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ADVERTISEMENT.

Y TNDER an impreﬁion of the very ex-
a tenfive confequences which might
~ultimately attend the difcuflion of what
are generally call’d the Irith Propofitions
and from awifh, thatas far as theiron trade
was concerned therein, it might proceed
with that temper between the two coun-
tries needful to the great occafion: The
Author wrote the following letter to Sir
Lucius O’Brien.

Briftol, Fune 11th, 1785. .
Sir Lucius O’Brien.

HAVE no doubt but it remains on

your memory what pafled between us

in 17778, when on a free trade to the Co-

lonies being opened to Ireland, I had the
honour of negociating for the iron trade

on the part of Great-Britain, with you on
the part of Ireland.

'W’c»




i)

- We then, as now, withed nothing but

egzzczlzz‘y, which was the bafis of our pro-
pofals to you; and I havea pleafure in
the recolleGion of what you was pleafed

to ffzy on that head, viz. ¢ That you was

cc honourably treated by the iron trade of
“c England

Leﬂ: from fomethmg in the pubhc
prints, a contrary impreflion. fhould be
" made on your fide the water, refpeé’cmg
the condu&t of the iron trade on the pre-
fent importént treaty negociating between
the two kingdoms ; I take the liberty, on
pubhc grounds, to write you this letter,
and declare to you, that the fame liberal
opinion {ftill rules the trade.—They with
for nothing but equality, without afking
any compenfation for the local advantages
of Ireland, Wh1ch the has a ught to ufe

1th0ut reftraint. -

- We with equal duties on the import of
the bar, or a continuation of the equaliz-
ing duty to thofe countries it was enated
for in 1778, or fuch a bounty on the ex-

port of our wares as thall equalize us, if
neither

(i )

neither of the two former propofals could
be agreed on. Our adminiftration cannot,
we prefume, promife for fome, and wi//
not for any one of the three.-  On this ac-
count we have carried our petitions into
the Houfe of Commons; praying relief;
and fhall do the fame into the Houfe of
Lords; and on no other grounds have we
moved on the prefent oecafion.

‘Our wifh is, that the moft friendly im-
preﬁions, each of the other, fhould re-
main on the minds of . the two countrles,
Whofe Welfare and 1nteref’c « fi* {ua bcna
normt 1s perfec‘tly 1nd1v1ﬁble

T make no apology for this mtruﬁon, g
thinking thefe declarations due to the hw
berality of our intentions.

' Iam,

- With great refpeG:
Your moft humble fervant,
L W GIBBONS

v Sn‘

* Prmted ﬁ by mxﬂ:ake in the copy’ of t‘m letter m.}}
hﬁled by Sir Lucius O’Brien.
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'§ir Lucius on the gth of July acknow-
ledged the receipt of that letter, eXpreﬁlng
himfelf politely towards the author, and
added, that he had determined in the firft
inftance to write him a reply, but having
obferved in Lord Sheffield’s obfervations on

the trade of Ireland, fome expreﬁions which
induced him to believe the gentlemen of

the iron trade had communicated with his
Lordfhip ; he had reconfidered that work,

which had led him into a’ letter of fuch

length, he had refolved to pubhfh it, and |

it has fince appeared ‘The author of the
following fheets, thinking himfelf called
upon to examine fome of the aflertions and
opinions it contains, noOw .Wlth deference
offers them to the pubhc and Sll‘ Lucms

His aim is to inform on both fidcs to the
beft of his judgment, and in no refpect to
offend either ; and he fhall’ be happy and
think himfelf rewarded, i his endeavors

10 reconc1le the difference of opmmn Now

exifting between the two kingdoms, {hould
proceed but one ﬁnorle ftep towards eﬁ'e&

ing fo defirablea purpofe._ |
BR‘IS?

BRISTOL, AucusT 24, 1785

SIR LUCIUS O'BRIEN, Bart.

I HAVE the honor of your pamphlet by

poft from Lofldon, accompanied by
your letter of July 1gth. As Iam per-
fectly of opinion, that a liberal difcuffion

of fome parts thereof may tend to throw

the fubject into a more equitable point of
view, and remove prejudices which might

‘otherwifeaccompany the minds of too ma-

ny, in forming a judgment on the merits
of the que{hon between us; I fhall can-

didly remark on fuch parts of your ad=
drefs, as the perufal ‘has moft immediately
pointed out to me, may produce the dee
;ﬁred effett. | o

A My
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- My ardent wifh is that the moft perfect
underftanding and good will, fhould be
cherithed between Great-Britain and Ire-
land, witnefs my letter to you of the 11th
of June laft; and I hope nothing in the
following remarks on your addrefs to me,
will be conftrued to contradi& this decla-
ration of my good withes for the moft com~
pleat Union of the two ngdoms, which
no fub)e&: of either has more at heart than

myfc;lf .

You are perfe@cly right in your furmifes,
that I have communicated with Lord Shef-

" field on the Iron Trade: I had the honour
of being firft introduced to that illuftrious

writer by accident, when I was called up
to London for the purpofe of giving evi-
dence before the Lords of Council, re-
{peGing the new Syftem of Commercial
Arrangement with Ireland; and I {peak of
my own knowledge, when I tell you that
Lord Sheffield had a variety of information
from fome of theableft and moft refpecta-
ble men in the Iron Trade, with feveral

of

|
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of whom, I had the pleafure of a confe-

cence or two, with that noble Lord.

I communicated to his Lordfhip fome ac=
count of our tranfactions in the negociation,
of 1778, which he took down in writing
and has fince publifhed, hence the fimilari-
ty of our expreflions which you allude to;
and in the courfe of my attendance on Para
liament, I furnithed his Lordthip with va-
rious calculations explanatory of our fitua-
tion with refpet to Ireland, fome of which
he has alfo been pleafed to pubhfh. I had

‘not the leaft inimical intention towards

Ireland, in any of my tranfations with the

noble Lord, who honoured my {entiments

with fo much of his attention, and whofe
ertmga need not the aid of my teftimony
to prove his philanthropy towards that
country, to which he is {o honourably re-
lated: I did it from a defire to give his
Lordfhip a more critical knowledge of the

“iron trade, and with aview of enabling him
to explain upon it, with that ability, he

has thewn in his hiftory of our other great

manufa&ures His 1mpart1ahty asawriter

A2 s
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i< obvious, and I fhall be happy to contri=

bute in whatever I amable, my mite, to-
wards the perfe&ion of that hiftory of trade
and manufacures, his Lordfhip has with
{o much indefatigable induftry colleéted,
and with fo much per{pieuity, given to the
public. o

It has been the fathion with fome in Ad-~

iminiftration, to ftigmatize the oppofition
given by the manufacturers in general, as
a matter of party; I cannot think they
teally believe it, but it may have {uited the
times, to affeé? this opinion: As far as it

relates to myfelf, I defpife the idea, I am

no man of party; neither my avocations or
my inclinations permit me to deal in ¢ the
dirty game of politics;”. nor do I care, {o
we have an able honeft man ¢ who is our
«¢ minifter for 2 day or a week:” and 1
can with equal truth add in this place that
nothihg but, firft, thecall from adminif-
tration, and afterwards the united and pref-
fing requefts of the trade, both which 1
thought it my duty to obey, from a con-
vi@ion that public calls like thefe are para-
S mount

‘mount to all private confiderations, would

have induced me to the active part I have
taken in this bufinefs, to the detriment of
my own concerns. | |

As you queftion the propriety of our ap-
plication to Parliament at this juncture,
becaufe our cafe is not direétly involved in

the fate of the Propofitions, I will giveyou
“our reafons for petitioning; being defirous,

that confiftency as well as equity, fhould
mark the whole of our proceedings: 1

freely confefs to you Sir, fuch is my ig~
norance of that kind of faith which nati~

ons feem to hold towards oneanother, that

till the propofitions became the topic of -

converfation and informed us better, 1 real-
ly believed, that Ireland ftill impofed or
ought to have done it, the equalizing duty
of 3l. gs. 11d. per ton on her ‘iron wares
to America; and founded fuch opinion on
my plain untutored notions of that equity,.
honor, and equality, which ought to rul@‘(
a contract of fuch a nature between twWo
parts of one empire. I could not bythe

help of all my reafoning faculties congeive,

that
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‘¢hat a misfortune fo fatal to tﬁe general
empire, as the lofs of America, {hould be

permitted or expected to produce advan-
tages to Ireland in detriment to Great-
Britain; it appeared to me a foleci{m in

politics and legiflation which I have no

language for; but I at ‘ﬁ;‘ﬁ declared my-
{elf no ‘politician, _th_erefore leave national
faith to be defined by our national conduc-

tors, and the touchftone of conventence and

intereft, which feems the index of faith

“to kings and nations.

