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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE discontents of the Coast Army,
and the unfortunate events to which they pro-

 gressively led, have been shewn to the Public,

in detail, through the ordinary channels-—-the
newspapers of the metropolis, It therefore ap-
pears unnecessary, that the Editor of the fol-
lowing Letters should give a particular account
of the rise and course of the disaffection, and the
consequences Which it entailed. 'These have
been traced with much minuteness in various pub-
lications, taking distinct views of the transfz&octbio»n‘s?
according to the different notions entertained by
the writers of the causes in which they ori-
ginated. Some, favouring the administration of
Sir G. B}zir}ow, ascribe the unhappy events that
have occurred, to the mad and mutinous kspi'ri;
of the armyj; while others, owning a contrary
sentiment, impute every act of the Army to the




to decrsmns of this extremxf) on
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1v. ADVERTISEMENT,

endless provocations of the Governor. The difs
ferent partisans, as might be expected in such -
a -contest, maintain their several opinions ‘with

warmth atleast, if not with prudence.

~IThe writers on the part of the Governihent
may be supposed to have had access to all the

official - ‘documents, on Whlch its defence must
depend ;- but they have hitherto produced but
little proof, beyond what had been previously
<ubnutted, without apprehension as to its effect,
on the" popular side of the questlon. It is re-
markable, that no authorized paper of Sir G,
Baﬂow, except occasional orders of Government
has’yet been communicated to the pubhc. It
is sald ‘that the Court of Dlrectors even, are not
possessed, at this remote date, of the oﬁimal de-
tails having refelence to the mterestmg acts that
have’ pacced at the Presldencv of Madras. “This
citcumstance will create some qurpme with thoce
who" know that Mr. Petrie has been removed
Frorn‘ his seat in the Council of Fort St. George'
in’ the absence of ahthent!cated documents. It, )
is 0ot usial with ‘the Court of D*rectors to come

euch defectlve
information 3 nor has it been now p‘racu@ed mth—}

out the solemn protest of several

mo:t respec-
table Members of that Body,

- The eflect of

ADVERTISEMENT,. v

this mode of judging in generalrcannﬁ’i be‘vef'y
favourable to those whe judges ‘a;ne | s »ree-:
sonably feared that, in this particular 1nstanc§;
it may give rise to conclusions most unproplﬁtm

to the interests of the East India Company. r;;; -
nimity in the . Council . may be a' desirable
thing, but justice is indispensable, ‘and never
can be abandoned, without producing an unis’
versal sentiment, infinitely more important to
allay, than the squabbles of a parnal Body.

But though no pubhc record has been pro-
duced by the Gm ernment, some coples of .papers-
have accidentally found theu‘ way to thlS COURe
try, Whlch are beheved to be authentic ; shgwing
the oplnlons concelved in Indla, and by a high
and Venerable authorxty, on the prmc1pal acts
of the Gov ernment of Sir G Barlow=--namely, a
Statement of Facts, presented by Mr. Petrie.
to Lord Mlnto on his arrival at Madras, and
a reply of the same Genﬂeman to a minute of
Sir G. Barlow. ‘These papers, from the candid
and able manner in whlch they are written, and
ihe 1nf0rmat10n in whlch they abound, give much
lmportance and welght to the statements and the..
arguments with whlch the) are enforced on the.
behalf of the Army.

“The Rditor of the succeeding Letters, which,
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with the exception of two, now for the first tima
publizhed, appeared originally in g “popular
Evening Paper,* -has availed himself, wherever
he:-could, of the statement and minutes of Mz
Petrie, considering that such an authority must
be: serviceable to the view, presented by the
Author, - of the measures and the principles
embraced in them, of the Government of Sir
G. Bariow.

~.-The interest excited by the different party=

Pub{-i_cations, has induced, at length, a motion. in
the Eouse of Commons, for the ~production of
papers elucidative of the late Indian occurrences;
and. an. order has been made to that effects 5@
that it might be expected that the time -is net
distant, when the Public will be able to formy
on-full: and competent testimeny, a correct Judg=
ment of 7events, that have so deeply:and justly
agitated the general feeling. The proposed in-
guiry promises a fair and impartial decisian g
which will not be stayed or impeded, it may:be
hoped, by any personal or party:- bias ‘to:the
one side or the other. - But this.rising ‘hepe is

LA L VR AR TN
¥ The Piror—to which Paper the Editor is indebted, in
common with the Public, for- the ‘most early’ and authentic’
accounts of I ndian -events, jlfq}ing:EI cand. Do estie; toggther
with 4e most faithful details of Forurex NreLuicencs
in general,
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somewhat checked in its birth; by the ap‘p:gent
'ﬁteﬁlpemnce in: which the discussion has been
mten .

iri rayed in theé

commenced, and the eager spirit be'cray\e;\;l1 1:ever
‘ ' jatic - Governor. - W hatev

defence of the Asia N o

opinions different men may form of ﬂ:ne }}l)lrc_)’cethe

iﬁg‘a in India, it is trusted that they will a,u; the

fall: means of forming them for themselvesg“‘mrl‘n:

the best procurable sources.

It has been proposed already, to keep some of
the correspondence reserved, out of a beenmngts
- writers, But if this sentimen
tenderness to the writes : D
: ere it ought, with the Au 5 6
had operated where 1 hors.
the a&i of the general Amnesty,and cona#enﬁz;
with their own policy, this correspondenqg '9\”0111*-;0
not have been transmitted to this count(ry,/ p
make an impression injurious to individuals, kz.’md
ma place where it is most to be deprecatre.",v
Tﬁe ini'schief ‘has been already done,

v»::"Ehea‘;s;xme"-d\iqsposiﬁim, unhapPﬂYs has bee’ﬁ
gl;émgns;tr&teﬂximthis? as in other. important ql}lf'vs-»}
tionscof late, of ong party retorting on ﬂ:ie -:t ;3
in alternate ‘attack,!the ch:.a;rg.e of: tf;n \:n sy
improper matives in publishing in Zm ot o
statemepts to_prejudice the public e
this evil practice, one ta‘00§.de?t?1‘g<f0d“ ?Sui‘l o
westhe people h’airevbéqn’fponv1n§§f1§' by an uncon~
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tradicted assertion in the House of Commons, that
no advantage has been taken of the absence of
Sir G. Barlow, as it has been shewn that he
has an accredited Agent* in this country, for
the anticipated purpose of his justification, main-
tained (it is presumed, at the expense of the
company) at'a price, suitable to the difficulty. of
the object, of 40001 per annum.

. * This .g’gntlpman, as stated by Mr Creevy, __Jis',grg My
Bughan, the late Secretary to'the Goverument of Madras, and a
near relative of Mr. S. Dundas, President of the Board of

Control.
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LETTER L. = . i

FTHEY who have felt an anxiety respecﬁng*dug
Indian possessions, from the complexion "of'n"tHe
accounts lately received from Madras,’ are “uttefly
tnable to’ form an excuse for the silence or ma@=
tivity "":of ‘the C‘oix‘rf@)f Directors at""“tfii\‘s"’é’:{tf%gpr;&?
nary crisis. - The times demand the most. explicit
declaration of that body, expressive of its opinior
on the events which have occurred on. the Coast,
as well as of the measures that have been suggested
by a deliberate consideration of the state of its local
affairs.* The absence of this would leave men to

conjecture, that a policy has been: adopted, un-

* Though the CouRT OF DIRECTORS haVe_‘nq’c expressly declared
their sentiments on the Proceedings of the Madras Giovernment in
the late unhappy events on the Coast, they have sanctioned an
act, since these Letters were originally published, Which hints sig-
ﬁiﬁcanﬂy the opinion they entertain. “The ‘circumstance alluded
to is the removal of Mr. Perrig, who publicly dissented from the

questionable policy: of Sir G. Barrow, from his scat of Senior

Member in the Council of Fort St. George ; after a zcalous and

faithful ministry in the Comp'anyfs service of ‘more than fort,g
years, Cadit et Rirugys !—Tur Epitor..”

B
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.cerfain in its scope or -application, or dubious and
questxouable n prmc1ple ; or, what is wor se, that. an

9C¢3«S!Qll~_,5°_ penlous and alanmmg, as to _moye thc
unconsiderate, and shake the most intrepid. -and
amdaunted courage: yet, in Leadenhall-street; -all is
shash and quiet, whilst, beyond its precincts, -every
~_thing is in dismay, lest the season may pass when
H‘ en the interposition of wisdom may be ineffectual..
Itns,ampossnble for the Court of. Directors, or for
a,g}y other, official body, to doubt of the transactians
that have happened, or the causes that have induced
them. . The communications, of the Indian Gaevern-
Jent. on. the subject have: been: long in their -pos-
session 5, or, if they had not must have raised a, pre-
sumption, undemable in its, operatlon And Dbesides
these,, the statements of. the adverse parties, with their
several Y,l‘gwg.of_t,ll‘e, respective cases, are fully: befare
5}1@991)11@, s0 as- to assist them-and others in forming
aproperjudgment of the events now under considera-
tion. - A;conclusion, therefore, in;the premises, must
have been drawn, one way or other, by every mind
tha,t ha;s taken any. mterest in the p)g@keed}mgg. o At
,lmcL heem othenwu,e, if the, qurmgx,tan ha,@ been less
._,copaplcte, or the subjeet hacL been more, intricate Bt
here the principal , circumstances. are. ‘admitted,.on
“both asxdea, there is no dxffgl cace, a,bput,fac;s,é Avhat-
ever  distinctions ale made in. the; mfexencg;s gh‘amn
from them.. . . ; S 54 sead T
LIt s, not controve,rted but acknglzd «ediw;x;y@xg-
salh-——that the tenour of Mlhtax y Inquiry has beem

5

interrupted, by thie Eikecutive Power, though' it a
state ‘bf progress, ‘on the prosecution’ of tesponsible
parties; andin‘a kiowh and est: \blishetl cotrseiitist
the repxesentatmns of tlie army, submitted’and reesfi~
mended through the Commander-in-chief; have: béh
stopped -in ‘their legitimate route to' the handy’ of tHe
Court of Diréetors—that officers have beett sds’péifé?éii
from high offices and rank, for ministerially’ pubﬁsi’l-
inig the«iawful orders of their superiors—=that others,
to a much- gieater nwmber, have been ‘suspended-the
Military service, and from their xespectlve comiands,

for: allewed offences-‘of uncertain import, not only

withtout tiialy but'without a previous’ ‘communicatioh
~=that Civil as well as Military Servants have’bé¢h
dlsmlSSEd fiom their’ oﬁ‘ices, and- suspendted“’from
their - functions ‘in" the same’ summary manner; ‘4t

‘that some of these have been compulsorilysentté'a

distant Tdian  settlement, and ‘subsequetitly to ‘this
‘country, without cairying along with them a-specific
knowledge of their ‘supposed offcnce, or-of any of the

“eircumstances from which it has'been infered ; and

left-to find it out,’ by what means and how they ¢ar,
iin a place remote from their friends, and possibly from
the testimony requisite totheir defence. ~ These are
alligrievous things, and would seem to demand a‘tost

'limpéi‘*atwé Jus‘aﬁcatxon from those. who have been

‘eohcernéd in them : "or mast leave theactors of them
winder @i obloquy mnot ‘otherwise to be removed.

‘These acts have been followed by a mutiny of a large

i%“mémsof a‘th@ ar my on' tlre coastsof Coromandel’ en-

‘.«QI VoL B
QLR e




4
dahgering in its: Lonsequences the ‘most valuable pos-
sessmns of the Company. S
‘“Plibugh there be no doubt of the detS that have
”Ué’éﬁ stated very opposite motives have been. asoribed
46°them. -~ Oni-the one side, ithas been. argued, . that
“tliéywere so ‘many arbitrary exercises: or abuses:jof
Jﬁmiz‘ér '‘irinecessary in resort, -and indefensible in: prag-
fi¢e’s- whilst, ‘on the other, it is. contended, that
“they were justifiable in themselves, or called for by the
“nedessity of the season. The latter. positions may
‘peresamined first, since whatever way they: may- be
’el’iéposed of; it will obviate the necessity of. enter-
ing: lar«ely into a con31de1 ation of the plecedmv asser-
"fvt*kaﬁs R B RRTT
A, 4 L’I‘fﬁabrelease of Lleutenant-colonel Munrq ﬁojm lns
apresty ordered by the. Commander-in-chief, .and.the
‘efusal of the Government: to. transmit the, ‘Memozial

: pfithie Codmmanding: Officers of corps to..the Couxyt‘,,of
-uPitectorsy recommended by the sameauthority, stand

2 somgmunds distinct from other matters.. . .. it

it Jyis-assumed, and it may be admitted, that the en-
'ii - tivé-Civil and Military Government of the: Presidency
- wof Fort:St. George and its dependenecies;:: dswvested in
‘¢hie'Governor in Council.. .But:though-his, a;uthmrity
r&s supreme, it is not arbltlaly.: G LTt bug

..:In the actof the liberation: afi Lleut*-colcmel‘ Mnnm
bv the Commander=in-chief) the-power of the.(rover-

*nior in Councilis directly »acldnowledgedm It:daesinot

however follow, that the exercise of the authorify in

o thaﬁ ‘hs*t*ance was-either :legaloom mpedrmt; tRues-

sy arit o .3'?’;.« i J'”* iﬂj Lr gt _j’i) AN

T
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oy may be very rationally entertained, tha.t LQ\VAS
ne1the1 the one nor the others: . . -«
Fhe Gowvernor in- Counul had deputed the Mxhral y
iGovernment of Fort St. George. to other, hands =10
‘those :of - the- Commandex-m-chlef -and: it 1s.clear,
ithat-a Principal and an Agent cannot exercise.the. same- '
powers:at the same time and place. To the.time. of the
- release of Colonel Munro, the acts of General M ‘Dowazll
+were authorized by the-Government,in as much.ashe-
‘was the agent of Govemment for the oeneml affairs
of'the army ;- and in-respect to the. adm}mst}gpgn,fpf‘
Military Justice, he.was the only organ through sxhigh
it could: flew, appointed by a specml commlsswnap,,ln
pursuance of his office, he had placed Colonel Munyo
«underamest, not-of -his: awn.mere motive,:bution a

“regular complaint, in the form of Military; changes,
: .ff’-%il%ty the instance of a body of officers jundex; his;gem-

~mand, - So that the release of the individual, Wasinet a
- question: -affecting. the Government -and. the: Gom-

mander-in-chief  alone, ‘but attached to: the~officers,
who' were : prosecuting their: complaints -against the
. party arrested; in-the course prescribed: by an.Aef of

Ba?rkﬁ‘amen t and the Articles of War... It.was therefore
+:theinterruption ofiaMilitary suit, lawfully commenced

and entertained by an authorized and unquestioned
“autlority at-the tinme: of the institution of it And it
avould-sseemito requireno. argument - to. shew, -that

;:.sgthxs;could not .be donein: a wholesome “state, of

'ehmgs»u SRS ECRRCEE T UL 1oa i s dpe f1
+su5dt iwmnhecessary, thc plesent view:: @f :the case,
to advert to the subject of the charges, and. the possi-
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ble defence or excuse of Colonel Munro; though .

these have been much dwelt upon by the advocates

on the different sides of the question ; as these might
have been urged before the Court, and could only -
there have been urged, having jurisdiction over the-

charges.

It s plain, that the interference of the Government, .
here, was.not a common interference ; and must, there-~:

fore, rest on some extraordinary circumstance for its
Justification. It may be. pronounced also, that the
denial of the Government to forward the Memorial

of the Commandants of Corps to the Court of:

Directors, is an act of a like description; as it is
prescribed by law, that the complaints of all classes
of the Company’$ servants are to be so submitted, in
the event of their being dissatisfied at any act of the
Governments of India. If there were any thing
Qﬂfens_ive or objectionable in the Memorial, it might
afford a reason for the refusal of the transmissal
of the paper ; but it is incumbent on the Government
to shew this. It does not, in the present case,
appear. .. \ ’
-On the instances of the suspensmn .of the. Clvxl
and Military Officers of  the Prmldency, ‘it has
been stated "and argued by some, that they could
not. be tolerated on any ground, -as: the Govern-
ment of India have no lawful power to - that effect.
But.if they have clearly such a power, it must be
deputed to them by the Court of Directors, to be
exercised to the extent, and in the manner in’ which
itis prcscubed It cannot be used at will, and inan

Lo

-
H

arbitrary way.* It is shewn to be of the Tattér”

description by the advocates of Sir ‘G, Barlow, who

have satisfied themselves with mentioning;, ‘but n‘otf'

sustaining the propositions by any argument, that”
these acts are sanctioned by the view which he had-
taken of facts, on inquiries or considerations mstltuted
and econfirmed by his own judgment, without re-
ference to, or with, the parties principally affected™ )y
the result. These summary proceedings cannot: bet
endured on any notions applicable to thecommon ¢on-
cerns and incidents of life. To condemn withoiit’
hearing or defence, is an outrage on the very' term of
justice.  But the practice is not only inconsistent-
W !th all the pnnuples of right and ec mty 5t

#:- The annexed opinion of Mr. WEDDERBURN, afterwards To:d:
Chancellor, would seem to be decisive in this particular. —-Lun
Enitox.

<¢ My, Mauc Pherson is still in the Company’s service. The 'gic‘t
of the'Governor and Council, on the 23d January, 1776, ought
to-be of no effect; for they have exceeded their authority in pro-
ceeding against Mr. Mac Pherson, without a charge in writing
delivercd fo him, and time given to make his defence to it.  The

_instructions of the Company in this respect require no nore than’

reason and justice.demand:in all cases of censure. -1t is singular,
and but for thls ipstance. oue, should have thought it unnecessary
to estabhsh 50 obnous a pmmple, as a matter of positive rcgula-
tion 3 but “fortunately the regulation exists in this case, and'it
rwdu‘s the act of the Gavernor in Council, not enly. reversible
because of the injustice, cqmmxttcd but void for want of authonty

The pow ¢r to dismiss in the manuer the) have done, is not Lovn.
milted to'them 3 and Mr. 'Mac Phersori’s case requires only a 'sige
pification of ihe displeasure of the Directors at'so: plaina hrtach of
the (_aomp;m) s, orden, and direction, to resfore to him the emolu.
ments of hls atdhon, of “hxch he ma) have becn dcpuud b) the

(.‘,~ ¢

m‘wular attcmpt to digmiss bim. T b e esey AT
#72h March, 17770 (Signed) A WE DDERBU R\? ”




‘necessity of the season.-
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directly i the tecth of the instructions and positive
directions of the Exccutive of the Last India Com-
pany, which are binding and conclusive on all the
Eastern Governments. These peremptorily declare
—* That before any Company’s servant be removed
“ from any office, the party be made acquainted in
¢ writing with the accusation preferred against him :
~—that he be summoned, and have a reasonable
time for his defence—and that the Government
should proceed on all occasions with the greatest
tenderness and circumspection.”

- It isnot pretended by the advocates of Sir G. Bar-
lIow, and it is absolutely denied on the other behalf,
that any of the parties were allowed an opportunity
either of knowing the precise ground of accusation, or
the means of personal defence—The extreme measure
of suspension was extended to some of them, under
the most aggravated circumstances, and attended by

(X1
¢
¢
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“succeeding acts of unprecedented severity. Itiseven

pé’sﬁbk, that the primary and the subsequent ‘acts

“may bejustified, in the particular cases, or by the
“condition of affairs: the one might be so-plain, as to
admit not of defence or palliation, whilst-the urgency

of the times, and the situation of k‘s‘urrou‘ndir’ig»f‘chin gs,

:‘I‘ﬁiéht not have allowed of ordinary forms and rules.

It was only proposed in this plice, to consider' whe-

~ ther these transactions are in themselves warrantable;

“and it hus been shortly shewn that they are not. “In
“a-further letter it will be examined, whether they are

to be sustained on the peculiarity of the cases; orthe

Harley-street, April 6. - INDUS.

