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THE diftillation of Spirits in this kingdom has
of late years become an object of great confequence
to this country, not only as it relates to its-agricul-
ture but its revenue, having confumed in the laft

 year, ending Lady-day 1782, about 340,603 barrels

of Corn, and having produced a revenue of
119,211/ 3s5. 4d. this trade therefore is certainly
deferving of every encouragement which can be
given toit, confiftent with the general welfare of the
nation. - ‘ '

It is a point which feems to be undifputed that it

- labours under great difadvantages at prefent, and

in this as in all -other diforders it is necflary that we

fhould underftand the difeafe before we propofe the

remedy, it may be ufeful to make fome enquiries:
~ A2 ’ into
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iinto the ftate of the diftillery, I thall therefore in the

firft place examine~the feveral caufes which have

" been afligned why this trade cannot flourifh under

the prefent laws, together with the means which
have been propofed for remedy of its prefent griev-
ances, by thofe concerned in the trade, or their ad-
vocates, I fhall then ftate what appears to be the
real difadvantage under ‘which it labours, and peint
out what I think weculd be the proper means of re-
moving it. - o :

The caufes which I have heard urged- are, that
the duty on home-made fpirits is {o high;. that no
man can pay it, and make a livelihced by his trade,

‘and fecondly that the laws as now framed, lean

againit the little Diftiller in the country, in favour of
the opulent one in great towns; thefe arguments
with fuch others as occurred, have been lately col-
leGted, and publithed in a Pamphlet intitled, A
Letter to His Grace the Duke of Portland Lerd
Tieutenant of Ireland, and as this author is. the
only perfon ‘who has publithed a pamphlet on the
fubjet, and has collected all the arguments into

one view, I fhall endeavour to examine thofe argu-.

ments as ftated by him, and the remedies he propo-
fes, and fhall then put the public in pofleflion of
fuch faéts and arguments, as I .hope will enable
them to judge fairly upon the fubject. :

"The author fets out, in that part of his pamphlet
which relates to the revenue, with a very pompous
defeription of the oppreflions occafioned” by the
Hearthmoney tax, and dire¢tly in the next paragraph
aflerts, “ That althy that is a grievance, yea a jfore
“ evil, yet the collection of the Fxcife is mfinitely great~

S ery that it [firikes its roots deeper, that it is mot only

“ Z/lm
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f: lé'fze engine. of oppreffion, but the perennial fommce of
© leggary and Vice; that 1t nips Agriculturecin the ve-

7y bud, and blafis the infant hope.of- National Prof-
“ perify.” - | )

I own, T am fomewhat at a lofs to underftand
what the author means by this whole paragraph, and
conceive that it would have carried real conviction
more home to every mans underftanding, if inftead
of this general declamation, particular fa&ts had
been pointed out, and that from thefe facs it had
been thewn that fuch confequences muft follow.

o ('ghe au't.hor is fo obliging as to declare “ Thar he.
: Res not impute il tntentions to the Commifioners of the
* Revenue ; that they have of late been mduftrions in
“ JSettling the accounts of thofe Collelors 1who had in-
. curred arrears, which has contributed to the apparent
r1fe of the Revenue for the laft 1awo years.”
But left this thould be giving them too much
credit, he fubjoins a note in thefe words, 2%t here

“ | Mr. G. E. Howard juftly claims his flare of prarfe.”

I fhould not take any notice of this paragraph
had it not been introduced by the author to perfuadé
the public that the apparent rife of the Revenue
was owing to the bringing in of old arrears. and
that the merit of {o doing was due to Mr. Howard
and this in order to infer, that the late Revenue laws
had no fhare in this rife. ' |

It is a little unfortunate however for the author’s
obfervation, that it is no part of the duty of the
Commiflioners of the Revenue, or of Mr. Howard
to fertle fuch accounts, neither could the fettling of

' ~them
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them contribute to the apparent rife of the Revenue
for the laft two years.

There are Officers under the controul indeed of
the Commiflioners, whofe duty it is to examine and
cheque the different branches of the Colle@ors ac-

“counts, and to return certificates of the amount to

the Accomptant General, whofe duty it is to balance
and fettle thefe accounts, and when a balance ap-
pears, which is not forth-coming, it is the duty of
the. Commiflioners to diret Mr. Howard who is
their law-agent, to proceed at law for the recovery
of it, and this has lately been done, but it is not a
very eafy matter immediately to recover by courfe of

“law fuch balance, and when it is recovered, it

nakes no part of the apparent. revenue of the cur-
rent year, in which it is received, but is deduted
from the outftanding arrear, which appears as an ar-
ticle in the Public Accounts,. which is leflfened in the
fubfequent years account, by fo much as fhall be
received, but the amount of the Excife in each year
as ftated 'in the Public Accounts is taken from the
returns made by the Gaugers in their vouchers,
and cannot be altered by fettling the Colleétors ac-

counts, the Gaugers vouchers contain the charee of an ) , e A
P Sa g - the Diftillers and Brewers, for the rife of the reve-

Excife, the Collectors account ought to contain his
receipt from the Brewers and Diftillers, if there be a
difference, it muft arife from an arrear not received,
or a falfe account, but itis the charge which ap-

-pears in the Public Accounts and not the receipt,

and therefore the recovery of the difference, cannot
contribute to the apparent rife.

1t appears from this that it would be proper for
Gentlemen to make themfelves mafters of the fub-
12 upon which they chufe to write, and to be very
. - careful

L 7 |
eareful before they make affertions, which either di-
rectly or obliquely tend to throw blame on any fet
of gentlernen, or to diminith their juft merit.

“ The Author then mentions that it is a trite obfer-
“ wation that Merchants and Traders are but forry legif~
“ lators, becaufe the interefl of their own line hangs an
“ arrefiftible bias on their minds, a partial not an uni-
““: werfal good is always their objeét ;s that the colledtion
“ of the revenue is to be confidered as a trade and the
“ Commiffioners as biaffed in favmr of the revenue, and
 therefore under a fimilar prejudice with Traders's if
“ the revenue rifes they think they have dme right 5 no
 matier hiw wrong for the public at large”

I perfectly agree with the Author in his premifies,
but I own I fhould be induced to draw a conclufion
directly contrary, for I fhould from thence argue,
that the Brewers and Diftillors were the moft jm-
proper perfons in the nation to make laws for the
collection of the revenue of Excife, and that the
Commiffioners of the revenue might be allowed to
interfere 'in ‘making fuch laws, becaufe it muit be
clear, that they can have n¢ intereft except that of

nue muft depend upon the profperity of ‘thefe
trades, and every ftep which thall prove detrimental
to them, muft in the fame proportion injure the re-
venue, | o

"‘.. He flates that a{t?z‘o’ the C‘ommfﬁonérs have been
hitherto the fole legiflators for the revenue, ‘yet the In-

land Excife was ina declining Rate Jor many years before

¢

o«

(41

' the laft feffion_of - Parliament, that it has fince rifen,

% But whether in confequence of w0 very plentiful fea-

““ Sons, -and of the canfe before affigned, or of the reve
“ mme law of 1780, is fiill a queftion.”’
. It

|
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the fyftem firft adopted in the Revenue Bill of the
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It may be neceflary for me here to make a dif-
tinction and to deny the truth of this affertion in the

latitude in which 1t is ftated, I am free to acknow-

ledge that the Commiffioners do propofe all fuch re-
gulations, as are contained in the bill called the re-

-venue bill, but I deny utterly that it was by their

advice that additional duties were impofed upon
home made {pirits, whatever may be the merit or de-

merit of that meafure, it does not. belong to the

Commiffioners of the revenue, but to thofe perfons
who planned the fcheme of Finance, at the time

‘that thofe duties were laid on; I would not. however

be thought to convey an idea, that I.think that thefe
duties ‘were more than the trade could bear, what
my opinion upon that head is, will be difcovered
before I quit the {ubject, all I mean to affert here is,
that ‘the Commiffioners are not fole legiflators for
revenue, if thereby is meant the impofing of taxes,
and propofing the means of colle&ting them,

- 'The next affertion in this paragraph, viz. That
the Inland Excife has been in a declining ftate for
many years before the laft feflion of Parliament is
totally. ill founded, at leaft fo far as relates to the
fubje€t on which the author of the Pamphlet pro-

fefles to treat, viz. the Diftillery, He exprefsly ftates
that he will fay nothing of the Brewery, he therefore |
- confines himfelf entirely to the Diftillery, .and it

will appear that in the laft twelve years that branch

- of Excife has increafed year after year from %2 5,097

until it amounted in the year ending L_édy-day» 1782,

10 2,043,620 gallons.

, And as to the Iaﬁ baft of this ‘pafég'raph,"l hope
I fhall fhew to. the fatisfaction of the public, in its
proper place, that it was owing to the operation of

year

ER————

il
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-eaf 148b, that the late very eXtraordinary rife i
this revenue has taken place. :

"T'he author goes on to fay, it looks as if the objezt
“ of that law “as to extirpate the diftilling Qf Whg{ke){
“ n the country parts of Ireland; yet mever was fo
“ much of that hiquor difiilled as fince 1t was enatled,
“ qs is evident from hence, that it never was Jo theap.
“ For this 1 appeal to the experience of every country
“ gentleman.  But the Commiffionzrs lake their views
“ from the cities, and jfrom them alone without ever ai-

% sending to the flate of the country; awnd their avowed

 manim----I @i told-—--is; 10 Zonﬁfzé;DgﬂzZZer{és 10 zi-
“ ties and market towns. - This muft be dome for the con-
“ wenience of collefting the Excife; for wpm any other
¥ principle 1t 1s egregioufly foolifh? |

CIf this paragraph be corhipared with the aflertions
of the very page-before; it will be rather difficult to
teconcile themy for the great grievance cgmplamgd
of there is that the prefent code of Excife laws ““ Nips
“ ggricultuie in the very bud, and blafis the infaiit hope of
b yational profperity.”——Now how is this to be re-
conciled with this affertion, * That there never Wwas
“ fo muich Whifkey diftilled a5 " fince thefe laws were
“ enafied »<for as to agricultire it {eems to-be very
much the fare whether thé- fpirit.made from the
corn confumed, pays duty or niot;” the quantity con-
fumed is the objeék to the farmer, afid i’ therenever
was fo uch Whifkéy diftilled, as fince tliefe laws
were enacted, there never, was {0 much corn con-
fumed in diftilling as in this pericd, and of: courfe
thefe laws inftead of nipping agriculture in the bud;
feem well calculated to fupport it, and as to Revenue
that has certainly rifen, and therefore neither agri-
culture tor revenue {eermn to have fuffered from th}%mg
o B u
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But it isfaid that the Commiffioners take their views
from the cities, and from them alone, without ever
attending to the country.

T do not know ‘where the author gets his inforra-
tion, er what he attends to, but the public wili
Judge from what fhall be ftated to them whether the
authors of ‘the late revenue laws have attended fo
the ftate of the diftillery, as well in the country, as
in-great cities, and I hope it will be equally manifeft
whether the maxims on which thefe laws are founds
ed -are calculated for the mere convenience of col-
leting the Excife, or upon the great and liberal idea
of putting the whole trade upon equal terms, and
enabling the fair and horeft Dittiller -to carry on his
bufinefs to advantage, v s

"The author next lays open his plan, which is
“ Zo make  Ireland 4 country capable of exporting fpi-
< ritmoils liguors to the greatelf poffible extent,” and this
is'to be done by reducing the price of them, for
« If the price be JSuffictiently reduced a Joreign market for
S8 at will never be wanted, there will be a full demand

In the next page; “ 7%¢ barbarous Jeenes of intoxs
 dcation exhibited ar Sairs and markets, arife from the
“ cheapnefs of firuggled Whifkey=——IF the revenne
“ were under found regulations, the price of Jprrits, for
“ the home confumption, - might, be put beyond the reach,
“ of excefs among the poor. '
“-ata bwrate, m matter how hugh they are vended-as-
€ homer TR TS B
At would have faved the author fome trouble, - if”
before he had formed his plan for reducing .the price
of fpirits on cxpottation, he had thought of reading

. . ' the

[ ]

the revenue ats of 178a and 1782, he would there
have found the work ready done to his hand, had-

" he looked into the latter ac, he would have feen,

that it {et out by reciting a part of the act of 33d. Gen.
2d. which gives a certain drawback upen the expor-

! tation of f; irits, that it then recites that part of the
: ;%Ecl,o nr.g_t.h fﬁc‘l'»zo.th Geo. 3d, by wﬂhigh th-p d-gawbacka
" on thé exportation of fpirits diftilled in this kingdom,
' is increafed to the whole of the Inland Excife, and
. all duties payable by fuch {pirits—it then recites cer-

; tain difficulties which impeded the intended-operation
| of thefe laws, and repeals fo much of them, as re-

" lates to the drawback on exportation, and. then it

on all fpirits diftilled in this kingdom,

gives a drawback exaltly equal to the gxltéis&ajg

be exported therefrom, and under fuch ‘regulations

s enable either the Diftiller or Exporter to recover i,

I cannot fee therefore what it is that the author of the
Pamphlet would with for, which is not already done,

he defires that the duty paid by fpirits exported may

be fufficiently reduced, it is not only reduced, but-

totally drawnback, could the Commiffioners of the

| revenue go farther, or was it not going a great way
- for them in a bill for the better colleGtion of the re-

Lel‘fplrzz‘sbe but exported T

venue, to repeal a duty laid by the money bill.——
No other encouragement remains to be given, unlefs
it fhall bs thought expedient, that a premium or
bounty be paid for fpirits exported, over and above
the drawback of the whole duties.

Having endeavoured to fhew that what he withed
for as to exported Spirits has been already pgrform-
ed, T come next to obferve upon what he fays as.to
the home confumption, which he allows may be
vended no matter how high, and he acknowledges
that the low pribe of them, which is owing to fmug-
A B2 gled
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gleg_i \Wl_ﬁfk.eyz 18 Fh_.e caufe o_f- the barbarous {cepes
of intoxication exhibited at fairs and markets. =

- As I not only agree with him in his firft pofition,
that {pirits ought to be exported at a low rate of
duty, but go-even further and think they ought to
be exported at no duty, 'fo alfo I agree with bim in
his fecond pofition; "that the price of {pirits for home
confumption ought to be raifed, not only to prevent
the barbarous fcenes of. intoxication exhibited every
where, but to enable the fair and honeft Diftiller to

pay his Duty, and live by his yrade, but the quef-

tion will then be, how is this event {o be brought

about ? and I fhall firlt endeavour to fhew that the

means propofed in his pamphlet are not only inade-’
quate foy the purpofe, but {fubverfive of it. B

- The author has laid down two Principleé; whicl
are 1 fuppofz the found regulations which are to put,
of excefs a[no;}g the P()Oi ) W e S

< The firfp principls, is to. lowes the rate of Fxcife,

““ duties, in fuch a degree; that the licenced Diftiller.

i may have a fr‘cjzy‘b;:‘u;}blq profit, without- temptation o,

e fr[:zztci.é"' -

€ And the fecmd: 15 1o afljuﬂt}w rate. of duty by an~
 nual compofition according to the Jolid contents of the.
- Sull. It is well known (he {ays) how many times in

:i the week or year, a Still can work :_apportion then
“ the duty in a ratio compoinded of the times and con-

- gents.” o

In fupport of his firft principle he fetscut by beg-
ging the queftion, and aflerts that <z 18 acknows
L | o “ledged

¢ lédgeci on all hands, that if the Diftiller pays the
s avhole duty, he cannot carry. an his bt{/i}téf:.

Having taken this for granted, he breaks out into. .
an exclamation againft fuch a horrible {yftem, and
puts into the mouths of the Commiffioners argu-
ments which they would be much afhamed to make,
ufe of. ‘ :

‘But I fhall take the liberty of controverting his. -
pofition, and thall endeavour to fhew, that a Diftil-
ler could pay the prefent duty of 14d. and carry on -

his bufinefs. ' ’

When we fay that the duty om any commodity is,
too high, we {peak in general relatively, and in the
prefent cafe we mean, that the duty on our own
home-made fpirits is fo high, that the Diftiller can-
not pay that duty, and make a livelihood by felling:
them, at the price they bear, and that they cannot
be raifed in their price, becaufe if they were, fome
other fpirit would interfere, and - underfell. them,
which would prevent their ufe and confumption.

Tt has been already obferved, that the author of
the Pamphlet has repeatedly acknowledged, that if
{pirits were allowad to be exported at a low rate, no
matter how high they are vended at home, I have
fhewn that they can be exported with a full draw-
back of all duties, and therefore I {uppofe he will
allow, that the price of fpirits confumed at home
‘may be raifed, if then they may be raifed, the quef-
tion will be how high? for if they may be raifed as

" much as the author of the Pamphlet withes to lower
the duty, T think it will not be difficult to fhew that

the duty is not too high. ‘
- | ’ | - If
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If the redultion of the duty to 1od. at which it
Ttood for feveral years previous to the laft addition-
al duty of 44. would enable the Diftillers to pay the
full duty and to live by their trade, they would alfo

be enabled to do the fame if the duty ficed as it

does at 144. and that upon fale they were to have
a drawback of 4d. a gallon, what then is the diffe-

rence to the Diftiller, whether this' drawback is paid

by a Revenue Colletor, or by any other perfon,
and if the price  of Spirits was to be raifed but 4d.

2 gallon, the confumer would in fac, pay this draw~-

back to.the Diftiller, the work then may be done
according to the author’s own thewing, without re-
ducing the prefent Duty, becaufe he aflerts that it

°

15 no matter how high Spirits are vended at heme.

