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‘Planters of T O B A C CQ |

m V zrgzma, f@’ (:.~

S ‘of the Brztz/b Colomes in
N '--Amerzm, now ‘metin a Ge:
l neral Aﬁ'embly, havmg un=

* difteffed State of the To-

only Support;-find ourfelves obliged; from 2

‘Senfe of Duty to ‘His Majei‘cy, and - our own
Sufferingss 1o’ i'eprefent, " The Progrefs
| oef that’l rade- through a long Courfe of Yearlsl §o

SR TR A2 the

[N

E the Councxl and Eurgeﬁés«
¢ - of Virginia; the moft ancient

Y. der out Confideration thé

- Ttade; f-.hxch chleﬂy employs theIn-
duf’cry of the 'ng s Subjects here; "and is their -

mme




 Cular Hardfhips which are iow impofed up-

~ bon'us by the unjuft Dealings of ‘moft of our

Factors, the
- { Britain,

R 7
the many Mifchie\f’s, -that have attended it

« through - the various Changes it has undergone
of Parliament 5 ahid, the parti-

“~

bacco’ Merchants in. Great
o R R T},:' Wl ~.'. LT

'V “Topatco, “after; the A& of “T'onnage and
Poundage made in the Twelfth Year of King
Charles the Second, 'until the Firft Year of
King Fames the Second, was liable only to
the 6ld Subfidy “of One Peniiy, and the addi-

~ tional: Duty of another Penny per Pound ;

‘and~during that Time " the Duties ‘were no
great Burthen upon the Merchants; and the

‘Frauds in the Caftoms (if there were any) were
Ao inconfiderable, that they did little affect the -

‘Planters: But'" -theit principal - Difadvantage
then was, that the Ufe of Tobaceg was not fo
~much grown into" Cuftom, and the Quantity

imported into England, though it was vaft-

1y lefs :than-at this Time; did-exceed the Con:

, .fumption 5 yetit-wdsa moge proﬁtableTere, A E
~and. perhaps yielded a much better Revenue in |
- .Proportion than all the Duties’do now. =" - .

- By the,1ft- of King Fames, an: Impoﬁtlon |

.of Three  Pence per Pound was added, to be

paid with: feveral Abatements by the 'Confump- -

tioner before he thould be- permitted to' receive
it from the Merchant ; and in the mean Timie,
the Merehant , or . Importerwas obliged to
give Bond ‘with one or  more fufficient Securi-
ties, or to procure two other Perfons to become

- bound to the King, not to deliver- any To-
PR T " bacco

N e

sy
s bacto to, ph’e= Buyer before the Duty fhould’
" .-be-duly paid ;5 or;. in Cafe’ he thould not fell

~-cor expolt it before the Expirationof Eigh-

 teen 'Months from  the Importation, to pay
v . the Duty. St L P ;:." Pay
- -..Thefe Bonds were to be difcharged by Cer-

- tificate of the Buyer’s having paid the Duty, or
- »giving Bond to exportit 3 and the Merchant
- :or Importer was:liable once in Three Months

- - to account. upon ‘Oath to the Commiffioners

.of ‘the Cuftoms, and his Warehoufes to be
. .fearched for all'- T'6bacco remaining in his

1 Hands »frc'>‘rn - Time to Time ; andin Cafehe
~.thould fail to ‘make Payment of the Duties

. which fhould be found due, " his-Bonds weére to
be returned into’ the Exchequer, . thereé to be

- rprofecuted according-to. the Courfe of Law. -
- ~'Then there arofe ' a ' fufficient -rTemptation
_ . to defraud the Cuftoms, and the Running of
-, Tobacco became foon a very great Abufe ; but

| :in other Refpe&s the Courfe of the. Trade was

?éry,litt!el.altcréd, the Price was raifed in fome
- - Degree in Proportion ' to the Duties, and - this
- :Impoft was much better fecured to the Crown,

| than by the Method .introduced afterwards -
1 by the 7th and 8th of King William; which

- obliged the Importer to give Bond ‘for the

| Payment of it at the End- of Eighteen
| Months from the Impoitation, = difcounting
for, prompt Payment “Ten, Six, Four, and

" "T'wo per Cent. according to the'Time, which
| -was to be difcharged by Debentures upon Ex~ -

| portation of the fame Tobacco within Twelve

} . Months. It was faid that the former Method = -

of




Nsmimmesn s s asten s

;of paying ‘the Duty by
‘was found prejudicial. to . Trade, and. grie:

- {(6)
ty by

the Confumptioner

~yous. to the Merchants 3 but Experience hgs -
ot yet difcovered any = Advantage from the
- Merchants bonding the Duties 3 nor were the
. People of irginia acquainted with the Incon-

03

-veniencies  that wete fuggefted to the Parlia-
.ment, and wete the Grounds upon which that
. Alteration. was made 3 - but-many Abufes did

N\

~ foon”arife from. thence in’ Regard to the King
.and People; ~The Merchants ‘indeed had im- -
.mediately an apparent Benefit by this Regula-

«tion 3 for in:all their Accounts afterwards;
.they charged their Cornmiffions. vpon all the

. Duties, even when the Tobacco Wwas exporteds.
and only the firft Penny paid, and the Mol
ety of that.drawn back & “Which has been
«confidérably * aggravated - upon the Plantefs.
“fince‘the further Subfidy of ‘One Penny by the -
A& of the gth and roth of King William; -
-and the one T hird Subfidy. by the 2d and 3d-

Jof 'Queen” Anne were added. i ‘So ' that at .this
.Day, theMerchants Commiiffions- may be ge-

ferally computed to be above an: Eighth Part '_

of the het Produce of ‘the Tobacco, in moft
of their- Accounts; .and upon -many Sales to .
tire than the .whole : Balance coniing to the
Plantet:  Divers Aétsof Parliament have been:
fince made in feveral Reigns for' advancing the -

‘

“Trade s and We ‘¢ongeive-that the Prohibition
o import Bulk T obacco was fo. far ufeful, as

o make the Running of it more difficult: Eii-
Harging the. Timefor Exportation to Three
Yéarss . diawing, back the” whole “Duty - upott

Py

(7))
Exportation, and - réducing the fevéral Difs
counts and “Allowances upon the refpeitive:
Duties to one uniforim Abatement, have pros
duced fome ‘good Effects, But fo long ds the:
Merchant is trufted with the keeping?of, Tos

“bacco in_ his own ‘Warehoufes, and the Pay-

ment of the Duties conitinues under- theprefent

. Method, " we apprehend no Expedient will:be

remedied. = ;0 o T e
.- For, with: refpect:to the King, -it is very
ebvious from any ‘recent {Inffancés, " that
many of the Merchants are_forced to: contract
Desbis at - the Cuftom-Houfe. far "exteéeding

found a_dequzitgtq..‘;hc_:;M'ifchiefs defigned to-be

the Value;of their. Eftates, which has' occafio=
- Revenue;  The! Planters find an. unaccount-

able Differencg in .the Weights -of  their To-
bacco when it s fhipped ‘oif here, ‘and when -
it is weighed . again t: the Caftom-Houfes in -
Great Britain, efpecially  in - London. To-wilt

- bevery clear from -an Enquiry into:.the Ba<

lances paid gvery: Year into  the ‘Exchequer,
ghat not above one half of the Tobacco which

-muft neceffarily. be: confamed - in: Greur Britain

gatg_—jha,ve:paid ‘the Duties ; ~And :it' thay be
worth while to -confider by .what ‘Means it has
been -poffible for many Merchants' who have
fail’d; and thereby- difcevered. the Hl'State’of
their Affairs, to'maintain their Crédit: for mas
ny Years at the Cuftom-Houfe, -~ - ..

It will" be, without Doubt, -2’ véry grear

’ B'i’ﬁiéulty;’upon‘f us at this Diftance, to give
any -clear Account of the Caufés which pro-

“ducg




(8)

duce fich: Evils, and whatever we' ate abld

to offer upon the'Subject, may pofiibly amotifit
only. to.a probable Conjetture,” “Yét if Re=
courfe ‘be had to ‘the Number of ‘Hogfheads |
imported ;iand - exported; - and- a < juft Caleu-
lation ‘made - of: the Weights of one Hogfs

head with another, (whicli’ may ‘now.be' eafily

known from - the feveral: Cuftom Houfes -in
Great Britain, as to Virginia’ Téba_ccg,{ feem'g;:

the net- Weight when 1t goes from ‘henice}

by a Law lately made 'here,; is’ marked upon

every Hogfhead by * fworn “Infpetors) there

~ will: remain’a -very pregnant’ Sufpicion, that
~ a confiderable Part-of the Frauds muft proceed

from . weighingthe Tobacco' upon ‘the Land-
ing of'it, either throtigh Corruption -or Negi

ligence : And if this be probable, the Mer<

chant. having the Tobacco in his ‘own Ware=

houfes; or his Servants, Coopers; or’ Portérs,
may. take out of ' great Number of Hogfheads
‘a large Proportion of ‘the whole, and yet by
the Favour and Connivance of ‘a corrupt Offi~
. ¢er, when it comes to " be- weighed -again  for
- Exportation, tay : obtain - a-Debenture -for-a -

greater - Quantity, - and ° thereby - not -only:
deftaud: the Crown of -the Duty- which oughe

“to have ‘béen paid, ‘but - even recelve 2 Draw<
back for.what was never:’ paidis “And we, think
- it impofiible to account in fanvaegre.éffqn'ﬁ_jc{-i- ,

prodigious Frauds in another Manner. .- - -

We conceive.it is no-hard Matter for-a Man:

gute in Trade by a large Credit at the-Cuftomt

: Ho@fe}_f’ 1_f_0'rl df A Merchant,’ for - Exémpje’;

enters

- .

(0)

enters Fivé Fundred 'Hdg‘ﬂxe‘éfds‘i ‘of\:Tébﬁcgg;’

which He - fells ‘for the Home Confuinption, - -
and bornds the Dities; though théy are payable
at the ‘End -of Eighteen Months, no: Pro-
. cefs can iffue jagainit him: till-after: the"Thive

allowed -for Exportation, ‘théni: he' cannot be
~molefted upon fuch a Bond within three Yits,

and fo"long he. has to contrive a Way to dif- -
- charge it, which may be ‘dére it this Manrier':
If he “can procure  the fime Quantity ‘evéry
¥ear,: by exporting the Configiimetit of every
‘Third Year only, the Debenture  (if any bo-"
‘dy will fwear' it to be for the fime Tobacco

that was é,n‘ts‘redi Two Yeéars: before) will 2 dif-
charge -all thie Bonds that can be profeciitell

1 againft hlm, and reimburfe: him for what ke
‘was obliged' to pay downifor:the Firft Peniny':
So' by fuch-a Management, 4 Merchant iy

‘trade. ‘with “good. Credit :a. confiderable Tiifi’ef

- upon:the Money he réallyowes to'the Créwni; . .
| and if he is very.dexterousy may attually dif-
scharge all his Bonds, and by the Frauds in‘the
‘Weights dt. the Landing -and Shipping off,
gain a great deal of Money.: A flagrant In-
“ftance of:this-Sort; we are. informed, "was dif-
~covered by the :Commiffioniers of the Cuffoms,
-in the Cafe ‘of Mr. Midford, and without Doubt .
-many more have remained undifcovered.
- As this Miéthod of bonding the Duties thifiis .
fo much to tliéfPrejudicé‘"'é%thé Crown; it'is
'nq’]gf?;irijafgeus-; to-the‘Planters, not onl";‘ﬁ be-
of a fmall Fertune to make a confiderable:Fi- [ cauf¢ it cannot be expected, ¢ while' fuch erior~
: : i [ mous Practices. fubfift-in- the Trade, that. the
| ‘Tobacco which really pays the Duty can fell
- . . B .

