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INTRODUCTION

HE followmg pamphlet, ﬁrf’c pab-
lithed early in the laft year, was in-
tended to'thew with fairnefs and accuracy,
the real fituation of the Country, as to its

‘Revenue, Commerce, and Nawganon, the

utmoft care was taken to avoid all po]mcal '
dxfcuﬁ’ion, and to keep clear of every thmg ‘
that had relation to matters of Party, but
even that caution could not enfure univerfally
a-candid confideration of the fubje@; there
ate fome men difinclined to believe then‘
Country in a flate of encreafing profperity,
efpecially under an adminiftration they do
not like, and who, with that 1mpleﬁion on

‘their minds, will either refufe their affent to
~ the cleareft plopoﬁtmns, or will advance
 others that cannot be fupported either by

facts or -argument.
“The only aLtempt howeVer to mVahdate
the encouraging profpect refuli:mg from this

- enquiry, which has yet come to the author’s

knowledge, was made by a writer ina news-

- paper ¥, who undertook to fhew that the

Country has beer in a much better ﬁtuat1on B

' than it was in the begmnmg of 1792 3 In
“order to which he {’cates, that in two of the

yeaxs from 1787 to 1790 the Balance of |

- * Morning Chrenicle of May 5th 1792.
— A2 ’l;l'ade -
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Trade was agamﬂ: us, and that the four‘

years from 1772 to 177 § were more favor-

able ( meanmg thereby that the Exports bore..
a gxeater proportion to- the Imports) than .
from 1787 to 1790, by no lefs a fam than

f 11, »505, ooo, aud then aﬁorts, e there

“ cannot be a clearer plopoﬁtlon, than that
¢ Whm the Imports exceed the Expm ts the .

‘€ Balancc muft be pald in gold or ﬁlver,

-the {’ratements arc from this pamphlet, and
are corre® as far as they go, but they are

pzutxally extm&ed the reafoning upon them

is not juft, and the laft aflertion is utterly

unfounded as apphed to thrs Country, the

Imports in 1787 and 1788, fays the writer,

exceeded  the Expoxts by £.1,491,000,
paﬂin’r by entirely the two following years,

1789 and 1790, when the Exports excced- o

ed the Imports by £.2,509,000: Admitting

: ti]ereroro for a moment 2 comparrfon of the
FYPOI’tQ and Impor ts to be a faxr criterion

of nat10na1 piofpemty, it would have been
more candid not to have f’copped at 1738 to.
fhevv thc fate of our Commerce i in the be-

ginning of 17925 but that would not have

anfwered the 1ntend d purpofe, It is Worthy

of obfervauon too, that in the whole peuod

ﬁom 1787 to 1790, the Exportatron of
, ' Britith

IN’I’RODUCTION

Britifh- Goods bore a larger proportxon to

that of foreign : melchandlze, than in the

- one from- 1772 to 1775, which is an incon-
tef’rab]e proof of the rap1d mcreafe of our .
'manufaétures.a : S :
Another inftance. of the VVlltCI s candor s

his complaining ‘of the calzmitous yeczr 1772
being included in the firft four years of the
comparifon, becaufe he fays in that year,
the Eaft India Company poﬁponed as well
as reduced their dividends, and the whole
credit of Scotland, and of a-great part of the
cxty of London was fhook to its centre.

- What effe@s thofe eveiits produced will

be feen by the following account, which
~proves that the Exports in that calemitous

year, were ‘confiderably higher than in any.
one of the three that followed, and the
Imports much higher than the average of
the other three ;—he choofes to compare
the year 1771 however, with 1772, becaufe

in the former there were immenfe. quan-:
tities of goods fent to America, in con-
fequence of the Trade being then opened
after almoft a total interruption with a
f great part of that continent for a confidera-

ble length of time, by their non-importation

agreement : the followmg account will af-
8§ - - certain
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~certain thls, and will prove that the years
from 1772 to 1775, fhew the higheft:
fair - ‘average of the- Expo1ts during the
laft  peace ; 1771 ‘could not be included -

without gomg back at leaft two years, f01

the xeafons above men'uoned

Value of Exports

= 751‘768 =~ = f.16,622,000

. 1769 = - ~ = 15,001,000 . -
17700 = == = 15,095,000

'.»’17‘71 - - - = 18,470,000 .

1772 - = = = 1757195000

‘1773 = = = = 16,531,000 .
1774 - = = - 17,285,000

1775 - - - - 16325000

Average of thefe 8 years ,C 16,743,000, -

“which is nearly £. 1,000,000 lefs than the
‘Exports in the year Whlch the writer fe-

leGed as a calamitous one.
- It will not, however, be’ acknowledged

that it is. highly difadvantageous to a Coun-

try to import to a greater extent than it ex-

- ports; a different opinion prevails, and a
late writer, for whofe inimitable talents the

beft informed men have the higheft 1efpe&

is no mean authority on the fubjec. .
ek ThlS Balance of Produce and Con-— L

- Smlth’s Wealth of Nauom Vol. iii. ch. 3. p. 251, .
: S fumptlon’

v

INTRO D U c'T‘I’o N.

e fumpnon is entlrely dxﬁ'erent from what

¢ is called the Balance of Trade. - It might

- ¢ take place in a Nation which had no fo-' .

#¢ reign Trade, but Wthh was. entn‘ely fe- .
« pa1ated from all the world It may take -

¢ place in the whole- globe of the earth,

“of . Wthh ‘the Wealth, Population, and

4 Improvement may be euher gradually in-

“¢ creafing or gradually decaymg :
“ The Balance of Produce and Confumps g

¢ tion-may be conﬂantly in favour of a Na-

“ tion, though what is called the Balance

“:¢¢ of * Trade be generally againtt it. A Na-

““ tion may import to a greater value than
“ it exports for half a century, perhaps, to+
« gether ; the Gold and Silver which-comes

“ into it durmg all this time, may be all

< lmmedlately fent out of it ; -its cxrculatmg

¢ Coin may gradually. decay, different forts .

“ of Paper Money being fubﬁltuted in-its
“¢ place, and even the Debts too, Wthh it
“ contrals in the punmpal Natlons with

¢ whom- it deals, may be gradually increaf~

“ ing, and yet its real wealth, the unchange-

~ % able value of the annual pwduce of its

“ Lands and Labour, may, duung the fame
perxod have been 1nc1eaﬁng in a much

¢ greater ploportlon The fate of our

# NOlth American Colomes, and :of the .
' o Tlade |



INTRODUCTION,

“¢ Trade which they carried on with Great
¢ Britain, before the ‘commencement of the

«¢ difturbances in 17755 may ferve as a proof
“¢ that this i by no means an 1rnpoﬁ‘il)le
“ fuppoﬁtlon

It cannot, however, be neceffaxy to pur~

fue the difcuffion further, as our Exports
have for four years paft exceeded our Im-
ports; and becaufe in any event, as to
Great Brltam, the (gferz‘zon is ridiculous in
the. e}meme, when it is conﬁdered that
of the value of our Imports nearly a * fifth
part on an average is from our Colonies in
the Weft Indies, a very large proportion of
which is fpent in this country, and confe-
‘quently contributes to the increafe of our in=
land as well as our cuftoms Revenue; a large
proportion too of thofe from the Eaft In-

dies, affords the means of remittance to the

Company of their Territorial Revenues, and
to individuals, of their private fortunes -,
The Balance of Trade muft therefore be in~

: »ﬁmtely more agamf’c us than it has yet been;

C# Avexaoe Annual Value of Imports mto Great Bnmm
‘ for five years, 1787, to 1792 £. 18,460,200
Dxtto . . from the Weft Indies - - - 3,836,600

-’- Average Annual Value of Imports from the Eaft Indles,
R from 1768 to 1775 - - - £+ 1:760,000.

pnto reo- 1787 to 1792 == = = 344575000 -

. o befs ore
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‘before we are z‘/.vereéy compelled to fend out

Gold and Silver, efpemally when the grow-

- ing profperity of our fitheries is confidered *.

