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o portance, in other reSpects, is so generally .
. acknuwledged thata short account of its S
"Settlement Prod‘uctlons, and‘ Commerce, l L

] _‘ : will not, itis 1ma<rlned prove umnterestmg :2  |
4 It xs not mten&ed to enter much into detall”'f? | ;
o b respect’mg the benefits to be derived from;}f
| - the possessxon of th1s vaIuable Island yet, i
o - 1t is presumed that by shewmg What hasf,; =




‘ .*been aeeemplished there, under many :

dlsadvantages, it will suﬁic1ently appear
- what it is capable of, ‘under. more fa—’f’** |
- vourable cu'cumstances

SE’I‘TLEMENT

\\\\\\

| The supreme Government of Bengal o
| judging it necessary ‘to establish a Com=-
~mercial Port in the Straits of Malacca,
‘considered Acheen as a proper place for
.-thjs purpose ‘&ccerdmgly, towards the o
'end of the year 1784, they sent Mr Km- .

| “lloch to propose the measure to the ng‘

,of Acheen, who not deemmg the terms TR
‘he]d out \sufﬁmently advantageous, did

- _f{"not thmk _proper. to comply Wlth them,
A frultless negomatlon, Wthh ~continued R
ﬁfteen months, termma,ted in Mr Km- E

s lochs bemg obhged to rellnqulsh the bu- :
smess and return to. Bengal About t}us e
pemod Mr. nght mentxoned Pulo Penang o
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to the Supreme Government, as d plfat’éé’; |
- well suited in every respect to their viewss
ati the .same time informing them, that
R the ng of Queddah to Whom the Tsland"

- belonged, had offered to bestow it in pera E
petuity on the’ Henourable Company, on \‘ ‘
condition of thelr paying ‘Him’ the Sum:},

. of Six Thousand Spanish Dollars, as an -

mdemmﬁcatwn of the loss he 'might sus--,

B tam in hxs revenues, from the trade to
'Queddah bemg dnerted mto anotherk' |
o ehannel e LD L i ‘ o
' ”I‘he 'Supre‘me : G(')’Ver‘rm"lerl‘t= ha.v‘in:g'aﬁa .
“proved of the situation of the Island, andj |
of: the terms on Whlch it was to be ob~ B
- tamed, were pleased to nommate Mr
| - nght, to’ superintend its first settlement,,‘ff', L
~ andl to make such a;rrangements as weref{:\ L

o necessary w1th ‘the ng ~of Queddah
- Mr Lxght was extremely well quahﬁed

o bys hls perfect knowledge of the language,:ff"f

"A3
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laws, and customs of the Malays, to! sd}s»’ i
| charge the trust reposed in him. ,He fias

“also well known, and much respected by o

the pr1nc1ple men in the . nélghbonrmg: i
- countries, which he.had lohg frequented =
- asa Merch@nt, and ‘what, at that permd, ,
- was of still, greater consec}uence, he pos- g
. sessed much personal mﬁuﬁnce mth the -

' " I&;mg mf Queddah R NN

i

T
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A small detachment was formed in:Cals

cutta, and placed under the genera} eons

“trol of Mr Light, who sailed from Bengal
- July, and amved at Pulo, Penang eaﬂy

“m August, 1786.. At this period, the : :
- Island was $0-entirely covered with large o
,lofty trees, that some time was rez{mred
' to.clear a spot, on which a. Tent .conld
~ be pitched and a F lagstaff erect:ed “This EORTE
Cheh :.bemg d@ne, ‘the Island was taken poss AR
. session of, mt,h the usual f@,rms, and the - N
5 “B}xgsll Qolouvs homtedxm the lﬁthefﬁuu

S ——

sty and in. honour Qf st Roy&l H;gh‘ :
~mess, from thence. called e

.. 'To form "'a‘ p‘i'opei‘ judgment of the difs
_- ﬁcultles the first Settlers had: to stmggle .'
) against, before: they could procure: a has
~ bitation fit’ to shelter themselves .against
- the-changes. of the clmmt@, it is nevessary
S 1o have been: in a similar situation. - The

means. they- possessed were: very limited

- and m‘adequate to: the .work they had to o
S ‘perform, which was ‘extremely laborious, .
as.it eonmsted in filling up large. ravines; |
o and ,drammg swamps, as well as in clears -
R iing.an immense forest:- - But: however fors
e xm.éable these obstacles appeatedy they
L ‘were gradually | Dvemome by, the. zealuus;}f_f E
R persevmzanqe of M!‘leghtg andz those une;,' 2 i
L dér.his: command. In: d munli shm‘tﬁr‘
o ﬁim;thw-m@dfh%bmﬂmm@_,ﬁhsgﬁ"i"




) aPPe&raneé of thfing‘s was entirely-chang-

ed: a town, called. Grores. T@Wm, EWas

- marked out ‘and the fame of the Settle-.
- ment;having been rapidly spread, in 'the
surrounding countries, numerous ;Ldven; {

turers .ﬁocked to. i.t>; -some with an i‘nten*-.

tion. of remaining, others ‘merely- with-.a

view of traffic; these ﬁndmg a ready sale

for their. goods, and meeting with the mer: |
chandlze they required in veturn, the.com-
merce of the Port.rapidly increased. .. Po-. g
pulatmn, of course,; soon, followed; within |
the year there. were upwards. of sixty Chi- "‘. -

nese :Familiés living in. the town,, whither

‘these .industrious people daily continued
~to remove. from -the gdjacémz'céumﬁe’s;
where they had previously setatle'd%'~ : -Rnad§ o
* leading intothe country were, traced@:ut; .
Paddy was planted,,and the interior sapn :
 after assumed . the. cheerfulsappaarancemf
~cultivation, i /This, at finst, rwas certhinly |

neither.obmuch imiportancs; norvéryaxs
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‘tenswe i 1t«»

~was, however,: folhawed iy

shbrtitmne,’hvf exertions:ofia-more perma«s .i

~_neiitiand wvaluable natme, the. Settlement -

continuedin: & pr Qg;zessxve,<, state: ofiiims

‘ pl'ov,emenfc';flib*othi;,?Wit’;h<~reg2ii¥d' to. ity popus.
Jation, and ‘cultivation; till the year 1791,
~ whenthe jealousy ‘of the King of Queddah’
| had- nearly effected “its ruin: her saidyhe
fo.u.nd his vevenues:were: conalderably di< »

‘minished;-in consequence of the Prows res

sorting. to  this Port in place of Queddah;

as formerly;: and he, therefore, reqmred -

an addmon of Four: Thousand Dollars to
his annualj stipened, in .order to ‘co,:mpcn\-.
~sate his:loss: Mr: Light mot: deéming

~ himself  authorised to. comply’ with -this .
demanda the ng immediately began to
- make: preparatlons:ffor seizing-onithe Ts» =

tand.:: Fox: this' purpose.he asaembled

hrgvul‘ome, undér dxffetent pret@ncesm:

Ildrly intimation of his real desighs-having g« ,

bcen commumcated to Mr. Llo'ht ap-'\:“f‘f-




phlcatmn was /Immemaﬁely made to Ben-. o
) |

| 5} for a re-inforcement,. ,Wh%xcl} feamvedv
~most opportunely, when the forges mtend~

ed: for the attack were -all assembled. on

‘the opposite shore, at the town of Prya, |
- -where the: Malays had - constlucted a fartj .
o The. distance of this . place from Grorgen
E Town, ‘was only .two. miles. Mr nght

~ finding a]l his efforts ineffectual to mduce
the King of Queddah to listen to any

‘terms of aceommodation, very prudently

- determined not.to wait for. the attack, but~
; ‘to drive them away.from the ‘post they
3 ‘had Occupled He accordingly attacked
| ‘the. fort on the 12th of April, and mad
e another. attack on -the: Prows ‘assembl :
in Prya River, on:the 16th. th tmoes
#s ‘were successful .in. both - ‘attacks;; in tli:e
o -frsl:, the: Eort was. takm by assault mJ;he
e,

- :j ‘%upreme Government, -
. was st1pulated ‘that the King of Queddah. ,

~ should receive’ Six Thousand Dollars per’

S vernipent
" "Phousand Dollars, previously: applied fort

'11

Tzhisspmted condwct» mduce& the’ ng

_ @f Queddah to disavow. all hostile mtentl- - S
ons; and inclined him to exter into 4 treas .
| tys whmh was afterwards corifirmed: bythe

By this treaty- At -

annam, Mr: Light promising, at the same

time, to’ recommend to the Supreme- Go+ e

to ‘grant’ the additional Four

This being: acceded 'to by the Supreme -

' Government; it has, from that period,
o been regularly paid. “The prmmpal artl-
e cles of ‘the treaty, provided for the ithpor- |

tation of: provisions into the Tsland i the
smitusl delivery of all slaves; debtors, and i

‘murderers; and the exclusion ‘6f all other
 Europeat: Natxons fmm seﬁtlmg in any- B




- being ‘withdrawn. -

 pecteds - The artificers
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| the year 1792, {detemiﬁing{tofd‘rm,:fan; ese
tablishment on the Andamans, intimated =
toMr. Light, the Probability of the Set-

 tlement ‘at Pp INCE oF Ware

fand. - Many of them had expe
sums in buildings and cultivati

ing of the pr0posedSettlementattzheAn~

d.@m@n§,-n@ith¢1::ihe- climate nor situation

Proving so_favorable, s was;

\,I.S_L,A‘N D. S

s IsLanp:
This intelligence was.
a'severe and serious fbl’dw to ‘t‘heiﬁa_,‘tteringj B o
- hopes the inhabitants had entertained res. =
i pecting the future prosperity of the Ts. L
nded Jarge
on, and al} o
- were more or less engaged in' commercial -
‘pursvuits-‘, ,uRelying,’however,-,'on:;t-he' known
 munificence of the-:Bengal~fGomrnmﬁn'tf,; .
B their exertions fd‘rf,tuna\tely‘continued una. -
“bated. In less than two years,
- Were entirely removed, by the withdraw:

their fears

ab.fispex-
aﬂdCOIlVICts werg.:

o Qn «thel::é;,lst;-z;ofi; Oictobbr;;.517951@“‘2'1\’{?{
L ght died. He, hiowever, had the safier
 faction to see; before. his death, the Set

him to expect, in so short a period o

S ~fime.

| MrMamngton the first Civil Assistant
. : ;\;c“cr,eeidc'd? him as Superirlftéi;l‘flhnt 5 he;y ?;
“',Bblige,df inafew months, ;(’-)W'i:ﬂg to the :d

' stdte of h.is'hea,-l;t;ﬁh,vto;reslgn,’ra'nd‘_l’lché o
 toBongal vherehodied.

