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PREFACE.

‘Tae interest which is felt in evet‘y thing that

‘ :regards the Liberty of the Press, makes it my in-
“dispensable, but cheerful duty to pubhsh the sub-

stance of the Trial on theInformation ex afficio, the

_ng agamst John Lamibert and my self.

It is intitled to public dornslderatlon, both in

‘respect of the admissions made by his Majesty’s

Attorney Geaeral, and still more of the clear,
intelligible and sound rules laid down by the Noble
and Learned J udge, which have deﬁned fixed and
established for ever the just legal boundaries of
the paess, and allowed it limits sufficiently broad,
liberal, and safe. 'The Attorney General, so far
from maintaining the dangerous and lmpractxcab]e

doctrine that :my dlscussmn in print, which should.

tend to bring his Tﬂajesty s Ministers into dis-

fepiite, wasahbel fairly admitted, that a vigilant .

and du‘ect censure of mal admnmstmtlon was
within thé lawfui ‘province of the L‘nghsh press

and essentml to m paeservatlon of our ughtS'

and liberties as a pe apie The Noble and Learned
- A2
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- Judge confirmed this declaration by his judgment :
and added, that as it was not given to finite beings
- to be perfect, an erroneous view of a particular

subject or topic might be innocently ascribed to
any living person, provided that no immoral or
corrupt motive was assigned or insinuated thereto.
This I conceive to‘be ample latitude for the
liberty of the press; and this scope has been
given to it, and determined under the direction
of an upright Judge, by the verdict of an in-
dependent Jury. It'is a sensnble satlsfactlon
‘to Mr. Lambert’ and myself that we have been
the mstruments of - procuring for “the ‘press of

. England thls constitutional definition of its rlghts

Indeed it before happened to us to be accessary

to the settlement of a controverted ‘right, which
“we considered at the time as most materlal to: the

- "legal security of Engllshmen when brought under

4prosecutlon by the Crown."

In 1793, an Informatlon was ﬁled aframst us for

anaddress from the town of Derb ¥ pubhshed as an

:adxertlsement in the Mornmo' Chronicle., It was
the first trial of a case of hbel undeér the Snort

and s1mple Statute, which was dlgested and intro-

duced - into parllament by the most 1llustr10us

LStatesman of the age, in’ councﬂ with the most
'e]oquent Advocate

Our defence was conducted
by the latter on the cleal prmmples of- hlS own
bill; and’ upon that occasmn ‘he clalmed for the

';subJect that the ﬁrst Jury, struck and recluced ac—

A4

cording to-law, should be the Jury to try the cause,

however - long, and however often the trial might be
postponed, - a- rule. without which no Defendant

could be safe’;: for as the law officers of theCrown.
ray put off the trial of a cause from term to term>

and even from year to year, it would be intolerable

if ihey could also change the pannel, until they
found.a Jury that they might regard as favourable
to their views. But underthe auspices of the
present Lord Elskme we obtained the final settle~
ment of this: 1mpoatant pomt and it is now the
established .principle. inn practice, that the Jurors
cannot .be changed. ~We feel a degree of pride
therefore in the reflection, that in the two instances
in which our conduct of a: daily paper has been

called in question ina court of law, we have not:
merely been delivered from the charge of' libel by.
a.verdict. of ‘our .countrymen, but have been the -

means: of obtaining substantial benefits for our
fellow labourers in the per iodical press. -

- Indeed the consideration- of the hardehlps of
various: kinds under. which we have_ been made
of. late: unjustly _to.suffer in public opinion,
was. a..part ~of my inducement for .appear-
ing personally in Court on.the late trial. The
motives operating on f‘my mind; as peculiar to the
cause itself, I took the liberty to explain in my
address to the Jury.. It would have been imper-
tinent .in’ me * to. detam the Court with the. other
motives that almost. equally contributed to - the

step I took ; but I maybe here allowed to say, that
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the g;];;iety'ﬁ I felt to repel the:illiberal-obloquy.
thrown out on-the periodieal press in general; and:
on all persons coninected with'it;-did embolden -me to:

meet the censure in an'open Court;:and:to put upon.
record my public vindication ofthe body to which.T
belong.  The “cruelty ‘of .the odium pressed upon
' me with peculiar force from the ‘quarter:in‘which
1t had ‘received a- degree® of ‘countenance;: and as
one of the:-oldest of the periodical : Editors; I
felt it to ‘be’an obligation imposed’ upon ime:to
vindicate thebody> froni'indiscrimindte aspersion.:
.God forbid ‘that:in ‘such vindication’Isshould
attempt to:palliate the enormities of:those:who.
prostitute - the: press:!: It .would: notibe: necessary’

in’ order: to illustrate:the: charactér-of <an y profes-

'sion ‘to " find-"apologies: for- thé exceptions’ toits
‘general purity.::It-is nodisparagementofi:the
‘honourable part of 2 community thatmiscreants .
‘may  have:found:»admissioni-among: them; and
“it"is my-sole ‘desire to ‘represent itovmysfellow.
“subjects the proprietyof s¢onsulting: their:-own
understandings, and of exercising their own:judg-
“ment -in'deciding ‘om thexaneritsicof dn:;undistin-

- - -guishing- préjudice excited’ againstiiany-order . of

- persons.whatever. It isallowedthat the périodical

“~press is. the'most sconvenient organ:.oficommuni-
. cation to -the: public; that:human: ingenuity .can
sudevise; and: it ds. félt;owithovery.few exceptions,.
that-among-a free-and enlightened people, jealous
woaf thcu rights, and.cagerto ;f.liaIISI{i.i;t;‘tfhﬁff‘blﬁéS.iﬂgS

they enjoy to their children, it ought to be che-.
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rished fand:-protected ‘as, an inestimable” good.

What then: canibe the sense-and discretion of those
fewpersons who wouldstigmatize the instrument

whichis so generally acknowledged to be necessary?

It surely s riot the most likely means of correcting
any indecorum; that may be- complained of in the

prése; to raiseia clamour:-that: sh all have the eﬂ‘%t
of driving?ever y.»man:bf.; delicacyfl romthe profession.

If a'general iopprobriumiis ‘to be: flung. out, and

they areto be::considered: as a. race;p roscribed,

would itbe wonderful if the press. should fall into
the most degenerate hands;, who:wouldinot scruple

_to prey-upon: the;ig-co_mmuni.t;y‘thatézdi;gffad,es',v abd

yet-enduresithem > What inustbe the ‘condition of

 men doomed: to:live ~g;u.ndenfiacon.t»ymely and, without

‘hope pu:Ifidhere béiany means amo re; :‘lfi'k?.ly than
-another ‘toscorrect4hé licentiousness,; -and f("POh?!_‘
the-manners of: the.press,it would be to give to 1ts
writers-the sentimentiofi-a;:pérsoial irte rest in the
.mz’iiﬁ‘tenqnce;vibf publicsmorals, and -in the duty of
“inculcating aijustdeferencei to. all :,t.lié orders ; of
-the States 1imil? guieisiors @
-atiTtswould Seem;iindeed i Wer ‘
iofi some-uithimgnto Becoveted, 'th atihepepiodlcal
préss shouldl het'sympithizein the :distinctionsof
ouriwell fordeéred ‘eommuriity 3:but:should: fha{_Ye
it ]{fegﬁtf}cﬁnkéﬁédzfé by:expulsion from the: ﬁ“‘e‘ld;;: of
< hiohiour;s Is7 this political 2 An hosiest - man: ahay
- opésist .corruption; 'andira firm:nature: maysdespise

“ntimidation ; it there: are few Who wotild ot

: . . Ie . . oSk e 0 o b wmee g cpndnd
o o ddmno B 43“‘:"}‘5A‘x1‘_¥,-3 el ook owoinn 2o
B R I R R S I LR VRN K Y R
5 :

Jagif itsWéreiin: the eyes




| NI
{Sf’l ;t;h‘? COmplécencies of . attention,:ivf understood
o :_Plft»OCS?Qd _fl'OI%l, the admission of an «identity 'of‘ m_
: :(‘;:r Tlhe;e,ll)n;ay ‘be arare example of constan(;y
nder neglect, but itis too much to expect in thece
i PULIL1S too much to expect in these
ul::i]eS:l that ﬂ“’T practice should be general. ' Those
éi{fe'et' Wh;O.Wl‘Sh ‘to annihilate the press, take the
fbi‘s means of gaining their end, by decr«yirig: the
fhe ession of a writer.  If they could once vilify
‘ 0 ) PRl CRRTA R ER 4
oo :l?eln"tsl;’theyh Wwould : speedily create a. necessity
for abolishing the thing ; since, if everv man
| o nt g 5. since, 1f every man who
i‘;@ﬁiic?s the decencies of life, or who - is actuated
ﬂi’) ,me:de.:of: Pprinciple, were to be withdrawn
H1om the press, it. would become too licentious for

. I there be in this country any considerable num-
bl . Of persons, who really desire theoverthmw |
Of.ﬂ}g established frame of gOW’él"ﬁméI;t::-;filéy W.ouldrj
rejoice to see the press put, at Vauance Wlth thé
orders which it is their object to extinguish, - The

mem] o d

pl}z:f:ed on the outworks of the national fortress
w 391}_;“’»‘? are daily told is bes’i‘?g@da'afnd‘in,da.ﬁ ge: _
of ‘being undermined. If the countersign, when at

”_t}h‘?}?,PO‘ﬁt{ were to be—cxclusion—from all rank in
the ‘gﬂg;fl,'son't()« W}‘ich .t,he.)’ al‘éyf;f. ,e_xpccte(i t‘(")‘ mivé
‘;ibe_,alarny would the assailants wish for a fn&rS fa;
‘&0u1able picquet to watch _.tlleii",a'p_[-}_roaches'}?; o ‘,
.. But it is the glory of the Constitution of Eng-
Jand that it has no exclusions. - The most exalte d
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situations under the Crown are held out by the be-
‘néﬁ-éent"testamentl of our forefathers, as-the birth-
ight of all its'sons, who, by their attainments, ta-

lents, and servides,‘ may entitle themselves to ‘ad-

vancement under its sanctions; The road tohonour

in: '»En‘gland is like the path to HéaVen";‘ Wiljicll; ,
though it may be difficult of access, is yet not shut

" to the most humble and obscure. Every thing

is within the possible reach of merit, and therefore
every distinction is dear to an Englishman, because
it may be his own, or may be attained by his poste-
rity. " He is thus -stimulated tfo”: a ‘contest in :whi'ch
emulation produces excellence; and service ‘to the |
ycountrky a title to its honours. "T’hi_s_’vvas,~With_‘g‘i‘eéft ‘
modesty on his part, emphatically stated by the'pre-
sent Lord Eldon in the course of our fo_'r‘meift'rial';
to which T have alluded; in 1793.. . Upon that oc-
casion, thenoble Lord, in his reply to Lord Erskine,
speaking of theequal protection and favour, which
the English ‘Constitution holds out toall, thus
exp'res?sed-‘himself:*‘ R AL e
'« Let me intreat him (Lord Erskine) to reflect
on the situation 'in’ which both of us are now
placed, and which; if twenty years-ago, any person
had told me I should: havé*attainéd,f I should have
regarded it as madness.” If we by our industry, -
* (my friend, indeed, with the advantage of his su-
perior talents ) have acquired a degree of distinc-
tion which- we ¢could not.reasonably have looked .
for, let us be thankful to that government to whose
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, puuf_ymOr itself :

“Court and it was passe
‘that honom able Society :
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protection and favour ‘we are, in a_ great. measure
indebted for ou1 success  And. ,do not, let us, b ;
any I‘d.Sh attempt upon our const; utlon, ( he m,lgh{;
haye ‘added by ang Yy zllzberal proscrzptzon) put it out
ofthe powe1 of our clnldren to use to 31mllar srtu—
atxons, or depl ive them of those blessmgs whlch

44444

we have ourselves S0 srgndlly experleneed ”-—'—T he

ease of' leel The Klng Y. John
others, 1794“ p 54 .

How een"the resolutlon of an honourable and
learned‘S elety, _whlch has recentlyheen alluded
to in Pa llament be reconcﬂed w1th’ ﬂ]‘lS nlrnated

appeal toa most dlstmgmshed Member of thelr own

body? Ever_y cornmumty must, hue the power. of

and they cannot be made auswer-
able for thelr determmatlon, vupon any, mdwr ual
case, m whlch the_y may exercise thelr nobzle qﬁ' -
clum ; but to pass a sentence of eternal c1v1l repr.

batlon on a whole class of the ng s, Subj (I:ctO?
and to excommumcate thcm from the pale oJf ths,
Constltutlon, is ameasure whmh I am surere uu‘ee
Only to be revxsed to be annulled H and wh(lch ;

am to]d ‘was passed, in the Words in whlch it
stands, through mere madvertency* IE lt werea

resolution which tended to preserve the dlgmty of
a professmn essentml to the pure and equal admlv

FEPE 3
L ET he followmg is the resolutlon of the Benchers of’meoln ]

Inn, but which has not been acceded to by all the other, Tuns, of
ed et a mectmg ot only_ﬁ e members of

S No pe
No person who has writfen for hm: in_the I\e\vspdpors sha,ll

be adml‘t(d to’ do cxmcms to tntltle ‘him to be cdllul to the

Bar.»

‘butit is not so.

.
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nistration  of Justlce, all men would appldud it ;
If the Law i in England is in dan-

ger of being’ deo'raded from a professmn intoa

trade, it is: not “from the Newspapers nor from

any person ever eng«wed in them, that pollunon is
likely to be received.” In tr uth I know of no

means, sul)Ject to the power of dlscrrmmatron, that.

belongs* to the Law Societies, S0 favomable to a

preparation for the bar, as the employment of a.

part of the tlme, reqmre(l for study, in reportm,g
the debates of Parlmment It is a school in ‘which
tllelr mmds are llkely to be enlarged by the m-
whlch learmng and eloquence never fall to obtam,
hut Whlch a.xe always the most splendld and com-

.....

tice, and " humamt) Indeed my experlence en-
ables ‘me to say that the nnpressnons made on the
minds of the: young: men who have f'requented the
O'aller_y ‘of the House ot' Commons (Whether they
did so ' from curloslty oras a resource) have had
an ammatmg mﬂuence on thelr futurellves-—whlch
have obtamed m ‘the Church the Courts of Law,
‘and the: State. ‘For men of talents rarel) devote,
themselves to reporting as a ‘pursuit in life. The
recollection of, the fate..of . all. those who actually.
dld look:for fortune to their talent in ‘this’ respect,
would deter men of ed ucatlon from -enteri ing into
it at: all; if- it were not a fair road to a more pro-
mlsmo~ course. :
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. And when it is considered  thaf, the occupa-~-
tion. requires a previous consummate. ‘edication:
—that the persons have all, therefore, been. 1i--
beraliy ‘bred, that they are chiefly - the sons of

Clergymen, or of other professional men, who have
perhaps made many sacrifices. to endow their
minds with. knowledge and talents that may qualify
them to aspire by honourable ways ‘to-advance-

ment, it will be owned: that there is nothmg; in:
itself to taint the character with reproach “There:
is nothing in - it: which tends either to sophlstlcate

" the understandmg or to' vitiate the heart. ' Take
from. the’ sons of persons, in the- ‘middle sphere of"
life, whose means may.have ceased with the vigour- -
of their faculties, or with the close of an industii:
ous life,  or whose homes - are at a distance: from

London, the opportumty of writing for" remunera-
tion, and what is left for a youth in his progross
from: school to the bar ? Oh no, not'all writing
for hireis denied them ! for if they are men-fit to.
be Reporters, they may become" Special Pleaders,

and may deal in Opinions, Pleas and Demurlers,
which: it is perfectly consistent with' honour to-

retail at five shillings a piece ! * I do not mean to'

insinuate any:thing ao'amst thisspecies of employ-'
ment; but I-wishto keep open the laro'ellsouxce of*

provision which it is now attempted- to shut, and’

which;: I think better calculated to elevate ‘the’
mind of a youth to -a just: contemp]atlon of the’
rlghts and dutles of a British subject and to make

xiii

lnlum (coupled w1th legal study) what I conceive

to. be one of the noblest characters in life, a consti-

.tutlonal Enwhsh Lawver

If 1t were not that it mlglit be 1eo*arded as atres-

pass on. decorum for me, in this place; to attempt
'to 1llustrate the. charactel of our Courts of Judi- -

cature, I should only have to-refer to the. follow-
ng pagés for an example of the splendor that sur-
rounds an Engllsh Bench of Justice in the dispen-
sation of the Laws, which protect the blameless as
eﬁ”ectually as they serve to punish the 0“u1lty The
dlrectlon of the noble and leamed Judge in this
cause. Wlll be held in reverence as lono' as the just
and. proper. leerty of the Press shall be dear to
EnOhshmen e .
I am:sure tha’c I shaH be,pardoned for mtrud:mg
on the pubhc thlS notice. of the: proceeding ‘of
the Benchers of meoln s Inn—I am moved to it
by no, personal con51demt10n . I am arrived.ata
perlod of life When the resolutlon, if it should.en-
dure, could not, aﬁ'e(,t ‘me 3; but my knowledge of
the talents ;z_md; integrity of .many of the persons
ﬁh_b hé;v,é }S_eéﬁ engaged and who are still engaged
in the pén iodical press, makes it a duty incumbent
upon, me to exert myself in. procurmo' the re-
peal of a sentence so inimical to. Justice. 1.can tru-
ly say tha,t there have. been both of former and of
later years, eno'aged in. my own. and other Journals;
persons who are now, employed, in - various situa~
tlons, professwnally and .politically, .with credlt
‘and honour to themselves and . -with advantage to
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tlie publlc I could name severil gentlemen, M-

ferior to no equal number, that might be selected-
out of any rank of Society, in intellectual endow-

ments or in moral character. T do not desiré any
particular favour for the periodical press. I de-
mand only: justice: - Withdraw this opprobrious
bar; and “they will vindicate: their own claims to
emplo_yment Mine is not a prayer for lndu]gence

==Jtisa petlthﬂ of right. SR A

- I must say, however, that T am conﬁdent it will
ot be dcmed ; and T feel singular satisfaction ii

_ being’ able to: say that I have heard but one feelmg

expressed by all- considerate men either as to this

partluﬂar casé, or as. to -the declamatory -abuse -

‘thrown out against us by one or two Members of

Parliament. And in truth: I never knew dn mstance ,

of real enmity. to’ the press but from persons whosé
views were not pubhc Vam ‘however- is ‘the at:
tempt of ‘any man who looks  for political import-

-ance, to shelter hinrself from ‘the scrutiny of the

press.. The spirit of inquiry, by which the nation
15 qulckened has given a spread to hght and infor=

‘mation unexampled in-any former- period of ‘out.
history; and . which cannot fail to: be most favour:
able to-the- best interests of the realm. - It. is work:
i ing a pragresswe 1mprovement by the most qu1et

and therefore the: most effectual means. The: value

of the free- press isi thoroughly understood ;- and
the recent instance of the reception which a rlghi

honourable Geéntleman (whose chief title to reward
was bis alaerity in the exceution. of a ministerial

“mandate against it) met with: from the enlighteriéii
Freeholders:of. Cambndge will have-a suitable in-
- fluence on the conduct of others.” :He now talks .

