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‘PREFACE

T H E SE Letters ‘were occaﬁonally wrote

for the Information of a Gentleman in the

prefent Houfe of Commons, and aré made
publick at his Inftance, to fhew the great Concern
the Plantations (e(pecially the Hland of Famaica)
are to Great-Britain to encourage and preferve,
and to undeceive many People, who' are carried
away with a Notion of great Advantages, never be-
fore enjoy’d, accruing to this Kingdom, by ere&-
‘ing the South Sea C mpany, and thClr Tradmg on
the foot of the Affiento Contraét.-

If upon Perufal, anv Perfon (hould think thie Ser<
vice of the 1fland in Jamaica, is the View and In-
tent of writing them, he is not much miftaken,
for it muft be confefs’d the difmal Confequences,
unavoidably falling upon that Ifland from the
Affiento Contral, and the French being left with
the fhare they have thefe: late Years poﬂ'cfsd of
Hi fpamola, with the Liberty they now enjoy of
"Trading in the Sourh-Seas, were the firft Motive
that occafion’d the wention of fome thmgs there-
upanin Difcourfe, which afterwards were thought
Pmpcr to be fet in a fuller light, and cxp]am’d by
the following Letters, not altogether for'the Ad-
vantage and Intereft of Famaica, but for the ge-
neral Advantage and Intereft of Grewt-Erztam, by
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T PREFACE.

preferving a Very beneficial Trade we enjoy'd, in
licu of attempring one precarious in its Nature, a

- certain lofs to its Undertakersy and ruinous to the

moft gainful Branches of our Trade; for fheuld
the Englifb be difpoflefs’d of Famaica, which they
may foon be, if that Trade be ruin’d, however
fome People may believe, we fhall not only lofe
an l{land of very great Confequence to us in point
of Trade, but muft never afterwards expet to be
formidable by our Naval Porce, in that part of the
World, as we have been for many Years paft by
-means of that Ifland; for, as * Dr. Davenant has
juftly obferv’d, ¢ The lofs of 7amaica muft proba-
¢ bly be follow’d with the Ruin of our Intereft in
& America, . S

-In thefe Letters the Dangers arifing to famaica,

and other our Sugar Colonies, are thewn really to

proceed from the Encreafe of the French Power and
Settlements in their lflands in America, elpecially
on Hifpaniola; and 'twere heartily to be wifh’'d,
-the Confequences thereof, to the Trade and Navi-
gation of this Kingdom, were but more ferioufly
attended to, and confider’d. :

It has been long fince remark’d, that che Breed

of Seamen, with the Encreafe and Encouragement

of the Navigation of this Kingdom, does chiefly

. depend on our Plantation Trade, and Newfoundland

Fithery; therefore their prefent State and Conditi-
on deferve the immediate Confideration of our beft
Patriots, for preventing the Decay, Lofs, or De-

Grear-Britain.

“The Merchants and Planters trading to, and re- L
- fiding in Pirginia and Maryland, have laid their |}

Cafe before the Parliament this prefent Seflions,
L o -, wherein

f '.fH‘f! Difeourfe on Trade and publick Revennts

ftruction of the Trade and Maritime Strevgth of

whercin they fet forth, ¢ That the high Cuftom of
¢ Sixpence and one third of a’ P&nnygper Pound on
¢ Tobacco, for the home Confumption, has, by
¢ many Yecars Experience, been found much more

. ¢ thaniit can bear; the Planters and Merchants Ad.

: venturers, having often loft fifty per Cenr, and
fometimes more than their Capital, the Produce

- ¢ notbeing (ufficient to defray the Cuftom, Freight,

¢ and other Charges, fo that without fome timely .
¢ Relief, this Trade muft inevitably be loft to G'rezg
¢ Brirain. | S o
¢ As the diftance of eur Britifh Plantations js an
¢ Improvement of our Navigation, fo of Neceflity
¢ it becomes a Charge to our Tobicco, and has
¢ given great Encouragement to' the Planting of
¢ vaft Quantities of that Commodity in Holland,
¢ Germany, &c. to the Improvement of their Lands,
‘and Benefit of their Proprietors, who fupply
many parts of Europe, to the Decay of our Plan~ -

- © tations, Trade and Navigation. | |
¢ And unlels fuch Encouragement be given to

¢ the Exporters of Tobacco, as may enable them

- torender it very cheap to foreign Markets, and

:' thereby in grear meafure to prevent the Planting
in Europe, this beneficial Trade will in a few
Years be trretrieveably loft, and our Nation oblig’d
: to pay Specie for Linen, and all other the Ma-
nufaltares of Holland, Germany, Swedeland, &e.
| that us’d to be purchas’d in thofe Parts, with the
‘Proceed of our Plantation Tobacco. S
¢ The Difcouragements of late Years, have al
: rcac.iy’ }*um?d Aeveral confiderable Merchanté,
“obhg d’others to decline trading in Tobacco,
: and forc’d ‘many of the Planters in Virginia and
‘ Maryland upon Manufz&ures, wherein they are

[

already fuch Proficients, that feveral Counties
~make Shoes, Stockins, Hats, Linenand W oollen,
’ Az ¢ not
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¢ pot only for their own, but the ufe of their

¢ feveral parts of Europe; and Neceflity will put

¢ other Manufalures to Virginia and Maryland are

" yery apparent, that an Author quoted in thefe Lieteers

. ‘Butlert us obferve what his Ccuntry Man of Bars .

¢ ‘Neighbours; others fow Corn, which have been
¢ fent from the Planrations in great Quantities, to

¢ them actually upon many Expedients, to become
¢ lefs dependant on this Kingdom.

* "Andthey thus conclude, ¢ The melancholy State
¢ of .our Tobacco Plantation is fuch, that for {feve-
¢ ral Years paft, the Exports of our Woollen and |
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¢ diminifh’d at leaft one half. the Traders thereto
¢ greatly Impoverifh’d, the Planters by Necefliry
¢ falling into Manufactures, the Navigation of this
¢« Kingdom confequently leflen’d, and notwithftand»

¢ ing the feveral high Duties laid on Tobacco, the
¢ Revenue hath not been thereby augmented. g

~ "This is ‘the melancholy State of the Tobacto
Trade, and as it is prefum’d the Danger of our
. lofing the Sugar Trade, is in fome meafure fthewn
in thefe Letters; and the Danger of its Lofs: is fo

LT e et
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has fet it out in a full Light, altho’ that Gentleman
would infer the Caufe of it to be different from
what are here reprefented, but from the Deovication
of his Book, and particular Senfe, in diftinguithing
the prefent M————y for their Experience and
Knowledge in Trade, it is fully evident, that his §3
Book was rather calculated for a private, than the ¥
publick Intereft, o ' | .

badoes fays, inaSpeech to the Council and general
Affembly of chat 1fland, as Puinted in the Poff-Boy
the 24th Inftant, ¢ Our Neighbour’ Colonies fo
¢ long kept by Foreign Fears from Improving, are |
¢ now encouraging Trade, encreafing their People, f
¢ enlarging their Plantations, and cultivating -their |
- ¢ Lands ; their Fertile Soil 'yields them many §
e | S ¢ Crops §
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The PREF 4CE,
¢ Crops from one Planting ;
. props from one P 25 Ours requires the yt.
‘ annua“y-, Ino.uﬂ‘r.y, .al:ld Manur;»,,-al]d,tl;at too
And asto the Newfundland Fith : De
‘thereof, and its Caufes h'ive”‘b:’: ; ni
g?énphlcts lately Wr.it? “but in ex:i}:aew\;:itlﬁm‘an'y“
arne(s than the Britifh Merchant, or Comprnrs
preferv’d, particularly | Papers N¢ ”Cmmmé
preforvis p Yy In the Papers No. 71. znd
‘ ’n.OW‘[m-acter of wh.rch' tis fuid ¢ the Frénch ‘are‘
¢ mcrc'c{)_.;nuch our Rivals in this Trade, and are
‘ c;'n : oae to_.,ch_h a;1rodig’i.x>u§‘ﬂdegfee,: ?th'al::id‘;e'f
.o ;ZM y yearly f‘ro‘mwSt. Malo, Glanville, Rocheil:
"Lw.e : /ér.Z;z;, Iﬂeof Robe, Bayonpe, "St? "706&&1:
P tl;e* » Sibour, &e. to carry on their Fithepy: o"-
) Coaﬁg}rea;}»Banks of Newfoundland, .an’d-og ‘thg
e BEi &)1 cha.c Iﬂand, t;hfat Is, in their wet and
Ay ) up}vgrds of rfo‘u'r ‘hundred Sail of
¢ They are indeed (ﬁ@l. he in ar partof this
N : y$ he inanother part of this -
: f:gc{l;)) nz)(; (3;];2:1'?!.:3 up th;}?(??éﬂi.m o‘fP P/ac('}éfzi?;:
® they have takcn'.caricfo??i' ve: f'u”d/@d;;bm o
- © ed to them, in li.f:’u--tl?nc‘rf:‘wfe‘:gt t.)eﬁtel“.mace o'y
¢ pary Favony i ieu T of, Wlth ‘this extraordis
¢ Pary Favour ro » more than to us, th:
G ?H; :dt.h”c L:b:r_’tV granted them to ﬁ:éégg;chﬁz
¢ Han ;nz'qff Ngwﬁjfz~ndlqnd, and erct Stages, &,
¢ oereon or drying :and ‘curing ‘their Fifh,“but; .
¢ the v not the Privilege allowed ys of doing
oo fam on any of _thelrlﬂands,:ordn'thcslfﬂimd ’
o apc:Brgzon, ‘which they have ‘

Iy, the Decreafe,

exprefs Permif-

, ey ll;l't:afc,;w-t-hus |
. e HACTY DY our own-
-onlent. which is the more wonderful, j
: ii ;30?’“"“’3?0 this F iﬂlerytth'at’they d.afec’z Jf:g;f

; tend orthe Maftery ar Sea with the Maritime
, mowers of Ensland and Holland unice '« sie po o

£ b oan | 15 Ctis true;
\1 thCE”g/{/Z) and Duzch ‘a]j'c‘n]v@ﬁ: freque:}ﬂys;:;;%
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the Marit; owers, but if I were not afr.aid : | . |
il : ?f:g h;/zf?;ldrg: “I;Ollld fall upon me for difcovering - Extradt of a Legtey from Fomaica dated the Is.th
%is ¢ our Weaknefs, I would 'b¢g you to tell hx@[ | N of April, t71q. ¢
F‘Lf:; ¢ think it a Jeft to approprfa'te ic, Namel;)fdMa-}_ . -
, ¢ ritime Poweis to Great Britain a‘nd‘ Hollan ef:i:- T Yo fee boy they ( the

¢ clufive of Framce, when we confider what 3 fi-

\ Fre o
; R’ vour t”,,ﬂ""’gb""” all Trade in. gmfr‘;}})dt::;ieg.
¢ gure that Nation made at Sea before the Battlg y ving fuch Track,", f Lavd (o ‘Hifpanio]g), o fo;
¢ of lz Hogue in 1692. Can we then think that a i CRTRT )

¢ few Yeurs of Peace, with fucha Fithery, and fuch

: ants and
Come i few Youys ver
¢ Conditions of Commerce as were granted to

bur iy lef by Powerfy] o ‘
2 , be vhnin o LB Lefs thay
¢ Prance by the late Treaty, will not foon enable ; 2hey will bqvq 2he whole Lland of rpai;’;;m Years
¢ her to contend again with our United Fleets ? : o Did Spainy by for o '
" The prefent - State of our Tobacco and Sugar Wﬂr by th

, Y t0enz fhould be ;g edia :31;2;; they ought, a
Xrade, and Newfoundland Fithery being fuch as re-
g::gfztci;: muﬂ:givc usa very fad Profpect, fince
’tis by our Sugar and Tobacco Colonics we have

fuch a Ballance in Trade on our fide with Holland,

meuced, op o Ife

We Quarrel we gy bave wizp they
- 2his Wland 1k, next, " a5 the

T e S
B

A | ; . . rench are ey,
; : vonring 1o fettle ang bring 4 Numbey
_ ‘ n ' ; bem onr Gent H 0f Men 2moy,
o . and from our Newfoundland F 1th"Y: 4 ) niry are for Sendin all away. ;7:. ;
a4 fg‘;;” bg“rrffc’ gi:cnsal?ave been Annually bro;lgl;t inco | Chnning 0{; our Inbabizanyy, € Vs this is 1he
T this Ki dom from Spain, Portugal and faly; tor '2 e 7 .remar,ém_g 0300 the liys]q Noti
%3%; 2:;: OI‘;{}:E;%C(:DIOMCS’ —aSPMW England, New York, &, : § ghnd takes in Proteiting gy, Trade : p; dotz;; En
{ i being Chicﬂy dependant on our Sugar Se‘tle'gcms | § CZZ?;, lﬁg Gams g‘ranjcl:; bas been Playing 2befe feven
, . off their ‘Pt’OdU&a and havmg not woere- “ 2Ty none Ut Men void o Natuyg] 15
:3;;:2? t?) anfwer the Exports to th;m‘ frolm Grear w gguftli lmz;a; /i?’ﬁ-red the Commuance'fbereof ﬁ”ézufbb:
2) ‘ chd Ry hey >ear relation to on o _<Army, frg”’ fbdl' time. . '
i Britain, are only valuable ‘as t : hich Prevented i e WE Mmight Pave
~olonies as are furnifhed by them, w ich 'z ’fifl‘ conld npp éeﬁrw bur e
E‘j ;: ﬁifl};l S:a(%non the decay of the Trade from whcncc nZ ero:;zg:tw:/zf efzomfw Ib ! bas bee’;d””f ﬁfzz;:,g;iz
r; 3 - . ’ - ‘ Y trouble z.em elves qboﬂt it 7w’ bes .
, it ?Ix:lg?q fad and melancholy is our prefent Condi- ﬁ{[gered [to_ fend szg: upon Ship, z'nto;‘be ééu?g_ éi;”;g' )
) tion as to thefe Branches of O?]r Trzéd(g and that:r;; }ZZ bfé‘ﬁf’i’:fig, ’b?Kc’;”gdomz of Pera ang Mexico wirh)
ion; for confirming of which, and feveral other | o &, Goods thar rpmiyy |
Matters f?f the ;'olloﬁling Letters concerning our | confime them s by i Sch Joven Toars 1
Trade infthe Weft Indies, exclufive of the prefent