Bullion has been and always will be fent to

fome 'countries, in the general - courfe of
- Trade, whzle we are 1rnportmg it from

othe1s. '
- After thefe obfervatxons, it 1is hardly ne-

ceflary to add, that the Impo1ts have been
greatly f{welled, in . feveral - inftances, for
fome years paft, by an’ increafed demand of
Raw Materials for our Manufactures; in thc :

article of Cotton ‘Wool, the average an-

~ nual excefls of the laft four years, compared

. with the ~period of 1768 to 1775, 1s

23,ooo,ooo 1bs. -

The rapid increafe of our Commerce,v |
*Navigation;, and Manufa@ures, in the courfe

of the year fince the publication of the firft
edition of this Enquiry, has exceeded the

- moft fanguine expe@ations on the fubject,
‘as will be thewn in the followmg theets s

“The advantages refultmg from thence have

'however {uffered an mtermptlon from a

" ® Average Annual Value of Oil xmported into Greatham -
‘from our Fifheries, from 1768 to 1775 - A‘ 23,694
Ditto -~ - - - = -~ - 1787101792 - - 206,4.80

1 At 2. per lb is worth £ 2,300,000,

B concurrence’
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concurrence of temporary cm:umﬁances,

very little connected with- the war with
France; it would be extremely difficult to

afcertam to What extent the demand for our

| prevalhng on the continent of Europe, but
“the only immediate confequence in that
| ;efpe_&. of the hoftilities in which we are
-engaged, is the excluding us from Exports ta

the French- dom1mons, to the value of
£.717,000 per Annum, on an average,

fince the Commercial Treatv, which is lefs
~ than half of the Increafe of the Value of
. our Manufa@ures exported in the laft year
o above the preceding one. ‘Commercial Credit
‘may be affeted by various caufes - inde~

pendentiy of - War, 1t ‘was in. perlods of

‘Peace, and apparently_of the higheft ' Na-
tional Profperity, that Holland, in the year
1762 or 1763, “and Eng! and in 1772,
,‘fuﬁ“ered great inconvenience for a thort
“time from a Want. of Credit ; the exertions

now made for relief of the . Mercantale and

Manufaé‘curmg Interefls -are- conﬁderable»
and will, it is trufted, extrlcate ‘the Country
Kfrom its diftrefs eﬁ'eé’cually : ‘Confidence
- among Merchants and Traders was want-

mg more than Money, and the means for
refcormg

‘INTRODUCTION

reftoring that, appear likely to attain the
obje& fo much to be withed -for. In

forming a judgment in what degree the full
effetts of tlhie growing Profperity of the

Country_may be checked by the prefent

War,_it {hould be confidered that we have

" not now, as in the laft inftance, half “the
3 world againft us, but have to contend with -
one nation only, already engaged in hotlilities

~with a great Eart of Europe, and that we

thall not be again re{’cramed in_ deﬁrou

e et R e

the Comimerce, and preventmg the Supplies.

~of our Enemx by neutral Powers mﬁf’cmg on

their right of being carriers._
- The followmg ftate of our Trade dunng

i the war of 1756, lel indeed afford a reafon-
~able expeétanon, that. our Commerce and
Manufactures may not be materially affeted -

by that caufe now; the Revenue, inde-

- pendent of new Taxes, muft in a great degree |

have kept pace with our. Impo, ts, Wthh

‘ are here thewn: A fimilar account durmgA
~ the laft war, would in no degree enable a
“juft comparifon, becaufe during that, the e

whole Trade with the colonies which now
form the American States was entxrely in-

terrupted, and we. loPc moﬂ: of our Weﬁ:"

Indxa 1ﬂands.

sz,”'.~Ax

I



AN ACCOUNT or IMPORTS. Ax ACCOUNT or EXPORTS.

5 )} ~ .

 TOTAL.

B

EXcguﬁv'e'of new = From new 1 o
TOTAL,

~ Colonies. - Colonies.

T'o new

€ : ‘
- » Exclufive of new ‘ ;
.-+ Prize Goods, Colonies. Colonies. =~ Prize Goods.

£?8}7?2',000‘ = —  £.8,722,000 1755 f.1,065000 - —  — ,(,';1’1,96»5,000

1755

1757 B
o 8ae

1758

1759
i 1760’ 

i 1761

21762~'
1763

7750000

8,200,000

8,408,000

.-‘8,942,';‘:06

8,799,000
,»_7,73‘3,060‘

10,471,000

————

A-72,726 |
426,521
| 496;194_
- 833,749

£ 211,266

627,553
| 1,052,522
441,364
465,602

248,702

392,819

i, te—

8,827,553

'8,839,522

8,922,090

, 9,83’4,123

9,543,896

10,471,000

7,961,266

e e g

1756

1757
1758
| 1759
1760
F76I
“1762

B 1763

1 14,4'46,000 ;

11,132,000

11,717,000

13,211,000
14,234,000

14,31 9',000’ |

14,106,000

£ 43,339

165,199
358,235

ey .

274,545

901,207

1,205,809

692,743
340,336
195,164

12,708,000 601,678 235,364

(Im—

A BRIEF |

;"1‘1;720,545 .
1‘2:033,9207 |
“_Aiz,7922,8'09:'

13,947,082

14739535

14,872,499

13,545,042

14,106,000

[
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BRIEF EXAMINATION, &

" HE 1mmenfe accumulanon of' the

led fome of the ableft and moft experienced

men in the Kingdom, not in general inclined |
to defpondency, to doubt whether it would
be poflible for Great Br1tam, reduced-ap- -
_parently to the loweft ebb by a fucceffion
of ‘misfortunes, and by expences unpre-

cedented in any former time, ever to- regain

- Profperity at home or Influence abroad.
The events, however, which have ‘fince

happened, fhew as well the effet which
may be produced by a refolution to encoun-

ter the difficulties of the moft embarraffed
. iltuatxon, as the extent of the refources to

3 __’ o ' bC4

A  Public Debts, and the depreﬁéd ﬂate '
' 'of Pubhc Credit, of the Revenue, and of
“the Funds, at the clofe of the laft War,
‘together with the lofs of feveral ‘extenfive
and popu]ous Colonies in N(Dlth Ameﬂca,‘

it e <00 e 4 £ S R i N A 8 T 8 3E St



te1 i
be denved ﬁom a fpmt of natxonal Induﬁ:ry | | \
and Enterpnze. |

i7 1

new Parhament, in the fprmg ‘of 1784,'
that the Government was in a- fituation to
propofe efficient meafures refpe&lng ‘the

Th Ob & f h f
e Object of the ollowmg Statement Revenues of the country

s to dire& the attention of the Public to
the prefent cn:cumﬁances of the Country,
with refpect to its Finances and ‘Commerce,
compared with the pcrlod above alluded to,

T he produce. of the Permanent Taxes for Amount.

- of Reve-

a year, to gth January 1784, had ‘been nueiniz8s,

and of the

L. 9,667,206 to which thould be added  Charges

upon ite

- .as an mducernent to perfeverance in the‘
fame laudable exe1t10ns, and - at the fame

time to bring to recolleGtion fome of the

 principal meafures which have contributed
~ effentially to the reftoration of our Credit,
~and to the mcreafe of our Wealth and
‘.Trade. ‘ ' |

It wou]d be forelgn to our Purpofe to _

trace the feveral minifterial (_hange.\ which,
 took place towards the clofe of the War,

~ and upon ‘the Pacification; it is fafficient
to remark, that the definitive treaty of Peace

-was figned in September. 1783, and that the
- prefent Adminiftration commenced- at the
clofe of the year; a memorable political
ftruggle then prevailed during feveral months,

~and it was nat till after the meeting of the

ncw

£. 527,053 for duties due by the ‘Eaft
India Company within the year, but not -

, pa1d till a future one, making in the whole

£.10,194,259 3 at this period the intereft
of the funded debt alone was £.8 000,284,
befides which there were outftanding De-

mands fatisfied in 1784, by a loan . of

L. 6,000,000; thefe, together with' Navy
and Vxé"cualhng Bills, and Ordnance De—
bentures, amounted in the whole " .

TWENTY- SEVDN MLLLIONS, (excluﬁve of -

% [. 2,000,000 afterwaxds granted by par-

o ThlS mlght very properly be conﬁdered asa part of the

Unfunded debt; becaufe the claim on the generoﬁty of the
country, to whatever extent it was thought proper to admxt
it, exifted at the conclufion of the war, although it was not

\hqmdated il fome time after sbut i it isomitted here, as
the profits of the Lottery have heen apphed to the paymcnt

of it.

