o§i

8
Lathihoihn?

33-10

7

i

TM A

 UPonN

I The ACT for laying a Duty upon the
| Reulers of Spirituous Liquors, ¢,
- and fOI' Llcenﬁngthe RE TA LERS |




OCCASIONAL

REMARKS
The ACT for laying a Duty upon the

Retalers of Spirituous Liquors, 6.
and for Licenfing the RETALERS

thereof,

A

Nam vi quidem regere Patriam, aut Parentes, quamquam & poffis,
&S delilla corrigas, tamen importunum eff 5 cum prefertim omnes

verum mutationes, cedem, fugam, aliaque bofiilia portendant.
SarLusT,

LONDOJW:

Printed for A. DoDp, at the Peacock without Temple. Bar;
and E. Nurr, and M. CooxE, at the Royal-Exchange,
in Cornbill. M.pcc xxxvr, '

[Price Six-Pence.]



OCCASIONAL

REMARKS

U P O N

| The ACT for laying a Duty upon fhé
o K_fctalérs of Spirituous Liquors, &¢.

S ali Societies muft be fupported by 2
Body of Men able to bear Arms, ex-

A ogﬁ]\Wj
% N "“{/ﬁ\k»é W7 ‘
! .

7k to appear for the Support of the Go-
vernment againft Invafions from with-
our, or Infurre@ions from withid,

there are therefore but two weys of
fupporting the Goverriment of any

" Country: The firt is by Managing and Condu&ing the
- Spiriz of the People, and thereby Ingrofling their Efieemn

and Affedions ; for the Generality of the People will be

" always ready to appear in Arms for the Support and Pro-

te&ion of thofe they Love and Effeer ; therefore it is the -
Intereft as well as the Duzy of the Government to cxlti-
wate Military Difcipline, and the ufe of Arms, among the
People, and confequently fuch a Goverhment can have
no occafion for Numerous Mercerary Armies.. T
The other way of Supporting a Governiment is by mak-

ing it the Intereft of a few to Support the Government
even in Spite of the Generality of the People; in which
'Cafee the Governors of the Society are under a fazal ne-

pert in Military Difcipline, and ready



by rendering it Abfolute and Arbitrary.’

re]

ceflity of Difcouraging Military Difeipline and the ufe of
Arms among the People, and confequently muft always
keep up Numerous Mercenary Armies. - - . - 7.

A Government fupported by the former of fh‘éfe»'M'e_ ,

thods is always 2 juft Government, under whatever form
it may be eftablifhed ; and a Government {upported by
the /arzer Method, muft be Tyrannical, let it be Monarchy,
Republick, or whatever other form of Government,

"In Arbitrary Governments, where the People have no
Power to punifh or tarn onz any of their Governors, it is
not abfolutely neceffary for the Governors to obferve the
fir/t Method of Government, but if they have any Pru-
dence, they will aim at it as much as they can ; for a juft
Government, a Government founded upon the affe&ions

of the People, is the only Government which can proper-

1y be compared to a Pyramid eftablifhed upon it’s Bafe,
the only Eftablitfhment which can be folid, fecure and
lafting. , ' \“

Bu%in limited and free Governments, where the People
have a Power to Panifls or Turr ont any of their Gover-
nors, the Governors mauft either obferve the fir/? Method
of Government, or:entirely alter the form of Govern-
ment, by rendring it Abfilute and Arbitrary ; for while
the People retain a Power of Pauxifbing or Turning our
any, of their Governors, they will certainly make ufe of

- that Power againft thofe they weither love nor efteem, by
- panifbing them for their Maleverfations, or at leaft by surn~

sng them out becaufe of their Incapacizy.

is, with refpe&t to Minifters of State, and other Officers of .

‘all degrees and denominations, ‘a limited and free Govern- -

ment; As the People have a Power of Panifbing any of
them for their Maleverfations, or Removing them from the
King’s Councils, becaufe of their Incapacizy, therefore it
is abjelutely neceflary for our Minifters of State, and other
Officers of all degrees and denominations, to Manage

and Condnlt the Spirit of the People, {0 as to Ingrofs the .