C Con-
d one, upon the Foot of the Alfiento
?:a%gncﬂla?ln cOn[c)ludc with an Extrat of a Letter

i ¢ Tears; for I,

Q0% 1t wil] be 4 leaft thar time befire 2% affire

_ ; . . ay ;

from a Perfon who has lived in Cadiz and Famaica g;f‘za&’;:f &eneral Species capy b zrf Demz’g‘dgjzg :’
3 ‘ o | agement o ith., Bt |
‘; fOr a‘borve twenty YCérs Paﬁ‘g ) oo N Extra& ) g “ - 4}9’ nﬁde’ a.f.spanlﬂl) Engh;)h ﬂ”g
! N ucc
] _ -
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Dutch Nation to [end Goods to the Kingdoms of Peru

“or Mexico, for why fhould any one think thofe Peo-

ple o foolifb to buy- together ven Suits of Cloaths, when
one will ferve them ¢ Thus it's with them, whatever
Goods come muft lie till thofe in the Country are con=
fumed;, it's this vaft fupplyof Goods by the South Seas
10 the Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, zhat bas kept
all the ilver and Gold from' coming into the North,
and occafioned the Total Ruin of Old Spaia, and more
particularly their Navigation, and urterly deftroyed for
the prefent thofe Cities, and the Seitlements on the
Norzh fide:  Nay, they will not let us alone in he
saft-indics, for I can affure you three of their Ships

bave. took in Aony, and went to China, and [) re-

turned - to. Lima  and other places with rich “India
Cargoes. -~ E L
- Thus they artack oir Trade in all its Parts. and
when have glutted every Branch, and [ucked the Mar-
row of Trade to procure @ Peace, feed us with the No-

tion. of giving us @ South Sea Company, withont let-
ting us know the Advantages of fuch 4 Trade npw
brought ro as low an Ebb as ever any Tradewas brought

20, having near Twenty two Sail of Ships fix Montbs
fince-in the South Seas. ) '

~ Ifhis is nor [peedily remedied I fear avmrjé Cm-

[equence, thereforeit beboves all kurope 1o engage in

“irs. I bave ventured to write thus 10 you, and to let

© you feewbat: little Advantages the Sau‘thkSea:Com‘gqny;‘ ,

cap expelt from their Trade.

i
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T HE

Affiento Contra& Confidered
AS ALso,

The ﬁdwémges and Dec: b '
7 vantag ay of th

Jamaica, and the T/amﬁn{m,e gZ%detZ{
| Canfes and Confequences thereof. :

In feveral Letters to'a»Member of Parliament.

§ | s

sIhI;, January 2o, 1712-83.
E- ohall give you the beft Information | in
:?:mgxc you allow me for it, of the Q?Ja;?
; ;Z the Hland of Jamaica is to Grear Britain,
sz:éziar@ir .asofq ilxtis ,CSIftuat;on %)i; Trade with the
3 Ory in cafe of a2 War with them, as -
x;;lb;\es ﬂfl‘c Value it produceth, and its being m,ac?g
pepele othﬂl;ocijtucm% Yearly ; and alfo my Appres

y tl ~will not be long of any Confe-

quence to Great Britain, either : o to, the
au : 1 r 1m regard to the
til: Zacga:glfa? the Spamdrd.r,, ‘or its own P%efiuc?, :t})lg
. nger we are i ing it
1s another War Withu;r;);ﬁimg.-l;t»-whenevcr there
i7A'xI;1?i firll, Famaica is fituated in the Latitude of
Lea‘ " 18, and hath for its Neighbours, viz, 3)?
Iﬂar%i ,esf t(}:}‘ the_ Eaftward and Windward the
Norlt : 0 ; ifpaniola; about 25 Leagues to- the
) ward the Ifland of Cwba; and about 170

Leagues to the Southward is the Main of New
| B |

Spain,

B

M
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Spain, or the North fide of the Kingdom of Pers;
whereupon are Carthagene and Portobello, the Port
that the Galleons come to; and ahout 350
Leagues to the Weftward and Leeward is lz Vera
Cruzsy which is the Port. or chief Place for Trade
with the Kingdom of Mexico on that fide, as the
above Places are for the Kingdom of Peru.

The Trade with the Spaniards from ¥amaica
(tho’ Collufive) has been very confiderable; and
“tis certain for feven Years paft (about which time
it commenced de Nowo) the Spaniards have been
fupplied from thence; one Year with another, with
three or four thoufand N egroes , inreturn for which,
and for Flower, Woollen and other Goods, there
has been received of them in Gold and Silver, and
the Produce of New Spain, 200000 1. or 250060 L.
Yearly; and as the Produce of the Ifland it felf for
fome Years paft has not been lefs in Value than
500000 /. aYear; fo’tis capable of producing three
times what it does at prefent, were but fome Laws
made to prevent fuch Quantities of Land being

Monopolized by particular Perfons, and obliging

fuch Perfons, as have very great Runns of Land,
and will neither fettle nor fell the fame, that they
do the one or the other, and to give Encourage-

ment for white People to come and refide in the

Hland. ‘
" As to the Trade from Famaica with the Spa-

~wiards, 1 fear from the Power the French King

has over King Philip, and the growing as well as
the prefent Strength of .the Fremch; as alfo the
Encouragement they have given them by King
Philip in_thofe Parts, it muft be foon at an end.
"Tis probable Great Britain may have the Affiento,

or the f{upplying the Spaniards with Negroes, if

‘there can be found any Perfons, incorporated or

[3]
fiot, fo inconfiderate, as to accept it on the Terms
‘her Majefty has acquainted her Parliament.

"T'is not much more than Thirty Years; that
the only Settlement the French were poffefled of
in the Wef Indies was Martineco, fince this they
have fettled Guardalupe, and increafed their Settles
ments on Hifpaniole ten to one; and as they have

{o increafed them during two Wars, what may it

not be prefum’d they will do on a Peace, and the
Encouragement they have given them for ity by
the Durty laid upon all clay’d or refin’d Sugar im-~
ported into France, which Duty effe¢tually pro-
hibits, or prevents either us or the Dusch ( who
have vaft Quantities from England Yearly) from
fending any thither; and muft confequently caufe
prefent Encouragement to, and Increafe of the

French Plantations ; and as they ‘have 'within thefe
. four or five Years beat us almoft out of our Indigo
‘Trade, fo it can’t be a much longer time before

our Condition will be the fame with our Sugar
Trade, . | S

In 1709 and 1710, the then Miniftry had it
motion’d to, and it was intended by them; that
at the General Treaty of Peace it fhould be
demanded for the Frénch to reftore to the Spani<

#rds fuch part as they peflefled of the Iland of &3-

fpaniola; but inftead of that there are good Rea-

fons to believe, that the French are confirmed in
their Poffeflion by the Ceffion of the whole Ifand
granted by King Philip to his Grandfather,

Asitis very much to befeared, from what1 have
faid, that the Plantations in general will fuffer,
and be of little Confequence to Grear Britain in a
few Years, fothe Ifland of Jamaica, of fuch Concern

‘toit in regard to its Situation or Nearne(s to New

Spain, cannot whenever we have a Rupture with
France, without a vaft Chargesas wellas great Fore-
B 2 o ﬁght‘g




(4]

-fight, remainlong in the Hands or Poffeflion of the

Subjels of it, fince in twenty four Hours Sail the
French from any part of Hifpaniola can be upon it;
"tis needlefs to {ay more, as to the Danger Famaica

s in; then obferve, that in the Year 1603 the In-

habitants of Hifpaniola formd an Expedition at
their own Charge againft it, and over-run and de-
ftroyed the greateft part of it, though it muft be

“own’d that the Year before the Ifland had fuffered

a very great Lofs by the Earthquake in its Inhabi-
tapts, and the Sicknefs that followed; yet nots
withftanding on enquiring into the State and Con-
dition of the ifland at that time, ’twill be found
to have had a much greater Number of W hite
Men, or Inhabitants upon it, than fince; and it
is certain, and muft be lamented, that at this pre-
fenr the Number of them islefs than they have
been for 40 Years paft. |

brought into the Ifland occafioned feveral thoufand
Sea-faring Men to leave it about three Years ago;
and the Proceedings of the Admiral or Commander
in Chief in thofe Parts has alfo indac’d confidera~
bie Numbers to do the {ame, and have in many

Refpeéts been of very great Prejudice to the Trade

and Tntereft of the iﬂa?ld. ‘ | | o
Now as the other Hlands belonging to Great Bri-

~2ain in the Wejt Indies have little or no Trade, fo

’tis their Produce only makes them valuable ; but
the Hflund of Famaica is not only valuable for its
Produce but alfo for its Situation for Trade with
the Spantards 5 and in Cafe of a2 War to obftru&

or annoy with the Queens Ships or Privateers from

thence, not only the French Trade to and from

Hifpaniola but theirs, the Spamiards, or any other .
Nations Trade with New Spain on the North

de. .
hi " "Tis
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 The Colletors Demand of Dutieson Prize Goods
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"Tis neceflury to obferve, to make goed more

Sully what 1 premifed in the beginning, ‘that all

Ships or Veflels bound to Famaica frop any part
of Europe, Africa or America, make the 1land of
Hzﬁmniola, ~and come down on the South fide of
Aty and that all Ships or Vefltls in their return
from Famaica o Greas Britain, or any other part,
cither turn up ¢ after clear of the Eaft end of ir)
on the North fide of Hifpaniola, and South fide
of C’ub@ or take their Paflage through the Golph
of Floridg, and pafs by, and generally go in fishe
of the Hzvana on Cubay which is juft at the o-

pening of the faid Golph ; and as Monfieur Cro~

Jat has by his late Grant from the French King,
plainly Pl(')rlda‘ included and comprehended, fo 'tis
moft certain, that whoever are in Poffeflion of fych

. an Extent of Land as {eems granted him, will be

Matfter of the Canal of Babama, and fo Neighbour-
Ing to the Ifland of Cube, that it wil not te-diffi-

ccult to hinder the Paffage of any Ships or Veflels
‘that way, as well as it will not from Hifpaniola,

to hinder them either coming or going to " Fa-

maica, or returning from thence the other Paflage

‘above-mentioned. - ) .
I thould proceed, bur that I fear I havc,alré_édy

tired you, and that you will repent you gave me
the Invitation: However, I hope what [ have faid

is enough for you to infer Confequences, and that

/it will occafion you and other Gentlemen to pre-
yent them whatever you can. C ey

A am, RPN

SIR, &c

By S IR
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§1R, Apil 20, 1713

I Y Aving in a former Letter given you my
B & Thoughts both of the Advantage atg'd Con-
fequence of the fland Femaica to Great-Britain, as
well as the Danger we are in of lofing it when-
ever we have another War with Frence, and now

‘taking the Afiento, or Contra&, of allowing the

Subjes of Grear-Britain the liberty of importing
Negroes into the Spanifp Weft-Indies on the Foot
thereof, to be very Difadvantageous to the faid

Hland, I thall give you my Thoughts thereupon,
“and thow, that the faid Contra& will prove 3 Lofs

.even to them who fhall accept it. ; .
~ As T have before- acquainted you, that the pris
vate ‘Trade from Famaica to the Coaft of New
Spainy” has been very confiderable, and brought
more Mony into her Majefty’s Dominions in a
Year, than the Contra& can, admitting the 4850

-Negroes, or more, fhould be taken off yearly by

the Spaniards, fo tis to be feared, that this Cone
traét will foon put an end to the faid Trade; and

‘that by it numbers of Merchants, or Fa&ors, and

Sea-faring Men, will be prevented going to Fa-

maica, as well as many now Inhabitants of and

‘belonging to the Ifland, will be obliged to leave
1it3 and that as much lefs of the Manufaures of

Grear-Britain, ¢rc. and Provifions from Irelasd will |

‘be fent to the Hfland ; fo the quantity of Shipping
that went yearly to'ir, will confequently leflen
and fall fhort 5 whereby the Planter that can’t
Ship the Produce of his Plantation to Qv'qu-Bri-
zain, will be under a Neceffity to fell it at a much
lower Pricey and he that can Ship it, muft give a
much higher Freight. That thefe and many more
will be the Confequences to Yemaica from this

Cons

ﬁg}‘

R e T B e T T
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I[71] |
Contrat is undeniable, unlefs thofe, who *is faid
are to have it, will not make ufe of the Power
with the Government, ¢c. (ftipulated in the faid