- C AT har_nenx.;z., o

| .
e 604 i Tt i o 8 1%
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hament to the American Suﬁercrs) and Wélc :

funded in' 1784. and 1785

The new f‘unds thus created, ‘mcreaf«;

ed the annual intereft of the Debt to
o £:9,275,000; to which muft be added

SR & 260,000 for the amlual mteref’c of Ex~

~ chequer - bills, .and /. 1,048,000 f01 the
~annual charges on the Aggregate Fund’ (in="
cluding the Civil L1ﬁ) and the amount of
~ Duties appropnated for particular purpofcs,
- and not apphcable to the natxonal Expen--;,

dxture S

’ T he refule is; that the whole charges oD
the Revénue, exclufive of all the Eftablith-.

ments, amounted’ to /. 10,575,000 ; .which-

‘exceeded the produce of the Permanent

" "Taxes to January sth 1784, by /L. 3807414

1t was certamly reafonable . to expect fome
Inc1eafe of Revenue from the reﬁmatlon

of Peace, but. fuch Increafe could not at,.‘r
tlmt time be depended upon with certamty 5

. the only eX1Pcmsr Refources for fupplying
B the deﬁc1ency of the Pelmanent Revenue,:
“and for defraying the expences of all the.
| annual E Pcabhfhrnente (which could by no
@ R calculation’

| e T

lcalculatlon be fuppofed to be lefs than
44,000,000, and have i in fa&t proved to be |
~ more) were the Dutles on Land and Malt;

producing on an Average about £.2,560,000,

which left a deficiency, on the whole, of

~0NE MILLION EIGH'I‘ HUNDRED AND i
TWENTY THOUSAND POUNDS, below the
Sums neceifary to prowde for the annuai

expence , exclufive of . any prov1ﬁon fm
the 1eduéhon of the. Natxonal Debt

- Of}_ Al the carcur’nftance!s in. this fitue-

ﬁon, none opelated in more ways to deprefs
the Publi¢ Credit, and enereafe its embar=
raflments, than the large amount of -the
Unfunded Debt before f’cated yet this very

,deple(ﬁon of Credit added to ’che dl‘hculty of

rcmovmcr the Ev1l

e The £ 3 Pe1 Cents, Wh1ch at the Peace
of 1763 rofe to £.95, did not on the late’
Peace rife h1gher than /[, 69, at ‘which price.

Unquded

Debt,

Depreﬂion o

of the  ~
Funds.

they were in March 1783, but they continu~ ,‘
ed fo high only a few weeks ; they after-

Wards fell gradually till February 17845

Cz ,when o




Dcﬁcxen-

cies of

Taxes dur-
"ing the

o Woar, and

- in ;7_8:3.

[20}

whcn they were at [.s¢ and a ﬁa&:xon,
and were in May and June 1784 (When the
'Debt was funded) at £ 58 koo :

The Account g;ven by the Commlttee”f

: of Finance in 1782, throws ‘a further light

“on thefe d1fcourag1n profpe&s, and parti= "
cu]arly on the deficiency of new 'Iaxes im-

pofed durmg the Wal, compared w1th the
1nC1eafed Interef’c on the Money then bor-
rowed. It appeais by that Report, that

rthele was an accumulated Deﬁcwncy of

L. 2 246,000 of the Intereft of Monies
raifed between 1776 and 1782, and an an+

nual one of ,{: 395, 31.

* They feIl ina r’ew months to,{,' 547, in con{equence of

’ ihe Iarge Loan and heavy Taxes of this feffion, and did not

vife againto £. 58 till July 1785. They were in February

178zaslowas (£.5335. In the war of 1744, they were only

5. months upder £- 8o, the loweft during - the rebellion in
1746 £. 74. 2; and at the Peace which followed, they rofe
above par.

few months m 1751, when they were from /. 97 to [£.9g.
From 1765 to 1776 they fluGtuated prmmpa]ly from £. 87

to £.92 0r £.93; in one Week fifing to. £.94. On the -

3oth of April 1793, ina time of war, and under circumfances
diftrefling to the Credit of the Country, they were [.77 3.

The

“They then fell in a few months to £.99 and .
£-985 hut between 1750 and 1756, they varied from
£-100 to los (once rifing to £ 106) ‘except during a

e T T ———
e i

that the Annual Amount of all the Taxes,

under, R

“The ground’ of Defpondeney indeed m-}.

when better Expe&atlons were naturally

‘entertained; for the Taxes of 1783, which
 were impofed to pay an Intereft of more

' 7creafed at the commencement of the Peace, o

than /. 560,000, d1d not produce half tha.t |

| 'Sum. ]’

It appears further, by the fairie Report,‘

Amount of .
Permanen;- :
Taxes - -
- from 1774.

including the old and the new, from 1774. Wi
to 1782, from Eaﬂ:er to Eaﬁer, Was as

1774 t0 1775 -
. ]775‘;0‘1776 T

- 8,068,000

S 776 to 1777 - - - 8,047,000
C1777.t0. 1778 = o, 8,782,000
177801779 - - - 7,967,000.
1779 to 1780 - - - 8,747,000

- = 10 289,ooo _
Ceo 9,243,000

1780 to 1781
‘3781 to 1~78z e -

2 To whxch {hould be added £ 163,000 for dutles due b)*
the Eaft India Company within the year, which were not
ymd till a fubfequem one. :

£.8,439,000

‘—and :
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‘and in the year ending January 5th 1784,

.. the Taxes amounted to £. 10,194,259, in-
_cluding fome Duties due by the Eaft India

“Increafe of
* the Intereil

of the Debt
during the

. “'War bes
yond Ine

ereafe of

‘Revenue.

was L.

-Company in that year, but not pzud txll a

fubfequent one. :

The whole Pe'rmanent Revenue therefore

EIGHT THOUoAND POUNDS.

It is- not eafy for the Mmd of Man to

conceive a Tafk more painful than the At-

tempt to prowde for’ great Exigenciss, in
fuch a fituation as has been defcribed; for-

‘tunately however, although there was in

general little hope of fuccefs,. there appeared
fpmt in all ranks of people, - to fupport

?zny exertion which might afford a chance
of extricating the Country from 1ts diffi~
, cultxes. :

¥

1,755,259 higher in 1783, than in
17745 and the Intereft of the Debt funded
and to'be funded was increafed £. 4,864,000,
{o that -the total mcreafe of Revenue was
lefs than the increafe of annual Intexef’c by ;
THREE MILLIONS OnE HUNDRLD AND“'

~ The

[ 231
The wholé of the Navy and Vxé’cualhng

. BIHS, and Ordnance Debentures, were fund-.

ed.in the. two ﬁrf’c Seflions of thé new: Pdr- )

. liament, for the Intereft of which' efficient .

Taxes were provided;: and. from: this 'time :
a fyftem of Meafures was adopted and pur--
fued, not only to impofe fuch new Taxes as:

Debt funde

ed and
Taxes im-
pofed fince

the Peaces

might be neceflary; but alfo to enforce and: -

1mprove the colle¢tion of ex1fhng Dutles, in

~order to equalize the Public Income to ‘the’
- Expenditure, and farther to produce a Sur- -

plus apphcable to. ‘the redué’uon of thc ;
Debt L I e e

The Taxes 1mpofed in 1784. and 1785,.?
‘produced in 1786, L. 938,000, and thofe:
in 1789, more than ,{,‘ 60,000 *, !

 With a view to thc 1mp1 ovement of the‘
Revenue by Reguhtxons, an A&, contam-%
ing feveral provifions againft Smuggling,

Smuggling
Acdt.

was - paffed in the firft ueﬂion, which’ had-‘ |

- Thefe “la& were unpofed to pay the Intereﬂ: of the Lom

of £ 1,000,000 raifed by way of Tomme, to defray extraor- -

dmary Expences fince the Peace. -

an
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an immediate cfféé't in conﬁdcraB'Iy Ieﬁ?:niﬁg

' the illicit Trade carried on_ in Cutters, and -
: other {fmall VefTels, all round the Coa{’cs of

; thxs Kingdom; ‘the A& extended the hovera

Commuta-
tion Adt.