LETTER IL o

IT was shewn in my last, that if the Governor in

Council of Madras had an authority vested in him to
suspend Civil or Military Officers from the East

India Company’s service, it was derived from ,.the

Court of Directors, and therefore restricted bythe

limitation, which they had thought fit to impose
.;vo‘nf the grant of such authority. The limitation ;11?0
‘was described and explained, and was shewn-to be n
_ conformity with the first principle of natural justice
.-—_-.that the authority should not be used, 0 asto
_,.aﬁect the parties over whom it was to be eg;crm_ge@,
.Withogt a thorough communication of the oﬂ'ejqcre,

and the circumstances connected with it; and. with-
qut-allowing the accused a sufficient time and oppor-

‘mnikty,._foy,‘his,def@_nce, But cases might arise, as
<-;idmitte_d,.,so, flagrant in themselves, or so 1mperious

in point_of circumstance, when the. Governor
‘Council would be- justified in having recourse at once

1o the extreme Act of Suspension without the form of
' the Inquiry, ordered by.the Court of Dire,c;ors" ~as
.applicable to general affairs, It is mow proposed to

examine, whether the summary suspensions, of the
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Military servants of the Company by Sir 6. Barlow:
were cases of this clear or necessitous nature to autho-

rize him to dispense with this just and wise restriction

imposed by the Court of Directors on the general

exercise of the right.

The several instances of the summary suspension-

of Military Officers at this juncture, and the causes
assigned for the extraordinary exertion of power, may
be collected from the Orders of Government of the
31st of January, the 1st of February, and the Ist of
May. To these it will now be necessary to refer, in
the order in which they present themselves, to ascer-
tain whether the cases are so simple and so plain ih
their respective circumstances, as not to admit of any
dispute. :
The Orders of the 3ist of January embrace the
cases of the Commander-in-chief, General M‘Dowall
and the Deputy Adjutant-General, Major Boles. The
first, on account of its singularity and importance,.
I shaﬂ not consider with the great body of the ordi-
mnary " cases, though I may speak: of 1t here:titer bv
1tsel" SR
| The sﬁépensioh of the Deputy"Ad}ﬁta_uﬁGexiér,éL IS
declared in the Orders of the 31st of January,- for
that Officer’s having circulated, under lifs official SEO—
nature, a paper of an illegal Qﬂemwc' (/esm zpz‘zon,
which is stated to have been in.direct violation of his
duty to the Government, masmuch as he must have
known the import ‘ofithe ‘paper, and ¢hat it was obvi-
ously-illegal. If all ‘this wis 50" elear as the Govern-
~ment assert, on the face of the official paper-eirciix

1l

lated, it would appear unnecessary, or of very little
use, ‘to have called on the Deputy Adjutant-General
for a defence, though it might have required some
proof or acknowledgment as to his subscription of the
supposed obnoxious paper.  But it is not meant to be
denied, that the paper in question was signed-and
circulated by that Officer, though it may be doubted,
and admit of contention, whether it will bear the
construction and character given to it by the fodras
Government. ;

To see what the imagined offence is, it will be
right to refer to that part of the Order, circulated by
Major Boles, which is thought to be of so reprehen-
sible a nature, asto call for * the highest d1splcasuxe
of the Governor in Council.” a

The objectionable passage appears to run in these
words :—

¢ The immediate departure of Lieutenant.general M‘Dowall.
from Madras, will prevent him from pursuing the design. of
bringing Lieutenant-colonel Munro, Quarter-master-general, to
trial, for disrespect to the Commander-in-chief, for disobedience
of orders, and for contempt of military authority, in having
resorted to the civil government in defiance of the officer at the
head of the ‘army, who had placed him under arrest on charfres
preferred against him by ‘a number of officers commanding native
corps 5 in consequence. of which appeal direct to the Honqurable.
the President in Council, Lieutengnt-general M¢Dowall received
a positive order from the Secretary to Government to hberate
Lleutenant.colt"nel Muriro from his confinement.”

Lxeuteuant-general M ‘Dowall proceeds then to re-
primand Lieutenant-colonel Munro in respect of the
premises, - |
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mah?ow xlt may‘ be asked of every candid and impartial
n, whether he sees any thing in the passage
qu(')ted (and there is no other part of the Order ?n
which the name or act of the Government is alluded
to) »th?.t conveys disrespect towards the Governor if
Co.uncﬂ«; so open and so obvious, that the Deput. r-
adjutant-general must at all events have known ig?
The answer cannot be otherwise than to acquit Ma'o‘;'
Boles of all possible offence. g
T-Toqook a little more intimately into the Order—
What is it? What does it purpo;t to be ?—A repri;
mand, in express terms, on a member of the Madr-as
army, of the immediate staff of the Connnander-iﬁ—
.chief.  TIs there any man in this case, that candoubt
the authority of the Commander-in-chief to reprima;n'-"d
a;personqof this description? It .may be péssib;l,cl;
hoiwe?'er, though the right itself be clear andth;
exercise of it by a lawful party, yet there, mayub-e
111§ga]'i»ty in the manner in which it is exercised ; .‘:but
es'ld.ent‘ly the present case is not of that kind. A, ‘The
repn.mand is for matters purely Military—is given to
‘a Military officer—is confined solély to hin:—-an:‘d’:is
Pas.se(‘l through the usual channel.- .:I,tf.‘,:isf ‘;‘il,O‘t *'an
ln(llS;tlllCt censure, but is peculia.rly,,discrin;illa»igi;;e
and is made on precise grounds, and in: plaivﬁ;‘,ila;i‘li
guage, - applicable to three several: Militai‘-& of-
fences:—1st, For personal -disrespegt, .f’co:»Gxnéml
M<“Dowal ; 2d, For disobedience Ofoi"dlzrsz 3d, :‘.I-;'ovr
contempt of Military authority ;3 ‘an‘dc‘ethi; ; .lat,tér:is
fde§§1'{bed and defined in its circumstance, nqmeb,
for Lieutenant-colonel Munro- having forwarded: an
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appeal direct to the Civil Government. Not wishing
to pronounce any opinion one way or the other:on
the -case of Lieutenant-colonel Munro, it may be
said, without the fear of contradiction from' any
Military man; who alone can judge of the subject,
that every branch of the charge is strictly Military;
and every one of them denotes a Military offence:;
for which an ofticer is justly censurable, it the facts
be truly stated. Of the truth or falsehood of thie
facts, the Deputy-adjutant-general could take no cog-
pizance ;- nor was he bound to inquire. Asa Minis-
terial Officer, on the contrary, he was obliged to give
‘circulation to the orders of his Commander-in. chief,
‘be they what they might ; unless, perhaps, they had
‘been so manifestly illegal in their view, that the State,
‘or some important branch of it, might be immediately
“endangered by the publication of the order. . Itis
‘hard to fancy a case strong enough to justify suchan
-officer in disputing the order of his Commander.: .- :
" The two first reasons assigned for the reprimand
are so manifestly clear, that 1t would be trifling: to
“offer an observation upon them. The latter is equally
“obyious to.every one, whols acquainted with Military
concerns. . In no:instance is an officer to apply for
zelief, :if he considers himself aggrieved, but through
‘the accustomed-channel, ‘and through his immediate
Commanding - Officer.  If .the latter refuse to..give
relief, or forward his .application to-a higher autho-
- 1ity, the individual is then, and not till then, entitled
_to:apply direct to such authority. . I shall not trouble
Lmyself. here in. inquiring, - whether Colongl, Muaro
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had; “er ‘had not, ‘made such previous applieatiots.
It i$ nothing to the puspose; it has nothing to'do
with' the cconduct of the ‘Deputy-adjutant:general,
‘All-that concerns: him'is, whether the matters ‘con-
tained-in the orders of reprimand, ‘taking them ‘as
stated by his Commander-in-chief, were not of " tht
dlarming dllegal tendency so as to-endanger the pubhc
interests; -or to work some enormous private wrong.
In any other view he was compelled, ex officio, to
obey themi: But it has been shewn that they con-
tained nothing' ' but matters:.of ‘mere course, and:of
ordinarydccurrence.  Itis difficult to conjecture; how

by-any . possibility the orders could'-be construedito

reflect-on the dignity ‘or authority-of Governnient:
By.an- extraordinary effort. of mgenuxty they have,
hoewever, been so construed. . Fre

In the:Order.of the 31st of J anuary, . the Govern-
ment construction of the Order of General MDowall
is.stated ; it is described to be “inthe highest:degree

-d’:{swspeotful to ‘the authority.of the . Governments

as; init; General M‘Dowall had presumed: to-fotind
arpublie censure on an- Act, adopted under tlye: inymes

 digte-authority  of the Governor ini Councilyrandto

convey insinuations grossly derogatory:to tligscharae-
ter:of the Government, and  subversive: of . dMilitany

discipline, and of the foundation of pitblic awthority,"

This would be all very ‘well, if:tliere had: 5beem;any
foundation for such.a CLy rbut*ws At s, it st mﬁe

3T e ausd 97e
+ 1§ there any mention mradkz of; the Gavkr nuh et
aﬂ, inhe, Qrder of General M ‘Dowall.exceptthathé
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had'been-ordered by it to liberate Lieutenant-colonef
Munre, in:consequence of his direct appeal »« How
#s-the Government supposed to be implicated ‘in- the
censure; or reprimand, of Lieutenant-colonel Munto*?
Why, in this fanciful manner.—It chuses to: Jdentify
itself with the last-mentioned Officer’; :so muchisb;
indeed, that it cannot allow him to be reprimanded,
without feeling, in an uncommon tendemess, thatists
dlomty is wounded through his side. 7 e sl
- But giving credit to this strange sensibility; - aﬁd
that it was not caught at as a pletended cause, nruch
coveted,  for quarretling with General MDowall § it
may-then be asked, whether the Deputy-adjatant-
gene‘al cotld be:reasonably supposed - 46 0w the
same nice feeling; - the same delicate sense, thesanie
“quick eye to descry the far-fetched and-hidden intent
of his Commander-in-chief in this calumniated order?
His plain intellect might have discovered, -what was
not apparent:to the Government, that there ‘possibly
might have been very just cause: of censure ggaingt
Lieutenant-calonel Munro; ‘though the: (Governmerit;
from any: thing said in the Order, might notonly have
been -uncensurable,: but - praisewor thy. - He:might
b&ve haply dxscovered that -the favourite of goves-
ment could be wrong, - without' imputing: any.‘part of
his: blame - to- ‘the G overnment itself; In libératinis
Lolonel Munto-(from. any: thing suggested byxtbe
Order: of General M Dowall); the Gover nment fight
have been completely defensible, though the médas
takensby that Officer’ for. his- fiberation: night' hhve
h&mximxx]wsnimme”um sthe. cextreme:t’ a&ippf%w%@




16

instance, that he had made a false representation of

his ‘case: - But why have recourse to a supposititious
case, when the real fact will bear the argument out in
its full extent? The appeal direct to government,
which the Deputy—ad.]utant-o eneral was bound to take
for granted in the statement of the Order, was a suffi-
cient cause of itself for what was asser ted by
Lieutenant-general M- Dowall ; and it mltrht ‘have
been acted on by the Civil Govelnmen’c wlthout any
knowledge of the Military regulations. . All this may
be. acceded without any offence to Government.
But what am I arguing ? ~ Why in defence of an act,
enjoined by positive duty ; obedience to the \wll of a
Military superior. - Does it need any reasonmg to sup-
port such adoctrine ?  Was it ever before called into
question by any Government, which felt the necess:tv

and knew the value of the principle to all leg itimate

authority ? It would be useless to dwellon a subJect
so universally settled, and on which, pelhaps I have
already been too diffuse. But what has been 'tbove
noticed, applies, in some measure, to the SLISpenSIOD of
General M<Dowall, and altogether to the case of the
Adjutant-general of the Army,. suspended under ‘the
next Government orders of the Ist of February.

If cither of these Officers had been admitted to the
presence of the Govemm in C ouncxl € or had been

,’ * Colonel CarppER wcnt to theé Council Chamber, and actually
solicited an audience of Sir G. Barlow, ‘but was mot permitted ter
enter the Penetralia, where the system was then brooding, which

was to throw a fair portion of the Country into_ ﬂame The

Ad]utant-general was commended to the becrctary in the outer
Hall, to make his explanatign or remonstrance through the gratg-

ful medium of official lips.~Ep17108,
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allowed a hearing, it is possible that they wight have
saved thie Government from the imaginary necessity
of publishing the orders of the 31st of January, and
the succeeding day. At all events, I will conclude,
that the constructive offences of these prinlcipal O ffi-
cers of the Staff were not so glaring, as to spare the
Government the tr fmble of all form or figure of inquiry,
which the Directors had commanded in all ordinary
cases. I must defer the consideration of the suspen-
sions under the order of the Ist of May, and whxch I8’
ﬁle last on this head until my next letter. ‘

R . INDUS

Ilmle/-(t‘re t, /]pi i 10, 1810
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LETTER IIL oo

HAVING demonstrated that the se\eml_!;}\ct;.sz
suspensxon announced to the army in the order
of the 31st of January, and the 1st of fhe ensumo‘
month, proceeded not on such snnp]e and mdxsputable
premises, that it was impossible for the Parties aﬂ'ected |
bV them, to offer any thing in excuse or palhahon ;o
I shall pass to the other cases noted in the mdexs of |
the st ‘of May “These are nuinerous, and f01 d{s-
tiniet and various causes. Four officers, by the effect
of this smt‘le ms’tmment are wholly suspcnded ﬁom
the: ( ompzm) *$ service ; and an cqml numbér 1emove§i
from proﬁtable employmenta, and the principal Sta
of the army. ‘One of them is stated to have ﬁamed
in conjunction with a superior Oﬁ’(‘f‘l _,a memoual of
an alleced objactlonable character, mtended to be':’
forwarded, through the usual channe} to the Govex-:;
nor-géneral of India: twoothers to have been"‘ active ‘__;
1 prot moting the cnculatxon of '[h’lt paper ;" and %}
fourth to have signed ana addréss of certain ofﬁcexs o
the army to the Deputv Ad‘]utant-ncy)”enexal ‘on tl}g')
event of Ius suspensxof} which address ’ 15 chawed tlo
he of addngexous tendenév.{ A ﬁﬁh Ofﬁcer Comnf’mc -
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ant of Artillery, is removed from his command for
promoting the circulation of the latter paper.  Two
Lieutenant-colonels, each commanding a body of
troops in different provinces, are, at the same time
removed from their respective SLJUOI]S because, as
the orders state, they appear to have taken no steps
to repress or report to the Governor the above im-
proper proceedings,” as they are termed. Nay, an
t‘}ﬂhth 1s remeved from his office of Assistant QUEL}-«’
K:IT xna.stel oeile al, ‘ip Mysore, on this clear, and.
in‘telfxowble mound “ having been concer ned in thebc‘.‘_
“nsxblc pxoce(—‘(hnos
‘J V‘Qw it may be asked of any one caj mblc to fouu
a_]udoment whethel the dxﬂe‘cnt alieowl o‘i‘(:ncesh,,,:;
set forth in the orders of the 1st ot Iuay, are moty

P\dutly of tlnt sort and degree,  to. ddnllt of thb mosst -
ample defence or C\plandtron“ It cannot, bc; said, .
that . any one of these Ofticer could . not have.
had smnc substantive and substdntrt? ,mound of de-.
fcncc ()nc n*wht say, that he did vot write uthc :
of the pupcls in question ; or if he did, that they were
not of thc:thtg, described : others, that they did
not Cncuhtc lhcn nor were m any chu respect
actwe 4b0ut L)Lm. A third pany mwht say, and
wltH ‘t'lluth t] mt tlxev knew nothing of these proceed—
movg ax*d thdt tT:elcfom no blame could attach to

say :mv tmnw hom the \asrUﬂ' .
éner ‘ e; 'Qf’,.,-the fob{}_(" im putf:d to him
‘these O hu:ic) with the e\cfp*vvm of one, m:c:‘

- Qe

and P
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at distant and different st:mons of the army, sevéral
hundxed mxles from Madras, when they were Jnddcd
in A sum Lary manner, ‘behind their backs, and hca\ en
z)n ¥ isirows on whab sort of information.

" T have briefly stated, from the order itself, the sum
and front of the 1mputdt|on against each Officer, and
more will not be demanded to shew, that there was
not 5o bold ‘undeniable, and strong a dCaCHPthD of
crime, that it was not possible for the paxty accused
to shape any excuse against it. Toany other situa-
tion the orders of the Court of Du‘ectoxs were ot
to be disobeyed, founded, as they are, “on the plamest
principles of Justxce naturally suggesting themselves
to the mind in every case, when fair and eqmtable
pmcetdmos are meditated, and where sanity ] ]S\ObSCI v-
able in the constltutlon of things. As long as these
$hall contmue, S0 lono will it be fit and neCessnry
“thiat 1 men “should be ncxde ‘acquainted with their
oﬂtnccs ina spemﬁc way, and not only be fmmshed
mth the mformatlon on which me) are suppOsed
't6 depend; but admitted to the bcncﬁt of an éihple
and full defence.

Iti is not dcmecY that seasons may unfoxtunate!y
Occm, when established prmuples and forms must
give way to the necessity of thmos" when justxée
itself must be administered, not in ﬂ)e usudl ceu'i'Sc*
but aftéra mannei smtable to the emoeucy of the
‘times. 'Lut ‘the neamsxty must b 1mpenous “and
evident to JListlfV a depaltuxe ﬁom pi'ICfIC:\ and
custom, ongmatmw in wisdém and Ju:mce ‘and ¢on-

5

Spericuce of ages.” Of’sth“se Wh' ctxay

i

firriedd lm the

ns pecuh
pm\zocatnc Qf‘t new

Q1

from the even path marked out for them, a complete
excuse 15 1cqmrcd for the aber mnon ;. as. convincing
in 1ts reason and eﬁect as the case to which it ap plms
is shewn and admitted to be necessitous. The eulo-
gists of the administration of Sir (x Ballow have felt
the buxtheu imposed on them, and have thereiore
Lndeavourtd to prove, that the season of his Govern-
ment, was. stmmy, when common mmm would be
unavailing and, inefficacious for the pluexvdtxon of
die \essd of the state : that the times were so much
ut of joint, “as to demand the use and application of
oth'ﬂg and desperate remedies. Whether they have
mdde out the only apol gy that can be oﬁcud

JCRMLHS to be e\ammed

. 'Two volumes of some 1enoth or bulk (aml a third

it *hxeatened‘ have already been pubhshed in e\pla-

natien and praise of the conuuct of the. Ma(has

Government, as referable to the late thbo:gamzea
state of the army on the coast of Coromandel.

f he Authors of these books have commencé& ‘zhe.r

‘ e:vxces, by mahmor an extensive Hsplay oi thea‘

Jocal l\nowleu,», and of Indian Hmtmy in tm(mo‘

the pl()“)(bsl\e enlargement of the Lomp’m) stm-
Titor ies, and the Lonsequmt increase of their tatablhh-
:,mcnts but for what pmpose thls vuluntM} Iabom‘
has l)een nndex taken xt would be arf‘uuns t0 dcud?

} succesawe conquest f
_use of hosmht) —one, emba:-
‘mthex i’ mpxd snct‘ebsum

'ment be% ttmo
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until the Qompdnys affairs had been plunged . into
50, (ln.ng(nous and alar ming a Stdfe, that it. :Was 1mpos-
sxble to extnc:ite them ﬁom mctnwable ruin, but by
a paltl_} and pmful econemy in that. branch of tbeu
cstablxshment which had produced their msubstantlal
aggmn(luement If this were the business and thc
design of these writers, they have laboured very hald
if not very successfully, in making out theu case,;
‘and for \\luch I dare say, the plmupals of .S G

Barlow, and pxobably of the writers tl1e1n<elveq 'thc :

‘Directors of the Fast India Company wﬂl be as thanl\-
l’ul as tl)ev omllt

Tt IS stated, in the publrcatlons alluded tQ, that
ﬂom a long and unremitted series of waxﬁne, not
on y the w hole revenue of the territories stbeect to,
the Pxesulency of Mddlas, had been exhausted, but
tha“ u_mnnolm suns llad been clrawn ﬁom Bencral
' 'app 1(:(‘ to the 6\]0611(,(38 of the subordmatc
+ " that although these aids were ob-
tained hom Lalcutta, there was stul a large debt
l}elnnrl, dl’(l a general deficit exlsted not only hele,
l)ut at all tlle Pxealdenmes, ancl l)ence, it is said, the
Comt of Dnectoxs and successive Goxemors of
Madras, had felt a necessity for maluno 1
.xlnte reductions in the lnllltd]y and uvxl bxanches ;)\f
'thcu service, not m ‘the pav or allowance of the
different classes of ser vants, but l)j}l"q"ui'tallxno only,

as it is descnbed ¢ the expencns attendmo' unneeessal ry
eatabli nneuts »

5.