Efieems and Affedtions of the Generality 3 And asevery Man
will avotd Punifhmens and retain Power as long as he can,
therefore, il ever any Miniller, or other Officer, (hould
Uyfe the Efiecen and djfections of the People i General,
we may depend on it that fuch a Minifter, or other Offi~
cer, will endeavour to alter the form of our Government,

But as_this canmot be done without the Concurrence

of the P?i&ce,upon the Zhrone, if any Minifler, or Royal

Favou-

As the Government happily Eitablifhed in this Kingdom

Briwin,

LT .

Favourite, in this Kingdom fhould find, that he begins to
be hated and defpifed by the Generality of the People, we
may depend on it that he will endeavour as much as he
can to have the fole Dire@ion of his Sovereign, in order
to prevent his Sovereign’s freeing himfelf from the Ha-
sred and Contempt of the People, by giving up his Guiley
Favourite to their ¥« Refentment ; and he will likewife
endeavonr as much as be can to bring his Mafter into the

fame Hatred and Consempr with himfzlf, in order thereby
to lay his Prince under a Neceffity of Conmsurring with

him in altering the furm of our Government ; for tho' no
Man ought upod any account to lofe the Refpe? and Re-
verence which is due to his King, or to Involve bim in
the Guilt of any of his Misifters or Favourites, yet Expes
rience has taught us, that by a lozg Series of weak or op-
preflive Meafures, and by a lozg continued and ofinaze
Prote&ing of gailty or weak Eavourites, the Préinée himfelf
has unhappily at lalt become the Objec¥ not only of the fHa=
tred and Contempt, but even of the Refentment of the People.

For this' Reafon it is zhe Duzy of évery Mar who has
a due regard for his King, and for the Conftitution of
his Country, to erdeavonr to remove from the King and
Royal Family the Imputation of any Meafure which may

- raife Hatred or Contewspr among the People, and to fix
~that Tispusation upon thofe who really deférve ir, and.

who, only, ought to be foaded with it.
 With this view chiefly | defiga to confider the 4% for
Laying a Duty apon the Retalers of Spiritaons Lignors,

 and for Licenfing the Retalers thereof : And as my aefign. |

proceeds from a fincere Affe€tion to his Majefty and his

~Illutirious Family, withoat any (elfi’ Byafs to his Mini-

Sers ; from a real Defire to fee the Conflitution, the
Peace, and the Quiet of this Kingdom inwiolably preferved ;
and from a Compaffionate Regard for the Sufferings of the
Innocent, in order to recommend their Cafe to the Con-
fideration of the next Seffion of Parliament, and in or-

. 'der to prewail, in the mean time, upon them, to wait

with Patience for that Relief which they may wizh certatm--
2y expe& from the juftice and wifdom of Parliament, [

~ hope any Faults [ may find with the faid A& will be for-

given by thofe who gave their Confent to its being paffed ;

- for I fhall take all poffible Care to make my Obfervati-

ons with that Decency and Refpect which is due to the Le-
gflative Power of the Kingdom, but at the fame time
~with that Freedom ‘which becometh a éﬂbje&of Great

‘Ba , Ir




It is certain there is nothing more true than what is fet

. forthin the Preamble of this A& ; The Conflantand Excef-
Jive ufe of fuch Spirituous Liquors, amongft the People of

suferior Rank, was become a Nafance which every Man was.
fenfible of ; therefore a Liaw for the preventing this conffant
and exceffive ufe of fuch Liquors amongft fuch fort of Peo-

- ple,was much defired by every honeft Manin the Kingdom,

and proper Care had been taken by feveral worzhy Magi-
[firates to expofe this Nufance, and to incite a General de‘fre
to fee it removed, which is a Method ought a/ways to be
taken before the propofing of any new Law in a free
Country. Such a Law therefore would have been very
far from being Unpopnlar, or from raifing any difaffection
to his Majefty, or any of his Minifters. But there never
had been any Pablick Complaints, and I believe very few

