v

11

32-21

5 '.:RAN SAC iz:I. N S |

OF THF

7 8 9
Ll

6

BRITISH Squadrons n the Ea/i-» .
Im’m durmo- the late War , |

4 5

Cornprehpndmg, g ST

A partlcular AC COUNT of the Lofs of' ]
| Maparas, the Operations of the Squadron’ R
. under the Command of . Admiral Griffin, in .
i.  relation to which he j is to be tried bya Court“-- S
Martial, at Chatham, on Monday, December S
{1 the thll'd and the Siege of Pontickery, byf S
- V‘Admlral Ba/&awen “Together with - fo =

i, Account of the Countries, and the Furopea”;; o
- Settlements in them, &¢.- With many other
jsi Partlculars never before made pubhck o

2

1

3
ot wobn i b b nodnodan by

0

By an OFFICER ubaﬁ’m d in szwﬁ Squadrm ‘

RIS LONDO]v

Prmtcd for D. Wu.sow at’ Plato’s H ‘
; | Ramzd-CazM Jin the,Szraﬂd i\’iDCgﬁI n¢ar




"EAST INDIES.

. o R N SELE

P O N the Declaration of War with
| France, in’ March 1944, ~a Squadron of -
] 4 Meén of War was fitted out at Pors/-

./ mouth to proteét our Company’s Trade,

- and diftref§ that of the French in the Eaft Indies 4
which being ready to proceed on the Voyage, under
the Command of Commodore Barmez, in the Depr-
ford, of 6o Guns, on the firft Day of May following

- we fail’d from the Iffe of Wight in'the Prefion, of 5o,

- commanded by the Right Hon, the Earl of Nor-
thefk, in Company 'with that Ship s the Medway
likewife of ‘60, and the Dolpbin of 20 Guns. We
fteer’d out of the Channel with. a fair 'Wind at
ENE, and met with nothing worth Obfervation
till we faw the Canary Iflands, which are feven in -
Number, and fo called from  the great” Quantity of -
‘Dogs that were found in them, when firft difcover’d
by the Spaniards in the Year 1402,
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(2) .

The 20th of May we pafi’d between the Iflands
- Grand Canary and Teneriff, and faw the famous Pique
above the Clouds, which when we: computed our=
- felves to be 32 Miles from it, we found to have
~mearly two Miles of perpendicular Height by the
Angle of Elevation, taken by a Quadrant at” that
fuppos’d Diftance. It lies in the Latitude of 28°.
20™. North, and by our Reckonings is about 10°.
50™. of Longitude to the Weftward of the Meridian
of the Lizard. It is look’d upon to be the higheft
Land in the World, for it may be feen diftinctly in
a clear Day 30 Leaguesoff, and.there is no goingup
to the Top of it, which is a good Day’s Journey,
- but in the Months of Fuly and Auguft; becaufe dur-
ing all the reft of the Year, °tiscover’d with Snow,
tho’ there is never any feen in the other Parts of that
or at all in the other Canary Iflands, which can be
plainly difcover’d from the Pigue, - tho’ {ome of

them are, atleaft, 50 Leagues diftant from it.

" May the 25th, in the Afternoon, we faw the Z/le ‘

of May, one of the Cape de VerdIflands, which tho’
not large, but furrounded with Shoals, is a Place very

much frequented by our Britifh Shipping for its great
Plenty of Salt * made in Ponds by the Heat of the

Sun, The Inhabitants are Blacks that were fettled
there and in the other Cape de Verd Iflands from the
Coaft of Guinea, when they were firft difcovered by
the Portugueze, who have Governors in themall, who

- are fubject to the King of Porugal’s Vice Roy at
St. Jago, which lies in the Latitude of 14°% 55™
North, and 23°. 16" Weft from the Meridian of

* The Liberty of gathering Salt at the [fle of May was granted to the
Englifb only, as Part of the: Dowry . of Catherine of Portugal to King

Charles the Second, .7~ 10
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London; is about 5 Leagues to the Weftward of the
fte of May, and is the largeft and beft inhabited ‘of
all the Cape de Verds, but mountainous, ‘and " has
much barren Ground in it.  On ‘the Eaft Side there
isa Harbour call’d Port Praya where moft Ships that
are bound to the Eaf Indies touch for a Supply of
Water and freth Stock, ‘as does their own Porsugneze
Fleet for Brazil. While any Ships are there, the
Country People difpofe of Goats, Hogs, Fowls, ¢5¢.
to the Seamen, 'in Exchange for any' Sort of old
Cloaths; they are'much inclin’d to be thievith, and
will over-reach thofe that have Dealings with them
if poflible.  When we were there, one of our Sailors

ftraggling from the Tents which we had " pitch’d for

the Conveniency of our People that were filling our
Water Cafks, was taken hold of by fome of them,

| :&ript"t’o' the Skin - of what Cloaths he had  on and

tied to 'a Tree, where he wasfound by fome of -out
Men coming that Way, “and let loofe after having

been confin’d in that Situation for a whole Night,
*May the 26th. in the Forenoon, ‘our Squadron.
anchor’d in Port Praya Bay, about two Miles “and a
half from a Fort on the Top of a Hill, com-

“manding the Bottom of the Bay ; the Extremities of

which when we were moor’d bore Eb.N. and Wb.S.
the Depth of Water being 15 Fathoms with rocky
Ground. - Soon after we got in we began'to fend
afhore all our empty Water Cafks to be fill*'d 3 like-
wife we found lying in the Bay a Spanifb Ptivateer,

- which ourCommodore wou’d not have molefted, but

obferv’d the Neutrality of the King of Portugals Port,

had he not; foon after we came in, been inform’d

from the'Shore, that the Privateer had taken and burnt.

fome Englifb Veflels ac the Ifle of Mays upon which

we fent our Boats on'board,and took Poffeffion of her

and a Britif. Ship fhe had ':;ikt:na;d‘c;,a,‘:Priyzé; of. We

B2 - found
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found about feventy Spaniards on beard them both,

- which our.Commodore. thought praper to turn

athore, and the Galloper Sloop, - which had come
from Portfinouth with us, having on. board Stores
for the Squadron, was fent aftera Brigantine we faw
about 4 Leagues from the Ifland, which was broughs

~ in by hery fhe had been taken by the Spaniards at the

fame Time as the Ship was, and twelve Englifomey
who had carried her out of the Bay the Night before
our Arrival were kill’d by fome Spaniards, - whom
they had not confin’d with fo much Security as is
neceffary upon fuch an Qccafion, thefe (the Spazi-

ards ) left the Brigantine as foon as they faw the Sleop
coming towards them,  and got athore ina Béat a¢
another Part of the Ifland.. -~ . .

Flames burfting out of the Top of the burning Ifland
of Foge, which is but {mall, being about 5 Leagues
to the S. W. of St. Jago, and exaétly like a Moun-

tain in the Sea; ’tis of a confiderable Height, andis

feen to fmoke . very much in the Day Time, the

then it may bea great Wayoff, . . .~
. June 4th. Having got all our Water on board, and
being otherwife ready for Sea, the Squadron weigh’d

Flames being only ta be difeover’d in the Night, and

- and fteer’d tothe Southward with the Wind arN.E. ag

did likewife the Brigantine, which with our Tender

- the Gallgper, when out of Sight of the Ifland, haul’d
- away, to the Weftward, being bound for the W%#
Indjes; our Commodore having reftor’d the two. res
- taken Veflels. to their former Mafters, ‘the Ship be-
- longing to Glafgow, and the Brig to New York, and
- {old the Privatecr to the Portugueze for 1200 Dollars,
| Welikewife had taken every thing oyt of the Sleop

- thatbelong’d to-us before we difcharg’d her, -~

~ When we lay in Port Praya “Baj?, wefaw fhé .

| , (5)
~ June the 21ft. We crofs’d the ZEquino&ial Line
within a Degree of the Meridian of St. Fago, and

ftood to the South-weftward aWi{h“thé’ S.E. Trade

Wind, e
- Jul the gth. in the Night, being in‘the Latitude

of 20° 40™. South, ‘and 10°. 00™ of Longitude
4 s g

made Weft from St. Fapo, Variation from Azimuth
5°. oo™, Haflterly, we parted Company in the Prefion

with the Commodore and 'the reft of the Squadron, - |

and we then had the Winds variable from N N W.

- to ESE. which continued fo till the 26th. having;

during that Time, - fteer’d Eaft: Southerly ;  aftes

“that we began to have frefh Gales from the Souths
weftward, which lafted till we ftruck Soundings on
-~ the Bank of Cape Lagullas, viz. the 6th of Aygup;

when we had 70 Fathom Water, and were that Day
at:Noon in the Latitude of 35° 14™ South; and had

made 460, 30™, of Longitude Faft from St. Fago,

Variation per-Azimuth 18°, 30™ Weft. =~
- September the 2d.- We arriv’d in' St.” dugufline’s
Bay, at the Mland of Madagafcar, which lies in the

Latitude of 232 00™. Seuth, and' we found. to be

71 Degrees to the Eaftward of the Meridian of St.

Fago, and 24" 30" of the Soundings off Cope

Logullas. -

.- We moor’d our«:Ship“ w}vifth'vtl:xé N‘orth‘m‘oﬁi Anchor" |
“in 35, and the fmalleft in 15 Fathom Water, having

at our Arrival found our Commodore and ‘the other

~ two ' Ships of the Squadron which' had got there
~only four Days beforeus, - T
The next Day after we came into the Bay, wa
fent all our fick Men, about 70.in° Number, afhore.
toa Tent” we pitch’d for them near the W atering
- Rlace, which was ata fmall River, and employ’d the
reft of the Ship’sCompany in ever-hauling the Rigg-

ing, and getting on board Wood and. Water. =




- Mabometans on the Continents, -
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“This Part of that Ifland abounds in great Plenty
of fine Cattle, and the Beef is very good for prefenit
Ulfe, not coming far thortof our Englifh; while we
lay there it was ferv’d daily to our Ships Crews, and
when we came away each of them had as many Bul-

locks alive upon Deck “as could be’ carried  without

hindering their Working ; there is likewife abundance
of Sheep, Fowls, &¢. which the Inhabitants difpofe
of by exchanging them for Pieces of old Linnen

Cloth, Knives, Needles, and other Trinkets. - The

great-Men among them, to whom' the Cattle be-
long, are very much delighted with Mufquets and
other Fire Arms, for Ihave feen an old Mufquet,
not worth Half a Crown, purchafe a Bullock of above

6oolb Weight 3 and ‘the “beft of them that was
bought for Money did not coft above 6 SpanifbDollars.

" The Inhabitants at ‘St. Auguftine’s Bay, 'who are

all Blacks, are much more civiliz’d than thofe which

live more remote from' that Part of the Sea Coaft of

the Ifland, on Account of -the frequent Commerce

they have with Europeans, who often touch there;

“they live in fmall Huts not fix Feet high, built of
Bamboo (a hollow Sort of  Cane); their chief Subfif- i
tence is upon Riceand Iudian Corn, and I have Rea-
fon to believe that their great Men keep the poorer

Sort under vaft Subjection 5 - for when we kill’d éur

~ Cattle, I have feen them very glad to have the Guts
and Intrails, and without being at the Trouble to
clean them of the Excrements, wou’d drefs them
and make a hearty Meal without fhewing the leaft
Difguft; they live with their Wives and  Children -
three or four Familiesin one Hut, tho” they have a"

great Abhorrence for Polygamy. =~

' Their Religion is Mabometan, but they differ ‘in -
. their Rites and Ceremonies from the Turks and other”

© The
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- The Day before we fail’d, the King' of that Pare
of the Country, call’d the King of Baba, came down

to the Watering Plrce, attended with about Five-

hundred of his Grandees, who, with their Mafter,
had nothing to cover them except a fmmal! Piece of
C‘!ot;h about their Middle ; they: were arm’d chieﬁy,{'
with Lances which they all throw with great Dexte-
rity 3 {everal of them-alfo had Muflquets, which they
are at great Pains to keep bright and clean. They
are a People of a warlike, orrather barbarous Difpo--
ﬁtlon,;for when  any Europeans come there to pur-
ch‘afe Slaves, they foon find a Pretence, if never o
frxvolous,f to declare- War with .their ‘Neighbours,
and full vpon them while unprovided, atterwards’
difpofing of all the Prifoners they - take in that.
Manner. R LI

The King of Babawas of fuch an uncommonly’
large Size of Body, as not to be able to walk with-
out the Affiftance of fome of his Attendants; and.
when he travel’d he was carried upon.a Sort of Hur-

_ dle made of feveral thort Pieces of Wood laid acrofs

and two long Pieces at each Side by fix or more Men,
according to the Hafte his Majeity happened to be -
in 3 he was extreamly well pleas’d with fome Brandy.
that was given him, for he drank itas if it had been

The Soil of - this Part of the Ifland is very fruitful,
affording in. great Plenty whatever the. Inhabirants.
think proper to plant or fow, . as neceffary for their
Subfiftacce, as well -as Sugar Cane, Tobacco, e,

| growing wild ; “the Country is very ‘full of Trees,

and has many inland high Mountaias, - but near the

Sea’tislowand éven... . . . .
September. the 14th, having got on board all our

Wa’,ter’ and Wood, and moft of our fick Men reco-

ver'd, we fild with the Squadren out of the Bay,

' AR cand
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and ftood to the Southward with variable Winds,
till we were got in the Latitude of 34°. oo™ South,
when we found freth Gales of Wefterly Wmds, and
then fteer’d to the Eaftward.

Oftober the 8th, we faw the Ifland of St. Pcml
which 1s very high Land, and is about 4 Leagues in
Length from Eaft to Weft, ’tis the Northmoft of
the two Iflands which are promifcuoufly call’d St.
Paul and Amferdam, and we found it to be in the
Latitude of 38° oo™ South, and about 38 Degrees
of Longitude to the Eaflward of St. ﬂuguﬁmes

Oftober the 1oth, the Medway and Dolphin parted
Company with us, being bound for the Streights of
Malacca’ to croize for French Ships coming from
Manila, and we, with the Deptford our Commodore,
made the beft of our Way for the Sireights of
Sunda.

November the 6th. we amv’d at Princes Ifland,
which is quite full of Trees, and being about 6
Leagues in Circumference, is but thinly inhabited by
Malayes, the fame Sort of People with thofe of
Fava, concerning whom I defign afterwards to fay
fomething,

Prince’s Ifland is about three Leagues from the
South-weft Point of Fava, and the Entrance of the
Streights of Sunda s there moft Ships from China and
other Places touch for Water before they proceed on
their Voyages. We ftay’d two Days ‘at it to recruit
our Water, and then fail’d for Batavia, where we
arriv’d the 11th. in Company with the Deptford, and
after taking on board a Stock of Arrack, with a
Supply of fome other Provifions we wanted, fail’d
again from thence to cruize for the French Ships
expected from China in the Szrengts of Banca, which

are between the Ifland of that Name and Sumatra,

6 where

clofe aboard in failing along.
_'the Morning of the 26th, we both got under Sail,
and pxy’d to Windward (with Dutch Colours up,
“and our Ships otherwife much d: fguifed) till Nine,

(9)

where we continued fome Time, and fpoke with all
Veflels that paffed, having plyed to Windward, viz.
to the NW, (that M: snfoon conftantly bnowmcr be-
tween the Months of Ofeber and April, amonof‘c all
the Sunda and Molucea Iﬁands, and on the Coaf.‘c of
China, the SW, Wind prevailing in thole Parts, with
frequent Storms and rainy Weather during the other
Months of the Year) and kept when under Sail, be-
tween 4 + Fathom Water, muddy Glound, about
a Mile and a half from the Samaira Saon, ‘which is
very low Land, and 12 or 13 Fathom in the mid-
dle of the Channcl, in moft Plices about 7 Leagues
broad, towards the Banca Shore, near which the
Ground is foul and rock), that Iﬂanu being hrcrh and
mountainous. _

We had got no furthﬂr up the Streights than be-
tween the fecond and third Points of Sumatra, as the
Current or Tide only favourd us, by fetting to
Windward about the Full and Change of the Moon,
on the 25th of Fanuary, when at Six in the Aftero
noon, we faw three large Sh(ps off the thnd Point,

coming down the Slrezghts As foon as ’twas’ dark,

buna at Anchor in the Mid- Channcl we wemhed‘

,w:th the Com.nodore, and ftood over towards the
~ Sumatra Shore, and anchored at Nme, in ro * Fa-
thom Water, that the Sths might not pafs us un-

feen in the tht, as ’ts common to keep the Land
" At Four o’Clock in

when the three Ships we faw the ] V:ght before, Hav—
ing French Colours flying came up with us tht.

~ hoifted our Englifp Enfign, é9¢. as did the Commo—
~dore with his broad. red Pendant at the Main-top-
| maﬁ: Head ‘and qttackad the Eany wxrh a total

163 o dlfahame
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dxfcharcre of the great Guns and fmall Arms, which
they 1mmedute!y returned in the fame Manner, and
we both continued clofely engaged with them till
Eleven o’Clock, when they all ftruck their Colours,
not being any longer able to ftand our Fire, which
had damaoed their nggmg very much, and otherwife
dxfabled them gréatly.
 We fent our Boats on Board, and took Poffeffion
of them, being three French ShlpS bound to Europe,
richly laden from China 3 and call’d the Daupbin,
jafon, and Herczzles
~ "We tcok 135 Prifoners out of the Hercules, and
- fent one of our Licutenants with 40 Men to com-

mand her, the Commodore taking Care of the other

two Ships 5 and then ‘we both anchor’d with our
Prizes near Sumatra’s fecond Point, to repair the Da-
mage done our Rigging in the Engagement, in
" which we had our Main-maft and Main-top-maft
render’d unferviceable, our Jibb-boom quite fhot a-
way, three Men kill’d, and feveral wounded. =
Fanuary the 27th, we weighed, and fteer’d to the

fouthward, in Company with the Commodore and

Prizes, and paffed the {mall land of Lucipara,
which is about. 3, Miles in ercumference, very low,
and quite cover’d with Trees, is furrounded with

| Shoals, and lies nearly in the Mid- Channel, between

theSouthmoft Part of Baznca,and the Shore of Sumatra,
being about 5 Leagues from either Side of the
“Streights, which are not fo broad further to the
Northward.
parted Company with our Ship, and proceeded for
Ba  pia, while we kept on for Princes-[fland, where
we arrived the sth of Febmary, and after taking
~in, fome. Water and Wood, failed again from xt,
to wait in the Streights of Szmda for fome Englifb

jthps coming from Cbzmz, on account of fending
homc, .

