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LETTERL

A General View of the Dangers to which we are exposedy
with some brief Remarks on the Question of Aggres-
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LETTER IL

The Necessity of Union pointed out—and she Measurs

of @ Gengral Contribution recommended.
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LETTER I

DEAR sm; 2

N requestmg your attentlon for a short time
‘upon subje&s of inexpressible importance,

and 1nt1mately conne&ed with the welfare, and

-indeed the existence, not only of this Country,

but of all civilized Soc1ety, pledge myself to
encroach as little as possﬂ)le on your time: My

objett is neither to deal 1 1n dedamatlon, nor te

engage in controversy. I shall not suffer an

unavailing retrospeét of the past to usurp thes
place of a more useful cons1derat1on of the pre= .

sent, or of a still moére 1mportant attention to
the future; but, 1efra1nmcr from all unproﬁtabie
topics, I shall i mqune, with deference and can-
dour, what are the most eﬁicacxous and praéhm
cable means of e‘;tucatmg ourselves from a si-

tuatlon, the most awful and a,larmlng that. thls :
Country has ever expenenced and of guardmg :

against evils, which 1t requires all our Wlsdom,
forntude and energy, to avert, '

B ishall,
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1 shall not, hoWever, 1 trust Dbe thought to

deviate from this purpose, if I introduce the

important mqulry by 1eqhest1n& you to re-.

- fle& for a moment on the magnitude of the

dangers we ate called upon to provide against ;

* dangers which threaten nothing less than

the entire destru&xon of the long-establish-
ed system of Europe, of the independence
of its respective ‘States, and consequemly of

" that Balance of Power which our Ancescors
felt 1t their duty to_preserve at the ‘expence of
thelr blood and treasure—-—the sacrlﬁce of all,

the advantages we have derived from ‘the gxaa
dual progress of civilization, which, under the

_bemgn influence of the pure and mlld spmt of

Chnstlamty, has softened the manners and re-

~ fined the morals of mankmd and brought SO~
\mety to a much higher deofree of perfeéhon |
“than it had ever before attaxnednthe loss of
all the protechon conferred by woular Govern« '
| ment, social Order, and ectabhshed Laws and,
'paltlcularly, by that happ} and mrmxtable frame |

of Government whxch has contnbuted more

than any thlng else, to promote the fehcﬁy and‘
greatness of the British. People,—~and the esta-

bhshment of a system of unbridled hcentrousﬁ

ness and ferocious anarchywa system of mces-"

sant revolutlons and popular outragem—of moral
“depravity,

“ Country..

| (3)
\ deprawty, and of dissoluteness and brutahty of

r manners-—-of wanton bloodshed, and worse than
savage cruelty—of impiety and atheism—a sy-

stem which would bring, as subordinate evils in

its train, the destruction of commerce, the
annihilation of credit, the extin&ion of arts
‘and manufactures, and all the horrors of indi-
gence, famine and disease—a system, in short,
which would render earth a hell and ex1stencc
a curse.

'T he pessibility of -the 'prevalence of szich a

system would not be credxted had it not been’

exemphﬁed before our eyes in a nelghbourmg
But having seen an example which
proves that 1 do not-exaggerate in the descrip-
tion, can we doubt that if France were to suc-
ceed in gaining ‘that entire preponderance over
Europe, which she is exerting all her endeas
yours. to dbtain, and towards the attainment of
which she has made a most alarming progress, -
she would avail herself of that preponderance,

by communicating her own system to other

Countries ? ‘T hls, mdeed she would find neces=

sary, in order to preserve the ‘ascendancyrshe :

- had acquired, as well as to relieve herself, in

§ome degree, from the miseries of Anarchy;
‘B2 o Wthha
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“which, ‘though it would certainly fix the Throne
of its Empn‘e in France, would be obhged to

seek its prmmpal subsistence by preymg on the
wvitals of other Countries. = The mtroduéhon 3
‘and establishment of the above system would
‘be gi'eatly facilitated -by. the new -influence,
-which the principles that led to such a state of

, .thmgs in France, would acquire. For although

those pr1nc1ples have in their result excited uni-
versal horror and detestation, the fascinating

_eﬁ‘eé‘t of success ‘'would counteraé‘c those salu-
“tary 1mpress1ons, and chspose mankmd tq forget
' the recent effect and the ruinous tendency of

pr1nc1ples, which had been vindicated by the

conquest of Europe. .

T hese prehmmary observatlons, which I am
obllged to pass over with a rapidity little suited,
indeed, to the importance of the subjelt, but

prescribed by the nature and extent of my plan;

derive, unfortunately, but too much force from

" the ‘events of the War. The axstomanmar and

gigantic successes of France cannot and ought
not to fail to excite a serious alarm, lest the
dangers 1 have presented to your view, should

be fully realized : and although the occurrences

of the War, as thcy d1st1n€tly regard Great Bri-
ta.m

{5 )

tain and the Continental Powers, ‘exhibit a

perfect contrast—although we have been as suc-
cessful as our Allies have been unfortunate, yet
we cannot depend for securlty upon our suc~

‘cesses, great as they are, unless we avail ours

selves of them to repress the unbounded ambi-
tion, and the destrultive proje&s of the French
Repubhc——pro_]e&s mﬁmtely more vast in their
extent, and more ruinous in their tendency,
than any ever formed by the French Monarchy.
The essential interests of Great Britain are so
inseparably interwoven in the general system

of European Policy, that it is impossible they

should long survive its destruction. I am sure
it 1s unnecessary to employ any time in con-

‘vincing you -of this important truth, or in

pointing out the effeft it ought to produce.
Bhould it produce its -due effelt, it may per-
haps be the glorious lot of this Country to serve
as a barrier to the ﬁoverwhelmmg mischief’;

stop the furious torrent, and to repair its ra-
vages, by restoring the dykes' and mounds of
Civil Society. Perhaps it may be destined for

us, even at the last extremity, to preservefrom |
extinCtion the sacred fire of social life ; as, some-
times, when the body seems deprived of animal

 Jife, the vital flame has only retired to some

noblg-
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~noble part, from whence it again returns, spreads
over the frame, and rev1v1ﬁes the whole sy%tem. |

It 18 not any part of my plan to enter mto a
discussion’ respecting the causes and origin of

‘the War; or the much agxtated question of Ag-
gression 3 not that I have any wish to shrink
from the controversy ; but, besides that sucha
\ dlscussmn would occupy the time which may be |
much more usefully cemployed, it Would pro-
duce on' niy part no more than a repetitlon of
aiguments urged over and over again, both in
and out of Parliament, and which have never-
Iecelved any. other answer than evamon ,*argu- :
‘ments by which it has been ;ncontrovertxbly
- proved that France was the aggressor in hosti-
lities, in the most. _complete sense of the term .
, Aggressron riot only by having aétually com-= .
menced the attack, but also by having fur-
nished the cause of complaint ; and that it was -
| absolutely out of our power to delay the War,
even for. a morment, w1thout suffering her to
pursue and carry into effect her design of de-
stroying the independence of Europe, of an-
“nulling the most sacred Tteaties by her own
arbitrary Wl“ of subvertmg all esta,bhshed Go-

’yernments, and of mtroducmg every ‘where her
| | T own
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~own wild and destructive systemy of Liberty and.
Equality. A deswn whlch was undoubtedly
- meantto e*ctendto Grewt Brltaln aswas apparent

not only from the umverqahty of the expressmn

wused in the Decree of the 19t1 Nov.. 1792,
s aZZ Peop[e,” but ﬁom the dlre& and open
- communications wh1ch the Conventlon -had.
with the disaﬁ"e&ed of this Country, in one of |
which the Preament acftualiy expressed his ex-.
‘pectation of havmor soon to communicate with.
‘a National Conventxon of Great Brxtaun. Be-
“cause we would not submxt tamely to such pre-

tensmns, such insults, and - such 1injuries, and

accept, with blind deference, such explanations “
~as France thought pr oper to glve, and which i in
fak amounted to an aggravatxon of the origi-
nal wrong, by ‘maintaining  the, obnomous and
inadmissible principle of 1nterfer1ng in. the af-

fairs of other Countrxes,we were driven into tne

‘War.  Such is the result of proofs which every
one has within his reach, and which it is thexe»i
fore unnecessary to detail. |

Indeed it has alwnys appeared to me a‘stoni.sh;:
xng, that any one could be found bold enough ‘

in the face of such fa&s, to ascribe the Warto

a design of 1madmg the leeltles of. France,.

~when

PR
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when 1t was so evrdently commenced by France;
‘with a view of subverting the Liberties and In~
dependence of Europe. T he System adopted
~and avowed by France, was in itself the most
violent and flagrant aggression, and would have
completely Jusnﬁed the Combrned Powers 113
attacking France, to compel her to renounce 1ta
And if those Powers are subjeét to any censure,
‘it is for having suﬁ'ered that System to proceed

so far, and to gain so much ground, without

endeavouring to crush it by force. ‘T hey doubt-
~ Iess indulged the vain hope, that it would meet
“with sufficient mternal obstacles to its progress
-and estabhshment, or, perhaps, '(h"tt it Would

destroy itself.  Events have shewn how un-

founded those hopes were, and how impo-
htlc it was to indulge them; but certaln 1t
is, that. the French Rcvolutlonary System was,
ab. zmz‘zo, a just cause for alarm-to all the Sove-?

~ reigns of Europe and in effe@ a Conspxracy,

against - their .peace and 1ndependence' and

that the concert wh1ch some of them were, at-

Iength obliged to for m, was di@ated by a sense
of their danger, and was, in the striCtest sense,

~ a Defensive Alliance ;—nay, that it womd have
teen so if it had been direfted to offensive
operations. ,But‘xn te%d of that they refrained

from

s

(9 )
from - hostrhtles w1th a forbearance Wthh it is

~impossible to Justify; and at length they were . |
themselves successively attacked by Frince, in

- pursuance of her desrgns, and"in the eﬁpe&a-;

tion that War would be auxrhary to Insurrec-

tion; and enable her; with more tacrhty, to'ef-

fe& her unjustifiable projects against the nghts

N and Independence of every State. .

" To. such solid grounds, on whrch the War

 tests for its JLlStlﬁCathn, proving it to be 'not .
only just and necessary; but absolutely unavord«

‘able; there is but one 9nswer ‘attempted to be

‘made—that we did not acknowledge the new
. Repubhc, in order to try whether we could not,
by Necrocratlon, obtain satisfation and redress
- . for those wrongs which are not demed even. by ,
~the persons who advance this answer, to have

had existence : for it is acknowledged by Mr,

-Fox, that the Decree of the 19th of N ovember

17925 was * a just cause of compla.lnt’*e ” nay,
it has been admitted by Brissor, that that

~Decree * could not fail to excite uneasiness
~in- F oreign Cabmets 4. I cannot help observ«
| mg, that In allowrng this Answer its- full force, ,

| a:- House of Commons, May 10, 1796. S
'f Letter to his Constituents, e

c S it
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it falls mﬁmtely short of proving that we were
: ‘aggressors in the War ‘Nothing can be more

unfair in reasoning, than to take it absolutely
for granted, that if a specific measure had been

tried, it would have produced a given effett.
At best it is but matter of conjecture, what
~ consequences would have ‘resulted from a re-

cognition of the French Republic. ~ But it

~ seems the helght of absurdity to infer, that it

would have had the effe& of inducing that Re-

.pubhc to give up its system, and to change its
| mnature.  The probable and natural effet of
‘such a measure, would have been an encourage-
‘ment to that Republic to pursue its plans. It

‘would, ‘besides, -have been the extreme of
folly and ‘madness to make a prec1p1tate ac-

knowledgment of a power founded on those
: pmneiples, avowing those objects, and pursu-

ing those destructive measures’ which marked

“and charaderized the first moments’ of the
o French Republic, and which were ev1dently de-
yived, by stri@ hereditary. descent, from' the

“known disposition of the Revolutionary - Parent

that gave it birth; a Repubhc which, to say

nothlng of the murders and massacreb by which

it was ushered into ‘the world, was professedly

, hostxle to all the Govemments of Eulope, Wthh’ |
' : “declared

(1)

declared 1ts 1ntent10n of subvel tmg all Thrones
and all soc1al estabhshments, and began its ca- "
reer Wlth an endeavour to carry those intentions

| mto effe, by exciting the People of all States
" to revolt, and to accept of the proffered but

pmsoned boon, of French leerty To have .