=

“tlement in:a more. flourishing. state than

. his most sanguine- hopes -could have:led .

succ‘essor, f‘andrthOk‘ChaEge " ,;Apl',l‘lr;i? ‘c:iti .
] ata‘moment,«whcn: the~Ifsland_Wa§‘ t»}e d
ened with total. destruction, by a Cptied
" yon of six large French gatas ‘ﬁtte'ss‘f? .
out, at the Mauritins for :‘"th*e"" expl”tehe -
& P 4«';S¢‘tftle‘1;,n‘en§,- ~They Wergformﬂate]yen

R S S A
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" eountered! by the’ thonoussa;md An'ogant, G
. 74 gun ships, and so roughly treated, as
tobe ebhged to ‘bear up for Batavia, and |

- relinquish all’ ﬁhoughts +of their-interided |

| eﬁterprlse' Mapn ‘Mae - Deonald, in'the ‘.
meanf tuﬁe, ha,d exerted Fumsel*f o }WSE i
the. place in the: best state of defencé zlﬁrrs o

means perrmtted

BT s R ST & TR PR B SN
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An expedatlon ag&mst Mamlla hwmg S
 beendetermined o, & considerable-body :
of troops were assembled and embarked;
by order of the : Supreme: @mrernment at
\ Bengal and Madras, in August, 1797, B
The exped1t10n Wwas- du'eeted to rendez-
vous, at PRIN‘CE OF WAEBS Iszamwpi o
e E "‘The dzwmcm of the army from Bengaljars = |
‘inved on the 24th of  August, and - wkas,f’_‘ .

o jyoméd in a few days by part ‘of the -dis : s
e ‘}vm}eln frem Madras, 'The’ Eurepeans of‘if
 this “portion  of ‘the ‘Expedition, mcludy > |

mO‘ the Navy and? Indiamen, amétmted

: t6 upwards of Five'' Thovsand: Meny S
There was dlso- a. comsxﬂerable«é body' of

Native Troops. This great Armament,

duting a month they remained in Har- S
Boiir, were abundantly and daily supt o
- ‘pl‘fe&“ with fresh. meat ‘and: vegetables a4 )
B -moi!e satlsﬁactory proe’f of :the 1m;irove- |
ment and resourees: of this- Séﬁtétlement*, in .‘
the short period of eleven years from its
- formatlon, could not well be adduced.
i . 1t is, however, but a J,ust trlbute to the | ; )
memory of a brave, actlve, and 1ntelh-: A
gent Officer. to. State, that this ample sup- -
‘ply “was provided. by :the vigilant. and |
~ prudent arrangements, previously made
© by Major Mac Donald, who, on every
. occasion; where the. puhlic service was *
| ?m@@i’n@diy manifested, ‘greas. .’z’,@al,;g~.int§-g;;iv |
| igﬁim":’aﬂdi”abﬂi&y‘aa;as:well as an anxions e
- desire,at all ‘.ﬁi;m@s;,-;~ta';-p?gl@@tq;thes pres: RO |
~ perity of the Ighand. He diedat Madsasy,
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in May, 1799, after a few days illness,

much and sincerely regretted.

. In February, 1800, Sir George Lcith,
was -nominated Lieutenant. -Governor
of this Island, and its dependencies;
and on the 20th of April following,«arri-'-

ved there and took charge of the Govern-

ment.

SITUATION.
~ Princr or Wares IsLanp is situated
in the Straits of Malacca, the N. . point
is in 525”7 N. L. 100° 19” E. L.

- It is separated from the Queddah shore;

on- the Malay Peninsula, by a narrow

strait; and is so happily placed, and se
well defended by the countries which sur-
round it, that a- gale of wind has never
been felt there. Sumatra is to the South-~

S e e .
CB 0 e it b e
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ward and Westward, the large mountain-
ous Islands, called the Laddas, and the
high land of Queddah, to the Northward ;
the mountains which run through the Ma-
lay Peninsula effectually protect it on the

East. Violent squalls are occasionally
experienced, but they rarely continue for

more than an hour.

CLIMATE.

It unqueétionably enjoys the finest cli-
mate in India; the seasons are not mark«
ed with such precision as in other parts
of Asia: (indeed no one year can be said
to resemble another) but this very irregu-
larity probably contributes much to the
pleasantness of the climate.  The driest,
and consequently the hottest Weather, is
generally experienced in January and Fe-
bruary. Thunder storms are common
throughout the year. In the month of

B
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Mareh they are often very severe, and at-
tended ~with heavy falls of rain; hail-
stones have been seen on the hills, but
very seldom. With the exception of the
two months already mentioned, the Island
is rarely few days together without rain,
which produces a constant verdure : and
these frequent showers cool the air, and
moderate the heat, which would other-
wise be intense. The heaviest rains fall
about November and December, when
they frequently continue twenty-four
hours. without intermission. -Dry seasons
seldom occur, ‘but instences have been
kiiown' when no rain has fallen for hear
five months. Although the days aie fre-
quently very hot, the nights are generally
cool and pleasant, a3 there are not fote
than ten nights in a year which can be
considered as oppressive; a' comfort not
experienced in any other part of India.

19
In speaking of the climate of this Is-
land, it i§ necessary particularly to notice
that experienced on Flagstaff-Hill, nearly
the highest on the Island: it is estimated
to be about 2500 feet above the level

of the sea. The best time for a residence

on the hill is during the dry séason, when
the plains are parched, dusty,and disa-
greeable; at this period; especially, the air
on the hill is clear, keen, and bracing, free
from damp and fog, which at other sea-
sons occasionally render a residence on
the hill unpleasant. The thermometer ne-
ver rises above 789, seldom more than 749,
and falls as low as 66°; while on the plain,
it ranges from 76° to 90°. The distance
from the town to the foot of the hills is
five miles; from thence to the Flag Staff,
three more; owing to the cireuitous rout it
is necessary to follow; a new road has
lately been made, broad and perfeetly
safe for horses and palanquins: a man on
B 2
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foot; with a load, comeés from the town in

little' more than three hours. On the hill

there is a Bungalow for the Lieutenant
~ Goveinor; and on one close to it, another

Bungalow, for the accommodation of cori-
valescents. An Européari. is always sta-
tioned on the hill, for the. purpose of giv-
-ing notice ‘of all vessels which approach
the Island. - The view from the hill is un-
commonly grand and extensive; the Lad-

- -das to the N.'W. and Pulo Dinding to the
‘ -Southwal‘d;'~ ‘each seventy “miles" distant,
aré perfectly visible in clear weather. =

~ In April, 1799, a shock of an earth.
- ‘quake-was felt, the only one’ ever known

till August, 1802 ; ‘when on the 25th, be-
tween one and two P. M. there was ano-

‘ther smart shock: it continued about a
‘minute and ‘a half, running from East to
West: no damage was done in either. i

at

| TORM AND SURFACE.

" The Tsland is an irregular four-sided
figure, computed to contain mearly "160"
square miles; the North side being the

‘longest, and the South the shortest. Much’

of the North, and nearly the whole of the”

‘“Fast and South sides, are in a state of

cultivation. On the West, there is a conw~

siderable Bay, but too 'much.“exposed;fv

o duriﬁg the. whole of the S. W. monsoon;
to render it convenient for ships tolay-

there. - Through the centre of the Island,

~from North. to South, is a range of lofty" |
- hills, which'decrease in magnitude as they’
- approach the Southward. On the East.

side, the »coun‘try” is:1n ggnexyal';ldw;‘é,'s:T it
is on the North, but rises gradually asi

‘you advance into the interior. The ut--
~most _extent of what may be considered
“level ground, from the sea to the moun<

-
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tains, is about four miles in a direct line.,f
this is to, be understood of what is already |
cleared. The great Western Bay will,

when cleared, certainly yicld as great,
if not g _greater. extent of level ground.
Seventy Malays have been recently sent

thither, for the purpose of :clearing; the.

woods, and planting Paddy, “Whenever.

- & small force can ‘be spared as a guard

against -the Pirates, who at:pr esent occa-
sionally infest, the. Bay, there is no doubt

~ but numbers of people. will settle there,

from whence -¢ommunications can easily.
be opened to the other parts of the Is-
land;  great ‘advantages .will arise to. the

‘Settlement; in. general, from this extensive

Past being brought into a state fit. for

‘Gultyva,tlork, which, natlun.g has hxtherta |

REEVented, bug the real danger attendmg

- fm waglertakmg.

A9
&S

o SO]?L

Tb@ SQlI 18 van@us, genejall.y hghit :
hlack mould, mixed with gravel,: clay,

and. in many; pasts sandy.  Fhe witole-

Island having been for ages covered with:
am immense, forest, there. was every where
a fine: vegetable ~mould, :formed: by the
decayed - leaves, as the ‘woods " were
cleared, and the suxface exposqd 1o the
weather; this, in a considerable degvee,’
disappeared, parucularly upon the point
-which is now. entirely sand. The form-

ibg of a garden is here attended- with

‘much: labour;: as the manure soon sinks:

 through; a fine 'soft grass . fortunately:
- GTOWS; which relieves. the eye; that other--

“wise would: suffer: from. the. strong light of!
the sun, ' This soil is. confined: entirely to

-the Pomtg, for, as you advance into the-

oountry, 1t becomes fit for every kmd Qf'
' B4 A
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cultwatmn. - Excellent Water is procured |
by sinking wells on the Point, notwith-
- standing'the soil is.composed of sand and

sea-shell. - One Well in particular suppli-

-ed nearly all the inhabitants with Water;

as ‘this was situated in the upper part of’

the Town, much inconvenience was. expe-;
rienced - by those Inhabitants who lived in"

the lower part to remedy which, the

‘ Lieutenant Governor- gave directions to-

sink a large Well in a central part of the

' Town. B om0

S GEORGE TOWN

GEORGE Town: is extens1ve, bounded

to the Narth and East by the sea; on the
South, by an inlet of the sea, 1mproper]y

called the. Prangin River; and on the |

West, by the  high- road - The Streets, -

~ Whlch ‘cross - each other at right angles, "
~are spaciousand airy ; but having been at . :
‘L first merely. lined out, without being el -
o ther raised or dlalned, they were frequent~

ly 'imp"assable after hard tain, and at all

times were. dlrty and filled with' stagnant' |

water. 'This serious 1nconvemence isnow
removed, as the prmcxpal Streets are pro-.
peﬂy ralsed and drained, and the remain-
der are  nOW finishing. - The- Town has
n consequence improved - ‘much in’ ap-] -
pearance and cleanliness, and it is reason-. |
able to suppose will also be more healthy..
Immediately in' front of Beach-Street, |
which extends along the whole of the Fast

side of the Town, there is a very extensive.