Contrat, to prevent the Subjeéts of Grear-Britain,

and the Plantations, from importing Negroes, un-
der Penalty of Forfeiture) or by their Agents, (as
"uis to be feared ’twill be in their Power ) obftru&
or hinder the Trade they may or .can otherwife
have for Merchandize with the Spaniards.
That the Contraét for {upplying the Spaniard,
with Negroes, has prov’d a lofs to former Aflien~
tifts, has been acknowledg’d by the Contractors
‘themfelves; but to make that good, we have this
Contraét in the 42d Article, wherein ’tis ftipula~
ted, ¢ That confidering the Lofles which former
¢ Affientifts bave fuftained, the King has been
£ pleas’d to allow to the Company of this 4fiena
¢ 2ifts a Ship of goo Tuns to Trade withal yearly
¢ to the Wejt-Indies, during the 30 Years of this
¢ any unlawful Trade. But {irely this Permiffion
is not lock’d upon, or efteem’d by any Perfon that
has confider'd the Country, €. where the Goods
are to be f{ent, and the uncertainty of there being
fold, to be any Advantage to the 4ffiznrifs.
But on the contrary, a certain Lofs to them, for
by the faid Article 'tis ftipulated, ¢ That the Goods

¢ Contract, on. condition they fhall not atrempt

- ¢ fhall lye in Warchoufes ’till the Arrival of the

¢ Flota’s and Galleons, and be fold. only at the
¢ time of the Fair,” which is generally but onge in
three Years, and fometimes longer. ‘

We are told in the Preamble to this Contract,
that it was given to her Majefty, in Condefcenfi-
on and Complacency to her, as the Draught was
put into King Philip’s Hands by Don Manuel Mes

nafles Qilligan, at which I am not a little furpriz’d,

fince by the faid Contradt I will take upon me to
| Bg fay

sy




[ 8]

fay (tho’ by the Refervation to King Philip in the

42d Article, as well as in the Hints, as to the Repay-

“ment of the 200000 pieces of Eight tobe advanced
him inother Articles, it be taken for granted, it will
be a very profitable thing for the dffientifts, and has
been given out ard afferted in feveral Addrefles to
‘her Majetty, to be of very great Beacfitand Con-
fideration to Grear-Brizain) that not any Body of

‘her Majefty’s Subjects will be Gainers, or the King-
dom h:gve }:rmy new Advantage, or Supply of Mony

-accrue to Her thereby. -
a?CI mutt confefs, ?think all that the Perfons:
to whom the feuling of a Contra& was left 1o,
had to have advifed, was for us to require and
~demand .of King Philip, (which furcly he would
have agreed to in Condefcen(ion and Lomplacmcy
to our giving him Spain and the Indies.) o
- That the Bririfh Nation fhould have been the
only Nation or People that thould have (upphe_{l
the Spanifb Weft-Indies with Negroes, and have li-
berty of doing it at what Ports and Places, and in
fuch number as they thould think fir, paying the
Duties required ; hereby many. Inconveniences, as
to Rules, Reflrictions, and being liable on every
occafion to an Arbitrary Power in fo diftant a
Country, as well as a Partaerfhip with 2 King, o.
would have been avoided, and no Subjedt of Great-
Britain, or the Plantations, excluded this Trade,
and confequently the faid Trade enlarged, anid more
diffufive among her Majefty’s Sub_ge&s;; as well as

of more Advantage to Grear-Brivain.

Now cn the Foot of this Contrs&, as the Affen-

#ifts are to have Princes for their ‘arties, they are
o advance in confideration of having half of the
Profits (if any be made) of the faid Trade, to I'(m‘g;

- Bbilip about §ooco /. to be repaid at the Expirati-
po ef the Contrad®, Lut no Provifion'is made how
oLt SRR ‘ or

Lol
or in what manner, as alfo his Share for the carrys-
“ing on of the faid Trade, Befides, ‘the Affientifts
are, from March 1712, to pay yearly the Duties of
'33 pieces of Eight, and one third on 40c0 Ne-
groes at Madrid, Tke whole on thefe feveral
Heads will amount to 2 confliderable Sum of Mo~
1ny; and may it not Jultly be feared that the Spa-
‘piards, fince ‘tisno fettled Price they are to give
by the Contra&, will often deliy buying, in orcer
‘to fall the Price; and that in the {everal hundred
of Negroes that may be brought at one Shipping,
~or in one fhort time, they will'take only fuch as are
upon Exzmination the Choice of the Number; and
‘further, ’tis a hardfbip upon the dfientifts to pay
“Cuftom annually for fuch a number Of.thFO€§v
tho’ they do nof find it for their Intereft to fend or
import them or they are not able in the Courfe
ofthe Trade to do it} as a much greater hardthip
to pay-the Duties in 15 Days afier the Arrival of

- the Negroes on the Coaft of N Spainy when ma-

ny may dye before they are or can be fold, efpe- -
cially confidering what Numbers muft be fickly if
‘the Voyage be long. = DU

. Inmy Opinion, as this Contra& bears hard up-
on the Affientifts, fo it feems calculated to prohibit
all our other Trade with the Spaniards in the Wefi-
fndies, but on the footing ‘thereof, or in the man-
ner therein prefcrib:d, and to hinder many ufeful
Difcoveries in point of cnlarging our Trade, as
alfo to be an eff. Gual Bar to the Settlements and

Commerce of the Soath-Sea Company into the
Sonth-Seas; from which, ever fince the prefent

L.ord Treafurer’s opening the Projet in Parliament
for paying the publick Debts, we have been told

~and made to helieve (as by feveral Addrefles to the

Queen may be feen) fuch wonderful Advantages,
a5 to Trade, would accrue to the Kingdom,
TR ; Thas

SRR e
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‘ f tk lements
re thus fruftrated of the Settlement
' T\I:raetrew:niouraged to expeét from the Spamdjb
?)’Zminions“in the /udies, as well as in pur‘f;l:ra :
thither, I take to be very hard, an% a\rrlc":l%n grfl‘rxle
mpenfation for the Favour we have ¢ h
ﬁ%ﬁécgfamurbon, in not contxn}nlngvthem\ly'apro\:vl:?
Al hen ’twas certainly in ;3
quhAtlLl:;’l, :T) have recoverc’d the whole Spqnz!{b
Mo archy out of their Hands, and to have had tbe
%‘Jr?c]lc of the Spanifb Weft-Indies t;) ogr fdv'e;, th};
iging the French to have ftipulated, as in th
;’bl;zigézﬁa:yin 1709. that to wit, particularly mzd
o ially ¥rance fball wever become poffeffed of the
g@g;imyWeﬁ-Indies, nor [end Ships thither to exer-

ci% Commerce under any Pretext whatfoever,

I am, Sir, yours, &,

.‘ ‘ ‘ . : l‘,
SIR, Nov. 10, 1713

to yours of t t, I affure

N Anfwer to yours of the 2d Inftant, fur

I Nof ?xf\yx i{p;re%enﬁcns and Th‘o_ugght_s contmgc
"theyﬁinic, and I am the more confirm’d in them by

what has occured to me fince ; 1 am truly concern’dto

t th Sourh-Sea Company
1ear that fome Managers of the Souzh ‘
‘Sgggféh:ttldodcclarc tiglemfelV@ fo warmly fqrdthg
Preventionand Ruin of the private Trade carric ‘Oﬁ
from the Ifland of Famaica in Ctheﬁ %@-%dzgsgp\:;; ;
jards on the North Coaft of New Spain
;hhecf{]t{:;?;d\;ri‘;hothcfc Gﬁntlcmﬁg, %r thetﬂgen:gjg;
(which is a thing to be feared) do no thein
‘](aialecr};"uisl:tereﬁgﬁnd means qu 'gomg lllt,wiiz;ii ;’:s
2 ft of them; ho as
{o neceflary for the Intere the omever foy
. the -Intereft of Famaica, as | I
grlmfgr;mn, Ireland, and the No;thcm Colonies
of America. ~ - e

e e e o
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It highly deferves the Confideration of all her -
Majefty’s Subje@s, and elpecially the Lords of
Trade and Plantations, (Wwhofe Places thould give
them the occafion of acquainting themfelves with
its true Intereft,) of whar Confequence the Ep-
couragement and Prefervation the lfland of %4
maica is to Gr’em-z?ritqin, &e. and the‘Dangcr
there will be of jis falling into the Hands of the:
French upon 2 Rupture with that Nation, (more.
efpecially if the Trade above. mentioned bea ruined,
which will greatly diminith jgs St
ple) or from the Force of its Neigh

Jpaniola; an Ifland, befides its largenefs to. any of
the French or Engiifh oncs in thofe Parts, already
formidable, and daily increaﬁng in People and in
new Settlements,

Befides what [ have alread
of ‘what Concern this I{land

reflpe&t to its Situation, yearly Produce in Sugar,
Indigo, &9c. and the Mony brought into her Ma-
jefty’s Dominjons annually by their Trade from
thence (tho’ Collufive) wic

alfo of Concern to ity not enly as it gives Encou-
ragement by its Trade to Nep Spainy to the Na-
vigation and Produce of our Northem'Colonies;

y taken notice to you,
15 1o Grear. Britain, in

Veflels and Sea-farin‘g Men
wherein confifts the beft Scrcngth of it. :
d Profperity of fo valy-

Shall then the Intereft an

able, beneficial, and even neceflury an ‘Ifland ¢o
Grear-Britain, and other h-cr'Majeﬁy’sDominions;
have no regard thewn to it? And fh i
;advantagcou's Trade to the Subje'&s of Grear.
Britain have an End put to it, to make room for
a0 uncertain one, and one Difadvantageous to the
Undertakers ; for 'tis not to be denied, bur the

private
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private Trade above-mentioned, has brought more

"Trade into her Majefty’s Dominiens for many

Years paft, than can be brought into them on the

foot of the Affiento Contra&: And that alfo f{uch
Trade has been more profitable to the private Tra-

ders or Merchants, than the faid Contraét will be
to the Swth-Sea Company or Affientifts. But this
I 'muft own, that the Trealury of Spain will be ad-
vanced by the Trading en the foot of the Con-
traét, more than by the private Trade, which per-
haps is the true Reafon for the Warmth of fome
Men for its being deftroyed. - -
- Now confidering this, and that by the A/fiento
Contra& the South-See Company, or Affientifts, are
not to Trade into the South-Seas, or in any other
manner to New Spain, than by the faid Contract
prefcribed; where then are the great things (we
have been told of) obtained for Greaz-Britain in re-
fpect to its Trade to New Spain, and by erelting
the South-Sez Company? Or how have the Nati-
on’s Debts been paid without ene penny Charge
to the People, when nothing is more notorious
than that fince the erefting the Sourb-Sez Compa-
ny, there has been raifed by Parliament, the Sum
of yoooool yeaily for the Intereft of their Debr,
and that there are Funds charged (which’till 1716.
are appropriated to other ufes) to raife and pay the
Intereft of their Debt to Perpetuity, or ’till the
Nation finds means of paying it off. |
Surely had any fuch Advantages accrued to the
Nation, either from the ereéting of the Saurbh-Ses
Company, or the Affento Contrat, or the late
Peace, every body would have felt and readily ac-
knowledged the Benefit of them, and been able
to have pointed out to any Objectors, the Parti-

. culars gained in Trade, uncnjoycg_l before by the

.

Subjedts of Grear-Britain.

As

e

S

—
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_ As T have formerly hinted to you, I with due
Refleétion was made by every Subje&t of Great-
Britainy, on the fending Goods in the manner
prelenib’d in the 42d Article of the 4fenso Con-
tatt: This I mult confefs will be 2 new Me-
thod of Trading to New Spain, but I deny its be-
Ing any ncw Advantage in point of Trade to the
Subjeéls of Greaz-Briiain; "us only taking from the
Trade we had before the lat War, and might
(as 'ts faid we have Peace with Spain, and the
Trade on th- footing we had it in the Reign of
King Charles the 11d.) expeét again to and from
Cadiz, Port St. suary. &c. °Tis well if this man-
‘ner of Trading, as by the faid 42d Article pre-
Acribed, do not (which ’tis my fertled Opinion it
will) prove a Difcouragement to, and léﬂ'ehing

- of the Exportation of the Manufaétures, and cone

fequently the Trade of this Kingdom, o -
-neral Ballance with the Spani/b Ngation,. n the gc,
~ For as this manner of Trade will certainly leflen
the number of Britifb Gentlemen from going or
living as formerly, or otherwife as Factors in Cadics
Port St. Maries, &c. (whofe Friends or Acquaiﬂ:
cances when there wou’d keep them more or lefs
cmploy’d) f{o thofe Places were the Mart of our
Manufactures for the Indies, and there the Traders
or Merchants who embarked on the Galleons and
Flota’s, “informed themfelves what Species and

I Quantities were bought up and Ship’d from time

e

| formerly, and fome People have the affurance to ex-

to time; or 'twere generally encouraging for them,
feverally to buy or take with them upon each Fleet ;
ﬁhlch they muft be at a lofs in, if the Sourb-Sez
Lompany or Affientifts do Trade according to the

‘manner prefcribed in the 42d Article of the Affento

Contruct afore-mentioned; and as the Dealing up--
on {uch Uncettaxntxes will prevent our Merchants
from fending the quantities of our Manufadtures (as

pect
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pe&t now) to Cadiz, Port St. Mariesy &e. {o "twilk
revent the Trader or Merchants that Embark on
‘the Galleons and Flota’s (as may be probably cons
jeétur’d) from buyingany of the {mall Quantities
of Britifb Manufactures fent to thofe Places by our
‘Merchants, or from their taking any of our Ma-
‘nufa@ures with them to fell on cur Merchants
‘Accounts, as has been formerly practie’d, and be
the means of turning the former manner of Trade,
‘and occafion thofe Traders and Merchants to New
‘Spais to buy the Goods of, and be concerned in this
Trade with other Nations; confider; 1 pray, the
-Confequences of this to Great-Britain.
1 muft freéely confefs to you, that to me it will
feem to be very impolitick (were it no Difad-
- vantage in general, as evidently it muft be to her
Majefty’s Dominions) for Great-Britain, either by a
Law, to put a ftop to, or otherwife Difcountenance
or Difcourage the Subjc&s of it from Trading in
what manner they can with any Nation or Peopley
where ’tis their Intereft, and an Advantage to this
Kingdom they thould; as plainly in this Cafe.
It may bethown, (if any are {o weak as to queftion
it) that every Kingdom, or State, that have Co-
lonies and Plantations abroad, and under their fe-
veral immediate Governments, act in the fame man-
ner as the Kingdom of O/d Spain doth in refpect
to any other Kingdoms or States Subjelts - trading
10 New Spain; and do not permit any of the Subs
je&s of {uch other Kingdom or State to trade to
fuch their Colonies and Plantationss And whoes
ver does Trade to them, and not Subjeéts of, and
come not from the Dominions of the Government
they are feverally under, the Ship and Goods are
liable to a Forfeiture by the Laws, Cuftoms, &e.
of each Country, thould they be feized.