ofa conspiracy .of the press-against individuals, as
he before talked:of & conspiracy ‘of the people

against the House of Brunswick ! Thisis very ridi- -

culous,. but no- doubt- he wishes to asslg‘n over the
newspapers 1 to wretches even-lower in ‘the scale of
being than grubs—-to creatures” who ‘would not

tum when trampled on; ‘but this'sentiment belongs

toa very: few indeed ;-ahd I am happyto be ableto
Jmtlfy all men of - real consuleratxon from: the ‘re-
Proaeh Cpgms RIS LLE I T D
Nothmg can’ be more unj ust than the attempt
to xmplxcat,,e' the ' Whigs invithe charge of an affected

disdain of the:press,-or'of 'a* cold disregard of the

people—-——The readeﬁ nust have witnessed the' insi-

‘nuationsiwhich are thrown out; «of their avoxdmg |
to.use aniintelligible language=—that they absent |

themselves from péepular meetmgs-——that they speak

‘with acrimony of the public: indifférénce’to our-dan.
ger, while they do'nothing themsclves to conciliate -

their estéem or to rouse’ their’ actlvxty 3 and that

in shoit: they seem to have imbibed the Lonvmtlon, -
whichit has been the tactic *of 'the” agé- ‘to brmg‘
jnto’ fashion)' that parties must ook to ‘anothér

quarter only for: sui‘)‘po‘rt' >+ ‘This -is -said, for'the
‘purpose of making the public and the press ‘their
€nemy, and ‘has- been 'so often 1epea1:cd that’ many

, p60ple gwe credit to the slander’; - yet nothmg ‘éan

be more unfounded “In’ iny very humblé:station it

e e e )
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becomies ine only+to state the resultof myown obsers’
vation—And I'must declare thatIthink the veryabs<

stinence of the Whigs from' -all communion: with

the violent Innovators of the day,-is a‘proof that

~ they are steady to the faith of “their ancestors, and
“that they are persuaded of the speedy return of the
nation to a just confidence in the more ‘prudent

‘course of reform, which they have advised. They
are convinced of the nece551ty of that reform, since
the unbounded increase of the expendlture de-
mands proportxonate securltles to the. people
, against .the : influence. Whlch 1t creates “They
must be very inconsiderate observers of the pubhcb ,
- temper indeed, if they did not see that no- effective .
Government possessmg, agit'must possess, both the
-eonfidence of the Crown and of the people,. can be

estabhshed Wlthout a salutary and eﬁ'ectual correc-

tion of the abuses that have crept into the system. |

The feelmg of the necessﬂ;y for this reform is -uni-

versal,.and the real constitutional friends of liberty
know that the people look: for 1t—that they will
give their confidence to -no. party, who shall not
pledge itself honestly to accomplish it—and that :
they 1ook for it, not through the means of disorder; -
but of representatron ; and that this they hope to

obtam, not throufrh dema«rogues, but by the press

._‘Sl,n‘e.__wrltmo* the above, a. dlSCllSSlOIl on the»y'
subJect sof, the - obnoxmus resolutlon has taken‘ :
place m ‘the: House of Commons, on the motlon .

xvil

‘of that-uniform and zéalous. friend of the Press,

Mr. ’Sheridan—Sfrangers were withdrawn at the
mstance of Mr. Windham, but the followmg’
brlef account of it has been transmxtted to me.

*

HOUSE OI‘ COMMO‘\TS 23(1 Jlfarck. ,

Mr. SHERIDAN sald of all the people in. that House, he ,
least expected the enforcement of the Standing Order for -
the -exclusion of the publlc from the Right Honourable
Gentleman who had come forward -on this occasion. He

‘expected he wonld have eagerly seized this opportumty ‘

to recant the false doctrings which he had formerly so un-
gnardedl y uttered, and become a convert to the true faith
of the freedom of the Press. . He expected this candid
and concﬂxatory proceedmg, p’u‘trcnlarly as the Right-
Honourable Gentleman had been so very: -zealous in the
Correction. of his speeches, so very anxious as to the stress
of his emphasm, and the modulation of his voice, and so
stndlously 1nqu151t1ve as to the happlest attltudes for
giving his sentiments a pantomrmlc effect.  He was led,
indeed, still more strongly into this expectation, which
had been .so fatally disappointed, from the information

~ that he had_ ‘made amicable advances to Mr. Cobbett and

entered into- a fair treaty of conciliation. = These hints he
merely threw out for the consnderatron of the Right Ho-

. nourable Gentleman Mr Sherldan then professed his in-

tention of not troublmg the House at any lenoth, which,
lndeed could hardly be necessary, after the observations
he had made respecting ‘the subject of his present motion
on a former night. He could assure his Right Honour-
“able Frlend Mr. Wmdham, that he should not indulge
hrmself as that Gentleman had feared, in any declamatory ,
mvectwes agamst the Honourable Benchers of Lincoln’s
Inn, or any- glowmg paneﬂyncs on the Gentleman who.

A




Xviil

had just left the Gallery. The case that he wished to
bring before the House was one which seemed to-him well

‘to deserve the interposition of Parhament yet he should

have been better pleased to have obtalned hls obJect as he
expected to have done, by the voluntary act of the Ho-
nourable Benchers, of whose bye-law he complamed

He -understood that the law was made unadvisedly, on a
sudden - apphcatlon to them after dmner, when but a few

~ Benchers wére ‘present, and he believed that even those

who made -it ‘were well disposed to repeal it, on further

- consideration of the subject, He knew that out of term

they could not, in the regular course of their proceedmgs,
meet for the purpose, but the matter in his opinion was

- weighty and urgent enough to call for an extraordmary
jmeetmo‘ At all events,’ he could not reconcile himself 1 to
~any further delay in submitting it to the cons1deratlon ‘of
~the House. - The bye-law, which had been placarded by

the order of the Benchers in the Comimon Hall of the

- Society, where the Court of Chancery sits, proscnbed a
~whole class of men, and fixed a stigma. upon them, by
 declaring them to be unworthy of ‘being admitted into an
~honourable professton. It was declared,; that no man who
had ever written in a newspaper for hire, should: be al-
-lowed to perform his preparator y exercises, in order to his

admission to the bar,  If suoh a rule had formerly pre-

- vailed, it ‘would have exclu&ed from the bar many -men
~who had: been ‘ornaments to their professmn, and distins -
guished Members of that House. “He had a long list of
“such characters in his hand, but would not read it, least it

¢hould seem mdehcﬂe or 1nv1d10us 3 smce the Benchers
of Lincoln’s Inn, it seems, thought the case’ dlsreputable,

- though in his own eyes it was the reverse,  He mwht

hoWever, without any danger of exciting any contemptu-

~ous feelings in’ the mind of HIS Rwht Honourable Friend
_(Mr. W mdham), mention a man whom he rather’ more
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‘than -idolized, Dr. Johnson, as one who had w.rittengfor
_ periodical publications for hire, and had even written Par-
liamentary debates, though without coming into the-Gzﬂ-'-
~lery to hear them.  Here: Mr. Sheridan related a well

known -anecdote of Dr. Johnson, which had occurred at
1he Literary Club. Two speeches of the late Lord Chat-

ham, or, to avoid the turn of a certain waggery that had .

been used, he would say, the great Lord Chatham; had
been compared to the orations of Cicero and: Demosthenes ;
but the question was, which of them resembled the Greek,

and which the Roman Orator; and this was' referred to

Dr. Johnson. The answer was; < I do not know ; but this
T well remember; that I wrote: them both.” - ‘He' might

~ also, without offence, mention another departed character,
lately high in the esteem of :the House, and of his Right

Honourable Friend ' in particular, the late Dr. Lawrence,
who also would have fallen within the -present : proscrip-
tion, if it ‘had formerly existed. . -He did not know whe-
ther the authors of this bye-law confined their dislike to

_daily newspapers. Did it extend to Weekly ones also ? ‘If so,

why not to Monthly Magazines and Quarterly Reviews'? >If
it recached -so_far as Annual Registers, their - prinmple
would stigmatize even Mr. Burke, who had written fora
periodical publication of thatkind, andbeen remunerated

for ‘his trouble. - Of about twenty-three Gentlemen who

were now employed in reporting Parliamentary Debatcs
for the newspapers, no less than eighteen were men regu-

~ larly educated at the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge,

Edinburgh or ‘Dublin, most of them. graduates at the

~Universities, and several -of them had gained prizes

and other distinetions there by their literary attainments,
He again repeated, that:he could mention a long list: of
public and - professional characters of great respectability,
to whom -this' illiberal proscription would ‘strictly apply,
but that he abstained from it for the' reason already as-

a2 :




~ his sentiments on thisoccasion, ... -
- He hoped nothing -that might. fall from hlm woald be '
construed into any. dlsrespect towards the Benchers of
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signed. After several other forcible remarks, Mr. She-
ridan “concluded by moving, that ¢ ihe Petition of Mr,

} . Farquharson should be referred to the Standing Com-

¢ mittee of Courts of Judicature.” .
* The- ATTORNEY-GDNERAL opposed the motlon, not on
the merits of the case, from the conslderatxon of which he

professedly abstained, but because there was a legal remedy

‘by application to the twelve J udges ; 1o prove which he

read a case from Douglas’s Reports, and, 'therefore, the
_interposition of Parllament would, in hxs Judgment be

premature and improper. -

Mr. WINDHAM rose to use the short monosyllable,
) “No!” to every assertion made about him, ‘except as

to the correctlon of his speeches. -Above all, ‘he-never
~ had descended to any advance, or the shghtest concﬂlatlon

with <Mr. Cobbett He would now leave’ the subject 16
those who came for the purpose of dlseussmg it. ( He
shorily after left the House.) i

- Mr. STEPHEN said that his connecuon W xth the Socwty

of meolns TInn, of which he had had the honour of

‘being a member for thu‘ty-ﬁve years; mxght alone have
led him to take apart in the debate ; buta partlcular con-
sxderatlon, known to many Gentlemen around him, and

~of which he should probably put the House in possesslon

before he sat down, called on: hlm more strongly to cxpress

K

Lmooln s Inn ; he felt for them collectwely,ednd as far as

‘ thelr charactels were known to him mdl\udually too, the

most ‘unfeigned respect. Among them, he ‘could .reckon

“some of his earliest and most intimate professional frlends ;
~ and he belleved that men of more liberality of seutiment
~could not easdy be - found. - But he- must - nevertheless

freely avow his concurrence in the views of the Right
Honourable Gentleman who made this motion, and declare
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that he thought the regulation in questlon hlghly illiberal
and:unjust.. :He doubted not it must have proceeded from
some’ hasty feehngs, and would on, due conSLderatlon be;

revoked.

- Tofix astigma upon a wbole class of men, by shuttmo' .

against them. 1ndlscnmmate1y, the door of .2 liberal and

honotirable profession, open to all the rest of thelr fellow :

subjects, was in his Judrrment quite unJustlﬁable, unless
there were something in the common description which
belonged to them, that 1mplled of necesstty a- universal
unfitness for that profession; or unless their exclusmn by
any other and fairer criterion could not be attained. Now

it could.not be alleued in the case of admission to the bar ‘
by the law societies, that there was.no power of ascertam- _
~ ing the quallﬁcahons of students applying to be called '
and inquiring; if it were thought fit, into thexr past. cba-'

racter and conduct.: ‘Already the standing legulatlons re-
qulred that every Gentleman, before he could perform

his exercises, or- if ‘he’ remembered right, before he even

entered .into Commons, must produce a certificate. from a

practising: Barrister of the society, that he was quallﬁed';
in-point of ‘character for the profession of the Bar: and
prior ito his being actually called, he must have a llke_
testimonial from one of the Berichers: themselves. If these
precautions were not sufficient, ‘farther and strleter ones
“might be framed, so as to scrutinize- eﬁ'ectu'dly into the’
moral and intellectual character of: every individual can-

didate for admxssnon, ‘without branding the class of fellow

subjects to. which he bad. belonged There was not in this’
case; therefore, such an '1pology, as necessity . or, strong._

reasons of public convenience mmbt afford, for -a ~general
rule of exclusion.” ‘Was. 1t ‘then the prmcnple of this re-
gulation: that persons who had at any. time. written for

a . periodical press, and not written gratmtously, we:e,’

as; such, universally unworthy of admlelon mto an: hO-
a 3
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nourable profession ? A teproach in which Johnson and
Hawkesworth, Steele and  Addison, would have been in-

* ¢luded, was surel y more likely to reflect disgrace on its au=

thors than its objects. FHe was at a loss for the distinct

views on which such a prejudice against persons writing for

newspapers ‘could be founded.: Was it supposed that
persons of that desci'i'ption-were -always destitote of edu-
cation and liberal sentiments, or were, in point of origim
and connections ‘in life, if those were material circum-
stances, unfit for the society of gentlemen ? Without ad.
mitting that w!yfriting for the periodical press, though a
man’s original occupation, and however long persevered
in, would constitute any disparagement ; cases might be

put, in which, from accidental circumstances, a gentle.

‘man, originally destined to the profession of the law,

might have been driven to engage in such an employment -
as a resonrce for his immediate subsistence, and continued

/in it, perhaps, but for a brief period, without much inter-
ruption : of his professional studies ; and yet by this harsh
rule his return’ to his proféssional path” would be for ever
cut off. T will, for instance (said Mr. S.)supposc a young
man by family and edueation a' gentleman, and from his

-earliest years designed - for the legal profession, to be a

member of Lincoln’s Inns regularly prosecuting his studies

“as a lawyer, and to have airived at’ within a year and &

half of the proper standing to eiititle him to be called to

the Bar ; when by the death of hisparents and previous fa-’

mily misfortunes, he finds himself totally deprived of all

. present means of support. - The resource which he might-

have found in the aid of near relations is- pre-occupied by
fellow orphans, who from their sex . and tender years .are:

- more helpless than himself, or. perhaps Ire finds his heart
- too delicate or too ‘proud for dependency. - He has confi-
dence enough in himself to think that when the time comes
~ that he can‘put on the gown, he shall find: in it an ample
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resource. - But what expedient can he possiblyexploreiu

‘the mean time' for his subsistence ? In-this emergency, o

literary friend, a man of character 'and honour?' connected
with one of the periodical prints, proposes to our young
law student that he should undertake, as a temporary €x-
pedient; to' conduct; for a liberal remuneration, one_of vtl{ek
departments of his newspaper in which there happens to..bg ,
a vacancy. He proposes, for instance, thgt of FCPO}‘tU]"g
the debates of this House : can it be doubted, .Su’, that if
the rule now in qiestion had not existed, suf;b an offer
would ‘be joyfully accepted ? Let us suppose: it, then, to
be'so. - During one Session, our-young student reports the
debates of this House, -and performs what he finds an ar-
‘duous dllty,:with satisfaction to his own hgart; re(;:ordl:ngv
-honestly and impartially tlle;~‘de1ib,etatlons .of Parhaxflenlt,
for thé information of his country. At the end of a single
. year, he-finds himself enabledf by the death of a rela:.llou,
and its consequences, to. resign this employment, and re-
and he is grateful to. Heaven
h had not only rescued
' ed his qualifi-

‘sume his professional path ;
for an intermediate occupation whic had 1
“him -fromdependence and want, but improv
cations for future success at Aﬂ’lg B'n; ;o
‘But when he petitions the Bench - ).
Calli),;;;,vli’ow sad aould be .,_his_disa:ppoiu_tm‘ent, -howh?rl'l,el'
“would be his humi\iatig)xlg‘and distress, to ﬁ»nd that this ;x}-
éxorable rule of theSociety has given a death—blow to. 11113
‘new born hopes ! How would his mind be,:,s:tuTxg wh&n‘ told
that the expedient which he had regarded :’!‘iV’lt‘h» ,slea.-tt:o_m-. |

- placency;as his honest refuge from dgpe__ndcncy anddis bress,,
- had covered him with indelible disgrace; and for f"‘,’e‘;‘ art-
+ ¢d against him the door of an ho‘r‘l,olll‘,mblic pyrofe‘ssmu ? |
- Sir (said Mr. S.)Ican cqnccivef’bet(e? -t;hz;mv I'qan exp;,eis
what would be the anguish, and what the indignant .ge -
“ings of such:a man aslhave described on such _an.‘ogcia‘spx;

ButT may be '?thbﬁght,’perhzfs,f to'have stated .an imag

a

{ - this. Sociéty rto, be
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The case that I have described, is no

made. In ofh_cr respects the case is

to addi:éss_ you. . (Repeated cries of Hear! hear!)

_When the clicers of the House subsided, Mr. S. pro-
cecded tosay, ¢ I feel, Sir, not atall abashed at this avowal,

Iiis an incident of my life, which I am much more dis-

posed to be proud of, “or let me rather. say, to,be grateful

for, to a kind disposirlg_Proyidence,, than to blush for. . T

I do not belicye, that any Gentleman in this House, orin
My profession, will think meanly of me on this account 3

should indecd blush to be supposed to be ashamed of it. _

but should there be such a man, 1L hope I shall never hear.

of it,.for I should be tempted to hold him jn more contempt,
‘than it is allowable for us Afrail beings to feel for any of .
our feyllowb}ﬁi‘o:‘tals,”v;. ST e i b

) Mr. S. went on to state, that his own case was by. no.

means too favourable a specimen of the class of persons:
who were his contemporaries‘in‘_thg same . employment..

