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WASTE LANDS confidered,

A ND

Their fuitable Improvement Suggefled,

H OSE who have made obferva-

tions upon the wealth of this
country, have confidered our extenfive
forefls, chafes, and commons, as one of ‘

the greateft refources remaining to us;

and have lamented, that fuch noble traéts

of land thould be fuffered to ‘lic in a ne-
glected, unprofitable ftate, while lands, of

a worfe quality, are cultivated, in many
j unhealthy parts of America. The fo-
vefts, and chafes alone, would be a trea-
fure, under proper regulations ; they are
naturally the fineft fpots, the beft nurfe-
ries this country affords, for the produce
of Tamber 3 and, if judicioufly planted, and
- B2 . well




| [ 4]
well prote&ed, would hereafter,f’u’rnifh
almoft a fufficient quantity for all the
purpofes of the navy ; but at prefen:c,
there are fo many different interefts fub-
fiting upon them, that in point of real
value, they are little more than blanks in
the kingdom.' Time, it is to be hoped,
may corret this defe&, and render th;:fn

of advantage to {ociety.

Since the firft edition of this book,‘

a rumour pfevails, that there 15 a
fcheme in agitation, for inclofing a
conﬁderable part of thefe valuable di-
ﬁri&s, under the fan&ion of Parliament.

If fuch fhould be the ~event, may

fuccefs attend the proje¢t | may the
crown derive that great advantage from
it, which it is entitled to, and private

happinefs, and profperity, g0 hand in -

~hand with it ! which it will certainly
do, provided the bufinefs be conducted
upon a liberal plan. B

As . |

[ 51

As this fubjet is of confiderable im-
portance, I hope it may not ‘appear‘
prefumptuous in me, if I make a few
more remarks upon it; which I offer
-With great deference; being inﬁigated
merely by motives of public zeal.—The
“forefts may be confidered, as a rough
jewel, of great value ; but'Which will
require much labour and {kill to polith
it, before it can appear with proper
luftre.  Under the idea of theii being to
be inclofed, and difpofed of to indivi-

- duals, they are no longer to be con-

fidered in the light of nurferies for
timber, or refources for the ufe of the

navy. ‘They are now to be viewed, |

as a {ort of new creation, aufpicioufly

opening itfelf upon us, and inviting in-
du{’crx_ous hands to eultivate and raife
fro’m them corn, grafs, and various
othcr comforts of life; and'I am ﬁrongly;

B3 and
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and I hope not erroneoufly, of opinion;

that the improvement of thefe lands,

provided they are all comprized in this

plan, will contribute as much to the
produce, and population, of this coun~
try, as would the addition of another
county, equal to thofe of moderate fize. -
The tenure, in the grant of thefo

lands, is one material thing to be con-

fidered, and the portions they are to be

N granted in, another.—As I am wholly

ignorant of the view of government, I
cannot pretend to fay, what fort of
tenure, would, at prefent, beft anfwer
its purpofe ; but I humbly conceive;,
that the tenure which gives the greateft
encouragement to the adventurers, will
in the end be moft beneficial to the

crown—and where the object in view,

is the increafe of producc to the pub«-

| 11c, and population, and riches, to the
; o ﬁate‘, \

cultivated 3
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ftate ; good policy will fuggeft the moft
liberal conditions.—A judicious regula~
tion of this bufinefs, will convey a ble{-
fing to this country; an improper one,
will have the moft pernicious effe.

If men of the firft fortune, and great
command, are fuffered to monopolize

large portions of this land, ‘it will pro-

\ bably be fold for lefs than its value;
~ be laid out in large farms; be'badly, '

and flowly, improved ; and population
will receive no benefit from the inclo-
fure, but rather a hurt. - But if - this
land be divided, into a great number

of {mall lots, and difpofed of by ‘pub-

- lic fale, without favour to any particu~

lar perfons, it will bring a much greater

fum to the crown, be better, and fooner,

and fupport, and emplo"y?»
many more people, than it will, if

.dxfpofed of in the grofs.—If it fthould

B 4 be r
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be alledged, that even thefe {mall ‘por=
tions will, by degrees, be re-fold, and
get into 2 few hands, like other eftates ;
this; I own, is a grievance which can-

