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- received ;- but notwithftanding. all that was faid

Set of Men have very induftrioufly endeavoured to\a

LETTER

TO A

SIR

T is not long fince that in a Company with

~ whom we were met to. pafs the Evening, the
- Converfation you know turned chiefly upon
~ the Eaft-India Company, which among other
Matters relative to that Body, drew on at length
much Talk about Madrafs, and the Caufes of the
Lofs and Ranfom of it; every onefpoke and de-
livered his Opinion from ' the Information he had

upon the Subject, by fome to the Dithonour of the
Gentlemen at that Time in Truft there, you feemed - o
to entertain a Sufpicion to the laft, That a certain = ?

dlfgulfe and mifreprefent the Truth, intimating alfo
an earneft Defire to be clearly informed of the Truth y
if you knew by what Channel to come at it: I re-

~folved, tho’ I did not allow myfelf to enter deeply; ‘

into the Controverfy that Night, to comply with
your Reque{’c as far as I was able, and as {oon as
1 convemently could 3 “and that I might not be too,

' :tardy, I fet about colleéhmT at my ﬁrﬁ Leifure fuch =~ §
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authentic Accounts ‘as I knew were procurable, and
recolle@ing fuch previous Occurrences as I thought

'mlgnt: ferve to exhibit the Foundation of the Mea-

fures taken in Leadenball-fireet for near twenty Years
paft, and to elucidate the Train of dark Intrigues
carried on there to this very Day. In Order to do
which, it is neceffary to remark on fome Paffages
feveral Years antecedent to the fatal Period whereof
T am about to fpeak ; the Faéts I affert are founded
upon fuch Authority, as I believe will not be con-

~ tefted, and the Tnferences I make will I think be

allowed to be natural and juft; fhould any of them
at firlt View appear fomewhat remote from the
Points at prefent in queftion, you will neverthelefs
1 dare fay acknowledge in the End, they have
ferved as ufeful Lights and Guides to your Judg-
ment. To begin then, :

You may remember that in the Year 1 732, there
was a Conteft among the Proprietors of the India
Stock, whether they -thould continue the Dividend
at Seven per Cent. or reduce it to Six? Itis not ne-
Lmary that I enter into the Arguments made Ufe
of on this Occafion ; a Ballot enfued ; and though

it was carried to continue the Dividend of Seven

“per Cent. knowing and difinterefted Perfons re-
raained fill under a Doubt, ‘whether that was a
right Meafure ; at leaft fo much may be faid in
Juftification of thofe. who were againtt it, and 1

: tnmk you will recolle it, that when it was after-
- wards in 1743, propofed to mcreafe the Dividend
“to Eight per Cent. the Proprietors were told the

’Ctock would much better aﬂ’ord then to divide
Ej, ht than Seven in 1732 5 you will fee in the
Courfe

i

- fubftituted in their Stead ;

T3
Courfe of this Letter how ill-judged it was to make
fuch a Declaration, but much more to propofé it at

* that Juncture, when we were juft upon the Eve of

a War with France.

But to teturn to the Year 1%32, the ill Humour
which the Conteft about the Dividend had raifed,
continued till the EleCtion for DireCtors came. on in
1733, when a new Lift was formed and carried,
wherein all thofe who were looked upon to have had
the chief Influence in the Management of the
Company’s Affairs before, were left out, and others
| thefe to keep up an
Intereft, with thofe who had placed them in Power,
applied their Thoughts to every Meafure that could
be conttived to create a Saving, thereby to fup-
port the Dividend, at the fame Time negle&ing

every Thing that was attended with Expence,

though never fo neceffary and effential to the Pre-
fervatlon of the whole Capital Stock. |

- Some Years of Tranquillity, and f{ome “other
favourable Circumftances, helped to encourage the
new DireCtors in their Scheme of (Economy 3 how-

“ever, there were fome Events, which though they

happened at too great a Diftance to be the Subjeét

“of much Debate in the Coffee-Houfes in London,

yet it might reafonably have been expected would
have had a more confiderable Share of the Attention
of fome in Leadenball-fireet. -

In the End of the Year 1738, Shaw Nadir entered
the Mpygul's Dominions, and within few Months

“after became Mafter of the Mogul’s Perfon, and in
~ Poﬁeﬂion of Dilhy the Capital City : It was imagined

A 3 . that

o v e I R T D ey 2y et o T —_— .



3

[ 61
hat aftpr fo eafy a Conqueft, he would have de-
clared himfelf Sovereign of the Empu‘e, and have

detached fome of his Perfian Generals as Vice-Roys

over-the diftant Provinces, Wherc they ‘would have
vaifed great Centributions from the Natives, and
obliged the Eurgpean Settlements to pay largely for
their Liberty of Trade, and the Confirmation of
thofe Privileges which they had obtained of the
former Lords and Governours of thofe Countries ;
it appears that the Dire&ors in Leadenball-fireet were
not without Apprehenfions of that Sort, and their
Servants abroad had flattered themfelves that Care

~ would. have been taken here, to fend out fo con- |

fiderable a Force as might fecure them from the

Neceflity of {fubmitting to any unreafonable Terms ;-
‘but inftead of fending any Additional Force, they

contented themfelves with tacking the following
Paragraph to their Letter of the zd of Fonuary,

1739. ¢ We rely that you have exerted a proper

< Care of our Privileges and Eftate on the fur-
* prizing Revolution brought about by Shaw Nq~
« dir’s March from Perfia into India, and the Con-

quiet' Poffeflion and Centinuance of the Phir-

-« maund Grants in our Favour, and a free Cur-
% gency of our Trade without Moleﬁatlon from

¢ the new Governours, Vice-Roys, and Nabobs,
¢ that may be appomtﬁd on fo great -a Change; in

s Cafe of any Difficulty or Obﬁzruﬁxon, we pet-
¢ fwade ourfelves that you ftrug g;Ied W1th and
< removed them in the beft Manner, embracmg
w“ffevcry favourab e Opportumty that offered to

“‘ Pro_

- they dl;fcovcred plamly the Snare thch was 1a1d

done by Money : it is not ealy to fay how much

herey if in Confequence it had occafioned. any §
Rumour of lowering the Dividend, you who have |
Ipent your Life among us in this Part of the World

~ Arts which would have been made Ufe of by the

queft of the Mogul Empire, by your fecuring a
pleaded Neceﬁlty and the Letter of their Orders 3

‘they meant no more by the Truft repofed in their
-Servapts, -t than- the Power of repelling Force by [

717
&6 promote' our Intereft and Wcjlfanc comformable to ; :
s¢ the Truft repofed in you.. |

The Servants abroad were not fo chm ﬁcrhted bur

had kept Poﬁ'eﬁion of the Mogu!’s Country, and
changed the Government of the diftant Provinces,
there were but two Ways of preferving . the former
Grants and a free Currency of -the Trade; as the
Direétors -had fent out no Force, it muft have been

the new Goverpour might have demanded, or how
much would have contented him ; in all Likelihood

it-would . have been fo confiderable, as would have. - |

gone deep in the Sum they had been faving up

will guefs at the . Clamour which fuch an ‘Event .
would have caufed among -the Proprietors, and the

Direors to fix the Blame abroad; it would have ||
‘been: in vain for their Servants there to have |

and though I believe you will think, as they fent

out no- Force, it is but a reafonable 1ntﬂrpretation of fi
the latter Part of the Paragraph juft recited, that
-they meant -and- intended a Sum-of Money {hould ;
‘be applied to make up. Matters ; yet I fay if fucha |

Neceflity had happened they would have pre etengca »

Ay o I(JI‘C"*




Forces arid as'they had negle@ted that, would have
branded them with Cowardice, perhaps have ac- |

cufed them alfo of Knavery, in having charged more
than double what was actually paid, and in Con-
fequence have difmiffed them with Difgrace and In-
famy ; and to carry on the Farce, would have ordered
them to England, to the Ruin of themfelves and
Families, under Pretence of fuing them in the Courts
here for Breach of Truft. ‘This was the Light in
which - this remarkable Paragraph was confidered
Abroad, and though the Servants' there were
extreamly chagrined by RefleGtions of that Sort,

they had the Pleafure to fee that bitter Cup was

pafled from them, Shew Nadir having reftored the

‘Mogul to the Pofleflion of his Dominions,. and was

returned into Perfia 3 the Effeés of his Conqueft were
not felt till- fome Years after in the Southern Pro-

vinces, and were then of a different Sort from what was
}at firft apprehended ; as they have ne Connection
| with the Purpofe- of th1s Letter I forbear any Recn:al f
| of them. :

" This Storm, which appearecl only at a Dlﬁance,

“had not been long over, before the People  abroad
| were threatned with another; this was the March of

an Army ' of Morattaes, conﬁﬁmg of Ninety or a

hundred Thoufand Horfe into the Province of Arcot

in the Year 1740. As Madrafs was fituated in

that Country, and within three Days March of that

Capital, it was too mtereihno' an Event to be
altogether indifferent about it and indeed for a
whﬂe it enmoﬁ”ed the whole Care and Attention of the

i (,ompany s Servants theze, m What Manner it would

be.

[oT

be moft. prudent for them to act in. fo critical a.

~ Conjuncture 5 -they looked  upon. it as mcumbent},

upon them, to fecure themfelves as well as they .
could from any Attacks of the Morattaes; but if the
Means they made ufe of was attended with Expence,
and that was impoffible to be avoided, they were
under- uneafy Apprehenfions of incurring the Dif-_
pleafure -of the Directors at Home 3 for although‘
when any Repairs had been. reprefented as neceflary,
and fometimes- a new Warehoufe or other Con-

~ venience wanted abroad, the Directors had,generally_

indeed given their Confent; yetit wasas often thatthey
complained of the Coft when it was compleated,
and almoft every Year tranfmittted them a Lecture
upon (Economy. -Read what follows as a Specimen
thereof, dated the goth December, 1737. < Several
¢¢ of the Paragraphs under this Head are in Avnfwer,
¢ _to our Letters ‘then before you; you affure us alt
‘¢ Accounts are narrowly infpected, and the utmoft

¢ Frugality in all Difbmffements;-, we fhall onlj
- < reply in general, that the fame Care muft always

¢ be. continued ; we obferve the Expences of your

. ¢ Place and the Subordinates, are near the fame as

< ufual ; and you tell us the great Reduéhon made

¢ in 1723, has left no Room for you to leflen the

¢« Expence of the Military, Gun-room, and Peons,_
< this being the Cafe we acquiefce ; needful Charges .

¢ muft be defrayed all that we aim at, is, tohave -}

¢ our Money difburfed in. the carefulleft Manner,
¢ {uperfluous Articles avoided, and in fhort ‘good-
¢ Hufbandry to be exerc1fed in the Manaoementf
. of every Branch of our Aﬁ'axrs commltted to your

: « Carc, :
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s Care, whereby Savings may be made iwhen
« Repalrs and fuch other like Things are neceffary.”
If to this be added, that there was a Standing Order
fubfifting ever fince the Year 1723, that no new
Building fhould be Ereééted, or any confiderable
Repairs fet about, before an Eftimate of the Expence
‘was made, and Leave from hence firft had and ob-
tained, I dare fay you will think the Apprehenfion
of the Gentlemen Abroad was feunded upon fome
Reafon, notwithftanding an Expreflion that was
fometimes tacked to -a-particular Conceffion, *¢ That
“ they grudged no Expence that was neeeﬁ‘a,ry for
«“ the Defence of the Settlement.”

"The Morattaes, as 1have faid, having entared the
l?rovmce of Arcot, killed theNabob, and. defeated

his Army, proceeded to the ‘Capital, swhich ithey -

plundered, and while they ftayed there, raifed large
Contributions from the adjacent Countries ; . they
wrote to the‘Gevernour of ‘Madrafs, that they had
large Demands on the Company, which they-would
fettle at Leifure, in the mean Time ‘they demanded
three Hundred Thoufand Pagodas in Part towards

the Pay of their Army ; as this Letter was only fent .
by two Horfermen, it was ‘not -difficult for him to

return an Anfwer, but ‘he would not have found it
{o eafy, in the Circumftances the Place then was,

to have avoided parting with a round Sum, if they

~had backed their Demand by marching: a much
lefs Number than their ‘whole’ Force" dgam{’c the
Town . that they did not do fo, Was‘ I am con-
'Vmced owing to- other Caufes, than any Oplmon
that his Powcr was -fufficient to- refift them.

I come

[ 11] ;,
1 come now to the laft Scene at Madrafs, namelf |
the Lofs of that moft important and valuable Settle-

ment, which was taken by the French in September

1746. From what has been already faid, you will
be able to form a pretty good Judgment of "the
Difpofition and Ways of thinking of thofe con-
cerned in the Management of the Company’s Affairs
both at Home and Abroad () ; I muft take up fome
Part of your Time by relating fome Occutrences
which happened previous to the Siege of the Place,
and when I have explained to you the Condition it
was in at that Juncture, together with the Tran{-
actions and other Crrcumﬁances confequent thereto,

(2) In the Begmmng of ‘1742, Mr Law, Gentleman of |
kriown Honour and Integrity, was difmiffed from the Government
of Bombay, for no other Qaufe aﬁigned or pretended . than the
Expences he had put the Company to in ‘having partly fortified
the Town and Caftle of that Iftand ; and what ftrengthens the
‘Prefumption that it was only for that, is an Exprefion in a

~ ‘Letterfrom a ‘certain leadmg Man at that Time in the Dxreé‘uon,

which take as he wrote it.. ¢ Mr. Law we think a very honeft
« Man, but too expenﬁve .a Governour.””  This Inftance re-
newed the Fears and .Apprehenfions of the People at Maa’mﬁ,

" bat.as they had the Year before wrote the Dire€tors, « that they.

¢ had fome Reafon to believe the Province of 4rcor would be
« reftored to a State of T'ranquility in a few Months, when they

¢ ‘would lofe no Time in reducing t the Garrifon Charges to what

¢ was prefcribed in peaceable Times.” They hoped it mighe,

“have fome Effe&t to pacify them, and “quiet the Pangs which.it.

was imagined they would be under, for the Money. which was
Jaid out on the Town when the Morattaes entered the Province.
“The Direfors anfwer this the 4th of February, 1742, and fay,

-« This would be ‘an agreeable Service, prov1ded it could with

¢ Pradence be accomplifhed ; but as Affairs in Europe are fhill
« in an unfettled State, fach a Redu&lon muﬁ not be Wholly
< made until you hear further from us.

you
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you will be able to decide, Whether that Event
was not owing to an ill iudgedv Parfimony or ftupid
Negledt, to fay no worfe, in the Directors at Home,
rather than to any bafe and difthonourable Conduét
in the Servants Abroad ; but the Dire&ors, in ordes
to exculpate and fkreen themfelves, have very in-
duftrioufly propagated many Falthoods, and left
no Arts untried, tho’ never fo low and mean, to
blacken the Charaters of thofe unfortunate Gentle-
men, and fo fix on them the Blame and Odlum of
that deplorable Lofs. -

To fatisfy you that the Direftors in Lmdenball«
ﬁreez‘ were not entirely ignorant, that there was fuch
a People fubfifting as the French ; the 3oth of De-
cember, 1737, they wrote to Madrafs thus. ¢ The
< moft particular Intelligence procurable concerning
« thofe Powerful Competitors the French, and their

|« Commerce, muft annually be communicated ‘to
‘¢ ys, inferting the Number of Ships, Tonnage,

<« Imports and Exports, with the Situation of their
¢ Affairs, and our other Rivals in Trade upon the
<« Coaft of Choromandel” The next ExtractI fhall
gtve you, is a Proof the Gentlemen abroad- had

a full Attention to the Conduct of their Neigh-

- ‘,bours, I don’t certainly know what they wrote
| | hither, but you may guefs at the Purport by the
“Anfwer. that was given the 21ft of March 1739.
<« Ag Affairs are now fituated, you cannot be too

« watchful of their Meafures ; we take it well at

¢ your Hands, that upon a Report of a War being
«¢ broke out in Exrope, our Strength was confidered,
“¢in ‘the Manner reprefented by your {eparate

- ¢ Letter,

- {131 :

¢ T etter, what is therein defired we have com-
« plied with by this Shipping, as far as- we are
¢ able.”

- In all Probab:hty the feperate Letter Ju{’c men-
tioned, reprefented the weak State of the Place, and
ended with a Requeft to be put in a more refpe&able
Condition ; there are fome Truths, though never fo |
neceffary to be told, frequently become difagreeable |
by being often repeated ; to confider that with the
Attention it deferved, no doubt gave Pain to Peopie
here, as every Thing elfe did which was attended |
with Expence; in fhort, they feemed to grow |-
peevith, for prefently after they add. ¢ The par- |
« ticular Intelligence we defired in the 45th Para- ||
« graph, refpeGed an Account of, their feveral §-

¢ Ships Cargoes inward and outward as far as you |
“_could learn, together with their Trade carried on §
“ from Port to Port in India, and by the fame §

“ being colleGted together in one of the Papers in {|
“ the Packet, it may be more explicite than your
¢ general Advices will permit. .

You muft excufe me if I ftop here, to animadvert §

a little upon -an Expreflion in the Director’s Letter

juft now recited ; they fay, “ what is defired -in i
¢ your feperate Letter (which no doubt was Men W
% and Warlike Stores) we have complied with by
“ this Year’s fhipping as far as we are able. - Now |
I would defire to know, and I hope at fome Time
or other they will tell you, what it was that rendered ffj
them incapable of complying fully Wlth what was
requefted ; till you fhall be fatisfied by them in that
Refpect, thofe without Doors Wﬂl make Ufe of

, o their i




their own Conjetures ; it could not be the Want
of Money, for they had been puffing every Year
at the General Court, how much their Savings were
increafed, and their own Merit for fo prudent a
{| Condu: What was it then? the Direftors will
1| fay perhaps, the Ships they fent out had not Room
| and Convenience to carry more Men and Warlike
Stores; 1 afk then, why they did not fend out
more Ships? But the Objeftion to that doubtlefs
was, that it would leflen the Profits they made, by
having the furplus Tonnage home at-half Freight,
and perhaps a Ship or two might have remained in
India upon Demurrage , and fo for the Sake _' of
that Paltry Saving, all their Settlements in India, were
|| left expofed to every Invader ; there was no Danger
t| abroad which feemed allarming enough to take off
Il the Attention of thefe Gentlemen, who were fafe in

V| Leadenball-fireet, from their favourite Fund ; in the

firft Flurry of their Spirits from the Apprehenfions

! - they were- under of the Danger Madrafs might be

| expofed to from the Morattaes, they refolved to
\| #rite, that they would have that Garrifon confift of

|| fix hundred Enropeans, exclufive. of the Gun-room
|| Crew ; accordingly they fent out upon each Ship -

\| fuch a Number of private Men as was ufual in the
" moft peaceable Times, and which might be fufficient
to anfwer the Number of thofe who were dead and
I deferted abroad in the Year; however, they fent

~ out alfo a Man with the Title of Major, nay, they
went furcher; for feemingly to comply with the
Requeft-of the G\entle“me_n, at-Madrafs (a) they wc;z

|| (a) The Gentlemen abroad, when the Morattaes entered the
A ‘ o Province,

57

at the extraordinary Expence of almoft Eight and

- Fotty Shillings a Month to arother Man whom they .
called. an Engineer ; this laft: died before he arrived

at Madrafs; and the other lived but few Months
aftér ; having fuch ill Succefs with thefe two, they
could never prevail with theémfelves to fend any
more, till after Madrafs was taken by the French;

~in fhort, while thefe powerful Competitors, as the

Directors called them in 1437, though they don’t
always {peak what they think ; I fay while the
Fremch were increafinig their Strength, and extending

~ their Views abroad ; our People here, if we may

judge by their fubfequent Conduct, feem entirely to
have defpifed them, or at leaft, to have thought,
thdt any futrther Care of their Settlements abroad

~ would be needlefs and an unneceffary Expence.

If any Thing could have moved thefe _Leadgég

- Holl-freet Direftors, it might have been expeéte d 1

they would. have made fome Refletion upon the’ |

~ Advices they reccived from Madrafs, of the Arrival i

Province; were very particular in defcribing to the Dire&ors the

_ Situation of the Place, the Sort of Fortification which was’

ftanding, and the Condition thereof, as well as the Artillery,
mioft of which was very old and Honey-combed; I have no-
Copy of their Letter, or I would have inferted it in the Appen~
dix, but I have been told it was among other Things repre-
fented, that fome new and additional Works were neceflary, for
although a great deal of Money had been formerly expended, it
had been laid out with very little Judgment; and therefore if the
Direcors fhould confent to have the Town properly fortified, it
would be neceflary to fend out an 4b/e Engineer, who would direct
the new Works, and repair the Defeéts in the Old, at much lefs

L Expence,. than if left to be conducted again byunfkllful t;?erfons:.'

of
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of Monf. de la Bourdonnais at Pondicherry in the Year
1741, with a Squadron of large Ships, and his
having landed Fifteen Hundred Men there ; I know
thefe Gentlemen here have often puffed of their
perfeé’c Intelligence of the French Force, and the

Deftination of every Ship belonging to them'; but I

believe the firft Intelligence they had of this large

Armament being fent to Judia, was from .t.heir"
Servants at. Madrafs: Neverthelefs they remained
as perfe@ly eafy and tranquil here as if no Danger

was to be apprehended, at leaft from the Fremch 5
who to be fure would not dare to- attack us, be-

caufe they had offered a Neutrality. I. fay the
French had offered a Neutrality : it was in 1742,

~and for Proof of it, I refer you to a State of that

Affair in the- Appendix, No. I. Nothing ,certain%y
could have happened more fortunately for our Di-

rectors, nothing fo : favourable : to. their beloved .

