|

| SECOggEPART s
ARGUMENTA

AGAINST

,.EKCISE&

IIIIIIJH |

9
L

215-3

f".ANSWER to the OB]EchoNs

o gald to that Part of the SubJeC‘c whxchv -
- relates to the Power  and ‘Condué of
 the COMMISSIONERS andOFFICERS
OF EXCISE, AT SRTAES

‘I?lIIIJIII Ihyl”I"‘I’I|2II l[lllliﬁlhllllIﬁ!‘lillllallll l‘lﬁll‘!l‘ﬁl'l I“lllllﬁllllll

(

WITH

ﬁ{["Some REMAR xs on. the Pxefent Stafc

1 .;i-"f}”sy 'C‘A-rf;i;-va.’lAlNiviE’k:-;«;‘-pf G%@’sifzzn_; Efg;

’Tzs not 1n,~:Marmls to command Succefs, i

But We’ll do more, Sempxomus, We’ll defexvez A .
Ja ‘ Ry R CATo:’

L O N D O N :
- Punted by H Hames, at Mr FRANCKLIN s in Ruﬂelﬂ E
: _1 Stzeet, Cownt—Gczrden, in the Year MDCC xxxxu. .

[Pncc One thlhng]




51

THE s
DECOND PART

OF AN

 ARGUMENT

‘&GAINST

BoE X Cﬁ[S E S

,‘In ANSWER to the OB‘[EC‘I‘IONS of -

feveral Wnters, @c.

. HEN I ﬁr{’c cntexed upon thls Suba‘v
je&k of Egcifes, 1 ‘proceeded - only on -
~common Report and ‘the Intxmamons ’

gwen us oF fm/a @ Defign in a Court - Pamphlez,
‘pubh{hed laft Summer; as well as in the Speech of -
-ascertain hononrable Gentleman in the. Houfe of . Com=
-mons. T thought{uch Hints, firengthened by the
. general lecounfe of the Town, were {ufficient to
“juftify an Enquiry into 7his Method of Taxations

~ ~which I apprehended, and do fHill. applehend to be
of the moft dangerous: Confequence to the Intereft -
of Trade, as Well as the Lzéerz‘zes of the whole N a-

" tion.’ o

1 was However in hopes that th» bonoumble Cm-= -

- ﬂeman would have been induced to. drop his De~
~fign, upon mature Deliberation 3 .and therefore I
‘sfpokc w:th fome Dxﬂidence\, concemmo the Exes

Az cution




cution of it.. But the Seafonablencfs of fuch an
Enquiry at the very Junéture, when I commenced
it, hath been amply evinced by  the Courfe of the
Debate and other Circumftances of the {trongeft

winifterial Writers have dared to difown: the Exi-

*They have {pared no Pains to perfuade us that We

the vigorous Refolutions of the Merchants of Low-

 donand other great trading ‘Towns in England are
- fifficiént to convinceevery reafonable Man that the

ties are mot apt to take Alarms without - fome
’ Grounds; nor.can any Minifter, of common Senfe,.
be pleafed to fee the Metropolis of the Kingdom, as
well as the Nation in general, inflamed to {uch a

~ fumption to believe that our pre/ens Projettor would
“immediately endeavour toafluagethefeHeats amongft

“fo powerful andwealthy a Body of Men,by givingThem

- ~had laid it afide, if That were really the Cafe. = In-
- ftead of This; He hath confirmed their Apprehen-
~fions, and furnifhed Them with frefh R ealons for

“ invigorating their Proceedings, not only by with-
~holding any fuch’ Affurances Himfelf, but by fuffer-

i Favourof Excifes: = -

~ “Matter by‘declining the Word itfelf, as much as

on to ‘explain their Meaning, They have been ei-

ftence of 'fuch a Project, inplain Ferms, though

need not beunderany Appréhenfions aboutit. But |

Defign ftill fubfifts. Such wife and cautions Socie-

" "Degrees and therefore We have the ftrongeft Pre-

‘ fome Affurances that He had no fuch Defigns or

“ing his Advocates-to exert all their little Abilities,
- ""“They have beenfo mo'def"c,‘indeéd;és'to'rﬁﬁiéé thc '
- poffible; and giving their  Scheme thefofter Name

* of an Alteration in the Manner of collecting the pub=
“Tick “Revennes s but when They have been called up=-

Nature ; for it is very Tterarkable that none of the -

I forefaw very
~that T fhould be annoyed in my Journey by a

-or their prefent Silence on this Head. . ..
" ..~ The Advocates for Excifes having chofc
. their chief Affaultin the Daily Conrant, 1 thall now
~ confider the moft material of their Arguments, ac-
~_cording tomy late Promife, without.concealingsor
~ willingly evading the Force of Them, in any one - -
CParticular. o s
. There are feveral Writers, wWho. have, appeared
againft me in this Paper; or, at leaft, have diftin-
* guithed: Themfelves by different ‘Names. — The
" Reader will now excufe me, if 1 {top a_Moment,
~and take fome fmall Norice of Them, betore I pro-
- ceed to the Subftance of the Argument. ..
. One of Them figns Himfelf Meanwell, and feems
~+'to befuch an harmlefs Goode fortof a Man, though
" a little tefty, that it would be cruel to rufle his

- [s] |
thefé Gentlemien may have of their own Addrefs, the
People .of England are notyet become fuch Bubbles,

asto be decoyed intoa Snare, with their Eyes broad =
“open, under-the moft plaufible Pretences of Eafe -

and Advantage.- . i o n
plainly, at my firft ferting ‘out, -

Mob of Billing(gate Stribblers, who arcalwaysready
to-throw Dirt, when They cando nothing elfe; buc

~ 1 made my Way through Them with great Con-
~terapt, and could not help {miling at their impotent
. Fury,as Ipafledalong. . oo o

L was;:indeed, fomewhat. f'ux',prifzéd{ndti-jfo find

_ either: Mir. Osborne, ‘or Mr. Walfingham; amongft -
 -the Number of my" Adverfaries ; buc fince They
~have thought fit to-decline the Conteft, (though
~ the latter hath done it, with a very extraordinary .
- Air)-L- will not be fo ungenerous as to infult Them

with any farcher Remarks on their former ‘Wiritings,

ntomake

~ther'ftruck dumb, or -obliged to confefs that it a- i ~ Difpofition with any fartherRemark. = ...« -
- mounted to the fame Thing 3 but whatever Opinion B AR AR e
nE
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i ‘Jﬂéiéé? is pleaftd to fubfcribe his Lucui)mti"qng'
with the Name of * 7. Znglift; though, by his
‘blundering Conceflions, I {hould take Him to ‘be of

a - neighbouring - Kingdom 3 for He very fiankly
- and fillily admits, #bazif ageneral Excife awas 20 be
Luid, and levied by arbitrary azd infolent Excifemen;

[upported b a.fanding Army s if the Repofe of Fi-
.g'flz:e s was to be difturbed a1 all Hours of ‘theNight;

and the Officers guartered. upon the Traders's there

would be Foundation.enongh for Comiplaint. =

" This Mang 1fay; cannot furely, have lived long in
a England, or He muft have an Head very Qdd_ly_ trn-
ey to ke fuch @ Acknowlédgment, in
the ‘prefent Argument 5 fince This is .the very  §
- Cafe of Excifes; This is the Thing; which gives:
~us fo much Alarm ; and lays the Z¥aders underfuch

teriible Apprehenfions, i

. As Carusis only an hard: Laiin ‘Woord for deas
Yoy, 1 am inclined to believe that #his Writer-is
* the fame with -the Gentlerman before mentioned, uns
der another Name; for both his Style.and his Mag-.
‘ner of Reafoning feem' to have a_good deal of the
 fame HiternionCaft. -~ . - o000

Them afunder.  He firftlays it down as a Maxim

 that a Parliament cannotbe znfluenced, or corrupteds
- and then concludes that #o Zaxes can be grievaus,
“or unjuft, which are impofed on the People, with -
the Confent of their own Roprefentatives ; forwhich
Reafon Hetells us, in another Paper, 11 _f/_aqt rais

K See the ,Co'u:.‘ant, Otte zf,' "',
- % Courant, Des, Y2. :

0 FGownant, Dee, 19

red

- He undertakes, in the firft Place 5 £0 unravelall
. shofe Knots and Perplexitics, awhich Caleb bath, for.
many Weeks together, been kuitting, with. indefatiga-
“ble Toil.— But how docs He unravel thefe Knots ?
~ why, juft in the old Alexandrine Way 5 He cuts

el

fing Money' ought 10 be [poke of no ?zki/.zvei’e,vv b@”bié it is

-mentioned in the Houfe of Commons ; and if They

| acqudcfie in any Propofals of that Kind, there remain
- poneelfey to whom the Propofers are to account. .

e In the fame Paper he is pleafed to acquaint us. |
#hat the Advocates of the prefent Miniftry do not
“avrite for' a Subfiffence. . ¥ am glad to hear it with

~ all my Meart ; for 'if That were the Cafe, Iam

| afraid They would foon come to want Bread ; at

leatt, under any orher Patrons, “But every Body.

~ knows'thefe Writers to be Gentlemen of diftinguiff-

ed Birthy Fortune and Education, who enter Volun- -

§ tecrsin the Service, and fcorn to be concerned ‘in

the Property of 4 News-Paper 3 or to receive week-
ly Wages. froma Printer; or quarterly- Penfions

- from the Tre———y. It {eems,indeed, alictle dif-

‘honourable, and far béneath Perfons of {uch an ele-

 wated Rank, 1o twit poor Fog -and D’ Anvers in the

Teeth with their inferior Circamflances, and fec

Them forth to the World as a Couple of Parifp-

Authorsy who write Libels for Broady and are.of no

- other Importance than vghht depends on the Salé,Of :

B their Two-penny Fournals. Thisalas ! is too true; for

| ted of writing from any diercenaryy or furdid Mo- .
tives. — This; 1 fay, is an hard Cale upon us ; bur
~Fog and T mutt bear it as well as Wecan, In

neither Fog nor 1 haye given our felvesany big Airs,
as. private Men, but have often acknowledged our-

“Aelves the Servants of the Publick, and never pre-"
tended ‘to any Regard from it, but what refulted
“from the'Force of our Arguments, and the- Weight
- of the Mitter in Hand. - It is therefore cruel to

the laft Dégree, to take fiych Advantages againt us,

‘and ‘reproach - us with our low Condition ‘efpe~
 cially fince We have no Opportunity of retorting
~-any Part of the Charge upon our 'Adverfaries. —

“They are known to be Gentlemen' of eminent Di-.

flinttion, as . well as Abilitiesy who cannot be fufpec~ -
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 In the very * next Pap

" mercifally fevere uponus. ~He calls us fallen dn-

gelsy impertinent little Fellows, - Catilines, Jacobites,

the very Heart of ‘the Conflitution it [elf . with ‘o=

~ther polite Appellations of the fame Kind, which

he accumulates “one 'upon another, ~’till he hath

" quite run’ himfelf out ‘of Breath. - Nay, he even
- éndeavours to rob us - of  that poor Subfiftence, for

 which We are obliged to awrire Libels, by friking
" at the Craft itfelf's -for looking upon the Liberty of ~§ batked for the #74ff-ludics, to take Poffeffion of 2. R
SIS REE DL Me 2 aasesy L : jonof a
Placey which he hith fo- well deferved “of -:-tbi:i '

the Prefs as o moft invaluable Bleffing, and. what
“ought cver o be preferved,” he thinks it abfolutely
 neceflaiy to-CLog it with an Excife upon all fedi-
" tious Fournals, News-Papers and Pamphlets. — Alas!
God knows, the Prefs is’ already clogg’d with ‘a

‘double Excifes for We not only pay a Duty upon

Paper, - but- another yery heavy one for Stamps;

~ by the laft of which We are p;vljibkéd; under fe- -
vere Penalties, from difpofing of any of our Com-

“modities,  without an: Imprimatur from the Coms
i ffloners: of the Stamp-Office, who are properly our
Licenfersy as well as, Fudges in. this Cafe; and -our -

Two-penny Foirnals are yeduced to the narrow
‘Compafs of balf a Sheets fo. that We are obliged
o fight, as Mift once complained, like Widdring-
ton on oir Stumps. Thus, we fee, the . Govern-
swont bath already made itfelf & Gainer by Sedition,

- .according to this Scheme, and extratied fome Benes

fit even fromDifaffe&tion ifelf. 1 muft likewife
~pat the:illuftrious Caras in Mind that ‘this excellent.
" Regulation of the Prefs was proje€ted by his bonout-

‘He mentions, of putting a Clog’ upon it. - Butit

~-is not-at all ‘furprizing that thefe G@”ﬂ_@??”ﬂlﬁ??‘l‘d

% Cowrant, December 20th, - ° T

er he is fill more ugs f OF 'Bpornt thar the Lrefs s

. , i |- the Clog of an Excife; fince their Works are haps
| 'E Plb} -exempted -f'r.ong' it; and they have the Pleafurs’ .
“Traitors,  Firebrands of - Difiord,  Trumpeters of | 1 ce them publifh'd and hawl’d about the Couns'
- Sedition, Revilers of Power,’ and Canker-Worms in  § - Oﬁcér': of State:.-
| This Projet,for loa

be ignorint that the” Prefs is already p‘ut vinder

try, unflampt, ‘dnd ‘,‘_D’z:tyfm; by Minifters and

og, s (o ran ding the Profi with a new
Clog, is fo'miuich of a Piece with a *: Jzze 4-won‘e/:;;

| Aetempt to xevive the Pradtice of the Star-Cham-.
' 567‘ agamﬁ:,; LZ&@Z]@VS,thatlt .18 Vél‘y-*natm‘al to

think ’,the"y""came ~from the /fame excellent Hand 3: N
and as I am aflured that the reputed Authorisnow emi-

Nation, 1 fuppofe he defigned the prefent Sibime =
J0%, 1 IUpPpOIL it d the prefens Scheme

as his_farewel Gift, or laf Legacy to ‘{he‘ Putliok:
-~ I heartily' with him a good Voyage; and can~

- not help condoling " with his ‘Pasron, on the Lofs:
of /o valuable an Advarates but he hath the'Pl::: =

fure to reflect that although the publick Service.
reflect that- ugh the publick Service.

of our fouthern Colonies made it neceflary to thip.
off one eminent. Lawyer s another hath - been - lately
imported from one of our’ northern Colonies, who'

I now.. come to the anonymous Writer: in the
Same Paper, -who followed me clofe at the Hecls.
every Saturdayy and entered into a more. paftic‘u-f‘{
lar Exxarnination of the Argument agaioft Excifes.

- This Gentleman_prétends to reafon, as well as rails: | .
| and therefore deferves ‘a little more -Regard than

his Brother Writers ; though - I will undertake to.
prove, before I have done, that he hath fot been-
able to take off the Force of any. one material:

4ble: Pasron, with the fame honeft Defign, which § Objection againtt Excifes. - - |
* See the Dolrine - of ‘Libels - d‘i’fcufféc:{-‘ ;ﬁa;e,@; '.
: mm’ed, (9,5, : s v B . LT e o .‘




I think T have fully proved, in tay Arguments
* that - the Colle&ion  of -Subfidiesy or Taxes,- by .

Offcors of the Cuftoms,’ is more for the Bafe of the |
People than by Officers of Excife. By oney the -

Trader is intirely . Mafter of his Goods: from the

" Moment he hath paid the Cuftoms and.landed his. |
Guods 5 whiereas by the ozhers though® he hath paid -

_ the Excife, an-Ofhcer is- at Liberty: to comé into:
his Houfe; or Warehoufe, avall Hours.. - ©.
. Tt hath not been deniedy: it cannot be denied,
that - Ewcifes put -the Trader under a now fer of
. Laws, unknown to our ancient Conflitution,. and
" deprive Him'of thdt ineftimable Privilege, to which.
he is {o juftly intitled by Magna: Chartdy and of

which he ought to be inflexibly - tenacious;. & |

Irial by Faries: . ‘

Tt is therefore very. candid in the® Lez~

tor-Writery: [o. readily - to acknowledge all the fine. |
Things I have - Jaid of his. invaluable = Bulwark-
of the Britifly Laberty 7o be true 5 and if iz bath

been” found by frequent Experience 1o . be “equally

true, as He afferts, #hat this - Metbod . of Twialis,

in many Infiancesy liable to Eaxceptionsy He will not.

furely contend that This is a Reéafon for taking it

away,- when He hath  admitted that it [creens

the Small from the Oppreffion of -the Great, did the'
‘Sub;e& from the unjuft Refensment of_the Princey or.
#he " Violeticeof bis Minifters; —=— But by whom:
are thefe Objeétions: to fiuch Trials. ftavted? why
by one, who' pleads openly for granting. new Pow-
‘efs to the Prince, or his Miniflery -and therefore.
may be jutly fufpeéted of being - more in the In<.
tereft of the Crown than. the People. I have read

Volumes upon. Volumes, in behalf of this glorioss:

Privilege; but the Letier-Writer is the firt Author

* within ‘the Compafs- of -my - Rieading, Who‘ ‘hath

* Courant, November 13-

profets |

R i

| profefledly’ employed his Pen to depreciate - it.
‘Nay, I believe I miay venture to"defy Him, or his
Patron, to produce one Treatile on the ZEnglifh
Conflitution, in which shis-Merhod- of Twial is not
~highly extolled, as the great Security and Excel~
Jence - of .it, without any -particular Exceptions.
“Lhisis that Jacred Mound, whichwas raifed’by our
_Anceftors to{ecure the Liberty and Property of -
every Briton, ' in ‘his private Capacity, againft the
Invafions of tyrannical Governors; -as Parlia-
"ments were inftitated  to guard our publick Liber-
| wies, confidered as-d Society, or aggregate Body.
| "By one, We cannot ‘be legally” punithed, either
‘in- our - Perfons, -or-our Pockets, without a fasr
Trial, and the Perdiét of our Countrymen. = By the
other, Wee are not obliged -to pay any Tawes but
fuch as are authorized by -the Santtion of our owis
Deputies; and in both thefe together confifts the
| wery Effence -of our Conftitutions, as a free
: -1 ‘am ready to:grant that there-are fome Laws
“wow in Forcey befides Thofe relating to the Exciles,
“avhich impower Thole, who havethe Adminiftration of
Faflice - delepated to Them, to proceed againft various
Kinds of Offenders in o fummary Way, without &
‘Frial by Juries. — But to -whatCafes do zhefe
| Laws extend? Only to fuch as relate to# agabonds, '
| Hedge-Stealers and other diforderly Perfons, who are
“known to'live by pilfering, or- can give no Account
‘of Themfelves. Nay,evenThefehavethe Liberty,in
~ amoft Cafes, ‘of appealing to-a Quarter Seffions or,
“if They ‘will not abide the Judgment there, to
I ‘remove ' the Caule by Certiorari to Weftminfler=
| ‘Hall; but is this Cafe in-any Degree parallel tg - .
the Power and Proceedings of the Gommniiffioners of "
- “Excife, from whom there is no Appeal bt to in=
ferior- Commi/fioners, notonly equally dependent oy

e




‘the Crown or Minifter, but even too much under

the Influence and Diretion of the other fuperiar
Commiffioners 2. Befides, the Fines, which Faftices

 of tbe Peace are-allowed to levy, are generally fo

{fma]l and trifling, that they hardly delerve men-
tioning, and for Crimes of a very different Na~
ture from Thofe at  prefent in Difpute; whereas.
the  Commiffioners of Excifé havea Power of fining

Y

as may prove their Ruyin.

