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‘CONSEQUENCES’

Of Laymg an

Addltlonal Dmy

SPI RI ruous LIQ_UORS

29958/, HAT every endeavour
s to- 1mprove the mOl‘élls

dom, -has . truly ; merited ‘the com-
pliments that have been. pald ‘him,

for- hls laudable eﬂbrts to fupprefs
. B |

that

i % \ ‘of - the: people, fecure o
QAP their health, and en-

. courage 1nduf’cry, deferves applaufe, ~
‘nobody.ican deny ;- aconfequently

the: fight. reverend prelate by his

‘excellent fermon on Preventive Wlf
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‘that permcmus vieg of dram—drmk-

ing: neveithelefs, as " there 'is. 2

"pofﬁbllity ‘that . dlﬂ'erent confe-
- quénces may be deduced from very
‘well meant pr1nc1ples, that the beft
1intentions may be perVerted to very

bad ufes, it is to- be hoped a By-

flander may (without giving of-

v fence, or without being efteemed
“a patron of drunkennefs) object to
‘the meafures, that the public pa~,
‘pers-intimate are about to be un-
"-dertaken, for the cure of - the evils
' fo reafonably comiplained of.
o1t ‘may not be amifs to oblerve,
_that this fo univerfal depra' y.of
morals; is not confined to any par- -

“ticular rank, fex, " or age of our
“people; thls {pecies ‘of debauchery

has too certainly and - tdo fatally

diffufed itfelf, - as well among thofe
of ‘the hl heﬂ clafs ias the loweft 5
- andit would be equally wifeandne-
ceﬁ'ary to’ propofe a remedy for the

one

ity of

[

|

3]

one as the other; happy it - would
be were it poflible for both! And

’though the. mifchiefs arlﬁng from

it’s prevalence among the. latter,

~may be more confpicuous in gene-

ral than thofe of - the former, they

 are_alike dangerous in theu- con-
,fequences.. o .

‘That the frequent and 1mmode- '

-rate ufe of  {pirituous hquors, has

of late years increafed - exceflively
among ‘the inferior. -people; -and that

- it has been, and muft be extremely <
injurious to their ﬁrength and con-

{titutions ; that it muft difable them

from ]abour, and - confequently di-

~minith induftry, and bedetrimen-
- tal to the trade and . manufa&ures o
 of thefe kmgdoms, are truths that
-muft readily. be admitted : nor can
it be doubted, but if thofe of fupe-
rior. fortune . by ‘any.excefs, render
“themfelves incapable of, or unﬁt to
_perform the duties they owe to God -

Bz . ‘and
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their. country, but they become . e-
qually obnoxious to the ‘peace and.
welfare .of the community; ‘altoge-

ther: tnworthy members of {ociety,
and -ought as well to be reftrained
by fome . coercive. laws; - as thofe
who are not {o happy in large pof
feffions ; and however cuftom may

“have .- diftinguithed the ‘Patrician
fromthe ‘Plebeian, .that what fhall
be thought fa{hlonable and  excu-
fable in' the one,’ fhall be efteemed

vicious and pumfhable in the othér;

there can be no real diverfity in the
-drunken-
nefs will ﬂlll be drunkennefs, and
attended. in all with the fame mif~
chievous: effeds, : though ‘perhaps
jdlf'felently expreflfed; whether Gi-
tron-water or Anifeed; Ratlﬁa orGe-

‘ neva, Arrack or Br1t1ﬂ1 {pirits, Port
‘wine or: Porter, are the inftruments
“When the’ paﬂions are
“ enraged by the abufe of any inflam-

matory

nature | of  the oEence

e

[5]

matory liquors;. . the: only. difparity

‘ between the wealthy and the needy
- :that . wantonnefs - frequently

prompts the one- to 1ndecency and

~outrage, Whlle a {elf-occafioned
neceflity. urges. the other to a&s of
..Vlolence. = ' s L