He colild recollect about eight or nine of them, .and of

these he did not know one, ~whose subsequent conduct in
life reflected any 'd:iscredi‘t on his former occupation. - He
believed only one of them still continued connected with

any. periodical 'p_re“ss,,andm that, was a Gentleman to whose -

character his lestimony was not \i'an_(ted > s he was well
kinown and esteemed by many Members of that House;
and reckoned among his friends Q'n'ciof the first characters
of ‘_th‘e‘-@u;ﬁ;ry_., He meant the Editor and Proprietor of
1 he Morning Chyonicle. e T T
_of the rest, five or six had been called to the Bar; an
he never ‘heard that any of them had been supposed at all
to discredit bis profession, One had been singe very

nary and highly improbable. case. . No, Sir, . it.is .hot so, -,
_ 10t imaginary : it really .
did exist; all but the rejection, which did not take place, -
b’gécéu&? no such rule as that in question bad then . been

' s aseis xeal. . Thirty years ago,
it was the case of ‘the individual who has now the honour -
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eminent in the’Courts of our’ sxstgrhls;ariige 21:1)311:1;1:1:\:‘ :
! fortune in the Colonies, and had sinc Beld a situa~
:Iil:r(xl :?;Zﬁou’l-'and¢ cohﬁdénde‘.f.un'cl'eriithe Crown',; Zﬂ;fl:‘ri ‘
had retired from the English bar »on."t.‘lfleb_?gg}:l.lvstl‘ io oxa
private 5~‘.forti1gie5‘ before his very emlqerl;t ' 't»a'.l@, =3 ‘?a*iohf |
and acquited, had time to be know1'1"1n hxvs' 1«131_1‘;;1795,530_}
He was ‘now, “alas! no.more; bu't 'ﬂ‘x.lsthc‘_ woul ds’ay'iksi
Ahir‘n,‘that no man he: e_iverfkl.lgw mn hlsxqry v?‘l‘ett “;a:t .
in life possessed a nicer sense »o£ l‘w’nou’r: an 1}111 eg X _Iyl;
The last he'should notice of them, and yvhgmb:, ex;xtiat
without imp'rbpriety ‘mention, was 1f)n_g a Memhte;I . et
House, and the very intimfit'e frxeqd.?f )t'ld;e: ng t é't‘; st
able Gentléman who made thjsd r;xotlo?h, gl::t:?s;: th(; Jate
“Richardson. - He must add, with g ratitude, that to
| x: .kilzr‘xg;:es's , ‘under ‘Prbvicluexxft:é,v _he ';yas mdebteg | f(';n; t;h;lt
seasonable resource in misfortune, towhxch he ad lately
ad;;;teg '. »addéd-,° that, with a single’ (\ax(‘:éptﬂig’x} or jwo aj;
fhé m(.)st_,° he did not know Who the ‘Gent'le'n_u?’q Were that ]III(}:
conducted that department of the Newspapers, in lw: 1((;l |
he and the friends he had alluded to were once emp ?XI?Z -
He could notspeak, the’féfdrg Afl‘OFI:lv any private partu: 11 ‘
to them, and was confident "th_qt such _‘ Me_mbgrﬁ as. 40051
the trouble to observe 1.16‘w:‘hi‘s spg?chgs hadl;ll i'ggxzzz .
been reported, would not élf,hifn’k hg ‘was muck mt e
favour ; but it was the ‘profession or. g_mplp_y.mgn;l; (Sieit"
not-the individuals who now or at anyother tgmg fi : 0:
‘that he thought it his duty to f]efend‘ agamst an lanI;lS pro-
scr’ipti’dn;’ and 'it"co'illd' be hardlty»..thq-quhtj thattire :v:ls;.
any thing essentially tde‘gradivng‘ m \th»ej employme,: . tlhs se
| after the facts which he ‘had‘mentmn‘gd , in addl_.u‘:(;;; civw 0s 1
which had been alluded toby the .Rjght quqg}_‘ai de \ £gve
of this q:liestion'."- For his pgxt‘,“mdge’q:,: hecou HOSSG,:
what thére was more disparaging .to a gegt}gmap, or 'a‘[flzd'
in a liberal profession, in reporting the. proceedings a |
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debates of the Legislatare, than in reportirig the judgments

ofa Court of Law,
. a t{VIP 3STEIT*“’§‘N then proceeded to argue égainst: tll.é;egﬁ 8
: bnocn An: ?1\‘1,85,‘51011, on grounds of public and con Stif’ll.iionazg
policy,. To fix a stigma onany class of men, .and dé«r‘ra'dc

IR e - L b

them b_g?tlofw their fellow subjéqts, by exelusion from a com-
mon privilege, was the surest way to. make thefn-ciiséﬁ‘ééted '

tpfthg_ftatc.. : S“{l.ch,: at. least, must be: the case, when. the
lfg,:l’o_l_ln ,Qﬁ@,!clusvlon; was an impeachment of their nidrﬁl dr
onorary:character. . But if such S DPTEsSion was fo e t
FRRHACIL. - but il such- oppression was to be ine
troduced in this land of fre ‘ o
ocduced 1n this fand of freedom and equalit '
’ , uality; at least w.
should take care not to select, as the victims :)f it, a sei ’o:'

men who had se. much political ‘power: in their hands ag.

ft;he.con,(li;ct of the periodical press. . The military: pro-
dession was -every where held honourable, and.:tb dzrrfﬁd;
it would be felt by every body to be in the last. degr(:,e 1m-

prudent and dangerous; but he would be bold to say .
b . ! L ¥y

tha.t-.thg. military had not more the fate of the counirv j

their havnd's under despotic ;Goverhmenté *th-a,n >t1;1 fyfln
kdu‘ft,"rs 'of Newspapers had in thiskinofdom Ae'cf".l"
their united. and - systematic hostilities, tt;ze C;)vn.srtitgliitlir(l)slf

- eould not long stand. = To sanction an innovation there-

fore, tha.t would tend to raise an esprit du €orps amon
them umversally against our public establishments ﬁ'oulg
be to aggravate greatly the dangers of the counf;y. As

a friend to the liberty of the Press, he deprecated such a

prg'cecfent% for the Press would soon. become dangerous
and obnoxious, if it was to fall into the hands of déwrade& |
. " =Taks

and disaffected charaeters.. It was in this view chiefl
Y

Fbat he thought the - interference of Parliament justifiab

if the perseverance of the Benchers should malge 'tl ] ~1<‘?:
sary, notwithstanding the arguments.of the Attornel 2;’ Ceh‘
ral. It wasnot a private or particular case, tc‘)y.b o
dressed by appeal to the Judges; but a cdse,of ) eff?'
and public mischief,: fit for the presiding wisdom ff? ';;:l
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liament, as-the guardian of the public-weal, to notice and
correct. ” ‘ SR TR A o
He regarded such stigmas on a particulari.iclass or cast,
of men, inany society, as cruel and mischievous in another
view. If they did not-find men worthy of contempt; they
would soon make them so. © Degrade any portion of society,

* and you will infallibly reduce its moral character, till it.

seems deserving of the ignominy to which it has:been un-
justly subjected. ' He hadlived long in-a part of the world
which furnished a striking proof of this remark ; and
there was nothing more odious in a contemptuous opprgs#
sion, than its corrupting effect on the minds of its unfor=
tunate victims. If this were so when the badge of degra-
dation wasthe colour of the skin, or some other subject of
public contempt which the ind ividuals derived fromnature
or some other unavoidable source, how much more when
entering into the degraded cast, was matter, not of neces=
sity, but choice. Men would not choose.an employment
proscribed.as dishonourable, unless thair moral character
were already corrupted. “Were we. prepared, then, _at onee
to maintain the liberty -of the Press, and .to say that ity
conductors - should hercafter be men so low in nio,l’al and
honorary - sentiments, as to choose . an ignominious em-
ployment? -~ o et
. Mr. Stepuen further argued, that toselect the popular,
open profession - of the bar, as the cnly subject of this de«
grading disfranchisement of a portion of the Commons of
England, was peculiarly_imp‘roper and strange. That
profession was in a pre-eminent manaer the patrimony of
the people at large; and. to it indeed, they. owed, more
than to their Parliaments, that general equality of rightsy
-and exemption. from all aristoeratical: oppression,. which
it was their distingnishing - happiness to possess. The
Coutts of Law, by their liberality, had abolished that dis--
tinction of casts; which, in the times. of Villanage, de~



XX Viit

graded a gi‘eat: major'ity.‘of ‘our 'ariCe.stOré, and exéluded
them from liberal professions. It was a blessing ‘which"

the people of England owed 1o their lawyers, and it was -

singular that a departure from the principle of consti-

tutional equality, should in ‘these days begin in the same
profession. He could not help suspecting; in ‘this regu-
lation, ' a latent principle of aristocratical pride aind con~

tempt for: poverty, as such; for why-otherwise should

- the restriction apply only to those who wrote for emolu-,

ment ? If the act of wrifing for the newspapers was im-

~ moral or dishonourable, he did not sce how the doing it

gratmtously could' redeem the act from -reproach. - Cer-
tainly, it was presumable, that those who exercised such:
an employment for ' gain, - were not in affluent circum-:
stances; but if poverty or humility of origin were to:
become reproachful in the Inns of Court, many a proud
scutcheon, which now ornamented their walls, must be:
taken down. In other professions, asthe Church, or.
Army, hereditary  claims' or fortune might facilitate pre-
ferment's but at the Bar, a profession which was a'much
more frequent road to rank and fortune, no such extrin-

sic advantao-es were -of any 'avail. - On the contrary, it

was proverbial, that a necessnty arising from poverty in
the early part of life, was almost the only source of splen-

did success at the bar. 1t was the most amiable and.valu~ -

able'ftilit of our happy»‘C()nstitution', that every path. of
honourable ambition was open to talents and industry,

“without distinction of ranks; but in the Law, especially,

tbe"s't‘mn'gest examples of the happy effects of this equality .

were to be found.  On the whole, therefore, if wewereto
begin to - form  proscribed - and degraded - casts’ in thig. -
country, he’ thought we should, at least; not begin the
innovation'in the professwn of the Law,and against those -

who were in possession of the great organs of. public:in-
formatxon, the:conductors of the periodical Press. = . ...
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© Mr. S, concluded by saying, that he should vote for
the practical . course proposed. by his Right -Honourable .
Mover, merely because it had- been. proposed by him, and

-was ‘the only.: remedy at present suggested. - Had. Mr. :

" .Sheridan moved for leave to bring.in.a bill, declaring. such -
disfranchisements . of any class of. British subjects; by the. 3
‘Inns of - Courts, - unconstltutxonal ‘and void, -he would also -
+have supported- that measure, -or.any other :that mmht :
.be more: proper to be taken for the same. _]ust and necessary ;
‘«Lﬂd O : N . e

. SirJonN ANSTRUTHER, as-a Bencher of meoln s Inn, ‘
-greatly regretted that: the -regulation in: question had ever -
been adopted, and professed his entire . concurrence in all .
the sentiments: which. the: last- spe'tker had " so eloquently :
‘expressed. ‘- The character of the Honourable and:Learned.
.Gentleman was as ‘convinging an-argument:as:any. that: he -
-had used.. -No man who considlered what the. profession. .
‘and the House-would have lost, if that Gentleman had -
becn excluded from the Bar,:by a rule of this kind, could -
‘hesitate to- pronounce it both unjust and unwise,. and.one .

- that otight not to. be:suffered to exist. . In fact, the regus~ ..
‘lation' had been suddenly adopted. by.a very small Board -
-of Berchers,- after dinner; on a:suggestion from some Bar- .-
risters -in the Hall. Thoutrh it: mmight surprise the Houae, e
the Barrister- whose. niame was at. the head: of thosewho -
-signed - the - proposition was no.: sother.than Mr. Clifford
-(Hear;~hear!)—and: the Benchcr in- the chair, about -
four only being present,  was the.late Lovd . Chancellor -
-Erskine. : (Hear, hear! butthis was not'so.) Sir:J, Anstru- .
-ther added, that knowing the opinions of several of his
fetlow Benchers on:the subject,-he had:no-doubi:that ‘when.
the returi-of term gave a proper opportunity for thepurpose, -
-the -réglalatidn-f would bé withdrawn, and be hoped there= .
fore the Right Honourable Gentleman would :not fréss his -
“propositiony which-he'.deemed -an improper and unneces- -
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“gsary interference with the Benchers in the government of
~the Society ; especially as an appeal might bring the

partlcular case to the revision of the.T'welve Judges.
The Soricitor GENERrAL thought himself bound in can-

: idour_to confess, that he was one of the few Benchers who, on
“the suggestion of eight Barristers, had hastily adopted

-this regulation, which he would not undertake to defend*

He paid very. high compliments to Mr. Stephen, both-on-
- the score of his talents and personal -character ; and said,
~ that like Longinus, he had illustrated by his own example,

,hls oéwn tenets on this subject. 'His own character was the
best proof that such a rule ought not at least to be indis-

‘criminate: - He strongly maintained, in opposition to Mr.
-Sheridan, that the Twelve Judges had a jurisdiction; not

.merely to redress the individuals aggrieved by the rule in
‘question, but to reverse the rule itself; and, therefore, the
interference of Parliament would, at least, be premature. —

The petitioner came per saltum to the House, before he had
pursued the regular-course to obtain legal redress. The

- Solicitor-General, however, professed: his confident.expec-
dation, that the Benchers of Lincoln’s Inn, now that the
- merits of the question had been discussed, and were betier:

understood would see cause at least to revise and alter thc

. regulatlon, if not wholly to revoke it.

“Mr. CroxEer in strong terms termed the regulatmn

: 1lhbera1 impolitic, and unjust, and thought. that thc cre-

dit of the Honourable Society demanded its rcpeal

" “also professed the highest respect for the character of Mr

. -Stephen, and the manly manner in'which he had conduct-
To'say more would only be
to repeat the arguments of that Gentleman, in all of which
he heartily concurred.” But he trusted that the Right
Honourable Gcnﬂeman, on secing that his.object was likely
to be attained in a niore satisfactory way, would w ithdraw
‘his motion.  Should the event be different from. what such

‘Erskine.
‘the Bye-law was resolved on by the Bench of this

‘Society.
‘Benchers of the Inmer Temple and of Grays Inn

XXX}

' re9pectable Benchers of the Socicty as had expressed their

opinions, expected, he pledged himselfto support a future-
application to Parliament to the best of his power.
Mr. SHERIDAN, in a brief and neat reply, declared he

“could not hesitate, under such expectations as were held

out to him, to withdraw his motion. His object was
always to attain his end when he could, without disputing.
needlessly on the means. He could not, however, rtegtet.
having brought forward the question, as he doubted

~ whether otherwise the matter would have been brought

sufficiently to the attention of the Benchers to induce
them to revoke their rule; and especially since his motion
had been the means of gratifying the House with the very

~manly and eloquent speech of the Honourable and Learn-

ed Gentleman whose case furnished so decisive an argu-
ment in his support. : '
‘The motion was accordingly withdrawn.
~Sir John Anstruther took occasion afterwards

to correct his statement with regard to Lord
The noble Lord was not present when

It ought to be known also, ‘that the

refused to concur in it. ,

I have no doubt it w111 now be expunged fmm
the Journals of Lincoln’s Inn. I am truly grate-
‘ful to the Honourable Members, who have so

, hberdlly vmdlcated the fair claims of Journalists,
~and partlcularly to Mr. Stephen, for his most hand-

some recolleetion and mention of | me personally
: Strand, 97 March, 1810, - J. P
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COURT OF KING’S BENCH
. Saturday, February 24, '

BEFORE LORD ELLENBOROUGH AND A SPEGIAL JURY."

THE KING V. LAMBERT "AND ANOTHER, FOR A mBEL
oN 'HIS MAJ,ESTY s PERSON AND GOVERNMENT.

'L-;‘ . -

The followzng were the names of the Jurors sworn. )

v -

‘John Irwin, Esq

‘Henry Woodgate, Esq.

Mr. John Horseman~ .
‘Mr. John Brown . { Tales--
“Mr. Thomas Swift  { men*.
Mr. Isaac Ayres ) AR

Charles J ones, Esq. -

Ja ames Heath, Esq
Thomas J effneq, Esq.
Thomas anht Esq. -
George Parkmson, Esq.

, COUNSEL FOR! THE Cnown-——The Attorney General
M. Garrows and Mr. Rlchardson.k c}omcrx.'oms, Messrs.

th(,hﬁeld ) e
Somcrron Fon 'IHE DEFENDANTS—-—MI’. Lowten. A

Mn Rlchardson for the Crown stated that thls was an In-
formatlon by Hls Ma]esty s Attorney General aO*alnst J ohn

I < NS
BT ) REPINV

L Seven of the Common J urors Out of eleven names, taken: from the. bot,
were challenged by the Crown, sub silentio ; a practice which I trust it i8
enly necessary for me here to mention, to procure its discontinuance. Ed.
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~ Lambert, Printer of the Morning Chronicle, and James 5 ; e e

»f:i Perry, the Proprietor, for a Libel on His Majesty’s Person \i ' , ' MR-, -ATTOR.N.EY GENERAL,

and Government: to which the Defendants kad pleaded '

Not Guilty, and upon which issue was joined. ' ' GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY’

:,_* ’ The Information was as follows: .~ , - I I have felt it my duty to bring this Informatmn against
B _ ' L : i  Mr, Lambert, the Printer, and Mr. Perry, the sole Proprie-
A INFORMATION. R tor of the Morning Chronicle, for a Libel on His. Majesty’s

B : Person and . Government, which appeared.in the shape of
‘ MICHAELMAS TERM, 50th Geo. IIL. 1. a paragraph in-that paper; on Monday; the second day of
MIDDLESEX, Beit remembered ﬂk’lt Sir Vica.ry Gibbs, Knt. Att()rney ) ,October Iast. It is not unusual to treat all efforts tO chechk
General of our present Sovereign Lord the King, who, for our said Lord the . : . '
King, in this bcl})mlf pros’ec’ut’et: in his prdper ;;réo‘l‘f,’ cometh here iito the .publ_tcatlons of thls klnd’ as d“%t attgmp ts to break in on
. Court of oursaid Lord the King hefore the King himself, at- Westminster, en the hbert’y of - the. press,_ and to check the course of free
0 Monday next after the morrow of All Souls in this same Term, and, for our discussion; I, therefore;, beg leave to say a few words
o “aid Lord the King, giveth the Court here to: understand and be informed, upon the subject. A free, fair, and full inquiry into the
that John Lambert, late of the Pansh ot‘ St.. Paul Coxent Garden, in the mcasures ofAdmlmstlatlon and into the conduct of pub-
County of Mlddlesex, Prmtcr, and ‘Tames Per r), late of the same place, L f bli ffai I id
Gent. being seditious, malicious, and ill-disposed perso: d bei 1y’ 1c-men in the adm“uStratwn ol publica alrs’ COIlbl er
Y y I P ns, an ing greatly
- disaffected to our said pl'cselltSovéréiO"n Lord, George the Third,by the Grace to be not’ Only lanul} but usc.ful ] and I d‘O assure.iy ou
of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland, King, Defender that no endeavour shall ever be made by me to curtail it.
Such an attempt upon my part, or on the part of .any

of the Faith, and'to his Adiministration of the Government of this ngdom,
and most unlawfully, wmkedly, and maliciously, devising, designing, and ine

K tending, as much as in them lay, to bring our said Lord the ng and his person . standmg . my situation, would be hlgh]y
Administration of ‘the Government of this Kingdom, and the persons em- improper, dangerous, and unjust.—The constltutlon itself

ployed by him in the Admmxstratlon of the Government of this ngdom ! f‘;‘tll,e. llberty of the ‘SubJCCtg and many Of the  best
into «rreat and pubhc hatred and contempt amongdll his Llegé SubJects, and 2 : privileges, which were origmally obtamed by . our
to alienate and withdraw from o id Lord the Ki : T . :
e ursaid Lord the King the' cordial Love and ancestors, we owe to the freedom of the : Ppresss
ection,’ true and due Obedience, Fidelity, and Allegiance of the Subjects a s . . . P e .
of our said Lord the King, on the 2d day of Octoberin the 49th year of the and to the free exercise of that right we are indebted for
Reign of our said present Sovereign Lord the King, at the Parish of St; Paul, the preservation of them to ihis day ; and, I trust, will
Covent Garden, intie County of Middlesex; did unlayfally, seditiously, ant be indebted for the preservation of them to the latest pos-
mahclously, punt and publish, and cause and procure to be prmted and terity. . It is not for any discussion: of or animadversion
published, a certain’ scandalous, malicious, and seditious leel of and con. X : Lo ‘ ; . .
upon the measures of Government, that the present Infor-
mation is brought. I admit that. a free discussion of . such

i
-
I3
A
g
&

" cerning. our said Lord the King and his Administration of the Government

“of this Kingdom, to the Tenor and Effect followmg, that isto say: Wlmt a

A g' 01&? Othl;:sszZ‘gs rush upori ond’s Mind, that: ngllt be. bestowed upon the subjects, and genela“y Of all. faix Sub_]f‘CtS, ShOUId be al-
- ouniry in the Event total ]

o lf}y " of a tota Change oj‘System Of:all Monarclzs indeed o lowed H and even thou"ll, in the exercise Of thls l'lﬂrht

i o ie -Revolulion, the successor of George the T/md( meaning our said pre- a. erson shOlﬂd allow hlmée]f to . be carned be ond the

] sent Sovereign Loid the Kzng ) will havethe finest opporlunzty of becomzng P y

i ,nob’_y- POPulm. To the great Scanda.l &c. &c. S , . ; bounds Ofd‘scretmn’ Eshouid be baCkWM'd tO bring. SUCh