Private, againlt the Conflanz and Exceffive Drinking of

Brandy and Rum, either in Pznch or otherwife; and the
fa&t really was, that by the Duty of thefe two Spirits, the
Price wasraifed {o high, that none of the Lower and Iuferior
Rank of People could make a Conflanz and Excéffive
ufe of them. In like manner it had #ever been com=
plained of, or fo much as thought, that the Drinking 4
Dram of Home Brewed Spirits of any kind was a Nu-
fance, or tended to the Deftruction of the Health, or De-
bauching the Morals of the People, the Confiant and Ex-
ceffive ufe of fuch Spirits amongft the People of Inferior
Rank was the s#ly Nufance complained of ; aud as this
Nufance proceeded from the Low Price of fuch Spirits,

and from the Nwumber of Retalers Shops, the Effe& of

the High Duzy vpon Brandy and Rum, plainly pointed

out @ Care with refpe& to the Price; and a fmall Duty

upon Licences would have been a cerzain Cure with re-

~ fpe& to the Number of Retalers Shops, if proper Regu-
lations had been made for preventing any Perfon’s rezal~

ing Spirits withonr a Licence, - -
I fhall grant that the People of this Kingdom might
have lived, perhaps more happily, and more healthfully,

if there never had been a Drop of Diftill’d Spirituous Li-

quors made or imported “into the Kingdom, and I am
perfwaded, that the ufe of them would #ewer have been
allowed to have become fo geweral, or {0 frequent, if the
Government had #ever got any thing by the Confamp-

zion; but on the other hand it muft be granted, that Cu-.
flom i5 a fecond Natwre, and may at lalt become as Ne-
“ceffary, both for our Happinefs and Health as the Common
- Noarifoment ueceffarily required for the Suppert of Na- -

ture.

by which he may Supporz his Famil

sure, The 0ld Britons, in their Painted Natural Skins -
were, 1 believe, as bappy, and as_bealthy, as our Moders
Britons in their Silks and Brocades, or'in their Yrkfire
Drabs; yet I cannot think it would contribute: either to-
the fealth or the Happine[s of the People, to make a-
Law for reducing us all at once to. our Primitive Con-
dition, and Qripping us of thofe Coverings which we have
been accnflomed to from our Infancy, '
Befides the Cuftom which many, even of our fiber
People, have not only been allowed, but enconraged to lead
themfelves into, of Drinking ¢ Dram or two, to chear
up the Spirits, as they call it, there was another Confide-
ration which certainly was of great weight with thofe
who dzly confidered this ‘Affair, and that was the vg/f
Number of Families that are now fupported by the Brew. -
ing, Compounding, and Sale of Dittilled Spirituous Li-
quors § for it is not the Diltillers and Brandy Shops only
that are fupported by this Retale Trade; but the great-
eft part, I believe, of the Inn’s, Coffee-houfes, and Ale-
houfes, owe the Chief of their Support to the Rezale of

- Diltilled Spirituous Liquors in Punch, or otherwife.: So

that I may almoft venture to‘,faz;‘ there are near 100000

Families now in this Kingdom who owe the whole or the
chief Part of their Supporz to the ManufaCture and Sale
of fuch Liquors. Every Body knows how difficult it is
for 2 Man advanced in Years, and eftablifhed in any Sort’

- of Bufinefs, to betake himfelf wsh Succefs toa new Sort

of Employment. It is eafy for the Zool of a Minifier

“to. jump from the Admiralty to the Treafury, from the
a Treafur;{ to the Wag-Ofﬁce, or from the E:;ciﬁ’-Oﬂi'c»é, “
- perhaps into the Palpiz ; but for a Man who has- paft the

flower. of his Age in the Study of one Bufinefs, and in
procuring Correfpondents and Cuftomers in that Bufinefs
and has laid out the Little Stock of Money he had in.
Materials proper for that Bufinefs, it is not eafy for fuch