- Men to fuch a Degree, even for ® petty Offences,

ignorant that the Powers, - delegated to Fuffices of -

- #he Peace, are, inalmoft every Inftance, fubjeét to |

the Cognizance and Controul of the Courts in

. Weftminfler s if the Parties condemned think Them-

felves aggrieved,
for Relief, = -

and are advifed ‘to apply there
. It is true, 'indced,i, th’aﬁ the | Ea‘xfl_i.amlent hzi,th‘-

- thought fir, in many Cafes, to give thefe Gen-

#lemen larger Powers, within . an hundred Years
patt, than They ever had before; which it is not
my Bufinéfsto condemn 5 though I have heard a-
Gentleman of the Law oblerve that it was giving.

- How ridiculous therefore is this Manner of = |
- Reafoning, when. the Lefter-H7iter could not be

Nt

. and Fresdoms of the Poople, with Regard to- their
Perlons aud their Properties, were ever Jo extenfive,

or fo well guarded or protetted againft any Incroach=

~ ments from the Crown inany Age, fince the firft Foun=

dation of the Britith Monarchy, as They are at pre-
fenc,
.- I really wifh the Gentleman had not appealed to

e, uponthis Occafion 5 for I am forry to fay that

I cannot give Him any Anfwer to his Satisfaétions

though I'think myfelf very cool, very difpaffionate, .

and far from falling into any Convulfions. .

- He could not furely be unacquainted  with my

- Opinion, concerning the Powers affumed by Secre~

2aries and Meffengers of State; as well asthe Method
of profecating Writersy by INFORMATIONS and
SPECIAL JURIES, ffrack by an Officer of the

- Crowx; which IThave intimated, as plainly as T

#p our Conflitution by Piece-mealy but 1 think the - |

Grant _of fuch extragrdinany Powers cannot be cen-
fured in ftronger Terms than the' Letter-writer
~hath done, when He fays, with a very unbecoming
Sneer, that if thisgreat Jewel of Liberty bath been

~ ¢ffablifbed and confirmed by the Legiflative Power |
- mear threefcore Times  fince the Norman Congueff,

as I had obferved, iz may with equal Truth be af-

" firmedythat the fame Power bath, within little more

ghan g Century only, thought fit to difpenfe with it

~gbove three Times as often.

,‘QWN"E};BE;R;ENCE,, whether the Rights
- oot : e and

He is_then pleafed to appeal to. e, J%m my

could with Decency -and Safety,  to be a littie in-
confiftent with Magna Charts and the common
Privileges of Englifpmen. - It is fomewhat furpri~
zing, Ifay, that the Lester-writer thould be igno-

| rant of my Sentiments on thefe Headss fincel have

already publithed fgveral Papers upon them,  and
have fome more ftill behind, which thé Publick
may expect to fee, upon-a proper- Occafion.

- We have not; indeed, lately had any Inftances of”

cruel Whippings, Brandings, flitting of Nofes, or cut~

zing off Ears, for what is commonly called Libelling 3
Such Punifbments being now declared illegal 5 but

as far as the pre/ens Laws could poffibly extend, T
do not think- myfelf obliged to acknowledge any
Favour;  and when 1 review the State Traéts of
Sformer Reignsy compared with Thefe of late Years,

- I am furprized at the noble Boldnefs of my Coun-

[ - trymen, in attacking the Meafures of Miniffers, and
~even the perfonal Charalers and Conduét of the
Prince, ox the immediate Suceelfor to the Throne, at -

a Time,
. !\ e g
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@ Tamc, when there was 10 Fi’eea'om of tbe Pfeﬁ i
 and -before the Liberties of the People were eﬁabh-v |
+hed by any le/s of Rzg/azts, or Lzmzmz‘zms of tloe

-Erofwn. Lo

| thought thus much neccﬁ'ary, by W ay of Dx— A S
glcﬂion, to thew the Letter-writer’s want of Judg- ’

‘ment, in appealing to #ie, upon this Occafion. —
Liet-us now pxoceed to fome othc1 Palts of' thc
famc Paper. '

v ds otrue that the ancient qus of this ngu v,
dom have always had a. particular ‘Regard for - |.
the Revenuos of the Crown, and allowedfhorter Me- - |
" thods - of Proceeding ‘than private Perfons are per- | = -
‘mitted totake with their Debtors. Our wife Ans
ceftors were induced to'make this: Diftinétion in

sthe Laws,; becaufe They efteemed the Revenites of

ithe Crown -to’befet apart for the general Benefit, | BRI

Security: and ‘ Prote¢tion ‘of the awhole” People.

‘They looked on the Princeas. sheir-common Father ;

«to -whom they might alwqys ﬂy for Redrefs from | -

Injuftice - and. Oppxeﬁion It was conftantdy |

~ mnderftood by {Them * that the Revenues of the | .o
_-%Grozzm were in their own Nature appmpuated to .. .

the publick Service, and.could not’ without “Vio-

lence be diverted, or antlcipatcd to any other Pui-
;poles ;. nor, mdced “was it evei-pretended by the
- Conrtiers, ill sthe Acceflion of King Fames the
. Firft, that thefe Revenueswevea private Patviisony,
. -and defigned only for Domeftick Ules, or to be dif-
;pofed of at the:Pleafure of the Prince.. But though-
the Grows is not obliged to go through 4ll the g7~
';dmary Torms. and. Proceffes of Law, yeticer mmly it

.1ssn0t at leﬁn 'ty to all coutrary t0 Law 5 nor can
~the ng, any ‘more’ than a ‘Subjeét, feize on’ any

' Man’s "Eftate, whether the Debt arife by Bond ox

~atherwife, "till a Faury of twelve Men, legally ims

panucld “have found by Pxoof on- Qath, that the
_ cha :
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e Tunc, when there was 1o Freedom of the Pfe/fv,';;
~ .and ‘bofore the Liberties of the People were eftabli- |
+hed by any le/s of Rngz‘s, or Lzmzmz‘zam 0f tbe s
Crown, .

. dom have always had a- patticular ‘Regard for - |

' the. ‘Revenues of the Crown, and allowed fhorter Me- | *

" «thods - of Proceeding than private Perfom are per< |

‘mitted totake with their Debtors. Our wife'An-

ceftors were induced to'make this: Diftinétion in |-

sthe L.aws, becaufe They efteemed the ‘Revenites of |~ .~ -
the .Crown to'be fet apart for the general Benefit, | .1~

~-to -whom they might alw: ays - ﬂy for Redrefs from = SRS
Injuttice - and Oppxeﬂion It was conftantly |

~‘Crown were in their -own Nature applopuatcd to .
- the publick Service, and.could mot” without Vio-

pofes 5 nor, mdced “was it-evei-pretended by’ the
- Conrticrsy 4l ‘the Acceflion of King Fames the

", and defigned only for Domeflick Ules, or to be dif- -

| “whe Grown i is ot obliged to go through all the g7~

watherwife, "till a Fary of twelve Men, legally im-

[14]

1 thought t:hus much neccﬁ'ary, by W ay of Dl— :
gtcﬂ' o, to {hew the Lester-writer’s want of Judg- - |
anent, in appealing to #e, upon this Occafion.—
et us now . pxocccd to fome other Pa1ts of' the
fame “Paper. .o

- It is true’ that the ancient L'wvs of tlus ng» :

Security - and - Protection :of the whole” Peoople.
They looked on the Princeas their-conmon Father;

underfloed by {Them = that the Revenues of the
lence be diver ted, or antlcipatcd to any-other Pui-

Firft, that thefe Revenueswerea private Patrviziony,
«pofed-of at the Pleafure of the Prince.. But though

*dmary Forms and. Proceffes of Law, yet: ccrmmly it -
~.1s:not at Liberty to aéll conrrary to Law ;5 fior can

~the ng, any ‘more’ than a ‘Subjeét, felze on: anyg
' Man?s “Eftate, whether the Debt arife by ‘Boxd ar -

pamxeld have found by PIOOE on Qath, that the
R ? chm
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Debt is :rcaHy. due to the Crown-, aﬁdi‘n’wﬁaf Sum. "

Nay, even after This the Perfon: hatly a Remedyy
“if He thinks himf{elf aggrieved, by bringing his Billy
ot Action,. againft the - Crown s and many Inftan-

«ces may be produced of Cafes, - where thefe: Des

‘mandshave notbeen allowed ini%ﬁ'wnﬁéﬂ-HﬁlL s

. If Thisis a true Stdte of the Cale, I was not.

mifinformed, .when I. faid that in all’ other Cafery
except the Excife, the Difpure. betweerns the Crows
and the Subjelt isleft.20 the Determim’z’ioﬂ"0f%;f7‘wj7; i

- TheLetter-writer is Him{elf mifinformed, ‘When He

fays that #¢ is far otherwife ahd~H’€?mig"h’t?havéfp‘aé 2
red Himfglf the Trouble of that fine-fpun Conis

 ment on the Genius of the Laws:of England, as He

‘terms. ity which- bath always. - watibed. “with” pecu=

liar and diftinguifbing Marks of Care and Fatour

over the royal Revenues s for though it may be true,

that it awonld be. nesther ‘decent nor prident for the
SovereignPower,. where-ever it is lodgedy to hawve ity
ditention taken off from thy Congerns of #he LPblick;,

by perpetnal Contefls, and Embarvaffments: aoith irs

own Subjeéls; Fhat'is,according to my formerObs.

Aervation, when the Prine is confidered in khis: pups

lick Capacityy as the Adniinifivator of Government's
yet I edn fee n6 Realon:why He thould bé exemipt.
ed, in his privase Charattery from  the fame * djjz.

lory .and expenfive Methods, which are prefiribed by

 the Rules of Weftmintter-Hall, in the ordinary Syits
| between Subjet. and Subjey. - . Lo T

This Diferimination cannotbe thoughtunreafons
able, .when it is confidered' that the ‘Legiflature

tfelf thoughe. fit, ar the- Revolution, to make- the

fame -Diftinétion between the publick Revennes of

the Nation and the private. Expences of the Princey.
Y appropriating a particularSum,:un‘dcr?the-Na"me‘ o

of the siwil Lift, which hath fince-been very gmply

L ® Couwrant, Novizg, - - e




, L[]
increafed, for the Maintainance of the royal ,,.Hg;{.
}Zoclii, ané the Supportof the Honour and ~D‘zgn.zry i
the Crown. . . . . D
- 6)I havedwelt the longer tipon this Head, becaufe the
Lettor-Writer hath._made it the ‘Subject of - two
" whele  Papers, and talk’d. of - Prerogative 1 a

much_higher Strain than I think becomesa good  §

Englifbman {ince that mierhorable Ara, when our

Liberties received —a new Confirmation; but as -

r. * Osborne hath thought fit to recqmrpend t,h‘f
gﬁbwﬂo of Prerogative to my Care,. I ;v:[hall_t\gk.c i
“proper Opportunity of examining .that.AEalr, and
{etting it in as clear a Light as I am able. .
The . Letter-Writer charges me with beingas
' smuch miftaken in my next Aflertion s where. I aﬁz-m{?
that in all Difputes between the Crown and the Sub-,
je&, in Cafes relating fo the Cuftons, the Merits of
the Caufe are left to the Decifion of the Law, ac-f
cording t0. ancient . Ufage, in. the ordinary Courts o
Juttice. Now it unfortunately bappensylays He, that
the Faft is quite otherwifes . and to prove thxs,‘ He
" inftances he-:Statute of the 6th Year of. the ‘lats
King, empowering Juftices of ghe,Pcacc to condemit
run and unaccuftom’d Goods in_the. fame (umm}::ry_.
Way, without the Concarrence of a Jury, - He then
exults- in . the following Stramn. [ coz,tld wifh, 1z-=_
deed, that unlucky Law bad boen repeal’d, before }_t;: he
Gentleman bad engaged bis Pen in the prefent Ln-
ééz'iy‘;ﬁmm/é, if not the Conftitution,’ yez al Imgi
oll ‘bis fine, claborate Arguments. have been fz -
werted by it 3 and all the ingenious. Objetlions, iA cg{
He hath raifed againft Exciles, will, ‘w_/adﬂ thét_
 continues in Force, be equally ftrong againfs Cuftoms,

- and in [ome, Refpect or. other affeit every . Branch of

the publick Revenes. — Would not any Body na
tarally - conclude fror ‘

% 5ee the London Journal, Nov. 18,1732«
"' . N , . 4 . ‘ )

~

lude from hence that this At was 4

Cufton |

¥ See the Argument :ﬁaga;'ri[’:fExéifcsé; piageis

oo Lmyoo
‘Caflom-bonfe Law, and the Execution of it. put ui-
der the Commiffioncrs of that Office? W hereas it
s an Excife Law, in the ftricteft Senfe, and parti-

cularly complain’d of as'fuch in * oie of my for~

‘mer Papers. - ‘The Letter-Writer therefore might
a3 well have mentioned the fathous. 7¢a-Aez; orany
other Excifé Liawy as an Inftance that thé Guffoms
_are liableto thefathe Objetions; which I'have made
~againft Excifes. - But This is' fuch a palpable . Eva-
fio and Fallasys (to give it the fofteft Name) as
any fair Reaforier would fcorn to make ufé of, and
can be calculated with no other Defign than That
of impofing on Thofe, who aré unacquairited with
fuch Affaiis, or may not give them(elves the Trouble |
of confulting A&s of Parliament, —~ - - .

-+ Let the Reader therefore determine whether the
Letter-Writer had any Reafon to triumiph in fuch
an‘extiaotdindry Madnér, as if he'had clinch’d the
Argumgnt at once; or rather ‘whether he ought
ot to-be afhamed of having Recoutfe to fo mean
and fcandalous an Expediene. o N
~l'am however ‘glad to find it adinitted by 7his
Geitleman - that a "Caxy whichy in our Conflitation,
15 #othing ssore than & voluntary Gontribution of the
People, to defray the Expences-of the Governent,
“oight 20 be levied without any Circumflances of Se-

- verity, or Rigour, - w— and that-the Crown, or
~ Perfons employed in the Collerion of ity - are - ac-

countable for every Shilling of it 1o the - Reprefen-
tatives of the Péople.— But 1 can by no means
agree with Hitm zhat an BExcife is the readigft, eafi-
o and cheapeft Metbod of  colleéting Taxes, as weld
Jor Thofe that are to pay, as Thefe that areto receive
thefe Contributions s or that the People ought ot to
puzzle  themfelves with idle and ufelefs  Enguiries,
whether or o the Method propofed “is conformable to

- the
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. the anciernit Way o[ gathering the. paélzck Refvmms
Tt certainly behoves a free People to regard the
 ancivnt Ways, ot Lond-marksy and whatever his
Writer may think, it is far from being perfectly in-
different to the fait and generous Trader, whether
He- pays Bxcifes, or. Cuftomss or thther He .is
- under the Laws of oney or the other; for herein eon-
fifts the Difference to -the Zrader, confidered only

in that Capacity - and though ' fome Perfons, who

want to increafe their Power, may defire to have
it believed that an Excife will affe® only a few
Aittley trickings clandefline Dealers s there are others,

~who can thew that it. will eftablifh - the iniquitous -
- Traffick of fuch-Men,. and be prejudxcnl only to

' the fmr and generous Trader,

It is acknowledged by us, and We have takcn
no {mall Pains to prove if; that all - Duties . muft
ultimately fall upon the * Conﬁzmer, and there-
fore We algued that- an Excife upon mported Com-
modities, ncceﬁ'ary and-convenient for - Life,.. -i

really a Tax upon the whole. PeopZe; but We obfelv- , ;

‘ed, at the fame Time, that it is -not only a Badge
‘of Slavery upon the Merchant and Tradery who

~think themfelves ‘Englifbmen and Freemen, as well

as their Fellow-Subjects; but is likewife a Clog
upon their Tradey and muft neceflarily reduce. it,
-as well as the: Revenues, by mhancmg the Przce of
.Cammodzz‘zes fo excifed: L
. It thereforebetrays the great Ignorance or. fome-
,thmg worfe, of the Letter-writer, both in the Theory
and Prattice of Zrade, whenHe argues that becaufe
. ‘the Weight of all: Zaxes centers at laft upon the
fVCo;zfumer, no Part of the Bur then can poﬂibl ¥ fall
upon the Dealer. It is reafonable to believe, and

- 'We know.it.by Expeuence, that the Dealeralways - |

" includes the Taxes, -as well as ozher exfmordmary
X Seethe Argument ag'unﬁ Excxfes, p §5s

E Charges

[19]

Charges occaﬁoned by Them, in the Price of his .
'Commodities 5 and therefore the Confumer, may be

juftly faid to pay them,in the laft Refort; burwill .

this Gentleman pretend to affert that Taxes bringno
Burthen, no Difficulty, or Lofs upon the Z7ader,
by taking the Money 1mmed1ately outof his Pocket,

| which He could otherwife employ to grear Ad-

vantage, and giving a Check to the Circulation of
his Trade 2 It is the "Plenty, or ‘Scarcity of any
Commodxty, in Proportion to its Vent and De-
mand, which muft always rule in thefe Cafes, and
by thch the Z7ader will make more or lefs Pro~
fit -in his Deahngs Al Things, fays Mr. Locée,‘
that avé bought and [old, vaife and fall their Price,
as there arve more Buyers,® or. Sellers. Wheve there
are a great many Sellers. to a few Buyers, there, ufe
what Art you willy the Thing tqbe [old willbe cheap.
Oun the other Side, mrn the Tablesy and raife up agreat
‘many Buyers for o few Sellersy amd the fame Thing
will zmmedmz‘ely grow dear. The Truth of this
Obfervation is demonftrated by EXpeuencc in al-
moﬁ all our. Dutxes upon Commodities 1n general '
~and. fully expofes. the Abfurdity of the Letzer-wri-
ter’s general Argument, that wharever temporary
Tnconveniency the Dealer may f[ufainy either by the.