Plan of faving all Expence, than this Offer of a

Neutrality. But abftracted = from their penurious

- Scheme, what could a Set of Merchants have dcé—
~ fired or withed for more, than to carry on- their
| Trade free from any additional Expence or Fear of
Danger; at leaft in thofe Parts where they were
~moft expofed ? To extend the Flames of War  to

fuch a diftant Part of the World, muft always. be
. attended with infinite Expence, and the Succefs of
~the beft laid Defigns always uncertain, from a

 Varicty of Accidents, which as they cannot be fore-
feen, are feldom provided for ;3 but Covetoufnefs and
a Relu@tance to fpend any Part of what they had

‘amafled, though never fo neceffary for the Pre- -

fervation

E[;I7l]_

fervation of their Capital, was rnow turned to 2 moft |
ftupid but eager Avidity; not contented with
their Share of the Benefits of a free and- uninterrupt-
ed Trade, by which they had accumulated a large

Sum, they thirfted after the ‘whole, and vainly -
- imagined, that by fending out a few Ships of War

to cruize upon the French Ships, they fhould

entirely ruin the French Company. 1If that was the |

Scheme of him to whom the Offer of Neutrality was

firft tendered here, it was unhappy for the Nation,
that he concealed it in his own Breaft, without com-

municating it to fome of more Judgment and Pru-

dence than himfelf. It is faid, a good General ought
‘to be capable notonly of forming his own Scheme, -
but of penetrating alfo into that of the Enemy; -
but this doughty Politician was. too fhort fighted,
ke only hugged himfelf with the ‘Hopes of taking -
fome of their Ships ; which were fattered o much

the more, as he expected to come upon them by

Surprize ; it never entered into his Thoughts; at” .
leaft. never to have: any Share in his Attention,
whether the French might not be provoked to com- -

mit Hoftilities in their Turn, or what Schemes they

were capable of forming and executing *. All the
Orders which were given to the Commanderg of

- W"-’n; might Mr. Dujlez;x fay tda Gentleman who was Pri‘;; ”

foner at Pondicherry, What Be——ts are your Direétors, and how -

unqualified for great Affairs! We offered "them a Neutrality

which - they refufed, then f{quirted out a little Squadron to" fur- - -
prize our Trade ; and with this Infult uponus, ‘negle@ed to the

laft to put their Settlement's.in;apy Pofture of Defence? What 2 -

pany, and of our Kings too? tl}éy have their Reward,”

contemptible Opinion, faid he, muft they have of ,,qqg Com-.

B Co the‘ﬂ’ :
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“the King’s Ships (and which it may be {fuppofed -

were drawn up agrecable to the Sentiments of - the
Ditectors, at leaft of thofe who called them{elves
‘thé Secret Committee) feemed to be calculated only
for a Cruizing Scheme, either to {nap up fome of
the French Ships, or to lye fo in the Way as to
prevent any of thejr Cruizers taking of ours; j:he
Safety of the Settlements, upon which depended our
Hopes of fecuring the Trade, both then and in
futnre, feems to be entirely unthought of, or if

* thought of, entirely neglected. You cannot have

forgot, Sir, that upon more Occafions than one, when
feveral of our Merchants had received Advice of

" Ships being Giled from France, that fome were feen

to be Southward of the Line, and ‘_fom‘e in"_other'
Places, which gave Reafon to believe they were

deftined to the Eaft-Indies and in-..Confequen‘ce ex-

prefled a Doubt whether they might not do fome
Mifchief there: the People of the India. Houlfe,
" or fome of their Emiffaries, were always ready to
quict thofe Fears, by pretending that the Ships
which - were feen at the Brazils were only bound to
téi South Sea, and the reft to other Parts of the

 \World; but admitting they were. gone to ‘the

Faftern Seas, no Danger was to be apprfj:hende&,
for the Government refuled them nothmg that
they afked, and they had afked for fuﬁicxent) to

revent all Mifchief ; in this Manner were the Pro-
I‘)ri‘et‘orsv lulled as it were afleep, and into. fuch a

Dependance upon the Veracity of the Direttors, asto -

believe their Affairs were in a fafe ',and:_" hap Py
Situation ; but thefe were only Arts of the Directors,
, DUL LAY WRLE D2 e

1

~ Seventy Thoufand Pounds, which happened to'be |

* their Ships. I wonder their Modefty did * not

_drew up before they heard of the Lofs of Madrafs 5

[19]
to keep up the Price of the Stock, in which indeed || -
they fucceeded, till the News arrived that Madrafs ||
was altually taken by the French ; then the Stock ||
fell confiderably, and the DireGtors were then to |
act a new Scene of Deceit, not only to exculpate ||
themfelves from the Blame of having fo:fhamefully ||
neglected that Place, but alfo to raife again the |
Value of the Stock ; in which laft, if they could |
fucceed, they flattered themfelves the Proprietors 1
would. foon - become ' indifferent about particular |f
Accidents 3 and that then they would be reflored to ||
fuch Credit, as would be fufficient to enable themto §f
propagate every idle Story which they could pick ||
up, or fuggeft, relating to the Gentlemen of Mudrafs, ||
and which, th“ougﬁ never fo falfe and maliciousy |
were infifted upon as undoubted Truths, =

To quiet the Minds of the Stock-holders it was |}
faid, the Company’s Lofs did not exceed above ||

lying there in Goods 5 and this fpoke with fuch an |
Air of Indifference, as if the Lofs of the Place had |
been of no more Confequence than the Lofs of one of

prompt them to affert they were Gainers by that |
Event; for there were feveral Bonds given, which
amounted in the whole to a confiderable Sum, that
the Direftors had allowed for in- the Eftimate they

but it now fuiting their Purpofe better to fuppofe '!.
that all thofe Bonds were paid off, though upon no
better Reafon than becaufe’ they had received no- |
Advice to the contrary, they refolved to take no
~ | B2  Notice
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Notice of them in the next Eftimate 5 but let them

make what Eftimates they will, I am well affured
there are feveral large Sums due from them, for

. which Bonds were given at Eight per Cent. .gnd
i here I.-.am not fpeaking of any that were given

after the taking of the Place, but of thofe only

| which were given before, and fome above a Year

before, for Monies borrowed and aGtually difburfed
for Callicoes and other Ufes, at that Place and the

fubordinate Settlements, but of which no Notice )
has been fince taken in any of thofe fictitious Ac-
' counts produced to the general Court, though they

‘well know that fooner or later they muft pay them,
and with an Intereft too of Eight per Cent. per An-

num 3 and that in the mean Time, by this low.V.Chg» '
| canery of theirs at Home, the Company’s' Crefilg is

| entirely funk Abroad, and, I may fay, ftinks in the

i Noftrils of the Natives.' ‘

Further to induce the Proprietors: to look upon

the Lofs of Madrafs as of little Moment to their
:“ Affairs, it was whifpered in Corners: F)y proper}
i Agents, - that the Directors had entertained fome

Thoughts of withdrawing that Settlement, becaufe
it brought them in Debt; I fhall demonftrate to
YOLl in the Sequel, that this laft was {o far from

* the Truth, that the Revenues they colletted there,

had, for a Number of Years, been fufficient to pay

above an Eighth Part of their Dividend ; however,

their Agents went on, that a Multiplicity of;'.Faé‘co-
ries were expenfive, and that Fort St. David was

much-fitter -for their head 'Sc_ttlcmer}t,} e, e

infinitely - better - fituated ; and, upon all.Acco\u;nts,, :

Whén |

When the Proprietors were fomewhat quieted by
thefe Infinuations, Batteries were erected againft the
Servants abroad ; they knew well the Importance of

Madrafs, and though they had fucceeded pretty
well in propagating a contrary Opinion,. yet - they
knew that the Effe@s would too foon difcover the
Truth; and then either they, or the Governour and
Council, would certainly be very much_ cenfured ;
although they had had no Attention to the Safety of
the Settlements, they applied now a full Meafure

- of Attention to their own Safety ; in anfequence

of the Plan they had formed, they exerted . their
utmoft Arts and Influence, to perfwade the Public
into an Opinion, that the Place was infamoufly
given up by the Governour and Council, and that
they alone were culpable ; then to fhew. their Judg-. §
ment in- the Art Military, infifted that if - the Crew
of the Princefs Mary, which was feventy or eighty
Men, together with half the Garrifon (the whole of |
which ‘did not. exceed two. hundred effeGtive Men) |
had been fent out and fpread along‘ -the Shore, the
French ¢ould never have hurt them ; very :,u'n‘lu}c.kily‘

for the Propagators of this Suggettion, there were .

fome Accounts in Town, which mentioned that
the French had landed fix hundred Men - twenty
Miles to the Southward of Madrafs, which they
marched overland to St. Thomé, .about three Miles
to the Southward of it, and there fecured the land-
ing of another Party of. their Men ; that fignified

- our People. had nothing to do but to knock them |
on theHead I fhall ‘, not.:take upon me to de- |

B3 termine, . §
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termine, whether the French were drunk or fober,
but Iibeliegéf you will ‘agree with me, that our
People muft have been either drunk or mad to
have gone upon fuch an Exploit, and the Go-
vernour in no better Condition, if he had {eemed
t6 countenance any fuch Propofal. There were feveral
other Accounts in London by this Time, which, to
knowing and difinterefted Perfons, were perfectly
demonftrative and convincing, that when the French
came before the Place, it was abfolutely impofiible

“to withftand the Force that was brought againft it:
If you are defirous to know the perfedt State of it,

you ‘will find enough in the Appendix No. 2, to

~fatisfy your Curiofity ; in a Word, the State and

Condition of the Place, became foon fo well known
here, that the Directors at fometimes feemed to

~ drop their Charge, that it ‘was infamoufly given up,

and ' perhaps, would have been apprehenfive of

~ being charged themfelves _with an unaccountable

Neglect, innot having long -before put it in a

proper Condition of Defence, if they had not pre-

vioufly taken great Pains to blunt the Edge of

" Refentment, by reprefenting  the Lofs but . trifling,
and the Place of no Utility, and therefore it was

‘with great Facility they fhifted their Attack againft
the Conditions of the Treaty of Ranfom.

. When the Copy of that Treaty firft appeared in

“England, - the. Sum - ftipulated thereby to be paid
founded large, as being no-lefs, than Four Hundred
and Forty Thoufand Pounds 5 almoft a feventh Part
of the fubfcribed Capital. It was indeed a,g€i1f7CUmf
ftance very interefting ~ and “allarming ; the Di-

rectors

[ 23] |
reGors feemed to blefs themfelves that the French
had broke the Treaty, and Mr. Dupleix was fre-
quently mentioned as the Saviour and Preferver of
the Company by his Violation of it ; and fome of
them continue to {peak of him as fuch to this very
Day. As there were no Advices here from the late
Governour and Council that explaihed the Reafons
for agreeing upon fo high a Ranfom, even thofe
who were willing to think the beft of them (for as
to Friends, Men under fuch Circumftances have
generally but few) were Tongue-tied, and unable
for fome Time to furmife any Advantage which
could accrue to the Company as a Compenfation
for parting with fo large a Sum of Money : I with
to Gop, Sir, for your Sake, as well as all others

‘concerned, that Time, even the prefent Time,

though fo little has elapfed, had not given us fuf-
ficient Reafon to wifh that Treaty had taken E{fe&:v
It is demonftrable, that even now the Company,’é [
Stock is in a worfe Condition,, than if the -Fremb", 8
had kept to the Treaty, and the Company had |
paid the Money at the Time ftipulated, and con- !
‘tented themfelves with the Advantages which thejf |
might have reaped, by being left in Pofieffion of - |
the Place. 'What it has coft the Nation»beﬁdé:,” |
does not probably much concern. the D.ire&o‘f'si-,
and perhaps they will not be brought to confefs |f
any doubt but that now Madrafs is to be reftored - il
to them, the Trade and Revenues will rife tof;,asu
great a Pitch as ever, and as quick as Mufhrbbx’ns
after an Autumn Shoyver 3 'howeverfc’ieﬁrox.lﬂsL and
impatient all may be to fee it again in a ﬁoufﬁhif.
: | B4 ing |
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ing State, I confefs my Fears are, that it will be a
Work of Time, and the Hopes of it rather flatter-

“ing to our Pofterity than to” our felves ; at prefent
I can only deplore the fad Fate of the unfortunate

Gentlemen who were there, and ruined by its Lofs,

and have .great ‘Compaflion for thofe who may

it to its former Splendor; it will be in vain for
them to fay, Rome was not built in a Day, Want
of Judgment and Integrity will be alledged as the

~only Obftacles, and then it will not be difficult to

foretel their Fate. :

“1 have faid, Sir, that it is demonf’crable that
¢ even now the Company’s Stock is in a worfe
¢ Condition, than if they had paid the Money at
¢ the Time ftipulated, and contented themfelves
“¢ with the Advantages they might have reaped by

¢ being left in quiet Pofleffion of the Place.”  For -

Proof of this, I fhall refer you in Part to an Efti-
mate of their Lofs, which is inferted in the Ap-
pendix No. g, and which was drawn up upon a
Suppofition that no Treaty had been entered into,
and the French had not only deftroyed Madrafs,
and Fort S§t. David too, but entirely have difpof-
fefled the Englifh from all Settlement on that Part
of the Coaft ; and which from the Circumftances
of Affairs at that Time would moft affuredly have
been the Cafe; you will eafily extra& from this
Eftimate how much thereof they have actually loft :
And though by the late Treaty of Peace, Madrafs
is to be reuorcd to us; there is too much Reafon
to .appr chend it will be delivered up in fo' ruinous

| and

have the labouring Oar in endeavouring to rei‘core/

AT
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and maimed a Condition, that it will amount to a |
very confiderable Sum of Money to put the Town |
and the Company’s Buildings again into any tolerable |
Repair; moft of the Articles in the Eftimate, and |
I believe more than is inferted there, were tonfidered |
by the Gentlemen who made the Treaty; they |
could not indeed: forefee that the French would not |
deftroy Madrafs, or the Accident which prevented. |

‘their taking Fort §7. David, neither could they |
 forefee - the prodigious Sums of Money that have |

been expended at this laft Place fince the Lofs of |
Madrafs ;5 Endeavours will be ufed perhaps to keep |
the Amount thereof among the grand Arcanay
but from the -beft Information I' can get (and- the
Truth will come out fooner or later) the Sum is fo }
large, that if it be added to the other aftual
Lofies, it will be more than fufficient to prove what |

1 have afferted, ‘that the Company’s Stock is in a

worfe Condition, than if the Treaty of Ranfom had §
been duly complied with by both Parties; and if |
this be proved, it will be alone a fufficient Juftifica- |
tion of thofe Gentlemen who figned-it, and of the |

. Mealures they took; but there ~might be many

other Reafons alledged, which doubtlefs had, as
they ought, ccmﬁderable Weight with them ; there

“was a very great Property in the Place belongmg to

the Tnhabitants ; and though perhaps it may be
faid, the Lofs- of that would not have been the
Company’s Lofs, yet confequentially it muft have
very bad Effets upon' their future Trade and In-
tereft ; their Inveftments muft be camed on under
great Uncertamtxes, Difficulties and Dangers, wlth-

_out




| at Home.

[26]

' out Men of Subftance inhabiting within their Towns

the Revenues arifing from the Trade, and Con-
fumption of thofe and the reft of the Inhabitants,
amounted to near feventy thoufand Pagodas a Year ;
a noble Income! an Income, that had it been ap-
plied for the Protetion of the Place, would have
prevented much, if not all, of the Mifchief that
has lately happened ; but inftead thereof too great
a Part was remitted to England, to augment the

Dividends at Home : It was an Income that, under
|| proper Management, would have increafed, and
| with proper Care the Englifb would have continued
|| to have reaped the Benefit of, fo long as they had
Il continued to be a Trading Company ;. it muft now,
| as I faid before, remain in the Womb of Time,
| how many Years it will be before the Revenues
|| will amount again to what they did before; whe-
| ther by quick Progrefs, or flow Degrees, or whe-
I ther they ever €o, and therefore I fhall not ‘take
| upon me to eftimate how many Years Purchafe
{ may be the Value of this noble Annuity * : It was
Il certainly incumbent on the Gentlemen Abroad, to
* confider this with Attention, though it does not.

appear it had any Share in the Thoughts of thofe

“#The DireGors will fay, perhaps, that now the old Bricks,

and broken Houfes that remain, which ‘they call Madrafs, are
Il to be reftored, the Revenues will -prefently "become as good
Il again as they ever were; but will common Senfe, or common
. Reafon fay fo! Where are the experienced Englifb Merchants,
~ where  the fubflantial Black ones? V
- Where the Ships ? all fold and gone: from whence then will

Revenues arife ¢

Having

difperfed and ruined all.
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 Five Letters
" M. dela Bourdonnais Departure from Madrafs,

s
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Having faid thus much, I refer you for the el

to Mr.Monfon’s Letter of the 8th of February 1748-9,

to the Court of Direors; and having mentioned -
this Letter, I muft take Notice of fome others.

You are not ignorant, that fome Time before, or |

foon after his Arrival, Payment of feveral Bonds

was demanded of the Company for Money taken i

up, and borrowed by the Governour and Council,
after the French were in Poffeflion of the Place;
and which upon a Motion in the General Court, at
the Inftigation I believe of fome of the DireCors,
it was refolved fhould not be paid without Leave |

‘of a General Court: Mr. Monfon left Pondicherry, ;

where he had been for fome Time a Prifoner, in"

- Famuary 1746-7, and arrived at Falmouth the 1ft

of October following ; from whence he fnt to the |
Court of Directors the undermentioned Papers in a |
PaCkc_t by an:Ex‘pre‘fs,ﬂ c»z;‘z‘g,v | o Ty

Co‘j_?)”-‘af VM‘o»nf; dela Bpgrdonnai’sf."gommwon; 5 o)
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between the Englith and French defore

Agt of Liberty by Mon/. de la Bourdonnais. |
Firf Articles of Ranfom agreed upon but not exes
cuted. e

Inftrutions for the Operations at Madrafs thereon.
Second Articles of Ranfom executed.
Twenty-five Letters between the Englith and French
" at Madrafs, afier Monf. de la Bourdonnais De-
parture. | U
Diary
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.Dmry of the moft material Tranfaitions at Madrafs,

- from the 18th of Auguft, when the French Ships

. firft came againft Madrafs, to the 13th of No-
- vember, when Mr. Morfe, &¢. arrived ot Pon-
~dicherry.

Geneml Letter from My. Morfe mzd Juch of ihe
- Council as were at Pondicherry, #o the Court of

 Direétors, dated January 13, 1746-7

Ditto, w—— 182h.

On the 1oth of O&ober 174, Mr. Monfon reached
London 5 and in a Day or two acquainted the Court
of Direétors he was ready to wait upon them ; who,
in Anfwer by their Secretary, defired he would at-

tend the Committee of Correfpondence ; which he -

did ; and, after a few trifling Queftions, was told
and has not been called upon
1o meet them, either at a Court or Committee fince.
I believe it 1s pretty ‘plam to you, by what I have
faid already in many Parts of this Difcourfe, what
were the Dn‘eé’tors fecret Motives for not defiring
to fee him again 3 but he took the Opportunity of
that Interview to put into the Hands of the Chair-
man, who -prefides at all Committees, the following

Letter. o

i To the Secret Commzz‘z‘ee, Jor A_ﬁzzrs qf the
| United Company of Merchants. of England
fmdzng to the Eaf’t—Indles

- Honourable Sirs - R
HOldmg it unneceﬁ'ary to wafte your Time in a

Recap1tu1at10n of the Reafons that induced us |

o

Y

e e
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to enter into a Treaty for the Ranfom of Mudrafs, |
- they being principally hinted at in the accompany-
ing general Letter to the Court of Diretors, I take

this Occafion to advife you apart, that in that Tran-

fattion we were under a Neceflity of applying a

further Sum befide that ftipulated by the Articles

which Affair, as it required Privacy, was by the -

Council referred to my felf and Mr. Monfon to
negotiate :
fents you this, is by that Means well qualified to
give you the fulleft View of that Matter, I believe

we fhall ftand excufed by you, that the Explanation

of it with its Circumftances, its Confequences, and

our Reafons, is thus referred to him, rather than. .

committed to Paper I am with Refpe&t,
, o Honouméle Sirsy,
' Pondicherry, o o B
January 18, 1646-7. - Your fditbful /oumble Serwmf,' :

N1c MORSE

Mr. Morﬁ: thought, as any reafonable Man who"

knew not ' their Method and Rules at: the India

Houfe, would think, that a Tranfaion of. thls 2
fecret Nature, was moft properly addreffed to the -
_,_»fecret Commlttee ; but he was miftaken ; it feems
it ought to have been directed to the Court of Dj- -

rectors, or- to. the Committee of - Correfpondence
and from - this- paltry Diftin¢tion, the Letter was

pocketed, and had well nigh undergone the Fate
defigned for the proﬁ'ered Neutrahty, through thc -

hke Evaﬁon

.F rom

As therefore that Gentleman, who pre-
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' From this Time to about the Middle of De-
'ééméer, 1 748, nothing material t}}‘at I know of
paffed relating to Madrafs (unlefs it was t!ne next
general Court that refolved, that no Bonds given, or
* Bills drawn there, dated after the goth of Auguft 17465
i fhould be paid) except that the Pofieflors of thc
0o Bonds, dated the 3oth of September, 17-46,~m1.1r~
| snured on one Side, that their Monf.:y. was not kpaxdf,
and from another Quarter, was {quirted through the

Courfe of this Year, in Support of the good honeft

Caufe they had undertaken, injurioqs %nﬁnua‘tiqn;
without Number and without P:qunda‘tlon, again}
" the late Governour and Council ; ‘and now Fhat
they imagined the Seeds of Oblczquy .and,Defamgn}(l)n,
" had taken deep Root in Men’s Minds; that they
might go on by regql?r' | Gradations, they rp;o:
ceeded to perfonal Seventics, ‘reckomfag ‘ege? n
flance of Refentment they fhewed _aga:mﬂ:,t ofe un-
fortunate Gentlemen, and more e.fpecm‘lly .theh(yo-j
vernour, would indicate a meritorious Zeal in them-

i ‘ ’ -vice; accordingly, in
~ felves for the Company’s Service 3 gly,

| - ver. 1748, when a Ship was upon her dif-
getf}?igr ’In;zZ: a2 Motion was made in the Court of
Diretors, to fend for Mr. Morfe hq.lfrx;e:, \Tndﬁr
Pretence that they wanted an Accoung:r of t e
Money taken up upon Bond, under ;he Cgmp?ny s
Seal, after the Surrender” of Madﬁq_@‘; butd (1)\1/Ine
Gentlemen faying, they had bee:g 1prrrr‘1<3 > tr.‘
Mor/e had referred that Matter to 'lbefkt’e?cplaxflen tg
them by Mr. Mon/on, moved, that the M,OF;;) .
fend for Mr. Morfe, might be- fufpended, "t y

 that Sub-
- beard what Mr. Morfon had o offer on £h3 jefts

T30l |
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je€t; which, after many Obje&ions raifed againft it,
was agreed to, and the following Refolution was
drawn up, and fent to Mr. Mon/on.