The propofitions have been held out, as
the bafis of a {yftem of commerce, perma-
nent and irrevocable, when once adopted.

w—As there appeared nothing in them,

which gave us any fatisfactory reafon to

believe, that the advantages in the iron

grade, which had accidentally fallen to

Ireland, in refpect to North-America,

were likely to be equalized ;s the Gentle«
smen in the various branches of the trade,
thought it was juft and neceflary, the two

nations fhould be put on one footing, €i-
ther by duties or bounty, and therefore

pe-

‘peti‘tioned the Houfes of Parliament for

that purpofe : We f{aid nothing of our im-

menfe burthens of which Ireland bears no
part, in any of our reprefentations ; we
atked no ftipulations for local advantages;
we prayed for meer equality ; and we have
a pleafure in thinking, that every Irifh-
man, endowed with that generofity for
which his country is {o remarkable, will

. fay we afted honourably towards Ireland.

T fhall now confider {uch parts of your
letter, as I think the iron trade is called

on to reply to; your flights in politics and

;reafonin g thereon, I beg leave to transfer

to the pen of fome political {peculator,
who may have inclination and leifure to

meet you on that gr’oundk;f I declare my-
felf to have neither, and therefore avoid
entering on fo dry a fubject.

" The firft comment you make on the e-
q_ualizing duty, fixed m 1778, 18, that
our native Iron was not, but ought to
have been, taken into the account, in the
formation of the average on"_w};;ich‘that

T A4 S - duty
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duty was founded : it appears at firft ﬁght

a reafonable objection, but when we con-

fider that the duty on forelgn Bar Iron,
was orxgmally laid, not toraife a revenue,
but as a bounty to encourage the make of
native Iron, and enable us to vie in prlcc
with foreign Iron; and again, when we

refle@ that we import 60,000 tons annual-

ly, and never export in wares one balf that
quantity toall the world; the Trade think
it fair to fay, that we ought in equity, to
draw back on what we export, the whole
difference of duty, between England and
Ircland, without any regard to our native
Iron, the make of which could not exift
without a proper duty on foreign Bar; ‘and
as the whole we make, is not above half
the quantity we confume for interpal pur-
pofes, therefore could we make it as cbeap
as we can import it without the duty,
~ which is Vcry far from being the cafe, even
then your internal confumptlon would be
fupphed confiderably lower than ours, be-
caufe on above half our confumptlon at
home we fhould pay 2l. 16s. 1d. per ton

g%_.qty, Whﬂe you on the fwhole quantity pay
| only

“

(9 )

@nly a.bout 95. 7d . fterling. But had

‘England a convenience in this particular,

fhe has a right on the principles we have
aced, to enjoy it unequalized ; for we ne-

ver called on Ireland to equalize with us,

for any of her internal, local or natural ad-
vantages. | o

Thexe is but one way to eftablith a rule
of perfe& equality between the two king-
doms, which is by Ireland paying the fame
duty we do on Bar Iron; every other mode
15 1mperfe& and however fairly eftimated,
will leave grounds for Jeqloufy between the
two countries, W which ought by every pof-.
{ible means to be avoided ; and what would
it coft Ireland annuaﬂy to remove them ?
not half the expence of a fingle fncrate fit

for his Majef’cy s fervice and thc protc&mn .

of their own coaﬁs,,

When 1 fixed the average of thirty hun-

dred Wemht of Bar Iron to a ton of wares,

1 took into the calculation, all Iron and

Stcel wares, from a needle toan anchor,
it being my duty to include and take a com-

- pré-
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‘prehenfive view of all ; I was not poﬁ'éffed :

with the {pirit of divination {o far as to
forefee, in what branches of the trade the

‘gemus of Ireland would exert itfelf ; had
it been a point’ determmed on, that Ireland
was only to rival us 1in Jfblzz‘ rods, /.wopy, |

mzz/s, and fuch heavy wares, the only ar-
ticles you are pleafed to mention as likely;
I thould have faid the average had been
taken much too high; but When I refle&t
on the vaft variety of bright iron and fteel
wares, which confume above 40C. 50C.

~ nayabove 60Cwt. {fome of them to produce
aton of wares; I ftill contend that the
q_uantum I have taken for one general ave-
~rage, is afair and juftone: it was fixed
~one at your own requeft, to avo1d a variety
of calculations ; and though in fome heavy
wares it may prefs hard, in the lighter
wares it is equally favourable to Ireland.

It is not candid to fay, in prodf of
30 hundred being an unequal average,
“that fplit iron and hoops confume lit-
tle more than 21 hundred of bar iron

- to

Gy

to a ton of wares, and to be filent on

‘the lefler and bright wares, which con-

fume fo much above 30 hundred. Split
iron is not an article properly called
manufaé’ture, but iron removed one flage
from the bar, and thereby made ready
for the manufa@urer; neither is it an ar-
ticle of export, and need not have been
mentioned, but to prevent doubts and dif-

‘putes. There are more tons of buckle
chapes e>;ported from Great-Britain in one

year, than there are /:'Ju/zdre[lx of fplitiron;

nay, there are more tons of needles export-
ed in one year, than of {plit or rod iron:
What quantity of iron, do you fuppofe
a ton of buckle chapes or needles will

confume? nearer 3 tons’ than 30 Cwt,

confiderably, and I again venture to affert,

that 30 Cwt. is a fair par for the equaliz-

ing duty between the two countries. But
if Ireland ftill fays, it is too much, I will
venture to engage, the iron trade of Eng-
land will confent moft readily, That fplit

rods may be claffed. with bariron; and plac__

ed on a footmg with that article, in-all
your future regulations: We do not ftand

for ‘

SSRNER I NPT =
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for the difference of dqtj, on one hundred

weight of iron, with our friends and bre<
thren of Ireland.

But it is unneceffary to dwell on the juf--

tice or not, of 30 Cwt. being a fair aver-
age between the two countries: Asthedu-
ties now ftand, Ireland on payment of
3l. 3s. 11d. onexport of a ton of wares to
the Colonies, pays the difference only on

#2252 Cwt. of bar iron to a ton of wares; f{ee
the calculation here added. An average {o

much too low, for iron wares in general,
¢hat no Irithman ought to take the leaft
offence; when an Englifhman juft hints,
that in this refpect, Great-Britain is now
the Znjured country. | |
= | Calculation

~# If we calculate the Irith daty at gs. 2d. flerling per
ton, which was the duty paid in 1778, Ireland pays the
difference on z5 Cwt. bar iron only, as ftated by Lord
Shefiield. The author was told in 1778, on his propofal
10 increafe the duty on bar in Ireland to what it paid here,
that the duty on iron in Ireland, was a part of the heredi-
tary revenue, and could not be altered without much con-

fufion and inconvenience ; but it appears it bas been alter-

ed, oris now erroncouily quoted ; the latter he cannot

fuppofe is the cafe.

( 15 )

Calculation to pv.rove the foregoing af-

fertion.
25% Cwt. Bar Iron, into England, pays :
at 2l. 16s. Id: per ton -,?y_} 3 I 6
The fame Quantity, into Ireland, pays |
at gs. 7dz. pertc,m - - -,?}—} o Iz 6

Difference 6fduty in favour of Irecland 2 19 ©
Add to make it Irith Money - - - © 4 1ix

Equalizing duty now paid by Ireland on
~a ton of wares to our Colonics - } 3

3 IX

On reference to my {tatement of duties in
1778, 1 find it noted, there was a draw-

back on iron, exported from \Great-Britain

“to Ireland and zbe coaft of Africa; there-

fore an exemption from the duty on bar
iron to the coaft of Africa, ought to have
been inferted in the a&, which impofed
the equalizing duty on Ireland: Ireland
therefore, has been, in this refpet, the

injured country, and there is no doubt,

but it would have been inf“:éntly fet right,
had it been noticed, |

: I §_nt¢r tam hopes, no real tnjury has been.
done to either country, by the inequalities - ‘

above

i e o e o
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above recited; ftill the epithet, injured
country which you reprehend, isnotin my

opinion, either improper or invidious:

And I dwell on it the more, becaufe thefe
words were ufed by me, in a paper I'gave

. Lord Sheffield, and very probably, from

thence arofe the infertion of them by‘his
Lordthip.

In the year 1779; the very year after the
compaé’c was firft made, England experi-s
enced the firft tafte of the growing ine-

~ quality in the duty, in her disfavor, byan

advance of gl. per cent. on the old duty on
bar iron; and another add1t10n, fomewhat
fimilar, took place each of the two fuc=
ceeding years: The trade faw it, but feel-
ing no immediate inconvenience, did not
think it worth while troubling adminiftra-
tion for trifles, nor, would they now have

done it, had the continent of North Ame~

qcas remained under the dominion of
Great-Britain; and had not the founding
‘words, irrevocability, reciprocity, equity,
and equality, been fo authoritatively appli-
Coe o . ed

will fully make appear :-

‘ed to the propofitions, fo much of late the

object of attention in the two Kingdoms.