~ Duty itfelf, or by the Method of colleéting it, the

Confumer éem's ‘the Burthen of it all at laff 5 and
that anBaxcile is fo far from carrying that Tervor and

Air of Albltraxy Power along with it, that on the
comtrary it is, in a thoufand [nﬂames, ‘undeniably

“true that the Trader reaps. confiderable Advantages
from.it, and knows how to levy the Duty upon his

- Cuttomers ith much greater Severity than the Of=.

ficer lewies it upon Him, and laughs in bis Sleeve, np
doubt, to find Himfelf mentioned, upon this dccozmz‘, in
‘,Z erms of fo much Rity aud Commzfemtzm e .
‘This is 2 moft extraordinary Way of Rea{omng, -
i gmd would equa,lly fexve to C]uf’ufy the Impoﬁnogg
°




otiginally disburfed for the Duty, with @ confideras
ble Preminm, as it is alledged, for prompt Payiment..

[201

of any Tczxé:‘m' Tmzle,'_nb r"n!a‘tten how high, ofir; -
~ what mannér colle&ed 5 but whatever 2bis W¥itery
or his' Patron, may think, 'fuch Methods of Pros -

ceeding, by laying gtievous Impofitions on T7ade,

have already deprived s of fome valuable Branches
of it They have been  a great Difcotragement to-
others; and, if purfued muchfarther, will be at--
tended with fuch a Diminution of our Jmportations
(the neceflary Confequence of leflening our Expor- -
24tions) as to occafion not only a great’ Decreafe of -
the publick Revenues, but Want of Employment for -
~ confiderable Numbers of our Traders, Manufac-'
turers and Artificers, as well as-for our Ships-and.

our Seamen. .

- If therefore it were really true that the Confumer
~ bore the whole Burthen of all Taxes laid ‘upon
- Commodities, whether They are: collefted -at the
" Excife-Officey or the Cuftom-Houfe; yet furely his
E4fe and Benefit, in the Manner of paying Them, -
“is not the only Point to be confulted, without having -
any Regard to the Tradér,though the Byyer may pay:

Him back every Farthing of the Money, which He

This feems to be a very odd Doétrine, in a #rading
Nation, -and muft no douybt be highly agreeable to
the' Mercantile Part of it © -+ %5 T T

" On the contrary, Welay it down -as a Maxim,
eternally truey that the greateft Regard ought to
be paid to' Merchants, who are the Springs‘and Life
~ of all our Foreign and Dowmeftick: Tradey by the -
“Stocks they employ-in ity and that all Difcourage--

ents, which - are laid upon Zhem, are {fo many

general.” ¢

~~ But.even a ‘toty,él‘; ConverﬁonoF ;, the ’Cdﬂbhs‘fiﬁta ‘
- Excifes, would ‘be fo far from being of any Eafe -
ot Benefis to'the- Confumer, (fuppofing his Intercft -

contrary Effect. Tt cannot be:any Eafé to the Con--
Jumer, to lie under the Neceflity of having a Pes-

mit’ for any Quantity of *Goods, which He may -

have Occafion to buy at one Time, beyond the
Quantity fised by B of Parliamenty or 1o have
his Houfe liable to the Infpection of Excif Oﬁgérk'

4t all 'Houss, if He fhould purchafe more than
Juch Quantity. - Nor can it be any Benefit, to PZ; ‘

dearer ‘than otherwife for what He may confume,

| and run’ the Hiazard of having his Goods feized.,

if fent without a Permit, or not delivered 'within

| the Timeallowedby it. .
| ' If there are feveral unanfwerable Obje@ions a."

gaintt Excifés, on other Aecounts, (as undoubtedly -
| there are) it“can be no fubftantial Argument in
theirFavour; though ## could be demonftrated, as the

Letter-ariteraflertsythat thofe Revenues, which ave yy-

dei the Care of the Commilfioners of Excife, areun-

derbestey Regulationsy” and are colleCled with much lofs

I gxpeﬂ;eft%an-ahybtb{r.‘f'wib’ate‘wr; aré]:mtihewbb[ede#gq ‘

....

| o paying andmaintaining this ftanding Army of Excife

Officers, arounts to'no more than barely Six-pence

|| #the Poind. * But itis well known that zbe/z Re-
| wenues - are not colle€ted “at lefs Expence than amy

other whatever, " "TWe Lawid-Tax, for Tn ftance; will

| produce more Money with lefs "Charge of Collec- -
tions and . I have béen informed, by Perfons con-

verfant in thefe Affairs, that a Shilling in the Pound

only is to be confidered) that it{WoUM ;ha\}e‘ a quite

will not’anfwer all the” Expences of colleCting and ﬁ

better fecuring the Diuties of Excife: * How aF
ter {e g the Duties of Excife. *However, it -

i ‘willy'bﬁqgme* enough for zbis Writer to compli»
nents, h - 14 upon 1267 o { mentthe Commiffioners” of that Office, at the Coft-of
Difcouragements to-the 7rade of the Nation in ~ } e Gy hen g A%

the: Commiffioners of “the’ Cafloms, when his Af-

i fertions, on this Head, fhall appear confirmed by
 F a&sl;]aid bgfo%e ﬂ’/aaﬁ;: ‘who hsxlf)e a Right ti enk .
ﬁmre into the Charges of cogle&ing and fecurin g ,

I the pdﬁz:qk Revenyes, - .




[ 22 ]
~ I have been pretty large in my Obfervations on.
#bis Paper, becaufeit contains the chief Subftance of -
*his Argument ; which He hath only fpunout inthe
fucceeding ones, and endegvoured to enforce with
wordy- Comments, of little Weight, when duly:
- confidered. T e L e e
" In-his next Letter ®, (to take them in Courfg)
He complains of prevailing Prejudices and popular.
" Opinionss and feems very uneafy. that I bave fecured
the Aitentiop and obtained the Approbation of the Pub-
- lick, &y falling iu with this favourite Humonr— 1
have taken fome curfory Notice of thefe Gomplaints

in T one of my former Papers, and {hall only add

‘that the publick Approbation of my. Writingsy - upon
giveupa Scheme,which appears to pe fo difagreeable
to the Inclinatigns of the whole Kingdom. = This -

this Subjeét,is a fufficient Reafon for a wife Man to

will be the only Way to deprive Meof” {0 popular.a

Topick s and 1 with to God that He may foondo it! .|
~— But I muft pyt his ddvocate in. Mind,that He §

feems to be a ligtle unhappy in bis Comparifon, up-
on this Occafion ; for it is not the Craftspan, but
* a miich more powerful Gentleman, who ¢omes armed in

Brafs, like the great GovLiaH, the Champion of |

the PRILYSTINES, and bids Defiance to the Hoft
" We are ready to admit, that human Wifdom bath

 wever yot been able to frame one [uch plainy fimpley ge- |

neral Syflemof Laws, as to comprehend all Cafes, Cir-

\cumfiances and Qccafions. “We likewife acknow- |

3

‘ledge, that thofe illuftrious Patriots, fwho make the |
moft fhining Figure in-the Britilh Adunals for - their |

~grear Abilities’ and unfhaken Integrity, bave al- |

ways been the moft: forward. 1o propofes and. the moft

zealous 10 [upport the making Changes and Alfera- |

tions in the Laws and Cuftoms of their Country— §
* Courant, Nov. 18, M I
% Ses the Argument; p. 39 . -

L L2313 . .
But with zbis- Writer’s Leave, the CJ ond A
terationsy Which thofe ‘Pdtriot; have Iibng‘ge;l f:é{-e/{ff
a different Nature from That, which He is con=
tending for at prefent.. They were calculated to
fecure the People from the Power and Influence of
the Crowns . not to ' give. additional Power. and In-
Sfuence. to0.4¢t. . They. were ;_.C/aa'nges’, and Ak

| ‘rations, _which They found neceflary to preferve

the:Conftitution free and uncorrupt s not.to put it.i
the Power-of the Prince, ot Minifler, to ﬁzéverl;
ity And. though zhis Gentleman rﬁay" be led by
Intereft o compare the Changes and Alterations,
mgdc by _tho_ft-_e illuftvions Patriots.in .'f'dfr'nc’“x",Tifthéér’
with the, Proje? now.in Agitation; there are F ew.
1 believe, {o:.weak, as to approve the’Corﬁpéﬁfdh" '
or .to look upon zhofe. Gentlemen, whom He céll;
with a Snear the Pazriots of our own Times, as a
defperate Set of Confpirators, who. hfééhngééd in
a-Defign of zearing up the Conflitution by the Ruots,

and fubvering the whole Order of Thingss becaufe

they have endeavoured to redrefs feveral Gri

and to. reform fome  Abufes, which have ¢ s
th‘}f‘%r}ncof Qﬁtf Go'vél;grxi’eh?b ‘(\:h hav; cropt into
- If 'This thould appear to be the Cafe, they. have
done their Duty s and the Nation, whofe ?r,]'tgfgg
_tl}cy have ‘cgnful‘ted,i‘ Williacknowl‘edgé their Ser-
vices; notwithftanding. the’ flanderous . Impurati-
ons, which the Letzer-Writer and his Affaciates
may endeavour to fix upon them.  'When Projeéts
are concerted and openly avow’d, for loading the
People with zew Exicifes, it is high Time for Them to
take Fire, and endeavour to defeat them. I don’t

know whom #bis- Gentleman may mean by Zhofe, |

whofé Duty it is t0-offer fuch Propofals to the Par-

liament. 1 hope- nobody will think.'it bis Duty -
to do it; ory at leaft, thav the Parliament will
. ,thmk it ;_t/ae'z:r_ Daty to reject it.  Butif He means

~ the
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 the Minifters, 1 muft beg Leave to put Him in
lﬁih%?}fg?';ﬁdﬁ Gentlemen have ' 00 Pﬁ}.tlyculaﬁr
Priv‘iléges‘ or Funétions, in the Hoyu@ of “60773?7‘1'0@{’
| They {na}: advife his Maje{’cyf to. hxecomgnhiti: g:rx
T?;ng,,t:v 3112 thh'ﬁ.cz:rgtio% of Parliament ; i",‘}"di if
' %he’y are Menbers;. may cndeavl?gr_ }?'ﬁlp})o’g} eu;
by Speaking dnd Voring; but They have no Pre-
. Eﬁ;iﬂiﬁiﬁcré above 6‘f{:_’e'r ‘Gemle‘fﬂ:ze'fg 5 not: ‘,ci\t}lghg
‘their Recommiendation I(l)] be deernd, [;2 aBZnﬁdaer;-
ner-  authoritative. . They. aré ‘to- be confider-
| 2?’011?; F_‘Ti"rf‘,";‘,;;‘; Plaze, a};,.il’ci‘f.dn_?; ‘1¢P#ﬁ€f°§‘?¥‘!8
fome purticular Body of the People and, in
" Conjun&ion with other M‘etﬂb@rs;-mgklgg aws
' ffo'.-'Jthe ‘Good of -the whole' Kingdom. =
Thisis the only Light, in which the ier:;%;”zf
) 23 u ht to beﬂlookei ku_p’or{l‘.lvnl ﬂ 'rz :
ZG -'C:\tod?gﬂtf?duggh. fome Gentlemen may be. mo_xé e ug
m}éc’i'i‘étélyl ‘concerned than others, that Supplies -be
' %Sa:;gfr’xé;nboth the owé and the ‘_o;loe’r,‘ rz:s Aﬁ’”é{ﬁ
e PR Lo : o e ‘ort‘oug”-‘-'-
of :Parliamenty not as Mzmﬂe(;‘., for though Ve
¢ bly fuppofe that They often-weigh fuck
I‘[l’lgzltr: aifgéat;hgi'r -o‘igni; Minds,  before They move
"Them in ﬁhé :
) “.“. ‘ : ow a”y - . 5 N N P . . EN .- .
‘{gltllle?iotth:z manner of raifing the Supplies it ‘his ot
Clofet, and therefore it requires no farther Conjz'
deyation—= But toproceed. oo 00
(ZQFZ?(Z is true 'thazfpihe Laws of Excqu lay ‘z‘l.ych’//Ig':rai-
der ander greater Hardfbips and Dzﬁim(z‘;g; thanT Toﬁz
velating to the Cuftomss  that They carty more Ter:
For, and are executed with more Rigonr s
ggélcl:oatg:g’; ¢ }thou‘gh the - Savings to tl\_(:_PllthI{g
in the Expence of collecting ‘t:he_R(‘:yenue-,g gxrzg d
Cay Ty X ...'-"7:'-",' | i
be as ;onﬁderable,’ as the ngtc}r Z/Ifizter wo lnely

‘.to call Them a few particular Peifons,

;

have us-Believe; for though He: is pleafed -
) - They are
-certainly the moft confiderable Body of Men'in-the
‘whole Kingdom; - and to be
“opprefféd, or - diftinguithed. with Badges. of -Slavery,
‘in this Manner." " As to his other Arguments about
-the géneral Benefits, which will accrue to the N a=

tion from #his Scheme, They are fo contraty to Reas
“fon, ‘Expérieace’ and

Demontftration, - that They
‘deferve moAnfwer. ; - v T

. “In the - Conclufion of th;sPaper,the Gem‘[g,,

| man recurs to his’ former Topick of Prevogative,
| -and dcquaints®us once more. that ‘there are other

| Gafes between the " Grown and the
| thole  of Excifesy
| Privilege of being

Subject; befides
where ‘the latter hath not the
j being tried by 'a Fury.: I have faid
enough-upon this Head already 5 but the Gentleman

:“ “having been at the T rouble of confulting his- Law-

Craifed to -anfwef -themy §

. yet 1'believe the Parliament §
H"’%ﬁ; totell Them that He hath §i ; ce in ) ,.
‘ | %4y immediately have Execution

i Lands and . Goods of  the Debtor, :
| without being obliged 0 go -through the ordinary Pros
| celles  of the Law; or 70 Submit his: Canfe to the

| wate Greditor, as well as the Crown,’

| Bookss- and ruminaging . up.an old Statate, which

Hefeemsto think very much to'the Purpofe 5 itmay
be thought unfairy perhapss to let it pafs -intirely
‘without Obfervation. . He tells us, 254¢ by the Stas
tute of "33 Hen. 8.;cap. 39, every Bond made to'the
King is in the Nature of a Statute. Staple,. - Now '@
Statute Staple; fays He, is an Iiffrument,” or Affus
rance in” Lawy by wertue  of awhich < 2he . Creditor
againft the Body,
upin Nowpayment, |

Detérmination of 4 Jury.— Bury- whatisall This o

| the prefent Purpole ? A’ Statute Staple is of the
I think, in | ‘
Traders ought not_to ‘be fubject-

fame Nature with what is commonlycalled a’ Bond

| and Fudgment'; by which Weall know. that a pria

' may proceed -
Debtorthinks
Trialy by con-..

Jelfing -

immediately ‘to Executiony and if the
ﬁt; to preclude Himfelf fz';)m alegal

therefore .ought not to be




fefling Fudgimesit, it is his own A, and-He cannct |
- blame the Law for it; bu
- pared to the Cafe of Excifesy where the Trader is
-deprived. of - thisPrivilege by - Compulfion, -and -
~without any woluntary Deed from Himfelf? -
. 'Fhe Lettér-writer vellsus farcher, that what We call
- @ dangerous. Innovation s as old as the Britith-Mo-
-narchy #felf 5 for by the common Law the King’s
.Debtor, ‘o Accomptant, was never ‘intitled to the
 Privilege of & Trial by a Jurys- but his Body, Lands
and Goodsmightyat the firft Inflancey be [wept away by
an. Fxecution, af the Suit of the Crown. . =
- As T formerly dedicated fome Part of my: Time
o the Stady of the Law, and have long had the
" Honour to be a Bencher of Gray’s-Inn, T could mot
_ tbe ignorant that the-Crows, in ancient Times, was
indulged with great Advantages over every Man, .
who was indebted to it * I have already pointed out
~ the Reafons, which-induced our Anceftorsto grant
“thefe Indulgences, ‘or ‘Prerogatives, to the Crown;
‘yet, even-in thofe Cafes, Tapprehendthat the Debt

* mutt be either acknowledged by ‘Boud; as I'ob-

ferved: before, ‘or: proved by a proper Inguifition 5 1

- that'isya Fury. But \ 4
‘a little-too gemeraly (which 1 cannot yet fee dny
‘Reafon to admit) and that there are ttill fome old

“Remnants ‘of Prerogative, which deprive the Sub- §

je& of #his Right in particular Cafes, relating to the
‘how can That ‘affect: the Matter in De- |

- Grown 4 “can ’
bate? Tt cannot be denied, I:am-fure, thatin the
 Laws of Cuffoms, properly fo - called, #his Right of

' Englifbmen hath been always preferved; andthere- g1
- fore ‘the Traders alt a-very wife Part, inendeavour-

ing to preferve Themfelves :from the Power of

another Set of Lawsy by which it will be takena- §

e -

but how can This be com~

'The Gentlenian proceeds, in his next Paper,” to
the -Confideration whethe,:r - Excifes are agfééagg' s
- with fuch Hardthips on the Dealers as I have te-
prefented 5 and 'begins with miftating the Sub- -
Atance of my- Argument in ‘both the -Articles,
which He undertakes to  confidet ; for -We find -
Him.fumming it up in thefe- Words 5 #bat all De- -
linguents ave to be- tricd. by Commiflioners,  appointed.
by the Crown, who MusT oF .CONSEQUENCE -
be very partial and fevere in all Canfés; that They are
2o fit. in Fudgment upon, in favour of the Reventic s -
and that no -Man is- admitted to bave o full Posier
~over bis own-Goods, >rirnL - HE BATH PAID:

THE Dury ror THEM. . 00 o

- This, .I fay, is' a-dire¢t Mifreprefentation of the .
‘State of my Argument, on ' foth Heads— 1 “thall’
-begin with that Part, which relates to the’Com-
miffloners. oo T
~».And here-it muft be obferved, that it-was the
—extraordinary, unlimited Power, grantéd to- the: Gom-
miffioners, rather. than the Exercifs ‘of it,* which. T
‘made the Subject- of my Complaint. - Ifaid,ﬂi'ndéeax ‘

that We cannot be furprized if Perfonsy invefted- with

fuch a”Power, under ftritt Injunctions-to make the

JImprovement of the Revenue zheir conftant S’mdy,‘

- and dependant on the Pleafure. of the Crown for the -

~Continuance of their Placesy [hould maNy TiMES:
as.if T} bey thought it-their D;dgb t0 be fevere ;;ééil;{ézii ?/5_:'
more Fines They lny upon the Subjest, the miore Mo-

-mey. They bring into. the King’s Coffers's” nor that bad
_M__e.n -may be tempted to make This the Tenure,.by -
which they bold their Places. This s the Subftance
of';my. Complaint, -on the firft drsicle s and T il
think it founded onirrefragableArguments ; but does
"This amount to {aging, #hat they MUsT 6 F CoN-
8EQUENGE be very partial and ﬁ'zierf"e"’iizf’f ALL

\ Cavusksy thas they St in. Fudgment upon in Favour

4 #he Revenurd — e muft furely be ' very dad
- D o Canfe

L] |
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/l : ' in need .of {u ot 1 and
: which. ftands in need ,of fuch partial and
i':c?/gz_\lolis; Reprefentations of an ddwg(ﬁ;ry-‘.s_ Ar—-

ument. - o '

. Indeed,: the

;"I,‘:et:ifk'—io}'ii:ei";,teils us that .this Part

“of the Objettion againft Excifes is foupded on my.owi-
: ggppoﬁﬂo]ﬂ, -without even attempting to-produce the =

leaft Evidence, of the. Rigourand Injuftice I complain: -

B \of,‘f'to;z Jupport this unfair and gtoumdl’efs Aﬂ?lﬁtion‘._ﬁ )
He. then .goes on, for a Page or two together, -

in his old exulting Strain ; whichis fo very remark-

~ able, that a.Quotation of fome Part of 1t will be:

T

“ment, ang; I dare fay will prove an'agt'ééz_xb-Lc :Dive1=.~'£ -

“fion to the Reader.” - -

%1 fancy, fays He, cvery
L]
X

Body will sgreewith
'Me jn. This,however They may d‘iﬁ‘?fﬁ"f’lth mein: - §
bthé;x.r Parts of this Difputes thatthe Gentleman, ~ §

¢ who underflands fo well to inforce and throw:

2
66
6

¢ would not have omitted mentioning; as Hehath..