.mud bank, dry at low water, which was’

equally offensive to the sight and smell;
" this was divided into small lots, and di~
rected by the Lieutenant Governor to bei,;f'
sold by the Committee appointed to su-.
| periniend the making of the streets, upon- |

~ condition ‘of 'the”pur‘chasers ~enclosing

their. respective ' portmns by a stone wall,
, ﬁlhng up the interval, and bulldmg houaesv}'
there» Th1s redulatlon has consldela-g’ |
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bly diminished the former nuisance, and:
at the same time furnished funds for the:
making and draining the streets, - | These.
alteratmns commenced in January, 1801,
since when, the value of property has in~
creased  at least  twenty-five per ceat:

- Brick buildings are now.common, and. thg; “

‘Cajan Houses, of which Grorcr Towx

was originally - built, -« are dlsappequng

very fast. There .are not any Public

- Buildings in the Town; the following are,
 those more. immediately required: 'a

Church, for which there is reserved a very

fine spot of ground in, the upper part of

the Town; a Government House, Cﬁstomé

- House, Public Ofﬁcesx Caulrt-;House, Hos».

pxtal and Jail*,

~ * Since the.aboye was, written, the Lieutenant
Goyernor purchased a large strong airy. comuwion.
dious building for a, Jail, and made contragts,

for two Bunma,lows, one to serve for all the PUba
lic Offices, the othex for the Couxt of the .I udga

and Maglstratei

214

ROADS AND BRIDGES

The Pubhc Roads have recently under-
gone a’ thorough repair, and at the same

time were considerably widened; they

extend for many miles round the Town,
and will, by degrees, be carried through
all the ;c,ul‘tiva,t.ed parts of the Island. An
avenue of trees has lately been planted on
those immediately in the vicinity of
Grorer Town, which will bg cgntmued
by degrees over all of them, |

| In thé year ‘1800> the,re;‘ wereﬂnpthiyng»

| but ‘Wooden Bridges on the Island, which ‘,
‘were consta,ntly hable to, mjury, and fre~ )
'quently carried away: by the vilent and

1apid rising of the Rivers: there are now

four very subs,tantxdl bmck and mortar
‘Bridges cqmpleted and. another just coms
,xpcnced th& fqunda.tans are: compoaed'




ag.

of Stone. - These were constructed by the
Company s Artificers, and the ‘Bengal .

- Convicts, Who are also - employed  in

‘making ‘and repairing the Public Roads.
The Bricks used in the Bridges,
Public. Woxks,

-Convxcts

and other
Tppean Buckmakexq

MARK ETS

The ‘Markets ‘are  well -

su p“f)h'ed | Witflf".
Fish of various kinds, "

and ‘of excellent:

- quality, Poultry of all kinds, Pork, Grain

aof every description, and a great varlety of-

_ fine' Vegetables and Fruits. Beefand Veal

are not of a good quahty, Sheep are im= .
ported from Bengal and the Coast Goat"

Mutton can be proeured: from. the Malay .
Peninsula, and Sumatra

per’ age, the meat is. Very good. ‘Milk;

Butter, and- Bread, are very dear, the tWQ ,

| former not m 1 very great plenty

are entirely made - ‘by the-
under the Inspection of .an: Du- |

3 When of a pro-‘

NN e e
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THD FOR’I‘

On the North East angle of the Pomt

stands the Fort, which having been ex-

- trémely ill built originally, is now falling

to pieces. <Large sums. of money have
bees thrown away upon it, without its.ever
being finished. On the West face there

$ NO
never has been any Rampart; there i

Parapet except on. the Four Bastions at
the Angles: a few rounds from the guns

" pow mounted, would soon crumble the
“walls to dust; the dltch is narrow and |
fordable in every part The Fort. 1snot A
~only’ mécapable of defenc‘e,;fro:n.l',,ilts.*;sxg:e&

" aﬁd’ construction; but from its. sltjua,tlor?::;

| "t\\’?o or three 74 gun’ ships could a,ncho’r-’
| within - pistol-shot, and from their topsw
drive away the men from their guns :No

Fort of any strength.can be erected. on
the site of ‘the present one, mthoutde-




straying one half of the Town, in order to o
form any thing like a Glacis. Whenever ~
the subject of Fortifications for the Island

shall be taken into considération, it is Pre-
sitmeéd; a totally different mode from the

ipresent ene must bé adopted.  In' the

Fort are barfacks for the European Ar-
tillery, the Arsenal, Magazine; and Milie

tary. Stote-houses, alt of which ate upon

a very small and idddequate scalé;  the
Magayzine in particular is both tooe coh-
“fined, ahd too much exposed.

FE

The Sea, for sorfie . tine: past, has béen
“making very alarining encroachments on . -
~ the North face of the Fort, and along the |
Esplatiade, and fdr upwards of a mile in

¢that direction. The best mode of pres

~ wenting its further progress appear¥ to be,
by threwing out Stere, Picts, at regulat

THE SEA -

31

ﬁmtances, and ‘¢connécting them about the
¢entre, by a wall of safficient strength to
fesist the surf, and enable the sand to acs
cumulate. This will certainly be a work
of gteat labour, and some expence; but

this, or sotne other modeé of stopping this |

alarmmg ‘encroachment, is become indiss

pensably requisite; to prevent the Towi

 from being in time washed away.

| THE HARBOUR.

" The Harbour i formed by the narrow

dtrait which ‘divides the North side of the

fsland from ‘the Queddah shore. It is
véry capacious, and évery where-affords

‘g‘éb*d' éneﬁéragé- for fthe:rargest‘shi'p‘s«é: At

........

to the North Westg where it is enui’ely
open to the sea, which would certamly" |
f6ll in Fith great violence, weré it-hot N
ﬁrfeirent:ea by ah. extensxve flat at the. e




"

trance of the Harbour: this flat e“}s:teﬁ&fe;z

from the Queddah shore to the Island and ‘

is nearly two miles in. breadth but upon
which, there is never less than four fa-
thoms at low-water spring.tides; thus the
Harbour may be considered as a spaci-
~ous baso‘n‘, capable of containing the larg-
est fleets with pelfect ease and safety :
“the principal entrance is from the North
West. There is also a very fine Channel
- to the Southward with sufficient water
 for a 74-gun shlp, and throuﬂh which
many of the large China ships have sailed.

This Channe_'l_,'which was first dieco\fe;:efi; |
by Sir Home Popham; is of the greatest
~ importance to the. trade of the Island,

To the above advantaoes, is to be added

. .the very unportant one of its easy access |
~ at all seasons of .the,_yea,r- # it ¥

Every 0nE acquamted Wlth the Bay of
, Bengal lmows the tempestuous Weather

B 58 .
which prevails there ,.durihg__ the S.. W.

monsoon, the season of active naval ope=

rations. A ship disabled, either in action,

. orby bad weather, could not fetch Trinco- - .

malie, and could not venture to go into

" Balasore Roads: whereas she could, with
great ease, feteh Princr or Wazes Is-

»LAN]V),‘ from any part of the Coast, or the
head of the Bay, in twelve or fourteen

4days, and need not fear entering the
Harbour 1n a d_1sabled _state, as there
~ are neither open nor conceale,dv-danrgere.-‘
~ In August, 1797, when the Manilla ex-
- pedition sailed from Bengal, in a heavy
" gale of wind, the, Heroine Frigate: struck

on a sand, on leaving the River, and

~lost her rudder.. Notw1thstand1ng she

was in thlS crxppled state, she armved
before the fleet, though . they had a

- good passage of fourteen days. The
- passage from PriNcE oF WALES ISLAND,’
~ to the Coast or Bengal, is certain at all
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seasons, thereby possessmg a decided and

great supenonty, as a naval port over

- Bombay.

INNER HARBO U R

Notmthstandmg the excellence of the

Ha»rbour now described, this place could

never be expected to become a Naval
" Port, if it did not possess the advantage .
" of an excel‘lgeﬂtlﬁner ‘Harbour, formed by
the Eastern end of this Island, and the Is-

land Jerajah. Here ships may receive

- every kind of repair that can be performed,
- without gﬁo'ingin‘t‘o Dock. ‘

PULO J FRAJAH

The North end of Pulo Jeraja;h, is
| abput five miles from the Point; is three
 long, and extends neatly to the South end

‘ - so'well calculated for this purpose.

35

, of ‘the VISI"an(i.f It is hally, ,<>:"ovefed"W'1th"

fine Timber, and abounding with small-
streams of excellent Water. 'There-area .

number of spots, on” which' the different

~ Buildings required for a Marine Arsenal,
‘could easily ‘be erected.  Careening
“Wharfs can be constructed with the ut-

most facility,* there being five fathom.

water close to the rocks: Itis capable of

being defended against ‘any force.  Pulo
Jerajah is extremely well adapted for a
Naval Hospital, as the situation is high,
open, - and health Yo “There are two en-

 trances to the Inner Harbour: one from
the Northwa,td, ‘threughff a narrOW a'nd“{ o

* o As there isin thxq Haxbom Sizor Seven  feet. water
close to the Rocks, it is peculcarly well adapted Sor
heaving down wharfs.” - Capt. Macalister’s Account af"
Prince of Wales Island. Page 29. B

It would be peculiarly ill adapted for constxuctmg‘
Careening Wharfs were there only Six or Seven feet.