R

ing Laws, reftrained the built and rigging

of the Veﬂ'els, prolnbxted thexr bemg armed,
‘and directed the deftroying fuch as thould
be taken, that they might not be againufed

by the Stnugglers: The operation of this
Law was however greatly aided by another,

generally known by the name of the Com-
mutation A&, which reduced the Duties on

Tea {o low, as to pxevent the fraudulent Im- ‘

'~porter from carrying on any proﬁtablc

traﬂic in that Commodlty
to calculate ‘the exa& Increafe which thefe

. Meafures occaﬁoned in other bxanches of the
. Revenue; but it is evident, that the de-
~ priving the Smug gler of the punClpal Article

in the aﬁ'ortment of -his Cargo, muft havc
pxoduced a great effect. The ‘benefits oF

jthe Commutation Act in other points. of
view fall under a feparate confideration; but

it is proper to obferve here, that the gxadudl

| -dxmxrmtlon of Smutrghng ever {mce, is the

Beft

It isimpoflible

[253"

beft proof of the efficacy of thxs and the g

other Meafures Wthh have bgen adoPtcd

In 1786 thc M&mfeﬁ: A@: was paﬁ'cd
Wthh has nearly anmhllated a branch of

ﬁdc—:rably co1re&ed the Frauds in: thc 0b-=
tammg Bountlcs and Drawbacks,

In the fame year the meaﬁne of exCiﬁhg

 Wine was adopted; the benefits refulting

from which will be made moft evident, by

-fhewmg the increafed legal Confumptxon,
and the benefit denved to the Revenpe
themfmm :

‘P Quantjties

Maquﬁ:
A

, Smugghng, carried on formerly to a- certam o
extent, from regular trading Shlps on their
arrival in the river Thames, and at the
. {evelal Ports of the ngdom, and has con-

Excx{' in
’Wme g

[
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' OQantities imported in 1790
‘Average of the three laft years - =

=1

Average of 1784, 1785, and 1786 -

£ 290,143

“Tons 16,649

i

Average 4Inere‘afe -

"The

[27}

The mcreafe of Revenue, when the com-
_paratwe Quantities are confidered, Wouldl
have been much gr eater, but for the reduc-,
“tion of Duties adopted for the purpofe of
obtaining great commercial Advantages by'f
the Treaty of Commerce with- France,

Wthh had been ﬁgned on the 26th of Sep-

: tember 1786 .
Portugal Wines were reduced one-—thnd

and French Wmes one- half

T he Revenue derrved a further advan-
tage from the Confolrdauon of the Cuf-

toms in 1787, a part of this arofe from

‘Convertmg the fractional parts of the Rates ‘

into Integers, Wthh, though lowered in a
few inftances, were raifed in more, and had,
upon  the Whole, the effe@ of ploducmg

Confolida«
tion of the
Cuftoms.

fome Increafe *. Much more, however,

was gained by a Jud1c1ous lowering of the
Duties on Drugs and a few other articles, the

.confumptron of which was before fupphed

by the Smu ggler .

* In 1738, ,{: 20,853 —In 1789, ,{,‘ 22 696 -—-In 1790,

£ 2429210 1791, £. 25,340.—In 1792, £ ~5,93,0

‘Dz ', The

[
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The additional Rates on . {ome forts of ]

'vVVood and the new defcuptlons of otherS~ ,

for better afcertammg the proper Dutles,’
otcaﬁoned llkewxfe an Increafe *,

fequérice of this A&, has arifen” from  the -
increafed legal confumption of foreign and
Britith Spirits’ produced by a confiderable
abatement of the Rates ; the Duty on Rum
* and on Britith Spirits -had been fomewhat
treduced in 1784, but the great redution
was made by this Law ; the effe& will ap-_
pear by the following Accounts P

T he Treaty of Commerce vv1th France
bemg carried into effé&t by this Bill, as to
~ Duties on Importauon from that Country;
the Revenue of Cuﬁoms alfo  profited; to a
fmall extent -, by the Duty impofed on:
Cambrics,  the Rate of which had been
flipulated by the Article of the Treaty
~ which provided for their admiffion into
this Kingdom. This gain to the Réve-
fue was obtained without bemg a detri--
1inent to any of our ManufaGures, for the
~ {evereft Laws had not been able to pxevent' o
the Introducion and ufe of the article ; the ’ : ,
| ‘Smuorgler therefore alone profited by the ';’ B
Dubison DT Oh]blthn while it exifted, But the moft ‘ ’

S t
e g ev1dent Augmentatlon of Revenue in con=

3

# Thefe amounted on the whole as follows : —-In 1788, to
£L- 43:699.~~In 1789, t0 £. 37,668.—In 1790, to £. 48,697.
In 1791, to [. 48,320.4-And in 1792, to £. 49:504-

} The Duty amounted in 1790 to near [.12,000. —In
1791 to,{; 13,737 <==And in 1792 to £. 10,305. ‘

fequence e T - Produce




~Ona comparifon of the Duties on Bri-
tith Spirits, it will be feen ‘that there is an

~increa

fe of more than £.200,000 *. -

‘A\}é‘rage, of "DLities 1‘796‘ to
lufive

430,000

1792 inclufive -~ -
Amount of Ditto in 1786

Increafe

"The notorious evafion of the Tax on Poft 'I'fgz on
Horfes led to an attempt for the corretion farmed.

of thofe Frauds, by letting the Duties to

Farin; and the Meafure has procured an an-

nual average Increafe of £.35,000 on the

former Revenue of £.146,000.

' # The additional Duties impofed ‘on Foreign and Britifh

1780, 1781, 1782, on ‘the credit
lent to the Public, had the effed

Spirits in the years 1779,
of which large Sums.were

hole produce on

each year of confiderably diminifhing the w

thofe articles. ‘

The
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_ Excifing .

“Tobacco.

[32]

There remamed another important Ar-

ucle, of Wthh the Smuggler was fuppofed,

to furnith a large proportion, and which

(even after he had been driven from the tr af»T
fic in 'Tea, and his profits in Spirits had.

been confiderably reduced) principally ena-
bled him to affort his Cargo with fome ad-
vantage ; attempts had been made to pre=

vent the fraudulent trade in Tobacco, by
different A@s of Parliament in 1784, and -
the two following years, without any ma--
terial fuccefs ; it was therefore thought ex-
pedient, in 1789, to apply the fame remedy

that had been tr1ed in the cafe of Wme,

’The beneﬁts to be expeé’ced frorn th1s

‘ Meaﬁlre, did not however prote it from
_an a&ive though ineffectual refiftance. The
great extent of Frauds indeed prevailing,
~and the evident propriety of collecting as
great a Revenue upon the Article as it

would bear, furnithed the- ftrongeft reafons
for bringing it under the regulations-of the

Excife ;—they were clearly as applicable to

the Tobacco Trade as to the others in

syhxeh they had been found fuccefsful, and

3 o ‘ the

TR

[ 33 1]

the number of add1t10na1 Perfons hereby 3

be_)C&ed to thefe laws is fmall in compan_
fon tothe ob)e&* R S

_Expenence has thewn the wifdom and

expediency of the Meafure with refpet to
the Revenue; and the Trade, at leaft the
Fair Trade, inftead of fuﬁ"enng, has been“

conﬁderably eXtended

Average Amount of Duties in -
3 Yeaxs, ending Michael-

 ‘mas 1792 - - - -
“Average Amount of Duties in
~3 Years, ending Michael- :
mas 1789 - - - - - 423,711
L5430

St e

% The nymher of manufa@urers who were to be fub-

jeGted to the Excife Survey by the Bill was 337: The re~
tail dealers were jn general fubject to furvey before, by‘_

felling T'ea or other excxfeabl;: articles:

E : What

£ 578,015 |

T o L ST L e T S S TR SR o
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prefent time, will appear from the following

Pfo"dyucc‘a :

[ 34 ]
‘ 1,~Wh‘akt_has_ been the ‘total Improvement
of the Revenue from the year 1783 to the

Statement
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- The ﬁx& remark which here prefents it=
-+ felf 'is, that the Revenue has almoft gradu-

ally rifen, i in the courfe of the laft ten years,

 ¥rom £.10,194,259 to . 14,284,295. Of
this great Increafe, amounting t6 more than

| "FOUR MILLIONS 41,084,041 * may

N be placed to the account of new TaXes im=
pofed within the period.  £.1,165,789 +

- has been thewn to be derived from the i im-.
| proved colleéhon of feveral pnnmpal Duncs,

. Taxes of 1784 and 1785 . -  ,5.938,6(70 s
Confolidation A&, mcludmg Datics on i
} 86,041

‘Wood and Cambric,.on a medium
of the three laft years - . . _ e
’Taxes ofi78g = T .« L L o000

£ 1,084,041 x

The Licence Dutles on DeaIers in Spmtuous anuors are . -

' nOt included in the above, as thofe Duties were ftated to be.