- a one, I fay, to find out and turn himfelf all at once to a
- new Employment, by which be may hope to fupport his

Family ; from whence we may conciude, that a vatt Num-
ber of Families will, at Michaelmas next, be reduced to
a melanckoly Situation ; and the Multitude that is then to

- be turned out of their former Bufinef; will au
. b€ Zurned Jorn iment the
- Difirefs. of .every Particular Man, and will make it the

more Difficxlt for him to put himfelf into @ zew Mﬂ’tbad,

This, I am told, was Jully confidered, and moft pathe-

 #ically urged, by an Honourable Gentleman, when this -

Affair b
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- Affair was firft brought into-the Houfe of Commypn(s : He
| ﬁgd;?emilﬁio the’n‘?' the great Encouragement ‘that had

e . Diflillers and the Rex
1 given for many Years to the ;D"/‘}’”F’f“ and the Res
?:l?:s:gc:}cln)ift’illed L)i’qu'ors: He repre,:fesmgdwt(t)e dthg;n tthhat: |
N+ f Families that were Support that
ﬂﬂ/ieﬁiﬁi:;ﬂ'gade : He reprefented to them the D"”gef‘,
‘())? putting a Stop to it all at once ; and therefore he pr(;;\
pofgd' the Reviving of the laft Gin d/lc‘i‘éd?xteg}dl[gg_ glta(:i ?‘es
Sorts of Home Brewed Spirits, an ‘addin yme Clanfes
st preventing the Retaling of any Spirits wit L
f‘dtrqlcper?v::sl?fg it fhould -be afterwards found that the Du-‘
c‘es to, be l1aid on by the Revival of that A& fho_\;_ld nofs_
t‘e‘ové Effe€tual for Remedying the Evil complamedﬁo X
?12 {aid ‘they might be raifed &y Degrees, {o as at laft to

‘ ‘ ibiti which was what

SLom hem equal to a Prohibition, w h w
: ‘}Egglee\j'tthen toq be intended. gut' zt}z/:mppgjénr;c;;l m?;l]lj;
- Famili well as for the Nation in eral, this
' g?:?géf;%n?ss Health did not allow him to attend &/l zhe

" Steps of this famous Bill, otherwife when People’s Eyes

avere @ i 4, his Reafons might perhaps have pre-
we{iqu lzglérz‘?x;”i{’emedy might have been fofmed,ﬂanlq
z:tter,adapted to the Difeafe; f{‘]or his Ic{iefa'gitr]:d[?sUi :
s ht reat weight when they are leli o Un-
gzar%sanhdai‘xllegsgclear and unbiafled by any fpecions Preteme;,
T T 4 cess* o H
or{{fﬁ:%ﬁpﬁi’f:;’f‘fe a particalar Confideration with res

. : . g L - S . ht av
j hich, without doubt, had great weight
fp.e[% fitll0 ttlé)”f?’wvgo co’nﬁde‘re‘d the'Declmmg State. of our
I }V' ar Colonies, and the great Co,nfcqvuence _thofe C'o!lo;gzg.s:
ar”ég()f' to the ’Trade and Naval Power of Great Britain ;

for as Ram is not only ‘Manufa&tured, but wholly pro-

oy o vtk » Dominions, and by the Labour
o ggggfnxggnoglgu:zgwn Subjeéls, :'nﬂe'ad of Prohibiting

'4 pe tion of it as much
ht 'to Encourage the Confump ; it a5 m
:Zetg:tsof-my other Home Produce : Nay, we ought to

i 3 1 the Con-~
! g onfuomption of Raum rather than t
'E]%(;stl;;%?zft‘h;gt Sor:‘spof' Home Brewed Spirits, becaufe

‘ . k of
i ofiion of the Liatter, there is a M;xzare 0
anre:zhct:"a'(}i()rZ?dy, whereas Kam is, as I have .ﬁ_‘d’ fwb_oly