" Waters the fact i is, thele are Five Faﬁwms closetothe

Rocks, and it is this depth of VVater, whxch rendels it

c 2
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intricate ehannel, seldom used by large
ships; the other is by the common South-"
‘ern channel, from whence ships can; if-
~necessary, be easily warped. into the Inner:

- Harbour. It was the decided opinion of |
many intelligent professional men, that
- Docks could be constructedrher.e;.capabl"e_\ '
of receiving any Frigate, but they enter--
tained a doubt of the practicability of
* making them large enough to admit line
of 'B_attle;Ships. 'To determine this point,

is certainly a matter of great importance,

- and it would, therefore, be desirable to
‘have a person duly qualified, sent to the
Island in order to examine it, and report
its capablhty in respect to the purposes
~ above mentroned The T1de nses nearly, "
~ nine feet. " e :

s Skt S e S S e
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" TIMBER.

A great variety of Timber, fit for every
purpose of Ship Building, is found on-
Prixce or ‘Wares Istaxnp, the ‘neigh-

bouring Shores, and Islands, belonging to

- the Honourable Company. PRI.NC‘ETVLL)F
- Wares IsLAND possesses one very im-
portant advantage over every other place

in India, in our possession, being able to

furnish Masts of any dimensions. In the
'( course of the late War, 74 gun Shlpb were
provided .W1th lower masts of one piece.
On Pulo Dinding, seventy miles to the
_Southward, crooked txmber of any size
can. be procured | |

| A shlp of 800 tons burthen, was latelyr
- launched there, built by Captam John
-'Llhot ‘of ‘Timber either - found' on” ‘the
. Island or on the opp(mte shore, the keel_

03
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is formed of"one piece, and measures One
Hundred and Ten Feet.*

* ¢« Though the Marine yard at Prince of Weales

¢ Island may be said to be still in its Infancy, yet Ships
“ of twelve hundred Tons have been built there, many
¢ hove down, sheathed, and coppered, -and repairs of

s every kind executed with promptitude and complete '

“. satisfactioxif.?’t Captaih‘ %Ma(:alister’s' : Aécoxint,fi &c.
Page 35, ’ :
"In a Work dedicated to the Coult of Dlrectors (the

* merits of which is not here intended to enter upon, fur- .

ther than ‘to observe that near nine-tenths of it; is a

 Copy verbatim from Colonel Kyd’s Report) and pub-‘ -

‘lished at a moment, when they were about to establish
a Naval Port at Prince of Wales Island, any observa-

tion, which may be supposed to have influenced in-the -

slightest degree their opinion, by shewing what had
already been done in regard to Building Ships of large
dimensions, becomes of great. 1mportance. 1t is here

said tlnt < Ships q)‘ Twelve Hundred Tons have: been :

Built, on the Island.”  This places the exertions of
the- Merchants and the Resources of the Island; in a
very conspicuous point of view, and merely wants con-.
- firmation to render it an unanswerable argument. - Can
¢t however be. ascertained when, or by whom, One Ship

of . Twelve Handrcd Tons was Built on the Island? |

Or even if another Slzzp of the same dlmensxons as

_ Captain Elliott’s, was ever constructed there? . “The.

.Answer must be in the Negatwe. TR
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~'The leloif{rihg is a list of the names and
gualities of some of the different sorts of
Timber found: on' PMNCE oF Wares
ISLANB‘ viZ,

'Madong»,' 1st sort.——Planks and Beams

* i for Ships and Houses, durable.

Ditto, 2nd ditto——Ditto.  Ditto.

S

e

de

;;Di‘t‘to, ;3d.~‘di‘tto; - Plank: for - sheathing‘

'-,Slgaips,,and' Floors for Houses.

Penagra,  1st sort.——For Ships, Frames
~and Blocks, different sxzes, crooked

durable.
| ’Ditfé,: Jznd~:jditto5“'!"?“-f - Ditto,?f crvof,okéd,. ¥
q‘*% o P éone- Red— Yards and Topmasts,
] | grﬁat length '
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- Ditto.. Grey.——Ditto. - ditto. ditto.

Mangrove. . Red.~——Posts for Houses.
Beams 30 to 50 feet Iong, very
durab]e I

‘ Mangrove thte ----Not so durable as
the Red

’,der}zerlaut‘ lst sort .——Keels for Shipﬁs‘, |

-and  Beams for  Houses; great
| Iength and size; durable.

. -Diftosfa?nd"_Sort.———Dit~to,  Ditto.

| Bingtdng:.01'e. The best  wood for
.. Masts, of which H. M. S. S_,uﬁ'olk’s

_Jower  Masts were made each of

| RedWood—-—-Proper for Furniture,

T L e
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Murboo——The best wood to the East-

- ward for Ships gnd. Houses.

CayooBatoo, or Stone Wood —-—-Beamsor
; Houses, durable 1 NIRRTy

Chzngal thte. Beams for Shlps. |

| -Lampoon. thte.———Lathlng for Houses.

!

thto Yellow -——-Floormg for dltto. |

~The Teak Tree has been planted in the |

" Island, and thrives remakably well, but it .

will never be worth While to make large
plantations of it, as amidst such a variety

" and abundance - of useful Trees, above
: enumerated it could only be consxdered'

m an ornamental hght.
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WATER.

There ‘are few places, 1f any, ‘more

' abundantly supplied with Water  than
- Privce or Wares Istanp; - numerous

Streams of the finest Water ﬁowmo from
the hills in every direction.. Three or
four of these Streams, after tlaversmg a

great space, unite and form the Penang

- River, which is the most considerable in

the Island, agd discharges itself into the
Sea, about a,mile.,;to the .Southward of
thg Town, = All Ships are supplied with

| Water from this River; but many incon-
veniencies, and much delay, unavsidably

arise from this circumstance ; the boats |

- employed to bring Water, being obliged:
~to go.into the River at flood Tide, and
- wait till half ebb. before they can begin

to fill the W ater they must then remdm
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for the flood to carry them out, when they

are frequently obliged to continue at an-

chor till the ebb ‘makes; not being able’

to stem the flood. As the men erﬁploye’d

in the Water Boats are very careless, fre~ -

quent complaints are made of the quality
of the Water, . owing to the Casks being

- filled too soon. . To remedy these serious

‘inconveniencies; to.expedite the departure

of Ships (particularly Men of War, who

‘are often pressed for time) and to add, in
~ some degree, to the Revenue, by taking

the watering of Ships entirely into the
hands of Government, it is proposed to

- bring one-of the small Streams down to
- theTown, either by Pipes,or an Z_Xquec‘l_lil’ct,t

‘to form a large Reservoir, near the present
Hospital; and from thence, convey the
Water, by Pipes, to a Pier Head, where
the Boats may come and have their Casks
filled, without trouble or d‘elay;;’the Town

-~ could also easily be furnished with Water,
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if required, by Pipes from the Reservoifs
The advantages which would be procured

by bringing one of the Streams down to
the Town, are too obvious to need being
insisted on: whatever expence might occur '
by - constructing. the necessary Works,
would soon be repaid by the Shipping ;.

and the ease with which they would then
be supplied  with this ‘essential article,
would induce many Commanders to take

’ Jn Water, Who otherwise Would not do 50.

INHABITANTS

From the appearance of many places‘
~in the interior of the Island, and the num- "

ber of Tombs Whlch were: dlscovered SOOTE.

after the Settlement was formed, the tradis -

~ tion of its being formerly inhabited, seems:

entitled to credit.. It is asserted, that

~ there were once .near Three Thousand

“People resident on. it, who chiefly subs

e ot A T g
e 2

sisted by Piraey,'- but in consequence of

their violent condue‘t_r,v they were expelled
by one of the former Kings of Queddah.
However this may be, it-is certain there.

were only a few miserable Fishermen on

the Island when it' was taken possession.:of
by the Bengal Government ~Its present

Inhabitants = are composed. of varrous-

Natiens ; amongst whom are counted, the

British, Dutch, Portuguese, Armenians,
Arabs, Parsees,  Chinese, Chooliahs, Ma-~

lays, Buggesses, Burmahs, Siamise, Ja--

.T.here 15 Ilof,ﬂ ;.pl,‘ob,ablyi," any " part;f_of |
the world, where, in so small a space,

s0 many different people are, assembled

together, or so- great a. vauety of lan-

guagesspoken .Passing over some of the

above enumerated classes. of. Inhabltants,‘-“

it ‘may be necessary to say a few Words: ~

of the remamder. R
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'The Chinese form “one of 'the most
numerous and useful classes of the Tn-
habitants, they may be estimated to
amount to between 5 and 6000. “"‘T'h{e?:' :
Better sort of them possess valuable
- Estates, ;,~.-in*I;an’ds“and* Houses; and were
the first Planters of Pepper. The lower

“order exercise the ~different trades of

-€arpenters, Smiths, Shoemakers, &e. &e .

they are Labourers and Fishermen, and

supply the .Markets ~with all sorts of -
| Végetable’s;“The" ‘wages they receive are .
- eertainly very high, but they are laborious’
good Workmen ; and asthej%fafé? expensive .
i ;_thei;rﬁ' mode of living, the greatesf part

‘of the money they receive is spent on the

Istand. Every Chinaman makes it an

~invariable rule to send a certain portion:

‘of his earnings annually to his Friends

417

and relations in China; these people- are

addicted to Gaming and smoaking Opium,
and are immoderately fond of seeing Plays

~ acted, after the manner of their country;

though the audiences, on these occasions,

~ are extremely numerous, the utmost order,
silence, and regularity is observed. - Their

Plays frequently require two or three days

- for the representation, and embrace a
periodof many years, These Performances

are’ very noisy, the termination of each

_ Scene and Act being marked by the firing |
. of numerous Crackers; and the sounds of

their music, themost discordant. Toevery

| _ peré‘onf but themselves, these Plays, after -

half an hour, become ‘tiresome in the

| g‘refatgsﬁ degree.  During »“the’ifr->,;Holida,ys;,‘ |

which continue a month, no consideration

. will induce a Chinaman to work; in this
. period, the s@vin gs of a year are frequently
dissipated in a few hours. They are, in

general, a quiet industrious People, and




have proved a most valuable acquisition
to this Settlement ; indeed, without them,
it would have little or no. cultivation.