But although the author has made this affertion

_without limitation, yet I take it for granted that he

could not hdve meant to do fo, for it muft be clear

that the price of our home made Spirits muft be fo

regulated, as to give them a clear preference before
any 1mported Spirit. '

To argue this matter therefore fairly, it will be
neceflary to fee what is the price at which Whifkey
1s now fold on an average, what would be that price
which would enable a Diftiller to pay the duty, and
live by the trade, and lafilv, whether if this additi-
on was made to the price of Whifkey, any import-
ed Spirit could underfzll it in our market.

I thall flate the price of Whitkey from the Dub-
lin market, becaufe there is not only a great diftil-
lation there, but becaufe great quantities are fent
up to that market from all parts, which thews that
it is a high market. : ’ ‘

The

[ w5 1]

The price then of home-made Spirits in Dublin
upon an average limagine will be found to be, about
25. 7d. a gallon, the redution of duty which has
been -defired .generally has been 44. now according
to what I have before ftated, the price at which a
Diftiller could afford to fell his Spirits, paying full
duty, would be 2s. 114. o 1

Now I'will go further and fay that if the price of
home-made Spirits was raifed to 3s. 3d. there would
be no danger from imported Spirits. -

The‘o’nly Spirits we know of for common -“c:o'n-»
fumption are Brandy, Geneva, Rum and W hlf-'i'*"'
key. .

Itis clear that neither Brandy nor Geneva can
contend in price in this market with Whifkey at
3s. 3d. a gallon, becaufe exclufive of firft coft,
freight and every other expence the bare duty on
thefe two fpecies of Spirits is 3s. 44. a ‘gallon, fo
that they ‘are out of the queftion. ~Rum therefore,
which is the cheapeft of all imported Spirits is the
only one from which danger may be {fuppofed.

Let us fee then'what is that danger.

The firft coft 'of. Rum in the Weft Indies 5. d.
is - - - - - - 1: 1o
The duty is - - - 2. 4

The freight, &ec. - - - 4
4: 6

If then the price of Rum which is the cheapeft
of all imported Spirits is 45. 64. to the Impfhrter
‘ there
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tﬁe%édbéri be no danger from it to Whitlzey fold 4
3s. 34. : T

 But if it fhall appeatr even poflible to Parliament;
that Rum can be afforded at-a price which may
either now, or when a peace {hall be made; inter-
fere with our diftillery; . the remedy is eafy, a further
additional duty on all imported Spirits, will at once

| pm_ an end to all poftibility of fuch interference.

~ As a further proof to {hew that Whifkey does not
run great danger from imported Spirits; and alfo to
fhew that the duty of i44: is not too high, T fhall
juft mention that the Diftillers of four, Walks in this
kingdom, which are fubje&t to the Lagan duties,

are obliged to pay 4d. 4 galloh more than any other

Diftillers, that is they pay 184. a gallon duty, and
yet they carry on their trade; anid underfell foreign
Spirits.. ' | a :

~In the laying on of duties upori otr owil manu-
factures; certainly care ought to be taken that a due
proportion of tax fhould at the fame time be laid on
all foreign articles of a like nature, which can poffi<

bly contend with them, fuch attention feems to have .

been paid to our home manufacture of Spirits, for
the parliament which laid 4d. a gallon on Whifkey;
laid alfo very great dutics on imported Spirits.

By

By that law which obliged Rum coming
through Great-Britain, to pay the fame
duty as if it came directly from the Weft-

Indies, there was added in fatt an additi- 5. 4
‘onal duty per gallon of - - G
in the Seflion of 1775, there was a further
duty of - - - 4
' ~ Inall - io
In the fame period was added on each gal-
 Jon of Brandy and Geneva - - 1: ©

While the addition upon Whikey was -
only - ~ - &
- e .
So that a proper attention has been paid - to our .
own diftillery, in laying on of thele duties.

There is another circumftance Whigh argués
flrongly againft the pofition that the duty on Whif-
key 1s fo high that no man can live by that trade,

©and that is, that the diftillery of this country has

wond=rfully increafed fince the laft 44. was added to
the duty, viz. from 980,401. to 2,043,620 gallons
yearly. , ‘

Now if the duty was fo high that no profit could
be made by the trade, how is the great increafe of
that trade to be accounted for.

1 hope T may be allowed to ftate my, doubt, whe-
ther the fcheme propofed by this firft principle would -
anfwer the author’s purpofe of preventing private
Diftillers, if experience was to be our guide, 1
fhould declare it would not, for it needs mot much
proof to thew that the private Diftiller muil have an
advantage, while any duty remains, and that private
diftilling was practifed before the lat additional du-

< ty

o7 ] |
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ty was laid on home-made Spirits, and would be

fill pm@ufed if that addition was taken off, and
the duty again reduced to 104.

I think I have flated fuﬁicient to fhew that our
home-made Spirits may be fold at a price, which
‘would afford a fuffictent prefit to the Diftiller, pay-
ing a duty of 14d. a gallon, without fear of being
underfold by imported Spirits, and if Thave proved
this, it follows that the prefent duty is not the true
caufe why the Diftillers of this country complain of
df’crefs, and of courfe that the firft principle laid
down by the author of the Pamphlet, viz. that the
rate of Excife duties muft be lo Wered in order to
give the licenced Diftiller a reafomble profit, is
co'ltrovertable. '

‘The fecond principle of the author is “ o adju?
“ the rate of Duty by annual compofi fzon according o

“ the /b]zd contents of the Still.”

Th1s fcheme of a compofition with Diflillers, has
been for fome time a very favourite one with many
gentlemen, it was devifed by the Diftillers, and com-
municated by them to perfons, who thus receiving all

‘their information and thereby feeing but one fids of

the queftion, have been led away by what feemed
plaufible to them ; and the {cheme being once made
public, fpeculatwe men who think abftractedly up-
on {ubjeéts of revenue, have conceived in their clo-

 fets, that fuch a {cheme might be highly advantage-

ous, and eafily put into execution, buta man whofe
duty obliges him to confider both fides of the quefl-
tion, and who is neceflarily acquainted with the
p1a€t1cal as well as the theoretical parts of the bu-

ﬁnefs
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finefs of the revenue, muft fee that fuch a {cheme
would be ruinous and deftructive, :

This fcheme of a compofition with Diflillers is
mennoned by the author in general only, and no
fpecific plan laid down by him, further than tlns,
that he fays it is well known how many times in a
week or year a fiill can work : And that the duty
ought to be appottioned in a ratio compounded of
the times and contents.

I imagine that caly as the author feems to think it
to attain this information, he would find 1t extremely
difficult to get even the Diftillers themfelves to agree
in the firft preliminary, v1z. how often in a year can
ftill be worked.

It is very poffible indeed, that although their opw
nions did not coincide upon this fubject, yet their
interefls might make them agree in fome given
number of times, but then there is another party
to accede to their propofal whofe duty it is to take
care of the intereft of the publicin its revenues, and
it would not be a very eafly matter to fettle even this
point between thofe part1es.

But if this point was fettled how is the duty ap-
portioned, for then comes the great Queftion, we
have been difcufling, what ought to be the quantum
of the duty, for a knowledge “of the fize of a Still,
and the number of times which that Still can Work
will only fhew, how many gallons of Spirits each

~ Siill may produce in the year, but then what duty
~each gallon is to pay, remams ftill in doubt.

Ca -~ In
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~In order to judge fairly of this {cheme, to fee

e e e e
I

I

how far it can be executed, and whether any and
what advantages may be hoped for from it, fome
plan ought to be propofed for carrying a compofition
into execution; but as no fuch plan is ftated in the
Pamphlet, I muft confider the fubject at large, and
ftate fuch ebjections as arife in my mind to the gene-
ral idea, and the difliculties which it appears to me
muft occur in the mode of forming fuch con-
tracts. : ' L

‘The general idea which prevails is, that a compu-
tation fhould be made of what duty a man can pay,
apon a Still of certain dimenfions, that then the
Diftiller thould enter intoa contract to pay at certain
~ periods fuch a fum, according to the number of
gallons his Still containied, and that giving fecurity
for the payment of this fum, he fhould be at liberty
to proceed as he pleafed and be freed from the con~
troul of Officers. | |

Here the original difficulty again occurs, how fuch

a computation is to be made, and how the Difiillers
and Revenue Officers are to agree upon that point,
‘which appears to'be no other than what duty by the
gallon ought Whifkey to pay; but taking it for
- granted that this point could be eafily adjufted, 1
- fhall proceed, ' |

It is to be obferved that this {cheme calculated for
the advantage of the Revenue, is fuggefted by the
~Diftillers, it may therefore very fairly be fufpecred,
for it does not appear very probable, that the Diftil-
Yers thould at the fame time complain that the duty
1s too high, and yet with to pay more Duty than
they do at prefent, or that they would propofe

" o this

this fcheme, if they were not certain that they would
have a very great advantage in it.

But it is faid that they would then know certainly
what they were to pay, that they would be frcgd
from Revenue Officers, who ha:rafs, dxﬁre'fs? and
exatt Money from them, that they are willing to
pay in advance for the peace and quiet they a.r}d
their families would then enjoy ; and that exemption
from the vifits of Officers, and the liberty they
would have of working their Stills to the greatelt
advantage, would fully compenfate them for thead-
ditional duty they would pay.

However plaufible this may be, yet it is but
plaufible, for I muft obferve, that they now lgnow
to a certainty, what they are to-pay, in cafe they
mean to adt fairly, and that they have at this mo-

ment every opportunity they would then have of

working their Stills, except on a Sunday, and that
it is out of the power of an Officer to diftre(s them,

when they a& fairly; there is therefore fome- ather

reafon behind why Diftillers wifh for this new mode
of colle€ion, and that is that they would have
fome advantage in the contrac, which thofe unac-
quainted with the trade do not immediately per-

T EeLve.

The diftillation of Spirits although it has been
long practifed in this kingdom, yet has only of late
years become a trade of magnitude, the fcience of
diftillationis not perfecly known as yet, even’dDy the
‘perfons who carry it on, there are very few thqers
‘who know any thing of the matter, ,what knowledge
there is upon the fubjed, is in the hands of a few,
who would eafily be able to make a good bargain
for themf{elves. ' :

Many
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~ Many difficulties and inconveniencies will occur in
the attempt to put this {cheme into execution, and
many frauds might be committed, if it were execu-

ted, “without poffibility of detection, fuch as occur | |

immediately to me, I fhall ftate as fhortly as pofli-
ble. ~ ' ‘

«One of the advantages propofed in the Pam-
phlet by this {cheme s, that it would lower the ex-
pence of cclletion, that is as there ‘would be no
ufe for the Officers of the diftillery, they would be
laid afide.

But I beg leave to afk when thefe Officers are laid
down, what is there to prevent private diftilling in
every part of the country, if a Difliller compounds
for his Still of 200 gallons fize, and is not to be vi-
fited by Officers, what is to prevent lis having pri-
vate Stills to any amount, and as when the Spirits
diftilled in fuch private Stills are once conveyed to
his ftores, they are out of all poffibility of danger,
this fcheme wou!ld effetually proteét all privately
diftilled Spirits; which could be conveyed to any
“Compounder’s ftores. o |

~There is a difference between the produce of
Malt Wafh, and. that of Molaffes and decayed
Wines, the produce of the latter compared with the
former, being as three is to two, that is nine gallons
cf Malt Wafth makes one gallon of Spirits, which
will be prcduced by fix gallons of either Molafles
Wafh or decayed Wines, if then a compofition is
made with a Diftiller, it muft be regulated by this
difference, but if Officers are not to vifit, what is to
prevent the Compounder for Malt Spirits, from ufing

Molaflfes
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Molafles or decayed Wines, by which he would gain
one-third in the firft inftance.

It may be faid that this might be remedied by the
vifits of Officers, but that would put an end to the
pretended advantages which the Diftiller expeéts
from a compofition.

If this compofition was made with a Difliller for
a year, he might paying that years duty, diftil night
and day and produce as much Spirits as would ferve
for two or more years, if this mode of praceeding
fhould be general in a year when Corn was cheap,
which does not.feem very improbable, what would
become of the Revenue of the fubfequent year.

The mede of afcertaining what each Diftiller
thould pay, muft vary according to the circumflan-
ces of the times, 'and the fituation of the places,
where .fuch Diflillers refide, in one place Corn is
dearer than in another, labour and coals differ in
price, in different places, much may depend upon the
demand of the place for the commodity, and upon the
fale that the Compounder could have for his Spirits,
all thefe circumfitances are well known to the Diftil-
lers, but the Commiflioners of the Revenue cannot
be acquainted with them, in thefe matters therefore
the Diftillers muft have a manifeft and certain ad-

' vantage in making the bargain.

The Commiflioners muft take their information
from inferior Officers on thefe feveral circumftances,
what a field then would there be opened for combi-
nation between Diflillers and Officers, for as feveral
of thofe circumftances depend upon matter of opini-.
on, fuch opinions might be formed, as were very

| advantage-~
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advantageolis to both parties, without a probability
of detetion, or a poflibility of punithment, for

how could a man be punifhed for forming a wrong

opinion, this would fubje& the Revenue to grofsim-
pofitien, and the trade to great partiality.

This contraét muft be made with the Diftiller for
fome certain limited time, either for a year, a quar-
ter, a month, or a week, the Diftiller muft beat
liberty to declare off at certain pericds, He will
work when it his advantage and ftop when it is not,
and if he has made a {uflicient ftock for a year, in
one month, he may flop and declare off, he then
pays but one-twelfth of the year’s duty, and has
enough of Spitits for the whole year’s confumption,
and if he cannot diftil fuch a quantity himfelf in
{uch a time, he can purchafe it from the private Dif~
tillers, as his ftores will be ever ready fo receive
their Spirits, and to prote¢t them, under the pre-
tence that he has not yet f{old his original itock.

A Compounder muft give fecurity to pay the fti-
pulated comipofition, fuppofe he dies in the middle

_of his term, leaving behind him no Spirits in hi

Stores, what is to be done in fuch cafe, is the full
compofition to be paid, or if not what part of it,
and how is that part to be afcertained ; if he leaves
behind him a ftock of Spirits fufficient for the con-
fumption of a long term, what is to be done, it
would be unjuft to make his executors pay the full
compofition, if they did not continue the bufinefs,
and yet he may have diftilled perhaps four times as

much as would pay that duty; but if the full com-

pofition was to be enforced, it would be the Security
who muft pay it, while the Spirits and apparatus
would naturally go to his heirs or executors, this
. 1 - - would
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would make 1t hard to find fecurity, the little Dif-
tiller would find it the moft difficult to get fuch as
were {ufficient, of courfe they could not be licenced
or compounded with, it is very probable that the
confequence would be, that they finding a certain
protection in the ftores of the Compour;der, for all
the Spirits they could diftil and no Officers to moleft
them, would turn private Diftillers, and then fuch
unfair Compounders as dealt with them, would be

enabled to underfell the fair dealer, who muft either
change his courfe and cheat, or fail, and then the

compofition muil be loft.

A Compounder for a year having a large flock
of Spirits on hand at the end of his term, need ne-
ver compound again, for he may be for ever {uppli-
ed by private diftillation, and keep his ftock alwavs
up, if he is not to be vifited by Officers, and flock
kept on his Spirits, and if his Spirits are not to- be
permitted. L o

. If the Excife Officers are laid down, - and that
this fcheme fhould be found not to anfwer after a
tune, where are we to cobtain a fet of men fkilled in
the Excife, or how is the bufinefs to go on, until
new men are inftructed. o

The higheft Compofition I have yet ever heard
of, has been rated at 20s. for each gallon the Still
contains to be paid for a year’s licence to diftil.

This fcheme of a compofition was firft publicly
propofed as well as I recolle¢t in the year 1797, but
whether it was fooner or not, I fhall (in order to thew
how improbable it is, -that it was intended by the
Diftillers, who propofed it, for the advantage of the

T B Revenue)
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Revenue,) flate what would have been the effect of
this propofal upon the duty they paid at  that
time. ' ,

1 muft firft obferve that if fuch a ftatement as I
‘fhall make for that year, was taken at any more re-
mote period, it would be ftill ftronger againit the
idea of a compofition, becaufe the revenue on Spi~
rits was higher in that year, than at any preceding
pericd. ;.

In the year 1774 the number of licenced Stillsin

Ireland was 1188, and their contents in gallons were
288,410—the produce of thofe Stills in Spirits was
1,115,352 gallons, that is one Still with another
throughout the kingdom paid for 3 gallons and &
of a gallon in that year for each gallon that it con-
tained, the duty of this quantity is 4s. 54. the propo-
fal of the Diftiller to the Revenue was to accept of
20s. from him, for every 4s. 5d. he then paid, what
could induce the Diftillers fo fuddenly to become
advocates for the Revenue, cannot very eafily be
accounted for by thofe, who are acquainted - with

their general conduct.