When the low freight of iron from the
Baltic to London, was under your confi-
deration, you fhould have faid, fome (and
that fome is a very fmall proportion of the
whole) of the iron is brought there at alow
freight, as ballaft to their naval ftores;
and what you fay no doubt is true, that
the Irith, for various reafons, find it their
intereft to fupply themfelves in part, with

iron from London. The manufaGurersin

“the beart of England are in this particular,

exactly on the fame footing with thofe of

Ireland, and fupply themfelves with a

large proportion of their iron, from Lon-
don: From thence, it is firk brought to

Briftol at as high an expence, no doubt,

as it would be conveyed to Waterford,
Cork, or Dubhn, which the geographi-
cal ﬁtmtlon of thofe refpective fea ports,

The iron is then

conveyed, by river, canal, and I'md car-

riage, above 100 miles into the counny, at
an expence, which, from the proximity of

your

B
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your manufa&ures to your fea ports, I con-
ceive much exceeds the like charge oniron,

from the fea coaft of Ireland tothe place of
manufacture: I am not fuﬂimently ac-

£ ;
. quamted with the fituation of your manu-

factures to affert thlS but fromr the ﬁzze

of Ireland, from your numerous crecks b
~and r1vers, and the 1nformat10n I have re= '
“ceived, a fair concluhon may be drawn,

that my conjc&ure is well founded; and
therefore until”we can {upply ourfelves
with native iron, on the {pot, cheaper than
we can import foreign, which, as I have
before faid, is not the cafe at prefent ; we
fhall have no advantage over Ireland, in
point of conveyance to the ‘place of manu-

faGture: And if a buyer goes to Hull for.

his iron, or gets it from London through
that port, he cannot fupply himfelf by that

‘conveyance to the manufacture, on better

- terms in genesal, than through Briftol;
which 1 mention, that no exception may )

be taken at my reference to that mode of

conveyance only, in this comparifen Wlth :

Ireland. o

It is pofﬁble Ireland has not yet bene-
fitted by her free trade to the full latltude,‘

of her moft fangume expeé’catlons , but
that does not argue ‘ther inability : Shelics

_in the latitude of our great coal and iron

mines, and is frequently finding new ones;

but {fuch mines are not opened to any
~great effect, ina ‘minute; nor are new ef-

tablifhments of manufaories, the work
of a day: Can any juft inference ‘be drawn
from hence, that yesrs may not produce
both collieries and manufactories? of this
we are not )ealous or begrudging: Weon-
ly with, as two parts of one empire, that
the competition may comm»nce fairly, in
refpeé’c to duties, and then 1et the palm be
the reward of thofe, who moft by their
exertions deferve it; competitions pro-
mote indufiry, ingenuity, and excellence
in quahty, therefore may be productive
of beneficial effeds to both countries. It
mlght by way of argument, be added,

that the country which has particular
burthens, unfelt by the other, fhould be
likewife entitled to particular privilegesé*

| But I Wave all fuch {peculative confidera-

B | tions,
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tions, and ftanding on the broad bafis of

equality, appeal to the candor of Ireland

~ whether there is any thing more or lefs
* than equity in our propofals: Let me pro-

ceed one fiep farther; it muft onall hands
be agreed, that no power on earth has any
legal -right to interfere with your Parlia-
ment, in regulatmg the duties on your
wares exported; but when two parts of

one empire, whofe intereft is one, and

whofe affections fhould by every means be

cleared from the rubbifh of jealoufy, are -

negociating a permanent {yftem of equal
and mutual benefits, in commerce and ma-
nufacures ; If at fuch a time an advocate
for a very important branch of manufac-
ture comes forward, and fhews that the
iron trade is, by a fatal accident, left in a
moft unequal fituation in refpe&’ to the twa
countries, and no remedy is provided by
the treaty in agitation; who will hefitate
to fay, that the juftice and generofity of
Ireland is not in fuch a cafe called upon
to adminifter it’s aid to the rec1procal in=
tere(’cs of the two countries, by removing

the 1nequa1;ty of which we complam P

I

much is cer tain;

( 19 )

I do not knovv enough of the natural
hx{’cory of Ireland, toforma probable con=
Je&ure, whether fhe may have 1n her own
bowels, the means of fupplymg herfelf

with bariron, if the fhould wifth to re=
commence the trade, at prefent by your
account loft toher; but this is well known,
that Enorland with all its advmtages could
not at prefent fupport its trade of making
bar i iron, was the duty taken off foreign ;
and however Jocofely you may be inclined
10 treat the 1dea of the noble Lord; this
that it is 1mpofﬁble Ire-
Eand thould make i 1ron with fuccefs, unlefs
the attempt is aided by an hlgh duty on
forcwn bar.

If Ireland thmks it not wou:h a trza}
we fhall hopc under the fixteenth propo-
ﬁt1on, f ever it bas any jforce, fhe may
compliment her fifter ngdoms native
with an qfeﬁuﬂl preference; as
foon as we are able to fupply her; and that
period ‘one would fuppofe c*mnoa be very

bar ‘iron,

far diftant, if it proves true, th’lt one houfe

in Shropﬂnre, as you fay, c:xpf:&s next
B Az - year




( 20 )
year to make 10,000 tons of bar iron: this:
is indeed a very flattering and important
piece of news to the iron trade; and could
I prevail on myfelf to believe it likely to
be accomplithed, and at the wonderful
low price too of 11l. per ton, at which
you@rc informed the houfe b,efo_ré:menti-e

oned will be able to produce it; it would |

be needlefs to hold a fingle argument with
you, either on the ¢Xpediency df an _cquaa
lizing duty, on the part of Ireland; or of
2 bounty here on our iron wares exported :
For, when that aufpicious day arrives, the
Englith manufaGurer may fit himfelf down
in peace under his own fig tree, thankful
for the benefits he has received, and re-
gardlefs Qf Whatﬁve‘rlreland( or any other
country has done, can do, or for ever may;
to transfer any great part of the iron trade
from poor old England. R

1 have been many years a maker of bar
jron in Shropfhire, my coals coft 11s. per

ton at the foi“ge," and I cannot lay doW‘n' my

‘bfa'r iron fit only for nails, at * Stourport,
% A port on the river Severn near Bewdley, and the
wiual piace of delivery for Shropthire bar iron.
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{o low as 141, gs. per ton. I havea pleds
fure in this opportunity of publickly pay-
ing my tribute of applaufe to Mr. Wilkin-
fon, for the advantages the iron trade of

this kingdom is likely to receive from his

extenfive and {pirited efforts, to increafe

the quantity of native bar ifoni ; and if I
am ever happy énough to fee ‘the day,
when he produces * 10,000 tons perannum,

‘at gny price, but particularly at the low
‘tate you mention, (even with the affif-

tance and ‘béneﬁts expe&arit from Lord

D‘undo‘na_l'd"s patentorial prdcefs of ren-
dering more cheap, _the low pric’d coals of

Shropthire, fome of which yott flate to

coft only 2s. 6d. per ton;) I will then fay

with you the bufinefs is accomplifhed;
and he fhall have my vote, that a ﬁ‘atu.e‘ be
ere@ted to his memory, as one who has

rendered more effential fervices to his
¢ountry, than a Marlborough by all his.

‘ ‘ViC-f

# Seen letter to the author from Mr. Wilkinfon on this

fqué&, at the end of the pamphlet, which was not re=
ceived time enough for infertion in its proper place. The

author feels grea :
fentiments between himfelf and the writer:

t fatisfaction from the full coincidence ef,_
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viGories. But you are miftaken in your
conjeé’cuc about the Shropthire company
which confumeés soo tons of coals in one
; day, that is anotber houfe of high refpec-
tab1l1ty, and you will agree with me, of
| great confequencc too, when I tell you,
that I am very fure the account is not at all
eyaoaerated for I was prefent when the
prmmpal propuetor of the works (a man
who by his religious’ and irreproachable

condué through life, has ftamped fterling

credit, as well on his caution as his vera-
city) declared at Lord Sheffield’s the daily
confumpuon of coals in their various en-

gines, furnaces, forges, &c. was not fo

| httlo as oo tons; and he farther added,
had the coal tax ever taken place, all thefe
works would have ftood ftill; to the ruin
of thoufands and an immenfe lofs to the
company, which has expended much a-

" bove 100,000l. in buildings and eretions,
for the purpofes only, of carrying on the
iron trade in various branches. Your {up-
pofition is equally erroneous, that two

tons of coals will make a ton of bariron:

was I to mentmn the quannty of coals ef-

timated

Cas)

timated to be confumed, in Brin’gih‘g @

~ton of iron into bars from the ore or ftone;

it might {o far exceed the limits. of your
belief, as to place me in your opinion, a=
mong thofe whofe affertions ¢ might not

¢¢ ftand that teft, which Lord Shaftfbury

¢ has endeavoured to, c’i:abh{h as the cri~

¢ terion of truth.” I have feen fome
brother iron~makers of Shrop{hlre, who
agree with me, they cannot lay down iron
at Stourport, {fo low as ;{41 5s. per ton:
You fee Sir, we fmall fithes need to depre-
cate the powers of this great leviathan,

~who is {o foon to {wallow us up- and fend

our iron ‘works to ruin but notwithftand-
ing this 1mpondmg cloud, be aﬁ‘uredg it
will give me infinite fatlslaéhon, to fe¢
the ‘day of 10,000 tons from one man’s
{pirited cxertlons -and on this ground it 1s
to be hoped, you will allow me ;['ome Zzz‘z‘/&
Jhare of patriotifm.