[ N
.l‘.v,' : 5
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the tw&'éstal‘:lmllments for if tlle acqmsztmns O‘f’ the
Cénipany be worth any thing, it might reasonably
be supposed that i in time of peace they would b&ll)pl}
'the means for deﬁa;,m@ the 1mmedlate e\pcme& of
lé@nqucsf and all incidental consequencesg T\Clth"l’
:lmll it be wottb the while to ask, whetlxm the reduc»
tions aftm\vards determined on, wew Juclrcxous or
"'{x‘herwxoc?‘ But T would go farther in this respect
éven tlmn ‘che apologists of Sir G. Barlow, for T would
conteid, if there were any useless establishment, ﬁxaf
wider the circumstances supposed, it would not only
be right to reduce it, but to abelish it altogether;
f Sutting in emly this reservation, that the cireum-
\st ncev Of tlle mmlllty of the institution should in tlle ‘
ﬁxst pl:ace be clearly proved. The merits or El@ﬁ‘ﬁ’ﬂta.
‘@f the recluct&cms need not be cam'assed n a p;.ac,e,
}Et’é _zt is pmposed partxcularly, and alm@s,t snl@ly
.msndek their effects. Much has. been szml by
'ﬂ favourers of the policy of Sir G. Bazlow, in xespect
o 1 leforma n gune}al, and about the clamom umvet~
sallj maele against those, who are appom%ed to carry
v_them into cffee:t, But this must be meve or less
exp(menced from the matuse and necessity of the
éform, ’mel the mode in which it is pmp(}sal to be
c{‘ﬁcted It }t shall appear reasomblu in itself, or
niild in the m‘mner of its enforcement ; it cannet be
expected at'all events, that the thcer ee puted {0
eatty it {iito'effect, shall encavnter any e\haor(lmar}
cpposxtzon 1f, as here, he should not lltmself be the
mrlilrox of i) ! ‘Wil have less proportionate il wil
i catrying st nto éxecution; if the method of eﬂ‘cci-
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ing it be not peculiarly offensive in itselt, Lo faney
that the whole body of two distinct services would
rise up in arms to resist a reasonable and necéssitots
measure, would be to libel societies in the wholesale,

by ascribing to them a motive which does not usually

lllﬂllﬁ’l]LC ‘rhe actions of men.  Yet this n]OthQ and

this conduct is unsparingly and unreservedly. imputed
by those liberal writers, without qualification and
exception, to the whole range of the Civil. Serviee,

and throughout the entire ranks of the Army.. These
large and important bodies are not only described as
in a condition of clamorous irritation, on account ‘of
an allcged lenient and  well-digested reform;. but in
a posture so repulsive as to induce the Government,

to have recourse to a system, applicable to that

calan iitous state, when power usurps the ordinary
fuu“tmns of the law.

Befme 1t be admlttcd that things were in. tlus

unhappv sHuatxon it may be necessaty to- lequue

come evxdenw of the fact.  For civil broils and mu-

tinies of the army are not to be taken merely upon
trust, to be inferred from grounds, Vhwh, by possir
bility, mu} lead to them, or to be collected from
mguments, however specious and i ingenious, that pre-
suppose the facts on which they are wholly built.
It may be broadly asserted, for it cannot he contro-
verted, that to the date of the 3Ist of Japuary, when
Gen. M‘Dowall and the Deputy Admtant general. of
the Madras f\xm;, were suspende by the. order of
Govemment ‘not one act is smted by thcse writers
ﬂlat gives even & colom for the position which they

(“‘

%0

are anxious to ‘establish. It isthe undisguised i
of - these publications to' excuse the Government
of Madras from using arbitrary and extreme measures
contrary to the orders of the Court of Directors, and
the common principles of justice ; and I must there-
fore give them credit for employing due diligence
in the prosecution of their work.,  If tl:u'ey' do not
state the circumstances, which amount to an excuse,
I'must-conclude, in justice to their understandings,
that such circumstances do not exist.  And I boldly
challenge the pages of these publications to shew any
so‘litary instance of disaffection either in the Civil

r Military “service, at the melancholy period of
whlch [ am speaking, wihen not only the forms, but
the essence of justice were violated, under a plea of
necessity, -that could have existed only, as it has
been shewn, in a heated or infatuated 1maomdt10n
when the first precedents were made for Judumo men
unheard—and afterwards pmcued with’ umclentmg
severity, to an extent and degree, haully to Tave
been antmputcd even of albltxary pow er at thc
beginning of tie pudice But to thése 'ILtS 1 shad
refer more’ pmpm Ty in'another phue ; and Slla e xdea-
voury as well as' T am able, to shew the cf‘ects of tlem
Fwould now confine my self’ to the P 10posmon—~th 2t
there was no 'visible or (hsgumblc reason fo: these
acts, much less such a rea 501 ds tl ese publm.&um
would msmuate.

H(m’evér tl (—"y p"uéme it, :md mlk of mutm 'Waml
lebelhon in hm &nd “sol

s

gmn\ toue, at bubaeqx

i
it
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stiges, thsir proof” ét tfhxa mc»ment*’ 15 Imwtuf 1‘0 &
few wmdy Wmds, 01 at most om or tv*o wutt w
memorlﬂé nét the mmdaous cannon, but a ;ew

Terrific as thby w uld
aﬂ'ect or make ‘thie oeneml picture to be it loses ‘l'i

3ts force when s you look into its parts. Knuead of a

simple story, plainly told, the eyve can recognize
m)thmg but a confused multitude, where not a figure
is so brought out on the canvas, that you can per-
ceive what he is about; except, indeed, ‘the grand
actor in this miserable scene, fancifully tricked out
in garish and flaring colouring, agreeable to the bad
and vitiated taste of the painter.

But if full and implicit credit be given to the
statement in the pamphlets now under consideration
if the things described in them, though absurdly

# ¢ Till the publication of the Orders of the 1st of May,
although alarming symptoms of an organized determination to
compel government to grant a redress of grievanecs had been
formed in most of the principal stations of the Army, yet | belicve
a very great majority centemplated measures of violence with hor-
vor ; and, although wnarimous in their compliints, by far the
greater rumber, and probably all the scniors and most respectable
Officers were determined to await the decision of superior antho-
rities, rather than attempt, by illegal and unconstitutional mcans,
10 wrest justiee from the hauds of the exccutive Government.
Some divisions had broken out into very intemperate persenal
attacks upon Sir G. Barlow; they considered him as the origin
and cause of all their grievances ; and demanded, in terms not less
repreheusible than the object, his immediate rceall.  But 1 believe
the wild, extravagant, and foelish attempt received no support
from the gencral sentimer.s and approbation of the Army."—
Sratemenr of Mr, Pevwie,

Q7

viewed and improperly called, had actually existed,
as these writers have pxetended I will venture to say,
because I hope I shall hereafter plainly shew, that
a policy the very reverse of that adopted . by Sir
George Barlow, would have governed any mmd
‘mtelhoent of human events, or sensﬂ)le of human
passions.

INDUS. |

..

Hmley Street, April 11.
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CONSIDER ABLE pains have been taken by the
admirers of Sir G. Barlow’s policy, to evidence .the
necessity to which it was adapted, and to which it i$
alleged to have been applied. The publications, be-

fore noticed, repeatedly assert, that he ook churge of

the Government of Madras at a mest 1nauspicions

moment, and under circumstances of peculiar diffi-
L% 1 - . . . !

culty.®  That to Ahim it was committed to give effect

% ‘The inaugpicious dawn of Sir G. Barlow’s administration,
arose out of the temper in which it was commenced, rather than the
state of thi :ngs dround him, to which it is ascribed in the B wblici-
tions sanctioned by his supposed authority. Of the spirit in whiéh
it proceeded, some opinicnmay be formed from the subjoined pas-
sage of Mr. Prrrie’s statement,—Taus I DITOR,.

¢¢ Berore [left the presidency, in the month .of \lay last, on
account of my health, Sir Guorge Barlow hdd become very wn-
popular ; and, in the fs Howing menth, vshen at' Luddamw f
heard of considerable discontents in the army, . The caused; as
correctly as I could trace ('xun, appeared to. bemoye in i}w maner
than in the measures of his ;t)\cnmwnt. ]ih u;}d and upulsn:‘
manners gave very general offimce; and his mxhxng, in’ almost
every case, to make Bengal the staudard or eriterion for condiicts
ing the aflairs of this governmentmade an nafay ourable impression
on the service, and gave an appearance of preju (

¥} ur pdma ltyz
which murntto has ¢ Beent Studivus !) m\)uhd on Ehe con mwuumu}t
of his adm nistration.™: . W0 0 0 LT o DL L ea

_ - SREE
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to an extensive scope of reductions, devised by pre-
ceding Governments, and commanded by his imme-
diate superiors. To these, in pursuance of the same

“necessitous system, he was obliged to suggest an infe-

rior number of his owu ; and thut the time was most
unfavourable to the introduction of the indispensable
reform.

Of the nature of the proposed reductions, it will not
be necessary to ticat, or to state further, than they are
thus described in the publications under consideration.
¢ It was impossible,” say these, ¢‘thatsuch measures
should not-be productive of dissatisfaction, and should
not unite in kostility to the Government most personé
who had suffered under their operation.”

“That ordinary reforms, judiciously planned, and
temperately executed, have not always this effect,
may be safely advanced. It must, therefore, be’sup‘-
posed, that the reform of Sir G. Barlow was of a dif-
ferent description. But in pxop(‘mnn to Itb f:;teut
and difficulty should have been the. adc dress, -cr the
studied address,-of the Reformer. If it were expected,
and the anticipation is avowed, that the intended re-
ductions-‘would create much ferment in the public
m1nd the obnous policy was to conuhate [ bhc opi-
nion,-so. far-as it was practicable, in the manner of the
introduction of them. A contrary course could only
be favoured by one, jgnorant or careless of human
action or opinion.. No one with a:sane intellect could

have xmaomed that this was the season, of ail othei?

fol the exexcxsg of the e\txemltles of' powm for. th

purpose of u.mec,tn:g thc temper of the times. . .
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‘Though the publications do not condescend on any
precie time orground, when and on what account the:

public “dissatistaction had principally shewn itelf,

they agree in the detail; namely, that thxom»hout the':
army there was an open spirit of disaffection : Cthat
the same setitiment pervaded the Civil séfvice: ‘and”
that the contagion spread to all around thei, ‘though
they belonged not to either of the classes’ b‘mf&l té"ty‘
have been affected by the reductions. Now tlie ‘$ime
cause could not operate on all alike, fal thn) did’ not ‘

all stand under similar circumstances. Tl‘mm'l the

Civil 'and Military servants were interested i the
rectuctions, persons unconnected with the service
could not inany way be moved by them. Some other
cause must be looked for, that setall these d cscnptxons

of mien in formidable array against the Government,

as-"ﬂley"-fa.‘re"Uﬁha‘pI})ily"descubcd. This may be very

plainly discovered in considering subsequent acts.

But at present T confine myself to the history which-
these writers have given of the period under wntem-

p}dtnon ;
It is to be wished, that instead of branding two

great associations of men by the imputation’of motives
which might not have existed---instead of libelling

our very nature for the purpose of screening Sir- G

Barlow, by ascribing qualitiés to it which it does not -
own; 1 e. that it 1s a ccoxdmtr to its usual course to
be eensxl)le of interests, and to be inseusible of plain -

equitable  considerations---(1 know mnot where - the

authors ‘have imbibed their opinions of'our common -

nature, but I thank Heaven that mine are not drawn
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fiom the same source)---It is to be wished, I repeat,

instead of these, thatsome distinet account had been
given of the acts which are said to have heen dictated

by the alleged inducements ; that men might . have

formed some judgment of them for themselves, and.

not, be obliged to take them forgranted, merely because

they were anticipated, and are afterwards alleged to

have occurred, accmdmg to a foreboding, - expressed
not bg/ore but, i the reverse of pxophecy, after the
events had happened.

It is. 1mposslble to couclude, that the general souf:ty ‘.
could have been in that shocking and alarming state; .
deplcted in these publications, from the simple causes.

assigned: for in what light is the Reader requested to
view the condition of things® Why, that the whole

bods, of the army, on account of the abolition of Ol
tain offices, or duties somewhat profitable in the dis-.
chzuoe was so agitated in its feelings, .th 1t it was ne+
cessary to dispense with all ordinary regulations fﬁﬁ‘ité‘ .
Govemment that the Civil body was not. le% Vio- -

lcntly stitred than the Military, and from the same
cause: that a neutral estate partook . equally of the

spitit,, but without any apparent reason, of the two
former. ., But of this wide estrangement of the minds
of all men from the Government, what proof is stated,

even, in these publications 7 None whatever, as far as

respects the army, except it rests on.oue or two repre-.
sentations, i writing, to the Government, on thesub-.
jects of the Bengal allowances, aud mnot a single.aet;.
even. of this inofiensive .character, on. the. -@3:13‘4:;».»;'0():11\'{
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thescivitiang, - fy: vespéof to the “public, indeed, A’
some branches materially connected Wlth lt thééé‘
pm‘b‘hfb*x’i’xhﬁs*&@h@t so'silent, Tt
“The gheat: midss o the people ‘dre xepleqen%“‘d””m
this" ratal period, ‘to have been in this. mélan(ﬂﬁgﬁf
sttuation---4s’ inecapable of'lecewmw or doitig jirétice
toeach othér;ér to the Grovernment, ---Thaf A,
the whole “Btitish population, no impartial’ perqorr?j‘
could:Be fotind who would decide with é(fdm‘ bﬁ“aﬂ’frﬂ
public or private dct, though the decision wag'éfs nn?%f}
by the so]ex‘mn:y of an oath ; that the Slieriff, thir {Wi
théefltice'is an advanhgeous one, and’ wnszdé‘wcﬁ‘as
an-appdintmient of patronage by the Govemn‘reﬁf :
could ot ﬁhd, in‘the whole settlement, twelve niéfy”
torforim a pmpel Jury -~-thatsuccxbsnejunes, dmnﬂ
a*ﬁcf petty, special and common, returned several vexg“
dibfs, contiary; ‘as'it is implied; to their daths=--fon¥?
tédwtorthe justice of the case, and contrary to' the’
ditéetion ‘of ' the” Chief - Justice-t-that’ the Supwinéf
Courts of Eaw ““had degenerated i in’a great degrée,”
astated in these publications, into a “place chosen for”
the éxhibition of indecent violence, and for'a qtzumle ’
of ‘faction, 1M opposition "to lawful a lthontv So*
that, “maity ‘deluded and well- mtentloued persons"ﬂ
wereimpressed- witha belief, that Jusme had (lesextccf”S
the Supreme Court, and that pxotectlon was no lonoen"
to be expected fromr the Government.” S
~Tshall uet seck, in this place (and mme ‘are shewn
it the 'Pub;hLauJLS') foran aquua*“ o’ specxous réason”
forsoeilamitous a state of things.” Et’%v’mud be hard’ to‘t*
- Janeyéneyif-a real-cavse hdd nof Existed; 1o’ save us™
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that trouble, and. which will. sufﬁexentiy account:
for.all. .

It has been hltherto the prxde of the Bntlsh th
stxtut;,q,r;,,let whatever . distemper ..§ubsxst .in .other
patts, that within the sacred walls .of a Court. of
Justice the heat of party has not, entered, -but that
the laws. bavc been administered i m the'same purity.

in. which they were framed.. The reploa,ch,hem .is

not,in the laws themselves, nor in the institution of
the. Court but in the unfortunate phght of external
aﬂ'alrs. S

IE the erters of these pubhcatlons had shew n
tlu{ggg even-in a more exaggerated light than they
have, the more grounds would they have adduced
for the condemnation of the policy of Sir G. Barlow..
In,‘pr‘ngr_t_ign_ as the public mind was distempered,
s0, in_proportion. should have been. the. care of the.
Gavernment, not to irritate it further. by needless,
provocations; and.in so.much the more was it boun-
den to abstain from -acts which, instead of concili-
ating preceding dlfferences should afford new causes
Of complamt 50, monstl ous and galling in_themselves,
as_to make all former grievances foxcrouen in the
bltmo aormavatlon of the new. So that giving im-
phcxt fa.lth to 1;1;6 statements on the side nf Governs,
ment, and assuming the disease of the general body -
of the State, to have been so, universal and violent
as it is. alleged, the, practlce to be adopted became
s0 j'mlple as. pot to be. mlaundenstood by the: merest,..
empync in. the science. of Government. The last of
all pncscrlptlons smely should be tha.t -which '.sould

D
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further inflame the body, and so increase the dan-
gerous symptoms of the malady. But what, it may

‘be asked, was the practice of Sir G. Barlow? In-

stead of pursuing the course recommended by com-
mon prudence and common usage, he applied a
violent nostrum, peculiarly his own, and what he
found a fever, by rash and inconsiderate treatment,
he converted into delirium, '

INDUS.

- Harley-streety April 17,

R i et

LETTER V.

THE whole drift of the defence, offered -by. the
advocates of Sir George Barlow, amounts to this—
that he was required to take the reins of Govern-
ment under the most disparaging circumstances—
that even his first office was most ungracious, de-
manding the introduction of an obnoxious reform,

~which was likely, according to his supposition, to

alienate the affections of men at the commencement
of his administration. But it is stated by those, who
urge this defence, that the reform was not his ows,
but his predecessor’s, and at the instance of tie
authorities at home: so that the unpopularity of the
measure could not be referable to him, and the oppo-
sition, if any could be expected, would be rather
against the measure itself, or the authors of it, than

.the person appointed to execute it; if he covducted

himself with ordinary prudence and moderation.
If the justice of the principle, declared in the new
regulation, were not plainly observable, a temporary
ill-will, but nothing more, might have been engen-
dered, and possibly continued until thg reform had
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heen better understood.  But this disposition could
not have been felt towards the person of the new
Governor, who was no party to the suggestion of the
reform, but the mere machine or instrument to carry
it into effect.
execute a reforming system so happily as he who is
free from the recommendation of it. ~And it would
be to scandalize the Civil and Military service here,
if it could be imagined, that, in a pitiful mercenary
spirit, they could act in contrariety to principles,
which actuate the bosoms of every other description
None can entertain suchan
opinien of ‘respectable societies, unless from™ indis-
> Vast and wayward pains have
been exhibited to raise an impression of this kind ;

No one, it must be admitted, can

of their countrymen.
putable evidence.

‘};};t not one circumstance has been shewn conducive
to the establishment of the fact : and where such care
has been unsuccessful, 1t must be presumed, that the
pdl%lllt was vain.  The failure of this experiment is
'oip-en,v to this further observation, that the advocates
of Sir G Batlow felt, most truly, that it was im-
r}’)O%Sibiﬁ to excuse his subsequent measures, except
by making out this primary position j in which, ‘it has
been shewn, they have miserably failed.

~The policy of Sir G. Barlow is unfortusintely too
obvious, and cannot be obscured by the contrivances
‘of his apologists. It 1s, and has’ been my endeavour
to discover what it was ; and it may be ‘described in
qfew words 5 and reference to his ‘numerous-acts of
‘Government may be made fn suppoitt'sf thie deserip-

“tion. It

R

inay bé shortly stated to have'bécn's'Go-
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vggnment of authority or powc‘r,;inﬂ_w.e'a‘cﬂed by an
arbitrary will, and stirred by a nieddl"mg and m‘i"s#
chievous spirit, that could leave no 61)ject untouched
within the circle of its range, and at every occutrent
point of countact. . ‘ | |

As [ meun not to rest my position, like the pane-
gyrists of Sir (i, Barlow, ona loose assertion, I shall
summarily advert to facts in proof of what I advance :
they are many and manifest.