On the 3:& the Deptford and Prizes-

(11)

home by them a Packet we had on board from
the Commodore, February the 13th, the 2ork and
Strafford, the thps we expected, anchor’d near
where we lay in 28 Fathom Water, Bantam Point
bearmo S. L E. dxi’cmce about 8 Ieagues ; and we
put on  board them feven of the principal French Of-
ficers that were Prifoners in our Ship, to be carried
to England, on their Parole, with Mr, Barnes’s Dif
patches for the Lords of the Admiralty.  After ftop-
ping a few Hours, the two Ships left us, and we pro-
ceeded for Batavia, where we arrived the 16th Inft.

arid found the Depzfard and Prizes, feveral Dutch
Ships, the Fame and Winchelfea Englifp Privateers,

with three of our Company” s Ships, and a vaft Num-
ber of China Junks, which® are large unhandy Vef-
fels, havmO commonly on board feverql hundred Fa-

- milies of Cbmefe, and come yearly laden with the

Commodities of their Country, and return home a-

‘gain with a fair Wind, after their Merchants have
difpos’d of their own and purchas’d other Effeéts.

Soon after we came into the Road, we were in-

'form’d that the Commodore had fod ‘the three

French Ships to the Dutch Governor for 420001,
which difappointed us very much in our Expe€lations,

~ as we imagined they wou’d have been fold to better
‘Advantage, for they were fine Ships, of above 600
‘Tons each, and had carried more Money to C/mm
to purchafe their Cargoes. “

Fepruary the 22d, "the Medway and Dolp/om an-

g }chor’d in the Road with two French Prizes, taken by
them in the Screights of Malacca, one of them being

a Company’s Ship lately come from Europe, and the
other a2 fmall Ship belonging  to Pontwloery, with-

~ "600oa 1. in Silver on. board from Manils. The frft
of thefe Ships was foon after purchas’d by our Com-
modore, who m:;de a ﬁxth Rate Man of War of

Ca v her,
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her, with 30 Guns, and call’d her the Medway's
Prize ; the Dolphin at the fame Time being conver-

~ ted into an Holpital and Storefhip.. .

During our Stay at Bafavia, we were joined by
the Lively, a 20 Gun  Ship, with a Pacquet from
England for the Commodore, and the Squadron re-
ceived a Supply of Beef, Rice, &c. from the Ben-
jamin, one of our Company’s Ships. In the Inte-
rim, our French Prifoners were kept upon the Iland
Edam, which is about a League to the Northward
of the Road, where they were guarded by the Ma-
rines of all our Ships 3 but when we took them or
board again at going away, their Number was con-
fiderably leflen’d, many of them, as well as of our
own People, having been carried off by Sicknefs 3
fome of them likewife enter’d into the Dusch Ser-
vice, and moft of their Officers went home to Ed-
rope upon Parole, on board the Dutch Ships which
failed that Seafon, - o

Before we left Batavia, we hove down all the
‘Ships of our Squadron, and had their Bortoms clean’d

“at a {mall Ifland called Onragft, about a League from

the Road, which, with feveral others fhut it up,
and ferve as a Bulwark to it on the NW. Quarter
At that Iland, there are Wharfs, on- which
are fixed Capftones to heave Ships down by, with
Storehoufes and other Conveniencies. Before we
careen’d we had a new Main-maft made for the
Prefion by Dutch Carpenters; the old one being ren-
der’d unfit for Service, by Rottennefs, and Damage
done it by a Shot in the Engagement with the Frenh.
China Shlps TR EErit e

“Before I continue to remark the further Procee-
dings of our Squadron, I think it will hot be amifs
to take fome Notice of the firft Difcovery of the Way

S T
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by Sea to the Eaft- Indies, and then of Yava and the
neighbouring Iflinds, ST -

Before the Way by Sea was found out, the Zgyp-
tian and Afiatjc Merchants had travfported- by thip-
ping, the Spiceries and other Commodities of the
[;zdz’e.‘v,r o Ports 1n the Red-Sea, where tlmy\i&verc
bought vp by others , who, after being at vaft Ex-
pence for Land Carriage, fold them again at Alex-
andria, (now Scandaroou) to the Penetians, who dif-.
pos’d of them to all the other European Nations..

~The Portugneze, after having difcovered the
- fouthmoft Parc of the Coaft of Africa, in the Year
1497, fitted out four Sail of Ships, and the Com-
mand of them was given by their King Emanuel, to
‘Don Vafee de Gama, who afier having undergone
great FHardthips-in his Voyage, at laft arrived art the
Cape of Good Hope, which' had that Name given it
fome Years before, tpon the firft Difcovery of it
becaule it gave them room to hope they would find
out what they wanted. From the Cape he fleer’d
Eaftward, and arrived at the Coaft of *Malsbar,
where he contracted an Alliance with the Prince
of the Country, and réturn’d home wich his Sh‘i“ps‘
- richly laden, after a' two Years Voyage:. ~ His
Countrymen afterwards made many Voyages to the
’Eaﬁllndics'_wi,th Succefs, and eftablifh’d themfelves
very advantageoufly in many Places 'y which they
held till difpoffes’d of moft of them by the Dutch,
‘who made their firft' Eaft-Tndia Voyage in the Yeur
1595, where they foon got Footing in many Placesy
‘ch‘i'c'ﬁy\by'drivivng~ouc'theiPoktiugaezé,' and did not
ftop to perpetrate’ the greateft Cruelties to procure
thetr own Advantage and promote their worldly In-
tereft; which they exercis’d at feveral Places, efpeci-
ally at Amboina, one of the Molucca Ilands, upon
their old Friends'the Ewglifh;  For after they had
D - | drove.




() from thef

the Spaniards and Portugneze from thele

, g;?:: I,ﬁ:rtld_s, thzéy, at laft, upon a Pretence of the
Englifh, having confpired with the Natives to proc)re
treacherous to them, put them all to Death, by
the moft cruel Torments they cou’d invent, in
the Year 1623, and ever fince that time they have
ihgroﬁed wholly t:oI r;heg}fclves, the vc’ry’beneﬁcml
ra the Spice lilands. o
Trfr? Ctﬁg YearPI6»zo, they found Me_aps to turn
the Englifb out of Faccatra, (now Batavia) a Town
in the 1land of Fave, and at prefent the Capltalof
it, being the fame Place we were then at v&{xth our
S}’xips. - Not many Years after that, the 'Englz/b were
S (Poﬁefs’d of the only Scttletx)er}c they had remain-
ing to the Eaftward of the Streights of Sunda, viz.
at. Bantam, where they were moft harfhly treated by
their unrelenting Rivals ip Trade, ‘gn.d then obliged
to leave that lfland int:re}y,;fof which I fhall now
make the following Remarks,” S
.ma‘l‘;;v?eemcnds i'(tjfelf from about the,Lat‘uudeﬁof
6°. oo™ South, to the Eaft South Eaftward about
150 Leaguesin Length 5 *tis ficuated near the Ifland
of Sumatra, which is much about the fame Bignefs,

~ equally fertile with it, and has lobabitants who pro. .

(s the fame Religion, and have in general.the fame
| {S/If;ntrlll:rs and: Gu%’toms with thofe of the former,
* They both produce a vaft Quantity of Rice, and fe-
veral different Sorts of Fruit, have plenty. of Cattle of
various Kinds, and in their Woods arc many wild
Beafts. On their Mountains and along the Sides of
their Rivers is found Gold, with fome precious

' , and each of them produces a great Quantity
g’?m;csap;cr, Coffee, and feveral valuable Sorts of

Drugs, and other Commodities, The Inhabitants

of Fava are probably originally defcended from

thofe Pe.épl.e who inﬁabft the Malaye :Q‘)aﬁ:bg‘fé‘é?g

A
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borders to the Northward with Part of Siam,

and extends to the Streights of Malacca, for they
differ little from them in their Way of Living,
and fpeak the fame Language. |

. This Ifland was formerly govern’d by feveral
petty Kings, who were all fubje to the King of
Bantam, as being the moft powerful, and poflefs’d
of Dominions of the greateft Extent ; but ever fince

 the Dutch have been the only Europeans fettled in

‘the Ifland 5 the Favanefe Princes have had only
a Shadow of Royalty and Power, being intirely
over-awed by them, who have Forts in many
Places of the Ifland, and obliged to pay them a
yearly Tribute to procure a Continuance of their

nominal Honours, , o .
_When we were at Batavia, the titular Monarch

- of Bantam livd in the Dutch Caftle at that Place,
and was always attended with a Party of their Sol- -

diers, who under pretence of doing him Honour by
their Attendance, kept fuch a ftri Guard upon' all’
his Actions, that he couw’d do nothing without their
Knowledge ; and, that he might not have it in his
Powet to join in a Revolt with the other petty Prine
ces, who have often attempted, but in vain, to thake
off the Yoke of the Duch.
Thofe who inhabit the high Country, or Heart of

-Java, are Idolatres; but near the Sea Shore of the

Ifland, and particularly on the Northern Coaft, which
is beft Known to ‘the Dusch, and moft frequented by
the trading Nations of that Part of the ‘World, the

People are moftly Mabometans, and have feveral large " -
Towns; of which Bantam, fituated at the Weftmoft -
extream Point of the Ifland, which is' nearer than
- any other Part of it to Sumaira, (the Streights of

Sunda which feparate them, being at that Place only
about fix Leagues broad) was formerly the moft con-

fiderable,




covers another thin Covering,
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fiderable, but ever fince the Year 1620, Batavia.

" Jas been the Metropolis not only of Fava, but of

» Empire in general in the Eqﬁ-]ndzes. L
th‘eTlizzi:hief Pl)rodxxCega.nd principaerrangh qf Co;nci.
merce of this 1fland, is black ?epper, whxc.h is f_ounI
i it as well as in Swmatra .mk‘va(’c‘ngann;x‘es. It
orows upon Bufhes almoft in the fame Manngr as
?Llr;nii)er Berries do in Europe, b‘emg_ at vﬁrﬂ’;gre{eni,
it becomes black and dry by the Heat of thve,Sun?
and is gathered in the Months of December and j‘a;
nuary. Though there i fearce any Q;hcr ‘Sortﬂ ‘0/’9 |
Spice befides Pepper grows in Java, yetras thc Dutc .
folely, now poflefs the other valuable Branches o

. that Commodity, I fhall fay fomething o_f7 the
Growth of Cloves and Nutmegs in the Moiuccs
10ands, and of Cinnamon when I come to Ceilon. .

s orow only in Banda, and fome other of
Ezt%oifg’b in Wh}irch' the Dm;@rhave Sct’tlen?egt"s.‘
They have three Crops of them ina Yeap C'vzz. in
Aprily Augufp, and December. The .Av_przlh 1{{)9 h15
reckon’d to be the beft, and they are then han‘m the
greateft Quantity. The Tree on which: they gx;low,.‘
= about the bigaels of a common Apple Tree, hav-

ine little tound Leaves and many fmall Branches,
) O b

. B N PC T R c . Covers'
he Fruit is inclos’d under three dxﬁ‘er;nt overs ;
glceﬁrﬁ is a thick Hulk, like that_of) a g1§§en z}\VC‘;.li’.
hich when the Fruit is ripe, breaks and dil-
By e thin Cove "pfa'n' aromatic Smell
"y B . ~ Lol . L ; i “ d by
eddifh Colour. Thisis called Mace, and t
?gg'ervirﬁpmpér!y the Flower of the Nutmeg, It
‘wraps upn the third Cover or Shel:l"of" the Nut,
‘which is of a blackifh Coldur_,’lfandfuﬁhas ';_J‘n‘der‘ it
the Nutmeg, as we fee it in Europe. }T\h‘_ls‘F::uxg:,
when green, taken intire from the Tree, anq If[.r?‘
* rv’d with Sugar, makes a moft ex_c:llcntti C?ndii?
: Soge % R R 1 : n .
tion, 'W‘BICh‘ is greatly _,;ﬁce.rtx d all ovcr the e

[ 17 ]

‘Cloves likewife are particular for growing only in
Amboina and fome other Iflands near it, Their Tree
refembles. that of the Lawrel, its Leaves being fome-
what " longer and narrower. "-Its Branches, which
are:fmall and numerous, have on them a prodigious

Quantity of Flowers, each of which produces or be-

comes a Clove, = They are at firlt white, then green,
and at laft :red and hard.. While the Flower is
green it has:the. moft odoriferous Smell imagina~
ble, and when the Cloves are gather’d they are of
a. dufky. red Colour. = .- , C

+ The Datch are not_:put_,,,fd theTroub]e ;)'f._pjant%“

ing the Clove Trees, becaufe the Cloves, when they
fall from them and are featter’d about upon the
Ground, produce a fufficient Quantity, which by

 the frequent Rains graws fo foon to Perfection, that
in, eight: Years Time one of thefe Trees bears Fruir,

and if let alone, wlll continug o do fo for a hundred
Years:to come. They have fuch a particular Qua-

Jity as to- hinder all:Sorts of Herbs or Grafs from

growing ‘near them, their vaft Height attraling to
themfelves the Moifture of the Earth around. The
Dutch, who-have had Pofleflion of thefe Iflands ever

fince the Year 1623, when they cut off the Englify

gt JMboina,burn yeal’ly VaﬂQuaxntmtms of Ehc dlEc.
rent Sorts of Spice, that their Markets at Home

may: net be over-ftocked with the Commedity, and

by that Means-the Price of it . reduced. Having
faid thus mach about. the Spice Iflands, Pl returfi .
10 Fava, ang give fome Account of Betavia the Ca-
pital of ie,- . SR E T

. ‘Batqvia is fituated in the Latitude. of 6°, oo™,

South, on‘the Northern Coaft of that Ifland, where

it has feveral fmall Iflands which ferve as a Bulwark

to the: Road. Towards the Land it is furrounded

“with 2 beautifyl Champain Country, where are a

- great

!

n
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great many fine Pleafure Floufes belonging to the
Dutch Metchants, who alfo have exceeding fine Gar-
dens, and agreeable Walks, under the Shade of Co-
conut, Orange and Citron Trees. ~Tothefe they
frequently refort, going in their Coaches, which none
of the principal Inhabirants are without., - About 10
Miles to the Southward of the City, thereis a very
high Mountain, which overlooks the ‘neighbeuring
Country, and ferves as a'Barrier to the Dutch, from
the Incurfions of ‘the moft reftlefs of the Favanefe.

‘1In Batavia the Dutch Governor-General in the

magnificently furnithed, ‘being moft built of Brick.

‘The Streets are large and fpacious, and: have agree-
‘able Canals running thro’ them, upon which Boats
_go to different Parts of ‘the City.  They -are fup-
ply’d with Water from the River Faccatra, which

rins thro’ the Town o the Sea, and forms a Har-
bour, ‘which - contains’ a* vaft- Number “of Malaye

‘Proes (Veflels fo well ' made for failing, that they’ll

‘Water,) and other fmall Barks,” whichcome over a
‘Bar at the Mouth of the River, where there are

_eight or nine Feet Water at Spring Tides,
“The Caftle of Batavia is fituated on the Eaft Side

of the River near the Sea.” *Tis fortified with four
Baftions, furrounded with ftrong Walls, and' has

" good Gates and Draw-Bridges. * There is in-it, a
Jarge Magazine, with Store-Houfes ‘to hold the

Company’s Effets, befides feveral ftately Build-
ings for the Goverpor and Council.” *Tis defend-

“ed by ‘near'a hundred Pieces of Cannon, and has

a Garrifon of fix or' feven hundred ‘Men,  who
are for the Guard of the City, as wtll as “the Ca-

file. * The Walls of the City are neither very thick
‘nor high, ‘but furnifhed with above four hundred

" Pieces

’E“ﬁ"]”dief refides. The Houfes are grand, and

the Arrack; which is made there by Chingfe, and 15
reckoned to be the beft in the Indiés. The Peo-
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Pieces of Artillery, and incompafled with a deep.
Ditch. . There are {everal Outworks, Forts, and Re-
doubts, which ferve to keep off an Enemy, In the
City there is 2 Town-Houfe, which is a very fine
Building. There are likewife very ftrong Prifons
for their Criminals, with a fpacious Hofpital for
the Sick.
" The Dutch have a very fine Church in thz
middle of the City, which they rebuilt not long’ a-
go, after having -been confiderably damag’d by an
Farthquake, which are very frequent in Fava, and |
the neighbouring Iflands, . .~
‘Batauia is the moft .confiderable Place for Com-.
merce in the Egft-Indies, as there arrive frequently:
Ships from the Dusch Settlements in the other Parts -

 of the Country, befides a great Number of China

Junks, between the-Months of Nevember and March.

" The. Englifb likewife, come there often to purchafe.

nefe, and is

.

ple_of the other trading Countries traffick thither
with their refpetive Commodities ; from all which, -

the Dutch. reap no {mall Advantage, ,for}all;Goo_d:s
imported and exported there, not belonging to the
Company, pay 7 per Cent. Duty. Thus they get
immenfe Riches, which they amafs 3t Bafavia, as

“into a common Magazine, to be fent from thence
to Holland. Moft of their Ships rendegvous there

before they proceed for Europe. To give fome Sort
ofgSpecime):i “of the Commaodities of | the Eqﬂ-[ndge;
in general, that 1 may not afterwards have Occafion

" to fay any Thing of the Produce of other Places,
' tonch’d at in the Voyage, I fhall here take Notice

"~ of what is brought from them, &¢: to Batavia.
. From Bengal, they bring fine Silks and Muflins,

with a great Quantity of Saltpetre, which *they u{g
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in making Gunpowder there, to fupply their Ships

and Garrifons in the Iudies, and Rice, which is the-

they bring a Metal very like Tin, call’d Toothanegg,
and much made Ule"of for Alloy with Silver in
Coining at all the Eurgpean Settlements; and in the
Dominions of the Grand Mogul, where they mix it
with Spanifh Dolars in making * Ruppees, ‘which are

current Money all over the Indies. From their Fac-

beft in that Part' of the World. From Malacea,

tories on the Coaft of Coremondall, are brought all

§drts of Cottori Cloths and Muflins § fire Handker-
chiefs from Pullecat, red Wood for Dyeing, &.
From the Coaft of Malabar they bring raw Cotton,
Stuffs of different Kinds, wrought with ‘Gold and
Silver, precious Stones, and other ‘valuable’ Merchan-
_ Yrom' Baffura in Pesfia, they bring Perfian Silks,
Gold and "Stiver, and other richCommodities,
From' the Ifland of Sumatra is brought Pepper, fomé

Gold and preciousStones, and a hard Kind of Wood,
of which are buile at Batavia feveral Bridges, and
Piles drove to form the Grand Canal or Harbour, at

the Mouth of the River. From'Banda, and the o=
ther Malucca Ilands, the Dutch bring a great Quan-

tity of Cloves, Mace, Nutmegs, -Gum Aromatic,

Red-Wood, ¢5c. and from Ceilon; Cinnamon, fe-

veral Sorts of fine Wood, precious Stones and Ru-

bies'of great Value. From China, are brought all

Sorts of China-Ware, Tea, Brocade-Silks, and 0-
ther valuable Goods,
is very beneficial, ‘as the

y have had it almoft intirely
in their own Hands ever

"The Datch Trade to Fapan

| | fince the Year 1636, when.
they found Means. to ingratiate themfelves with the

Kimg o
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King “of the Country, and prepofiefs’d him ' with
fuch Notions of the Chriftians, who profefs’d ‘the
Roman Catholic. Dotrine, that the Spaniards and
Portugueze were torn’d out of Fapan, (as were the
Englifl, whom the Datch likewife got excluded there
in the Year 1664,) tho’ they had traded there many
Years before the Duzch, ‘They were likewife pro-

hibited from ever returning again, and feveral thou-

fands of the Fapanefc who had become Profe] ytes to
Chriftianity, having been’ converted by the Roman

- Catholick Miffionaries, were put to Death by the

moft cruel Torments that cou’d be invented.