!

at
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*at any tolerable Price; “but the I |
- © efpecially; in. London, have it in their Power to

others. o

(o)

3 “but the Meérchants,

-~

Lopprefs the Subjects: of the “T'obacco’ Colonies
in:many grievous Inftances. One " has ‘been

already mentioned in:tefpect to.their Commiffis

.ons, andwe muftibeg Lieave to obferve feveral

,>:‘v‘\"«.r’;" Sl)': o R '7, .
;i The Merchants; when they fell our T'obacco

- fot~ the: Home Confumption, f;:hinl;‘% “them- |
K “felves urider. no Obligation to fecure the Duties,
' but. déliver it -to.. the Retailer upon ' a -long

" Credit,, as-they pretend ;' and if “he-happens to -

become a-Bankrupt, - they hold - the Planter

- ‘engaged to:repay:all the Ché;ﬁge$'~:‘of ;Fhat, "TQ- ‘
~ ‘bacco,. including -the Duties, and éven: their
*.own. Commiffions: ;. By this Means, a Man,

“whofe Misfortune it-is to -have lis Tobacco

. {old to .a Bankrupt; ‘will be brought’in Debt

“to:the. Merchant Eighteen_ or' Nineteen Pounds

- .a Hoethead; befides- 1ofing; the -nét Produce ;
“which is o terrible a Circamftance; - that fome
 .are obliged ‘to: make a. further Allowance to

'~ “the Merchant to_make'good all Debts; * and
©"thofe that,will not fubmit to. their Teims are
- ‘continually expofed to Ruin, and he that has |

- the beft Eftate is. moft in Danger. -1 [

.+ The Tret.and Clough, which -is faﬁ;fAllbw-

- ance 1o, the Freemen of London tpon all waft- f
cing; Commodities, is- another ‘hedvy - Article |

cupon us : It is ‘déduéted out of the net Tobacco

. which pays. the Duty - upon every Sil¢ o any }
* Retailer, and amoiunts, to above T'wenty Shil- E
" lings upon a Hogfhead. = We are allowed |

at the Cuftorn Houfe Eight' Pounds wpon |

(1)

a Hogfhead by A& of Parliament for Draught;

and T'wo: Pounds for Sample 3 but ‘this the -
Merchant in moft. Cafes converts to his,own -
Utfe, and “thereby - deprives. the: Planter of .
about Seven Shillings upon-'every ; Hogthead;
~and very often more.. "And whereas formerly:
all the petty Charges uponT'obacco did amount
‘to little more than Eive Shillings: per Hogs
fhead, which- we conceive did ¢éxceed confide>
rably what-was really paid, the prefent’Sett
- of Merchants - have of late contrived: to: raife
that Article to upwards of “T'en Shillings in‘all
- their Accounts, and very frequently tomore

than Fifteen Shillings.. One extraordinary

- Charge, among ob:th'ei‘s,f_ ‘is Three Pencea Hog= -

thead, amounting to between Four and Five

Hundred Pounds a Year from " Virginia, and

- as much from Maryland, lately impofed upon -
~us, without our Confent, to defiay theirEx-

- pences. in applying to the Parliamentuponany .

- Occafionto. relieve us from " the’ Hardthips we

- .groan nnder :: How well they deferve this Mo-

- ney,  will beft appear”from - the Records of
Parliament. - -

-+ We do admit the A& of Parliament  which,_

laft fettled the Abatements upon prompt Pay-
‘ment of ‘the Duties, : was defigned for the
Good of the Planters, and is' fo on Aecount of
‘reducing ‘the Daties to“what they are at. pre-
fent ; "but the Merchants - have {o" determin’d
:by their own ‘Decrees, “as to. ingrofs, " in great
: Meafure, - the Advantage of - this Difcount .to
-themfelves. - For it is the Misfortune -of the -
“greateft Part of the Shippers of Tgcbacco,

B2 " not

~




(x2)
nat-to be able to :remit Money .to pay down
- the Duties, ithough fome are ;. but: they are
obliged by the mufterious Rules of: Trade, to
" lodge-in the: Hands"of ‘their Correfpondents

~ double-the Sum  that would be' fufficient for -
that-Purpofe, or.at leaft avery great Overplus;
- wherebyi the Merchant is'manifeftly in-a much

better Conditicn when heallows his Correfpon-
dent here the Advantage of the Difcounts, than

- when he: takes it to himfelf, and.makes it not’

~ worth. any - Man’s while to. keep. Money to

- make the prompt Payment of the Dutiesupon

his - ‘Tobacco,+feeing - upon: the Merchants
Terins of allowing the Difeount, and their
unreafonable Delaysin bringing' the Money
back; to: our Credit, no body can make Fout

per Cent Intereft, and very feldom fo much.

Befides, the Planter' without Money, muft, in
afairiway -of Dealing," be very: frequently, if
ot always, entitled to the Difcount : of Seven
~«per:Cent pér Arnum, allowed 'by. the gth of

.the late King, upon the Payment: of the. Duties

- “within - Eighteen: Months :: For it is'a very
- great Abufe in the Trade, that the:Merchants

sare” too hafty on” many Occifions in -felling

-‘Tobacco, in order to faife ready. Money.for
~their own Purpofes 5-and - though they. keep

- their - Accountsback feveral . Years. from their

- Correfpondents,” none of them: will fay that
" they never receive any Money: upon. the Sales

- - of Tobacco within-Eighteen Months from ‘the -

- Importation.’ | Yet we krow notiene Inftance

-of any Allowance being made: upon .this Ar-

ticle by "any Merchant in Loxdon,” though it
o . o T : e has

o ()
has "been -made by ‘fome. few in . the: Qut~
Ports... s e
:-This is only .an" Epitome; of fome of .-our

~Grievances, and 'there are many - other .that

eannot . be properly. mentioned upon this.Oc-

- cafion.  But left thefe fhould not be. fuffi-

cient by their. own Weight to undoe  us,: : we

- are /informed the. Merchants have :lately .ob<
~tained ‘an’ A&t of Parliament,: whereby -an

- Affidavit before: the chief Magiftrate of any
- "Town or Borough, is 'made equal to vivé voce

‘Evidence, for ' the Proof of their : Acconnts,
however unjuft or.miftaken ; and. the Nature
of :our ‘Eftates (which: have from our firft

- Settlement been ‘under : the fame  Circumftan-
- cesthat" ‘the' like Eftates are in England) are
‘altered by 'making our’ Lands {ubjet .to’ the
Payment of their Book ~Debts, in order to -

enable them to give us larger Credit, It will
not: become us, nor do we prefume to difpute

- awith: the Wifdom of the Parliathent 5 but we
- are juftly alarmed with the. Confequences.of the

additional Power the Merchants will -have now

_to opprefs ' us more than they have ever done

before ; and are apprehenfive. they. cannot. be

- reftrained but by the Laws of their own Cons

{ciences, -from. making themfelves -Mafters of

~ the ‘Eftates in :both -'the . Tobacco  Colonies,
‘unlefs we can berelieved by the Parliament.

'And we perfuade ourfelves, -that thefe .Colos
nies who employ above Four -Hundred Sail

| of Ships, ‘maintain more than Four Thoufand

-Scéamerj,‘comfu’méof the Manufactures of Great
‘Brisain v the Value of near half 2. Million

) S yearly,
/
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yearly, have fo ,'COnﬁder;ablg :a Share in- ﬁip—."

porting the Balance of Trade with Foreign |
Nations,-and raife: fo great a_Revehue-‘to;hg R
Crown; without being one Fafthing Expence

to our Mother Country, will'be thought wor-
thy ‘the Confideration of a’ Briti/b Parliament.
. ./Tothis ' End we humbly Propofe, that the

- Merchants “be . no longer folely’ trufted with

the keeping of Tobacco, but that the fame be
depofited :in ' Warehoufes under the Lock’ and

Key of. the King and Merchant 5 that :a-ll
the” Duties “be reduced. to Four Pgn,_ce - "Three -
Farthings the Pound,  which'is the net Duty,
‘at " prefent, . after diféounting the Fwenty |
~ Five per Cent 5 that:no Bonds be taken for
fecuring . the -Duties upon Importation 3'that
“all Tobacco, be weighed when it is' Janded; -
“and " weighed - again “whén fold and delivered
out to the Retailer or Exporter ; “that fuch ‘
Retailer :pay down .thé: Duty.: according: to -
the.laft Weight, and only remain anfwefable'to
the Merchant. for the Overplus of thé Pfices .

that -all Tobacco, be exported Duty-free,- and

the fame Time allowed for. Exportationidsis J
now ; -and that fome . feverer Penalties’ be
~annexed to the relanding .of “T'obacco dehvered \
“out for Exportation, or felling it at home_ 3 By
, this Method no Alteration will be made’ in re-

fpe& to- the ‘Duty, but that will be better

 fecured, and cannot fail of béing encreafed by o

‘fupprefling "the Multitude of Frauds, which.
muft needs arife from ' the Merchant’s_having §

_ the Tobacco in his Power, and_’,'bpndlf}githﬁx |
Duties : Many Perjuries will- be_‘prevem;egl, é

: () o

. the Merchant will then have no Intereft in
leflening the Weights, but for the fake of his
Commiffions will fee that Juftice be done to
the King and the Planter, and the Cuftom-
Houfe Books will-be a Check upon him if
he does any wrong ; the Planters will be able
to chufe their Merchants for their Probityand

" kind Treatment, and not for their "Riches or

Credit 3 the Sword will be taken out of their
Hands, and. the Balance held ‘more equally
between themand ws. =~ -
. Yet we cannot doubt, but many Objec-
tions. will be raifed  by. our Enemies to this -
Scheme, and terrible Confequences  muft be
foretold, to follow upon it, even with Refpect

- to our felves: But however that may be, we
* have ‘this Confolation in being. affured, that

we cannot be in a worfe Condition than we

. are-at this Junéture ; and if the Trade thould

not be: reftored to a better, State, we.thall- at.

leaft be fecure in our Poverty, and be de-

fended from thof¢ who feck to undoe us.

e Sigs ,c;d Vin“'tbé Name zmd ‘.Bel'm[f
of the Council. ~ ..

o ROBERT/ C%ARTE’R',' Prc;ﬁdé;zt. |
Joun HvOI;L’OWA:Y., S}c"akerof'
the Houfe of Burgeffes. -

: FVfZZiazﬁSZ}urg; Jﬁncv .