Sir G. Barlow took charge of the Government of
Madras in December, 1807, or early in January,
1808, and was occupied, for several months, in the
arrangement and execution of the reform, suggested,
by the preceding Government. The business was

completed in June or July, and from that date to the
.end of the year, time was afforded for ascertaining
.the effects, and the expected comsequences of the
‘measure.  No opposition had been raised, nor any
.meditated, further than the construction of a Memo-
.1ial to be presented through the usual channel to the
authoritics whence the reform had been recommended.
So that every thing breathed profound peace and
guiet, except an almost involuntary expression of
regret from the army could be construed into an m-
55@@1‘1‘~up§ioxx,of ‘the general tranquillity. At this mo-
.ment Sir G. Barlow thought proper to develope the
.principle of that conduct, which was to mark his
futyre government, L
 The first measure which [ am disposed to notice,
_ ‘_i?s_»_:h;issin&effe::engq with the course of ‘i\tfiili:ta_ry juvst’i,c"‘e,
imthe liberation of Li@utenant«-ﬁcplbyﬁc}\_ Muvro from
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“the arvest imposed on him by the Commander-in-
chief of the King's-ana Company’s torces, It seems
not necessary for me to tnquire to the merits of the
charges preferred against that Gificer, they have been
amply discussed by others.® It will be sufficient te
shew, be the merits what they may, that the inter-
ference was unauthorized. v
The entertainment of the charges and the anest,
it cannot be denied, were the acts of a competent
power, “under the joint warrant of the King and the
Company. T will venture to affirm, under the sup-
port of written law, that this was the only power
having jurisdiction over tlie subject ; the Commander-
in-chiet of the King's forces, having the sole right,
by virtue of his warrant, of holding plea of Military
offences and incidental matters, without impediment

‘or- obstruction from the local Government in the pur-

suit of histoffice.  The Civil Government is expressly
cexcluded i from jurisdiction, where such an Officer

resides. Tt

++Whether: the supposed offence were properly set
forth or not s whether it were controvertible or justi-

~iable,- from: the. circumstance of its: commission,

# These are satisfactorily treated in'a ‘wotk ' pablished by
Messts. Cadell and Davicsy under the title, ¢ Au Accoint of the
Origin, Progress, and Con iseguences of the late chqnlcm‘u of the

Aray on the Madras Dstablislment,” adcltusacd to the Lnurt of

Directors 3 10 which {he meou pmfuscs }'xmsdf mdebtbd for
several facts ‘and eluicidationss” Fieoy

P Sde tlie 9T Geos THLL ) the Aet Még;ulwtin-g Courts: Martial,

o
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were fit considerations for the Court Martial, and not
foi'the Government.  The latter, with the King,
had deputed the right of jurisdiction in these things,
and all necessary acts appertaining to-them, to the

Commander-in-chief, and until that was revoked, he
had the sole cognizance of the subject.

It is contended in the publications in favour of the
' : T cormirent 1
Governor in Council, that the Civil Government had

control over Military as well as Civil affairs 3 and, to

a certain extent, T admit the doctrine; but notto the
alarming ‘degree conter aded for by the defenders of
arbitrar Y POWET.

" The Government, it may be acceded, have a general
and ultimate control, so as to pnevent inal injustice,
or excess in the subordinate exereise of any authority

wnder it ;- but it has no power, having deputed thatto

other hands, over incipient or inchoate acts, to.stop
proceedings 1n their lawful course, which it has lett to
others to conduct 1o their legitimate end. “Under
the wild pretence of the advocates for Sir G. Barlow,
he might next have assumed to interpose in- the
release of parties, arrested by the process of the Civil
Courts, to the injury of individuals interested in the
suit. The proposition needs only be stated to shew
the absurdity of the pretence. In auy other construc-
tion, 1t would be impossible for any Military suitor to
obtain redress, but under the sufferance of Govern-
‘ment, to the utter (‘efe‘\t of his rights, small as ihey
are, under the positive rule of Martial Law.

- Nothing 13 s0 adapted to rouse the. indignation of
mm,kmd, s to tell thienmi thmt they shall-not - have

UV
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redress as of right, but on the permission and indils
gence  of, authority. The disgust excited: by this
;s‘in‘ggl“aﬂ‘y.‘ unwise measure was not confined to the
numercus Commanding Officers of Corps, who. pre-
ferred the charges against Lieutenant-colonel. Munre,
but extended to the whole Military Body. -

The transition. from this to the succeeding act of
the Government, is consistent with the principle
adopted : from the impediment of the couise of
Military Inquiry, the step is not far to the denial of
Military Appeal. I shall merely state, and leate the
fact to make its own impression, that the Officers,
suffering from the release of the Quarter-master-
general, forwarded a Memorial to Sir G. Barlow,
‘dddressed to the Court of Directors, through, and
\'\;i’t’n;ﬁm recommendation of the Com mander-in-chief,
which: the Governor refused to transmit. *

"The next arbitrary measure of Sir G. Barlow, the
s,:spcnuoa Tof the Commander-in-chief, .and the
Beputy-adjutant-general, requires some explanation,
and demands a more particular notice, In a Govg‘ru-
ment Order of the 5lst of January, this unprece-
dcﬁtved»act:-is" announced to the army, and the reason
is “assigned” for "this extraordinary ";xertion of t}rg:
civil power. "The sué,pcnsion of the immediate head
of the army: is declared to. be occasioned-by .a publi¢
reprimand passed by that Officer, in his capacity of
Commaunder-in-chief, on Lieutepant-colonel Munro ;
and the Depﬁ‘ty-ﬂz‘l‘rfljiiiaﬁ‘t@éheral is suspended, on the
avowed. ground of having: girculated the reprimand of
the Commander-in-chief, under his official signature;
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The: supposed culpability of the principal’ and his
agent, depeund alike on the order of: reprimand:;
which must be conceived to impute no very‘¢omnion
offence, since'it is punished in so unusual a manmner,
I shall place this very black and threatening paper,
with all its features of criminaiity, inthe hands of the
reader. It is in tenour as follows i~ S

GENERAL ORDERS BY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Head-quarters, Choultry Plain, Fanuary 28, 1809,

¢¢ The immediate departure of .Lieutcnant-gcneral Macdowall
from Madras will prevent him from pursuing the design of
I}r:nging Lieutenant.colonel Munro, Qua,rter.master.general, “to
trial, for disrespect to the Commander-in-chief, for disobedience of
orders, and for contempt-of military authority, in having resorted
to the civil government in defiance of the officer at the head of the
army, who had placed him under arrest, on charges preferred
against him by a number of officers commanding native corps; in
consequence of which appeal direct to the Honourable ithe Presi-
dent in Council, Licutenant.general Macdowall received a positive
order from the Secretary to Government to liberate Lieufeﬁaut,
colonel Munro from his confinement. Such conduct ‘én the’ part
of Colonel-Munro being destructive of suburdination, .sybversive
of military discipline, a violation of the sacred rights of the Com-

mander-in-chief, and holding out a most dangerous example to the.

service, Lieutenant-general Macdowall, in support of the dignity

~of the:profession, and his own station- and:.charactery-feels it in-

cumbent on him to express his strong disapprobation of Licutenant-
‘colonel Munro’s unexampled proceedings, and considers it a
solemn  diity”’ imposed on him to reprimand Lieutenant-colonél

-Munro in .Ggneral 'Opders, and he is hereby ‘reprimanded ac.

pordingly, o ST
¢ Deputy-adj utant-general of the Aym

Pl

L Siis g

o Imay fairlyiadk the reader, mow the Order r~i5'{ﬁ%s$;
in-his.memory} avhether: he has - discovered;i i this
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simiple reprimand, 'so signal an offence against the
dignity ot ‘the Government, as to demand suchan
extreme example, as the suspension without inquiry
of the Cominander-in-chief, and one of the principals
of his staff?:* T should ask him rather, whether he

does not'observe, in this imputed libel on the Governt

nent, the most delicate attention in the Commarnders
m-chief, the most evident and mioute care not/to
involve the name of the Government in his just’ cen-
sure on the conduct of the object of the reprimand?
The cause of these Officers might be rested on the
very natural answer which the reader may be-expected
to return to these direct questions. But the demea~
nour of the Commander-in-chief is represented in this
and other instances to have been so offensive to
Government, so violent in-itself, and so dangerous in
its consequencesto Mi'itary discipline, that I shall be
excused in dwelling a little longer on this part of the
subject.: '

* If one were studying a circumstance of eulogium to
the memory of Lieutenant-gencral Macdowal (for,
alas ! -he is no-more), he might refer, perhaps, to this
very Order, as an instance of the victory of ‘a well-
regulated mind over impetuous feeling and passion.
What might be the mingled sentiment; under which,
he wrote this reprimand, may be easily imagined, by
referring to the circumstances which drew forth the
censure, R
*In the prosecution of the even comse: of his pre-

setibed duty, dietared by the legislature/of his country,
TreneralMacdowall bad received cliarkes aguimst an
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Officer of his Staff, the Quarter-master-general of the-
Army, whom he had placed under arrest as a prepa-
ratory step to trial. It would seem almost unne-
cessary for me to state, that the Commandecr-in-chief;
by a positive Act of Parliament, 1s required to receive
the: complaints of all persons subject to his command,-
and to speed them through the intermediate stages to
a Martial Court : that he alone in India is vested with
this-duty and authority. In the immediate discharge
of his-oftice, and in the first step to the inquiry directed
byithe law, an Officer of his Staff impeaches the
exercise of his office, imputing blame ; remonstrating
against the conduct of his superlor; and appealing,
as it is absurdly called, to the Civil Government, for
redress.  The General acquaints the Quarter-master-
general with the irregularity and injustice of his
demeanour, and that he will be obliged to prefer an
additional charge against him for his wnmilitary be-
haviour, in questioning and arraiguing his aets.
The latter, nevertheless, perseveres, applies. to the
Government, who, strange to tell, orders the Quar-
ter-master-general from his arrest, though informed
by the Generalat the instant - that he ‘inteuded to
found a public complaint against the accused for per-
sonal distespect: to himself.

Under these provocations, of no very slight nature,
Lieutenaut-genera) - Macdowall thought  hjmself
obliged to reprimand an Officer, thus slighting and
despising; his apthority, and to explain to.-the suitors
proseeuting the ¢harges, and. the army-.in. geveral
anterested in. the trausaction, the mannerin which
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the Quarter-master-general had been liberated: from
hts arrest,

“Thus called upon to vindicate his own dignity, and
the power confided to him by his Majesty and the

Legislature, as well as the rights of those submitted

to his protéction, he issued the reprimand in ques-
tion: and a more cautious and more guarded coms
position could not have been penned, so-as to assert

his'own power ‘within its prevince, and not to. mifringe:
on the due authority of the Civil -Government.’
Clear, however, as the intent of General Macdowall

is in this instrument, evident as it is in expression,
yet the Government and its apologists have scruti<
nized this paper with an evil eye, and pretend to say
that they have found in it the most mischievous de=
sign of agitating the minds of the army, and of sub~
verting the civil- administration of aftairs.
“In order to establish that evil intent in the repriv
mand; ‘the Government identifies itself, most need+
léssly;‘ not to say foolishly, with the Quarter-master~
general, - and presumes that he cannot be blamed
without implicating it. The weakness of such a
supposition has been shewn in an early letter. But,:
however desirous the Government be to share the
reprimand with' their favourite, it is evident that the-
General ‘has forborn to impute any censure to it.!
This observable deference ought to have convinced:
the Government of his respect; rather than have been»
violently construed into designed -contumely...: But
the patience and silence -of - the' Commaunder-in-chief,’
pn the treatment of Government; which is not defens
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sible on any principle or avanisent, is most dignified
and instructive.  He aliudes net to any act of the
Government, further than it had ordered the release
of Lieutenant-colonel Munro, by the hand of the
Secretary ; but makes not a single comment, where
one, with less temper and moderation, might have
been justified in urging many.

~The apologists of Sir G. Barlow defend . the act of
the release of Colonel Munro, as arising out of a
legal appeal, as itis termed, of that Officer, to the
Civil Government; and so it is preposterously stated
by the Judge-advocate-general of Madras; and it is
argued, that it was competent for Colonel Munro te
apply direct to Government, on the refusal of General
Macdowall to forward the supposed appeal. But
whoever heard of an appeal before the case had pro=
ceeded into the Court of original jurisdiction ?,. If
such a course were tolerated, it would be a very trim
method of getting rid of a complaint, without the
tedious form of investigation. Whoever heard, it
may be asked, of an appeal from the formularly acts
of a Commander-in-chief, in receiving and proceed-
ing on charges, lawfully preferred tohim? Did any
Government, before this, allow a public Officer’s
conduct to be impugned by others, and condemned
hy itself, without the shadow of imputation on his
motives.? Let the apologists answer these questxons
end defend Sir G. Barlow if they can. -

I therefore contend, that the suspension of General‘
Macdowall, was a most unauthorized act, 1endered:
more obnoxious :and odious, from the manner; in.
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MR T as effected.  TF e nemitied rdasonfortiie
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% Of the! mxpelwy of this Order Mr. PiTrie speaks int hdhivdt
drresistiblesterms ; and admirably ridicales, thepanner inwhidh it
was attemy ted to be enforcul It may not be unsoasundfllc to re-
mind the rmdm that when General MacnoWw Air’"fx 0 Tel e
Rooads of Ma dras, and ‘was nearly out of sightioPthe Gavﬁls’(?r{,
-that several angry shots were fired, and the: thunder;gf;thewhole
artillery on the ramparts was let loosc to bring back the ship in
which he sailed. This extraordinary noise terrified-and - alarmed,
as might be expected, the entire Settlement, and called it to the
béach to witness the cool and contemptuous depmtme‘o*ﬁ thc
General, and the sneaking and impotent resentmentof ithe deeﬁn
ment, But to.return_to Mr. P.’s Statement.

SN By @ vain and urpractxcablc attempt 'to recﬂl the ﬁ!np whigh
J}mdwaﬂed‘ w¥ith *General Vla,cdowall on -board;' we - loweredi tlip
wespoctability of Government ‘in the eycs of the Settlement s and
'by fdimaﬂy dmma%mw ‘him- from a commandhe “had in: m\,t é-
sigited 5 and after “his” departure for' Kngland, “we - exposed out
cmin‘c:'* ‘to- the 1mpufat|ou of 'weakness, undisguised resentmient§,
and an-iselesy” unavailmﬂ display of tigor. & tile Commander:in.
chxef had ‘Been allowed: to’ de vart withont these useleys manifosta
tions of restuimettt, Lowithout, ina mannes, implicating the: Arfn‘y
i his' catise, Tre: and the order W(,uld Ha.\c béelwfm‘gnt{en mvgbm,
‘course of a féwitweelkd, i onn :

[ITCIRR L RRIRR L ARVIY S §

¢ Did we improve ﬂ""';f-.ﬁ)or.ﬁ'ﬁétib}f“df fheiArmy, by the
remov.ﬂ of ihe Gerieral 2. “Did’ we dvaw tighter the Donds 6f olbe-
diénce ¥ Dxf! we ac‘d greatcr lustre to the dignity of government?
Did we'impréss the’ m;nds bf “the' Offiveferwil higheh and merd
just-ideas of our power: ‘and; aethdeity? ncAnd - dideithis: mieasure
of mex‘actimblé ‘coereion tendito: sﬁf)press stha temporasy tistost.
tente, and remov‘e evely ‘cﬁus‘e of" c@mpﬁunt Ifraﬁx th& m;md; oftha
Army PR O R E SR S b ferod ol b aew g Jsmndt ads

“oymrd

s anaas traas
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MWhy talk of his inflammatory conducton other flregenf

accasions,  never expressed to the General -himself,

nor explained to the army ? - Why hoard mp, civeums-

stances of imputation, in order to pour themy forth in
an aggregate form on some available occasion, sought
and found, and proclaimed—safely proclaimed, be-
hind.the. back and the hearing of the party ? - It
‘calls up: an involuntary indignation to reflect on such

qugeedmfrs, andheal them dxo‘m‘ned Wxth the Eastem

tex,m,s,,ef energy. and mag namnnty, at the exrense too

ofither inemory of 'a man who had falr pretensmns o

TP IR CRCTS B ST Tl

[ A it e it

"'! u'w y.\

~iSpeaking, ,ua;ftgrwa,rds of the Ordcr of thc l.f;t‘f..qf' J@,}@am’

M. Petrie asserts im0 e b anild

¢¢ The publication ‘of this Order gave ‘an universal impulse to
thiiarmy, and led to discussions of infinite danger. to. thefirmest
priteiples of - established . authority.. 1f{ we; had .overlaoked; the
eonduct - or misconduct. of these. Officers . (Colonel, Capper. and
Major Boles) no one- will seriously affirm .that: the, autherity - rof
Government would have been weakened, the-discipline and subor-
dination of the Army. relaxed,. or the security. of the State.endan,
gered ; but, by the:suspension of these Officers, . we have, called
forth feelings and passions. in the Military mind, which have shaken
the. authority: of Government to its centre, disarganized. and. con=
vulsed the. army,—and _to.the conviction of all, have now.at this
time brought our best and most valuable interests .Jnto imminent
danger, and, I fear, msuperable dxﬂiculhes, L

.&¢ The offence came from-the General dnd he V\as pumshtd for.
lt ‘but to suspend from the service the mere: mstmments of Ofﬁce,

- for the ordinary transmission of an Order.to the Army, was uni-

versally condemned:as.an act. of inapplicable. seven.t}{ ‘which might
do infinite :mischief; . but: _could not accomplish any gogd, or, h}e:ngw‘
ficial:purpose.: 1t . was..to court unpopulauty, and. add, fue.L 19
the flame, which was ready to burst forth in every dlnsmn of the
Army.”
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these qualities, and an universal acknowledgment of
them, except from the mouths of those who have
breathed calumniously on his fame. In justice to
the assailed and vilified character of the departed
General, I shall feel it right to resume this subject
in my next.

INDUS.

Harley-strect, April 19,
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LETTER VI

HAVING explained the circumstances that led
to the reprimand of Lieutenant-colonel Munro, hay-
ing offered, as I consider, a complete justification of
Lieutenant-general M‘Dowall in publishing that
reprimand to the army, and having defended him
against the offence imputed by the Government; I
shall proceed to the refutation of the general calum-
nies, spread far and wide, by the partizans of Sir G.
Barlow, on the memory of the departed Commander-
in-chief. It is not surprising that they who panegy-
rize the measures of the local Governor, should en-
deavour, in humble imitation, to walk in his footsteps.
It must be treasured in the mind of the reader, that
until General M Dowall had removed from Fort St.
George, never to return, the Government abstained
from the manifestation of that vigour and magnani-
mity demonstrated in the order of the 31st of January.
It miglit be an effort of prudence, perhaps, to avoid
a_couflict between two contending authoritics, each
powerful in its spheré, and await for the favourable
season, when the one should be withdrawn, and the
field left open to the possession of the other, where
E
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it might bluster, and command, and condemn, withs
out the ‘tcalful presence of an opponent.  But though
thts nieasure of the Government may be thought by
some to have a claim to the reputation of worldly
wisdom, it has so many disrecommendatory qualities
about it, as tot to render it a precedent and fair
ample of imitation. It has, however, been servilely
copied by those, who would support the administra-
tion of Sir G. Barlow. There is a certain squeamish-
uess, an affectation of reluctance about them, when
they first commence their labour. They are loth,
they would have us believe, to assail the character of
the dead ; but justice leaves them no other means,
but to dlg into the grave of the hero, for the defence
of their patron ; as if the ashes of General M ‘Dowall
should be disturbed because Sir Gi. Barlow must, at
all events, be defended. But these men, even while
thus employed in profaning the sacred sepulchre, still
feel, or pretend to feel, the worth or virtue of the
principle which they are directly violating.  They
talk it bravely of justice, and shew what it strictly
demands : nay, they promise too, most liberally, that
they will conduct themselves according to its dic-
tates ; that they will be guided in all they say by the
unerring voice of truth ; that they will speak from
record, or proof of equal credit: and if their practice
and doctrine had been consistent ; had they confined
themselves to facts, or seeming, ﬁcts, I should not have
censured their conduct, merely because it had violated
that respect which is usually shewn to the deceased.
But whllc these words are on then‘ tonoue, then hands

ol

otfend a Ofumt every rule they have themaehm p1c~
sulbed for-their guidance, lhev sin w1th their eyes
émcn, and in face of then own pxeceptb, and thelr
(‘ondcmnahon PlO(‘(Ldb even out of their own mouths

The late Commander-in-chief, as the pubhcatlom
favourmo the local Government would- have meu
think, Wwas covered with offences of so d cep a dxe S0
peculxmiy marked and striking, that it was 1mpos-
sible not to (llscem and discerning not to condema
them.  And yet the wisdom and energy of Sir G.
Bdllow, which he well knew how to exert on an
af'tel occa.snon,' and without any deli icacy or 1(0a1d
to persons, suffered this scarlet sinner to fill the mea-
sure of his guilt, before he thought plopel ‘to inter-
fere; nay, he allowed him to turn hlb b’le on the
Govemmcnt before the hue and cry was maonam—
mously 1axsed against him. - L

Let us examine, a little closely, t:he‘n‘):‘zitteré Vo‘f
which General M‘Dowall is accused. Itis saul-—-—'v_

That he mtlmate}y kuew the crying distresses
of the Compam‘ and the consequent necessity of
reductlons——

Fllat he' expxessed himself satisfied to the Govern-
ment with the hbemhty of its arrangements, and dis-
countenanced the' pletensmns of the army, while he
fomented p pm atel) the grievances of that body which
he affected to condemn.