_That a. reformatlon is+ neceﬁ'ary,

s umverfally agreed ; . but where |

and:in what manner it ought to be-

~gin, -is not fo. eafy to determine :
" the before-mentioned learned. Pre-
“late, as well as the Worfhlpful Au-
 thor of ‘an Enquiry into the caufes
 of thelateIncreafe of Street-Robbers, -

feem to have conﬁned their confide-
rations of this enormity; and. calcu-
lated thelr remedies to prevent it’s
Increafe, only to.the inferior fort of

people; though . it is not - hence to

be prefumed that elther of. thefe

great -men. intended.. thereby

+flatter .or connive at the debauches
of the. great or. that they could
' e 1ma.g1ne

e T Y SR e i < e e ?
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mrmgme, that vice accompamed with

power, may not be-’ permcmus to’
the'common' weal;and require re<
ftraint v oyet it is not impoflible; but
the' many-headed multitude "may
be induced to ‘think: themfelves/
{omewhat aggrleved by this ‘in-
vidious - diftinétion : ‘may not ‘ fuch
~ as by their fituation in’ hfe, are de-
- prived not only of all it’s comforts;
but even of ¢ almoft all it’s neceffa=

ries; think they have: reafon to com-~

plain of being abridged by law; ‘of
what they efteem: the only refrefh=
"ment in- their power ‘to procure?
Poveity may not only be the effed; .

but the “caufe “of “'dram—dnnkmg; :
“wwherefore ‘it “is to be withed; that
any- attempt ‘to prevent -the latter, -

will be accompanied with a selicf
to the former.” 507 o

-+ Nothirg ‘s hereby deﬁgned tg a
'vmdxcate a pra&rce fo “hateful -in
xt{'eif fo dreadfu'l in’ 1it’s cenfequences, |

and

o

, [ 7 }
and o juﬁly cendemned by every
fdber mduf’mous man ;- but oy

- to fubmit it to the conﬁdEration of
the pubhc, ‘Whiether; -as ‘this peftic

l’ehce is become fo: umverfal that

it’s ravages affect : as well the court'
atd city, as the' camp “and’ navy;

that with impunity it makesa dif-

- il haveck s well-among the tich

as'the poor;’ the propofed antidote

\ought to 'be ‘fo contrived, that it

may effe@uate a- cute ahke onall

- ranks of- perfons 2 EXperteh*ce foffi-
CIéntly evinees the powerfial influ<
ence of exatnple, whether good or

bad ; - even the foibles of ‘the" great,

‘are- genérally the obJe&s ‘of. imita~
tion to - their: lnfermrs 5 Wherefore |
it 'may be prefumed, as We]l as it's
| ‘gtieatly to'be haped - for, that ﬁheli

vittue and’ febrfety W@ﬂld n@t ‘be

| le{% exemp slified.

! How: far ‘what s fald to be the

‘?fmténdéd \alteratlon is irkely to pro-
: » duce
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‘duce the; defired effe, iis. 1yntended,
the further fubje& of " thefe con-

fiderations ; ‘which according: to.the

pubhc papers, is to-lay an addltlonal -

duty on all malt Apirits dittilled i in

: Englczm’ and .that no redifier or

compounder, fhall prefume - to,
make, . fell, . or. vend, -any, forelgn
//3 fplrlts, _except he . enters

‘a ftill of 100 gallons, and that the

fald duty be laid on all f’cock in

hand 83 _may not be. 1mpert1nent

,here to take _notice, . of the feveral
endeavours hel:etofore employed by .,
the leglﬂature, to put a-ftop to the

progrefs - of this growing mifchief.

In the year 1729, an a& was paﬁ'ed

~ for laymg an extraordmary duty on
all compound waters -and fpirits 3
which . after having . been experi-

enced . for upwards of three . years,

~ was not only found 1neﬁ‘e&ual but.

and accordmgly in
I 73 3 it was repealed, Becaufe it
- bad

[9]