And

| . T Iy _]3
And therefore thofe Perf; Mn e’
g_ouu fively', a;; A are Conﬁ:;ttla;sutbat Trade;
ut tho’ each particular K; -
Laws, CuﬁTQms,R &, lg ggnﬁdom e S
others from Trading to thejr Co
tions, yet no one Kingdom of St .

tio | ate have an
_ Cuftoms, &e. to prevent of reftrain its ovzr’nL gl‘:,l:f, |

jects from Trading to the Colonies or Plantatjong

fhal_l confider well before we do .a f?]i;g gl e;u‘glf

Subjects of he

agd other Nations, of eye

fltuaglon, we have cerraigy():cv(;f W-hrom, o

aglehl: cglrrymgfh on the faid Trade, Vo Advan

. »acaruly with my Apprehenfions i it
lfg?)?:céhfz certain Dcclara;t)i%n of fggllz:s?M?;] I\Srlllmar e
tthradch? ;s great Managers in the Artielcar‘z'
i g o i he Nation, may have no 1*‘oundatioo
2nd tha :mf aw bevEna&cd, or Orders given o
o ofn Ger €re, to prevent or difcourage the S gf
Jois € reat-Brn‘agn or the Plantations fi o
o g as ufqal with the Spaniards. d all
(‘)thert:s'tf 3113!7) Aﬂ?ﬁance (with our Men of War or
Soutb-S; ;C ¢ given by the Government to rtl‘:;
o Soa ompany, or Afientifts, for the feizi

ok any ohip or Vefle belqnging to the Subjc&sl?)gf

’ Spaniards, excly.
of ;:Xhe South-Sea Company
_ 4As our Colonies and Plantar: ‘
;t;dfoplc meafure very valuaﬁllgn:oalg vt Boil, L
And its Intereft to Preferve gpd Encourage fol
y fo

f Famaica in

a
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4 more particular manner, which gives me hopes,
whatever may be the defign of fome Men who are
for ruining the Trade with the Spaniards, that the
neceflary regard will be had to its Prefervation and
Encouragement by the Government.

Tam, SIR, T_oiurx‘,\_ &c. N

SIR, | May 5, 1714.
>“Y IS no fmall Satisfaltion to e, that my Let-
: ters have given you and others an ldea of
the Confequence, and the Advantage the Hland of
Famaica is to Grear Britain, not only for its Situa=
tion, and the Trade carried on frcm it with the
Spaniards; but forits Produce in Sugar; Indigo,
¢rc. and Confumption of the Goods and Merchan-
dizes of and from Great Britain, whereby confide-
rable Employment is given to the Navigation of
the Kingdom. - S
~And I .can’t but tell yous that I am pleafed to
find you are of Opinion with me, that the Afiento
Contraét will never Anfwer; and that carrying on
a Trade on the foot of ity as in 42 Articles, will
be ruinous to our Trade to the Indies, formerly
from Cadiz, &c. as well as to that from Famaica,
and other the Brizifb Plantations ; and I with with
you, that fome means could be found out, and en<
tred upon, fothat the French Encreafe in their Set-
~ tlements, efpecially on Hifpaniola, might not,
as you juftly infer from my Letters, endanger ¥a-

with France) into their Hands, and our Sugar
"T'rade being loft to the Kingdom. " ‘

Contract has been agreed, and Goods have been
o ' thipt

‘8 Melancholy Accounts of

| Goods have been fhipe.

g all Letters from cadix,

§ ¢hicfly in ¢hé Hands of,
§ ZFrench, and that the Treaty of Commerce [ubjeéts

¥hiptby the ovaro Sed Company 5 and °ts from ihis
Motions of the COmpany;noE; _lfiﬁ}iikcly, that th:nS’btii;g
may ftay here, before they Sail, asmuch longef as the
: Such Delays, in Profe-
cution q_f' ‘a Trade which has been dc)ggfrlc% 5‘?‘?@‘
many Occafionsy and the People madé to believe

{'o very advantageous an one, feems very extriordic
nary 5 {are fuch Delays fhould not be made. firice

the fotmet Trade from Cadiz, 6. is (13"t pres
tended ) to be made good, and much improved and
enlarged to Great Britain, by one on the foot of
Affients ,Contra&, tho’ no Ship has been fent, and-
1t may be an Uneertainty when any may; jzcé'thaﬁ

d  great Quantities of Goods have been bought up by

the Soith Se# Company, has refotinded all over the

- Kingdom, and did not & little Service in makin

People think much bettér of the Peace with Zrasice
and Spain at the l4te Fledt; chen at prefent chey
find fnY Reafon for, -20”:" thén ét p‘re‘_/?fz{‘they
- Befides thofe Particulars; mientioned in my fofmér

Letters, of trading on the foot of the 4ffenfo Con-
t{a&_";bc’.’lngg detrimental to the general Intereft of
Great Btitain, 1am now to take Notice to you that
Port St. Mary'’s, &e. fo oud
Briffol, &c. give them very
felancholy Accounts of the Stare and Conditiors
of the Trade there 5 and in particular, that it i§
and carfied on by the

Merchants ‘in Loudon,

the Trade from Greds Britain to fuch Hardfhips, as

4 were never before known in Speis: And from the

maica, and occafion its falling (upon a Rupture 1 Mland of Femaica s abundantly confirmed by ‘alf

etters; that the Trade evér énjoy’d from thence

§ Yith the Speniards is in' a wiatiner loft, four French

*Tis above cighteen Months that the 4ffentd | Meoof War being flationed upon the Coatt of New

?ﬁfiﬂ‘, _to prevent and intefrupt their Trading
‘Xis given out thefe Ships aré lent the King of
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Spain, and a&t by vertue of Spanifb Commiffions;
already they have taken or {eized (ome Trading
Veflels belonging to Famaica, to a very confidera-

~ ble Value; therefere be pleafed to obferve, that:
‘while cur Trade from Famaica is thus prevented
- and interrupted, the French enjoy and carry on (and

by this means more advantagioufly) their Trade in

the South Seas, where, all Letters in February and
- March latt from Famaica inform the Traders here,

that there were Trading above twenty Sail of French
Ships; and at this time many Ships are fitting out

in {everal Ports of France for the fame Voyage.

You very well know that I was out of England
‘when the Doétor was Condemn’d by the Queen,

- Lords and Commons, and did not return ’till her

Mijefty had procured her Subjeéts a Peace; and

therefore had never read the A&, Entituled, An

Aét for making good Deficigncies, and [arisfying the

- Pablick Credit; and for ereSting a Corporation to carry
on @& Trade 10 the South Seas; and for the Encourage=

ment of the Fifbery ; and for Liberty ro Trade in un=

‘wrought bronwith rbe Subjells of Spain, and to repeal the

Alls for Regiftring Seamen, (il very tew Days ago,
when [ met with the following remarkable Preamble
for ereCting the Sourh Sez Company, viz,

¢ Whereas it is of the greateft Confequence to
¢ the Honour and Welfare of this. Kingdom, and
¢ for the Increafe of the Strength and Riches there-
¢ of; and for the vending the Produé&t and Manu-

¢ faéture, Goods and Merchandizes of or brought ¥
¢ into this Kingdom, and Employment of the Poor, @
- ¢ that a Trade thould be carried on to the Souzh §
¢ Seasy and other Parts in America, within theLi- §
¢ mits herein after mentioned, which cannot be fo
# fecurely and fuccefsfully begun and carried on, as J§
¢ by a Corporation, with a joint Stock, exclufive §

¢ of all others, ‘Now for the better Encourage-
_ : G
. , ment

- “I S
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¢ ment of all and every the Perfon orPerfons, Body
¢ Politick 'or Corporate, who fhall be or become
¢ Members of the faid Company or Corporation,
* to be erected as aforefaid 5 and to the end and in-
¢ tent that a Trade to the Sourd Seas, and other
$ parts of America, within the Limits herein after
¢ mcntioned, may be carried on and promoted for
¢ the Advantage and Honour of this Kingdom; Be
< it emadted, ge. 0 - T
The reading of this Preamble immediately

‘brought into my Mind many things in the Afffento

Contradk, and in particular thefe Words in the 42d
Article, viz. ¢ The faid Company fhall not carry
¢ ony or attempt any unlawful Irade, or other
¢ Trade than fpecified in the faid Contr.&, dire&-

¢ ly or indireétly, under any Pretence whatfoever 3

‘which Words feem calculated to prohibir all o-
ther Trade with the Spaniards in the Indies, and
are an effcCtual Bar to the Settlement and Com-
merce of the South Sea Company into the Souzh Seas,
from a Trade, whence, as by the recited Preamble,
{uch wonderful Advantages were to accrue to ‘the

Kingdom. "Fhus you fee this expedted advantagions

Trade.that was to have vended the Manufature of
this Kingdom, and found Employment for the
Poor, is entirely given up, and loft to Great Bri-
tain; and as the Duties laid by the Treaty of Com-

‘merce on our Goodsand Merchandize (as agreed by

all Merchants) will ruin the Trade might have
been expeéted to the Kingdom of Old Spain, fo it

is to be prefumed, that the number of French Ships
" Trading to the South Seas, will not only occafion

the Cafe of the South Sea Company (thould they
fend Goods to New Spain, as by the 42d Article

they bave Liberty)) to be much worfe than 1 have

reprefented it; but alfo, togecher with the Erench

Guard Ships, prevenc and wholly put an end tothe

Ca Trade
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‘rade with the Spaniards from Famaica, which
;I;rsaiio?ght fmmpzooooo L. to 250000 /. yearly ins
tothis Kingdom, as I have before oblerved.

The prefent Condition and Circumftance of our
Trade formerly enjoyed to Old and New Spain, (i)ee.
ferves ferioufly to beattended to, and confidered y
eaery Man that is a Wellcwither and Lover of his

Country; and was every Man to make Enquiry

hereir he would find the Advantages F’ormcrly
te?ut;;;!:c;oi)y England, in having the Trade toﬂ;eﬁz
Kingdoms chiefly to it felf, to be (as I have ta (clcr%
Notice to' you ) moftly enjoy’d by the French, aLn ll?
fuffer’d to go on thus, they will en rofs it w [c)) ly
to themfelves, and foon become Mgl ers of the ro;
duét and Trade of A‘merr';a‘.E and gonfequcmly, 0

hat of the greateft part of Eurpe, o
tha:;“h(::. :*]Sff be the E’a(e, and hard]y-remcdxabl:e.as
thihgs‘ are with us, or fince Spain- and the Indies

have been left in the Pofleflion of one of the Houle

Bourbon aver able to Great
of Bowrbon 4 and 'a Trade ever valuablc to
%r‘iﬂ(zg?r:'i’s ‘r’u-‘i_ned,‘ by being thrown _( ar}d ophe? o_f;
her Majefty’s Subjeéts depriv’d of enjoying it) inte

the Hands of a Company, who, not to' mention

“the Parties and - Divifions among them ever dc‘ﬁruf
g‘iff:ir(:Trade; tho’ {o long ere&ed’,“ and fo f«}lo‘ng;»
an Affiento Contralt given themy, have not gnht 2
piece of Britifb Manufacture, or a V_Ncgto,hc:; ;:
into the South Seas, or any other part of the pas

wib Weft Indies.

| SIR,

ofit. Not to mention that fuch Guards were nor

' [2'13

. 8IR My 1o, e

H Aving received yours, wherein you defire me

to give you the Srate of the Aland of Fz-

Maica, with refped 1o the Soldiers there; and whe-

- ther there be any occafion for them now in time of

Peace, by reafon it will be very foon confiferd i

your Houle 5 in compliance with your Commands,
X fhail do it as far as | am capable.