Qf’t a Court of Direfiors, the 1 5tb‘ of December, 1748; ]

, qualfved; That. Mr. Monfon be defired to give

an Account in writing to the Court of Direttors, |
of the Matter referred to by Mr. Morfe, in his

Letter to the Secret Committee, dated the 18th of

- Famuary 1446-7, and alfo of the feveral Sums of

Money taken up on Bond, or otherwife, after the
Surrender of Madrafs to the French, and to explain

~the fame, with the Circumftances relating thereto,
together with the Reafons for the fame, and that he

be acquainted he may lay any Thing elfe before the
Court he thinks proper, and defired to give in
fuch Account by Wednefday next. S

- Attefted to be a true }Copy,‘
RosErRT James, Secretary.

- Thus came to light Mr. Mor/e’s Letter to the

Secret Committee; and to this Refolution' Mr,

Monfon replied as follows, - |

Tov the Ho}zo»z;méle, 'Z'Z’)e( C’burt of Directors Sor:

- Affairs of the United Company of Merchants |

- ¢f England trading to the Eaft-Indies, N

 Honourable Sirs,

- your Secretary, inclofing Copy of the Refo-
, lution.

\HE 15th Inftant I received a{'Leti:erﬁ‘ from




Il therein referred to. It is now upwards of twelve

i as Mr Morfe advifed . the Gentlemen to whom it
|l was addrefled, that T was quahﬁed to give them the

I myfelf, thofe Gentlemen would: long before now

{il they would have given me an Opportunity to have
I explained it before themfelves only ; for as there is
if - Thing which chagrins me ‘exceedingly, to be called
Public. However, as your Commands have fixed an
~with, I am to acquaint you, that, in treating for
{ underftand, that a further Sum' was neceflary to.be
Treaty.. You will eaﬁly imagine . from the Nature

| fome Degree of Secrecy; there was however, a

Letter frorn Mr. Morﬁf, at Pandzc/oerry, dated the -
1 18th of Famuary 1746-7 'to the Secret Committee

Il Months fince 1 delivered that Letter to the then
1 Chalrman at a Committee of Correfpondertce ; and

| fulleft View of the Matter therein referred to, I take
i the Liberty to acquaint you, that I had flattered

! have appointed me a Time to explain the fame to
il them, as indeed it was one of the principal Motives '
I that induced me to ceme to England; whatever.
Il Reafons they had for deferring it, I know not, but
|| 1 thought it my Duty to wait thClI‘ own Time, and
.‘ k Idid hope, that whenever it fhould be refolved on,
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il a Sort of Faith, which ought to be preferved, even
Jl with- one’s Enemies, I cannot help faying, it is a

upon now .to do it, in a Manner fo much more
indifpenfable Obligation on me to  comply there~
the Ranfom of the Place, we were foon given to
~ paid, befide that to be mentioned in the Public

- of the Thing, that it requlred to be condu&ed Wlth |

for Form Sake, and to preferve Appeararices with
the  Perfon treated with, it was referred to Mt.

Morfe and my felf to fettle the Matter with him =

I can neverthelefs with great Truth affure you,

that all the Gentlemen of the Council were con- -

ftantly and faxthfully acquainted with every Step
that was taken in that Matter, except Mr. Edward

Fowke, who, from the Beginning of the -Txeaty f |

about the Ranfom, declared, that he would not join
with us in any of thofe Meafures, which by all the

-reft were thought abfolutely neceffary at that Junc-

ture, h
The further and diftinct Sum bemO' agreed on, -

our next Dlﬂiculty was how to find the Money, I
~ which took up fo much Time, that befores the |

whole could be raifed, a Storm came on, in which

fome of the Enemy’s Ships were loft, and the reft
fo fhattered, that they refolved to leave Madrafs as
~{oon as they poffibly could ; an Event fo much the o
“more favourable at that Time, as it prevented the -

Profecution of the other Schemes they had formed,

for the Deftrution of the reft of your Settlements

in India; and was attended with this further Saving, N

as it relieved us from the Neceﬁity of enttrmg into. .

Bonds for the Remamdcr .
Having faid thus much, it remains for me to

“dcquaint you, that we had no Poflibility of raifing -

the Money, but by giving the Company’ Bonds
for it; and this Negociation was not kept fecret

* from thofe who. fupplled the Money on . this Ocea -
fion, as they were to a Man informed of the Ufe .
- it was borrowed for before they lent it -and thought

Neceflity of acquainting the Council with it,’ though'
N for -
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by fending it, 'they’did a meritorious Piece of Ser-
‘yice to the Company: Bonds were accordingly
given for fo much as we could borrow, under the
~ Company’s Seal, and figned by Mr. Morfe, and al}
the Council except Mr. Edward Fowke s a Lift
whereof, I mean fuch only as were not mentioned
in our general Advices, * ] add here.

To Mr. Mor}e —— a Bond for Pagodas 10000
-~ Mr. Salomons ditto 40000
Mefl. Fones and Mofes ditto —— 15000

Mr. Heyman ditto ——— 10000
Mefl. Edw. and Fof. Fowke, ditto ——= 5400

- Mr. Peter Bailien — ditto —— 5000

* The Church Stock —  ditto ——— 2000
The Mayor’s Court T+  ditto 2000

Having gone thus far, and acquainted you,.with

" the Engagements we were under, I fubmit it to ,
. your further Confideration, whether you will mf;{’c
upon my,menti‘oning in this publick Manner -the

~ Sum agreed for ; what Part was paid in Confe-
) quentev thereof ; and to whom: For the reft of
~ what was borrowed in this Manner, over and above

~ what was actually paid to the Perfon treated with,
it was difburfed in defraying the Charges of the
. Garrifon, -till the French broke the Capitulation,
“and turned us out of Town. ' o

I am fomewhat at 2 Lofs with regard to the
latter Part of your Refolution of the 15th, wherein

. * Only'# Bill of Exchange for 3000 Pagodas. -
4 Mr. Monfon made a Miftake, the Magor's Court’ lent. 4368
~ Pagodas ; and he omitted. two Bonds for {maller Sums.
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you are pleafed to fay, that I fhould be acquainted,

- I might lay any thing elfe before the Court that I

fhall think proper. The Books and Papers which
were tranfmitted to England by the Ships difpatched
in February 1745-6, were full and particular as to

~ all Tranfaltions to the Time of thefir'DepartUYe;

and 1 make no Difficulty to own to you, that from |

that Time, and until fuch Time as we were turned

out of Madrafs by the French, 1 was equally con-

cerned with the reft of the Council in all Tran~

_ factions relating to your Affairs; I fhall therefore be
~ always ready to explain any Matter, ‘concerning
which you may think the Advices you have al-

ready received are not fufficiently plain : But to
enter into a more general or particular Detail now,
would carry me to too great a Liength, and take up

‘more Time than is allotted me 5 efpecially if I was
to relate to you the Circumftances Madrafs was
-in when atta,cked . the Confiderations which had
‘Weight with us, when we reflected upon the Con-
fequences which the total Lofs of it would be to

your Affairs, and the Advantages and great Savings

 that would have accrued, had the Agreement we

made with the Enemy been complied with; all
which, agreeable to your Permiffion, I fhall very

{peedily, and as foon as poffible, lay before you ;

together with any thing elfe you fhall pleale to re-

~quite of me. I have the Honour to be

Honourable Sirs, o
. Your faithful, bumble Servant,
| ~ 'W. Moxson.

London,

C 2




P.S. As we were under a Neceffity of making a

Couple of {mall Prefents to the chief Officers, which

" could not be handfomely done in Money, T let Mr.
. Morfe have two Diamond Rings, which coft me
. 450 Pagodas ; whofe Receipt I have for the fame,
- and Acknowledgment that I have not been paid.

W. M.

After this Letter of Mr. Monfor’s was read in
' Court, a Gentleman, who I fuppofe imagined him-

' felf reflected upon, for having fo long fecreted Mr.
- Morfe’'s Letter from Pondicherry of the 18th of
Fanuary 1746~7, direted to the Secret Comumittee,
. thought proper to acquaint the Court, that he had
 ‘from the Beginning looked upon the Treaty as a
" feandalous Tranfacion ; and as the General Court
‘had come to a Refolution -that no Bonds given, or
Bills drawn, dated after the goth of Auguft 1746,
thould be paid, he thought the Enquiry was by
. that Means taken out of their Hands; had “that
~ really been the Cafe, the Debate they were then
‘upon was improper, and they ought not to have
come to any new Refolution without a frefh Power
from the General Court; however they renewed
the Motion to fend for Mr. Mor/fe Home ; and tho”
* when it was firft made, the only Thing objected to
him, or propofed to be confidered, was his Con-

dué in relation to the Bonds given after the Place-

was taken by the French : Though Mr. Morfe, in

his Letter of the 18th of Famuary 1746-7, told
them Mr. Monfon was qualified to give them the

fulleft View of that Matter ; which was plainly to

el

- ¢ell them, he could himfelf give them no furtheij ‘
" Account of it than Mr. Monfon; and indeed, if §

‘and entered upon Topics, that feemed to be calcu- §

- Journal Parcels, Warehoufe-keepers, and other Ac-

‘been copied and fent Abroad; however, all thofe

~ body upon the Spot to recolleét the Payments, |

‘they had paid him a Gratuity for it: The Gentle- | f

Governour’s Infpetion, a State of them being de-

§[ 37 1

the Words be taken in the ftri¢teft Senfe, they
imply that Mr. Monfon could tell them more than |
he himfelf could: I fay, although this Matter was |
the only Thing pretended for fending for Mr.
Morfe home, yet after Mr. Monfon had delivered J§
his Letter of the 21ft of December; and declared §.
his Readinefs to tell them more, if they infifted §
upon it, they dropped all further Debate about that, }f

lated, rather to amufe and to raife a Smoak to §
fmother a Man, that was already unfortunate e- |
nough, than to clear up the Matter before them. - q

If nothing more than the Company’s Intereft was
intended in ordering Mr. Morfe home, it might {
very eafily be made appear, that they ought rather }
to have defired his Continuance in India, though §

men from Fort St. David, had wrote for Copies of
the laft General Books received here from Madrafss |
thofe ended in April 1%45; if there were any

counts from the feveral Offices, they ought to have 1

could carry them no further than the End of that
Year, and therefore it muft depend upon fome

Receipts, &¢. for the fucceeding Year; the Mer- ||
chants Accounts are more particularly under the §

livered him Monthly, as a Check that they do not
Vegse am Mo oy e g ]
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call for Advances fafter than they bring in Cloth.
It was faid by fome of the few who were unpre-

judiced and k'uninﬂuenced, that they thought it not
' only hard, but cruel, to fend for him home, if

© there was no other Reafon for it than what was then
ment_ioned; or if it was not made more apparent
' that the Company’s Intereft required his Prefence
~ here; for that he had not only loft to a confiderable
. Value in Effets when the French took the Place

* but his other Concerns were difperfed in diff"eren;
" Parts of India, which required Care and Time to

colleé in; that as fome Compenfation for his

| Misfortunes, however unhappy he was in being

under the Difpleafure of the Direttors: Others,
notwithitanding, believed him a very honeft Man,
and in Confequence had, and would conti’nue"tb'
make him very large Confignments, the Commiffion
on which, joined to his Knowledge and Experien‘c‘e
in the Trade of India, might even in the private
Condition - he it‘hen, was, have enabled him to raife
a new Fortune for the comfortable Sup‘porf of his
Wife and fix Children; but neither Compamoﬁ,

nor even the Intereft of the Company, feemed  to

have the lealt Weight with the prevailing Party.

o Art was  {ubflituted in the Room of Reafon and
" Juftice ; Oppofition was a new Thing to them, and

what they could not bear, and therefore right or
wrong, they determined to make a Point of it}

) and by infinuating among their Partifans, that if
they lofc it, it~ wuoul'd ‘have confiderable Effets at
~ the next Ele&ion, they gained the fhameful Tri-

umph of obtaining the Ruin of “an unfortunate
CT ‘ Man

g e

The Dire&ors thinking themfelves obliged to take:

<« Matter, concerning which they might think the

- of the laft gener;al Books, and particularly_ from the

1397
Man and his numerous Family, by a Majority of
fifteen to five. N
‘But to return to the Gentleman that is here: N
fome Notice of Mr. Monfon’s Offer in the laft Pa- |
ragraph of his Letter, ¢ to explain to them any |

<« Advices they had already were not fufficiently |
« plain,” They came to this Refolution. ]

At a Court of Diresors, the 20d of _Deéemb’er, 174"8._

‘Refolved, That Mr. Monforn and Mr. Stratton.be ||
defired each of them to give a Narrative in Wri-~ o
ting, of all the Money Tranfactions on the Coaft of
Choromandel, the Ufes for which the fame was taken
up, and the Manner it was applied, from the Clofe

firft Appearance of the French before Madrafs, to.
‘the Time of Mr. Morfe and the thlncilwfleaVing it. ‘,
A true Copys I

| ‘  RoBERT ]AMEHS', Seér’ef‘:arjr.fi
To this Mr. Monjbiz fent the following Aﬁf_Wer. ,

T the Honourable Court of Directors for Affairs
 of the United Company of Merchants of Eng-
land #rading to the Eaft-Indies. -

o Honourable Sirs, |
| v’.Rec.eived, inclofed from your Secretary, a Copy
A of your ._Refolution of the 22d Inftant,  inti-
mating, that thould give you a Narrative in Wri- {i

. i
4
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tmg of all Money Tranfactions on the Coaft of
Choromandel,  the Ufes for which the fame was

taken up, and the Manner it was applied, from the .

Clofe of the laft General Baoks, and particularly
from the firft Appearance of the French before Ma-
drafs, to the Time of Mr. Marfe and the Council
leaving it.

It is a Cu‘cumftance very unfortunate for me
upon feveral Accounts, that every Book and Paper
belonging to' the Company was taken Pofleflion of -
by the French; fo that all the Information I can
poflibly give you as yet, muft depend in great
Meafure upon Memory 5 it would be fome Help
and Guide to that, if you would ‘pleafe to permit
me to have a Sight of the Ballance of the laft Ge-

neral Books, as alfo of the Cath Accounts from the

‘Clofe of thofe Books to the Departure of the Ships
t in February 1745-6, together with the Cafth Ac-
| .counts of Fort §¢. David, and the Northern Facto-
ries from April 1745. It would alfo be of Ute, if
I had likewife an Account of what Bonds had been
. produced Abroad, and of fuch as have been pro-
|| duced here: I think fome of the Debts ftanding
upon the Books of 1745, were dlfcharged after the
- Clofe: of themy and if I had a Sight of them, I
could venture to point out very nearly the particu-
lar Sums that were paid off; the Lift of Bonds
,1 produced here and Abroad will enable me to re-

" Money was tal\en up; and as doubtlefs fome of it
- was for the Supply of Fort §f. David and the other
' Settlements, a Sight of the Cafh Accounts from
1 thofe Places wrl enable ‘me to be more exphcxt I

~ am.

i collect, in great Meafure, the Ufes for which the o

- December 28, 1748.
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am not certain whether I fhall have Occafion to
have Recourfe to any of the Letters to and from-
thofe Places, but if I fhould, you will pleafe to

glve Dn‘eéhons accordmgly I am,

o Hmoumb]g Szrs,-
London, o -
Your moft obedient Servant,

W. MONSON.

Mr. .Mmfan s Requeft was certalnly not 1mproper ;.
but what Reafons the Court of Directors had for.
not giving him an Anfwer to this Letter, if they

really defired Information, they muft themfelves.

inform you, though there is good Reafon to
fufpe@ their true Reafons to be fuch as they will

Secret: to him ; however, Mr. Monfon hearing
nothing from . them, addrefled himfelf to them
again on the 8th of February 1748-9, in Manner
following, which was read in Court thatDay. =

| T o the Iifohoitraéle. the Court of | Directors for
Affairs of the United Company of Mercbam‘:
g]‘ England z‘mdmg to the Eaﬂ:—Ipdles R

Hanoumble Szrs,

N the Letter which Tt had the Honour to . ad-— ~

drefs to you on the 21ft of December latt, 1

-promxfed to give you fome Account of the Circum-

ftances

-the Books and Papers he afked a
Sight of for that Purpofe, were only fuch as had |
gone through his own Hands in the Courfe of the |
Company’s Bufinefs at. Madrafs, and could be no-
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ftances Madrafs was in, when attacked by the French 5
the Confiderations which had Weight with us, when.

| we refle@ted upon the Confequences the total Lofs of

it would be to your Affairs, and the Advantages
and great Savings that would have accrued, had the
Agreement we made been complied with ; I thould
have done this much fooner, but receiving an Inti-
mation from you on the 22d of December, that I
fhould give you fome other Accounts, and having
in Anfwer thereto defired I might have Recourfe
to, and a Review qf fome Books and Papers in your

~ Offices, 1 had defigned to have comprized all I had

to fay in one Addrefs, without troubling you too
frequently upon Subjects, the Difcuffion whereof
cannot be very agreeable ; but as I have not hitherto
received any Notice of your Intentions in Regard to
the Requeft made you in my laft, and being un-
willing to incur your Cenfure for Neglect, 1 fhall

- take ‘fome other Opportunity hereafter, when you

fhall pleafe to furnith me with the neceflary Means,
to give you all the Infight I can into thofe Matters,
and fhall now proceed to comply with what I men-

 tioned in my Letter of the 21ft of December.

5. And firlt, as to the Circumftances the Place
was in when attached by the French. o
" 3. So much has been faid, and fo often repeated

" in the Letters from Fort Sz. George, for Seven or

‘Eight Years before it was taken, touching the In-

- {ufficiency of the Fortifications, and ‘the' Weaknefs
" of the Garrifon, that I fhould have only Occafion

'to refer you to thofe Letters for the Truth thereof,
if that had not feemed to.be doubted of here by the
little Care that was taken to- add to our vﬁttength 3
EANETE ' pethaps
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perhaps our Reprefentations were confidered as pro=
ceeding from Timidity, and the ridiculous Fears of
Men ignorant in Military Affairs; if it was really
from a Perfuafion of this Sort, that the Surrender
of the Place has been fo peremptorily pronounced
Cowardly ; you will permit me to fay, it is an Im-
putation that lies too heavy on the Charatters of
each of us who were concerned in that Event, and
that under fuch a Charge, it is impofiible for me to
be altogether filent ; but as Prejudices are fo ftrong
againft us all, that I have little Reafon to believe

any Thing I could offer (if it depended only on my - |

own Word and Credit) would be effectual to alter
thofe Sentiments ; I chufe firft to recite the Opinion
of Curtis Barnett, Efq; Commander in Chief of his
Majefty’s Ships in the Eaf Indies; a Gentleman
well known to have good Senfe, and found Judg-
ment, with no incompetent Skill in thefe Matters,
and under no Sufpicion of being partial. R

T the Honourable Thomas Corbet, Efy; Secre-
tary to the Admiralty. Mpy. Barnett writes ||
' from on board the Deptford, in Madrafs Road,

 the 23d of September 1745, as follws. |

« ¥ Have had feveral Letters from the Gover-.

« B nour of Pondicherry, relating to the Prifo- :
< ners, which he would fain have releafed on his
¢ giving his Parole of Honour not to employ them
“ in India, and to return the like Number when it
33 ﬂ)gﬂ_l;‘ be in his Power; but Governour Morfe is
“ apprehenfive that the releafing them on thofe
. Terms,
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« Terms, may expofe Fort St. George, or Fort St.
“ David, to great Danger on my Abfence from the
¢ Coaft; alledging, that though the French Go-
“ vernour may not employ them on any Hoftili-
¢ ties, they would enable him to attack the Com-

- ¢ pany’s Settlements with his whole Garrifon, leav-

“ ing the Seamen to guard Pondicherry; and in-
¢ deed, the defencelefs Condition of this Settle-

% ment, gives the Governour juft Reafon o take

¢ all poﬁible Precautions.