T ’ _ R o 2 " acase under the cognizance of a Jury. Those who know my

B 2
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“practice will do me the justice to say, that I never took ad-

vantage of any case of this kind, where it could be supposed
to have proceeded only from indiscretion or inadvertency.
I am perfectly ready to say that the discussion of public
affairs, the arraignment of Ministers, the examination and
censure of their measures, and the free discussion of all-to-
pics connected with the administration of public affairs, or

of matters interesting to the country or to mankind, are not-
- only allowable, but ought to be held sacred : and T repeat

it, that if insuch discussions the writers should, in their

‘warmth, be carried even beyond the bounds of just decos

rum,; I should be very loath to bring such cases into ques-
tion ; and.accordingly I have never brought any such case
into a Court of Justice. I admit the liberty of discussing
such subjects with fairness, and I think suchliberty is per
fectly. consistent with decency and propricty. But, as on
the one hand, there should be a full and free discussion of

“every public measure, if conducted with decency, and

confined within proper bounds ; so, on the othery it is ne~
cessary ihat decorum should not be entirely violated;

- that due regard to the relations between the Sovereign

and his people should be ebserved ; and, abeve all things,
it is essential that it shounid not be in the power of any man
to tell the public that tlierc are blessings which they

“might enjoy, but which were withheld from thém by their
~Sovereign, and to the possession of which they could not

ook forward till the accession of the successor of him who
now held the Throne. Ne body who sees such language
held, can doubt that it must have a manifest tendency to
alienate and destroy the afféctions of the people towards
their Sovereign, and {o break down that link of: love whicl
ought te connect. the Sovereign and- h}s people in the ten-
derest ties. - 'Fhat such is the tendency of-the. pubhcatlon
in qucsuon no person can read it-and deny. The pub-

lication.is. extlemely short, and you can hardly miss the

: bxanch.of the. record.

b

“gense of it at a single reading. It is in these words—
¥¢ What a erowd of blessings rush on one’s mind that
‘might be bestowed upon the country in the event of a

total change of system.” So far the publication is po-
litical, and, therefore, thoumh I.caunnot agree with the
Defendants i in their idea of the benefits to-be. derived from
a total change. of system, I.do not feel myself entitled,
cons1stently with what I have already stated as to the
right of  free discussion on all. political. subjects,. to

quar rel with them for their opinion. It may be honestly

their opinion that a total change of system would bestow a

crowd of blessings on the country, though it is not mine ;

for I am to understand by a change of system, a change of
plan merely, and a change of ministers—and though I. do

not. think of ministers as it appears they think of them,

yet, according to the just latitude of discussion which the
press ought to enjoy, I cannot quarrel with them for thig.
A The paper, however, then pro-
ceeds thus:—*¢ of all Monarchs, indeed, since the Re-
volution, the successor of Geor ge the Third will have the
finest opportunity of becoming nobly popular.” In other
words—No plospect of the attainment of these blessmgs
which thus rush on one’s mind, opens to us during the
reign of our present Soverelgn ‘they can only belooked
for on the accession of his successor to the Throné ; ;- his

Ppresent Majesty and his life are the barriers which stand

between his people and the attainment of the blessings

alluded to—thus fixing the wra for the enjoyment of these

blessings to be the death of his present Majesty. If the
Defendants had contented themselves with saying that a
crowd of blessingswould be bestowed upon the country by
a chan ge of system, it- Would have been a mere political opi~
nion whlch any manhas a rightto maintain ;: but whenthey
say that thisis only to be expected at the demise of his pre«

sent Majesty, it becomes personal and dangerous—It stlrs up

B3
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sentence together) neither more-nor léss than this that a
2

total change of system would bestow a crowd of blessings

on the country ; but this is not to be expected except by

the removal of his present - Ma_]esty I am sure I have

cons y y
onsitmed 1 more” WOl'dS than are necessar tO COHVIHCG ou »
t4

a
and influences the minds of the pcoph, atramst the King’s | graph in The -Mm”mg Chromde e Qd St

person, and is in-other words (joining the two' parts of thev '

as set forth in the record mlo*ht be read It was read,

and is as follows R

mind, that might be hestowed

4 ‘What a crowd of blessings rush upon one’s
1 change of. system' Of all

¢¢ ypon the country, in the event of a tota
¢ Monarchs, indeed, since the Revoluhon, the Successor of George the

4¢ Third will have the finest opportunity of becoming nobly popular.

R BN

gentler¥n, ;]hat this is a direct libel on-the ‘person of the
ing, You have
o only to read the words to be convmced of j

_ case. B

' Here Mr. ATTORNEY—GENERAL sard he ClObGd hls

o e o i i e

M.
o :Ov(::}?ROW :hen rose, on the part ‘of the Prosecutron,
e printi
o printing and publlshmg of the paper in quea-
. gllr; PERRY, one of the Defendants, addressed the Court
nd begged leave to say, that if it was the intention of the

Learned Counsel to- ‘prove the publication, he would, with -

I(_l}gs Loxdship’s permlsslon, save the valuable time of the
: olurt As it had ever been the rule of the Defendants to
t}o dPout an unequivocal responsrblhty for thé conduct of
1e Paper, he desired to be understood to admlt that Mr
John Lambert was the Printer of The Morning ,C/zromcl .
‘that‘he himself was the Proprietor, and that thbe paragra i‘
stated in therecord did appear in the Mormn Chrfntpl
of Monday the 2d of October last. g o
io vi;a(;)r](: E)?II,VPI:NB](;ROUGH said, that it was perfectly als
but e oy Sro : r(::ry to make this admission for himself;
put was fe powered to make it for the other De-

- Mr. PERR: |

ide. Y‘ sald that the other Defendant stood at hig’

" l\ir. LAmBERT be«rged leave to declare, that he admltted
e fact. charged in the record, that he was the Printer of”

The Morning Chronicl
[ The ubl ti
gdmlﬁed e p ica 1on was therefore

Mr. PerrY then stated, that there were some’ other
passages in the same ‘paper ‘bearing upon’ the: record; and
tending to explain the meaning of the ‘Defendants - in its
publication; * that he presumed’ he had -a right to have
read  either now "or in:the course: of his defence.:. -And
he respectfully -applied to the Ceurt to know whether
he were sp entitled.

- Lord ELLENBOROUGH said, that undoubtedly, if there
were any other parts of the same papér upon ‘the same to-
pic, and appertammg to'it, the Defendants had a rwht to
their being read ; but certainly he could not admit that
passages and paragraphs totally foreign to the subJect of
the record should be read, or could be in any way made
applicable to their defence.’ = If there were passages of the
samé paper, clearly and mwmfestly tending to shew the
intention and mind of the Defendants as to this specific
paragraph, Mr Perry had a nght to have them read
either now or in the course of his Defence, as be mlght
think the one.course or the other most advqntageoue to his
argument.

Mr. PERRY respectfully thanked the Court, and said
he would take occasion to refer to the passages in the
course of what he should have to offer in JuStlﬁCdthﬂ of
hls fuend Mr. Lambert and hrmself

e B ,*

;v Mr. ATToRNEY-GENERAL then desired thatfthe‘Paraa'
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‘ - | DEF ENCE o thank God ! their model—I" mean ‘Lord Erskine, who,
| | when Mr. Stockdale, a perfcct stranger, and a person ad«
";}.‘!E : Mr. PERRY then addressed the Court and the Jury to : verse o him in_political opinions, applied for his assist-
;! ’the followmg Plll‘port‘ ‘ ance in a cause in which he had given offence to Mr.
iia': | | S BRE Erskine’s own political friends, the eloquent Advocate CX~
e M y Lord and Gem‘lemen qf tke ng/, e R e

pressed himself in the following words :

¢ A trust 'lpparently so delicate and smo‘lﬂar, vamty is:
¢¢ but too apt to whisper an application of to some fancied
< merit of one’s own; but it is proper for the honour of
¢ the English Bar that the world should know such thmgs
“ happen to all of us daily and of course. -

<< Happy, indeed, is it for this country, that whatever
; ¢¢ interested divisions may- characterize other places,- of
¢« which I may have occasion to speak to-day, llowever
% the councils of the highest departments of the State
¢ may be occasionally distracted by personal considera-'
« tibns, they never enter these walls to disturb the ad-
¢ ministration of justice : whatever may be our publie

In preeentmo' myself personally to you this day, I am
moved by various considerations ; some of them growing
out of the nature of the cause ltself and peculiar to it ;
'some of them of a more general nature, but bearing with a
heavy weight on my own feelings. .1 am sure that if I
e ‘ could falthfully describe the motives of both kinds that
5 1 Ppress upon me to this unusual course, they wounld be duly
b appreciated by the Noble and Learned Lord on the Bench
3 - and by yourselves, - By the very nature of this cause, and
. by the line of argument and inference which Ianticipated
'in my own mind that his Majesty’s. Attorney-Generalf :

would take, I felt a degree of delicacy and embarrassment |

i requesting the assistance of the Honourable and Learn» 2 “’principles, or the private‘ habits of our lives, they
ed Gentleman who holds a retainer for me, and who, by g ¢ never cast even a shade across the p'lth of our profes-
hls place within the bar of this Court, would have had the ¢¢ sional duties. : -
conduct of our defence. .1 am confident that in the just 2 "« If this be the characteristic even of the bar of an
and manly spirit of the Bntlsh Bar, the Learned Genile- _ ¢ English Court of Justice, what sacred impartiality
‘man would have ﬂung aside every feeling but -that of his 3 ¢ may not' every man expect from lts Jurors and its
professmnal duty--and I'am .sure, also, that in the esti- o £ Bench 1” '

mation of every fair and honourable mind he would ‘have i - Such was the just and noble eulogium of that dlstm‘

been able to exert the full vigour of his' splendid talents, , guished orator, who was in himself a shining example
.wmh a perfect and consmtent regard to the dlschmge of his T

2 of the impartiality he ascribed to all. I subscribe to
p ohtlcal dutles. ‘ : T - , ' every word of it; and it does not belong to the learned
- Of this tr uth, that no personal eonmderatwns are ever | profession only, but is to be found in the heart and prac-
-suffered to interfere with the pmfessmnal exertions of the tice of every one of the liberal professions of England.
Leamed Genﬂemen of thls bar, T am in the sincerity of o I may'be permitted to state a most honourable instance

my heart convmced dnd I have elways admired’ the just

eulogium thaf - was passed upon them by a'great and illuss
trious Lawyel vsho was once their ornament, and is still,

of the same feeling which I had from the lips of an im-
mortal hero, who, by the'me.ét affectionate testimonies of
his regard down almost to the last hour of his glorious
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| life, did me the honour to call me his friend. When
1l Lord Nelson received from the First Lord of the Admi-
" ralty, his last commission ¢ to conquer, burn, sink, and
:; ¢ destroy, the fleets of our enemy,” which he executed o
A “the letter, the book of the Captains of the British fleet
E was put into his hands by the Board to chuse his officers.
A It was a proper deference on their parts. It was nobly
\l answered upon his. He returned the book unopened, and
ﬁ‘[ : told them to chuse whom they pleased; for, though
?! ¢¢ there might be distinctions as to experience and endow-
¢ ments, since in the order of Providence we were not all
¢¢ made alike ; yet, in point of gallantry, of prompﬁtude,
« of zeal, and of self-devotion, there was not a Captain-
| ¢ of the British fleet with whom he would not cheerfully
i <¢ sail, and in whom he would not safely confide, not -
<¢ only his own honour, but the glory of his Sovereign
¢ and the security of the State.” - o
I, therefore, Gentlemen of the Jury, I had thought
myself justified in a cause, in which the record charges the ,
1 other Defendant and myself with an attempt to bring the ) }
sacred person’ of the King into disrepute, to apply to iny’
. - Counsel in the particular situation in which he stands (Mr.
b Jekyll, Solicitor-General to his Royal Highness the Prince
i of Wales), I am confident that the Learned Gentleman,
and my other most able and esteemed Counsel (Mr.” Raine)
would have arduously, honestly, and much more success-
| 3 fully than,» I fear, I shall be ableto do for myself, have
Lo defended My, Lambert and me thi . But \ :
1 1 could not with propriety makg fil?:);-pplicatfoieit-?:; L foreign to its habits, will feel the change, will shrink into
neither the rules of this Court, nor the rules of honiout*,' ; f};lselfi, w'ﬂtl drqo([l)? hwillhbend the 'h;ad,‘ Unti}t:;]e mll dnesls (;f
that have always actuated my conduct, would permit me ¢ climate, and the cheering influence of the SUR ‘S~'la
. to. overlook n{y engagémen}; s and t’he' respes; which I ’e-"i",ify and frgéhe’g whateve}' n:?tivgvigol.lr it ma y possesss
i l?ear f(?r the honour, ﬂlC talents, and the integrity of this \An;:i, (ieqt?gmen, ‘exfen Wlt . f’all .tl;e.syr.rlpllc;ty‘- (;f 1:he ;
.}Bark x_*;dl ever prevent me from going to ether Courls to E lezsggéz;:e i:‘l:?e;:;z:;np}lz:gur;:;; ‘llia?elzzr;?‘ohg:;oi,;
look for assistance here, = : Lo ' ~ S d
 assistance here, it had been of any kind or qualitybut what it is. If it

But; Gentlemen, I should not have ventured to pre-
sent myself to your attention if there had 'been any thing
in the cause of an intricate or of a complicated nature—
if there had been any inuendoes to be disputed—any
special pleading to be encountered—any question of law.
to be argued—any witnesses to be cross questioned—"—-br,
indeed, any thing but a plain, naked, simple proposition, -
which it is only necessary for me to shew-you, was innoe
cently published. - I am not come here with the:imper=
tinent design of attempting to make a speech, in which T
should ‘only succeed in displaying my presumption and.
my folly—in which I should only more surely incur, be-
cause 1 should more richly deserve, the ridicule to which
the:man who pleads his own cause is always subject—and
which, 1 assure you, I have myself suffered in no ordinary’
degree, even in ‘the streets, from my friends, and from
» ' strangers, since my determination was known; and which-
in some instanices would have affected my spirits, if any
| thing could have shaken the steady purpose of my mind,
when supported by the conscious rectitude of my heart.
¢ But there is nothing, Gentlemen, that I mean-to try so
g little as to captivate your understandings by the affectation
" of eloquence, that would, ‘even if I had the gift or the-
practiceﬁ of speaking, be out of place; since nothing can
be more unseemly than for a person in my situation to
usurp a province to which he does not belong : for . after-
all, man is like a plant,which when transplanted into a soil

-:&_:;&::‘a-‘;. T B
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had been a pretended libel on anindividual, of which I
trust Iam also incapable, but which in an hour of negli-
gence, or by accident, (for it could happen by no other
~means), had gained admittance, we should have suffered
judgment to go by default ; for we shall be ever as ready
“to acknowledge a fault as we are careful to avoid one. JIf
it had been an attack only on the King’s Ministers, which
I often assume the rlght to make, I should with confidence,
‘and so would my inseparable co-adjutor and friend Mr.
" Lambert have left our vindication to the Learned Gentle-
men who would have done us the honour to exert them-
selves in our protection ; but when it is charged on the
recond that we had *¢ unlawfully, wwkcdly and mali.
¢ ciously devised and intended to ‘bring his Majesty’s
¢ sacred person into great and public hatred and con~

¢ tempt”’—we feel that nothing can deliver us "from the .

horror of such a charge but by exposing ourselves fairly
‘to you, in the face of our country, that you may observe,,
examine and try us with all the mtelh«rence, all the acute-
~ mness, and all the authority that b:long to you | in this pub-
lic trlbunal —Oh that you ha:t the power of God, as you
have the power of the Country, to look into our breasts,
and to search our hearts, to see whether there lurks in any
~ part of the bosom of either, any dark, mdlmnant, traitorous
 feeling, that would dispose us to use, 'if we could Wlth
~ safety, the powerful instrument in our hands to bring even
into disrepute the sacred name of the Sovereign, under
whose beneficent reign I have mybelf lived durmg the
~ ‘whole period of my conscious exnstence ! This divine
~ power of truly searchm‘r the hmrt is not glven to man ;
but it is something on our- p'tr( toexpose ourselves, nakedly
~and alone, without guile, without aid, without Counsel,

to the critical ‘observation and scrutiny, - whlch twelve
‘discerning men, Freeholders of the County in which" we

live, interested in preserving the blcssuws ‘We enjoy, skll- :
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fal'and expenenced in the characters of their fellow-citis
zens, may feel it to be their duty, and may be ableby their
intelligence and penetratlon to detect, if the crime alleged
against us be covered under the most artful disguise. : (ens
tlemen, you  will have, under the direction of the:Noble
and Learned Judge on the Bench, to exercise your faculs
ties in discovering the mind-and intention with: which we:
published the words charged in the record—by. 1 the whole
tenor of our lives—from the general sentiment and charac-
ter of -the Paper that we publish—-and: particularly . from
the contents of the Paper in which the solitary paragraph
complained of appears, and which, if you should: have
oecasion to quit that Box, you will recelve, and will have
an opportunity to read. I : -

I am sure, that after having looked at the context whlch
the Noble and: Learned Lord has been so indulgent as to -
permit me to desire to be read in its proper place; you will
be satisfied and convinced that the interpretation put upon
it in the record, and still more in the speech of his Majes«
ty’s AttorneyaGeneral is not the- true sense, nor that which
can be borne out by any fair, legltlmate or sound deducs
tlon. ~

- Let me state, ‘Gentlemen of the Jury, the record, ami
the sense put upon it by the Honourab]e and Learned
Attorney-General '

. It charges Mr.: Lambert the Pimter, and myself the
Proprletor of The Morning Chronicle, as ¢ being - sedi-
@ tloUs, mahclous, ill:disposed persons, greatly dlsaffected
%0 our present Sovereign Loxd;, George the Third, and
¢ to ITis Administration of the Government of this King=
- ‘dom—And that we did, unlawfully, wmkedly and ma-
“: hcmusly, devising; designing and mtendmg as much as
“-in us lay, to bring our said Lord the King and His Ad-
¢ ministration of the Govemment of' this Kingdom ; and
“ the persons employed’ by Him in the Administration of




- ¢¢withdraw from our said Lord the King,
“¢¢ and affection, trueand due obedience, fidelity, and- al-
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¢¢ the Gov‘emm‘cnt, into great and public hatred and coms
¢¢ tempt among all His liege subjects, and to alienate and
the cordial love

¢¢ legiance of His subjects; publish, &c.””:* This is the ofs
fence charged; and the words sct forth in therecord are the
means we used—all the means—and nothing but the means,
to accom'p'lish these tremendous purposes ! But five lines!
‘What a terrible engine must this Press be! - No wonder
that a Right Honourable Gentleman calls it a Power n
Europe /- :

“Short as the paragraph isy it is dlvxded into two" parts
or propositions, and His Majesty’s Attorney General has
fairly, candidly, and ingenuously taken them sepalately,
for {he suke of distinction and accuracy. o

' He declares that he has been mduced to. lay thls in«
formatlon ex officio; because the paragraph complained
of; contains in his mind a direct attack upon His Majesty’s
person ; and that this is a thing so contrary to the fair,

* just, and " full liberty of the  press, that with_every respect
for that sacred and inestimable privilege he could not,

cohsistently with his duty, overlook this monstrous de-
partuie from it. Mr. Attorney General then proceeds
to explain what he means by, and what hq conceives
to be the free and genuine liberty of the English press.
He ‘declares it to be the- right of free- discussion in
print—the - right of free, fair, and full inquiry “into
the administration of public affairs—into the conduct of
public men in the administration of public affairs—and
generally and fieely into the written and printed discus-
sion of all* matters, topics, and things connected W1th
and contnbutory to the state and happiness of man in

~ socicty—provided  always that such diseussion shall be

kept within the ‘bounds of temperance and morahty 3

‘and he solemnly and honourably-declares, which L firmly

15

Vb‘elie’ve, that he would yop'p'o'sei any endeavours that should
be made to controul it, for to that liberty and to the noble

. exercise of it we are indebted for every blessing . that our
- forefathers. obtamed and for - the preservatlon of these‘

blessmgs to the present day.