not well be guarded againft. But tho’

this might, in part, happen, it would

never be general ; and it would take

fome time to effet fo confiderable a
change. In the mean while, the land

would be better dfained, ‘and cultivated;

and much more timber would be plant-

ed, by having it laid out in fmall in--

clofures ; all which are very confiderable
objets. | |

If any other argument be wanting,
to induce the perfons, who may be

concerned in this bufinefs, to prefer
the plan of fmall, to great, 'allotments 3.
humanity will add her entreaties for the

adoption of it, and popularity will ap-
plaud the act. |

Mahy |
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Many other wafte lands are at the dif-

pofal of individuals, and thofe I thall

principally cdﬁﬁder; but it will not be

amifs to examine, firft, the obje&ions,

which are often made againft inclofures of

this fort.

It is obferved by the advocates for

commons, that they are of great ufe to

the poor ; that a greater number of

“people are {fupported, by means of them,

than would be without them ; and that
2 vaft number of young cattle are likewife
bred upon them. Thefe obfervations are

generally made by well-meaning people;

and there is fomething very humane, and

{pecious in their conclufion. But on ex-

amination, it will appear, that cottagers
who live at the fides of commons, generally
negle& the advantage they have before

- them. There is not, perhaps, one out of

fix, upon an average, that keeps even a

Cow; -
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vow ; and, being generally tenants; and

{eldom owners; they rent thefe miferable

habitations proportlonably high, on ac-

count of their fituatien. It is the owner;

therefore, and not the occupiei of thefe.

' cottages, who, in fat, gets what advan-

-tage thete is to be had The cottagers

themfelves are not;. in any fhape, more
comfortable than thofe who live in pa-=
rithes, where there are no commons ; be=
caufe if there be any advantage to be de-
rived from their fituation; they do not
enjoy it without paying for it. . But Iam

“inclined to believe, that the precarious

proﬁts of 2 common fometimes difappoint

them ; and that conftant, regular, labour

is a better fupport ; at leaft it would be,

~provided gentlemen of fortune would take

the laborious poor more under. their pro- -

te@ion ; for which I {hall venture, in
another place, to fuggeft a plan.

5 AS‘
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" As to the advan‘tagewhich po'pul‘atiori

is faid to receive, it bears no proportion,

to what it would do, if thefe commons
were cultivated, and difpofed into proper

allotments. It may be afferted,  that,

within thirty miles of the ngpifa[, there
are not lefs than 200,000 acres of wafte
land. Thefe lands, in a proper fate of
cultivation, allowing fifty acres to a fa-=
mily, one with ariother, would find em-
ployment for, at leaft, four thoufand
families. It never can be faid, with
truth, that thefe waftes fupport, in them-
felves, without other help, half that

number of people in their prefent ftate. |

Befides, thefe lands, when cultivated,
would not only fupport the people ems
ployed upon them, but would be ex-
ceedingly ufeful in the fupport of others,
who follow different employments. |

The
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The afgument made ufe of, relative to
the advantage of raifing young ftock, has
much lefs foundation to ftand upon.

Every one knows, that all commons are

wholly negle&ed. No draining, or any -

improvement upon them, is ever under-
taken ; {o that the produce is very tri-
ﬂmg, compared to' what might be ex-

\ pe&ed from the fame foil, if it were pro-

perly managed. T heir being fed at all
feafons, 1s another difadvantage which

commons lie under ; and as neither fur-

face water, or fprings, are ever led off,
they frequently occafion the rot, and other

diftempers in cattle; and often deftroy as

_many as they fupport.