¢ done, o much as one fingle Inflance, wherein the -

"‘“'.CW@WW‘WW{ ofEx(,Z/é have: b.ee‘ntguilt_yibf the.. §

8¢ Yeaft Partiality,. in* Prejudice of the Subjeft — '

“«. It»o"u_gh,‘t~;.thczqf01'e_.'z to be conclude'd,i by every - |
¢ reafonable Man, that there cannat be fo_ungl-onag 1
% Faft amonglt all thofe. various Controyerfiesy  §

€ which every Dayarife,andarebrought in Judgmene

% before thofe Gentlemen, to ground fuch a Com-: -}

& plaint upons; becaufe, if [uch @ Thing had ever: ‘ _ Broobswhich =

« g;?gzse%mw li):'—ci?gg;fﬁblfeito fo PPO%C that Hg. 1} think maybe joftly applicd to.otber Cafes of Séverity,

. “ f}iOuid.hb’t ule his utmoft Care and. Applxcatlon- i

% to inform Himflf fully of it; who, in all other. - |
$¢_Cafes, is fo extremely diligent. "and fmd‘uftm}us. i
¢ 1o Sift out every lizsle Error, or Mijftake, which'

¢ He imagines hath been committed in-any Branch:

$¢ of the Adminiftration, and applauds Himf(elf fo;

¥ marvelonfly on the Difcovery.— 1 will makenq:

‘ . Reflec: }

[ 2907

“ Reflections upon. the Difingenuity. of & ¥iter, .
¢ who pretends' to
“ Good in view; and who yet .can fit down, and
¢ wilfully, - and " confiderately, “and without even
¢ fo muchas common Report tojuftify- Him i ityen="
¢ deavour tothrow an Odium upon a great Num-i -
“ ber- of. Gentlemen of Fo ‘
“ fuch abjet T'6ols of Power, s tobe capable of
“.doing the 'moft flagrant " Aéts of Injuftice: =
- This -Gentleman is alwaysapt to found a Viétory,' -
before He hath got: - any “thare “of the Field 3 as it
moft - unluckily - happens at ;prefent; - for ‘can‘my’ -
Silence, on this Head, or not producing any parti--

| oular - Inflance of Hardfbips, 'to fupport my Com-=

| plaint; be thought a coriclufive Argument; thatthere
| is really #o fuch:Gafe'in Being, notwithftanding'his

fhreud ‘Remarks on m y:great Induftry ‘and Applica- - R

: | tion; in:other Cafes?. I confired - my felf, in that
Sy i d and Miohielt-CivenmBances. which K ' )
the.moft 1rivial and flighteft Gircumflances, which  §
| ,‘_h@k}ﬁf{; bis Avgument, in. the firongeft. Lights

Paper,.to general Topicks; and reafon’d upon the . o

| Danger ofextending fuch 4- Power any firther, as

| inconfiftent .with-the: Nature ‘of our Conflitution'y

- which-I-think evident beyond all ‘Difpute’ for: -

’ : yet-applied to any bad
| Ul canWe promifcourfelves, with any Affurance,
| that-it never-will ;' or'be pleafed to fee fuch'a Rod

{uppofing that it:was never

always hanging over-our Heads ? X with this Gen=~
tleman would -be

befides Life'and Death. For this Reafon; 1 coritents’

| e mylelf with arguing upon gereral Principles, and -
FhOugh‘t’tﬁty‘to;déclfne the invidious Task of eiter- o
|| 08 into Parsicularsy buc: fince the Letter-Writer -

hath been pleafed-to infift fo much’ upon'7his Head,

taa Proof of Difingenuity and delibetate Caltimmy, =~
T gaintt

have nothing but the publick: "

Fortune 'and Diftintion, as™

_ be pleafed to' remember the Exprefs .
| fion of -his Patron, ona certain memorable- Occa-. -
| fion, .relatirig to the AR M v'3 iz Heythat gives.
i thePoweRr-or BLooD; -gives BrLoopywhichI,

and to:firain 3 Point of - Tendernifs and” Gandour i,




o L3el
againft the Conviction of my own Mind; T am
obliged in Honour to juftify my felf; and if what
1.am going to: produce,  for that Purpofe, fhould
-happen to prove difagreeable-to the Gentlemen of the
Excife; they mufl thank their Advocare for it, -who
‘hdth made ‘it neceffary - to my own  Findication.
" 'The Letter-#riter. therefore muft give me Leave
“to ask Him, whether_ He never faw, . or “heard of
a certain Treatife; intitled, Remarks on the horrible
- Oppreffions, : Infolencesy and unjuftifiable - Partialities
of the. CoMM 1SSIONERS .OF EXCIsEj with
- fome hifiovical Gallegtions of . Matter of ‘Fatt.
.. If He fhould be.an utter Stranger vo. this Tral,
£as He feems to_be, by bis manner of -Reafoning)
3. .muft -acquaint. Him,  that it. was: printed
in.the Year 1706, and {uppofed to be written by

_',”th,é:.;Direé’c,iQh;;at,lca,{’f,_of that.worthy Magftrate,

Jomn FurLLER, Efgs oneof the laze, Sheriffs
7Tt contains, -according to its Title, {everalgriev-
~ous Charges of Partiality, ;

- againft the Commiffioners at that Time, in the Exe-
cution of  their Office s particularly with Relation

_to-the faid Mr. Fuller. and- Mr, Mackley, two emi-

ot AT A o

T ——n

Tufolence and Oppreffion, B

" nent Piftillers; who,-having been very adtive in §

folliciting and obtaining {ome Parliamentary Re-
gulations of the Bacifes. in oppofition to the Com-
aniffianers, though for the Benefit of the Revenue,
were vialently profecuted, upen falfe Accufations,
~ fas it is alledged) by the Jaid Commiffioners. . = .
. The . particular’ Circumftances of :both. their
.Cafes arerclated with. fuch Afperity of Expreffion,
“in the. Book, now ‘beforeme,: that I chufe to:o-
mitthems
Danghrer,. whofe
an Jafaymation,: recovered -Damages and Cofts of
 Suits from. the  Qfficers: employed . init;. and.gxda:

. e

and fhall only obfervethat Mr. Fuller’s §
Goods - had been -diftrained upon §

“MIF. Mackley; being charged with™ corrupting s
‘Officer, washonoutably aéquitted at the Oig%ﬁ ,g’:

* ‘where He was try’d upon an Indi¢tment, by Way

of Ignominys not being allow’d to remove the
ﬁau’fe; by,gegtiomﬁ; to a fuperior Courts’ S{,’ gxf gg
‘He' requefted * it of the Gommiffioners, in a very
’hutr}x‘ble Manner. - ommﬂoﬂers, In ‘a _ exy
- TPhe faﬁle"Charge dﬁPa;”z‘-z’aZz't S e
~Uhe fame ‘Charge of: Parsiality, - Infolence -
ported by. feveral other Inftances; at-the End of #his

- Book 5 which 1 fhall -likewife fubjoin, by ‘Way oi
X dppendix to thefe Papers, forJ-t'he"%In};'ormzZié?ii

and Curiofity of the Publick. = T cannot, " in<
id.ced,‘ ‘take ‘upon miy felf to vouch for "it‘héfF"I‘xétlz’[t]h
qf #he Cafes, as They are here ftated 5 butl pubs
h{h t'Thgm', as I find Them ;-and They will ferve,
at leaft, to deftroy the Letser-Writer’s C harge ag“&i'hﬁ: i
me, of endeavouring to throw an Odium wpon Gen- |
t-l?pﬁeﬁ of -Fortune and Diftintion, without even /5:
Wfoffa as '-C’o MMONREPORT 20 jullify: ine init.
- I ~am - informed, by Letter, of- another: Gife,
ghjg.ch deferves mentioning. - ‘Tthe Commiffroners b‘ja‘
E{A_m/é “entered  Judgment_ againft 2Villinm’ Green
Etq ;" an'enminent: Brewer, long fincedead's but up=
on Noticé that He defigned ‘to petition -"tHé'Ho"u% 4

- of Coimons againft Them,- They reveifed the Jud g-

;\ndent, _be W l‘ltmg under it erroneons.  However,
Ir. Green -petitioned 5 upon  which Occafiot,” 4

1 am inforted; that remarkable Claufe . wab infeit.

Spvran Alty for diabling the Commifioners of
Excife ‘from »ﬁtm[}%’flﬂ the Houfe ‘of ‘Cornnions, and
{pﬂg&_trxng' a-fevere Penalty on their- Uﬂdfﬁ’@ﬁtéh ‘
In cafe They -thould endeavour to influenie ‘Vo‘zz’?jv: _

,573 ‘Eié&?iom ; for - M embe'ﬁ cy” }-’gﬂi@;’}'ﬁmﬁ. e

- As'to the ‘Commiffioners “Being > Gentlemen of

. F"?Mﬁeﬂﬂd lehﬂ&‘zéﬂ,lt is quite 'ifOrcig;“i-td the

3

o o Par-




R eTled. that Boards and one:of Them having

N
N P

T

" parpofes for no Man ought to be trofted with -
' i?:g;f;rc}%awzr, . not'even - the King . Himfelf ; < 'nor

. does our Confiitution inveft H‘m with ltpgbhi‘]uq
' Subjet therefore; a fubordinaté Minifier, -.of what-

" ever Furtune ot - Diftinttion. He may be, enjoy &

greater . Plenitude  of ‘Power . than Majefly:it felf;

© Shecially, when We confider that the Duty of.
3 :;(l:gf:;?ou)? Office -may- induce ‘Him to 'at’ contrary

" t6 his natural Inclinations ?—It is too muchlike the

. Cale of the Frogs in’ the : Fable; ~when . Japiter

~placed a, Stork to tule over them s but We ought

P emember that This was done: for their Panifls
 ‘ment, not their Proteftions ..+ ..

. "1-do-not-apply Thisto th?l’f”@f."-”} Commiffioners s

‘and am far from intending to accufe Them -of any

BB . Infolencesy :ot. Partialitiesy 'as
Juh Op %reﬁg?%the[c},afg,en of .. their - Predece/~ |

' WCI‘CI laid

g “.in"general,.
I i . though now -ad-
lv-been a: 77 rqder;Hlm_fC}@ ,.thqgg - )
e To fuch a Poft of Difinttion; Thofe, whoth
He hath lefi behind Hilm in Bufinefs, . ‘may

N depend upon-all tHcIndulgfnc(:leap@ Lenity, ;which
" rhe Dutv of his Office. will admit; for. "1 7 |
g:;? Xatyy Xp'pre'hcnﬁons,vi_h “this. Place, ‘thét; tbe/(} _
" Gentlémen-are not at Liberty o, conftrue Things'in

for.-1 muft re-

he mioft favourable Senfey asiv s the Duty Ot 756
: vtyzfézgxtofdo',;in criminal Cafes 5 but falcr-fOblthd; |
even by the Oarb They take, to turt the Balaoce; |

_ 30 ’41 ’ doubtﬁﬂ Pomts, Qn‘the___-Sidc _of fthﬁ’,R?fUEﬂﬂe;

s Lo pra Tles Tan-holderss and §
Por Act3 b ,whlchkaﬂ,kfzﬂuall?m If?,”_ 19/4CE5

.’ I;eﬁmze‘f»féf "}:Be.'er;;? or Ales, wiere, obliged: to pay %

" certain yearly. Sum,to be fixedar the Diferction bt

‘for.a Licenfe to fell the

she Comamiffoners of Baefes ford. fi

T On the contrary, 1 am willing to believe §

vs. -On thelcommry?{éls ~?wdriléy  Centlenién 35 § vheth fame Int wou ve
and-one -0 { put'upon it, by a Fury.in Wefiminfier-Hall. =

| I "have :likewife received “many - Letters from

| Perfons- of different 7#ades -({uch as Brewers,. Di-
Sillers; -Starch =makers, T allow - Chandlers, &c.)

| “complaining of great Hardihips and. Severities in

i the Management of their Bufinefs, by the Laws of
Excife; but as They do not immediately affeét the

| prefent. Pointy concerning the farther Extenfion of

thefe. Laws, it may be thought needlefs to.troubie:

. ¥ GiveMe leave to mention only oe Café, which |
s fHill freth in_our Memories; -1 mean the famou

o Mri T megy,;;gn .eminent Vintner-in St. Paul's
~was fummoned before the Commi/fio-

Chisreh Yard, noned before the Commif
wersy upon. this “At.; being accufed of ~havin
~made- a Bill, in° which He charged Bread ; from

whence it was concluded. that He did not.give his

- finall Beer away 3 though I am told it was not fpc~ -
cify’d- under any particular. Article ; : which. being
proved by the Bvidence of an. Informer, He was’

| convicted, and forc’d.to take out a Licence ;5 as.all

| Perfons of the fame Profeffion have been'likewife

obliged to dofince. . .-

| - It was the fg\c‘n'éral;(;)pljmoﬁ,f?;it-:; thatTlme,fhat

nonc ‘but. Piiualless Ton-tsepers. and Retaibors. of
‘Beer-were. defign’d by the Legiflature to - be. in=

‘cluded: in #his A4é ; and 'as They:are neither. par-

ticularly mention’d- in it,” nor could  poffibly reccive
any Benefit by it ; I muft leavethe World to judge.
‘whether the fame Interpretation would have . been

¢

the Reader with any-of their particular Cafes, - L.

fhall’only- obferve that all; or'moft of #hefe deconnts

| -were occafion’d, as my Correfpondents ‘inform me,
by the Letter-writer's Aflertion,. that not one Ex-
| araple can be ‘produced of any [uch Hardfbips, and
that. the Commiffioners -are, and have always been,
| rather favodrable tothe Trader than the Crown. =~
| . To Thefe I may add the late publick Declarati=
| ons of the ‘principal Druggifts and Grocers in this
City ; fetting forth their great Hardfhips'and Suf~




forings by the Laws of Excife ; which’ have alrea-

dy _it]gduc?éd'fdmc of Them to 1@21‘\7_6 off their T'rade,

“and will oblige’ others to do the fame, if "They
thould be farther extended. . o

" And here I muft obfcrve that the Letter-writer.

* had- the confurnmate Affurance. to affert, ‘that the

Severeft and moft obnoxions Claufes in. the Excife-
A& upon Tea, &c. were advifed by ‘the principal

Druggifts in Zown, who were confulted upon that

" Occafion. - This is fo thamelefs a Falfity and fuch
an Infult on the common. Underftandings," as well
as- the Misfortunes of thofe Gentlenten, that They
have thought fit ' to undeceive the ‘World, - and
- putge Themfelves, in the frongeft Manner, from
. {fuch an Tmputation, by a publick Certificate in all
 the News-Papers ;- which:the Reader may, 1hkic-;
wife find in the * Appendix. -
. Tiet: the World therefore judge whether Facr:
~ and ExeErTENCE are not the Letter-writer's. old.
and- conftant Eremies, tather than mene. ‘

T d&'hor Ly sy of hefe Handihps, s T obfr-
ved before, to the Charge of the prefent Commifji= §

Laws, as

~ "They find Them: It is the Power 7 Jeif, of which
We complain, to whomfoever it may be delegated 5
and therefore nothing can be more ridiculous than
the - Lettor-writer’s  Reafonings, in Favour of fuch

4 Power, from the perfonal Characters, or Circum-
ftarices of ‘the Gentleimen in that Commiffion. He

 greps, who' are ‘obliged'to execute the

might as well have argued- that the Lows of Ex-
~cz‘[eb‘, do not deprive . us” of the antient “Method of

Tryal; clabliftd by Magna Charta, becaufe the

 Gommiffioners hold'their Court in’ the Orp Jozy.
“Tn the remaining Part of #his Papér, the Gen-'

. tléman undertakes: to fhew the Preference of Ex-
cife Liws, when compared " to Thofe of Cuffors,

from

¥ See the Appendix, Numb 2.

e At i T

from feveral confiderable Circumftances, in Favous -

- of the former.