- 'The Dutch that trade now to Japan, to procure

a Continuance of their exclufive Trade to that Coun-
try, are oblig’d to profefs an open Difregard for the
Chriftian Religion. T hey are otherwife greatly re-
ftricted by the Natives, who are not-a lictle jealous
of .their acquiring fufficient  Power to make thems

 felvesindependent. o ; ,‘
~ *"The Dutch Faétors who refide there, are confin’d

. . B

to live on a Peninfula, where they have Storehoufes
for their Effects, and are {upply’d with all Sorts of
Provifions by the Country People, who oblige them
always to keep within the Bounds alotted them, ex-
cept while the Fair lafts, in which they difpofe of
the European and other Commodities brought by
their Ships, in Exchange for the different Manuface
tures, and Produés of Yapan, with which the Na-

tives refort at that Time from the remote Provinces

of the Empire, to the neigbouring Country.. -
- This Fair is only once in a Year, when, common-
ly, two Dutch Ships arrive from Batavia, and iv iy

“not held for above a Month or fix Weeks.” The

Dutch bring from ' thence a great Quantity of Cop-
per, (amongft which is found hot a lictle Gold)
Camphire, Porcelain Ware, nicely  wrought, very
e ' | rich
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rich Silks, arnd an infinite Quantity of wooclleixi
\VOrl;s,‘ fuch as Cabinets, Tqbles? &¢,~lvfrgt c rof
oully varnifhed, and 'ﬁgrilrhqd with a vaftCollection of
er rare curious, Things. .
mf}le"iaer agigngf Batavia 1s in%}abiteﬁ by aConcourfe
of People of different Nations, w72, D_utc/:}»l, fPo;-;[zig
gueze, Malayes, Moors, and ‘Cbm‘efe,; Of_l IiI e ;;) ¥,
before the Year 1741, there was a greater Number
¢han of all the others put together. —But etV?;z
fince that Time, there has not been but a certai

Number of Chingfe, not exceeding 6oo, allowed o

ive withi Walls, and the reft, of which there
‘2:: nﬁ&hlggg?s feveral Thoufands, and have th;lf
Hdui’es‘ in the Suburbs, muft not be feen th:h'llr}.»tv;e
Gates after Six 0’Clock at Night. For at that” 13;:
" when there were reckoned to be in Batavia 5oof ; hté
nefe for 1 Dutcl_amgéz,b up\gz}rc}stgf 60000 of t
vere by the latter.
for{%el:e: :‘c’::esuvt'e?ev az that Place, T tried gll 1
cou’d, 1o learn the true Caufe of this Maﬁ;gr}el,\
which few of the Datch car’d to talk of, and the

only Account 1 couw’d . ick up amongft them, -

is as follows ¢

which 1 take to be too ~faY9P¥(ab1:¢t°‘,‘e ,;th?itr -Sides.

¢« The Chinefe taking 1t mucﬁ to Heart, to be |
gfeatlg kipt lunfderby the Dutch, whofe Yoke they

.o {oucht an Opportunity to ﬂaqkeﬂo&',!be{i?g
| gi?d!cor;;% ﬁ\::i%h' Taxes?,p and otkh.crwxf‘c‘ op refs q,
at laft roufing themfelves from their natural Timidi-

¢, growing ' in their Numbers,
ty, growing bold, and confident 1n th .

took a Refolution, and confpir'd together to deftroy

‘ ' ‘Time
i Dutch. They all agreed to be ready at a 1im
:he cfl):tecd in the gtrfcets, with what Arms they cou’d
'i'cigetly provide. . The Confpiracy was LGdlfcovqx'fed
i'xtll ,withiﬁ a féWi Hours of the T_;p)e ﬁ_xdglf ~1UP’0dn' (c;;
perpetrating their Defign, when it was difclos'd, @is
, 5 |

S

ENEER

N O SRR

o~

[ 23]

the Dutch pretend,) to the Governor, by an old

- Chinefe, who immediately got together all the Soldi-

ers in the Garrifon, -and Sailors from the Ships inthe
Road, whom ke arm’d, with all the Burghers.
‘He' then order’d . the Town Clock to be ftruck an
Hour before the Time, upon which the Chinefe ap-
pear’d, moftly in Confufion, and fearing the Plot
was difcover’d, trufted to each other to begin the
Attack,  They were then fet upon by the Dutch,
who put them to Death without Diftin&ion of either
Age or Sex.  Many of them fhut themfelves up in
their Houfes, chufing rathes to be burnt alive, than
fuffer the Cruelties they faw their Countrymen un-

~dergo by the Hands of their mercilefs Enemies. The
~ Slaughter of them was fo gréat, that the Canals run
‘with Blood, being cover’d with dead Bodies.  ‘And

the Boom' which s laid acrofs the grand Canal was
open’d four feveral Times to let out the dead Carca-
fes into the Sea; The lealt’ Number of the killed is

- computed ‘to be near 70,000; - The Women

and Children were order’d to be fpar’d ; but many

- of them fuffer’d the fame Fate with their Haufbands

and Fathers, - | : |

¢ To compleat this Scene of inkuman Barbarity,
after the general Havock was over, fome Hundreds

-of the principal Chinefe were moft cruelly murther’d

ih cold B_lovod,‘ by a few Dusch Soldié:s in the

Caftle,” o

7 As T have already given fome other Inftances
of the barbarous Ufage which thofe whom the
‘Dutch. look’d upon as their Rivals in Trade, have
fuffer’d from them under the Name of Confpira-

tors, ‘tho’ altogether innocent, I have fufficient .
.altog

‘Reafon to.imagine, that there never was any fuch
Plot form’d by - the Chinefe as the Dutch talk of,
but on the contrary, as the Commerce of the Chi-

el
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#efz was then in a_very flourithing Condition at

Batavia, that the Report of their Confpiracy was
ch'ieﬂy,_.i_f not intirely invented ,by :he;fubtley.Bamfuze
ans, that they might have a feemingly. plaufible Pre-

tence for their Cruelty, to deftroy thefe poor inof- -

fenfive People, and enrich themfelves ; which they
did very effectually 5 for many private Perfonsamong
them, made their Fortunes by the Plunder they got
in the Houfes, befides the principal Effeéts of the
Chinefe, which were, confifcated to. their ;Ea_[tflndfa
:Codpl':'il ythe sth, the Prize Money. for- the thr;e
French China Ships, which amountedin all to gz,qool.
was divided between our Ship’s Company and the
Deptfordss, and-a Foremaft-man’s Share of it came

to 130 Spanifb Dollars: Before thefe Ships were -

given . up. to the Duteh Governor, who fent two of

“them to Eurape that Seafon, and had only bargain’d

fot the Ships and Rigging with the Bulk of,lhéi;‘
Cargoes, a Quantity of Goods which were the Pro~

- perty of their Officers, had been taken out of them

and difpos’d of athore at Batavia, to. thchalu_e.of
20,000 L. Sterling.  Immediately after that, having
receiv’d-on board the Ships of ‘ous Sguadron}a Sq?-
ply of Arrack, and what other Provifions we cou’d
get, we fail’d from Batavia in the Preffon, in Com-
pany with the Deptford, Medway, and Dolphin.
The Medway’s Prize and Lively being left tor be hove
down at Onrucft, We made ghe beft of o‘ur,.;Way
thro® the Streights of Sunday with thefe Ships, and
on the 30th of April we arrived at Mew-Bay, Wbl@!}
is near the Weft End of #sva. In that Bay there is
a finall Ifland of the fame Name, which is very
woody, and about two Miles from the Fava Shore,
where the Water taken in by Ships that come there,
runs over a Steep Precipice into the Sea. . ri

Kﬂi\;{»*“w( 23 )

There we took in a Supply of Water and Wood,
and on the firft of May fail’d from it with the
Squadron; for the Coalt of the Ifland of Ceilon.
~In our Paffage to that Ifland, for fome Time we
kept as far to the Southward of 10°. 06™. Scuth,
that we might have the SE. Trade-Wind more ef-
fectual,” as it blows conftantly in the Eaftern Ocean
between that Latitude, and about 2 5% 00", ‘South,
- June the 2d, we got Sight of Ceilon, and from
that Time, till the 17th of Fuly, we continued ro-
cruize on it, near the Dutch Fort at Baticals, which
lies in the Latitude of 7°. 50™. North; and is fitua--
ted near the Sea, betwéen two high-Mountains in
the Country, very - remarkable for their Shape and
Appearance ata Diftance. One of thefe Mountains,.
which is to the Southward of that Place, reféembles

- a Frier’s-Hood, and is called by that Name, when:

feen by .Ships on the Coaft. ~The other, to the
Northward of it, is for the fame Reafon known by:

‘the Name of the Sugar-Loaf. We' were fupply’d

with Water and fome freth Provifions for our Sicle
Men, by the Dolphin from Baticals, while we con-~
tinved to cruize there, and -fpoke with all Veflels
we faw.  In the mean Time, we had for the moft
Part fair - Weather; in which our Commodore fre-
quently exercis’d the Squadron, by forming the dif-
ferent Lines of Batide, &8¢, S R
July the r7th, we bore away to the Northward,
with- the: Squadron, for the Coaft of Corromondel.
~On the rgth in'the Forenoon; we faw the Four
While Pagodas or Temples, which are near the Sea
Coaft,about two Leagues to the Worchward of the
Dutch Settlement, at Negapatan, before we gbr Sight
of the Land.  For the Coaft of Corromendel is very.
low ‘all along to' the Northward, as far as Pullecat.
So thatthefe Pagodas are often taken for as many

SiliE$\




Ships under Sail, by Seamen coming in with the

Coaft, and not well acquainted.

The fame Day at Noon we were within three
Leagues- of Negapatam, which is the Southmoft,
Settlement any Europeans have on the Coaft of
Corromondel,

Fuly the 20th, failing along Shore to the North-
ward, we pafled by the French Settlement at Carri-
cal, the Danifb at Trinkebar, and the Datch at Por-
to- Novo, five Leagues to the Northward of which, is
the Englz/b Fa&ony at Fort St. David, where we an=

~chor’d with the Squadron,

That Place our Eaft-India Company purchas’d ofan
Indmn Prince, about the Year 1686, and the Territo-
ries belonging to the Fort, by Agreement, were to be
as far as-any Gua the Englifh had could throw a Shot
every, Way round the Fort.  But whether the Buy-
er or Gunner were Canjurers I cannot tell, For I
I am pretty fure that the Englifh Bounds reach above
eight Miles along the Sea-Shore, and four Miles In-
land: - The Couantry is Pleafant and Fruitful, and
water’d with feveral - fmall Rivers, which  ferve ta
firengthen the Englifh Fort; which is firong enough
to keep off the Moraitges, who area Sort of Ban-
ditti that commenly live:in the Mountains, and
have for many Years paft bred great Difturbances
all over the Mogul’s Dominions, by their frequently
putting a Stop to Trade, and ravaging the Country
But our People found it far from being fufficiently
well fortified againft a regular Siege, carried on by
Europeans. For it was very near, taken not long
after Madaras fell into the Hands of the French, in
the Year 1746, when our Squadron was at Bengal.
For which Reafon, when we left that Country, they

~were building fome advanced Works to defend the

weakeft Places of the Fort. Abcut a Mile to the
C Southwatd
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Southward of the Fort is Cuddalore, a Moorith Town
depending upon it. ’T'is pretty large, and being
wall’d round, is garrifon’d by fothe of the Soldiers
belonging to the Company.  Cuddalore and Fott St
David’s, hive each of them a fmall River, both
which have Bars that afe not eafily got over with'
Boats, except before the Sea Bteeze comes in, which
is' cothmiohly about Noon, during the Time of the
SW. Monfbéﬁ Aund s very dangerous to pafs
them at all in the Time of the NE. Monfoon, of
which, with the other, I fhall afcerwards take fome
further Notice. Nevet‘theleﬁz 'tis' huch more cén-
venient, to land or fhip Goods at Fort $t. David’s
or Cztkldaloi’e, than at Madaras, or any other Place
on that Coa{’c ‘which has no- R:ver at all, but hes
quite open' to- the Sea.

The Goveriior of Fort St Dzzvzd’s has a pretty
good ‘Houfe 2nd Gatden, where he generally ‘re-
fides. It is about two Miles to the Northward of

" the Fort, near which' there are now few Houofes

on that Side, tho’ there was formerly a confidera-
ble Number, as moft of thém were. deﬁroy’d when
the Place was befieged by the French. Upon which
Accotnt, the Merchants and ozhers now: llve moﬂly

o av ‘Cuddalore.”

The ongmal Inhabxtants onl the Coaf’c of Corre-
mondél, who are ftill the’ moft confiderable for Nums
bers, are Pagans of many vatious Seétv., who have a
great Number of Pagodas-or Temples, in which they
w0rfhxp Tmages of different Kinds of Animals, (e,
being orofsly and ridiculoufly impos’d upon by their
Priefts and Brahmans, whofe Religions are a Com-

‘ plex of Church' Policy and Super[txtton; the Myfte-

ries of which, are all fafely lock’d-up in their Tem-
ples, as bcmg too holy to be qxpolcd to the Vulgar,
2 et and
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fided there, coocthm with a great Number of weal-
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and they feldom appear abroad but in a. Language ge«
nerally unknown: to the Populace. . . -
The Gentows are- the moft noted Selt of thefe
Ido]aters

Mogul.
nians and Portugneze are alfo fettled in thefe Places.

All which People make Ufe of the Language (tho’ |
much corrupted) of the Portugueze, who, when

they were fo extenﬁvexy fettled in- thefe Parts, have
left- a Veftige of it.

felves for .a general: Converfe: with one. another; as
well as with the different Inhabitants of India. . =

Yuly the 22d, the Medway’s Prize and szly from
Batavia, Jom’d the -Squadron - at Fort St David’s,

‘where -we put athore our fick Men, and the-remain=

der of the Freneh Prifoners we -had on board There

we took in a Supply of Water and other Provifions ;

and after ftaying a few Days, fail’d from it to cru1ze

with our Ships off Negapatam, where we (in the = k

Prefion) lef the Commodore and the reft of the
Squadron, after being with them there only for a a
thort Time, and with the Zively in Company, pro-
ceeded to the Northward for Madaras Road, where

.we. anchor’d on the 11th of duguft.

Madaras, or Fort St. George, ‘before it c was taken
by the French in the Year 15946, was the moft con-

~ﬁderable Place the Englifb had on the Coaft of Cor-

romondel 5 tho *tis very badly fituated, being built

‘ona fandy Soil, and quite expos’d to the Sea, which
‘makes a continual Breach under the Walls of the

Town. Many private rich” Engl//y Mercha.nts re-

thy

Many of ‘them are rich Merchants, and:
live in Cuddalore and other trading Towns on that
Coaft, as do likewife not a few Moors, who are Ag-.
bometansy -and - the natural Subjects of the Great:
Several Indian Chriftians which are Arme-

~And ’tis the Language that.
moft Eurapeans take Care to learn, to qualify thems
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thy Armeniansy Portugueze, Moors, and other Indians,
who had been fettled there ﬂ,vexal Years before that, -
having come from other Places in the Mogul’s Do-
minions, on Account of the Advantages they cow’d
trade with under the Engli/p Government and to be
near the: Diamond - Mines of Golconda, hexe gxeat'
Riches are’ fometimes got. - By which means that
Place-which does not produce much of  the Manu-.
fa&ure of the- Coaft for foreign Markets, was be-
come very wealthy and populous, nothmflanamo
its matural: Inconveniencies. | '

"The Town is divided into, two Paztx TIn the ﬁrﬂ:
of which, call ’d the White T own, the Governor
with .the Companvs Servants, and’ Englifb, Mer-
chants dwell.. In the other. Part, call’d, the: Black-

- Town; the Indian- Cbrzﬂmm, Mabometans, Gentows,

&c. have their Houfes. ~There are likewife Tem-
ples and Churches for: each Religion ; 5 evcry one be-
ng tolerated there, . . - |

The Town of Madams extends in Lenoth about
three Quarters of a Mile- along, Shore, and ‘about
half a Mile towards the Land, where it hasa broad
wet Ditch, and a.double Wall When the Place
was taken by the French, the Wall was in a very
tottering Condmon by pot “being kept in Repalr 5
and ‘was very badly fank’d w1th Baftions.

The great Compals of Ground it inclos’d, requird -
many more Soldiers to defend it, than at that Time
belong’d to the Garrifon, as they did not amount to
abovc 350 Men,_ feveral of Wthh were Forexcners,
and all wretchedly difciplin’d.

’Tis to be fuppos’d. that the Lofs our Etﬂ In-
dia Company fuffer’d by the taking of that Place,
as. they now have it again in their Pofl- fﬁon, will
caufc: more Care to, bc caken for the future, in keep-
, o , . L mo'
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ing it better provided, to refift the Ateempts of afi
Enemy

Madaras, with moft other Places ‘on the Coa{t
of Corromondel, (which is in general bdrren, ‘and’
does not produce Grain enough for the Subfiftence’
of its Inhabitants,) is oblig’d to' be yearly fupply*d
from the more fertile Coafts of Orixa and Bengal,
with vaft Quantities of Rice, which is the chief Food
of moft of the People-in the Edft Indies 3 fothat
an Enemy that is fuperior at Sea, may eafily difs
trefs them very much, by taking the Veﬁ‘els laden
with ‘Rice coming from the Northward,

“We only ftopt-a few Hours at Madaras, to'
take aboard fome black Sailors, to affift in Workmo
our Ships, as we were much deficient in our Com-
plithent of Men by a great Number we had Ibi’c
by Sicknefs. -

Fror that Place we both faild for Bczlla‘fare'Road
at the Bottom of the Bay of Bengal: It is fo calitd
from a Town of that Name, which is fituated upon
the Side of a {mall Bar River to the Northward of

- This Road is near the Mouth of the famoug
vaer Ganges, and has for its'Southmoft E Xtremity,
Point Palmier, on the Coaft of Orixa, which is vefy
low Land, and fends off to- the South Eaftward a
dangerous Sand Bank fo far into the Sea, that if
Care is not taken, a Ship may be run a- ground up-
on it, before the Point can’ be {carcely feen 5 for
within 6o Yards of the Bank thete are 15 Fathom
Water, which fudden thoaling, makes it very dan-
gerous. In the Road, the Water deepens very gra-
dually all the Way from the Shote of Ballafore,
which is very low, tho’ the Land in the Country is
mountainous, and a Ship at Anchor in 13 Fatlont
Watcr, will have no Land in Sight, unlefs the Sky
is 'very clear to the North Weftward, -as there are

only

R
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pean Settlements in the Indies.
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are only 4 or 5 Fathom Water three Leagues off
Shore.