Zmd éeefz a’ dz/éozzmgement jo the o

diftilling - of - [pirits Sfrom: corn in

Great—Brltaln cma’ that Sfor the en-

coumgement af the - expormtzm of
- Jpirits drawn - from: corn in: Great-
Britain, g drawback or allowance’ of
6..8s. per ton; was 10 be paid and al-

| lowea’ on the expormz‘zm zbereof But

this p01fon growing ftill more diffu-
five and dangerous, it was thought

e neceﬁ'ary to fub_]eé’c not only all com-

pound waters, - but all {pirituous
liquors, ‘which-any retailer thould
from and . after the 24th- da of

vv j’zme 17 36 be poﬂeffed of, to the

payment of a duty of 20 s.'a gal-

Jon, and that every retaller of the

;aforefald liquors thould pay 50/ a

- cyear fora hcence, for his fo deal-
*.ing: this was at-that time thought =

to amount almoﬁ to.a - proh1b1t10n,
and oppofed as an-intolerable grie-

-vance upon the diftillers, -and as an
vm_]unous oppreﬂion on our foreign

colomes 3
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colonies ;- and notwrchﬂandmg this
law was then paffed;’ notw1thﬁand—

 ing it was rigoroufly executed,:

it was." foon found to be: of httle-

eﬁ'e& and that: the terrors of ims
prlfonment were of no avail, to de- '
ter men from the: mdulgence of 4

v1c1ous pleafure “wherefore in the
year 1738, it was: deemed “expes

“dient to enforce the: execuuon “of

this law, by another more: fevere.
Still vain was every attempt to- this
purpofe, the laws were ¢luded,
and .the . people ‘not in -the lea.ﬂ
amended : therefore in 17472; - the

~aforefaid - law: was: repealed ée—
mz_zﬁe great i ﬁczzlz‘zes and incon-

weniences had - czﬁeﬂded z‘be pzm‘mg
the faid aft in execution, “and the

| ﬁzﬁze had not been: fozﬁm’ efké?zml z‘o |

z:,ée pzzrpq/és intended,

A misfortune that. has attended
thefe repeated -efforts is ‘ot only
that they have done o’ ‘good, but

that T

[ 1]
that they: have been produdive of -
many “evils: parucularly by encou-
raging idlenef§; 2 vice they were

;Intended to cure: ‘it is Well known

bitt 'a‘few years:agon; many’ pro-
fligate fellows: rather than' follow

any lawful employment, “fet ‘up.

the trade of ‘informing, . .and made

it their bufines, ito g0 -about :like
~ the Devil, » feeking
'might devour, hke him, firft fes
ducmg the unwary by various ar+ -
tifices to ‘offend; *and’ then ‘betray~

Whom ‘they |

ing ‘them for - oﬂ'endmg ‘by: the

moft flagrant perjuries attempting,

and too often eﬂ'e&mg, the ruin  of -
many families ; * hence: proceeded
fuch clamours, dlﬁurbances, and

~ riots, " as* greatly: ‘endangered the
-~ peace of ‘the-whole kingdom, and

more: partlcularly annoyed thls

'g1 eat’ metropohs

i Tho™it: is’ extremely te be wxfh—

ed that the- prefent deﬁgn might

o 2 e TS B £




of gratlfylng them, and by addzng

[r2]

~be attended with the expe&ed fuc-
cefs, yet it is as much to be feared

it willnot ; nay, that: many incon-
veniences may. follow the carrylng

. fuch a law into -execution ;- a law;
that feems calculated to aﬁ‘eé’t only

the very pooreft:of the poor: the

handicraft, ,the manufa@curer, the
]abourer, Wlll ftill have it in-their

a ‘'debauchy

power ‘to’ purchafe =}
though at. greater expence :iand

from -the : experlenced perverfeneﬁ;‘
of mankind, more efpecially where

the gratlﬁcatlon of a favourite ap-

petite is obftru@ed,’ it-may. notun-

‘reafonably . be . apprehended that

the add1t10nal expenee Wdl be {o
far. from belng the means of pre-

‘venting ‘their endeavours toindulge
: themfelves, or the. confequences of

‘that 1ndu1genee, that, on -the con-

trary, . their inclinations will grow

ftronger, even from the difficulty

to

e e e = T
e TR - s
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to their extravagance, their necef.