P s well as Manafa&ure. e
% »_oulr é’%‘;ﬁ:%ﬁ;;i’rged, that all Sorts of Diftilled Spiritu~

s Liquors, when drank zumixed, and taken zo E,gfejt},
ggséreé\ Poifo;;om,' and brought as certain and. as 1mm§_xa ¢

N Wewsm, By, Efgs

. Command over themfelves : That ‘when Peo

" Duty fo as to remove the Nu

vand upon Licences for:fuch Rerale,

~ing the Drioking of fuch Liquots to Excefs,

tity - of fueh Liquors
lofe the ufe of their ‘Reafon,
themfelves; and that People meeting
‘Places where fuch Liquors are publi
~¢onrage one another to Drink of them 7o Ex
. Cannot admit that it was smpofi

~ ‘Experience has fhewn the contrar
T | &reae Complaints againt Drinking Brandy or Rum
Death - ;

e T S

Death as any other Poifon : That by taking a finall quan
tity People were almoft iz zx Inflant rendered fo much
Intoxicated as to lofe the ufe of their Reafon; and alj
_ : Ple met. pro-
mifcuonfly together in a Brandy or Gin-fhop, or in any

other FPlace where fuch Liquors were publickly retaled,
they enzouraged one another to Drink to Excefs, by which
~many had been aétually killed upon the Spot, or induced
to commit the moft wicked or extravagant Enormities ;
and: that it was zmpoffible to prevent the ‘Drinkingl of fuch
Liguors 2o Excefs, as long as any [uch publick Placey for
Retale were allowed, For this Reafon it was {aid, that
every publick Place for the Retale of Dittilled Spirituous
Liquors was a pablisk Nrnfance, and ought (o be enzirely
removed ; and that then was the only time for doing it,
becaufe, by the laté great Abufe of fuch Liquors, the
Spiric of Refentment was rajfed Jo bigh againft that Ny-
fance, that they believed they would be abjs to get a Law
pafled for that Parpofe; whereas if they then laid on a finall
fance 1% Part only, the Ng.

fance, tho® not fo great as formerly; would continue, and
the Spirit of Refentmene againft-it would fubfide /5 mnch,
that they would mever be able afterwards to get a Law
Pafled for increafing that Daty, confidering the Maultitudes
their Interet to follicite .

‘againft .and oppofe the Pafling of ‘fuch a Law, This

Houfes of Parlz'ammt; for- Laying

on fuch a Heavy Dusy
af ence upon the Rerale of Diftil]

ed: Spirituous Liquors,

as will certainly a-
mount, it "duly - executed, to a Zozal Prokibition. - The
relt was all Declamations againft the Faial £ ffe@s attend-

- Now [ fhall readily admit, that all Ditilled ‘Spirituous. -
‘Liquors, when drank anmixed, and’ taken 2o Excefs, are
Potfomons : That People are fpeedily, and with a fmall quan~

; rendered: /o much intoxicated ag to
and-all Command ovep ‘
promifcuonfly at the
ckly retaled, do ez.
ce’]}»; bur I S

ble to. prevent this ‘Exeeﬁ: SR
as long' as any (uch publick Place of Kerale was allowed,
y.; there was wever any -
5 10 Exs
oefis



eefs : What was the Reagdn,?l Brandy and Rum are cet: - | Tn the rext PI ‘
o aoxicating, and as tempiing o the Palgar as - q Ao the mext ace, confidering the Numbers L
Gin : The Reafon then, and the owly Reafon, muft cer= W lies that have fer up, not only b)§ the é\gizié‘f;;cgf 5 an?)xw

: y Dut by

" tainly have been the High Price 2. Is it not then apparent. % the Encouragement of our late Govern d are

that {h'ﬂ Laying a Dut)"g' of four or five Shillings jgepriG;al: b dupported by this Retale Trade, Isguegx}g?;?qd ore nowe

lon on Home Brewed Spirits, would have prevented that . ! K " They ‘ough

Conftent 2nd Exceffive ufe of them amongft the Lowen :

and Iﬂfeﬂ.ﬂf Rank of - Peop]e;‘ which was . then the ;0n{y 3
§

]