That the buildings and erections for car=
rying on the iron trade in all its branches
in Great-Britain, coft from 3 to 4 milli-
ons, I havo no kind of doubt° Butas I

haye
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have never given an opinion, public of
private, on the probable amount of capi-
tal employed therein; I fhall not dwell on
that unfathomable f{peculation further,
than to fay, I look upon it more difficult
to eftimate, than to raife ¢ three Irith
« turf ftacks each as big as the largefl
« Egyptian pyramid;” and more fo, no,
doubt, than to explain your affertion, that

«¢ the beft hold Britain has at this day of

s any part of the trade of America, is by
<« means of Ireland, and that if Ireland
¢ has juft caufe to be difgufted, Ame-
¢¢ rica will be loft for ever.” But I dont
wonder this flight of policy is beyond my
powers of comprehenfion, ‘when declared

by you of too bold a wing for modern mi-

nifters themfelves. But the greater part
of this immenfe capital is not of {o novel

a date, as one might imagine it to be,

from fome of yourremarks uponit. That
million, laid byand foftered with the moft
ufurious care, till it Y)ecomes a fum capam
ble of paying our national debt, will not
be fo old when that defirable epocha fhail
arrive, as a large portion of the capital in
| the:
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the iron trade. But whatever may be yours

-~ or the public opinion, on this fubje&, I

hope you will believe me when I tell you,
that in fuch an infant ftate are the greatand
boafted improvements in the iron trade; I
do not at this hour know any man or body

of men, who have amafled a princely o

even an indepéndent fortune, by making
bar iron only, in this ifland: The low
priced iron of other countries with all its
fubfidies upon its back, having born down
all poflibility of fuch accumulation: We
will however pleafe ourfelves with the con-
templation of a dawn of hepe, that dame
fortune may €’er long thower down on {fome
of them, the abundance of her favors, as
a reward for their valuable improvements;
and till then we muft look among other

- claffes of men concerned in the iron trade

for the integers, and among the bar iron

makers, for the parts only, of that fum
which forms the gteat whole of capital, I

had rather wonder at than attc’m‘pt to de-
fine. Butas a proof of what that trade can
do in other countries, and of the extraor-
dinary profits attending it in Ruffia; take
| L | - ~ this
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this thort anecdote, no lefs wonderful than

‘true. One Sava Jacoffloff, who lefs than
40 years ago fold fith about the freets of

Peterfburgh, died about 2 years ago, worth
upwards of 1o millions of roubles, or 2
millions of pounds fterling; moftly de-

rived from the great profits arifing from

large iron works, he got into his poffef-
fion: What muft become of our internal
make of iron, if we were not prdteé‘ced by
a judicious duty againft a country, which,
while it fupplies us lower than we can
make our own, referves to itfelf fo ample
a compenfation.

- I will now fay fdmeWhat in defenc‘e‘of; ,
the calculations, which you have treated

a little with the rough file of your animad-
verfions; I gave them to the noble Lord,
in whofe works they appear for the pur-
pofes before hinted, and to fhew him the
difference in the price of bar iron, rod
iron and hoops, # the firft coff, between
the two countries. It was my ufual wifh

‘of being corredt, and within the bounds

of truth, which prevcntéd.-.my proceeding
‘ : - | vfarth@:

o2y )

farther in the calculations, than juft in

the ﬁr& inftances; namely, the fir/} coft of

the bar iron to the importers, and the
wages and wafle of converting it into rod

iron and hoops : I know not the charge of

conveyance to and from the mills in Ire-
land, therefore faid nothing of it in the
calculations ; but have before given ‘my
reafons, why it may not exceed, or indeed
come up to ours in this kingdom. = Had
my views been to exaggerate the per cen-~
tage, as you are pleafed to hint muft be
the defign of their author; I could have

done it with truth much beyond that exhi-
~ bited by the calculations.  The firlt coft
~Wwas in my opiﬁion the proper point for me
‘to take up, not only for the reafons above

alledged, but to fhew a gencrous people,
the very great advantage they had over us,.
in the firlt inftance, and thereby theequity.
of our expeCations to be equalized. - The
profit laid on by thofe concerned in the
different ftages of the manufacture in Ire-
land may be too Iargé, and therefore very:

reprehenfible; but that is no part of the.

‘prefent enquiry, or inany refpect belongs
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to the merits of the matter in difpute; and
to fhew you that I cannot ftoop to mifre~

prefentation, I will bring the comparifon
to a nearer teﬁ between the two coun~
tnes. ‘

Whoever will on the maps of Europe
furvey the fituation of Briftol, my place
of refidence, and your principal eaftern
ports; will at once conclude with me,

thata ﬂnp will carry a cargo from Ruﬁia,
to your ports of Waterford, Cork, or
Dublin, on as low freight as to Briftol:
nay, an old experienced trader now un-
loading here a cargo from the Baltic, faysi
he had rather go from Peterfburgh to Dub-
lin, than to Brg'/ial at the fame price.

Iam an old importer from Ruflia, and,
in the laft 2 years, have had a large quans
tity of iron from Peterfburgh of a very good
quahty for nails, which did not coft me
on Briftol Quay, abeve 13l. per ton: Had
tHat iron gone to Dublin from Peterfburgh,
on your Quay, it would therefore have coft

| enly 10l 135, 6d. frerling, ‘which is much
| - lefs
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- lefs than ril. 1 3s. the price at which you

fay none was ever {fold in Dublin: Irifh

importers may be too fond of profit, and
your affertien be a truth; but that proves
nothing againft the price at which my aim

is to fhew, it was, or ought to have been

nnported on Dublin Quay, which isall I
want to e{’tabhfh ‘and in farther proof
of my cautlon, not to ‘make an unfair
ftatement; I now ‘affert, that the beft new
fable iron'which I calculated on at 14l. in
London laft year ('wbere it is imported mcz-
term/{y cheaper than fo Briffol) coft me no
‘more on Briftol Qay laft import than

13l 13s. 6d. (equal to 11l s, ‘ferling

at Dublin) and the beft o/4 fable which
T ftated at London 141. 10s. (equal to
121, 3s. 6d at Dubhn) coft me feveral
thillings per ton /efs, on our (Lay I will
mention another advantage, not taken in-
to caleulation, which Ireland has againft
us from her low duty : the i iron wafted in
the operation of convertmg bar into rod

| 1ron, cofts us almoft 2s. 6d. in the Cwt.

more than it does your flitter; and had I

been inclin’d ftill to fwell the difference,
‘ I mlght
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I might have dwelt a little on the extra”
duty of ten or eleven fhl_’tlmgs per ton, Pald
by England on the iron we import in fo-
reign bottoms. ‘One item more in proof
of much lower prices ‘than I took for cal~
culation; Ihave myf\.lf bought an mfenor
Ruflia iron ﬁt for nails, 1mported into
London laf’c year and theze purchafed at
131 3s. 6d. per ton at third hand; two
houfes havmg before made each an hand—
fome profitbyit; ‘thatiron 1mported dire@-
ly bere from Peterthurgh would not havc
coft me 1 21 per ton, and dxre@c to Dublm,

Would have been laid .on your Quay much

Had I been inclined to have
gone as far as truth would have fupporte&
me, I {hould no doubt have been warrant-

under 101

ed i in takmg this faé’t into m y eﬁlmates °

but it is fo much under the general value
of Ruﬁla iron, that though I mlght have
magmﬁed the dlﬁerence per cent. oreatly,
yet.it wou]d have had fo much the appear-
ance of a. part1a1 f’catcment I could not
;reconcﬂe the ufe of it to that fcale of
cquahty, I with fhould be conﬁdered as

- omy
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my guide through the whole of this bu-

 finefs.

Let us juft fec how much per Cent, Ire-
land has the advantage over us in beff new. .
Jfable iron, the fort moftly imported and
which laft year coft at Briftol 13l. 13s. 6d .
per ton.

| Into Bri&ol itcoftin 1784 - - 13

13 6
- Ireland pays lefsduty - - 2 6 6
- Coft into Ircland in 3784. e e = X1 7.0

If 11l. s, gives 01 6s. 6d. that is in
the ratio of above 20 per Cent. o

If 131 I3s 6d. gives 21, 6s. 6d that.
is about 17 per Ccnt '

Take which you pleafe of the propor-
tions, in e1ther the difference is too confi-
derable, to rerhain unequalized between.
any two parts of one Empire, both in the
habit of manufacturing the fame ar txcles,
and both ‘well fituated and- open to-the
fame markets; without bemcv the conf’cant

fourcc ,
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fource of difcontent or worfe confequences
6 one or both the contending countries.