28, 1732,
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VINDICATION‘

OF THE

Reprefentatlon of the C A S E of_f

- the Planters of Tozacco in
Vi irginia; ‘made by the General
Aﬂembly of that Colony

HE Trade of the Tobacco
- Colonies is juftly account-

" cial Branches of Trade be-
' longmo to Great Britains

it raifes to thc CroWn “of the Share it has
in b.alancmfy the Trade with forelrrn Na-

| tions; of the great Number of- Shlps and
|l Seamen \Vhich are employed in it; and
| the Confumption it occafions of the Ma:
nufaltures of this Kingdom. And who-
| ever will take the Pains to make an En-
: quu y into the State of this Trade for forty -

Cc . .Ycars

T T T oy, A T OSSR

T e o ST R

Y| ed one of the moft benefi~ |

- on account of the Revenue




Years palt, muft be convinced, that ithas | ving fuch as have been found gty of 4%
all thar Time. (fomefew Years excepted) | ny: Corruption :6f5“*1‘fé<*1ig'énéé’g”“‘ Tk
taboured under the moft fingular Hardfhips | But. the "L‘ég:iﬂ"atufg of Vzrgmzd:m 2

A A - AL /. ) dd

that can be imagined 5 and will have Rea- -

" fon to wonder how aPeople, Who poflefs
fo fine a Country, could have Parience
enough) td carry it on, :witheut] turning.

their Induftry to fomething elfe thatmight -

be more advantageous tothem. .. -
.. But thiey have flattered themfelves from

Timie to Tist,

¢hiefly-oécdfioried by certain Abufcs inthe

Paymerit; of. “the 'Duties: with :whichi‘this

-that their Diftrefles, * being -

i

late Deliberation, being fatisfied that noné

| ofthe Expedients that have” hithirto been .

fallen ‘Gpon, have had the good Effect thist
‘Was expetted s and that  they " had litr]é
Reafon' from the late Condudt ‘of forme of
 their FaGtors in Grear Britain, to'hope for
athorough Reformationof Abufes by their
Afiftance; thougheit nccellafy 1o lay open
-their Grievancés, and 10 feck Relief tipdn

‘juft Reprefentation of their Cafe, which

- Commodity is -loaded, by . runuing great
Quantitics without paying any Duty, and.-
- fome badManagements among themfelves,
might be relicved by a properRegularion:.
...Accordingly feveral Methods have been
attempted in-the:Colonies to oblige: the
‘Planters to maké good Tobacco, arid:ro,
prevent the Expartationof what. is not fic.
~for any Market, which isall that is in-their
~Power.to-do ; the Parliament-in feveral

“Has lately‘appeared in Print,” and’ béen'pre
Jented *Ovth¢-~f<3°nﬁd;cratibg;_Qf"theﬂl?ﬁbﬁtkq

- “Thatundutifil Paper:hasBeen long tal-

| kedof abour the Ropal Exichange; béen
“branded as the moft fcandalous and ground-
es Libel that ever was formed, and ‘afi~ -
-worthy- of any  Regard ‘or Examinationi's” )
- -andhasgiven QccafionitoAbundance of Ri-
dicule and Abiife upon the, Perfon who
‘came over 'to. fupport i; as Well from thofe
- who know he defetves.no fuch Treatment,
- asfrom others who are willing totake eve
- 1y thing for granted that is faid on.one Side-

~Reigns have made Laws for advancing the

“ Trade, and.preventing Fraudss and thofe

*who have: had the Dirc&tion of Affairs in

* the Treafury,have endeavoured to enforce.

‘thefe Laws, efpecially of late, by. caufing

* the Condué& of the -Officers of the Cuftoms

 to be more fri@ly lock'd into;. and remo- §
T , - ying

cof aQueftion. < - - :
..~ The Authors of it did not ex é’c tha

- -every Gernitleman in the Trade iv'oﬁx?ldiv look:
“wpon hiimfelf to be affeted by the Charge

zs0rcom
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it contains,, becaufe they. loft. &00“‘.'5‘_"-
Exceptions to the . Charafters of - fuch-ag
weie ahoye-the: bafe Praftices they com-
plainof 5, aiid, the more, bécaufe moft of

PREL R W Ry

Fhis SOFL.., (o yn oyl
K "I?fgéyl%ixéw'Vé,i‘,«?;WjCﬂ:b?\Y;@Q?; of their
 own Meribers, about four, Years ago, at
deveral of, heis, General. Mectings, prefied
gliem fo-join.in an Application toalterthe.
‘Mcthod of colle@ting: the, Dy

Reafons, there ‘mentioned

e

L

defire - it;

01 the fame Account, the Necellty ob
“fome Regulation. . Sothat they have heard

of thefe” Evils before, and: are the miore:

‘incxcutable for laying afide all Regard to

‘their Friends dbroad (who. have been al-
‘{owed upon other Occafions.to. deferve. a

 kinderTreatment,) only becaufe they have

prefumed to complain of a’ Mifchicf fo.

~ netorious. . .. :

" But{ince they;ii;r'étfd firongly united, not.

" only among themfelvés, which rarcly hap-
onl} among th s 3 MR ~“pens,

~ them Hayeat {oine time or other.complains -
‘ed:to their Correfpondents of the Iniquities
R A 150 TR ARRT )

‘thebad Bvents in the Trade, to Frauds. of -

ti¢s for the -
efite. ity Lbelieve they |
nformed of another,, who-isnow - {
jen, and.has a Shatein the. pre- |
pofition,. that has lately urged.up-
. Account, the . Neceflity of:

P oy

e e S e e B e S

penis, but with.the Retailers of Tobicco; .
- (whole Intereft kfuppofe isas differént from
the Pianters; ' as that of the Buyer and Sel-

| leris in other-Cafes,) to oppofe any Al

teration in the Trade's: and-cry, dloud: for

| Proofs of the Facs that are alledged againdt

“them, and tend fo much to-the Difionour
of their Body; it will be neceffary to.illuf-
trate the general Articles of that' Paper,

| and-to thew, how far they can he made
- out s and therather,. becaufethefe Geritle- |

men. have been fo fortunate -as to raife a
‘great Clamour in the Nation,; and to make

‘them believe that their Liberties are con-

cerngd in this Queftion. . ;.
It.will'be confidered how difficult. it is

ina Cafe of this Nature, -to: bring a clear

Evidence of. many Inftancesof thefe Abu-

fes; -becaufe People ‘who-combine to do
. any Milchief, will take:Care to have ‘no-
| Witneffes againft them, andare under ve-:

| 1y ftrong Ties not to difcover ‘one another:
| But ithappens that that Perfon, whofe
| Name is mentjoned inthis Complaint, has
left a Record againft -himfelf among his

own Books.and Papers,; of -his Method of
dealing at the Cuftom Houfe 5 whereby it

| appears, that;in one Ship’s Loading of 310
Hogtheads; -in the Year. 1727, he defrauded

s R

- the
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the Crown of near one Seventh Patt of the Hbds» C. ‘Q L
Dutxes, by falfe Weights at the Keys. - - 758160 85 .
: An Account of which is thus abftracted L " 43 ;5' e .SO-{
: and fated, every ArthlC com:ammg th@ ; | '."_.-‘68-: ZI o 34-
| Wezght of Ten Hog[heads - 78 27220 0 "83)

52,018 5y
o 6O 13 ! 5"_:767
. . ,53 8 “'-:'64.5?
i 6s 2270 PO
S 6F 0 18 v 8y
R 1% 24, o g3
60 2 O 610 T8 .
' 'f "27:‘ 18 - 4’ 75' L

1779 6‘59‘r 2054 a 18

W’ez Bts ac‘cordmg to | |
- the Land-Wazters Tme }Vengtsq |
Books, 3

Bds. c Q L C Q Lf‘fi?'
lyxo 5637 56 1 23
R 53 225 590 3.
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4.9011, 55 2 3_"
"av. 53 3. -09‘;‘ 59019 -
v 541 I+”Tﬁ”ff55 214
- +9A0523f57*“5$°f5if33f

s a;ésf&-29»84f7?ﬁflz*zii?ﬁ
gy,; al '58'3:r8a4<_ 7ror e |
- ‘66 F 20 1 '?8#3 31
63 sf‘4“ﬁ’ S65r &

: 49~2‘f7f 87 37 TL

"47'3 8 os83 a0 O

Sivh 50 2«14 i 600 2‘0
o Bin arse
7% 271-':?*93 o 14

B e T 2'15?‘7 |
T ~x‘74rzﬂ~2 s r$2 327 |

' T hc Total of thc Dxﬂ'crence amounts'
! to 30,893 futflc Pounds, and ‘the. Duty of
| fo much was faved to. the Fabor, who,
| if he managed as well when he cxported
| this Tobacco, might very. 'eaﬁly gam as
much more ‘in chentures
A further Evidence of F raud of the fame -
' Kmd may -be juftly inferr'd from the exe
v'txcme low:Weights of great Numbers of
‘Hogfheads in fome Loadings; which will.
appear by: fomc of thc Books of the Land-_
Waiters. - : :
Another very ﬁaorant Cafe has by Ac-; |

c1dent been dxfcoyercd and happens to
be vcry recent.