, Subje& of;_Cp;mplaint' v But let us fUPPOfC that -even Bran-

zender Regatd ought to be had for them

PR B T k r them: y

ﬁéa?s bt% a’l‘l at once fet a-drift, and,mrm}; ;zlftl“(ljugythgug![m

for Wh?ic‘lielg Vh?"," as prefent for fupporting their F amili'm{"

for twhich ! eafon the "Fr‘ade ought not to be alzogerber nd
_ence tetally Prohibited; for it is certainly inion%rﬁae::x%

Qi&l}éfﬁ?‘% ?;?sf‘}‘}é’;tg‘#‘j;é‘?gon? Hﬁiﬁ@’ﬁ??&égagpsﬁ;’ ‘ f zv ith Prudence and good Policy, for 2 Government to re;

they likewife wo_uld’ have been drank z0 Excefs : Might not E fif;r?;:""f""?g reaz Multitude of their Subje&s‘p;;? :’::z)t rens

a new Law againft Drunkennefs, and greazer Caution in 8 1 ﬂiaier ag*:gﬂpyﬁl;ﬁ ;Vtahyétggzevstig l? e /3 ey i€
’ ral Refentment which pre.

granting Licences, have in a great Meafure prevented this

Evil, without putting it out of the Power of a Poor La-

bonring Man or Woman to get ome Jingle Dram in a Cafe

of the greazeft Necefiity, unlefs he has where-with-all to

purchafe Two Gallons, or a Recipe from a Gradnate Doc-

“tor? For I ‘will aver, that if an Apothecary Sells @ Dram

- yyithout fuch a Recipe, he runs a greas Rifque of Incut=
ring the Penalties inflicted by this wew A&.

" But fuppofing it true, that it was impoflible to prevent
the Drinking of Diftilled Spiritaous Liquors zo Excefs, as
as long as any publick Places for Retale were allowedz.
In .the firlt Place, I muft fay, that fuch an Allegation isa

© great Impeachment of -the Prudence and Conduét of our .
‘Government for many Years paft ;. for it is certain that

ever fince Excifes have been brought upon this Natior,

" the wife Maxim of our Anceftors has been quite negle€t=
ed, and an unbounded Liberty of fetting up Inns, Ale-
houfes, and Brandy-fhops, granted: to every Man whe

~ would pay the Fuftices for a Licence. Our wife Ancer -
flors knew all f#ch Houfes would become Nufances, if
there were more of them in any Place or Parih than were
abfolusely neceflary. for the Accommodation of the Neigh- -
bourhood and Travellers pafling that' way ; therefore  thie
Law or Cuftom of Granting Licences was introduced, ~  §
and. thefe Licences were wever granted but upon Enqui- f
1ty into the Chara&ter of the Perfon fuing for it, and in-
to the Place where the: Alehoufe or Brandy-fhop was to
be fet up ; and they were generally granted only to Des
cayed Farmers or Tradefmen, who might - have ozher~ -

" wife become a Burthen upon their refpe&ive Parifhes 3
- . which' Cuftom is obferved, ‘1.am told, to this: Day, ia -

the Parith of Lewifbam, with refpet to: the Huts fet up

at Dalwich-Wells.- S e

vailed T4t Winter, had been allowed to (%
ﬁ;ﬁy@:ﬂz@ed ajl‘i!;'_l‘é by & Helf Care, itr(‘;l{}-zéfiegvgrb th#‘
%e; Cu,tp{h};ye obtained a zew A& for applying any - i
oled b rve,.,‘ A{g might not a thorough Cure have bééi}fm-