fities, Wlll be .increafed, and thelr
temptations t to 1llegal methods of

{upplying their, wants’ proportlo- ,
| nally augmented. -

+The lofs the revenue Wlll 1n .all

“ii}

probablhty fuffer, from. this new

regulation;- deferves to. be. very . fe—
rioufly conﬁdered the heavy debt,
the nation at: prefent labours ‘under,

| the ‘numerous .. taxes the tradmg
] part of the people have fo. long
been ‘obliged . to- pay,, and ‘the di-
'»ﬂant profpect . of obtalnlng rehef N

muf’t ‘afford . very melancholy ré-

' ﬂeé’aons H the reduction of. 1ntereﬂ

gave Juf’c expeé’catlons of a reduc-'
tion of . fome of thofe taxes,:. that

, pr1nc1pally affe& the neceflaries of

life : :nor is it to; be doubted from

his Majefty’s ‘known paternal care

for the welfare of his fubjes, , and
from the wifdom of the leglﬂature,

ebut the firfk favourable .opportu-

o | nity

TR T -




[ 14 ] ~
mty ‘would have: been: taken, to
have fully anfwered thofe expe&a-
tions :~ but if this- dlmmutlon takes

. ,Place, thefe taxes muf’c not only be - |
continued, but perhaps mcreafed -

the fober and " 1nduﬁr10us, Who
have ‘long'chearfully’ borne “the

Greateﬂ: part ‘of this burthen, muﬂ;\
hereby have it'as it were rivetted to-

their fhotilders;  in“order to," ‘what?

To' wafli the: Etbzopmn white, ¢ ‘to
teclaim’ the idl¢ 'and incorrigibles
the ufeful’ part of the fubJe&s, muft

be’ facrlﬁced ‘to . the vices of ‘the

'abandoned and ufele{é- Uist it notr .
| rather to'be feared ‘that fuch pro— |
ceedmgs may dr1ve the careful and

honeft to’ defparr, arid’ induce’ them
to becorne paitakérs’of the" crlrnes
_of the carelefs arid proﬂlgate P

- Another inconvenience that ‘may

be apprehended -is, that this dimi:

nution of the - revenue,’ Wln ‘1ot

proceed o' much from ‘any falu-

tary

[15]

tary effet of this propofed: fcheme, |
as. from the encouragement it .will

giveito fmuggling: the feafonable
feverity of the-laws, and the: vigi-

lanceof the magrﬁracy in the: execu~

tion of them; ‘has now. nearly broke
the knots of “thefe daring villains ;

‘but this will open a. new. door for
them, this- will revive their now
drooping - {pirits : ~they will . 'no
longer.be conﬁdered as aterror to
- their-poorer nelghbours, but rather -
as -benefadors ;ifor . fuch. are the
- bewrtchmg charms of this Circzan
“cup, - to ‘thofe ‘that have beeri - ufed .
~to'it, that friénds, fatmly, every

thmg that. ought ‘to-be efteemed

dear to them, is forgot for the fake
of - thefe i intoxicating liquors: and
‘while ﬁnugglcrs can {ell a' dram.
‘cheaper than it ‘can be otherwife
~ “purchafed, (and that they may do
‘it under- this: additional duty needs -
no 111uﬂ'rat10n) they erl be affured

of
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-+ It.may- be further dreaded, “if

fuch a; law fhould pafs, efpecially
at prefent, | whether it could -be
carried - into . execution, ‘without :

~occafioning. great difquiets ; - the

- ifcaﬁdaldus libels * that “have lately

of not only the protection, but the
affiftance  of the populace.” : In
fhort, inftead ‘of - having ' private
and -paiticular gangs; fhall we not.
become almoft  a nation of ‘fmug-

‘glers? And as it has been éllOWed;
that the army is not " free from the
‘contagion, it is doubtful whether

»t’hey will not be. rather ”read}f; to
fuccour - than fupprefs . them :-the

- delicacy. of : flavour is - not courted
by ‘the vulgar, what they chiefly

~régard, is -it’s -being a dram;. and

if they. can procure it -llegally, at -

- lefs expenice than the law will af}-

- ford it.to them, they will make

‘no feruple of indu]ging,:‘thf;mﬁfelﬂvés

~ been

oty
been difperfed, manifeft’ the arti.