Many parifhes’ poflefs a rlght of com-
mon upon a thoufand acres ; which, if
cultivated, would be worth from gool.

to 1000 /. a year. In thefe, the poor~

rates

I 13 ]
rates are, genérally, higher, than where
there is no common at all. To account

for this, it is replied, that there is a

- greater number of inhabitants, than there

is in a parifh, of equal fize, where there
is no common. Very true ; there m‘ay
be more inhabitants, in proportion to the
cultivated parts of the land, in the one
pax‘ifh, than in the other; but if the whole
of the parifh which has the common, was
brought into the fame ftate of cultivation
as the other parifh Wthh has no common,
the poor would find fuller employment ;
and as the proportion of profitable land
would be greater, the rates, of courfe,
would be eafed ; for admitting that there
would be as much paid as before, there

would be a greater quantity of land to

| furn:i{h the fupply; and, in this point of
view, landed property muft be better ena-

bled to {upport its poor, where commons
| are
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are inclofed, than where thofe commons
remain unim proved.
It may be f{uppofed, that two-thirds of

all the commons in England will admit

of improvement. Many parts, by judi-

cious draining, would make good pafture-

land, and dairy farms, which would be
';s,?éry gfeﬁil, and profitable, and are every-
Wherehwanted. Other parts, which now
pfoduce furze, would bear good corn.
Even a great deal of heath-ground would
prod‘uc’:é turnips, light grain, and artificial
graffes ; efpecially where clay, marl, or
chalk can be obtained. In Norfolk vaft
tradls of this land have been improved,
to the mutual advantage of landlord and
tenant, and to the great benefit of the
country. o

To fuch gendemen as have objelts of
this fort before them, the following hints

may, perhaps, be acceptable, |
| }‘ ’ Where

[ 5 1]

Where inclofures are made, which are
defigned for pafture, the fences thould be -

contrived, to anfwer, as much as poflible,
the ufe of drains; and it will be advife-

ablc, to fink the ditches to a good depth

at once. Having this double advantage

in view, fuch new inclofures fhould

be made more in parallelograms, than

fquares ;- the longeft fides lying acrofs
the defcent, as much as the ground will

admit of. 'And as it is Verv material, to

raife the fences as foon, and as cheap as
poflible, it is a good way to fow furze-
feed, on the top, and at the back-fide
of the ditches. It has a quick growth,
keeps the layer warm, and. fheltered,
makes a fence in a few years, and, in
fome particular parts, where people keep
a watchful eye upon their cattle, will ren-

~der the expence of poﬁs and- rails un-

neceﬁary

Par‘tsﬁ
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Parts defigned for tillage, in the {fum-
mer preceding their being ‘broken up,
" (hould have the furze, gofs, fern, or what-
ever 1S upon»it,' effeGually cleared away,
and the roots ftubbed up. Early in the
énfuing winter, the ground thould be

g IRl

ploughed up, with a ftrong plough, and
left in rough furrows, till a month after

‘Candlemas, that the froft may penetrate, |

and chaften it. Then it thould have a
brifk crdfs—pl‘oughing, and afterwards an
harrowing. In the fpring of the year,
and all the enfuing fummer, it thould be
fined, cleaned, and {weetened by frequent
pl‘ou‘ghings; Thcfcmaining roots, and
~ rubbifh, may be {haken out, and burnt.

The next winter it fhould be laid up -

again in ridges, as high as the plough
can lay them. In May following, two
buﬂléls of buck, or ‘French ‘Wheat, may
be fown upon an acre ; or, if the ground

be

[ 17 ]
be pretty good in quality, or ftrong in
nature, it may anfwer better to fow it
with cole-feed in July, or Auguﬁ fol-
lowing. . The = buck-wheat fhould be
ploughed under for manure, when the
fap, or milk, is in the ftem, and the
flower in full 1‘bloom, juﬁ: befere the feed
begins to fet ; and this fhould remain
under furrow, without difturbance, till

~ a fortnight before Chriftmas. Buck-wheat

generally thrives better than any thing
elfe, on this fort of ground, as a firfk
crop, and very often the crop is not con-
temptible.