, xmpofed in‘order to- compen{ate for the. redué’tmn of the Du- &

~ tieson Spmts. .

+ Fore;gn Spmts '-» L. - - - L 478,564
Britih Ditto ~ .. . . . . 207,778
‘Tobacco - = .. . . oL 154,304

, Poft-Horle Duty - . .~ . = 35,000
Wme = = e e e . L 290,143' ‘
£ 1,165,789 .

a further

I 1

a farther Pt opornon is owing to the Mea~

fures for preventing contraband Trade, and

for the better colle@ion of the Revenues;
and the remamder is to be afcribed to thc.
In, genuity and Energy of our Manufa&urers,‘
the Enterprlze of our Merchants, and to.

- the general fpmt of the Natxon, which
~ availed itfelf with fuch efficiency of thc ad-”

vantages and bleﬁings of Peace.

Encouragmg as this remarkably ﬂoun{h—
mg ftate ‘of the Income of the Country is,
on the firft view of it, it becomes mﬁmtely
more o, when we confider that the perma-
nent Taxes have been thus produéhve, not-
withftanding the impofition of temporary
Duties, eftimated at £. 800,000 a year; but -
producing more, which are not 1nc1uded in
thepreceding Statement as they are approprx—

ated to paythe expences incurred for the$ pa-

nith armament without Funding. An atten- -
tive invefligation of this fubject mduced the -
Parhament in 1792, procecdmg with great
caution, and after providing for various ex-

traordmary Services to a very conﬁdemble}
2 . amount,




“Surplus for
Reduétion
of the Na-
tional Debt.

[ 381
amoﬁiit, to repeal Taxes Which bore hardeft
on the middle and lower claffes of People,
to the extent of more than [.220,000 a

year, under an nnpreﬁion, on no hght‘r

ground that the repeal of the Taxes would
not ftop here. Nothing- could be ‘more’
honourable to the Parliament, or more en-
couraging to the Country, than this mea<
fure; becaufc it proved that ahhough heavy
Taxes were lmpofed when that was indif-
penfably néceffary for the credit and welfare
of the Nation, yet that there was a difpofi-
tion to hcrhten the Burdens of the People,

“with as httle delay as was conﬁﬁent W1th thc "

real mteref’c of the Pubhc.

The Meafures thus fa1 defc‘r‘ibed had

immediate relatxon to the Increafe of the
Revenue, and it was not thought advifable

to interrupt the Account of them -with
1efe1r1ng to-any others, but after the’ pre-

‘,cedmg Statcmont, it is nnpoﬁ']ble not to

take notice of the moft 1mportant of all

‘the Alts paiTed durmg the peuod in quef-v |

tion.

] THE

f”T.HE NATIONAL DEisi{ :

1755,

“to the

previous

IS

L. 72,28’9,0406';‘ ;hé*lﬁréﬁﬁ L.2,6 54,'ooo

In. January _1776, before th:e,

- French War, was

[ 39 ]

ditto

Lo12 3’964’000 :

In ‘11786‘, 'pfévious to“which tﬁe,f i

American War, it was

,{,‘. 4,4'1 1,000

ditto

‘whole Debt of " the laft War

Was not funded, it was

£ 9,275,060

£.239,1 54;;000“*;"

-

* Exclufive of 2 Capital of £. 1,991,080 granted by Parliament to Loyalifts, as a Compehfation

- for Lofs of property in America,

o
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' No permanent onvmon had ever been
made for the progreflive and certain Re-
ducion of it: the Surpluffes of the feveral
Funds were indeed direted, by Ads of 3d
and sth Geo. I. to be formed into a Sinking

Fund, for the purpofe of reducmg the Na-
tional Debt, but no care was taken to  fecutre

the application of thofe Surpluffes ; and

" fome of them were diverted, by {ubfequent

A&s, to ether Purpofes, during” the fame
Admmrﬁratlon m Wthh the Smkmg Fund

- was eﬁabhfhed

A general opimon is fald to havc prevalled

that the public Credit would be- effentially

injured, (if no worfe confequences thould
follow) Whenever the Debt fhould amount
to ,{,‘ 100,000, ooo ; and yet, during  the
Peace which mtervened from 1748 to 1753,
no Exertions appear to have been made to
avert the Evil: .in that period no more than

£-2,730,000 was paid of. The fame

want, of . Exertion feems to have prevailed
again in the following Peace, between 1763

and 177 5, as the Debt was in that interval

reduced fomethmg lefs than ,{: 5,600,000.

The -

[ 411

The ;’negﬁle&, "however, of providing fora .
merly an unalienable-Surplus for the Reducs

tion of the National Debt, when the Couns«
try was under fewer Preflures, was not con-=
fidered by the Parliament of 1786 as an
excufe, notwﬁhf‘andmg all the Difficulties

~which have been ftated, for withholdihg

from public view the magnitude of the Ob-

je@t; that Parliament had the wifdom and
the firmnefs to pafs an A& for vefting, un-
alienably, in Commiffioners, the¢ Sum of -

£+ 1,000,000 annually; in which every
pofﬁble precautwn was taken, that could be
devifed, for preventing the Surplus from
being diverted at any future time, and for

carrymg to the Account of the Commiifinio=

ers for the purpofes of the A&, the Intereft

of fuch Stock as thould be purchafed, and‘
- fuch temporary Annumes as fhould fall in ¥,

To" thls great and 1mportant ob_;e&: as .

well as to the repeal of ‘Taxes, the parha—

* It may reafonably be attiibuted in fome degree to this
Meafure, that the £. 3 Per Cents. were at the beginning of

the latt year as high as they werein the former Peace, when |
the Intereft of the Debt was lefs than half the pre{ent Amount,

and that they are now, in the month of April i 1793, in time of

war, much higher than at the end of 178§ and begmnmg of
‘3786, after shree yeaxs of peace .

 ment.




Amount of
Debt paid
off,

[ 42 1

ment of 1792 due&:ed its ferious attention ;
~and ,{; 400,000 Was gxanted out of the

Supp]y of that year to the Commlﬁioners,

to be apphed by them, over and above the

accumulated Annual Sum, wrth an Expec-

tation arrﬁnfr from an Eftimate founded on -
an Average - of four yeals Produce of the
‘Revenue, that a Sum equal to the Amount ‘

of the Taxes 1epea1ed might in future be
appropriated annually as a permanent addi-
tion to the Fund for the Redu&rou of the
Natronal Debt.

Under thefe proviﬁons, TEN MILLIONS
ONE HUNDRED AND NINE THOUSAND
Four HunpRED PouNDS of the Capital

of the Debt has been purchafed % and the -

~ Amount of the annual Sum applicable this

yea1 f01 the Redu@uou of it, is ONE MiL-
L1ON, er HUNDRFD SixTY- NINE THOU—
SAND, Five. HUNDRLD AND EIiGHTY-

- TWO POUNDS, exclufive of the expeé’ced an-
nual Addmon above fugcr f’ced ‘

* And Loyahfts Debentures have been fatisfied to the
Amount of £.1,444,000, which may be conﬂdeled as a
furthcr Redu&xon of the Publxc Debt to that Amount

: ;The‘ ‘

[43]

The a*tentlon to the Publxc C‘red1t dld: -

not confine itfelf mexely to this Meafure,
for the pofitive Decreafe of the then exifting
Debt ; ~———notwrthf’candmg the many extraor—
dmary Expeuces which a concurrence of
ercumﬂ:ances produced durmg the laft
elght years, beyond the ordinary Charges

~ of the  Peace Eftablithment, no addlthH |
was made to it, except £.1,000,000 by -
“the Tontine in 1789, and a Navy Debt

to the Amount of £.4%7,950 ,-—-deduéhng
therefore thefe Sums from the Amount be-

fore ftated to be paid off, the Debt was dimi-
- nithed at the begmmng of the prefent year

by,{: 8 651,4.50./

A frefh and fhlkmg inf’canee of - the de- |

termined adherence to the Plan for reducing g
the Debt, appeared on the Occafion of the
Expences incurred by the threatened rup-
ture with Spain ;—the Amount of thofe was
upwards of £. 3,000,000, which Sum was
provided for (without making any perma-

nent addition to the National Debt) by im-
pofing, for a limited time, higher Taxes

than had ever been laid on in any year dur-

F 2 . ing

Extraordi=

nary Ex-
pences
paid withe
out in-

“creafing the

Debt,
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ing a War, fufficient to hquldatc the whole
Wlthln the fpace of four ycars. -

Nothlng can more clearly evince thc

‘Profpenty of the Country, than the fuccefs.