From the Month of April to Ofoker, which is the
Seafon for Shipping to come to Bengal, Sloops with
Pilots on board, fent down from the European Sct-
tlements in that Country, lye ready in this Road to
carry them up the River Houghly, a Branch of the
Ganges, the Navigation of which is very difficult by
the great Numbers of dangerous Sand Banks in
it, and the vaft impetuofity of its Tides.

Augufp. the 22d, we got into Ballafore Road, in
Company with the Ljvely, and thar fame Night we
took two French Pilot Sloops.” The next Day we
took a large French Ship from Surratt, on the Coaft
of Malabar, bound up the River, to their Settle~
ment at Chandernagor. Soon after we fent the Shi
and one of the Prize Sloops to be fold at Calmtta,
the chief Englifb Settlement in Bengal, 1t is. like-
wife fituated upon the Banks of Houghly Rz'ver, and

‘is about 60 Leagues from the Mouth of ir.

- We continued in Ballafore Road till the I/'th‘
of Sgptember.  In the mean Time we loft four of
our Anchors, which we cou’d not weigh again on
account . of the Grounds holding fo faft as to caufe
us  break our Cables in heaving up, to fupply the
Want of which, we were furnifh’d with one An-
chor; from a Dutch Ship bound up the River, and
three brought down to us, by our Eaﬁ India Com-

pany’s Pilot Sloops.:

Then we took two other Frenw Country Ships,
which is 2 Name given thefe that belong to the Euro-
They. are all work>d
with black Sailors, who have only a few white Men
to command them. Thefe Ships, 'one of which
came from Mocha in the Red Sea, and the ather from
Baffura in the Gulph of Perfla, both bound to Chan-

i du;z agery’
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dernagor, we likewife fent up'to Calcntia to be dif«

os’d of, with moft of the Freach Officers we had
taken.  After that, together with the Lively and one
‘of the French Sloops which we continued to keep as
a Tender; and cal’d her the” Fanny, we tool all
- favourable Opportunities of getting more to the SE.
ward, becaufe we expscted the Change of the Mon-.

foon would be in a thort Time ; when hard Gales:

of Wind and ftormy Weather often happen.

The SW. Monfuon, then about to cea'e, all along
the Coafts of Corremondel: Goleonda and Orixa blows
from about the beginning of April, till the End of
September 5 and during the other Months of the
Year, the NE. Wind generally prevails there, and
frequently blows with great Violence: till.the middle
of December : So that few Ships venture to come up-
on thefe Coafts, efpecially’ upon the Coaft of Corro-
mondel, till about Chriffmas, tho® the bad Weather is
commonly over in Ballafore Road, and at Bengal, i
the Month of Nevember, = = .
* Al Ships likewife that happen to be upon the
Coaft of Corromondel (which all Veflels thould leave

entirely, if not within the Bars of the Rivers-there, |

before the Month of Oéfober) at the beginningof the

SW. ‘Monfoon, {hould prepare for bad Weather,

tho’ it does not fo conftantly come.then-as at the
other Time of the Year already mentioned, by keep-
ing off from the Land in about 20 Fathom Water.
They will then be almoft out of Sight of the Coaff,
where they thould remain at. Anchor till the SW.
“VWind is certainly fet in for that Seafon ; for if one
of the Hurricanes which fometimes -are at thag
Change, overtakes them any way engag’d with the
Land, they will be in very great Danger, as the Wind
blows then with irrefiftible Force, perhaps for 20 ot
30 Hours, veering all round the Compals, It was
_ S 1

[ 331

in one of -thefe Storms, that the Namur, with the
other Ships of Admiral Befcawen’s Squadron at Foré:
St. David’s, together with feveral Merchant Ships
there and at other Places on that Coaft, were loftin
the Year 1749, whofe Misfortune will; undoubtedly
make others more cautious for the future;- about be-
ing near that Coaft, at the fame Seafon of the Year,
" September the 2 5th, we were as far to the South-
ward as Point Palmier, where we received 35 Meny,
Volunteers, from on board a Calcutta Pilotr Sloop.
They were moftly Blacks, and we fent 15 of them
on board the Lively., o C ey
~On the 29th, in Company with that Ship and the
Fanny, -we fail’d from Ballafore Road, and proceed-
ed for the Eaft Coalt of the Bay of Bengal, where
there is always good Weather ‘during the ftormy
Months of the Year on the oppofite Coaft.. -~
- Ofober the 22d, we anchor’d not far from three
Iflands, which lie between the Latitudes of 16°, 13™;

- and 15°% 50™ N@. and- are about 5 Leagues from -
‘that Part of the Continent where the Kingdoms of

Arracan and Pegu join -together,

. Two. of thefe Iflands are call’d greatﬁz and Ii;ttlé’i
- Negrais.  ‘TheSouthmoft Point of the - largeft,

which extends about 8 Leagues from North “to

" South, is known by the Name of Cape Negrais,

From that Point a Shoal runs off SE. about a Mile

and a half, which makes it very neceflary to keep

at that Diftance off from it in going with a Ship in~
to the Bay, which is within ic. e

- That Bay is betwecen the \two,lﬂaﬁds, Négréi.é, ;t,hje :

- fmalleft of which is next to the Main, and being ve=
1y high, is not far from the larger one of that Name,
~ The Courfe to be fteer’d in for the Bay in the right
. Channel, is NE. LN, in 5 or 6 Fathom Water,
which will carry a Ship I;:i?ntoggo,d anchoring Ground

© MR
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ih the fame depth clofe to the two Iflands, where
the’ll be land-lock’d all round. =

About 5 Miles to the Southward of Cape Negrais,
lies the other Ifland, which:is called, from having the
Figure of a Rbombus, Diamond-Ifiand. = 1t is very
low, about four Miles in Circumterence, and quite
full of Trees. It has alfo many Rocks round it,
efpecially a very dangerous Ridge, which runs off’
from its SW. Point, about a Mile, ‘and is cover’d
by the Tide at high Water., SR —

Five Leagues-SW. from Diamond-Ifland, there is
another ridge of Rocks call’d the Leguades, which
are moftly -above Water, and extend SE.bE. and
NW.bW. about two Miles; but there is a good
Channel for Ships betwéen them and the Ifland.
There are many other 1flands to the Northward of
thefe, on the Sea Coaft of Arracan, which extends
from Chittegang, (a Place that borders on that
Country and Bengal, whofe Poverty makes it a mats

ter of great Indifference whom it belongs to) to
_ Cape Negrais, above 100 Leagues in Liength, but

has few Places on it inhabited, becaufe there are fuch

Numbers of ‘wild ‘Elephants and ' Buffaloes, that

wou’d deftroy the Produétions-of the Ground s and
Tygersto moleft tame Animals, ‘that they think it
impracticable to’ people it.  Onlyfome Iflands on

the Coaft have a few poor Fifhermien Jiving on them, .

who get their Bread out of the Water to keep them

fram ftarving, and are glad to ftay there out of the.

‘Way of Opprefiion, for the Country ‘of Arracan (the

- ‘Capital of which having the fame Name, where moft

of the Inhabitants live, is feveral Miles diftant from
the Mouth of a large River which difembogues itfelf
into the Bay. of Bengal) has been in Troubles and
Commotions for thefe 60 Years paft, when the Line
of ‘their Kings was extirpated by-‘the Death of two

.3 - ~ Brothers
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Brothers who were contending for the Throne, and
both cut off. Ever fince the Government there has
been Anarchial, from which proceed frequent Quar-
rels among them(elves, who notwithftanding, are of-
ten at War with their Neighbours the Pequers, whofe
Country they invade, by making Dcva{’cau‘o’ns
along the Coaft and up the Rivers, with large arm’d
Boats, with which they are likewife very g_l,a.d to fall
upon any European Veilels that come In their Way,
for being Idolaters and a barbaroys Sort of People,
they are not at.all difpos’d for having any Commerce
or Conne&ion with Chriftians, and fcarcely with any
body elfe. People thould be very cautious about go-
ing near their Coafls, if not in Ships of Force, for
not long before” our Squadron came into the Eqft

Indies, fome Ships from Bengal watering at Negrajs
“were attack’d by a great Number of Adrracan Boats,

which had been plundering in Pegs.  They obliged

the Ships to be gone from thence after lofing fome . §
- of their Men in the Skirmifh they had, and leaving

others that happened to be afhore on the Ifland,

_which fell into the Hands of thefe Savages; whom

1 fhall take no further Notice of, but proceed to
give a more particular Account of thefe Ships, as

their Story is fomewhat otherwife extraordinary. .
- The Oftend Eaft-India Company, which was firft

eftablith’d about the Year 1720, but did not long

_continue to carry-on any Trade, w hich was obftruc-

ted by the Means of the other European Nations
trading to the Eaftward of the Cape of Good-Hape,

had a Setilement at Bankebazar, up the River
. Houghly above Calcutta, which was il 'mamta,med:bY
" a Governor, who had the Queen of Hungary’s Com-
"miflion in the Year 1743, when he finding his Cre.
dit quite loft with the Country People, and his Af-
fairs in a detperate Condicion, refolved to firike a
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bold Stroke, and declare War againft the Magals Sub-
jects, which he accordingly did. In a very fhort
“Time a great Number of other Europeans, who de-
ferted from their own Settlements and Ships, enter-
ed into his Service, being induced thereto by the
great Hopes of Plunder they thought of getting by
having to do with fuch defpicable Enemies as the
Moors, and indeed, they were not at firft difap-
pointed in their Expectations ; for from having only
a fmall SIOSP at the Beginning, in a few Months
they got Pofieflion of fix or feven large Mosr’s Ships,
which they toock in the River, and being come from

Suratt and Perfia, had on board immenfe Richesin

Gold, Silver, and Diamonds, ‘with other very valua-

ble Effc&ts. ~ After that, the Governor finding "~ he
cowd not any longer continue in the River without
- running the Rifk of being ftript of what Treafure

they had got, by the Servants of the other Europe-
an Companies, who were beginning to intereft them-

Aelves, under Pretence of a Hinderance being put
‘to their Trade with the Moors, fail’d from the Gazn-
- ges with his Ships, in which he had 5 or 6e0 White

Men, and after being drove from Negrais, as alrea-
dy related, proceeded with them for Syrian in Pega.
At that Place, as I was informed by fome of his

Men that efcap'd, he intended to have built a F ort,

and m_a‘dc. a Settlement on his Miftrefs’s Account
but b,c_;’ng too eafily prevai’l’d_upon by the Inhabitants
there, who are all of a very treacherous Difpofition,

‘and_had then civil Wars amongt themfelves, to go

to their King’s Court, ‘which was 40 or zo Miles

from where his Ships lay, he fet out attended with
‘an 100 of his Men arm’d. - When the Governor

was admitted to the Audience of the proud Eaftern

“Monarch, who demanded more Refpect from him

Ehan hgthought fit to pay, he was furrounded, with
! . v . )al'l
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all his Guard, who were overpowered by the great
Number of the cruel Peguers, and with them moft
inhumanely put to Death, Immediately after that,
fome of his Ships, that were lying aground, were
burnt by thefe People, who deftroyed there many
more of his Men, f{o that only a few of them faved
themfelves, and got off in fome of the Veflels that
happened to be afloat, who forthwith difperfed, and
thifted for themfelves, - after having fufficiently ex-
perienced the Viciflitude of Fortune. ‘

~The Dominions of Pegx, which border to the

- Southward with thofe of Siam, extend along the Sea

Coaft from Negrais to the Bar of the River of Syrian,
about fix Leagues from which is the City of that

Name. It is built at the River’s fide, on a rifing
-Ground, and is furrounded with a ftone Wall, with-

out a Mortar, It was many Years ago in Pofitflion

of the Portuguefe, ’till, by their Pride and lnfole\nc"é, ‘

~ “The Kingdom of Pegu once made as great a Fi-

gure as any in the Eaft, but nowits Glory is in the

~Duft, for not a fourths Part of it is inhabited.  The .

Caufe of the Ruin of it, -I was told of by feveral

"People that had been there, and is as follows.

There was great Love and Friendfhip between the
People of Pegu and Siam, being Neighbours, till in
the fifteenth. Century, they (being all Pagans) fell

out about an Image, which the Peguers ftole from
their Friends the Siamefe. *This was the Caufe of a

long and deftrutive War, which at laft obliged the

King of Pegu, finding his Dominions daily leffened,

“and his own Forces not able to prote@ what he had

left, to demand Afiiftance -from the King of the

“Burmers, a potent Prince, whofe Territories lay
‘gbout 50e Miles up the River from Syrian,

That
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That Monarch immediately fent an Army of
100,000 Mea, who joined ‘the Pegners, and con-
junétly marched againft the Siamefe, whom they
foon drove from their new Conquefts 3 and: the Bur-
mers obferving the Weaknefs and bad Difcipline of
the Pegn Army, fell upon, routed.it, . and killed
their King:  The Barmers then made themfelves
Mafters of that Country, ' which they held. in pro-

‘found Peace and Profperity till not-many Years ago,

when fome of the ancient Race of the Peguers ftirred
up a Rebellion, and brought about another Revolu-
tion in the Government, by turning out the Burmers.
- Thefe People now remain in Poffeffion’ of the
Kingdom, but are far from being well eftablifhed
in" their Acquifition, for ‘they have Civil Wars
amongft themfelves, and are. frequently difturbed
by the Burmers, who, ’tis very likely, will again re-
cover that Country before long, as they are much
efteemed by many of the Peguers ‘becaufe during

- their Government, - Trade and Commerce were -en-
~couraged, - and Riches brought into their -Country,

which has been for fome Time paft in a-miferable Si-

~tuation. © Formerly; the other Nations in {ndia drove
“a great Trade to Pegu, -and the Englifh, -and other

FEuropcans, built {feveral Ships in that Country, asit
has great Plenty of Weod fit for that Purpofe, but
now there is little Trade of any Sort carried on, ex-
cept that the Moors bring yearly from it fome Ele-

phants to the oppolite Coatt, for the Ule of the

Mogul’s Annebobs, or Governors. - -+
The common Methodof taking the Elephants,

when' they run wild in the Woods, is by going out

with a great Number of armed Men, who carry
along with them feveral tame Elephants, with which
they chafe great Flocks of them, ’till they get them
furrounded in a narrow Place, when they take as

o ‘ many
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many as they pleafe, and permit the reft to efcape
for that Time., The Elephants they take are killed
for the fake of their Teeth, or made tame fby De-
grees,, which they effect by making them fuffer hard
Ufage, Hunger and Thirft, and by other Means,
till they begin to know the Voice of their Keeper,
and underftand his Motions. ~ After that, they anoint
them with Oil; . wath them often, and give them
every thing to pleafe them.  Thus they are rendered
as tame and fubmiffive as any other Creature - what-
foever. -The common Food of the Elephants in that
Country is Sugar-Cane, which grows wild,with any
fort of Herbs or Fruit, and the Leaves of.the Pal-
mero Tree. . They drink a vaft Quantity of Water,
and when they fleep,. they lie down and. bend their
Knees, as other tour-footed Beafts do; fo that ’tis
a miftaken, tho’.a genezally received Notion among
thofe that never faw them, that they cannot rife
again when once down, by having no Joints in their

Legs. ‘The Ships that bring the Elephants from

Pegu and Siam to the Coaft of Coromondel, common-
ly have each of them about 20 of ‘thefe Animals on

board, where they ftand. tied clofe to one.another,

like Horfes in our Paflage Veflels in Europe.. 'When,
the Elephants are to be landed, the Ships are haul’d

~ near the Shore, and have a great Part of their broad

Sides, from the Gunnel almoft as low as the Water,
entirely taken down: then thefe Creatures are forced

.into the Water, and fwim to the Shore, ‘where their

Keepers are ready to receive them. They are made
ufe of in the Mogul’s Dominions for Carriage, -and
for War, when they have Towers railed on their
Backs, made to hold feven or eight Men, with Fire-

“Arms and Bows and Arrows. .

- Oftober the 31ft we failed from Dz’amokl[/lénd,
and proceeded acrofs the Bay of Syrian where we had
sor S o o ) Sound;\ ‘
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Soundings all the Way over, and the greateft-Depth
of ‘Water we had did not exceed go Fathoms till we

~ got Sight of the Clufter of Iflands which lie to' the

N. W. of Merguoni the Coalt of Tannafary, a Pro-
vince of Siam, which was on the 4th of November.

- Till the gth we were detained amongft thefe Iflands,

which are all very high, uninhabited, and full of

“Trees, with calm Weather and little: Wmd, then

we anchored with the Lively and Fanny in 4% Fathom
‘Water, about half a Mile from King’s Iflandy where

~ we found the Deptford and Medway lately arrived
- there from Madaras, to be out of the way of the bad

" Weather on the Coaft of Coromondel 5 from whence

‘the. Commodore had . fent  the Medway s Prize

and Dolphin to Bengszl to get. Prov1ﬁons for thc
o Squadron

In the Bay. where we Were, whxch is, formed by

the Circumflexion of King’s and Plantain- Tree Ifiands
~ (which are only feparated from each other by a fmall i
~Creek, and have about four or five Miles Diftance |}
~ between their Points, which make the Entrance) |
~ we were fheltered from all Winds, except the N. E.
~from which likewife, - the {mall Iflands near the
~Opening into the Bay, and the Continent of Tan- 1;
 ‘mafary ferve in a great meafure as a Bulwark ; the @&
*contiguous Iflands, which are without Inhabitants, - 2
.and full of Trees, being very high and mountainous.
“We lay with our Ships about a Mile within-the N. E.
~Point of King’s [fland, which in coming in we were
- obliged to keep clofe to, on account of a Shoal which
~ lies -about a quarter of a Mile from it, towards the
North  Point of Plantain-Tree Ifland.
- the 15th the Lively failed out of the Bay, the Com-
-modore having ordered her to go on a Cruize to
~Atchin at the Ifland of Sumatra, to fee if any Men
ot War had b»en or were thcre, come to ;om us

November

from

“to get into Ballafore Road,

(4r) v
‘from England. 1In the mean time we clearéd and
reficted our Ships, and took on Board Wood and
Water from King’s Hland, where a Rivulet running
down' from the ‘mountainous Part of ir, dzfd)aroves
itfelf into the Bay, not far from where we were at
Anchor. 'We likewife received a fmall Supply of

- Rice and other Provifions, by the Sloop and our

‘Boats, from Mergui, which is 2 Town at the Mouth
of a River in Tannafary, 'That Place which lies S. E.
about 7 Leagues diftant from the North Point of
Plantain-Tree Ifland, was fome Years ago-a Place of
great Trade, and feveral Europeans were fettled
there ; but now *tis feldom frequented by any but
‘the Fremb who often go there in the Tume of the
N.E. Monfoon. The Siamefe ftill drive a confide-
‘rable Traffick from it, as they export every Year
‘great Quantities of Tm, with a Number of E;eghants
to the Coaft of Coromondell. o
November the 24th we failed from ng s Ifland
with the Squadron, and on the 26th parted Company
~with the Commodore, Medway and Fanmy, they
being bound to the fouthward for Archin, We pro-
‘ceeded to the northward i in the Prefion, mtendmcr
having with us one of ;
our Company’s Pilot: Sloops which had joined us =

_the Day before, and brought fome of our Men from

Calcutta, that had" gone up in me Przzcs w0 that

Place.
December the sth we paffed Emﬂzam] ]ﬁand and

"’tlll the 1gth had very frequent Calms, in the Inter-
‘vals of which we continued to take all the Opportu-
“nities we could of getting towards Ballﬁﬁre Road,
“but found all our Endeavouxs in vain.