- Forms of Proceeding in the Courts of Weftminfter~

Oze is . taken from the ailat:dry; and cxpcnﬁvc :

Hall 5 which He ‘calls an infupportable Grievance

t0 the Subject. - I am afraid there. is too much Rea-

fon for this heayy Cenfure on the modern Practice
of the Law ; but I hope We- do not yet ftand in

need of fo defperate -a Remedy as’ the {ummary:
Procefs of the Excife Laws; which I apprehend:
- to be infinitely worfe than the Difeafe it iclf.  Be<

fides, this Grievance is common to- all. Cafes ‘of
Property, as well as the Revenue 3 and therefore his
Argument will hold equally ftrong - for putting the

Execution of all our Laws into'the. fume compen-

dious Method. - Nay, it will ferve to juftify “the

Proceedings of a. Star-Chamber, an Inquifition, or
any other arbitrary Court whatloever,. . = . - -

- Another Circtmftance, alledged by this W'rzz‘ef,m i,

| Favour of Excifes,” is the Power,. repos’d. in the -

Commi(fioners, to mitigate the Severity of the Law,.

| by remitting the Penaities of it, either in whole, or
in' Part, as They think fit, after Conviction’; and
| This, /ays He, the Barons of the. Exchequer are not.

authorized to do.  Now, if' This is any Grievance:

| to the 4Si1b‘jc&,'~ in Weftminfler- Hully "how  eafily
| might it be remedyed, without an Excife, by only
| giving the Barons of ‘the Exchequer the fame Pow-
er 2. But, in- my ‘Apprehenfion, This is {o far. from =

being' an ' Argument, in Favour of Excife Laws,.

| that it :is one of the moft material Objeclions againt:
| Them 3 as it puts it in' the Power of ‘the Commif=
| floners to favour fome Men, and opprefs ozhers, juft:
as They may happen-to' be {way’d by Friendfbip,

or Hatred y by Self-intereft, Party-Prejudice; the.

\fecret Influence of a Minifiery or “any other bad
Motives.——There have been many Complaints of .
this Kind ;-and ‘I will appeal to every impartial




be' fuppofed  to hav¢ c. |
""We have been often told th
- Gommiffioners haye in

Commifffoners: into . the . Country, 1
 and They would - certainly

o % Courant, Dee. 2+

S e 6 i tionar ,'Pdf/w_er may not
Man, whether fuch aczgfg ‘tfnﬂ uj’cnw e B
1 at uﬁzces of Peace
_,Coz;ztr:)!, 'wh;ch .the
London. 'This 1s partly truc,

* th ~may fend. Sub-
Sfor, the e f Tﬁey pleafe 5
do it, '.if..thc.Scry?lgg: gt
the Revenue required it. The 71@/21;35511{;Fl&c ;,dco |
'tl" Bufinefs for Them at prefent; and, . o }?Fa—,-
'é;csatisfaé’ci’oﬁ : but.even this Power 15,00t

have. the -fame -Power in the

and. partly not.fo3

" your of the Subject; for Fuflices of  the Peace.

] ' i : ‘4 - b C i 11, 23 . R ~ .
: , L .

~the Officers being the Complainants, in all fuch Ca-
' :.'CSQ “may ~_7§hufc ~their Fu

ices 5 andT i({-}Qd ;kﬂqWé_
ctween Them in moft
bﬁ!swccxj Tk b

tiere is a material Diflerence betwe
"%lgfifméi‘e’s as well as in Middlefex.— the Peaple, 25
giffrates ’ indeed, were chofen by th o “Foree
e vere formerly, there would be fome ¢ e~
| T}éi}é Argument; but-as. the Cafe flands at pre-

 the ofe than any of - the
 fent, it is no more to the Purpofe than any of t ¢

. 3 Y 'y e P - :
Coyeftl o

The greateft Part of the * pest Paper is another
wiofs Evafion of the Argument ; fmG ogé"ué{)tpo‘ur
e to complain - of not having .onf 20¢ be- Duty ;
o ‘Difpolal TILL We. };J.m’gi.'md‘\t/‘ve' ds cJ:;r,x
O cas the Argament is, as plain as W ords: ¢
ke it, that We have not a Power '.";,Vcr R
gla;ds' ‘,évcn' 'AFTER the Dlﬁy,iif pai er Notice
: “:021“ Piece of Sophiftry deferves' no ot rian
poo . ' W ’

. g 1 i 1.
*than barely pointing it out to common Obfervatio

But it may not be amifs to examine fome particular

e telating to the Traders,
Paflages i it, sclating 6o the Frudtry

JEL N N
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. Th

-~ ‘have paid the Duzy, without a

- peared that the Officers of the.

- &c.and if refufed Entrance;
- In executing the Powers and
 the Forfeiture is no lef5 than

- to_his Purpofe,
- Triumph ;

%0 the Merchant, or T'rader,

- Quotation, changes the Word musT for u
. -Suchal out an

- Claufe in the faid A&,

griCVQUS to the ¢ ‘ﬂlrly_l’e;f"‘as the L

- 'The Gentleman is pleas’d to ask, whether the
Laws of Excife lay the Trader under greater Hupd-
- Ships, in this Refpect, than the.
ftoms P—T'o which He gives Himfelf this Anfwer
certainly They do not; and, to fupport his Affeition,
He gives us an Extra® from the famous Zés-As7,
{o often mentioned 3 by which He would ' have it
concluded that the Offcers of Escif are tot im.
-powered, by that AZ, to cuter Houfes, and cairy
‘away any. Goods They may find, fu
Special Warrant [frouz
Fuftice of Peace ;' where-
to have recited the pre-
Aty it would -have ap-.
v Offi . INvLanD Duries
(as They are there ftiled) are impowered from Time
20 Time, in the Day-Time, 10 enter. 411 Warehoifes,
or otherwife obfiructed,
Authorities of this A&,
100 Z for every Offence.
hath garbled the $tatuze.
| in this Manner, He feems to think
- Himfelf fure of the Day‘again, -and cries out in
let us now fee whether the Lawsy relg-
ting to the CusTowms, are more tender, or favourable
v ler, than Thofe, relating to
the Excise; and to prove that They are not, He .
-quotes a Claufe of an A&, 12 Car. 2. Cap. 19, but -
in the Recital of it, according ‘to his’ Cuftom of .-
_ AY, leaves
and omits any Mentior of 2
i by which Costs and Da-
‘MaGEs ate allowed, if the Tuformation prove falfe.
-, "This being the. Tad&; our Authors Argumén Sy -
to thew that_ the Laws of the Cuyftorns ' are ,‘eqqﬁy,
aws of Excife, muit ,

the. Commiffioners, or fome
~as, if He'had thought fir
ceding Claufe of the fame

* 'When the Letter-wpriter

out the Word onty,

Laws of the Cp-

ppofed not to




Y

I have cxéminéd ‘the Laws of the Cuffoms, as

well as Thofe .of Excife, and given the :Prcfe.r‘cxfl_cg
to the former, as 1 found fufficient  Reafon; for

let the Forfeitures, on a Breach of ZThem, be never .

{o great, "They are far fhort of the Penalties, an~

o1 ncy arc fat bt & Mo Lird.
‘ d to the other; and if any GOQdS, are feizd,
2?;::{121‘ Pretence th'af?,thc, Duty hath not ‘been paid,

: v RN . P ‘ L hC OW- .
hough' the Owiis probandi generally lies on the e
Ilc?:] gj;yct Heis ti‘l;/’d by a Fury, and notby Qw;w AN

- Offcers. -

But the '~Gé%)tlehzaié in'ﬁﬁs"upoh it ftill 2bat thefe

' - ab itude
Laws are abundantly more rigorous, in-a Multit:

“of Inflances, than the Laws of Excife—We muft

cfore attend Him a litele farther.
t‘he’rI‘h(e);"tﬁh‘raé\:f:-Cléu.ife:s,' which He cites, (thc ;“ﬁrﬁ'
from the A& of the 12th of Charles II. Cap. 19.

and ‘the two other from that of the 137h and 1478

of the fame King cap. XI.) are not to the Point ;

fince They give the Offcer no Power over any

’s Goods. after tloe"l)u.z'ze.s are paid, which is
fﬁzx}lﬁlﬁﬁg I ?aﬁgrte’d; and it is yjcry,.extr‘aordg:z;g‘ _
‘to find Him quoting another. Claufc in the laft. Aty

and bringirig it as a Proof that cuftomable Commo-

 dities cannot be moved without a ?crn}it,f, ary -~7?é(;qfl.
than excifeable ones; whereas this .Clau.el“’?s. chat
culated for a quite different Find; for when #har
A5 was made, all Goods exported paid Duty, and,
the Wairaht, or Sufferance, was only g«?gghsafé‘; 'uf%
them by ¢4 from one Port to anoliher}m o
here ‘was defign’d, when the AF was firlt
therefore was defign’d, wi e it dOCSQ'ﬂQVgi‘,
e TpeE 2 b 1 che Goods
is, to prove at the Port, to which the Goods
Ihat s, t0 prove at {' paid Cuftom'at the

made, to fétve another - Purpofe,

were carried,” that They had p

€ carricd, “that AL S fe Goods
OFt. whence They came; but 1f_,th¢ 7 For
fz?clltéig?o‘: were to ha}w’/ﬁ bCC‘;_fcﬂt by Land from .

one Place t0 dnother, no fuch Warrant, or Suffe=

rajice was tequited, or neccflary,

- ’Ihe N

" other,

(39>

The Gentleman feems to be very much prefs'd
for Arguments; when He produces another Claufe
of the faid A&, of the 135h and 142k of Charles
the 11d, to prove that by the Laws of Cuftoms, as

- well as by the Laws of Exeife, Offenders are punifh-

ed in a flmmary Way, without a Zryal by @ Fury 5
for “let us confider ‘the Nature .of this Claufe. It is

~a Claufe to fecure the Duties of Cuftoms,” by pres '.

venting the Landing of Goods, BEFORE the Du=
ties are paid, and declaring zhat wo Goods, wpon
‘which any Cuftoms are due, Jhall be brought on
Shorey or ¢arryed on board any Ship outward-bound,

without @ Warrant, or in the Prefence of an Offi-

| cery ander the Penalty of 1001, 1o the Mafter, or

Purfer of the [aid Ship, and the Wharfinger, where
the Goods are landed 5 “and tarther declaring zhas
if any Carman, Poricr, Waterman, o other Perfon
Jo offending, being apprebended by the Warrant of

any Juftice. of ‘the Town, City, or Borough, - where

the Fait is committed, '(the [ame being. proved by
Evidesice of two Witnefles : oz Oath) Jhall  be [ent

20 Gaoly wintil He or They Sfind Security for their
2004 Bebavionr, &c. and if T hey offend’ a fecond

Timey 10 be. committed to Prifon for two Mouths,
-and to bis Majefty—— Is

orfeit 1. tothe U o
This ‘_é:gr'@arglcl- to thc{’\/[]c:tho'd ~of fning the
Trader, in a fummary Way, at  the Difcretion of
the Commiffopers 2~ o O
X never faid that the Guffom-houfe Laws were
unexceptionable, or inno relpeét hard upon Zrade.
I have ‘often acknowledg’d the contrarys. though

- much lefs feiere than the Laws of Excl ; bt if
‘there:” are fome” few Inftances, ‘where the former

come up, in any Degree, to the Severity of the
~datter, it can be. of no

0 Weight ‘againft our gene~

ral Argument, but only proves how Lrictly the

poor Zrader is tetherd down both by ose and the X
' IR . S |




_If this Projest is fo much for the Intereft. of plaufible Coloyrs, in the Preamble to their Ordi
Commerce (as the Letter-writer informs us) thas wanee, eftablil'd. for that Parpofe.. * . 7
“mobody could reafonably wifb fory nor humanWifdom R . 1 have now confiderd all the material Objecti
o Sepne, uave Jor thi Eofe and Advantage of | 90% vihich the Letser-writer hatmade. to our ge-
the fair Trader why is it not made publick,, for neral Arguiment geainft Excifes 5 for his fucceeding -
. ‘the Satisfaction of the Merchants, and to cafe Them 'y apegs confaln nothing clfe than Repetitions of the

of thofc dreadful Apprehenfions, which They con-  § fime Things, or little Cayils, of {0 trifling 2 Na-
~ ceive from itat prefent ? For it is manifeftly their ture, that I '1hall be very fhort in ‘my Remarks ppa

“Opinion that any néw Bxcifes, or any farther Ex= R OB GReMa oo o o

tenfion of  Excife Laws, under any Name or Pre- ¢ }HG ;cllsus, * that a yery illuftrious Writer, . o
 tence whatfocver, will be 1ot only prejudicial to the W ke laff Az, hath o0ferved that ¢ Lax. ought pever
- Trade, Manufactures and Navigation, but dange- RN b Buirt g L

3 an ‘, thought @ Burthen -upon ayy Body. but the

vous to the Libertics of the whole Kingdom, .~ .- er 5 for. the Trader, reaps g Bﬁ?{zéﬁt”@ ey

""The Prearnble to the Ordinance of Parliament,for this itlifiriqus Genplerugn wight be, T dare

contiaing the Enei dutivg owr cioil Wars, s as | 1oy He didngt reconmend the Colledtion of Tves

_ little to' the Purpofe as any of his other Arguments; t wWs'; 1_;5:1} Isthe f%?‘,t‘lefpute\;

- ‘for though I am ready to admit that there wete as plaidi that H¢ had as litele R
~ many glorious Alffertors of Liberty in that Parliament, as Knowledge of 774z, which
s perhaps ever met in a popular Aflembly; yet- | e ey e

it is-évident that nothing but the armoff Necelfity . He 1s plealcd to imagine, 2bat if an Attenps

could have induced Them to. take fuch @ Method fbould be ‘made, the next Seffion of Parliament, g0
“ of raifivg Money. 'This, 1 think, sppears very | orvert fore Pare of our Cultoms it Hsciles, there

plain from the Remonfirance of Parliament in the B W0uad by few constoErRABLE MERCHANTS, O

Yt

ey this i/

.....

s

Year 1626 which not o;lfly;condemns ‘the King's § s, that would think i for  their Advant age
Commiffion - as illegal, becaufe without the Confent of —And, in 4 another. Paper, He tells
' the People, but thews their Diflike to the Mezhod of rmi'd the MOST .GONSID ERABLE
- Faxation itfelf. It is likewife evident from the @ R fn Hngland wonid be glad that fuch a
Difturbances in London, as' 1 obferved  before, that Scheme would taky Effect. —=1 wifk the Gentlp
“an Excife was extremely difguftful ‘to thePeople 5. § @ had, acquainted, ys from  whorr He received -
though rais'd for the Support'of a Caufe; to which R this Information ; or .where tbis moft confideraje
They were generally inclined ;- and cven. the Pare- § Body_ hes incog 5 for, " hitherto, They  have - not
liamint it felf feem'd, at leaft tacitly, to conderin | though fit to reveal Themfelves, . The principal
 fuch Tases, by difcontinuing'them, as foon as the - §  Merchants aid ‘Lraders in Wine, Z0bacco and Sy
War was over. ~Neceffity therefore” having _driven . §  gar, as'well 2s in feveral Commodities already cx-
Them into'shis Method, it is not at all wondetful” ¥ cifed, ;not only in London and Sputhwank, bu like-
that They fhould endeavour 'to glofs it oyer with g - 7 r 0 = n o SR T T i
ST T T e R planfible i T
o R Cewmnt, Drcgrh. f Counnt, Dinzgd




¢ 4?- )
“wife in fcvcral dlﬁant Pats of the ngdom, havd
alrcady declared agamﬂ: this Schéme, it the moft
“publick Manner; ‘and it is expe&ed that others ‘wilt
*{oon follow: thelr Example.
Titie for the Letter-writer 'to produce his Party 5
‘and T with that  their moft con f bderable Trafick may

“fiot be: found to conhﬂc in Stoaks, .Pe; f (ms and_

Pldces

My ]thm&s from' the ertmgs of Dr Dczfve-
naﬂt on this Subject, are intirely “miftaken by the
Lettsr—wrzter, as well as the Erid, for ‘which I quot-
‘ed them ; fince, even'in the earheﬂ: Tiiués, thére
*was certainly a great Confimption of Commadztzes, in
+this Kingdom, . though but’ /ittle ‘Trade ; and yet
‘our Anceftors ‘would never ‘come into tbis Method
iof ‘raifing: Money: Befided, T acknowledg’d' that Dr.
D’avenant made no Diftinétion between Cuflons atid
+ Excifes, but-confounded Them’ togcther, under the

~ general Name of Loads upon Induftry 5 and there-

- “fore the Gentlemzm mxght have fpared his. Remarks,

*fupon that Head.

Tt ds certain that when Duties of ng/lom.s‘ wete

~firft laid 6n Z¢ade, the Moncy arifing from them

“was intended for' the Prote@ion of “the Merchant.

v ;Thls is evident from all our anticiit Laws, for lay-

. ‘ing Tmpofitions -on ‘Goods imported and  exported ;

“nay, even {o lately as in the Reign’ of. King Cbm'les |
the TId, This appears’,to be . the. Senfe of - Patlia- |

~fnent Jorin the Prcamblc to 'the At of the’ 1ath
“of” that Reign, it'is faid that the Commons 7epo-
JSing a Trufp in bis Majéfty for goarding the Seas
‘againft all’ Peﬂbm, who ‘may endeavour 10 difturb

our T'rade, &c, They grant the Tonnage mid Poun-

~dage.- But whether it 'was prudent ‘in the

- Letter-writer to infift upon tlm* %pz;k let the Rca-
= '«‘dcrjudgc. R L5

Tt is thetefore. hxgh '

;‘abohfh’d
‘igument, that our Debts, Tasxes: and Officers~have
_-given the Crown another Kmd cf Power, mz/mown
f»-to our Fo(efatbem. RN ‘
. “The Letter-writer aﬂ'crts tlmt WZ’ Zmd no leer- :
1y before the Revolutzon
: ,poﬁng it to bc true, is 'i‘hat; 2 Rcafon f'or our g[V- ,
R mg }t PP’ at Pl‘CfCD.t 7. Vopeoali dg e ;

X Sk Argimenty 259 L o

(43)

Hxs Atgumcnts from the ané’txcc of Hollm;(f
as a Pattern for Great Britain, are fo extremcly

weak, and have been fo fully anfwer’d already in

* one of my: forner Papersy that I thall only add.