Since by my former Letrers you are well inform’d
of the Conequences and Advantages of that I{land
to Grear-Brirain, therefore on this Subje I need
only fay, that thofe Advantages (abfiradi £ them
from orher Cnn'ﬁderations} doina great meafire de-
Pend on toe Security of that Ifland; the Merchants
trading chither, and the Fagors going to, and re=
fiding in it and that this Security the Soldiers have
been to the Hand, and are il necefliry for the
Prefervation of it; and in cafe they thould be re~
calld. would (in that particular only) very much
endanger th- Trade and Safety of the Ifland, |
 For the Negroes on the lland being upwards of
80000, and the white People not above 2000, may
at any time rife and deftroy the white People; to

- Prevent which, as well as {ecyre themfelves:ftom :
- 4an Enemy in time of War, or Pyrates in time of

Peace, there are conftant Guards kept in the Forts,
and feveral parts of the Ifland, which before the
Soldiers came thicher were ferv’d by the [nhabi-
tants, but was a very great Toil and Fatigue 1o
them, occafion’d the Death of many white People,
elpecially newly come to the Ifland; apnd Was cone-
fequently very prejudicial to the Trade and Bufinefs

Tox could be fo well ferv'd by the Ailitia, as b

Regular Forces, efpecially in thofe Forts' where
~ there were any number of great Guns, ¢,
‘ C

3 This
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This Danger from the Negroes, and the Ne=
ceflity there was for having white People in Numj
bers, the firft Settlers or Inhabitants in 167_2,- were
fo fenfible of, that there was a L‘awumade,h.tq
oblige every Mafter of: Negroes to keep a w( ite
Man to the firt five, and one to every ten a t.eg-
wards, althe’ at that time the white People in the
Ifland were fix to one, or more, ;han what they
are at prefent; and the Negroes not abovedonc
third to what they are now; and the Ifland had no
fuch formidable Ncighlbour,_aslhavc before thewn

French on Hifpaniolz now are.

‘ghgl‘l;é Iland hagng extremely decrqaﬁ?d in People
fince the great Earthquake, the Inhabitants, updon
the Apprehenfions of the former War, humbl{;lr' 3—
{ird his late Majefty, for the Security of the Ifland,
to fend a number of Soldiers thither, which was
accordingly granted, and have been in part cgntlr
nued there by her prefent Majefty.

.

In Confideration of the Service and Security thc
Soldiers were to the Ifland, .b,o_th from Enemies
without, and the Negroes within, and the diffe-
rence of their living there, and inGreat B”’?“"{) ?r
Ireland, they have been allow’d an additional Subfi-
ftence of 5 5. a Week for a private Soldier, and 204.
a Week to an Officer, over and above their Pay on
the Eftablithment of Grear-Britain; which additio-
nal Subfiftance has been rais’d by a Law, obhg:fng
’Evcry Matfter of Negroes to pay a certain Rate for
every white Man he had not,in proportiontoa certgui
number of Negroes, according to, or upon the Model
of the Law made in 1672, which is not repeal’d, but

has been cifpens’d with, during the continuance of

‘the Law for anadditional Subfiftance of the Sol.dicrsf
i As 'this Law varies from the other in the Exe-

cution, fo the proportion which was a white Man

t0 10, of to pay 2 Deficieacy for eyery 10 Negroﬁ‘g
LA Geeee ;'j‘f ﬂ\i“~“:"{ ' l‘w ) K wa,i
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was {oon rais'd for every thirty, and thus in a great
meafure became the Decreafe of white Men. =~
I fhall not trouble you with the unaccountable
and moft etxraordinary Proceedings of the Affembly
of Faimaica, you having great part of them before
you, further than taking notice, that notwithftand-
ing the Fals aforefaid, the Majority (being au-
ated by Paflion and Prejudice) did, without an
regard to the Intereft of the Ifland, refufe and de-
clare againft allowing the Soldiers fuch additional
Subfiftence, any longer than the firft of this Month ;
and are endeavouring by their Agents or Friends
here (tho’ no Addrefs of Thanks for them, or Repre-
fentation of their being a Charge to the Ifland, nor
any Requeft be made by the Country to the Queen)
to get them recal’d: Altho’ the Soldiers, which
have been at times 700, are now reduced to 3003
therefore are not hulf the Charge to the Ifland as
formerlys And as by the Peace the Produ.e of
the Plantations comes fafely to Marker, fo by be-
ing brought cheaper to it, and felling at a greater
Price, the Country is much better able to alow
them an additional Subfiftence than formerly: And
in cafe the Soldiers thould be recall'd, confiderin
the prefent Circumftances of the Ifland, ‘tis to be
fear’d the Ifland would be in Danger, not only
from an Invader, but even from the N egroes with=
in; and the Merchants will be difcourag’d from
fending their Effets thither, and the Faétors and
Men of Bufinels from going to, or refiding in the
Ifland, whereby the Trade will be in a great meas
fure loft, even on this account only. o
Afcer what I have faid to you on this Head, 1§
fhall now, 8ir, defire you to confider the foliow-
ing Extracts out of my Lord Arch. Hgmiltm,‘ Go-
vernor of Famaica's, Letters to the Lords of Trade -
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and Plantations, by which you will fee hié Lord-
thip’s Senfe on this matter.

In a Letter dated the 1oth of Q&vber, hie Lord- ||

- fhip writes, ¢ That the Negroes had lately cut in
¢ picces two white Men in open Day, and he can-
¢ not but from this Confiderition propofe the Ne-

¢ ceflity of continuing fome Regular Forces, at leatk
¢ for fome time after the Peace, or until the 1l .nd
¢ can reap the Benefit of it by an addition of white
¢ Men there, or otherwife the Ifland may be liable
¢ to fome unlucky Difafter by an Infurreétion.

-~ And in the fuid Letter his Lotdthip further adds,

¢ That from what he fays, he believes that Board
¢ will be of Opinion, that they are not altogether
¢ fit to be left by themfelves; and that at leaft 300
¢ Men, which might be independent Companies,
€ and of much lefs' Charge to her Majefty, - w..uld
¢ be neceflary intime of Peace to Garrifon the Forts,
¢ and keep other Guards, to which he attributes
- ¢ much of the Quiet this Ifland has hitherto en~
1 JAnd in another Letter of the 27th of Osber,
fays further, ¢ That if any thing like what he had
¢ the Honour to write to their Lordthips, thoyld be
¢ vefolv’d on, he is perfwaded the Country will
¢ chearfully go into it, notwithftanding the faious
¢ Endeavonis of a few, ‘'whe have never been fatiss
¢ fied with any Government. =~
Having, Sir, in this manner given you the State
of the Ifland in relation to the Soldiers, and con-

firm'd what T have faid, by my Lord Hamilion's
Letters to the Board of Trade, I do not in the

leafy queftion, ‘but that from the nfual Pru-
dence and Concein for your Country, and-what=
eveg depends on it, {o vifible jn all your A&i-

guithing’ Qualifications have gain'd in  your
S ST Hotous

o .

- dertakings of ¢

ons, you will employ that Intereft your diftin- e

¢ Navigation, and more efpecially feeing her Ma-

. Lasy

onourable Houfe, for obtainin - the Contintance
urani _Tor he Continuas

of the Forces ar Famaicay and tl?at they ma;nnu:tx') lt):g

'_xjeca,ll‘d, at leattuntil the Aflembly of that Ifla:. g thall

have mude a Law for inviting and é‘hcouraging of

fide in ir, and for obs

W ate People to come and re
white Man for every

liging the Plagres to keep a '
ten 'chgrogs, Of pay a certain Sym weekly defici-
| gc_y; and the Exccution of that Law be in the
§ ‘m}r]err{(menr, and not in the Planters, - as that made
;;101:6 f?‘ 4 ea; ;_ gszvas‘,ﬁ which rendred it of little or
#10 €ir-€t, each Man fparing his Nejoh for hi
batice] paring Nezghbou; for his

o ;ij'}b‘??iCF§9_g thele things to your Confideration,

7 "';m?‘ §1 R) )”?"1?5 &c,

O

S IR May 25, 1&714.;7

- Have‘peruf'.cd the Book you fent me, Entitled;
th ok yi » Entitledy
| ;45:’;}6‘ Obfervarions fhewing the Danger of lofing the

f the Sugar Colonies, written, as I take it, by
the fame Perfon, that wrote T beprefent State of the
Sugar Plantations, Dedicated to the Loord Treafurer
?’hmh Book concludes thus remarkably 3 ¢ it wag
¢ the Extraordinary Genius, and diligent Applicas
. tion of the great Minifter. Colberz to Trade and
: Navxgmon., that advanc’d the Grandeur of the
¢ Fr;enc./o Nation, together with his excellent Rew
¢ gulation of the Finances, more than all the Upa
¢ prt he precgding Minifters of that
. croces and yer the French were a People very

¢ little difpofed to Trade, thercfore the Brizifh Subs

- £ Jefts, who have exceeded all other Nations in

¢ their Capacity towards Settlements Abroad, cane

¢ not fajl of making greater Progrefs in Trade and

jefty

‘?'.,T,_.‘v__..,f.?ﬂ_,__.mu e



e

(261 " % . 1{;2573
.‘ ‘ iniftry who are remarka- new, o greater {upply of Mon
¢ jefty hasat P"ﬁfc;;izéw lﬁ;;éiencc and great Sa- i Kin’gdom,  than before from t
¢ o 'ftbr iﬁwil’i;lblicck Affairs; and that fuch a Foun- i
¢ gacity ' '

v

y brought into this
he Traje carried .on

X fren:h?afmaim,{which this Contra&, or Trading

il id for enlarging the | ©On the foot of ir, not only puts an epd to, bur

“% | ¢ dation bhas bﬁqn zlégag%’ t{-)aildeingdom’g‘as Wl“, ; alfo to that from Cda'iz, Port g}‘;‘t.pﬂlfd{y’s5 &e. ZO the

o ¢ Trade and N ai\lllgiicc fhew the Superior Genius Indies 5 and befides, not only greatly depopulates,

b ¢ in fpite of all 1 ; ounder thereof. As I am in- .\ and takes from Jamaica the bef Strength and Se-

1 ¢ of the Principa this Gentleman’s Principles as to § curity of it, its Seafaring Men, byt prevents the

i formed what afcd h;s Declarations of the Manage- | further Encreafe in the Settlement of the Hland,

8 Government, a‘} t M———y, Iam to leok upon 4 which is capable of producing three times what

" ment of the pre eg T Bers juft mentioned, and A it doesat prefent, a5 prefume is fully made appear il

him as ferlons llg be very glad he would but particu- { 1o my former Letter > . L o

1 therefore fhou efent M——y, fo. remarka- It can’t be by leaving out in the Articlesof Peace i

b larize wherein the Prbg’.r Learning, Experience, and #  concluded at Utrec’b?, the feventh Article of the .

| ‘ble, as he .{.ays?ﬁ)" Zlidf Affairs, have laid fucha . § Preliminary Treaty of Gertrudenberg, viz. Thar par- ;

. great Sagacity Plll rging the Trade and Naviga- b ticularly, and efpecially, France Jball uever beconse i
Foundation tor eéi arg T | pofefed of the Spanith Weft Indies, nor fend Ships - ’

" tion of thxg K_mg om. be by ere &ing South Sed thither to exercife Commerce under any Pretence what- f

: - "Tis nl;lal;cl) rlt Ti:gitng to the Somh Seas, that d Jfoever. Had this Ard

i -ompany

cle been in the Treaty at ,é

ave wanted no Affiento Coge ,
Article for Trade with Spain, being
hereby the Trade to the Indies muft inevitably
have fallen moftly to Grear Britain,

It can’t be by having the Pofeffion of Newfound.-
land, fince the French have procur’d a Ceffion to

ing of the Affiento’s Con- §  Urechs, there would h
x | being at a“:ngﬂe?{c;;m?fg whatever ‘Ihcydmacy & trad, or other
i ‘ ;r:f::, ixoxr Spain, fhould th‘efy f% T;a%eaczfl‘“;ag:
e , al
i el ant Acceptance of the e
i | “é"b‘l‘lixéhﬁot havlt): becn precluded by 1§hel-T ’?,{Z- |
tfe¥ in, except confirmed by A& of Par ‘gm V1
gtng’réding into the Souzh Seas : So by the
rc

e

- § be made them of the Iflard of Cape Breton, and /
= b Sea Company is ercéted, other ¥ feveral Iflands in the Gulph of St. Flofen_cé, andhave
12 WhCYS)Y t{i];ﬂsSﬂsﬂééjp&s are precluded, WF%liChbd?'é ?rther obtained Liberty ofdcuring and drying their

, her Maje L the French {o i, fetting up Sta es, an ‘reforting to our Iland |
‘; ferves tod be d;’;zn;:;ffgrsg’ryﬁon;zTrade thiétth?r-' R of NeWﬁuhd/dniiduri%g all the timeit is of anyufe I
1 freelyancdamp aining the Affento Contralt for |

‘ It can’t be by obtaining

to refore thither, thar is, during the Fithing Sea-

fupplying thc‘Spaniard:with Negroes,orfcnding fon, ‘thr‘eby they do not only now fupply'them‘-“
the {upplying bt

) . to Portobello with Goods i felves with the F ith they formerly had from us but
b yearly a Ship of 50%3 tlil‘t!:)se gf the Fair; fince, not | furnith many parts of Spain and Italy therc\;ri_th,_
3 to be-Sold.only }?t tSrmz’b Sea Company as Affentifts | and Rival us there to our prodigious Lofs.
to.ﬁelp)zat[jgatrst b; the faid Contraét, and Trading™ - It can’t be by mak
will

ing a Treaty of Commerce
e will not thereby be any  * ¥ with Fpgpe,, that having been rejeted, or not |
cn the foot thereof, there S newy | e oo e " made |

T SR  ctrs T
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made effe€tual by rbe laft Parliament, as derrimess
t4! to the Trade and Manufaiture of this Kingdom
and that this Treaty would be fo, ‘was it not con-
firmed by Parliument, will appear to any impartial

unprejudic’d -Perfon that fhall read a Paper, Enti-

tled, The Britith Merchant, or Commerce preferv'd,
in anfwer to rhe Mercator, or Commerce retriev'd,
and, not to mention the many good Pamphlets on
this Sutje&, that Entitled tbe Pindication of the laff
Houfe of Commons in rejecing the Bill for confi-ming

the 8th and oth Ariicles of the Treatyof Navigation

and Commerce berween England and France. .