They are great speculators, to Which;sp_iri‘t_s

many have fallen a victim; others have
been utterly ruined, by the usurious praé-
tices' of some Europeans, .who, taking
advantage of their ignoranee, induced
‘them to sign Bonds, the meaning of Wh1ch

,they could not- understand ‘Hence, in

~ too many instances; they were only made

- sensible of}’ their folly, by being driven

from their Houses and Lands, (which last

they had been induced to cultivate by i
the specious advantages held forthto them) ,
by finding, but too late, that the fruits of -

their industry and labour were become

the property ¢ of another, while their lees,;
Children, and themselves, were once more.

to seck for a Habitation. .~
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CHo"o‘LIAst;

The Choohahs come from the Coast
of Coromondel ; many of them are- Mer-"

chants, fixed Inhabitants, and possess

Properl y to a very large amount; ’che

» greatest portlon,however, of the Choohahs, 4

reside ‘on the Island only ' for a feW‘ .
“months; when havmg dlsposed of thelr |
Goods, and purchaseda fresh Largo, they s

return to the Coast: The Coohes and’
Boatmen, are Chooliahs; these two de- B

scriptions of People remain, One, Two, or

Three Years, according to circumstances,

~ and then return to theé Coast. 'The‘Ch0‘0~ '

liahsi‘are ‘dispersed over all the Malay”

'}Penmsula and are entrusted by the differ-.

ent. RaJahs Wlth the chlef management of

‘theu' aﬁan‘s, they are a qmet useful

e ST




M AL AYS

The proportion of Malay Inhabltants
iy fortunately very. small, they are an mdo-
‘lent, vindictive, and treacherous People,
- and generally speaking, seem fit for httle
“else but cuttmg down Txees, at Whlch

they are very expert They are mcapable |

of any labour beyond the cultivation of

| ‘Quantity of Rice, and some Opium, no

“inducement, so long as those articles last,
s suﬁimently powerful to make them do
- any Work But. though 50, rtude and un-

cwﬂlzed a race, some of .them are most

excellent Goldsmlths, and- Work 1R I‘ﬂla-f‘

gree, m a velzy beautrful manner. EG '\

When ‘they - procure a small

| BUG GESSES.

~.The Buggesses come from Borneo, and

| he Celebes; though commonly cons1dered
as Malays, their Language is  perfectly
~ distinct, and indeed, in every particular,
they appear a different. People; they are
~Bold, Independent, and Enterprising;
make good. Soldlers, and if treated with
| kmdness, are attached and faithful. They |
have a small Town on the Penang River;
 their numbers have lately increased ; many
o of then' Prows come here annually, and
~ exchange their Gold Dust and Cloths, for
e Ixon, Oplum, &c.

BUR\IAHS

The Burmahs are. not numerous they,‘
o hve in a small Town. by themselves, and -
. subsxst clneﬂy by ﬁshmg | "

D2
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PARSEES.

~ The Parsees come from ‘Bombay and -
Surat ; some of the higher sort: ‘are great ;
Merchants,  the flow’ef order are chiefly B
Shlpwrlghts, and are esteemed excellent -
Workmen. They are a remarkable quiet
well-behaved People; it is much to be
_' wished that'their numbers were augment- -
Jed “which will certainly be the" case, 1f "
the Shlppmg of this Port increases. =

© The a‘bovexenumerated ‘are the principal |

classes of ‘our Inhabitants ‘Who‘ are not

‘ ‘Chrrstlans the remamder are. composed L
’ Qf Bengalees, Achenese, Javanese, &c &c, '

o In the year 1797, an aceount was te,ken‘ﬁ
- of'the Inhabltants, then- resident on the .
. Tsland, exclusive of I}uropeans and* the |

* Garisan, when the number was found

s |
"t'o_'be Six Thousand Nine Hundred and
Thirty Seven, (6937). Inthe year 1801-2,
~ the Lleutenant Governor 01dered another

* account to be taken, by Whlch it appeared

that there were 723-.Persons who posses-
sed Landed' Property, and whose ‘Wives,
Children, Relations;-" Triends, Servants,

- and Slaves, amOunted to 9587, of which .

number, 1222 only, were - Slaves;' the

o total-arnonntfs’ to 10,310. But this enu-

- meration of the Inhabitants, though made .
o with every degree of care and attention,
| cannot on account of the difficulties
. opposed to such an operation, by the
: pecuhar hablts of the People, be consi-

- dered as posxtlvely accurate. It being

certam, however, that the error does not '

lie in havmg over-lated the Inhab1tants,,
 we may safely’ venture to" estlmate the- r
",Populatlon of the Island at 12 OOO every |
‘. - Person meluded alarger Populatmn than
| .';vhas perhaps been known in. any Settle- -
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ment m SO short a perlod from- 1ts founv‘ |

datlon. ,

LN

PRODUCTIONS

PRINCE oF WALEs ISLAND produces

, ﬁevery‘fthmg which is common to the neigh~

bouring Countries, and many things which

are only found ata great distance ; among

-the former are, Pepper, Beetle-nut, Beetle-

leaf, Cocoa-nut, Coffee, Sugar, Cotton,

: Paddy, Gmo*er, Yams, Sweet Potatoes a

# The Inbabltants of PRI\ CE OF VVALI:S ISLAND
« for the lime it has been settled are very numerous. By
¢ the last Computation Men, Women, and Children,

« were reckoned at 30,000, Of these Twelve Thousand
-« are Chmese”.' Captam Macahst;ers Account, &e.
j_PageQQ“ . i - . g g £ :

. At what period, by whose. order, or. by Whom “ tke

S« Zast Computatwn above mentioned” was made, will,

it'is presumed, be extremely difficult to’ ascertain;
unless indeed it has Reference to a vague loose Report
made in the Year 1703, to the Supreme Government,

when it was supposed the Settlement would be w:th. ’

drawn. .
It is sufficient ,merely, to point out the extreme inac-

it's Authority, of no Consequence,

curacy of this Enumeration of the Iuhabltants, to render :
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i great variety of Vegetables y and many

dlﬂ'erent sorts of Fruits, as the Mangos-

teen, Rambosteen, Pme Apple, Guava, ‘

Qrange, Cl}tron, Eomegranate, &c.”_&c.. S

l The exotics are the‘ 'Clove,' Nutmegy,

\ Cmnamon leento, Kyapootee, Colalava,

and a number of other Plants from the
Molluccas and Eastern Isles, which. have

- been mtroduced within these few years,
- and thrive i in the most luxuriant manner.
The Gamootee, of whmh the Black Con‘

Rope is made, 1 is a native .of the Island.«

~

By an account of the Cultivation of the
Island, ,taken in 1801,; it appears there :

were,

‘ Peppeeres, under Three Years

. Old-- == - - 733349:
x Dltto Dltto, from Three to Slx | A
i X@@r?r and upwards - - 588, 230_ |
f S R 1,316,,‘,579,;
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. Beetlomut Trees - - - -

_Cocoa-nut ditto = = - - -

;MINES.

There are Tin. Mmes on the Island but
Vthey have never been worked, as this artrcle :
can always be procured cheaper from the

.. - different ceuntrres..ln the vicinity of the
- Island, .than .it could be obtained were

b | “the Mines worked at the expence and risk

of Government.

| ofan excellent quality. .o

N e e < e

_The country of Queddah on: which™ -
trPRINCE OF WALES ISLAND formerly de- o
pended is srtuated on the North Srde of R

- 342,110
" 82,306

| A ’sma_ll‘,qnantity» qfithe o
‘Ore has been annalized, and found to be
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‘the Stralt whlch divides- the Island from
‘the Continent, and- formo one side of the
Har bour, of which we consequenﬂy could

~ never be said ‘to have ‘had possession.

~ The dlsadvantage of sirch & position, had
‘ ‘already m some’ degree been experrenced
~and mlght ata future per1od be still more

seriously “felt.

extent of the Island, was on many accounts

._ ’V:el‘y‘,dCSi‘I’eable,an‘d mlght be CODSldered ,‘

in some measure, as indispensably requi-

. B Site to the future security of the Settlement.
" Independant, however, of the expediency
of obt.aininggintire. possession of the Har- |
. bour, there were other ‘considerations
- which rendered the acqulsrtron valuable
and important.’ s e

B ,The;ToWu; ,,of Prya,sisgsituate;dn.aﬁbputf two

| "To obtain’ possession,
- - therefore, of a Tract ‘of Land on the Con- 1
_tinent that  should embrace the whole
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~ Miles from Grorcr Towx, at the mouth

of a River of the same name’ ~this place

had. always been a receptacle for Vagrants |

of every description, who came over in the

- night to Rob and Plunder, and were safe
in their retreat, before they conld possibly
be apprehended. It was at this place,
the Force assembled, for the attack of the,

Island, in the year 1791; at which time,

~ the King' of Queddah formed the design
of building a Fort there. ' It had since

- been frequentlyreported to-be still his -
“intention to bring this object‘into ‘effect,

- and it was in his power to do so whenever

he pleased ‘though it is not to be  sup-

-posed he could ever have erected any
) work which would .n_ot -easily have been
taken: Still, however, having a . Fort
: Within, so short a'distanee of our Settle~ -

ment ‘must, in many respects, have proved :

dxsadvantageous to us.
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’This tract of COuhtry\ had also been the

~ means of” dnmmshmg the - value of -our
Opium; and. Arrack Farms, by Whlch the -

' Revenue sustained a greatloss ;.considera-.

ble. quantities of Opium, for smoaking,
being: prepared there, which, with Arrack
made on the 'spot, were smuggled over..
There was  also- another very important
‘consideration, which shewed the necessity
of acquiring some territory on the Conti-

~_nent; our supplies of Rice had hitherto

been imported from Queddah, it was

therefore in the power of the King, at any
: ti,rhe,* to prevent the Exportation, which,
if only delayed a few weeks, would reduce

the Settlement to the utmost distress : any A
' internal ' commotion, ‘in- the country, a
| ‘scarcity, or the: capnce of a Malay, would. |
i pmve equally fatal to us. By acquiring.
a tract of -Land on:the: Continent, we.