To your Jecret Committee ; Mr. Barnett writes
fram on board the Deptford, zn Madrafs
- Road, the 24th of September 1745, as
fol/ous, -

\Hough I refer to Mr. Mor/e for the State of
s the Enemies Affairs, I cannot be quite
“ ﬁlent with regard to thofe of the Company, but
< muft fpeak my Surprize to find a Place of fuch
< Confequence as this is to the Company, in fuch a
<« Condition; the Works feem rather built by
¢¢ Chance than Defign ; the Baftions are placed con-

< trary to all Rules, and the Curtin no better than

“ a long unflanked Garden Wall, and the Garrifon

*¢ is fo weak, that if I was Governour I fhould
« never fleep found in a French War, if there were
¢ Five Hundred Europeans in Pondicherry 5 1 have
¢ feen and confidered the Plan of the Works pro-
¢ pofed, think it avery oood one, and when it is -
¢ compleated, the Town Wlll be fufficiently forti-
4 fied on that Sxde ; but then fomething. muft be

s & | ~ “'done
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done towards the Sea, where are Embrazures for |

©

«¢ Form, not Ufe, there being no Rampart to mount

<« Guns upon; the Diftance between the Baftions is

‘e yery great, and there is again a long weak Wall'

<

()

without Flank or Defence, fo that two Sixty
Gun Ships would in Two Hours make an entiré._
Breach from Baftion to Baftion. o

s As the putting this Place into a proper Con-
dition would not only add greatly to the Secu-
< rity, but to the Credit of the Company ; I hope
<« you will excufe my taking the Liberty to {peak
“ my Sentiments fo freely, ﬁnce nothing but my
¢ Zeal could engage me to trouble you on that
—Thus far Mr.. Barnett.

<

"

L)

€
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" 4. And having told you his Opinion, I ought in

Juftice to take Notice, that in Anfwer to what was
wrote from Abroad relating to our Fortifications,
and defire to have an able Encrmeer fent:us ; we

~were told with regard to the Fortifications, that no

Expence fhould be grudged that was neceffary for
the Defence of the Settlement, and in 1741, a Per-
fon was fent out in the Charatter of an Engineer for

~our Place; but the Ships going to Bengal firft, he

lived not to come among us; and therefore, we
‘could only judge of his Merit and Qualifications by
the Value of his Stipend, Six Padoga’s a Month, or

~ about Eighteen Pence a Day, fcarce the Pay of a

common Matrofs ; his fudden Death, however, de-
prwé:d us of all the Benefit of his Knowledge and
Capamty and fearful Jeaft through our awn Unfkil-

- fulncfs in that important Branch of the Military

Pro— N
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Profeffion, we fhould ‘ereé new Works at a great
“Expence, as imperfe& and ufelefs as the old, that

Bufinefs was poftponed, till Mr. #ake, at Mr. Morfe's

‘Requeft, fent Mr. Smith from Bombay in 1745, *
‘what the old Works were, Mr. Barnett has given
‘you a clear and fucciné Account of, and a more
particular one you find in the Diary that’ accompa-
“nied our general Letter from Pondicherry.

5. But, however, had our Fortifications been in

the beft Order, they would have been of little Ufe,
‘without a fufficient NUmber of Men to defend

. *In Confequence of the Refolution of the laft Geperal Court,
“the DireQors- have promlfed to lay before them, at their next

Meeting, an Account of ‘what Meafures have been taken for

the Prefervation and Protettion of Madrafs, fince the Com-

- mencement of the War with Spain 5 to be extrated from their
 Letters on this Subjedt. Mr. Morfe came to the Government of

Madrafi in Fanuary 1743-4, and waited till the Arrival of the
Ships from England that Year, reafonably expeing another Of-

ficer in’ the Placé of the Major, and another Engineer in the
- Room ‘of the Deceafed, would have been fent from hence, with .

the Men they had promifed, if they really intended the Town
fhould be fortified or defended , but neither came, nor the
leaft Notice taken in their Letters of any Defign to fend either.

" Does not this Difcordance, notwithftanding what may have been
faid in their former Letters, between their Writing and Doing,

manifeftly intimate, that the former fhould be regarded only as

. Matter of Form to preferve Appearances, and that the latter
_fhould be taken as a Hint from themfelves, how they would

really have their Term grudged received and underftood by the
' Servants Abroad.  Yet Mr. Morfe dlfrecardmo the Hazards and

Difcouragements mentioned in the former Part of this Difcoyrfe,

" and exaggerated by this laft Dxfappomtment, refolved to do all
in" his' Power to. put the Place in a Pofture of Defence ; and

accordmgly, with the Confem of hxs Counml wrote o Mr

them 3

"
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them ; had we not great Reafon to expect thefc ‘

- from you, after you had Notice of Monfieur- de la

Bourdonnais Arrival at Pondicherry with a Squadron

from France in 1739, and landing fifteen hundred

Men there, in Profpect only of aVVarP Had we not
ftill greater Reafon after the atual Declaration of

'War in 1743 ? It is true that, with regard to them,

we were told, 1 that it was the Refolution of the |
Court of Dlre&ors, that the Garrifon. (for the better
Security of the Company’s Eftate, or Words to
that Effe@) thould confift of fix hundred Europeans,

‘exclufive of the Gun- room Crew ; and indeed itis |

faid in feveral fubfequent Letters, that large Re-

cruits were fent out to us; but it is alfo ‘as true,
that though this Refolution of the Court to -aug-

" ment the Garrifon to fix hundred Europeans, was
~ Five Years before the Place was attacked, yet ‘what

we actually received were fo few, that when the
French came before it, there were not above two

" Hundred capable of bearmg Arms’init; for tho’
“three Hundred ftood dpon the Mufter Rolls, thirty
 four of thofe were in the Hofpital, as by the Sur-
i geons monthly Report of September 1, 1746

many more, being old and infirm, ought to. have:'
been there ; befides whom, there were the Black

" Drummers and near thirty Paﬂuguefe, Deferters
* from the Ships and Garrifon at Goz; which laft

were entertamed upon Eumpeam Pay, behevmg they

-i~ Mr. Monfon is miftaken; he left France in 1739, upon ' the
cand . came 10 Pmdzcbeny

in 1741, , S i
B S TS o]
o | ‘might
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| which were peculiar to the Place, and the People
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might have been of Ufe againft anyvof' the Country
People 5 but agam{’c the Enemy we had to contend
with, could not be depended upon, being all bi-

gotted Roman Catholicks, and rather attentive to
feduce the Country Topaffes, who were of the fame -
Rehglon, to defert, than difpofed to exert them-

felves in the Defence of the Place; and as to the

‘two Hundred, if I fhould fay feveral of thém by

their own Confeflion were. inlifted foon after they

were difcharged from the O/d Baily, and many others
~ were Irifh Roman Catholicks, I fhould not deviate
" from the Truth
 Order in troublefome Times, and there was fome

the firt were not eafily kept in

Reafon from the Religion of the Irifb, to doubt of
their Fidelity. |
6. Befide the Want of military Men, we were

alfo in Want of military Stores; though we did
“not fail to give the proper Advice here :

Supplies fent us were far fhort of what was defired,
and particularly of thofe Things which were” moft
I could enumerate many other Wants

among whom we were fettled ; among others, the
‘Want of Water was not the leaft ; and if to this be

' added, that Bricklayers, Carpenters, Smiths, La-
bourers, Dieters of the Military, and all our menial
* Servants, were in general Natives of the Country,'

~who all left the Place fo foon as the Frencb landed,

N

it is eafy to conceive the Diftrefs and Difficulties

which every one. was. fubje&ed to, and the Fa-
. tigue and Labour every. Ind1v1dual was obhged to

fubmu: to..
e Thxs

But the

|

14971

Thls was the State of the Place when the

Frmcb came before it ; and thofe who are conver-
fant in Military Affairs will foon form a ]udgment,-, ‘
whether it was practicable to defend it many Days,
éven with the Addition of the Prince/s Mary’s Men,
againft a Force ten Times fuperior to both, and fo'
mnch better provided with Military Stores and other

Neceffaties ; at the fame Time the French expefted - |

an Addition to their Strength every Day;' We 'had“
an Account in Auguft that three of their Shlps were
arrived on the Malabar Coaft, from mee, full of '
Men ; they were daily expected on ours; and the
Centaur, Mars, and Brilliant, did aCtually arrive at

" Pondicherry, in September, full of Men, as was re-

ported. Our Dependance had been for fome Time
folely on the Protection of our Men of War; but
when that was thhdrawn, we had no Refource, no

‘Hopes left; and in fuch Circumftances it is a re-

ceived Maxun, and, T believe, held no Breach of
Honour in the Befieged to capitulate, in order to
obtain better Terms, than when the Enemy enters.
by Storm. - |

8. Iam not wnorant that there are many who fit
quiet at Home, and with much Tranquillity form
Plans for the Defence of Places at a Diftance, cen-
furing very freely the Conduét of thofé in Truft
Abroad, for not doing that which they had ﬁgured
to themfelves here, was fo eafy to be done; I am

~ forry to fay, our own Cafe has furnithed me ‘with-

too many Inftances of this Sort s ; to mention only

one; I know it has been reprefented as a Blot. upon . |
us, that Seventy or Elghty of the Pripcefs Mary's. :
| D

baxlors, ‘
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;‘aaﬂors, with One Hundred of our Two Hundred:
Europeans, were not permitted to march out and at-
tack fuch Part of the Enemy as were landed at 77
plicane, and who. Were above five Times the Num-
ber of .thofe who were to be the Aflailants 3 it is not:
difficult to form a Iudgment what would have been

the Effe& of fo rafh an Attempt, and therefore I
| am furprized that any-body, fhould cenfure us. for

giving no Countenance to it; certainly. thofe who-
do fo, ate not aware that they refleét more upon:
their own Judgment, than upon our Conduét :
“What Meafures of that Kind might have been pru-
dently taken, and how fuccefsfully executed, had
our Garrifon confifted of fix hundred effeétive Euro-
peans, exclufive of the Gun—room Crew, ouf great
Deficiency renders it unneceITary here to difeufs.
“Therefore I proceed to the

9. Confiderations, which had Wexerht Wlth us,.
when we reflected upon the Confequences, that the
total Lofs of Madrafs would be to your Affairs ;,
thofe are fo connefted with the Advantages and
great. Savings that would have accrued, had the

‘Agreement we made been comphed with, that

~what I'have to fay of elther, is in’ great Meafure
apphcable to both.

~ 10. After the French had bombarded the Town for
| three Days and three Nights, and the few People
| " we had in it become extreamly fatigued for Want
of a Place Bomb Proof wherem to take then‘ Reft,
it was “determined, havmo as was faid before, no

: Hopes of Rehef t0 fend to M df’ kz Boum’onﬂms,

1o

~ to know what Terms he would @rrant us.
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And
this leads me to fpeak of the Capltulation and fubfe»-
quent Treaty of Ranfom. )
11. M. de Iz Bourdonnais’s Inftructions bemo not:
to make any new Settlement, it followed of Courfe,
he had in his Power only this Alternatlve, either to
deftroy fuch of ours as he thould become Mafter of,
or treat for -a Ranfom; this laft we thought moft

- for your Intereft, and more for your Credit too,

than to let the Enemy live ‘at Difcretioni in the Seat |
of your Prefidency, and at Liberty to deftroy it at
Pleafure, ‘efpecially if we could fecure thereby a
quiet Poffeflion for the Remainder of the’ War,
without any of the Works or Company’s Bti'il-,dings
-being demolithed ;- for however the Value: of thefe
have been eftimated here, the Charge of eredting
them, including the Church, the Town-Houfe, the

~ black Town Wall built by Subfcription, the new -
Powder Magazine, and as far as we had gone in
~ the new Works, did not coft lefs than four hun-

dred Thoufand Pagodas *, when both Materials and
Labour were much lefs co{tly than in thefe our

j Days

12, You know, Sll‘S, but too Well What Ex
pences have been incurred at §¢. Dagvid fince the
Lofs of Madrafs, fo much that it may perhaps in-.

~ duce you to with that Place had fuffered the fame.
Fate with' its Mother Settlement ;
~ you have already been' put to at £z Davidy T will

“yet the Charge

* Let a Pagoda be always reckoned, for more ready Compu-
tation, at 8, though the Company of. late have allowed but '
7; 84d. each. ‘ %

, D 2 venture




‘ [s52]

| venture to affert, is very far fhort of what it with
| coft to finifh the Works begun there; the chief of
' what they have hitherto fet about, is merely for the
Pefence of that {mall Fort, which I grant, when
" compleated, if it is only intended for a military
Station, may for fo far be of Ufe; and, indeed if
| Room and Buildings were only wanted for the mi-
| litary Part-of your Eftablithment, the Expence per+
| haps need not be great; but if the whole of the
- Company’s Trade, and. the Manner of carrying on
that Trade in thofe Parts be confidered, much more
| will be wanting than is prefently thought of, and T

| wifh Experience does not too foon lay thofe Wants-

| before you, as doubtlefs you ‘intend to carry on as
| large a Trade as you have been ufed and 1f poﬁi-

i ble to increafe it.’

130 It s well knovvn, that all ’Wthh could be
called Curtins, and fome of the Baftions at Madrafs,
- had Warchoufes under them for the Reception of

Naval Stores, ‘and other gruff Goods from Exrope, -
“ as well as Salt:Petre from Bengal: Neither was
* that fufficient, but feveral large Buildings of your

-~ éwn were erefted in the Heart of the Town, and
- -others hired for the Reception of Woollens and other
‘Merchandize for the Markets in India, and of Cal-
~ licoes brought in by our Merchants, and thofe fent

| Buildings of this Sort cught to be within the for-
. tified Place, or your Ef’cates will be frequently ex-
pofed to great Danger ;. but to carry on this Trade,
a Number of Servants, who are not mlhtary Men,

RN T T et e mmeoeeew oo T s e el e

}*wxll be alfo neceffary; thefe ought, at lealt they |
~will expe&, to be lodged in fuch a Manner, as to

iZ
g
‘

‘Duty and Fidelity, as their Salaries and Allowances |

‘ceffary to have fome of the Natives, who are Men|
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they can be expected only in a Place of Trade ;|

great Advantages that have accrued to you from
‘the extenfive Commerce that was carried on at
Madrafs and, till this fatal Event, had enjoyed an

e s s TS S B S R R S B T i
. .

- occafioned it to fuffer in fome Branches of its Trade,|

' their Commerce to, and in the Eafi- Indies but

e

~ acquired fome new Advantages ; the Troubles in
- Perfia, induced many Armenians to leave that
~ Country, and fettle in Indias feveral of the moft

- from the fubordinate Factories, and for forting and
- embaling the fame for the Eurgpe Market: All

~us; theIrruption: of the Morattaes into Carnatica,
~was another Event, that brought feveral eminent
Shroﬁ's and wealthy Merchants into our Town 3

{53
be fecure in their Perfons and Effe&s; for thcy -
muft trade too, or be tempted to fwerve from their |
will not maintain them. Neither is this all; Ex-f
perience of many Years is' convincing, that, in or-|
der to carry on your Trade with Eﬁ'c& it is ne-{
of Worth and Subftance inhabiting among us, but|
and as they will trade, they alfo will expe& Secu-
rity for their Perfons and Effects, without bemg |

expofed again to every Invader. =
14. You have been long fenfible, S1rs, of the

almoft uninterrupted Courfe thereof, for upwards]
of one hundred Years ; its Proximity to Pondicherry)

fince - the Peace of Utrecht, from which Time the
Frencb feemed to be more intent upon extending

notwithftanding this clathing of Interefts, Madmj}
conﬁderable, fixed their Refidence and Famxhes withi

Dg ey mfo—
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infomuch, that T may fay, there was hardly a Shroff
of ‘any Note, in the Mogul’s Emplre, but had a
Houfe in it; in a Word, Mmlraﬁ was become the
- Admiration of -all the Country People, and ‘the
Envy of all our Europecm Neighbours ; and, as it
had for a great many Years, brought in a clear
annual Revenue of ‘near Seventy Thoufand Pagodas,
a Sum far exceeding the whole: Charges of the Place,
| Civil and Mlhtary, accotding to your Eftablithment
" in Peace; a Sum that Would have defrayed all the
- Civil Expenees of the Government; and maintained
- above Twelve Hundred Eurapeam, with proper Of-
| ficers and Arms, for its Defence in War ; it might
| well, we thought, deferve our Confideration, hot
" to prevent the total Lofs of fo valuable a Settle-
l ment, and the Ruin of its numerous Inhabitarits,
} "from whofe Induﬁry, Luxury, and Neceﬁlﬂes

thofe 7ich Revenues flowed 3 wvaluable furely it was
b o the Company, for what other Seéttlement had

they that could boaft of paying its own Expences

- or near them, by its own Revenues, even in the
~ moft peacedble and ‘quiet Times: But fuch, alas,

‘bemg the Fate of Madrafs, it is not eafy to deter-
" mine the Titne when the Effe@s of fo fad an Event
will be effaced, and fo far forgot, as to induce the

 appeared to “us very eﬁ”entlal to your Intereft ; and

" as they had fo long, and fo largely, paid for your
. Proteétion, by the Dutles on their Trade and Coh-
- fumption, et found nome, 1 hope it 'will not be
~ looked upon as an lmproper Confideration, by a
sf"gSocxety who have fo of ten recommended to us ‘the

Exercife

Natives to fettle with us- again “Their Prefervatlon '

[ 35 ]
Exercife of Equity and Lenity, in order to mvl’te
the Natives to fettle under their Proteéhon . if I

confefs we had fome Degree of Compaﬁion for fo
great a Multitude of Inhabitants as were at Ma-
\dmﬁ, who before the French landed were com-

puted at above Two Hundred Thoufand ¥, and wha
have fince been difperfed, and are mlferably wan- ‘
ing in the Countr .
o 5g The clear An);mal Revermes of Madmfs and
§t. David together, having for a great Number of
Years paft, been aboeut Elghty Thoufand Pagodas.,
the Difference, t111 one or both of thofe Places col-
le& again (after the old Method) to that Amount,
muft, I think, be 1mputed to the Lofs of Madmﬁ,
and the Ruin of  its Inhabltants and, 1 prefume,
-ought to be carried to the Credit of our Ranfom
Treaty, how long any Difference may fubfift, or
to what Sum it may amount, your -own Books will
‘be the: clearef’c Emdence 3 1 fhall* remark only, that
the Deﬁcxency for thefe three firft Years, M:mu{‘c be
near’ T'wo Hundred Thoufand Pagodas. :
16. Permit me. to prefent Madrafs to you in
another Light, and at one View ; for upwards of
twenty Years. paft, if T am not greatly mlﬁakcn,
(for how much longer I know not) -there has been

& Nett Gam commumbus dnmis on the Head of
 Profit and Loﬁ in the Madrafs Books, arifing from

the Revenues, Silver Coinage, -and the Sale ‘of
Woollen and other Goods from Europe of near
N inety Thoufand Pagodas a Year, after all Charges

* It had been nearer the Truth if he had fald above zso,ooo
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C1vxl and Military of the Cogff were paid, ‘which
Ballance being annually carried to Stock, became
properly Part of the Inveftment for Exrope, whereby
 a further Advance, and I apprehend no incon-
4 ﬁderable one, arofe upon it; Is it not reafonable,
: that till Madmj}, or Fort S8¢. David do the like
~ again, to impute the Deficiency for fo long to the
fame Caufe as the Lofs of the Revenues, and to
. place it to the fame Account? What that Defi-
 ciency may be, (doubtlefs there will be a great one)
«can only be difcovered after the fame Manner.

17. In 1744 and 1745 you received * from the
- Coaft upwards of ten thoufand Bales, whxch coft
|- about a Million of Pagodas, and 1746 we thould

' have fent you upwards of Six Thoufand more, if

| the Place had not been taken in the Seprember of that
 Year, as above four Thoufand were at that Time
~ready ; and for any Reafon that appears to the con-

trary, we fhould have kept our Inveftment up to
| that Rate, at leatt for the Remainder of the War, if
| mot for a longer Continuance, had not Madrafs un-

‘happily fallen irito the Hands of the Enemy ; what
came home 1 laft Year was that Part of the Four
~ Thoufand Bales that was provided at Fort S,
- David and the Northern Settlements, before . our
| Diffolution in 1746 What will be provxded for
| you on the Coaft in and from 1747 t0 1750, is
{ beyond the Reach of my Intelhgence to calculate,

| “but T have ‘good Reafon to fufpe&t the Inveftment

there, will fall far ﬂxort of what it Would havc

* It had better been exprefled, We' fent you, L
ot Itis meant, what were fent Home. |
| been,

'4 k_only thro’ the extream' ill Conduét of the Frencb

Tols7] -

been, had only our Agreement with M. de la Bour- |
donnais been complied with, and the Company con- |
fequently become great Sufferers, as the Sale of the
Coaft Goods have been of late fo high, and are faid
to continue fo ftill, which Difference you will alfo
permit me to fuppofe, ought to be given to the
Credit of our Ranfom Treaty; for had not the
Government of Pondicherry perfidioufly - broke it

‘nor you yourfelves been pleafed to condemn it, you

would have enjoyed all the Benefits of your Trade,
and the Commerce of Madrafs, without Interruption,
during the reft of the War; and at the fame Time |
the Expences of the Garrifon might have been kept
within the Regulation you had eftablithed, in the
moft" peaceable and quiet Times, for fix hundred
effetive Europeans would not have ‘coft more than
that Crowd of ufelefs Topaffes and Peons, of which
the Major Part of our Mlhtary has’ of late been
compofed ; and the Revenue you received here for
Freight and Permiffion on Silver and Coral con--
figned to Madmj.'s, with the Freight and Duty on
Diamonds in return from thence, would have been,
I imagine, more than fufficient to have furnithed -
Recruits, and kept that Corps compleat.” = i
18. Another Confideration, which had great
Weight with us, was the expefted Arrival of the
Outward-bound Ships, both that Seafon and the
next, fome of whom we feared might fall into the
Enemy’s Hands, by their remaining in Poffeffion
of Madrafs; *tis true, you only loft the Przmqﬂ?
Amelia, who put in there ; but the Britannia efcaped

the
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- the Exeter might have met vnth the {ame Fate as

the Amelia, had fhe not been forewarned of her
Danger by a Man of War, who happened to be
cruizing off the Place, juft as fthe was coming to
~ an Anchor ; the Oxford too afterwards very luckily

had a Perfon on Board, who underftood the Country
Language, and by that Means learnt by a Cata-
~ maran that was fithing off the Port, that the Place
was in Poffeflion of the Fremch; fo- that though

happily you loft no more than the Amelia, yet the

narrow Efcape of the other three, fhews our Appre-
henfions that you might fuffer much more were
- not ill grounded. |

19, I am afraid I .may add to thefe Loﬁ“es, great |
Part of the Merchants Ballances, who are difperfed

in different Patts of the Country, and perhaps it

will be:no eafy Matter to prevail with them to come-

1 down again, if they do not intend to fix their Refi-
 adence .among. us, -Or if they fufpect they fhall be
. brought under any Reftraint or Trouble on that
| Account, it will be enough to deter them from
- GeMIRE 3 but: if they fhould come, it is much to
e apprehended, they will either plead they had
larger Quantities. of Goods in their Warehoufes,
apon thetr Contraé‘tso than they really had, or that
their Loffes otherways have rendered them uncapable

«of paying their Debts; the firft Plea it will be

difficult to controvert, and the laft is moft probably
true.