‘That hé plessed on the GO\ ernment a multlphuty
of COrrespondence fnndmo to embarrass 1ts oper atmns
zmd Injure its authomy.‘_

“That he interfered in’ the- complamts of the Cm




33
Service, and particutinly shared 1 tlie contentious
pr(,-c*cedmgs in the Stipfcmc Court. .

That he was {rivolous, forsooth, and cewardly it
the choice of time for the publication of his repri«
mand. N

That he repented slowly, but seriously of his con-
duct; which he thereby admitted to be erroneous.

This is a limited account of the crimes plc\ud on
the General, enough certainly to weigh down ths
strongest body.  But, before they are allowed to rest
there, it must be considered whether such a load of
cffence existed, and next, whether it was ap i)ll(f‘bl‘“
‘o his back. It is not because ‘\m‘ G. Barlow, and
his advocates wish to relieve him of a weight, that it
is consequently to be thrown on the r ady allou}d"c:r
of the unfurtunate Commander-in-chief. What ¢ o.ﬁ -
cial document,” it may beasked, what, informat;on
of un questionable authority” is there preduced to
sustain the long catalogue of ciimes? Where are
the pxoofa on which we are called upon to condemn,
dnd to the plodnctxon of which the partizans of Six
(. Barlow stand pledged?

It is no where shewn that General J¢Dowall had
()me knowlcdf‘e than any indifferent individual in
Tndia, of the state of the Company’s finances, which
these writers describe to bein so ruinous a condition
as to demand a reduction in the pay or perquisites of
the army. On the contrary, it 13 ev ery where appa-
rent, and it is the constant endeavour of the pubhu
tions in question to demonstrate, that he'did not live
in covﬁdence with the Government, or SCEllCGl) in
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ordinary communication; and therefore, unless e
may be expected to swear orjudge on the bare dictum
of these ex-parte writers, we have nothing to rely on
for this the primary position.

But admitting the circumstances of the Company
to beas ruinous as these gentiemen contend, and
that the General was convinced, as much as they, of
the truth of that lamentable fact, where does it ap-
pear, which was undertaken to be proved, that the
Commander-in-chief had represented himself to be
satisfied with the arrangements which Sir G. Barlow, or
his predecessor, had recommended in the necessity of
things ? Tt is not to be found, most undoubtedly,
m the General’s letter of the 16th of May ; for in
that he says—

“ The abolition of the Bazar Fund first, and lastly,
“ the degradation of the military character, from the
¢ Commander-in-chief to the youngest Ensign ; the
‘¢ late reductions, and especially the abrogaticn of the
“ Tent Contract, are among other prominent features;
“and I much lament the expediency which occasioned
““ these disgdsting measures.”

This 1s no direct proof, it should seem, of the satis-
faction of the General at the liberality of Sir G. Bai-
low’s measures. It is necessary to inquire a litile
farthier about thc slace where 1t is (o be found, since
oun this the principal fault of the General must depeund.
He is charged, it is to he recollected, that he was

o4,
well content thh the acts of the (mvum.u 1t that
he had counsidered them most liberal; a: ud that

while he profess (’d such an Tmoression outward v,
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‘hé ¥as pursuing the uncandid- and unmanly conduct
underneath, of aggravating the fancied grievances of”
the a’t’m‘V, and promoting its complaints. Before we-
can give credit to such a motive in him, who is now
ineapable of defending himself, we must demand §oine‘
evidence of the fact. The authors of the publications
before us, not only say they have such eviderce, but
have the audacity to refer to it. They fearlessly”
advance the fact, and point, in a note; to the supposed’
wiitten letter of the General, in conobmanon of then”

assertion.

~ “General M‘Dowall, (say they) in a letter which’

““was received from him on the subject of this ar-

‘ rangement, expressed his satisfaction at ‘the libe-
““rality of Government, and his opinion that the
And a reference

““army had cause to be satisfied.” ’
s thereupon made to C and D in the Appendix*
ieaving us mno room to doubt, on the first reading;
that such a letter was inserted among the annexed
papers. Many readers might not have been as anxious
and interested as myself in the character of the Gene-
ral, so as to take the trouble of turning to the” Ap?
pendix for the confirmation of the circimstance as-
serted—Dbut if they had, what must have been their
indignation on discovering, that no ‘suchTetter existed;

and that the whole seemed a low artifice, ‘a paltry
trick, to cajole the reader and to blackeh: the memory
of the accused Will they be mdméd ‘after such’d
specimen, to give a willing faith 't thets, hanmrw on
no other té‘btll‘l()n\’ than the crcch“E"off such merxs
Assertionsd - - <P Seaiase
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It is clear, from the passage already quoted .from.
General M ‘Dowall’s letter of the 16th May,. that he
did not consider the army to have been liberally dealt
with—the whole tenour of it is to that effect.  But.
1t is said, by these defamers of the deceased General,,
and the eulogists of living authority, that he dis-
countenanced, in this letter, the pretensions of the
army.. But I must own, perhaps from dulness of
complehensxon that I cannot see any sach tendency
in it.

The General, in this letter, seems desirous of
checking the mode by which the army was seeking
to redress their grievances, by the preparation and
prosecution of a Memorial to the Governor-general ;
but though he finds fault with the marner of urging
them, he by no means pronounces an opinion as to
the substance or nature of the grievances themselves,
éxcept, indeed, as I have before explained, that they
were well founded in point of fact. It is not to the
alleged grievances, but the course of redress, that the
Commander-in-chief objects. This circumstance will
explain a subsequent part of his conduct, which is
reproached with the character of inc onsistency ; be-
cause it favours the transmissal of a Memorial to the
Court of Duectms from the Officers of the Coast
army. This second Memoual is not submitted in
these publications; so that there are no means of as-
certaining in what it differed from the paper which
the General, in the first instance, disapproved, not so
much in substance, as it has been shewn, as the man-
ner of it.  Representation from the army to the
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Court of Directors, itis well known, is not very rare;
and it is to be observed, that the Gieneral himself, in
the letter of the 16th of May, states, that many points
have heen gained by it; so that precedent, at least,
was in favour of such application, if properly pur-
sued. It is fair to presume that it was rightly made
here, if there be nothing to prove the contrary; for
the presumption is always on the behalf of a public
officer. None could be supposed so competent to
judge of the time, the circumstance, and the manner
of a representation of this sort, as the Commander-
m-chief; and it must be obvious to the meanest ca-
pacity, that what might be improper at one season,
and in one way enforced, might, at another period,
and under another form, be fit and prudent. Cir-
cumstances must always govern in points of this
nature; it being impossible to prescribe a general rule
to embrace every occurrent case. To say that repre-
sentations from the army, cannot be made to the
Court of Directors by the body of the army; and yet
that they proceed thither, and are attended to, would
seem strange in the extreme. And as they must be
taken, when they pass thither, as so many appeals
from the proceedings of the local Government, it is to
be assumed that they can seldom reach there, at-
tended by the approbaticn of the constituted autho-
rities of India. \ :
But I have lamented before that the two papers are
‘not produced, in order that the different features of
~them might be examined. Dut even supposing that
they were pretty much alike, it is not impossible or

7
unhicely that in process of time, the Genéral, with
out 1mputing any great-inconsistency to him; might
have considered ditferently of the subject than he did
onfirst thoughts.  The agitation of the army might
have been such at this moment that he conceived it
more wise to overlook the circumstance of the public
discussion of grievances, and to let it pass unob-
served, that the ill humour of the army might be
disburthened in a way less dangerous to the State,
and ultimately subside and pass off in the interval of
the reference to Lngland, than repress it with the
hand of authority. This he would have an additional
reason for doing, if he felt himself, as I have de-
monstrated that he did, that there was abundant cause
for the discontent of the army, and little enough dis-
position in the Government to attend to its represen-
tations. Thus the distinct acts of the General, at
two distinct wras, may be well reconciled to each
other, without involving him in the charge of incon-
sistency: nay, what is worse, of a deficiency in that

‘candour and sincerity, which are the lively and lovely
characteristics of the soldier.

This seems the only interpretation that can be en-
tertained of the Commander-in-chief’s. conduct, in
our present information, unless we be disposed to take
our view of it from the partial, garbled, and misrepre-
sented statements of his adversaries, and their crude
and indigested: deductions from them. In such a

spirit the British:public never judges in any case, and

~will not, most certainly, in one, hallowed as it were,

from. the unseemly attack of enmity. and the tonch
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of interested baseness, in the sanctuary of the
grave.

‘Hitherto, it may be remarked, that the calumni-
ators of the memory of General M‘Dowall have pre-
tended to have some document of his own, or some

notorious admitted fact, on which they have dared.

to utter their reproach. But they have not even the
flimsy pretence of an alleged official paper, or-ac-
knowledged fact for the support of any one of -the

latter propositions, which they have unblushingly

laid down. He must be Credulity personified; who,
after what I have stated and shewn, shall take an un-
accredited and unsupported assertion in these puhbli-
cations, as the ground of his belief, yet on nothing
but this airy and visionary foundation does every other
allegation stand. There is no evidence whatever,
notwithstanding the sounding professions and pro-
mises of these writers, of embarrassing correspon-
dence, of interference with the Civil and Juridical
questions ; of frivolity of demeanour; of timidity in
action ; or of ulterior repentance. These accumu-
lated accusations hang on the offensive breath of
defamation ; seeking to taint a reputation gained by
toil, and sustained by honour. His worthy assailants
are not satisfied with attempting to murder or man-
gle hLis memory, but call him back again to human
action, to make him the suicide of his fame. They
represent him, shamefully represent him, in. the sad
condition of a malefactor, giving the last proof, from
his own lips, of the guilt for which he is .condemned.
It is impracticable to carry malice further: it has
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seldom, thank Heaven, proceeded hitherto so far.
Let these men enjoy a precedency, which none will
ever dispute with them; let their glory shine alone,
and may the world stand aloof to gaze on it.

~If General M‘Dowall had occasion to heave a re-

luctant sigh, as connected with his public conduct, -
it must have sprang from the contemplation. of -the.

unfortunate, but unforeseen, and, I may add, impro-

bable consequences that have resulted from the pub- .

lication of his lawful orders; which have overwhelmed:
his Staff; and natural adherents, in his imputed per~
sonal offence. A heart like his, genuine and maanly,

might' feel, without shame, for others, while it was

wholly indifferent about itself. But that it could

accuise itself of faults it could not own, nor-at this
time ‘imagine, requires, in order to ensure ‘our belief},-

stronger evidence even than the oath of a declared
and avowed agent, though the favourer and favourite
of an Eastern Government.. The best refutation of
the insinuations against the courage of the General,
in- the prosecution of his purpese in the reprimand
given to: the Quarter-master-general, is the conduct
of his' detractors=—=none of whom have ventured to

atter their cénsures.in his presence. And some have:

waited for months until accounts have been received
ofthis.' death, > before they:attempted to blast his
miemory. - But' it is; happily, beyond the reach of
saéh dssanlts? it isiteo much revered, to demand any
additional» ¢ommendation——it might suffer while it
coatd receive no dresh-lustré from ‘the praise of
VHarley Stréet, Apt asi 0 0 INDUS,
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LETTER VIL

FIIE orders of the Government of St Geeme, under
date the 31st January, embraced the case of Major
BowrEs, as well as the Commander-in-chief.  Suffici
ent has already been obscrved in respect to the for-
mer Officer; all, indeed, that has been remarked in
application to the suspension of General MDowarr,
necessarily serves to the justification of Major BorLzs.
But if the defence of the Commander-in-chief had
been less perfect than it is, it would not follow that
the Deputy Adjutant-general was culpable in giving
currency to the express orders of his superior; unless
such orders had glaringly exceeded the scope of the
Commander-m-chlefs authority, or the execution of
the object of them would infiinge on the positive
law of the State.

It has been clearly shewn, that the general orders
of the 28th January, were within the limit of the le-
gal powers of the Commander-in-chief, and affected
not, on the most fanciful interpretation of them, any
lawful regulation; 1 shall, thcnefmc, decline any fur-
ther observation on the case of the Deputy Adjutant-
general, except in pointing out a principle which

b1

seems peculiarly adapted to it, and which will be the
more readily granted by the advocates of Sir G, Bag-
Low, since it has been by him extended to a case sup-
posed to be similar, though some of its features are
evidently of anather family.

Anotber Gentleman of the Commander-in-chief’s
Staff, the Quarter-master-general, had committed an

" act, it is szid, under the orders of his principal, or at

least under the seeming cover or protection of his
name, which had worked a real or imaginary evil to
several Members of the Almy who, consequently,
preferred charges, sanctioned by the Supreme Military
Authority, against that Stafi-Officer, which led to
his arrest.  He was liberated instantly by the arm of
the Government (the A{wdras Government), because,
fmscoth it could not tolerate the idea, that a subor-
mndte thcer should suffer for his obedience to the
commands of his Chief. In defending the Quarter-
master- ocneral this doctrine 1is solicitously and

alml\ pressed:— It would have been inconsistent
€ (says Sir G. Eauow) with the evident principles
‘,‘ ()fJustxcc that a public Officer should be liable to

< the ob[agm/ ot a¢rial, foran act not Ais, but that
< of his supertors.”  Was this, it may be asked, the
measure meted out to Major Boles?  But the Deputy-
aqutant <>enelal was not, perhaps, in such good
odoul at the Govex nment-lioyse as his bxothel Officer
on the Staﬂ‘ o
On the da) fo!iowmo the publ ication of the orders,

for the suspeuaxon of Lieutenant- oenclal M‘Dowall
dnd Ma‘}ox Bo s, pothﬂ (,\“it!Oll ~of supreme ven-
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geance was 1iad lel 6 {'W‘ astonishment

of the army,
in the like removal rém office and the service, of Co-
lonel Capper, the Adjiutant-gencral of the avmy; be-

cause the order of the Commander-in-chiet” had goue
through that medium to the hands of his Dcpnt\ Tt
was nét possible that mercy should connect itself
with any sharer in the black offence of the 28th of
January.

Colonel Capper, in the liberal spirit, which always
marked and characterized his actions, bnouoht this
punishment on himself, by an attempt to exonerate
his Deputy from all participation in the currency
given'to General MDowall’s orders. —He represented
that the blame, if any blame had been incurred, in the
publication of the orders in question, was exclusively
his.own; as he had particularly directed the Deputy-
adjutant-general to issue that péper, who had con-
finied: himself strictly to the line of his duty. If any
otie therefore ought to suffer, he could not but coit-
sider himself the object, being the principal in the
Adjutant-general’s Office. Neither the candour nor
the liberality of this avowal, nor the Government's
own principle, alas! could save the person once de-
nounced: bv‘fhe""inﬂniated Government, thouo‘h it
drew fresh anger on the head of another victim. The
reader will feel iio difficulty in judging, whether the

occasion demanded all this demonstration of revenge.

The conduct of Colonel C‘éjﬁpér-‘ is cehstired in.the
publications on the 'behalf 'of the  Government,’
being froward and eontumacious.” IHxé nmnl\v dec

ration in favour of lis'Depaty-~his a}fpmpmtlon ot

7
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the imputed crime to himself] is styled in these as s
“ direct and exulting avowal of participation in the
“ offence.” He is stated, among other things, to
have said, “in a tone wide of regret” (butywhat re-
gret was necessary?), ‘‘ that he was the responsible
¢ person; that it would not rest with Sir G. Barlow,
“ but with his Sovereign, to decide on his case; and
““ if he should be dismissed, he should G LORY in dismis-
“ sion on such an occasion.” 'The order for the sus-
pension of Colonel Capper became in consequence (1t
is added) an unavoidable measure.

If it were supposed to be unavoidable from the bold
tenour of his declaration, I shall not scruple to ad-
vance, without the dread of contradiction, that no
vain glorious representation, such as that just noticed,
was ever made by Colonel Capper. It may suit the
defenders of Sir G. Barlow's arbitrary acts, to put
such words into his mouth ; but they are ¢heirs and
not kis words. If even the Secretary to the Govern-
ment, to whom the Addressor the supposed Address
was made, wereto vouch officially for the authenticity
of the statement, mentioned in these anonymous pub-
lications, 1 should deciine his authority, and retain
my own opinion, formed as it is on the account of
Colonel Capper himself, reduced into writing at a
time when his actions and his words were fresh and
unfaded on the memor y.

Ifit should be supposed for an instant that he could
ha\e given a.. colouxmo' to his conversation with the
%ecﬁ;etary, it must have been consistent, it is to be im-
agined, with his temper at the time.——Had he been
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courting popular opinion—had he been desirous ot
appearing a willing martyr to the cause of General
M Dowall, or the army-—he would have Leen studi-
ous, in his description of what he communicated to
the Secretary for the ear of Government, to preserve
the exulting character and tone in which he is said
to have spoken. There could be no reason in dis-
sembling it—since it would have shewn what he must
have most wished to be understood. But he has sub-
dued, in his modest account of the transaction, the
boastful and self-important pretensions attributed to
him; and has laid claim to nothing more thana
manly discharge of his duty in a plain and unosten-
tatious way, placing himself, with a gallautry natu-
ral to him, between his brave companion and the
danger which threatened to consume him; devoting
himself (unhappily) to destruction, without the part-
ing consolation of having saved his friend. Though
the Government had ne fancy for the approbation of

so noble a disinterestedness, it ought to have pro-

tected the actor from the censure of its partizans.

In the usual strain of their bravery and public spi-
rit, these Gentlemen have contemned the principles
sanctioned by the general voice, and have offered up
another lifeless victim,* regardless of the universal

* This gallant officer, (Colonel Capper) not less naticeable for
the urbanity of his manners, than the activity of his service, and
for contempt of ease and gain, in the consultalion of profcssional
honour, embarked in the same ship with General M¢Dowall, which

«freighted with the best and brightest hopes of the Iidian army,
unhappily foundered at sea.—Tpr Eprror. - \
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indignation at the shrine of an 1mphc(tbie Deu_}
th{e these generous souls ¢ war only with the

“ dead;” it is truly whimsical to pexcewe_th} 1 what
a delicate courtesy they ticat the /living who fall ac-
cidentally within tlieir notice; and who possibly
might not sit easy under the tenour of their observa-
tions. The practice may have in safety what it un-
fmtunatelv wants in spirit.

The bold, unusual acts of the 31st of Janudry, and
the 1st of the succeeding month, summarily dis'-
pensing with the services of the Commander-in-chief,
and of two principal Officers of his Staff, filled the
Army, as it may be supposed, witli indignation and
disgust. The expression of this latter sentiment was
so explicit, that it escaped not the attention of the
Goxemment and made it forego, for a moment, the
exercise of the high authonty which was to be the
rule and reason of its conduct. ’

Delighting in extremes, its littleness becathe now
as distinguishable as its preceding pride. Sieeing"tha-t
RMajor Boles, the only remaining Otﬁcer of the con-
demned Staff (for General M‘Dowall and Colonel
Cappgi‘ had then sailed for England), would n’sf make
any solicitation to be re-admitted to his station. wan-
tonly taken from him; the Government, in the true
spirit of its plOCCUlm"s sent two dignified Com-
missioners, a member of the Council and the new
Commander-in-chief (& lajor-general Gowdie), 0
treat with the honest, but refractory, Deputy- adjutazm
general, and to endeavou to puichase, with the price

of his lost place, an apolpgy from him, even of his
:E‘
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own dictation, for the offence which Sir G. Barlow
had been pleased to take at his conduct, in the due
discharge of the functions of his office. As a gratu-

itous act of benevolence it was graciously hinted, what
the partisans of Sir G. Barlow have repeated in their

publications, that the suspension was a pure matter
of sport—and meant to be done away, on the merest

form of an excuse. “ They did but jest,” as Ham-
let says, * poison in jest, no offence i'th’world.” But
Major Boles not exactly comprehending or relishing
the joke, did not come into the lenient and merciful
views of this playful Government, choosing rather to
suffer the effect of this new sort of pleasantry, than
to establish a precedent, through his submission, for
the repetition of the droll.  For this bad taste in him,
he was not ouly precluded from the finished society
of the Government, but was excommunicated altoge-
ther, and his comrades were afterwards banished from
Madras, if it could be called a banishment, for having
déréd to receive him within their thresholds, and
-were suspended from the Army List and their Staft
appointments, because, in a sense of his imaginary
sufferings, they had voluntarily subscribed for his
support.

While rendered thus an outcast, and. deprived of the
means of existence from the charitable sentiment of
his brethlen, will it be believed, that this stubborn
and hardened oﬁendel of whom we should conceive
thaJ: the Government. Would be. 01&(1 at any rate te
get ud was detamed to stawe mn. Indl,a and was not

allowcd ultlmately to have a plllChdSﬁd passage .t
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Furope, until after several months salicitation, “and
then by an intermediate transportation to Bengal ?—
If this incontrovertible and admitted statement shall
have made any impression on the reader—~what sen-
timent must the knowledge of these sufferings have
created, on the scene where they were passing under
men’s immediate eyes ? 1 shall not state it—for it
cannot be misconceived.