But however unaccountable this may appear to
thofe who are unacquainted with the bufinefs, I will
endeavour to fhew that they would have made no
lofing bargain. SRR B

If a Diftiller was to make but one diftillation of
Singlings in a week, he would have in the year 147%
gallons of Spirits for every gallon his Still contained,
the duty of thefe 14 gallons at 14d. a gallon is
s0s. £d. a Diftiller therefore working on Singlings,
and making from them but one diftillation of Spirits
in each week, or 52 in the year, ought to pay a {fum

o , : equal
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equal to the higheft compofition ever offered. now
when it is confidered that a Still may work once, if
not much oftner every day in the year, by having a
proper apparatus, that is a copper and other proger
utenfils for brewing his pot-ale, and two fiills p‘rb~
portioned to each other, the larger to contain more
than three times as much as the fmaller, it muft ap-
pear that the profit of the Diftiller would be very
great. S . ’

To illufirate this I will ftate a cafe, in which I
will fuppefe a Diftiller to have two flills, the one
containing 700 gallons, the other 220, with a proper
Brewing apparatus, fufficient to charge his 400 gallon
ftill every day, his compofition to be at the rate of
20s. a gallon, orin all g20/. a year, v

The 700 gallon ftill being charged every day
with pot-ale, would produce a charge of Singlings
for the 220 gallon ftill, and the latter being worked
would produce net Spirits 66 2 each day, that is in
the {ix days of the week 400 gallons, or in the jfeal'
20800 gallons, the duty of which at 1s. 24 a oal-
lon, would be 1213/ %s. while the Compoﬁ?ion
l‘xyould be but g20/. {o that the Diftiller would pro-
f1t by compofition 293/ #7s. in this cafe. |

D2 . And
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And if I had fuppofed two flills of
noo gallons each, and one of 220 the two
larger to work each day once, and the
fmaller one to double twice, then the Dil-
tiller would make double the profit above
ftated, and alfo 220/. more, becaufe the
220 gallon flill would work twice a day,
and pay compofition but, once, for it

~would be fupplied with two charges of

finglings, one by eachof the larger ftills,
fo that in this cafe the Diftiller would
have profit by compofition more than if
he paid duty 806/ 14s. for the number
of gallons fo produced would be 41600 7 +.
the duty of which would be - 24261 14
While the compofition would be only 1620: ©

1

Difference 806: 14

and this profit would be fecure to him without any
rifque, while he might carry on the private diftillati-

on of Spirits elfewhere without limit, and all Spirits

he could convey to his flores would be protected.

T'o thew the poflibility of this laft obfervation, I
fhall mention that this fcheme of a compofition was

“tried by the Board of Revenue in one inftance, the

Compounder paid for a 300 gallon Still 250/ for a
year’s duty, but as there were doubts concerning the
compounding with him, it was flipulated that he
was to be fo far attended by Officers, as to be oblig-
ed to fend out his Spirits by Permit. o

It appeared at the end of the ycar by the return
made to the Board, that there were Permits granted
to this Man for 36443 gallons of Spirits, the duty of

' . which
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which amounted to 1518/ gs. 24. it muft be appa-~
rent to every one that fuch a quantity of Spirits
could never be produced by one Still of 300 gallons,
for in {uch cafe it muit work 1457 times in the year,
for if it worked on finglings every day in the year
except Sundays, it could not produce fo much, a
300 gallon Still charged with finglings will produce
lefs than 100 gallons of Spirits, becaufe room muft
be left for working, but I will ftate it at 100 gallons,
there are 313 days in the year, exclufive of Sundays,
now if in each day there was produced roo gallons
of Spirits, that would be at the end of the year but
31300 gallons, whereas there was permitted 36443,
but in order to produce a charge of finglings each
day, there muft be three diftillations of pot-ale, {o
that to produce thefe 100 gallons of Spirits each day,
the Still muft work three times upon pot-ale, and
once upon finglings, or four times each day in the
year, if this can be done, then it follows, that the
compofition offered is not a 5th of what ought to be
paid, that is that inftead of 20s. a gallon they ought
to pay 5/. and if this capnot be performed, then it
muft be clear that this ftill could not have worked
ths quantity permitted, -and that the difference
between what he could really work, and what was
ermitted muft have been either privately diftilled by
him, or purchafed from other private Diftillers, whofe
intereft it was to fend their Spirits to his flores,
where they were protected fo foon as they arrived.

I have already fhewed that the ftills of this king-
dom one with another at that time paid but for 3
gallons -2 and that if they worked once a week on
{inglings they ought to pay for 174 gallens, now
fuppofe this Compounder had fo out-worked the a-
verage, as to double twice each week, then he
would produce 35 gallons of the Spirits for every

' “gallon
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gallon that his ftill contained, or in the year rozoo,
now allowing that he outworked the common ave-

rage i the proportion of 35 t0 3 &  Gattons o Spirits,

yet he could produce but - - -

10500

Buthe permitted - - - - 36443

So that of the gallons permitted there = .,
were privately diftilled no lefs a

quantity than - - 25943

I have been the more particular in ftating this

tranfa&tion, in order to fhew what force or common -

{enfe there is in an argument much relied on by the
author of the Pamphlet, as well as by other gentle-
men, that the Diftillers if ‘they were compounded
with, would then find it their intereft to inform
againft, and totally deftroy the private Diftiller, di-
rectly the reverfe is the truth, for now it is the pri-
vate and fraudulent Diftiller as fhall be fhewn here-
after who ruins the fair-trader, and therefore it is

now highly his intereft to inform againft and deftroy

them, but fo foon as a Diftiller has compounded, it
15 clearly his intereft to have befides the ftills he pays

~compofition for, as many more at work as he can,

and therefore to encourage, nay to keep as many
private ftills as poflible, and as the Officers are to be
laid down, and there is to remain no controul upon
the private trade, and as the Spirits are then fure of
finding fafe places of proteCtion in the compounders
ftores, the probability is that we fhould have private
ftills multiplied to fifty times their prefent number.

Having ftated what appear to me to be ftrong ob- -

Jections againft a collection by’ compofition, it re-
mains for me to take my leave of this Author, by a
few remarks upen the obfervations which he has
made. ' -

‘He
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He has afferted that a compofition would facilitate
the mode and lower the rate of collection.

The mode of colleting the Revenue of Excife
was originally planned by men of as much capacity
and forefight, as ever undertook a new f{yftem, -and
I may truly fay, that it is matter of wonder to every
man who has ferioufly confidered the operation of the
fyftem at firft ftruck out, how it was poflible to
frame, in the firft inftance, fo complete a one, and
[ hope I may fay without offence to any man, that it
would be neither prudent nor wife in the Commifli-
cners of the Revenue to fuggeft, or in Parliament
to concur in giving up a {yftem approved of by the
wifdom of ages, and the effect of which is known
to a certainty, and to adopt an entire new one, fug-
gefted by parties whofe intereft it is to pay as little
duty as poffible, and taken up and.end.eavpured to
be enforced by a gentleman {peculating in his clofet,
without any experience in the fubject upon which he
writes, Who has not fupported his {yftem by matters
of fa&, who has not defcended into a detail of the
mconveniencies of the prefent mode, nor pointed out
the advantages which are to arife from that which
he conceives to be better, and who has declined to
delineate or lay down any direct and precife plan for
carrying his {cheme into execution.

l

- Whether a compofition would or would not facili-
tate the mode of collection, muft depend upon the
nature of the plan of compofition, and until that
plan be exactly ftated and laid down, it is in vain to
argue this point, becaufe it is impoffible to form any
Judgment, how far the gentleman’s 1c_leas,. ‘though
they might be plaufible, would be carried into exe-
cution, and if they could not, the collection of the

: Revenue
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SIS

Revenue would not be much facilitated by fuch a =

{cheme.

In like manner whether or no this fcheme would |
lower the rate of collection, depends upon two |
points; would it decreafe the expence, or increafe |

proved.

~Gentlemen who argue that the Revenue is wellor | -
Ul colle¢ted, becaufe it is fometimes colleGted at
more, fometimes at lefs per cent, are not awarehow
falfely they argue, lsot them confider that if the
expence of collection was always to remain a fettled -

and precife fum, the rate per cent of that colle@ion

muft depend upon the f{um collefied, for inftance,

if the expence be 100/, a year, and the fum collect-

ed be 1000l then the collection will be at the rate of

10/. per cent. let the expence remain at 100/, and
increafe the receipt to 2000/ then the colle&ion will
coft but 5/. per cent. and on the other hand let the
receipt be but 5o0/. and it will coft 20/. per cent. it

does not therefore follow, that if the revenue coft more

per cent in one year in the colle&ion than in another,
that therefore the Commiffioners are a fet of corrupt
unprincipled men, who diffipate and fquandsér the

~ public money, to increafe their influence and patro-

nage, the author of the letter fays, he never could ac-
count for the prefent {yftem of excife, except upon the
principle of influence and patronage, it would be
well if the author would explain himfelf, and thew

how the prefent fyftem increafes either, and if it

does, whofe patronage or influence it is; do the

Commiffioners of the Revenue who are here alluded
- to, appoint any Officers of the Revenue, are they

not all appointed by government, at the recommen-
A o dation

- the fum collected, neither of which points are yet

[
dation'of different gentlemen, and are they not tf‘le
friends of thofe gentlemen; to whom they owe theit
employments: L

But to return to the fubjec, I fay if the fcheme
of a compofition is to lower the rate of pelle@a_on,;
it muft be thewn, either that the expence will be
decreafed, and that the Revenue will remain -equal
to what it has been, or that the expence will not in-
creafe, and that the Revetiue will; when one of

thefe is proved, either by argument or experience,

I fhall agree to the Author’s aflertion, but. in the
mean time I fhall certainly withhold my affent.

When the gentleman inveftigates this part of ths
{ubjet, I would recommernd it fo him to recollect,
that the Officers of Excif¢ inuft attend to the Brew-
ery, the Tobacco bufinefs and the - permitting of:
imported goods, as well ds to the dﬁ"ﬂ!l;{}(, and to
enquire from thofe who can - inform himi fruly, how
many Excife Cfficers could: be {pared, in ‘_Vc_afe»_ the
diftillery was never to be attefided: to- more,ﬁand;le;
him enquire at the fame time, what effect an increafe
of Excife Officers, and an ‘increafe of their falaries
might have upon the collection of the Revenue_:.v

‘"The gentleman has made fnany v.affgrtioﬁs,and
calculations upon the rate of colleting the revenue
in general, and -the E'}ch,if.e,;in.parfclcular_,:._ i glmoﬁ
every one of which he is miftaken, but it \tff)llldf-bﬁ?
very little to the prefent purpofe. to follow him. mi-
nutely through thefe affertions, I ﬁ}all-fthe\r,eforeégnly
touch upon one or two.. - o R
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“ he Revenue he Jays is collected at mo igs thai 1 ’7

“ per cent, the Excife collection wmuff coff a great deal
 wncre efpecially in the counrry.” S ’

- The revenue viries every year in its produce, f{o
muit the collection of it alfo in the incidental parf
of its expence, the proportional rate of its colleti=
cn muft therefore vary every year, when therefore if
is afferted that it coils 17 pet cent, it muft mean
upon an average, now the fi&t is, that the expence
of collettion never did amount to i% per cent, ex-
cept in one fingle year, the laft year flated in the
Public Accounts it amounted to i 5 per cent and the
average of ten years is about 14,—it is not there-
fote fair to'ftate the expence of collection at 17 per
cent. ' - o ' o -

- As to the Excife, the collection of it in the fame
year coft about ‘15 per cent upon the ‘whole, and
certainly that part of it collected in the country,
.cofts. more than that colleted in great towns, for
this clear reafon, that the Diflillers in the country

have more opportunities for fraud than they have it |

towns, but is: that the fault of the governors of
the Revenue, or is that to be adduced as a convin-

~ cing reafon, why the diftillery thould be encouraged
- In the country, in prefererice to great towns; the

law fays that Diftillers /hall be licenced in all market
towns, a Diftiller inclined fo fraud, looks out for
that market town, where le can carry on his trade
at the greateft diftance from the Officers of Excife,
he finds one at feven miles diftance from any Officer,
and there commences bufinefs, he cannot be vifited

‘perhaps oftner than twice a week, the confequence
Is that he works as he chufes, and underfells the

fair trader, this is reprefented to the Commiffioners,

they
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they cannot prevent him froma licence, a}l thf,y P((:alila
do is to create a new Officer to attend this fingle ll,
the moment the new Gauger . takes up his reﬁde.ngc
near him, the Diftiller declaies off and‘ﬂops'wor.lfgln}%,.
if the Officer be removed. he ‘goes on again, 1t the
Gauger remains he never works, fo that there 1s in
all {uch cafes, an expence:incurred to the ’collecft_lc'n;
of 40/. a'year; and no rcyenu;iprodu‘.ced,k thefe and
fuch like inconveniencies certainly. exift atthis da_}’:‘
but it reinains'to’ be proved that all inconveniencies
would be removed by the new. propofed fcheme,: and
that no new ones; of as great or greater, mag'm.tix'lrd:c

would be introduced.

" "T'he next affertion I fhall take notice of is this, he

fays, « That the natural bias and, tendency-of: a Diftiller

< s t0.the country, where his grains, wafh Sc. may. feed
“ cartle moft advantageonfly, his- grand article of hex-
« penge is fire, why drz‘vq a nfmzuﬁzﬁyrer by ﬁre ‘fc_g; ere
. fuel and every other-article.1s dearefl;—-no anfwer.can
« “be grven. to all this but that the intereft and conveni
“ ence of . the Revenue . Officer. 15 chiefly eomfulted
\,‘[/Zmug/wut 3}1‘?/.11.5 wdgn T R E

"1 do believe that the natural bias and tendency of

the Diftillers is to the country, but whether for the
reafon here given I cannot affert, it is not a plc%afant
thing to be obliged to exprefs harfh opinions ot.any
fet of men, all’ I-fhall ‘therefore  fay is; that it 1s

nities of _pra_c“tiﬁng frauds inithe country. . RS

poflible. it may be becaufe they have better opportu-

CAsto the argument that fire is the .chief expence,
and -that it is cheaper in .the country, tha_tk ».-r?n?alps‘
to be proved, firing is an.article whichvaries in 1ts
price almoft every where, in fome places it is h1gher

EZ and
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and in others lower in price, and yet there are Diftil-
lers in thofe parts where it is higheft, ‘fo . that they
do not always fettle’ by choice where firing is the
cheapeft, Diftilleries which are faid" to' be in the
country,  are in fact in country towns, pay they
muft be in market towns, now to enforce the Au-

- thor’s argurent, a {tatement muft: be ‘made of the
price of firing in every place where Diftilleries are

erected, and it muft be thewn, that the prefent laws.

force the Diftillets to gé where it is higheft, before
any mancan agree to this affertion; when this flate-
ment is made," I doubt: not but it may appear, ' that
firing is nearly if not entirely as cheap in the Me-
tropolis as in any part of Ireland, unlefs it be about

the Collieries, and’I muft obferve ithat if we are to

Judge by the dutypaid; T'do not believe that there

are any confiderable Diflilleries near any of the Cols.

lieries in this kingdom, i

- The Author of ‘the Tserfes &e. next for what pur-

pofe I really do not'know, is “pleafed to intreduce a

Pamphlet  written forhe “years ‘agb upon the then
ftate of the Brewery of this kingdom, he obferves,
(14

That 1n this Pamphlet there is a Table, exhibiting (as
it fays) accurately, and ar one’ view the confumption

“ of foreigi and domeftic fpirits in this Kingdom, from

«

1703 10 137y thclufive, from which it appears that
“ the number of gallons'4f: Soreign fpirits “confumed is
“ confiderably miore than double of ‘the Home-made. * Had

“ this'been given as the proportion of gallons wwhich pay

“ duty 1" fhould:not: hirve arraigned  the faél. - But the
« annual confumption of home-made fpirits 15 placed at
“ but fomewhar above one million of gallons.  Now it wil}
not be densed that - above. two millions of our people
“ are Whifkey drinkers 5 but two. guarts of that liguor, i3

L avery
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“ qverymoderate quantum truly, for the anwual confump-
“ tion of individuals guilty of fuch frequent ebrieties.

- He goes on ““ but it wz’ZZ 17? f(zz'd,l éf thefe two millions

“ of people a great many women and children never tafle

“ Whifkey, and I fhall for peace fake admit it and

@«

¢ Juppofing that only a twentieth part of them drinks it
“ what will be: the confequence, why the twentieth per~
. fon will wot have the full of the fmallelt wine glafs
“ for his daily confumption, either then the Irifh are the.
“ Jobereft nation on the face of the earth, or this muft be
“ the worft founded fact that ever Was put on paper, yet
“ upon this and fuch like facls is the code of our Exife
“ laws built, ~ Laws which: defeat thetr own end, the
“ ratfing of a Revenue, and are productive of fuch mul-
“ siplied mifchief and mifery to the kingdom at large.”
The Author of théfe obfervations in another part
of his letter fays, that the largenefs of the ground
he has taken, makes it unneceffary for him' to dif-

claim perfonality, and yet it is hard to attribute to

any other motive fo grofs a ‘mil~reprefentation -of
the Pamphlet he attacks.. - IR DA

The Table which he mentions:was introduced into

the Pamphlet on the Brewery, for the purpofe of
- confuting an’ opirion . propagated by the Brewers,

that the increafed - confumption of Spirits “was  the

. principal caufe of the decline of the Brewing Trade,
. this Table: therefore thewed at ome view, the quan-
. tity of Spirits imported - and diftilled at home from
- the time the Brewing "T'rade. was at the higheft to the
- date of the Pamphlet, as they appeared :from - the
- Cuftorn-houfe books, in order t6-fhew. that taking
- the whole ‘together,. there was a trifling: increafed
. confumiption’ of Spirits, now there was no - fort of

.occafion -
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occafion in this argument, to touch upon the quan-
tity: of Spirits privately diftilled, or to make any

they were very much the fame in every year, and

therefore the adding them to each year could make

no variation in the proportion of the confumption.

Iﬁ order to 1hewijw.he.the‘r h;QS dbfervéﬁoﬁ‘was, or
was not well founded, I fhall quote the whole of

the introdution to this "T'able,

[ 34

66 3. T

- This opinion has been taken up by fome; on obferving
“. g very gréat increafe in- the importation of Rum, fince |
 that period 5 and by others on feeing. the increafe i | .
““ the Revenue on Spirits, and this latter was {/ze guide .
<« qohich the Commuttee took, as appears from the accourt .