“We were

 greatly deceived by unconftant and variable Currents,
~both upon the Coaft of Arracon which we faw, and

}m the “middle of the Bay of Bengel 3 fo that as our

ey . Provifions |
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Provifions began to grow fhort, we left the Sloop

to ply to the northward, and ftood on for the Coaft

of Golconda, which we faw ina few Days.
‘1745. Jemuary the 4th we anchored near the

V' Englih Settlement at' Vizagapatam, where we re-

cruited our Water, and received on Board a Supply
of Rice and other Provifions. This Place, which is’
on the Coaft of Golconda, is very remarkable by a

" “white Temple on the Side of a Hill to the northward
of aRiver. - Our Eaft India Company has two {mall

Forts there, which are not far from each other; one
of them'is near the River Side, built upon a Decli-
vity ; and the other where the Englifb Flag is kept
flying, is upon a rifing Ground near the Sea. Fur-
‘ther up in the Country there is a Hill refembling a
Sugar-loaf, and high Mountains more remote; Ships
that draw 12 Feet Water can go into Vezagapatam
River (which has a Bar) at Spring-Tides. At low
~ Water there is no lefs Depth upen the Bar than 5 or

-6 Feer, but a very great Breach when the Wind -

~blows upon the Shore. To the northward of the
Forts, near the Water-fide, there is a fine champain’

. Country, but to the fouthward the Land is high
© and mountainous, - SR

Fanuary the 6th, we failed from Wizagapatam,
~which we found to be in the Latitude of 17° 30”

. North. On the 13th we faw the high Land of -
" Pullecatt 5 at that Place the Dutch havea Settlement

- which ftands clofe to the Sea, where the Land is low,
though mountainous in the Country behind it.

"The Dutch Fort at Pullecatt is about 6 Leagues o
o | he; onthe -
14th, after having been till then detained by a ftrong

‘the northward of Madaras, where we anchore

“Current fetting to the Northward.

~ 'We found in the Road the Harwich Man of War

- of zo Guns, with the Commodore’s broad Pendant

, ﬁy‘i’ng_
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flying on Board her. That Ship, with the Win-
chefter, of the fame Force, and then gone to Bombay
on the Coaft of Malabar, had lately arrived at Ma-
daras from England, with a Convoy of feveral Com-
panies Ships. R

~We took on Board a Supply of Stores and Pro-
vifions at Madaras, and on the 25th of Fanuary
failed from it to the Southwerd, in Company with
the Harwich and Dolphin, which had joined us the -
Day before; having brought Provifions for the
Squadron from Bengal. =~ = L

January the 27th, we joined the Deptford off
Ponticherry, the principal French Settlement in the
Indies 5 of which I fhall afterwards have occafion to
take further Notice. ~With her and the other Ships
we cruized there, and hindered all Veflels from
touching at that Place, till the 1ft of February,

when the Medway and Lively came to us from Mz |

daras. Soon after that the Deptford and Dolphin left

~us, and failed from Fors St, David’s with fome of

the Company’s Ships under their Convoy for England,
- February the 11th, the Medway’s Prize joined the
Squadron, with a further Supply of Provifions from
Bengal. Co T R
" February the 21ft,  the Harwich left us, and failed
to the Northward for Madaras, to take in:a new

- Mainmaft made for her there, and the other Ships

of the Squadron anchor’d in Fort St. David’s Road,
where we remained ’till the 26th of March follow-
ing, when the Harwich retarned. ~ A few Days after
that, our Ship’s Company, with the Lovely’s, re-
ceived their Prize-money for' the' French Ships and

Sloops taken by us in ‘Ballafore Road; - of ‘which a

Foremaft-man’s Share was only 70 Ruppees, as one
of the Ships called the Chandernagor (tho® fince ad-

Judged by. the Court of Admiralty in Landon, on pro-
T G2 dung
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ducing the Depofitions made by fome of the Officers
of that Ship, before the Governor of Madaras, to
“have been a lawful French Prize) was delivered by

Mr. Bradyl, the Governor of Calcutta, and our Joint- -

Agent with Mr, Rofwell, Commodore Barnets’s Se-
cretary for thefe Prizes, but not at all empowered to
act as he did, to fome Moors, Merchants in Bengal,
upon claiming the Ship as their Property, without
~ doubt at the Inftigation of the French, and threatning

to ftop our Company’s Trade in the Ganges. - _

The Eaoft-India Direors, and Bradyl’s Executors,
~who is fince dead, upon Application being made to
them, abfolutely refufe giving any Satisfaction to the
Captors for their Lofs of that Ship, -and in.all Pro-
bability, they’ll never get a Farthing for her, unlefs
they gain an expenfive Law-fuit, which is altogether
unlikely,  on account of the -Difperfion of all,- and
the Poverty of the greateft Part of them, as our
Lawyers don’t care for pleading for Clients that can’t
~ give them good Fees for their Trouble. .~
" Moarch the 28th, we failed with the Squadron
from Fort St. David’s, and plied to the Southward,
our Commodore having an Information from  Zrins
kebar, of a French Ship’s being there. -
~.On the z0th, we anchor’d near the Danifb Fort

about 6 o’ Clock in the Afternoon, and the Med-.
way’s Prize, and Lively, were fent in after it was

dark, to atrack the French Ship which lay under the
Command of the Guns, -athore at-that Place. - The
* Captains of thefe Ships performed the Duty impofed
upon them {o effeCtually, altho’ they were confide-

rably damaged, “both by the Shot: from the French

Ship, and the Danifb Fort, that they obliged the
Frenchmen to cut their Cable, and leave their Ship,
when ftranded. In the Morning we fent our Boats
on board her, and took every Thing out of her that
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was worth moving, as there was no Poffibility of
getting her off, for fhe was bulged in feveral Places.
We found‘her‘to be a French Ship, called the Pon-
tichery, with no Cargo on board,. and lately come
from the Ifland of Maurisius. We left her lying
ftript of every Thing but her lower Mafts clofe un-.
der the Walls of the Dani/b Fort, *Till the 26th of
April, we cruized with the Squadron between Ne-
gapatam and Fort St. David’s, often finding greaé
Difficulty in getting to the Southward, on account

“of a ftrong Current which fet to the Northward,

efpecially about-Calderon Point, two Leagues to the
Southward of Porto- Nove. I

‘On the 12th of that Month we burnt another fmall
French Ship, which her Crew had run athore, “and
leftb.nt.aar Caricall. 'The French could not moleft us.
by firing the Guns of their.Fort at that Place, as it
1s fituated near the Side of-a fmall River, above half
a Mile from the Sea, - fo that' we kept clofz to the

-Ship, ’till the was burnt down to the Surface of the

Water. . e

‘On the 2d of May, Mr. Barnet, our Commodore:
died at Fort 8t. David’s, where he had been put a-
thore fick from the Harwich, a few Days before,
Upon which Captain Peyton of the Medway, being
the next eldeft Officer, took the:Command of the: -
Squadron, which was join’d by the Winchefter from

- Bombay on the 24th Inflant. - In a.fhore Time after

that we fail’d from Fors St. David’s with all our Ships,
and cruiz’d to the Southward tll the 17th of Fune,
when, after we had been plying between the Ifland
of Ceilon and the Coalt of “Coroimiondel, without ;being '
able.to get Sight of that Iland, on-account of frefh
Gales of Wind we met with from the South Weft-
ward‘;'we anchor’d in Negapatam Road, where we
recruited our Water, and fith’d-our Bow{prit, which

g T e
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was fprung.  On the 24th in the Morning, we faw
1o Sail of ftrange Ships to the Southward, and
we immediately weighed with our Squadron, and
fteer’d towards them in a Line of Battle a-head.
About Noon, we difcover’d they were French Ships,

Negapaiam ot in Sight, then bearing NW.bN. di-

ftance about 9 Leagues. In the Afternoon, we con-
tinued our Courfe towards them,

ward of us. Their Line confifted of 9 Ships, one

of which we faw had about 4o Guns, and moft

of the. others above 40 each, while our Line was

~made up of only 5 Ships, all of them wanting many

of their Compliment of Men 3 and the Medway was

1o leaky as to keep both Chain Pumps conftantly go-
“ing.

About Four o’Clock, Mr. Peyton made the
Signal to engage the Enemy, -and'we being in the
Prefton, in the Van of our Squadron, leading on
the Larboard Tack, and come up within Mufket-
thot of the Enemy’s headmoft Ships,- began the At-

 tack by difcharging a ‘Broadfide into them. - They

immediately return’d their Fire upon us, while the
Ships of our Squadron a-ftern of -us, clofely engag’d

“their Center and Rear Ships, which, with: thofe of

their Van fili’d their Tonails,and“ﬁoéd'on foon at-
ter ‘the. Engagement began, which oblig’d us to
make as much Sail as: enabled us to keep up with

them. About Five, two of their headmoft Ships,.

not any longer able to ftand the Fire from us and
the Winchefer, next a-ftern of us; bore away to
Leeward out of the Line, in order to form again in

the Rear. - At'Half an Hour- after Five, when the -

Enemy’s Van was got out of the Reach of our Shot,

our Commodore made the S'gnal for the Van of our

Squadron to tack firft, which we did, and fir'd
upon, and receiv’d the Fire of, all the Ships of the
L 2 AR ‘ Enemyv’s

lying to in a
Line of Battle a-head under their Top-fails, to Lee-
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Enemy’s Squadron, as we pafs’d to their Rear, while
ours were ftanding on, and fill engaging, in order
to tack abreaft of their Van. - At Half an Hour af-
ter Six, our Ships were all tack’d, and we were then
oppofite ‘to the Ship in the Enemy’s Rear, which-
led'on the other Tack, and we oblig’d her again to
quit the Line of ' Battle, by the briﬂ«:‘Rcception we
gave her. At Three Quarters after Six, we al] left

| firing, our Commodore thinking it moft advifeable

to difcontinue the Engagement, while the Darknefs
of the Night might hinder us from fecing how to
improve an Advantage gain’d, or from fhunning an
impending Danger from' the Enemy, as we had
great Reafon to be cautious, on Account of their ap-
parent. Superiority, by the great Number of Men
we faw they had on board,  which would have been
very ferviceable to them in Cafe of boarding, as
their Ships were all feemingly prepar’d for ir, by

|| hbaving their Spritfail Yards fore and aft, while we
1 had fcarcely Men enough to work oeur great Guns,

befides having our Ships to manage, after their Mafts
and Rigging had fuftain’d great Damage, and feveral
of our Men were kill’d and wounded in the Engage-

1 ment. We kepr Sight of the Enemy all Night, and

were employ’d in knotting and {plicing the ‘R,opcs:“ |
as well as the Time would permit.
In the Morning the French were three Leagues to
Leeward of us, fteering to the Northward, under
an eafy Sail, for one of their Ships crippled by the
Lofs of a Maintopmaft to keep up with the reft.
They were then only g Ships, the 1oth Ship, which
was In Company with them the Day bcfore, though
not in the Line, becaufe fhe was but {mall, having .
(as we afterwards were ‘inform’d) proceeded in the

Night with their wounded Men to Powichery,
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We coatinued to feer after them all that Day,

- but having little Wind, twas Night before we could
get near them, and then an improper Time to re-

new an Engagement.

We kept fight of them again §

" during the firft Part of it, but having, about Mid- &
night, chafed a Ship we faw to Windward, and |g

thought was one of the French, tho’ fhe proved to f

~ be a Dane bound to Trinkebar, when Day-light ap-
peared, the Frezch Squadron was not to be feen, be-
~ ing gone to the Northward 5 upon which, our Com-

modore confidering the Strength of the Enemy, and 4
‘the Damage the beft of his Ships had fuffered in the |
A&ion, as the Harwich had her Foremaft very |
much wounded; and the Medway Lier Mainmaft |
greatly damaged, befides being vaftly leaky, thought |
it moft for the Good of the Service not to hazard.a [

~ {econd E’ngégem@nﬁ, as the Lofs of our Squadron
muft have been attended with that of all the Englifh

Sextlements in the Judies, and the Deftruction of

fome other of His Majefty’s Ships daily expected
with a Convoy. of Company’s Ships from England :
o that inftead of purfuing the Enemy, whom it
would have been impoffible to get up with again,
before they had reach’d Pontichery, we proceeded
‘with our Squadron for Trinkonomalle Bay, at the
I0land of Ceilon, where we refitted our Ships, took
in a Supply of Water, and.tried in vain to find the

Medway’s Leak. This Bay, which is on the Eaft’

Coaft of the Ifland of Ceilon, in the Latitude of 8°
-g0™ North, is very large, “as there are about two
Leagues Diftance between the Points that make the
Entrance into it, and above four towards the Bot-

tom of it; but there is in it very little Safety for -
Ships, except on the N, W, Side of it, where there -
is good Anchoring Ground for above a Hundred

Sail, well thelier’d from the Sea by feveral fmall

Iflands,

e R
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Ifiands, and a Peninfula of the Continent of Ceilon 5
for in the Middle of the Bay the Depth of Water
exceeds a Hundred Fathoms: And tho’ Ships may
anchor in tolerable good Ground, from 20 to 3o
‘Fathom Water, all along the S. W, Side cf the Bay,
et ’tis far from being fafe to lie in, becaafe it is

quite expofed to the N, E. Wind, which heavesina
_g‘reat'Swel,l,‘during the Months of the Year in which

it continues to blow with great Violence.

‘We continued at Trinkonomalle with our Squadron
from the 2d till the 14th of Fuly, and from that
Time *till the ~th of Auguff,” we cruized upon the
Coaft of Ceilon, where we retook from the French an

Englifb Country Ship, which they had furprized on

the Coalt of Moezambigue.  We fent her to Bengal,
to be difpofed of, and then bore away for the Coaft
of Coromondell, with a full Intention to have atrack’d

“the French Squadron, if not ftronger than when we
faw them firft: We got Sight of them off Negapa-
* tam, - and form’d our Line of Battle for engaging
them, but when we were got within half a Mile of -
them, lying too in a Line to Leeward of us, con-

filing of eight Ships, we difcover’d them all to have
a Teer of Guns between Decks, which few of them
had when we engaged them before ; for (as we were
afterwards told) they had been had at - Pontichery,
where they had cleared and fortificd their Ships. ~As-

“they were thus by far too firong for us, it would

have been Rafhaefs for us to have rifqued another

- Engagement with them in that Situation, ' thefefore’
we haul’d the Wind agaia with our Squadron, anc

made Sail from the French, who ftood after us for
fome Time, but were obliged to leave off the Pur-
fuit, on account of fome of - their Ships going very:

! I_i » | : "&:’@ :
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. We cruized on the Coaft of Ceilon with our Ships,

*till the 17th of Augupt, expecting daily a Reinforce-

ment of ‘Ships from England, and with them to go.
and drive the Enemy off the Coaft, or deftroy them,
when we were informed by the Captain of a Datch
Ship come from Point-de-Galle, a Port at the S, W,

- Point of the Ifland of Ceilon, that on the 29th of

July, ten Ships, with Englifb Colouts flying, had
pafled that Place, failing to the Northward,  We
reafonably fuppofed that thefe were our Ships from
England, fand that they were gone to Madaras 5 we
immediately bore away to the Northward, and on
the 22d Inftant fell in with Pullecats, where Mr.,:
Peyton fent his Boat athore, and had Information,

that no Ships had lately arrived at Madaras, except

 thofe of the French Squadon, which had been there,

and were at that Time only a few Leagues to Wind-
ward of it.  Then we concluded, that the Account

the Duschman gave us near Ceilon was falfe, and our

Commodore, with the Captains under his Command,

confulted in a Council of ‘War on board the Med-
way, where *twas refojvedupon, as moft proper, to"

‘ ~as we were much
in want of Provifions, and could be of na further

go with our Squadron to Bengal,

Service on the. Coaft, ~where the French had fo much
fuperior: Force, ' ' N \

! ‘We took in Pilots from the Sloops ‘in- Ballafore
¢ Road, and arrived in the River Hougbly, -with . all
i our Ships, on the firft of Seprember, where we lay ag
Wi~ Culpee, a Place in the River, about 15 Leagues be--
Wl low Caleutta, the principal Englifh Settlement in thefe

Parts, from which our Squadron was ﬁ)pplied,'~ with
Rice, Bread, Arrack, &5,

pany has a Fort at Caleatta,
after the Revolution, and called Fort William, - but

’tis far from being confiderable for Strength, as it
B | ~ has -

Our Eaf-India Com-
which was built foon
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has few Guins; except fuch as are on a Platform to-
Wwards the River’s Side, where the Governor’s Houfe
is.. Itis a large and fpacious Building, - near which
there are many convenient Lodgings for FaGors and
Writers belonging to the Company, * with Store-

Ammunition, - '

The Garrifon of Fort William generally confifts of

3 or 400 Men, chiefly for conveying their Boats
from Patna, a Place on the Ganges; in Lat. 26. oo
N. with the Company’s Saltpetre, and Bale Goods 3
for there are many troublefome Rajahs, or tributary

Prinees to the Mogul, whofe Territories lie on the

Banks of the Ganges, - between Patna and. Cazamba-

®ar (another Place above Caleutta, where our Com- |

pany has a Factory) who pretend to tax all Goods

and Merchandize that pals by or through their Do-

minions 5 and often raife Forces to ccompel Payment,
but: fome Soldiers from Calutta, in Boats, generally

clear the Paffage, tho’ there are frequently fome of

our Men killed in the Skirmifhes.

- Befides the Company’s Trade from Bengal, which ’

is very confiderable, as they commonly have five or

fix Ships fent home to England Yearly with tlie Com-
- modities of that Country, there are many private.
Englifb Merchants fettled at Calentta, who have foe

veral Sail of large Country Ships, * with which they
trade to moft Places in the fudies. There are likes ,
wife many Armenian Merchants, with not a few Pop-
tuguefes Moors, and Gentows, who live in the Town, -

- and deal very largely in the Mercantile way.