- Gentlemeu, I subscribe to the deﬁnltlon of HlS Ma-A
. Jesty s “Attorney General.

T accept of it as of all that
I desire—In my own name and in that of all the Jour-
nallsts of England, I accept of and recognize the boun-
daries which he has. stated for the liberty of the . press.
It is a scope sufficient for ever y good purpose of legitis

- mate freedom —sufficient to admit of a vigilant and un-’
~equivocal censure of mml-admmxstratlon, and of inca-

pable, indolent, : misguided  or corrupt thsters, to

’ exermse a free spirit of inquiry on-every subject. of reli
gion, smence, and morals, that can interest a people living

under a Constitation of freedom, and desirous of perpetuat.
ing the blessmu‘s they enjoy. = Oh! that the same freedom
of the press were extended to every, part and portlon of the
inhabited ‘globe! \We should then hear no inore of a

~ people sitting supine while their Government was attacked

—of" ancient Monarchies being ovefthrown, or of new
tyranmes being triumphant ! ‘

: The. Learned " Gentléman handsomely and pmper]y

follows -up: this. definition: by an acknowledgment which
saves me this:day some trouble, and saves the Court and
you sometime ; :for he at once admits that the first branch
of the text.which forms a part of the record; is within the
scope. of . the’ liberty which he thinks legitimate. I thank
him for the fair:and candid concession. It is worthy of
the high.and: ‘distinguished situation which he holds ; and
becoming an honourable and constltutlonalIaWyer. He fairly
admits that to say  a e¢rowd of b]esslngh might flow from
¢ a total change of system” is fair, because, though it is
not his opinion, it may be honestly mipe. And if upon
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an examination 4nd review of the measures of the King’s
Ministers, or of any department of his: Administration, a
writer shall see cause. for animadversion and: censure; he
thinks it within- the fair and just. precincts:of freedom that
he should publish his thoughts.- He, therefore; does not as«
¢ribe to this branch of the sentence the epithets that:are ups
onthe record. He does not ceitainly think of his Majesty’s
Ministers as it appeats that I think of thein; but he gives
me credit for a fair difference.of opinion,. and for honestly
thinking what I have openly said. How the' Learned
Gentleman, with the. conviction on his mind, of the in«

nocenceof this branch of the sentence, could put it on'the

record, and apply to it all the severe epithets of charge that
stand againstus, it is for him to explain. It is'not possible
for. me to divine the cause, unless the Learned Gentle-
man should think this branch of the sentence necessary to
introduce the second, as tending to its explanation. -

But, Gentlemen, I thank him for exempting me from the
necessity of shewing you what I meant by a change of
system: It would have become me -to have shewn you,
who are loyal subjects of your Sovereign, that by a change
of system I'did not mean a changein the frame of our
Constitution or of our Government—God forbid !—and
even the most suspected part of the sentence -would pro-
tect me from that charge, because it speaks of the regular
descent of the Monatchy to a legitimate siiccessor ; butl
am relieved at once and for ever from all anxiety, and
from all, doubt upon 'this point; and I .should be ina

most perilous situation indeed, if it were otherways ; for

instead of my being able to adduce :the uniform tenor and
practice of my life, to justify me from the imputation cast
upon ‘me for the last branch of the sentence, my whole life
would ‘be-an almost. umnterrupted series- of transgresswns
under.the first. . ' :

1.7;

- For, - Gentlemen of -the Jury, I. do differ .with the -
Honourable and’ Learned - Gentleman as to the charac-,
ter of - the Administration, and as- often and as long asI
- have'seen :the’Administration - of his. Majesty’s -affairs in
such hands, and so conducted, I have felt it my duty to, -
say, that a total change of system would. bestow a crowd,
of blessings on his Majesty and on his People. It hasbeen.
my creed—it has been my invariable object, to state and -

to 1nstxl it into the minds of my fellow subjects ; and- hap-

py ‘would it have been for us all, ifI had been as successful

as I have been industrious !  For,’ Gentlemen, I have done

it daily—three hundred:and thirteen times a year-—for

three and thirty years of my life have I proclaimed, that

a total change of system would bestow a crowd of blessings
on the country. It was clearly and perfectly known what

I meantby a chano*e of system—that I meant a change of
measures, together undoubtedly with a change of men,:

~ as'a security o the country for a change of measures-—aud‘
that the phrase meant no imore, than to impress upon- the
public mind, this great. undeniable Whig doctrine, that,
the true ‘magnificence, solidity and powel of the British-

Throne required  that the free choice of the, King in the
appointment of his Government should be strengthened
by the opinion and confidence of his- people., Now, in

the whole of the eventful period of my political life (into “
which there have been crowded more vicissitudes of human

fortune—more awful admonitions .to' Princes—and -more
important lessons. to. mankmd than ever were knownin

any other portion of time), there never was one when the
truth of the: above maxim “could be proclalmed thh a
more seasonable, a more lively, or 'a more urgent mterest, .

than on Monday, the 2d day of October last, the day laid
in the record for the offence. .. :

-But the’ Learned Gentleman says, most generously, that
he does not quan‘el w1th me as to my opinion of lns Ma-

P
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‘esty’s present Ministers, and as to my wish for a change

of system—nor as to.ny idea of the blessings that would
flow from:it.~ It may be-my opinion,though it is not his—

but that which he complains of is the time that I hold out

to the country as the only period when they may hope to- .

enjoy the ‘blessings that would flow from such a change—

and he says that I mean to insinuate that no such hope can

be entertained during the life of his present Majesty—but
that I proceed to state it may be expected from the Suc-
cessor of Georgethe Third.,” Having conjured up .ihis
phantom of an insinuation, he very ‘p'r0per1y dresses 1t in
the garb of terror to affright your loyalty, and to impress
upon your minds the most horrible images of civil discord
_—of the links of lovethat bind the Sovereign to the people

and the people to the Sovereign being hroken—and that the

country is to be condemned to anarchy, because the King’s
life is set up between them and their hopes of happiness!
All this is dreadful—but where does the Learned Gentleman
find all this ? Not in the record, for there is not an énuendo
to that effect. Itis really hard upon Mr. Lambert and myself
that the Attorney General should acquit us of what he finds
wpon his own record, and then charge us with an insinu-
ation that is not to be found there ; and here I feel my in-
sufficiency, for I do not know whether this be consistent
with the established practice of this Court, and consistent
with law—I am sure it is not to be reconcnled with reason,

and therefore 1 should think it is not law, which issaid to "

be the perfection of reason. Surely the criminal i, ference
ought o be in the record that I might come.into Court
prepared—When I said that there was not an fnuendo to
be disputed 1did not find an inuendo in the record of the
nature now alleged by the learned Gentleman. "W hence
~does he draw the mfercnce that he now puts upon  the
phrase? Not from the simple words, for they coutain
1o such meaning—and not from ike context, as I shall
have the honour to shew you when I call you attention to
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the passages- in - the same: ‘paper, ,wh‘ich the Noble and
Learned ‘Lord permits me to call for and. put in as part of .
mydefence.f,’.“ e T :

' But first, Gentlemen,. give me leavc to *call back your

_ recollection to the period of time, and to the very curious.

and interesting circumstances at the time of this publi-.
cation.  Gentlemen, it was immediately after the failure -
of our ‘imost notable and most calamitous Expedition to

, Walcheren, when -almost every family in this - kingdom.

were covered with sorrow at the woeful certainty of the
loss of a'hisband, a son, a brother, or a friend, or with the
still more agonizing apprehensions of the loss which they
dreaded every post would bring them—Not losses from
the fate of battle; where death even to those thatare nearest
in blood to the sufferer, brings with it the consolation .
of the glory thatshines over the grave, but losses from' the
most cruel neglect of the means by which they might have
been avoided. It was when the ruinous distraction of
the King’s Cabinet had broken out, after private cabal,
into the scandal of public duelling—It was on the total
disorganization of the King’s Government, when humbled
and mortified into a just but tempordry sense ‘of their own:

: 1ncapﬂcxty, they had made a proposition to two' great and -

illustrious Statesmen to support their tottering frame. Gen-.
tlemen, this paragraph made its appearance 0n the very
day when the first faithful narrative of _thaf overture to a
negociation was communicated to the pubhc throuO‘h the
medium of the Mormng ‘Chronicle. o
“You will of course bring back your recol]ectlon to .
that' day, dnd to the ‘state of the Cabiret on that day.

. Was there at thattime, in any man’s mind, the irrational: :
. andextravagant supposition; that thé frustratedbody of the

Administration could starid—That its members would cling
to officé with the contemptuous disregdrd of cousequences

* which they have ShGWn ? ‘And was it not then in the warii

02
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~and generous expectatlon of all, that a total change of
system was about to be effected which would bave instantly
produced the,blessmgs that the paragraph holds forth 2 -
It fortunately happens to my jfriend and me, that
there will be found in the columns of the same identical
paper, ample proof of the mind and intention ‘with which.:
‘the paragraph on the record was inserted-—for, you will

please to observe, that we are not charged with the
writing of it. - That is no part of the imputation, for, in

point ‘of fact, it was a paragraph copied from another
Journa] which is the uniform practice of all Editors,
- when they see any thmg that coincides with, or. serves to
corroborate their own sentiments, or that puts an idea in a-
. new light.- Weare not striving to shelter ourselves from
our direct responsibility for every part -of the paper,

wntten or copied, by this statement; but to account to.
you for a distinction which you may observe in the -

manner in which the passages that I shall refer you to,

and this paragraph, are presented to the public eye. It

is no more than a distinction which belongs to the mechanic.
part of the composition of a newspaper. That which is
our own, or that which is new—that which is important,
or that which is peculiar to ourselves, we display in space,’

or in a different character from:that which is borrowed, -

and that which may be in every other paper as well as our

own. With this distinction, Gentlemen, you will view. -

the Whole paper—and you will see whether the passages,-
to W_hlch I shall point your attention, which precede this
in point of place, though separated from it—are not
bona fide connected with it in sense, though disjoined in -
 situation; and ‘whether they will not lead your judgment
to form a true estimate of the mind and intention with
which we admitted this tailpiece to the narrative. - :
Gentlemen; I most perfectly acquiesce in the clear truth, -

propriety and necessity of the rule which his Lordship has
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Taid down, as to the description of matter which I may de-
. sire tobe read.. . IfI were so far to forget the respect which

I owe to the Court and to youy as to desire passages quite

_extrancous and foreign tq the subject to be read, and attempt

to create an .argument from them, I should be properly

- rebuked by the Noble and Learned Lord. - But Iam not so
‘bewildered. ' I know that nothing would be more absurd

than to join things which have no connection.  If we
were charged for instance, with the insertion of a para-
graph offensive to morals, or with any crime -the most, in-
tolerable and abhorrent to our natures, such as blasphemy or
impiety, and that we were to bring a thousand paragraphs
to prove our loyalty or our patriotism, they would not,
and they ought not to stand us in any stead, for we can
only adduce that which is pertinent to the matter.in issue.
But when I agree to this, I mustlay in my claim, that the

- mere disjunction of paragraphs, which are kmdred in
~ tenor, and appropriate to the case, shall not nullify them,

nor deprive me of their benefit ;- . for the Noble and Learned
Lord will tell you that you have a right to take the whole

“paper into your view—Thatsuch has been the Noble and

Learned Lord’s own just practice, and recommendation to

- Jurors, when he told them in a former instance that the

mind and intention of the Defendants were to be made out
and ascertained from the whole tendency of the book or
paper upon which the record was bottomed. .

- Now, Gentlemen, let me beg of you to attend to the im-
mediate cause and reason of the appearance  of the para-
graph complained of in my paper of the day mentioned. .
There is, as I said hefore, a full, temperate, and faithful nar- .
rative of the offer of negociation which had been'made by

- Mr. Perceval and Lord Liverpool, to Lord Grenville and

Lord: Gley-—and there is contained in that narratwe a

train of reasoning upon the terms of the overture that had

heen made, on the answers thereto, and on the result.
‘ ¢ 3



Having. prepared and-digested this' paper, and-delivered it
to Mr. Lambert for insertion in Te. Morning Chronicle;
I met with this paragraph in a respectable and well
written Sunday Paper (Ze E.z‘ammer), and finding it to

- harmonize with the Essay I had’ prepared—I took it.-asa .

fit and. appropnate postscript ; ‘a just corollary from . the
foregoing proposmons, and I directed. it to be copied ac-
cordingly. I do not come here, therefore, to prate about

negligence, or oversight, or creeping in by accident— -

No, I took'it with my eyes open, in the morning, with my.
senses fresh, and with the entire approbation of my judg-
ment. as. to its innocence. The first passage in the nar-
rative, Gentl_emen_, to which I would beg leave to draw
‘his Lordship’s attention and yours, is in the second co-
lumn of the second page, and is folloWs :

e Lord G1 envzlle arrived in town on Thursday ]ast the ‘78th
at mght and itis understood, that on'the 29th he communicated
to ’Vh Pelceval that he could not, consnstently with- hls prin-
exples, have any 1nterv1ew, or enter mto any dlscussxon with
him, vnth a view to his fonmmw an ACCESSION to the present _

Administration, as he considered thelr measur es to be most ob-

Jectxonable in every respect; and he could neve1 approve the
principles of their formation. It is undexstood that when he
said this, he begged to express his most mvarlable and pro-
found sentiments of respect for his Majesty ; that his conduct
and principles, he trusted, had always been calculated to heal,

not to foment, the divisions of the empire, but that he could not -

v:ew what was pxoposed as tending to tlmt cnd.”

Tlns Wlll serve to shew you wlnt was the feeling of .the
mmd of that- great and superior Statesman, as to the cha-
racter and tendenCy of the system to which he was in-
vnted to accede, and in which his declaration is dlstlncﬂy
statcd that his conduct and prmc1ples had always been
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calculated to heal, riot to foment the divisions of the I‘mpmlz,
¢ but that he could not view Wllat was proposed as :lenct-
ing. to that end.” Upon this the’ narrative: procele :t (;
Teason ; and the whole tendency, pm’port and ¢ rift o

the subsequent aro*ument is to shew that by a different _

course of proceedmg——namely, if the Noble Lordst:n:3
been’ c0mmanded to attend his MaJesty in person, the °
would have been an mmediate prospect of a chanrre(;
system ‘that would have tended ¢ 0 heal, not to fonlxen1
the divisions of the Emplre. And thls is partllcu art{)
expressed in the next p‘lSS'lU‘e, to whlch I beg cave
draw your n notlce——where it is Sald 3

< If the questxon relates to prospecuve measures, wh(;)t:(e; oE'
w ar, negoma’uon, commerua\ mtercourse, or. domestlc ;sct ls Z(:
if in those great ]eadmg lines of Govemment ‘the con e
be duectly the revelse of that whlch has been p\;lrsue asmes
shall represent to the Sovereign “the w15dom of the mz o
that are to be ploposed or the mlschlef of those that ar ey
abandoned?' Arve those whose aid are asked in the cnsnrsn lz:m-
exxgency of pubhc aﬁaus, ‘to be shut out from thls com!

Ct
cation 3 “and is it to be entxusted to those who have a dlre

de-
interest to give the’ 1epresentatlon a false cc‘our, nd] tlr:i >
pendent of interest, have views of the questxon calculate

mislead their ,]udO‘ment 2 N

So much for my meamng, as to the change of systtelllm ;
meanmcr a total change of measures only, but that tha
total change would brmg a crovvd of blessmos in 1ts ‘tram

mnd of course.
zmﬂsz)(fw:;Z CIlVIr. ittomey General———not 1mmed1atte11{, ff;c;:
the_period was to. be postponed—-No blessings. hl a tex
the demise of our Sovereign:Lord the King—and t edcn .
‘of the charge is, that T postponed this happy pelge (liuzhe
that day which we all trust may be so: distant. i ak e
_paragraph which introduces th:t which speaks of the

~ c
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:.md,_ of the Heir Apparent, together with- that- paragraph
’1ts;elf—and then  see, Gentlemen, what interpre’tatio?x };”u
‘will put upon my adopted paragraph. Ttis as follo‘ws)‘;

: ,’“ Awfal as the crisis is, and arduous éé the taék;Wovu‘ldibveA
‘?;e, -» may (:‘on,clufle- from their principles and bcondt‘llé,t’ (fnéariin’g,
the: principles and conduct of Lord Grenville and Lord Gfey)

hat they will be ready to devote themselves to the service -

of their King and Country. But they c

i ! . annot, consistent]
with those principles, o Pesoanny

o e pnciples (})n(:,r:mlt‘Lor([ _Li}zerpogl énd Mr. Perceval
fo be the persons tc municate their thoughts and views,—a
rule of action which we conceive to be most correct; not ’d i

.ta_ted by any narrow.minded principlesr of exclusion ’ but r l'c-
ing upon those sound and well considered views of ;:he core:F-
-mf‘:m:l, which ought to govern their conduct as statesmens'l’
thl‘S‘ most impor‘tgni' and in.teresting matter, ’ “'1
‘néss 'XL e ;Ziﬁz ?‘O’fa%g to this statement, that his Royal High-
tetestion 'b‘ccééi' of ' [ales. _h'as,, upon this. most curious and iu-
o o OQ; tfx?en a line whxch_ must exalt his character:
Hig the awt s1s of” the empire, and of the cha-
'::S:z;“:f tl;;e ?e?_sqres Wh)ch‘ hav‘e led to tha(; Ctiéis, are th‘
man, buf.‘.mo{.e e:: s on tl@e subject like every other enlightened -
et iy oher e o 13 decper i
relfare: but, fr unfoy
rummfrs respecting his interference in th,e k::a:;t;:;:‘s‘ojvr;géﬁ
:;3;:36:; tf;gl;}tifssql)\i)kittl(:n, {:he Pﬁnce‘hag thought it his ,dutycto
et his :;es‘.y %1_15 firm aqd unalterable determination
e WhiChm; v cogrse of nexftrality which he h'a's,’tr-léin'-_
h"is‘ M,ajest ’S > from ever‘?r fee}mg of'dutiful kattachrﬁer‘itnt_'c')
“from'his co Jid;eﬁon, fro'm hls reverence of the virtues, and
Fodhe e 1ce in tiu.e wisdom and solicitude of his Royal Father
s £ that]lhe :;1 qfl'd/zzs z;eqple, he is se’nsiblebught to be'thé
: _"a‘ssulfainde g 't'hqul- -f)nur‘sue. ‘We hgve no doubt but that this
;interposinxg' h.isy . .hxz.t respect .‘of‘ the Heir Apparent; ‘in not
st i 1gh influence in the forming of an Adminis.
R ©:most.acceptable to his- Majesty.” JEY

i
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1 pause here, Gentlemen, and fairly put it to you, whe-
ther I might not safely leave my whole - case, and that of
my faithful friend, in your hands. here, with ‘this demon-
stration of my feelings, with this declaration ‘of my opi.
nion before you. . Will any fair man say. that I do not
in this paragraph inculcate the duty. of Jove and reverence
for his Majesty, by stating, not merely my own ideéas of his
royal virtues, of his wisdom, and paternal solicitude for the
happiness of his people, but the opinion and feeling of the
illustrious personage, the highest subject in his empire—
the most interested next to himself in its welfare—and
whose example of reverence and devotion was so well cal-
culated to inspire confidence and attachment in every. class
of the community ? Gentleien, this paragraph, so express- .
ing his Royal Highness’s sense of his Majesty’s - paternal
wisdom and solicitude, I wrote, and I declare this day, in

the presence of God and my country, that it expresses my

own sentiments as one of his Majesty’s most humble sub-

jects. LT
Is there any thing here that talks of postponing the

blessings to another reign? No, directly the reverse.