- should be put in‘complete possession. of

‘the Harbour, and thereby for ever prec]ude
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~all other powers from settling there; the

nest of Pu'ates, ‘Vagrants, and Smugglers,
~at Prya; would be rooted - out; our, ‘

Revenue ‘would be 1mproved ‘and we
should have the satisfaction of knowmfr
that in a short time we ‘might reasonably
expect to: be independant of all ‘countries
for our supplies of Rice; ‘besides havmg
~ a sufficient quantity of : -Grazing Ground
for rearing Cattle. - No'considerable sup-

~ Ply of either Paddy or Cattle, can ever
be - expected from the Island; as the .
value of Land is so hi gh,k,l;and» the price of

“labour so great, that no man will ever
appropudte any part of his land to Pasture
S Paddy Fields, which can ‘possibly be
‘turned to any other purpose of .a ‘more
. profitable - nature ; - very:little- Paddy 18

consequently -cultivated, and no: Cattle

~ reared . on the Island.

merely for the use of Slaves, who perform

B the Iabour

“The " former is
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. These considerations induced the Lieu~ N
tenant Governor, soon ,afferihis,ar*rivalﬁiu‘ .
- April 11800, to endeavour to acquire the
Cession of a Tract of Land on the Con- -

tinent, ‘from the I&mg of Queddah. Thls, :
after much trouble was fortunately accom-
plished, in the month of June: following,
when a District, Emhteen Mﬂes in length,
and Three in breadth ‘was - ceded to th&

Honourable .-Company in perpetuity. At |
the same time a new: Treaty j»,W‘aS% formed.
- with the King on the basis of the old one:
by which it had been stipulated that he
‘should receive Six Thousand Dollars an-
\n/uall-y, ‘exclusive -of -an additional Four
' Thousand, :sub’seql‘iénﬂy authorized to be-
paid to him by the Su prcmé Government.
‘In the present Treaty, it-was agreed that:
- the @nnualr Payment should be T en Thou-
sand Dollars; the same sum that in fact “
‘had been paid since the year 1791, butina . l |

lessobjectionable form; the other principal

B s P N R R R




= articles of the Treaty, (which was in due
~time ratified by the Supreme Government)

consisted in the cession in perpetuity of

‘the Island, and the above district; :the
‘exclusion of all other European Powers,,
as Settlers from the Queddah Dominions;

the - free importation of  all kinds of pro- |

visions; ‘and the mutual delivery of “all
o Mourderers "an&‘s.lav’es; S

" The immediate advantages arising from |
~ the acquisition were, the obtaining of the
- entire command of the Harbour, which
. before we never possessed;. the reducing
~of ‘the People of Prya into some degree
~of order; and a conmderable increase in
v ‘the value of the Opium, -and . Arrack
" Farms. A number of people have already
' settled on the opposite shore, in the ceded
- District, and - begun: the  cultivation. ,Qf .
" Paddy; more are daily resorting thither. -
It may therefore be reasonably hoped,
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that all the beneficial consequences, ex~ -
o pected to arise from this acquisition, will,

at no distant period, be ampl y_~ felt. .

LAWS

_ The total Want of an eﬁiment code of ,
C1V1l and Criminal Laws, has long. been
- severely felt at this. Settlement. In ‘the

great variety of people who compose. its

Population, 1t must be supposed, that

numbers will readily embrace the oppor-

. tunity . here unfortunately presented to

them, of practising the most nefarious acts,

~when they are sensible no power exists to
_coerce or restrain them. . This observation -
vu::apphes partlcularly to all those Who are.

not included under the  general, but

‘indefinite ‘expression’ of Natives, as no
- European can be 1mpr1soned for. debt nor-
~even sued for it ; Whlle on the othe1 hand, -

R R R o LR T TR R A

: he has the power of recovermg any. money S
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,;vvhich"‘~",:,-may,. z f’béi “due to him- from any
Natne : i'th'atl s, every ‘man-who is not
considered as an Furopean; and the con+
sequences’ ﬁatUrally,\ to- be expected from |
such a state of things, have been but too :
often exp’evrienced.‘ No} d‘iﬁ’jiculty'_ has

 present. defective Regulations, every dis-
p\iﬁez of a civil ~nature; wherein Natives
~only were' concernedi,ftor"W'here they were
| only ~‘»'Defend:allts 3 ~.Ibutr:fthen_'»_~ there-is no -
. redress for them against the many usurious

and shameful practises which some Eu« \

ropeans are but too ready to employ ; ot

ean one European recover against another
in the Court established here; even upon -
the clearest and most undisputed plea. = '

~ The want of a Criminal Code has been
also a serious evil to the ‘Community at:
~ large; many persons are now, and have

‘heen for a long time confined in Jail,

e

ever ‘occurred “in settling, ‘even by the

tﬂ.__ﬂw,‘ SRR e T R e L e el
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charged with Capital’}Crimes,valv'vi’t}iput the
means of bringing them'to Trial.  Most
of these above alluded to, are ‘confined for
‘murder, and a very large majority of them;'
| upon’ their own confession ;> and the rest -

‘have been confined upon such strong’
presumptive evidence, as rendered ‘it |
impossible to liberate them ; and enormi~
‘ties have . been repeatedly = committed -

~which are too shocking to mention ; and’
there is too much reason to fear ‘that
thesewill frequently be renewed, unless

~due means are provided for the punish~’

‘ment of such crimes in the manner they
deserve;: and - that as - soon afteri’theif =
commission as a due atteni:ion{t,o‘ Justice

will adm1t et

- Imprisonment. for any length of time,

- however dreadful the idea 'is' to ‘an

- European, is by no means considered by

- the-Natives of Asia in general, in the

!
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same’ hg'ht and least of all perhaps by a- j

Malay, who, while he is fed, and permit-

“ted to sleep undisturbed, cares very little’
for the loss of his hberty Most of the

X Murderers are Malays

- 'The Lieutenant 'G‘O‘Vernor was ordered.

in his Instructions, to frame a Code of

‘Laws for the future Government of the, -
Island; He accordingly - transmitted ‘a |
draft of some Regulations, for the better

administrati(mbf Justice in Civil Causes,

and in Criminal ones, where compensation

- could 'be made by damages. The subject"

of Crlmmal ‘Law : relating to  Capital

: ‘Oﬁ'ences,uwas not entered upon. "The: -
- great and il_ilportant political events, and =

“the ‘variety of  pressing business which

constantly ‘occupy the attention ~of the
Supreme Government, have hitherto pré-'
‘vented these Regulations from  being
~ promulgated. ' The Code was drawn up
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with every jpoésible' degree of "care and

) i attention, and with the most anxious soh-‘ '

citude, to offer a remedy for ‘the many
evﬂs which now exxst R

~ In making Regulations for the interior
Government of PrINCE of WaLgs Iss

'LAND, thé most particular attention
~should be paid to its situation; to the

People Wﬁo compose its population ; their

~ Habits, Manners, Customs, and Preju-
~ dices, should be econsulted; every thing
- whicl relates to their Religious Ceremo-
. nies; domestic disp‘utes, and recovery of

debts among each other to a certain
amount, ought to be left to themselves,

- but under fixed and well deﬁned Rules
“and Regulations, which should be made
- as public as possible, to p,re‘,ve,ntv a devia- -
“tion from. them. - The great division of

the Natives, as at present, should each

~ havea Captam, who becomes more imme-




dxateiy responsible for their conduct the:
beneﬁc1a1 effects of suchan Estabhshment |

are. too well known to requne to be par-w} ,

ticularly enumerated

~Various reasons could be adduced to
point out the absolute necessity of placing
“the entire management of the Police,

-under. the immediate care: and directions. -

of the Lieutenant Governor: nor should
the Judge and Magistrate have‘any thing
‘to do with 1t except merely as a Justice
of the Peace; if a contrary system 18

adopted, the utmost confusmn, and most.
 disagreeable consequences, will 1nev1tably |

‘ensue-:;;;;.n," iw

_ CHURCH.

 There never has been eithera Clergy-
man - or Church ‘at PRINCE or WALES

ISLAND. It is not necessary to  dwell
“upon the many serious evils thch must
‘paturally result from this cause.

REVENUE

The first Revenue ralsed on this Island

Was ‘in the year: 1789-90 it was, of course,

very trifling, and arose from- the Farms of .

‘Opium, Arrack, and Gamlng, which were
 the ‘only sources of Revenue, with the' |

exception of a small Tax on ~Shops, to
defray part of the expence of the Police,
till the year 1800, when Two Additional -

‘Farms were created, viz. the Tobacco and

Beetle-leaf, and Attaps Farms ~In thei‘

a year 1801-2, a Duty of Two | per Lent on

E3
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the Importation of Tin, Pepper, and

~ Beetle-nut, was laid on. This Duty was
farmed for One Year, at the expirdtion of

which, it was discontinued, as it was sup-

posed, to give the Farmer an undye influ-

~ ence in the Market, to the prejudice of

other Merchants; in its place was substi-
tuted an Export Duty, which was also

extended \t'o‘.*ot’he’r articles, and in order to |

remedy ~an inconvenience which was
found to arise ﬁ'our‘n'levyihg the Duties ad
~ valorem, fixed Rates were established up‘ori_
each Article subject to the Expart Duty.
 'With a view, at the same time, to render
 the levying of the Duty as little trouble-
some, ,as,\pgssiblesto the Merchants, it was

- settled, that each might Ship off Goods,

ufnyde_r" certain Rules,,g from his an\Wharf..

‘ On tlus Island Export Dutles are cer-
) talnly much less liable to obJectlon, ‘than

~ Import Duties, as all Imports are madein
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- small quantltles, and almost every day ir

the ' year, ‘whereas Exports: are always in.

R -large quantities,. and generdlly speakm

at particular seasons. .

~ As it will, no doubt, be found. necessziryﬁ
to: extend the Customs: to every Article

of ExpOrt it appears advxsable, that they

should - be  managed " by Government,
through a regular Custom House. By
this: mode, the -amount collected, after

~ defraying all charges of collection, wilk
probably not be so great, as if the- whole

Customs were farmed; but owthe other
hand, all complamts of mdxvxdual influ-

ence will be removed; a more accurate

: account of the Trade be: obtamed than

possﬂoly can be expected from. the returns
‘a Renter of the Farm will give in; all

| speculatlon in: the purchase of the Falm

Wlll be removed and the Merchants will

| never expeuence that troublesome ancl*

'E4a
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vexatious interference,. to which :a ra,sh*

specu]ator mlght feel h1mse]f forced to
resort ’ ' ‘

" The Expence of the Is]and has not yet'

been very great; but as neither the Civil,

(in which is included the Church and Law ‘
Establishments) nor ‘Military Estabhsh-»

~ ments, can be considered as complete, an
increase in the. expendlture will, of course,

‘become necessary. . - The Revenue ' now

yielded by the Island, all circumstances

- considered, is certainly much greater than
~could have been expected in so short a
. period; but- large as it is, it by no means
- defrays the expence of the preSent Estag

,blish‘ment ~and . though there is every .