In Calcutta the Englifls have a Church, as likewife
have all thofe who differ from them in Religicn,
Places of publick Worfhip, o >

. The Town is of large Extent, as almoft every

- Houfe in it has 2 Garden ; but it has nQ.Wallf}a:ouc' ‘

i'j. % i,

houfes for. their Goods, and Magazines for their
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" it, and is quite open for the Tygers, and other wild
Beafts, which come fometimes and devour People
at Night in the Streets 3 for that Country all along
the Banks of the Ganges is over-run with thefe de-
fiructive Animals, and I was told, that whole Vil-

lages are frequently depopulated in Bengal, by them
dcftroying the Inhabitants, who are notwithitanding

very expert in killing the Tygers, by fetting for

them Traps with poifoned-Arrows, fix’d in*fuch a

Manner, as to go off with great Force, when touch’d

“in the Ways they know they are to pafs. For at
whatever Place thefe Creatures catch any Prey, they

are fure not to be gone from it entirely, but return

again when Night comes, which is the common

Time for them to make their Appearance ; and then

either to do more Mifchief, or are prevented from

ever having it again in their Power, as above.
 'An Inftance of this I faw when we lay at Culpee,
for -one of the Seamen belonging to the Winchefter

" taking a+ Walk in the Fields, near the Village,

which is up a fmall Creek called Rogues River, about
half a Mile from where our Ships were, was {eized
upon by one of thefe rapacious Animals, which after
{fucking out the Blood left the mangled Body in the
fame Place, from whence it was taken the next Day
and buried. Some of the Country People fet the
Arrow-Trap to kill the Tyger returning 5 and they
were not difappointed, for that fame Night the
Creature came, without doubt expelting to be as
fuccefsful as in the former; but happening to touch
the Trap, laid for him, was killed immediately, be-

ing fhot through the Side. After which, the dead

Carcale was brought into the Village in great T'ri-
umph by the black Fellows, who had a Reward,

which is allowed by the Annobol for every one that -

is deftroyed. -~ Bengal is by far the richeft Country in
o “ B o the
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¢he Dominions of the Great Mogul, ‘w‘hich extend
from the River Indus to the Eaftward of the Ganges,

and lle between the 1oth and 36th Degree of North
Latitude 5 both by the great Quantities of the many

rich Commodities it produces, and the great Ferti-

lity of its Soil in fome Places, where the Ground is

cultivated, (as ’tis moftly’ covered with Woods,

which are full of wild Beafts) and brings forth in

Plenty, all Sorts of Grain, Herbs, and Roots we have

in Europe. | | B | |

" The Annobob or Governor of Bengal, who com-

monly refides at Patna, is generally of the Royal

Blood of the Moguls, but he ‘who held that Polt
when we were in the Ganges was an Ufurper, who

not many Years ago turned out him that was put in

by the Mogul, and held the Government of that

rich Couutry, unconcerned about being molefted by
his lawful Sovereign, who'had it not in his Power to
difpoffefs him' by Force. The Grand Mogul, at
that Time, was the fame who was conquered by
Kouli Kan in the Year 1738, and minded nothing
but the Pleafures of his Court and Seraglio; fo that

his Annobobs or Governors of Provinces, in that
vaftly extenfive Empire had little to fear from being

called to an Account for any Mifmanagement in

" their Governments. The eftablithed’ Religion in

Bengal is the Mabometan, but as'its Inhabitants were
all Pagans till conquered by the Moors, about three
hundred Years ago, there are {till many more Ido-

“laters-than of any other Seét whatloever. -

While we lay in FHoughly River, about
the End of - Seprember, we had an" Account

“that Madaras was taken by the French, under the
"Command of Monf. La Bourdonne, the Commodore
- of their Squadron, and Governor of Mauritius, whao

landed about 2000 Men to attack the Place by
SRR ‘ ~ Land,
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Land, while.his Ships cannonaded it; He took it
without meeting with much Refiftance, as it was
far from being in a Situation for making a good
Defence, as I have already taken Notice,

La Bourdonné likewife took at Madaras the Prin.

‘¢efs Mary, a Company’s Ship, which he found in the
Road, the Goverror having taken the Crew out of
‘her to help to defend the Town, which was altoge-
ther defencelefs ; when they might have faved their
Ship by going to Bengal, or the oppofite Coaft, as
they knew very well that the French had {uperiort
Force upon the Coaft long before they appeared off
Fort §t. George ; where about & Month after the
French took Pofieffion of the Place, their Squadron
was greatly damaged in a Storm which overtook
them at Anchor in the Road. They loft two Ships,
with all their Men, feveral Englifp Prifoners, and 2
- great Quantity of valuable Efe&s which they had
taken in theres and the other Ships with great Dif-
ficulty were faved with the Lof of their upper Deck
Guns and all their Mafts. Monf. Iz Bourdomné with
that feattered Squadron, having on board the SpoiIs
of the Place, foon after failed for Mauritiys, a fmall

1fland, which with another not many Leagues from

i, called Don Mafearin, both to the Eaftward of |
Madagafear abour 100 Leagues, belongs to. the

French, and lefv Madaras under the Dire&ion of
Monf, Duples the Governor of k‘al_?om*z"c_,bem‘fy,k‘ who-
kept it in Poffeflion, in Spight of an. Agreement
made for its being ) . the
£nglifb between them and La Bourdonn?,

It may feem ftrange, that the French thould wage
War with Impunity in the Dominions of fuch a nos
minally mighty Monarch as the Grand Mogul, ik

’tis confider’d, thar, for the Reafons | have already

Wt gwen, his Subjects were then little influenc’d by his.

~Authority,

immediately reftored to the -
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Authority. His Annobobs being almoft conftantly
at War with one another, each ftriving to be more
powerful than his Neighbour, On the fame Ac-
count Nazam Almullock, who was Prime Minifter
and Generaliffimo to the Mogul, when Kouli Kan
plunder’d their Capital City of Dellbi, having in-
teftine Broils and Difcords to compofe amongft his =~
own Countrymen, was not at all well provided to
hinder the Undertakings of the French in the Terri-
tories of his Government, which was very extenfive,
and comprehended all the vaft Track of Land which
goes under the Names of the Coafts of Coromondell,

- Goleanda, and Orixa.

He indeed made fome Show of oppofing them,
and fent an Army of about 6000 Mdvors for that
Purpofe, who encamp’d near Madaras not long af-
ter “ewas-taken, which the French, flufh’d with their
late Succefs againft the Engli/h, and knowing what
contemptible Fellows they now had to deal with; as
their Enemies, made a great Slaughter of, having
routed and put them intirely to Flight. ' ‘

Immediately after, the French took and plunder’d
the Moors Town of §¢, Thomé, which is" about  two
Miles to the Southward of Madaras. ‘Thefe Loffes -
anduc’d Nazam to clap up a Peace with' the French,
whom' he could' not deprive of what they had got

| by unlawful Conquelt; ,

- ‘Having already thewn how little Regard was then
paid to the Mogul, on Account of his Pufilanimity )
“and inactive Difpofition, I fhall now take Notice of
the excellent Properties of the Country, together
with the immenfe Wealth poffefs’d by the Aogul
- Emperors, and their Subjeéts, which, as their Power
is abfolute, might render thefc Monarchs not only
capable of curbing their rebellious People, and com-
manding Refpect and Obedience, wherever | they
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fhould think proper to exert their Authority through-
out their extenfive Dominions, but make them very
formidable to the neighbouring Princes, whofe Ter-

ritories are bounded by theirs, ' A
Tamerlane, the Founder of the prefent Empire of
the Imdies, was defcended from a Race of the T4r-
tars, cal’d Monguls, or Moguls, inhabiting the
Southern Parts of Great Tartary. From them the
Emperors, Succeffors to that famous Conqueror,
have taken the Name of Grand Mogul for above
thefe three Centuries paft, during which Time, that
Family of Zartars has poflefs’d the Throne of Fx-
dofian. This Empire is compos’d of 32 Provinces,
(or rather Kingdoms, each of which is as large as
France) which are {overeignly govern’d by their re-
{pettive Annobobs, and being immenfely rich, pay
vaft Tributes to the Mosgul, who receives yearly large
Quantities of Diamonds, and other precious Stones
from Golconda, and has, as I have been inform’d,
400 Oxen, laden with Ruppees and Gold Coin, fent
him as the annuval Tribute of Bengal; from which
one may form a Judgment of the inexhauftible
Riches of that Empire, which has been reckon’d,
for many Years paft, as a Gulph that {wallows up
great Part of the Treafure of the Univerfe, as fome
Gold, and a very great Quantity of the Silver, dug
~out of the Mines by the Spaniards in America, afier
having been current for fome time in Europe, comes
to terminate 1ts Circulation, and be lock’d up for e-
ver in the Mogal’s Dominions, where the Inhabitants
can eafily difpenfe with the Want of all the other
Productions of the reft of the World, as the Soil of
their Country, bringing forth in Abundance the Ne-
ceflaries of Life, furnithes them, by their Induftry,
all Sorts of Conveniencies in great Plenty,  Befides
which, Nature feems to afford them the Means of
acquiring
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acduiring the greateft Wealth and Opulerice by theif
ineftimable Mines of Diamonds, ¢, and vaft Proz
‘du@s of Silk, Cotton, and other valuable Commodi-

ties. .So that it may be eafily perceiv’d, that the
Magul’s Subjets ftand very little in Need of the Af-

fiftance or Supplies of Strangers; who, on the con-
trary, flock to the Jadies, to furnith themfelves with,
the Merchandizes they want, where the People of

the Country only barter their own Manufattares, &e.
with them, for fuch European; and other Goods as
they chufe to take, which coming far fhort of: the
Confumption that is made of the Effeéts purchafed

there by Foreigners, who pay for the Over-ballance

in nothing but Money, it follows; that the Coin of
other Nations finds many Ways to enter, tho’ few

or none to return from the Jndies 5 and fill more fo,

becaufe the Moguls take Care to draw towards them-
felves the greateft Part of that Money, to'be heaped
up, and buried in their vaft fubterran‘eous_ Repolito-
ries, which few People know any. thing of.. From

thefe Hoards. they never take any out, but for the

moft urgent Neceflities of the State, and they al
ways. chufe rather to burden their Subjelts with &
Continuance of heavy Taxes, than to bring forth to
the Light, or make the lealt Ufe of theif accumu-
Jated Wealth. ~ The Grandees difpofe of the Riches
they do not fpend in the fame Manner; and even
the common People hide in the Earth whatever Sums
they can fcrape together by their Induftry and La-
bour, to. which they are all, very. probably, not 2
little induced, by a fuperftitious Belief, greatly pre:

“vailing all over the Eqft- Indies, that atter Death their

Souls. pafs into other Bodies, and that in the Time-
of Neceffity and Want they will then find a Res
fource in. the Riches they hgvcbuqc:dbchre,;tbe‘xri
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~ In the Beginning of December 1946, Commodore
Griffin, in the Princefs Mary, with the Pear] Man of

Wat, the one of 60, and the other of 40 Guns, ar-

riv’d at the Mouth of the Ganges from England,.
“Having continued 'in the River with our Ships,
for the refitting of the Medway, °till the 18th of
February 1747, we then all fail’d, under the Com-
mand of ‘Commodore ‘Grifin, for Fort $t. Da-
vid’s, - where ‘we arriv’d on the 2d of Mareh. We
found' that Place had been fo clofely befieg’d by
fome French Forces detach’d from' the Garrifon of
Pontichery, who had immediately left it; and retir’d

precipitately in. Diforder to their own Bounds, as

focn as they faw our Squadron appear in ‘Sight to
the Southward of the Fort, that it ceuld not have
keld out above two Days longer without being re-

liev’d.. P LA

_ From the 2d of March ’till the rgth of September,
the: Commodore continued at Anchor with his Shi
the Princefs Mary, near Fort St. David’s, and d uring
all that Time, kept:Pontichery and Madras conftanc.
by block’d up by the other Ships of the Squadron.
- September the 20th, we fail’d from: Fort St. David®s
with the Squadron, and anchor’d off Madaras, where
we found the Pear! cruifing. W ety
»On'the 23d Inftant, we faw two Shi ps in Madaras
Road, which lay clofe under the'Guns of the Fort;
One of them we knew to be a French Shipcalled the
Neptune, which had been difabled from going along
with La Bourdonné vo Mauritius, by the Storm 3 and
the other was the Princefs Amelia, one of our Com-
pany’s Ships, which the French had taken by Sur-
prize there, not long before our Squadron ‘came up-

on thé Coaft from Bengal,  That fame Day fome

random Shot were exchanged between fome of our
Ships, and the Freneb from their Ships and the Shore,
a without
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without any Damage being done to either Side, as
WC”kept too far off to do Executxpp, ‘_and dx,d‘ not
care to go any nearer, left our Ships I'h‘ould' be ’dxf-.
abled in their Malts, and render’d unfit to keep the
Sea during the N. E. Monfoon, at that Txme;aboyt
to commence. In the following Night we mann d
and arm’d moft of the Boats of the Squadron, and
the Abfence of the Moon’s Light favouring their
Approach, boarded and fet Fire to the Neptune, a
50 Gun Ship, on board which we found no Body,
except a few Blacks ;. for the French had got off in
Boats, as the Ship was not above 100 Yards from
the Beach, as foow as they heard the Noife of the
Boats Oars coming towards them. . She burnt.down
to the Surface of the Water, and ’funk in the Oﬁing,
ie fame Day about Noon, -+ " -
thevgénmmlc{ likewife have attempted to board the
Pm?ncéff Amelia, but found-our fetting Fire to th_e
other Ship, had fo alarm’d the French, as t,he){.\. fired
very hot both from her and the Shore, tho’ without
deing any Daniage to the Boats, the Shot going over
them, that it would have been Rathnefs to have gone
along-fide of her,  whom Wf{ might well: ‘f“‘PPQf?” to
ind them prepared for our Reception, - - = =
@g‘eﬁgmbe?’ ttlx)e 2.5th, we *Weieghedﬂ from- qu,qm.r, \
and fteod out to Sea with the -Squadron:,f ~as ‘twas
dangerous, at that Time of the Year, to'be near dﬁc
Coaft any longer, on account of the N. E. qufqon.is
begioning to.fetin. o
be%’[‘:li gxe 23d of Offober, we .contmuechl W‘cbft_hﬁ
Squadron,_ plying moftly out of Sight of Land, with
the Wind from' the North Eatward, when the Cxlrf
rent fettinggzo the Southward,- had drove us as far
down as the Coaft of Ceilon, where we hgd ﬁrong
Gales of Wind,-,:,andsfquall‘y:'Weathgr,hwhu;]lcl lla:r;:g ‘
om‘s‘hlpv,_ from the Com;ncidc;re and the re Night,
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Night, and not knowing which Way the Wind and
Current had carried them s befides, fearing to.be
forced into the Ocean by the great. Impetuofity of
the Current fetting out of the Bay of Bexngal, we pro-
ceeded in the Prefon for Trinkenomalle Bay, where
we arrived on the 2oth Inftant.  We found the Hare
wich had got in there the Day before us, -and that
fame Day the Winchefter and Bombay Caftle, a'Com-
pany’s Ship, came into the Bay, . = = e
Soon after our Arrival at 73 vinkonomalle, the Har-
wich and Bombay Caftle hove down along fide of our
Ship, in a Cove between two fmall - Iflands, which
are called Dwarfandwecht and Company’s 1fland,
and are about an hundred Yards diftant from each
other, S T T ST R
 On the 2d of December our Commodore, - in the
Princefs Mary, with the Pearl, came into the Bay,
after having kept at Sea till then, moftly between
Madaras and Fort §t, David’s, and had much bad
‘Weather, I EE N SR NI T
. Onthe r1th of the fame Month, -the - Medway
came in witha Jury F oremaft-up, and otherwifein 3.
very - fhattered - Condition, ‘having drove from “her
Anchors in a Storm out of Fort .Sz, David’s Road,
loft her Foremaft and' Topmafts, and been in immi-

nent Danger of being. fwallowed up- with all heg

Crew. - Saehawl’dinto the Cove, and the Medway's
Prize, which arrived in the Bay a few Days.before
the Princefs Mary and Pearl, hove down along - fide
of her, . - ...~ .. B O R IR N
- In afhort timeafier that an-unlucky Accident hap-

pened afhore near the ‘Town of Trinkonomalle, where
above a hundred Barrels of Powder beleaging to the
Ships of the Squadron, ata Houfe where it was to be
fifted and cleaned, blew up by the Carelefsnefs of
fome of the Men that were at work, Three of them
e - were
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were tore t‘t‘o‘, pieces, and fe;yera}, os:’b‘e‘rs:_\(cry'm’uch :
fcorched by the fudden Explofion that was made.

- January the fecond, the Commodore, 'apd all the
other Ships of the Squadron except ours, the Med-
way, and Medway’s Prize, failed from Trinkonomalle,
where they took in a Supply of Wood and Water,
for the Coalt of Coromondel,
A few Days after that the Medway’s Prize being
hove down, likewife proceeded for the Coaft : then
we careened our Ship by the Medway, }and" ,‘repagrec‘;
what we- could of her Bottom ; but did not get the
priﬁcipal* Leak at her Keel "ﬂbppéd, as the Wa.ter.
fhe made, when down, fettled her fofaft, as tooblige
us to right her in a very fhert time, fo_that we conti-
nued to pump once every two Hours, after all we
could do to make her tight. ~ DR
The Ifland of Ceilon, {uppofed by fome to be the
'Opbz'r of Solomon, and the SZ‘ apqrabqne pf ‘_‘t‘he_‘ An-
tients, is governed by its  own ng,‘ whp re:‘ﬁ\de,’sk at
Candea, the Capital of his DOmimo:n‘sv,_ v‘yl}lchyls abou;:
150 Miles up in the Country from Trinkonomalle 5
but he cannot be called a* powerful and lypdeperlxldem:
Monarch, as all the Places that have Harbours are
in the Poffeffion of the Dytch, who about an hun-
dred Years ago took them from the Portuguefe, and
ever fince that time have kept them, wi‘th the Whole
Trade of the Ifland, intirely in their own Hands,
Colombo is their chief Settlement in it, and : ’tbe;g ,GO,‘
vernor there has Command ‘over 'thofc‘pf the other
Fatories belonging to them i that Ifand, and on
the Coaft of Coromondell, > S
‘In ‘general the Soil of “this Ifland is very erxftﬂp,‘
but by not being cultivated in many pl_ac"cs," produces
only a fufficient Quantity of Rice for the Subfiftence
of its Inhabitants, who' employ ~great Part of their
‘Timc in hunting, as the Woods which grov:) ~vaei§
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over it abound in plenty of wild Beafts of all Sorts,

and efpecially in Elephants, which, if Credit is to be
given of the People of that Couatry, . are more faga-

cious than, and are refpected by the other Animals

of the fame Speues, which are propagated elfe-
where,

" The Palmero, or Coco-nut Trees, famous for
their great Ufe in many Parts of the World, growin
Ceilon. They are very high and erec, and have
their. Branches, which are but few, and very fmall,
with large Leaves, commenly ‘ufed in. covering
Houfes, growing out near the Tops of them. The
Fruit or Cocoa-nuts being, . with the Rind. taken from

them, about the Bignefs of Oftrich’s Eggs, growsat

the Ends of the Branches, clofe to the Trunk of the
T'ree, where they hang in Cluﬁers rnuch in the famc
‘manner as Grapes. ~

The Coco-nuts are. covered with 2 thxck fort of
Rind, while they hang to the Trees, which has its
Outﬁde green and fmooth ‘but when the. Fruit is
ripe, and gathered in. the Rind becomes ftringy,
fomewhat like Hemp, . tho> of a different Colour;
being of a dufky red.: it is ufed for making running
nggmg and Cables for all the Ships and Vefiels in
the Eaft-Indies.  When the Nut is ripening, it is full
of a clear fort of Water, whxch is very fweet and re-
frefhing, one Nut containing about half a Pint of it
This. Liquor, as the Fruit grows quite ripe, is
changed by Degrees into fmall white Particles, which,
3omed tocether, ake a_hard fort of Kernel, whxch

fticks c]ofe to the Infide of the Shell, and is very

oood eating, ‘havisg a Tafte not much unlike to that
.of our common Hazle Nuts. in Europe, tho fomcp
what fweeter and harder.