A
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- "A Tobacco Merchant ftood bound. at:
the Cuftom-houfe in feveral'Bonds, for
more than 40001, and the Time allowed
for Payment was near expiring. Upon

" the Arrival of another Ship, he offer'd to

‘ciiter 300 Hogfheads; ‘to- pay down the-
firft’ Subfidy, and give Bond with Secu-
rities for-the reft of the Dutics; but the

Merchant was not at " all difcompofeds

went away, and ina few Days brought

ready Money, paid down all the Duties;-
and of courfe-was allowed the Difcount:
of Ten per Cent. ' Soon- afterwards he

fhipped off the fame 300 ‘Hogfheads;: |

fomebody was -provided to fwear they

were the Tobacco for which -his Bonds:

was given, and Debentures were obtained

accordingly for upwards of ‘sool. more

"And 1 think fuller Evidence ‘of Fraud,

-as ‘well upon the Importation as Expor-

men will immediately fay, that it amounts

" to no more than to prove the Guilt of

- two or three Perfons; and “the Reputa:
tion of the Reft of the Body muft not

_be ftained upon their Account. .~

o fwers

SR

fiwer ;. that there arc Perfonsto.be: found,
who. will prove the fame. Things in:mat
ny Inflances, and. in.a continuall’ Seriesy

| Provided they may be fecured againtt rtens

tioning Names,. whereby, they muft betray
| Eriendthips; and; perhaps ruinFamilies. +
| And Ithink entring intg:a firié Bni

ties fort Dut ¢ | quiry about.the Matter will be altogethes
‘Officer, who was to judge ‘of the Secu- '} ‘ 0 willibe alcogedhet,

| unncceflary, if-the:Price of FTobacco fold
e ) : cellary, it the:Price of : “Fobacco fold -
rities, thought fit to rejeét them. = The ' 0:{old..

| with the Duty on for:the Home Confump-
| tion be compared with the Price of what
| is-fold for Exportation; almofti in dny ' Year
| that can bementioneds o o

Pl

 For Exampl, in this prefent Yeat Tox

| bacco’has becn. {old : to Foreign ‘Buyers

from . Two Pence Halfpenny ito Three
Pence Halfpenny ;. and: nothing' lefs than,

5. Yot atthlsjnn&ure, . thc bei’c Oronoko

'll’lolgccmscf@? to Buyers inLondon, for
' e as Expor- § the Home Confumption, for Seven Pence
titioni will not be required? But Getitle- § @-Pﬂundé-f:Whi&h;-is?ﬁ?ﬁ;ie‘éﬁﬁ,fgﬁg

| Denny. Halfpenny. without' the  Duty.
| Now is-it’ poflible to fuppofe, that any

Man will takethat Price for-any Commo»

‘ | Agit‘y, t{_lat rrll};cly e {old for another Mar»
D Tt ccount. -~ .. F kerat TwoPBenee at leaft, -without: {ome
- +iTo this I'will onlng;vc a’_GeneraLAn-r‘l | very weighty Reafon: And the Reafon is

D phin:
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plam Thofe that do this have obtained
Debentures for the full Qlannty of theit
: Entnes at the Cu{’com-houfe 5 md what

vvvvv

f“ Fadod

: by Eraud clear of Duty., :
I will mertion. further the Methods of ,
carrymv ‘on:thefe: Frauds;« as I h:fVe been
“informed ‘of® thiem;  both by Péople ‘who.
have been: Tobaeco Merchants themfelves,
 their Book-keepers: and Servants.:

e Upon:ithe- Amval of Vi’ th‘p, the‘

4, Owner: applys: to 'two' ‘Land-Waiters;
. “s=whofe }?uend{hlp hé can'rely ‘upon; ‘to
< know if they can be: appomted to Land
" Jiis Tobaccog dnd ‘if dt happens that
Eat they ‘are-not at Leifure;” ‘he will delay
. it fill they'are difengaged.’ ‘Thén they

4 swﬂl tfakeall: @pportumnes 6 fet down |

i theirBooks asdnany” hundredfPo‘unds
| Iefs than:the ifrue Welght; ss tlie Hogl:
- < head will bear.  If it is a Hogthead of
«an uneommonWelght of athioufind or
¢ eleven hundred, they ‘will enter it fix
< or feven hufidred’; ‘and.a' Hog{head of

<. feven or -cight hundred fhall be' enter’d _

¢« atfive.or fix: hundred 5 which ‘are fup-
< pofed to' be the “ufual Wexo‘hts of a
<. Hog{head of Tobaccos: but upon avery
s hght Hogfhead. they. will perhaps otly

€. dedu& ﬁom 10 to 25‘Pound5'f All

o ( 27 5
< whxch is done ds Time and Opportnn'ii

.

« -tics offer, without: bemg dxfcoveled by

< the Land- Surveyor. g

<+« The Coopers take “all Opportumnes
¢ of drawinga Sample fiom eight 1o ten

Kt Pounds out. of a Hodhead before it 1s.,'.

. weighed, whichthe Land-Walters lel :
- not’ fee wheni: they a1e 1n the IntClCﬂ: of; :
¢ the Metchant: = . LEaRa

1k The Wexghers t00; s’ often as theyb

<. can,  will ‘give -a: thort- Welght ‘to ‘the,

-« Land-Waiiters, tho’ they never et them

¢.know: any Thing ‘of it s 5 bat they’ take-
<« .'Care’ that :the Merchants Agént 1ha11

N

.‘-‘e':have Neotice ‘of thofe Ho°{heads, by gi-

¢ ving himthe Landing Numbet of them,

~«..which is called the New' Number. - And

€ as-it” is always in thé Power: of the,
«-#Weigher to:favour the Merchant, they
< feldom fail todo it, knowmv thcy fhalL
¢« be well paid for their Clvﬂmes. .

- When the Land- Waiters: fettle theu:
$<»~.Books with: the Sh1ps Husband Who

<< is the Merchant s Agent;’ if any two ‘of |

¢ them’ agree in thexr Account, the: thlrd
¢ alters his:Book: to make it agree thh

¢« theirs: So if ‘the Husband has but onc |
« '»,Land—Walter in his Intercﬁ thcre isno,
“ doubt of ‘a-Fraud : Then if the Marks
“« upon ‘the Hogfheads are cut.out, thére
“:is no Danger of Proof in Cafe of an In-
4 fommnon. Thefe
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- Thefearethe é/lethods ufed upon an Im-
por;auon,, and. L have the- fdllow‘mg Ac-
. equnt of; f\vlgat is, done-at the Exportation:-

-7« The Importer endorfes on: the Gock-
;f .et by which; he receives his Dabenture,
% the Hog{hea@s with the new: Marks,and
"“ adds to'the Weight of every light Hog-
-« \{head as much' ag will: make it amount
% ta the ordmayy Weight; of -ether- Hog-
 “’fheads : And to prevent:d Difcovery,
< he takes Carte to-haye: the Deputy Sear-
“ chers in- h1s"rlnt;e1eﬁ that ' thofe: Hog-

e fheads may,-net be weighed. *; But- it is'

o ¢ . npt the Guftom to weigh more thantwo
e or three\HQg{heads ‘outof the Number

“ to b, éxported, and ifthey:agree with

s tbe Welo*ht ‘endozfed on the: Coeket, it
“ istaken for granted the wholg is right.
., 7« The. Importer farther takes:Gare to
o« apply his Debentures to:the - dnfchaxgmg
ok Bonds. of, the oldeft Date 5 thathe

« may haye the Ufeof a. coﬂﬁderable Sum §

«. of Money withiout paying Interéft,which

, “: yhave the Beneﬁt of the: Difcounts allow-
Ced for prompt Payment 1ipon thefe old
e " Bonds ; which is effected by paying:down
¢ the- Duties on’ ‘one’ Ship’s Loading, - by
“« exportmg it at. a convement Txme, and

" 3 Tl chawmfr

'; t“l But he docs not reﬁ here; he mui’c
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« drawing back out of the old Debt a Half

|« Penny a Pound more than was pald

*‘This' fhews there is no fuch Abfurdlty

inthe Letterﬁom a Membeér of” Parhament :

to his Fnends inthe Country, as'is charved

‘upon it by a pubhck-fpulted Letter pub-
,lﬂfhed in the Daily Fournal, Marchz.

- It appears ‘to have been'doné in one of
t*he Calfes above-mentioned, and muft be
gene1ally the Confequence of d;fchargmg
Bonds given for the Duties of Tobaccoim-

| ported at one Time, by ‘the Exportation

| of what is ‘imported at another ;

‘which

| is-openly avowed 'by every body to bethe
f Pra&me, andthouOht to be very reafonable ~
| by fome, who fay the Trade cannot be
| carried’on without the Credit \Vhlch is ob-

| tained by this Expedient, and that the Ads
| of Parliament -’ rélating to thefe Duties,

| plainly intended fome Advantage of thxs
| Sort tothe Merchant B

“But whoeverwill look ﬁpon theForm of

Debentures in-the Pott of Londsn, (how
‘g ';s the Occaﬁon of fuch great Sums be— | they-are in'other Ports Idon'tknow,) will

| find it very difficult to -acquit the Perfon

who ‘makes the Qath, of Petjury: Per-
haps barely giving Credit without Inrereft, -
may be no greatleadvantaO’e to the Crown
dnd'a proper ‘Encouragement to aMer-
chant who paysa great deal of Money eve-
ry Yeax at the Cu&om Houfe : Yet: that
o -~ Mer-
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iM‘er chant who will not be contented to be
ot uﬁed wrthout lnter eﬁ but erl by fuch

'Cem“ for uﬁncr 1ts Money, muf’c be looked

. upon asa very unreafonable Perfon.  And

this is certarnly very: often: the Crown’s
Drfadvantage in thlS Particular : But fome-
times it is turned very much to.the Injury,

of unfortunatc .People, ‘who happen to, be <
L Nét 30771b ‘and were fold .at Dzmkzrk

bound as Securmes in thefe. Bonds, in thxst

Inftance, ‘that fome whofc Bonds ought to
have been cancelled the Tobacco for

which they were grven berno a&ually cX; -
ported, have been unprrfoned by Extents; . |

becaufe that for which they ftood bound,

other Bonds.

“This Specres of Fraud, proved to be |
the Merchants 1
~only, ‘aggravated’ by what may ‘be. - pre-
fumed  to.be done in the fame Way in §
rother Ports, becaufe it is a5 eafy, is fuch;
an Injury as the Planters, who. are to be.

pra&rfed in London by

.......

any. more. ...

therr Stocks.in; this Manner

and Oﬁe’ﬁd whrch is exported to no

. But. fome of the Tobaccom{’cs hke-,i

wrfe employ their Talents .and .improve,
‘They fend,

cut Tobacco from Eﬂglaizd to Dzmkzrk

(31)

_other End than 1 receiving the Drawback.