- Foiled in shaking the admirable constancy of an
individual, the next attempt of the Government was,
to  pervert the plain understandings of the Army,
by gi'\‘fiﬂ'g a false gloss to the act, which had induced
all ‘the mischief of the reprobated Orders of the
31st'of January and the 1st of the next month.

- This absurd attempt was made through the medium
of'a public Order of the 6th of February, in which the
Government condescends, in an unaccustomed good
humour, to explain most minutely the meotives of its
previous act, and to reason calmly and consiilerété‘lz /
with that body, whose feelings it had before despised.
It defends itself, and Lieutenant-colonel Munro," at

the same moment,  (for heis always a near object)

and’ sets up, without meaning it, perhaps, a most
mgenious and ample defence for Major Boles ; thus

‘treating the“judgment of the Army, even in the in-
stant” of ‘addressing it, with a most pointed con-

temipt; since it was not practicable for it to separate

Ele prin«;ihl’e'"o'iw‘e of the cases from the other, as'it was

chosen té be represented by the Government : though

it ‘was liable in pomt ‘of fact, and to thelr conv:ct‘lon,
to avery distinct consideration. ke
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There never was so bungling an appeal directed to
the common sense of 1easonable creatures—and none
ever made at so truly an unseasonable moment—as if
the army were to be deluded out of their understand-
ings, and their feelings, then violently moved, ‘were

-~ to be preached down by a few soft unmeaning words,

to the forgetfulness of their injuries, and to the-ex-
pected admiration of those, from whose hands' they
had newly proceeded. This is the happy policy of
him, who had manfully condemned " Lieutenant-
general M‘Dowall, as guilty of an act sulversive of
Military discipline and the foundations 'of public
authority, in addressing the Army on the case of
Lieutenant-colonel Munro—little reflecting ~at the
time; that the same dangerous practice should be
followed by himself, and should be related with the
self-same miserable subject. What a charm, a bright
ch"a‘lm is Lonsmtency, and more’ especmlly in om
Rulers!

.. This second. e\peument at concuu.‘non was as httle
successful as the first ; -and left the public mind, Just
as it found'it, in a heated and exasperated state ;-
that other instant means “were to be invented for
soothm@ it, if possible, into.a more hpaitbtul tem-

perament, ‘None were' so ready to the hand, as the

witcheraft of hospitality ; and ‘cards of ihvitation
were de'tlt around in such plenteous profusmn as tg)
take in- the whole extensive circle of the. Presidency;

T)acked with the persuasive ‘and easy eloquenc? nay,

even in. somc mstapces wuh the a,bsolute orglels of

the fiew Commander-in-chief. Yet tha@c.mvntaﬁmms

69

do not appear to have produced half a dozen red-coats
at the Governor's board, and these covering the
backs of his own domestic Staff. What a mortifying
contrast is here, where the ]uxuriousVen‘tk_er,’t;i‘,iénment '
of the Governor, with all the radiance and attraction
of his authority, cannot procure him the a‘.t‘tlgl}dgl}ice
of a guest ; while the object of his oppression. is so
much courted in society, that punishment must be
denounced: and mfllcted in order to drive and scare
men from him? ' :

The petty ill-will ‘that these successive (hsa.pp0mt~
ments stirred, I'shall not dwell upen, nor the provo-
cations to which they gave tise; these are shewn at
arge - in other works,* dealing more in detail, than ‘

* The spleén and minor vengéanée of the local Government,
as. exemphﬁed in its acts; is particalarly shewn in: a publication of
Messrs.' Cadell -and. Davies; on the discontents of the Madras
Army; - That they are not exaggerated, may be collect('fl from
thc sub-omed extract from Mr. I’bt[‘l& s winute. '

"¢ shall at presuxt only advert to the'very lnjudxcxous, indiscreet,
and frivolous disputes; .which, for the last six 'or seven months,
have faken place with:respect. to toasts, invitations, and other
gircumstanecs of the.same nature, in the private. socicties of the
settlement.: The powsr and influence of Government ou one sxde,
and the gennral unpopularity of its measures on the other, pro.-
duced  parties in society, which :very. .extraordinary talents might.
have reconciled, but which authorlty could not suppre;s, In the
commencement of the dnscontents, the Milltary in general at the
Preu&bncy, ‘declinied: acceptm«r of ‘the Governor’s invitations. to
dinner:” ‘This: was taken up in a manner which gave importance to -
a, clrcumstance of no, moment in, 1tsc]f, and, by .making the 1e‘u,al
a bxeach of ‘\/Inmaxy dlau,plmc, 1tmcreased the spirit of renst«mce B
and'i many O!ﬁcers prefel’l‘ed mcunmg thc severest displeastre of
(Govdinment, yathor than give this involuntary test of obedience,
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mine is permitted to indulge. These produced, among
other things, the removal, with one exception, of the
entire class of the members of the Junior Military In-
stitution, the dislocation of several Officers from their
appointments, and the dispersion of battalions- from
the Presidency, to distant Military situations: and
finally, to the mischievous orders of the 1st of
May.

This last public act completed the full measure of
vengeance, discovering to the army that neither num-
bers, rank, nor respect, could withstand, at this junc-
ture, the uncontrolled power of the Governor; that
the most esteemed persons, the best established prin-
ciples were to fall at pleasure, before the presence of
arbitrary authority. In this unexampled order, the
particular offence and offenders do not appear to have
been weighéd with a shew of discrimination, but to
have been dealt with by the gross ; where the defici-
éncy of one, it was possibly thought, might be made

The young men of the institution were ordered to their corps,
because they would not attend a ball of Lady Barlow’s. A batta-
lion of sepoys was sent across the peninsula to Goa, because the
Officers refused to dine with the Governor: -this was certainly
undignified and injudicious, and shewed: little knowledge of the
world, or of the human character; - at* no: period could it have
been more requisite to seek, by every conciliatory expedient, to
heal the sores which, for some time past, _had been festermg in the
Military mind,—to bnry in oblivion the causes of u-rlta,tmn, and
to allow the pa\smns to subsxde into thelr usual course ; but, on
the contrary, every occasion appeared to be anxnously sought for

. to provoke, tease, and exasperate, the feelmgs)—-to keep ahve the

recollection of their first gneva.nces, and to, nﬁlm them in the
opinion, that they lxad still farther to fear from the dxspleasure of
Government,

T e R A
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up, in a curious computation, by the suppased super-
abundance of its neighbour. In looking over the

blood-red letter of accusation, it is hardly practicable,
in some cases to form any diétinct notion of the
charge, and in none to draw a safe opinion of the
grounds, on which it was imagined to depend ; while
it is manifest to all, that no less than eight officers,
mostly of high rank, and all of unsullied character,

‘are condemned and suddenly punished on secret in-

formation, and without the pretence of trial.* One
of them but a few short hours before, in the face of
the whole army, had received the thanks of this
capricious ‘government for his highly distinguished
services, which are now more than countervailed, on

- some uncommunicated and unknown cause, by:the

unqualified reprobation of his character. At the very
instant that his reputation was blasted, it was univer-
sally known, that his sound and. determined judg-
ment had been exercised, with no less. conspicuous
zeal, than his preceding courage had been exerted, to
save the Govemment condemnmo hnu ‘even at lns

# Of the orders of the 1st of May, Mr. Petrie,, who may be
-understood -from his official situation, to be aecquainted with the
proofs on which they rested, thus pithily expresses himself.

“ I Was convmced thcy would do mﬁmte mischief : that the

char ges appcared to be loose, zrrelevant and zmlcy“ néd ; some of

them mcapable of’ evzdem‘e, ‘and others’ founded on znformalmn,

. tha,m cmmot bc praduced and that the pumshment of 50 mzmy

versally condcmned, as'a most dangerous dcpartnro ﬁom the ﬂrst
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-

personal, peril from the d_es.tmctive effeets of its rash
and infatuated policy.*

~ Can any one doubt, on the examination of these
successive acts of violence, of the causes that, pro--

duced the very melancholy crisis lately deplored ?
Can the blindest flatterer of the system of Sir @.

Barlow pelsuadc hlmself that the bloody events that
occurred, ormmated in a pitiful questxon of prlvate
c>amp It would be ascribing gigantic eﬂ'ects, to thc
most Plém y and mblo'mﬁcant causes.

¥

AN

"I‘hc Hon Colonel Sentleger, who, is here alluded o, by a
singular pmmp‘utude in council and actlon, put a perlod to the
war with the King of Travancore within the period-of ten days—
having, in that short interval, stormed ‘the lines, imagined to be
impregnable, havmcr driven the enemy from his strongest holds and
fastnesses, dlspersed hxs troops, and menaced his capxtal His
Judgment appears not to have been. inferior to his courage, which
was no where more undaunthdly exercised, than.in suspbndmg the
orders of his Govemment for putting a civil servant of the company
into the mamgement of the districts surrendered to the army, on

faith of aGovernment proclamation issued by this officer, in which
Tie | I)ieuged hlmself to _protect them in their internal polity, agamst

all mteiferénce. To the wisdom of which unauthorlzed act, the
govmnment itself was compelled to bear testlmony by rescinding
its ewn orders; which, if carried into effect, as it was pxudently

‘foreseen hy Colomel Sentleger, would be productlve of a rash and

desperate effort of the inhabitants to defend their possesswns, not
in a sensd of interest on!), but in a religious madne$s and fanata+
cism, {hai would risk every ‘thing, rather ‘than'submit its antient
mshtutmns ‘to forelgn profanation. The responsibility of this
ofﬁcu‘ will be ‘better understood ‘when “it'is known that his ser=
vices, able as they are, were, unwxlhug]y calléd into action, and

- whea he mxght have felt an unpréssxon, ‘that the government ‘would.

—
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- It is every where apparent that, not the reductions *
in the payor emoluments of the Military, but the
aggravated injuries and insults, heaped upon them by
the unsparing hand of the Government, without mefcy
or remission, first alienated thexr affections, and then
unhappily subverted the course of duty and allegi-
ance. If interest had a temporary domlmon in the
'early acts of the army, its influence was short-lived,

* and passed away before the mighty power of passions.

which allow no equals, and seldom acknowledge‘a
superior. ' o
‘ INDUS.
- Harley-street, May 1, 1810.

‘not be dlsposed to view his -acts with an. mdulgent eye. But the

love of country will warm the heart, however, chilled by t the neg-
lect of its rulers.

" 'This brilliant evploxt was performed for it was ‘one rapul and
continued action, while the troops and theu' gallant leader were
partaking, bitterly partaking of the suﬁ'ex‘mgs, ~wantonly accumu.
lated on the army ; giving in the energy and devotedness of theu‘
seryice, the best and most unerrlng test of thexr reverence for that
authomty, which they are libellously said, by the imputation of a
most mercenary motive, to have been intent on subverting. - Needs

: tbere any stronger proof of the falsity of such msmua,tlou, than the

speedy and effectual manner in which ‘the service was accom.
plished ?—TnE Epiros. '

" #* The absuxd:ty of the supposxtmn, that the rcd uctions exuted
the genera.l dxscontent, is completely exposed in a Contributory

letter to_the PlLo'r Newspaper, whlch the Edltor has taken the

liberty to, add to the Letters of INDUS The subJect is treated with
3 masterly ha.nd and the conclusxon dcduced from the premises,
brxeﬂy bnt happxly stated,, is 1rresxahble.-—TnE Eurrou. L

T
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LETTER VIIL

"THE favourers of the Administration of Sir George
Barlow have been equally industrious and unfortunate,
in hunting for pretences which may account for his
public acts. In the main particular they agree with
the writer of this letter, though they dissent from
the. conclusion to which he has come. Itis admitted
by them, that the body of the community was irri-

tated, almost universally, against the person or go-
wvernment of Sir G. Barlow: but this effect is said to
‘have been created by the temper of parties, impatient

of necessary regulations, and not by the fault of the
Government itself. Whereas 1 have endeavoured to
shew that the extreme measures of Government, and
not the moody humour of any set or bodies of men,
were the causes of dissatisfaction, “
It is not denied, that Sir G. Barlow, when he en-
tered on his office, found the settlement in harmony
and quiet : nor is it questioned that it shortly after-
wards became the scene of general outrage and up-
rogr. In seeking for the alleged causes of it, we must
examine i. ey be adequate or not to the end sup-
posed. It unnatural to think, that this melancho—
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ly contrast of things can be satisfactorily accounted
for by a few trivial reductions, necessaiily intro-
duced and devised by a former government: yet so
the partisans of Sir G. Barlow contend. We must
therefore discard so improbable a supposition, unless
no other better reason should present itself as expla-
natory of the Evil. Tt is but too manitest, that a
hundred more natural causes existed which shew to
what the unhappy consequences were clearly owing.
To prove that they were not ascribable to the narrow
fact stated on the part of the local government,
namely, the reform effected by them, it would be
only necessary to advert to this indisputable fact;
that the bulk of society, not subjected to, or affected
by the reform, was as loud and explicit in its excla-
mations against the government of Sir G. Barlow,
as the Civil or Military branch of the service. Hence
something more than the mere reformation must be
adduced to explain this admitted circumstance. I
have partly shewn what this was, especially as it re-
garded the army; i. e. a busy interference of Sir G.
Barlow, with its rights; an exercise of an arbitrary
authority over it ; a neglect of its representations; a
punishment of its members without a lawful or any
trial ; and an insult of its feelings in réquiring a de-
grading submission to its caprice even in unmilitary
reiations. ' "

" The same mtmfenno* troublesome spirit, Tocomo-

tive 'md 1estlesq tr ansf'uaed itsel Fthmnchout the éivil

as \\e ilasT \Ill:tdl v :moe of the service. In this alﬁo

as in theé other body, the mld exercise of power was
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resorted to, employed in the like extent, and was
productive almost of  the same unhappy results. Se-
veral Civilians, whom it is not particularly requisite.
to name, were removed, as it is admitted in the pub-
lications above referred to, from their established ap-
pointments, and sent, heaven knows where, without,
being openly questioned, and contrary to usage and
law, without being allowed to defend themselves:.
nor would they in all probability be able to conjecture
at the . cause of this extraordinary proceeding, (the
Government disdaining all explanation) until they.

should learn it from the pages of these demi-official-

pub}icaticﬂms ; where they, who have survived the in-
terval, may have the pleasure at last to understand;
that. their removal has been occasioned by other cir=
cumstances, than the defective discharge of . their.

“duty in their-appointed stations. 1t may be collected.
from. these sources, that some of these gentlemen

were removed, for the strange offence. of being par-
ties or jurors in a:cause, not grateful, in its issue; to
the government of .Sir G Barlow. Nay, he himself
acknowledges that one of them was sent to a remote

“place, “ in which it was supposed- his exertions

<« might be better employed ” for promoting a sui"c,,
or proceedings connected with it, in which his dearest
interests were ‘concerned, because the event affected.
the protegées of this susceptible‘government. |
Not here alone, but men without the fence of the
service, and seemingly. bcyfond the influence of -the

whirlpool of thﬁ»gov@mme;}g;@tsmpation_ were drawn

within its gaping vortex, and humied out of theiy
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unoffending course.  Mr. Maitland is excluded from
his half-judicial and half-municipal oftice—and a dead
letter de cachet 1s revived, after having slept quietly
for a night of nearly seven years duration, to bear
another individual from the seat of his ordinary con-
cerns. SR

All these various descriptions of persons, having
different business, and owning interests as distinct as
their several occupations, aie all incited, as the parti-
sans of Sir G. Barlow, would inculcate, by a common
and uniform -inducement, to a common opposition
against his government. But what communion of
interests and of feeling can two separate bodies of
men have with each other; hitherto not very distin-
guishable for their agreement? What common cause
could a third class of individuals have to prosecute
with the other two, placed -under different masters
and authorities, and having no feature’ in -common
with them ? These questions have been answered, by
the partisans of the local government, by the short -
words of reduction and reform ! ‘but might be more -
truly solved by two other not less significant though-
opposite terms, intolerance and tyranny.

T have already observed, that the advocates of Sir
G~ Barlow, have gone a great way for his cause.
They have calumniated the Commander-in-chief, the
greater part of the military and- civil service; and the
sim of thie Indian public. There is scarcely any in-

stiﬁitibn, as it lias been shewn, to which the busy .
fibger of their patron has not extended itself; ane the -




extension of which they are not ready and eager to was pure, but that the entire body of the public was
: defend. There is but one organ, the ark as it were corrupt. Indeed, itis impossible to shape an excuse

of the constitution, that is not already proved to have at all, unless by shewing, as it is attempted here,

b defiled by his interference—and even here, the
scact of profénation, hishand may be directly traced,
as in the numerous specified instances in other parts.
A British court of justice, the palladium of our rights
and liberties has not escaped the reach of his long
extended grasp.
1t is avowed by Sir G. Barlow, and defended by
the advocates of his government, that he lent the
assistance of the law officers of the company, to defend
persons accused of crimes against the public good—
dangerous to the safety and destructive to the interests,
of md-t‘wduals. That in the spirit, if not the letter
of maintenance, he supportéd men in their suits, \&fho
appear to have no better pretension to his prot‘ectlon
than that they were useful to his views, or instru-
ments in his hand, for favouring his policy or pas-
sions: that he visited others with his vengeance, be-
cause they had the hardihood to attack those, bfatwe,en
whom and the assailants, the protective shield of
Government was interposed ; nay, to complete the
climax of this outrage on British justice and feelings,
the jurdrs who had pronounced on their oaths the
guilt of these abetted criminals, were thrust from out
tueir offices by the Government, whom they had of-
fended through the persons of its favourites.
In defence of these acts, fox they have found de-
fenders, it is stated, not only that the Government
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that the whole round and mass of society, with the
exception of the members of Government and their
associates, was in so polluted a state as to be incapa-
ble of the discharge of the common relations of life.
To this end, it is argued, that the settlement was up
in arms to sustain the cause of half a dozen indivi-
duals, in opposition to two or three other private
persons, without any reasonable or visible preference;
unless in that spirit which usually leads to the defence
of the weak, against the overwhelming power of the
strong. What inducement, it may be soberly asked,
could the public have to adhere to one man rather
than to another, having no preponderating interest in
either? What reason could successive juries have to
forswear themselves, as they are accused, in con-
victing them of crimes, not related with their parti-
cular rights ¢ It would be as difficult to answer these
plain questions in a favourable manner towards Sir G.
Barlow, as it would be, to account for his conduct, in
wishing to check the progress of these trials, when
the anticipated events of them were to discharge the
Company of a debt which they would otherwise be
liable to ; and when he declares that it is the interests
of the Company that he is studious of maintaining.

This would scem rather a novel way of protecting

them : but not only the public, the parties, and the.
Jurors, but even the Judge himself is not allowed to
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escape the dmplie ed censure of these pubhm‘ions, :1&
voCatmh ‘the Government cause.
“Is it possible to tead the following passage withont

wonderiig where the authority of the Court must

have slept, while the flagrant and disgusting scenes
were acting, that are there enumer ated? Not all the
suspicious comphments afterwards passed in these
pubhcatxons on the magnanimity, wisdom, and inte-
arity of the Chief Justice, 1 refusing to "1\’ ¢ effect
to the verdicts of the successive juries, can do away
the force of this more than indirect condemnation.
<“The legal questions which had been brought be+
« fore the Supreme Court, became, in fact, only a
¢« branch of the more extended questlons relative to
¢« the ‘mans of the Government, which were then
« a01tatm0’ the public mind, and which, being art-
“ﬁdl) plended with the legal d;scusaons, the Su—
 preme Court degenerated, 1na great degree, into
« a place chosen for the exhibition of indecent vio-
¢ lence and for a struggle of faction in mmosmon to
« lawful autnontv By mﬂammatow arddresses, and
¢ [)) al‘ the '*mﬁce.: which the l]‘“(?Uu ty of factious
& men can devise, the public mmd was \vml\ed up
« ncarl) to a state of frenay, and thcze can be little
< doubt that man} deluded, bat wed-u _en'_tlgt‘_l.ed
“ pexsons were 1mpres¢cd \wm a dfuef tzat Justice
« had desext"d the bupiemp Co“:* V‘fi that pro-
‘¢ tection was 10 lonoex to be ew gd fzqn_l the

“ G ovemmert

Willing anc '1‘ irous to t’*lmkt‘nt the ChiefJ ustice

31

not only from his high office, but from the integrity
with w hmh I have ever believed him to discharge it,
bas at all times preserved the dignity of the court
over which e has been appointed to preside, and
administered the laws in the same temper in which
they have been made; I cannot but consider this,
aud it must be so considered by every impartial
mind, as a bold and impudent calumny, calculated
to injure his fame, and to traduce the character of
the only Tadian Institution which stands between a
British pu hlie, and the opplesmn of Asiatic ty-
ranny.