- recognized a Repubhc, Wthh was_proved by o

such unquestionable cvidence to be incompati-
.ble ;Wlth the tranquillity of other Countries,
with the security of Regular Government, and

w1th thelexistence of Social Order, would have
been an a& of political suicide, and for which
a Minister would have justly deserved to lose

_his head. The case is not to be compared with

that of an insult or aggression proceeding from

an esta,bhshed Power, which has long formed a

part of the general system, and been proved byi
experience to' be susceptlble of the relations
which bind States togethe1 Wlth rec1procal ade
vantage. But here was a new Power, of an
unprecedented kind, portentous and terrific in

its appearance ; unjust, violent, feroc1ous and

anti-social in, its pnnmples 3 burstmg 1nto bemg

| _Wlth an exn‘osxon that shook all Europe, and
- even C1v11 Soczety itself to 1ts very fo1.mda‘i:1ons.a
- It was surely not only Just but prescnbed by

thc most common and obvxous pohcy, to re-
2 | 0 frain




| language 5 1f hostlle preparatlons are contmued
: lfl ,
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' frain from confirming such a Povver by ac-
| knowledgmg its tltle to be Vahd and Lts exxst‘w

ence legltrmate. ST

Our conduél is certamly to be Judged of ac~
cordlng to its own Justme and- propriety, and
fnot by a reference to that of other States.—

But it is ev1dent that our refusal to acknow-a ,
ledge the French Republlc was in no 1espe6r 3

cause of the War, as that Repubhc was not ac+

knowledged by several States, which have not _'
‘been at war with France. But the matter is

placed beyond all doubt bythe c1rcurnstance that
cur omission to make such' recovrmtlon did not
produce the eﬁ‘e& to Wthh the War is ascribed,

by prevenhnor a Negoaatron between England ‘
and France respeé’crng the matters in dxspute——- ,

a Negomatron, in which we shewed a dlspos1«
tion to Peace, by brmgmg forward into discus-

 sion our varlous glounds of complalnt and»
which produced from France the followmg
haughty, but eyPhcxt refusal of satlsfa&lon, de< .
lzvered by M CHAUVELIN in his Lette1 to
Lord GRENVILLE, dated Jan. 13, 1793 ==

s If the Explanatrons of France appear insuf-
;ﬁc1ent and if we are oblrged to hea1 a haughty

I
It
[
i
1
i
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in the English Ports, afte'r' havin‘g\exhau‘sted-
every means to preserve Peace, we will declare’
for War:” So that the only chance we had to

prevent. hosnhtles, was to accept as satxsfac—-\
tory, Explanations which. amounted in . effect

fas ] sard before) to an aggravatxon of the ori-
: gmal offence*" to subrnrt without complammgi,

¥ The ex;planduons g:ven by France, of her obnoxious Dea
crees, though inadmissible, because they maintain the prins
3c1ple on which those Decrees were founded, were; neverthe-
less, in the true stile of French hypocrisyy aCCGmpan'ied bj
professmns ev1dently calculated to lull our suspicion, while
France mxght gain time for the advancement of her designs,
We were not dupes, even at the moment, of this artifice. But
demonstration has since been obtained, that those professmn:

were dxélated and accompanied by t the grossest perfidy. We

are mdebted to the industry of Mr. GirroRrpy for such evi.

dence on this subject, as would even induce an English Jury

to pronounce a Verdi€t of Guilty, -That Gentleman, in his
admirable Letter to Lord LAUuDERDALE, has made it appear,
by incontrovertible documents; that on the wery day (the

~ 8th of ]anuary 1793) that M. LE Brun, in a paper transs

mrtted to Lord GRENVILLE, assured that Nobleman that

* France ¢ kuew l.:orw to respelt other Garuemmeﬂts, and. ihat

she did. not aish to impose Laws upon mgy one ;’’ the Executive

Councxl and that very M. Lz Bruw, who was a Member

of it, signed instrutions to the National Commissioners

_in the Netherlands, prescnbmg the manner in which these

Commissioners should. execute the Decree of ‘the 1 sth of
December 1792, In reference to the rith.Article of that
Decree, by whxch the French Natiop declares, ¢ ihat she

thli :
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to all the causes of provocatmn we had re-
CCIVCd or mlght recelve, from the new Repub»
, o : hc,

owill treat as Emmze:, tbe Peaple, awha, reﬁm;zg or venouncing Li-

Bertyand E gual:{y, are desirous of preserving, recalling, or enters

" dnginto an awommodatzorz aith their Prince andPrivileged Casis,

the said instructions contained the following important
commentary, amountmg, ‘as Mr. Girroxp observes, toan
explicit and unequivocal acknowledgment, that the object of
the War, on the part of France, was the extirpation of every

existing - Government in Europe - 8¢ It is evident that a.

People so fond of their chains, so obstmately wedded | to
their degradanon, as to refuse to be restored to all their
Rights, are’ the accomplices not only of their own Despots,
but even of all the Crowned Usurpers, who divide’ among
themselves the dominion of the earth and of its inhabi-
tants ; that so servile a People are the declared Enemies not
only of the French Republic, but also of every other
Natlon ‘that thus the distin@ion so justly established

by us between the Governments and the People, ought
pot to be observed in favour of such a People; in a
word, that the right of natural defence, the duty of securing

the preservation of our Liberty, and the success of our arms,

- 'the umversal interest of restoring to Europe a Peace, which

she cannot “obtain but by the annihilation of the Despots

~ and their Satellites (Anglicg, as Mr. Girrorp translites
jt, Kings and Nobles), every thing imposes on us the obli-

gation of exercising towards such a People, all the rigours
of War_ and the rights of Conquest ; and, consequently, of

ﬂepnvmg them of all then’ resources, which, if left i in ‘their .
hands, would sooner or later be rendered subservxent to the

hostile views of those Powers who now. wage War- agamst
us.”—-'—-Letter to Lord LAUDERDALE, P 68- ~72

\

C15)
hc, and to negle& the mdlspenslble p1 ecaution
of putting ourselves in a posture of defence, -
~while France was over-running the Netherlands,

‘menacing Holland, and’ invading the Rights
and Securlty of every Independent State. ’

'Un‘wiliinor'as Iam to 'd'eta‘ih’:y’o’u 5~lo'nger on

“this subject, I cannot refrain from noticing the

extreme absurdity they fall into, whoascribe
‘the hOI‘l‘ld effets, internal and external, of the
French Revoluuonary System, to the conduﬂ: -

pof Forelgn Powers. That System had its own

original distin&tive charaé’ce and it is no less

~ absurd to impute the nature of its effeéts to the
:operatlon of external causes, than it would be o

to attribute the specific quality of a harvest to
the influence of the seasons. . The seed tha.t is

“thrown into the ground detelmmes the nature
“of the crop : and although that crop may be
| early or late, scanty or abundant as the season
“is more or less favourable, yet no man in his
-senses would expe& to reap a harvest of ‘wheat-

where he had sown nothing but tares. The ~
prmc1ples on which the  French Revolutlon

was founded were the seeds, which, ina natu-

ral course of soc1a,1 Vegetatxon, have produced

-that abundant crop of misery and desolation,

whxch




‘which ‘has fiot. only - cove”ed France, but hao
spread over a-great part of Europe. ~And it
~.may now be considered as an experimental
truth, that those principles will produce similar

effets wherever they are suﬁ'ered to take root.

How very unfounded then, is the assertion

which we hear. advanced almost every day, that
.the War has for its ob_]e& a desire of molesting
-France-in the exercise of the Right, essential to
~the Independence of every Sovereign State, of
_ «regulating its own domestic -concerns. The
solid ground on which the ‘War stands, and on
“which it will appear to the end of time to have
:been, on our part, a War of Defence, is,: that
it has for its grand and important objed; the

preservatlon of the above sacred right, an in-

‘frmgement of which, is the most atromous 1n-

jury that can occur in the intercourse of States.

“The audacious and unwarrantable pretensmn of
-France, - to deprwe other Countries of that pri=

vﬂege, by mterfermg in their domestic concerns,
‘and even of diftating to them what Govern-
“ment they should have, was-the zrue cause of

“the ‘War. ~That pretension was openly avowed -
“and persisted ‘in before - we were engaged in

hostxhtxes, and . 1t was sufficiently indicated,
' ~from

(17 ) \
from the very commencement of the Revolus
tion, by the spirit of proselytism which was
the charaeristic feature of that- évent, as it
affeted other Countries, and which soon dise
played itself in a furious desire of communi-
cating to the whole world the new system of
Liberty without Order—of Equality withiout
Participation—of Fraternity without Regard—'-—,‘v :
of Philosophy without Wisdom—of ‘Happi-
ness without - Virtue—and of Society without™
\ Rehgl‘on, Morals, and Subordmatlon.~ |

But I should Wander from my purpose, ‘were
I to pursue any farther, a question which I-

- should not have touched upon, but with a view

of suggesting to you on what very clear and
incontrovertible grounds it has been made to
appear, that we were not the Aggressors in the

- War. That question has, indeed, been su-

perseded by the recent refusal of France to

- accede to the proposal made by us, through

the medlum of Mr. WICRHAM, to submit all
ub51st1ng differences to a settlement by Nego-
ciation, -by referring them to the discussion of
a Congress, ‘the ancient. and accustomed, - as

“well as the most eﬁicauous, mode of eﬁ'e&mg a
ireftt Jr, Whlch must arrange the mulnfanous '

D  and




‘)n above menttoned
| -France not only returned a dne& haughty
and atrogant refusal to comply Wlth the conci- .

( 18 )

and comphcated demands and rnterests of a vaa
rrety of Belhgerent Powers By that refusal
France would in eﬁ’eét have become the Aggres» ~
sor, if she had not been so in the ﬁrct mstance B

,and the contrnuance of the War,»whatever

may be thought of its origin, must of course

»be charged to her account. L

The Govetnment of thlb Country Whlch, af-
ter the Contmental War had broken out ‘had

mvanably mamfested a sincere dlsposrtron to'

maintain a strict Neutrahty, and which- contr«
nued to. evince that disposition gven - after the

" Repubhcan Anarchy had reared its head, did not

delay one moment; after the Rulmg Powers mn

France had, by profeasmg to 'ldopt a Constltu« '

tion, assumed something like a distinct form,
and Wlthout consrderrng what that form WaSs
to declare that all obstacles to Negocratron
Were at an end In conformtty to that decla-

1at10n, t made the ﬁlbt overture, in the rnana" '

To that overtute

hatory proposal but accompanred that refuqal

_ W1th an 1nt1matron of the e‘ttr’wagant terms‘
- she mtended to duftate, Whener cr she would

COI‘L“
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condescend to thmk of Peace———Terms no less :

\ exrrqvagant than’ the cession of our Conquests,

,-.I,e

-and-the retentron of "hers. But that* was ‘not !

the worst.—She pretended to retain the i<
mense ‘acquisitions” shie had ‘made’in a VVar, |

“which shé’ had msrdxous]y begun Wlth an’ex-
- press renunciation” of” all views of Conquest, "

upon a principle’ still more obnoxious and m»' :
admxsmbie ‘than eveh’ the extent of hét” de« :
mands’; namely, that the Constitution shé had

thought proper to frame -had msepatably afs"

nexed the Territories 50, acquired to France,

" A principle, that 1nvolves the arrogant preten~ '

sion of drsposmg by her sovereign will, by her
alts of universal legislation, of the Dominions

* of other States. Upon the same principle, she

would be entitled to dispose of the whole Ter-
ritories of Europe, and to ditate Laws to the
whole World. If that principle were once ad-

‘mitted, every country would hold its possess
~ sionsat her sufferance, and we should have only -

to acknowledge her moderation, in not having
thought proper to decree to herself the Colo-_
nies, and even the boxl and Populatxon, of Great

Butaln. E
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Tt remains to be seen, what will be the result.
~of those farther advances towards a Negocia-

tion, Wlnch the Br1t1sh Government, deter-

mined not be dlsheartened by the fallure of its
‘past endeavours to put an end to the miseries

of War, is supposed-to be about to make ; ad-
vances which, considering the state of our N. avy,

and the importance of our Successes, are not
less. dignified, than they arg expressive of an ar=
. dent desn‘e to restore to mankmd the 1nva1ua= .

ble blessings of Peace.

© Iam, &e

" LETTER

N

DEAR sm,

AVIN G, 1n my former Letter, cleared thef’!

prehmmaty ground, I come to the main

ObJe& I have in view, and on'which I trust that‘f
no dlﬁ'erence of opinion, nor of feeling, can pos--
sibly arise. W hatever may be ‘thought on other -

pomts, all must agree that there exists an im-

perious and indispensible necessity of -doing -

-~ every thing in our power to avert the nnpend‘. :
ing danger; ‘to escape the furious storm, which, .
having ‘been so long gathering, seems ready to .
‘burst on our heads ; and to defeat the designs of
an implacable Enemy, benton our destruction,
which there is too much reason'to fear he will
effe, unless opposed by all the energy we can

eommand and all the spmt we can exert,

No one Who contemplates our sxtuatxon, can
deny, that it calls for the utmost exertion of our .