There is present consolation held out to the people in the

assurance of his Majesty’s wisdom and paternal solicitude, .

and there is the cheering prospect of their being perpe-

tuated by the description of the virtues of the Heir Appa-
rent. I feel that I am brought here improperly, and that,
instead of being charged with this as an offence, I should
hka~ve received the thanks of every good friend of the Mo-
narchy for the sentiment I promulgated. .
- I confess my astonishment that we should be brought
here upon such a charge. And I have endeavoﬁred}in
vain to find a reasonable justification for the Law Officers

‘ofthe Crown in this proceeding. I canvot bring myself

to believe, that they acted on the I,J'asty and intolcxant ani-
madversion that was made upon the text by a rival Jour-
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nalist the ‘next day—an-animadversion that was more than
ordinarily coarse and violent; but I-carnot help thinking,
that the commentof the: Morning Post has been oﬁiciousl_;
reafi,.sol as:to make the: impression i1 some quarter from
Whlch this prosecution really originates ; and that it is not
the well-considered result of an examination.of the pa er
by the Learned Gentlemen themselves. : P p‘ ‘
(Here the Attorney. General interrupted Mr. Perry and
a.ppealedzzto the Court. He said, that he had: remained
silent longer. perhaps. than he ought, and suffered the De-
fgndaut; to wander from the point at issue ; but now that
he was drawing into observation persons not in the Cause
and.not in Court, and even naming them, he must interfere:
g;}d» say:that he could not submit to the irregularity: ot
Lord EvLENBorOUGH srid, that if Mr, Aztorney General
had-seen reason to stop Mr. Perry before; he might have
done so—if he had himself scen any material cause for in:
terference, he certainly should have felt it his duty t‘o have
done so~=although, when a Gentleman came into the Court
to speak for himself, they must not be fastidious if he did
:xlf)t.entitfely regulate himself by the established forms of
eir-proceeding. Mr. Perry certai in fron
personal allusiog;ls. C -) c ert»am]-y mus‘t ébsﬁa-‘m fmm‘
| Mr. Perry said, my Lord, I respectfully submit to
?he rules of Court, persuaded as I am that my ignorance of
its forms will not. be taken as atrespass; and bthat und(’)
your'L'q'rdship’s ‘prbtecti-on I shall not; be unnecessari;r
narrowed in my defence. I was only endeavourin tf)r
ﬁrxd,a motive to account for the prosecution, and I am ger
fectly sensible that their motives can be no. justiﬁcatiofl 0;‘

my.conduct, if wrohg.*); o

* The following is the passage éllxi(ie& 10—

. Mr. Perry proceeded—Gentlemen, take the: para-
eraph by itself, unconnected with the illustration which: [
have.given, and see if it can be. tortured into the meaning
which is put upenit.. It does not- allege that the succes¥
sor of our present Sovereign Lord is to be more! popular,
it states only that he has the, finest opportunity.of becoming
nobly popular. Can these words involve even the insinus
ation of disrespect to his Majesty’s sacred person:: May
they. not rather be fairly. construed into a; most courteous
and loyal compliment 2 Have I not a right-to say-thatthe
duration of his Majesty’s happy reign, the Fiftie(h:Annis
versary of which we are now celebrating as a Jubilee, has
given the finest .opportunity (of which the- paragraph
speaks) for the Heir Apparent to learn the meansby which

- he may make himself nobly. popular ? Was thére;ev@Iian

Heir Apparent since the Revolution—since: the: establish
ment of the Monarchy—since the beginning of the worldy
that. did possess.such opportunities as his Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales?. Did ever Prince study the. art of
Goyernment in such a school—or did ever Prince undergo
such a probation, as the length of kis Royal Father’s reigny
and-the fearful events. which have :passed under his. eye,
have afforded to his Royal Highness 2 Nay, after all, what
is this, but what happens every day in collequial discourse;,
when it is a common flattery to say.to a youth in the pre=
sence of his Parent—¢¢ that you wish he may.be a-better

any thing more calculated to call forth the indignation. and ‘execration ofa
loyal and admiring people, upén the wretch who js capable of broaching
ideas so repugnant to the feelings of the illustrious Heir Apparent, and to
the ardent wishes of every good and virtuous subjects  ‘To the. indignation
and execration of the British nation do we therefore consign this - damning
specimen of the abominable and infamous sentiments by which the base fac~

tion are impelled in their most unprincipled and diabolical pursuits,” -

% Never, surcly, was any thi o _ MorniNG Post; 3d OCTOBER; 1809: -
- s any thing more calculated: to- insul¢ | ; C : .
oy e G3d mible tars oF s Toyet Wi, o s
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“ man than his father ?”” Gentlemen, if I had not defer-
- mined ‘to abstain from every thing that could have the air
or tone, or emphasis of elocution——that could be thought
to be an attempt to engage and to work upon your feelings,

—I could here adduce the most beautiful and the most

“tender passages from ancient and from modern writers—
from the pages of the historian and of the poet,to shew
that in all times and by the most sublime allusions, it has
‘been considered the most endearing sentiment to: the heart
of a parent, that his virtues and his glory were to survive,
and even to be transcendent in his son. But I am not come

here, Gentlemen, to attempt to stir the emotions, but sim-

ply to address the understanding—And I ‘may surely say,
_ without disparagement of the Parent, that the Son may be
nobly popular by following the example. he has set ; by
treading in his steps ; by -having become so intimately ‘ac-
‘quainted with the character, with the feelings and withthe
interests of the people he will in due course oftime be call-
“ed on to govern—and what 1 conceive to be also most fa-
vourable, that he will be of a mature age, to chuse the per-
sons, with whose experience, ability; and maxims of Go-
vernment he has had such means ofbeing so thoroughly ace
quainted, as to enable him to give to his own free choice of
his Administration the confidence of his subjects. .
- But, Gentlemen, I am able, fortunately, to shew you,
by- that which must be present.to all your recollections, -
that at the time of the publication of the paragraph in
question, there was a great topic of public interest in uni-
versal discussion, the nature and meaning of which ‘you
will discover in the context to which I have drawn your
regard. At that time Parliament was not sitting. Public
agitation was at its height : The topic was in every mouth;
and the’ Morning Chronicle was the field of discussion on
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footly understood what was meant by the allusion of Lord

" Grenville to the principles which would tend o heal, and
"ot to foment the divisions of the Empre. And to shew -

ybu that at. the time my reasoning on ‘the subject  was
taken and construed to mean distinctly, that the blessings
which would crowd upon us by a change of system, would
arise directly, and not remotely, if the Noble Persons who
had beén applied to as fit and proper Ministers,"V to.
sffengthen and uphold  the then enfeebled, tottering, and
disorganized Cabinet, had had the opportunity presented to;
them of impressing on his Majesty’s Royal mind the con~
viction with which they were themselves impressed, I have’
only to recal your memories to the discussions of the time,:

“and to the declarations which were understood to come

from authority. - Nay, I can shew you, that the reasoning
of this very paper was so understood by that authority,
and so answered on the very day subsequent to my publi-
cation. I presume, my Lord, I may be permitted to read
as a part of my speech, a paragraph to this effect, in di-
rect answer to my article, from a paper which was pub-
lished the day after? R A | :
Lord ELLENBOROUGH said, that if it was a paper pub-
lished after the appearance of the paragraph in question,

_it certainly could not avail the Defendants in shewing

their mind or intention in the previous publication’; and
he informed Mr. Perry, that he could not draw any infe-
rence from any paper whatever, without putting it in and
proving it regularly as e{fid_énce ; in which case the Pro-
secutor would have the power to adduce evidence to rebut
it if heshould think fit. =~
Mr. PERRY.- 1 thank you, my Lord.: Gentlemen of
ille.Jur)?,‘I~am grateful to his Lordship for the informa-
tion by which your time will be saved, and by which I

[, - one side, as rival Journals were on the other. It was per- feel that I shall be served; for the paragraph I was going to

read might'ha‘ve led me into a train of reasoning, which I




30

~am sensible, upon reflection, it will be discreet for mé to

- Gentlemen, it is only necessary for me now to say, -that
not only from the paper of the day, but fromall that I -ever’
published, ‘I wish you to forin your judgment of my

. * The paragraph which Mr. Perry proposed to read, appeared in a very
long, ingenious, and candid answer (seemingly from anthority) in Zhe Cou~
rier, to the article in his paper’ of the day before. The ‘words were as
follows: - .- Lo ‘ NS : ,
""¢“’We had hoped indeed, that the known opinion of the King, thé known
¢ opinions -of the country upon this question, and the manner in which Lord
¢¢ Grenville had been disavowed by the Roman Catholic Bishops in the part
“¢ he took in their name ‘in the last Session but onemight have induced a dispo.
¢¢ sition without any pledge or any assurance being given or reguired, to have
¢ formed a Government with persons who are known to think, that af Zeast
“ during the King’s life that question should be kept at rest.”. L
- o o ’ Courier, 3d October, 1809:
" Itis also to be remembered, that in ZThe Moriing Chronicle of the 4th
October, the insulated paragraph, now complained of, was declared, * to
‘¢ express only a férvent hope that the religious prejudices of the present
‘¢ reign mightnot be perpetnal.” e O

‘The train of reasoning into which I was entering was to shew that the

mere allusion toa bias, or to a prejudice in the mind of a person, upon a
particular topic, could not be considered as an imputation. = The most vir-
tuous and the most upright men of all ages may haveentértained an honest
prejudice or scruple upon a given subject of the highest moment without in-
curring the slightest reflection thereby ; and the effects of such prejudices may
have been honestly deplored as a calamity, though'the motive may have been
even regarded ag moral-—But if such allusion to the prejudices of & private In-
dividual might be made with innocence, how much more freely when spoken
of with reference to our most gracious King; who, by the very spirit, and
by the practice of the Constitution, is elevated abovethe sphére of prejudices.
It is the inestimable and sublime character of the British Constitution, that
it surrounds the Sovereign with an aimosphere in which the passions that as-
sail the common heart cannot have existence ; or in which they are neutrax
lized ;- for in addition to the Monitor placed by Omnipotence within, the
people, from whence the kingly authority proceeds, have appointed Monitors
without to.guard His Sacred mind against the influence of those feelings to
which the weakness of nature is subject, and the indulgence of which might
be prejudicial. - These constituted Monitors are responsible for every ad-
vice, and for every temptation that may approach him—and consequently
the shaft of no calutny can reachthe Throne—but inust first strike and be
intercepted by the BEgis which covers his sacred person. This would have
- brought me to the clear explanation of my paragraph; and to shew that it
alluded solely to that passage in.the context where Lord Grenville has objected
to “ the unconstitutional principle upon which the present Administration
¢ had been:formed,” as it tended to violate this.sacred security of the King’s™ .
name and person—from which it must follow as the just inference that the -
appointment of.a Gdveriment without pledge, would be the total change of
system stated in the record, and would:be the immediate source of the bless~
ings 1had predicted. Such, upon reading tlie answer from authority pub-
lished the next day in- the demi-official Journal of Governmeént, it would: be;
seen, was the fair interpretation put upon mny language at the time. [Ed.
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intention in this one act. It is, in my opinion; from.

the whole body and tenor of a volume, that its tendency-
is to be taken; and a journal, though the numbers are
published successively, is of the same character. You must
ook to the style, drift, and spirit, with which it is written,

_and the doctrine which it strives to inculcate. Gentle-
men, try us by this most faithful, but most piercing test."
‘More than thirty-three years of my life have I been en-

gaged either as the Editor or Proprictor of a’ Public
Journal-—more than twenty years has my faithful 'ﬁjiend
laboured by my side; and that we are both destined to per=
severe in the labour may be owing to the integrity we have
practised in it. In all that time, the present is thesecond in-
stance in which we have had a trialin this or any court on
any charge of a criminal nature. And when you considerthe
anomaly that belongs to the avocation—that libel is to
be judged by a severer criterion than any other species of
misdemeanour is subjeet to—that we are made answerable
for the criminal acts of others—ihat it is a -profession (if we
may be allowed to call it by that term—I know that I have

‘acted liberally in it) which requigﬂés daily and incessant

toil—to be performed at an unseasonable hour of . the
night, after the fatigues and exhaustion of the day,
SOm‘étinieS aft'er' the indulgences which man in society
may be occasionally permitted—a profession subject to
the arts which are too frequently practised to ensnare us
in . an _unWary iriqmeht, or to beguile our vigilance—to
parktialities that may mislead the honest judgment, and to
temptations  that human. frailty may feel it difficult to
resist—it will be allowed that that honesty; that vigilance,
that respect for morals must have been exemplary; which
have so effectually secured us against the imputation of

guilt. 2

Sixteen years ago, Gentlemen of the Jury, we were

charged in this Court with a libel on the King’s Govern~
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ment, by the pubhcauon of an address, from the town.of

Derby. - It, was, ':(.:onducted by . the ‘Noble and  Learned:
Lord. who is. no\”tge Lord“Chanceﬂor of -Eng1and He
did not. lax tbehmfogmatwn :
ofﬁce, and,f lt.i,lﬁl xt‘owh ,g\h'

to Govemm@ ' qx;ly, but. had LV
greatest political parties in the 1ealm._. It is- not only,
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proof. could be admitted, - In the present-case, Mr. Perry pro-
posed only, he supposed, to read- a passage or two from the-
report of the trial,’ ~If he meant to put it in as evidence, he

“thought it ¢ould not be admitted ; but it was competent to

Mr., Perry in thie course of his argument to._allude to. the de-
dlarations which-were made by those Noble and Lea,med Lords,
and he would of course have all the beneﬁt of the allusxon]

l

MR. PERRY thanked hlS Lordshlp.—GentIemen, 1
imeant but to state to you in their .own words, what. I
shall now only. mentxon to youin substance.: Lord Eldon
said, that « Considering every individual as under his pe=
giliar protection, he felt it to be his duty to acknowledve,,
that in no. instance before that time had we. been. brought
to the bar of any- Court to answer for any oﬂ'ence, either
dgainst Government or a private lndwlduah : And from
all he had ever heard of the Defendants, he beheved us
to be men-incapable. of wilfully publishing any. slander on
individuals; or of prostltutmg our paper o defamatlon
or indecency.” . 'This was-the declaratlon of Lord: Eldon,

" the prosecutor. - Gentlemen, on that day we had:the great

and dlslmgmshed advantage of heing defended. by that
noble and illustrious Lawyer, who upon every - occasion
identified himself with his Client;. who. became as it were
the brother of his blood-—-nay, the protectmtr parent to a
child in dano*er, whose exertions in its rescue. nen.her
sword, nor fire, nor the waters. could repel—the y warmth
and vigour, and integrity of whose soul struck to. the
hearts. of - Jurors the conviction by which he was lnmself
50 VlSlbly penetrated, and in whom the. eloquence of the
advocate :was rendered irresistible by the. fervor of the,
friend. - “That Noble Liord spoke of us upon t that occasion
in terins, which.it is impossible for me to repeat,but whlch
have planted indelible gratitude in our breasts.. ..
» R
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- have given’ consistency to my life.
treacherous  to.my first- professmns, nor indolent in car- .

34

* 'What we were then we ‘are now.” We never “stood -
upon the floor of this or any ‘other Court of Justice to
receive its judgment, elther for a pubhc libel or-a pnvate

alumny ' : Lo SREE:

* For ‘myself I'can’ say, that the unpressmn ﬁrst made

on' my mind when a :youth, and when I “first entered
the gallery. .of ‘the -House of - Comimons by" that great
Orator of Reason (Mr. Fox) fixed my: principles, and
I ‘have ‘never~been

rymg them, into. plactlce I ‘have: mever - been-violent
in my lano‘uatre, but I am’ sure it will not be- said - of
me that I have ever been equwocal T never became the

- advocate of ‘any cause but ‘that-which I thought honest,

and never embarked in any causé' for moneys:I: have
‘been ever found steady to the maintenance-of - freedom, to
the cultlvatmn of the human mind; to-the preservation of
morals; and to the true interests-of my - King and Country.