It can’t be by the Treaty of Commerce with
Spain, fince that Treaty puts the Tradc of Greae
Britain to Spain under greater Difadvantages than
everbefore. For it takes from the Fa&ors, or Englifb
Merchants living there, their Ancient Priviledge
of a Fudge Confervater, and Security for Trading;
and as all our Merchants that have livid in, and
been Traders to Spain unanimoufly agree muft ruin,
or putan end toany Trade that might (as’tis Peace)
have been ex. eéted tothat Kingdom; butthis, and
greater Confequences attending Grear Britain were

timely forefeen, and taken Notice of (as is evident

by the Letter to a Member of the Offober Club)
#hould Spain and the Indies be given to, or left in
the P ficflion of any of the Houfe of Bourbon.

It can’t be by any thing that appears in either of

the Treaties of Peace with France or Spainy to'be
“done, or articled to prevent the growing Power of
“the French in Awerica s *is true they have yielded

up that part of St. Chriffopher’staken from them the

filft Yearof the late War, and why notto the Spae

wiards (as was intended by the late Miniftry) the

fhare they are in Pofleffion of on Hifpaniola,w hichnot
only will endanger Famaica, bur when compleatly
~ fettled, the whole Sugar Trade of this Kingdom.

- The

Tie O o b e W

! be Comfequences of which, in the W
ng/gud, an Author alreac,ly Uoted, ;ﬁ;i}oii(:}qn;l
ed with the lofs of 4 confiderable Trade ;, thefe I(f:;'::g-

doms, it may be co

more thoufands in thefe Dominions,

-~ Tt can’t be by’ bavip . o
. oD g referved Pory
ngral;qr tn our Pofleffions ; which 'Plfg;fw;i tig‘;

o the Confequences and Ag

them are only in Cafe of W 1
} ar ;
a'ndotl}er Nations, 2 arone

is fecured Caraim,
5§ . . N 4 rc 1 : |
, ,;War wnth}‘Frcmce' it was Selieved i(tafx::u(lfia)&t? f
: ;:;r(n}g tl:je léj-larbot;‘r of Dunkirk demolifhe :
> *arand Monarch is building 4 Harboy
s are Srdingran Harbour at 2749
fgr:., to ferve in the fame fiead as Duntirg did bes
i  Upon reading the Parq ); iver
1 : Caragraph I | i
;)ut of Colonel Clelang’s Book,ptheﬁ: f:i‘r’:rﬁl:’z?tiycm
ars occurred to me; and therefore | am at 3 [, l;"
syb;ren'z a Foundqr_ioh is laid by 1he prefent M- O'S
or vtbf”"' Foungr, for enlarging the ‘Trade and_-.i-\}y, :
i Vigarion of this Kingdons, ™ 1 cap fee 1 o
W ir, by»our_ late’ Treaties of Peace an
§ With France and Spain.  Some People ay
deftrudtive of both; furely this Gent
| mean, bccaufe'l am inform'd the M —__ ' a
gcncrallyv agreed, that 2n exclufive Trade ¢ 'A'};"r'ig:“
| 5 moft for the Intereft of the Plantations, that
and e ondation laid for enlaroing of the Ton .
;::i Hl]\;iz;’zggu?z of this Kingdows, igri fv’i{; Seégg;ll:
DY Bariaments, ithas been refolve] shar ob
| 7ade 20 Aftica ought 10 be frog ang épé»fbf: tablf




itain and the | ‘tells them, The inviting and CHCONYAZING Artificers
Zer Mﬂjg/}ys Subjeﬁs‘ of ,Gﬂrlizcir;ﬁa:ﬁan the de- and Trades-wen, ‘in whick - the Strength of a ‘@lmy
Plantations 3 but 110t111ﬂg11§ts being to gain an ex- - Jo much con_/zﬁs, 20 come and jétt.le« emoggj_} tbem, dlfl
fign of thefe two Pamphle he Royal African Com- b , d‘fzjérve their particyley COﬂﬁcitirdf(al.i?‘e' pecially at this
¢lufive Trade to Afiica fof tA rehenfions are, that  § time when the Powey of their Neighbours on Hifpa-
any. And as_the.AuthQer 'plfinc d forwant of an  [|  niola was already ﬁ»r‘mg‘dﬂbl'e,"‘and like to encreafe.
gu’r‘ S‘ugar Colonies w_xll. gef[ may have a conftant || ‘ And the Lords of ['rade, ina Lcttct to my Lord
exclufive Trade, by Wbitht' ytc rates s . Bolinbroke, fay, -T/’lmr as to ;be Canféquence qf recal}-‘:
Supply of Negroes at mo ‘Ct%”ra de thould be grant- o ling the Regtmemf,’ we take leazge 20 reprefent, in Con-
 Mine, if fuch an exclufive hence, but more efpe- [ currence with the Upinion of the -Goyernor,. and of »tife
ed, would arife partly ’fron;),t :;t o,f? the French in |} Merchants and Planters Ia‘ere,‘ that Jamalca &gmg in
; "ciz:nY from the growing f‘o“f' their Sugar Settle @ manner furrounded by Spanifh #nd F. rench Sezzle-
b - America, and the Increale of llv on the liland of mentsy if no regular Forces there, t may be in Dan-
k. ments in thefe Hlands, efpecially d the § - ger from the Artempt of an Enemy, in cafe of anmy
i ments 1r thek Ifland, by its Largenels and B R ) S .
3 Hifpaniola, an ia'[l) ? apable when its fully fettled ¢ Ruprure Jgrgafre;, L o r o
1 ‘Goodnefs of its Soil, capa few Years) of producing - And Col. Cle a?zd in his Book »Entltu ed, ome
! (as it certainly will beina Colonies, and a much - Obfervations _/bewz.ng the Danger of lofing zbe,Traf?e.
i as much Sugar as all our Ginger, Cotton, &c. of t/Jej Sugar Colonies, tells us, viz, ¢ Thc French in
e greater quantity of Indigoy Ginger, o ¢ their 'I_Gands_, efpecially in that .great Iﬂanq of
} ‘ 8¢ : Imh SIR, yours, &e. # ¢ Hifpaniola, in which they have got a footing,

¢ are poflefs'd of large Countries, and great Traéts

| | e ¢ of fertile Land, which produce Provifions and.

i s L o ¢ moft other Neceflaries and Conveniences for Life,
: \ o h o ¢ and likewife Materials and Requifites fé)tr Manu-

" SIR, o ten novice of the Dan- - ¢ falturing Sugar and other the Produ& of (lfe

¥ N my former having t?k‘m:-‘noucgio}s‘;ica is in § ¢ Hland, t‘lg"uch %s Timber, Cattle, Horfes, &%,

i 5 i"zé;ngxé Trade and Navigation of Fanatca ) S

o hbouts, from its Situation, and the | - ¢ And on the other hand’t‘he«\‘E ‘gl_’iijugaijPlgn-i ‘
from its Neighbours, from the Affiento Contract, | ¢ tations are upon {mall Hlands, B(zrb,adoer, ‘Which_
Lofs like to-attend it from trading on the Foot | ¢ is but twenty Miles in length, and about twelve
i ~or the South Sea .CQmPan%s Erench do now, viz. | ¢ Miles over in the broadeft part, being the largeft
i " thereof, and doing as the of it, and fhown th ¢ of them all cxcepting Famaica; - and even that .
"{"i feizing our Veflels by Ve{{u-c ture ,with-Fm”“’ of | ¢ Ifland is not well Inhabited, has a grca;ide:;zl of
, ‘Danger there is, u}i?.‘mé1 ‘f‘”éhe' French; now beg §f ¢ Savanna Land, ijs very ’MQuntamn'us, and in 5
its falling into the Hands ot what {ome others fay ¢ War is very much €xpos’d; (o that if zh:-fof_nd-
Ieave to give you an account S ¢ ward Iflands thould come tole~dc{fer§ed_'or loft,
thereupon. | ilton, Governor of Ja- K . € Famuica could never be kept and Improv’d fo as
. The Lord Arch. Hdm;aiié " bly fince the Peace, § * to fupport the Sugar Trade of this Kingdom.
maica, in a Speech to the Affemt tells .

Thus

‘E.;_,, —
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3 oy ar in my Apprehens
i Eshc‘;fs‘ ?t?: lgc:ngaer the Ifland Famaica is in, from
10ns of tRC asaib

- Rupture with ancé}
i [pani f failing (upon a Rup A
fiz,ﬁirggl%:nds of %hc French ndor Cﬂz“fllﬁag"g a4
e euaar Colonies being 1in'd, or of little Ad-
: Sugar Colonies being ‘. with
;‘;n";:;eu?o Great-BﬁM”;; ﬂfa_oué]d thae %?ccriafe of
: “be laffi 1d that fro ,
ce be lafting, and thar from the Tacrefe o
{l:‘:n;'fencli Settlements on Hifpaniola. T

. 1 1 A s Qv ar: .

lobi mt . of being
'rade; and not the Colonics want of b
?;ﬁ‘}:’zd a?‘)?i n;loderate Terms with Negtoes,

’ ious, than that the -
being nothing is more Notorious, than tha

dé 10 Aftica being laid
o . e the Trade o Af“c%‘f ith Nes
f}?m;ht l?gss;ff:ﬁﬁ?\re been better fupply’d with Ng;
en [ . 4 - - ) '» -
/ o - e. . o . . Ter
'rocs:.thércl)nt}:?:enr:es,»Of the French gngmglcpﬁgglet:}
. Theérica and the encreafe of their ‘Stl::ct:rkcof to
o A”zfdni’old§ efpecially the Dangclf 'tmel‘ fore-
Samaics, and the Sugar Trade, was t of France
Jamaic d taken notice of; and as the King © Peaces
feen o me a Suitor to Grear-Brit ?md o to Yt"h';
nd z?l:cohowledgfd he ow'd his Kingom might
an fons of the Britifb Arms, ’tis prefam - ;
iuf%cxg‘:ggs ;fdirgigé?ﬂliad it been demanded and
have .been M

ime for the Fren have -
infifted on at @ proper time for the French to h
mtliited on 3t @ gt

reftor’d to the Spaniards the fhare they \poﬁ’gfs» dﬂo
b {5} Qe . L 2 a. s . : o o .
th?fllfl:: de?,f ﬁ:{{}::ng\mn you, aceording to' your fe

1ghts,in this and my former
sy ds,ymy Thotghts,in this andm Ay
Erva, of th Conlquncs nd Advncge of e
| ﬁlet’tgtséfof}’amzzimy to Grear-Britam, as relp

Irerain from
its Situation, its Produce, and the 'lIi"??gld‘vr;Ow
its Situa “H the Spanmiards : 1 have a ly brought
thence Wliof Moﬂyhavebcen fm-mel‘ Y likc“%lfel
32?3‘31‘33’ Kingdom_ txh\crgbyly ??fvc}?é’&s or De«
(',:0? ﬁf; f:%chﬁ;:ngﬂ:f%dmem,z, and its advantage<
cay of b ’ : '

ouy
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| melancholy Letters frem

i and feizing oyr Veflels,
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ous Trade would affe
the manifeft Difadvantsge lie

der (which are ftil] likely to encreale) from fave.
ral Confider tions 5 Fyr

> and Invafions from withour,
Secondly, From the Affiento’s Contra&, which en-
tirely “prohibits and deftroys thae Advantageous
Trade from Yomuics to the' Spanifh Wep Lydies:
Altho’, as I'prefume | have " fully prov’d, 'fuch

¥ prejudicial to the
Ad rantageous Trade of this Kin

Old Syain, efpecially Cadiz, pors §. Maries, &,

 Thirdly, From the liberty now enjoy’d by the
French of Trading to the Spanifb Weft-Tndies, which
h - di ne of the Houfe of Bourbon
ot the Throne of Spain,
they are engrofling to themfelves, in

that they prefume are
Trading; this is ]| confirm’d every Day by very
Famaica, a5 particularly
1n the Dazily Gurant of the 7th Inl’can:t,’l‘jin“which
you will find this fol!oﬁwing'Paragraph‘. R
¢ Jamaica, March 10. We have in am

Hampton-G'aurf,
ftationed 3t Cartagena, Porrobelly, the

2vana, and lz Vera Cryy . Thornton ( who Come -

| ¢ manded 4 Famaica -Sloop  whofe Cargo coft
¢ above 1¢

10ove 10000/, and had neither Traded nor broke
D

‘ Bull

¢, from the {mall Number
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¢ Bulk when taken) was lately made Prize by the
¢ Hampton-Conrt, and his Veflel condemn'd at Car-
¢ zagena ; and | was inform’d by him fince his re-
¢ turn hither, that the French have now in the
« South-Seas near upon 30 Sail of Ships; fo that
¢ you may guefs what a condition we are like to be
¢ in here as to our Trade.” o
" Laftly, From the growing Power of the French

in America, particularly on Hifpaniola, which by

its Extent and Fertility, the Number and Induftry
of its Inhabitants, [have fhewn to be a dangerous
Neighbour to Femaica, and confequently fo to.
our Sugar Colonics, and the Trade and Navigation
of Great-Britain, - o

Upon thefe two Accounts, Firft, That it is fo

to the l{land of Famaice in cafe of a Rupture with
France, by reafon of its great Superiority in People,

whereby Famaica, being but thinly Inhabited,
will be very liable to, and in great danger of an
Invafion from thence, and of falling into the Hands
of the French. o o o
- Secondly, That as by the French King’s Order
{which 1 omitted before) for the better fettling and
‘peopling his Colonies in America, ‘Every Ship or
Veffel is oblig’d, when requir'd, 10 carry & certain
number of People thither Freight-free. "So even in
time of Peace by the number of their Inhabitants
always encreafing, by the faid Order, and the Fer-
tility of the Country in producing all Materials and
Requifites for the enlarging and improving of their
Sugar Works, and the vaft extent of Hifpaniola,
they will not only make much greater quantities
of Sugar, than we can in our Plantations, but at
a cheaper Price, by being better furnifh’d with
moft Materials for the doing thereof within them-

felves; whereas our Iflands, at leaft fome of them,
DA | S are B

profes my felf,

[35]
are oblig'd to be fupply’d from other her Majefty’s
Dominions with thofe Materials and Requifites, at
a greater Expence, and therefore our Produét muft
neceflarily be made up at a much dearer Rate
K;than theirs, whereby the Confequence will be,
that the French will in a little time beat us out of

‘that moft valuable Article to the Kingdom, the
Sugar Trade.  And all this is fo evident, that other
Petfons, with different Views to my felf, induced by
the apparent Tendency of thefe things, could not
help making the like Remarks, altho’ they would
infinuate them to proceed from other Caufes meer-

| ly chimerical.