~-an Obfervation of Mr. de Wit ; who fays direct~

ly, that the great Duties and Fxcifes on the Trade
of Holland have binder'd the. Enlargement of it;

ami if not taken Care of in Yime, wzll be ﬂae Lofs

" its Commerce..
I never defi gnd to. mf nuatc, as thc Geﬂtlemm;

‘ is pleas’d to ftate - ‘my. Argumcnt, that  the Subjc& ‘
‘ought not to. pay either Cyfoms, or Excz/és ‘but
. that #either of Them ought to be firetch’d fo hlgh B
‘as'to deftroy Z7ade, by which  only. Thcy can bc
: pzud, and the Government fupported..

He hath likewife takepa great deal of unneccf.
fary I’ams to . prove . .that the’ Depeﬂdewe qf the

Crown o the Subjeét,. for its Support, is more eli=
- gible, in a free Country, than ‘the. Dependerice - of
the Subjet on the Crown,. for their Properties,
This; I fay, was. unneceflary ; becanfe I admitted

it, in my Argument, under - the Suppofition that

',WC mlght always rely on a. ‘zzpzﬁ: and z;mormpt
. .Parlmmeﬂt ‘

- But. though the mztzent Témtres and Serwces, by

" ‘which our Anceffors held: their Eftates, ‘gave the

Crown an exorbztmzt Power, which is now. happily
it'does not, in the leaft, affeé ‘my Ar-

“which T dcny ; but fup-

ER A




{Thie Peoplé | of - Biigland haye, tio' Déubt, ac-
quird gredt Advartiges * By their late glotious

h

Strugglds fof Libisy; which Thcy have Birchasd -

“at-an inimenfe Price of Blood- and ™ Tréafure 3 dnd:

therefore They dught to be the. tiore catiohs of

lofing it dgain.

| ~At length, ‘#4is Whiter is Sbligéd to # dékrows

ledgey thut althonih - the CORfammey bears the Bave

 then of every Tax, yet his Interett dird That of ‘the
fair Trader are joyco/ély comneited and blended to-
gether, ‘that' it ‘is alimslt. imph)
diftinguifl Thim, from one ahiotbe
- of explaining This iy equally’

Xtradrdi

his othet RieafSriitigs | fo¥ thiough it ‘mitft Be “Cofi

{e5°d. that the Prasfice of Sitgglhiy i very injuti-
ous to ‘the - fiir rader, as well 4s to' the Revenne,

by crablibg the clendefiine Dealer o “fell ‘the famé

Goods chipir, st thereby g bis Tride
T cantiot apprehend ‘it b be a weceffary Cotifequence,

sbar He miff be Wilged 1o citabe vhe Vil of
Them, in Profortion as He fwds the Détands for

Thom eflor'd, “mid thit the, firaller the Quahtity

95 of iy Thing. He- fiills, ithe grtater muff be the
Price, that He mu bave for it.-— According to
this Doctitne, the'Piice of Chininoditids muft be pro-
portion'd -t the Extent of the Traller's Bufinefs s

without iy Reghrid o 1hi. "Plewsy, of Scincity, or
Yo the Vent ud Diéntand__for théni  which. is” cons

trary to-all the Fxperience of Thate, fince the

s

World:

. On the other Hand, T appreheiid that: the Pracs
tice of Runiing Gobis. obliges “the ‘Fuir. Trailer
SR B PR it B to ek

"t A D 1 Und theréfod’ ithntiedi

affe@ts Him, in the moft fenfible Mantiérs: though

3 SR T TR S B JTAs IR IR A s s e+ s s e ey

i ’Cour‘ant, Dec. I6thz | - R _ R ,,»;-’-; .

Wbl toﬁpdﬁm, b
# 5 bt his Meéthod
fary” with

to.
h
atély

| Experience ‘that nio. Panifhimesits whatever;

T am veady € allow that the Confiiner may feel if,
at laft, ity the Deficienties of the Revenne. "

" For this'Reafon, ' T belidve the. fmfrzbziézt,* Ini-

porter ahd ' fair Trader would willitigly concur ih

ahy védfotiable Meafutes, for putting 4n Fnd tothis

clandeftine Thaffick ; but if the cheapet any Commo-
ity 15 [old, - the taore of it will be confumed, They

can heyer dgree € an Bxvift, which will certainly”
-make Them dearer; and confequently  encourage

Simigling 5 ¢ notwithitaiiding the Luster-wrirer’s
poot Fallacy, it'is as' dethonitrable as any Propofi--
tion in Euclid, that “this “wifchievous” Pragtice 1s -

‘be able fo prévent it

. The Gentlennan tells us FimflE that not only

‘Wines aid Brandies, bit all other Sovts vf Merchan~

ditge are fill run and veiided, in the fmoft: publick
Manner, on the Ses:Coaffs. ~ I therefore this M-
thod of Colleition hith fiot prevented . the Running

of #hufe Conmodities, which arc already escifed s
Thow an We ekpect

hat it will put a Stopto the

it
fame Pra&icé in others @ 0

e defperate Oppofition which the Cftom-foufe

Officers et ‘with, in the Fxecution'¢ f.their Duty,-
riotwithftanding ' the févere Penalties, on Offenders,
thay fatehet convince us of this Truth; and is ano-
ik Proof thiat it s abfolately irmpradticable to pre-
vent Rimwiig, without Iowering the Duties; for.
can Exciftinen be thotight bettek able, to’ refift fuch
sclolait Ganigs Of et that the Ofurt of Cifonts,
howevet large afid ‘coercive their Powers. may be-
Foi my "Pft, I am firmly perfiinded by
at 10 Prini teger,” cven.
Death itfdlf, would effeGually’ ftop whis  Praitice,

made?

| whillt ‘the Temptatiohi to it coiitinugs fo great, nod

Ll ATy e g T B RN R
even ‘though a wuziierolis Yranding Ariny {hould" be

A | made

chitfly occafioned by bigh Duries; and whilit They
ate continted, all” the Lavws in the Wotld will not




~made Ufe of to put the Laws in Execution; for
~ ‘thotigh the Gentleman Himfelf feems to’ diflike firch
an Expedient; yet it is well known that oui. mili-
Jaiy Forces haye been often employed. in'; thiat Ser-

vice, upon the S Caaflsy (as I think o of them

RO
It muft be admitted that thereis a great Inequa-
ity between Thofe, who.buy run. Goods, and 'Thofe
who deg) with the fair Tradet, which onght to be
prevented, if poffible; but ftill the Queftion returns,
‘whether an Excife will do’it. "I -have given my
- Reafons_why it will not;:and I think:them fuffici-
~ ‘ently confirm’d, in the Cafe of Tea ; ‘for  though
the Revenue; 1ipon this Article, may bave been confi=
“derably increasd, and’ a lofs. Sum of Money may
bave. been paid._into- the Exchequer, on Account of

- Seizures, fince. thofe. Duties were converted. into

' Excifes, - as the Letter-writer affeits; T am far from

- ‘thinking it the natural Confequence of that A,
~ for it is certain that more 7es hath been  run fince,
“.than at any Time before. This Improvement. for the
“Revenne muft be therefore owing to fome other Cay-
fes; fuchas the great Tncreafe of the Confuniption of

' ea, which is now become almoft univerfal, by the
prevailing. Spirit of Luxury ; and, perhaps,. partly.
occafioned by the late Cheapnefs of Sugar. — But
. We fhall be better able to judge. of this Affair by
- an’ authentick Account of Seizyres, which is 'niu'c%l
mote to be credited than fuck a Writer's Afiertion.
. “But T muft inform tbis. Gentleman. that when 1
faid the Seizures, formerly made, bear noProportion
“to "Thofe, of dats-Years, 1 did not, by former,
“a Trade’; tor though He is pleas’d to be moft uiir
~ ‘miercifully ‘aréh, on this Occafion, it is certain that
- therc were Dities on Trade, dnd We had .o Jarg
- Jrade, for many Years, by which the Nacion gaind

thoufand Years 2go, but fince Weé havehad

rge

“ immenf€

U midiid.

imifiénft Riches, without any Compldints of Sue-

L3N TSI IR R =) PRSP IR I 5 HE [BX IR
ling; but as Taxes were multiply’d “and''increas’d,

- thie ' Pradtice of Rumying hath gain’'d Ground,“4nd

the , national Profit by, 77ads hath becn greatly di-

N PN Vs o
5

' T hope the. Letter=abriter

is fomewhat miftaken in -

. hiz Calcilacion, when He fays thar the Publick i do-

I

oy R

“frauded of'at leafty ofi€ third Part of its’ Revemyes 5

gog’ﬂ;h the Cafe, it muft be owing 'to the
‘rauds of \ the - Officer's "Themfelves, in joining with

[

the Smigplerss ‘and I dm.at 2 Lofs 6 apprehend
-/}-‘s R ’

“how That will be'remedied by an Exe &
L Wenow, come to the Gesitlenzan's concludinig Pa-
~pet; In which’ He recapitulates the 'Subftance’ of
his preceding ‘Alrguments, and make§ fomé farther
~Obferyations, . -which mé.y be thought to deferve

alittle Notice, before.I take my' Leave of Him..

1 éf-lg tells us that even the' Land Tix itflf is col-
JJeeted in the fame Manner with Excifes; “and that.
“all Cafés,. relating ,

g fame juminaiy f_/}fm‘sz'z‘ei“;f.’whcteas Lalways thought
that 2his Tax was levied by Parifb Qfficers, and that

> to it, ‘are determinable in “the
“all Difptites were left “to’ the Decifion of the. Corn-

- miffioncrs.of Zaxes, who, are appointed by Parlig-

S

Vinenty not by the Croww.” SR

. He purpofely awided offiring any Thing, as e
- Infotms s, 7 Anfwer 10 what I have faid tonceriin
ug the Danger, that fachi*a Scheme ‘wonld produce.
“with Regard.to national Liberty, by the Tntieafe of

 Officers, 2hbat it it ‘be _attended with’ ‘becaiife He
“cannot imagine that 1 was fevious my- [elf, when I
-made that Objection, but, that I did it cither. out qu :
Amufement, or Pleafantiy~~No, really,what I ob=
ferved; upon' that Head, was in downright [ober
Sadnefs. Perhaps, it'miay proceed, ‘as' He' ‘wittily

‘.

| remiarks, ‘from a Glind Biggatry to Patriorifin s buc

[

Ty LT
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{oit is, that T canpot for my Life putit out of
" my Head that fuch. qn infinite Multiplicipy. of Offi-
 cers, gmmedigtely wndex the Divection of the Gt
“anuft bave fomé Soit of Influence over 'THofc,

apho

deavotiring €0 .

‘his Judgment, e to

{¢ forizet to takeang: Notic
Sty ht ‘

PRSIV
on Jikewi
kAN P SR e
the Jame Bigotry, and thercfore ‘be-
neath the Leter-writer’s ‘Obfervation’; & h

2N PRt M i Lllelq (5 ) B
“Publick'feems o have. paid & o

g

me’ Regard to i,
Remark “farther, ‘on the

will venture to make on
Jame Subject. . .

RS s %

o Inmy. geun
“Catalogic of

i\,;_\‘_ ' N
ave
gave

eral drgimonts ] Reader
‘ are _alicady col

g thofe Taxes;. Which
“leéted ags. of Exiife. L. HOW (CXplal
“this Poiiit a little farther, by cnumefating, as well
‘asTican’ recolleét at prefent, the different Zrades
“and - Occupations, ~which'arg affe bis Methed
of- Collection . .. . eyl othe

alfeCted by ?
Breweérs, Difillers, Tnn-keepirs
" Vigugllers, Cofeetniny
- ners, B, Cyder 2o
- makers, Malfivés, [weet ¥

| miakers, Vinegar-maRers—-. &}

7, Dyitgaifis; Gr
Shirch
e I

LChandlérs,
PN A

(e 1

P TR L T e &

rowg, -
“Jye at their Mercy; and therefore the Gentleman

would have done 2 gericrous A&, at leaft, in cn--
avouring to et fuch 4 poor, deluded Wretch as |

“thall 0 explain

S

- Hop-Planters, Tanners, Qwmers) =~ - = "
of Salt-Pits, Leather-Selers, Lin-| and feveral o=
weneDrapers, Paper-makers, Paper- | ther Perfons
Stainers, Gallicoe-and: Linuen-Priy-| - concern’d in

“tersy_Pafte-Bogrd, - Mill-Board, and { - making,  or
Seale Board-makers, Gold-Smiths, (- vending
Silver-Smiths, and Workers of Pilgte, | thefe . -Coms
Wire=Drawersy and Refiners of gils ). modities. ~
and. Sifver Wire, Card-makersy Dige=| -+ 7~
- What Twould obferve from hence is, that Ex=
¢ifes have :alréady extended’ Themfelves into. the

, Shpps;-Warfch'ogigs -and: Families :0f ‘2’ very great
Number of the moft confiderable Subjecs of Great
Britgin.- It may therefore "be propee to “ask, in
this - Place, what the Advocates for: Excifes’ mean,

- when They tell us.that there is n6:Defigi of bring=

ing Them' into ‘private Families. Do They  ¢x-

clude all Perfons, who.keep a Shop, or deal itz Goodsy
out of this Number? If They do, all the Cities

little' Tefs- than: publick Houfésy which T take 'to be
- a-new: Dodtrine 5 and: if ‘none . but Zaversns, Tuns,
and: othier Houfes of publick Entertainment ought
to pafs under that Denomination, according to the
Notion. of our Forefathers,sit"follows that Ewxcifes
have-alieady forc'd Themfelves “into “véry great
Numbers of private Families, and muft become al-
- moft univerfal, by.the Execution’ of . fiich ‘¢ Scheins.
-~ 'Lhe Letter~igriter hath advanc'd one "Argument,
at.the Conclufion’ of his-Papers; in Favour of Fxa
cifesy which He delivers in”Ferms of ‘great Teiiw

| dernefs for the People of Englandy wiz. that iy

will -prevent: thof€ (bameful Adylterations and. per-
- wicions Mixtdresy-with »which'the Retgilers too oft

- tencompound their:Commodities, to the Préjudice

of .the Revenue, and the fair Tradery as well“as the
Chemrl T SR - Health

and . great trading Towns in: England  confift of - |
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Health of his Majefty’s Subjects.——This Chatge

is level'd, I fuppofe,” at the Vintners,and I have
~often heard the fame Argument made ufe of in pri-

- vate Converfation. = Indeed, it is'the only Argiument

T could ever yet hear, in Favour of Excifes, which

carties the leaft Air -of Plaufibility. But ‘when ‘it is.

€ully examined, it will be found to be without Foun-
dation ; for if the Viuntner will be content to pay
the fill Duty for all the Liquor He fils, 1 prefume

the Crown will not infpeét very nicely into the Ma-

- terialsy” of which it is ‘compounded; ‘or that the

Vinptner will be prohibited to mix bad Wine' with- ‘
- good 5 and Lbelieve it will be granted that He may
better afford to pay Duty for Gyder, or. ather Iu=

gredientsy which He can buy very cheap at home,
than . for Wine from:abroad. But fuppofing that
this Scheme would prevent all Adulteration, both at
home rand abroad ; in fuch a Cafe, I 'think it de-
monttrable that it muft inhance the Price 5 and then
let ‘me ask, whether it is not reafonable to fuppofe

“that it would leflen’ the. Confumption, and confe- |

quently diminith the Revenuz? Nay, thould This

likewife be deny’d, and it could be proved that.an < |§

Excife would abfolutely prevent .all Adulteration,

without inhancing the Price, or leflening the Con~ | |
Jumprion, 1 believe it will be granted, at leaft, that § _ :
a much greater Quatity muft be imported ; which, B his Abilitics. But for God’s Sake, why: all -this
being fufficiently large-already, ‘may happen to turn |

the Ballance of 77ade_againft us, — ~So ‘that .~‘t'akcg. ‘erudite and ingenions Perfon. 1 was fully convinc’d:

Nation in general. -+ -

. But thefe Things, perhaps, have rio ‘mote’en-
- terd into the ‘Projefor’s: Head  than the Lofs, which
fuch aScheme will incvitably bring on the Kingdom,

by the Decreafe of our Navigation ; and it may be

this Affair.in what Light you pleafe, 1’ cannot §
poflibly fec how an Excife upon Wine can be of any
Advantage to the. Conftimer, the - Revene, or the §

 fafely pronounced that if there is n6 other Method

of' cafing thofe Duties, which principally affe® our
Trade and Manufattures, They will never be eas'd;
for an Excife may leflen. the prefent Security for

the Payment of the Principal and Intereft of our

- Dess 5 but will never ftrengthen, or enlarge it..

I have now done with the Letter-writer; and
think it hath been  fully proved that He hath not

- advancd one Argument, in Favout of zbis Scheme,

which can be thought to have: any Weight, when
brought to the Teft of Examination. The whole

| Coutfe of his Reafonings confifts in nothing elfe

but - falfe  Quotations, little tricking Fallacits, in
the State of my Argumenty and 2 conflant Evafion
of the Point in Debate. ~ - .~ ... T .
- 'There is anotber Writer, who hath been pleasd
to favour the Publick with fome Confiderations on

-my late Effays upon his Subject. By his Proemium,

in Praife of Zaxes and Projectors, He feemsto be -
{fome Zittle Linsh of the Excisk 5 who thinks Him=
fclf obliged to bear his Share in this honourable

Work, by Way of perfonal Sérvice_for the Tenure of
bis' Prace. Indeed, He gives Himfelf the Air of
a Scholar and a Wit, by interlarding  his Remarks

| with.a Scrap or two of Latin and - a Freuch Verfe
| befides fome other Flights of Genidis, to diftinguith

‘T'rouble to prove that an Excifeman may be a very .

of it t’other Day by a Couple of Lines in an balf

! penny Ballad, which I bought in the Street. "I
‘hope the worthy Gentleman will, be {o good - as to -

accept of Them, in Return for the Favour, which
He'hathdoneme. 0 7 o

 Befides, We all-know They are mighty well bred;
. For every ane of Them can both write and read.”
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© ' Pat He will fézgépeé‘t,4fﬁ6 Doubt, that T _‘_ﬂ'lc')'u'ld :

likewife take fome Notice of the. ‘principal Defign
“of ‘this ekeellent Treatife That is; to sprove: that
an Excife #pon "Tosacco and Wink (which is,

at length, acknbwledg’d 'to ‘be Part of the prefent -

Scheme ) will “not “only be of :great :Service ‘to the
Revendey and-the Nation in"gencraly but ‘likewife of

infinite Advantage to ‘the “particular. Traders in

~ thofe Commodities. =——What ftrange blind Creatitres
- muft They be, not: to fee: theit, own Intereft; when

. it is fo'plainly pointed out to ' Them by this honeff

- Advocate for Projrcrors and Taxes? - =
. He hdthalfeady received an * A e to #hefe Con=

- fiderations, asfaras They. relate tothe ToBacco

.