L 20:1 mxght enumerate many other Partlculars that |

- occurred to us in_our unhappy Clrcumf’cances, but
SR ) explam them would take up much longer Time 3

T Wlll .
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I will therefore intrude upon you no further, than -
to obviate two or three Objeftions, which 1 am
well aware will be made to our' Ranfom Treaty.

21. The Meaning of that Part of the $th Ar—w |

ticle, ‘wherein Mention is made of our fending’
Goods to Europe, ‘was declared before all the Englifh
Inhabitants and French Officers to be, that provided
we fulfilled our Engagements (fuivant les Termes)
according to the Conditions and Times flipulated,

we were at Liberty to do what we pleafed with the
reft of our Money ; and, in my.humble Opinion,
the Words themfelves imply no lefss ' let that be -
granted\then, and Madrafs with.its Inhabitants had -

remained in their late flourithing State, we thould

moft probably, as we had for the three precedlng

Years, invefted on the Coaft full Five Hundred
- Thoufand Pagodas ‘a Year, “have made good our
‘Obligations to the French for the three Years to-

follow at Two Hundred Thoufand Pagodas a Year,

“and have fent you each Year Three Thoufand Bales

befide * ; the Profit whereon, I will venture to af.
firm, ‘would much more than have paid that Part of
the Ranfom which ‘was contratted fhould be paid
in Exrope : 1In lieu whereof, Madrafs is in a Man-
ner laid wafte 5 you have no Bales; and, if I.am
not -greatly deceived, you are out of Pocket by the, .
Lofs of the Princefs Amelia in fix Months: after we
left Madrafs 5 and in Confequence thereof, by Lofs

‘of Revenues in twelve Months only 5 and by Ex-

Cow Whtch would havc coﬁ :about Three Hundred Thoufand
Pagedas. s EORE e

pences‘
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‘pences at Fort 8z David in fifteen ; more than the
Six Hundred Thoufand we were to have paid in
three Years. - I :
9. The fecond Objection is, that fo large a Sum
‘as Fleven Hundred Thoufand Pagodas, to be trans-
“ferred from your Eftate to the French for the Re-
demption of Madrafs, would have been highly in-
Jurious to you, and adequately advantageous to your
Enemy and Rival: In Anfwer to which I muft beg
leave to -obferve, that you are already, or will be
~wery foon, Eleven Hundred Thoufand Pagodas out
-of Pocket by our being driven from Madrafs, and
" that valuable Seat of your Prefidency withal vir-

“gually, if not abfolutely deftroyed: On the other .

~ -8ide, let me afk, How much lefs _the;_Frmcb ‘hav'e
‘ ‘been long in Pofleffion of ? By the Seizure of the

- * Amelis, - and the Confifcation of the Coral, Raw-

*.Silk, and -other fine- Goods, ‘the Property of the
Inhabitants and their Correfpondents near one half,
“and of Grain and other gruff Goods not far fhort

| jof the other half. e e

| - 23. The laft Objection is, that the Treaty was

| made for the Prefervation of private Property; and
~ the ~Company made to- bear the whole Burthen.
- From what has been {aid above, your Intereft ap-

“pears to be {o blended with the Prefervation of pri-
“vate Property, that I confefs in this Inftance I have
‘not Penetration or Skill enough to feparate them ;

but I can affure you, . neverthelefs, the Englifb were
content, and did- confent to bear a Part; the 47-

. menians agreed to pay One Hundred and F ifty

- Thoufand Pagodas for their Share ; Affetts we had

F oy " of
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of theirs in our Power, and Poffeflion fufficient

to make it good ; and the Natives, when they

returned, you might have affefled at Pleafure. -
24. What has been urged here, I flatter myfelf

is fufficiently evincing, that if the whole Sum which
was agreed to be paid for the Ranfom of the Place,
including the fecret Service Money, was to - have
been paid by the Company, the Advantages and
great Savings would have left a confiderable Balance -
in their Favour; this is eafily demonftrated when
‘reduced to Figures, though a Multitude of leffer
Ttems be excluded: And it is a Fa& the French
 Government of Pondicherry were fo throughly fen-
fible of, that though they ratified the Treaty made
with us by Monf. de /a Bourdonnais; he was no
fooner embarked, than - they declared it null and

, void; which I think they would not have done,

if -they had not been convinced the Bargain we:
had made was too favourable to your Intereft. =
~ 25. Lthould be forry, Sirs, if any Thing I have
now faid thould be fo conftrued as to give any juft:
Caufe of Offence; a decent Freedom in one’s Ju-
~ ftification, while it exceeds not the Bounds of gdod_:i
Manners, cannot; and I have purpofe,lyf omittedil
fome Things, becaufe I would not offend. The in-
jurious Infinuations without Number that have been
induftrioufly whifpered ‘about, I eftcem unworthy
my Notice; they hurt me not; but I was oo

much concerned' in the Events related to be alto-  }|

“gether filent, when I heard that the Surrender had
 been termed Cowardl, and the Treaty of Ranfom
Seqndalous and Infameus: If they fhould appear.
SRR e N TN R
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differently to' you from the Lights you have now
received, I fhall expect no lefs from your Candour
and Juftice, than to ftand before you exculpated of
thofe ‘heavy Accufations: The more I am op-
prefled By the Misfertunes I have met with, the
“more it is incumbent upon me to vindicate my
Chara&er and Condu&t ; and with my own, that of
- the Governour and the reft of the Council of Ma-
drafs: It is with this fole View that I offer this
Addrefs to you, and hoping it will have the Effect
which T with and’ mtend I remain Wlth all poffible
'Refpe&
‘ ‘ Hmaurabk S 5
~~London, -
, February 8, 1748-9. T onr fmtlaful bumlyle Servam‘,

W MONSON

1 ‘have before mentloned to you, that Payment
“of feveral Bonds was demanded of the Company,
for Money taken up and borrowed by the Gover-
‘nour and Council after the French were in Poffeffion
“of the Place, and which upon a Motion in  the
General Coutt, it. was refolved, fhould' not be paid
without thelr Leave; 1 alfo intimated; that this

Motlon was made at the Inﬁlgatlon of fome ‘of

the Direors, Certamly they were previoufly ac-
quamtedy with the Motion; for when the Perfon

~ who made it in the General Court had gone o far,

as to move, ‘¢ That no Bonds given, or Bills drawn
’.’
< by the late Governour and Councﬂ of Madrafs’

.. he began to hefitate, as it under a Doubt, whether

he had not mxi’caken his Dxreé’nons, whereupon one

; of .
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of the feleCt Number called over to him,. and ena- 1

bled him to add, * dated after the goth of Auguf, §
« 1446, fhould be paid without Leave of the
¢ General Court.” This Motion was agreed to,
and ferved the Purpofes of the Direfors in’ more
Inftances than one; if there had been no Doubt of

the Validity of any of the Bonds, ﬁgned after the |

goth of Auguft, yet their Finances were low, and

it hurt them extreamly to think of parting with
any Money. Thofe Bonds, which were dated the " .
- 3oth of September, and it was thofe only that were

figned after the Fremch took Madrafs, were the
Property of fome who are confiderable Men at
Home, as well as Intereft ameng the Proprietors 3
the DireCtors by this Refolution of the General

Cotirt, were relieved from the ungrateful Talk of

difcufling with the Bond-holders . the Validity of
thofe Bonds, and they hoped to keep them attached
to their Party, by Intimations that they fhould have
an Opportunity of explaining the Matter at fome £
future General Court,, when they would be paid their - §
Money, without the Expence and Trouble of a |
Law-Suit; before I add any Thing further about b
the Bonds dated the 3oth of September, it is very |
material to let you know, there was another Bond
included in the Refolution of the General Court,
and which bemc dated the 1ft of Seplember 1746,.
the Prohibition, as I have faid ‘was eztended to {
the goth of Azzguﬂ 1746 : the Bond 1 mean was |
for thirty thoufand Pagodas, - given Nicholas Morfe, |

‘Efq; and was the Amount of feveral leffer Sums,

Wl‘uch he bad advanced at dxvers Txmes, in. the
pre—




i precedmg Part of the Year, to make up fomc_
Remlttances, which had been voted by the Council

1 to be fent to Fort 8. David, and other fubordmate \

Facories, and for other neceffary Purpofes at Ma-

: drajfr, ‘when the Company ‘had not fufficient in Cath
8 to compleat the whole Sums voted. As the Ufes
B this Money was applled to, with the Reafons why
® only one Bond was given for it at the Time it was
f dated, and not diftin& Bonds for each particular
1 Sum at the Time it was advanced, I fay, as all this
s more particularly explained in feveral Letters to-
! the Court of Direttors entered hereafter, I refer
you thereto, my Purpofe in this Place being only.
l to let youa little into the Secret of the Directors
it Conduét. ,

| i Monfon foon after his Arrwal in England

i prefented to the Court of Diretors this Bond of
Il thirty thoufand Pagodas, which was affigned over
il to him by Mr. Morfe, together with a Letter of
? - Advice from the late. Governour and Councxl re-

o latmg to the fame, m the followmg Words

‘ ‘.T o the Honoumble the Courz‘ qf Directors jbr
= Aﬁazrs of the United Company of Mercbants‘
) England tmdzng to z‘be Eaft-Indies.

Honoumble, R .
\HIS juft ferves to* adv1fe you, that we gave

a Bond, payable to your Prefident by the

it Company, for thirty thoufand Pagodas ; which Mo-
Il ney he advanced, at wfundry Times, for the Com-"

pany s Semce, before our T roubles came ons but_ )
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as he did not afk for any Acknowledgment under

the Council’s Hands at the Time of paying it into_
your Cafth, We gave him the abovementioned Bond.

- for the fame at Intercft. Dated the 1ft of Septem— 7

ber 1746. We are,

Honourable,
Pondicherry, . , BT
- January 18, 1746-7. LYour faithful bumble Servantsy. -
Joun StraTTON. Nic. MoRrSE.
~ Joun SAVAGE

W. MONSON "

Meﬁ'xeurs Eyre and Harm, two other of the' -
Council, have figned the Bond ; but, not being .at |
Pondicherry, they could not Jom 1n ﬁgmnc thls
Letter. .

However, the Demand of thlS Bond was not. the‘»

only Bufinefs that induced Mr, ]l{onfon to come, to' : ‘  ‘

England ; his principal View was to juftify the Con-
duct of himfelf, and the reft of the Gentlemen who
were intrufted with the Management of. the Com-.
pany’s Affairs at Madrafs ; and to explain to the
Direttors, the defencelefs Condition. of the Place ; 3

‘the Impoffibility -of maintaining it for the Co’mpany, |

againft a Force fo much fuperior to their own ;

the Reafons for concluding the Treaty of Ranfom ;

and alfo to demontftrate, that, if it had been comply’d,

with, it would have been greatly to the Company’s

; Aldva.m:age Add beﬁde, that it was looked upon

not only as proper, but hlghly neceflary, that fome-
body who had been upon the Spot, and acquainted
with all the Clrcumftances Abroad, thould. be ready .
here at Home, to prevent the. Eﬁ'e&s that might

e L E havei |
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. Bave proceeded from many falfe and idle Reports,
. which are too often and commonly propagated upon
- fuch an Event as this. ‘ I
- The Directors were ‘well acquainted and aware of
Mr. Monfor’s Defign of coming to England ; it was.
~ therefore thought expedient to endeaveur to keep
" him in a State of Dependance, which they flattered
themfelves would keep him filent, and they hoped-
that Purpofe would be effe¢ted by keeping the Pay-
ment of the Bond in Sufpences though there was.
fufficient Teftimony that the Money was advanced
and applied for their Ufe and Service, before ‘the
French artacked the Place, yet it was eafy to pretend
that they wanted Copies of the Madrafs Books and.
Confultations for fuller Proof thereof ; though, as
~ Affairs were cireumftanced at that Time, it feemed
very doubtful whether they: fhiould ever be gratified
therein ; however, to make fhore of the Matter, -and:
to cafe themfelves of any further particular Appli-
cation, it was contrived to include this Bond in the:
Prohibition of the General Court. Mr. Monfon had
ot at this Time offended then by any Appeal to
" the Publics I will not be fure, whether what he has
addreffed to them in private fince, has not infpired
them  with fome Refentment ; 1 have procured
Copies of his L etters, and you wilk perhaps be able,
without my Help, to put your Finger upon the
fore Places: The Reafon of my furmifing this laft,
‘proceeds from the State of the Cafe, which the Di-

reftors drew up for the- Opinion of Council, in

Confequence of the Refolution of the General Court
of the 22d of March 1748, Which Refolution was;
. R SR B RS S i :h L had Tllat

T T ——

I
:: That' It b¢ ?eff"?fedfto, the Court of Direftors.:
« fo _‘enq_ul,r@-what Money, or other Conﬁderat’iéri‘s‘j. 1
N \gas paid or given for the feveral Bonds whereof
) Payment is now demanded, by whom, and to. 1
“ whom, and when, and upon what Occafion; and
) how fuch Money was paid, applied, and" a1
‘““‘Pofedr of, and by whom, and to whom, and |
‘ when, ‘and for what Purpofe, and to ftate ar |
: the ‘material Circumftances relating thereto - and
< that the Court of Dircétors do take the Opinion:
¢ of Council, how far the Conipzin‘y_ are li"abl‘ei"t.oa. .
:: thfl Pa}’menth of all, or any of the faid Bdhds‘«' 1
and report their Proceedings. B
“ terly. éencralTCOuri.O’feedlngs: at“ the next quar-

“This Refolution was fent to Mr. Aﬁfoﬂﬂﬂ,W1th

the following Letter from M. Secretary, -

SIR,

| HE laft General Court having come to 4.
HRefol{ut,_ion, with refpe@t to the Bonds civen ‘2
oy tf:h(?‘ Egft-India Company’s late Governour and
Council at Fort S¢. George, dated after the goth of |
Auguft 1746, whercof Payment was then demand- |
ed; I do, by Order of .the Court of Dife&brs, o
fend you a Copy of that Refolution, ‘and a Lift 'oi;.
thofe Bonds 5 and as you were one of the Com‘;‘n,:
pany’s Council, and are poffeffed of a Bond dated  §
after that Time, of which youyd,emand'e/cii Payfnénf '

at the laft ngerai Court, the Court of Direttors. .

defire that you will, as clearly and explicitly as you

can, give them in Writing fuch an Account of '

Ea o . thofe
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thofe “Franfaftions as is required by the inclofed

‘Refolution, that they may make fuch a Report as

. may be fatisfactory to the General Cot;rt-. Tam,

SIR,

" Eaft-India Houfe, B |
" ’ Your moft obedient Servant,

April 13, 1749
o RoBERT JaMES, Secretary.

" To this Mr. Monfor made the following Re:ply' 3
wherein are repeated fome Things that were faid in

a former Letter, the Reafon whereof T wifh T was

at Liberty to tell you.

To the Hénouraéle- the Court of Direclors for
- Affairs of the United Company of Merchants

of England trading to the Eaft-Indiee.

SIRS, ~ - |
y Have received, from your Secretary, Copy of
1 the Refolution of the General Court of the

3 _ 22d of March laft, with a Lift of Bonds given by

the Eaft-India Company’s late Governour and Coun-

" al at Fort S George, dated after the goth of Au-

guff 1746, whereof Payment Was then ,demanded-,
and intimating y"our" Defire that I would, as clearly

~and explicitly as I can, give you in Writing fuch

an Account of thofe Tranfactions as is required by

the faid Refolution, that you might make fuch a

Report as may be facisfatory to the General
"~ As the Bonds whereof Payment was demanded

[69]
at the General Court of the 20d of Maereh latt,
were only thefe following, wviz. I Ot

For Pagodas 10000 claimed by Mefl. George Arnold,
Thomas Truman, Henry Ifaac,
and Fofeph Salomons.

e 40000 claimed by Mefl. Abrabam and

- Facob Franco and AaronFranks.

m———— 10000 claimed by Mr. Francis Salvadore. |

5400 claimed by Mr. Facob Salvadore.
— 30000 claimed by Mr. #illiam Monfon-

1 -féy, as only thefe Bonds were demanded at the i

General Court of the 22d of March 1748, it may

not be improper to acquaint you, that there were

feveral other Sums borrowed, and Bonds given for

the fame, by the late Governour and. Council at -

Fort 8¢. George, dated after the goth of Auguft 1746,
particularly o Con g,

One for Pagodas 15000 To Meff. Fones and M?”ﬁ*;

5000 To Mr. Peter Baillien.
3 .z(oloyo To the Miqiﬁet and Church-

| wardens.
4368 To the Mayor’s Court.
- 1400 To Mr. Foxall. -

Befide which, we gave a Bond to Mr. Salomons,
for 2000 Rupees, and a Bill of Exchange to Mr.
Samuel Barlow for 3000 Pagodas. ..}

“The Circumftances attending the Bond for 3oo0o
Pagodas, claimed by myfelf, are very different from
the reft; it is dated the 1ft of Seprember 1746,

before the French came againft the Place, and has’

E3 not
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. not the leaft Conneétion with, or Relation to, ;he
|| Surrender or Redemption of it for fome Time

before the War broke out, the Frenmch were at great
EXpences-Abroad; énd’r’ecéived but flender Remit-
tances from France, which occafioned them to con-
tratt very large Debts in India to carry on their

. Affairs ; the Declaration of War _put a total Stop to

all Supplies coming to them from Europe, and to

~ all further Credit in the Country, whereby. they

prefently became out of all Capacity to inte;fere
with us in the Inveftment for Europe; our Inve{’cf
ment corifequently increafed very muchin 1744 and
1745, but in 1746 efpecially, Demands for Money
from the South and from the North, from our own
Merchants alfo, and from the Paymafter, came {o
much quicker upon us than our Receipts, by l.lef
venues and Sale of Eurepe Goods, or otherwife,
CO}ul‘d ahfwer, we thought ourfelves obliged, tha’;
you might not lofe the Benefit of that feemingly

favourable Conjuncture, to take- up Money of

whomfoever would lend it ; feveral did fo, and had
Bonds for the fame, but altogether being infufficient

" to carry on your Bufinefs with that Vigour and Suc-

cefs we withed, Mr. ‘Mor/e, always zealous for the

Company’s Service and Intereft, advanced at divers

Times in the laft three Months before the Place was
attacked, in like Manner as he had done the Yf.:ar
preceding, fundry Sums-of his own Money. (which
he might have employed much better) to compleat

~thofe required of us from. Fort §t. David, the

Northern Settlements and our own People at the

~ Forts Mr. Morfe did not take a feparate Bond for

~exch
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each Advances but on the 1ft of September, when
we had full Affurance the French had projected a
Defcent, and intended to invade Madrafs by Land,.
he defired in a regular Council held that Morning,
a Bond might be given him for thirty thoufand
Pagodas, he had thus advanced, which being una-
nimoufly agreed to, a Bond was accordingly drawn
out as foon as could be, and figned that very Day ;.
which Bond upon my Refolution at Pondicherry,

- to come to England, 1 defired him, that I might

not return quite naked, to affign over to me, as
what Effeéts could be recovered of mine, would

come into his Hands ; to this Propofal Mr. Mor/e
-confented, and it is this Bond I had the Honour to |

prefent to you upon my Arrival, and is partly the
Subjeét of the prefent Enquiry; I-.cannot but per-
fwade myfelf, you are fo. well fatisfied the Money

~ was honourably and duly advanced for the Com-

pany’s Service, when they were in Want of Cath,
before the French came againft us, that I flatter my-
felf you will report it in fuch Manner to the next J§
General Court, that the Payment thereof may be |

-no longer deferred. -~ =

With regard to the other Borlxds,;" you deﬁreffo bé

informed upon what Occafion the Money was bor-
rowed, . by whom, of whom, and whens the Bonds ":

themfelves exprefs by whom, of whom, and whenz :