Wzted strength The dxﬁicultxes we. have to-
P ‘ encounter, :
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encounter, and the evrls we. have to guard
agarnst requlre us to lay as1de, for the momen‘c
all other obJe&s, and to exert ourselves, w1th
cordralrty and unammlty, in prov1d1ng for our
common safety The vessel is in'a most pe-
. nlous storm. Let not blckermgs and divisions
be suﬁ'ered to 1mpede and. drstra& our efforts
for her preservatron Let us not forget ‘that if

she pensh ‘we must a/l perlsh too. Lt us, for
God’s sake,. while the ‘storm - lasts, suspend all.
party - drfferences——let us” adjourn all- pohtlcal

Egorous ‘endeavour - to e‘xtrrcate ‘hér from the:

our: attachment and solicitude.” Of all thmgs,

and alarm; to contend for the possessron of the

he assistance in our power, maintain the stné’c»
st" “order’ and dtsmphne, and encourage each

overa

] amrnosrtres, and join, hand and: heart in‘avis'

danger, 4 and to preserve the: common objeft’ of’

let us beware of emba.rassmg ‘those ‘whosé duty
it is:-to steer:the ship through so ‘many perils’
and drfﬁcultles Far from us. be ‘the base and’
execrable ideaof taking advantage of the bustle:

l elm9 orin any respe& to promote our OwWn prix
ate advantage But in thessituations inwhich:
e respeé‘cwely find ourselves, let us® afford ‘al}

ther to' persevere in eXertlon, and T+will answer
v 1t: 3‘1} Wﬂl do Wen “When the: penl shallbe’

,(23)

nver, we wrll resumne our pnvate viewsand party
(hsputes._ Whlg and To1y-——the supporters of

Government and the rivals of Admxmstratxon—-

: the bold Reformer, and the cautrous enemy to
Innovatxon, shall all meet agaln m the ﬁeld of Q

Controversy, and agam mdulge W1th fresh vigour

and alacrity in then‘ argumentatwe Warfare But

the _]unc”ture adrmts but of one dlstmé‘uon——that
of the friends of the Constltutlon, and its foes,
All who w1ll not, at such a time, suspend their

' ’pro;e&s of amb1t1on, thelr pohncal antxpathxes

and party prejudrces, must consent to be classed
wnh the latter’ descnptron ‘And should that

destru&ron happen, which they would not en-
deavour to avert, they will be morally chargeable ”
'_Wlth the Latastrophe ; and their’ portron of the
;"general calamity will be agm’avated by the re-
fletion of having, at least contrlbuted to pro-

duce 1t——whlle those who a& a d1ﬁ”e1ent part,

_Wlu ensure the envrable consolatlon which arises
from a consciousness of an adherence to duty.r
That choree allevmhon of the bitterest adver-,
~ ’srtya every wise a,nd honest man w1ll determme

‘to secure,‘

To some it rnay appear a wﬂd and vxsxonary

N speculanon, to expe& to see a free P\.Ople umted
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on any occasiony m one sentlmcnt and suspend-
- ing not merely the v1rulence, but even the” di-
stm&lon of Party. Thisi is, indeed, so unusual

and so improbable an event, that nothmg but
the unprecedented and mexpressxble awfulness

- of the moment could Warrant the supposxtlon.

But it wﬂl 1 trust, be deemed pardonable at
. feast to mdulge the idea, that the People of
’England have suiﬁment v1rtue to unite, when
their union is necessary for. the preservatlon of
the Constxtunon
‘tlonal to suppose, that they will dxsplay the same
common prudence which, instin@ively. a&uates
all bodies of men, however slightly or _a(cc‘;dena
+tally conneted, to provide for their common
safety - When a fire breaks out in the midst
of a vil lage, do not all the mhabltants, whether
f/fnends or enemles, whether they have lived in
harmony or discord, combine their exertions,

and reciprocate their assistance, to preserve their
dwelhngs from destmé’cionP That ‘a like co~
operation is called for by the c1rcumstances of
the Country, those who are most backward toz
co-operate, will not attempt to deny. It can-
‘not, indeed, be e\peé’ted that those (if any such

Is i, be51des, so totally 1 irra= -

v

there be) who wish to see the Consututlon overs -

thrown, the Monasehy subverted apd thewﬁd
: _ a_nd.

‘the engines which play upon the flames.
persons must be watched with unusual and un-
~abating’ v1orllance, that they may be plevented

(25)

“and- hcentlous system of French leerty and |
Equahty substituted  in the place of the venes

rable and harmonious system of English Law

“and Liberty, should stand- forth for the preser=

vation of what they chkedly seek :to destroy.
The 1ncend1aues will not be found working at
‘Such

from - seizing a favourable opportunity for the

aceomphshment of their mischievous desighs:
With such men an alliance is not to be expect~
ed, nor even desired.

‘It would only expose us
to treachery But it is to be expected, as well

‘as desired, that those who really wish to pre-
~serve for themselves, -and to secure for posterity;
~ the Constxtutlon transmitted to them by their
~ancestors, will choose rather an alliance with
~those who have the same genelal obje&, what=
ever dlﬁ'erences may exist between them on-

particular pomts, than with the known' and de=

~termined enemies of | the System whxch is th@
. Objeél of thelr regafd and veneratlon,,‘? PR

A tlme of War h‘ls ever. been found exe

’ ‘tremely favourable to Opp051t10n, by aﬁf’ordmg o

them an opportumty of ‘pursuing. with peculiar

‘B o adva,ntage’ S
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“advantage their constant objet—the removal
*of Ministers; and the acquisition of power; for,
aft the best, War is an irksome state, and. be-

comes . more and more so 1n- a consta.ntly in-
creasmg ratio, so long.as it lasts. Hence the

People, ever more disposed to. consult their feel-

ings than their judgment, when they begin to

find their patience exhausted, are rea.dy to listen
- to censures, however unfounded. They are

easily led to impute all the distresses they suffer

“to the fault of those who have the management
of pubhc aﬁ"alrs, and to condemn,  as unjust, a

Woar which they entered into with a full con-
vufhon of its justice and necessity. - Of this, the

Opposmon never faxl to take advantage, by rais= |

ing a clamour against Ministers, by inflaming

“the public discontent, and by harassing and
“¢logging the operations of Government, to
~ whom they are sure to attribute every failure,

though a&ually produced by obstacles inter-
posed by themselves. Thus, that indignation,

which would be usefully diré&ted against the !

Enemy, is.excited against Admlmstrauon and

the War, deprived of support in- proportron as
its occasion for it increases, has not a reason-.
“able- chance for success, nor have those who
condu& ita farr opportumty of bringing it toa

3 prosperous -

~at present content myself with observing, that

: Opp051t10n, are destitute of every spark of ho-~

7 e:very thmg that 15 va’uable n socrety depends

~the senseless notion, which seems unaccounta-

choxce of h1s T\/hmsters, on the moo]ent Letence

;’v'of not. bemor Wllhng_ to treat with _ ‘those " in;

(27')

prosperous  issue. A% my ob}c& 1s expostu’lao
tion, rather than recrrmmatlon, 1n°tsad of

making any apphcatlop of these remarks, I shail
unless the Party now existing, under the title of

nour and. patriotism—unless they would re-
nounce the charader and feelings of Englishe
men, and abandon all ‘hope of ever possessing
the least credrt Wlth therr Country, thej Wlu

m/«__*,,_._ﬁ

upon th the success of the 'VV ar in whrch we are
engaged, Thcy will be far from encouragmo~

bly to have found its way into the heads of

some men, that because a Minister happened to] |

be at the head of affairs when the Country was
drlven into a War, he sbould be incapable of

| restoring to it the blessings of Peace, nor will|
 they favour the deoradmo 1dea, that t the Enemy

fal all at Teast en;ure a vrérorv over an essentxal

P part « of the Consututron, the Prerogatrve of “the|

Crown, by ditating to_ the - Sovereign the

]

‘whom he t thrnks proper to repose his confidence.

B2 Idcrg-
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Ido not rnean to 1nsmuate, that 1f Mr. Fo;e
were | I_‘/Ilm tel, he w would betray Liis trust by

acrlﬁcmg the _Honour of the Country I am
convmced he would not, Cand that he would

he seems to have no ob]eé’clon to see such &
Peace “concluded by a rival.

try, w1th Whom “the Enemy would most __ehsw‘

{1 therefore do not hesitate to say, that the o
| plesent moment should furnish the singular in= -
stance of an exception to the general rule, that - B

1'an OppOSIth'l necessamly grows out of a. free
“Constitution ; and that the Pubhc are entitled,
|- ot only to expect, but to .demand such an ex-

e e

| Government.

confidence, All who are in pubhc stations
should ever be 1egaraed with an eye of watche
fulness, and that 1n proport;on to the 1mport-

T TR et

| ance of the concerns they have to transa&t. If .,

rAdmlmstrahon, either in the aggregate, or in
any partlcular depa,rtment Were to be charge-

' able

spurn at the idea of an inglorious Peace, though

But it surely they
are. the fittest Mlmsters ta treat for the Couna o

‘ception, and to consign to execration all wha |
' Tefuse at such a time to give their support to
" In saying thus much, I do not
‘mean to contend for a blind and unchscernmg o

i
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“pecessary to distinguish the proper union of |
‘both (which forms, in my mind, the perfeé‘clon\‘
ofa) a pubhc charaGer unconneted with Admis,

- mstratlon), from. a systematic and mdlscnml-» l
‘nate Opposition, -

~ a loss to judge between those who afford and .
- those who yefuse a manly, liberal, and patnotxc, ‘

{29 )
able w1th remlssness or 1naét1v1ty, it Would be i
incumbent upon every one, according to his -
opportumtles, ‘to hold up such unpardonabie i

crimes .to notice and 1nd1gnat10n In that
sense, and for such purposes, 1 would myself be

~an a&ive and nglant Member. of Opposition, )
But, in the exercise of mcessant vigilance, I )

should also.feel it to be my duty to afford that
liberal confidence which is, 4 priori, due to
those who are in situations of trust, until theyl

" can be ‘proved to have forfeited their claim to

confidence ; without which it would be impos-

~trust,” A confidence which is peculiarly called
~for now that the dutles of Government are
- yendered, by extraordmary c1rcumstances, more !
‘arduous than they were ever known to be in : N

sible for them beneficially to discharge iheu"‘ |

the History of this Country The compatlbxhty '
of such vigilance and such confidence 1s toa
ev1dent to need any 1llustration, nor can it be

~The Public can never be at .

support to Governmentq

It




- to discover,
. meet the embatmqsment we have to contend-
~with. The peculiar nature of the War—«the_
, obJe&s it has in v1ew~—the manner in which 1t
s camed on by the Enemy, and every circums-
: stance of his and of our own situation—all
these thmos concur, not only in suggestmg the

, Ieﬂe&s for a moment

<‘3° )

’

1t is xiot‘

Weare called upon by the solemn oc-

Every situation, at all

Nor does it reqmre any degree of sagacity
‘in what manner  we shouid

necessity of such extraordinary exertions, as

were never before called for, and, in all proba,~ :

bility, will never be called -fo; again, but in

“pointing out the precise nature of those exern .
tions, ln particular, the specifi¢ measure suited
to the occasion must.occur to every man who
It forces.itself upon the ..

mlnd Wlth instant and 1rre51st1ble evidence of

its’ aptness, as well as of its necessity. It brlngs o
at thc same tlme the mos§ conoolatory conv1g:~_

thn;

‘however, by a ZJitless ‘unanimity
ihat we shall dxscharge ‘the duties of the mo~
“ment.
| cas1on, for that aétive and zealous co-oper atlon
‘ Whlch 1s best calcuhted to glve eﬁ"e& to our
- strength and resources.
arduous, has - 1ts own pecunar dlfﬁcultles, and
requnes, of couxse, a ]udwzous apphcatlon of/
the means in our power to encounter them..

- sary to put it in pradice,
‘be accompamed with but a trifling sacnﬁces .
‘ although it would secure mterests be) ond ap—!

(30 )

" t1on of its probable and almost certain eﬂlracy .
" No one who feels any anx1ety for the prosperlty |

of his Country, for the success of i its arms, for

| the preservation of its Constltutxon, and for the

estf—zbhshment of an honoura.ble, secure ‘and
pexmanent Peace, but must, the moment such

“a measure is suggested, breathe an-ardent wish.

that it should be mstantly trled There re-

" mains, then, ‘but one queotlonmis it praé’tll
- cable—is it in our power ? Yes, thank God 1—

we can command it. It is perfectly within our‘
reach. - It is not more desnable than ea.sy of ac-
Comphshment No great resolution is necese’
It Would, n fa*“c

prec1atxon o

Youhave doubtless long since antici pated me, |
in the idea of a General and Voluntary Con-

tribution of a part of our Prooerty for the pre-

servation—1I was going to say—of the rest«sbut
in fad-——for the pleserwtlon of our Na.tlonal ‘
lndependence-—-of our own COHStltUtIOHal F ree- :
dom-—of our Domestic Happmeso—-»of our

" v'Commercml Prospenty--of every thing dear to

usas ‘Menor as Brltons-f-—of every thmg that was
- - prized
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prized by éur ancestors; that 18 valued by onf’o

“selves, and tha.t 1s Worth transmxttmg to po&«

terity

Such a medsure 1s plamly 1nd1cated by the
na:tme of the conﬁuf’c in which we are engaged.
Whatever opxmons may be formed on other

“points, no one can deny that the War is nows

at least, a War for the security of Property. It

s, indeed, undoubtedly true, that the: secunty

of the nght of Property involves.in it that of
all other rightss; and that Property, beingthe
basis of Soc1ety, cannot be brought into danger,
wn:hout the rights of persons of every descrip-
‘tion being exposed to destr u&ion. It suffices,

hcwevel, for the present purpose, to. consider

the War, as it undoubtedly is, a War for the
preselvatmn of Property, in an absolute sense.