" The Ceylonefz, and others, rear up great Quantx-
ties of thefe Trees, not-only for the fa,ke of the Co-
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co Nuts, but likewife on account of extra@ing fromt
them a pleafant Liquor called Toddy, which they
draw by cutting- off ‘the Blofloms from which- the
Coco Nuts -grow, and tying at the Place where: they
hove made the Hole an earthen Pot, with its Mouth

clofely fhut round with Clay, -to hinder the Air from
getting in. This Pot s {oon filled, if applied in a
proper Time with the above Liquor, which muft
be immediately. drank after it-is taken from' the
Tree 3 for if let ftand above an Hour, efpecrally in
the Heat of the Sun, it becomes ‘four, and is then
very good Vinegar ; for which reafon, when it is

‘ wanted for prefent Ufe, it is commonly extra&ed i

he Morning and Evening, -

- This Liquor and Rice are’ two of the prmcxpat
Ingredients in the Compofition of which the Arrack
madc at Batavia, and other Places, confifts.

~Such vaft Quantities of Coco Nut Trees: grow in
the Maldiva Iflands, which are rot far from. Ceilon,
that many Ships from Bengal, and other Places, lade’

. there “yearly with Cayer, which is the Name of the |

Rind of the Shell,  From thefe: Iflands likewife is
brought the greateft Part of the fmall Shells call’d
Cowries, which pafs current for Money, at the Rate
of about 40 Ib. Weight for a Ruppee, in feveral
Countries’ in- the ]ndze;, and are fent home to Eng-.
Iand in our Company’s Ships, to be traffick’d with
very advantageoufly in the Guinea Trade. - Ceilon is
likewife famous for having the beft Cinnamon in' the
World; growing in its VVoods It is the Bark of a
T'ree not very large, which has ‘its Leaves refem-
bling, in: Colour- and Shape, thofe of the Laurel,
and of a moft agreeable Smell. When the Cmna-
mon is firft taken from the Tree, ’tis fat, and .com-
monly double, and: has litile Smell or Tafte; but
bemg Taid out to dry with the Heat' of the Sun; it
; twills
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twifts or forms itfclf like a Stick or Cane, as we fee
moft of it in Pieces is, when brought-to Europe.

On the 29th of Fanuary, our Ship being flill at
Trinkonomalle, the Benjamin, a Company’s Ship, came
into the Bay, with a Supply of Bread, Arrack, and
other Provilions for us, which were moft acceptable,
and came very opportunely for our Ship’s Company,

“as they had had nothing iffued out to them, be-
fides Salt, Meat, and Rice, for feveral Weeks be-
fore that, . o ;

- On the yth of February, leaving the Medway to
be repair’d at Trinkonomalle, where we took on board
a good Stock of Fire-Wood and Water, we fail’d
for Fort §t. David’s, where we arriv’d on the 12th
Inftant, and found the Squadron was lately join’d
by the Exeter, York, and Eltham Men of War from
England. The firft of thefe Ships was then gone
with the Winchefler on a:Cruize to the Coaft of Ma-
labar, from whence the return’d in May; having lefs
the Winchefier 1o be hove down at Bombay, =

‘We continued with the-Squadron at Anchor near

- Fort §t. David’s, the Commodore only keeping one
Ship off: Ponticherry, and. another cruizing off Ne-
- gapatam, till the oth of Fune, when about 10
o' Clock at -Night, the Lively which had been cruiz-
ing to the Southward, made - the Night Signal for

| [ 65 ] :
to join thé Squadroh. About One o’Clock eight Skitps
“and a Sloop appeared in Sight, coming down to us
from the Southward. = At half an Hour after Two
we could fee fome of their Hulls ; four of them
look’d like Line of’ Battle Ships, one feem’d bigger
than the refl, two like aur Company’s Ships; and
one very fmall, At Three the Signal was made
for aCouncil of War, and as’twas talk’d fome Time
after the - Affair was over, the Debates in it held fo
long that the Members: feem’d much concetn’d at
the Enemy’s drawing fo near; and no Conclufion
being made ot Preparation to éngage, at half an
Hour paft Four the Enemy fbortened Sail, and at
the fame Time made feveral Signals, by which we
knew them to be French. They brought to in a
Line of Battle, with: their Heads to the Eaftward,
about 3 Leagnes Diftance from us. - At the Break-
ing up of the.Copncil of War’twas concluded by
every body" in: eur Ships, from the Orders: their .
Captains gsve when they came onboard from the .
C~———, that it had been refolv’d upen to: proceed
to Sea immediately, and the Ce——— loos’d his
‘Maintopfail 5:-but why he did not get under Satl wich
the Squadron, I cannot anfwer. . The Harwich was
then coming-into the Road with a large Wind, and
as her Officers faid, could -have lain up with the
"Enemy; but her Signal was kept fying till the an-

;choréed,at 50°Clock. . We had three exceeding good
- failing Veflels in the Road, viz. the ‘Lively, Lap-

¢ aping,-and Swift'Snow 3 but:none of them were fent

difcovering ftrange Ships, and at 11 on her‘anchor-
ing in the Road fhe informed us, that fhe had- been
that. Day chas’d off of Negapatam by nine Sail of

large Ships, who had almoft got up with her, and
that by.their Appearance and Signals the judg’d them
to be. Enemies Ships of War, At half an Hour
after 5 in the Morning, on the 10th, Cr—s G
loos’d his Foretops with the reft of the Squadron,
and made the Signal for the Harwich, then lying

about 4 Leagues' to the: Northward off Ponticherry

, ‘ N ta

-

out to.endeavour to keep Sight of the Enemy’s
Ships, which tack’d at 6 0'Clock, being then about
two Leagues from us, and - ftood under their T op-
fails to the Southward. = Between' Six and Seven
the :C—— furl’d his Toplails, and -made the Sig-
mals for Jome of the :Caprains to advife' what was

: il
e
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beft to be done, in order to ke¢p Sight of the
Enemy, and ’twas propos’d to fend out fome of
the fmall Veffels to obﬂerve their Motions; but

-nothing was determin’d upor, except a private Sig-

nal to anchor. without Guns. © We had the Wind
between the S. E. and S. from thc Fime that the
French. Shlps began to appear, till foon after *twas
dark, when it came about to the Weftward of South,

and continued to blow off the Land all Night. At
One o Clock in the Motning on the 11th the C———
weigh’d and ftood to the'N. E. under an eafy Sail,

‘as did his Majefty’s Ships Exeter; ¥ork, ‘Harwz'cb,

Prefton, Medway’s Prize, and Lively; the Win-
chelfea and Bombay Caftle Company’s Ships. The
C——intended, as I fuppofe, to have. cut off the
French Ships from getting -into Ponticherry Road, if
they bad been complaifant enough to ftay for us fo

~ Jong, but our great Prccautxon prov’d - ineffeftual,
~ for when Day-light came we faw no Enemy; for

they had proceeded to the Northward for Madamy,
as foon as it was dark. - From 6 in the Morning; till
4 in the Afternoon we all lay faft at Anchor; in 19

- Fathom Water, about 3 Leagues from. Ponticherry,

when:a - Sxonal« was made . for a  Council of
War, in - which it was  agreed, to go to Ma-
darasy .but by an unfortunate De}ay the Enemy had
been there, landed a confiderable Reinforcement of
Mcn, Money, and Stores, and fail’d: aomn from
thcnce the rath at Day-light. =

I fhall not pretend to fay, how far Mr G——is
blameable for his Management in this Affair, as it'is
“to be examined before a Court - Martial, where he
will have an Opportunity of anfwering: the Charge
brought againft him for it :
ata Lofs to determine, why we did not get under
Sall with our Squadren, when the Enemy was fo

- near j

 Yet till then 1 fhall be '

L 671
near 3 -as it may be feen, 'that we had Force enough
-to -fight the French, by comparing the Strength of
the two Squadrons, accordmvf to the foHowmrr
exa& Lifts. i

Tbe Engllfh Squadron in Fort St Dawd’s Road

: Men, Gum
Prmcefs Mary Clem e 4157 60
Exeter ' — e 400 60
York ¢ e oy 400 -'6o
Harwich i — 300 - 50
Preﬁonv T — : e 1300 50
Medway’s Prize — 200 - 38
Winchelfea @ = = ——— 200 32
Bombay Caftle = s 200 32
QIR | | 2-41'5* 382

vaely anate e 150 20
Lapwing, and 2 Snows, for Tenders,
In the’ Road wzt/;out Rudders, which were repazrmg

) a//;:ore

Pearl 20 g0
Eltham B —-* o289 L 40
~ French Slazps qﬁ‘ Fort St D}avxd’ o i
Centaur L= == ... 600 70
Lys  — = 6oo 64
Anglcfea == = 350 40
Apollo — = e= . 450 50
Brlliant ~ — = 350 40
o | 2800 313
Prmccﬁ; Amcha Hofpltal Sh:p e G
Sybil Frigate. e
A Dytch Sloop, taken oﬂ’ Cezlm.
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Though we could pot. propofe to ourfclves to get
up with the Enemy in the Afternoon, by getting
under Sail with our Squadron, when they were not.
dbove 3 Leagues from us, as they were to Wind-
ward of us, by having the Sea Breeze from the S. E.
yet, in' my humble - Opxmon, we fhould then have
begun, to purfue them, as in all Probability we would

have been able to keep fight of-them all.Night, by

the Help of our {mall Frigates, which ﬂul’d vaftly.

well, and got up with. ibme, if not-all-of them next

Day, by the Affiftance of the Land Wind, which is

known te blow Part of every 24- Hours on that

Coaft, during the S. W.. Monfoon, and. did actually.
blew "all that very Night and next Morning. - And

if we had not been lucky enough to come up with.

any of them, we might, at leaft, have chas’d them
entirely off the Coaft, and dnfappomted them in
their Defign of fupplymg Ponticherry; which, if we
had done, “Mr. Bofcawen would have ftoed a faiter

Chance of taking that Place, wben h;: arrIVEd Wlth
that Intent foon dfter. “

Having got under Sail with our Squadron, when

*twas dark we proceeded to the Northward for s«

davas, which we got Sight of the yath in the After- -
neon, but came too late to. find. the . French Ships
-there; for thiey had fail’d about 1o Hours beforg,

we appear’d Off that Place, and left only one of their.

firiall Ships at Anchor, clofe under the Guns of the.
" difpatchd * the

Fort. Upén which the C
Lively and ‘one of the Snows, to warn thé Enuglifi

Governors at Vizagatam, and in Bengal, to be upon:

their Guard agamf’c the French Ships which had ef-
caped him. * We ply’d to Windward again with our
Ships, and anchored in Fort St. David’s Road on the
24th Inftant, where we were informed, that the
French from Pomzcberry had madc an Attempt o

furpmze

‘ Eﬂgland to beﬁeoe Pontichery.
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furprize the Garrifon of Cuddalore; but were obliged
to retreat-with fome Lofs, while we were gone to thc :
Northward.

Fuly 27th, Admiral Bofmwm arrlved at Fort St
David’s, with a Squadron of Men of War, and. fe-
veral Company’s Ships, -which had 1200 Scldiers on
board, having. brought that Force with him from
- Accordingly, on

e goth, thefe 'I roops were landed as- were - the
next Day all the Marines of his own and Mr. Grif-

‘[ Jfin’s Squadrons,” who all encamped-near . the Garden

Houfe, about a Mile and a half. from 'the Fort.
Auguft the. roth all the Artillery Stores were.got a~
thore, and the Army under the Command of Mr,
Bofcawen began their March towards Pomzcber_y, con-
{ifting of 2500 Foot, and 8o Horfe, Europeans 3
(the Herfe, with about 300 of the Foot, being Parc‘
of the Company’s Garrifon-at Fort §¢. David’s) and
about 1600 Peoons and Sea-ptcs, which  are Jndians
that bear Arms in the Company’s Service, with 1600
Coolies, or: black Porters, to fupply the: place of
Waggons, - The next Day after the Army decamp=
ed ; the Fleet, confifting of teh Ships of the Line,
a Bomb-ketch, &¢. fell down, and - anchored off

.in fight of “them, on their March to Ariocopang; a

Fort of 12 Guns, in poffeflion of the French, and', ’
commianding the Paffage of a River, which muft be
forded to get to Pantzcbery, being about four Miles
to the Southward of that Place: 1o that the Reduction
of that Fort was sof great Confequence, ‘as well to
cover their Paffage over: the River; as for keeping a
Communication apen with the Army and Fort §7,
David's. ‘The next Day a Detachment of Foot,"
fupported by the Grenadiers of the Army, attacked
the Fort, but were repulfed, with the Lofs of 30

'Mm killed and wounded. Mr. Bofeawen found by

: that \
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that Repulfe, that it would be impracticable to take

the Fort without battering Cannon ; and there being

none with the Army, he ordered two to be got a- |

fhoré that Evening from the Squadron, and next

Morning 1100 Seamen were put afhore. - ‘T hey had i
been 'We% difciplined in- the Firelock and Grenade

Exercife, and were formed into eleven Companies,
under the Command of their own ‘Officers, Lieute-

pants beingas Captains, ‘and Midfhipmen as Lieute-
nants and Enfigns. The whole Batal}non: was com= ||
manded by a Captain of a 20 Gun Ship as-Cglgn{eL -
o , the Trenches were opened betore ; ;
Auguf the 16th, the 1 renche P . before the Town, and began their Approaches.” -

Ariocopang:  The 18th the Approaches were carried.

'nearer the Fort, which the Enemy perceiving on. J4 ‘ ;| rrifo it
the M ’  beat back with the Lofs of 100 Men by their own
i Account. On our Side, a Captain, with a few pri-

the Morning of the 1gth, made a Sally of almoft

.the whole Garrifon, but were ~b’°3t’b‘,‘°.kb vlvith “I{'Ofi. 5
* hev ‘a Maj ain* belonging to ¢ &
tho’ they took a Major and Capt ars 't - September the 4th, our Peoons intercepted and
4 brought inte the Camp 103 French Prifoners, who
1 were coming from Mabe, ‘a Settlement they have on
i the Coaft of Malabar, to reinforce the Garrifon of
| Pomtichery. - oo e

Mr. Bofcawen, thro’ the Indifcretion of his Men. In
th: Heiéht«h of the Skirmifh, a Battery, which the
Enemy had thrown up on the oppofite ‘Side of the

River, and greatly difcommoded our Men, blew up.

by Accident, and killed 48 Men, with the Officer that

.ommanded them, Thofe in Ariopang, fecing that, § ~ September th ‘
od fo ' | teries,” which filenc’d two mud Batteries the Enemy.

and fearing their Retreat might be cut off from Poz-

tichery, our’ Lines being ‘all 'under Arms on- thgin; .
March towards them to make a general Storm, quit-

ted the Fort, and paffed the River under the Cover

" of their own Guns, leaving only a few Men to make

a Shew of Defence; and to protect the main Body’s

-Retreat, - ‘Thefe likewife quitted the Fortas foon as

the others had got fafe over: the River; and blew up

the Baftion that faced " it, to prevent our turning ltS

Guns upon themfelves. -

- Our Forces imm‘edia‘tclyf took'l“Poﬁeﬁ‘lon of the

Fort;: but.thchar‘rifo;},V by th’at: ti’ri_ne',“ had g‘ll ~.Pafs’d'

.. the

il Anchor to the Northward of the Town, =
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the River, and got fafe under the Cannon of Pons?-
chery. L L
. Auguft the 23d, our Camp mov’d under the Walls
of Ariocopang, and lay there three or four Days for
the Army to refrefh, in which Time the Fort was
repair’d by the Coolies.” A fmall Garrifon being left
in Ariocopang, the Army then mov’d on towards
Pontichery, and encamp’d three Miles to the NW.
of it, having an open Communication both with
Fort St. David’s, and the Squadron which was at

Auguft the 29th, our Men open’d the Trenches ,
The 31ty the Garrifon made a Salley, but were

vate Men, were kill’d and wounded.

- September the gth, our Men rais’d two fmall Bat-

had thrown up on' the Flanks of our Works, and

i kill’d a great many Men belonging to Mr. Bofeawen,’
: who having carried on his Entrenchments as far as
| he thought requilite, and, indeed, as far as he could
| well do, on account of a ftanding Water ‘whichhe
i had in his Front, began to ereét Blinds for his Bat-

teries, but for Want of a greater Number of Men,
and the heavy Rains, then beginning to fall, quite
filling his Trenches by the Lands being fo low, and
the inceflant Fire of Shot and Shells from the Town
hindering not a little, it was the 25th before his Bat- .
tertes were finifh’d : In the Interim little happen’d,

S “worth




“worth Notice, except a Skirmifh or ‘two, -near the [

" the Town..

ceed fo well, for the Enemy’s Fire being greatly fu-

~mounted . the Guns, yet the Enemy doon; fired them
~ fo thick, that our Guns made no:Breach, tho’ they

- Breachy efpacu;ly fuch Walls as: theéy had ‘to deal

[ 72 ]

Water-fide, batween the Enemy and fome Parties
of otrs, bringing up Stores landed from the Ships,
in ‘which feveral Men were kill’d onboth Sides.
September the 25th, our Men unmafk’d two Bat-
teries, one of 8, and another of 4 Guns, 24 Poun-
ders each, whtch with the Bomb Batterxes, where
they had go Mortars, :great and fmall, monoted,
began to play on two Baftions, and the Citadel of
- The Bomb Ketch likewife, which came
out with the Squadran, had kept an inceffant Fire
from the Time of their firft opemnO‘ the ‘Frenches.
The 24th, Admiral Boftawen’s Squadron warp’d |
in near the Baftions of the Town, and képt.a conti-
nual Fire all Day, which otlig’d the Enemy to quit
their Guns, fo that -they -did’ the Ships little or no
Damage, but on the Land the Army did not fuc-

!
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perior toours, kill’d:a great many of owr-Men, and
difmounted feveral of our:Guns,. the French having
threwn up mud Batteries.on the Glacis of the Town,
and mounted a great many Guns on the Curtain bes
tween' thé Baftions ;-and t hough "our Shot knock’d
down ‘maft of the Nerlons of two Baftions, and difs

from thence.again,. making ufe of Cotton Bags, ¢,
to fupply the- Place of Merlons. - Their Waﬂs were

were fired mreﬁ”anciy for upwards of a Week, .our
Batteries :being -at too grear a Diftance to batter in

with. . ‘And-there being, as I {aid:before, a. fkandmo
Water in their Eront, 150 Yards over, our I \’Ien
could” have no dry Ground to raife Batteries on-that
Side of the Town, unlefs they cartied on their Ap-
proaches, anOther ‘Way, to-thg very Glacis of :Po-

| tzc/aery,

the Befiegers, who were fo wedken’d by Deaths and

- from the Batteries, and burnt the Platforms, and
- ‘fuch Carriuges as were render’d ufelefs ; and next

~ they"artiv’d next Day, without meeting with any

ﬁcovnts, a greater Number. .

would. The whole is furrounded by a very fine |

R | L ,‘
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tichery, which Mr. Bofeawen thought fo be a Work |
of great Difficulty and Hazard, efpecially in the
Condition his Men were in, fcarce one of them be §
ing -free from the Flux, and great Numbers wete .
fent to the Hofpital at Fors St. David’s. *Twas
therefore thought impoflible to reduce the Town
‘that Seafon,” the NE, Monfoon being fet in, and the
Rains then falling very heavy, which greatly harafe’d

Sicknefs, that fome were oblig’d to be 6n' Duty for
two or three Days together, and thofe that mounted
‘Guard in the Trenches;, were forced to f’cand up to
-the Breech in Water.