Plie Te}; ;?2 M't»’am_pgﬂéd, 1O have raken Piaceazf”d{;‘? )
et Terms ight it not have been enated that a I, o

place at bi V,,zgl{’a"G‘allqn and 40s. a Licence thould ¢ "II‘Y

plage at m;xz: ,ﬂ”_bx”‘fi”,",“" and thefe Duties Donbled ar a’:_e
a{e ndwrg mas _gt;ter, till they had amounted to whar te!;z 3
N £ 3;(1 at? This would »oz have rendered any r:);

" brobgheros otr Subjeéls Defperate, it would noz -‘%’aé
b B n anyﬂGe:nemly Calamizy ; for People would ﬁav‘e" |
G kel ow e, and o e i
- and there would have been r S occation for any er s

to ha}(}‘;=~ made the Remedy '3‘0?4(; :xfg’agj(;gcgz;l?‘nx ﬂewA&
t—"akég u};, as great Cargrqu‘ght upon fuch Qccafions to‘béJ
e > manage and direc@ the Spiriz of the People, in b' :

o Ger :‘I‘I;])“tr‘\e’vc;?t its: bemg;vm‘»the‘ Power of Men whofe P}*Z’:u |
. anfou fggep r}r‘x'ay,fuf&rf:by a Good Law, to ﬁzfzu~‘Seditz'07;~ :
; hﬂvt'fgiﬁ»d ;QPl.‘? ; great Care ought to have been taken to

o ma Spirit agaisfithe Numbers of our Panch Houfes,
ufe of th -aﬂy fqz{alEﬁe&s flowing frmn‘an*z'mmaderﬂzg
i oF B 50 alf gaind the immoderae Dk
OF Drandy and Rum ; for fince the Retale of thefe too
| hwa%ie 'tl?é:ne‘ 22%2p1tcd? jtfhe lfpigt, of Reféntiixeegtt‘~:>l:3§;f§tt~?g' L
ave been raifed againft the Retale of them, as wall as.
againft the Retale of Home Brewed Spi e 1ot
et the Retale of Home rewed Spirits ; for 'in fuc
i cmff;}d?;}fjf’ the Remedy is carried fﬂi*t‘/yef"i‘bi; tll?e%:g =
 the People, o, it Will always ptodice Murmurings among
- point the éégnd will ‘probably, in @ free Couniry, difa S
(ROt the Led of the Remedy, cuen with fefped to the

CHE NSy B Rt S
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Evit Complained of, which [ am much afraid will be the
Confequence of the prefent Cafe. :

Having now examined this Law with the Freedom which

a Brivifb Subject is intitled to, 1 fhall with the fame Free-

dom proceed to enquire into the Secres Views and Defigas

of thofe who were the Original Contrivers, and the znder~

hand Promoters of this Bill, weizber of whom can polfibly

have the Honour of having a Seat in eizher Houfe of Par-

liament, and in a particular Manner 1 muft do Juftice to

that Honourable, Learned and worthy. Gentleman, who
openly appear’d as its Chief Patron, by declaring that Iam
Jully convinced he had #o Share in, nor knew any thing of
the Ziews or Defigns I am going to Mention; ‘and there-
fore thofe who may fuffer by this Law, miftake their

- al oft egregioufly, if they dire& any Part of their
' ﬂg}eggmemgagginﬂ him. A Man of true Honour and

Sincerity is never Jealous or Sufpicious, and therefore
'is the more liable to be Impofed on; and that worthy

" Gentleman’s krown Regard for the publick Good, and for
the Happinefs and Health of the People, as well as his

Great Averfion 1o all Sorts of Vice and Immorality, gave

 fome People Grounds to believe, that they might prevail

upon him to Patronize 2 Law againft the Retalers of Spi-
rituons Liquors, in erms as general and extenfive as they

 found were mecefJury for their Secret Views and Defigns

This, I{ay, gave them Hopes of prevailing 'upon him to.
Patr(;nizeyz'u%h a Law as they intended ; and ?bey»knew
that his Great Characler for Honour and Integrity. would

contribute to its Succefs in both Houfes, and would pre~ -

vent all Sufpicion of & Suake in the Grafs.