~ The Occafion was this; in treating for the Ran- .

fom Mr. Morfe and myfelf, to whom it was by the

Council more particularly referred, were foon made

fenfible, it was neceflary to difburfe a:further Sum,
befide that mentioned in the publick Treaty : This |
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we communicated, as we had conftantly and faith-
fully done every other Step taken in this Affair, to
the Council, who being of Opinion, thit as the
Terms of the Treaty appeared highly for the Com-
pany’s Intereft in the Situation of their Affairs at that
Time, it was more advifeable to lay down fuch a
Stake * than to lofe the Benefit of it; by f{uffering
the Enemy to remain, and'live at Difcretion, in the
Seat of their Prefidency, and at Liberty to deftroy
it at Pleafure. o S
A further and diftint Sum being then agreed
on, and agreed by the Council to be paid, our next
Difficulty was how to raife the Money ; it was' not

praticable for us to do fo, but by giving the Com-"
"pany?‘s“‘Bond’s for the fame, to fiich as would {fup-

ply us; and, as almoft all the Money, and fuch
valuable Effeés belonging to private Perfons ' that

could readily be removed and " fecreted, had been
cartied out of Town, and fecured in the Country,

before the French invefted the Place,  the Proprietors
were rot eafily prevailed on, to bring them in-again,
even under fuch a Security 3 they could not recall
them immediately, and, I believe, . would not have
confented to do fo at all; had they not been as
‘much convinced as the late Governour and Council

- e T T T S e - .
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As it is part' of the Refolution of the General
Court, that you fhould enquire into what Money or"
other Confideration was ‘paid or given for the
feveral Bonds , I take the Liberty to acquaint you
that it was impoffible for us to raife the Whole in
Money, a confiderable Part was. made good ‘in~
Diamonds, which were brought out of 'the Country

for that fole Purpofe; I cannot afcertain the exact

Value, but to the beft of my Recollection, it might
amount to near one half of the whole Sum bor-
rowed. ‘ S | o

It remains only to fay, to whom this Money and
thefe Diamonds were given or paid; permit me to
fay rather; that in certain Conjunctures, Negotia-
tions arife, which require not only to be conducted’
with fome Degree of Sécrecy, but that the Secrét
be kept inviolable afterwards, there being a Sort of |
Faith, which ought to be preferved, even with one’s
Enemies ; you will readily conceive this whole

~Negotiation to be of fuch a Nature, as ought not,

or cannot be with any Propriety publickly, or more
explicitely revealed, nor can it anfwer any valuable
Purpofe to the Company if it were, from whence
I hope I fhall ftand excufed, if I declare no further

‘than that Part of the Money was appropriated to

o3
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pay fix Months Salary, and two Months Diet to
your covenanted Servants, with a Month’s Arrears
to »tilhéGa'rrifon-,‘ befide {undry Difburftments to the
Officers and Sailors: of the Princefs Mary,.to” your.
Officers and Military, that were going to Cuddalore,
and fome other little Advances, we judged ‘ne-’
ceffary towards our future Eftablithment ; the reft
N b S o

R R T

were, that the Ufe to which they were to be applied,
was greatly for the Company’s Intereft. -~

%The Gov‘erﬁou‘r and .Council of ‘Bengél, "hayx'ré: pa:d dp‘wﬂ

Twenty and Thirty Thoufand Pounds at' a Time to the Nvab‘ob‘,"‘

to make Peace ‘with him, and obtain the Difpatch of a Year’s

‘Shipping : “The Gentlemen at Madrafs thought they might well -
- venture to do o for the Prefervation of fo famous and valuable

) _a.S,et.t:lem@rity - B :
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of the Money, with the Diamonds, was altually
and dona fide, applied to the Purpofe already men-
tioned, which in the Opinion of thofe concerned in
this Bufinefs, would have redounded very much te

the Honour, the Credit and real.Advantage of the

Company ; the. late Governour and Council of Fort
St. George, fill thought themfelves bound by their

Duty to do every A& that might tend to that good

End, even in the State they were; they thought
they were warranted and authorized by Reafon and

- Equity to do fo; and I troft that you are by this

Time convinced no indireét Application has bt?en
made ‘of the Money and Diamonds, for .w‘hgch
thofe Bonds were given ; I flatter myfelf again that

what I have here offered, with refpect to them, will

be fatisfactory to you, and have the Honourtobe
. S§IRS,
" London, ’ v | o b
May 3,%749. Your moft obedient Servant,
i ~+'W. Monson.

»’ A C«opj- of" “the Refolution of tﬁé,,Geheral}Cdurt

' of the 22d of March 1748, was likewife fent with

a Letter from the Secretary to Mr. Stration 5 who,
on the 4th of May 1749, returned an Anfwer to

- the Court of Directors: What he faid in regard to
' the Bonds dated the goth of September 1746, being
~ pretty. much to the fame Purpofe as ‘what Mr
- Monjon had offered, I fhall not trouble you with a

Repetition ; but with refpeét to the Bond dated

the 1ft of Seprember 1746, he fays,

| «The

[751 -
¢ The Bond claimed by Mr. #illiam Monfon fox

¢ Thirty Thoufand Pagodas, I muft fuppofe to be

“ that Bond the Governour and Council figned and
 gave to Mr. Morfe for that Sum, dated the 1ft

“ of September 1746, which was before the Settle-
“ ment of Fort S§t. George was invefted by the

French, or before they came againft that Place,

<¢ and confequently of a different Nature from thofe:

““ Bonds already mentioned 5 for this Sum was ad-

¢ vanced by Mr. Mor/fe, at different Times, in or-

“ der to carry on your Bufinefs at the F ort, and
““ to fupply your other Settlements of Fort Sz

David, Vizagapatam, and Ingeram, with Money
¢ for the like Purpofe, but did not afk for a Bond:
¢ in Council till the Day it was figned: Nor was
¢ this the firft Inftance’ of the Kind ; Mr. Morﬁ,:; 1
“ I am informed, did the fame the Year preceed-

ing ;. and Mr. Benyon, 1 am informed alfo, has |
frequently advanced his private Cath for your |
~Service, without. any Confideration, and waited
¢ for the Arrival of Supplies before he reimburfed
¢ himfelf ; and from the Situation of your Affairs
¢ on the Coaft, that Year, T muft believe you are

(14

(14

(49

¢ fenfible, your Governour. and Council of Fort

¢¢.§2. George could not have made an Inveftment on

¢ the Coaft, fo as to have enabled them to have |
¢¢ difpatched ' the. expected Shipping in Time, if |
¢¢ they had not vbdr:ro_wed feveral Sums of Money at
¢ Intereft, the large Number of Bales that were
¢ purchafed ‘on’ the. Coaft that Year, which have |
“ been all. received here  (except thofe taken in
“ Madrafs) will evince the Truth of what I now
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« gffert: 1 muft alfo do Mr. Morfe the Juftice to
<« declare to your Honours,  that I have Reafon. to
«¢' believe that he paid Intereft for the Money that
« he fupplied your Cafh, fome Months before he
« required this Bond from the Council, which I

«¢ apprehend he can fufficiently make appear to

«¢ your Honours on his Arrival here; and I am
«¢ Further to affure you, that I do firmly believe all
¢’ Money received, for which your Governour and
« Council gave Bonds, was aGually and bona fide
-« advanced, and paid for your Intereft and Service.

* “The ‘Direfors were now to draw up the Cafe -

for the Council ; which they fo very partially ftated,
that though the Council, whofe Opinion * was Tead
at the quarterly General Court in une, were clear,
- that the Company were liable to pay the Bonds
| dated the goth of Sepiember 17406, they exprefled a
| Doubt of fome Collufion, Fraud, and Breach of

Truft in the late Governour and Council, relating

" to the Bond of the 1ft of September 1%46, and there-
fore, * that it was not proper to pay that Bond
« yet :” The Reafon of that Doubt proceeded, I
believe, from the Directors Manner of Stating what
Mr. Edward Fowke had wrote them, as his Reafon

for not figning it: Mr. Fowke made no Objection
in Council when the Bond was agreed to be given s

~and the ObjeCion he made to Signing it afterwards,

- feems to-be rather to the Form ‘and Manner of its

being‘tenderedrto“him,“? than any Doubt of the Mo-

ney having been v'a‘pplied for the Company’s Ufe.‘; :
- “The DireCtors don’t feem to-have been more nice
o |  and

e

~ the Effects of their former Policy operated too

. great Concern, as they thought it would ftill keep |

- L7
and exa® in ftating the Cafe. relating to the Bonds
dated the goth of September ; they laid great Weight
and Strefs upon what Mr. Fowke had faid, about |
his not Signing the Bond for Thirty Thoufand Pa-
godas ; but they take no Notice (cither becaufe it
was not in Writing, or that they were willing it :'
fhould be forgot) of what he faid in one of their
Committees about thofe Bonds, when, upon fome f

.. Quettions being put to him, he declared, that he |

had no Doubt the Money was paid ; and further, |
that it was his Opinion, No Ranfom could have |
been obtained even for Two Million of Pagodas, if {
a feperate Sum had not been agreed for befide. .

" You have heard read the State of the Cafe, as it
was laid before Council, and the Council’s Opinion
thereon ; that Opinion did not feem to fatisfy -the
General Court, with Refpe@t to the Bonds, dated
the goth of September ; you were prefent at that
Court, and therefore 1 need not take'up much of

~ your Time, by repeating all “that was faid there;

it is ‘net ,uncommon in all fuch Aﬁ’émblies to have
a great deal faid very forreign to the Purpofe, and
I believe a‘ great many that fpoke that Day had not |
been previoufly confulted, and were therefore left
to the Impulfe of thofe Paffions and Prejudices
which they had imbibed from the Notions that had §
been for fome Time before inftilled into them'§
the Directors affeted to have it thought that they
were not againft the Payment of the Bonds, but §

ftrongly againft them, and perhaps it gave them no ;

"+ the |
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the Bondholders in a longer State of Dependance ;
but you will give me Leave to trouble you with a
few Remarks upon fome of the Arguments that
were made Ufe of againft paying thefe Bonds ; fome
who were perfectly ignorant of the Application of

was attually in the Place, and by Collufion ‘with
the Company’s Servants, was paid into their Cafh,
and Bonds given for ir, and alfo that that Money
- was really in Cafh, and taken by the French, and
that this was contrived on Purpofe to make the
Company accountable for what otherwife would have
. been taken from them if this really had been the
| Cafe, the Arguments of thofe would have been juft,

- who exclaimed againft the Signing of thofe Bonds o
| “as an iniquitous Proceeding ; the Fa& is, that when

| the French took Pofieflion of the Town, the Com.

in Cafh, nor did the French poffefs themfelves of
| Cath to that Amount. And therefore the Bond.
| holders not entering at firft into the Purpofe for
- which, the Money was applied, endeavoured only
| to fhew, how improbable it was from the Circum-
ftances of the Cafe, that there could be any Collu-
fion between their Factors and the Company’s Ser-
vants: At length it was. urged by fome of them,
that the Money was borrowed and paid in Conféf'
| quence of the Ranfom Treaty. In Anfwer to which,

it was infifted upon, that no A& of the Governour

- and Council, in the Circumftances they were after
| the French were in Poffeffion of . the Place, could be
- valid or binding ; that, in Confequence, the Treaty
. o itfelf

the Money, were poflefled with a Notion, that it

- pany had not to the Value of a Thoufand Pounds

4
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egregious Farce, in giving what they were pleafed
to term an A& of Liberty ; and that a Bond ﬁg’ned
to a Highwayman or Street Robber, was equally‘ as
binding : Perhaps I am not exact in reciting the
very Expreffions of the Gentleman ‘who made Ufe

with him, that the Governour and Council of Ma-

there is always fubfiting a Power of entering into
Treaties and Engagements }be‘t’ween* the I"‘ar‘txles"l,a.t
War; and that fuch Treaties and Engagements are,,

Force or Compulfion; the Fremch propofed the
Terms upon which they would evacuate the Place,

moft that can be faid, and indeed nothing worfe

- were induced to accept the Terms, upon Motives
very different from the Intereft of the Company ;

or compelled to it by'the French: * T fuppofe this is

itfelf was null and void; and of which the Fremch -
themfelves were fo fenfible, that they ated a moft [f

of this Argument ; but, as you were prefent at the Il
Debate, you will allow, that what I have faid agrees ||
in Subftance ; and I am very ready to allow, that
the A& of Liberty was fo far jmp:;rtinent‘, that it‘
was neither neceffary or material ; but I cannot agree |

drafs, when the French were in Pofleflion of the
Place, were in the fame Circumftances as a Man |

that is attacked by a Robber. Itis well kvriiowr;%
.and that Gentleman ought to have known, that §

by the Laws of Nations, looked upon as facred and |
valid. In the prefent Cafe, there was not the leaft i

and the Englifp were at Liberty to accept thofe §
Terms, or to evacuate the Place themfelves: The §

could be faid, is, that the Governour and Council -

but it is ridiculous to fuggeft, that they were forced
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- not the firft Inftance, that a Place has been ran-
fomed, after the Enemy was in Poffeffion of it ; and

we find, that fince Madmfs was taken, itis an ex-
prefs Condition in the Treaty between Admiral

- Knowles and the Governour of Fort Louis, that,

« For what Lemty the Admiral is difpofed to fthew

| < the Town and Inhabxtants, the Conditions thall’

« be fettled be tween Governour Chatteaunoye and

| <« him to Morrow.” Thefe Conditions were to be
~ fettled after the Englih were in Poffeflion of the
| Place ; and though they had no other Foundation

than the Admiral’s Lenity, yet, after they were fet-
tled,” were no doubt deemed as valid and binding,

- and as punétually complied with, as if they had been
-~ fettled before the Admiral had taken Poffeffion.

1 believe, Sir, by this Time I have almoft tired
your Patience by the Length of this Difcourfe ; it

I is indeed fwelled beyond the Compafs of a Letter

the Subje& is copxoﬂs, and though T refolved from

the Begmmng to. omit many Thmgs, yet 1 did not
il think what T propofed to fay would have taken up .

fo much Room 3 you will, I am afraid, have too

~ much Occafion to remark fome Defeéts in the Stlle, |
“as well as Conneétion in {feveral Parts; but as I

have not Time to correét thofe Faults, I muﬁ rely

" upon your Goodnefs and Candour to excufe them:
My chief Intent, when I firft fet down, was to

explain to you, that the whole of the Misfortunes,
which we have met with Abroad, has not been en-

tirely owing to the ill Conduét of the Gentlemen of
' Madrafs, which fo much Pains has been taken tq

have thought and beheved but on the contrary toa

{

March 15, 1749.

long ‘
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long Courfe of weak Adminiftration of your Af-"
fairs at home; and at laft to the unaccountable
Condu@ of the Commander in Chief of his Ma-
jefty’s Squadron, ‘and the Venality and Folly of the
Nabob: My Intent was to thew you, moreover,
that had the Treaty of Ranfom been duly complied
with, ' the Company would have been great Gainers
thereby ; one of the fineft forreign Settlements in

~ the World would have remained in its full Luftre |

and Credlt, and many of his Majefty’s Subjeéts,
with a vaft Multitude of good Inhabitants, had
been preferved from Ruin and Mifery. How far
what I have faid is a Proof thereof, I fubmit to -
your Judgment ; and alfo in what Degree prudent
thofe Meafures were, that left the Safety of the

‘Company’s Settlements and Eftates abfolutely to

the Caprice of Men, over whom their Servants had -
no Controul ; whether it be to the precarious Aid
of a little Squadronat fo great a Dxi’cance, and fub-

je& to fuch Variety of Accidents, or to the more

precarious Wifdom and Honour of a Mahomedan
Government.” I am W1th greatei’c E{‘ceem, N

S IR, &cf

B London, '

¥ - k‘V/C,o,N»j
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CoxteENTs of the APPENDIX.

. 1. Letters and Papers concerning the Neutra-

lity.

Occurrence at Madrafs, from the 181h of
Auguft 1746, to the 131h of Novem-
ber, wbhen Mr. Morfe, &Fe. arrz'ved at
s Pondicherry..
3. State of the Garrifon at Madrafs, Septem-
ber 1746.
7 mnﬂate of the quzz‘ulatwﬂ of Madrafs
Copy of Monf. de la Bourdonnais Commiffion.
Letter to Monf. de la Bourdonnais.
Tranflate of the fuperzour Council. of Pondi-
~ cherry. Their Proteft againft the Ranfom.

Anfwer to t/oe Proteft. And their Raz‘zﬁ '

cation of the feveral A’ﬁzcles of Ranfom. -
8. Madrafs in Account with the Ranfom.

9. Eftimate of the Company’s Loffes and Expences |

zncurred b_y the Loﬁ of Madrafs.

Extmﬁ from the Diary, of the moft materzal ‘

_w1thH'yL W—

A PPENDTIX
No. 1.
Anno 1742

Eaft-India Company; to the Englifb Eaft-

India Company, in order to eftablith a
Neutrality betwixt the two Companies; in cafe
of a War between the two Crowns ; tranfatted
ry Efq; during his
Refidence at Paris 3 which Propofals were ap-
proved off by their Eminences Cardinal Fleury
and Tencin, and afterwards laid before his Ma-
jefty by Monfieur Orry, Comptroller General, °
and returned to the French Directors with thls'
Anfwer ; That his Majefty would ratify any ¢ Con-
dxtxons ﬁlpula.ted between the two Companies.

C OPY of Propofals made by the Fremb

Memamndum by the T rench and their Propofals
wmprzzed in three Articles.

Memorandum.* )
As War is an inevitable Ruin to Trade, it
feems convenient for the teciprocal Good of both
Companies, to guard . againft all Accidents, in.

cafe of a War between France and England, by &
& ¥ o Con-




Convention to be approved off by both Corits
paries. -
Article 1ft.

TIn cafe of a War between the two Powers in
Eurape, there fhall be no Hoftilities in any of
their Settlements in the Eafs Tudies, moft of which
lie contiguous to each other, but they fhall con-
tinue to live in Amity one with another, as they
have done for Forty Years paff.

Article 2d.

“The Ships of cither Company, finding them--

felves under a Neceffity to touch at any of their
Settlements in the Eaft Indies, be they Englifb
or French, or at the Iles of France, or Bourbon,
or St. Helena 3 not being informed of a Declara-
tion of War between the two Nations, they thall
not be ftopped or put under any Difficulties upon
any Pretence whatfoever, by any Ships of War,
or the Companies Ships that ‘may happen to

meet ; but, on the contrary, they fhall have free

Liberty to embark their Men and - their ‘Effects,

and fhall fail upon paying for the Neceffaries.

they may have been furnifhed with, be it Wdod;,
or Water, or any Thing the Settlement fhall be
in a Condition to fupply them with. |

Article 3d.

Fhe Ships éf either Company meeting at Sea,

 fhalli fiot attack one another ; but, on the con-

| traf}y‘-,<-fhal‘1\,»furni‘ﬂ1 ‘each other with any Thing

they {hall be in a Condition to {pare.. ¥

" The following ate Tranflates and Copies of A
Letters that paffed on this Occafion. e

He——y L—w—r, Efg; to Mofg/f D—s, ,
dq;‘ed at Boulogne,‘ Nov. 15th, 1742.

SIR,

| T'H E Liberty I now take is to affure you of

- my Refpe@s, and of the grateful Senfe I
fhall ever retain of the Favours you have been
pleafed to honour me with, the Continuance of
which I earneftly follicit.

The Confidence you was pleafed to repofe in
me during my Refidence at Paris, is the greateft

Mark you can give me of your Efteem ; I have

tranfmitted to London, the Articles for fettling a

Neutrality - between the two Companies, and I

make no doubt, but our DireCtors will meet
next Wednefday to confult on this important Oc-
cafion; T hope foon to receive a fatisfaétoryi
Anfwer, which I fhall do myfelf the Honour to
communicate to you; my Sentiments are, that
as the Propofals are fo much to the mutual Ad;‘
vantage of both Companies, to live in good |
Friendthip in Jadia, it cannot fail of Succefs.
Iam,

I O
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.~ among other Things, 1 ventured to take upon

.
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_M.ozéﬁe_ur‘D‘ __s #o H—y L—w—T, Efy;
" dated at Paris, Nov. 19, 1742.

S IR, .
Y Have had the Honour to recewe your Letter

1 of the 15th Current, by which I heard with .