Accordingly, Offober the 4th Mr. Bq/bawen, after
doing with them all that Men couild do, order’d all
the Guns, Mortars, Ammunition, £¢. to be brought

Morning having fhipp’d off every Thing in Safety, |

3

" the Battahon of Seamen imbark’d. The Day after 3

‘that, the whole Camp mov’d ifi great Order towards :
. Fort St. David’s, having blown up Ariocopang, where

‘Thing, worth Notice, to obftruct their March after
havmg between 3 and 400 Men kill’d at the Sxege 3
-and the French loft, accordmo to thezr own ‘Ac:

Pantzebery is a-large Garrlfon Town, five Miles in
- Circumference, and about 16 to the Northward of
Fort 8t. David’s § " but the Number of the Bmldmas
in itare hot in Propottion to the Extent of the Place,
grcat Part-being Gardens, which caufed the prodi-
~gious Nutnbet of Shells our Men threw _into the
Town, not to'do the Execution they otherwife 3

Wall of great T hxcknefs, buile pf Brxé:k, and/;aroper-
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 fortified with Baftions,  Ravelines, {&¢. and fuc
gaifs:of. itaas are not wafli'd by the Sea, encompafied
‘with a wet. Ditch, Glacis, Pallifadoes, Coqpt_erfca.rps,
€¢. according to the modern Way of qunﬁcauon{:
In the Center of the Town is a Citadel, '.capable o
making ‘2 good. Defence after the taking of thc_
T own-‘; the Garrifon of which, wh'e‘rl“ Mr. Bofcawen
open’d the Trenches, confifted of about 2000 Euro-
peans, befides a Multitude of Blacks, and was well
provided with Ammunition, Provifions, and all
manner of Neceflaries ; fo that it would .have; t,aken,‘
at leaft 10000 Veteran Troops to reduce it, as’twas

defended with upwards of 300 Pieces of Cannon,

‘mounted on the different Works of the Place, ~and
Eﬁgcnhave had then a great Number of Mortars, by
the vaft Quantity of Shells they threw d,_axly;among_ﬁ
, en. - | | e ;
Outi hIl/nlall now return to remark the Proceedings of
our Squadron, under Mr. Griffir’s Command, after
“having -anticipated a further Relation of them, by
the above Account of the Siege of Pentichery. . Not
‘long before Admiral. Bofcawen arrived at Fort St.
David’s; Mr. Griffin hoifted the red Flag at- the
- Mizen-topmaft-head, being appointed:-a Rear-Admi-
Aralfby the Lords of the Admiralty s arx.d; fOOI},»aftCE,:
our Ship the Prefton being leaky, and, in fome Parts

of her, the Wood confiderably decay’d, = was fur-
vey’d by Order of the Admirals, by the Carpenters.
of the other Ships, who reprefented her Condition to.

be fuch, that *twas thought proper fhe fhould be left
‘in the Country as a Hulk 5 accordingly, we put all
“the Guns athore at Fort St. David’s, and on the 16th

of Auguft failed for Trinkonomalle, with the Princefs

Mary, - Admiral Griffin, the Pearl. and;;: Medway,
‘.whic{i laft had come from that Place about a Month
befere,, . where they had ftrengthened her upper
b 9, VA o ¥ . 7 Works,
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Works, and hove her down, tho’ all the Pains they

took with her was to little Purpofe, as the'flill con-

tinued to be as leaky as ever, - T A

- The Exeter, York, Harwich, and Eltham, having
 joined the Squadron under Admiral; Bofzawen’s Com-
mand, and the Medway Prize being fent to Bengal
for Provifions,  to ferve the Ships' that were bound
to England in a fhort Time, we ply’d to the South-
ward. with the Ships under Mr. Griffin; took in a
Supply of Arrack at Negapatam, and arrived at Trin-
konomalle the 4th of September, ‘where we found the
Winchefter, lately come from Bombay, at which Place
fhe had been to get a new Mainmatt, and hove down:
to ftop her Leaks. - That Ship, with the Ewéer,
had fail’d for the Coaft of Malsbar in February, and
forced athore a French Company’s Shi p,- near their
Settlement at Mabé,  Soon after our Arrival at Trin-
konomalle, our-Ship the Préfion, and the Medway,
weére haul’d-into the Cove, between the two {mall
Ilands, where they were both put out of Commiffion,

-and their Crews were diftributed amongft the other

Ships in the Bay., - The Prefton having the Boatfwain
left in her, with a few Men to pump her, was con-
verted into'a Hulk, to heave Ships down; and the
Medway was left funk clofe to Company’s Ifland, as
the was fo much decay’d and leaky, that the could
be-no longer kept afloat with inceffant Pumping,
which her Men had been conftantly ufed to for feve-
ral Months before thae, - " S

- - In'the Month of November, the sz'néeﬁ Mary Wés

hove down by the Prefton, as was immediately after

the Pearly and fome of the Shipsof Admiral Bofeaw- |

en’s Squadron, came in there to refit, after the Siege
of  Pentichery was raifed. - While we continued  at
Trinkonomalle; where the Dutch have a Fort, with
abput 200 Soldiers in Garrifon, and there is a Town

L2 : near’
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 pear it, inhabited by the Gylowgfe, we were daily fup-
 plied with Plenty of Fifh, which we either caught in

our own Boats, or bought cheap from the Inhabi-

tants ;' but we found g Scarcity of almolft every other
fort of Provifions, occafioned by theextraordinary
Confumption made of every thing, by fo many Ships
Dbeing at that Place, which is but fmall, and with the
peighbouring Country thinly inhabited, fo that we
loft a great many of our Seamen by Sicknefs, for

! want Of'fuﬁi,cient' Refrethmént 3 for.th¢=~Coun;ry

People being Pagans, and enjoin’d by the fuperfti~
gious Cuftoms prevailing in their Religion, to havea

great Veneration for Cows and Oxen,. did not care

for difpofing of them readily, tho? they had Plenty

purchafed. o e

~ Fanuary the 17th, 1749, the Squadron being
fitted for Sea, by taking on board a Stack of Water
and Woed, and a Supply of Bread, Rice, &e. from
the Medway’s Prize, fome Days before that arrived
from Bengal, as the Lively'had in the Month of Oo+
ber, we faiFd from Trinkonemalle, with the Ships uns
der Admiral Griffin’'s Command, viz. -the Princefs
Maryy Winchefter, Pearly Medway's Prize, and
Lively. - “We proceeded on our Paflage to England,

i)l the gth of March, when after making 62 De- -

grees of Longitude Weft from the Tand of  Ceilon,
and we had obferved in the Latitude of 134° 39%
South,” we faw the Land; being fome Part of the
Coaft of Africa, to the North Eaftward of Cape La-

gullas. For 13 Days after that, we had hard Gales

'of Wind from the South-Weftward, which kept ug
plying in Soundings, where we had between 70 and
40 Fathom Water, - on 'the Bank which lies to'the
Faftward of the Cape, but we gained little Ground,

S o e ag

of fine Cattle; and ’twas with Difficulty that frefh -
eef, for the worft of our fick Men, was fometimes

=
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‘Surgeons, -~

~ lence from the N.W, between the Months of May’

* The Hoitentots, who are the original Inhabitants of
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as it blew fo hdrd, fometimes with a great Sea, as o
to oblige us to lie to under our Mainfails, “till the |
22d Inftant, when the Wind fhifting to the Eaft+
ward, - enabled us to fteer for Table Bay, near the
Cape of Good Hope, where we arrived with all- our
Ships on the 24th. Next Day we put afhore, at the
Cape Town, all our fick Men, where they had all
the Refrefhments the Place afforded, and being lodged
in Houfes hired of the Datch, by our Admiral’s Or-
der, were taken Care of, and attended by ourown

The Dutch have been fettled in that Country ever
fince the Year 1650, and have great Numbers of
their own People inhabiting feveral hundred Miles
from their Capital, the Cape Town, which is'well

copled 5 and being about 3 Miles in Circumference,
is built clofe to the Sea, on the SW. Side of the Bay,
at the Foot of a very high Mountain, which 1s fat
at the Top, and for that Reafon cal’d the Tablé
Land. The Houfes in the Town refemble much
thofe in Holland, except as .to their Covering, for
they are all, together with the Church, thatch’d with.
Straws becaufe if they were tiled, they would be
more liable to be uncover’d with greater Danger to
the Inhabitants, by the fudden Blafts of Wind which
come fometimes down from the high Land, and the.
frequent. Storms which blow there with great Vio e %

and September. = S S
" The Soil of that Country is very fertile, and pro- 4
duces Plenty of Cornand Wine :  With the formet
the Dautch fupply their Settlements in the Eaff-Indiesy 5
and of the Jatter,- which is reckon’d to be the beftin  §
the World, they fend great Quantities to Europe,

the Country, and a fort of Savages, differing, in
prt: O oavect e many
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many Refpects, little from brute Beafts;  permiit the
Dutch to make what Improvements they think pro-
per, and referve only a Liberty to themielves of feed-

ing their Cattle, in which they take great Delight,
and employ all their Time, infuch-Places as'do not

fuit the Conveniency of the Dusch.to cultivate. -~

- April the 211ty opr Men being moftly recover’d,
after taking on board a Supply of Wine ‘and a great
Number of Sheep alive, for the; Ufe of our Ships

- Crews, .we fail’d with our Squadron from Table Bay,

which is in the Latitude of 34 deg. oo min. South.

“and about 8 Leaguesto thie N. W of the ‘Promon-
“tory, properly call’d the Cape of Good-Hope y and in

that Bay we obferved the Variation of the Compafs tor
be 16 deg. 12 min.: Wefterly. We had; variable
Winds, and much calm Weather, from the Time we
left Tuble Bay till we got as far .to Northward as the
Latitude of 26 deg. oo.min, South, where we found
the fettled: S.E. Trrade,. which carried. us in a few:
Days to the Ifland of. St. Helena, where. we arriv’d

P with our Squadron on the, 20th of May. . =

. This Ifland lies in the Latitude of 15° 5‘.8'"1_. “So‘uth;

- and is about 540 Leagues to the N. W..of the Cape
of Good Hope, It is-about 8 Leagues, in: Circum=

ference,: very high and mountainous, and is kept
entirely by our Laft-India Company, on Account .of
its proper Situation for their ‘Ships from the Eaf
Indies, to ftop at for Water, and Refrethments.
There it a fmall Town built in a Valley,. about the
Middle of the N. W, Side of .the Ifland, where the

- Company has a Fort, with fome good Batteries of

(uns fronting the Road where the Ships lie at.An-

chor, which is o a narrow Bank about a Mile from

the Shore. e e e T
- In that Fort, the Governor.refides, and it has a
Garrifon of about 200 Soldiers, who likewife are for

the

e
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the Guard of fome other fmall Forts in different Pirts
of the Ifland. - -~ .. . . '

‘Befides the Company’s immediate Servants, there
are many private Families fettled in the Ifland, ‘who

have Plantations in the Vallies and on the Sides of

the Mountains, where they rear up Cattle, and all
Sorts of Poultry, which they fell to' the People of
the Ships that ftop there.  “The Ground produces -
litle elfe-befides' Pafturage for their Stock, and Po-

tatoes and Yams (a Sort of Root which is very good

eating when well boil’d) which are commonly made
ufe of in the room of Bread for. the Inhabitants;
for, ‘though in:many Places of the Ifland Corn would
grow very well, ’tis impoffible to preferve it till
sipe from being deftroyed by the Rats and Mice,
which {fwarm in the Fields there. |
Many. of the-Mountains in this Ifland are almoft
inacceflably - fteep, and the "Tops of them by their °
great Heighth frequently attract the Clouds, which

defcend in Rain, and caufe a perpetual Verdure in

the Valleys below. - The Garrifon is fupplied with

| Provifions yearly by a Storethip from Zngland, and

the Planters receive frequent Recruits to their Stock

of Bullocks and -Sheep, by the Ships that touch at

the Cape of Good Hope,  in their Way 1o the Ifland ;

by which Means they areenabled to furnith, though

at a pretty dear Rate, freth Provifions te the Com-
pany’s Ships that ftop there for Refrethments..

. Fith is very plenty at S¢. Helena, efpecially a cer-

tain Sorc’ call’d- Horfe-Mackare], which are ex-
tremely good, and are- commonly catch’d in the
Night, when *tis ufual to carry a Light in the Boat
that goes a Fithing, which makes them approach in.

- Shoals, and fo are eafily taken in great Quantities,.

‘While we lay in S¢. Helena Road; where we obferv’d
by an Amplitude the Variation of the Compafs ¢® 56+ -

3 Wetterly, o
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Wefterly, Moft of our Ships fetch’d thexr Water
from Lemon Valley, which is about a Mile and a half
to the Southward of the Town, where the Watering’
* Place is'not fo convenient for filling of Cafks.

- Faune the 7th, having taken on board a fufficient
Stock of Water, and the Eaftcourt Company’s Ship
under our Convoy, we- fail’d from St Helena thh
our Squadron from Englond. AL

~We met with ‘nothing material in our Paﬁ?age
and arriv’d fafe at sztbead on the g1it of Faly with
our Ships, which were alt foon after put out of Com-
miffion in the River Thames, except the Princefs
Mary, -which was paid off on the 20th of Azggzg/t
following at Portfumouth. >

Before I conclude, 1 think it will not be amafs to
 make the following Remarks concerning the Trace
Winds and Currents in the Atlantic Ocean.

In the Atlantic Ocean, which feparates the Con-

' tinents’ of Africa and America, the NE. and SE.

Trade-Winds, the former prevailing moftly between
the Tropic of Cancer and the Aquator, and the late
ter between that and the Tropic of Capricorn, blow
the whole Year, without Intemuﬂiong but not with

equal Force, at all times, nor in all Latitudes ; for

fometimes Ships, either bound to the Southward
from Europe, or coming from Brazil, or the Egft-
Indies, carry thefe Winds 3 or 4 Degrees on the con+

trary Sides of the Aquator, tho’ ‘they commonly .
" rheet with ‘calm Weather, attended: with Thunder,

Lightning, and Rain, ‘within four or five Degtees of
each Side of the Line. “But more to the Northward
or Southward, it may be looked upon as a generat
Rule, that thefe Winds, for the moft part; blow mox
derately at E. N. E.and E. S, E. and are fometimes
found ‘in the Latitudes of 30 Degrees, by Ships

which will keep them il they get “the true Trade
E . near

| Calms, but more to fair Weather and freth Breezes; .-
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near the Tropics 3 butas that does not always haps
en, it is not to be looked upon as a general Rule.
In the middle'of this Ocean, near the &quinottial
Lines it is not fo much fubject te Tornadoes and

therefore all Ships bound to the Eaft- Indies thould
endeavour to crofs the Line as near as they can the
Mid-Channel, for fear of meeting Calms near the
Coaft of Guinea, or the foakmo Currents to .the
Weftward, of which 1 have experxenced the bad Ef-
fets, in a former ‘Voyage in his Majefty’s' Ship
Prefton, bound to convoy our Company’s Ship in the
Year 1743, from the Ifland of St. Helens. .
‘The* we croffed the mquinoftial Line within a

| Degree of the. Meridian of St. Fags, we met with
j much. calm Weather, with Thunder, nghmmg,
| and Rain, berween the Latitudes 5°
| and 2° 00 South ; and tho’ I allowed the Ship’s

, 00° North,

Drift to the Weftward .to be 4t the Rate of 15 Miles
in 24 Hours 5 yetin the Progrefs of our Voyage we
had reafon:to conclude our miffing the Ifland of St:

| Helena was- chiefly owing to not giving a larger Al-
lowance to. the wefterly Current near .the Line 5 for
| we were by our Reckonings five or fix Degrees to

the Eaftward of the Iﬂand when we bore away for

| it in the fame. Parallel of Latxtude; but did not fee it,

| becaufe, as we found afterwards, we had not been far

| enough to the Ealtward, when we began to fteer for

the Ifland ; tho’ the Variation we- had then was above
11 Degrees wefterly, which muft have been owing
to a Fault in the Azimuth Compafs, as the Vanatxon
at St. Helena is only about 10 Degrees. - ,
- Having miffed the Ifland, we bore away for the
Coaft of Brazil, where we faw one of - eur Compa-
ny’s Ships lying upon a Ridge of Rocks, from
Wthh (he was afterwards got off, and proceeded 10
: the
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the Eofl-Indies.  She had run athore in the Night,

likewile by her Officers imagining they were abowve
30 Leagues from the Land, when fhe {truck.

I have fufficient Reafon to conclude, that the
not giving due Allowance to the Wefterly Cur-
rent, shewesithetBqumottial Line, was chiefly the

| Ganfpfzodr #ifnl the Iland of Sz, Helena, and
JoE Y& "Ship’s running afhore on the Coaft of Bra-
%405 Loth which Inftances ought to make thofe
“awho’ have Occafion to go on Southern Voyages,
very careful about keeping their Reckonings, and
making exact Obfervations of the Setting of the

Currents, when calm Weather will permit them.

Befides, when they may fuppofe they are not far

from Land, the Colour of the Water, which may

be feen to change when near any Continent, fhould
be carefully obl:rved ; and likewife Care ought then
to be taken to found at proper Times in the Night.

But there is nothing more neceffary than to keep

a conftant good Lock-out, when failing towards any

Land ;. as.n fuch long Runs as Ships have in an
- EafaIngiv Voyage, tis altogether impoflible to keep

. & tolerably ex4& Account of their Fafting and Weft-
g for‘want of a more certain Method than that

- ..-which ismow:ufed by Navigaters, for finding- the

Longitude made from the Metidian'of the Place laft
D deparedd Srom 3 which 1§ a Subjecktur has taken u
the Time and Stady of many'iiigenicus Men of late
Ages, and various Scheniess figfé “been by them
thought of, but.none 6f theni’yet-Hive anfwered the
Purpofe of Navigation' to any Dégreg 6f Exafmefs,
4o as to be depended en with ‘Cettdinty or Safety :
And-iftever tharitmporant Difcovery of afcertaining
the Lsofgiesdeat 8ea'i§ made, it muft be by fome
more lucky Geniosithan has ever attempted to fearch
after it in Time paft, ' SRR
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