_ Ifin the qourﬁ? of my feveral Letters I may feem
in fome parts of them, to have digrefs'd from my ,
firft Subjeét, or exprefs’d my felf in too warm or

free a manner, I hope, Sir, my good Intentions

therein are fo vifibly defign’d, either to point out
our real Advantages, or expofe thofé artful Me-
thods, made ufe of to darken our true Intereft
and-}hereby advance the Trade and Power of othe;
Nations, that your Candor and fincere Love of;

and Knowledge in the Intereft of your Country,

will pardon any fuch Expreflions from one not ftu- .

dious of fpeaking or writing agreeably, but with

Sincerity, which engages me on all occafions to

Jm}:"xz,, 1714, o Tours, K.

D: SIR;
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SIR,

Have yours, wherein you acquaint me what was
fuid 'in your Houfe by two Gentlemen in the
Comuiiflion of Trade, &c. As to the firft, ¢ That

"¢ the Sourh Sez Company have bought 5 or 600000 /.

¢ in Goods and Merchandize, and are fending them

- ¢ forthwith to New-Spain, and in Nine Months

¢ will have upwards of a Million in return as Pro-
¢ duce thereof’ o

In Anfwer, 1 have been affured by fome Di-
~retors of that Company, that the Goods bought

by them arenot to the value of 300000/ and great

part of them not the Manufacture of Greaz-Bri-

zain: But admitting there be bought to the value

‘the Gentleman alledged in your Houfe, I want to

have it explain’d by him, how a Return fhall come
to Great-Britain in fuch time as upward of a Mil-
lion, SR T

" You know that the Sourh-Sea Company Ship’d

~ Goods, ¢re. on two of the Queen’s Ships above

eighteen Months ago, which Ships are ftill'in the
‘Ruver: And as it is very uncertain when they will
Sail, fo "tis ftipulated in the Affenzo Contract, © That
¢ the Company fhall not fell the Goods and Mer-
¢ chandizes, but only at the time of the Fair; and
« if arrive before the Flota’s and Galleons, the
¢ Faors of the Company fhall be obliged to land
¢ the Goods and Merchandizes, and put them into
¢ Warehoufes that fhall be locked with two Keys,
¢ One of which to remain with the Royal Officers,
¢ and the other with the Faltors of the Company,
¢ to the end the faid Goods and Merchandizes may
¢ be fold, during the continuance of the Fair only.

Now '

Ing ona Trade, which there is no

Now. s [37]
OW, oir, confidering that a Fajr ; |
N | is ge
but once in three Years, and fometimes -Ien-gii?ilc‘)zz

ther with the Climate the Goods are fent to, and the

ncertainty of felling them the time the Fajr lafts, |

they thall fend to the Spanifh Weff Tndzes -

b his w;_ll infallibly be their Cafe, cfpeciaﬂv as

1€y can fell but only during the time of the Fair
| ; & ’

a Trade into the Suth Seq; direétly,

As to the other, ¢ Thar the Spaniards muft ta!%e~ |

: gfoo Negroes, and the Compan
more year] can’t fai
. @wer, Tho’ it may be allowed th, ards
;yxll €ver want fome Negroes, yer they :rcPZnggJ
;532 g‘y d(]jc Affients Contra& to tak the
, % ompany, or Affientifts, 4300 ly 5
:);llé: ]Sl:lc‘Cot?pany, or Affientifts, arc-gbl:igcdy fgl;)Zy"
he ] tiesot 33 + Pieces of Eightfor 4000 Negroes-
§W l C};} at Madrid, commencing from the 25th of
March !l)ztzj~l 3, befides advancing King .Pbilz}v
ieces of Kight, and his {hare for carry-
vided to be repaid, thy The ey WAy pro-
thereby e reyazd,’ than ou; of the Profits arifing
"Tis very true, as faid by this Ger |
1y tru y this Gentlem hat -
‘t)l;eu Sonth Sea Company may carry 10000 l\?r;:grgzc
o more, y_cariy to the Spanifh Weft Indies; bar f'fl;
rer;n certain, the Spaniards will take':thém off at
40 /.2 head; nay, it is net certain they will th
l1;11,1mbt:r of 4000, which the Co ved,
Y Acceptance of the Affiento Contradt, to pay Du-

y may carry 10000
of fclling them at

| ;iie_s yearly for at Madrid,

B3 o

take from the

mpany are obliged,




~ foot of this Contra& would be 2 lofing Trade to

- [381 .

1 will prefume to fay, that fhould the Company
not exceed fending 4800 Negroes yearly, they will
not fell at 40/, a Head: The Duties deduéted re-
duces it under 32 I and fhould they fend the Num-
ber of 10000 yearly, it would be very extraordi-
nary if they fold them for the Duties and Charge of
T'ran{portation from Africa. S '

Our Traders who have had no Duties to pay,

have not for many Years fold their Negroes amorg

the Spaniards for above 120 to 140 Pieces of Eight,

or 30 to 35 /.2 Head, tho’ only Men and Women,

and two Men to a Woman: Generally a Cargo {o
there were Boys and Girls amongft them, have
not come out more than 110 Pieces of Eight, or
27 I. 10 5. Spanifb Mony. S

If I am not mifinformed, the Company have a-

greed to give 10l a head Sterling, {o many Men -

fo many, and fo many Boys and Girls in fuch a
number. On the Coaft of Africa the Freight from
thence 6 /. 10 5. and 7 ]. and the Dutics above 8 /.
after mention of thefe Articles, there is no occafion
to fhew it muft be a lofing Trade, by obferving the
Number of Negroes may be allowed to die from

the time are taken aboard on the Coaft of Africa,

to the time arrive at New Spain, and from after
their Arrival there, and the 1y Days the Company

are obliged to pay Duties for them, ’till they are.

or may be Sold. |

1 could with Gentlemen who are carried away
awith a Notion of Advantages accruing to this
Kingdom by the Afiento Contralt, and the Sourb

Sea Company’s intended Trade on the foot thereof,

would but read the Affento Contract it felf, ‘and ac-

quaint themfelves with the Nature of this Trade,
and then they will perceive that Trading on the

the
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the Company, and an uncertain and precarious one.
to this Kingdom; and moreover, that the Trade
catried on from ¥amaica, not to mention that for-
merly from Cadiz, dre. to the Spanifh Weft Indies,

has been more for the Advantage of Great Britain

than this Trade can be, which 1s pretended to be.

carried on by the South Sea Company.

1 am much obliged to you for acquainting me

what the Amount of the South Sea Stock appeared
to the Houfe, and am pleafed not only that it is
not fo much by fome hundred Thoufands as In-
tereft has been hitherto provided for by Parlia-

~ ment, but that by means thereof, and of the In-

tereft of the Nations Stock in the South Ssee Com-

- pany (which the Company have till lately retained

in their Hands) you have fo much lefs Mony to
provide this Seffion for Intereft of a Debthas been
given out, and greedily fwallowed by fome Peo-
ple, to have been paid without any Charge to the
Kingdom. S ' o

I am not furprifed that fuch a Sum of M;c_my"

of the Government’s fhould be permitted to lie in.
the Hands of the South Sez Company, when 1 re-
fle& without it they could not have bought Goods,-
and pray what would then fome Men have had to
fay at cheir late Ele&ions; but the having fuch.
Mony permitted to rcmain in their Hands; has

“brought the Company into a Secret, the Goods,

€c. being in great part damaged and fpoiled by

lying fo long already aboard, and the Nation has

been put thereby to the Expence of upwards
100000/, in providing and keeping in pay the Men
of War appointed for their Service. 1 hope what

I have faid will {atisfic -thofe Gentlemen, for =
whofe ufe you require me to write this Letter, . -

that there is no poffibility of a Million of Mony
| D4 - being

d
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being brought into the Kingdom by the Somzh Ses

Company in nine Months, or that the number of
Negroes will be taken off by the Spaniards, as has
been fuggefted by the honourable Gentlemen you
mention, ‘

A amy &c.

POSTSCRIPT.

OME Mention being made in the foregoing
‘Letters, that the Danger of lofing our Sugar
Trade cannot proceed from the want of the Plan-
tations being fupplied with a number of Negroes

at moderate Prices, ’tis neceflary to obferve, for the
- ‘ , - .

Confirmation thereof:

That the Difpute between the Royal African
Company and Separate Traders to Africa, having
been referred fome time fince to the Confideration
of the Lord’s Commiffioners of Trade, &e. their

Lordtfhips after long and mature Examination, de-
- termined the Iffue of their Report on the Encreafe

of the Trade, fince its being laid open, compared

with the Company’s Account thereof when they

were exclufive; whereby it appeared, E
That the dfrican Company ‘under an Exclafjve

Trade in time of Peace between 1680 and 1688,

employ’d 259 Ships, being 28 Ships per Ann. -~

And delivered into the Plantations 46396 Ne-
grocs, being si5g perdnn. - T
~ Which being compared with the Accounts fent

" -to the Lords Commiffioners of Trade from the re-
fpeétive Governors of Famaica, Barbadoes and An-

rego,

- that there are

L4

*ego, of the Imports of Negroes into thofe Iflinds
fince the Trade waslajg open. |

It appeared, that the Negroes imported into
thofe Iflands only amounted to 42000 for three
Years of Peace, berween 1700 to 1702, fo that
there were near a5 many Negroes delivered into
thofe three Colonjes only in three Years of Pegce
under an open Trade,

Peace by the Company into all the Plantations
when exclufive, o

To which.the number of §h;
Goods bore an cqual Proporti

benefit to the Nation,
But which is 5 Demonftration of this Fa& is,
now employed 100 and odd Ships

capable of carrying 25000 Negroes a Year into the
Plantations belonging to the Separate Traders ;
whereby it appears, that the Trade is now, even at
thc" end of a long War, near four or five times
) ‘twas exclufive in time
of Peace. = | -
- Sinice the laying open the African Trade, the
Export of the Manufacture of courfe Perpeds to
that Coaft hath' becn increafed from 3900 per Anm.
to 7000e Picces per any, = T .
The African Company who have been fevenYears
folh_cztmg the Parliament for an Excluﬁvé.'l‘radc;
owvnvery ingenioufly they would Export buta fmall
Quantity in comparifon of what is Exported now,
becaufe “(fay thev) we will make the Natives pi;
as much for half the Quantity as the whole, =

Sut then what muft become of half the Gentlo-

men’s Wool, and the Poor Manufa&urers of all

forts,

The

as there were in nine Years of
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| (4] |
e Queftion in this particular (befides the Na-
tiv'fshgo%g to buy of other Nations) is only whe-
cher "tis beft for the Woollen Manufacture, that
Perpe TOWT
gf:l?l’icci, as was by the Exclufive Company in
1686, or that 70000 Picces of Perpects a Yeat be
Sold in an open Trade, as ’tis now, at 6 Ackys or
Crowns each Piece; the one amounting to 9750
per Ann. the other to 105000per Ann. by thediffe-
rence whereof the Nation gains 95000 per «nn.
And whereas it has been faid in Print, and o
therwife, that the Separate Traders have not paid
the African Company above one per Cfn.t,‘ on the
Goods they have Exported to Africa 3 “tis alfo ne-
ceffary to obferve, ) o
“That the Duties of 10 per Cent. received by the

African Company of the Separate Traders has a-

mounted to gooool. and therefore if the Separate
Traders have paid but 1 per Cent. ontheir Exports
to Africa, they muft have Exported thither during
the time (or 13 Years) the Duty of 10 per Cenz.