The cole-feed, if it produce ever fo
light a crop, will be of vaft advantage, as.
it will invite the fheep upon the land;
and their treading, and manure, will be
of great benefit. They may be kept on
fuch parts, from the latter end of No-
vember, to the middle of April, in feed-

s C ingv
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ihg oﬁ this crop. The next {ummer
turnips thould follow; according to the
mode of cultivation I have deferibed in
another place. Upon this fort of land;
the whole crop of turnips thould be fed
off, where they grow, cormtrary to the
practice which I recommend upon an
improved farm. Two forts of flock will

_be proper for the confumption of the
crop. 'The turnips fhould be hurdled

off in fmall lots. The firft parcel of cat-
fe fhould be ftock; defigned for the
butcher, and fhould have 2 freth bait
every day. The other parcel may be lean,

or ftore-cattle, which will thrive well on

the refufe. After thefe turnips, barley,

with grafs feeds, may be fows ; and thefe

grafs feeds fhould be continued at leaft
two years. When the land is broke up
again, it will be fit for a regular courfe

of hufbandry. ‘And about this time, it

5 oo | will
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will be proper, to begin éaﬁing the clay,
marl, or chalk, which-ever méy be eaﬁ;
eft come at. The land will want fome
fuch affiftance, to finith its improvementg
and it will be improper to lay it on be-
fore, as the ground ought to be ﬁrf{
fettled. . o

In the courfe of my practice, | I have
been inftrumental in the improvement of
confiderable tracts of land, of this fort ;
and have generally found it anfwer ex-
tremely well; for if the foil be tolerably
good, and the method of improving ii:
prudently confidered, it is very often an
eftate created, at a moderate expence,
The beft method of improving ~Waf’cé
lands is, that which tends to the mutual
advantage of landlord, and tenant. 'This
may be eafily done, by accommodating
the latter with a leafe of thirty yeafs,
and allowing him all the furze, fern, or

Cez " whatever
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whatever may be upon the land, at the

gime the improvement is begun, togg-

" ther with all he can grow upon it, du-

ring the firft three years of the term,
without requiring any advance of rent.
In the mean while, the Tandlord {hould
be at the expence, 0 of e1e€c1ng all necef~
far y, NEW fences, gates, and buildings;
and, at the end of the firlk three years,
be at the faxther expence of half the
charge of marling, chalkmg, or claymg,
which half of the expence w1ll be, from
thuty ﬂnlimgs to three pounds an acre,
according to the dd’tance, and dli’ﬁculty,

in gettmg the manure. Heze the 1and=-

}ord 8 Whole expence ends. For the next ;

three years, the tenant fhould pay five
ﬁnllmgs an acre, yearly, for the next

feven years, {even and {ix pence an acres;

and for the remaining feventeen years of

the demlfe, ten fh1ll.mos an acre ; which

may

[ 21 ]
may be fuppofed to be the medium value
of this fort of land when the cultivation
is completed. Some, of courfe, will be
of more, and fome of lefs value. This
method I have known to anfwer; but,
where a gentleman has feveral farms, in
the neighbourhood of any large walfte,
which he wants to improve, it will be
beft to divide the obje&t among feveral
tenants, as lefs expence will be required -
in buildings.’ Befides, where a man takes
a large tra&, fufficient for a farm of it-
felf, he will be feven years in clearing,
and breaking the whole of it up; and it
is not reafonable, to expect that his
leafe of thirty years fhould commence,
before the time of his clearing the
laft part. Upon thefe terms, there are
induﬁripus men enough to undertake
fuch improvements. A few words, and
ﬁorures, will {hew the landlord’s advan-

tage
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¢t worth two fhillings an acre in

ral ftate, and ten fhillings an acre
This
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I will calculate upon 5o

t.

acres, under every difadvantage ; {up-

2

fage in 1
1

<

ts natu

1

when improved.

pofing
i

B T ————




[

Vo
o
Cod
oo
P
o
bt
Nt
o

P

;
i
}
{
1
i
)

[ 24 1
This eftimate is drawn, as thoti’gh the
whole of the goo acres were broken up
in the firft year, and brought into condi-
tion; to receive the chalk, marl, or clay,

the _fourth year, as it thews the advan-

tage of this improvement in a clearer

manner, than it could otherwife have
been done. The fame fcale of calcula-
tion may be applied, to a greater; OF lefs,

proportion of ground.

F I N I K.