‘Treason to hope that the dlﬁerent Farms

will i mcrease in value, Wlth the Populatlon ;

of the. Island, we must not expect that the

| Recelpts arising from the Farms and Cus-
: ’__ktoms, Wlll ever meet the Expendlturer i

13

There are, however, othm sources from

- whence . a consxdemble Revenue may be -

derived. The Sale of Marine Stores will -

“always be a certain branch:of Revenue, if

‘confined exclusively to the Honourable

Company. This is also necessary for the -

purpose of preventing a competition, and

_otherwise gjwhat{ishould»‘ prove a source of
‘Revenue to the Government, and. an

advantage to the community at large, will
be confined entirely to thelatter. The
,certamty of - being amply- supplied with
Marine Stores, and at fixed Prices, would

- be attended with great advantage to every

would ‘be thus enabled ‘to repair their

Ships _and Vessels at moderate rates ; nor

~ is it to be doubted that the knowledge of

this circumstance would -induce many
Commanders- of Ships to touch here for

repairs, who. otherwise would ‘not. - No -




more than 25 per cent. sheuId"ﬁe ‘put on

the invoice price of the Marine Stores ;

~ this would enable. the. ‘Merchant .to pur- |

chase sueh parts of them as were adapted
~for -the Eastern Trade, and to dispe‘selof
them at a reasonable profit. If the sé.ief
-of Marine Stores' be not- confined exclu-~
sively to  the IIonourable Company, 3t

will not be advisable to send them out in
future. ‘

| - There is ‘every reason to "believe,' .thét:
congiderable advantage would be derived

“from making Contracts in China, for

. Beetle-nut, Tin, Cutch, &c. to be sent on -

the Madras andrChina“S'hips, ‘the Con-

tracts to be made by the Supracargoes in

,Chma;, the difference between the price

paid at Prince or. WALEs ISLAND, and‘
the Contlact after. deductmg all charges,;'

to be: carried to the credxt of the Island .

lhxs would also pr ove, at the same tlme |
s "‘

~an advantageous remittance to~ China.

Between 70 and 80,000 peculs of Beetle-
nut are supposed to be annually 111’1ported
into China. Any portion of the above o
_quantity could be easily procured on the

| Island

If we. should be able, from . the
abovemen‘aoned resources; to defray the
expenceb of the Island, it is presumed

nothing more could be expected for some

| ~ years; and when 1t is considered that it is

only Eighteen Years since this Settlement ,

“was first formed, it should be a matter of

exultation, that it already contributes: SO
much as,i;‘t_j,does towards its support.

- The _followiﬁg statement will shew the

gross -amount of the Revenues- and Dis~
bursements of ‘the Island from 1789-90; B
the former arose solely until 1800-1 from "
the Farms on Opium, Arrack, and Gamlng




1789-90 :

9L

1792-3

1793-4f :
V945
1795-6
| 17’9.6-7» v

1798—9 ok

©1799-1800

. 1800-1

- 1802-8

5 REV’E,N;U"E' )

~Dollars.

Prcem ;

451000
24,473
21,600
14,188
19,612
28,000
127,188
80,000
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104,797

135,879 -
184,469

174,188
176,000

DXSBURSEMEN?&«
Dollar.s. .P_zgea.
78,884
96,274
108,200

795

923
32

62
0
84
45
148,569 4
113,879
115,879
© 192, 598."" .
16_8‘,896»& €
- 141,029
20,520
‘53,155
74,160
74,280 -
: ' 751000Est1mated 180 OOOEstun%

b
. 1:(

i

4

%g

R T
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1802-3|55,440| 4,800| 1,560 | 12,480(74,260|

' 1803-4 55.,400 4,800 1,560 ) 12,360174,120
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2 Y- Arrack, | : ‘ " Tax on leport ;
Beetle- Peppet | Import |dutieson }
- {-Opium, ceoaclast o § A Vines, |‘Dutyon Pepper, .-
leaf ) Cocoa« Tin, | Catch,
_and . | .| Attaps. | muts, . Pepper Beetle-. Total.
e g Eeegpd 0 7 0 1 and ) and C {aut, Tim oo
{ Gaming Beetle- | Beetle- | Rattaus, |
T {Tobageos| <o, |° mut: {oonute landStich) o
Farms. : Trees. : Lac.

1800-159,750| 2,280| 1,125 10000 | |58.185)
1801-2|55,440| 4,800 1,560  |12,360 74,160]

‘To the former Statement of the Revenue,
‘must be added the followmg a trrﬁmg :
Duty on Goods 1mported from Chma
amountlng to 1800 Dollars per annum,
the Dutres arxsmg from Anchoracre, Whmh -

: | | amount to 3000 Dollars per annum, and
800 Dollars per. annum, arising from a
Shop Tax 5 thls la:,t is appmpnated to

| defray the. etpence of the Pohce Estabhsh—
_ment. Tlns makes the Revenue amount,_; :
to nearly 80 000 Dollars per annum. o
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. It is to be obs‘erv‘ed, that- in the year

1800-1, eOnSiderable" arrears were'> due to
~ the K1n0' of Queddah ; in consequence of
: VVthh, in that year he recelved 20, OOO ,
lnstead of 10, OOO Dollals. S

COMMERCE.

The prmcnpa}, if not the only view in
‘ formmg this Settlement -appears to have

been the. acqumng a P01t in the Stra1ts

of Malacca, for commermal purposec;, o
and there certamly is not in any part of

Indla a place so well adapted to this end

as’ PRINCE oF Wares IsLanp; at the |
 same tlme 1t undoubtedly en_]oys great
advantaaes as a Naval Port. Hlthelto,
jthe p1oduct10n% of the Island have consti-
’ tuted but a small portlon of the extenswe o

Commerce whlch has ﬂourlshed hele for

some- years, but although thls pm‘tlon has, |

as yet been 1ncon31derable, there is the

wmost satisfactory and pl'easing? “evidence
'The "nu-
merous, extensive, and highly" cultiva-
ted Plantations of 'Pepperf, ‘and - Beetle-

that it 118 daily increasing:

nut,» which ‘are every ‘where rlsmg into
view, will, in a short time, afford- large
| Cargoes of those . articles, w1thout the
trouble and expence of. Importation. - Tt~

is computed that there will be upwards of

- Tifteen Thousand Peculs of P‘epper'prb—‘
 duced on the TIsland thiS year; (1803-4«):
and that in the course of Three or Four |
Years more, the Plantatlons will yield more.
than Twenty Thousand Peculs. - Coffeej :
also promises to become a valuable com-,
modity ; this Berry has been 1mported"'
' from different quarters, and they all thrwei '
very Well ‘and produce. fine- ﬁavoured“‘
Coffee. The ‘Sugar Cane grows Wlthk"
* uncommon quurxance, ,but as the prlcefi*
ofl laboul is ver y high, the expence attend-
mg the mal\mg of" Sugar, will prevent a,i' v
- very: extensive cultivation of the Cane. |

e T R e
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- The - Spice Plantations, in which thetrs |

are. many Thousand Clove -and Nutmeg

"I'recs, are so: flourishing, that the Island

may reasonably hope, in a few years; to

be able to furnish ‘a valuable carge of
Cloves, Nutmegs, and /Ma¢e; with their
essential < Oils, and also the so much

esteemed Kyapootee Oil.* - SRR

R Tigs evzdcnt JSrom the present luxurzant appear‘i‘

- “ance of the Nutmeg and Clove Trees, that they

. mlght be lmproved into a gleat acqmsmon to'the

. < wealth of the Nation. Government has been at a
“ very great. expence in bnngmg those valuable plants
« from Banda and Amboyna. But the Interest of the

«.Company with some of those wha have hitherto had:
* the management qf their plants, was only a secondar. g
« Consideration. I hope; however, that now a new
* system will be adopted, and- that the produce of these’
¢ Gardens will soon indemnify the Company for the
-« great expence it has been ats Captd.m Macahster s

« Account, &e. Page 12. 0

A more unjust and unfounded Reﬁect&on ‘cannot be
Imagmed than the one conveyed in this Pamoraph, on
the conduct and Character of those Gentlemen who for{
years bave had the management of the Company’s,

Spice Plantations at Prince of Wales Island To accuse

any \/Ian of xmkmcr the Interest of his EmployerS‘

g

S

e st bR T

However the productions of the Island

- may increase in various articles, the prin-

‘cipal source of wealth must arise from its

“being ‘considered as the best and greatest

: -Port of Exchange in India. - Ships and

“ only a Secondary Consideration,” is to suppose h‘im

- devoid of the puncxp‘es of honor and honesty:

“which in the plesent instance must be added the most
-egregious” folly; as 1o one possible advantage couldbe
derived, from thetotal failure of the Co‘npany s Plan-
‘iations to any Indwldua,l ‘concerned in their Manage-
ment: or ‘indeed to any pelson, as: the Profit, whlch
may be. expected to arise from. the, Sale of the spices.

when pxepaxed for use, would be entlfely absmbed it
“every Individual should be xedu(,ed to the necessity ‘of

“Erecting the Bmldmgs 1equued for  the purpose:

‘whereas on the other hand, if the Compcmy . Planta-
‘tions, thrxve, such. arrangementb may be ‘made;’. 101 the
:dxymor &ec. of the Spices, with the’ Govemment, as to
‘prove a mutual advantwe to' the Tndividual and the

Company.  But the strongest.ar ggment’;v;h’}ch can be

adduced to prove that every care and attention was
bestowed: on the Spi(;'elPlamatiohs‘(w:hicli could be re-
quired till the period arrived of their prod'ucing Fruit).
niust be derived from the testimony which the W[‘lttl‘{‘,‘
of the Reflection himself bears to the Luurmnt ap{“ t
p:aramc q]‘t/w Nutmcg and Clove lrees. Poss Sid en
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‘Vesséls come here from every quarter, and