I may venture solemnly to vouch that there must
be some serious cause, other than a mere discrepancy
of opxmon in matters, which it was the peculiar pro-
vince of the juries to decide, that could have induced
Sir Thomas Strange to suspend the sentence of the
law on criminals, condemned by the repeated verdicts
of the country.

I am confirmed in this opinion by the manly testi-
mony borne by the Advocate-general of the Company
to the integrity of the jurors. In Mr. Anstruther’s
Report to the Government, under date the 14th of
March, he thus expresses himself;

“ Great emphasis is laid in these memorials upon
““ the characters of the jurors in the late trials, as if
“ it had been attempted to call in question the purity
‘“ of intention of the juriesin any of them. I trust that
‘1t will ever be impossible tq believe, that a body of
*“ twelve British jurymen can act from improper mo-
* tives, or give a verdict, contrary to what in their

G
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%, conscienice, they belleve to-be- riehil '..,T(‘) n\pnte
“"su‘.clil motives to the late juries,® here, com‘p‘osed ay
< they are known to have been, would be excusgble
5 o'ﬁl;’" in ‘a2 madman.” o
If;;hC Advocate-general’s opinion be’wot:th am;
thing, what must be the feclings of the Pmt{sans ot
Sir G Barlow on.reading it? I 163.\?-6"11'7 imthen
H1OesT10n. R
mble ;u&li close what T have to add on this most ex-
traotdinary and mortifying subject, by a :furithmj-r?:
ference to an authentic papernt pl‘OCGC(‘H‘ng‘ ﬁom a,
source to which T am largely infiebt@d) fy01‘v‘y§1’1ﬁ191“1‘s_
valuable matter, in support of what I had. a}re_affﬁ
written;t ',z}nd'which, on the presegt Qcca§%o?, ;w~1:;

?"f§ I‘; qt tHe Indian reader may form some judgment ofthere-
"'V;)f;cit"z}.)liiiy of the juries, heis informed that tfley consxstcd ‘?f,ﬂFf{
following namess o | PO

GR&\D JUizY.'-"-'Cs'vz’Zz'(z‘zzs-—Andr.cw Scott, _(Forcman) J..;IL'
D (‘)g.irvi'e‘ ELAL Gmxt,‘\V Thackery, G. Straghey,“'f. H"‘Pe“é’

j: Dacre, "'J.MMun'ro, C. Wynox, A. Brooke, VJ‘.{.,l‘ay]ox‘f, v‘.
‘Bio)»e W Wayte, J. Babington, F. H. Bruce ; Free-morchunt,

Ty T LT T E-RAA AN - ‘

SPCLIAL Jury on the trial of Batrey.—A. Falconar,',W;Hav!‘;-
kins, R. Machenice, W. Oliver, H. G. Keene, J.- Macdonall,

Hay..

“Veéton, and ﬂ-,‘,D?‘-I!C?.Fl'é’G*Jl?l&l‘Gﬁ(mts-»-,,,:.- e B L
' SP‘ECI 11 Jury on the Trial of Repvy, Row,and BATLEY.—

Macdonall, -W: Olivet, Civilians y ¥ 'Lalloh,” M. Rowarth, M.
gt Gily: . ) o :*,

Jollys -ds F.Collis, E.Dent; v:fpd W

%’ﬁazals«_«f' [URETISIPELE I LIRS EHNE AL AN

Tiigl

"4 Tn the Roply of Mr, Petrie to the migute of Sir G Baslaw,

Gividians 3 W. Watts; J. Tulloh, M. Jolly, J.F. C‘”"‘?"‘Wf w

James Baifour, ‘W, ‘Hawkins, - J. Gwatkin, “G. G. Keble, J.

' Weston,  Free-wers

i
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give an authority to what I advance, whiclh:T'kriew
not *hO-Wjysufﬁcient]y»tocs«timat& e

- INDUS.
Hff'ﬂé’y »Sfitf*scl, 2d May. .

published by Stockdale, Pall Mall, he glances at these tfanséc’tioﬁé
in the following nointed terms 1— :

¢ The Hon, the President is perfectly corre
the triejz!s";"i"efﬂi'c'ts, and proceedings in the supr
to the forged honds of the laté nabob, the ver
and interest which appeared to affe
duce, not t'he‘claﬂ:zqu-r.g)‘fk a faclz’bn,
but a septiment nearly UNAREMOLS THROTGHOUT the SerTLE
not i its origin or ohjert maniféstin on
respect to the governnie

ct in imputing to
eme Court relative.
¥ general agitation
ct the community, and to' pro-
as it is termed by the President,
MENT,
g either opposétion or dis-
nty which certainly ought not to be''éons
sidered as a pariy in these trials, as we act merely for the com.
pany, and should have no other interest in the investigation of the
claims, than to prevent the misapplication, of the, fund: they had
gratuitously granted to the creditors of the, late, nabobs;;. and ¢
should have been the same to us whether frauds
were detected by the falents of Mr. Marsh,
labours of the Company’s Counsel and the Commissioners. S

46 The subject of the trials was a struggle and contest noton]y
for the division of property, but, in the course of the proceedings,
questions” of great moment and importance, upon more seneral
rights and principles, were brought into discussion, in which,‘ in
my opinion, Govérnment ought toihnve:r¢qidined‘pei‘feétly' neuter,
¢ That three successive verdicts, of as respectable juries :
ever empanelled at Madras, should prove the misguided state of
the public feelings, appears to me a"‘mo‘st‘éxtt‘ao%dina’ry ‘mode of
establishing the fact, which is assumed, ‘but. not proved.. Fo an
Englishmind I apprehend the premises would lead to the opposite.
condia;iqn,i at any rate,; whatever might be our private feelings
or.opinions an,,thiss‘ingular'ease,‘ a variety of reasons existed at
that time, which sheuld, in my judgment,

have prevented the open:
énterference of Governiment in those trials; it was from . that

intefféténce; alfd fn'some’ insfantes’niot a onimon ‘interference,

and: forgeries:
or by. the ability and

as were’
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;hat ihie Settlement expressed an alarm at the Exe.cmivelt Sfaprleme;
Authority having thrown its influence and power mtlolt’l:. IS.CP}‘IS‘“‘;G
one of the parties. It is necessary, for my d,etence,l lt ha h:th“.m
explain the grqunds of my opinions more fully than 1 have )
do?‘elln the unlimited suppory which we gave to the Comm):flotne\njz
for investigating the Carnatic debts, it :}ppeared j(o me tha _.;;
were unnecessarily interfering in discussions o‘f prwatc’ ‘;‘)rog.)zlo‘;:
and, in the measures we adopted for supportzng the }‘)(,:soenr.:em“
vicTED of CAPITAL OFFENGES, by means which wu‘? g ’ an{;
understood to have a direct tendency to; influence the Jiiizif;}:éu_,
to mark the displeasure of Government 1n cases \‘r'hc‘re t e x® ré;
TIVE P(E)WER'ShOl‘ﬂd NEVER be SEEN or FELT. Is it not mot‘e P ’
bable that the AGITATION in the PUBLIC MIND Was x{uo?Lhrm:m;y
the vErpicTs, and the SUBSEQUENT MEASURES, than thattc am;
PIOTS Were INFLUENCED by the CLAMOUR of the SErTLEM ENT, e
the Miseuipep FeELines of the JURrIEs? I thought we acted
unconstitutionally, and involved the Company and ourselves in.aQ

y 3 el 17
nnecessary and weighty resgons;bxhty. .

LETTER TX.

I HAVE shewn, I hope satisfactorily, ,that the busy
policy of Sir G. Barlow could not be restrained from
intéxfﬁiéd(ﬂiug with any Institution, however sacred, or
with any Society, however remote from his general
authority ; and that whatsoever it touched, such was
its baneful influence, it instantaneously inflamed.
The effects produced by this universal interference,
are unhappily too well known; and require not to be
recapitulated. It is sufficient to say, that they have
exposed a whole empire to danger, that may be tem-
porarily suspended ; but which must still hang over
it with a threatening terror, uncertain when it may
overwhelm. ‘

The disaffection and the disorganization of
the army—the disunion of civil society——and the
destruction of the ties which bind our duties and
our interests together—are imputed all, by the par-
tisans of Sii G. Barlow, to the evil spirit of the
times. But these devastating effects must have had
some immediate and traceable cause. The state
could not be every where convulsed, without a mov-
ing and predisposing principle. It is the business of
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these Men to confound, if possible, effects with

causes---to consider the acts of the Indian societies
as the reasons of his measures, while they .are mani-
featl to -all, the nauseous and unsalutary fruits of
them. Save the direct means employed by Six G.
Bmlow for the suppression of the mutinous state of
the army, his whole severity was exhausted - before
a smnle act was committed, having a tendency to
deny or to question the authority of the Govern
ment. This plam fact 1 have placed beyond con-
troversy; and itis fortified by the pvbhc minutes of
a membe1 of the Government, ‘who strove, with-a
pelsevermo and’ steady mind, \wlthy of a happler
issue, in the midst of discouraging and appallmO‘ cir-
{umstanccs, to inculeate a ‘iild and heahng pohcy,
suited, to the chstempelatme of thmos If his’ conci-
Into:y voice, had not' been’ leWIlt‘d in the c]amour
of contention, we should 30t. now ha\e to. deplore
the: consequence of the strife, though it has termi-
nated in success---plevmnt with as little secunty, we
are afraid, as:the state which piecedcu it: that: “ has
scotchea the snahe, not killed 1t.” TP
One .of the fatal wsu}ts of. thlS suc(;gss, howevel
de=1rous I may be to. turn ﬁom the sul)Ject, ] cannot
avoxd noticing 3, 1 mean the shock which. has been
given, in the COHﬂlCu, to the security, of the Indian
empire; in. betraying to the natiye soldﬂer the power
and. -essentiality.. of hlS SGIVIC€§ I ca:qng)t express
myself more farcibly, thm in the lanwpawe,.of the ;au-
thor I have before, and 80, oft;n qgotcd, T
'« By this appeal to the Sepoy,” says Mr. Pctm,
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we mstmct hxm in thc f‘dtal tmtﬁl---ﬂnt on thc
- “support’ of his arm oepcnds the ceumity of the
. i‘;;gﬁefl‘g the Fast. It removes the “delasion by
e e rso many years, a kandful of Europeans
o ept millions in awe; and for ahmi,or(nv and
no’ great’ mational ob;ect endangers ‘the “whole
§¥.: machme of our Indian Govemmem.‘: I wmvler
“ this to be the most fatal wound that the public
-safety has experienced in the present distracted
“ contest. * Granting us complete success, it will be
“ found, 1 fear, at no remote pcnod that we have
e purchased the vicTorY by the RUIN of OUR
“COUNTRY.” SRR
" Who does not feel the force of these emphatic
\Vords?’ Who is there that does not lament ! the cir-
cumsfance of” the appeal, smce it mmlxt have been
avoided by the most slight and tm’ml c()mcss'on:‘

"Eveu at the height of the 1r11tatmn of fhe armv 't

was anticipated (would that the e:\penn ent had been
tried!)" “ that-an indication of conciliation from the
Governor-general would be received with mp 'ure:, by
the a1my-—-that they would grasp the olive - blanch
Wlth OIatltude--—and fiom - the Lonﬁ(!ence thev re-
posed in lns \Vlsdom, JllStlce, and beneﬁcence, that

‘they Would place 'his Lordship in " the' high and en-
viable situation of: confenmrr an- mesumable l)lessmw

~on his" countxy, by stoppm(r the effusion -of blood
whmh was’ 1‘eddy to flow in this ca anutous confez,t >

-That the aﬂtwlpatlon was not. erroneoﬂs, is to be
oatheled from’ the,'oncludmg p'u awmph of the sta.te-

Mment refef red to: i
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t¢ Tn this crisis, on this volcanic ground, the army
« recen‘ed the communication of Lord Minto’s notifi-
«“ chtioh to the army of Bengal, and of his intentions of
@ p‘lOceedmg to ‘\Iadlas with enthusiastic pleasure;
“ every measure of violence, which bad been either

“ ddopted ‘ot contemplated, was immediately’ abfan-
“’doned.  Theforce at Hyderabad, and the! garrison

gt Ma‘suhpatam ‘who had Been the first’ 10 Fesivt .

#e ﬂ)ﬂ crders of Gover nment, took the lead ifi-retrn-
“ing to the all legiance of duty and obedience.: ~Thelr
submxssxou was uncondltlonal ‘but to the Gover-

€ nor-ffeneral and not to the Goveriior of Madras.”
* From the e\pect'mon indulged, and froi- the sub-

‘sequent “efficacy of ‘the Govc1n01~oenexal’s pelsonal

“Interpésition between the army and the local Go-

vernment, it is extremely to be reg retted, that it wis
‘ot “hiie Sea‘sanably introduced 5 that the time ‘had
Heert -atlswed to pass away, when’ it might ‘have
Iyestoredl taniquillity, without hazarding the fouh-
‘dationd ot whicli it ever can longand secmely rest.
“Ina defelemce -perhaps, to the subordinate Governor,
“he dppedrs to have" forborti his centrol, “until the
“imhidinent ‘dangerof the Empne would admit of o
longer forbéarance.  His® presence, “then, “was not
voluntzuy, ‘but' .canstrained; and when ultimitely

tgiven, it’ was - given ' undex propomonate chsad- ‘

MRS

Vantaoe. :
* Thedelay that occunedX bfét‘wveen the ﬁxst chscm ery

of the - discontents “df tHe Ay, dtidwhen they
sdlewed tHeinselves’ in any bybit?dded;” was'of long
“epntintation ; in*whick 'an active policy, if such had

o .
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by wise' dlspamt;ons "md arrange: ucnts, 16 subs)x,stmw
il wills., But.it was not so employed ﬁ.z on the con-
trary, it was. occupicd in. a.CtS, whxoh tended to exmte,
and not to allay the passions. s e

.. To these acts, one by one, the Govequ.genexal
avas. required, in a cunning fmestoht,x to g;v*g his
sanction, and which he most umvauly or un:lucklly
lent so tha.t out of respéct to kindred authority,
disinclination to, 1ntexf'ele, or probabh ﬁom a desue

~of ease, Lord Minto was rendered a systematic parti-

“cipatorin the policy, 0{ Su G. Barlow. ‘This unfortu-
nate circumstance left him not a fr ee aoent When he
~';t,L1ved subsequently at ’\/Iadras, and ‘had. becqme a
aness of .the dxcadful calamities. mto wh\ch the
<Settlement had been plunaed .
=X ~shall not_ detam the. 1eaaer, by; geguéstm!qfins
'attentxon :to  the . couespondenca and jordgrs, of ,the
~'G0ve1nox -general, . transmitted from,, qucut;@&z.“bqt'
-shall mexely observe,. that they were, copsissent, with,
-and-.confirmatory. of the Measyures: pf the Groverapr
of Fort St. George. . ‘These papers ate heforg. the.pub-
“lic in several forms, and have been, exgrnlaed by, t,he

various parties 111temested m their contfnt,s;

. 'The last, order of Lord Mmto,; declarahya ()f tixe
.}ud(rn]enthe' haq fo; med on the spot, of the measures
of the local Govemment of the acts of the. Acmy ;
-and of the acghtsg ;Imphcated in- them ; I capnot but'
srcaard as.entitled, t;@ singular obsery at;qn. [ i Y

- On hxs,axmmbzat Madxas, his: Lq1 dshxp ,fgumd,, as he
s.hig hlmaclﬁ dﬂsqnbed, . thls Qlde}', «“ t;hgt sevex;al
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important changeshad taken place in the affairs of that
‘Presidency;, subsequent to the events which had come

to his knowledge at the period of his depax,‘tureufro-m

‘Bengal,”

From- th“ 11th to the 25th of Sephmbel it appeals
tl;at he was.engaged in the investigations of -the pro-

“ceedings of the Government and the Army : and on
the lattex date he communicated the result of such
inquiry to the public in a Gazette E\tlamdmary
This oﬁxczal communication was addressed particularly
“to the Army ; along and studied:production,: giving
reason for belief, that the noble ‘author. was more

anxious of shewing to the Army his  scholastic and
pzofessmnal attainments, in-the developement of the
principles,’ by which he proposed to govern himself,
than of leaving his acts, by the WlSdOIn inherent-in

them, . to’ speak or denote the pohcy in. which they
~ had 'been' formed. ‘Be this as it will, - his: Lmdshlp
' has‘séidonf issued an order, unless it be accompa_—
‘nied by a' commentary- of the.size of a volume. -

. The order of the 25th of September has two prin-

; mpal and:declared objects in view : 1Ist; _the grant of

an Amnesty to the offending Membets of the Army :

'9d, a justification of the Government by' the avowal
‘and explanatlon of puncxples, operatm(r to the exclu-

sion of certain individuals, fiom the General benefit
of the act. Confm mable thh such mtentlons, every
topic of Gourse should have becn av oided in an instru-
ment, breathing’ clemency and good—wﬂl ‘that might
have a tende‘ncy to excite passtons, ‘which it proposed
to allcw, and to call ‘events’ to reco]lectxon, whichiit
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intended  to Bu}-y in ohliﬁzioh. ~In such a paper

especially that draws the shades and distinetions. of

offence,” and marks it out for punishiment, as being
beyond the scope of mercy, the most cautious care is
itidispensable, lest any thing be pronounced, which
may operate on the minds of those who'are afterwards
to judge whether the offence has been committed,
and the “extent, if praved, of the penalty to be
attachied to it. At any time, it would be a most
delicate office for the executive power to speak of
such matters, but infinitely more perilous, when the
ohservations aie not only made before trial, but where
the parties'to be tried must, of necessity, be' sub-

‘mitted to-a tubunal whe‘e it would 'seem: scalcely

poss1ble from the: temper of the times, but that some
suspicion of a iparty bias may be entertained: by the
most ‘horiourable minds, even by the members com-~
posing the tribunal itself, or the’ persons unhapplly ‘to
beJucloecl before it." RTINS e
It would be almost insulting ‘to the Judgment of
the reader to’ ask, -after he shall have examined the

order in- questlon, whether it ‘be written.in- that

impartial ‘spirit, . whlch must-have been a11t1c1pated
by him ? - It«talks,: it is true, of mercy, .of modera-
tion; of obhwon ;~and it would be. unchantable to
conclude, that any thmo was intended inconsistent
with one. or the other of these proposed virtues, which
were to be called into difect use; but in vain will be
the endeavour to 'dlscoVex the exemphﬁcatzon of these
quahtles however. uood the ‘intention; in- the paper
under’ conmdela’mona “Not. only s the om t.of the
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Army pronounced, and placed in the most striking
pomt of sight ; not only is it aggravated by a dtcla«
1at10n, stauno it to be mcapab e of pallia tmn or e\—
cuse, but the return of the offending parties to IQLU-

“tude itself, £, is - "mscnbed to pr ivate and secret mouvcs,

(ondemn‘cu 'md fwouwd in the same mcment of
Ldpll(.en |
Could any one imagine that the soothing déd&jii}é
of obhvzoh cotld be inculcated in mnguagps@ch as
this ? B
“ 1 Ime not neglected to look back once more_@
the origin of these troubles, and I am comcrncd to
repeat the sentiments I have aheady d"lweled ou
““that branch of the subject. l\othmg can 3ustny
“ the revolt of an army; but I have been dzsappomted

“lm my sear c/z, even for circumstances 0F mmoatwn

£¢

€<

‘f‘;,m this revolt. ‘No injury has, in my applehenswn,
‘5: been done to the army in any stage of a conflict,
« whlch benaa in a factious attacl on the Govem-
“ ment. But if in the necessary vindication of au-
‘H‘\!thonty any point may have arisen w hich might be
“ thought interesting to the military body 'zt laloe,
“ the reoular nd legitimate recourse to the ulzzmate
"‘Vaut/zm zlz&s was not only opEN, but was_actually
“in I’BO&RES.:.; Seditious combmatlon thelefme,
¢ can find no apology, in the case, neithex can pu-
* nishments inflicted on individual acts of semtlon
¢ furnish a just prov ocatlon to g encml con/eJdracy
In such manner, and tone, obnv1on is not wont to
be declar d. Happ_y, mc.wd Would it have been "i‘ff
m the W1de and}rcnglal ¢ xldcx‘)lmtxon of the acts ot

e
-

03

the ‘1{111\“-?--111 the recollection of past ecents, 'md the
28,061‘:[1011 of former ﬂ”’nz‘znzem‘s some Cncumstances
had occurred to the Governor- general, Whl(‘h seem
W ho]'\ to have been over-lcoked in the cagerness of
xepxd)emmn It surely would have abated the seve-
rity of the preceding censure, in some of the circum-~
stances of its application, if one or two clear facts had
been ha ply remembered by the Governor-general,—
i.e. That justice had been denied, in its common
course to the commandants of corps, through the
medium of a court martial : and that the members of
this body had been refused the transmissal of their
memorial to their superiors, through the channel par-
tlculaxly pointed out by the ﬁnovex of the law. It
would have been too much for the Governor- -general
to say, if these reflections had s ugoisted themselves,
“ that if any point had arisen which might be thouOht
“interesting to the military body at ldxoe the re(mw
“ far and legitimate recourse to the ultimate autho«
“'rities was not only open, but was actually m p?'O«
¢ gress.” ‘

It is difficult even to conjecture to what this’ pas

'saoe alludés, unless it relates to the susPGndefl offi

¢ers, who were truly in progress to England, to find
their slow' and ultimate mmedy at the hands of the
court of dnectms. A '

" Nor was it a natural” prosecutxon of the course of
oblmoa, to pass an unnecessary and fulsome eulo-

,mum ‘on all the ; muasuxcs of Sir G. Barlow, however

the Govemm-weneral mlght have appxoved of hxs po-

'IIC\" or have considered himself invalved in his con-
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duct. It should not have been forgotten:that Sir

G- Baxlow was the principal cause of the discontents, -
rightly ot atherwisc.conceived, of the army,. the tem-~
per of which was not at that moment exactly adapted -

to acknowledge the force of the Governor-general’s

paneoyuc ‘much less could it be supposed: capable’
of joining in the thanks and acknowledgments of
Lord Minto, directed as they strangely are in thiis
whimsical order, to the persen of Sir G Barlow, as

the praper object  of the devout and fervent grati-

¢« tude of the army!” no? for any merciful apphcw-
tior in their behalf to avert the evils of their situation;

not for any active solicitude for their safﬂty, but, (Will
it be believed?) for the extremities he resorted to for

counteracting their designs ; oras: the ocneml oxdez »

better speaks ;

¢ Their first oblig datwn is to the firm counsels and-
“ vigorous mieasure’ of ‘that upright and’ honourable
“““jhan, agamnst whom their- hand has been so wns
“ justly 1valsed To the fortitude of Ais mind, which

<« :must challénge the respect even 'of his adversaiies,
¢« and to'the energy of the Government of Fort St.
« George, the officers are’ indebted for their narrow

. escape from the guilt of a monstrous and unnatm;

«¢ ral conflict with their country.”