Having espoused the doctrines upon conviction, of that
party, the ancestors of whom-placed:the illustrious Family
of Brunswick upon 1 the. Throne: of: these Kuwdoms, I have
acted upon thexr maxims, without having. .any- other in-
terest in their. success, ‘than that which-must, spring to me,
in common with that of my:. fellow citizens; by perpetuat-
ing the, blesungs weenjoy. - And by acting in the middle
- path, -which- the ‘Whigs of England have ever pursued;

it has been my lotto'be equally assaxled and vilified by the a

extlemcs of - both sides.:
For my, faithful. fuend Mr. Lambert, I can w1th eqml
smcenty say; thatin: liis niore sedentary department of my

"~ ‘concern heis' equally aboVe reproaeh 1 defy all mankind

“to'say of himithat he. could ever' be diverted or seduced
from the faithful- dlscharo'e of his duty to the public and
to me ; or that any temptation- could ever make him - wil-

-85

fully to- insert an artlcle in The Morning Clronicle that

- ought to be left out, or to omlt an artlcle that ouwht to be
made known. R S

- Gentlemen of the’ J ury, I have done I have only to
thank the Noble Liord:“on" ‘the Bencli ‘and yourselves for
the kind* mdulgence which you “have shewn to me in.a
situation 'so new, and to wluch I amso uneqhal I will
add but" one word more. The obloquy ‘to which the
humble but not unuseful profession '6f @ Journalist has
been of late so unadvisedly - subjected ‘was a powerful
inducement to my mind-to- appmr ‘béfore you in person
this day; that I might bear:my. testimony;” ‘if "t can be

of any welght ‘to the injustice- ofthe censtre: - Indiscri-

minate censure must- always be- unJust—xt s unworthy of
enlightened : men. to" throw. outt, andin#this instauce- it
would be very-unwise:inEaglishmento :cherish: - I am
sure. that . its influence:will..not’ penctrate these walls this
day. I feel cqusbibusit}iat‘-;th'eki"mpu'tation ‘does not-attach
to my faithful friend:nor 1o :me;-and I aniisuié:ithat both
the Learned Lord cand.yourselves,-are too-1ioble-and- too

- uprightin your minds to suffer it {o'approach-yda:

Gentlemeu, -the causé ‘of the  Liberty ‘of thé: PleSS in
England ainder:/the ° direction ‘of : the: Noble-and Learn-
ed Judge, ‘is in..your-hands: thiss dayi - The “Morning
Chronicle stands now; asit'did in1798; inthe front of the
battle, not only:for itself;but forthe'liberty ofithe | press of

. Encrland “The pointatissue: {is<—whether- it shall-¢ontinue
~ to assert the principles upon which:the Whigs have ever

acted, and by .which  their .only- object: isito’ perpetuate

‘to His Majesty and ‘His: heirs, :the:Throne.to which they

persuaded . the - People. of "England “ to* call. His * ances=

- {ors, by securing it upon ‘that basis, which:forms not only

1ts strength, but . its lustre, . arid -which "I +find : truly dé=
seribed in a recent column of my own Paper.: ¢ Nothing

“ on carth ever equalled the magnificent and richly-

D 2

[



: everysﬁn%’&aff,’icréﬂ%t wilicl f '@ mb{iuetff

36
ornamented .power and greatness of thekingly office in the
Constxtutlon .of: En‘rland, awhen. exertﬁd AT due: ‘Barmony
with the: }ﬂﬂﬂenceﬁnd anthibrit jof thé two Housesiof Par

lxament infunison: mﬁh thexRublign Voiee: . bEhe boasted
unity. and;;vigouts ofydespetistiis, lmmtgndqmsmparedl

-with t]le,mm&ntragxlﬁ;i’ergﬁ gﬁ mghw ﬁ(;,ﬁ,emnwa
May ltlbw@émtmlin i @) 109} Ma 3l sessd Awe ald shss,

Coasnaosio omise edd mawnl seis Koldw esgm‘uwf)& wale

w’i‘xm ATTORREF: s @rn e iR i 9196 b
siow sd ton Hipow o doidw oollspiie 38l i, 0TS

Ilf]gﬂ:ﬁmduanda@dntl@nﬁnﬁofﬂm@%ﬁy} ol foasie

ThéGdii “’a‘n ‘wh "ﬁas{ngojkggaa%fr ubg 30%1 iﬁ“ﬁiféi?ﬁ%{
Jeferb; 1Ml ResE, Vhatt R § i’rﬂ?irso Vh%viﬁ [‘”ﬁ[ bié:
Fnéntiigf AtheBIR a“’hlnhf’g ?nu%ﬁd%?gdfit“ih’gﬂsiﬁuatmn it
is tow His hdnotlt'to KENIAE NS I MR
eulo@f%ﬁjfﬁé’ﬁefénﬂﬂﬁt ‘zihdjhfs i"‘béﬂ” Hf%“ﬂ'%e n[(f) k‘ﬁ%"\?»
1eage9&p@vmnﬁas§éaif&f*éﬁéesée*’“*'1’ it wedﬁlé’iﬁ
fendadtTIchetihct t’ﬁé’%%r‘}%é"tr?e%‘s‘éf"“’h‘a‘? it s
The Dedddht S6EmiOf 051{%{3 § \Jl%] 9 3 “sté]n%Ib eo Ehe
ackﬁﬁywmq‘ﬁx}'ﬂa‘f’h 0% Had? ﬁf)ufl ffaa i’ h@mﬁf
is vé "”fa’i“"s}?dnjf S @Y B Iot’f’%ﬁ‘j re’ SO T
woul’ﬂo*selﬂgﬁojfyxm@gqu il i%g‘ﬁﬁ)ﬁgﬁi Lo} X{R}R?a}iesi‘ep’sx-
CaatRSHRAT S PR Ty ﬂfﬁsgss ¥ @iheis

@&fho%%’ o6

raudh A PR ed 1 ’e‘?zﬁé‘%t%‘h%r?é’ﬁf‘tﬁ‘é&ﬂéf&‘?&iifhe
shalPﬁ@'E(iﬁi’d{me&[H’éﬁ?o?f‘éﬂoﬁgaf&%{é iﬁ) [Pl
NobleliEardisih Jadhl” PoiBid Wi ORLAIRH Fridhetids
are SEBRE ﬂw&@a@xmw%aamawgéwsﬁﬂé&% o it
that ¥ sos e Gallidmodrarsreaiitt Hfa%t#ﬁ%&f"l“r‘ﬁ%’ Dfifia:
ant has Tamnfetd Wife 22BRRELLPATORAMRRE ffﬁ‘rﬁoeg“ﬁlénd

of ivhostd AkisthRiHIP oA st ffer mﬁ%"ifeﬂ“ Tiself

in ‘1 ol Pl P RIRRY) "Ts’l’x’o'"i?{%l D8 rhicks e
remaovill 3B TRWheRPBrd; 1R RS UEEH B3Ed to
filla" hi@hép%ﬁtx%ﬂqmw’ﬂh""fﬁ@ 8&1‘&@@‘(&%&% én that

“*sf“\‘% SR RIINT: S S

- 37

Learned ‘Person by the- Defendant Iy and all who have
witnessed his: con&twﬁan this:Gourts: ximsi:*s.a’fr‘ree.)u ‘Bt the
Defenilanticertainty hils Mot Sufittod bysthesubdenice of that

 Learned Ji6¥d, or-of hnyiiitl¥caté whiateveriaie has done

»‘iumseiﬁamptmjmm,"zindﬂl’é@(p‘fﬁve(bbitﬁ%ﬁf?fdﬂy equal

togihamtaxk@‘hm"hasﬁassnﬁmdew%o?ughfmwendaﬁt who
pleads his own cause is subject to incohinierisiesthere are
also advantages which arise frem the same cu’cumstance9
and there- al;evng‘egalanues whichmaybe ﬁpquﬁltted by
persons in that situation, which it would not be worthy of

Counsel who g?pégegkth’wx@gtg&m}e&ﬁpunto ‘mx&cﬁa}%‘ The
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Lhord Eexexmonouon, could pot, sny, fhehitbs De-
fefzdam‘» h%lm‘a,es'}uaﬂ dulgcd dn any; observptiongwhich
wouldh, ot haxe, b e@n PETISEA toan A yagateal the
Attorgnegr& gngral had m called the attention gffo tx}?p[Cou;rt to
any, thing: ;r{e ex@rm W] 1%:11 ithe,L qfergd‘%ﬁ; was advaneing,
e hogn, ot 0,3t Bihoiny the heat, of
enty Insueh, cases.as, 3‘“@ Apr(;}sgn% g&atﬁer{mlght Ahave
fallen ?‘veu)’ irom, a; Counsels not. strigtly JiaPPkpﬁbggitq‘the
ot wh 1Q§}t@e;¥%:our.§ xgllg@ not, feel E}gglgigalled on
check,  Intersuptions, of the kindtended todleraage the
xdea,s g Avthe Speaker an_d thismusi:be gg&dggrggp‘plgcable
person not accustomed to @anﬁs& JFed sl asd 3o
Kngonyey Gnmnag confimiglyi L isodord-
‘l, only h(;wrd me Lyg sq Jitgn%@sofﬁt!}gmge wvenld
not have u;(;e‘xru}?ted n;e. L naver, meant sihgt it was,the
duty of his Lordshlp to have Jnterrupted:-the.. Defendant.
All I meant to say was, that the Defendant possessed ade
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vantages from the circumstance:of pleading his own cause; -
that he had taken a.degree of . hcence not altogether justi- -

ﬁable and that becausc e - was; as tosus'a: Layman, if'the

gentleman will allow ‘me -the. expression,:I :did not think

it proper to mterpose .but. I 'did: not: mean:-to -insinuate
that it was’ ‘his. Lordship’s duty:to mtufere--No, ‘Gentle-
men, 1tfwasvmlne and’ 1 was onl. y. going-tosay why- 1had
not done; soy: ‘Esaw whatit: would: lead.: to~=that. I  must
bear the. abuse the. Dcfendant hestowed WltlLSQ areat:liberty;

but I thought it would be unworthy:in: mer to ‘enter: mto
. It mays h'we been:my: duty toidefend.those -
Persons Whom the Dcfendaut sodiberally ! attacked ; but -

the contest

cons1dermg the \SltuathD in whichidlie Defendant istood, I
determined.not:to go out::of sthyswayi s -and asithe Defend-
ant ‘was not, accustomed to proceedings of; thistkind;' to al-

low him-to: 'g0-aS far as he chose. ol thonwht the.Defend.

ant at.one time! wasifeeling uhisiway, :tosascertaindhow far
he mlg_h,t _,pmce_e‘di\
in another ;papd cofswhich:I kaeiv:nothing. = dn-doing so
the:Defendanti threw: Qut a:donbt if he:waginot:éxceeding
the line: of propriety;.| { He found, thiat he: was,cbutinot  till

he had. nameel sthe; paper ; b,avm s previoasly, spoken of it

in terms.of more:than. reprobation, and scandalous.as-to the
author. of; the' -article’towhichi he;allnded.;« cIn the:.most
adroif and skllfnl mannet (I must isay )i 1tbe;l)efendant did
refer;, wlshmw t0)know if heywas:g nggtoo far, but taking
care; at the: sa,me,;ume o0, goy: h;'éz,fulhlength?md did; thmk
that in. taming:the paper; - the.. Defendantcdidiego:farther

tha,n any: ‘Advocate! wonld liaverbeénspermittedyiand 1 did -

'1ccordmgly*suggestfth'1t:thene Jwere lfmntsgto theslicence. be
was ‘taking.: “ThérDefendaiit] schowever;rhas! gumed his

point; and-hé cextdinly: ‘has! shewﬁgreatelgsklll in managing

it than -any fand.ever: met?mth 1w hermodein which the
Defendant introduced ‘hirhéelf: to. you, Gentlemen of the

Jlll ¥s Was well calculated to interest you in his favour. A -

He:iwas:stating: what' hadsappeared

39

nell-aﬁ'ected simplicity, want of knowledge.in the. forms -
of proceeding, inability to do justice to his defence, joined
to colourable reasons: for not placing it in. the hands of .

. otbers, were. well selected by. the: Defendant for this pur-

pose; and having: in.; -this manner interested you in his fa-
vour; he. was seeri to bring-to his aid-talents.which do not
fall to.the common lot-of man,  These are: the advantages
whlch the Defendant has- ‘gained by pleading himself his
cause ta day, (and:more consummate - addressI never wits
nessed); but, yet; they will: not avail: ‘him. :Asfar as the
sentiments.ofithe’ Defenda,nb in his speech this. day, or as
they appearedyin: othér: :parts ofshis paper, ‘can:go to an
alleyiationsofi<his? offence: in publishing: thelibel in ques«
tlon, 0 farlet hisigniltsbealleviated. I am: happy o find
that ihesaine:nan insthesyear 18[0, <is*not so unlike the

person’Lord Eldon found- him'sto:/be: in: thevyear 1793,as

fromthe:s paragmph inuquéstion’ smust have conceived

him: to: be: 5+ The *Defenidantswishes thats:the J ury, ‘could -
look into::his mindj andssce ‘what! passed theres:: #If the

Court who may havé to ipass ‘senténcevonitlie s Pefendants.

could: do:so,~ it wouldibé>fit that they should beégoverned -

by What they: savaa,ssmg there : Butiwhat you;:Gentlemen,
are here o ity ispif ax p‘u'aa‘raph, sstating:that certain

blessings are to'be attained hy'the Péople of: thlst("ountry,

but:that the*peuod of :their-attainnient: is iiot: within the

life' of the. rugnmo"Soverelgn, bt onithes: aceession of his

Successor, and: consequently ithat therperiod-of thereign of

the - present* -Sovereign’ must berdinterposed iibofore they
can beattained; isy oraisnotalibeliowIfsucly béthe mean-

ing of - the: patagrapb, sisvtherd amy: manysozbesotted as to

deny: that the tendency; of sits¢ould{only be tojglienate the
affections of ‘the people; from: theteigning: Sovereign, and
to teach thém to look’ forward -to:the:zera of :His:dissolution
as the period at”which those; blessmgs :are-alone lo be en-

JoyedP Tlus,Imust contend is the fa.n' inference to be. -

p 4



4o

drawn from the publication in question, notwithstanding

~ the'eloquence which'has been'displayed by the Defendant

in giving it a different, dnterpretation’s »Thoogh:1-have
dttended to ' the utmost "of :my powerjitostheladdress:the
Defendant his made, ¥ coutd not:boimprehedsanycpart 'of

it as going tosthe real quéstionsuiesvints rouibidtland:
round it, but with singilar cdrd)mndFhmustzapavittb gkeat
dexterity; avoided ¢oming dearit.! Wilket dsitheomeaning.
which"the paragraph icarriedialonguivithydt o Songtisaise:
and reason?:lwas shortin myopening oflthgaiso]beddse .

.

I felt it tobe s6plain ‘that . bewas rifrideeendbuinilongie
might hringi ‘on:dbscyfityss whicho siviply aéhdnpiof it
could not doiso How ;.then pwisiittoesdeféndad? Moty :
itselfy forrthat was desperate: vItowadd impossibldfocrbadiit -
and not toisay;ithat:it! borecthat s bhangedfoirauistaiehs .
would:bring bldssingsy butithutqhe srisfor slisirattainmicht
was 1hgaigetésionofgnotherSoverelzny ard that Fidowonid.”
be nobly popularfimihé-coimtny i Can'aiyemidl shiyyehat:
theparagraph willzsbeardunyti other indrpretatiomidoThe -

time-atowhitohithesé blebdingsard to be éxipectedjis Hiocopis-
mencemeiit:of itheizeighiofitheo nelxpSpyergight sethe Buls:
lic.are to ;lq'n'k«ifonwa;l:d:gté}ﬂl'eitﬁpétidﬂu,ﬁvitﬁqﬁt iHapéior oxt -

pectationz of uanysof ‘theipromisédi biléssings wrisftingsthom’*
during:thenveign:of His Present: MajestywosBhdnghowsis |

this paragraplotosbei eﬁ’ﬁlm{neduﬁﬁmyﬁbgw dn}ootliek parts.
of theisamepaper 2oltuigsaidiby thenDefendant cthatithe:
paragraphdncquestion jwas notiinithe largetype, andthat -
this which as displayedstonspi¢hdnsly, oiwatirsalh{ whigh.
the publishers:of sueh:papers held outiasotheiriomp! 1ihis -
is the first'time 1= eyexheard of sanvh g&‘ixddgtﬁnépm& fisi
Loidship will tell yonthatit iis impostiblersuich a:dbféhce
can be admitteds : T h.e;.ﬂéfﬁl}.’dﬂgt'{iﬂ’&%lﬂoaéﬂi(hwha; thére
are other passages in:the-saime papemiviichiiptoverthat.he

did niot hold the sentiments: here dnipiited fothimy;«Fo fake

1ip that maiter-drily,. can jt-be said:that a-man is intitled
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fo put a paragraph of the tendency 1 have (‘lgscribe?d,‘m‘tf)
an insulated pﬁrﬁ;;_()ﬁ.xhis:pgpﬁl’,:f@ﬁd;:«’:ﬁth%ﬂl ;tp;.,argz;ue;».‘:-;—li‘; is
true, youhere find kth:iﬂs;‘xpwaga:aph ,ﬂmta;é}ﬁ; y@qilqgli; three
columns backsyewwillsfind -one- of npxdq flexent :’Landgugy,
and the.opemill:corsgotethecofligro:No gﬂia_lllm.rgum@nt can
be sufficiéntito:avaitanFimansiiBut !lﬁms;i?ald, gbeq%@;a-
graphd;dmqfﬁgocsmféﬁ;mnghthathhapLhﬁm 3%@3 JWali
not thesmeatingiofity L doulds qp-ly;:;mkg?tl_ieygg@gsgp‘_ _
.b}.:itself;mo@\ 16 iﬁﬁmiﬁg“@ﬁﬁhﬁﬂl’ﬁ‘Qﬂlﬁfgzhig&?q; ag;xsa.m.ltzg,
thatsthedlessingsihe figured are; onlyote berattainedin: the

 reignofhisdinestylsiSneesssdr. oV hentghis idpay wastin
g ’ .8 ¢ 0 =

the inindoofithe writel afotlie ag@ﬁl@&ﬁhﬁ@f@;ixg&s@gaf
the Kilfg miusbblabenteunibefore brish, ho# camé BesnbiAo.
ctatythas Fhispresgnts Majesty mightyhuivemn appaxinfity:
of hecomingvighbys popidar hyiw@kﬁlizchaﬂ"%%safoosysmm;
bt torasteyashatolains tal popixlail y=futdbis §mdeishn3
Toi pmchﬂn@; biss yenglonsyytiinto ﬁiﬁﬁpﬁ%ﬁ&@f Majes b)dma;}lf..
not:Entitle kﬁmsglfstaﬁhim@nmmh@exﬁmémql?q ywﬂ: 5
His Subjeciishug thak ﬁd%s»tk@x@x}s@és?mvof inmgﬁﬁgqsm
onlyoavhd silldmdtad J i3 irpossibleld E@tﬁ_n&%»ﬁommﬁ
majth Wﬁ@skﬁhgifpawag’kaipthztoaﬁﬁ@h’qgms!gfﬁﬁaahgmgﬁ.;ﬁi
what is ibqifiohothie-Défodanésralisiontoshaughot sl
thab zhe;gadﬂ?jrpt?,«g}u\’mﬂtht?ﬁdzmu&ldaﬁét'}hafgnfz:xﬂp smgh!gﬁnge‘;
timentsﬁiguhi‘éycon@mﬁ%\ﬁdns&aﬂ}foi %ﬂ]ésgndgmmxmi?gnfhe‘
Editor hiftsclfibutdwhat hévelafedrof mhoth fafcgggm@ hi;s_;,.;
sontirhehitsndodinmbt gbiffisegisikies Soippuiadisiliy:.
altyltdme olecamgesinihmdther gsart obitheppapdbignly.;

mpter 1oiyaligto Jubdb Giguuiticpandigsibtenthotuisipres.

sionibf loyaltyizudeds byohid® ’ajf)'iﬁts«gq&xum’iu{qx?ﬂa'ﬂimpei
thaf fhexe ssimiydhing likerdvidabdrgumehtdmithisd: sBut:

the Defindafusagisithonpris sfilli andtisorgphind Bfvly Tiipor.

vhi gaihis Ho . i Lod D iﬁiillﬁﬁ ftd)ma;
whiclt W@ihﬁ%ﬁ&h&}ﬂﬂd&ﬁ%&@dﬁ)qm@?’ e
mendationofthitsiPrintejof shistesyldml efdéisorpnetiivion-

for the’ virtuesiofdl imliﬁ;h‘éri’ﬁ [IfﬁiSlTﬁiﬁ@S@blB,hklﬂl’mﬁ)t
* the Defendant; o tfof the:Liedrned Liord:whoshas fopmerly
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been his Counsel; to hold the character of his Royal Highs-

ness in higher respect than I do; but I am at a loss to see

what connection there is between this paragraph in com« .
mendation - of his Royal Highness, and this Té.il--piéce,‘ as; :
ihe Defendant describes it, tacked not to 1t but.to anoiller ,
article. The sentiments ascribed by the Dcfén(‘.}ant:-to‘,thér ,
‘Prince of Wales are most.{ruly:so ascribed »wit_h)c;thé »,view- .

of .magnifying His .character.;. but - what argument can-be
built on this to,shew you, Gentlemen of the Jury, that you
are not from the other paragraph,:to. collect, that the ac-
cession of His Majesty’s Successor to. the-throne is not the
@®ra z}t which the blessings alluded to:are to: beattained 2
So far the -reverse of this, it furnishes.an _uddiﬁonal:argu-

ment for the interpretation I contendthe. paragraph can,

, alone receive. . I.should not have thought. the two, para<
graphs at all connected together ‘:;.l:).u‘t;s,upposingt them to,
haye.followcd_ cach Aoth_‘ie‘r,,orto;lmﬁre 'f‘o,rmed‘ part of the
same article, what would they together ha,i'e.,amounted‘to ’