Tt is with reluéance, I find it neceflary

to ftate fuch a variety of particulars, which

ought only to appear on the pages of our

accompts; but Ireland has called upon me,

and they appeared needful to explaixf our

" real fituation, and fmooth down a little,
the obje@ions of Ireland.

- If an importer of iron into Dublin, fays
he did mof import laft year at the price I
have quoted, I reply, he ought to have
done it; he is on terms of equal ability
with a merchant of Briftol, and it is a dif-

grace to him to be outdone by one. We

_have no import of naval ftores in quantities

{ufficient to bring iron lower than it may

‘go to Dublin; to which place if the im-
porters pay the freight you have declared,
and I am fure you muft be inform’d they
‘do, itis a reproach upon them and I warn

them to look better to their charters. If

“your ftatement of the London freight from
Peterfburgh was a jult one, viz. that iron
| is
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is < ordinarily brought for five fhillings

¢t per ton,” there feems {omething ab-

furd in Ircland having any iron whatever. -

dire@ from Ruffia, and fhe fhould thank
me for pointing out to her a better way ;.
{ee below, ’ '
~ Average freight from Peterfburgh to
Dublin dire&, is, you fay = ;}I
Ordinary freight from Pe-
terfburgh to London - }O 5 (?
Freight London to Dublin - 0 10 O
Charges at London, extra’
duty at Dublin, and In-¢0 10 O
furance = - =~ = = '

I3 o

1 5 0

e T ]

,Cheapér through London than dire&t }o g
' frot:iRuﬁia T R ’ o

B e LY

Freigh{t from London to Briftol, and
why not to Dublin? is often 7. pér,ton
only, (it is fo now) which will enhance
the difference, juft fo much in favor of
Ireland and this circuitous conveyance. ¥

B C Should
~# That the b\iye;é of foreign iren in Ire]and'may. not,

from what has been faid of laft year’s prices, form conclu-
fions to the prejudice of the importers, from their price of

‘iron the prefent or any future import ; the author thinks

it his duty to fay, that iron is this year confiderably ad-
vanc’d at Peterfburgh, and will come in much dearer than

in 1784.
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Should a flitter of iron in Ireland fay,

he cannot cut iron on as good terms as an
Englith flitter ;5 he may fpeak truly, while
his mill has not a regular and full, but
only a partial employment; an increafe in
your manufactures will certainly produce
{uch full employ, and will enable a mill
5n Ireland to cut its own iron as low as we
can do it, even if the coals coft the Irith
{litter 20s. per ton ; for as much is faved
in the duty of the iron wafted in the pro-
cefs of flitting, as will pay the difference
in the price of coals to a mere trifle ; and
wages of fuéh _common mechanics are
furely as cheap with you, as us; for the
moft ignorant of your ¢ Bog-trotters,” if
he has but ftrength enough, and know-
ledge fufficient to take his fingers off red
hot iron without bidding, will in a very
few weeks make an ufeful hand in the
{ubordinate labor of a flitting mill.

~ Itis ftated that rods are 19l. per ton in
Ireland, which I fuppofe is 20 Cwt. 1121b.
each: if fo, fie upon the feller of the rods

or the importer of the bar, or one or more
' ' be-

i
i
i
I
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" between them; fuch men are not friends

to their own country ; extravagant profits
on a material for manufacture, . are ana-
tional evil.
your natural abilities, and am proud in

the liberal voice of England, to fay with
you; ¢ let Ireland thrive if fhe can by

< her own induftry, if fhe fhould be my
¢ rival, is fhe not my fifter ?”* !

It does not appear to me, you have ex-«

~ hibited your ufual candor, in the calcula-
tion you have given us, in page 107 Dub-

lin edition, thewing the difference to the
prej udice of Ireland, in a ton of rod iron to
the Weft-Indies: this would have juftified
me in taking for my calculation, when
bar iron was under confideration, the in-

ferior quality I have mentioned, which
might have been imported into Dublin for
lefs than 10l. per ton:—I fhould only have

C 2 gone

“* Another part of Sir Lucius’s letter places the words

riwal and fifler in a very different point of view, to that, -
~ in which we have the pleafure to fee them, in this his ve~

ry generous and patriotic apoftrophe here copied.

I wifh you a fair exertion of

e e e i e ™ L
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gone a part of the way towards the extream,
while you have gone, I had like tohave

faid, beyond it, to fhew apparently an
hardfhip upon Ireland, which when exa-

mined into will not appear to exift, aswill
be feen directly.

I have already faid that rod iron is not
an article of common export, and I quef-
tion if one ton has been exported from both

kingdoms, to any place included in the
compaét of 1778, fince it was enter’d into. -

When the equalizing duty of-3l. 3s. 11d.
was enacted on a ton of rod iron, the fame
{fum only, was likewife impofed to be paid
on a ton of fciffars, penknives, needles,
buckle chapes, and the vaft variety of
other bright fteel and {mall iron wares, as
well as on every other kind of manufac-
tured iron wares; in many of which, true

equality would have demanded double that

duty to place the two countries on alevel:
From the multitude I will felect one arti-
cle, and when I have thewn thetrue equa-
lizing duty on- that and on rod iron, we

Will -
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will take the mean of both; it will then
be feen how far 31. 3s. 11d. was a fair a-
verage between us.~I fhall not take ah ar-~
ticle, which has never reached the manu-
facturers hammer, and is not' {peaking
technically a manufacture; but that finith-
cd and important' one of buckle chapes, in
which more than *goe tons of iron are
‘annually confumed; and of which I be-
l_i:evc_ therc are double the quantity of tons
exported in one year, than hundreds of
rod iron: I have therefore in this refpect

abundantly the advantage .over your cal-
culation. ' |

3 tons

# One maker in the town of Walfhall, near Birming-
‘ham, confumes above 160 tons of iron annually in the ar-
ticle of buckle chapes; and he fuppofes his gnantity is ‘
about one fixth part of the whole which are made in the
year: a quantity fo large, that if thé Author had not su/
reliance on the veracity and knowledge of the Gentleman

who gave him the information, he fhould have been afraid .

$0 mention,
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% g tons of bar iron fay eftimated to} =
‘ -7 5 6

2 be confumed in a ton of chapes,
duty here - - N -

Same Quantity into Irelafx_d - - X 7 6
5 18 §
Add to make this Irifh money - 9 10

,Diﬁ'erenée i'n'favor of Ireland on 2 ton} 6 4 10
~ of chapes - - - - 7 1

A ————— —

~Ifan equalizing duty had been made on
cod iron and that only, it would have ftood
thus '

91 Cwt. bar makes one ton of rods,} 211 ®
duty thereon at 2l. 8s. 6d. - »

Same quantity into Ireland - - o9 8
2 1 4

Add to make this Irifh money - 3 3
| 2 49
Take

% Six tons of bar irom will fearcely produce ore fon of
chapes, finifh’d for fale 3 but as there is a large quantity
of wafte iron left, after the chapes are cut out, which is
afterwards made of fome ufe, the Author not withing ta
exaggerate will eftimate only on three tons as really con-.
fumed. ' ‘ ,

LS 3 A A

Take the mean of thefe two ends of the
general average, on which the equalizing
duty was founded in 1778, and it will
ftand thus - | |

True equalizing duty which a ton of :
~ chapes ought to pay - - } 6 710

Ditto on a ton of rod iron  ~ - 2 4 - 9
8 12 7
* Take half for the mean of both - 4 6 2

By this view of the calculations, it ap-
pears, that 4l. 6s. 3d. thould have been
the equalizing duty impofed in 1778; at
leaft that I have as much right to fay, that is
a juft one, as Ireland has to fay 3l. 3s. r1d.
is otherwife. Give fcope to a fanciful
fpeculation, and the mean difference might
be magnified moft wonderfully, by de-

* fcanting on the quantity of iron neceflary

to produce a ton of pendulum fprings for
watches, and the authority of your letter -
may be quoted for mention of the article;
you know, theequalizing duty was found-
ed on the weight of iron confumed, not on
| | the
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the fualue of the artlcle produced It might
be oppofed to rod iron for another reafon;
becaufe, perhaps as much of that may be
exported from Ireland, as of rod iron : But
I have.no defire to. travel into the laby-
rmth of fpeculative hypotheﬁs, on a plain
quef’uon between the two kingdoms,
whofe champions may box the compafs of

argument to eternity, without adjufting

this topic to the {atisfaction of either party;
and the whole muft finally diffolve itfelf

into a proof, that to do away the uneaﬁnefs |

and altercation on ‘this head between the
+wo countries; it will be a laudable mea-
fuif: in Ereland to impofe the ﬁm\, duty we

now pay, on bf&r‘ 1ron 1mp01ted

I will take my ieave of this part of the
{ubjelt, by oppoﬁn@ a calculation of rods
mad‘. on the quanuty of bar rm/’{y confum-
ed, to that you have deduced from the
Prlcea ‘frated for London and Dubhn in