was payable, to the Value of nine Mi.llio‘ns‘,of. Mony
- Sterling. g T
This deferves Confideration, as that there are now

more Ships in the Trade from London and the Out-

ports than ever; and that when the choice Ne-

s fold for 141. to 181. a head, _Sugar did ;)b;
i%:‘i;)cnn the Plant:ti.ons for half the Price it hasdone

for many Years paft, or fince t'l"ne"Trad_e to Africahas
‘been lai)c'i open to a’.ll her Majefty’s Subjets. |
" The African Company’s Settlements, as others,

are on a fmall part of the Coaft, and the Trade in
general no ways dependantupon them ; fo that the

Turkey Company have the fame reafon to claim the
, Pz:;pee{'ty ofpallythe Lands of the Grand Signior,
becaufe they have Faory Houfes in Turkey, as the

African

&s be Sold at two Ackys or Crowns

(4] »

African Company have to thofe of the Princes in
Africa, to whom they pay Rent for the Ground
where their Factories ftand : If the Company had
a Property to the fole Trade to Africa, why do
all other Nations Trade to the fame Places, as
well where their Fatories are, as where they are

of Africa 201.. to 24 1. a Flead, ’tis not be omitted,
that the African Company have contraéted to de-
liver the South Sea Company at 10/, asthat the Se-
E?ratc Trade buy them much under 10/, on the

Coaft from 50s. to 4/. a head, which they are
ready to thew Vouchers for at all Times in a pro-
per Place. ‘ S e

it demontftrable, that the Lofs of our Sugar Trade
cannot proceed from the ‘want of the Plantations
being duly {upplied with Negroes; but entirely the
Caufes already affign’d, viz. the Encreafe of the
Ftench Settlements, and Power in the Ifiand in A-
merica, efpecially on Hifpaniola. o

US,T as the Proofs of the laft Letters were
| brought me, I had put into my Hands the er-
cators for fome Days paft, which I but curfo-
rily looked over, and fhould have been extremely
forprifed to find the Author in fo Publick a man-
ner thewing himfelf an Advocate for Spain, had
not he been fo for France: None but an Hirelin

bitants of a Country from whofe Labour and indu-
; : o ftry

It being faid that Negroes coft upon the Coaft

old Coaft and Widab, and at other Parts-of the

~ *Tis prefum’d the foregoing Obfervations make

for France would fo fcandaloufly have abufed, not
only her Majefty’s diftant Subjeéls, but the Inha-

ek __,-“.,’—fa—%z':-;s_a
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vy fuch Riches have accrued, and been brought of |

late Years to this Kin

gdom,

one but this Wretch would have fet Pen to

aper in the Service!of

his Mafters for the Deftry-

él:gonvof fuch an lland, and of 3 Trade from thence
with the Spaniards, thar has been of infinitely
more Advantage to this Nation, than any Projeéts

of erecting a Somzh Seq
Contraét. |

Cowpany, and an Affiento

I do not trouble my felf whether the Letter
reprinted from the Flying Poft- in Mercator 169,

which he is fo Angry with, be Ge

nuine or not,

¥ affure him thofe herein before incerted from Fa- |

waica are fo, and ready to be produced in.
per place, with many more to confirm them

a pro.

_But becaufe the Writer of that Letter hath faid,
vz, ¢ towhata low Ebb mugt Famaica be brought

“if her Majefty don’t fpeedily

give us leave to ufe

¢ Reprifals; Inftead of denying any of the Fads in

- theLetter, howarmgam]y doesthe Mercarpr ; p
-although from the word infult,

may feem upon firft view to. be faid o

ing of the Letters, thjs
f the Spans.

@rds, yet I believe *¢is evident the Writer of the

faid Letter’s meaning was, that her

give them leave to ma1§e.Reprifals on the French

all Letters from Jamaica confirm, and.p
as by part of a Letter from thence

Baily Courant the 7th In

'tis exprefly faid, ¢« That T},

nd. particularly
» Inferted in the
ftant appears, for therein
ornton was lately made

Prize by the. Hampton-Coure, one of the four

¢ French Men of War

¢ Trade from Famaica.
The Mercator in No.

ationed to interrupt ouy

170. would have had his

‘Readers ‘believe the French haye left off Trading

Wiv‘h.Nm'Sl’“"”f or into the South Seas direétly,

for

\
"

S Is1
for fays he, ¢ Tam not ignorant what thefe Men

¢ fuggeft, that the Spaniards admit the Fremch to

[

‘Trade with them now, at the fame time we are
excluded; buc they beg this Queftion with a
Witnefs till they prove it, and till they can give
us an Account of one French Ship arrived there
fince the Peace; whart might be before the Wag
was quite another Cafe, and not at all to the
purpofe. > But that to fay the French now fend
Ships and Trade to New Spain, is not begging
the Quettion, appears by the following Paragraph
of a Letter from Cediz dated the 10th of Fune 1714,

K ;o™ A

K in the Daily Courant of this Day:.
: ¢ Here 1s a French Ship loading for the Spami b

¢ Weft Indies, ’tis kepta Secret where the i bound,
¢ but fuppofed by her Cargo, which will be rich,
¢ for the Fera Guz: Another failed from hence as
bout three Weeks ago; ‘thefe do not go'as Spa-
niards but as what they are, fo they are not fa~
tisfied with driving the Trade from France, but
do it likewife from hence, whilft the Spanifb Mer~
chants are in a manner excluded by the feldom
going of any of their Fleets : And befides from
the Extrad of Letters from Famaica already men-

[}

LR S R S

tioned, which = Letters, and many others from -

thence, together with feme late ones from France,
of feveral Ships being now fitting out ac St. Malp’s,
&c. for the South Seas, are ready to be produced at
all times in a proper Place. = :

I will fo far agree with the Mercator, that our
Trade from Famaica with the Spaniards is a Collufive

one, or contrary to the Laws, Cuftoms, &c. of Spain,
as well as that with us.  All ether Nations tradin
to our Colonies and Plantations,  are feizable an
liable to a Forfeiture: But I would defire him, as
he has allowed this ‘Trade to be a valuable o,ne'ltlo
. R . e the




the Kingdom, to make a diftinétion between our

_‘Traders being taken or feized by the Spaniards, ac-
cording to their Laws, Cuftoms, &¢c. and by the

French with their Ships of War as Frize, or by our
Governments depriving the Subjeéts of Grear-Bri-
tain of that beneficial Trade, which from the Spa-

- miards, whom it chiefly concerns, we fhould be

in no Danger of. _

I have i part touched upon this in my third
Letter, and refer my Reader thither, with putting
thele Queftions, = = | ‘

Whether any Stipulation in a Treaty, the Arti-

“cle whereof not particularly confirmed by A& eof
Parliament; can reftrain the Subje& from any

Right or Liberty, which etherwife he might law-
fully claim or enjoy, or put him under any Penal-
ties or Incapacities which the Laws of his Country
have not done? o , <

Whether tis the Intereft of Great‘-Br‘iMiﬁ,‘ to g
-deprive its Subjects of -thofc Advantages they have |

or might enjoy, .in Complacetice to the Intereft of

any foreign Nation, by adding Force and Executi- §j
~on to their Laws, Cuttoms, {Jc. againit our own

People, which would probably otherwife be di-
{fpens’d with by, or prove ineffectual from that
Nation whom it whelly concerns2©
“The foregoing Reflettions, upon the firft read-
ing thefe Papers, immediately occurred to me, and

I can truly fay, I heartily forgive the Aercaror §

thofe familiar Names he beftows upon the Inha- §
bitarits of JFamaica, for the following Paragraphs §

inthem. . ‘ »

¢ All Men know, that the Trade to Famaica, §

¢ Trade with New Spain were taken away.

. ¢ would be of very fmall Moment to England, in B
~ ¢ comparifon to what it now is, if their clandeftine |

¢ They '

L47 |

¢ They own what is noted above, that take awa

¢ their Clandefine and Pyratical Trade, and the

- ¢ Mand of Famaica will be red
- € Ebb, which is indeed very. ::'c

€
€

¢ twentieth part of the Trade whi

¢
<
¢
X3
¢
¢

ed to a very low
uc, compared to

that flourithing Trade which they carry on now -
?

for Famaice, as a P i i
¢ OOdleOIM, / l.antatxon,‘ altho’ it be 5 very
g ¥s yet is not able to CArry on one

h is now drive
there. We know very well wI:: t e Pro.
ductions of that Ifland, fuch ag éo:t,:n,thlicgzg-

b4

Cocoa, Pimento, @c. and the Quantity and Va-

lue we bring from thence is cafily known. Byt

‘what is all this to the Gold and Silv ich i
‘return’d from thence to Britain, ans ‘;?:f,}ééf

¢ larly to the other of our Weft India or American

. 6

[1
¢
€

¢
4
¢
¢
¢

(4
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€ Colonies, who are all fupplied with their Cur-
‘Plate from this one Iland ?.«And”

rent Coin an
what numbers of People are maintain’

; - _ n'd .
matca, more than as a meer Plantation. :;O'ZIZ
ever find Bufinefs there, who are ]| cm;;lfby’d in
the T-radmgwlth_ or Plundering and Robbing the
Spaniards, even in the time of the profoundeft

Peace? Have not fome Hundred thoufand Pounds

in Vialue in our Woollen Manufatures, ; -
Goods, been fent yearly from Engls;n‘:lngoo?;;f |

maica, more than they could any way d; |
- ¢ but for this Pyratical Peacﬁzbrea){gin ;Y T‘?;gg:fc of,

¢ It may be well faid by the Writers - of the
. Lett_cr from j’c{maim, that, if their-lrisb;{ d:)cf
trading Clandeflinely is taken from the 4

Trade will be reduced to a very low Ebb; for

indecd fifteen Parts of twent ine-

Iftee » Ity, nay fomef3 -

tecn Parts of twenty, of all th,c Tr);:dc of 5!’2”':32

s their clandeftine Trade with Spain, ‘and fuch
other Trades as depend thercon., = . . =

¢ Firtt

.

[ -
g
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[43] o
¢ Firft it is certain, that this fecret Trade to Spain
is the real and only Occafion of the great Con-
courfe of People, that is, of Europeans, to the

Hland of Famaica: This by confequence, is the

Occafion of fuch an unufual Trade thither for
Provifions, as well from England as Ireland, and
all the Britifh Colonies on the Continent of 4nse-
rica. o ' '

¢ Were the Commerce of Famaica only fuch as.

would depend upon the Plantation of the Colony
only, the Number of Inhabitants efpecially at the
Sea-Ports of that Ifland would be very few, com-
pared -to what now are to be found there: It
need not be enlarged upon, that a great part of

the Commerce from Ireland, Maderas, New En-

¢ gland, New York, Ferfey, Penfylvamia, Virginia,

D T R N T U A )
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- London and Briffel.

and Carolina, to Famaica, is tor Provifions, be-
fides the large quantity which is carried from
} Were the Colony of ¥a-
maice to maintain no People but its own Plan-.
ters, and a Proportion of Tradefmen to them, as
~other Hlands do, the demand of Provifions,
efpecially of Wine and Beer, Corn and Salted

Fith, would be trifling, compared to what it
now is. . LAk

- ¢ But the fitting out fuch Numbers of S‘hips,‘
Sloops, &'c. upon the private Trade, &e, and
-the concourfe of Inhabitants, Merchants, Sea-

men, &e. to that Hell upon Earth, that worle

than Sodom, the City or Port near the Point at
Famaica, draws fuch a Multitude of People thi-

ther, and demands fuch prodigious Quantities of
Provifions of all forts, but efpecially as above,
that this Trade alone to Femaica equals if not

exceeds that of all our other Iflands put together
even in their moft flourithing State, 0F

¢ From

R e v— »

T41

- ¢ From this paft, come we to the great Quantity
¢ of Englifp W oollen. Manufatures which are con.
¢ tinually carried to Yamaica, more perhaps than.

¢ are fent of that Kind to all the Colonies the Bri-.
* ifp Nation poflefles in America, Where do this,

- ¢ People pretend they are confum’d? Are the Peg.
¢ ple, the Inhabitants of Famaica, able to-cop~

¢ fume 4 or yo0000/. a Year in Linen and Wool-
¢ len Manufactures, or would the meer Planrers of
¢ Jamaica do fo if there were no more People
¢ there than would be as a Plantation ?

/¢ The Queftion needs not to be offered, the Fa-
- * maica Merchants know very well what Trade

| ¢ they thip thofe Goods for, and that they are not

\ \ccﬂity to deftroy it:

| ¢ for the Confumption of Famaica, but for the Spa-
¥ ¢ wibWeft-Indies; that theyare all fora Clandeffine
I private Trade on the Coatt of Carthagena, St. Mar-

| ¢ tha, the Bay of Honduras, &c.

- After what I have quoted, I believe the great

Advantages gained to us by
maica, is o apparent, thas could I have feen it
‘fooner, I might have fpared a great many other

Arguments and Proofs ; for you fee this Author

has gone beyond me in almoft every Parricular

of it; tho’ (according to his Cuftom) he infers
B/ from thofe Advantages we receive, a greater Ne- %
But fince his Manner and %7
| Intereft in Writing is generally known, and has |
| been evidently defigned for mif-reprefenting and
’tis not extra-

ruining our Trade in all its Parts ;

§ ordinary to fee him wreft the moft contrary Con-

| Clufions frem the cleareft Fadts: That he has done

d fo here, I fhall not fay, but leave it to every Per.

fon o judge for himfelf, and only conclude with

| obferving, that what is advanc’d by one with ill

Views, may fometimes ferve to fet the Truth ina
l - ' 0 fuller

our Trade to ¥a-
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intended to be darkned, ‘and in the cad only expofe
 his own villainous Defigns, and make him odmus to - L
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