< annexed to their report. .. .

S Théfirft Clafs ‘do: mot confider. the ‘,mufes of the in- [
“creafed importation of . Rum ;. they lave.not perhaps ai-|
“ guainted with the various alteratioirs avhich have beeﬂg
“ made in the law relating to this article,  fince the 33
“ Geo..od. Ch. 2.8 nor with the effec. which thefe altera-
“: tions have had upon this trade ;. they forger that there

¢é

“ there is an increafe. of inhabitants,. if not.of riches m

“ this countryy which caufe- an incréafed confumption

“ aud thife who judge from Revenue forget that to.an. .
s - “ inereafd.

< J have reafon to believe that the public 1n general

“ are very mitch miftaken in . the idea they have concerv- =
< ed, of the vaft ncreafe in.the confumption of [piritsy
. [ have often heard: it confidently afferted, that the con= .
< fumption of. [pirits-had increafed threefold. of what 1t
was in the year 1763, when the Brewery was high-

< are other [pecies of [pirits confumed befides’ Rum s bt
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< gucreafed confumption, there are added increafed duties,

computation of them, becaufe that it was fuppofed “ and neither clafs recolledt that the Ceffion of the Ifle of

44

Man to the Crown, makes a wvery confiderable diffe-
rence, as the very great clandefline importation of Spi-
“rits from thence previous to its cffion, never could ap-
“ pear either in the accounts of importation or revenue,
although they made a confiderable part of the confump-
tion of the Country, that fwugghng trade being now
at an end, the [pirits legally exported to fupply the.
place of 11, make their appearance in the Cuftom-houfe
books, and in the revemue, and in the latter they ap-
pear much increafed tn number of gallons, becaufe
“ of the mmrreafed duties. : S '

“

11
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“ But inorder to enable the public to fee accurately.
and at one view what the increafed confumption of
Spirits, and the decreafe in the confumption of Irifh
Malt Liguor has been, I here fubjoin a table contain-
ing the quantity of [pirits imported into or diftilled in
this kingdom for 14. years from 1763 diftinguifhing
each year, and I add the quantity of Beer and Ale
¢ brewed i the fame period, with its produce in reve-

A 7’1”6"’ : . . 4. :

Then followed‘ the "T'able which ftated the pro-
duce of the Diftillery in the year 1777 at 1,115,352
gallons. o ‘ -

‘Now I think it muft appear that it is a grofs mif~
reprefentation to affert that this Table was meant
as an accwrate account of the confumption of the
Spirits diftilled in this kingdom, by the fair and the
fraudulent Diftiller, and therefore that the conclufion
drawn from this aflertion, viz. that the fact was the °
worft founded, that ever was put upon paper, isnot
true, and of courfe that his obfervation, that upmé

cT - fucl
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fuch falfe facts the code of Excife laws is built, is
equally without foundation.

As to the Gentleman’s ingenious calculdtions of
.the. number of Whifkey drinkers, and the quantity
that each drinks I fhall not follow him through them,
1 fhall only obferve that if the code of Excife laws
- were framed upon fuch fats, and fuch calculaticns,
they would be probably very abfurd laws indeed.

" He tells us,  That it will not be denied that above
““ tawg millions of our people are W hifkey drinkers«—and
in the very next paragraph he fays, “ but it will ‘be
“ faid that of thefe two million of people, a great many
“ awomen and children never tafte Whifkey s and 1 jhall
¢ admit it for peace fake.’ o

I'really do not know who will fay this; but I 4m
certain that whoever either did, or does fay fo, will
‘be guilty of what is called as egregious a Bull as
ever was uttered or put on paper.

The Gentleman afterwards obferves that « JF '

“ the Commiffioners had cogmzance of only 1,115,352
“ gallons in 1777, and of but 1,094,026 1 1779,
- and if 1t be a poftulate which every body will grant,
“that 1t is not a tenth of the confumption of the whole
<« kingdom, may 1t not be fairly fuppofed that the Excife
““might be trebled “even without the benefit of expor-
 tation.” . AT : :

If this Gentleman had an inclination to argue
upon what is the confumption of this country at this
“day, he need not have recurred fo what appeared
to be the quantity which paid duty in either 1477,
~er 1449, but might have argued from what gaxd‘

[ 4t ]

duty in 1981 and 1782, but that would not have

,anfwered the purpofe of mif-reprefentation fo well,

however that he may have an opportunity of doing
it if he pleafes, I fhall inform him, that it appears
from the Cuftom-houfe bocks that 1,787,298 gal-

lons paid duty in 1781, and 2,043,620 in 1782,

from which he may fee that the Excife on Spirits
might be and is doubled fince 1779, without either
the help of his Poftulate, which 1 take leave to de~"
ny, or of his new fchemes, and if he will read the
law, as I before obferved, he will find that the whole
duty being drawn back upon exported Spirits, the
Excife will not be much benefited by exportation.

In order to fhew that the Excifeis colleted “at
double 17 per cent, he -argues that the number of
gallons of Spirits diftilled in 1779 was 1,094,026
which paid, duty 63838/ 3s. 84. . that there were a
certain number. of - collectors and officers &¢. and
that this made a certain expence  and {o draws his
conclufion.- ~ ~ -

- Now I begleave to fay that if evety part of his
premifes were true, (which is not the cafe) his con-
clufion on the whole would be falfe, for what he
wants to prove is,. that the expence of colleéting the
Excife on Spirits is very great, and would be faved
by his new.mode of collection, now in the expence
which he fates as he fuppofes accurately, is included
the expence of colleGing .other branches of the Re-
venue, and if his fcheme was adopted it would leffen
the expence little or nothing for few if any Officers
could be laid down. . L

I maft alfo obferve that if the gentleman had an
ichnation to flate faés truly, or make his calcula-
‘ i) tion
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tion fairly, he cught to have flated them from the |
produce of the year 1782 and not from 1779, which. 1
he took in preferefice to 1777 becaufe the Excife '
happened to bé lower in that year. '

‘Again this gentleman has mif-reprefented grofsly | .
the operation of the late Revenue law concerning
"Tobacco of home-growth, which he ftates in a
Note thus, ‘ ‘

< P flattered ourfelvés that grotoing obacco rmight

% have ferved part of our confumption, and-thereby kept

“ gt heme [ome of thofe vaft [ums which now go alroad
“ for that luxury, now a neceffary, both to rich and

< pecr, but the News-papers of the day flew that the

“ ery reverfe s the [prit of the Revenne Law, for
“ though it does not actually tax our ‘home-growth, it
“ lays it under the pains and penaltics of fine and for-
< feiture, if the farmer does not fubmit to Excife jurif~ ..
“diction, even the fixteenth part of an acre.” o

And at the conclufion of the note he has thefe
words, « Now I queflion whether double that quantity
“ (viz. 5o acres) has as yet been cultivated in all Ire-
“Jand, yet the Conumiffioners already meditate taxation ;

“ aphich will probably be premature 20 years hence.—"

" Now if the gentleman had béen at the trouble of
reading even this part of the late ‘law inftead of ‘the
News-papers, he would have found that the regula-
tions refpefting ‘T'obacco were' calculated not to

fubje¢t the growers of it to Excife jurifdi¢tion, with g

a premeditated purpofe of taxing 'it, but to encou~
rage the growth of it, by proteting the grower of -

it from a dangerous rival in the gland_cﬁine\ir:nporfei‘
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of (muggled Tobacco, and the very preamble might
have thewn him fo much.

“ [Phereas there is reafon to apprehend that feveral -
“ frauds may be committed by perfons clandeftinely land-
“ ing Tobacco, and vending the fame as Tobacco of the
“ growth of this kingdwm; for prevention whereof be
“ g enatied, ¢, o

The Law then enalts that fuch perfons as grow
Tobacco for fale, which may be fuppofed to be
fuch as plant the fixteenth part of an acre or more,
fhall give notice to the Collector of the quantity &c.
and that fuch quantity fhall be permitted to any
place defired, ’ o .

- Now the operation of the law is—fir{t there was a

difficulty heretofore upon the planter of "T'obacco,
for when he had it ready for market he could not
get a permit to protect it, becaufe the Officer could
not tell whether it was fmuggled or lrith grown To-
bacco, and the confequence was that feveral parcels
of real Irith T'obacco were {eized upon their remo~
val from the place of growth, the Officer now know-
ing the quantity every man grows, muft under this
law grant him a pernut or protection for his Tobac-
o on its removal, '

~ Again the Smuggler taking advantage of the law
which did not require that Irith grown Tobacco
thould be proteéted by a Permit on removal, always
pretended when his fmuggled ‘Tobacco was deteét-

~ed in its carriage from one place to another without

a Permit, that it was Irith grown Tobaeco, and as

-thofe gentry {eldom want people to {wear any thing,

they often protected their {muggled Tobacco, by
: Foa - fwear-
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fwearing that it was Irith, and it was very difficult
to prove the negative; this law therefore was made
to protect Irith grown Tobacco on its carriage, by

giving it a Permit, and to defend it from {fmuggled

Tobacco, by taking away from the latter that pro-

te&tion which it derived from affuming the name of | "

Irith grown Tobacco, and this Law made with the
beft intentions, is grofsly mif-reprefented and endea-
voured to be made odious, by News-paper writers
and Gentlemen who write Pamphlets on {ubje&s of
which they are ignorant, or which if they under-
ftand they intentionally mif-reprefent. |

I fhall now take my leave of the Letter to his
Grace the Duke of Portland, and in anfwer to the
numerous letters and eflays which appear every day
in the News-papers, I fhall obferve, that the abufe
they contain againft the Commiffioners of the Reve-
nue, againft Individuals of that Board, and againft
the Revenue Bills of 178q and 1482, is founded
upon a total ignorance of thofe laws; they ftate two
fatts both of which are falfe, and they argue from
them. = o o

"The firft is that t’hdfe laws have coﬁﬁneci the Dif~

~ tilleries to cities and market towns only—if there be

any new reftraining Claufe in either of thefe as to
this purpofe let it be ftated to the public, I have very
carefully read over both acts and I can find no {uch.

The truth is, that the A& of the 33d. Geo. 2d.
did enact that no perfon after the 24th. June, 1760,
thould diftil for fale, except in Stills fixed in fome
COtpO'rate town, or town where markets arc con
ftantly kept, or where they fhall be licenced to keep
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The A& of the 13th and rath Geo. 3d. Enacted,
that no perfon fhould make ufe of any fiill or other
veffel for making or diftilling {pirits, before he or
fhe fhall be licenced thereunto by the Commiffioners
of Exeife, undar this ac the Commiffioners could
by refufing licence, have prevented a Diftiller from
carrying on his trade, except in fuch places as they

fhould chufe.

By the 15th and 16th Geo. 3d. it is enacted that
the Commiffioners thall grant licences to all perfons
intending to erect diftilleries, who alually refide,
within any town where markets are ufually held, and
which markets were actually eftablithed before the
24th June 1774, | o |

- The late Revenue Law of 1782 ena&s, that no
licence fhall be granted to any Diftiller not refiding
in a market town, unlefs a Gauger fhall b_e ftation~

ed in flich place.
- And thus the law ftands at this day.

The other fact is that {pirits cannot be now ex-
ported without payment of a high duty.

The falfity of this affertion I have already thewn,
for T have referred to the Laws which give a full
drawback of all duty on fpirits exported, I have
fhewn that this full drawback was firft given by the
act of 1780, and that great pains have been taken
in the act of 1982 to render that encouragement ef-
fettual by altering the regulations under which it
was to be received, {o as to enable any exporter ea-
fily to obtain it, it is therefore to be hoped that thefe
mean arts made ufe of to deceive the public and to -

B in-
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inflame them againit laws intended and calculated
for the public good will not have the effect withed
for by interefted and defigning men, if the public
will but take the pains to examine the laws with
their own eyes and to fee the principles upon which
they are founded, they will find them to be the libe~
ral idea of fupporting the fair dealer, againft the
fraudulent one, and of putting the whole trade up-
on an equal footing, as far as can be done, and
they will find that the dread entertained by the unfair
trader, left {uch falutary effects thould be produced,
is the true reafon why a c¢lamor is endeavoured to be
raifed, why general invective and abufe againft indi-
viduals has appeared n abundance, and Why mur-
murings and complaints have been thrown out a-
gainft Thefe bills, flating that they were oppreflive
and deftroyed the di {‘cl}luw trade, that nine in ten of
the Diftillers had quit the buﬁnefs and that the reft
muft follow; if grievances G‘ﬂﬁ under thefe laws,
let them be par t]eu},aﬂy {pecified, let the clauies
which are oppreflive be recited, and their tendency
and operation pointed out, and if they are not de-
fenfible, lot them be reoealed but general declama-
tion a lthough it may deceive fome men into an ima-
gination that the trade is oppreﬁed can never con-
vince thofe whofe duty obhgee them to be acquaint-
ed with the real ftate of the diftillery, and therefore
it can anfwer no purpofe as to them.

Having examined into thofe caufes which have
been pubhel y affigned why the diftilling trade of
this country cannot flourifh, as it is carried on at
prefent, and having endedvoured to thew that they
are not the true ones, and if they were that the re-

medies propofed would not remove them; I fhall. v

mow fiate to the pubhe my own opinion upon the
| fituation
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fituation of the diftillery, and propofe what appears

_to me to be the true remedy.

It is allowed on all hands that the Diftiller aéting
fairly and paying the full duty, has not had a fuffi-
cient profit by his bufinefs, but the queﬁxon 1s to
what 1s it owing, that he has not, and I fay that it
is not to the duty on Spirits bemor too high, but to
‘the price of home-made Spirits bemo too low, and
that the true and enly method of putting the dif-
tillery on d proper footmo, 1s by 1e0ulatmg 1t {o as
to raife Jh pr me of ifs produce

T have alnady ehdeavoured to fhew that the duty
it not too high, and that the price of {pirits might be
raifed Wlt‘iout danger of rivalthip from forelgn {pi=
rits, I fhall now attempt to thew to what the prefent
low price of {pirits is owing, the mode of raifing it
to a proper ftandard, and the deantageo us confe-
q"enees that Would follow R - :

There are feveral advantaoes to be obtamed by
reoulatmo the diftillery. o

“The firt is to cheque as much as. pofhble the
dreadful and inordinate ufe of Spmts "Lmong the
lower orders of the people. SEP

The next is fo long as: this vice does prevaﬂ te
turn it as far as may be to the advantage of the pub-
lic, by producmg therefrom a revenue.

Another great obje& s to make the dlﬁ:lllanon of
Spirits,  of as much ufe to the aorlculture of the
kmgdomas may be. SRR RS gl

And




And every one of thefe ends would be obtained,
if the diftilling trade of this country was put upen a
proper footing. ' v

The exceeding cheapnefs of Spirits is the princi-
pal caufe of the dreadful ‘and fhocking increafe of
drunkennefs among the common people, and of all
thofe vices and crimes which follow from that mad-
nefs which accompanies intoxication by Spirits.

It is the parent of that wretchednefs, poverty and
mifery which we fee continually in eur freets, it is

~owing to this, that we find our manufa&urers and

tradefmen remaining idle from Saturday to Tuelday,
and frequently to Wednefday in every week, in a
ftate of intoxication, and when their own idlenefs
prevents their being able to earn fufficient to {fupport
their families; we find them running to Whifkey
houfes, and entering into combinations to force an
increafe of wages, which by raifing the price of our
manufatures too high, prevents the fale of them,
and ultimately brings down on themfelves double
mifery. :

From this alfo arifes-the diftrefs of the Diftiller,
for if he cannot get a fufficient price for his Spirits,
he cannot make a profit by his trade. . '

- And from hence foliows of . courfe the difcourage-
ment of agriculture, for if the Diftiller cannot ob-
tain a good price for his Spirit, of courfe he cannot
give a good price for the corn from which it is made.

~ If ‘what I'ha,ve here ;ﬁated'be“tr.ué-, i,t-_}folvlowsv,that
whatever tends to bring up the price of. home-made

- Spirits to a fair and proper flandard, ought to be

highly
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highly encouraged, as being the only adequate re-
medy for the evils already pointed out. '

Itis felf evident that the lowering the duty, al-
though it might give 4 profit to the Diftiller, muft
yet bring the Spirits cheaper to market, and thereb

increafe the evils at prefent exifting, for it is abfurd

to fay, that it would defiroy the unfair Diftiller, fo

long as any duty exifts, fo long he who avoids the
payment of any part of that duty, will have an ad-
vantage over im who pays the whole, and this ad-
vantage will always produce fraud in a degree, this
is common fenfe, and this is experience, for when
the duty on Whifkey was but 4. there were pri-
vate and fraudulent Diftillers, as may appear from
the flatutes made to check and prevent their prac-
tices at that pericd. | S |

Altho’ T have faid that the lowering the duty mighs
give a profit to the Diftillers, yet I am by no means
certain that it would anfwer that end, for if the duty
was lowered to any given fum, which would give
the diftiller a profit, provided that his fpirits conti~
nued to bear the fame price they do now, yet it is
ecrtain as before ftated, that he who did not pay even
this duty, would have an advantage over him that
did, and be able to underfell him, by fomuch as he
faved in duty, and flill have a profit equal to that
of the fair Diftiller, who muft then be reduced to
the neceflity he is under at this day, of lowering the
price of his {pirits to a proportion with the fraudu-
lent Diftiller, or otherwife they will remain on hig
hands, -and whatever deducion is thus made from
the price, is fo. much taken from the profit of the -
Diftiller, who will after a time be left juft where he
s at prefent, and a further reduion of duty will

R G | be
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be neceflary, and this muft, go on until there re.
mains no duty; whereas if any means can be de- |
vifed to raifz the price of Spirits, and keep themup,

E
1

i

every inconvenience will be rerhoved, vice, immo-
rality, and idlenefs will be checked, the Difliller
will be put upon a refpectable footing, the revénue
will be increafed, and agriculture will be highly be-
nefited. o ~

In order to fee how this remedy s to be applied,
it is neceflary to point out the caufes why Spirits do
not bear a fair price at this day in the market. -

Having already fhewn that no foreign or import-
ed Spirit could contend in this market with Whifkey
at 3s.3d.a gallon, it is clear that it is not the rivalfhip
of imported Spirits that we are to look to for the caufe,
no other Spirits therefore can contend with thofe of
the fair Diftiller, except {uch as are produced by the
fraudulent Diftiller, he it is who by underfelling the
man who pays the duty, obliges him alfo to difpofe
of his Spirits at an undervalue.