“your letter page 107, to fhew how the

'hfrwcncc will then :ﬁ:and

Rods

F _4,1  v

Rods in London the ton = - ¥5 Y60 ©

Rods’ in Dublin ditto - - .113‘ 3 o

Export duty to be impos’d bemg the
difference in duty, between Eng- E
land and Ireland in 1778, on z¥*2 4 9
21Cwt. bar confum’d in making
20Cwt. of rod iron -~ -

Rods in Dublm with the export duty } 15'

" thereon - -

Balance in favour of Ireland - 2 3,

You fee, Sir, taking even this article on

" its own dﬁ’tmé‘c merits, the balance is in

favor of your country: And as your iron
trade has now in this neceffary article for
manufa&ure, fo decifive a {fuperiority ; and

- when you declare that 3 per cent. with the

advantages of capital, low mteleﬁ &ec. is

“enough to deﬂ:roy any wholefale trade on

earth; what do you think muft become of

our manufacture? unlefs you meet us as

brethren, or we are aided againft the in-

equality by our own adminiftration,

"The Lord Chancellor fome time back,

did me the honor of taking 1ﬁy op‘inion on

. | the
% See the calculation in ?age 38,
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- the propricty of a bounty or drawback,
~ on the exportation of our iron wares; (of
which more hereafter.) After ﬁ:atmg my
reafons for the expediency of it, I pro-
pofed to his LOI‘dﬂliP ; that the wares
fhould be divided into 2 or 3 claffes, and =
bounty or drawback be fixed on each, in
proportion to the quantity of iron con-
fumed therein: This certainly would be
‘a more juft way of regulating the equaliz-
ing duty of Ireland, if the duty on your
bar iron is for ever to remain fo much un-
der ours, than by 1mpoﬁng it on every ar-
ticle alike; and this will be moft benefi-
cial to Ireland, if the exercifes her induf-
try in the manufacture of heavy iron wares
only. As it mow ftands, no doubt the
‘maker of the grofs or heavy articles, has
caufe of complaint, when his goods pay
as high a duty, as thofe which confume
double the quantity of iron: But this was
the a& of Ireland, and it is worth her con-

fideration to alter it, unlefs the neceflity -

of doing it is removed by a judicious boun-
ty on iron wares exported hence; when

of
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of courfe, the equalizing duty will be ne
longer impofed by the Parliament of Ire-

land.

I have reftrained 1ayfelf from entering
more diffufely into the minutiz of the iron
trade, and of being more particu]arv in
fome parts of my reply; from the confi-

deration, that there are in other nations,
fome no doubt very attentive to the abili-

ties and ﬁtuatlon, publickly eftimated, of

~ any of our great manufactories. I wifh

not in the leaft refpect to inform our ri~
val nexghbours , or enable them to compale

with too much accuracy, the powers of

their manufa@ories when oppofed to ours:
1 had rather be deemed deficient in expla-~
nation and reply to you; than looked on as
a vade mecum to other countries, on the

prefent ftate of the iron trade in thisking-

do‘m .

I have not been able to difcover the e-
quivocal ufe which you attribute to Lord

~ Sheffield of the word manufature. It is

not neceflary that an hiftorian thould treat
' ‘ on
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on eveiy branch of bufinefs, in the true

- technieal phrafes of the trade; and there-

fore he may not have handled the fubject
{o as to convince an Irith manufacturer, or
fuited his arguments to the meridian of Ire-

1and; but he certainly has explained the

prefent ftate of the iron trade with more
ablhty and per{picuity, than any other
writer on the fubject. The difference in
the prices of {undry iron wares, in his ob-
fervations on the trade of Ameuca, and in
his obfervanons on the prefent ftate of Ire-
1and, on which you remark, are moft readily
accounted for: the former I have heard his
Lordthip fay, were the local prices given

for the London market, at the _end Qf the
 war; and thofe in the latter publication,
I know were intended as the average prices.

of the kingdom at large in 1784. ‘Had
you adverted to the beginning of the re-
marlk, his Lordfhip has with {o much can-
dor given in h1s obfervations on the trade

of IL cland page 211, where he faja

¢¢ "The author in h1s obfervations on the

¢ commerce of the Amencan States, fell

¢ ynto
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into the fame error, and his remarks
relative to the duty on import of foreign
iron were founded on the ftate of the
manufaure of 1ron in Great Bmtam a-
bout 15 years age, previous to the late
improvements. He finds that the mak-
ing of iron is a greater trade than his

'~ former information had led him to be-

lieve ; and as it may be faid to be in an

infant ftate, and undoubtedly is increaf-

ing rapidly, it would be dangerous to
give it any check at prefent, &c.”

I am convinced from the li'berality of
your fentiments, you would have thought
unneceflary, fome of your remarks on the
different manner with which the noble
Lord has treated, on fome particular parts
of the iron trade, in his two publications.
In {fome of your quotations from his works,
you feem ‘not {ufficiently full, and the
force or drift of his arguments may be

thereby mifunderf’cood

but as any in-

ve(’uganon mereof 1s no part of the plan

“on which thls letter to you is orounded

I for bear entcrmg mlnutely inte the parti-
culars. ) : o dm
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In refpect to the Europcan trade, you
feem to have over rated the e’xpe@ca‘tions’of
the Englith manufacturers.  We have not
in any of our reprefentations to Govern-

ment, attempted to make them believe it
was neceffary ¢ That England mutit either

¢ _become a tyrant over Ireland, impof-

¢¢ ing new taxes on her trade with foreign

‘¢ nations, or old England muft be un-

¢ done.” The markets in Europe have
for a confiderable time, been too unim-
portant to our iron trade, to be any bone
of contention between us; we are unfor-
funatély fo crampt in our abilities, and fo
much underfold in them, we have no

chance of recovering any part of that loft

trade but bya bouhty ; and at this we may

reafonably hope Ireland could not take of-

fence, or even object to our being on a
fair equality with her :---But perhaps you
mean America by the word foreign nations;
if fo, We undoubtedly are guilty of pe-
titioning for relief, againft your particu-

1ar advantages with refpect to that country, -
and have prayed to be put on a fevel with
you: this furely is a reafonable requeftand

“what
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what one fubjet of our moft gracious
King may afk of another, with an af-
fured and open countenance. - |

If inftead of aiming at every {pecies of
manufactures, Ireland would more parti-

cularly cultivate her ftaple commodities,

and feekl rather a barter trade with us than
arivalry: The language of the twe coun-
tries to each other might then be, You
fhall take our provifions and linens; We
will in exchange, take your woollens, iron
wares, cottons, &c. to an equal amount
if we can confume as much; thisis my
idea of reciprocity, and this mufual de-
pendence drawing the two countries clofer
together, would unite them by the bonds
of intereff, which hiftory fhews us, fu-
perfedes the faith of the moft {clemn trea-

ties : In all our compaés it muft be made

our zntereft to deal with you, and yours to

seturn the favor: every thing thort of this

is meer expedient, too much in ufe with

- the adminiftrations .of this country, and

the echa. iny of ;eciprocal benefits.

If
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if the charms of that fafcinating‘"vvor& ,
ihdepéndence, have not deluded too mam
ny, and difabled them from cool).fy rurrfrg
nating on the confequences of it, in all.ltS“
effe@ts; and on the probable events which
may arife therefrom: It may be worth the’
while of Ireland to recollect, “that no na-
tion on earth has the means of fupplying
her on equal terms with Great-Britain,
¢he articles fhe in general ftands in need of,
or can give her the credit we are enabled
todo: And fhe thould likewife remember,
¢hat her *¥provifions not many years ago
were prohibited here, a proof we can {up-
port ourfelves without, and fpare to our
foreign dependencies. In refpe& to li-
nens, it is well known German?r can {up-
ply our confumption as well, if not bet-
ter, than Ircland; and to encourage our
would in a parti-
- cular

importation from her,

% At prefent there appears 2 partiality in our laws in

favor of Irifh provifions, againft our own; f:o. fup)
Ireland with falt free of duty (great quantities of which
are fmuggled back upon our coafts) while t
curing our own prov
10 more bounty now,
shird lefs than at prefents’

than when oux duty on falt was one-

r we fupply

he falt us’d for -

ifions which are exported, draw back
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cular manner favor our cutlery and hard-
ware trades in exchange, It cannot be
withed by-any friend to the empire at
large, that the mal-adminiftration of either
country, fhould render it neceflary to a-
dopt or impofe any protecting duties on
the commodities of theé other, or partial
bounties on their own: f{uch a warfare
muft inevitably enfue as might end in
ruin to the competitors. -