Pleafure, the agreeable News of your Arrival at

" Boulogne s 1 was charmed with every Occafion of

obliging you here, my Bufinefs pr’evér%ted me
the Satisfaétion of cultivating your Fnendfh;p
equal to my Withes, during your Refidence at
Paris. _ - o

1 heartily with our Project 'may fucgeed, it
will unavoidably redound to both our Reputa-
‘dion, as it tends only to prevent grea‘t “Loﬁ'es
‘a.rﬁid Expences to the tWo Companies- I have
the Honour to be, &,

Hey L—w—r, Bfgs o H—y G—b, Bl

" dated at B,Qq’lq_gne,‘ Nov. 11, 1742

~Ince 1 had the Honour to wait on you in

) England, 1 have {pent Part of my :Tjnm at
Paris, from whence I returned laft Night to
A‘Boulbglne-,‘ during my ‘Stay  there 1 mofc fre-
‘quented  thofe Gentlemens Company I knew

- Abroad, which gave me many Opportunities of

difcourfing with them ‘of Affairs in India 5 and

me

et e et e et e SRR

T vra
me to found how far a Neutrality there, in cale:
of a War, might be agreeable to the Fremch;
this Subject, when I firft ftarted it, was thought
neceffary to be kept fecret for a little Time, for
a Reafon not proper to be mentioned here 3 but
as foon as I could make a Judgment, it was re-

lithed ‘by -thofe I moft confulted with 3 I wrote
to Mr. —=== about it, defiring him to commu-
nicate the Purport of that Letter to you; fince
which I have been intrufted a good deal more
on. this and many other Affairs, which I fhall
communicate to you when you think proper;
but I never took upon me to fay, I was in any
thape authorized from your Court of Direétors,
to treat on any Affair of this Confequence, nor
thall, I hope, incur any Cenfure for {o- doing;

but as I had great Reafon to. believe I could be - R

freely entrufted, T ventured to condut it as far

as I could; in Confequence of which, after -

fundry Meetings, the French agreed to confine
their Propofals to three Articles, which they gave |
me, and under this Cover is Copy of them; de-
firing at the fame Time, they might be laid be-

fore your Court, in order to know their Senti~
ments ; to this give me leave to add, that fuch
in the Miniftry, whofe Santion will be ftill nes
ceffary, have been confulted, and made no Ob-
jection to them on their Side ; but till they know * -
what Additions, Diminutions, or how far they
might be acceptable in Englond, they would ap-
pear no further in it; but one Thing I.have |
already told - them, that T apprehended fince
S - F4  Quen :
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‘Qleen Anne had reﬁgned all Title to any. Share
of Prizes that might be taken by the Men of

‘War, which was afterwards confirmed by Aé& of
Parliament ; I believed it would be a difficult

Matter to extend the Neutrality to the Weftward
of the Cape of Good Hope, but to the Eaftward
of that Place you were fole Mafters; before I
conclude, give me Leave here to fay, I fhall

think myfelf very happy if the Steps I have
ventured to take, may meet with your Appro-
bation ; I was moved by no other Spring than

a zealous Attachment to the Service of your

Company, as I will give Place to no one in my
beft Withes that - then' Affairs may ever profper s
1 fhall now wait your Orders, and as foon as you
pleafe to honour me with them, they fhall be
punctually executed, as I defire nothing more

~ than to approve myfelf on all Occaﬁons,

5112 &c.

Hey G—h, Bfy #0 Hey Lmw—rs, Bfjs

daz‘ed at London, Nov. 19, 1742.

ST R .
Have received your Favour, and have men-
tioned the Affair of a Neutrality between the
two Compames ; we think fuch a ‘Thing can be
of no Service further than as it may be: ‘agreed
on as in the laft War betwixt the Settlements,
as was done between Madrafs and Pondicherry 5
it would be for our Intereﬁ: at. all Events to get

Men ~

LS A t
Men of War there, ‘and" though hltherto they!
have done us little Service in thofe Parts, yet we-
think ‘as the French Ships are now richly laden,

it would be a ftrong Temptatxon to look after
them. Iam,

SIR &c.

H-—y L—w—r, Ejé, to Monf. D—s, dczz‘ed |

at Boulogne, Dec, 10, 1742,
§ IR, | |
I Should fooner have done myfelf the Honour
of anfwering your Favour of the 1gth ult.
but that T waited to know the Refult of the -
Councils from our Court of Directors, which I
have but juft received, by which I very eafily
perceive the Affair of a Neutrahty will have long
Confequences before it is perfected ; the Reafon
of fuch Delay I can eafily account for, but fo
foon as I can hear of any Thing that can be'de-
pended upon, I will not fail to do myfelf the.

- Honour to give you the earlxef’c Nonce I am,

SIR &c

Hey Lw—r, Efjs fo H—y Gh, By |

a’m‘ed at Boulogne, Dec 13, 1742. :
SIR,

Am 0 acknowlcdge the Honour of your. Fa- | I

~vour of the 1gth ult. by which I obferve you
do not thmk it nec@ﬁéry t0 treat with the French-

. B
. i3
On z it
. . 3
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on the Subjeét of ‘a Neutrality ;. in Obedience to
which I have wrote to thofe Gentlemen at Paris
T confulted on this Occafion, in fuch .a Stile, as
to leave a Door open to renew this Treaty

again, if hereafter you fhould judge it proper I

hope the Steps I have taken will not leflen ‘me

- in your Efteem ; and am,

S 1 R," ‘&C.‘ .

Some Time after this, Mr. L—w—r7 returned
to England, and wrote another Letter to Monf.
D 5, who fent him this Anfwer from Paris,
dated May 13, 1743-

.S IR,

Received with much Pleafure, the. Letter you
- did me the Honour to write me. from London
be affured, that no ‘Body honours and refpects
you more than I do, and that nothing could give
me more Pleafure than Opportumtles to convince

~you. thereof.

I cannot conceive what Reafons can - be given,
for oppofing the Succefs of a Proje&t, which has

no-other End than the Security and Tranquillity

of the Trade of each Company ; the Execution
of which may prevent them Expences, and per-
haps very confiderable. Loffes 3 ~your Company
has more to lofe than ours, as they carry on a
more confiderable Trade, therefore’ the greater
Advantage is on - their Side s 1 am affured ~our
‘Government will approve the Treaty, if Things

. were favourably d}fp@fed ‘with you, and i my

“coming

YT -

commg to London would determine them,’ Twould
undertake it with Pleafure, and bring with me
the proper Powers. 1 am,

APPENDIX
- No. 2.

-\ Xtra& from the Diary delivered the Court of
v ‘Directors of the moft material Occurrences.
" at Madrafs, from the 18th of Auguft 1746, the

firft Time the French came againft it, to the 13th
of November, when Mr. Morfe, &c arrived  at

Pondicherry.

Sept.. 7th,. Mr. .szt/o Engineer, - Bombardler
and Gunner, died this Day of a Fever; and the

Incapacity of the Mates for a due Difcharge of
thofe Offices being fo- notorious, Mr. Fomes was |

defired to take that Truft upon h1m, as the

- moft able Man then in Town.

This - Afternoon about Three o’Clock . the
Enemy began to play upon us from nine Mortars,
which they had planted behind the Garden Houfe,

and which with the fix to the Southward, conti- L

nued throwmc their Bombs the reft of the Day
and Night.
Sept. 8th. A Part of the Enemy appearmg

- thlf Morning to the Weft Side of the black |
Town, Lieutenant Gingen was ordered with fome -
Men from the North Curtm, and the little Body |

Qf

”'@
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of Referve to oppofe them if they attempted to
enter that Way; but with Inftructions if he
found himfelf overpowered, to retreat in Time to
the Choultry Gate, and upon making the Signal
agreed on, he fhould be let in.

This Day -and Night the Enemy fired from

. both their Bomb Batteries on the white Town,

and °tis computed have thrown to this Time
near if not full Seven Hundred Shells.

Sept. gth. Lieutenant Gingen reports that fome
of his Men had been plundering in the Black
Town, and had broke into a Houfe where: there
‘was- Arrack ; that he had ordered them, and
taken all Meafures in his Power, to oblige them
“to repofe themfelves in the Day Time, as no
* Bombs had fallen that Way, but could not pre-
vail withthem to do fo; that with too much
~ Liquor, and too little Reft, moft of them were
become in a Manner mcapable of ftanding to

| their Arms in the Night, or of being properly -

{erviceable.
“The Enemy played both their Bomb Batteries
“fo brifkly, moft Part of this Day and nght, the

i efpecially,” that it was judged they had

thrown near Five Hundred Shells fince Day
‘break ; fome of the Ships alfo firing on the
" Town in the Night, accompanied with frequent
 Alarms on the Land Side, occafioned miny of
the Military ‘Topaffes, and all thofe of the Gun

93]

the Difpofition of our Peaple, and the Condition |

they were in, as they had from Time to Time = |

from fome or other of the Roman Catholicks,
received Intelligence of every Meafure taken in
Town ; moft of the Europeans in the Gun Room
havmg alfo left their Pofts before Eleven at
Night, when the Gunner going the Rounds,
found but Eleven of his Crew upon Duty,

whereby fome of the Batteries became quite ex- i

pofed and defencelefs ; particularly that called
the Gunners Battery, where only the Command- -
ing Officer, and one more remained: Advice -
being alfo brought this Day, that the Enemy.
were preparing to raife a large Battery of eighteen

Pounders, and had. fent for almoft all their Sea-

men on Shore to join -in a- general Affault, as it
was thought the next nght; many of the Inha- -
bitants became importunate with the Governor -
and Council to furrender..

Lieutenants Helland and Gmgen, (old Eckmzm
through long F atigue, being in a Manner inca-

pable of further Duty) being afked if i in our. Cir- . ‘ ;
cumftances they thought the Town tenable, re- f

plied, that conﬁdenng the great Extent of the -

- Place, and in how many Parts it was open to

eafy Affaults, the Number of Men the Enemy
were faid to have to. make them, and. the few

effective ones they had to oppofe them they 2
muft confefs they doubted if it could be ‘main-
tained ; but that for. themfelves, be the ‘Event i
what it mlght, they were ready to Pcand to their -

| A Poﬁq., |

(i
)
it
i
A
i
i
i}
i
it
2
g
il
i
i
i
i
i
il
Wil
MR
i
i
b
i
iR
RiE
thif
tied
i
i
it
Lt
$iig
i
bie
R
iR
hli.
Hig-
ik
i
8
hitd .
s
HiM
il
gtk
Bl -
HE
I
ittt
e
Bl
4k
'
18
i
v i
£ 28
L ~3

Room to defert, by dropping down: from’ the
' "Walls next the Sea, through fome of whom'it is

not to be doubted but thc Enemy would lea;n '
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 Pofts, and behave as Officers ought WB‘i’le ‘they’
}-la(}I‘IthHour thus approaching that.: 'mufc deter-
mine the Fate of Madrafs, it was J.'udged 1’11§c¢f-:
" fary to come to fome final Refolution s and that
we 'miéht take the moft prudent and beco.mn.lg
ohe, our unhappy Circumitances ‘Woul}d | adrm:;z_ .
the Strength of the Enemy, and our Pczlwf:r .
Oppofition were more partlcul‘arl? ’WCIgh.C- . "
‘ The Enemy, by the beft Intelkggnce thaf: cqud;
be got, and beft Judgment that could be formed,

i had. or would have on Shore next Morning,
Wi 2 : :

; fand Europeans, with at
' upwards of Three Thoufand Eufquansa Hat
leI;& ' Five Hundred Coffrys, and a Numbel’lfg
CeISho'ys -and Peons; and ‘thoug»h wthe two. a .
fhould not be deemed qualified to at i a reat

15 Affault, it is fuppofed they might ferve as well as

[ any, mixt with a few of the worft Europeans, to
anyy |

' make falfe Alarms in the Nighﬁ,’ either in the.

- et the €O ‘or upon the Ifland
" Black Town, the Copang, or upon the Iland ;
: anfi" fo keep even our few Men harraffed, di-

. vided, and diverted from their grand Attacks 3
|$ f Ay -t g h Y .

and as it was paft all Doubt, that the Enemy

had been long apprized of the State of our Gar-

 ifon, and had been of old well acquainted with

" our Town, and its weak Parts, it might be.pre-

‘ * fumed they had not negleéted to bring with them

all Engines and Inftruments of War, proper to
O ; h

" make their Advantage of our Defecls, ?oré,

" efpéci‘ally’aé our Deftruétion feems tQYhW,C cen

Ll p s e ever fince - the Year 1739y
' their Point in View ever fince the Yea

_ would foon have followed, and have given him Li-|
- berty to have acted then, and had moreover for above

The Extent and Condition of our Blé;ck ,and‘lf

~his and the Officers Opinion that it would be im-|

the Walls, it muft be an eafier. Conqueft to the |

| [os] |
when this faime Monf. de la Bourdonnais came toj
Pondicherry with a Force confiderable enough, inf
Hopes and Expectation that a Declaration of War

a Year paft been preparing ; and the Gentlemen n ‘
lefs induftrioufly at Pondicherry, to put their 'longf“j
fince projected Defign in Exe‘"cut_iqn’,_ now the wifhed-|
for Occafion prefented, the Barrier of Peace nol
longer fubfifting. =~ P

White Town, with the Number and Quality of ourlj
Men, being next. confidered, it was found the Ex-||
tent of both Towns, was full two Miles, that is toy|
fay, the former near feven thoufand Feet, and thel|
latter above four thoufand three hundred ; the Can-||
non all withdrawn from, or nailed up, in the Black ||
Town, before Mr. Swith died, in Confequencg offf

practicable. with our Men' to defegd it, as all the|
Walls are low, thofe on the Eaft and Weft Side,||
without fo much as aDitch before them, that onl|
the North at twenty Feet Diftance from the Wall, |
and an open Entrance to go between, the Points to |
the North and Weft by much too fmall to difcourage |
or repel the Attacks of a European Enemy ; and that;'
at the South Weft Angle many Years. ago deemed i'
incapable of fuftaining the dead Weight of Cannon, {,
much lefs the Shock. of firing them ; the Reflection |
naturally occurring hereon being, that if it could not §
be maintained with what Cannon there was gpoh
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Enemy without them, who in that State might
nake themfelves Mafters of it at Pleafure, and with-
but Expence.— Suppofing them thus poITeﬁé‘d’. of
he Black Towi, what Advantage would it give
them over the White Town ? D

ollow Curtin, above fix hundred Feet long, from
Eaft to Weft (dividing it from the Black Town)
at each End whereof ftands a Baftion, one Flank of
ach, carrying two Guns each, defenc%s‘ the Wall,
but no Ditch or other Defence without it, two large
Gates in it, and the Houfes of the Black Town
within fixty Feet of it. ~

to South, is above fixteen hundred Feet, the Wall
where it is tolerably high, is fo narrow, that only
one Man can pafs at a Time, and confequently no
| Room for fimall Arms, to any good Purpofe; from

 to the Half Moon Battery, is eleven’ hundre‘d‘Fee;
of the fixteen hundred, between which lyes/«th-ofe
called the Gunners and Gunners Mates Batteries,

| any more than the South Face of fifhing Point ;
the North Face of faid Point entirely undefended,
| and a Gate opening from the Black Town' almoft

| treamly weak and defetive. RS

| At the South End runs another hollow Qurtm,
| almoft four: hundred Feet in Length, from Ef‘g 15:)
(R ' o eft,

" At the North End of the White Town, runs a

" On the Eaft Side, towards the Sea, from North |

| fithing Point at the North Eaft Angle of the Town

fearce above Man’s Reach from  the (%I’OLlnd," carry=
ihg ‘onIY' a Front Fire to the Sea, without Flanks;
 nor duely defended by the Flanks of the others,

| under the faid North Face, renders the Wh°1e “‘e’:‘* :

| [971 |
Weft, in the fame Manner as at the North End,
and defended exactly the fame, except that there is
-but one Gate clofe under one of the Baftions, and the =~ |
Houfes of the Copang fomewhat further from the |

Wall;

fome Parts no Wall at all, *in others a very de- -
fective one, and but one fmall Battery about Mid-
way, between the two Baftions, without proper
Flanks to fcour the River, which towards the
North End runs in a Ciirve Weftward, caufing that

End of the ‘Town to befo much wider than the
South; the River in fome Places very fhallow,

efpecially towards the Southward, where there is no-

Wall; no Communication from one End to the

other, but thro™ the Streets of the Town ;- the whole |
as weak and defe@ive as the other Side. -
Now to maintain a Place of this Extent, whofe

Fortification is thus by far the great Part fo- irregu. |
lar and imperfect, and where there is any Shew of E
Regularity labouring - under the Defects above-

mentioned, it is prefumed would \r:equirce.one' quar-
ter Part at leaft of the Enémies Number of effective. .
Men, to be commanded by a proper Number of .
Officers duly qualified ; whereas it is found that

© % What Mr.. Barnet ‘calls.‘ the long, unflanked Garden Wall,
was a Brick and half thick laid in Mud, and was fo decayed,

. that by the Advice of Mr. Smith, it was, after Mr. Barnet wrote -
“his Letter, great Part pulled down, left it fhould fall upon firing |
. the Cannon of the Baftion, and,a Parapet breaft high made with.. |

the Materials, as well as Time_{wbulkd‘; permit, . .

‘The Weft Side towards the Land almoft fevéh—f B
teen hundred Feet from South to North, has in
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our Garrifon (to-fay nothing of the Officers) confifts

‘not of above two Hundred effe&ive Europeans in
_the Military, exclufive of about twenty Vagabond
Portuguefe, the worft Men in the World for our

Service at this Time, and did not at firft of above
forty Furopeans in the Gun-room, whereof not
more than Eleven are now to be found, according
to the Gunner’s Report of about Eighty Sailors
the Prince(s Mary’s Crew ; next, if one quarter Part

" of the Topaffes thould be efteemed faithful and ef-

fe@ive, and one quarter Part is the Excefs that have
the leaft Right or Pretenfion (if any of them have)
to be fo ranked or fuppofed of both Characters ; and
laftly, if to thefe be added, one third Part of our
Inhabitants, and with thofe Gentlemen’s Pardon not

near that Proportion are any wife in a Capacity to -
- give the leaft Aid or Affiftance in Defence of the

Place ; the whole Compound of Soldiers, Sailors,
Gun-room, Topaffes and Militia, could not exceed

" four Hundred effeétive Men ; but extracting from
“the two laft Ingredients only one cighth Part of this

whole, as may be fully andas JUuly done without
Injury or Partiality to any one of them, there will
then remain altogether but three Hundred and fifty

~(not one elghth Part of the Enemy’s Number of
Europeans. oniy) to be fuppofed good and effective,
allowing whom to have been fo, yet are now for

the moft Part extreamly harraffed and fatigued, by
being three Days expofed to the exceflive Heats at

that Seafon, and. as' many Nights without Reft or -
~ Repofe, through the Neceflity of conftant Duty, as
well as Apprehenﬁon and Dread of the Bombs,

whofe

[ 99]
whofe Effe&s, for want of fome Place Proof, have |
generally proved fatal to thofe who flept.

. Such being the State of our Place, and fuch the
Condition of our People to defend it} omlttmg
here to take Notice of a Multitude of other Defi-
ciencies and - difcouraging Circumftances, there ap-
pears not the leaft Probability of our being able to
prevail againft our hungry Enemies, fhould they
affault us even the next Night, or thould they con-
tinue bomba.rdm(T a Day or two Ionge1 though we
might net perhaps lofe many Men thereby, yet all
who remained would neceffarily become more en-
feebled, and lefs capable of Reﬁf’cance than at
prefent .
It is upon- thefe Conﬁderatlons, and {eeing more-
over no Hopes of his Majefty’s Squadron returning |
to our Relief, nor Succour coming to us-from theA
Country Government Agreed, That to wait the
Affault,. whether the Enemy attacks the White
Town firlt, or firft poffefs themfelves of the Black,
would be only to expofe the whole to plunder, -
moft of the few Engl b in it to maﬂ'acre, and the

- Town itfelf to their Difcretion.

~ And as the Value and Impoxtance of thxs Settle-‘
ment to the Company, appears to.us of a different

‘Nature and Quality from the common Towns in-

Europe to their Sovereigns, it feems more for the
future ‘Intereft ‘and Credit of the Company, and

~our Country in thefe Parts, to redeem it if poffible

out of the Hands of the Enemy, though at the
Expence of a very heavy Ranfom, than to facrlﬁce ;
the Lives of the beft Part of ouf few Countrymen, =
and the Properties of all the Inhabitants, without a |
Ga Profpe&‘ y
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Profpeét of maintaining the Place thereby, afrd con-
fequently, without any Advantage accruing to the
Publick by our Obitinacy.

Refolved therefore, to fend a Deputation in the
Morning, to Monf. de la Bourdonnais, to fee What
Terms can be obtained.

Sept. 10. Mefl.  Monfo and Hallyburion are de-
fired, and do confent to go to the French Camp
for that Purpofe.

- Mr. Hallyburton returns to Town, with M. de /a
Bourdonnais’s Conditions figned by him, Mr. Mon/fon
detained in the Camp till'an Anfwer comes back.

‘Mr. Hallyburton returns to the Camp with the
Articles of Surrender aceepted, and figned by the
Governour; M. de la Bourdmmzzs enters the Town

- with Part of his Men, the reft remain at C/omdadre

Pettab, their grand Camp.
 Sepr. 11. to 15. M. de la Bourdonnais fends all
the Enw//o Soldlers and Sailors on boaxd the French
Shms in the Road. |

The Magazmes, Warehoufes, f:)’c delivered over

 to M. de-ls Bourdonnais’s Officers and. Cornmlﬁérles

Conferences with M. de lz Bourdonnais concerning

~the Ranfom.
. Conteft between h1m and the Governour of Pondi-

cherry concerning the fame.
Sept. 16. Remon[’crance to M. de Iz Bourdonnais
in Writing, touching his Parole "of Honour, to

accept a Ranfom for the "lown, and demanding

the Execution thereof.
M. de la Bourdonnais puts the Chlef of the Pandz-
cberry Officers under Arreft, with M. Paradis.

- Sept. 24. Artlcles of Ranfom prepared reddjr to

be executed.
Received a Proteft from “the Govemour and.

Councxl of Pondicherry a@amﬂ: M de la Bourdonnaz.r'
~and the Ranfom.

: “»m‘ 25 Anfwer to the above Proteft, &e.

fAPPrNJ

e e

‘In the Hofpital, as by the Surgeons month- | -
ly Report of Sepz‘emé I. 1746 and hxs
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APPENDIX. N°
 State of the Garrifon.