“Trape; which feems to be written: by a'Gentles.

man, verywell aéquainted with that Branch. of .our
Comrmerce. 1t would therefore be “heedlefs for me

~ to add any Thing to it ; 'but T ‘muft beg Leave to -

 qiote oné Paffage ,out of it, which will ferve o il-

luttrate ‘and ftrengthen  miy “gencral “Argufrient as
saint atifos, 1 o Tl o

7 The Gentlemian obfes el at'k
< of the Duty now payable on Zobacco, called the

<& Tupoft, (which is 3d. perJib.) was firt laidon |

<« that Commodity in the fitft Year-of the Reign of
« King Fames the TId, by an'A&, intitled. 2 A
< for - granting-to ‘bis Majefty an Tmpofition on "Yo-
S ‘sAeco wid Sucary and was'to be levyed on the
€ Confiimer, ‘or firft Bujer, andput under Comimif-

“obfetves very. well, . ¢ that Pait

< oneps, appointed for that Purpefe, diftinét fromithe

<" Comuiffjoners -of Cufonis 3 ‘but This ‘being found
¢ ‘burthénfome to the T7ader, and ‘alfo ‘a Lofsto the
<« Revenne, the Miniftry, touch’d with the ‘Hard-

- ¢ fhips the Merchant lay under, and “alfo the: De-
« triment-to the Reveruey moved the Parliament

oo ¢ cand

L * Uy Anfwer'to '$he Confiderations, vecafion’d by the Craftf-
man upoy Bxciles, fo far ‘as it relases vo the Tobacco Trade.

¢
I

< ad dccordingly, by an A of the th and 8th
. % of William the TIId.it was fuén'a&gd',' “that the

-faid Dauty, grinted by the [aid A in’ the firp
“ Year of the Réign of rhelz{;‘e Kifg ]}&nzs," {ijz

¢ awhich, by‘the faid A, is mide~payable by the
firft- Buyer, - and fubjest t0 the Ruirs or Ex-
“ ¢xse, in the fWwerdl Parts of ‘the Munagement

N

< theredf, fbottld, for the ‘futire, be unier the Ma-

‘wagément of the. COMMISSIONERS OF THE  CUsw

:: ToMs.~— This Method of raifiig Duties. on
.4 Tobacco, By an Excife, was, by the Wxperieiice

~of fen Yewrs, found to anfwer no govd End, * Tt

- hirrals'd 'the ‘Meribant, and léflen’d the Revenue.,

¢« THe fuire Canfe will- ex"rér'..p'fbélu@ ‘the Jamme Efe

< fegr. “Therefore, it is hoped “that, Gpon the
«“Knowledge of an Excif having once %ird,' it
-4 il not ‘be ‘attemipted afécond Time:

I think, indecd, thit_the Gensleman 'hith done
our Confiderer too much Honour, in taking 1o iuch
Notice of thisPaper ; and He tells us Himfelf that

- He fhould 'rict have done it, were there wot fome
;Tb{”gﬁ in ity which may bhappen to miflead thofe
- Perfons, who are ot acquainted with. that Brawch = -
| - of "oty Commerce. - - e
~ " Pethaps, fomebody may think'fit to do the Gen=
tlemen of the Wine-Trade the fame Juftice. ‘T'thall
| therefore. content ‘my felf with thofe Remarks, -~ "
| - which I ‘have alrcady made on ‘that Sibjest, and
" leave the farther Explanation ' of it to. Thofe, who'

- are betteracquainted ‘with ‘the Particulars,

| The Gonfiderer is pleated to' let. us kiiow fhae
| He isa Bottle-Conipanion, by exprefling ‘the great
- Joy of his Heatt, that when this Law zakes Place

- oe iy [pend. an Evening agrevably, ‘and be the
" bester fordt the néxt Day. 1 muft “likewife be 6
~-candid as to'own that T love a Glafs of good Wine
iy eIf ; ‘buc T thibk-it a little’ vnreafonable fodes -




fire that {o large a Number of .my - Countrymen

“thould be chain'd. down and hand-cuff’d; purely to

prevent now : and then;a little Touch of the Head-
wch. " An. Excife would take away the Flavour of
the  beft Wine in Chriffendom; for 1 hope every

-good Englifbman loves his Liberty, even better than
~his Bottle. - If. the Vintuers, therefore, won’t ferve
" us with good Winey let -us leave. their Houfes: and
. content our felves with thofe wholefome and agree-

/7

“able Liquors, with, which  our owsn’ Commodities

~ will fupply us in great Variety and Abundance.

- But if the politer Part of' the Nation cannot wean
"Themfelves from a long Habit of drinking foreign
Wines,-there arc ftill fome good. of all Borts to be
had ; ‘and no Point in the:World can be clearer to
e, than that an Excifz may make them dearer,

but cannot poffibly make Them detter. —However,

I mutt do.the -Cogfiderer the. Juftice -to. acknow-
ledge that this Argument is very well calculated to,
“catch ‘a numerous Body: of our Countrymen, who
are commonly diftingnifl’d by the Name of To-
T am ready to agree with “this Gentleman  that
- Favouris OpprEsston to al-Traders but
.- "Thofe, zo whomit-is fbewn; and therefore I . am
againft an FExeife; becaufe it gives the Commiffio
. mers fuch'a Power of faveuring, or opprefing the
- Subjedt, as. They think. ‘fit, cither by abfolutely.

.  Them with the utmoff Rigowr. .- = -
He is a little. unhappy in repeating  the Argu=~

ment of, his Fellow-Labourer in the Courant ; that.

" the Craftfman bath -not produced. any one Inftarice

of Injuftice, i the JFudgments’ given by. the Com=
wnéffroners of the Excifes which - 1. apprehend to be.

fufficicntly anfwer’d ‘in the former Part.of thefe Pa-

pers. . He adds, .thas there bath been [o Jittle Rea

| R fon_v

 vemitting the Penalties of- the Lawy or exadting

1 fon to complain of 7} lyem, ‘that He bath been if{ﬁ??"ffé’d»:

‘ 5 4

Appointinent of that Commiffion.~——— I am far from -
queftioning the Truth of his Information; in this
Particular, or being furpriz’d - at ity for when I

confider the Nature' of #hat Commiffion, T am rather
inclind to wondér that there ever was {o much as.
o gy Shere ever was 0 ymuch. a8

there - have not been three Appealsbrought; fince the

_Heispleasd to affert that my Quotations fromr
Mr. Hampden and M. Locke fgrgﬁp Way aé)h’-’- ‘
cable to the Point in Debate 5 and that They relate -
only to' Taxes, or Excifes on “our native Commodi-

tles.——O! fye, Sir! if you talk at this Rate,

* the World will” begin to fufpect cither your Lears~.
778, ot ‘your Caufe; for the profefs’d Defign .of
both - thofe Writers was to recommend a Land-Tux,
in Preference to any Duties ‘on Comymodities, whe-
ther imported,-or of our own Production. Mr. Locke,
indecd, does not make any Diftinétion between Ex-

~ ¢ifes and - other Taxes; nor did I quote Him for .
that Purpofe ; but Mr. Hamipden exprefly condemns
all Excifes, and inforces his Argument with fuch
Rcfafon's_,‘as I.tpink"unanfwérablc. ' Pr‘cthcc;ldok :
over, the Writings of thefe Gentlemen once more s
and if you .can‘find any ‘Thing in them, that will =
be of Serviceto the prefent Scheme, ‘you arc wels
come to produce it with all my Heart. -~
. . Tamforry to'find that I ftand {o ill- in the Opi- -
‘nion of this excellent Writer ; who fets me forthas -
& pievifby little, wrangling Fellow 3 but I confider
his Cafe ; He may, perhaps, think the Excrse-

OFrrice inDanger; and therefore. I heartily for-
‘give Him. =~ T-am fure the Reader will bear me:
Witnefs that Thave preferved my Temper perfe@t-
ly -even towards Him, and-treated” Him with .

- great Civility, notwithttanding the difgreeable Cha-

“raider He hathgiven: me. ~ Nay, I thould not have
‘ R S MR oo taken .




‘taken even this -curfory. Notice of his ingenious

~ Coufiderations, if They had not happen'd to fall di-
~ redtly in my Way ; for however - He may pleafe

to reprefent’ me as a Perfon, who make the firff |

‘Gains in every Difpute, I can affure Him, upon

~ the Word of an Author, that I never expect 20 get |

fo much as one Craftfman out of any of his Works,
~ But'it is now Time to draw towards a Con=

clufion; -and, in order to it, let us: reflect a liftle . |
on the prefent State of Affuirs. "The Miniffers haye, |

at length, triumph'd mot glorionfly in their Nego-
tiations ; and I with that their Jaze Zreaties may be

~ built on as folid 2. Foundation as They have af- |
- fured us Themfelves. We are, at prefent, in Peace - |
-with all our Neighbours; and there are no Ap-

pearances-of any immediate Rupture in-any Part

'of Europe. We have no Factionat home, confidera-

“ble enough todifturb the Quiet of the Government,
“or to enidanger the prefenit Eftablifhment, in his Ma-.

jetty’s .Fami}iz'?-Ou_r»oh!Y: Uneafinefles, Animofi-
ties and . Diflentions proceed from fome particular |

Grievances, which might be cafily remedicd.> But
this ferene Sky may be foon over-clouded again,

New Di‘-ﬁprban,ccs- may break out in Exrope,and in- |
volve us onge more in the Quarrels of the Continent. |

~Let us thercfore husband this favourable Qpportu-

Tranguility lafts, and giving the People fome Re-
JicF from thofe warious . Burthens, whick publick

 ged Them tobear.

~nary Doétrine advanced:; that while the Affuirsof

from every Quarters: ayd on every Hangd, there was

o Temptation. for any Rower 0. eqpbroil. Thernfetves

“We have, indeed, lately. feen :a.moft extraordi- |

' R

in new Difficulties 5 but wow there is Leifure for'

Ambition to look round.

: Thist'?D_oétAriné was deliver’d by Mt. Walfingham, -
about a Fortnight‘ago, from the Mouth of an %o-:
nourable. Perfon, whom He dtyles in Capitals’ the'

————r of the' Ex———r7; but it 1s {omon-
ftrous ‘and ‘abfurd 2 Propofition, that'T cannot be=

lieve any Gentleman, of common Senfe'and Diferetion,

could be weak enough to utter’ it ; for, according
to this Principle, Peace it felf" is a ‘Curfe, inftead.
of ‘a Blefling ;- and thie more firmly it is'cftablifh’d,:
‘the “more Occafion there will be for a fanding Ar=-

N

iy 5 whereas We ' were always told before, - that it

was defired only till- Affairs could be [ettled, and
| #4c Tranguility of Eurcpe reflor'd. But, at this Rate,
when ¢an ‘We expect any Reduction of the Army 2.

If We prefume to' touch upon that Topick, whilft:

Affairs ave in'the leaft embroildy We aré immedi=:

dtely-charg'd “with- a Defign of encouraging fome
forezgn Power to-invade us’y and 'when' They aie-

| fettled, We are told 'that there is moré Reafon to-

be. upon our Guard than before.—— T am really’
-athamed of‘expofing fo palpable an_Abfurdity, and -

{hall “leave ‘Mr. Walfingham to " the Correction ‘of |
N the bonouravle Gentlemgn ELimfIE, for putting fuch
 Let us therefo band this. favourab u- @ Szaff i his Mouth, ~—— Let us ' therefore return

nity, by reducing our Expences, -whilft the prefent. R e e

to'our’prefent Subjedt.

It any Writersihll ehink ft o beftow any Re-
- Misfortures, {lild_.ﬁﬂb_liﬁk Nweﬂiiy have fo Zq;gg;gzzl,:.f :- 4 ¢fe Papers’y I miuft “once more reqieft:

'Thém to-enter’ into” the Merits 'of the Caufe, by

glvmg ‘a diteét"Anfwer to otur ‘prifncipal Objedtions -
againft the Laws of. ‘Exeife, with' Regard “to the

Tiade;, and‘the Daiiger to national Liberty.

. 'We infift upon '/l ‘thefe Points, in Oppolition to
‘this Method of collesting the publick Revényes 5 and

doctrine adv while the . § Method of Tryal, in, thofe Cafes ; the Intereft of
 Pusope aicre snfettled, and Danger was fbregton'd | of Zryal, in, thofe Cafes ; ‘the Intereft of

the Projectar, whoever He is, muft not imagioe -

that
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that fome-little Variations in his Seheme will allay
' the prefent Heats of the Peoplé. . ‘Their Objcé’t%:
~ ons -arc general ‘againft any fuch Project, and no-
" thing but totally receding from it will give Them.
It will not be improper, nor I believe difagree-.

able, to illaftrate this Point by a parallel Iniftance, ¥
- of modern Date; in our own Hiftoryy. .. ... .~
~ When the famous Bi/lof Exclufon was under

" Debate in the Houfe of Commons, an Expedient was. |
-offer’d by the: Courg=Party, to prevent the Danger,

-~ from a Popifb Suceffor, by certajn Limitations, in.

order to defeat the Bill; upon which Col. 774y obe.
ferved; that 20 accept of Hxpedients, to [eaurs the

Proteftant Religion, aff or fuch, 3 King had.mounted-

.....

the Throne, would be as firange as if there were,

to  ficure ourfelves, by LETTING HIM. INTO, THE

a Lo in the Lobby, and: We_ fhould. maks. 4 Wote;. |

N s .

- xeepiNG Hiy, ovt.——— A Ropifb .Prince. can=-

not be more. defiyuétive toy.our, -religions Rights.
than an Excife will ‘be to. our aivil Liberties; andi |
there is lictle Difference between an: Inguifition. and: |

- general Bxcife-Qffice, bt as.one tegards our Kaith,,
and the other-our Efates.. .. ..o

. We faw this borrible Monfier. advancing towards
‘us; and have fpared no Paing to keep Him,out. of

the-Lobby, as well as the Haufs ;- but if He fhould |
- have the Confidence to. thruft in his: Head:there ;.

We  rely upon: the Virtue of our Reprefentapives in
Parliament; - that, They., will, concur with, their
Pripcipals, and’ upite "their: Endeavonrs to. kick

 Himout-again, o i
~ To fpeak without a. Metaphor, it:is: to be.ho-
‘ped that the: Houfe - of, Commons will; rejech any
Propofal for. loading: us, with. see. Exeifes;, andaf
the Projecior dhould perfift in his Scheme, He. muft
. } ot CX=

-7

House and. cusiNiNe Hiw, rather thanby

N
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- expect to have it call’d by his own Name (accord-
‘ing to the old Roman Cuftom) and delivered down,

§ 2s a Brand of Infamy on his Memory, to all fuc-
~ceeding Generations, -

I fhall therefore conclude 'fﬁith | a~.Pa/ﬁégé Jin

~Scripture; which I recommend to his ferious Con-

fideration.—1It muft needs be, that Offences comes

but Woe to tuaT Man, by whom the Offence
- cometh————1It were better for Him that "3 Mil-
- ftone were hanged about bis Neck:, and that He
- were drowned in the Depth of the Sea, - :

\“k ‘




APPENDIX
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E X TRACT s from a Pampblet Im‘zﬂea’
‘Remarks on the horrible Oppreﬂions,
Infolenmes, and unjuftifiable Partiali-
. ties of the COMMISSIONERS OF

EXC ISE, é’c. ; S

I—IE Autho: h'lvmg ch'uged z‘be/é Gem‘le» |
urewy in feveral Parts of his Treatife, with
Tyranny, Barbarity, and Extortion, con=

' ,cludcs it with feveral particular Examples, whlch _

he introduces in the following Manner. . 3
¢ And' that zhis Charge may not be countcd
 too heavy, and this Book “bé branded with
“ the fame Injuftice it is wrote to -expofe; I fhall
a little defcend to Particulars, and give you a
« few,.out of the infinite. Crowd of prodzgwﬂy
“ Exceffes they bave been guilty of. L
-« Tis true, that the Laws of Fxcz/é are vcxv ‘
“ feveres.and. without doubt, ’tis neceffary that
¢ when Zaxes ate charged on the Subjedt; Mes
thods ought to be taken to fecure the Pay«
“ ment to the Government; and thisis both
Ju{’c to the Government, and to one : m?th:r,
: , - % thag -

2y




o (2) ;
& that the Equality of Taxes may be regulated
¢ fince what is deficient in owe, is always made

%€ good upon the whole Nation. :

~ *¢ But this Severity of the Laws does no where
<¢-require_crael and rigorous Exaltions; barbarous,
. deftruttive and furious falling upon Men and

¢ Families ; of which the following is an Inftance,

¢ all good Men muft read with Abhorrence.
“ ¢ About the Year W
¢ and very induftrious Man, a Diftiller, by name Ri-
Y€ chard Stanley, a Quaker, who lived in Z7apping,
€ and carried on his Trade with a tolerable Pro-
“ fpeCt; but -having feveral Lofles, and a - large
~#¢- Family, did not make {0 current Payment as
C¢-the  Commiffioners  required, being in “Arrcars
Cr1460 3250 o T T
¢ This Man had order’d fome new Backs to
“ be made, and fet up in his Workhoufe, and

¢ they were then finifhing, but not .quite
- ¢ done; the Backmaker having, at leaft, a Week’s
- ¢ work to do on them, to make them fit for

. % The Diftiller thought it 'was {foon enough

‘¢ to enter zhefe Backs at the Office,  when they
- &€ thould be finifh’d and " fit for Ufe; and in the

(14

¢ to’ be” conceal’d,” that the” Workmen ' were

¢ publickly at work on-them, and' the Officers
§¢-every Day faw them in the Houfe.
¢ Notwithftanding this, the Officer
€¢ " by name, ftaying as long, till he thought
¢ the Pretence would bear, informs againft z4ds
& '

. % tring themss and the Commiiffioniers, according to
- “¢ their ufual Juftice, concurring with the Offiser,

¢¢.condémn the pogr Man to pay 8o/, for thispre-

S U

there was an hongeft

mean Time, they were o far from being offer'd

Man, for ereting thele new Backs, without en- |

i 11

€<

€ This, added to his former Debt, mude it:
¢ 2261 125. which the poor Man being unable
“ to pay fo foon as they required ity  they fall
“ upon. him with moft ~ unfufferable and" une:
 paralleld Fury. . oo
“ His 8till- Houfe, which coft him above yool.
to eredt, they pull’d all to-pieces; " tore up -hig
§tills and Backs, and appraifing them after their

(11

 ““ own manner,. and .at their abfolute’. Pleafures:
¢ fold them moft unreafonably. below.. the ‘real -

- They fold rhree Stills, with Worms and Tubs,
for ‘1207: and the poor Man makes it appear,
“ that one of thofe Stills, by the Weight of the
¢ Copper, came to a 102/, and coft him fo much

(1%

““‘at fecond Hand but a few Months before. . -
¢ The Backsy, and all the waoden Work, which
¢ coft him above 150/ and which  was, all in
¢ ‘good Condition, fit for the Trade, they fold
* for'z/. 19s5. 6d. or thereabouts. =~ . -

¢ They fold as much Spirits | .

or 71, as they

~¢¢ themfelves had charged the poor Man with

. “And thus thc Z)aar Mﬂﬂ aﬂd h!Sanll}’WCrﬁ

< entirely ruin’d and turn’d out of Doors; and

fe h‘otWithﬁéhding all this Havock, and the De-

¢ ftruction they made of his Goods, they fold
¢ them for 67. 115. 6d. more than they demand~
¢ ed; which yet they never would return to the
“¢ poor Man to this Day; tho’ he has earncftly
“<“follicited for'it 5 and is reduced fo.low, thar he

¢ has often wanted fuch a {mall Sum for Bread

¢ for his Family, 'and now works in a $#ill-Houfé,
¢ for weekly Wages to fubfift his Children ; of

€«
13

whom, if Enquiry be made, I doubt not but
the Reader may be informed that I have related

% the Story rather in the Commiffioners Favour

& thaa
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 than otherwife ; being refolved to do them

¢ Juftice, ‘evén in the wi rit “Accounts 1 ﬂm\l '

“ 'give of their Béhaviour. .