- And in that view it is alike the interest andthe
- duty of Proprietors to contributea part of what

Fromdence has blessed them W1th to secure the

~ yest, and thereby to repel a- dancrer no- less
alarming, if properly understood, to the lowesg

class of Soc1ety than to the hwhest

'::"'Sh'on]-d it be said that ,P;ropnetfor-s 1’1‘#VC€C0’119
o ltnibuted Taroely to the - support of: the W a.x;»-—;

that Loan after Loan has been faised to. carry
~new sources of taxation.—I admit all this to

- burthens, its firm convi&ion of the Justice of
‘the cause and the importance of the Obj@(ﬂ.S

o83

it on—that Property has béen taxed until it is
become very difficult, if not impossible, to find

bt true, and recognize-in the clléarfulness with
which the Country has supported i its ‘1ggrcnvated'

Rt

for which it was contendmg But I beg you

‘to recolle, that these burthens have not been
- uselessly imposed—that by the aid -of ;t_hose‘}
'Loans and those Taxes, we have maintained,
‘and, as far as we -were - separately concerned,
with unparalleled success, the: most arduous

confli& in which this Country was ever engaged

—that we have gamed the inestimable advan-
: tage, an ‘advantage of V\hlch no fofmer Wa,r

»Fra.ncewthat we have deprived ‘the Enemy of

his trade and fisheries, appropnated to ourselves
-almost the whole of  his Colomes 1n every part
of the world, and made immense acqu131t10ns

. of a like nature from the Dutch, since that
people, degenelated from those ancestors Who

gAcqulred and maintained their mdep\,ndence,

- have suﬂ'ered themselves to. become tributary|

F ‘ o to

could boast-—the complete ‘humiliation, and
almost the total annihilation of the Navy of

B Py




France to such a state of exlmusture,

-

T O T

to France, ‘that, in _short, we have reduce&

L

| vTrcaty of Peace with the Republic 1s no oM

that formidal le thing which it would have

‘at any previous period of the War; when it

would have served only To conﬁnn and extend
her principles, and to have given her fresh hopes

Cof bemfr able to effp&uate her designs agamst

Furope. But now, whenever she shall’ be

“brought to such terms as FRANCE, ‘whether
" Monarchy or Republic, must, on prineiples of

‘ancient, general, and indispensible policy, be
“made to submit to, instead of being terrible to
otlﬂer Countries, she will exlnbﬁnd for a
loﬁg time, a wretched spetacle of misery and

“weakness, and will, were it not for a recollec-

_tion of her crimes, be an obj\,ét of p&v rather

than of fear.

A AR

It shouxd also be remembered that although ‘
- we have not hadiit in’ our powel to enable our -
. Alhes to boast of similar .success, nor mdeed.

o preserve them from very great chsastms,,

- (which, however, have been chu—:ﬂ] owmg to
,then' want of S]_Jl‘lt umon, and in perhaps

- some instances, of ﬁdehty yet the aid we have

- aﬁ“ordjed them, the chstreqs which our Ncwal‘,

Exploits

(.05)

LXpIOlts have produced in ance, are in d}ﬂ

probability the cause that they are. A0t com‘-v'

pletely overwhe! ‘med, th'tt the Whole (,ontment
~of Europe is not entnely over-run, and that
some of them yet make a noble stmd and by
a most useful diversion, occupv those immens

Armies, which would othermse be se-ekmg for
opportumtws to elude our vig lahéé,dnd “to

pour into this Country, wlnle on the other -~

. hand the eﬁ'mts which we have encouraded

'and in a, great dagme, enabled them to make, B

have reciprocally. operated in fauhtatmg the
Olorlous successes to ‘which we are indebted for
our present safety and for our future hopes,

- Nor should it be forgotten, that while we have

carried on the War by the aid of our Revenues,

the French have beeh exhausting their sub—
stance—that by I.oans woluntarily advanced,

and by Taxes Jegally imposed and chearfully -
bqrne, we ‘have been contending with the'en=
tire capital and the whole physical force ‘of:’
France, both of which have been brought mto |

altion by a sy stem of murder, robbexy, requi- !
smon, and terror, of whlch, 1f it had not been. |
actually, calize =d, it would have been 1. nl,ossmle :
to have formed an idea, and which cou!d never
have bu:n cmned mto pxa&lce, but under the

' F z PR :\mposmg

i A
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o "1mpos1ng name of L1berty We 'su1'e1y' hétv’e’i

llltllerpo _ng {e_lgon to complaln of the comgarac
Capltal of the Enemy, _destroyed lns Commerce
and his N a,vy, annlhllated his Cledlt and dried
up lns every source of supply ; Whlle our Navy

merce ;md Revenues are. ﬂounshmg beyond all
exarnlﬂe n tlme of W War,. a,nd above any average

/-\

Lstandard of prospenty in t time of Peace.

This ady antageous comparxson, though q
ratlonal ground of satlsfaé‘uon and hope, should

not, however, be pelmltted to 1nsp1re us with a

‘ rash conﬁdence nor should it, by bhndmg our

: eyeq to the- despelatlon of the Enemy, careless
of his own ruin, if he. can, ‘even by his last con= -

vulsxve agony, 1nvolve usin a similar fate, pre-

'clude us from adaotlng our exertions toastrug=
gle with such a’ foe. Reduced to a state of

Compleat bankruptcy, and havmg found every

attempt to restore ‘their Finances totally abor-

tive, “the I‘1ench ever fomndable from thelr

' numbers and sxtuatlon, are beoome an Armed'»

| Nation, and abandonmg all other ObJC&S, sub-

mst only by Pledatory War Ammated bya
| prospeé't‘ ~

- tion wh1ch is ever 1nsp1red by the 1dea of havwf

15 more form1dable than it was ever known to
be in any pemod of our History, and our Com-~

: lntherto been enabled by her immense popula« 4

“themselves to crimes and to blood ; having ac=

’ iiencevof its little value is calculated to produce,

{37 )

prosoe& of plunder, they ﬁght w1th a desperaq o

:mg much to gain and nothlng to lose., They'
are the Freebooters of Europe, and rn'amtam‘
themselyes only by depredauon, Those who

‘admire the brilliancy of their explmts, cannot)

refuse a like admlratxon to the Eastern hordes
which fall upon the travelhng Caravan, and Stl-e)
mulated by the prospe& of booty, attack and]

- defeat numbers greatly superlor to their own.

Fre rancg is such a horde? only upon a larger scalz
—a Nation, 1nstead of a tribe of robbers ; 3 andf ’
with this difference in “her favour, that she has‘

imn, to pour into the field Armies much more
numerous than those they have had to contendj
yv;th "This- b\‘utahzed People havmg divested

' ;themselyes:of all sense of Religion, Virtue,

Honour and Humanity ; hLaving familiarized

quired an indifference to life, which zbeir expe-

, thelr new doé’Lrlne that 1t 1s but an eternai

and a contempt for death? whmh acco1ds with

sleep, their cham&er has acquned a feroc1ty
which is mﬁmtely more to be d1e1ded than that

\ ,of Savages, because it is unxted to mlhtary dis-

aphne, .
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scipline, and to all the arts and i"nventi‘_ovns‘ of

civilization. - By such means do they extend

- their 1avages ﬁom State to State, and endeavour |
by. plunder, contribution and te1ror, to make'
one part of Euxope subserv1ent to the subJ uga« '

tlon of the rest

" Against 'su‘ch'an Enemy, the supply afforded
by Loans and Taxes cannot long be e*cpe&ed'
“to maintain an equal contest. " A more effec-
~tual mode should be adopted of brmglng the
strength of the Country to bear. We cannot, in-~
~deed, nor if we could, would pohcy allow us ta
follow his example, by making all cur force and
~all our property effective, by COHﬁSC&thD, re-
- quisition and terror. Such means cannot be

resorted to byaxegular Govelnment Wh1ch hav-

~ inga permanent mterest in a Country, is com-

pelled by the strongest motive to consult its

- welfare; while those men, who by vxolence and
~crime, have obtained a momentazy possession,
of the reins of Power, care not what sacrifices
they reqmre ,what injuries they infli&, prov1ded;
they can prolong, for a while, their 1ll-gotten |
and precarjous Authority, and retard that Jus» _
tice which they fear will sooner or later overs

take themo S S

( 39)

We are not however, called upon to have

recourse to such means, nor’ could& we enforce

them even for the. purpose of defence.—~France
'helself could not have. emoloyed them, if she

had possessed one - spark, or even one coue&.

‘notion of that beerty about which she raises
! such an incessaat outcry—or rather, if she- hacl
‘not been subje&:ed to the most violent, cruel,
“and -rapacious despotism that ever esmbhshed

its dominion upon earth. "We have no occa-
sion for any means but such as are 'Compatible
with honom and justice ;—such as are as con»

“sistent Wlth our ﬁeedom, as they are esaentnl to

our s

annce? had, even in their cxposed situatlon,

~and W1th their mfeuor ty of resources, resorted
" to such’ ‘means, they would still have enjoyed
, thezr natlonal mdependence and their political
‘ t”onsequence, they would at this moment have

been in a state of security, and in the full en-

3oyment of that property, with whxch they are

- now

culd become a o-eat and

‘a free People deteunmed to dxsplay themseives ,

~in an extlaordmaly manper, to preser\e thems '

| selves from an extraordin

"as present the most fair and 'atlonal proape& of '

'su cess. If those States which now exhibit the -
graceful spectacle of receiving the Law from -

o2,
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- now obhged tog feed ther rapaclt 2of : therr’/'nsa.,
:tlable conquerers. - ey

| ,strua;we examples, w1th»wh1ch Europe abounds,
'"of the: fatal effeés of supineness-and pusxllam\-
; mlty, and of a Want of union. and energy in the
"defence of -every thmg valuable in society, a

sense of our own: danger is. surely suﬁﬁcrent to

,'e*(cxte us to every possible exertion ; while a
yiew. of our own sﬂ:uanon, compared with that
Aof the Enemy, encourages. to hope for. the

speedy and complete success of our endeavows,

' and urges us, in the stronp‘est mannel, to the ‘
' chorce of that expedient | whlch 1t 1s my prmcx«

pal obleét to recommend

Dlﬂ'erent as the present ‘Ncu is from aII for'n

" mer. Wars, StlH, in some senoe, “the old max1m

apphes, and the longest purse has decrdedly the

advantage The questlon is still a questxon of
" Finance—not, indeed, whether the Finances of

France or those of }Lngland shall trlumph——«

- The former are long  since exhausted. Every v

gpreché‘tlon that has been advanced of the ruinous
effeé’cs of those monstrous eﬁ'mts, Whlch have

been made at the: e:xpence of all the Wealth a,nd'
z R resource“ ‘
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 resotirces of the Countty, has beéeh comipletely

verified; and France, inicapable of raising any
internal supplics, having asthing léfe at home

e

even to pillage, - muse Kave yielded to tiie force

- opposed t6 her, buit for the aid of that extersial
| z"apiﬁe and plundef, b‘y" which she hds not oily

maintained her Asimies, bit affo dtawn consiz
detable (fhough s appears by the laté déclas

fation of the Difeftory, very inadéquate) s*up»

pli¢s for domestic purposes. The only qiess

* tion therefore is, whethier the Finances of Greaf.

Brifain, or the spoils of tliese National Buccas

- nieers, shiall hold out longest ¥ But 4s' the booty
of robbers is always dissipated as soon as it i§.

gotten ; as it is impossible to dérivé more than a
momentaty relief from such means, and still

more so to replenish in that way the. resources.
. of an exhausted Couitry, w¢ certdinly ‘hive né

occasion £0 contemplate that questlon with
k la.rm partlcularly if we can, as T undertake to

demonstrate, sustain and'i 1'1v1gorate our own res

sourcés by those very exértions that dre most
suitéd to the €mergency, And as, ot the other
‘hand; France has entxrely drained the countries

conquered by hex, and’ oni the most exorbie

tant terms, prescrxbed by ler own necessities, -

compelled miost of the otheis with which she
: ¢ _‘ o ‘ was




~was at War, to purchase Peace, she has no

chance left wlnle the EMPEROR and the KING

i of NAPLrs are able to resist her farther pro-
' gresq but to demand fresh sums for a confirmas

tion of ‘her paCLﬁc bmgamqm—-a demand with

' ‘Wthh as she has taken care to ll‘\'lke those

States pay a pmce fully adequate to their ability,
they could not comply, and whicl, bemdes, it

- would be dangerous for her to advance. The

very Treaties, the efoxe, on whlch France prm-
cipally relied to cffect her pmpoqe, will pro-
bably prove obstacles to her final success. - Not

- that she would hesitate to bxcak. thrOUOh Ther
cengacrements, or to violate any no}us which

she herself has - recor"nmed, as has ‘been fully
fully proved by her condu& to the GRAND
Duxe of TUSCANY if any proof had been
wantmg of her bemg totally destitute of faith

and prmuple, it would have been supplied by

her i invasion of the Territory of that Pnnce, and

her v1olat10n of his Neutmhty But by covering
ber conduét in that instance, under the pretext,
equally false and Insolent, of reprisals on the

'Enghsh, and by conﬁnmg her depredatmns to

their property remammg at Leghorn,‘ she evin-
Ped a fear of rousing him, and with him the

| other Powers Who had purdmsed their Peace,,

to

4z )