~ fices that have been ufed to ftir up

- difcontents among ”hiéfMéj’eﬁy’é
{ubje@s: “and the people of one of -
- thefe great “cities, have induftri-
- oufly been taught to think them-

felves aggrieved by - a late tran{-
action: the tranfition from difcon-
tent to difaffe@ion; is too obvious

. to be negle@ed' by the enemies to
| ’Oui‘i-‘ prefent. happy "é[’;ablifhrﬁénti o

if any fuch there are ; -nor would

they fail to' em brace the o“p‘pgr‘tuf

~nity. of heightning the murmurs
~ that will neceffarily arife, ‘fromde-
priving -the 'c\o'z“rimdnalty_bf ‘a‘dar-

ling attachment, into tumults, per-

- haps into,- what God forbid; what
~ isnot fit to be 'nélpéd.’ ‘Wherefore -
. 1f this a&t fhould obtdin the affent

of the Legiflature, itis to be with-

-ed,” as'it muft be thought ':o’nly,'a "
- further and a neceffary piece of
Preventive Wifdom, that his Ma-

D' efty,




. {18] ‘_ |

jefty, as in times of the greateft
danger, may be invefted with ex-
traordinary powers,- as well to hin-
der the outrages of : fmugglers, ‘as

~other -inteftine diforders that.may

be co'nfequcnt,”ther_eon, nefgﬂid.dg—:
irimenti -capiat«R%ﬁuéZica. SIRTRNEEY

_-Asitisto be Prefumed) ",t'hat the

_ funds “neceffary to: prov_ide’_ﬁfqr ‘the |

“exigencies of the’ ftate, are for the
~ moft part confidered and Hettled
by thofe Gentlemen, whofe im-

~ mediate province it 1s to take that
_care, - previous to - the meeting ‘of
-, theparliament: ~may not fuch a

fudden and. unexpected application,
whereby the publick revenue muft

in courfe undergo great alterations,

appear to fome calculated rather.to
~ ferve the purpofes of a party,- de-

ﬁr‘ous -or . determined . to diftrefs
an - adminiftration, - than ‘that.- any

" material benefits - were . expected
from it? Would it not be : dedu-

cing

o]

cing:a confequence very bad in it-

this arrow, which feems deftined

r om bis 'LO}’di}iip’yslquﬁiver ? And
- will'it. not be matter of great con-

| latg, ‘to find his pious intentions fo

' fa_r‘s perverted,: as to- be :made the
‘inftruments of fomenting divifions,

- and -opprefling - the‘:?gommment;s

- men in - favour of - their particular
- paflions, that if by art or ‘accident
they happen to be extraordinarily
-animated, :the ' voice of reafon is
feldorn capable of reftraining their
- impetuofity'; and it is evident, that

~mation. "

- trated under  the ‘matk of refor-
-~ D 2 | _'.»,'Th'e

Rt

. R

| felf, and very injurious to the Right -
- ReV;-jAut.hor, from his fo well: de-
té ~ figned principles,- to infinuate that

againft. the quiet” and fecurity of
the commonwealth, was drawn

cern' to that eminently good Pre- .

Yet fuch is the partiality of moft

many mifchiefs. have been perpe-
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The .experiment has been ‘al-
| ready frequently . tr1ed and has

been' found - fruitlefs 'in- regard to

the people, dangerous to the peace
of the realm, and ‘a dlfcourage-» |

".ment to trade, “which ought to be

the pr1nc1pa1 object of care:in a

commercial - kingdom. - If every

{fubje¢t of abufe muft be loaded

with extraordinary taxes, itis to be -
feared; that even the- neceffaries

of hfe, could not be proeured with-
out very great expence: or if im-
- pofts and reftraints - are to be laid

upon part1cular commodltles, ac~
~cording .as- they are: approved or
~ condemned by the Medical-tribe,

{ome of the moft valuable branches
~of -commerce, would in‘ all- pro

N babﬂlty be endangered if ‘not
Joft :* tea - and coffee has- been -as

~much dlfapproved ‘and decried as
prejudicial to health, by many of
thofe learned Gentlemen, as fpirits :