“of this Meafure, without aﬂ'eéhno the Pro-
duce of any of the old Dutles The Pre-

cedent is a moft important  one, cfpecmlly

as no. attempt of the kind had been made
ﬁncevthc‘ commencement ofo a Pu_bh__c cht,

| Its prood Eﬁ"c&s are not maeed conﬁncd
'to domefhc ‘Confiderations; fo unequivocal
- a Proof of National Profperlty, and of a
Spirit to meet ‘exigencies when they arife,

without breaking unneceffarily in upon the

{yflem of the Reduction of the Debt, muft
- contribute to make us refpc&ed by furround-
mg Nauons. : : :

HAVING

B 45.,~ ]

HAVIN G thus fhewn the State of thc

Rcvenue, and the D1m1nut10n of the Na-

~ tional Debt, we are naturally led. to: confi-
- der fuch other Meafures, adopted fince. the
- meeting- of the Parliament i in 1784, as have

contributed to our prefent Profperity ; and

_ to clofe thefe Remarks with a Comparatwe

Statement of our Tradeand Navigation : The

Refult will demonftrate, that the meafures

~ taken for the JImprovement of the Revénuo,

have not prcvented a rapid Increafc of the
Commerce or the Manufaé’cures of the Coun-
try ; from whence we may - alfo derive fome

conﬁdence, that that Impxovemcnt is nmthelv

for ced nor acc1dcntal

‘ ,I,n; ﬁating Caufos of Inci'eafc to the Re-
venue, notice was taken of the Commuta-
tion A, pafled in 1784; but it remains to
thew what Advantages have been deuved

from it in a.Commercial VIGW, as havmg
increafed the Importation of Teas by the

Engh{h Eaf’c India Company, as under #

Averagc :

‘ 4* The quantmes a&ua]ly fold by the Eaft Indxa Company,-

on. the average of 8 Ycars, from Septcmber 1784, to Sep-

Commet-
cial bene- .
fits derived
from the
Commiitas
tion Adt.

tember
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Avezage annual impor tation by
‘the Company and their. OﬁI-' i
- cers in 6 years, from 1787 to
1792 mcluﬁvc, was -
Average of D° for 12 Vears, 1773 ,
to 1784, both mcluﬁve oo, 605,074.

-

g Ihc_reafed Ixnpor‘tation»‘ 'j- 1 1 1'2;5C3545 9

T he reverfe of this, W1th refpe@c to the

" quantxtles of Teas 1mported into other ,,_

Countrles, Wthh ufed prmmpally to fupply

~our Confumptlon, is- not lefs remarkable,

they have decreafed in proportlon as our '

Impoltatlon hao 1n01eafed

The Advantages of fuch a Iarsre adchtlona]x '

Impoxtatlon by the Company, to the Ma-

tember 1792, was lIbs. 16,352 4233 of which 'lbs 2,061,842

were exported,. and lbs. 14,290,58( were :ufed for Home

s:onfurnpuon

* The years 1785 and 1786 are omltted in thefe Averages,
becaufe the A& paffed late in 1784, and had only a partial
operation in the two following Years, during which great
Quantities of T'ea were bought by the Company in EuroPe,
for the fupply of this Country. L :

: nufa&ures,_‘

= 18, 108,533 :

R
Ne——
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-nufactures, Sh1pp1ng, and Namganon of this

Country, are obvious; as it either: finds a '

- Market for the Produce of the Company’s
‘Poﬁ‘eﬁions in India, or furnifhes a- Return
“the Exp01ts of Manufa&ures from |

hence. 0

The Value of Butﬁh Goods fent to Chma,
Wthh was in 1782-3 only. £.106 ,000, and
in 1783~ 4> £.120,000, was in the year

1792, £.626,000; and the average tonnage

~ of Ships arrived from China i in § years, from

1776 to 178’; inclufive, was 6 059 annually,

~which in 6 years, from x787 to 1792, ‘was

I 7,98 I annually

o The A& for regulatmg the Aﬁf'ans of thc
Eaﬁ India Company, which paffed in the A&
~ fame Seflion, 1784, occafioned long and fre-

quent . Debates, - on - certain confhtutxonal

Points which do not relate to our fubjet:

But the effe& produced by the fyftem of
management adopted in confequence of ‘it
is no Ionoe1 eqmvocal" the Company are

Eaft India
Regulating

* The Bullders meafurement is not to: be obtamed of all :

zhe ﬂups pre» ious to 1776 :
; enable‘d,

i - .
et s, e e o e e e



Commer-

cial advan-

" tages from
excifing
Wine.
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, cnabled after a long and expenfive War, to e
 increafe the Dividend to the Proprietors, to.
make an ample provifion for the reduction

“of their Debt abroad and at home, to con-
'trlbute Iargely to the Public Income, and to

make a p10v1ﬁon agnnf’c futule Calamxtles.

- India Stock which in 178 3, in- p1ofound,
~ Peace, was at £.119,"is in Apnl 1793, |

in time of Wal, at L. 214

The meafure of exmﬁng Wme has alfo |

proved of advantage to the Commerce of the
Country, as well as to its Revenue, by occa-

fioning the employmmt of many additional

Ships, chiefly Britifh, in foreign voyages to
Spain, Portugal, &c. for the importation

of an articlé, much’ of Whu.h ufed either
to be manufaGured at Home, or to be -

brought over from Guemfey, or the oppo-
{i te Coaﬂs of N01 mandy and chardy *,

The chlef Oojeé’txons, Wthh at the time
~were ftated to the eX01ﬁng ‘Wine and To—

- * The %antuy is more than double what it was befoxe'

the Meafure took place. Vide P, 26.

2 baeco,"_

in 1784

[49]

~ bacco, were founded on the fuppoﬁtmn of
| _fthe hardthips it would bring on the traders ’
in thefe Articles, or of the danger which it
“might produce to the Conflitution. The

firft of thefe Obje@ions has been already

taken notice of ¥; and, with refpet to the

fecond, it may be fuﬂ’xcmnt to remark, that

there are now 441 Officers fewer than there
- were previous to excifing Wine and To-
5 bacco, with Salaries reduced upon the whole
in. the fum of [£.6,900 a year +; this is
, owmg to a reducion of the number i in 1787, ‘

at which time the Salarles of all the inferior

Oﬂicers were mcreafed in order to remove

the ftrong ‘temptation to corruption which
they were under before, and to fecure con-

fiderable benefit as Well to the Revenue as
to the fair trader. | '

* Itis remarkable, that fince the excifing thefe two Articles

there have been only nine Smts in the Exchequer refpe&mg

. them

+ A net revenue of more than ,{,' 8,000,000 is now ma-
naged at a lefs expence to the Public, and with confiderably
fewer Officers, than a revenue much under ,(' 6,ooo,ooo was

N umber of

Excife Offi- -

cers, redus
ced fingce -

1784.

e i 1 v opi i e e

[



Advaii-

tages of the -

Confolida-
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The advantages of the (“onfohdanon A&,

are in like manner not conﬁned to the Re~"
~venue; the Merchants, Traders, and Manu-'
facturers find great Relief from it. The
Duties of Cuftoms, Wthh ‘were before

fo intricate that few Men in the Country

were capable of computmg them, are now
fo plain, that every Importer can make his’

. own ‘Entries with eafe, and afcertain cor-

Provifion
againft fu.
ture unpro=-
ductive
Taxes, -

re@ly the amount of what is due on hlSA
.g00d36 .' o : -

The A& alfo guards (as far as the nature

of the fub_]e@c permxts) againft the ferious
‘Inconvemence of not providing Produ&ive
"Taxes to pay the Intereft of Loans in fu-
ture, by directing the Produce of all new

Fmpofitions, and the Amount of fuch In-
tereft, to be laid before Parliament at the

| ‘beginning of. each Seffion ; for the necef-

- fity of this. Precaution, and the mﬁnrte}
'advantages to be derived from it, we need
only refer to the" Inf’cance of the Deﬁma-,

'enC1es in the laft War, and in the firk yearr:

of the Peace, as already menuoned *,

L% V1dc P, 18 to 2I.