A .commendation ..of .the Prince of ' Wales—a declaration

tha,t-’tz,._t‘otal change of system would producean ’inﬁnity of
ble,s_smgs——yfollowed by: an: observation, .that the Successor.

to His present Majesty . would, have: thaﬁrﬁest,qpportunity.

of becoming nobly popular., : In other words,. ¢ Nothing
but change of systemcan produce.the.blessings-alluded io,
and His ‘Majesty’s ,Sucqessq_rff—t,lnatizgx'igx:cé :I---h:;ly:e 'befokre-
commended, will have an Qppgptglr,xity,pf becoming nobly

popular,. by acting .directly contrary. to.that system His

Father is now pursuing.”: Could any man give a different
interpretation :to .the ~whole, supposing the paragraphsto.
stand together 2. The: Defendant says this was like a post-,
script or corollary to the article in thg.for,met part of thepa-; .
per. - I say, if they.were connected, my argument (wo,_uld,l
gain additional strengih from . the.. ciréums‘t,ance; . Bixt_ if .
connected, how happened it that they were so id,i,sjoinedfé :
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The Defendant says the article charged as a Libel is to be
taken as a part of the former long article. ‘What part 2
The article immediately preceding‘ it, begins ¢¢ Three sail
of the homeward bound Jamaica fleet have arrived at Cove
severely injured in masts and rigging, &c.” Then, if this
argument of the ‘Defendants is correct, it follows, that
there is not a paragraph which-could possibly find its way
into'a newspaper, however poisonous it might be in itself,
which, when coupled:.withanother. paragraph 'in ‘some
other part of the same paper, might not-become perfectly
innocent. Fora person of -so: acute ‘an-understanding as
the Defendant possesses {o:hold out such an. argument to
you, Gentleinen; is to deceive you. Iftt<.wa's!.Un\v0Ttliy the
understanding which he has so ably; and; ‘though he diss -
claims it; so‘eloquently’ exhibited  to-day; to contend that -
the articlés have any conncction. ~If: they: had, however,
it only makes the' matier-worse. - T -will do the. Defendant
{he justice to'sayy:that I:do.not believe the: Pefendant in- -
Vt_ended«th’ey- should ‘have any connection.’ If he had first -
perused. the one, and: then‘adopted the’other as- having res -
fe,ren_',é'eato,'iti-,-%-hisﬁintelltion“would be the more strongly ma- -
nitested 5: and therefore; if the paragraphs were to be. con~ -

~ nected' together;, the observations that: I -have before made

wauld be lgreat_ly{-‘en‘harice;d;—{-l £.there -be nothing in. this -
paper, which I-am certain there is not, that can givera
different sense to the;paragraph complained of; it must. be
judged-of; as it stands; by itself. - The effect of it no man
“who reads. it can doubt. -I-have no _doubt his Lordship
will tell .you that the:paragraph could have-no meaning -
_but that which-I have assigned to it s-of course, it will-be.
your daty to convict the Defendants. ' o

e —E 4 o S e
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GENTLEMEN or 'I‘HE Ju

the pul n-of that which

“This is an Informatu;ﬁ agalnst the- twoDeféndants, Mr° :

Perry and Mr. Lambert,
is alleged to. be,.
¢ Libel conccmm our,

Lord the&ng, gmd, his A,drmmstla-
i 1t oletherefore

stxatlon of the Gogerrxment of the»Kangv
on ‘l[y to His; Ma_]esty andzﬁls pemonal

yom mmds vto' 1t fairly to comprehénd

X ;mfre i ﬂ;e;ﬁamcmfwthé estabhshed ¥
’n,ﬁ oveu,hxow ofsthe>Constitutionjrorof the -
it=’Bliatjis not-meant by iox lmputed 2
1 _L:q;scer, Qf*t e:Monarcliy: teyﬂie=Sugce§sor of -
sty is (mentroned m«th;,a nﬁxt branchnf ﬂw senteﬁce‘ g

"aJe

AR

change in the fmmc igfth
blessi bs(’\on, thcngodmg ¥ 188 the Wmds dn, nb;s 7pmtleall y

meari a total chquc mn the pldnsmﬂd meﬁaul‘"(}& ofithé Ad-

mm1st1at10n as these words are commonly understood

xscandalous, mahcmus, and sédxtlous:

itisa: vmy\ short one, -
- able(mth bettar eﬁ’(*ct td a,p ply :

0 dr‘)f‘cqns;dermg Jthﬁ afou’ncrhpﬁm?of the :
sentence as, ”miendmg,,@or -mﬁnqmg gggﬁlmiuﬁath: ﬂmt a’

to be used and appIie'd to the system of the King’s Minis~

S P b |
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ters for the time being. Your attention will be drawn and 1
applied to discover the true meaning of the subsequent |
words of thesentence, which comiug after the words I have
read, are as follows: ¢ Of all Monarchs indeed, since .
the Revolution, the successor of George the third,”’ mean= |
ing our present Lord the ng that is the only 1nuendo | o]
tn it (and-of ‘course;’ ‘Wwithout“it; ‘one would have known
Geeorge the third: ‘micant Gur present Soverelgn Lord George
the thirdy) the: suct;essoﬁ'of George' the. third ¢ wxll have
the_ finest: bpportﬁmtyebf becommg nobly’ populgr. e : !
-Gentiémen/the Defendant:himself hias givei =i_s'1nterprea !
tationof Lﬁ@w&rd%‘ and Lieshys that' thes ds : are to be
nnderstoéH m am mnbcent»sén‘se by reference to the ¢ cona |

DI E

dom or tlie *vxrtues or the “‘persenal sdhcxtudb -of’
jesty forithe welfare of His Feople.
Defendantato :regﬂ a part Gf the same pﬁbh_caﬁo

ihe sub]ecb M‘ fthxs pa‘pel‘ inl ipa’ri; *he: gays) ¢
crisis is;ah@arduonsias the taskwould b} ‘we niay Gondll
froms them»grmdipley&’ﬁﬂ\caﬁdﬁbt ¥, spéiﬁttng“ 1 :
' noble L&rd& adverted o ey iﬂoﬂ]s Gr% Wlé and Gr

b \\‘mnufao Jia
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#¢ that they will be ready to devote themsclves. to the-ser-
. wice of ;their. King.and Country. = But. they cannot .con-

sistently with those principles permit Lord Liverpool and

Mr.. Perceval to be:the persons to. communicate. theit

thoughts'and views ; a rule of action:-which we conceive to
be most correct, not: dlctated by any narrow.. mmded princi-
ples of exclusion ;but resting upon those sound. andwell
considered views of the Constitution, Whlch ou(rht to. go-
vern their conduct as Statesmen:in this most important and

_ interesting matter.” . Then he afterwards says, and this is

the partto which I would. draw. your . attention; “ We
ought to add: to. this statement,: that His Royal Highness
the Prince of "W ales has, upon- this most curious and inte-

_resting occasion, taken alinewhich must exalt His charac-

ter, and endear him:Ao His: Country The sentiments of
His Royal Highness on the awful crisis.of the Emplre, and

of the character - of . the measures.which have led to that
- crisis, are not unknown ; He feels on the. subject. like every
.other enlightened man, but more strongly perhaps,- because

He hasa deeper interest than any other.in its w elfare;. but
from some. unfounded rumours. respecting. His inteference
in the arrano'ements whlch were. in contemplatlon, the
Prince has thought it His duty to express-to. His Majesty,
His firm -and unalterable determmatmn to. preserve .the
same . course- of . neutrality - -which He. Thas mamtamed, and
Whlch from: every ;feeling of . dutlful attachment to His

Majesty’s Person; from His revenence of the v1rtues, a,nd s

from. His confidence: in: the wxsdom and sohcltude of His
Royal Father forthe, happiness of His - people, He jis.sensible
ought to be.the. course that He should pursue. - We have

no.doubt but: that. this assurance of the filial respect of. the

Hexr Appa\'ent in not; mterposmg His. hlgh mﬂuence in the

,formmo- of. an_ Administration, will be. most acceptab]e to

His Ma_]esty.” Here he states: that Hls Royal Hwhness had

: questlon

AT

resolved to preserve a line of neutrality, and that from the

- estimation in which’ He:justly held His father’s virtues, and

his confidence in ‘the ‘royal wisdom and solicitude for:the

‘ happmess of His people; He had forborn to interfere.

‘Now'if tlus stood immediately next to the paragraph’in .

“question, of tliere was a sort of continuing context to unite

them; it would  be" fitting ‘for ‘you to consider (and it isfit

- for you to conslder as” they stand now) whether you are
 to regatd this ‘as’ mﬂuencum real]y, ‘and - bona - fide,:the
- sensé he'has’ meant to” convey in‘the other," supposing: that

these’ Words,’ in“the ‘martiner- in“which they stand, do: not
so'clearly intimatea’ ‘corlviction of “the’ ‘wisdom "and solici-
tude of H‘ls Majssty as the others'do 5 and the question’ fot
you fo'tr y, as'it respects ‘these ‘words, ‘is, whether they are
réally’ ‘bona* ﬁde ‘to be- conmdered ‘with-referénce to . the
other: passao’e ;> and’whether- an v landuage, in ‘the other
passage, ‘whicl' ‘might: have: otherwise appeared 1mpmv1-
dent, did not! iconinect itself w1th this;'in’ point of: coniext
soas'to receive a qu'xhhcatlon fromthat consideration, -
T'he next question’ for  your: conslderatmn, and:which
will-be’ 'a most npbrtant and ;probubly-the most important
at is the fair,- honest, C'lndl.d mterpreta-
tlon ‘of -the words ‘takeén by themselves PUOTELILG RS sk
Now, ‘Gentlemer;” he’ part I'lidve read certaiily im-
ports no dislespect whatcver to (Hi§* Majesty; ‘on the con-
\ of 1lie virtues of Hls’*Mtuesty it Speaks of
that whiph every"bod yin His Majesty’s dorinions’ kno,'m,,
that Hé' does entent‘u‘n"" ; strongest sohcxtude for lus peo-
ple, and“a "regard for his vii tiies
‘in this passage. ‘But this paragiaph® {as has' been obseryved
by -the' Attorme Geneml) very' constderably removed
in pomt of place, ‘from the’ pura«rraph in queshon ; the'e one
bemtr in"the “fourth- column “of ithé second ‘page and ihe
other bemg 1n the second column oﬁ the third: spage.”The

s Veiy strongly breatfied

e
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paragiaph which is {he subject of the prosecutmn is thiss.
¢« What a crowd of blessings rush: upon ‘oné’s mind that
might be bestowed upon’ the’ Co’untry in-the event of g
total change of system.. Of all ‘Monarehs 1ndeed sinee
the Revolution; thesuccessor of Georgé the Tlurd will have
the finest opportumty of  being nobky popular.”’: Now if
the two paragraphs are to be understood;: as- they would
be, if they stood: immediately - followmtr each other; and
were in 1mmedlate context and ‘anion; . ‘or-rathier: commus

“nion, wtth each orther, orie must understand. the. -words;. in

falrness, as referrmtr to: the blessings which: would: ensue
under a chanae of system, and’ as: lmplymgl that:those
blessm0‘s were expected from' that change-of’ system; with-

-out meanmg to impute to: His* MaJesty & want: of concern

for the hap ppmcss of His People, or an insinuationthat these
blessings were not to’be- expect(.d il the'xeign. oftHis suc:
cessor. . ¢ Of all Monarchs sinée:thie Revolution; the suc-
cessor of George the tl:m'd wxll have the ﬁnest opportumty
of being nobly popular ' (R o

But, Genﬂemen, taking these words standmv:rremote as
they doin pomt'o place from' each otlierythe most: imports
ant. quesnon for. your conmderahon is:this=~whatis; the
fair meaning of this’ paSsage, s_tandmg by itself; and; des

tached from any connectwn with: any-other paragraph ;.

and isit; as it standg ;' libellous 3¢ What:a: crowd’

of blessings rush u pon one’s. ‘mind: that’ mlght be: bestowed ‘
tpon the Country inthe event of a'totalichange: of system. .

First of all as to the words ¢¢'change:of systemy’” I think,
as T have said, the fair meaning: ‘of those:wordsis a. change

of pohucal system, not a" chiange of the ordmary manages

ment-of the Country in.any; of “its: vitak concerns,: but, &
change in its pohtlcal Goveriiment. - By “‘total change. of
system,” certainl ¥
because {lie nex passage {alks'of the: Monarchy. 5 ‘therefore
it does not meaiu & change inconsistent with the full vi-

ot meant subversion: ox: demohtxon, ‘
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gour.of the-,monarch;calrpart, f the Const\tutxon because it
speaks:of t blegsmb,ﬁ; % gnjoyed on, ‘the @ wcceesm_p pf
;thie Prince: of Wiles *-«Now, I, d,o' not. know, that the say-
“ing: thereswonld:be
~taKeliivby:iitgeHss Wlth
- ‘they’may be expecte
p ;thatfsr&dy.not,begnnpeently expgcgsed on
liticakdondition;ok: ~thieiCopntrye.. hex
therpresent! System,eggpﬂm a;
s cipismotivés; howevers gegunhegp,
sefrdtnthe whyrdwwh;@gﬂ s %wsty
H:p;@tmﬂéﬂ;g&gygmmept&of thezgg%ggtry al
' it wiews Tdoml

out :myt nnpwtmml 9&; h&@ mot
, ”\Mageﬁtﬂrmﬁhee&ejéﬁe?9&};13 wisde
“takemamunfaﬂwﬁtgdyggm—aq Ix
est&fiﬁglg{asfegplgﬁ*ham ot, pLg?
puting to His Majesty an erronegy.

4 "e},—l‘fetﬁeople;’i&mm)ﬂtmg:w Aim, :ﬂ it

BEe, i
zpartftmly«comgptgylew “‘**ém @fh\m&m S S0T A0iTesi
iopprefgauy indigidul and, f nould becore st }3be‘=
s Housygabuf otidament, J;gl}erelg;}iz}gt)erg;g)ﬁneous‘ ten}xk of Go-
ernmentVHs that yg,lg; w_jzug;s unds der His
”ammaﬁpnév{z%gmdme $aYrls. libellaus, -
Pyt Gentlentenagomes:the; }le\%f[t ]
M .i"m '.deéﬁs%ﬂg%the Revo

thve,\ﬂag ﬁnest QP,ER‘}O‘I“
do

e sttt Ihat he will ] beCOm:i 'sO,

; the mexezleng Qt sqpseégxft,{x, ,m,gc criminalse
but m thab sense ,‘whgch wthey. fairly, (,;;pport . ormerly it
ysthat: words were o be taken in the
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~more lenient sense, but that is not now the interpretation
in.a judicial constructionof words ; they arenot to be taken
‘either in the more lenient or: the more harsh sense; but ii
the 1nterpretat10n which belongs fauly to them; but’I must,
in order to get at that which. makes ‘them take the: more
harsh mterpretatlon » get at something which:naturally gives
'to them that mterprelatlon »- and. discover froin them-that
they are made to impute to His- Majesty any thing which is
corrupt—any system- .of conduct=<any motives - which-it
would be vicious in.a subject to :suppose His -Majesty. to
entertam, and- Whlch it s therefore. mischievous to impute:
Now it says,. e Of all Monarchs indeed since’ ‘the -Revolu-
tion, the buccessor of George the Thlrd w1ll have the finest
lopportumty of bemg nobly populari”.,i .’ e
If it means that his Majesty durmg his | Teign’ or for.a
Iength of time may. have taken an imperfect view=—an'er-
‘roneous contemplation of - the interests of the Country, as
it regards either foreign nations, or our'own;or the - sys:‘,em
of our internal. pohcy—lf it imputes nothmg ‘but’ honest
‘error without crime, I am. not.prepared-to.say that that is of
itself libellous. The.rest of the paragraphs-do seem to mé
too remote in point of place, and tqo divided in point: -of
matter, to have any:immediate necessary connectlon with-
the paragraph in question:; but that is.a matier for your
consideration. But.if it has. not, and: takm«r it as.T am now
doing substantively, -and by itself, itis a matter -1 think
somewhat doubtful; upon the fair constructxon of these
words, whether the writer meant to calummate the person _
and character-of ‘our august. Soveretgn. S ‘ :

- If you are satisfied that.was his meaning: by the ap'plic‘:'al
tion of your understandmw honestly and falrly to'the para~ A
graph.in. question,-you will find: 1ke Defendantb o*mlty,
but if, on Jooking at this paragraph by 1tself‘ ‘or.still more,’
1f you shall. think: yourselves. warranted to-import,’ mto’
yeur consideration of it, what goes before, notwithstanding
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it is consxderably distant in place, and disjoined by other
matter; and you infer, fromthat connection, that this was
written without any purpose to. calumniate the personal
Government -of  His Majestyy’ and rerder it obnoxiousto
His. people, you will find them-not guﬂty - The- matter is'
for your consideration ; you will not distort the words, but
give them their fair apphcatxon and meaning as they im=.
press your. mind. - What is most material is the substantive
paragraph itself, and if you ‘consider it isimeant to imputé
that the reign of His Majesty isithe only thing- interposed,
between the: p0ssessmn of great-blessings which are likely
to be enjoyed in the reign of His Successor, and that it is
mtendcd to render His’ Majesty s*Admlmstratlon of his Go-
vernment obnoxmus, itis'a calunniious pamo‘r'lph and to
be dealt with as a libel. If, on ‘the ¢ontrary, youdo not see
that it means distinctly and f’ur]y, ‘accordiing to’ your tca-
soning, to impute any purposed mal-administration to His
Ma)esty, or those acting under Him, butis at all reconcile-
able to the imputing only an erroneous view of public ad-
ministration, I am not prepared to say that that is a Libel.
- There have been, at all times, errors in the administration
of the most enlightened men. . ~I will take the instance not
of any of ourselves,-or.of our owil age, but of 2 man who for
a time administercd the concerns of this’ Country with

great ability, although he obtained his dignity with great

crime, I mean - Oliver - Cromwell—we .are at this moment
suffering from the most erroneous: princi iple in his Govern-
ment, throwing the scale of power into-the hands of France
when he turned the bahnce against the house of Spain,
and laid the foundation for that ascendancy on the part of
France, which, unfort unately for all' mankind, hassince ob-
tained in the affairs of Europe. The: greatest of Monarchs,
who ever sat upon the Thrones of Europey and who have
been the promoters of the greatest-blessings to their Coun-
try in some respects; and:-who have contemplated its wel-
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fare with the greatest solicitude, have had errors, but 6aii
the statement of that be considered as disparaging them ?-

* Gentlemen, the whole subject is for your consideration;
apply your minds fairly and candidly to the consideration
of the paragraph in question ; distort no part of it; and
let your Verdiétv be the" result of that fair ‘c‘ohsideration “of
it. : ‘

 The Jur_y zmmedzatel_y pronounced thc ])efendants
Nor GUILTI’ :

The next (/ause, (also upon an  information ez oﬁwzo) the
King v. Hunt, on a charge of libel for the original pub-
lication of the same paragraph in The Exammer, was
w1thdrawn by the Attorney General.

FINIS,
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