It is neceflary here to obferve, that there are two
fpecies of fraudulent Diftillers, the private Diftiller
who pays no duty, and the licenced ' Diftiller who
pays as little duty as he can, it is owing to the not
diftinguifhing betiveen the fair and the fraudulent
licenced Diftiller, that very falfe conclufions are
drawn by fome men, upon the operation of the late

revenue laws.

The Writér of the ':-}ett_érf to the Duke of _Portland
among others, divides the Diftillers inito licenced and

private, and - conceiving that there is no difference’

between licenced Diftillers, he rails at the late laws
- as

as tending to oblige them to pay more duty than
they are able, and thereby alting as a premium to
fraud in the private diflillery; but I fhall fhew in
its proper place, that the great enemy to the prof-
perity “of the diftillery, is the fraudulent licenced
Diftiller, and that he is the great cbject of regula-
tion. ‘ ' :

It may be faid that the fraudulent Diftiller will
fell his Spirits for as much meney as he can, altho’ hs
pays no duty.

This is certainly true, but from the very nature
of his bufinefs, he muil fell his fraudulently diftilled

- Spirits and get rid of them as foon as poffible, for

if he be a private Diftiller, if the Spirits are found
with him, he not enly forfeits them, but is alfo fined,
in proportion to the quantity found, and if he be a

licenced Diftiller, who works privately, as flock is

kept upon him and he is conftantly vifited, he muft
allo get rid of his piivate Spirits, with all poflibls
expedition, otherwife they will be feized, and he
fined according to their quantity, the ready way
therefore for both thele perfons to difpole quickly of'
their Spirits, is to fell them under the price, at
which the fair Diftiller can afford to fell his; and
it muft be evident, that of the two, the fraudulent

licenced Diftiller is under a greater neceflity -of get-

ting rid of his Spirits, than the private one, becaufe
the latter has a chance of not being found out for a

~confiderable time, wheareas the former is or ought

to be vifited conftantly and have his Stores &%, rum-
maged, whenever there is juft caufe of {ufpicion.

G 2 “This
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‘This neceflity for fale, induces a competition for

“cuftomers, and that obliges the unfair Diftiller to fell

under the proper and natural price.

It was a competition {or cuftomers, which deftroy-

‘ed the Brewing trade of this kmgdom the mode pur-

fued was juﬁ what is now defcribed, fome Brewers
underfold others, which obliged all to lower their
prices, or lofe their cuftomers, and this went fo far at
laft, that the Brewers could not put afufficient qua

ﬁty of materials into their refpective Malt Liquors,
and the confequence was that the public reforted to

* imported Beer and Ale, and to other liquors, which

nearly ruined the Brewing trade “of this kingdom,

and the very fame confequences will follow from the

lowering the price of Whifkey, if fome mode be
not adopted to ﬁop its progrefs. '
The mode then that I propofeis, to put all

Diftillers as nearly upon the fame footing as is pof—
fible, :

I knew but of two ways of doing this, cither by

taking away all duties, or by rnflkum all Diftillers

pay the duties that exift.

"Of thefe modes the firft would in my humble

-opinion be deftrutive to this country, as it would ' |
enable the common people to indulge in that vice, '
which at prefent bids fair to overturn all morality
and induftry among them, and as it would tot-aﬁ‘.y B
“averthrow the Brewing trade of this kingdom, a

- trade in every light more to be encouraged than the :
dt{’ullery and which confumes at prefent 320000 . |

barrels of corn, and as it would depuve the pubhc
not only of the prefent revenue on {pigits,
ef

but alo
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of that on Beer and Ale, making togcthex about

230,000/, a year.

The onl\/ practicable method thexefore for effe&t-
ing this defirable ‘purpofe, is by endeavouring as
well as we are able, to force thofe who now defraud
the revenue, to pay equally with the fair Diftiller,

- and thereby prevent his being able to underfell him,

and if we can do this, we fhall enable the fair le

tillers to put a reafonable price upon their fpirits,

and to make a proper proﬁt by their bufinefs.

~ For this end then was adopted that {yftem, whlch ,
is contained in the fo much abufed laws of the 19th

and 20th Geo. 3d.Ch. 12, and the 21ft, and 22d of
thefa me King, Ch. 15.

'The objeétions made to thzfe iaws are, that fhm,
are calculated againft the public licenced Dittiller,
and of courfe in Favour of the private Diftiller, and
that by the encouragement which they hold out to
large ftills, which are generally fituated in great
towns and are poffeffed” by men of large capitals,
they deftroy the little Diftillers in the country, and

‘thereby take away the market for comn, which the

ffnmez at prefent poffefles.

In order to anfwer th=fe objecticns, it is neceffary -

to recur to the obfervation before made, that the fair
Diftiller has two enemies to deal with, the private
Diftiller who pays no duty at all, and the fraudulent
licenced Diftiller, who pays as httle as he can, and
I thall now endeavour to fthew, that it is to the lat-
ter, that the mifchief done to the fair trader is chreﬂv
to be attrxbutcd :

‘The
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The private ditillation of fpirits is in general
carried on in flills much under the legal fize, that is
they contain from 10 to 5o gallons, but the far

greater number of them are {mall, they are conftruc-

ed of the moft wretched materials, tin with wooden
heads, that when they are feized the owners may be
enabled the eafier to replace them, fuch ftills there-
fore can work but a fmail quantity at a time, wherce-
as every ftatutable flill, being at leaft of the fize of
200 gallens, every time that fuch ftill can be work-
ed oft privately, it does as much mifchief as from
10 to 20 of the fmall cnes can do. ‘

The private Diftillers of this country are a fet of
ths pooreft and moft wretched people in the commu-
nity, I appeal to every reader’s breaft, whether he
ever kinew a man who made a fortune by private
diftillaticn, if then no man has been knows to make
a fortune by that trade, where it is clear he has an
advantage of 144. a gallon in the firft inftance, is it
pofiible to conceive, that it has been carried on to
any very great extent by any man, the truth is, that
the dangers which attend on this private trade are

{uch, thatit is carried on merely for the immediate

fupply of a few individuals round about fuch Diftil-
keis; and the (pirits produced by it are generally con-
fumed hot frem the fhll, they could not lie out of
their monesy, nor dare they venture to keep any
quantity of {pirits on hand, left the Excife Officer
fhould pay them a vifit. '

- This is the flate of the private diftillery, from
which there is not that danger which is generally
apprehended, but this is not the cale of the licenced
ftills.

in
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TIh order to thew what mifchief they do, I muft
vake a view of the trade in general, as it appears
upon the face of the Cuftom-houfe accounts,

- In taking a view of this kind, ;YJG muft {ta'.t'e our
accounts from the quantity of Whifkey which pays

duty, T fhall therefore compute the quantity which

each Diftiller ditlils, from the duty which he pays.

Upon this foundation I will ftate the fituation of
the diitillery of Ireland in the year immediately pre-
vious to the introduction of the prefent fyftem.
‘There were in Ireland during the courfe of the year
ending Lady-day 1779, 1 152 1lills, the whole contents
of which in gallons was 287,507,that is on an average
cach {lill contained, as near'as poflible without go-
ing into fractions, 250 gallons ; the number of gallons
which paid duty in that year was 1,094,02 3, thatis
cn an average each ftill paid for lefs than 4 gallons,
for each gallon that it contained, fo that each 1iill
containing 250 gallons paid duty for lefs than 1000
gallons. R -

Now if thefe flills had worked on Spirits only
once in cach week, they would have produced in
the year 17 % gallons for every gallon they contain-
ed, but they paid for lefs than"_fof\lr., therefo;’e l'hey
paid for lefs than % of one working in cach week.

From this it appears, that if each ftill in the k‘ing-.
dom worked but once a week on Spirits in that year,
that the Revenue loft 2 of the duty they ought to
have paid, and there is no man that is acquainted
with the diftillery, that muft not know that they
work much oftener. |

' But
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But left this' thould be denied, I will thew that

they muft work fo often, or that they could not
have a fufficient profit by their trade.

1 have fhewn that on an average each ftill con-
tained 250 gallons, when thefe ftills work upon Spi-
rits, there muft be room left in the ftill for the ex-
panfion of the fpirit in the procefs of diftillation,
viz. ;L. of the content of the ftill, which would be
in this cafe about 21 gallons, the remainder then
would be 229 gallons. ' :

"This then being the quantity of finglings put into
the ftill; will produce L of Spirits, or 76 gallons %,
now if we allow the Diftiller a clear profit of 3d.a
gallon after all expences on thefe 76 gallons i, the
profit will be no more than 1g9s. 14. in cach week,
or in the year, 49/. 16s. 4d.

"This fum might enable a man to live, but could
not be called a profitable trade, if the bufinefs was
carried on to this extént, but when the real ftate of
it is confidered, every man muft fec how the fact
ftands.

" “The profit of ’:4'9,1. 165. 4d. is ;:omphted upon a
fuppofition that each Diitiller did work- 52 times in
that year, or once in each week, but it appears from

the duty which they paid, that they did not work

{o often as 13 times in the year, becaufe inftead of
paying for 17 gallons and %, they paid for lefs than
4 that year, therefore as their profit on each work-
ing is but 19s. 14.. they muft have had in that year
a profit of lefs than 12/. 8s. 1d. to each Diftiller.
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‘I'his was the general ftate of the diftillery of this
kingdom in the year 1779, from which it is eafy

| for every man to judge of the frauds that were com-~

mitted upon the revenue, but when it is confidered
that in thi$ ftate the fair Diftiller is included with the

- fraudulent one, and all are {fuppofed to work and
~ payequally, the injury done to him does not appear
 fairly, for I have flated the cafe as if every man
- paid equally, yet it is certain, that fuch of the Dif-
' tillers as worked fairly paid for more than 13 work-
" “ings, and of cotrfe that others paid for lefs, theres
. fore in order to thew clearly to the public the injury

which the fair Diftiller fuftains from the fraudulent
licenced Diftiller, I will here lay before them, a lift

. of the number of flills which exifted in that year,
+ their contents, and produce in {pirits, and the pro-
~ portion they bore to each other, with the duties that
. they paid in every diftrict of the kingdom.

H - A LIST




\}%

A LIST of the Number of Stills in Ireland, with their Contents and Produce of Strong Waters in
Gallons; and the Proportion that their Produce bears to their Contents, and the Duties which they
" paid for One Year, ending Lady-day 1779, in each Diftri¢t of the Kingdom.

Proportion of their

| No. of |Grofs Contents | Produce of Stron . Account of Duties
DISTRICTS. Stills, in galk’ms. “Waters.in gallons.g g?;‘;is.m their - for 1779,

) Gals. 10ths, £ 5. d,
Armagh - 72 15689 28771 1.8 1678 | 6] 2
Athlone - 76 19117 64515 3.3 3763 "1 &

I 269 356 .3 20 | 15| 4

75 15681 16013 iI.0 934 | 1] 10

- 30 12779 34049 2.6 1936 | 31 15

63 14468 30196 2 ;0 1761 | 81 8-

6 2370 8oss 3.4 469 | 17| 6

Donaghadee 11 2758 11086 4 .0 6461 13 ] 8°
35 11006 68818 6.2 4014 711 8-

|{Dublin City o1 27939 228758 8.1 13344 | 4| 4
Dublin County - 10 2823 12927 4 -5 7541 1] 6°
37 8860 39006 4.6 2275 | 7| o

28 7372 13119 1.7 7651 5| 6

29 6442 4150 0.6 242 1| 8

I1 2486 7981 3.2 465 | 11| 2

39 8220 8714 I.0 508 | 6] 4

{Kilkenny - 14 3403 23477 6 .38 136g| 9| 10
17 3961 9797 2 . 4 s71 | 9| 10

2 469 895 I.9 52| 4| 2

2 440 2079 47 21| 51 6.

Londonderry - 58 13008 20251 I.g 118 | 6] 2
20 4639 5554 I .2 3231 19 8

Maryborough 86 22178 96217 4 ¢ 3 5612 | 13| 2
13 2938 10199 34 594 | 18 | 10

93 23876 148698 6.2 8574 | 1| ©

4 1020 4410 4+ 3 2571 5] ©

3 1094 10460 9.5 6o} 3| 4

31 6623 8553 1.3 408 | 18] ©

100 25580 33083 1.2 1929 | 19 | 2

Strangford 15 3606 20755 5.7 1210 | 14 | 2
' 3 788 6768 8.7 3904 | 16| ©
42 10880 73661 6.7 4296 | 17 | 10

|Waterford 2 758 13032 17 .2 7601 4] o
' 8 2258 15786 7.0 g20 | 17| ©
3 1264 IT113 8.1 648 | 51 2

Youghal - 2 443 2719 6.1 1581 12 ] 2
T152 287507 1094023 3.8 63818 ol 2
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From this view of the diftillery may be feen the
very great difproportion that there is between the
working of the Diftillers in the feveral diftri@s of
the kingdom, and the unequal footing upon which
the trade ftood at that day, it appears that in 18 of
the diftricts out of 36, that they paid for lefs than 4
gallons in the year, that 14 of them paid for lefs
than 3 gallons, that.rt of them. paid for lefs than
2 gallons, that 2 of them paid but for 1 gallon, and
1 of them for but fix tenths of one gallon, now lat
me afk any man how is the Diftiller at Waterford,
who appears in this account to have paid for 14 gal-
lons and 2;, to contend with the Dittiller in Cavan
or Killybegs, who pays but for one gallon, or with
him in Foxford who pays but for 185 of one gallon,
and 1 thall here mention a ftrong circumftance, that
there has come more thanonce, W hifkey from the
diftrict of Foxford by land-carriage to Dublin.

Again Jet any man an{wer me how are the Diftil-
fers in thofe diftricts to live, in 18 diftricts they dif-.
til under four gallons for each gallon their fills con-
tain, their profit in the year amouiits to no more
than 11/ gs. od. to each Diftiller in thefe 18 dif-
tricts, which is half the kingdom, in 14 diftricts
they pay for lefs than 3 gallons, the profit on which
upon the principles before ftated, would be but

8 115 od. in.11 diftri@s they pay for lefs than 2

gallons, their profit in thefe diftricts would be but
50 145. 6d. in two diftri@ts. there was but one gal-
lon paid for, the profit on diftillation in thefe diftricks
was but 2/. 175, 3d. and Foxford paying but -8 of
one gallon, their profit on that was but 12 145. 4%.

- In this fme of the proﬁt made by the Diftillers of
thefe 18 diftricts the firft fum of 1 1l. 9s5. od. is not
H2 the
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‘the fame profit as is calculated before upon the
proportion of 4 gallons, and the reafon is, that the
firft calculation was made in round numbers where 1
have fuppofed a diftillation once in cach week to
produce 16 gallons for every gallon the flill contains,
whereas the fact is that it would produce 17}, in
this laft place I have calculated all at 14 gallons, in
both cafes ftating things lefs ftrong than they would
bear.

I have laid before the public the general flate of
“the diftillery of the kingdom, and alfo the general
ftate of it in each dlﬁué’c the firft is ftrong to thew
the frauds put upon the revenue, the fecond {tate
fhews more ftrongly thofe lmpoﬁnons as well as
the difadvantages which the fair Diftiller lies under,
from the modes purfued by the fraudulent licenced

Diftiller, but were I to {tate the cafe upon the work-
ings of individuals, which I'could do, having an
exact account of the fize of every flill in the king-
dom, and the duty paid by each, the cafe would
appear infinitely {tronger, but this is an invidious
tafk which I wifh to decline, however I hope it is
fufficiently manifeft, that there are fome men who
endeavouy to iake themfelves mafters of the ftate
of the diftillery, as well in the country as in great
towns, and that they endeavour to adapt the laws fo
the general {tate of the kingdom, and not to the
convenience of colleCting the Excife alone, although
that is no mconﬁdelable object to the public.

Ifhall mention but one 1" 2& more, the contents
of the licenced ftills of this kingdom at this day are
295,127 gallons, which is equal to 29,512 private 10

gallon ﬁlHS and \Nouid if they waiked frmtdulently
| . ‘ | but
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but twice in the year, do more mifchief than all the
private flills in the kingdom could do in the whole

year.

1 hope I have faid enough to convince every man
who reads thefe facts, that it is the Licenced frau-

" dulent Diftillers from whom the great mifchief
< arlfes

But it will naturally be faid, that feveral of thofe
perfons who now take out 11L€DC€, and who pay of
courfe fome duty, will fo foon as they fhall be
obliged to pay farly, declare off as Diftillers, and
retire with their apparatus to the mountains and
bogs, and carry on a trade without paying any duty

“atall.

If this thould happen, I fhould not think it
would be attended with any very bad effet to the

public.