- A new inconvenience juft now ftares me
in the face, and others of the fame kind no
doubt will occur, which will for ever be
pernicious to our manufatories, while the
two legiflatures are guided by diftint inte-
refts, and do not aét in union with each o-
ther. A *law isjuft paffedin this kingdom,
forbidding the exportation of certain tools
in the hardware way: many of our Eu‘v.ro;,‘
pean rivals have been ufing their endeavours

D to

* The laft part of the claufe in this a&k, which enume-

rates the prohibited articles, is couch’d in fuch general

and«comprehenﬁ’ve,wor'ds,ﬂ that it is hard to fay.if any of

- the moft common black{miths’ tools may be exported with-.

out the rifk of being conftrued as included in the prohi-
bitory claufe, and confequently liable to confifcation with -
: ‘ ooall:
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to proéuré both our toolsand man‘ufd&urerg
with toomuch fuccefs; this, as much as pof-
fible {hould be prevented, as it ftrikes di-
retly at the very exiftence of our valuable
. and extenfive trade in that branch. If we
fay to Ireland,ucb—operate with us in the
good defign, and forbid the exportation of

fuyckh* toels from your country; fhe fays we

legiflate for her, and is in wrath with us;
if no fuch aétis paffed with you how nuga-
tory are all our endeavours to prevent

fuch tools finding their way all over

Europe. If a claufe had been inferted.
in the Englith a&, forbidding the ex-
port of fuch tools even to Ireland, till an
2@ had been paffed with you prohibiting
the like exportation; which in all fuch
cafes, is the only mode now left us to pur-
fue ; this f{till would be declared legiflat-
ing for your free country, and an infidious
attempt on the powers of your invigorated

con-

all other goods the package may contain. This is a-doubt
which muft be cleared up another feflions, or the trade
will be fubjeét to infinite trouble and vexation from any
officer of the cuftoms: indeed unlefs Ircland paffes a fimis

“larad, the whole is futile to the laft degree, and can an-
fiver no other purpofe, but to embarrafs the trade and
throw impediments in the way of legal export.
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cotiftitution: What is England in fuch a
cafe to do, and how are fuch of our laws to

be executed with any effe@? ‘here I beg
leave to look back on this complication of
difficulties, and paufe. |

It is much to be Wifhed, we could on
Jound grounds compare the two kingdoms

~ to two adjoining counties, as you do very

aptly to the difcuffion of the merits be-
tween us: I fhould moft chearfully ac-
quiefce in your fentiments thereon towards
the conclufion of your letter, if the th
countries were to each other, as Yorkfhire

and Lancathire now refpectively are.---

Thofe two counties pay thé fame cuftoms on
all imports---are both taxed equally to the
excife---are governed by the rfamé:,l:aws,

noiie of which militate in favor  of - one

county againft the other---when the ne-
‘ceffities of the ftate call for new taxes,
each county pays proportionably .thereto,

‘and an endlefs train. of etceteras might be

adduced, all which in the -comparifon

“would be. fimilar and. equal 5. but if Great

Britain and Ireland are pu_t;aintq the (ball_ati'c,é,

pray; Sir, inlwhich,Qf,theypr.ei;f;diipg fitua-

D2 -~ tions,
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tions, or in what other does the equality

appear? The equilibrium is loft at once,

and the lighteft kicks the beam.

Let Ireland unite with us and become
one people; then will the comparifon hold
go‘o‘d"in' ‘the moft comprehenfive latitude, -
and we may truly fay the fuccefs of one
country is' the intereft of the other, and
the riches and ftrength of either kingdom,
arc the property of both. Though it is no

part of the plan on which I fat down to |

write, to treat on {o important a confide-

~ration as the anion of the two kingdoms,

yet {o well affured am I, that nothing thort
of it will ever conciliate the affections and
interefts of both; I could not refrain ex
preﬂing my withes for the accompli{h»-
ment of that moft defirable event. What
energy has the union of England and Scot.-@
land given to each, and how much has it
added to the power of the empire! Scot-

land,‘th'OUgh' it can neither in climate,

feftility, refources, or fituation for trade,

bear any comparifon with Ireland ; yet,

under the lenient and foftering laws of
Great-Britain, it has thriven to an amaz-
- | ‘ ing
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ing degree ; and nothing but a folid union’
with us, ‘ever can or will give full vigor-
to the abilities of Ireland: the ferments:
now caufed in the ftate by popular preju- .

dices and clamor will then ceafe, and the

minds of men will then be left at eafe to-

purfue their own intereft, and with it,
that of their country. If the Irith ten, or

Englifth twenty boafted propofitions, do.

but pave the way ever {o little to the great
event ; they may hereafter be more favou-
rably {poken of, and deemed the patriotic
and bold meafure of an adminiftration not
in. the habit of meer expedients.

two countries, and the one only way to ad-
juft the prefent infinity of jarring interefls,

and give rea/ {ecurity to both. Partizans

in Ireland, no doubt may be tenacious of

what thev confider as local -and municipal
advantages in their diftin¢t government, and:
may hefitate; our natural enemies too,
will intrigue with them and endeavour to.

keepthe countries atan unfriendly diftance;

but it is to be hOpcd the good fenie an_d :
better

I afk
~your excufe for this digreffion, but I could

not refift the wifth of bearing teftimony to
what I think the true ultimatum of the




" petween England and Ireland.
ceflity of fome attention to my own con-
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better ftars of Ireland will in the end pre-

vail againft every popular delufion, and
unite us for ever. Englifhmen then con-
fidering Ireland really as an adjoining
touniy,f and fenfible of her natural .ad-
vantages, will foon avail them{elves thereof
and {ettle among you.—Manufactures and
capital will no longer be wanting,— Y ouf
landed property muft double in value and
te;iyéars purchafe for eftates will be no
longer heard of in Ireland: Great-Britain
will view your improvements with deli ght,
for then your ftrength is fruly her ftrength
and the happinefs of both is ore for ever.

I have now explained onall the confide-
rations which appear neceflary to afcertain

the comparative merit of ‘the iron trade,
A nc-

cerns, and my diflike to public difcuflions,

has induced me to be as concife as pofli--

ble: perhaps more fo than I ought, when
the importance of the cafe is confidered.
My defign has been to foften down the
moft ftriking features of your objections,
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to what the iron trade of England calls
juftice and equality between us: That
body are not among. thofe manufa&urers

(if fuch there are) who claim the right of -

¢ reftraining, of tax'in'g; of legiflating
¢« for you, juft as might fuit their own
¢¢_conveniency,” they know too well the
nature of your free conttitution, and the
temper of your countrymen, even to dream
of fuch an interpoﬁt,i‘on s and have onrly at-
tempted to convince you, how far you are
in honor bound on the point between us,
to reftrain, to legiflate and tax yourfelves ;
in return for a participation generouﬂy_re~-
linquithed in 1778 by them to Ireland.

I have by fa&s, which reft not for folidity
upon affertions Only, ‘endeavoured to com-

bat other parts of your letter on matters

wherein you have been mifinformed, or
have thought Ireland either ‘mifreprefent-

ed or aggrieved : how far I have obtained

this defirable purpofe, muft be Ieft to your

better judgment, and that of the iron trade

in the two kingdoms. |

~ Let us now turn fhort ﬁabcﬁu’t, and look

at the iron trade of Great-Britain in a point

of
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_ Qf'ﬁ)icw véry different to that in which it
ftands with refpeét to Ireland; I mean as
oppofed to the foreign manufa&orxes of

Europe, zow open to Amerlca as well as

ourfelves,

~ We have a right on your 'iufhofity to
fuppofe it zmpo/zéle, that Ireland can ever
rival us fuccefsfully in the manufactures
made of foreign iron; I will not con-
tend that‘point further, but in deference
to your Judoment and better knowledge
of that country, will admit that muft for
ever be the cafe; ftill the difcuffion of
- this fubje& may have its good effeéts, as
it will tend to conciliate, and induce one

country to relinquith more readily the
The man who

idea of rivalling the other.
can allay one fpark of difcontent between

the two kingdoms, deferves well of both.
Though Ireland may not oppofe us, you

' haveJuﬁly faid, we have powerful oppo-
nents in Ger rmany, Sweden, and Ruflia;

and now our late colonies are or may be-

gome then (:uf’tomers3 it is of the hlghef’t
| {me
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importance to that *‘invalu;able branch the

iron trade, that we provide, before it be=

comes too late, againft their fuperior ad-
vantages ; by granting a drawback oniron"
wares exported, of all, or fuch part of the
‘duty on bar iron, as may be judged fuffi-

cient to prc‘)te@t the trade. From the

profpect you h_ave thewn u's_\of the foreign

iron trade in Ireland, and the préfent’ and
‘probable future ftate of her native iron’;
we muft conclude the is very little intereft-"
ed in’ thié neceflary ‘meafure of a‘bou'n*ty‘
on our wares exported ; and we thail look:

with more confidence for her chearful ac-

quiefcence in the p,vlan, becaufe we have’
not in the leaft ‘d’egrec'aiméd to place our
iron trade, on a footing preferable to hers. :'
We have no with to curtail any advan-
tages you have long enjoyed in the Euro-
pean markets and on the other hand, you
. ought

* The iroﬁ trade,v'i.f not of equﬂ | magﬁifudé with the )

woollen, ay be faid to be in one refpect of greater ims

portance to this kingdom ; for the materials of which it

is compos’d are worth nothing, ’till call’d into value by -

the different workmen, in the various proceﬁhs of manue, -

, fatturing iron from the ore to the finifh’d goods; and whe-’
ther the arucle when compleated, is worth 30l. or 3ool. |

the ton, the awhole walue of it is laém only and is fo much
added, clear of all ded ué’;;ons, to the riches of the ftate.




