdoba in 467/1075, the majority
of patricians and ‘@mma forced his successor and grandson, Yahya al-Qadir, to
renounce the payment of parias, even before the formation of an anti-Castilian
grand alliance with other Muslim potentates.

Inevitably, Qadir soon lost the larger part of his territory to the Hadids of
Zaragoza, the ‘Abbadids of Sevilla, Aba Bakr of Valencia and Alfonso VI, and
was forced to reopen the payment of parias to Alfonso VI, thereby infuriating
the Toledan patricians and ‘@mnma. This conflict resulted in the ousting of Qadir
and establishment of a patrician city at Toledo. Qadir was forced to seek
Alfonso’s military assistance to regain the Toledan throne, resulting in a more
tightened control by Alfonso and payment of an ever larger amount of paria.
Due to the infuriation of patricians who were to sholder the increased burden,
Qadir employed tax-collectors from ‘@mma, and even allowed the ruffians of
lower origin to attack and plunder the houses and shops of the wealthy people.
This phase, however, never culminated in the establishment of a plebeian city
(more plebeian in character than Weberian plebeian cities, in which rich
notables of plebeian origin seized power, relying upon the assistance of the
poor), for the vast majority of the ‘@mma, it seems, opted for acting in concert
with the patricians in opposing Qadir. The patricians, after the failure of their
revolt against Qadir, took refuge in Madrid, and even began negotiations with
Alfonso VI, accepting his suzerainty on condition that internal authority should
remain in their hands. Many others decided to abandon Toledo and moved to
other Andalusi cities.

Hitherto, Alfonso VI had consistently followed the policy of retaining the
Dhu'n-Ninid rulers as vassal kings and collecting parias from them, rather than
directly taxing and judging the Toledan Muslims and Mozarabs, thereby freely
devoting himself to the repoblacion of No-man’s land south of the Duero. Now
that Qadir’s incompetence to collect parias, coupled with the increased disorder
in Toledo and the concomitant decrease of its population and tax capacity,
became undoubted, Alfonso changed his policy and decided on his direct rule of
Toledo. Qadir accepted the surrender of Toledo in exchange for Alfonso’s
concession of Valencia to himself, and the patricians and relatively wealthy

people were allowed to freely move to other Andalusi cities with their movables.
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The Muslim ‘@mma, who had no other option than remaining in Toledo, espe-
cially the poor, had to be satisfied with freely practicing their traditional religion
and retaining Arabic and their culture (mudéjars).

The citizens’ movements of Toledo have much in common with those of
Baghdad, Damascus and Coérdoba ; most prominently, hatred against foreign
“would-be” rulers (Central Asian “Turks”, the Egyptian Fatimids and their
Kutama soldiers, Berber Zanata and Sanhaja mercenaries, and Castilians),
antipathy against the patronization of ancient peoples’ rationalistic studies
(Baghdad and Toledo), and the temporary establishment of patrician oligarchy
(Damascus, Coérdoba and Toledo). However, the Toledan case is unique in its
lack of the defense of legitimate traditional rulers (Baghdad and Cordoba), lack
of the organization of plebeians as regular or semi-regular soldiers (Baghdad,
Damascus and Cordoba), and most importantly lack of the growth of plebeian
movements against patricians, culminating in temporary plebeian domination
(Baghdad, Damascus and Cordoba). This is probably due to the fact that the
Toledan Dhu’'n-Nunid kings were illegitimate in the eyes of the vast majority of
both patricians and plebeians of Toledo, and that the Toledans were always
threatened by the Dhu'n-Nunid kings’ allies, the mighty Castilians, who were
militant and aggressive Christians outside the Islamic land, and therefore their
otherness and dangerousness were too conspicuous to allow a compromise or an
accommodation, forcing both Toledan patricians and plebeians to make com-

mon cause against them.
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