- to 2 resmtmce pIOﬂ]PLCd by desperation. CA&-
‘ing in this respel upon . the pr1nc1ple, that

though intimidation may produce a tacit com-
promlse \Vlth mjurles to a certam extent 1t
cannot enforce submission to those extreme in-
Jurxes, Whlch leave nothing either to enjoyment
or to hope. If therefore the EMPEROR and the
Kinc of NAPLES continue to display that for-
titude, with which they seem determlned to de-

‘fend their Territories, it is difficult to discover
‘by what means France can keep up that force
‘with which she endeavours to subjugate those
‘Princes, or at least to reduce them to that state,

. which would leave them no other resource than
-to pmchase,, n thmr turn, a dear and wnomk«:
‘nious Peace, and thereby enable her to make a
i-ldst effort for the destruétion of this Country—

" WlthOUt which all her’ successes “will be of no

‘ "_:ewaﬂ But at all events, supposmg ‘the Worst
~that is likely to happen, the moment her soutces
-of plunder shall be dried up, prov1ded that mo-

~ ~ment happen, as, 1 hope; it undoubtedly will—
“before our resources and our spirit shall’ gwe
:Way, she will mctfmtly sink into. that state of
~ languor and debility, which would be at once
“the natural consequence, and the just punish-
‘,ment of her vmlent efforts, and her criminal

G2 oo cxcesses, '
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exeesses, and from which it would be impossi;

ble for hier to recover, should ske cver recowr,

‘but by the slew operatlon of asres

Whlle thls sta,tement whlch I challenrre all |

the world to- controvert, of the resources of the
Enemy, and of our relative 51tuat10n, is' calcu-

lated to excite us at once to hope and exertion,
& view of our distinét situation, and of the means
by which - France chiefly endeayours, and on
whieh she pringipally dépends, to effeét our de-

ﬁtruéhon, ¢annot fail to recommend a genera,],
and Voluntary Contribution by Proprletors, as

Should it be saxd that I do not m this account gwa '
‘éredn: 8 France for the advantages she may derive fmm

her e Alllance, Qfensive and Dgfemzme, ‘with Spain, ‘I

» .answqr, that 1 eonsxder that Allianée as much more hkely tg
- injure Spam than to beneﬁt Erance, or to do us any mate.
- pial pre_;udxce The surwzrvzng Br;mcl: of the House of Bozzr&m

&annot be a w:llmg, nor a servxéeable Ally ta the Frmcb

Répulz!m. But she may contribute to securé us that in-
- demnity which France in her reduced state is scarcely able

to give us, for her wanton contingation ‘of so expensive a

- ‘War, As far as Spain is separately concemad it is im.

yossxblg to conmder this monstrous and upnatural Alhance,
in any othqr hght than that of an Arumate Body, in 3 situa.

hon which requires the constant use of anuputrescents,_

eonsentmg to be tsed toa body in a state of comylete putre,.
faﬁmn.“ - SR R TR ST
prec1sely

dxreé’ted have rendered themselves deservmg

{ 45 )

Vprémsely that measure whichis: the best adapted

to defeat her purpose. It is plain, that amidst
all the rage and fury.displayed by her in th:s

- most desperate VVar, her wrath and vengeance
- are prxncxpally direfted - ‘against . this Country.

All the rays of her hatred and indignation-are
colle&ted, as in a focus, to.consume, if possible,

Athe much envied, much_detested fabric of Bri-
tish Glory and Prospemty She has. nothing
left to sacrlﬁce, nothmg new to suffer, that can
‘befall a Nation ; but to accomphsh our. Iuin,
she would. chearfully make any sacrifice,- and

endure every suffertng. . The ancient. spirit. of

Tivalry “which has long dlstmgmshed the two
‘Countmes, and which, by the natyral operatlon ‘
of an emulative pl 1ncxplc, has contnbuted much
to their mutual greatness, 1s now, - on her part,
‘converted into g settled, unplacable and inve-

tera;c malice ; a malice, that in reahty ex-

tends itself to whatever is English.  In vain

would those degenerate Sons of Britain (for

some such_ incredible as it may seem, I fear

there are) who have suppressed that Antigalli~
can spirit, which is innate in the breasts of all
Enghshmen ‘and that at a time when the Peo«»
ple against whom it has for centuries been

of




of universal execration, by a sacrifice of all
principle, a renunciation of all honour, virtue,

and rehgxon, cand an uninterrupted series of
crimes and atromtles, the very recital” of which
makes human nature to recoil ;—in vain would

“those persons place any dependence on French

grantude, for having tndertaken to defend the
horrid cause. They are ENGLISHMEN, and
‘that would suffice to involve them in one in-
‘discriminate. destru&xon, if ever the dreadful
‘moment should amve, when they should have
to depend only on the forbearance of this bitter
and perfidious Enemy.’ They mxgnt even be

.expobed to paztxcular resentment in conse-

| ‘quence of the failure of those assurances of a
-prevailing disposition to- revolt, by which they

. encoulaged France to- declare agamst us' that

“War, which has mvoived her in so many cala-
" mities—that War which, when it was much less
“unfortunate than it has. since p1oved was made
‘a substantwe charge on the Trial of BRISSOTR
‘who suffered himself to listen too éagerly to
those assurances. The zmposzlzon of the deceiver
‘would scarcely meet W1th more favour than ’che
frea’ulzz‘y of the decelved .

.Althouvh God Lnows, the people of ths
Country have never, during the whole Revo-

lution,

. Je& of the Convmtlon §
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jution, wished. France any greater misfortune’
than that of being prevented: from destroymg

‘the independence and security of Europe, 1t
cannot be denied, that, judging upon her newly

assumed principles, we have done much to ex-
We have been the chief
obstacle in the way of her favourite prOJeé‘tsJ
We have not only defedted her beneficent in-
tentions in favour of ourselves, by refusing that'

¢ite her resentment.”

“ ENTIRE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REPUBLIC,
destmed uQ by CONDORCET *; but we have
furnished the principal 1mped1ment to the exe-
cution of that still grander desxgn, avowed by
Brissor, < the UNIVERSAL REVOLUTION OF
MANKIND “.” VVe have had a plmapal share -

l

in preserving Rurope ﬂom that « GENERAL
'EXPLOSION,” of which ST. JUST ‘informs us'

the moment was altually appointed f, ‘and
from being ENTIRELY “ DISORGANIZED AND l

PURGED OF 1TS TYRANTS, which CAMILLE

pES MourLins declares to have been the bbn‘
in ::avmff ouraelves

o Chr'onicle of Paris, Nov. 23, I ,92, ina Pa}f.‘l mgned%

CONDORCET. o

+ Addxess to his Consmuents. o |

% Report to the Committee of Public Safety, May 1794.0
§ Hxstory of the Buswtme

N

- Europe,
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Europe, and theWorld from such dxsasters, we

have: also by our valour, done France miore ink
o jary- ‘than all the rest’ of the Corbined Powers

- together. ‘In that War whxch she pmVOked in
order to effedt the above purposes, her Arms,

Whmh haVe elsewhere been almost umformly

"trmmphant have expemeneed from s nothing

but disgrace and defeat. We alone have check-

_ed her career, and by the 1rreparab}e mischiefs
“that we have heaped upon her; we have more

than counterbalanced the whole value of her

successes agamst our Allies: " -She is also aware, ;
“that while ‘we- continue to -oppose those views
of ambition and agdrandizéme‘ht;'Wh“ich have
succeeded to her more-insidious, but not less
destxu&we schemes  of - Universal leerty,'

‘Equahty, and Frafernity, the former have

no chance of bemg realized ; and that 1Ithough '

she should -be able to tuumph over every other

Power;, yet, while she has to contend with the -
-Strength, Spirit, and Resources of Great Bri-

tain, she will never be secure from the danger
of being compelled to submit to such: terms. as

may be consistent with the general secumty of
Europe—terms- whxch would be fatal to the
system she pursues in respe& ofotlier C‘ouﬁtrfes, o
‘and, n-all probab1htv, to tha.t thch she: has*

estabhshed in her own. -

T hus.
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Thus every - consxderatmn of the past, the
' pxesent, and the tuture, consplres to 1nﬁame the
- animosity of - France (that is, of the Faéhon
that condué’cs, and of the Faétlons that aspne |

to. condu& her aﬁ"ans), ‘against #s. Resent-

~ ment, revenge, envy, and fedr, all contmbute to

make our destruction. the grand objeét of her

- wishes and of her efforts - Finding this’ objeét‘_ ’
nqttamable by - the manly exertions of open',_(.
A force, she pursues it- by base: and. mdlre& mems H
and not daring to face us on our native element
she seeks to undermlne our credit - and re-_,
sources. ~ She w1ll 1ndeed in all probablhty at=-’ -
 tempt an Invasmn of. our- Island .an. attempt
- which she will be. mduced to make, rather .by
3 view to: those effeCts which the ala.rm of such.

an.event may possxbly produce, or. by the ne-

cessity of disincumbering herself of some of

those numerous Arrmes whlch a Contmental
Peace may leave in a state of dangerous 1naé’c1=~

© vity, than by any real expe@catton of its ultte |

mate success. ~ All expemments, however des-

pemte, are in her situation worth the trlal and y

 nomeans should on our part be negleéted to
_guard agamst them - but should the one in -
questxon be . resorted to,l cannot suffer myt» R

7 °elf to, doubt that every mdurtdual Who drew

v - H R hlS .
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h1s natal breath 1n th1s Country wxll percewe
m hIS breast sorme ldtent spark of patriotism,
sonie (at least), mvolantary 1mpulse to remmd

fnrn that he 1s ah ENGLISHMA\T Ceit

C0115c1ous, hovq\ever that their best and in-
deedvvonly‘c ance of” doing us an essennal in-
Jury, 1s_t't0 wound Us'in’ our “vital part, our Cre-

tfa(rems to “divert’ or obstru&: those bupphes on
Wthh we depend in"4" great measure, for a
punétual adhierence to “our ' extensive: engaove-

’ ment‘s.» szmg obtamed violent possession of '

& great part of Europe, and established a dan-
“gerous dscendancy over much of the remainder,
they endeavour to avail themselves of the force

they possess, and of the terror theéy inspire, to
cut oﬁ' some of the fairest brarches of our Com-
:me' ce ~In pursuit of this obje@ they do not,

scruple to violate the T.aws of Nations, —the
R' """ hts ‘of Neeutral States; nor eventheir own
express engagements. ~Thus did they, in defi-

of TUSCANY, the first of the Combmed Powers

‘ who sought thefr Alliance and Amxty, “invade

' hls Doxmmons, without’ pretendmg a cause of

!‘ompla.mt agamst hlm, séize his prmcxpal ‘Porty

garr 1s0n

dﬂt , ouh'Enemms em‘olo “all their arts and stra« :
Y

“dnce of their Treaty with the Grawp Duke

{51 7
. gATTison. 1 it with French Troops, msolently com-
“mand him" to pumch the Governor, ‘who had
‘done no more than his duty, and Wlth unparalw
leled audacity, pxohiblt him to trade ‘with
us, while by the Laws of Nattons, and accord~
mg to the Rights of Neutrality, he was entitled
to the full benefit of free. Commerce Wxth all
the World. In like manner ‘they are endea-»}
_vouring to shut agamst us. all the Itaha.n Ports,
and to deprive us. of our trade Wlth Portugal
But not confining themselves to smgle a&s of
.such ﬁagrant and atrocious mjustxce, they have
at length attacked the. aggregate rlghts of all
Neutral Nations, by announcing thelr detera
~_mination to seize all vessels bound to or from‘

thxs Country ’

i mentlon these ﬁagxtxous attempts merely"
io point out the means on which these detere
‘mined Enemies pla,ce then‘ chlef rehance, in
-order to attain their grand obje& ‘the ruin of
this Country, and not from the leask apprehen»
‘sion that they will be able to effe& their pur-
pose. ‘Unless, indeed, they can deprive us of
.our decided Nava.l Supenonty, ‘that bulwark
‘ot only of our Coasts but of our Csmmerce——-x

-vmnlesg,,t;hey_ can . rob us ex ou: Honour and

_}.Iz’ o ,RCe»
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Reputatlon, and of ‘our other numberle;es ads

'vantages asa Commercial People—unless they

can controul. the Laws of Nature; or- prevent.
Trade from mamtammg its'level -and-its con=
ne&lon with- the sources from whence it ﬂow;s,

Tam persuaded their: malice will be as impo-
tent as it is implacable and. diabolical. ‘But as
nothmg should be: omitted on our part to frus-

trate their prq;eé?cs, so we. should shape our de-

jfenswe efforts in’such a'manner as may be best
: sulted to-the. nature of the assault, and dire&

them so as best to cover the part that 1s prmcx—

pally. attacked.: For:that purpose, our main |
object. should be ‘to  maintain the credit’ of the
‘Country. in - the most flourishing - state pos=

sible.. That credit is too well founded to be
n any danger of failing. The only point of
view -in - which this subjeét ‘can excite the least
alarm is, when-we contemplate it in relation to