~ many

[ 21 ] |
many other juft complaints - have
likewife been brought. againft the

“ufe ~of thefe liquors among. the,
- poor; as that they caufe great wafte
~ of time, - have introduced idlenefs,

and occaﬁoned the increafe of the

~ vice now-intended to"be reftrain--
~ed: all: this is but tootrue, efpe-
cially ameng: the female fex 3 who
by at firft accuﬂomlng themfelves _

to drops, . to prevent or remove the
languors neceffarily incident toim-

- moderate draughts of tea;  proceed
‘too often in a regular ‘progreffion,
from drops to fpoonfuls, ‘and ﬁ'om

\ "fpoonfuls to -drams:’ nothlng
~_more common, even:in our. pubhc |
- coffee-houfes, than to hear brandy,

’ ~or as the more pohte term ity French .-
cream, called for. to mixin coffee.
‘Neverthelefs, was: any attempt to

- be made for. the better reftraining

. the poor. from the ufe. of .tea and

| icoffee, it would -undoubtedly be

ﬂ:rongly
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frongly oppofed by every perfon

concerned -in the profits of thofe

commodities : it -would ‘be “con-
- dered by every -dealer in them as
an invafion of -his rights, and 'a
fort of debarring him from getting
his- livelihood : ‘partial reftriGtions
upon particular branches of trade,
will- ever appear grievous-and ‘op-

preﬁive, ‘and - confequently -raife

heats, ammoﬁtles, and - diffatisfac-
tion, among thofe that thmk them— |

{elves o oppreffed. -

- When- any dlfeafe has dlﬁcufed‘;

1tfelf ‘through the whole fabrick;

when the mafs of blood is entlrely
. tainted, ‘local apphcatlons to parti- -
cular ‘parts, will never. be of : any

real: fervice; {o- when any vice:is

'i'become,fo general ‘thata whole
- nation is'infected with it, it:isin
vain to imagine any remedy that is

confined to a’particular clafs of the

“people can “be effeGual. - To'ufe

A B i |

‘[ 23 ]

- the words of ‘a certain noble lord,

« The morals and habits of a peo-~
<. ple, are to be correéted by Whol—
“_.fome advice and good example,

-« not ‘by fevere precepts and . rigo-

‘. rous pumfhments : let. the bet-

« ter fort refrain from the immo-

_.ff;iderate ufe. of fpmtuous hquors, |

¢_and the meaner fort foon . will.

| SEQ}TO mdulge the rlch in excefs,

¢ .while the poor, are. pumihed for
« the moderate ufe, 'is like .fome

% Romifb priefts, who fell mdul- |

- ¢« _gences for the hlgheﬁ crimes to

«_thofe. that can _purchafe them,

¢ but damn- the poor for vehial of- _' |

““

¢ fences” . .-

It is the vice. that proceeds froxn

1 the abufe of. thefe liquors which

- requlres attention, - not the- ‘mode-

rate ufe of that proh1b1t10n ;. and

B ‘what feems to be chleﬂy wanting,

. are either the due execution of -the

R e e

laws againft drunkerinefs, or an en-

B forcement of them with feverer pu-

mﬂlments, |




I - |
o ;. ‘"mfhments, to be mﬂl&ed on alI
L perfons Who thall® hereafter get‘f»
- drunk,” “or {hal] allow any perfon to
. get drunk inany of their refpeé’clve |
s houfes ‘this is'the moft hkely me-

 thod t6 put‘a ftop'to that” pern1c1-
ous practice ‘of drmklng to excefs’

- nor could fuch alaw give’ offence to

| ,_‘any partrcu]ar rank of- people 'be=
caufe it would: equally affe&t the
Wwholé." " Iiftead of - contrwmg pu-

| | ,:mihments, for what' the’poor can-=

- not fometrmeQ avord for idlenefs; -

e  which1 15 for the mof’c part the cdufe

o of other vices '”‘Let proper employ-. "
D ments be’ found® out-for them < lét
the induftrious be rewarded ind
the indolent: compelled let better

care be taken for the' rehef of fuch'
as from age or mﬁrmrty, are unable'
to provrde for themfelves : fo may

we ‘Hope to feeour ﬁreets clear of 1
. beggars, or highways freed fromvie=
| - lence, ‘and’ INDUSTRY and’ 8O-
i '-_BRIETYﬂourrfh thro’ thekm domr
i b