Conﬁderablc_

[ 511

Conﬁderable facility is likewife obtalned

by the A&, in afcertaining, charging, and
accountmg for the Duties of Excife and

- Stamps, partxcularly the former, and the
- Accounts in all the. public Offices are ﬁm--,
* plified in fuch a manner as greatly to acce-

‘Sxmphﬁca,

tion of Ags

eounlis,

lerate the furnifhing fuch Information as may

- exhibit, from time to time, a jult view of

the ﬁtuatlon of the Country

It 1s not, however, in. thxs mﬁance alone, =

‘that the objeé of fimplifying Accounts has
~ been attended to; thofe who have adverted ;
-to the Reports of the Commlttees of 1786

and 1791, will' perceive that the Income :

and Expendxture of the Countly are thereQ

/in {o developed, as to make a Subje& clear

and mtelhglble to every one, wh1ch was be-

, fore m general httle underﬂood

The Sy{’cem Wthh has been umformly-k

adopted durmg ‘the Period before us, in
every inflance of Loans. or Lotteries, by re-
ceiving Plopofals publicly,. and contra&xng

Wlth thofe who make the moft favourable

C 2 ‘» o Oﬁ:s.,rs,

Mode of
making
Loaps,




A& for au- -

diting-Pub-

- lic Ac-
© counts,

© in their Sth Report, that £. 126,000,000, iffued to various

[52]

| ‘Oﬁ*ers, mfures to the Public the borrowxng

on the beft’ Terms that exx{hng Circum-
ftances will permit,. as well as the deriving

‘the greateﬁ pofiible advantage in aid of the

Revenue ‘annually from Lotterles, fo long as
the Legiflature thall judge it proper to avaxl :
: 1tfelf of that Refourcc.‘ . ‘

fuﬁamed by the Public, from Perfons to

“ whom large Sums of Money had been iffued,
and Who had not rendered any Account *y
: : : SRR A very L

e The laj.telcomr:mﬁ' oners of the Public Accounts . ftate,

Public Accountants in 16 years, to Oftober 1780, excluﬁve

of the unfettled Debt of Lord -Holland, were unaccounted :
for ;—and in their 10th Report, that between 1746 and 1783

there were 664 Perfons, Sub-accountants for Army Services,

'who remained accountable to the Public for the ‘Sum of

L. 18,93 3,920,—-—0f the latter, more than 150 have rendered

~ Accounts to the new Board of Commiflioners for taking and

ﬁaung the Public Accounts, to the Amount of upwarde of
L. 35,ooo,ooo, beﬁdes all the Accountants in the ordinary

- courfe.~It is not however meant to fuggeft, that by much

the greater part of the Totals flated by the late Commif-

,ﬁoners for Pubhc Accounts, though not accoumed for, were

not in a great proportion pxoperly expended the Faét pro-

bably

Loﬁ'es to an 1mmenfe Amount had becn ‘

:{ 53 1

A vcry large Proporuon of them had never

been called upon; the few who were, with

thofe who voluntarlly tendered thcmfclves, o
k paﬁ'ed their Accounts for Mllhons, before

a Deputy or Clerk, appomted by an Audltor, o
" who always confidered his own Office as.a

Sinecure. To remedy this Evil, an adt was

paffed in 1785, for better examining and
auditing the Public Accounts of the King-
dom ; fince which, they have been examined

W1th attention and fcrupulous exa&nefs

bably is, that they were : fo: But on the other hand it i$ hxgh]y .

improper, that the whole thould not have _undergone a regu-

- lar inv ci’ugatxon in due time; and it is mconteﬁably trae, that

large fums have bee¢n loﬁ to thc Public, from the Pames, who
failed to account for the fame, having i in fome inftances be-

come mfolvent, and in others, from their property havmg .

defcended in a manner not now to be traced, w}nch in moft of

“the Cafles would render any Attempt, at this ume, to recover

the Balances due, perfefﬂy defperate.

~* Sums amounting in the whole to near 1,‘ 800,000 have
been re-paid into the Exchequer by Accountants, or their Re-

prefentatives, between January s, z784, and January 5, 1793’

arifing from the Inveftigation of the new Board of Accounts;

and of the Comptrollers of Army Accounts; including {ome -
"Balances re-paid by Agents in confequence of a firict Exa.
mination made by three Gentlemen appomted for that Pur- 4

pofe. i »
_ yand
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‘and the eﬁc&s of this law wdl be felt in- 1ts
g fu]l extent, now Lhat we are forced into a
: War, little expeétcd when the firft edmon

of this Exammanon ‘was publithed laft

year. Sums, beyond all -belief to Perfons'
~not experienced in fuch Matters, would
have been faved, if fuch an Inftitution ‘had
been provided prevxous to tho two Iaﬂ:‘

Wars, ‘

| It muf’r be in. thc recollc&mn of every
rone, how univerfal a perfuaﬁon prevalled
that the feparatnon of the American Colomes

from Great Britain Would be felt as a great
and fevere wound, injuring our Refources

“and leflening our Navigation,  We cannot,

- therefore but contemplate with fome de-
" gree of Pleafure on the Effe@s produced by

the Meafures before alluded to, and by vari-

- ous other Caufes which have contnbuted o

to the general Profpeuty of the Country,

_To ‘compare the Revenue at different
Periods, before and fince the Separation,

would not alonc be admltted as a Criterion,
~ ' becau{e

L5 1

~ becaufe new Taxes have been fince added
toa large Amount; although it is no equi~
‘vocal Proof of the ‘Energy of the Country, |
~ that, undcr an immenfe accumulation of
Debt and Taxes, it has been able to effect
moft fuccefsfully what was never before
attempted, the gradual : and certam redu@uon |

of the cht

A more direct Argument will however -
arife from an inquiry into the State of our
- Navigation and Commerce during the Years

of our greateft profperity in the laft Peace,
and at this Time.—In this Inquiry there

occurs fome difficulty as to the Navxga~ -

tion;—it is to be lamented, that previous to
1786, no Ships were regiftered in Great

‘Britain, except thofe which traded to the

Plantatxons Entries of Ships outwards were
till then made very loofely; there was no

fort of check on the Mafter or Owner, who

~ invariably reprefented the Veflels of a lefs

- burthen than the real Tonnage, to fave the
‘payment of Lwht Duties and other char ges;

notwﬁhftandmcr Wh1ch a tolerable Judg—

ment
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| ment'may be formed of the Increafe of our
- Navigation, by comparing the Numbers of

the Ships cleared out at the dlﬁ'ercnt Penods,

‘having in view that, previous to the fepara-
- tion of the Colonies from Great Britain, alk .

~ American - Shipping - was deemed ‘Britith,
“and that the Size of our Shlps is now largcxr |
- than at that Tune. |

~ Number

Numbet of

entered INWARDS to Great Britain.

& Shipﬁ . Tonnage.

1772 - 7,698 - 757,800
1773 - 8,259 - 796,000

1774 - 8,587 - 820,000

‘1775“1 9:247 - 943,000, |

1772
1773

1774

1775

gz
1773
1775

‘[ 57 1]~

) '11772 -9,408 923,811 |
1773 = 9,396 - 874,042
1774 = 9:524 - 808,904

= Number of Bri

cleared OUTWARDS f;
Slnps Tonmge :

‘177:-9719.,888854;“

Total Value of IMPORTS into Great Bntam.