' the increasing maamtude of our National Debt

which, though perfefly within the compass of

“our ability to support -cannot fail in time of
,:WQI, when it is in a progressxve state. of in-
- crease, to be'a matter of very serious imports
5Eﬁe€tud1 provision has been made for the gra-

duai redudtion of this Debt to more practicable

: bounds 5 and ‘that not only by - the_system
, : adopted'

;;;;;;
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adopted 'some - years since,” zipp‘r‘opﬁziﬁﬁgifdi :
that purpose an Arihtl‘al”MiH‘i‘on; with itsaccts
mulations (a system which, in experlence, hias

~ more than answered- the ‘most - saniguiri¢" expec«

tations), but also by the'wise auxﬂlany THeasure,
first - mtroduced into pradtice ‘in“‘the - présent
W ar, of - securing out of the: Taxes 1“npos"d 16
pay’the interest of every fresh™ Loan, the sumt
of one per ‘cent.’ ‘towards the hqmdatxon of the

-Capital.. - But ‘notwithstanding:the ‘consolatory

wiews which these salutary provisions will afford
us, when once we -shall have effeCted our maia
obje&t . of securing Peace on-stable and- honoux'-
able grounds, it is 1mpossxble,~w1thout upeasic

© ness, to look forward to any farther addxtwns
: fo the ex ctent of our Debt

Every ffesh Loan not’ only postpones the fex

turn.of the happy season of decreasing burden*s.‘

butalsorelaxes the springs of our Credit; by exs
citing ‘an’ apprehension, whether founded or
not, .of the approach of that period when wd
may be unable to sustain our actual incarmi-

‘branices. . Bvery. new tax tends "to create dlb'
‘content, and unpatience. under those exerhonrs
- which 'are indispensible to our securlty Every |
. accumulatzon of debt, by increasing; the hiss}

dlmmlshes |
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diminishes_the value of the security, and of

i course lowers the prlce of funded property. Tlie
’ consequence is; that every fresh negocxatxon w1th

the ‘money- -holder -is attended with increasing

‘difficulty; and the “terms upon which  each ad-
ditional supply is obtained, are more and more

unfavourable for the Public: and although we
have hltherto, “during the present ‘War, been

_able to’ procure that supply upon conditions re-
~markably - advantageous, the recent .deprecia-
* tion of ‘the Funds (produced chiefly by the
difficulty of obtaining even a glimpse of return-
| mg tranquillity), must render all farther ] pecu-
nia 1y transadtions, for the relief of our exi-
‘ genc1es, extremely arduous and embarrassmg |

But Whlle the State is thus strugghng w:.th‘
“difficulties, that tend greatly to impede the vi-

gour and effed of its exertxons, “the Country is

-wealthy and prosperous almost beyond example.
‘Every wind that blows wafts an influx of riches

‘into our ports. The seas are covered with our
shlps, laden with the produce of every clime of
whlch our extensive Colonies, and the: ‘confi-

‘dence that is exclusively due to our: commercial
-charafer, secures us the conagnmentmand o
‘vthh the produé\:xons of our own-art-and indus-

- trys

Vi
i
st
T
)
£y ‘,
&
L
B
rd
SO
71
3
}
Vo
|
Pood

(55)

“trys whiche their superior and unuvalled excele

Jence mduce the whole world to covet These

Fleets- ride secure under the prote&xon of a
Navy which is superior to any that this ‘Coun-
try could ever boast of; and whlch, havmg,
:fcompletely trmmphed over. the maritime foree
‘of the Enemy, has.now little oecupatlon but to
| »prote& our floating. wealth. _y Every hzmd that-
can labour, may : find full employment in con- |
‘ tnbutmg at once to prlvate and publlc prospe-»

rity; while Providence has- kmdly relieved our

' apprehensmns of famine, by gracmusly bestow~
:1r1<7 onus a harvest profusely abundant. TR

In hke -manner pnvrxte wealth corresponds
w1th that of the pubhc and, while both have

. dxsappeared together in France, 1nd1v1duals

continue to enjoy as much as ever, in this fa.~=

f voured Isle, all possible. secumty for their. pron'
- perty, and unbounded opportunities for its ac-
- cumulatlon. - If, with such advan‘hges‘ in our
- power, and such resources atour"comm‘and" we
should fail, it would | ‘be our own fault. Like
'the Mlser, who does not know the true use of his

possessions, we should starve in the midst of

'fuplenty-—-Nothmg 1s Wantmg but a reasonable
;and Judxcxous apphcanon of the wealth of the

Covntry,
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Country, in relief of the exigences of the State,

at a time when- every 'thing we hold dear is at

stake-—when the contest is not for a- Colony, or
a brzmch of’ Trade, bat. for our all-—when the
| object is to defend our Constltution, our Laws,
- our Rehglon, our Property, our Independence,
nay, our: very existence as.a Nauon»—"and to
“escape, not. -merely - ~ubje&10n to a Borelgn

Power, but all the Imiseries and horrors of ‘that
state of anarchy in which our _ifne,mesv_wou.kl ‘
rejoice to involve us.—At such a time, the re-

“sources of the Country- ‘should be applied for
“the general preservation ;, not in the debilitat-, -

ing and 1mpoverxshmg mode of funding, but
upon’ the manly and" provzdent ‘principle of
meeting the- emgencms of the Public Service

by adequate suoplles, fhrmshed out of that im-

‘mense . stock,  the C’apfml of - the 'I.:i_ondi

Wealth It 18 deservmg of such acauw and .

| such a moment to nnpel the PropdetorQ of the

Coun‘cry to reSolve, that they will not suffer the f

State to be mcumbere" with more Loans3 nor

the People to be ourtnened wn:h fresh Taxes,
but that they will meet the emergency and pro-

vide, éy a ‘volum‘a:'y and gelzeml Com’fzéuz’zon, for,‘ -
the proteftion’ and secunty of the inva uable_ i
.mterests which a// have at staLe, a.nd Wthh are‘ '

~1n. danger of bemg lost for ever.

""Thc :
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The advantages of such a measire. Would bé
gzeat beyond expressmn it would instanta=
- neously -infuse new life and vwour into: Public

- Credit, and thus deprive our Enemles of: then: .
chief hope and their only chance to ¢ffe our -

ruin. - For it fs’ there alone that we have any

_ thmg to fear. It is there alone that we are vul-
nerable. The National Debt reutmmed from .
any farther increase, would instant! ly eXperlence L
a progresswe diminution by the aid of those -
wise provmons that have béen made for.that
purpose ; and thus, in the midst of a War, we .
should be dzuly gaining giound on our incum-
Hbrances' Confidence- Would 111qtant1y Tevive,
‘and our s’crencth released as it were flom the‘
restraints which clog and 1mpede lto GXeltIOI‘I, .
‘and reheved from the disheattening apprehen‘ ;
'~ sion of a- faﬂure of means;. would display itself
‘with all its’ natxve energy. '~ Terror and dxsmay.j
“would sexze the Fc oe, upon ﬁndmg that, wheh
_'he thoufrht us nearly e*;hausted we were ready 7
with renovated vigour, to 1epel his attacks.—
’Our Allies, our well- wishers, md all the. fuends ,
of social order | throughout the World would
take coumge, “and would look W1th ’!,dinll'c tion
‘upon this Island as the 1mpregnab e fortress of
le-S‘ocxety, Thus should we avail ours Ael_ves o
| S R TIEURTOR P <
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of all the advantages . of our relative situation,

:by opposmg our, genume strength, our ummn
, pa1red wealth, -our, undiminished resources, to

an Enemy. whose wealth is tota lly exhausted,

whose efforts are those of desperatxon (not less

terrible indeed. for bemg 50), whose only resource

s robbery and spohatxon,,and whose only \

hope is, that he shall be able, by such means,

wluch can last but for the moment to over- '

power us. wlnle we are strugglmg with the dlﬁ‘ia
culties which the magmtude of our Debt and

'fthe fear of addmg to its unw1eldy bulk unavoid-
,ably ploduf‘e But let us change our :ystem-« :
. let us say to our Debt thus farwbut no farther
et us determme that the Supphes necessary
for our defence and seeuuty shall ﬂow in di-
g re€t and genuine streams, from the sources of
~ our strength and prosperity; and not through
: ‘the circuitous and wasteful channel of borrow-
E mg - We shall then feel, and make our Ene-
~mies feel t0o, our real cupenorlty s—the supe-
- \:.rlorlty of wealth over indigence, of virtue over
. vice, of honour over perﬁdy, of unsulhed 1epu~ :
© tation over 1ndehble mfamy ; the supemorlty,‘
: 3n short Whlch cannot but result from a system
’of pubhc and pnvate falth of reverence for Re-
E lzg10n~—and of respeé’t to Property—-—to Laws-—-=

to

.- (59 )
to Treahes———to the nghts of Individuals and of
States—-and to the real and’ permanent: mterests -
Socxety ; when' put m competxtlon with a
system, founded upon "a contempt for all
such’ considérations, and ‘upon’a v1olat1on of
every ‘principle  that is essential both to ge-
neral and individual prosperlty, and to the peace
and harmony of mankmd ' R

Should 1t be ObJC&Ld that at'a tlme hke the

- present, of great pecuniary dlstress, the measure

of a General Contribution, atall adequate to the
public ex1genc1es, would bé attended with in-
superable difficulties, I answer, that the very

- scarcity of Money of which we complain, - ope-:

rates strongly ‘in' recommendation of such ‘a

measure, in preference to that of a Loan. It
is 1mpossxble to deny, or even to doubt for a

moment, that the wealth of this Country is

fully competent to satisfy all the demands of
the Public Serv1ce, and zhat without 'bearing

hard upon individuals. Nay, it is clear that it |
‘must sat1sfy those demands, or we must give ug -
the cause in despalr and submit ourselves to
- the mercy- of those whose tenderest mercies are
,cruelty in the extreme.  The only question,
 then;’ respe&s the mode of obtaining the ne-

1 2 . cessary
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céssary Supply—mwhether by a Public Loan, of
which the Capital is tobe secured by being in-
corporated with the Nanonal Debt, and the In-
terest by an appropriation of fresh Taxes, or by
a Pubhc Contuoutwn ‘to be furnished bi%ﬁ ,
general mass of Proprietors ? Supposm , 1n
each case, the surp supplied to be the same, 1t -
* must, in some shape or | Lother, be raised from
‘these Propuetors, and ‘it will hardly be said,
" that that sum can be ‘more easily advanced by
‘o few, as in the case of a Loan, than by the-
| many, as- in that of General Contribution.—
\ T am now merely adverting to the dithiculty of.
ﬁndlng the Money, without any re ference tothe

: L motwes ‘of making the advance, 2 and therefore

1 beg you to leave out of the consxdelatlon, at
least for the moment the- mducement of gain,
‘which’ may urge ‘the Capxtahsts to provide for
that advance by way of Toan, and to suppose
that other motives, at least equally urgent, may
‘induce the Proprietors at large to come forward
for the preservation: of all they hold dear. —"
T aying aside all considerafions of that natureg
it s obvxous that the latter mode Thas great]y |
‘ the advantage of the otLel, mn reference to that
very scarcity of Money, which is so much, and

toa. certam extent Justly, the: sub_}e& of com-~ -
' ' pleunta k

—

( 6 )

plaint. . That scarclty, produced. in-a. . great

“measure by the operation of I ,oans, is mcremsed
by the expe&ation of, another Loan being near -
at hacd.  For. the increasing. price. of Public

SeCUI’LUeS, ‘the necessary consequence..of -their f

increasing extent, affords a high rate of interest

{which in some instances is now enormous), and

thereby renders 1t, in proportion, more difficult

to procure Wloney on Private Securities, the in-

terest of which is limited by Law. The con-

sequence 1s, that to the real scarrlty, Which [
- cannot be denied to exist, 1s added an art:ﬁcml
‘Scarqty, which is augmented by the most dls-
tant prospelt of another ‘Money" Negoc;atlon
with Government and still more so by the di-

minution of conﬁdenee, WLlch unavoxdably at-

tends every augmentatmn of debt. The mode -

therefore of raising the necessa.ry SuL ply by

- way of Loan, tends greatly, and in-a vauety of
-ways, to- ‘enhance the dlﬁﬁculty of _procuring
- that Supply, and pa,rtlcularly as it is calculated
‘to increase a scarcity of Money Where it does,
',and to create it where it does not emst. B It is
-also subjc& to all the other i mconvemencus at= -

tendmcr the bundlng System, when armved. at a

certain extent—of which,. one of the greatest

a,s well as: the most obvxous, 15 the tendency of
SR ' ’ every
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every new.. Tax to leaSCn the consumptlon of
the article on wh1ch it is lald “and thereby not
only to ploduce less than it was calculated aty
‘but also to endanger the prevmus “Rev enue, i
,the art1c1e was - befoxe an obJe& of taxamon,
,Wh1ch almost every taxable article now 15, and
that as much as it can beax 3 . and thus the Com-
~ merce of the Country, that sheet anchor of our
resources, may be 1mpa1red When mostly Wanted

¥0 be flourishing and prosperous./_..‘ :

On the other hand the measure of a Generai
‘ Contrlbutlon Would have a contrary eﬁ"e& I
,would remove the art1ﬁc1al scarcxty, and even’