Can it be credited, ‘that'a man anxious ‘of medla-f
ting between angry dlsputants and willing to assuaoe:r‘:
their animosities, could use’ rhetoric suchas this? in=
flaiming ‘the on¢, by allowmo them nota- snw]e vit-
tue, und -inflating* the other by a* thowsanid - reputed
gualities; and yeﬁ ‘expect’ that they shoulék respecty’
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ively unite in admitting the impartiality of his decis"
stom?. - This is making wen kiss the rod with & fens
geancey and at a' time ‘;vhennhisf:lordsh\ip ‘had;ijust;‘: '
statec— : : TR Gt Uy
¢ This amnesz‘y is not granted:in the narrow: spmt‘
85 of sere pardon, It is tendered as an act of totak.
““ and sincere obtivion ; it offers on the partiof: Go=-
verninent, -a-fuil restoration of confidence and es-
teem . and 1t invites from those who are the oh-
f jects ‘of it:not a sullen discharge. of constrained:
~duty, but ohedience which comes from the heqrt,
141

“ and .the cheerful animated service of cmdzahty

“ affection and zeal.”

‘Was such an-order, 1t may be asked full of reploac‘tb .
as-it-is, of undlsomsed sarcasm, - of the most  odious.
contrasts, and of the most manifest par txallty to one.
of the  parties concerned; likely to ensure or-not the
desirable objects, which it describes to have in. view?:
It will requite no great stretch of genms to answer
such a query. -

~As an act of oblivion, the oxder is Fe[o—de se—--1t=

“

1

i

‘destroys its own intent. But it is. otherwise ex-

ceptionable, = It treats the facts. assmned as if they
had: been solemnly proved.—=It speaks of’ outlt asifit
had been fully investigated and ascertaingd——and it
not-only denounces punishment, but - -admitsia com-
mutation ofit, without the. ostentation of an inquiry,
unless in the Gov ernor-general’s private closet. A
more injudicious cowrse it would demand talent to
invent ; yet. all these thmg,s seem. most, €asy, . -and to .
succeed na suppofsed ouhc%r, thhout any intrysive-
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{roublesome idea that none of them had been in ‘iuif'
red into, and while some of them were recommended
by the Governor-general, to be considered 1 a *udx-
cial way. o

‘The exceptmns from the general Amnesty are next
set forth in the order; md the reasons, on w indx
they have been made, are in some sort, thmmh 1ot
very accurately defined; not so clearly indeed as o
impress the mind with all the force of the principle
on which they proceed. One great class, altogether
exempted from punishment, is described to have had
a pre-eminence in guilt, ¢ not only on account of the
¢¢ ead it assumed in the criminal combinations and
« the violent sloceedmos of the army, but as havmo‘
« committed open Mutiny in refusing to penmt the
€ March of the ¢d Battalion, 10th Regt. to Goa.
Yet these, the greater number of the alleo ed oﬁ‘endcxs,
are all excmpted from the punitive principle laid down
by the Governor-general, ou this truly original ground;
because they got a few hours start,. in their submxs-
sion to the Government, of the other branches of the
army. A more ,lud_xc;ous distinction,. perbaps, has
been never made, nor ene more liable to be miscon-
ceived. .

Lord Minto, in vindicating the selections for pu-
nishment, makes this plain declaration. ¢ That sEx_ch_
« 3 choice should neither. be capricious nor subject
« to the suspicion of partiality, 1 have adoptgd gene-
“ rql criterions, the principles of which are mani=
“ festly just, and the application Qf:;wh'x'chzt‘o..paru-
f; cular cases is subject to mo difficulty.” His lord-

L T
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ship then very solemnly proceeds to, the e},emntmn
at a dash, of more than one Lalf of thc sx'ppoxed of~
fenders, on the very convincing reason C\plamed
However his Lordship may hzue satisfied himself in
this exemption, it has raised an impression in India,
as weil as this country, that the Governor-general
has been induced to this excessive act of Clemency,
more by the strength of the exempted body than the
force of the principle displayed in the distinction.

I would not be understood as disapproving of the
extension of the Amnesty to the Officers of the Hy-
drabad Station, while I am noticing only, as an un-
accountable circumstance, the departure of the Noble
Lord from the principle, which he had just estabhshed
for the government of his Conduct. But to pursue

the purpose and the words of the Order, in respect to
the selection made by the Governor- general :

“The Selection is to consist of the Officers in Conié
mand of Stations, of bodies of troops, Command=~
¢ ants of corps, and persons peculiar']y distinguished
‘¢ for a forward and violent part in the most cummal
‘“ Acts and Proceedings of the Army.”

Of the latter dCSCllptlon of persons there are none
named in the Order, contradistinguished from.: the
Commandants of Corps : so that the distinction is very
simple, being reduced ultimately to the Command=
ing Officers of Statxons, and the Commanding Officers
of mes. ‘The former of these, by an after. provi-
siow in the Order, are subjected to trial by court mar-
tial - at all events, and the latter optionally, bemo‘
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allowed ‘the seeming alternative of dismissal from the
service or the issue of a trial.
| Tlhe governing principle here would seem to be,
the danger of the example of the individuals selected
to the subordinate ranks under them, and the sup-
posed effect of their authority or influence. But when
the list of the Officers selected for punishment, (which
in the Governor-general's Interpretation seems only
synonimous to trial) 1s examined more closely, the
principle would appear not to have been generally
acted on. For in this are observed the names of
Officers commanding small, very small detachments
of troops, such as the Officers of the two branches
of artillery, who could have few, if any Officers. sub-
ordinate to them; and one Officer of Engineers'is
also specified, who could have no private soldiers
wnder his ‘control, and probably not an Engineer
‘Officer within some hundred miles. It is observable
"f'do; with the exception of two or three names, that
‘the parties selected are none of them arrived at the
rank of Field Officer; so that they stood only acci-
“dentally in charge of their respective corps;, and could
not of consequence have any decided influence over
their subordinate brother Officers.” ‘
It may be possible in these cases, that sOme Teason,
unknown to us, may have operated in the selection

of these Officers ; ‘it is however to ‘be lamented, ' tha;

" it does not appear in the place whiere it'should. But
" this part of the Order is ‘tioticeable on other ground,
“ of more. general importarice, in so muth, as it effects

i
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a large body of Officers, whom it admits are not ne-
cessary for any striking example, the pl'i;nmy'qx}ﬂ; of
punishment, but who are permitted to make thur
escape, 1f they will, without the publjci‘fy‘ of ti}ia.?,
by which alone their offence could be established.
‘The obvious effect of this is to make men .impe:,{éh
tpcn}sclv@s, ‘contrary to the known px’i11g:iplc§ of jus-
tice, or to submit themselves to trial, when their guilyt
i,s;.infcrred on the very presumption on which the
option.is extended. It is a wretched species of tar-
ture to a mind, not unusually firm, as it holds out a
certain comparative safety opposed to an uncertain and
indefinitedanger, where it cannot judge inqmrtiaﬂjéhd
fairly, and in circumstances too, where the party

tendering the safety knows every thing, and the per-
son, to whom it is offered knows nothing of ‘;he pa.r—

ticulars connected with the offer. It serves to de-

stroy hope and decaden the confidence \\;’h}_ﬂjjh e‘.cxy

man ought to have in himself at the hour of tual,

convinging 1';im,‘miserable conviction ! tl)@f the foun-
tain of mercy is against him, havidgt nplesscd itself
q%x:cudd\f-,oi}_;hisvcau_se; and it Is ne€dleé§ to Qbééi've,

‘that. an opinion from such a quarter wust have its

influence further than on the Judgment of a single

individual s it strikes not alone at the breast of the

aecused, but finds its way to the bosoms ot lus judges:

.it must therefore leave him but the shadow of a
- ¢hoice, while it “;}1(;;17;15 him with the si}bsﬁtance. It
Jeaves himitoo,. in. this unhappy sitnation, under all
sthgeonsequences of confirmed guilt, when ﬂ]tSC‘dSOTL

and his situation preclude a trial, and”whewn he him-

o




100

self is moved to be his own judge and executioner—
And this ata time, when the Governor-general is most
desirous, as he says, to find an opportunity to suffer
them to evade the penalty which they had unfurtu-
nately incurred; and he is fearful, “ that he may
¢ have GIVEN t00 WIDE & SCOPE to INDULGENCE.”
But this apprehension, it may be conceived, need
not disturb his future slumbers. .

In conformity with the spirit of the- .1der Whlch
1 have just mnoticed, it is confidently said’ that Lord
Minto, declining any part of the honour and 010ry
of the late measures, has recommended the majority
of the Members of the Government of Fort St.-George,
to the especial protection of the Minister of the day.
Butit would be arduous to discover the desert which is
supposed to call for so extensive an acknowledgment,
unless. it assimilates to his, who discovers something
like address in rescuing a house from the flames
which his own imprudence had kindled. If incon-
sideration of the public services of Sir G. Barlow, it
shall ever enter into the mind of any man to pro-
pose, ds itisreported, that he be called to the House
of Lords, it must be to the Bar, and not to the
Body of that honourable House.

'IImf_Icy_"-sﬁ‘gef, May 6th,
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APPENDIX.

Aq the subject of the discontents which have unhﬁpplly pren

vailed in the Madras Army, seems to have atvakened a
considerable degree of interest in this countfy, it is of the
utmost importance, that the friends of the parties conicerned,
and the public in general, should possess the means of correct-
mc the errors produced by false statements and mlsrepresema.
tions regarding the origin and progress of that feeling among
the Madras Officers, whlch has led to such melancholy, such
deplorable lengths.

It is not intended to offer, or to attempt any justification of
the excesses, or of the acts of infatuation and open violence to
which a proportion of the Officers were ultimately y driven ; but
Justide; truth, and a respect for thé high reputation which the
Madras.Officers so justl) bore, until Sir George Barloty became
theu Governor, unite in pointing out the propriety of vindicat~
ing the memory of that reputation, from the foul aspersions
which have been industriously levelled against it, by all those
who advocate the cause of Sir George .Bar!bw,'and‘p“arti‘ciﬂaﬂy
by the author of a recent publication, entitled, ¢ An aceurate
and authentic Narrative of the Origin and Progress of the Dis-
sentions at the Pr ebxdency of l\Iftdras

This writer, arg umg, 10 doubt, from the influence of his own
feelings, cousiders it to be impossible that general diséontent disd
dissatisfaction could be produced by any other cause, than the
reduction of the pecuniary advantages of indwiduals, occasioned
by the economical arrangements of Government. Having. laid
this down as a fundamental maxim, he labours hard to effect the
application of it to the events at Madras, which he' professes'to
record; and, for this purpose, he conjures up an Imaginary
combination of civilians, soldiers, and nabobs’ creditors; all of
whom, though perfectly heterogeneous to each other, are repre-
sented as being amalgamated by the influence of this principle,
mnto a regular body opposing Sir G. Barlow ; and theti opera-
tions are stated to have been conducted by the ill-fated General
M‘Dowall, the peace of whose manes is rudely violated by this,
uil by several other equally unjust and malevoleént insinuatiois,

To suj pose the Officers of the Madras army to have beeir
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originally actuated by sordid views, and to suppose that dlsapw
pointed avarice produced their ultimate infatuation, 1s to view
their conduct in the most despicable and inexcusable light ; for-
tunately, however, this imputation (though strongly maintained by
the author of the accurate nanatnebcfore-mentloned) It} contrd-
dicted by every factand every circumstance which occurred subse-
quent to the period atwhichan irritation first appeared among the
Officers at the Presidency ; that was, when Licutenant-colonel
Martin was detained by Government (for pumshment) on the
28th of January, and when the Deputy Adjutant-general and
his principal were suspended on the 3ist of January, and the Ist
of February, for obeying the orders of thel Commander-in-
chief. These extraordinary,unprecedented, and tyrannical acts of
the Government, produced the first symptoms of lively discon-
tent, and from this time there does not. appear in any remon-
strance, or 1n any appeal from the Officers, the semblance of an
allusion to allowances, or to any pecuniary grievauce ; not ev en
after their infatuation had induced the Officers at Hydrabad,
Jalna, and other stations, to make specific demands -(sufficiently
unreasonable).on the Government, did they so much as hint at
the reductlon of allowances, or the retrenchments which had
taken . place. Nevertheless these are stated to have been the
sole cause of all the commotion that ensued.

Further argument on this part of the subject is per fect]y
unnecessary, as the merits of the question will be conclusively
apparent to every reasonable man, who will peruse the sub-
joined statement. The abolition of the Tent Contxact, has
been a favourite theme with Sir G. Barlow, his agents, and
advocates by all of whom it is contended that the loss of the
pecumary advantarfes derived from that contract, ﬁx st mgluced
Officers commandmg corps to prefer charges against Lleuteuant-
colonel Munro, the Quarter- master-generai, and, in “short,
brought into full maturity all the discontents that had :been

occasioned by former reductions. In orderto form a judgment

regar dmg the correctness of this inference, it ‘witl be proper to
examine. the: ‘actual value of the advantages derivable from the
contraet; compared with those which Officers commandiug corps
received from Government aftu' 1ts abolmon 5 thcse were a3
Sollows i S SRR RN
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STATEMFNT
CAVALRY DURING PE ACE.

Amount of the Tent Contract Allowance to an Officer ‘,C. _ ;. b

commanding a regiment of cavalry, per annum..... wan 897 12 0
For this allowance the Officer drawing it was obliged ¢o pro- ‘

“vide and maintain, in constant readiness, 25 tents, 48 car-:
. viage-bullocks, 16 drivers, and 12 lascars, ’
The average expense of which, during peace, allowing that

every re: asonable attention was paid by the contr: actor',

would amount to, per annum ... eececmcncaaanan 6120 0
Te'mng to the Officer commanding a ronrlment of cavalry, T
dumw peace, a profit or gain of, per annum .- .. ... .. - 22512 0
CAVALRY DURING WAR. ‘
Amsunt of Contract Allowance, as before, per annum .._., 897 12 0

‘The Establishment to be kept up the same as in peace, but
the expense of maintaining it being much increased duunv

war, amounts, on average, Lo perannum ........ ... 998 8. O

Producmg to the Oﬁicer, durmv war, a loss of

INFANTRY DURING FEACE.
Amoum of Contract Allowance for a Bdtuhon of Iuﬁu'try,

per ANNUM Lol it dimcmmenncicanamanme e - 1‘105 12 0

For this allowance the Uflicer drawing it was obliged to keep . - ;

., up 36 tents, 70 carriage-hullocks, 24 driver Sy ax‘d 20 lass .
cars, the average expense of which amounts to, per [. ‘s d.

T aniuin . aaa )

............................... ea- 988.12-0
Leaving to the Officer commanding a battalum of mf'mt x -_—
durmg peace, a]noﬁt or gain of, per annuN < aea .ol 2 s1@0 0

N " INFANTRY DURING WAR. / ‘
Amount of Contract Allowance as betore, per annm -... 1305 12 0
Lxpeunse of establishment increased 1 War .- vaewwe--a “. 1476 G O
Producmg to the Ot"ﬁcti duxiw war, a loss of per aunnm.. 170 8 -5

The allzavsance manted by Gover ament ' to” Officers com-
mandmcf LOI oTps;. un me audmo'x of the Tent Contractﬂ’vas as
foilo“s - B

' In Garrison. - In the Field.
To Lieut: Cokmel PET AUDUM 20w enaie v ‘L4820 0. Leeriz o
'ioMadoxs wmpm e ng e mbem e sapean 836 0.0 1920 0.

Thus it appears, that. the: pecumary advantages of Officers
commandmg [COTPS EXG,: m,fact much increased durmw .peace ;
and instead of . a loss. du}m {wat, -they demed a cagsxderable

gain from the arrangement shich: molugiul the :abphtwn of the

Tent Contract. But those Officers felt that their honous, and
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their characters as servants of the State, were ¢ ccply wounded,
lyy the wanton and illiberal insinuation conveyed in Lieutenant-
colonel MUNRO’S report, and an honourable desire to vindicate
heméelves, ploduced the charges against that Officer.  The fai-
lure of this endeavour to procure an investigation of the subject
by legal and constitutional means, and the rejection of the me-
moriai which the Officers addressed to the Court of Directors,
are. the trae causes of the origin of the discontents among the
Officers : the successive acts of the Government, in which the
sophistical doctrines of the Judge-advocate-general -are substi-
tuted in lieu of the Articles of War, gradually increased that
discontent, and led to consequences already too well known,
and which must ever be lamented by all who have any mterest
in the affairs of India.

The nature of these acts was such, that the bare mention of
them will be sufficient to conviace the reader that they were pe-
culidtly caleulated to produce those counsequences.  Gfficers of
the most respectable chardcters were suspended frow the ser-
vice, without trial or Investigation of any sort. In some wnstan-
ces, they were detained in India against their will, even after ha-
ving taken their passages for Kurope, and thereby prevented
from making an appeul to the Court of Directors, and their
friends were severely punished for shewing them attention. In
athers they were seized as felons, and tr ansported to a distant
settlement, where they were without friends, and without any
means of providing for their subsistence, except those derived
from the credit which their characters produced. The General
Qrder of the 1st of May, by the severity of the punishments
which it announces against men hitherto highly respected, who

‘had net been made acquainted with the charges alleged against

them, and who have never had an opporiunity of offering any
thing in ‘their exculpation, may be considered as the climax of
irritation to the’pride and feelings of the Officers of the Army,
who already, much irritated thh the previous proceedings, were
now exasperated to such a degree, that they forgot the relation
in which they themselves stood, ‘as’ well as the respect, that,
under any circumstances, was due to the Constituted Au-~

thorities.
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