¢ 'may hear hereafter.

| 75 make good the derge agamﬁ tbem, in z/ﬂe .
- beginming of this Trait, of demying Fuftice

vo the Diftillers, when they complain of the

- Injury of their Officers, Fake the following

" A Certain Diffiller, whofe Name the Com-
& 47X miffioners cannot “be ignorant of, when
$¢-they read the Particulars, had a falfe Charge

¢ made upon him ; by which’ the Reider may

- pleafe- to underftand, ‘that “he ‘was charged

~ « by the Daty, for moe Wafb than he had in

¢ his Veflels 5 but the Officer, being peremptory
¢ -in his Charge, the Diffiller complained "to the

- ¢ Commiffionersy as the Law in that Cafe direés,
- o ¢ When the Cafe tame before the Commiffioners,
%€ contrary to-all Courrs of Fuffice in the World,
- % which generally hear the Complainant firtt, and
i 11
< well as partial, raking the Ca/f from ‘the firft
& Comphainc of the Difi
%< and ordet ‘him to give an "Account  of ‘the
(% P&t Having heard bim ouly, they immediate-
%y gavé theit Judgment againt the Diffiller,
% without {0 ‘much 'as admitting . him
. ¥ or hearing his Evidence; and refufed to.fwear
% 2 Servang be, brought ‘with: hiim to prove, the

-

Tk

A L A

"€ The Story of tuining M. Walker ;md“his_’_'
¢ Family, is @till worfe than this 3 of which they

then'the Defendant 5 they, to be particular as

ler, call up thé Offcer,
‘to ?‘¢P1Y9 '

'y,

(5
o
1
¢
£
KT8

never to give account ‘for thele Aétions, they.
muft certainly live in hopes that, fome Time
or other, Parliamentary Authority thall be fup-
¢ prefs'd, and that Power die, which has always:
“ been a Terror to the Exorbitances and. Exactis
% ons of infolent Tax-Gatherers. -
¢ 1t is farther remiarkable in this
111

Story, that.

“" Commiffioners, and the great Manager of thefe
¢ injurious Proceedings, wiz. Mr. ey
“ turning to the Solicitor, ask’d, if the Diftiller

““ bad paid the Money for this falfe Charge? To

- “"which he was anfwerd, Yes.” Well, well, fays
- & the: Commiffioner, if we bave but.the Money,
et bim feek for Juflice where be can, and fer

- bow be will get it again.

S

. 'T_o pro;be wbm:z; ﬁ;gg_eﬁed cf 'tbe‘Céxp_miIﬁoger_sz .
. conniving at, ond encouraging their Officers.
. in_the Oppreffions of the Subjel, dud ye-

= ,zoérdi};g” them by the. Penalties they vaifes

. take the following fbort . Story,. which, will
 be pablickly astefed by undoubted Evidence,

{2
£

¢ L7\ by an Officery. againft a wosred Diftiller
¢ .in ‘Town, on pretence of fuch Breaches onthe

%6 Laws of Excife 3 the Penalties of which would,

¥ have rifen to a very great Sum,.. . .
.. ‘T'he-Diftiller brought fuch plain Evidence of
6

“ With what Face Men can thus pervert-the
known and fundamental Articles of diftriburive.
¢ Jftice, T cannot imagine; and if they expeét.

¢ the Diftiller boldly telling them, e wonld feeck ~
¢ for Juftice againft thefe Partialities; one of the

R R T e T T i B e

N Infgrmgtz_vo;? was ordered-to be bmught

the, Fall, apd fo well. managed . bis. ,Dgfer;fé,, ’
ooowoma o K thay




% that, in fpight of their very good Will to ruin

- % him, Things were fo very plain, and the Ji-.
- % formation fo'weakly fupported, they were forced .
¢ toacquit him. "~ 7 7 AR
& A frer the' Difappointment, and, as ‘we fup-.
“ pofe, to comfort the Officer for the Lofs, a
% certain Commiffioner was heard to tell him, He.
 was forry be counld not [erve bim now'y bat’ apo-.

$¢ ther Time be would make bim amends s or Words

¢ to that Effect. S R
% What can the meaning of fich ‘an Expreffion.
€ be, but to encourage their Officers in their falfe.

€ daily excrcife upon the Diftilors ?

¢ dccufations, and {upporting the Oppreffions they.

T prove their putting off ‘Hearings, qid

- #iring People with the Charge and Trodble of
Attendance, among o Multitude of /wlo Cafes,

- My. Bowden’s is very remarkable.”
/T R. Bowden had dn’ Information laid a-
<« A gaintt himy which it is fuppofed could
¢ not be very clearly made out, and appeifing
¢ to take his Tvial, with his Zitneffes and ‘Coan-
% ¢ily . whom he had fee’'d to attend ; - without
“ any Reafon given; or .any Day .affign'd for his
- € farther Attendance, thé Heaving was put of.
¢ Some time after this, when Mr. Bowden was
- ¢ occafionally at the Office, upoa other Bufinefs;
¢ and without the leaft notice of any fuch thing,

<6

#¢ they order’d him to be call'd in, and: told-him,

¢ They would then bear it. It was a long : time;

¢ and with great difficulty, that he prevailedtip-

§ on them.ta pyt it off’ alledging, That he was
RS T & anprovided

“ wmprovided of bis Lividencey Papers; and Couticily
£ for bis Defence. U e T
. After this, it was delayed ‘again for feveral
€ Zimes, and 4t lafl, being inform’d that his Ser<
 want, who was his Evidence, was gone from

him, andlived as far as Briflol, they fummon’d
himto a Trial peremptorily by a fhors Day; fo
that it ‘was impoffibic for him to fetch up his
® ZEvidence, and by this Advantage caff 'him.

ForSha s amd triﬂmgPretences égainfi’Tradeil

- men, and for which they have been arbitrarily

- fined; zake the following, out of many  more

‘__‘feagzj/j_fa“, be p(qZZzzécd_ at Demond, N

“ N AR Feapx, the Brewer, at the Peacock

« ] in Zhite-Crofs-fireet, - a Man of an un~

¢ queitioned Repuration,” and every way f{uperior

¢ to the bef? of thefe Commiffioners, both in Cha-

“ ralter and Efiate, being -allow’d, by all, that
“ have Judgment in the Thing, to be the greateft
“ Brewer'in Lngland, andI fuppofe in the World, -
“and who I believe (fpeaking by guefs) has in
* his time, paid 200,000/ Excife 10 the Crown 3

- ¢ fome fay much more, -

¢ This Gentleman keeping an Engine or twy ale
“ ways in his Yard, to be ready, in Cafe any Ac-
“cident of Fire fhould happen, had ordered his
® Men (as it is very neceffary to do, ‘and as they

¢ ufed- to do about once a Month) to ‘t,ry't"hc

“ order. - S s ey
¢ Upon this, the Mob: coming into the Yard

« Engine, that they mighe be fatisfied it vops iy

‘o fee it play, it happen'd thar,  among the
o ERRR f_f*ﬁerf.v'a;d‘s, Sir Felix Eeafp, 0o




CSSds 20l T e
. * ¢ 'This came to T'rial before the Commiffionersy

. ¢ within reach of the Eugins.

s Crowd, the Ewcifeman was coming to his Bu-
¢¢ finefs.  This the Servants could not, and offei’d

. & 'to make Affidavit they did not fee. In ‘playing

-« _the Engine, the Servant, turning the Spout a-

~ ¢¢ mong the Crowd, as in ‘jf%mrt_ is" frequently
- ¢ done, he chanced to wafth E

(h His Honour, the
<. Excifeman, who appear’d exceedingly affronted

&ar, the Indignity offer’d to his Quality; ‘and

¢ tho’ the Servants ask’d his Pardon, and pro-
< fefs’d they did nét {ee him, (and the Mafter not

- & prefent) yet he could not be appeafed; but
% goes the next. Day ta the Qffice’s ~makes his
- << Complaint to the Cemmiffioners, and brings an
- & Iuformation againft Mr. Feaft, for his Servant’s

& obftrufing him inthe Execution of his Offices. |

< the Penalty for which, by A& of Parliament,

¢ who, notwithftanding the  Circumftances were

- % proved as above, gave.Judgment againft. Mr.

¢ Feaft for 201 and upon his Appeal, the Com-
“ miflioners of Appeal confirm’d it ;. and-he paid

“ 20/ for westing the facred Coat of -a beggarly |
- %¢ Raftal; ‘that, had he defign’d nothing but his

< Bufinefs, might have gone two or three other
€ ways into the Brewbhoufe, and not have come

"% 'One Mr. Henry Hally a Sydermaker, had 2
“ IWarehoufe at fome diftance from - his Dwelling-

¢ hafe; and having fome Bufinefs at his Zare-.

- % poufey he found the Excifeman knocking atthe |

- € Door; but his Servant, whofe Bufinels was i
< inthe faid Warehoufé, -was gone out, and the
& Doorlock’d. . .. R

- %< ‘The Excifeman demandedEntfa“Cf-‘sa“d M"
%" Hal] defiring<him. to- ftay till he could find the
¢ Man, who he thought had been at the #are-

& honfe,

& come,

« Boufe, the Exciftman feinid unealy; at which
“ Mr. Hall ordered another of his Servants, who

¢ came with him, immediately to break open thé

“¢ Door, that the. Excifeman thould Have no” Pre>

¢ tence upon him ; which the Excifeman perceive -
¢ ing, and that if the Door was opened, He thould -
¢ lofe the Opportunity of informing, immediately
¢ goes away and would not ftay to fee the: Doot
¢ opened,’ but lays an Information for 15 . for be=

- ing deny’d Enfrance ; on which- Information ‘the

. Commiffroners gave Judgmient;. and the Court of

%% Appeals, to whom Mr.. Hall had Recourfe, con-
- 4 firm’d the faid Judgment. - iR

_ ‘¢ Another Prank like This was play’d by an
“ Excifeman with Mr. Fendril, a-Diffillerin” Hol-
¢ bodrn. The Excifemanyin the Dead ‘of the Night,-
‘ when-Mr. Fendril-was in Bed and afleep (taking
‘.2 Conftable from thc Watch). comes to Kis -
¢ Door, and not offeting:to awake Mr. Fendyil, ot
% any of his-Family, demanded Entrance; which
¢ Mr. Fendril (as I know not how he fhould) . be=
“ ing afleep, took ne Notice ofy -
%6 At the fameTime, the Offcer pretended the
¢ Chimney- finoak'dy and calld: the' Watchman to -
¢ take Notice of it, which: he did 3 but- declared

1 “ He could not perceive:it to'finoke. - -

.« Notwithftanding. This,. away goes Hes ,liéyé :

" an Information againft Mr. Fendrily ‘and upon
¢ ‘the T'rial'the “Offcer fwore that the Chimmuey did

€. finokey the Comfrable fwore it did noty no Proof
“ was made that Mr. Fendril, or his Servants, were

% at Work ; as, indeed, they were noty but all in

¢ Bed; yet the Commiffioners gave Judgment againt
“ Him for 15/ alledging, by their Solicitor, that =

« they ought to kecp a Servant always fitting up, to
* et -in the Eixcifeman, whenever he thought fit to -

44 o
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 “ [ uld be 2 Hiftor ,toé long forany Man's
« RcI;d?:lcéufo‘ fet. down al%,thc;/ barbarous _ﬁgqtﬁzgfzt
« the Queen’s ‘Subjeéts daily meet with froin zhefe

; . helt arbitrary Fudoments:
& Gentlemen Excifemen y their arbitrary 7udg its,

& Clandeftine, and moft willainous Methods of - fitr-

- ood - the ol and pofi-
« prizing the Innocent 3-and their partial and pofi-.

< tive. determining Things againft Law, ’,Rcabfoné‘ ~
& and apparent Teftimony of Fact.. . -

- How they bave determined the fame Fack as crini-

- nal in one, and acquitted it in another, is Plain

. from the following Izg/hmﬂe R
& WOHN VANDEN BENDEN, Sweet-ma-

& 3 kery at Dowgate, had a private ;C@Per,,d:fs:
' making of Sweets; which He was iunform’'a &

o Ahaking o1 oW * withot g at the
& gainft Tor making Ufe of, W‘thol,]f\ C'nicrll]}%c e oiin
- % Excife Offce; and coming to a lrial, Hie -w

& acquitted ; ot that it was nat made Ufe of; but

- % as not being within the. Ag.

« ROWLAND FRYE, Sweet-maker, in Mo
“ gai’s Lane, Soutbwark, much about thc _ i;s;mc
€ Time, and for the very [ame individual. Kin 4 of
« Fag, ’was try’d on' an Information, for making

-« Ufe -of a private Copper, tor making Swects, anc §

< the Commiffioners: gave }udgmcﬂt agﬂiﬂﬁ Him
“forsol T o :

o If any Man foould enquire mto/kth.e £ K/
: ~fhé£: Pa?tialitics{%%@{ muft find them i the Excﬂc:
 Office. No Mcm elfe can refolue v_tlg‘emi,* - :

(1)

| : ’~*~ ,’1 o NUMB. m.o

Carenan

4 Certificate, fien'd by the principal Druggitts /s
- %w% in ﬂﬂf‘wai",'tb a Pm:angpb iiltbe Dally

. Courant of Saturday Dec. 2, 1732, L

LV, \ Hef¢as_ the principal Dmggg/z‘sm Towni
. ¥ Y . are charged in a Paragraph 'in the Duaily
- Courant of Saturday, December 2, 1732, with bé=

 ing the Promoters of an A% paffed in'the henthy Toar
- Of the late King, for vepealing certain  Duties. upon

Coffee, Tea, gud Cocoa, and for- granting certain
-Inland Dutics™ 75 liew thereof, €. (by which A%

- Cofee, Tea, and Chocolate are JubjesFedto the Laws

Of Excite) by advifing the Claufes in it, which. velate:

%0 Entries of all Places, where Sich Commodities are - -
~made or kept, apd to the Power it gives the Officer

- %0 enter into fuch Places, ‘aud to infpet and take an
- Account of fuch Commodities,” and infinuating that

they did advife the paffing the Jaid A%—The Drug- |

- &iffs do hereby pofitively deny, and difavow fuch

Charge as a notorious. Falfehood. . .

. The Bill pointed out too plainly the Rigour and
- Hardfhips,: with which the Execution of fuch a
- Law would be attended (and which they have fince

too feverely felt) for ‘them to be prefumed the Ad-

~ vifers of it. They wére defirous to preferve theiy

EHoufes to themfelves, and not have them liable to
be entered into at the Will and Pleafure of every

~ tunknown petty Officer; and to have the Difpofal of
~their own Goods, after the Duties were paid, with-

out the Permiffion of;’ or accounting for them to

~any Perfon whatfoever; and to ‘preferve the - Cir= - .
- cumftances of their Trade, their Cuftomers Names

and Places of Abode, from being expofed to th




~undertaken and. g

Oﬁcers of Excife, and to fuch other Perfons, to
whom they might think fic to communicate: the.
fame ;- and alfoy- in cafe of any Difpute, to have the
Mattcr determined,.according to the antient Privi~
lege of Engli jbmen, by a Fury of twelve good Moy
who are fworn’to do- ]uﬁlcc mdxﬂexcntly, and not

by the fummary  Decifion of Commz[ orers, rcmovc-

db]C at Pleafure. .

For thefe Reafons, the Dw{gg,ﬁs f‘crenuouﬂy op-, '
pofed the Bill. They petitioned the Parliament
againft it; and when their Petition had the hard
Fate to be re Gét@é:];% they propofed feveral Expedi-
énts to make th_e_. Aw  eafier to thcm ‘which ‘were
i’omlfed by the ‘worz‘l'y Gentle=

N HLE

man, who alone Hagli “the Flonour of being thought

“the Projetor and A’dwfer of ity 'md who only
: ,hath found- hIS Account it

w&z@ «@@9 &vm@@ @aw :

The ARGUMENT AGAINST E.XCISILS"F' |
being out of Print, it is now in_the Prefs, aﬁd

| swill be publifbed agmn in a few Dcz_ys. e

Priuted by H. Hainzs,. at M. FRANCKLINS “
in Ruﬁ"el-ﬁrect, Covcnt—Galdcn.\ . SR

'  Where way be bad, L o
The ng[e o] the Revival of the SALT DUTY, 8& K

Al oii the fame Szzb;eé?f and priuted in z‘be fauze,;_f_

‘AM zfmer, ﬁz‘ 20 l?e lzomld ztp wgeme?’.