, ( relieve that Wthh is ‘real. Instead of deprec1-‘

ating the ¥ unds, it Would raise then‘ value, not

: ( only by rescuing them ‘from the 1mpendmg'

pressure of farther accumulatlon, but by afford~

| ( ing:an opportumty for the actual and immedi-

ate diminution. of the Natxonal Debt._ 1t Womd
{ dispel those fears and apprehenmons Wh1ch ever

congeal : and check the c1rculat1ng currents; and

by imparting. fresh. _confidence, it Would make

our  wealth ﬂoW freely through a. thousand:

chonnnels Wthh had been obstrufted Lo or 18
1t a trlﬂmg Conslderatmn ‘that the Public would

sa.ve to the full extent "of thosé advantages, b y
“which

(63)

‘Wmch alone Monied Men can be induced (or,
“indeed, reasonably expected to-be so0) to lend

" theic property : and as ‘those advantages must

ever be proportloned to the tisk, or to-the idea

of risk, and to the lowness of the Funds, they

" would render a Money \Tegoaatxon peculiarly

“embarrassing and injurious to the Public, at-
this moment of ala,rm and depreuatxon.. -

After all notmthstanchng the immense ad-

vantages of the measure in’ question, and the
facility of its accomphahment, supposing ‘the

great body of Pxopnetors to be willing to carry

it into effet, I am aware that it is an extraor-
f dmary measure, bmted only to a crisis like the
“present, and absolutely 1mpra&1cabie ‘without
“the aid of that szimulus, which nothing buta

general sense of extreme danger can excite. R |
knovv9 that n ordinary Wars, where ‘the- exist=

“ence of a Country is not at stake, the ordmary |
~ mode of supply, by Borrowing, Funding, and
' Taxes, can alone be resorted to, until the accu-
mulated weight ‘of burdens induces a “disposi-
tion for Peace; in which diapoemon the Ene-
‘,my, under the mﬂuence of a like motive, is
“almost sure to partmpate ‘and thus, by mu-
tual concessmns, the most Valuable of ble»smgs ‘

.18
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is restored to Society ; or if the events of the

“V‘,War, ~and our consequent situation, were
to be S0 unfavourable as to obhore us to con-

cede the original point in dispute (which was

~the case in the War Wlth]AlnefIC'l), still our

exxsten_c;e as a People, and our honour and-in-
dependence as a State, ,beigg ~ preserved, we

may hope to compensate for the sacrifice, by
-availing ourselves of our remaining advantages. -

But by what sacmﬁces can We now purchaae the
sweets of repose ? What is now the point in
dispute, and from which the Enemy seems de-
termined not to recede What | but whether we

4 shall be involved in the ruin whlch he seeks to

R bring on all Civilized Socxety ! Even in the ple—: /
~sent War, although it was from tl he very begin-

~ 'ning, and felt to be so by the Nation at large,

a War which had for its Ob_j(i& the defence and

B R e

ﬂpresewatlon of all those invaluable interests

Wthh are now exposed to zmminent destruction,

~yet it required the occurrence of the almost
incredible events that have happenea, and that
: mexpreosﬂ)ly alarming posture of affairs in Eu-
“tope, which. strikes us with equal Lo1r0r and
»amazement to nge effe¢t to, or.even to au-.
thorize the. proposal of calhng fortn the re--

sources of this Country in a munner ‘which,

howevea A
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hovrevez neceesary and pra&:xcable, s a,lto@ether

unprecedemed

\ I cannot suﬁ’er myself to doubt ‘that the
People of this Country, of evéry class, descnp

tion, and party, will be eager to stand forth at
such a moment; accordmp’ to their respeéhve

“abilities, in support of the common eause. I
cannot suffer myself to doubt; that every arm: -
will be ready, as occasion may offer; to repel.

the maho nant and destructive designs of our

~Enem_1es, ~and that every purse will be -alike

ready to support the Credit of the Mation, and

~thereby to enable the National Force to operate
with the greatest energy and effe®.  To sup~
‘pose that the Pxoprletors could hesrcate one

moment in availing themselves of their best, if

not their only means of preservaﬁovn_, would be -
to suppose them under the influence of that-in-

fatuation, which in a time of danger is the most

“alarming symptom of approaching ruin. Their
- spirit, their virtue, their honour, their patrios
- tism, will certainly preserve them from sq de- .
..stru’&ivegn "1pathy,'50 fatal a remissness. | ‘But
‘without appealing to such elevated sentiments,
which I trust «can - never be erarhca.ted frorm
; Enghsh bo«omsg a mere mstm&i\fe sense of in~

K o : teresf;
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terest must smely suffice to ctunuhLe them to
a measure, on the adophon of which their inte-
rest as Proprzez‘ors, as well as every other interest

dear to ‘them as nen, as Lnohshmcn, ‘as mem-
* bers of farmhes, and of society,’ “essentially de-
i'pends “And what is the sacrifice they are call-
ed upon to maké? 1 doubt ‘whether even in-a
7P€CU.”11&1Y sense—whether in the most’ narrow
‘compass i which " the subje&: can be viewed,
¥ and mdependently of those high anid paramount

onadexaﬂons that ~ought  to supersede all

: others, they twould * not. find their _preseﬂz‘ ac-
* count in listening to the call that is address-
“&d to them. It has already been observed, that
| ;'tlie Supphes rrecessary to meet the exigencies of
’the time, must in one shape or other be drawn
It has also been shewn,
that the d1ﬁ'erence would be immense in respect
" of the State (a difference, perhaps, on which
B -the 1ssue of the contest, and of course thefate
* of the British Emplre, and of Europe, may de-
' pend) ‘whether those -Supplies be’ furmched by
“way of Loan, ot by General Contribution. But '
- besides such cogent and 1rresxst1ble reasons in
: favour of the latter measure, it is recommended_ &
by its comparatne advantages In: respect of ‘the

" pecumarv 1nterests of 1ndw1dual J?ropmetoxs --n
. g It

T
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It'would by its natural, and probmbly zmmf’~7
 diate opemtlon, and by causes- already expla1n~ '

ed, fncrease the. w[ue of tbezr property (to say no-

thing of its security) in a degree more than «

adequate to the -amount of any advance they
should make. - It would besxdes, fully repay
them, by exempting their property from the

otherwise necessary incumbrance of fresh bur-
“dens, and operate as a very- cheap purchase of

that exemptxon. It is not part. of my plan, nor
is it-at all necessary, to go into any minute cal<
culations 3 but 1 would put the case hypothetl—
cally, of a " Proprietor, who, on the supposi-
tion that fresh Taxes were ‘to be imposed
to pay- the mterest of a new Loan, would be
liable to the annual charge of five pounds,
as the amount of that pdrtien of such Taxes

which would fall upon him; and a person would N
~ be in a very restricted situation, in pomt of ex-
- pence, who should not feel, to a greater extent,
the effect of a Loan at all adequate to the pub- |

lic necessities, although, on account of the va-

tiety of the articles on which the Taxes m1ght

be charged, and of those Taxes bemg blended

| in the price. of co'mm'odiiies,' he might not be
SR -_a.wale of  the actual extent of his addltlonai
-jburthens W ould not that person a& Wlsely, ‘

X 2 : ~ upon
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upon a'dry;"unfe,eli_ng‘ca.lcul‘atiqn of profit and
lpss, if he were to exempt himself from such an

“addition to his annual charges, by an imme-

diate advance- of forty pounds, which would be
but -a payment of eight years pqlchase to re-

‘deem- himsgelf, his family, and all who should

inherit his property, from an incumbrance of an

mdeﬁmte duration >—I state this. ~merely, by .
way of suggesting the 1dea, ‘that if the Public

were only to advance the amount of a fair price

of ‘an exemption from: farther Taxes, they

would have an immediate compematlon foy

what they should contnbute° : o

But God f01b1d‘ that I should by any rule

pf;lgld computation, presume in gy case, and -

- particularly .in such a one, to set bounds to the

feelings and liberality of Englishmen. - One of

the excellencies of the proposed plan, would be

to relieve those who are in straight circum-

stances,’ though I* believe thac_ afieA-fewiwho,
~would not be eager to contribute their mite on
~such an occasion. But the wealthy and afflu-

“ent would, Tam conﬁdé‘n’t exert themselvesand
emulate one another, in giving solid proofs - of
their 'mttachment to - thelr native soil.~ From
pcrgons of that descmptlon, I own I have great

expe@catlons -
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- expectations : they would not change theirna-
~ture, and do violence to. their disposition, be- .

cause 1t s their Comntry that calls assistance.

There 1s no. proposal - of beneficence to - which

they are.not accustorned to accede, with anala-
crity and chearfulness, that prove humanity- to

be anative virtue in their hearts. - In whatever -
shape distress presents itself to their view, itis

sure to meet with ready relief. - Can it be

thought that they would be.insensible 071{)? to
the dlstmsses of - their. Country ?.- That they
~would turn a deaf ear ony to the calls of the
State that gave them birth ? vaestmg them-

selves (1f possxblu) of local and patriotic feels
ings, can they forget, that i in- contmbutmg to

‘;c’scue‘thelr Country from the evils with which

it is menaced, they would exercise the truest
benevolence towarda the distressed of every de-

scription, by securing to themselves the power
“of affording relief ?  If their property be swal-

lowed up (as it inevitably would) in the gene-

ral wreck, what will then become of the necessi-

tous ? Where will the wretched and the 1ndigent
find mt y and relief ? ‘Where shall those look for

,%szotame Who will thén be reduced, by such -

means, from a state of ease and. plenty, to pe-

'zmi y and want ?. Thls Country has done itself

imimortal

« .
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~ immortal honour, by holding out the hand of

: hberahty to. the distressed Exiles- of France;
driven by the most merciless persecution to
seek refuge in‘a foreign-elime ;- proving: thereby,
that its benevolence issuperior to all prejudices,
however -ancient, and however ~rooted: ' But;
~will it not take the necessary-means, will it not

exert its liber ahty to pteserve ‘its own Children -

from a worse misfortune ?* Will not the Nobles,
the Clergy and the affluent Proprietors of every
description, make; one: eﬁbrt to-save themselves
- from the fate which has befallen those classes n

France? A fate which Would be much more .

severe and cruel to them, as it-woul 1d leave them

‘without any resource—without the chance of
finding. any asylam, where' the kindness theyhave
shewn" to others mxght be 1eturned to them=
selves | | |

But Iam b) these apparent doubts, by thesc
unna,tural suppositions, doing injustice to the
- British- Charaer, and I most sincerely solicit
pardon for so doing. I am convinced, not only

by the well-known ndisp'o_s_iti»on of Britons, but
by recent.observation, that they are ready and -

desirous to. make- thelr _property subsex vient fo

the most comprehensrve benevolence tint ever

did,

‘,}ustxce, could restrain- from mthholdmg what

{ 71 R

‘did, or ever can, call forth their-feelings, ‘under
‘the guidance of the soundest-wisdom that ever
dire@ed or.can dire€ thosefeelings. Scarc‘eljr

a day, for some time past, but 1 have met with
-persons who have expressed’ an ~inipat’ienéé to
lay down a part of their fortune to preserve the
rest. 'This disposition, which T believe to be

gener al is an undeniable proof both of the ex~

pediency and the,urgency of -the measure, and

affords a consolatory assurance that it will, when
once proposed .1n a proper manner, : be imme-

diately and universally adopted. Those un-
~doubtedl;v will - be: the foremost and the most
‘ative in promoting -ifs' success, Who,- like

Mr. MorcAN, view  our Finances in- the

‘most gloomy light; ‘and who. contemplate ' tlie

aélual extent of our Debt-,'a's well as the prospeét

of its farther increase, with the ‘most lively ap-
“prehensions. " But very few who have ‘it in
their power to contribute any thmg, would

suﬁ'el their ‘names to be omitted in the ho-
nourable and .truly Patriotic List. - If - there

- should be any (a thing almost incredible), on
~whom the proper motives'could produce no ef-

fe& ; whom neither ‘an anxiety for the fate of
themselves or- their Country, nor a sense of

hey | |
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; thay feei thcmsc{ves competent to suppiy, stitl

a fear of disgrace, an unwillingness to appear

totally regardless of the public welfare, would .
‘extort even front such persons a reluctant dole ;

while a spirit of emulation, and even enthusi-

‘asm, would generally display itsclf, with a zeal
‘and fervour suited to the occasion, and demon-
‘strate that the Butl_sh People will never be back-
‘ward in giving any proofs that may be wanted,
- of their loyalty to their King, and their attach-

ment to their Constitution. -~ Nor should I be

‘at all surprized to see even the Youth of the
'Country partaking of the noble fervour; and
“anxious to have their Names enrolled and their
‘Contributions received, in . testimony of their

indignation against the audacious designs of

the anciens Enemies of their Countly Contri-
butions which, though perhaps but of small

amount, yet when considered in their true light,

~would. be by no means the least valuable ; for

they would afford a happy presage, that the

" gncient, genuine, free, and manly Spirit of Eng-
- lishmen will ever be proof against the flippant,
' fawuz;zg per. ﬁdzoas, éload-z‘bzrs{y system of F renc 11 |