IEREE

Foreign Manufa&ures. Brmfh Manufa&ures.

1774 = 6,729,000 -

177J - 6253,000. -

“'_‘i772 » -,{, 6,746,000 -,(,' 10,973,000

“‘1773‘ 7,114,000 - 0,417,000

10,556,000

I0 072 OOO

Britith Ships
v Ships. . T;)nllagg.
17';89‘— 1 1,90'7'-- 1,401,000
1790 = 12,204 = 1,442,000
1791 = 12,492 - 1,478,000
1792 - 13,030 - 1,387 goo
—  £.14,500,000 ”
— 12,675,000 -
— 13,346,000 “
— 14,816 000 AL

1789

117g0
1791

1792

-——-""-____.__—____.—_—."._.""-“"-______

9,002
9,146

95154
9,108

w

L
i

. B

1789
1790
1791

1792. .

Totil Value of EXPOR’IS from Great Bnt'um .

= [.17,719,000

R IR

ok

Total

- 16,531,000
17,28 5,000

16, 325,000 ; |

"_-17819
‘1730
L I79m
1792

Fomgn Mmufa&ures.

‘-/‘:‘.5,561,000

-
P

. 6,‘568,000;.

5,199,000

5,02.1,000"

Lo T R R B

17,821
19,13C

19,6060
: 19,629

. An ACCOUNT of the Nmnber of Veffels belongmo- to Great Brltamj; in the followmg

—

[T, o

¢ iy

. N

Britifh M

L3

- 14:’

= 10,
- 18,

% The proportron of thef'e thips, in the laft peace, belongmg to the Provmces (now the Umted Statcs) was very large but it

of them, with any degree of accuracy.

+ From this year they continued dmﬁmﬂnug t111 1782, when there were only’ 4:652.

1 A comparifon cannot be made of the fhipping belongmg to the whole Britith Empire at the dlﬁ'erent perlods, becaufe, pre
account was kept of thofe belonging to Ireland or the Plantatwns, nor can_ any cqmpanfon be madu of the tonnage, as the ﬂups W

the paﬁing of the faid Act..
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e forrned of the Increafe of our

by comparing the Numbers of

ared out at the dlﬁércnt Penods,

w that, previous to the fepara-
“olonies from Great Bntam, allk

hipping - was deemed Britith,
Size of our Shlps is now largcr}
Txme.

o Number
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Number of Britith Ships . R (B o | " Number of Britith Ships

A entered INWARDS to Great Britaine ||  cleared OUTWARDS from Great Britain. S
* ShiPS Tonnaoe RN S_h‘PS F Tonnag.e.g R ' Shlps Tonnage ‘ - Ships. : Tonnage.
1772 7,698 757,803"' 1789 - 1 1,9d7 - 1,4_oi\;obo E £ 1772 - 9,408 923,811 “",‘1'78‘9 - 13,648 = 1,515,021
1773 - 8,259 - 796,000 1790 - 12,204 = 1,442,000 1773 =9, 396 874,0427 1790 = 12,762 = 1,424,912
1774 - 8,587 - 820,000 1791 - 12,492 - 1,478,000 1774 = 95524 - 808,004 1701 - 13,501 - I,§11,246
17757 9,247 - 943,000 1792 - 13,030 - 1,587,000 Ml 1775 - 9,719 - 888 854 1792 - 13,881 - ,560,307
‘ Total Value of IMPORTS mto Great Brxtam » TS :
772 — L. 14,500,000 “ 1789 —  [f.a7,821,000
1773 = 12,675,000 1790 e 19,136,000
1774' — S 3)346;000 ’ “ 1791 L e 19;669,000
1775 == 1’»4,81,6,000 1792' _— 19,629,000;’
IR "kAn ACCOUNT of the Number of Veﬁ'els belongmcr to Great Butam[; in the followmg Years: .
| ',1772 — 9,002 S e 1789 - o 1,1,498‘
1773 — 9,146 . 1790 — 12,059
1774 — 9,154 - ‘ : 1791 A 12,536
1775 — 9,108 BN D ‘1792 R 12,931
4 ' | Total Value of EXPOR'I S from Great Butalm | L :
.Fc;reign Manufa&ures. Brm(h Manufa&ut‘es o Total. E I‘orrugnvaum&ureg Bl‘it?ﬂi M;.mufac‘.'tiurr‘es. L Totﬂ -
1772 =L.6,746,000 --/;109973,000 -£17,719,000 1789 -£.5,561,000 =[.13,779,000 wé’ 19,340,000
1773 = 7,114,000 - 0,417,000 = - 16,531,000 L1730 = 5,109,000 = 14,021,000 20,120,900
1774 - 0,729,000 - 10,556 ooo -~ 17,285000 ||  I791° - 5,021,000 ~ 10,810,000 - 22,731,000
1773 - 6 253,000 - 10 072 000 - 16,325,ooo,~ I 1792 - 6,568,000 - 18, 3ro 000 = - 24,8/8 000

~ # The propomon of thefe thips, in the' laft peace, belonging to the Provmces (now the United States) was vety large ; but it is 1mpoﬁible to a(celtam the numbcr?‘
of them, with any degree of accuracy.

+ From this year they continued diminifhing till 1782, when there were only 4,652, : ‘
"t A comparifon cannot be made of the fhipping belonging to the whele Britith Empire at the dxf?erent penods, becaufe, previous to the late Reglﬂer A&, no

account was kept of thofe belonomg to Ireland or the Plantanons, nor can any cqmpanfon be made of the tonnage, as the ﬂups were not accurately meafured before

the pafling of the faid A&, » ‘ v ,
H S In
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In order to bring the Refult of the precedmg Statements into as Short a Point of V1ew as poﬁible, the f'ollowmg

A B STR A C T is added, to thew the comparative Situation of the Country, under the prmcnpal Heads whlch have been enmnerated in
: " the Firft and Laft Years of the Period referred to. o .

Pnce of Jé: 3 per Cents Confol.
January 27th 1784

Logge = - - = e

Pnce of India Stock,
]anuary 27th 1784.

£ 121. L= - ~ - ‘-. —’ -

Value of Impbrts, 1783.'

413,325,000, = = -- ‘—V

- Value of Expoi‘és, 1783.- :
Britifh ) s

Manufactures. - Foreign Produce. - TOTAL.
| £' 10’4‘09’OQO L Jé:' 4,332,000 - ,{: I4~9741,OOO

No. of Britith Ships entered Inwards to -
Great Britain in 1783,

7,690,- R -

" No. of Butlfh Slups cle'tred Outwards ﬁom -
) Gleat Britain.in 1783

1

75329« = = = = = =

Amount of the Permanent Taxes in 1783.

»,C.IO,I.()AF,259.**e - - - -

‘ Irx 1783 the whole of the Revenue (mcludmc the Land and Malt)
BELOW the Expendlture on a Peace hﬁabhfhment,

£2oooooo. -~ - -—,—‘ -'

—
——

Britifb
- Manufactures.

£.18,310,000 L. 6,568,\0\(397‘ ,(: 24,878 ,000

| - - L. 14,284,000

‘ _ Price of L3 pe’r Cents Confol
‘ April 30th 1793

- - = L7 77w
‘Price of India 'Steck.
April 30th 1793,
- - - Ae214

- Value of Imports, ‘1792.

= - f.19,629,000.

Value of Experts, i792. :
Foreign Produce, | .TOTJL;

e i

e

No. of Britith Ships entered Inwérds te .
©  Great Britain in 1792.

- e - ‘1'3,030.

No. of Britith Ships cleared Oufwards from

- Great Britain in 1792,

_ : - - 13,881,

Amount of Permanent Taxes in 1792, ‘

S )

P

In1y 792 the whole of the Revenue, -

" ABOVE the Expendlture on the reduced Peace Eﬁabixihment.

- £ 2031,ooo1~

gy

. * Includmg a poﬁponed payment of the India Compan ¥ for Dunes which were not pald il a fubfequent Year g .
+ Thls is on the Eftimate of the Peace Eﬁabhfhment at J(,' 15,81 1,000, as ftated by Mr. Pitt in his Speech on openmg the Budget x7th F ebruary 1792.
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