- This cut Tobacco, if it may. be. 1o, called,

is'made up of ‘Stalks. ‘flatted and fome

- bad Leaves, the»Refuie and- Sweepmg of

pe&ed upon very

théir Wareoufes, out of which. they’
place the faireft and. moft ﬁghtly at the

. Top and Bottom of the Cask, the reft
a bemg chreﬂy Duft and Sand. A Sample |
| of 'this Sort can be produced Whlch is

Part of- Five Hogfheads that ‘weighed

lately at Three Farthxngs a Pound by a
Mafter of a Veﬂ'el Who declared his
Orders from hrs Merchant Were to throw

it"over’ board if it was not’ Sold, and
| 1016'Pound was allowed' the Buyer in
was \vronOquY apphed to, the Drfcharoe of |
| which, 11 Hogfheads of the | famne fort
ha‘ve ‘been carried to the fame Place.

that Qlantrty for Sand and. ‘Duft ﬁnce

" Befides thrs, it has always been fuf=
‘sood Grounds, that

grede antrtres, after bemq ﬂupped off;

“and landed in Fo dreign Parts, are brounht
|} back ' again and ‘run a fhore 'in Gi”ezzt-
‘confidered as the Fair Traders in this |

\ | Britain ; and, as it “happens, it.can be
‘ Cafe, would be too fenﬁble of Wrthout- :

proved ’ that there are conf’cantly Eight

| or Nine Sloops ‘or other Veflels, ﬁ;om .
30°tO 6o Tons, that go backwards and
| forwards- from ]relzmd to Dzmkzrk ma- -

kmg Three or Four Voyacres at leaft ina

1 Year They go xn Ballaﬁ and load with"

e Tobacce
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Tobacco, cafrymg from 30 fo 50 H"'"(ﬂ

‘heads eich 5 the Tobacco i ﬂ’upped from

Lordon in. Tlme for-their ‘Krrival; the)&‘
break upthe Hogfheads: and’ rcpack them
W1th Prefles they have for that Purpo e
in Bales of 100 Wexght each,“not unlike
Bales of Tinnen; they. t

of Loading, and’ Charter” Parnes with

therey for theéir Security when ‘they put
into any. Brztyb Ports 5 -for they. gene-
tally proceed firft” for the Englifh

_‘s\..»«

there, they go on. to. Irelzmd

“Allwhich’ fummed up té)gethef wn:h‘ '

‘the more ‘iriconfiderable Frauds commita
ted: by’ Saylors, ‘who. run fmall Qt_lantl—
ties from moft. Shlps, make’ fuch a coms
phcatéd E¥il“asno Tradg in. the Woﬂd
¢an ftand ‘againft; and T hope. thofe
<who are 1o avelfe to any, Enquiry into
thefe Matters, if notwithftanding they

fhiould happen to be conyinced of fuch §
pérnicious. Praltices, will at léaft think.
it ‘reafonablé to’ hear ‘with: Patience. the |
Pro ofals ‘that are. oﬁ‘ered,,to reileve if

CA

P ople who Tuffer 10° rch by, them. |

| Market ‘may be fupphed With ‘what 7

TS TR TEITTAU T LT

Coafty |
and as Opportumty offers, fell what they |
can 5 but'if they don’t do ‘their’ Buﬁnefs I

ake their Clear= |
~ aneés. for B‘zllma, and ake falfe: Bills

| in Intelei’c with the Buyers.
Planters Misfortune upon thefe Occafi-
| ons will be much more Confpicuous,
'from a.View of fome Accounts in feve~
| ral Years of which I will glve an Abmdma

e fee, by thefe. Means, a- Foreign § K follows, ,

called L
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called T'obacco, at fo low a Price as muft

neceffarily deprécidte the Value of a bet-
ter Commodity. E*(penence puts, it
paﬂ: doubt, that a Man who has a ‘Quan-
tity of any Commodxty which pays an
high Duty, without paying any thmg,
‘will fell'at any Rate, in order to be pre-
ferred to others who don’t take the fame -
Meafures: and by the Frequency of fuch

fiftitious Coiifignments to & Merchant | 'Bargams, every body is at laft reduced

to fuch a Price as muft Difgrace their ~

| Managemem: with their Correfpondents ;

while the fraudulent Faftors can aﬂ'ord
to allow thofe that confi ign to them
fomething out of their Frauds, o' as to
make theirAccounts appear much bét=
ter,and thercby raife a great: Reputatlon
Abroad for out-doing their - Brethren;
‘which enablcs thcrn to do more: Mrf-

_ chxef

e 8 beheve there are Gentlemen in the
Trade who have heretofore accounted
in this Mapner for fome very bad Sales,
when none fuch have been rendered by
others who were much inferior to them

But the

E B Dr-‘.
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| Teﬂ Hog/%eads

‘,Dutles, Frexght and othcr lg s d
- Charges;.. L 65 15 7
Commxﬂion, at 9. 1 half pef ;,‘_i $15t
Cc:m:Q : . SO

| ‘:"7:_,1b at Id s
Debentarés and othcr Al-

16 6,’!

'DUUCS: Ff@lght and othez{ a ‘Allowanclefc‘)r \Damagé 16 IO |
sChargesy« oo l652 ;24 L v Hogthéa satzd. 46 10, 1015.
Commlﬂion, at2 1 halfpezr,“, i B Hogﬂiéﬁds at1d, -.___9'3, 99
-Cent. on . 694 4, 7 oy byeca | i Ho Ihead'at ldz | 3 '4"10»:; .
Net PIOCCCdS,) S ‘5 Hog{heads Abroad; ‘;':‘9.2 16 Io,} |
S e iGemnaie DL Hog{heada,tSZZ‘u 53,’-,5_‘.14 19 .3
de s et A T L 46 Hogtheads at 1Y - 45 6 .o
Sre el LR R T '3 Hogﬂleads at 1 d,_s_ . .10 142
Drawbacks, 59"’0‘ .52 2 4
S




of the fame . Sort
be - infﬁczcnt to ihew that the Pla: 1ters. |
_miay be brought in Debt at.one Time,.

“Other Accounts mwhc be roduced

but thefe. two will

dbd have fo low a Price at anobher, that’
- itis 1mpof’ﬁble tofubfiftupon it And fo
. 1ong‘hs the' Frauds and Abufes from

wheng¢e. all this Mifchief is derived, can

Be committed with that Eafe, whwh we:
fée they x‘nay in the' prefent Methods of
the Cuftoms, they can’t hope to be ina
a better Condition,” =~ -
~ Surely the Multitude of Frauds whlch
-aré admitted by fome to be prafifed- in
. all Trades where there are hig h,Duues,
- thodgh hot fo cledrly brough 1ght
- énriot be thought 4 ju{’c Reifon for « op—
Pofify 4 Reformatxon of "thofe in one

rade of fo much, Confcquence, ‘which
; d L

ddhnot. iubﬁ
contmuc._- _ ,

From- thnc«e piocceds” that anl
‘Twhxoh notv appears on all Sides :to Te-
~ dover the Trade of the Sucar Colonies,
 but thé Advantage amﬁnor from it to
Grmt-Bmﬂm, yet if that be weighed

1f they arc {uffer

“in the Balance with the T'0bacco Trade, §
‘all' Mankind will give the Preference §
: ‘And whether an effe@ual |
Method to ﬂon)pel the Payment of thofe §
- v -Duties, § -

- to the thtf'

@
o«
«

{
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‘ "Dutxes -which have: been i Poﬂ'cﬁ' on
| . of the Crown for, fo. many Yiears, and aré
| - perpetuated. for ¢ dlﬁ'crengt Purpofes - by
-the’ Laws in being, is n

“a Remedy-as: what s propofed: for: the
“Relief of the othcr,( muft be fubmitted,
.+ The: next Article of Complaint; that *
T he ‘Fa@ors:Commiffions ‘afe:too - h1gh,
~fome other Charges unreafonable, and
taking to themielves all:the Benefit of
- Rifcounts unjufty- they will fay is with=
- out Foundation ; becaufe 2 certain :Au-
- thor  has latély : aven’d, ¢ That the To-~ -
4 ‘bacco - Merchants -

‘makée mo'. more i
Chaxges onotheir; Coneipondents than

:‘yl‘*g:what s :allowed: -and pratliced by

«. Merchants in:all Parts of the! W@yld

% (nay: they. omit:many Charges which
. %:are; gllowed in :ather. Trades)
«¢ they i are ~al{o-Charges which . -have
“ been pradtifed Time out of Mmd

1Y

-and

. with: Allowance - and : Confent, and
¢ never:do much as- complamed of;
¢ much <lefs difputed;, and are. now
- trumpt ‘up only to ferve a Turn, by

- awhich the: Author. .( whom 'he en-
«

¢ deavours to anfwer ). not:only ex~

“-pofes his own Ignorance, : but: the

« Ignorance of - hxs Prompter in ‘mer-
‘.‘*f‘cantxlﬁ Aﬁhus. SRRTEOS Slte
y Yeg ‘

a8 reafomablc ‘
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Yet I ‘will venture to advatice what
I have beet informed: of, and ‘know:
to‘be,v.th_e,Tru,th. in: Relatlon to this -

~ Mattet. .«'The Fadors Commiffion be~
~ing chdrged -upon the. ‘amount of ‘Cre<

dit:in “every Account, ‘appears €0 be
very confiderable” ini the two Actounts
befme 'mentxoned, ‘when - the Planter- 1sfj
brought ' ini:Debt, or has very litcle'-
for his: Tobacco, and T think theére it

_is teo ‘great ‘2 Reward forfo -bad &

Bafgam 5 but this is admitted to “be
~a juft Charge, becaufe 1t ‘has a long |

~ Cuftom: to fupport it.:

that théy are juft ; and, I believe; if
- the Matter:of * Fa& be: agamf’c himy any’
Precedent he can produce - from othef’
" Trades, or the Pratice:of a ‘few Yeats;
‘which he calls Time out ' of Mind, will
hardly prove that when ‘a4 Man' really

pays Five Shillings in any “Articlesy he
ought in  Account  to: charge double’ :

- QY treble that Sum. fo
1 will do the Gentlemen in the Trade'

the Juihce to fay, that fome of them'
in- thefe -
‘and 1T believe, if

are much -more reafonable
Charges. than others ;
‘at any of their Meetmgs ‘they - would

have g

A mg Vcry neag thc Prcﬁfnt}@}eﬂlon.ﬂ
~But T muft” difpute the Gentlemans X /
Averment as to*the reft; if ‘he Mean§

havefttld (39) B
ettled a reafonable Rat
‘Planters -which, ; ‘none of t?lfrspsvigllg' '
exceed, perhaps there had been no
Complamtx soabut . when', every..body
harges more -or . Icfs than “another: for
the fame Thmg, People are.apt. to. fuf "
ped fome. of ithem of -doing Wrong.;”
| In order * tg: flate. the. ‘Matter: truly |
It will ‘be neceﬁhry to fhew. two Ac-
gounts \Of feveral Sorts, one for Tobac-
co Sold in Town; with thefDuty “dndl -
the. other for fome Sold wn;hout the
Duty n the Years 1720 and 1730, bc~ |

‘i z £
v ¢ IOV e

Dr.
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: OId Subﬁdy of 739 1b T obacco, l d s

(41)
of %hzcco. L G!', 2 |

oatixd. o per Pound 25 pgr ,

Cent. dedudted, i 9. 6 2
.Cu{’com, at 54, one thll’d per
| Pound Bt 5 per Cent oﬁ'

13 192

__...‘_.-—-—‘-I

16 4

Entry, Landwaxtcrs and Blll
. Moncy, B
*Fre:ght, S
- Primagg; and,“pctty Chargcs,*
Cooperage and Portcrage, :
‘Cartage Home, 3
‘Warehoufe Rent,
- Brokerage,
- Tmpoft and Cocket,
Cuttmg,

[ T X

e

Bw b1 0B P 0 '-f';,, ‘-‘l

° ,_.‘-,, o

6 00 XNO.AWO

B "-o’ o O ‘OEQQ o » Q

E Comrmﬁion, at 2 one half per S
Ccnt. | o 9

: -

“‘19 {Q9}“},

TEUIITTITII LA

Sold o
S Suttl et iy
Tare, o 866’ 812, =
Damaoe, s '~3@ e RERRER
Draught and; SR
Tret P -9_6, !