The perfons who would fo retire, at prefent pay
very inconfiderable duties to the crown, and if the
whole of what they now pay was to be loﬁ' it would
not much effect the revenue or the fair t;ader for I
am certain that they as licenced Diftillers now pro-
duce a much greater quantity of Spirits, for which

‘they do not pay duty, than they could do, if they

were to turn pnvate Dlﬁll ers.

I have alreadv thewn the monﬁrou'; frauds which

~ muft be pra&ifed, in order to give the licenced Dif-

tillers bread, calculating their profits from the num-
ber of gallons for which they pay duty, thefe frauds
may be practifed 1 fear in general with a tolerable
dearee of fafety, by colluﬁon, which but too often
appears
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appears evident to thofe concerned in the manage-
ment of the revenue, but when dete@ion does hap-~
pen, the licenced Difliller may be fined, but his ap-
paratus remains in his pofleflion, and he goes on to
reimburfe himfelf as faft as he can, not {o with the
private Diftiller, for whenever he is detected, he is
not only fubject to fines, &c. but every part of his
apparatus to feizure and forfeiture, for this reafon it
1s, that private Diftillets work with fmall and mife-
rable apparatus, butif the licenced Diftiller is to re-
tire with a flatutable flill, and every other utenfil in,
proportion, a detection will be ruin to him, and that
detection muft foon follow is manifeft, the Officers
of the revenue, fuperior as well as inferior, know
who have been in the trade, where they have lived,

and whérg their land and habitations are fituated, if
thofe people move from thence, and carry their ftills-

&ec. the Officers naturally will .enquire where they
are gone to, they cannot .poflibly in a-country like
this conceal themfelves from enquiry, and carry ona,
trade fuch as diftillation, it will therefore be no eafy
matter for any licenced Difliller to fhift his habitati-
on and his trade, from one place to another, witl-
out ﬂ).e knowledge of the revenue Officers all round
him, if they know where he'is, they will naturally
fulpect what he is about, and will watch him accor-
dingly, collufion will not then fave him, for altho”
he might be able to keep the fingle Officer placed
upon his licenced Diftillery in good humour and his
friend, vet o foon as he commences private Diftil-
ler, he becomes fair game for every Officer, and is
hunted accordingly, although ons Officer .may not
chufe to go into the walk of another, and detect
collufion or fraud, left the iriﬁt might be repaid, yet
where it is not the duty of any particular Officer to
watch a private Diftiller, and where he who can get

o the

ruin.
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the Hrft information, is the proper Officer for the

purpofe, the private Diftiller who has retired frorm
open trade, has a very bad chance of efcaping. or
exifting, he might bribe one, but he canrnot bribe
every Officer, if he does he is ruined that way, if he

‘does not he is deftroyed by feizure, forfeiture and

fie, his ftatutable ftill and large apparatus is an ¢b-

je&t of too much profit, not to invite the Excife
Officer to lay hold on them, and if he who will take

a bribe will not feize it himfelf, he will fend his bro-
ther Officer to do it. ' :

Many circumftances would lead to the difcovery
of fuch Diftiller, a large ftill muft have a large {up-~
ply of cotn, that cannot be bought in private or
carried to any place, without the knowledge of Offi-
cers, who being certain that the Diftiller has retired
with his ftill, are on the watch to find out where the
ftill is at work, this corn cannot be malted, cannot
be ground in private, the {pirits he may produce, if
he works his ftill to advantage, cannot be eafily dif-
pofed of in private; in fhort there are fo many cir-
cumftances againft them that they could not cairy
on fuch a trade for a month, without detection and

‘Thus I think that as private Diftillers they coﬁld
not diftil as great a quantity of fpirits without pay-
ment of duty, as they did when they were licenced,

~and that by their becoming open and declared ene-

mies, inftead of preterided friends, they would be
able to do lefs harm, while they exifted, and that
their exiftence would be of very fhort duration, and
‘as to the lofs of the duty which they now pay, it i$
infignificant in itfelf, -and would be tenfold repaid




[ 64 ]
by the fair Diftiller, fo foon as he fhould get rid of
thefe clogs upon his trade. |

I have endeavoured to prove that it is owing t¢
the fraudulent, that the fair Diftiller cannot carry o
his trade to advantage, that there are two fpecies of

fraudulent Diftillers, the licenced and the private,

and that the great mifchief is done by the formen,
and if I have been io lucky 4s to make this as clear
to others, as itis to myfelf, I have no fears from the
private. Diftiller.

The private diftillation of Spirits could be ftopt
immediately, with the affiftance of the laws now in.
being, if the gentlemen of the country would give
their aid to the Revenue Officers, and I have littls
doubt that when they ferioufly confider the fubjeé,
and confult their own reafon, inftead of taking for
granted the aflertions of foolith and interefted per-
fons, they will fee clearly how much more it is their
mtereft, to encourage and protect the fair, than fo
fuffer the private and fraudulent Diftiller to go on,
to the injury of the trade in general, and almoft al-
ways to the ruin. of himfelf;

I know it has been thought advantageous by fome
gentlemen to encourage private Stills, unhder an idea
that they are of ufe inraifing the price of their land,
by the greater confumption of corn, and of courfe
the raifing the price of it; it has been imagined by
bthers, that if a Diftiller who pays. 14d. a gallon

duty can afford to give a certain. price for corn, that

he who does not pay this 144: can give a higher
price, and it has been: thought alfo that private Dif~
tillers pay for fuch protettion by giving a. high price
for land. |

’ As
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As to the firft idea I think it muft be clear to every
confidering man, that the reverfe is the truth, and
that the private Diftiller muft keep down the price
of land, by keeping down the price of corn, for as

he runs great rifqué of detection, of lofles, of fines -

and penalties, fo he muft lay in his materials as
cheap as poflible, and as he cannot work with equal
advantage as the public Diftiller, becaufe his appa-

~ ratus is not calculated for- to do fo, neither can he

work wheri and how he chufes, he cannot afford to
purchafe large fills, backs, &c. and run the rifque
of lofing them; he derives his power of rivalling
him, merely from his faving of all duty, this a-
mounts to 1s. 24. a gallon, but the many and great
difadvantages he labours under, more than the pub-
lic Diftiller, does fiot leave him in pofleflion of the
full amount of this 1s. 24. then again his {pirits dre
inferior in quality to thofe fairly diftilled, 'in order
therefore to obtain fale he is obliged to underfell the
public Diftiller, this puts the latter under the necef-
ity of committing frauds -on the revenue, and of
fzlling his fpirits under their real valie, this alfo.dif~

ables both from- giving fo geod . a price for the corn
which they ufe; for the higher the' price of fpirits

15, the higher price can be afforded for the material
from whichthefe {pirits’ are eXtracked, this alfo pre-
verts the public Diftiller from: making a fair profit,
and doees not benefit the privaté, for the low price
he gets; and the loffes he {uftains): generally. end in
his ruin, and when he fallsy; he involves with him

- the Farmer and the Maltfter; each: of whom being

intimately conne&ed with the landlerd, the lofs falls

ultimately on him'; théfe dre the. confequences of

private diftilling, -whereas did all aét fairly, all
‘would make much. more of their trade, the public

would be benefited: by reduding the conflumption: of
TR : T vile

J
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vile {pirits among the lower orders of the people;
the revenue by payment of the full’ duty; them-
felves by making a greater profit than they do at

prefent; and ‘the eftates' of gentlemen by the far-
mer’s getting a higher price for his corn. -

Al] thefé advantages would be produced by the
regulation of the diftillery, fo as-to prevent the
frauds now committed in that bufinefs, becaufe {o
foon as.they were at an end, the price of our fpirits
would immediately rife to their natural {tandard, and
if they :thould be brought up even to 3s. 3d. that
would give the Diftiller 84. a gallon more than at
prefent, now as a barrel of Malt will produce fix
gallons of fpirits, the Diftiller would gdin by this
{ix times 84: or 4s. on the produce of every barrel
of Malt, and of courfe he would be enabled to pay
a much higher price for that Malt, than he does at
prefent. T A

~ If the trade was put upon this refpectable footing,

by the fupprefling of private, and enabling the Offi-
cers of the revenue to prevent the fraudulent Diftillers,
the bufinefs would then become a great national ob-
jeét, both for home confumption and for exportation,
men.of large capitals would then embark in the
trade, knowing that they might venture with fafety,
the bufinefs would be carried on upon a great {cale,
thé quantity diftilled would be infinitely increafed,
and the landed gentlemen would then really feel the
benefits of a diftillery. - SR

But it is objeéted alfo, that thofe laws hold out
fuch an encouragement to large ftills, as muft over-
turn all the {mall ones in the country, and as thefe
‘large flills are fituated in great towns.and cities,
. that

= " ) ) ) ’
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that the country will Jofe that market which they
have for their corn. - S

The legiflature has not been able by the encou-
ragement which they have given to great flills, to
perfuade men with capitals to: ereé them, and go
into the bufinefs, becaufe that it is not {ufficient to
put fuch ftills upon a footing with fmall ones; it is
impoflible for thefe of a large dimenfion to commit
the frauds, which can be pradtifed with thofe of
fmall fize, a large flill cannot work off its contents
in-the fame fpace of time that a {mall one can, the
work in which it is fet, and the ftill itfelf cannot be
cooled in fuch time after it is worked, as to deceive
the Officers, or conceal from them what has been
doing, the quantity of pot-ale neceflary to charge
fuch ftills, cannot be {o eafily concealed, the veflels
neceflary to contain {uch pot-ale, muft be very large
and valuable, and cannot be readily hid, and when
found are forfeited, and very heavy fines follow,
both for the veflels, and for every gallon they con-
tain, the owners of fuch flills are in general men of
character and men of fortune, and are lefs inclined,
and lefs tempted to commit frauds, fuch ftills are
generally fet up in fome confiderable place, where
there is a gocd market for corn, and are of courfe
in general under the infpection of more than one re-
venue Oflicer, the confequence is that they are better
watched, all thefe reafons go to prove that they
worl at prefent under very great difadvantages, when
compared with the general ftate of thediftillery Thave
already given, and therefore {o long as the trade
1s carried -on, as it has been, itis neceflary in order
to put large flills upon fomething like a footing with
the fmall ones, to make them fome abatement in
the duty -they pay, and the abatement which has

Ia2 been
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been made of 5 and 10 per cemt. it is by ne
means equal to the advantages which the {mall ftills
in the country have ever them; the Diflillers com-
plain that the duty is fo high that they cannot payit,
and yet when an abatement is made to fuch of them
as chufe to give up their prefent mode of working,
amounting 'to 5 and 10 per cent. they decline ac-
cepting of it, and chufe rather to work on in their
old fraudulent mode, and to have the pleafure of
railing at the law, and abufing the legiflature for giv-
ing a bounty to the fair trader, which they have been
forced to give him, in order to keep him upon any
thing like an equality with the general trade. |

"T'he inducements therefore for giving thefe encou-
ragements to large flills are two-fold, firlt to put
the Diftillers who have at prefent large ftills upon a
more equal footing with thofe who have {mall ones;
and in the fecond place to benefit the revenue by
putting it in the power of men of capital to {et up
large {tills, with which they cannot defraud the reve-
nue equally as thofe who carry on the bufinefsin
{mall ones. ' |

But it is faid, that this encouragement, (which
does not in truth go fo far as even to put large fhills
on an equality with {mall ones,) will entirely deftroy
the fmall {tills, and drive all flills into great cities
and large towns; Ifincerely hope that the laws may
operate fo as to fupercede the ufe of finall ftills and
the fooner the better, becaufe I am certain, that un-
till there are laws which will operate of themfelves,
in favour of the fair diftiller, we never can have ei-
ther a beneficial trade or a great revenue from the
diftillery, and the firft flep towards thefe defirable
objedts, is to put it out of the power of the Difiiilu
o _ er,
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ler, as far as can be done, to commit frauds, if
therefore no fraud can be committed with large ftills,
or (which is the truth) if lefs fraud can be executed

with them than with {mall ones, one ftep is gain-
ed.

If the laws as they are framed thould bring every
ftill in the kingdom to 1000 gallons and upwards,

~ yet I do not fee why they muit neceffarily be driven

into cities and large towns, and'if they were, I-can-
not think that the farmer would thereby lofe a mar-
ket for his corn.

If the quantity of home-made Spirits diftilled in
this kingdom in each year, was to be always the
fame, and that all ftills were of the content of rooo
gallons, it would diminifh the number of Diftillers,
and of confequence thofe that remained would not
be fo difperfed through the country, as the Diftillers
are at prefent, but that would not oblige thofe who
remained, to refide either in cities or great towns,
they might carry on their trade in any town where
a market is held, and would chufe thofe fituations
moft fuited to their convenience, which would pro-
bably keep them difperfed through all parts of the
kingdom as they are at prefent. :

This would be the cafe if the quantity diftilled
was to be always the fame in every year, butif the
diftillery was put upon a proper footing, if either
the fraudulent Diftillers were driven out of the trade,
or were obliged to pay any thing near the fame du-
ty, that the fair tradersdo, then would the quantity
of Spirits diftilled be infinitely greater than it is at
prefent, both for home confumption, and for ex-
postation, and there would be ample bufinefs for as

‘ many




Lo ]
many Diftillérs as there are at prefent, ths natural
courfe of bufinefs would then be, that thofe Diftil-
lers who  fupplied the home confumption, would be
difperfed through the country in all parts, and thofe
who diitilled for exportation, would probably live
either in or near fea ports. -

But fhould the number of Stills be decreafed,
by the Diftillers erecting very large Stills, 1 cannot
think that would deprive the farmer of a market for
his corn. ' o

If the trade was to come into the hands of a few
very great Diftillers, thofe men muft be fupplied
with very great quantitics of corn, it is the market
at home and abroad, which alone will determine the
quantity of Spirits which. thall be diftilled, and of
courfe the quantity of corn which fhall be confumed
in the diftillery; the Diftillers therefore muft take
care, that they fituate themfelves {o, that they can
be {upplied with corn, for without it they cannot
work, if then all the Diftillers thould {ettle in a few
great towns, either the corn of the country muft be
brought to them, to thefe great towns, or they mufit
be without corn to work with, if it be brought to
them, then the farmer has a market, if it be not,
then they cannot f{upply the confumption of the
country, the confequence of which muft be, that
{ome one elfe would fet up a diftillery in that part
of the country, which was not fupplied, and which
had corn to fell, fo that it appears clear to me that
the number of Diftillers, and the fituations they

thall fit down in, muft ever be regulated by the-

confumption of Spirits, and the places where they
can be {upplied with corn.—But it- will be faid that

where they fettle, there will be a much greater tillage

carried
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carried on than there is at prefent, and that thofe
parts which are now cultivated, will'be then neglect-
ed; that is, “that tillage -will follow the Stills, and
not the Stills tillage. A .

Thete ‘are two confiderations which muft deter-
mine a Diftiller where to fettle, the one is where he
can be fupplied with materials from which to diftil his
Spirits, and the fecond is how he can difpofe of his
Spirits when made, now fhould it be true that tillage
would follow the Stills, yet what is the Diftiller to do
with his Spirits when made, he muft convey them to
the place where they are to be confumed, if the fills
ﬂaen were reduced to a few in number, and fituated
ina few great towns, they muft fupply the confump-
tion of the diftant country, at a very great expence
of carriage, the confequence would be, that a Dif-
tilker living on the fpot where the confumption was,
ornear to it, could fupply that confumption ata
much lower rate, and this advantage would immedi-
ately induce fome one to fet up a diftillery in fuch
neighbourhoeced, fo that it is all a joke to imagine, that
any law obliging flills to be of certain dimenfions,
can alter the natural courfz of trade, or take away a
market for cern from one place and give it to another,
or confine_the diftillation  of Spirits to any place or
number of places, it may indeed leffen the number
of Diftillers, but that will not rob the farmer cf his
market; on the contrary it will ‘give him a much
better market than he had before. DRI E

If the ‘trade was in the hands of a much lefs
number than it is,” they " could regulate the price of
their Spirits; according to the" price of foreign" Spi-
rits, felling- juft fo much below them; -as.thould fe-
cure them -a market, - this would enable themi to give

‘ : -  a better
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o better price for corn, and great ftills would operate
for barley and malt, juft as great mills have done
for wheat; the great mills which have of late years
been ereCted in this country, have been one great
means of increafing our agriculture to its prefent
amount, thefe Mills have created a market, to ‘whic.h
every man may refort, and be fure of {felling his
- grain, and this has encouraged the Farmer to grow
wheat, by thofe Mills we are not only fupplied our-
felves, but we now export large quantities of manu-
fatured corn, in like manner great Stills will foon
become markets for thofe grains, which are proper
for dittillation, and we fhall reap thofe advantages
‘of home fupply, and of export of thofe grains ma-
‘nufactured by the great Diftiller, juft as we do of
other grain manufaltured by the Miller, corn manu-
factured by the Miller is exported without duty, {o
may corn manufactured by the Diftiller, corn for
Miilers ufe may be brought either manufactured or
un-manufactured to Dublin, and the public not the
Farmeér pays the expenee of the carriage, grain for
the ufe of the Diftiller has the fame advantage, and
if all the Diftillers of Ireland were. to fettle In the
metropolis, every Farmer would have that market
. at his door, that is the expence of bringing up his
grain to thofe Diftillers, would be paid by the pub-

: I.t:~is'no~tf a gféat many yéays.ﬁnee‘ Diﬁaillers- were
at liberty to work with SflﬂSOf any dlmenﬁon»s- they |-

thought proper, and at that time 10 gallon Stills

were. very eommon, 4 law.was then made which |

‘obliged: every Diftiller to carry on his trade in Stills
of 200 gallons at the- leaft, this was a .great leap
from 10 galons to 200; and was. bitterly complain-
ed of at that day, but. what was ‘the trade before

this |

LA we
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this ftep was taken, one of the moft pitiful and in-
confiderable in the country, every argument which
can be urged at this day againft increafing the fize of
ftills to 500 gallons, could have been urged with much
more reafon ‘at that time, againfl raifing them from
10 to 200 gallons, and yet that was the firft ftep
which promoted the diftillery of this kingdom.