. .can exchange the Commodities they bring,

~ for those which: are required as a return =

- Cargo.. This affords ‘the Merchant  the

- very important: advanfgage,of ‘a quick Te-

- turn of his :Capita]-. |

| As there is not a Custom House on the -

| Island it is not. p0331ble to form an accu-

rate idea of the cxtent of the General

Impm ts and Exp01ts In the year. 1801-2,

:' ~an Import Duty of Two per cent. ad valorem,
fwas laid on Tm, Pepper, and Beetle-nut
from the Retum givenin by the Renter of
thls Duty, 1t appeared that the followmg
‘quantltles of these artlcles Wele 1mp01ted

RN

Clmza Peculs Cattzes Amt of theDuty. o

8D, P

- ,,Pepp; 29,468 ¥ 5251 974
..'Fin ca 14,1386 86 18,082 64-'5

Z,Beetle-nut 45, 819 90"** 83,842 16

© Sp.Ds. 13076 w

. From Bengal
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- The following Statement will shew at

one view, the different places which supply

the Trade of this Port Wlth the Artlclea of ,

Impmt and Export

B iMPORTs*. -

Oplum, Gram, ~ Iron,

~ Steel, Marme Stores; Pxece Goods,.
, -»whlch consist chleﬂy of Hummums,r
 Gurrahs, Baftles, Cossas, Tanjabs, ;
\Mamood1es, Chmtzs, . Kurwahs,

Taﬁ'atees, and Bandanoes N

Coa\st of C'o‘romand’e‘l; Sa,lt,ﬂ “,Tovba\tceo,v

" Punjum Cloths, Kaal-blue Cloths,

‘Handkerchiefs,” Coir Rope, and
~ Yarns; Chintzs; and a small quan-
| tlty of Fme Goods |

Bomba J and Malabar Coast

Salt a few Plece Goods, Red\’,;

Cotton,’
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-~ Wood, Sandal Wood, Shark Fins,
. Fish  Mote,  Putchuck, - Myrrh,

”-Sura,t«;]?i¢cé Goods, Oil, &c..

. Coast Sumatra——Pepper, Benjamin, .

- Campbhire, Gold Dust.

Acheen and Pedier.

. Acheen Cloths.

Dzamond Pomt ~ Rattans, Sago, Brim-
" stone, and Gold Dust.

| East Coast Tih, Pepper, J ava"Arfaék;

‘ Sugar, Oil, Rlce, Tobacco, &c.

Junk Ce _/lon

Teeth

—Gold Dust; Beetle-
. mut, White and Red, Cut and
. Chickhey; Pepper, Rice, and

Tm, Bu‘ds Nests, Beache
de Mer, Sepuh and Elephants:,

R e O e S

Ckma
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Pepper, and Gold Worked’

Tringano. -
Cloths

,Bornco -——Gold Dust Sago, and Blacke

Wood

»MOluc'cas,—&——?Spicgs; e .

Tea, Sugar, Lutestungs, Vel-

- 'Ware of all kinds; Quicksilver,
. Nankeens, Tutenague, Sweetmeats,
. .. Pickles,and ‘eyery Article required
by .the Chinese Inhabitants; Raw

. Silk, Copper ;,Waré,};China Cam-

*phire, China Root, Allum, &c. &c. y

EXPORTS

Sumatra.~ E and W C'aasts. All the-
" various Plece Goods from Bengal,

the Coast -and -Bombay ;- Cottonf:- o
. F3 T

vc_:ts, >Paper, - Umbrellas, China




- Junk Ceylon.

Bengal Coast and Bombay
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* Opium, Iron and Tobacco. =

—~Piece Goods, and O’bimﬁ.

* Tringano, Java, Borneo, Celebes;and Moluc- -

cas.

~Iron, Steel, Opium, Bengal

“Piece Goods, Blue Cloth; Europe

Coarse Red, Blue, and Green
" v.-f;CIorhs,] andfCoa;:se Catlery.

China. —-——Oplum, ‘ Cfc;)ttens;“l fRattens';

. Beetle-nut, Pepper, Birds Nests,

. Sandal Wood, Shark Fins, Sumatra
" Camphire, Tin, Beaehe de ‘Mer,
: ~Cutch and Sepuh SR

Pepper, I‘m, |
Beetle-nut, | Cut and Chickney;

Ratt;ms, Camphn‘e, Gold Dust, &c.

- .vJJ§,~

R :In,additiq‘n to t,he‘ qﬂan'taity @f'P-eppe'r at
 prosent annually exported from. this Port,

RS
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el_mQStf any number of Tons could be pro-
cured for the- London Market, should it

ever be deemed advisable to send it home

* on account of the: Honourable Company,

and we may safely venture to assert, that

the Pepper will be of as fine a quality as -

~any ever procured; and the Pepper pro-
~ duced on the Island is considered cleaner
‘than that of the surrounding Countries:

~and in general, in. equal measures, it is

heavier. .

~In the year, 1802, a Thousand Tons' of

. | Pepper of 20cwt. were sent from the Island

to Europe, without having the smallest
eﬁ'ect on the surrounding Markets. - 'That,

~and indeed a much larger: quantlty, could

easily be procured, without any. risk of
raising the pmce, viz.. 501 Sterl per Ton' |

~of 20cwt.

" Tnnumerable indeed are the advantages
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| which would, accméy to" this  Settlement,

were the Exportation of Pepper pi‘oduced

onthe Island, direct to the T.ondon M arket o

on the Honourable Comoany s Ships, once

established ; nor would these: advantages

be confined to' the Settlement alone, as

considerable benefit, it is cdnﬁdentlyg,pré; ,

sdmed‘"w_ould‘* also arise to :the'f-Honourab]Q , |

_Company from this branch of Conimerce.

The experiment at least appears worth the

trial; all the expences attendingit, will

~be apparent at one view, and even if the

’ﬂatteri‘n"g" -expectations which are now

‘entertained should not.be fully realized,

f'stlll ‘thereis no . prospect of risk, or loss, .

attendlng the ‘measure.

-To the Pepper,

 the pre oduct of the Island, many other ar- .
 ticles ‘might be' added, if Tequired, as

‘Rheubarb, . Galhngal Root
i ~Coch1nea1 &c &e.

; :,»O,ne;; _of themost convincing - proofs “

‘Turmeric,

o
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which can be adduced of the flourishing

state of the Commerce of this rising Settle- .

ment will be found in the followmw Table,:' |
shewmg the: number of Shlps, w1th their -
Tonnage, which have entered into and
cleared out from this Port, within the last
four yeals, and as a con51derable portxon’
of the Trade ‘of the Island is carried on

by Prows, an account of them 18 alsoi;

‘sub‘]omed
ARRIVALS
o -Colours. | Sths. Tons
1799 Enghsh .95 25,640

Anmer. Portug Danes 87 - 8,299
Asmuc - = == 36 a 5,432, ,

168 39,871

.‘ 1800 Enghbh 110 81,007

- Amer. Portug Danes 3t . 8,025
As1at1c R 51 - 5,785
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SRR jCOIOurs. oo Shaps.
1801

English - - - 160

~Amer. Portug Danes 33

1%302

1799

) ’ ASlatlc _ R TEA - 72 L

Tons.

+.38,880

7,549

e

Enghsh -A - -. - 142

Portug. Danes -1
o Asiatic - veel =0 840

4, 356
4,810
7,654

56,820

DEPARTURES.

English - . - 101

97,572
~Amer. Portug. Danes 39

8,802

5,703

Asiatic . = = - .- 8T

4877

”En lish - - - - 116
5 Amer Portug Danes 80 -
Asxatlc = 45

29,988

8,270

6 071

‘,1‘91 |

g 44,3291 ¢

, }801 Enghsh i e - - 156 86,613
7,899
53828

 1802 Enghsh ‘e - 133 41,120

01 |
Colours. =~~~ Ships. Tons.

~ Amer. Portug. Danes 28 7,030
Asmtlc - - - - ‘73‘ 6447

257 | 50 090

o Portug Damsh 21; 5,259
Asmtlc Cea e 6,082

o ass 5;2,461

. TOTAL.
Shz_ps. Tons.,

N 867 194,926_ o
859 188757. -

: *"_

A_,Departurcs - B




~ Ttis not necessary here to enter minutely
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- PROWS.

CARRIVALS.

1800 | 1980 | s0g1%| 1519 | 2580

A Coyanis equal to 40 Peculs, or nearly 9L Tons.

- into this'subject which certainly deserves

tion of such a measure, will more than

a more " serious and attentive ConSIdera{”
~ tion than 1t has hitherto obtamed The
ma,mtammg a respectable Force at Prince
~ of Wales Island, will, no doubt be attended

- with a Heavy expence: onthe other hand, -

the Security to be derlved from the adop-iyf,

DEPARTURES,
Years. | Prows. Coyans. Prows. ‘Coyans.

| i790 | 1836| essag | 1615 | a7e7 |

1801 | 2565 _3995—;— 1848 | 3055%

| Total | 9709 14,560% 7734 |12 065I v :

s

e

o

- Bengal.
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, Counterb‘alance this. - objection, - which

becomes: very trifling, when put in com-

' vipetmon with the very existence of this -
-most - valuable Settlement. -
- Force which . has yet-been a]]otted for its
'Defﬁnceq.‘ls;:the present one; and thisis
'~hard1y>: equal to perform the. common
Duties of the Island. | ‘

The largest

. MARINE.

A small Marine Force to be considered

as part of the Establishment of the
~ Island, would be extremely useful; a Ship
of about 250 Tons measurement well |
 manned and armed with Carronades is
much wanted. The Expence attending. )
this vessel would be considerably dimi- |
| nishe‘d,' by her 'b_ei,ng‘ em‘ployed:to b‘rihg.
| - down the Annual supply of Military,storeg, B
’Rlce, &c required for the Island from

A few Prows, each almed with |
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a 12 Pdr. Carronade, ‘aré also required, .

SR
b e

for the purpose of repelling the Pirates’
- who infest all the_;St_’r;ai‘ts‘-jOf Malacca, and
- frequently cut-off the Island Supplies from =
~ Queddah. - No other deseription of Ves~
sel is ?s'o.:wél‘lli adapted for ~~‘this{'pu§ifp§)’se{é§f i

R

s T

. sued, immediately run into shoal water,

. where common Boats cannot follow them.

S

R

s

s

e

s