Fr atermty

It shouid not however be forgottpn, that t’fxc |

measurc of Voluntary Contubutxon, though

calculated

R e ettt
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caleulated to be general, -is propa,sed to deuv e
“its chief eﬁ”c& from the wc"dthy and affluent.
From thcm an exe *txon may. furiy be e‘{peé’cedv
“suited to the emergency, and in some. decree

pxoportzonate to the value of the pl operty they
have at stake.  Such persons. wouid have only

to congxdel Wha.t portlm of the;r ingome hﬂy"
‘would . aclvance in dﬂfence of, thelr capltal
‘md as. tha.t poxtlon WOlhd denend upon f‘,el-= "
mgs, opportun:tleo for oeconomy, aud a va;’

riety of other circumstances, At W’OUxCvae SU.JJC@”

tono general ru!e, and o:i course it would cu%"ord :

1o clue, wheieby to judge of the fortums of in~

“dividuals. It is here. deaervmg of obsbrvatlon,
thata matenal difference exists, in respect of the
_facﬂity of mahm& a sudden a.ch.'I']Ce, betwefenf{
- those |

ho, havmg thel. pxopeuy permanerztly

.mvested ‘ive upon their | income - WJthout ny |

prospe& of 1ts bemg mcreased eiﬁépt by Lhe
_savings of oeconomy ; and thOa@ whose capxtals\
.are uequently passing. thmugh their 11ands, and "

thh constantly returning profits, Ly the man«

nels 0_ commerce and manufa&ule It: mlght

T

i therefore be of great importance, to dev1se some

mode of assisting the former descnpnon of Pro-

| ,prletors, to glatlfy their pubhc, spirit with the

least pobmble 1nconV‘emf;nce to themselves ——
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| This mxght perhaps be effected by accepting

engagements-on- their property, to be periodi=

éally dischdrgeds - For instance, an individual

who: shiotild resolve~to “cointribute “one half of
il incosne;- though he mlghf not be'able to ad-
vance; with” ‘corivenience, - the whole sum ' at

once, might with facility pay down by advance
| ene-fourth of that-amountinstanter, and engage

o fiarhish’ the remainder by two or three yearly
bayments, : for which ‘a’little foresight would
‘enable him to provide. T submit whether such

N

H a miode-{of which Proprietors of every descrip-

tion might be free to avail ‘themiselves), would
oty while it relieved individuals, tend to aug-
ment the dggiegate of public benefit,” and at
the saime: time anticipate the possibility of fu-
tute diffictlties; by~ providing a Fund which
might heteafter be of unspeakable ‘value, con:
sidering the unsettled state of Europe; ‘and the
hazard ‘of fresh attempts on- the- part of the

Frenich to invade the general tranquillity, ever

“should thiey be now tedticed to reasonable terms
of Peace: ~ One thing is indisputable, that
Tothing can tend moré to preveiit or repress
such attempts, of to preserve as well as restore

| the blessmg sof “general tranquxlhty, than the

ﬁnancxal prospérity of Great Bntam e

- Fam
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Y am not fearfui of bemg di‘érged with
placmg too .sanguine.-a reliance on the spmt,
the zeal, and theprov 1dent~wxsdom of the People

of this Country, at so critical.a Jun&ure. Such
a charge would be a.libel on that People, which,

T trust, no one - w111 have the temcuty to ads
vance;  Noram: [ apprehenswe, on.the other

hand, of being accused of :any: ‘distrust, of the
pubhc liberality, when. I'say, that [ feel such a

’COHVI&IOH of the suitableness of - the measure
1 propose to the:circumstances and-objeéts of
the Country, that were I toaddress Government

on the subjec, I should with confidence sub-
mit, that no other principle oug&t to be resorted

~ to in. providing the necessary Supphes, until

the Enemy can be brought to consent to fajr
and reasonable terms. It is undoubtedly the
duty of Government to avail itself of the public
resofirces for-all necessary purposes, in the least
burthen,some and most efficacious manner. All

| that I have '~sai§1, ‘therefore, would ap‘plye with
equal force, if addressed to those whose situa-

‘tion imposes on them that indispensible duty;
and would warrant me in urging the necessity

of . renouncmg all ‘idea of farther Loans and

Taxes, durmg the mevx;ably remammg, but, I
: hope, short pemod of the present War.  When

L2 it

" A R e i



R R

« 76)

'1’: Would be 1111pose1ble to borrow I\/[oney at les

53
than 1801 per cent.” perhaps ot even at tmt

’ra.te, and when it would be" necessary to find
Taxes for ahnost double ‘the sum. uau* fly re-
ceived mto ‘the - phth cof“ers, it is surely high
vtlme to adopt anothei plan. of Finonces and to

determme to raise,’ within the ye oy and from

~the Capﬁ:&l of the Country the Suppiies wanted
'for the current ser wce, A resciuticn so maniy,

50° spmteﬂ ‘and so provident, wea'd command

respect, “dmdanon, and suppoit. It would

'reheve us from all the disadva nmges attendmg

a contmued use of the Funding oystem, and,
‘make every far’chmcr advanced by the Public
available. 1t would, in every pomt of view,
assist the Credlt and Finances of the Country
mamtcun 1ts Commerce, l‘uanufa&ures, and
Acnculture n a prospelous sLate, and p;eserve

the’ Subject of every rank from the much-
~ dreaded weight “of additional burdens; while
it Would by its smoularlty denote the inex-
‘ preosmk importance of the objecs for which

‘we are contending; and by mamfesimg our de-

telmmauon never to abandon those objes, as

weﬂ as our ability to enforce their attainment,

it would give the death-blow to the hopes and ‘

prqje&s of our Enenne& |
| - Ido

‘pursue itz own, real interests.

'mlutarv a measure

Gy )
I do not thexefore he31tatc to say, that 1%
,vould be’ mcumbent on Covernment to adopt

»ome such measyre 1n provxdmg for the pubh(‘.v

exigencies. They w1ll I doubt not, ‘be anti-
CJPaLcd by the zeal, spirit, and prudence of the
Nation, ever rzsqrjy o chscern, to feel, and to
But in a matter

'of such nwcrmfude, and at the same time of
such novely, it may ‘be 1mpo¢51ble to attain

the desired eil & without the assistance of Par-
llamvnt, wi i, without settmg any bounds

to the libera 1 ity and publlc ¢pirit of individuals,

‘would be necessary to produce that umrurmny

0F sy stem, on which the success of every meas
sure of Oenmal operation must QSSS'ltIZ\.llY “de-
pend.  But in’ thus ‘giving its aid, Paria~

‘ment’ would but second the dlsposmuq, and
give scope and. effeét to the wishes of the Na-

ilon-——aqd I ho >e before P:Lrllamant shall as-
semble, to see soud and convmung proofs that

the Nation are desirous of obtaining its assists

ance to enable them to carry into execution .se
, with the gr reatest prompti-
tude and a vatage ; and of shewing to the
woxld, that they are determmed to make ;he;;

preservation their own voluntary act,

1 shall

Sz =
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- I shall not presume to prescribe the mode by

which the Public might best testify their de-
cided approbatlon of the measure now submitt-

ed to thexr consideration, their readiness to .
- carry it into effeét, and their wish to have the

necessary assistance of Parliament for that pur-
pose. It is in every respect desirable that the
call should -come from them, With that view,
County or Parochial Meetings might perhaps be

proper, zmd partxcularly as they might not only
serve to express the sense of .the Country, but
also conduce to -that state of union and co-

operation which its situation so loudly de-
mands. Large bodies of men wha happsn-to
be conne&ed by ties of -another dCSLﬂPUOD, a8

the Merchants and Traders of great Commer--

cial Towns, would perhaps do well to act toge-

“ther in that charalter, and even to take the:
lead ; a station which seems on such an-occa-

sion properly to belong to them, not merely on
account -of their great -opulence, and of the

facility with which, from their mutual relations, -
_they can communicate together, but also. be-
cause #2 is through the sides of the Commerce of the

Country that the Enemy aims a morml blow at its

(79 ) |
© Of those wealthy and respectable bodies, no
one will dispute that it belongs to the Mers
chants of London, the Capital not only of the
British "Empire",. but of the Commercial World,
to set the example—an .example ‘which would
speedily be followed by:the Proprictors of every
description " throughout - the Kingdom; who, -
with alacrity and confidence, would hasten to
declare their readiness to present their loyal and

patriotic: Contnbunons to the disposmon of the

 British Parliament. -

Such are the means - by which this Country‘

- may, by ‘the favour of Providence, escape un-

hurt from the most awful crisis it has ever ex-
perienced in any period of " its History, - Thus
may it.re-animate its “hopes, invigorate its ef-
forts, and inspire the Enemy with terror and

‘dismay.  Thus may it ‘accelerate the return of

Peace, which is the ardent wish of every friend
to his Country, and to Humanity; and evéry
Contribution would in effe€t be a peace-offer-
ing, and conduce to the repose and security of
mankind. Those invaluable blessings are scarce=
ly more desirable -than, under the present cir-
cumstances, difficult to be att"uned It re--

: qmres all our. energ gy wxsdom, and vigilance,

o . o to
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to procure them. To call out for Peace with-

" out taking the necessary. means to ‘obtain it,

would be to resemble the Countryman who

called upon HEKCULE.& to extiicate his team -

frum the rut in which it stuck fd;St The an-

swer he received applies equally to us: We

must put our shoulders to the wbeel and assist

-purselves. How near or hOW tant Peace

may De, Heaven oniy knows. - But 1t 15 clear,
that the most likely way-to hasten .its ' arrival,
is to shew ourselves armed at all ‘points, and
preyared i the best possible manner for a con-
tinuance of the War. For that pur};oce, oar
situation in other resp%ts happily reheves us

from all sohc1tLde, but that of PLOVldlﬁé for

our pecuniary demands, without loading either
the State, or the Subject, with a.ddltIOﬂ&}_ burs

dens. 'This important object has, 1 trusf, bepn

shewn to be “completely within our ];ower, If
“we negle& to avail ourselves of so great, 50 ines-

timable an advantage, thch seems  bestowed

on us, not merely for our own . bu;ent but for ‘

that of all mankind, our tolly. aﬂd our guilt wi H
deserve any misfortune that can possibly ensue.
We must, in that case, look to Peace and War
with equal anxiety and app prehension ; 5 for it

‘will be 1rnposs1ble to say; Wmch of those eventq,

SUDPOSIHg

supposing we had the option, would most con-

duce to bring about the mischiefs which it is
our grand obje to prevent. But if we Wlsely

avail ourselves of the means in our power, we
may look forward towards futurity with rational

- and well-grounded confidence. For then, if

.Peace continue to elude our hopes, we shall be
in a condition to prosecute the War with a
degl.'e'e of vigour that will, in all human proé
bability, ensure its final success; or, if the
season of Negouatlon ‘be at hand, we shall
then be entxtled to ‘demand, and able to en-
force, such terms as it will become Brxtons to
propose or toaccept ; terms which may be com-

patible with the prenity of the BritTisz
:CRO“WN, w1tn the sEcvrIiTY of the Bri1 FTSHb

CONSTITUTION, and wnh the HONOUR, WEL-.
FARE and PERMANENT TRANQUILLITY of
tho Bririsu Prorwrz.

1 am, &,

Sﬁf IJ, 1796,
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POSTSCRIPT.

WITH inexpressible satisfaction I congratus
late you upon the recent and brilliant Success
which has crowned the Arms of our brave Ally,
the EMPEROR, in Germany. I rejoice with you,
that the fortitude, pETSEVErance, and fidelity, -
which have almost exclusively distinguished

this Ally, the worthy descendant of Maria
“THERESA, seem likely to be properly rewarded.,
" T must, however, take this opportunity of ob-

serving, that any success would be a misfortune,

if it were to make us deviate from that line of

condu@ which is prescribed by an attention to
our own situation, and a regard to our own in-
terests, It would, indeed, be the height of
folly, nay it would be to fly in the face of ex-
perience, if in a War so eventful and so varia-
ble, in which the tide of Success has been in a

constant course of flux and reflux—in which

“the cause, on the event of which our own des-

tiny depends, has repeatedly been plunged from

the pinnacle of hope almost into the gulph of
despair—if in'such a War, we were to suffer any
thing to induce us to relax our efforts, or to

| vary

( 83 )

vary oux measures. 'The only effe of Success,
should be to stimulate and encourage us to petr-

‘severe in our cxettions, in order to secure and

realize the benefits of such Success, and to make
it conduce to the great object of general secu-

' 1ity, of which we should not suffer ourselves for
* a single moment to lose sight. Nothing, there-

fore, that 1 have said, in the foregoing pages, 1s
in the least invalidated by the recent Victories,
which make our hearts to rejoice, or can be in=
validated by any Fidories whatsoever. 'The
dangers we have to provide against, are still the
same as before, though they may appear less
imminent ; and the only safe rule for us to
adopt is, in all events, to depend principally on
ourselves. And it should be remembered, that
the measure which it has been my chief object
to recommend, is calcuiated upon a reference to
our own circumstances, which will equally re-
quire its adoption, whatever events may happen

~during the War, and which will be infinitely

benefited by that adoption, whenever it shall be
our happiness to witness a return of Peace.

Sept. 17.
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