Damage,

The Plantcr in cht upon Ba-’ i 9
lance, ﬁ I‘x 5

39 109
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pr ,' ‘Sz'x;H&gﬁééds of Toéacco.

,‘Per the old Subﬁdy 2 5 er E o -
l 3 d’ ”l"&d Cent. deduéted, > P a6 A
-Per Cuﬁom, 15 per Cent

diduded, T '98‘ o, .s‘

g : oldSubﬁdy of51901 )
. atid. 25 perCent.
' ' dedu@ed, 16 4 5 (
Cuﬁom, at 5§35 15 1)67' : FERE

.—..-

* Cent. deducted, 98 o 8 -Perthe Shlp for Iolb Tobacco R
Freight, G L damaged at 3 Farthmgs per N
; Entry mwards, Bonds, | Poing, , “ o "2‘;6

“Bill Money, - and
Landw&xtex;s, o 6;0-. ,
Prlmdge “and’ petty B

,_ Per Certxﬁcate for Allowance on
~1olb, deﬁroy’d at 1 half Penny
~ per Pound;
_Per one. Hogfhead Sold g
: o Draught T1et SRR
| Suttle ‘865 4ea-zz 0T
Net ‘848, at 2.4. half Penny,) 81276
Per 5. HOtheads Sold R
Suttle - 823 4 == 32 [ IS T
"Net »87;at 1d. 7'8ths” 6 211
Suttle 3531 161 5' o
_Net 3380, at Id half Penny, 21 2. 6

’ ‘—.—‘———- .

LR XD BN )

Charges, as. dd ‘O 13 6
Entry out, Searchers A T RS
o Fees and DC en",x,‘.,\ s il o

- Cooperage Inwards |
* and outwards, 2 5. 1.9 0 13 Osrtir
- Powerage Earfage, i "';.:zrs.;;;.i_»
" and Lightesage, 2. 0 12 ©
Warehoufe hire, and - .
Cartage,6s. © 1160

BIOkefage) 25 0120 gogof 150 &) 11'.

Commlﬁion on 15ol § 11,
. at two 1 half per Gent. 3 15 ‘

Net proceed 3 5 _9;. R
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By thcfe two Accounts it appears,

that -the Factor  charges - befides- the -
Duty, Frexght and Gox;@mlﬂions, for his
_,BxlSences on' bne Hogfhead 1335, 114,
_in ‘the firft,and in the laft'17s. 3 A and

in both the Charge of Entry i§ 6’ 4. lefs

thin is in moft Accounts; but the Ar-
ticle of Brokerage in’ the firft Account |
" for-Tobacco fold for the Home Con~

fumption, is charoed by very few 5 .wé
fee_a Difference in’ the two ‘Accounts |

- for Warchoufe hire,and-the fame Thmg,_
" may be obferved, I believe, in any Ac-
counts_ of two Me1chants that can, be |

proauced

And, 1 beheve, few People wxl'lit’hmk;
ch' favoured .in thefs

the Planters muc

, Charges . when ’they are” compared
- with what ‘is’ “left for. them ‘upon
lance ; but, the, Uncertamty of them, 1sl- |
moft eomplamed of.. " The People. of |
Maiyland made an 'Attempt very few
- Years .ago _to: xeheve themfelves: by
o fenamg a Perfon over, whom ' théy pro-
. poled to fet up for their Fador ; but he
“found it too. great a Task for want of’

Money and Credit, {o he returned.

~ The pnnc1pa1 Artxcle of their Coxﬁ-
* plaint was, that the Charges upon To- §
| b’a}cco was oo heavato be bome 5 and

o | an

SIR, ‘

s T T e T

(45)

| an‘eminent Merchant in the City, in o1

der to quiet their Minds-and give them
Satisfacion ‘in, this Particular,- wrote the

following Lctter to one- of hxs Co,r-
refpondentso et snid

Lﬂﬂdﬂﬂ, 1 5 Defemé 1 72 9.

R. havmg Ihew’d me Teve-g

¢ it plainly appeared that all the, reft -of

1 the Trade were a&ually out of Pocket,

ceven

| AV ¢ral Letters from his particular
K Fmends ; by which both he and T are

¢ convinced, how much it is expeGedand
| < defired by a-gréat tany -of his Correr
¢ fpondents, that he will make fome Al~
1 ¢ tération asto the CHharge in:the Account”
“of Sales 3 I was “very aeady, upon his
¢ firft’ ‘mentioning; it, - to-acquiefe: in gi~
¢ ving-our Frxends that Satisfadtion 5 Ppro-
¢ wded upon-a {ferious Calculation of the
M rcfpe&xve Articles which make: Aap - the
¢ faid Charges;  we, could find- -any one -
| ¢ which could be deffen’d, . without being
! K oertalnly thereby- L@ofers ouidelves; and
| by fo doing{ merit the Reflettion.of a
¢ whole Sett -of People; (moft of them of
¢ a much longer i’fandmg in Trade thin
- §¢us) for breakmg in upon:an old Cufton
¥ <out of private or finifter Views; when
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¢ even more than the Charges per the Ac-
¢ count: of Sales: Accordmgly Mr. = 57

¢and'T. havmv ferioufly conﬁdered the :

¢ wholesAffair, and gone over all the Ar-
¢ ticles which make up the Debet Side of
¢ an Account of Sales one by one, T Thall

- ¢ heredtate and reprefent ‘them to you, as.
¢ with Eafe and Ju{hcc they are d.cceoumi».

z,§~

& cd fori© -
| Amcle 1. Old Subﬁdy
'vwhat we pay in Cath 1mmed1atcl~y tothe
Cuftom-houfe, before we can {o much: 4

. Landa Hogfhead of Tobacco of azry "301&

' eu:her Sweets or Oronoko’s. -
- Art.2.All the other Diitiesw--is whatf
we call ‘the. bonded Dutles, ‘and “what
* we in the Oronoko Way - (1f offible: to
get Bondfimen) generally give Bond for,
beaaufe of Exporting it againy but re-
ally ’tis. fo: h
- whole Trade find fuch: vaft and frequent

~ --mf}. ms is

hard ‘and difficult, ‘and ‘the '

Inconveniences.from that Partxcular,that- 1
'the: CommifTion drifing on that Article,

(altho’ it feems to™ ﬁlck in {fome': Sto-
- machs) is the hardeft earned of all-you
giveusy Lam fure, that could it be done
, W1thout Lofs in the Oronoko Way, as it
is in" the fweet feented, a - great many
* would always. -chufe to pay down. the

B whole Duties in- Specie, rather than bé | -0 o

1 teafed

|
{

3 Wharfage andnghteraO’e 6&1 '

(a77) o
:teafed and ‘made g“reatly uneafy for
‘Bondfmen. - The Vi wgnin. Gentlemen
are’ in a full Conﬁrmatxon “of: this,; they
4ll doing fo, as well' as I or"any Body
elfe,. who import any fweet-fcented;and
.can poﬁibly raife Moneyy \hhxch they can
fooner do than Bondimen. SaT '

Art 3 is. Frelght Wthh wel pay full -

”fArt ‘G Marylaml DuthS,:DlttO. b
Art. 5. Primage- and Petty,lC;harges,

_nWhlGh fome charge 2-5. 2.d."others only

25 Ld, and 18 acCounted for ine thls
Manner. o R

Pri‘mag

v
/.'

fis'2:s..2d. as

M Per fy niln d \. cha.rged in
Hushanding the Shlp, 4d ﬁa‘j‘;‘s’“nt of
Watchmg &-Drink;&7%.3:4.9 « -

~Art.6. Entry Inwards; Bonds, Land-
Walters Fees, &C.i;s\VhICh we charge
‘15.6d. for,z and is accounted for. SR
& Entry inwards and Bonds;64.}.. - . .
Land-Waiters. Fees, . 3d.f .. -
Charges of Dmners,Break- -
faﬂts to. the Husbandand >I s 6d as
- Officers - while landmg charged
.tbe Ship; with other in--" | R
~cident Expences, '9d.J,; IR

J,~.,f_7'-i~ AERE P

B
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Art, 7 Entry Out, Cbckct‘ Searchers
:‘Pees, Debentures, as computed

- Cocket Money, &%= 7 34
- Debenturesone with another; 15.14
. Art. 8. Cooperage Inwards md Out-
,_'Wards, which -we chaige 25, R ) o
~ Cooperage on Board, a.tl YR
.. DittoTanding, 1 S. O 1 f 4. ab chiarged in
" Ditto OutWards, 9 dy 3 't‘;ccount'o Sales.
v Reﬁ:ﬁng and Hoops; 14/ '+ -
“Art. o: Portetape, Wharfage and ngh-
; terage, which we'charge 156 d. T
. Porterage, Rehoufing, andex~-'

Entry Qutwards and Searchers, 8 d% 1
Pt 24.

(I .”f
. IR E

. traordmary Rumagmg, 6 (} 3.
- Weighing and fhipping, - )
. Wharfage arxdl.ghtgrage Out
Wade RO SE o3t

At 16. W Warehoufe Rent and Cartage
'5.Cartage, which'isfiow " _‘-” o
15, 24, and formerly a
- onlyy I_s-
Warehoufe—Rent cotfis "

- puted: on};y for three
- Months, " STy

i-'6d

‘But we often keep it longer than ﬁx' |

‘Months.
.pay 2 5. 1f charged, < v L

‘when charged

oy | ¢ I doubt feldom the laﬁ:

“Art. 11 Brokerage, whxch we always | thefe Articles: are wanting.

{ caafe. this Gentléeman: fpeaks of a celtam R
Art. 12. Poftage of Letters the fame { Rule and Cuftom for thisCharge, ) have
: g : ‘-exammed a great many Acceunts, and

(49)

e Now thus I have: gone bver:and
£ accounted - for.as nedr ~as T~ can- ithe

¢ whole twelve Articlésinyour-Accdunts

“of Sales yi and,oin: T'ruthydeannot- fay

'} ¢ where with Juﬁ Reafon I.couldvileflen
| < dny. of them: Butis Régard ‘that M.