‘countries.
our -plantations is impofed in Ireland, no.
bounty thould be granted to our wares to the.
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ought not to deny us a power of going.on

equal terms with- yourfelves to the fame
While an equalizing duty to.

fame markets ;3 when fuch equalizing duty

ceafes in Ireland, then and not before, our
wares {hould bc ent1tled to a bounty on.
export to thofe places. You have veryg

judicioudly thewn the pra&icability of our
colonies being fupphed with Jforeign iron
wares, from. the free ports in the Weft-

Indies; and intereft, that moft forcible of
all motives, will inevitably take our plan-.

ters there to purchafe, if we permit our-

felves to be much underfold by them. We
know by what has happened in Europe, -
what may come to pafs in America; and

the markets of the latter may be in the
fame manner wrefted from us, unlefs by
a well regulated bounty, we are enabled to
look our continental rivals in the faceo

I Wﬂl in this place do you the juftice to
beheve, you do not clafs the gentlemen

concerned m the iron trade, among the

number
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number of thofe to whom any ¢ confola-
¢¢ tion will remain, that Ireland certainly
¢t will be excluded this trade.”
der this fentiment as a little ebullition
of that impatience, with which the warmth

I confi-

of argument inf{pires a patriot, rather than

your real op1mon : I entertain a very dif-

ferent one of the inhabitants of our fifter
kingdom; for I can hardly fuppofe there
is ' a man in Ireland, who, finding ‘the

trade not likely to be transferred to his

own country, would have any confolation
in feeing it taken from us by a foreign
opponent. - |

We have feen our critical fituation, in

refpe@ to a competition with foreigners,

ever fince the independence of America
was recognized by the treaty of peace; and

than rlem"edy an ‘inconvenience,
we thould foon haveapplied to Parliament

‘prevent,

for relief, if the propofitions had never
~ paffed under the confideration of that ho-
The difcuffion of them

nourable houfe:

it being more eligible as well as eafy to.. .

no doubt accelerated our application,- bes

caufle
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caufe by their inveftigation we difcovered
that Ireland enjoyed an advantage over us
in the American trade, which has been

before mentioned ; but the main {pring of

_our motions was to obviate the advantages,

which fome European manufactories have

over us, and the confequences we feared
might flow from their fuperiority. Take.
an impartial view of our fituation, -and I
think, you Sir, as a well wither to the
general empire, will commend the mea-
{fures we are purfuing, for maintaining at
leaft an equality with the countries we

may have for competitors.

~ I am not fanguine enough to imagine,
that our exchange of fentiments will carry

convicion to the minds of men, under

the influence of national prejudicies, or
that you may perfectly coincide with the
whole of my arguments; ftill T entertain
hopes you will give the iron trade of Eng-

“land credit, for an opeh and equal cbnf

du& towards Ireland;

clare we have acted honourably by her:

the fané&ion- of Sir Lucius O’Brien will: |

bear down a hoft of objeGions, and an
happy

and continue to de-.
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happy effe& may be produced by our cor-

refpondcncc. In this one point, - I am fire
we fhall agree---in our hearty good withes
for the welfare and moft friendly inter-
courfe of the two kingdoms: the more
that is cherithed, the more will Ireland
tafte of the manifold good effects and be-
nefits, _Whlch W111 refult to her and conti-
nually increafe, from a i1l more mtunatc
Some wel/ dzgeﬁ‘ed plfm,
we may flatter ourfelves erl arife out of
the laborious drfcuﬁions Whlch have been

unxon W1th us.

1 lately had on the fubjec, that may ‘tend
to promote. thcfe, defirable pu‘rpofe_s, -and

fix our mutual interefts as one and the
fame for ever. . |

Happﬂy umted* we may ﬁ:lll be conﬁ«

~dent in our ﬁrength---may {till maintain

our place among the natron_s, and ftill de-
fy the world in arms.  That fuch may be

the ultimate’ effets of our prefent contenm

tions, 1s the ardent prayer of

Your mof’c obedrent

.And Very humble fervant,

WILLIAM GIBBOW‘S
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,\C"opy, of o letter from JohnWi‘lki'n"fon‘,‘ E_/?;

o W. Gibbons, received at Briftol,
Sept. 1y, 1785.
o Caftle-Head, nez;r Lancafter, Aug. éz, 1785,
Dear Sir, v | » o ‘
« 7 OUR favor of the 11th has but juﬁ reach-
‘& ed me at this place. | ,
1 have not yet feen Sir Lucius O’Brien’s

pamphlet, but am very forry to hear thatin -

his letter to you, he makes ftatements {o_very
wide of the truth refpedting my works,

1 do not know what others may do in the iron
¢rade. But I can aver for myfelf that I have
not an expecation in my day, of making iron to
be delivered at Stourport fo low as 141, per
ton. What improvements may take place in
time to render it lower than what it fells for now
I cannot pretend to determine. Much deperids
ypon the operations of govern‘ment,'v‘vhich, I
am forry to obferve, have not of late been fa-
vorable to that manufaétory. R

The tax upon bricks in particular greatly
checks my intentions, and fo far am I from
being likely to make 10,000 tons a year, that
I do not expect ever to produce above one
fourth of that quantity in bar iron; at prefent
Ideo not make 1000 tons annually. o
2 . | ‘What

~ 'What ever others may imagine concerning
Lord Dondonald’s procefs for making of coak
it does not influence my. ‘_o,pinidn., | I»fearltha;:
the fact will turn out—that the iron trade will
receiv.e , no‘;‘beneﬁt‘ from it. However, from
the trials I have made with f'ewel, p'fep'z;{~éd in

~ that method, I {hall:r_iot."r'epéat the experiment..

The impreffion that this pa't'ent with that of
Mr. Corts, has made in - the kingdbm 'up~
on 11.1.en not wellinformed on the {ubject of n;:;tk:
ing iron, has done the tgad_é a réal .i-njur\y b
publications and puffs that have for fome Z;.mi
paft and continue daily to méke- thé.ir\ éfppeé»r.
ance in _d.iﬁfeljent, fthapes, which tend to miflead
even thofe in the trade.—What then muft be

the opiniqi@'of_admiz;'i_{’;l%afioii ?

o You fay _Si;j'.Luciﬂu‘s_:ﬁétqs» the prlce of'fome

coals to be only 2s. 6d. per ton. Thofe . that
are ufed for making iron in Shropfhire, o far
as has come to my knov'vledge,‘ do "ngt upon
an average coft lefs than double that fum:

It is true fome coals for the ufe of the coun-

- try have been, and are now fold at certain

works. ‘;fof,:'z_'s; 6d. per ton, at the Pit Bank—
bl}t this arifes from a local oppofition in the
Za'nd fale ; and while it lafts muft be fupporte:i
v‘{xth a confiderable lofs, to the cb‘ntending pat-
tles'.‘ Thefe are particular circumftances from
which a man may advance a fa&, but by with-
hqlding the whole truth may greatly. miflead

the

U
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fﬁthe public. - 1 doubt not ‘but that Sit Lucius
“has been 1mpofed on, by fuch partlal and 111-‘ .
-founded reprefentatlons | o

T am one of thofe ‘that are of opmxon, th at

R the true lntereﬂs of the manufaétuxers of'1

- in anland will be the beft promoted by - evc ry
o cncumf’tance that tends to enlarge and encou-
rage the works of thofe that are to make it in

this kmgdom, and’ that- whatever governn‘ent
or individuals may do, that will check the pre- -

fent attempts of the Englifh maker of iron,
. muft be conﬁdered as the a& of men not in

then‘ fen(es. \
‘1 fecond moft heartﬂy your patrxotxc foh-—-—-a

jVIt will bea proud day for this nation ‘when fhe

~can fay, we have one man  that can produce
10,000 tons of bar iron annually —If our mi-
A _me’ters act Wlfely this may be the cafe, but 1 do
L f not expe&: to hve long enough to fee xt |

I remain with perfe& eﬁeem, o k
Deaerr,.,;y - :
V Your mo{t obedlent Servant,

JOHN WILKINSON’

. FINTIS