EUmpmm in Madrafs Garrifon, as by

the Mufter Rolls, Septemb. 1. 1746.
~ Deduét.
Portuguefe Sentinels, Vagabond Deferters

from the Military and Ships at Goa, the| |

worft Men in the World for the Ser-
vice at that Time
Lewis Caldirra,  Sentinel, a Country Por-
- tuguele ‘
Anthony de Cruz, Ro]her,

ditto

Jacob de Rofario, and Michael de Rofczrzo,

two Drummers — Slave Boys
Hannibal Julian, a Black, fent from England
Luke Scheilds — a Flemmg, in Prifon for

correfponding with the French, and af-

fifting the Prifoners to efcape - ——
Adrian Miller — deferted

Serjeants upon the Rolls, not in the Service |

Sentine] — dxtto
| Dedu&

Certificate

been there
Old Men and Boys

- Remains (exclufive of the 2 3 Parmguefe e
- firlt mentioned) Ewuropeans to be fup- |

“More who ought‘ to have? T
) ' > at leaf’c

pofed good and effe&tive, Britifb Sub- | - e

3eéts and Foreigners, Proteftants and

Catholicks, mcludmg Commlﬂion Of-A

ﬁcers -

Gg‘

3.
—| 300
23|

21

I

I

.

31
I
34|
2|
—| 66

71z,
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. -V IZ
‘Lieutenants = 3
Enfigns 7
Drums 6

SR T S,

Serjeants, Corporals, and Sentindsk 8y

" Firft Lieutenant, Peter Eckman, an ignorant

fuperannuated Swede, was-a common Soldier Fifty

Years ago; became afterwards a Serjeant at Fort
St. David, and for certain Services; got an Enfign’s
Commiffion, then a Licutenant’s, -and by Length of
Life became the Firft. S S

Second Lieutenant, Fobn Holland, a Gentleman
about Forty Years of Age, of great Honour and

Spirit, and many other amiable Qualities, but never

faw any other Service than upon the (hitherto) peace-
able Parades of Madrafs and §t. David. o
Third Lieutenant, Rodolpbus Gingen, ~a _
Gentleman, and as brave a one, [ believe, as any of
his Nation, of great Fonour,’ and-fome Experience;
having feen Acltions in the Service of the Princes of
o
 One Enfign was a Serjeant in the Troops here,
came out from the Company fix or feven Years ago

as an Enfign ; and, I believe, may be a good Gar-

rifon Officer. SR
- Three Enfigns were a few Years ago common
Soldiers, tofe to be Serjeants, and were chofen out
 of that Rank as Vacancies fell, but n:ver faw other
I Service than relieving the Guards. S T
.| One Enfign has been fent to England fince the

Lofs: of Madrafs, on' Sufpicion of having cor-
refponded with the Enemy.

~ One Enfign had been a common Soldier -many

Years under the Duke of Marlborough, and fince in

India quite fuperannuated.

I One Enfign a very Youth. - ST
o e TR - ' The
HV‘L&E{,_;__._‘,_M L ﬁu NSRS R

Swifi

- [ro3] |

The Sergeants and Corporals cannot be fuppofed

to be very well qualified, fince the 2d and 3d Lieu-

tenants have often complained, they could fcarce pick
a Man out of their Companies fit for either Truft.

The Topaffes, of which the major Part of the

Garrifon confifted, every one that knows Medrafs
knows to be a black, degenerate, wretched Race of
the antient Portuguefe, as proud and bigotted as their
Anceftors, lazy, -idle and vitious withal, and for
the moft Part as weak and feeble in Body as bafe
in Mind : Not one in ten pofiefied of any of the ne-

ceffary Requifites for a Soldier. :

Tranflate of zf_/a‘é‘ Capitulation of Fort St. George
 and the Town of Madrals. Delivered the
- Court of Direétors. I

N Onditions made by Monf. de la Bourdonnais,

A General of the French before that Place, to
Mefl. William Monforn and Fobn Hallyburton, Depu-
ties from Mr. Morfz, Governour of the faid Fort
and Town. “ o R

Fort 8t. George and the Town of Madrafs, and

their Dependencies, this 21ft Day of September, at

Two of the Clock in the Afternoon, fhall be deli-
vered up to M. de la Bourdonnais with the whole
Garrifon, Officers, Soldiers, and Council, and all’
the Euglifb in general that are in -the Fort and
Town, fhall remain Prifoners of War. = *
~ All the Council, Officers, Servants, and other

- Englifb Gentlemen of  the better Sort, fhall haye Li-
berty to go and come wherever it fhall ‘feem good

to them, even to Europe, on Condition -that - they.
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~fhall not bear Arms - againft France offenfively or

defenfively till they are exchanged, according to the

Terms preferibed to the French by Mr. Barnett.

To facilitate - the Engli/b Gentlemen the. Ranfom

~ of the Place, and to render valid the A&s which

“fhall in Confequence pafs, the Governour and Coun-

“cil fhall ceafe to be Prifoners of War, the Moment
they {hall enter:into Negotiation, and M. de¢ lz
- Bourdonnais - obliges hlmfelf to give: them -an au-
thentic - A& twenty-four Hours before - the firft

Sitting,.

The Articles of the Capitulation bemg ﬁgned
thofe of the Ranfom fhall be regulated (& Pamiable)
amicably between M. de /o Bowrdonnais, and the
Englifb Governour, or his Deputies, who thall en-

. gage to give up in good Faith all the Effe&ts, Mer-

il S NN

chandize already received from the Merchants, or
to be received, the Books of Accounts, Magazines,
Arfenals, Veﬁ'els, Ammunition and Provifion, and

- all other Goods belonging to the Company, with-

out being permitted to referve any Thing, whether
in Matters of Gold or Silver, Merchandize, Move-
ables, or other Effefts whatever: contained in the

" Fort, the Town or Suburbs to whomioever they
- belong, without excepting. any Thing, in fuch,
~Manner as is the Right of War. =

i The Garrifon fhall be conduéed to Fort S%. Dafvzd .
I as Prifoners of War, and if by Ranfom the Town of

Madrafs be re-delivered, the Englifh fhall be at

Liberty to repoffefs their Garrifon - to defend them-
felves againft the Country People, for that Effect
~there fhall be returned to the French by the Englifp,
- an equal Number of Prifoners 3 and if they have not
at prefent a fufficient Number of them, the firft -

- Fremeh Men that fhall be. made Prifoners after the
- “Capitulation, fhall be free to the- compleat Number
,yfof thelr qunfon e e e P
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The Sailors - fhall be fent: to Cuddalore, and the

- Exchange of them fhall begin with thofe who are

actually - now at Pondicherry, and the others thall
pafs in their own Ships to England ; but they can-
not bear Arms againft France until an Exchange
has been made of a like Number of Sailors i in Ifm’m
or Europe, byt in India by Preference. ‘
'On_thefe Conditions the Water Gate fhall be de-
hvered up to M. de la Bourdonnais 3 at Two' of ‘the,
Clock in the Afternoon, the Gates of the Town
fhall be relieved by his Troops; they thall make a
Declaration to M. de la Bourdonnais of all Mines,
Countermines, and other fubterraneous Works ,
charged with Powder.

Made and ﬁgned in the Frmcb Camp thlS 2:&

AU Slgned

\

Mabe a’e la Boum’anmzs

| A PP EN D I X , N° 5

T m;g/late of Monf. de la. Bourdonnals Commg[' ont.

Delzfvered t0 tbe Court of Dzreé?om

From the KING

T is “ordered, that all Captains and Oﬁicers of
 the India Company’s Ships, do acknowledge the |
Sieur Mahé de la Bourdonnais, Captain of a Frigate,

“and Governor of the Ifles of France and Bourbon for
- their Commander, and to obey him as fuch, be it
- that he fhall go on board any of the faid Shlps, or

that he ‘may Judae proper to, fend them on any par-
i | tlcular
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{ vicular ‘Expedition ; under ‘P'ai‘n* of my Difplea—
tfifxilar 'Do%e at Verfailles this Ele‘vemh: Day oﬁ
April 1745+ o SRR

i1 _
Signad s
- And underneaths o

" PHILLIPEAUX

5 T e

| Given for Copys o
Mahé de Bourdonnais.

~ Sieur de Fonbrun. .
Quintin de ‘la' Mettree.
Goupil. R

De Bouloc.

 APPENDIX. N°6

| ‘ - ‘ . [ : > " don_
\ Tranflate of a Letter to Monj; de l'a Bour

6 A na{i, upon bis Re-demanding his Parole to
93 L ranfom the Town. Delz'wrcjd‘ g‘be: .Co}‘zjg\n‘ of
Dzreéfers | R

" Chriftian Majefty. of - the Ifies. of France and

‘ XCED by yous capitulated
il ¥"ORCED by your Arms, we have cgpltq )
F with you 'fgr“};he Surrender of our Fort and

d  General for the King.
|
ﬁ Towns after having adjufted the Lot of the Prifo-

To Monf. de la Bou?donnaiés Governour for the Moft -

1l Bourbon, Captain of bis Majefly’s Skips, and

P : . [ . i : de_

i _in’ every Cafe which might happen, we de-

i I"rlnle:i‘rsl’(iéc‘l: of y,)éu' the Ranfom of the Place, and g:

.\ was agreed in Writing, that it thould be'-;englate |

i\ (a Pamiable) in a friendly Manner, accogdmg tﬁg
i ‘gg‘

the Terms ; we demanded of you a further Expla-
nation, and this was your Anfwer Word for Word:
“ Gentlemen, I do not fell Honour. - The Flag of |
¢ my King thall fly over Madrafs, or I will die at
¢ the Foot of the Walls. In regard to the Ran- |
¢ fom of the Town, and in every Thing that is
‘“ interefting, you fhall be fatisfied with me (and |
¢ taking the Hat of one of the Deputies you faid) |
here is nearly the Manner how we will regulate
Matters ; this Hat is worth fix Rupees, you fhall
¢ give me three or four for it, and fo of the reft.”
Relying on your Parole of Honour, we gave up the
Place, and the next Day we began a Conference on
the Subjeét, and have adjufted the Conditions, the
Articles being ready to fign; what then muft have
been our Aftonithment this Day, to fee you re-de-
mand of us your Parole; be not difpleafed, Sir,
that we. require of you, by the Law of Nations,
eftablithed between the Kingdoms of Framce and
Great Britain, to maintain our Capitulation, whetein
you have -promifed the Ranfom of ‘our Town, and |
the Price has in Confequence been regulated. - Thus,
Sir, far from giving back your Parole, we demand |
of you in the Name of the Moft Chriftian King, |
and the King of Great Britain, the immediate Exe-
cution of our Capitulation, and of your Parole upon
the Conditions and Price of Ranfom for the Town,
and to do us Juttice, dated $ Seprember 1746,

(14

(413

‘NicrHoras Mogrse,~

WiLriam Mownson,.

~ JounSTtrATTON.
~Tuomas Eyre. ..

‘Epwarp Harris,

- Jou~n Savace., -

APPEN:
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| APPENDIX. N°y.

W Tranflate of the Governor and ﬁz]ﬁer{or Council of
1 Pondicherry ; their Proteft againfi the Ran-
o fom 5 with an Anfwer to their Proteft, and
W their Ratification of the fecond Articles of
i ~ On the Part of the King,

And the India. Company.

R N Corifequénce of this Day’s: Debate, the Counc
¥ has declared, and do declare by thefe Prefents to

W of Sz. Louis, Governour of the Ifles of France and
' Bowrbon, and Commander in Chief of the Com-
B pany’s Squadron now at Madras, and to Mr. Mor/e
I formerly Governour of the Town, now Prifoner of

Il 'War, and to the Gentlemen formerly of Council of
il the faid Place, alfo Prifoners of War, that» the
I Treaty of Ranfom, made by the pure Will, and
1 without lawful Authority, of M. Mabé de ja Bour-
'\ downais, and with Prifoners who cannot engage for
"Il other than themfelves, efpecially in an Affair of this

'}l regard it as if no fuch Thing had happened, and
i that Affairs at Madrafs thall reft upon the Foot they
' were the Moment that the Capitulation was figned,
~and the Place given up to the vitorious Arms
of his Majefty. At Pondicherry the goth of Sep-

tember, 1746, | T |
; Lt Maire. DupLEIX.

)
[
i
-

. Parapis. Lecovu.
: © Burveres. - Miran.
| ..o+~ QUILLARD.
" By the Council, o B
 MivNos. ~ On

M. Mubé de la Bourdonnais, Knight of the Order

| Importance, is. totally void, that we annul. it, and

i

e
On the Part of the Kinc of Great Britain
And the Eaft-India Company.

4o M. Dupiiex, rcmd the fuperiour _Co‘hmz’l of Ecn;

dicherry.

PJVHE annexed is Copy of a Paper, figned |
3 l by the Council of Pondicherry, which they |
delivered me in a tumultuous Affembly, or to fpeak |
more properly, which they threw at me without
any Refpect. Politenefs has Laws, which T ima-

~ gined were immutable, even from the Vior to the |

Vanquithed, but I have juft now proved the con-
trary; my good Fortune has failed me. I have
nothing to fay at prefent, but to anfwer to your
Proteft. c o o :

I have been befieged by M. de Iz Bourdonnais,
and to him I have furrendered my Town. T made
a Capitulation in Hafte; it was agreed neverthelefs,
that the Ranfom of Mudrafs thould be made after 2 |
friendly Manner. Notwithftanding this Claufe, in
fending back the Capitulation, figned by me, T |

- charged my Deputies to demand upon that Article,

his decifive Parole of Honour, and without that
Condition I had been conftrained to have carried
Matters to the laft Extremity. He gave me his
Parole in the Terms which you fee in the Remon-
ftrance I made to him, demanding the Execution
of it; in Confequence we are agreed upon the
Price of the Ranfom; ought I to addrefs myfelf
then ‘to any other than my Conqueror : This is for
me an Authority ftri¢tly lawful, and the only Au-
thority eftablithed in all Times by the Laws of War,
and I have nothing to do with a feperate Power.

‘T keep faft to my Capitulation, and the Conditions

agreed upon. I therefore proteft in-my Turn, in

“the .




il the Name of my King,
4 oppofe the full and e ‘
{ 1render them refponfible for all that may happen
i therefrom; 1 complained further of the injurious
il Sufpicions that have been fcattered in Publicy it
| has been faid openly, and it has been wrote hat
| the Englifb would not fulfil their Agreements. If
1l our Hoftages, if the Parole of Honour of all Ma-
Y drafs are not fufficient to fatisfy the French Gentle-

Al Septemb. 25, 1746.
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“againft all thofe who may

entire Execution of them, and

men of Pondicherry; the Refpect which is due to

;: a Nation like mine, ought at leaft to have fufpended
Il a Judgment thus infulting, till the Englifp had
1l failed of their Word, which will never come to

o pats.

o - Nicnoras MorsE.
Madrafs, Y .

e approve of ihe above.

W. MoONSON.

| B " JoHN STRATTON.

‘TuoMas EYRE.

Joun Savacge.

.Extm& from the Articles agreed on between

~ the fuperior Council of Pondicherry, and
* Mon/. de la Bourdonnais, dated the 13th of

il Ocober 1746,

\HE Council “engagé,thernfehf'efs,‘ and gfivgtheiiz‘f

| Parole, to keep the Articles of the Treaty

Wl \Which M. de Ja Bourdonnais has made, and fent them

- anauthentick Copy of, . the Erglih fhall kecp their

" Epwarp Harris. -

Given
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- Given for Copy—— Conformable to the Original
Drawn by us, our Secretary, and the prinéi;)gainzé ,
the Squadson at Madrafs, 21ft of October 1746,

| LAURENS. SR

~ SIEUR DE FoNBRUN.,
GouPIL. - o

Dk Bouroc.
‘Gieroe Dvucravy.
QUINTIN DE LA METTREE.

MAHE DE LA BourDONNAIS.

The Diary entire, the general Letter from Pond- ‘
cherry, of the 18th of :_‘?anuary 1746-7 3 rt?xepfol}iﬁ-"
cles of Ranfom, with the other Letters and Papers
that paflfed between the Englifb and French at Ma-
drafs afterwards, and delivered the Court of Direc- -
tors, are too' long to be inferted here; thefe, it is
I%re{'umed,}‘l are fuﬂjlcient to make appear, in fome

egree, how candid and i 1
Proceedings have bef:n.and 'mgen?fous the Directors |

APPENDIX. N°8
‘Madrafs in decount with the Ranfom.

Y the Company’s Buildings, which | =
coft not lefs than 400,000 Padogas, |

when Materials and Labour were much |

lefs coftly than will ever be again. To

~ rebuild fuch hereafter will coft at leaft

 N. B. There was good Reafon to be-

rhevc, that the Government of Pondi- | -

cherry would have difmantled and de- |

500000

i
'
A

!
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il they had not received by the Centaur,
W Muars and Brilliant frefh Inftructions,
!l in Confequence of outr having taken
Cape Breton, which caufed the French
to alter their Meafures. SN
|| By Lofs of Revenues, which ‘would have
~ "been faved by the Ranfom, viz.
For 3 Years, from Odfo-
‘ ber 14746, near '
| For only 7 Years, from Oc-
W zober 1749, full

}200000

| there muft doubtlefs be ‘a great Lofs
if not forever afters but I fhall make
| to fwell this Account.

three Years only. As upwards of 10000

~ from which, if for what has been pro-

 poffibly

,i?‘; mohihed the whole TOWn, but 'mOI'C :
It efpecially the Company’s Buildings, if }' -

} 300000 |
& N.B. From the Nature of Things, |
A in the Revenue for many more Years, |
# - no Eftimate of it,as it'is not wanted |
| By the Deficiency in the Inveltment for |

il Bales of Cullicoes were provided on the }
 Coaft, in 1744 and 1745, which coft |
“about. 1,000,000 of Pagodas, and as:
upwards of 6Gooo Bales would - have |
i been provided in 1746, had not _the
#  Place fallen into the Enemy’s Hands in' |
i the September of that Year, when-above |
4000 were a&ually ready ; it is not to }
be doubted but 200,000 Pagodas a |
* Year might have been paid the French |
. for three Years (fuivamt les Termes) |
" and 3000 Bales a Year, or gooo in the | -
three Years have been fent Home befide, |

500000

~ vided in 1747 and 1748, and what | S

Sl AR e R s R R T

]

poflibly may be in 1749, 3000 Bales |

- be deduéted, there remains a Defici-

ency of 6000 Bales, which would have SRR
been provided, by virtue of the Ran: | =
fom Treaty, more than is at prefent, |

and which at' 100 Pagodas per Bale, is |
600,000 Pagodas. whereon, if a Nett | -
Gain of only 8o per Ceni. be reckoned |-

the Difference is , I
N. B. From what has been received here
fince the Lofs of Madrafs about 2500

~ Bales muft be deduted, that were pro- | par
" vided at Fort §¢. David and the North- }

ern Settlements in 1746, before the
Place was loft.” -~
N. B. If the fuppofed Advance of 8o

per Cent. be objetted to, let a State-

ment be made from the Invoices. and

_ Sales of, with the Accounts of Freight | - N
‘and Duties on, all Choromandel Coaft |- .
Goods, from thofe fent in 1744, to |

this Time. o

By 4 Ships Demurrage in India, though |

~this Deficiency in the Inveftment ——
N. B. For how many Years more there |
may be a Deficiency in the Inveftment, [~
or how great it may be, it is impoffible |+
to determine, ' confidering the prefent §

and very different State™ of Pondicherry.
and Madrafs.

By the Princefss Amelia, loft by the French

being in Pofleflion-of Madrafs — ‘

N, B. It was greatly to be apprehended |
feveral * other- Outward-bound Ships, |

would have fuffered ' the like Fate. -

By the Merchants-Ballanges, and the Pettab | o

~Ballances about = —
. H Pagodas-

ety

S S e Xt "“"“_{s’?j‘«j%‘mw e

1,700000 |

50000

| 120000

50000

—et

1
R



Cpasy

By half the Military, Gunners, and other

- eftimable and greatly admired Seat of |

e

Stores, agreed by the Treaty to be left,
which, -except the Ordnance, have cer-
tainly been ufed and {pent by the French.
I fhall not compute their Value.

By various other leffer Loffes, and ex-
traordinary Expences, the Company |

muft fuftain by the French deftroying,

~_or even only remaining in Mudrafs.
Neither fhall I partlcularly enumerate |.
thefe, as they are not wanted to fill up

this Account.

By what it was fuppofed. the Company'
would have given, even had not the |

Value of the Place to them been alto-

gether -adequate to the Ranfom, to |

have preferved from Ruin, this moft

their Prefidency ; and to have averted

~ the additional Difgrace, and Indignity
- to the Englifb- Name, and Reputation
in the Indies 3 through an envious and
ma11c1ous Enemy remaining Mafters of |

s living at Difcretion in it, and at

| leerty to deftroy it at Pleafure .
3 By what it was fuppofed: the. ‘Company |
would chearfully have given, even had

not the Value of the Place to them | .

been altogether adequate to the Ran- |
- fom, from Principles of Humanity, E- | =
quity and Generofity ; for the Redemp- | = .
- tion of the Eftates and Properties of fo |

great a Number of ‘Inhabitants, who

~ had paid fo long, and fo largely for |

~ their Protedtion ; yet, in the Days of |

- their Danger, Dlﬁrefs and Sorrow found | . . -
“none; I Thall not. prefume to rate thxs

~ Arucle \ - S ‘
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By various other Confiderations not im-

mediately relative to Money, but
which it was judged might fhortly

conduce not lefs to the Publick In-|

tefeft and Utility. -

, - Pagodas
~ To theRanfom Price — 1,100,000

To the Difference of Ex-
~pences in three Years at -
- Madrafs, had the Ran-
fom Treaty ftood good, .
and the Place and People
remained thereby in their
late happy and ﬂour1ﬂ1~ :
ing. State *

100,000 |

1,200,000 |
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