£mmme and: T thxnk‘ it may: fhewa Conde»,

£ icenﬁen and- ‘Readinefs ;incus to oblige
£ andpléafe.-our- Fnends he s will:-fhis
4 Year: :cutzoffia . in-the: 5th Artlcle'anﬁ

¢ make the petty Gharges: oiil 250 and

: ¢ oh:the 6th-ditto 6 'drand: for ma ake that

£ of Bntry Inwards' oiily. - 5. if any'of

£ themall will allow the Teaft Deduétion,
¢itdsthe: latter, becdufe fome Part of: the :

. Expence isuncertain, more or lefs alth’o’ -

From hence we. mav obfcrve What a

'(Farce thisTrade is;, and- how . People A

broad -are impofed upon. . "The Charge
upon €very: Hogfhead of Tobacco in this
Way of ftating it amounts to 1 58 2d.

o When 4t is fold for Exportation 3 and in
~» § the Account T have. produced: it is- ‘9d.

more when’ it was {fold for the Home
Confumption, the’ in-that-Cafe many: of -
: Now, be=-

4';_; i

can t
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scan’t-find thatany of them agrac in thefe

Articles: One Inftanee is given: before
Jin: the Account of the fix Hogfheads and §
“more: :might’ be glven 1f 1t wefe ne—‘
‘cefﬁ‘ary. Cevachopdiny L nnp i :

‘There fis:thé’ fa.me Dzﬂ'erenCe in Ac—

gcoum:s ‘of -what.ris “fold - for - the: Home

‘Confumption:;
from:another, and very oftenfrom him= §

~of to. oppofe ‘the Rehef thc To-"f‘f‘i‘,

€VCIY Faétor:: dxﬁ'elmg

Helf in. théfe Charges, ralﬁng and abatmg
fas they, think proper. ~ "
- 1 have an’ Account of the Year 16 94y

‘«'where all’ the; fmall- Charges’ upon: a
‘Hocrfhead of Tobaccoamounted to no | -
:miore; than 3.5 6 4. and, T obferve in all
‘the Accounts:of ra ‘Gentleman :who was
- in the Trade about Ten:Years:ago; ‘no

* more than 75, 84. charged, befides Bill

Money: Which isin my Opxmon a-very

“manifeft hvxdence that fomeiof them |-
~do wrong, becaufe:all the Expence:of

¢very Importation and- Expoxtatwn 4l-

- wayswas and.is fettled at a certain Rate

They pay for every. Entry In=""-

| wards, Bonds, Landwaiters Fees,and -
- Bill Money, ‘of ‘any Numbex of s (L
‘Hogfheads ‘more or lefs,.

95 ad

\vhxch was formerly dxvxded up--;

on the Hogfhead at 6.4 afterwards |

9d. and now double that Sum,w S
but I will allow, e RE A
L i Petty..,

(51)

. Petty Charges, — Whiifagd 3d.

B nghterace 3.d. Loading" 4d Ta--,‘»-f»-w

ring 14. Wel"hmg 3 d Portexagu g,a? B

| Husband 44 1 9 |

~The 64 for pr;maoe thcy never-- -
Pay ; —and'the 34. forf theTrade -

i’ unjuﬂ: becaufe’ the Money rall..“':fﬁ-.«_" B
edis applxed to the Purpofes of the "

Merchants, and now is’ 'made Ufe: il

bacco Colonies' deﬁre G
~Cooperage, -~ . SR £
-+ -Cartage’ 9'd. and Warehoufe Rent e

2.5, willmake them amp&e Satxsfac-

tlon m that Artlcle '_ R 29 :

il '7'

", Whlch is the moﬁ ’th‘at ‘ought in -
o Juftice t6 be charged upon a Hoﬂ_ i

head that ‘i hot’ exported: .
- The Expence of thipping Tobacoo off'

: added to-this; makes the Total of - the

‘;Chalge uponievery Hogfhead of Tobac-
| co, which' confifts of \Vhalfage, Ligh-

- terage and:Porterage again' g 4. Broker-
- age 2 5. Entry-out, Searchers Fees and

Debentules Wthh upen Lvery Entryr

amounts -to no more than 1. § 10, and
that . divided ‘upon ‘the Hoofhead ﬁom

‘:zp, to 100Q fhlpp’d off, may “withaut: any: -
SR T G2 nguﬁice
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Injftice be. computed at ©.s. which will

~make - but 3s..94. more, fo. that. the
‘whole Bxpence upon an: Hogfhead  ex-

- posted, ought not to exceed 1o, 9.4
. And becaufe: the. Merchants:do npon . §

all . Occafions -reproach :the Planters A-
broad, of the great Sums of Money  they

ftand. indebted to, them 3.1 would: beg
them to copfider how much their. Over- |
- chargesin. thefe: Particylass, and other
Wrongs for fo many; Years, would.a- §
mount to, and whether, 1f they were
- obliged- to;make: Reftitution, the Ba-

lance.of their Debt would be confidera-
ble.enough, to make. it neceflary to.ob-
tain an. A& of Parliament to'enable them
to recover if} . SRR P B

The Author:beforé-mentioned: fayS, .

« he-does not know by what Anthority

-« another Author- undertakes. 'to bring
 little Differences (if there be any) be~

« tween Merchants and their'Gorrefpoh=
. dents to the Confideration:of the Pub-

«lick,.becaufe. he. cannot. ber fo. weak
“.as.t0 think the Miniftry" or Legiflas

¢« ture will :E'ﬂioop.;fo lowas to concern

< themfelves in Affairs: of: fo little

Sl

“ Moment.. .

...And I agree with him, that this. Mat-
ter is not fit. to:take upiany of their
R I TIRE R . Time,

( 53 )

Time, nor are the People who: make this

" Complaint fo. bad Lawyers ‘as to defire
-an Act of Parliament, that' a:Merchant

fhall not charge his Correfpondent more -
than ‘he pays: upon: his Account 5 ‘but

- when they were complaining™of 4 Pabx

dick Mifchief, it ~was not improper. to |

| mention - a private Inconvenience, which -

will be ‘probably redreffed- when ‘thefe 5

| Gentlemen will be under a;'N?eééfﬁﬂy of

making.a new:Contra& with their Cor~
refpondents, from the propofed: Attera=

| tion. in ‘colle&ting the Duties and “till
| then tﬁhey«fkno‘w. they can’ have no Re-

. TheiDifpute. :about - Difcounts, will
with out doubt be imputed to -the #ir-
ginians as’a moft ‘abfurd: thing;  that
they: who have no Money. at all; thould
{defire Intereft:for any; . therefore it will
be neceflary to- ftate that Queftion - as ‘it

%

geally s L
- i-'The Parliament intended this Advan-
tage to the Planter; in default of his

| Ability, the Fafor takes it himfelf,

-which. they all agree 4s the moft valu-
able Perquifits. in the Bufinefs;: being
10 ‘per Cent Interelt for’ 18 "Months:
Then, as: the Planter gives -him an Op-

' yértuni:ty iof makin g fo great an Advan<

- tage
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tage of Money, he ought to take Care of

 1ook upon-the Planter as his Security for
.})Cl"l(z: :hePnever faw in his Life; and ,V\.rhe?
he fails, to refort to-him for the Prxn;lj |
~ pal Money, as well:as this high Inter;:fe;, .‘
“even when all the proper, Means. ,fqt- re«
~ covering it “have been negledted, yet

this happens: frequently ‘to be the Cafe |

 of -thofe that have no:Money : Or‘xlt'
| .gther Hand, it is firange tl.latAthqfc Peo-
“ple who have Money, which '_-fqnfft1m¢s
happens, and :appropriate. it to-the pay:
: 5§§ }Z_he -’Dut’ies, of "I%bacco; they fend to

Great-Britain, faould not find the.fame |

Account in it, which the Merchants fay

" they do.  But in-that Cafe; Men muft

be difcouraged from infringeing this valux
:gle PriVilgge, and be gopyinéc;d .,that_’,,n”o
‘Advantage at all can be made of Money
in.this Way 3 which is done by this Me+
thod. The Charges upon a Hog{hf:ad
~ of Tobacco, befides the Duty and Com-

miffigns; are about 3/ this the Factoy

always paid for every body, whether he |

has Money or not, in Confideration of his

- head may be computed generally to-1 54

| for this Purpofe, but the Faftor infifts,

. if

» ds- another ‘as obvious. - -
Commiffions; the Duty upon a Hogi- §

~ which is all that a Man ought to provide |

AKe Lare o | if he will entitle himfelf to the Dif- o
" the Perfon whom he trufts:it to, and not

counts, he fhall find 'the other 3/ too.

| Then for 100:Hogfheads of "Fobacco, .

‘1805 2. ‘muft be lodged in the Fafors

| Hands ;. when' this is done, another 100

‘Hogtheads-is fent the next Year, but the
former Confignment- is either not: fold,
‘or‘no- Money received upon:it, which
‘makes ‘it neceflary to provide ‘the fame

Sum again: So that in the Coutfe’ of very
flow’ Payments, which is much com-
plained of,a Man may keep 36607, cm
‘ployed conftantly  for the fake of the .
‘Difcounts-upon’ 100 Hogtheads, ' which
will"reduce-‘them  to ‘a fmall Intereft:

And"thén for' the fake of this Intereft,

‘he'miift truft” without Secufity, and has

| rio'Objedtion to make againft the Mer~
‘chant’s ‘charging him with the Lofs of

the whole; wheréas';in the other Cafe,
I faney’ there ~might be 'ﬁjméfRdom for -

“{ This is one apparent Difadvantage at-

“tends the applying of Money to this Pur-

pofe, upon the Fattor's Terms; but there

A Mah muft always lodge Money toan-

fwer the Duties of the whole |
‘Tobacco he fends, left it fhould, be fold
aHome':' But it may vary frequently hap-

Quantity of -

paa,




(56)

‘pen, that all, or great Part of it ‘may bé éx-
ported, and then the ;Wh(’)}leﬂ ‘Money, 01:{0
‘much asithe Duty of the exported :Tob.a;cb
‘amounts to, liesidle in the Fagor’s Hands 3
* which poflibly may be a Temptation to fell

fugh a'Man’s Tobacco - abroad; when' it

mighe be fold at Home: I mefition this

~ ‘not for the Sake of . making Réfleétion,

‘butbecanfe 1 have heard Men of Money

- complainofit: -

. Astotheg per Cent per Annum; which

_is another Occafion of Complaiiat, 1dodn-
 fift, ‘that the Tobacco Fagtors in, Londen
.never havingallowed gny-thing;

t .

Article to-one of . their..Corr

muft upon fomeOccafienhave done wrong,

~“becaufg it can be proved;that they are; paid
fometimes in- fix Months, fometimes. ip
‘ning, ‘and-very ofien  in. twelve 's: then
- without any Queftion; thg Perfon, whofe
“Money they receive,, if he is not.a Debtot,

- “isjuftly entitled to this Allowance in Pro-

portion as the Time .of Payment is to 18
Months, which would. be:very confider-

able.

‘Matters is, «that they lofe Money by their
“Ships, ‘and infure Debss for. thofe that de-

et for Half per Conz. -which is the leak

- Premium thatever wastaken inthe World.

(s

1 koW Very -well they Rate oo el

Reifon to compiain of Shipping ; it has
-undoubtedly ruinied many ‘in the Trade,
and Tdo'fiot think they, or any body - elfe;.