- 'Having ftated what appears to me to be the trus
caufe of the difadvantages under which the diftilling
trade now labours, and what would be the proper
remedy, I fhallfthortly peint out in what manner the
late laws tend to produce the end propofed, viz. the
preventing as far as may be, the frauds committed
by Diftillers, and thereby putting the  whole “trade
upon an equal footing. S S R

An account having been kept of the working of
every Difliller in the kingdom throughout the year,
it was found:that they worked in a moft unequal . man-

‘ner, that fome of them worked conflantly, that

others worked for eight or nine months, and flopt
for the remainder of the year, others worked for:one,
two or three months of theyear, while others work-
ed but for:one or two days: in' the month, and fo
feldom in - the whole year, that-it was manifeft it
was impoflible that fuch men could live by their trade
fo carried:on ; the officers who' vifited {uch diftille~
ries, found on their morning vifits fuch marks as
evidently fhewed that-the Stills had been ‘at work all
night, fuch as finding -the.works in which the Stills
were fet; hot, and- the xworm warm, forne of thefe
Diftillers' were known to have double fets of work-
men, . yet could: rarely-be found at work in the day-
time, ‘they pretended-that they had not a demand for
their. Spirits, and yet they either went to. great ex-
& - ' pence
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pence in ere&ting diftilleries, or took them from o=
thers at a high rent; it was plain that the licencing
fuch perfons to diftil, who did not apparently work

fufficient to pay their {ervants wages, was but furnith- -

ing them with means to diftil clandeftinely, and
thereby not only to defraud the revenue, but by the
modes before mentioned to overturn the profit of
the fair Diftiller, and bring the whole trade into ruin,
in order therefore to check thefe évils, a law was
made which among other things enacted, .

That to prevent the fraud of charging Stills de-
clared to be filent, with wath in the abfence of the
Officer, of which no account had been taken by him,
~all Stills declared to be filent fhall be fo locked as to
. prevent their working. , ~ o

" Can any man reafonably object to this claufe, ex-
cept a perfon who wifhes to have it in his power te
commit fraud, for if he has not fuch intention, how
1s he injured ? L '

; Thié 1aw was paﬂ’ed in 1780, but it was found to
be .ineffeCtual, for Diftillers contrived to get their

Stills opened, without giving the notice to the Col-

leGor and Surveyor which was required by that law,
to inforce the idea therefore the laft Revenue Law
directed that all Stills not of the fize of 1600 gal-
lons, fhould be unfet and taken down fo foon as it
is declared by their owners that they. are not intended
to be longer worked, in order to prevent their being
made ufe of, but left the Diftillers thould complain
of the expence attending the taking down and re-
feting of them, the law allows 12s. for the re-feting
every Still under the fize of 500 gallons, and.2os.
for every one above that fize. o0
Do . ' Is
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Is there any thing unreafonable in this, it was
found that Stills faid to be filent, were worked con-
ftantly, to the manifeft injury of the public in its
revenue and fair trade, the eafieft method of put-

ting a ftop to fo fraudulent a practice was attempt-

ed, viz. by locking down the head of the Still, and

~ 'the furnace door, 1t was however found by experi-
ence, that certain modes were contrived of unlock-

ing thofe Stills, it was therefore thought proper to

fecure the public, by firft taking them off their

feats, and then locking them, but to indemnify the

Diftiller from expence, he is allowed a fum of mo-
‘ney, more than fufficient to re-fet them, and in this

the legiflature thew their opitiion of the magnitude
of the frauds committed by the private working of
licenced Stills, by paying f{uch a premium for a fe- *

~ curity againit thofe frauds.

Upon a {uppofition that thefe precautions might
be fufficient to guard againft the fraud of working
with a Still fuppofed to be filent, the next ftep was
when this Still was to. be re-fet and opened, to
endeavour to prevent its doing its work by night, or
if it did work by night without paying any duty, to
make it alfo work fomething by day, which thould

pay duty, and for this purpofe it was enacted, that

every Diftiller before he re-fet and unlockéd his
Still, fhould give a certain notice to the Officers of
the revenue, of his intention to recommence his bu-
finefs, that then his Still fhould be unlocked, upon’
condition that he worked it for 28 days and paid for
a certain number of workings in that time and fo in
proportion for as long as he thould chufe to keep his
Still at work after the 28 days, that he fhould be
obliged to give fecurity to work at leaft four months
in each year that he was licenced, that when he

- Ka commenced
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commenced he fhould pay for the firft 28 days, for
'8 charges of finglings, if under the fize of 500 gal-
lons, and for 4 i frum 500 up to 1000 gallons, and
for 6 if 1000 gallons fize or upwards, and in every
cafe for as much more as he fhould be found to have
diftilled, and fo in plovortlon for as long as lie thould
chufe to Work, but that he fhould not be obhged to
work after the 28 days if he did not chufe it.

The claufes which inforce the{e 1deas are '1m'ong
tho{e which the fraudulent Diftillers complain moft
of, but I confefs I cannot but think that they do it
with injuftice, and that the intereft of the public re-
‘quires thefe reftriCtions and conditions; If a man

takes out a Licence for diftilling, and that the quan-
tity of Spirits for which he pays duty, could not
poflibly afford him a livelihood, or a fufficient profit
to fupport his trade, one of two things muft follow,
cither that he diftils {uch a further quantity of Sp1~
rits without payment of sty, as will enable him to
carry on his bufinefs with advantage, or that it can
do neither him, nor the public a real injury to pre-
vent him from FXPrC!ﬁng a trade, by which he can-
not gain bread; if the former be the fac, then the
intereft of the revenue and the fair trader demands

that he fhould be prevented from procccd,rg in that

line, ‘and if the latter be the cafe, then it cannot be
a ]nrdﬂnp to hinder him, from going into a trade,
where all he can do is to injure others, while he does
not bvneﬁt himfelf. C

Tt does not therefore feem unreafonable to fay to a
man, you fhall not exercife a trade, whereit appears
upon the face of it, that you cannot fupport yourfelf
without commzttmg frauds upon the public, if there-
fore you chufe to be a D}ﬁdler, you muft pqy daty

for
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pirit in the working this charge will
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for fuch a quantity of Spirits, as allowing you a cer-
tain profit upon each gallon; the whole profit thall
appear to bea fufficient inducement to an honeﬁ man
to engage in fuch a trade. : :
The que{hon then will be whcthel the prefenf
law goes further than what is neceflary, or lays any
unreafonable impofition on the Diftillers in this cafe,
and the way to know this will be, by feeing what
would be the profit of a Diftiller workmg accoxdmg
to the terms o{ thefe laws.

A 200 c*allon Still muft accordmg to this law be
worked upon finglings 8 times in every 28 days
that its proprietor thall chufe to keep it open, it will
take 183 gallons of ﬁnglmgs to charge this Still,
allowing 17 gallons or % for the expanﬁon of the
g, ge produce 61
gallons of {pirits, and allowing the Diftiller 34. a
gallon clear of all expences, his pro“t will be “each
wokag 155. 3d. or in each month 6/. 2s. od. and
that will be in the year a profit of 73/. 4s5. od. now
would it be very unreafonable to fay, that no man
fhall exercife this trade, who does not apparently
make a profit of 73/ 4s. od. in the year; and it is

‘to be obferved that this profit is calculated upon a

fuppofition that the Diftiller worked every month in

the year, to the full extcnt of the law, but a Difliller

is obliged only to work for 28 days next after the day
on which he opens his Still, in which fpace of time
he muft pay for 8 charges of finglings, and if he
chufes to continue his Stlll at WorL, he may For juft

fo many days as he fhall pleafe, paying in the fame
proportlon fOL every fubfequent day, that he fhall
work ; it is very well known that very few Diftillers
work through the whole year, - and therefore from
v this
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this proﬁt ought to be deducted the proper prop01t1~
on for fuch nme as the Still fhall be filent.

“This is the ﬁate of the utmoft profit thh a Dif-
tiller would make if he worked every month in the
year, and paid at the rate the law requires, but I fhall
now ftate what it is that he muft a¢tually do to com-
ply with the law.

. 'This law éna&s that no man fhall be licenced un=-

lefs he gives fecurity to work for four months in each
year, a Diftiller therefore is obliged under this law to
pay for 32 charges of finglings in the year, and no
more, the profit on which at 6/. 2s5. od. each month
would be but 24/ 8s. od. therefore to ftate the cafe

fairly, can that law be called unreafonable, which

fays you fhall not carry on a trade where it appears

‘you have not a profit of 24/. 8s. od. in the year,

becaufe it is plam in fuchcafe, that youdo private-
ly purfue meafures detrimenital to the public in ge-
uneral,” by injuring the revenue, and the fair trader,
and ultlmately preventing the advantage which
would be derived from that branch of trade, if pro-
perly ccnduéted, to the fair Diftiller, the Malfler,
the Farmer, the Landlord, and the State, and be-
caufe you intrcduce qnd encourage a {cene of

~ univerfal drunkennefs, idlenefs, immorality, and

vice.

As the profit of a Diftiller working upon fing-
lings 32 times in a year, according to ) the utmoft
requifition of the law, would be but 24/, 8s. cd, it
does not appear unreafonable to require him to.work
fo often in the year, but as he is obliged to work for
four months, and to rhake 8 doublmgs in each

month it may be faid that although he could work 32

times
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times in the year, yet he cannot work 8 timesin a
month. ‘

The aé‘c of 1780 obliged the Diftiller whofe Still was
under the fize of 500 gallons, to pay for but 6 doub-
lings in the 28 days, and this was done by way of
expeument only, and to prevent clamor, for it was

. very well known that they could work much oftener,

an account was therefore kept.of the number of
times which certain Diftillers ‘worked their Stills in
order to afcertain to a certainty what could be done,

and it was found that they exceeded the number
required by the prefent law, forexample, Mr. Doran
a Diftiller-in Franas—ﬁreet Dublin, with one Still
containing grofs 270 gallons, dli’ulled in 28 days’
ending the 26th of November 1781, 50 charges of
pot-ale, and 12 charges.of finglings, in all 62, and
that at a time when he was acting under the’old law
of 1780, which required him to make but 6 doub-
lings, which would require but 18 charges of pot+
ale, or in all but 24 charges—the prefent law re-
quires but 8 doublings, which will take 24 charges
of pot-ale, or in all 32 charges, fo that it appears
Mr. Doran worked his Still- nearly thce as ofﬁen, as
the prefent law has required. -

Many other Diftillers both before and ﬁnce Imve
worked their Stills many times oftener than is necef-
fary under the prefent law, and any man may do
what he is allowed 28 days for, in 18, in the follow-
ing manner, without brewing pot~ale on a Monday,,

or brewing or diftilling on Sunday

Cdpper
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But it is faid that it is unjuft to oblige a Still of
200 gallons to work on {inglings 8 times, while one
of 500 works but 4 times, and one of 1000 but fix
times, to which I anfwer, that fmall Stills can be
worked much oftener than larger ones, and thas
therefore it was neceffary to make a difference
in the number of times Stills of different fizes fhould
work, but that' no advantage whatever is given to
the large Stills by this difference, becaufe the law
which charges “the 1000 gallon Still with 6, and the
500 gallon Still with 4 charges of Low-wines in 28
days, goes on and {ays,  ogether with the Excife of
“as much more Fot-ale, Wafh, Low-wines, Singlings or
“ Strong-waters-as fhall be found to have been made or.
“ diftilled within the faid fpace of 28 days.”

The law having by the claufes I have ftated gbli-
ged every licenced Diftiller to pay fome duty, and
having endeavoured to fecure all Stills from working,
which are declared to be filent, by unfetting and locking
of them, the next ftep which was thought neceffary,
was to prevent the fraudulent Diftiller from being
fupplied with private Pot-ale, for carrying on his
frayds. - - ‘ : ’ '

In order to.guard againft the clandeftine making
of fpirits, the firft attention ought to be directed to
them at.the Still ‘head, among all the frauds practif-
ed there -was none of greater magnitude, or more
complained of by the,filir Diftiller, than' the oppor-
tynity afforded the unfair trader of diftilling private-
ly, by allowing him to keep his backs of Pot-ale
upon: hand for three, four, five and {fix weeks, under
‘pretence that fuch 'a length of time was neceffary
for ‘the proper fermentation thereof, during which
‘period thefe -backs - were worked off privately, and,
B T replaced
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teplaced with concealed Pot-ale or Wafh; the only

check upon this fraud was the Excife Officer, if he
entered into combination,. the Diftiller could act as

“he pleafed, to prevent this fraud it was neceffary to

fix upon fome time for fermenting and working off
the backs, and for this purpofe it was enacted, that

all Wath made of corn fhould be diftilled in the

fpace of 7 days, including the day of brewing and
the day of diftilling, that all fugar and molafles

including the day of breaking them down with wa-
ter, and the day of diftilling, and that all wafh of
{weet-waters fhould be diftilled in the {pace of

days including the day of receiving and the day of
diftilling the fame; and if they were not that they

faould be confidered as new wath, and charged with

~duty accordingly.

 This éléufe was fuggeﬁed 'bky-tkho‘fe : Diﬁil’lers,
who found the neceflity there was for fome effectual

means being purfued, to check the clandeftine work-
ing cf licenced Diftillers, and becaufe it was likely

“to be in a great meafure effetual, this claufe was in the
* firft inftance ftrongly oppofed, and now that experi-

ence has thewn that it has operated ftrongly in favour

-of the fair Diftiller, it is violently exclaimed againft.

TItis faid that feven days is not a fufficient time to

f,ér,men.t Pot-ale, and that by being limitted to this -
{pace of time, they are not able to “obfain the real
-and full produce of their {pirit. - : ‘

" "There are many ways of promoting or retarding
- the fermentation of Pot-ale, and it would be no haxd
‘matter to. fhew here, if it were neceflary, that the
Difiillers could have their Pot-ale fit for working in

four

LIS
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“wafh fhould be worked off in the {pace of 14 days, |
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four days, but it is fufficient to mention that this
fame objettion was made at the time that the Reve-
nue Bill was before the Houfe of Commons, and that
a Petition was prefented againft this among ' other
claufes, the Petitioners were heard at the Bar,
they praduced witnefles, when it appeared fo clear-
ly from the evidence of their own witneffes, that the
whole procefs of diftillation could be performed in

- four days, from the brewing of the Pot-ale, that
» the houfe thought it. totally unneceflary to examine

the principle, Diftillers of Dublin, who attended at
the Bar to {upport the claufe. © =

Now although it was proved by the Pétitioners
own witnefles, that four days were fufficient for the

‘whole procefs, yet feven were allowed, merely to

fatisfy the withes of thofe, who:thought it beft on the
firft experiment of a meafure of this kind, to.allow
more time than was fufficient.

~ This is a full anfwer to thofe men who put que-
ries in the public papers, -ftating cafes to Gentlemen,
who they well know will not enter into a News-paper
controver{y with them, and then pluming themfelves
on victories which they have never won.

One of thofe queries alluded to the claufe now
under confideration, it was fated that by the late
Revenue A&, every Diftilisr muft work off lis
pot-ale in v days, the day of brewing and the day
of diftilling included, or pay double duty ;—that by
a former Revenue law, any Diftiller who fhall
of a Sunday is liable to & fine of 5ol and defiring

32
VOT

to know if a Diftiller brews of a Monday, and can-

ot have his wath fit for to diftil until the 4th day,
which will be Sunday, how-is he to aé, is he to
S L2 diftil
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diftil of a Sunday, and fiibje¢t himfelf to pay a fine
of gol. or to delay to Monday and pay double duty,
or is he in order to avoid thefe inconveniencies to dif-
til on the 6thday, although the law allows him feven.

The anfwer is, firft that four days is fufficient,
and that the law by allowing feven, has taken away
all fair objection, although the Querift is endeavour~
ing to pervert that indulgence, and to turn it againit
thofe who gave it.

But if 'that was not a full anfwer;, et him avoid
brewing of a Monday, and his whole f{uppofition
will be at an énd, ‘and this may be done and the law

complied wigh, for 1 have already fhewn that he
may do the work in 18 days, for the doing of which |

he is allowed 28, arid neither brew of -a Monday, or
diftil or brew of a Bunday. ' ;

Will the Querift give me leave, fuppofe that the
time given for working off pot-ale was inftead of
feven, to be fourtsen, twenty-one, or twenty-ciglit
days, if he brewed of a Monday, would not the laft
day for diftilling fall on 4 Sunday, and would not his

. query hold juft as good then as in the prefent cafe?