* will employ Ships conftantly in it upon the -
Terms they d6 now, if the Trade ffiould

be regulated as is propofed. v o
‘But many of their Lofles i this Aificle

are to be iniputed to the Iffiprudence of ‘

fome who fend' Ships to einulate others;

withotit a competent Intereft toloadthem; .
and the Geritlenien abroad know they have

| fecret Advantages, Which they never will
(onee” B depart fromi’y and therefore they beat down
upon that § theit Freights by way of Reprizal: - 7. -
fpondents, B - Wrhicteas “when 4ll Differences ate ad:

-3

| jufted; and their Profits afcertained, it can: - -
| not be fiippofed that they - Will. have any

| Caife'of Complaint inthis Particular: .
| The other Matter of infuring Debts i§ -

| not truly [tated; for they do ot infufe

| tefpondent” deéfires to be infured, they -

Debts for Half per Cent. only. 1f a Coi-.

| charge him Thiree per Cent: upon the foot
| of the Credit, including all the Duties, as

| S e e e i_x(ellff(')t‘}'l"bb‘a”ccé fold for the Home Con-
" But the Anfwer they always giveto thefe | (umption, s for that whiclr is exported §

theti they have Ralf per Cent: upon thofe
Butics, which they eithei doir't pay, or are

| hot undér apy Manner of Hazaid of lo:

I know §

H fing ;
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. ﬁng 5 {o: that they have {o much more than |
Half per Cent. in this Article; as-the Pro-—

portion., of the exported Tobacco is.more f

than the Home- Con(umpnon 3 wlnch, if

th(.) -Gentlemen . will -allow very great

. Frauds, may . be computed, as it always has
" been, to two Thirds ; but if there be no
. anuds, it is at. leaft five Slxths :

And if, as théy fay thenafciVés, thlS '

15/ not, fuﬂicmnt, becaufe they frequently-

lofc great :Sums-of Money, and, for. that
N Rcafon muﬁ have the Advantage of all the
\ Abatcments and Allowancesat the Cuﬁom
~ Houte-which were intended: for the: Plan-
. ter, to bahncc {fome other’ Dliadvantafrcs
 and Haxd{hlps he lies undcr, and accumu-
'~ late Charges they never pay. befides ;.1 do
ot know how:any body -but thcmfclvcs

can tell what: Premium:they: have for In- |
-~ furing, perhaps more than . cvex was. given

in any Cafe of cqual Hazard. -

Yet if this bc allowc.d to be one Inﬂancc .
of their Goodncfs to the. Phntexs, it.is ve- |
ry. uncettain how long it will; continue; §

for whenever they ccafc to charge the Half |

' pc/ Cent. a Pelfon \xho 1ma01ned kumfef

“under great Security. before, may be rnin'd,

bcuufc his Factor may fay hedid not infure
in that C’lfe s and I \V1fh fomethmcr of that

Soxt has not happened very. latcly
o , T he1e-
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‘Therefore the Planters have no- Reafon P
to be contented in this Particular. RIS AN
And there are: other’ mfupportable:

' Hardihlps ftill remammo which I agree-

are not altogether to be unputed to the=
Faétors,. ‘but -to. the Nature and Cir-

| cumftances of the. Trade, and fome bad:
" Cuftoms that have prevalled in ity on1y=f

in: London. .
Itis notonous, -that then‘ Tobacco is®

frequently plundered before it is landed 5
‘when ‘it is' weighed no more than Ten‘ ~
Pounds is deducted;and the reft pays the.
‘Duty 3 whenit is fold the Retailer muft
- have large'and unreafonable Samples,and
‘one 26th Part for Tret of what remains,’

clear of Duty - befides, the ‘Merchants’
muft have other Samples thch are keptﬁ
out of the Account. ;
Thisis clearly - ﬁated upon one Hog— .
ihead in‘one of the Accounts dbovc-men-—\
tioned, by which it appears that 739 /ik.
paid Dt,ty ; only 696 is wexghed to the

Buyer; and out of that 8 /. for Draught

~and Sample and 26 for Tret, is deduc-
- ted, fo there remains but 662, for which

the’ Plante1 receivesa very low Prlce, not
fufficient to balance the Charcres N
And the fame thing W1ll appeal

'fome Defrxee, I believe, in 2ll the Ac—

H2 - ‘ counts'v“'
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 counts: of -Sales in Londor, of which T

~will give. the following Specimen. -

120 Hoaﬂqeads paid Duty-for 1 516272,
of which only 14567 was delivered  to

- theBuyer, and out of that was: deduded

- 56 1 for Trets {fothe Planter:in that Ac-

count: paid Duty for 11 56 Pounds more

| | than ‘was {old,

8 Hoaﬁmeads paxd Duty for 6 3 5‘7 lzb,f
of whxch only 6221 was delivered to the

Buyer, out.of which was-dedu&ed 239

for Tret, wherehy the Planter: loft the |
- and to turn the Duties from the Faé’cor,‘
- that is,."the -Planter, upon the Buyer,
~ Bonds,iwe fee, ‘produce vaft Frauds, and

Duty of 375 Pounds, which isa lefs Pro-

portion than the founer ' But inall; the
Difference is fo great, that- whenever To- .

‘bacco: meets -with a:low.: ;Market the:

Owner of it muft be either broucht in

: Debt or have little or n@thmcr to fup-
port hxmfelf and his Family. -

* .~.Thefg are the other - Mxienes of thxs
‘ Txade, which have been. long known to
thofe who are Truftees {or- the Planters ;
-and it is hard, that:i in: all their Mcctmos
and Coniuitmons not one -Step. ﬂlould
be taken towards 1ome Refomhtxon ‘but
‘that the laft Refult thould be to pre[erVe
the old Methods, from whence no Good

can be expected, and to OPPOi\. InnOVa-~

tlunS ofevery Kmd.-- S

. Eftates 501
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| At s Pity fome of that uhhck Spirit
Whlch at this Jun@ure applz:ars 1o fp};el;l«
| did among them, fhould never be €XCrm"
| ted in Favour of a diftrefled: People, - by
~ whom_ mszy have -lived, and-fome got
| not to- fonward one Scheme,
- to propofe {fome- other, in -theit Opmx-—'
| ons more effe®ual, inftead .of crymg out
-~ againft-all- Manncr of Relief.

The Remedy now offered to thc W’xi-,
dom of the Nation, is to fubﬂxtute fome
ather Security in the Room - of - Bonds,

are complained of by the eminent Mer—-

chant* beforc—mcntloncd - as_one of the -
 greateft Dxﬁicultxes the Faé}or lies.under
| on Account .of Secyrities,” When they
-are deluded to become bound What De-
ftruttion . does it - bring upon fome of "
them, .and how many . poor Families do- .

we fee undone by it ? It is plain fio
what has been faid, how muc}f)l the Plag}

“ter_is.concerned. to get them removed ; .
: But there js. one Misfortune more, whlch |

}V{icu always remam, fo long as, they fub-
1

The Market mn f{allaﬂd whxch was

- § onme Of the beft in the World, is de-
] - ‘ ﬁloy’d

IR
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ﬂroy’d “confiderable Merchants have

" been rarn’d out of that T rade, and others’

difcouraged from' entering into it, be-

“caufe the Tobacco Faftors ufed to “fend
- great Quantities thither, after the Mar-
ket was {ufficiently furm:{hed befme by
their own Cuftomers.’

~ This ocecafions fo much lying’ contl-* .
.~ nually there unfold; fubje@s the Planter

. to a double Frelght and- Commiffion,
_ befides other Charges. ;- ‘and at laft. pro-'

duces a wretched Price: Which could-
not happen, if the Trade was not. ‘made’
. {ubfervient to the Neceﬂity of difchar-
ging g Bonds at certain Times, ; and’ draw- -
o ing “back the Money paid dowgl .
~ Changing, the Cuftoms fnto Inland*
‘Dutles, ‘will be placing the Burthen'
right, upon thofe who make 50/ per
Cent. of the Money they employ in
~ Trade, and don’t abate one Fa1th1ng to B

- the- poor Confumer on Account of the
Frauds. The Fa&ors will be eafed of
~ the Hazard' of’ 1nﬁ1r1ng Debts for fo
fmall a Premium ; by which, they fay,« |

they have - loft vaﬁ: Sums of Money ;

and it is. ftrange they fhould fill deﬁre_
to preferve fo greatan Inconvenlena

“As to the Obje&lons that are made

" agami’c it in re‘[peFt to. the Planters In-'

teelt
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tereft, they are groundlefs and l'ldlCll—

lous, becaufe nothmo can turn more to

‘his P].‘CJudl(,C than the prefent Method

of the Cuftoms, but deftroying or lef-
| - fening the Ufe of Tobacco; and I have. -

“not heard ‘the moft fober and experien= -

“ced Merchants fay any Thing of that Sort.

The only weighty Reafon I have heard
offer’d is, that No-body will tranfa& Bu-
finefs for the Planters, if - this' Scheme
" takes Place ; and without doubt, it will
. be a_ great’ "Affliction to- them . to part

with fuch good Friends; but it is hoped

-a fhort” E‘(pCI‘lCDCC will change their

;Mmds, and: convince them:of their Er-

tor i 1f not, the People . of Virginia,
~who have the Mlsfortune to differ from

Athem in’ Opinion 5 ;and: for -that Reafon

~are not-allowed to have. commion Senfe

in-an’Affair they have forne Pretenfions

Cto underﬂ.aﬁnd will be” “forced to.:own
their: Md’take, and will: undoubtedly de-
fire thofe- Gentlemen to. recewe them a-

gain under-their Dominion.

~ But in the mean Time, they deﬁ1e to
have the Reputation of knowing fome-
~ thing in their own Affairs, and of com-
plammcr upoii very juft Grounds, with-
out being led into it by the Contrivance |
cand. Artxhu, of the Miniftry, which is"
: unjuﬁly'_

EE
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"the ConfeqUences of ifs. SERTEEE S |
It is hoped the: NQUOH thmk
iemfel mjured by glvmg cafonable’
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A unxu{’cly anc‘l falﬂy reported - For . 1f’
e herc was any Thing that gave Occas
-+ fion to this Complamt,,beﬁdes the great |

Hardfhips herein fet forth, ‘which it

+ swould ‘have been a4 Reproach to bear -
' ‘any longet, :it was the. Failing of one
. confiderable: Merchant; * {fome injurious

Reports. about- the: Credit ‘of-. another;

and a certain pubhck Sile- at the Virgss
" nia €offeechoufe, which was advertized
- by mof of the Gentlemen in the Trade,

who wrote.. moﬁ ternble Accounts of

L 7
more Pi oﬁt to this

~ Neceflity of turning their. Induﬁry 1o

Manufa&ures, whxch they are. vety ca=
1’5& pablc of SRR | i

. brings: ;'m”gdorn than |
S ¥wo Men in it . W hishwill: not be the |
‘fCafe, if they {hould be driven to- the

|