A part of the clamor raifed againft the Revenue
Bill of the laft Seffion is, that it was carried by fur-
* prife, and ftolen through the Houfe. v

This Bill was brought in and laid upon the table
for twelve days béfore it was again taken up, and
~ this was done by defire of gentlemen, to give them
time to read it, the confequence was- that it was
read, that it was petitioned againft, that witnefles
were heard, and the whole was conducted with the

o greateft
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greateft {olemnity, and yet men will be hardy erough
to affert, that this very claufe was fmuggled through

~ the houfe. _ :

It being thought that great benefits would arife
from the enlarging of  all Stills from 200 to 5oo gal-
Jons, a cliufe was therefore introduced enacting,
that it fhall not be lawful for the Commiflioners of
his Majefty’s Revenue to licence hereafter any New
Strl] of lefs than 500 gallons content. -

The inducements for this claufe I have already
ftated, I fhall therefore only add here, that this claufe
has no retrofpec, it leaves the Stills of {maller di-
menfions which were licenced before this act pafled,
juft as they ftood before, and only diretts that in
future fuch perfons as chufe to become Diftillers, or
to fet up new Stills, fhould have them of 500 gal-
lons. ' ‘

“Thefe were the Ideas which were conceived for
the purpofe of putting the trade upon a more equal
footing, than it was before, and they were not the

vifionary fchemes of men looking only to the col-

~leétion “of the Revenue, but they were alfo the fen-

timents of that part of the trade which ought to be
attended to, the fair and honeft Diftiller, as may
appear from the Petition which they preferred to Par-
liament, in the laft Seffion, and of which the follow-
g isa copyy,
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To the Right Honourable and Honourable the
Knights, Citizens and Burgefles in Parliament
- affembled.

The Humble PETITION of the under-named
DISTILLERS, in behalf of themfelves and
many of" their Brethren. | |

Huinbly Sheweth,

That the Diftilling Trade of this kifgdom in the
manner it is now conducted, is a moft difagreeable
branch of bufinefs, and muft entirely fall into the
hands of perfonsof no property, who having nothing
to lofe will confequently be out of the reach of pun-
ifhment by penal ftatutes, to the great injury of eve-
ry perfon of capital in the trade, and his Majefty’s
}}evenue. 1 fome f‘urther regulations are not made,
ior notwithftanding the advantage the trade received
by the Revenue Laws paffed laft Seffion, if fome-
thing more is ot done, every man of property in
the bufinefs will be obliged to quit it. ‘

_ The wifh of your Petitioners is to be able to cog1-
tinue in a bufinefs, which they have expended large
Sums in erefting utenfils to carry on, and they with
many others of the trade whom they have from time
to time confulted, wifh to have it puton a footing:
that they may be able to carry it on without endan-
gering their property by any breach of the Revenue
Laws, which they humbly apprehend can only be
dene, by bringing every perfon in the bufinefs on a
)‘:allr cqual footing with refpect to the payment of
toe duty.

"That
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That at prefent the advantage the perfons have
who diftil with Stills under Five hundred. gallons con-

. tent, and in remote parts of the kingdom, many of
~whom are from f{ix to ten miles diftant from the re-

fidence of an Officer, over thofe who are in towns
where a Surveyor and-Gaugers live muit be obvi-
OUs. » : o

‘That by goodnature and a miftaken lenity in the
mode of reducing fines, perfons of preperty are
materially injured, as it encourages perfons of fmall
capitals to run great rifques, whereas if a man of
property ventures, which we are forry to fay many
are obliged to do to enable them to fell their goods,
they if detetted are punithed in a ten-fold propor-
tion, for which reafon the latter are alfo worried by
the Officer from the hopes he has of gain, when at
the fame time the Diftiller next door to him is paid
no attention to, as the Officer knows he will decamp
rather than pay a heavy Fine. '

‘Therefore your Petitioners humbly beg leave to
offer as their opinion, that the following regulations
would be a means of putting the Diftillery upon a
refpectable footing, of encouraging perfons of pro-
perty to embark in it, and of advancing his Ma-
Jefty’s Revenue.

1ft. That after a ftated time, no perfonthall be

allowed to ufe a Still of {maller content than Five
Hundred gallons. |

“2d. That until fuch Stills fhall come in ufe, the
number of workings thould be increafed by all per-
fons ufing {maller Stills.

“gd. That
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gd. ‘That every Diftiller fhall ered a Copper or
| @ther veﬁel for brewmg his Wafh with.

4th. That all Pot-ale mot diflilled in fix Days
- thould pay double duty.

Your Petitioners humbly beg you may pleafe to
take the Premifes into confideration, and they as in
Dusty bound will

- PRAY.

"T'his

iﬁ89}

Pis Petition goes to the great pomts adanﬁ
which the fraudulent Diftillers clamor and compla\,mj>
it defires the fize of all Stills to be increafed to 500
gallons, it defires the nurber of workihgs to be
increafed; and it requefls thatall Pot-ale riot worked
off 1 in fix days, may bé charged with double duty

This Petttlon was ﬁgned by ihe principal Dxﬁlllers,
very few of whom were ifi poffefiion of Stills of 500
gallons fize; is it pofiible then to e::oncewe that thofe

- men would petifion Parliament to pafs a law, which

muft affe¢t t‘lemfelves equally with every other Dif-
tiller, tipon any other motive than the general g good
of the tiade, would they with to go to thie expence
of purchaﬁng new Stills of larger dimenfions, if i
had not been their firfi opifiion, that it Would put
th@ trede upm a better footing.

But it is faid thit this Was done for the purpofe of
monopolizing the trade; that if all Stills were to be

of 500 gallons fize, there would be none in the
country.

1 do believe that arnong many other great advam
tages which will be derived from this meafure, it
will encourage imen of large capitals to go into ‘the
trade, and will tend {o difcotirage thofe who have
none, from embarking in it, and I think this will be
a very gredt chieck upon ﬁaud for if a reference ig
had to the petitions which are fent {o the Boafd of
revenue, by perfons convited and fined for frauds in
the dli’ullery, it will be found _one conftant allegation,
that poverty had induced thein to commit the crime;
and dxfabled th@m from paying the penalty.

™ o pat
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~‘But although this might operate {o as to prevent
perfons of fmall or no capital, from embarking in
‘the diftillery, yet I cannot fee any reafon to fuppofe,
that men of capital would not ere¢t large Stills in
fuch parts of the country, as they judged to be moft

convenient and advantageous for carrying on their
bufinefs.

_ But what-inducement could any Diftiller have, for
defiring the number of his workings to be increafed,
and that all Pot-ale not diftilled in fix days might
pay double duty, would they defire fuch things if
they were impoflible to be complied with? for how-
ever they may be fufpeéted of withing to have the
trade confined to themfelves, yet the complying
with- thefe requifitions,’ could not bring about that
event, and if it was to have the effett which is af-
ferted by the fraudulent Diftiller, the complying with
their requeft would not only impofe a hardfhip on
themfelves, but certain ruin.

I therefore think that no argument could poffibly be
brought, that could more clearly demonftrate the pro-
priety and neceflity of thefe claufes, as they {tand in
the prefent law, than a confideration that they were

-petitioned for by the fair Diftillers; nor can any
thing more ftrongly fhew their moderation, than
that they do not go fo far as thofe gentlemen withed

~them to go; for inftead of immediately cbliging all
Stills to be increafed to the fize of 500 gallons, the

‘law only locks forward, and direéts that all new

- Stills hereafter to be ereéted fhall be of that fize, and
inftead of obliging all Pot-ale to be diftilled in fix
davs, the law has allowed the Difliller feven, and
yet there are Diftillers who finding that thofe clauf=
es have prevented in a great degree their former op-

' - portunities
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portunities for fraud, cry out againft them, and it is
natural enough that they fhould do fo, but the very
reafons which induce them to wifh to get rid of this
law, are the ftrongeft arguments to thew, that the
intereflt of the public requires that they fhould
not. '

If no Still was under the fize of 500 gallons, then

‘there would be a general abatement in the duty of

Excife, of at leaft 5 per cent. and of 10 where the
Stills were of 1000, now although the Diftillers are
conftantly complaining that they cannot pay the
prefent duty, yet they are angry with a claufe that
would make a general abatement of duty, and no
inconfiderable one, for 10 per cent amounts to very
near three halfpence a gallon, that is to 14. %, and
of courfe g per cent to half that fum.

I have now gone through thofe claufes of the late
revenue laws, which have introduced a new fyftem,
and which have been fo much complained of, it re-
mains for me, therefore only to thew what has been
the effe® and operation of this new {yftem.

In order to do this, I will firft give the general
ftate of the diftillery of Ireland from the year 1777,
to the prefent time, and then compare the ftate
of it previous to the late laws, with its prefent fitu-
ation. ' R

PR
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No. iContentlp . 4.0 '

of | in |- Du 4 Proportion is Excife.

StillsGallons| ™ %1 ‘
17y7|1188[288410 1115352fas 3.% 1sto 1. [ 65062: 4:0
1778l1 11 31272997 |1126878)as 45 Isto L 65734111 83
(7791 152]287507 [109402 3jas 3% isto1.}f, 63318 ©.2
i780|1 228}290210 |1227651jas 4% isto1.1f 71612:19:6
178ifi212]295127 {1787295f4s 6 isto1.|f 104258 ;17 : 6
1782] gogq 2269¢0 [2076854{as G1s istor.|f 121149 : 16 : 4

"The firft law was enacted in the feffion of Parlia-
ment which bégan in 1779, and was to take place
from the 2gth of September 1780, and therefore its
operation could not appeat in thefe accounts, before

Lady-day 1781, and then only for the laft half of

that year, however 1 fhall now compare the years
1781 and 1782, in_which this law has opérated,
with the year'immediatelypreceding them, and fee
" how the account will ftand, firft obferving that in
the year 1780, the Excife on Spirits was higher thay
in any preceding year. . ST

" The Revenue of Excife on Spirits was in
the Year 1780, - - - £ b1z

£ 1042582 17 6

19: 6

'TI:h_at of the year 1781 was sj',v =

So that it appears that the Revenue in-
creafed in the latter year, although thelaw.
operated but for one half of it. = - £ 320645: 18. ©

The Revenue for the year 1780, was £ 71612:

The fame Revenue for the year 1782,
was ~ = - - L121149: 16: 4

The Revenue thetefore in the latter year
increafed. ~ - A

- [ 49536: 16: 10

[ o3 |

The general account before ftated will alfo {hew
that the proportion between the content of the Stuills
of Ireland and their produce, increafed from 4%
to 1. in the year 1781, to 6 to L, and in 1782 to
9to 0 I.. o

The Author of the Letter to the Duke of Port-
land has confeflfed that the revenue has rifen fince
the feffion of 1779, but makes a doubt Whether
“ 1t was in confequence of two very plentifyl feafons,
“ and of the caufe which he had before mentioned, viz.
“ the recovery of Collectors arrears, or of the revenue
“ law of 1780.7 ’ ' '

~ Now that the public may judge fairly on this {fub-
je&, I will ftate and compare the half year ending
Michaelmas 1780, before the law: operated, with
the fucceeding half year ending Lady-day 1781, In

- which the law did operate.

No. {Content

of ] in P{S%ge Proportion i Excife
Half year Stills|Gallons
ending '

Mics. 1780, 1215295127 6865 36las 2 %5 1s to1 [ 40047 :18:8
[.~day 1781| 855l2135111100706C}as 55 isto Iff, 64211 ¢ 10:6

From this it appears that notwithftanding the
number of Stills and alfo their contents were de-~
creafed nearly one-third, in the latter half year, du-
ring which the new law operated, yet the revenue .
increafed in that half year, more than cne-third, and
the proportion between the contents and the produce
of the Stills, alfo increafed from 2 and % to 1, up
to 5 and {5 to I. : |

But
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~ But it may be faid that it is not fair to compare
thefe two half years together, as Diftillers do not
work equally often in the fummer half year, as they
do in the wmnter ; I fhall therefore now compare the
half year ending Lady-day
ponding half year in 1481, and fee how the account
will ftand upon thofe periods.

No . [Content
of i

in Produce
StillsiGallons

in Do. [Froportion ]S,

Excife

L.day 1780]1166}282119 708761@1525- 1sto 1ff 41'344_. 8.5
L day 1781] 855/213511 |1 100766ks Steisto 1]/ 64211 : 10: 6

Here again it appears that the revenue increafed
in the half year in which the law operated, more
than a third, and the proportion between the content
and produce of the Stills from 2 L to 1, up to 5+ to
%, although the number of the Stills and their con-
tents were fo much decreafed.

I thall now ftate a fimilar account for the diftillery
of Dublin, for the half years ending Lady-day 1480
and 1781, to fee how the law operated there.

No. | Content
of i

in Produce
Stills Gallons

in Do. {Proportion is Excife

1780 ~8

24060
1781] 53

16179

13 3551%i3t01£ 7906 : 8 : 10]
‘;gggg 133 tors tor{f 10126:8: 8

"This

1780, with its corref~
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"T'his account alfo fhews that the number of Stills
in Dublin decreafed one-third, and their contents if1
the fame proportion, and yet the revenue increafed
nearly a third, and the proportion of the produce to
the contents double, and this rife in the Excife of
Dublin, will appear the more extraordinary, when I
ftate the quantity of Spirits permitted into Dublin in
the refpetive half years,

Gals. of Spirits.

‘Half year ending Lady-day 1781,

permitted into Dublin =~ - = - 283282
Half year ending Lady-day 1480,
- ditto. - - - 1361390
Increafed number of gallons per-
mitted in 1481, =~ = 149143

now notwithftanding that the Dublin diftillery had
this great additional influx of Spirits to-contend with,
yet the revenue increafed as above ftated.

- It is apparent alfo from this account, that very
oreat frauds muft have been carried on, even in
Dublin, previous to this act, and the fraud muft
have been by working off in the night the backs of
Pot-ale, which were kept for a length of time, and
fupplying their places with concealed Wath, for
very little fraud could have been committed in the
day time, where fo many Officers attend.

From thefe feveral flatements I think it muft
clearly appear that the rife in the revenue in the two
laft years, in which the Excife on Spirits is nearly

’ dourled,




P66 ]

doubled, 1§ owing to the better collection of that
reveriue through the operation of the new laws, for
if the increafe was oWing to a plentiful harveft then
the natural cotifequence would be, that at leaft the
. fame number of Diftillers would remain in the trade
to take advantage of the low price of corn; but
here we fee the numbér. decreafe £ and $we fee each
individual who remains in the trade paying from £
to Z more duty than he did before, the Diftillers of
Dublin in the yéar ending Lady-day 1482, paid at
the rate of 205 for every gallon their Stills con-
tained, and yet the Diftillers of Dublin are not
diffatisfied with the law, the operation of which is
clearly a tax in thie laft year of 49536/ 16s. 10d.
upon fraud, for the operation of the new law can-
not affect in any degree the fair Diftiller, he who
before paid duty for every gallon he diftilled, does
no more now than pay the full duty for what he
diftils, he is not therefore put under any fort of in-
convenience by thefe laws, but he who paid very
little duty heretofore; and who got himfelf licenced
for the purpofe of eommitting barefaced fraud; is
now obliged to pay fomething, and what he thinks
worfe, he is deprived from the opportunity which he
‘before had, of committing thofe frauds, by being
obliged, to work off his Pot-ale ini a, reafonable time;
and this is the {fore grievance which urges the frau-
dulent Diftiller to make fuch loud eomplaints, but I
hope that.the public will take the pains to inveftigate

the true ftate of the diftillery, and I have ro doubt .

that the good fenfe of the nation, will point out .to
them the neceflity there is for fupporting the fair
Diftiller, againft all his enemies, both the private
Diftiller who pays no duty, and the licenced - frau-
dulent Diftiller; who pays as little as he can, and

e that

)
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that they will fupport a fyftem, which has already
operated fo flrongly in favour of fair: trade, ~and
fo much ‘to the advantage of the public, by nearly
doubling its revenue, and which if it be properly
followed up by a few wholefome regulations, will
foon convince the gentlemen of landed property how

much it is their intereft, to fupport and protect the
fair trader, againft thofe pirates, who by the nature
of their trade, are obliged to, fell their Spirits at an
i under price, and who thereby keep down the price -

of all Spirits under its proper and natural flandard,
and by obliging the fair Diftiller to follow their ex-
ample, prevent him from being able to give a good
price for the corn from which his Spirit is extracted,
and thereby injure agriculture, the Farmer, and
gentlemen of landed property.

I have now gone t'hfough the whole of what I pro-
mifed, I have endeavoured to fhew that the caufes

' affigned by the Diftillers and their advocates, are not
' thofe which really have injured the diftillery, and if
- they were, that the means propofed by the Author of
- the Letter to his Gracethe Duke of Portland for to
- remedy them, are not only inadequate for the purpofe,
| but fubverfive of it, I have flated what appears to me.
' to be the true caufes of the diftrefs of the Diftillers,

and pointed out what are the proper remedies, and 1

have fubmitted fuch faés to the public, as will I hope

enable them to judge for themfelves; I have now
therefore only to requeft the indulgence of that pub-
lic, for a publication written in a very great hurry,

~and printed fheet by fheet as it was written ; as it
~ appeared very material to the Author to endeavour
. to make public as fpeedily as poflible a true ftate of

facts, left the mifreprefentations of interefted and
: N defigning
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defigning men fhould make an impreffion or impofe
upen thofe:'who may not have confidered the {ubjet,
or had an opportunity of information upon it; what-
ever may be its imperfe@tions in other refpets, the
falks are authentic ; and the Author who wifhes for
nothing but the advantage of ‘the Trade, will think
his trouble well repaid, if that can be brought a-

bout in any manner by his labour.

T A TR

S

s S e i

- Page 36, line 3, f

ERRAT A

Page 19, line 14, for can fill be worked, read « Y /A

——= 23, for how is the duty apportioned, read how s
the duty to be apportioned,

Page 24, line 10, for awork awben i his advantage, read awprk
when it is his advantage, ' ' :

Page 29, laft line, for 35 gallons of the Spirits, read 38 gallons
of Spirits. '

Page 31, laft line but one,
carried,

for awould be carried, read “could be

or where firing is the ‘¢beapeft, read avbere
- Jiring is cheapeft, o