In like Manner I muft do fo much ],uﬂicé _t'0 all thofe

rs of eizher Houfe of Parliament, who gave their.
hc/loerrlx}:;t to the Paffing of this Bill, as to declare that I
am. fzlly convinced that seither of them had any fhare in,
nor knew any thing of the Fiews and Defigns 1 am going.
“to mention. They were certainly direCed entirely by that.

: (. Tuft,and Neceffary Intention of putting an End.to
fgsrgm,ﬂ]am,and Exceffive ufe of Diftilled Spiritaous Li-.

quors amongit the: Lewer and Inferior Rank of our Peo-

ple, which Nufance was got to fuch a height as to thres-

ten this Kingdom with almoft an abfolute Ceffation of all

 Labour and Induftry, and a Zosal Deprivation of all Vir-
Lo gion and Morality. We know that the Bills g
- brought into Parliament are Generally contrived and con- -
‘ - certed by Perfons wizhous Doors, and-are often drawn up,
- perhaps before any. Step is taken in eirher Houfe towards:

the

Eon
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the bringing in of any fuch Bill: This-1 am perfwaded

- was the Cafe of this Bill sow under my Coafideration :-

Tt was cerzainly contrived and concerted, if not fully
drawn up, by fome Gentlemen withont Doors ; and after
it was brought in, tho’ the Members forefaw that the Bill
as it then flood, would be attended with gress Hardthips
upon many of his Majefty’s faithful and Innocent Sub-
jelts, yet as the Evil flood in need of an immediate Reme-
dy, moft of them thought it was better to pals the Bill, as
it then flood, than to allow fuch a Defperate Difeafe to take
deeper Root by continuing for @ Year longer; and they
were the more eafily Indaced to come into this Meafure,
becanfe they made no doubt but that forne Method would
be found out before next Seffion of Parliament, for reliev-
ing the Innocens Part of Mankind from the Hardfhips they
might fuffer by the Bill as iz then fload: This I am con~
vinced was the only prevailing Motive with 4// thofe who
have the Honour of having Seats in efther Houfe of Par-
liament; but there were fome wwithons Doors who had
other Views and Defigns, and they certainly were' the Ori-
ginal Contrivers and the #mder-hand Promoters of this

~ Bill : Who they were [ fhall not take upon me to Menti-
on ; but it is to be hoped the #éxs Seflion of Parliament '

will difcover who they were, and te them ozl/y we ought
to Impute all the Hardfbips the Innocent may fuffer, by the

‘200 great Extenfion, or zoo fudden Effeft of this #ew Law.

Every Man knows that the Cizi/ Lif# fettled upon his

- prefent Majelty is 8ooooo/. a Year, for the Payment of *. ,’

which feveral Excifes and Duzies are appropriated, with
this Extraordinary Provifo, that if thefe Duties produce
any - Sarplus it thall belong to his Majelty, buc if there be-

~ any Deficiency, the Nation is obliged to- make it Good ; and
tho’ there was once 1150004, granted by the Parliament © =

for making good a Deficiency or Arrear, yet it is generally
fuppofed, the Excifes and Daties appropriated tothe Cror/
L:f} prodice a greatr deal more than 8ooooo /. Yearly. It is

likewife generally known, that a part of the Daty upon
Home Brewed Splrits is one of thofe Duties appropriated
to the Ciwil Lif}, and confequently, if the Confumprion of

"Home Brewed Spirits thould be diminifbed, the Civil-Lift o

Revenue would of Coutfe be diminifbed, it not made goed:
in fome other way. The Confumprion of thefe Spirits, -
and the Exceffive ufe of them had become fo Gexeral bes

fore laft Seflion of Parliament, that it was become #ece/~

fary to make fome Law for putting a Stop to this Excefs,

- efpecially among our Infegior Sort of People;; andas any. .

LI - fuck
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fuch Law would of courfe diminiff the Civil-Lift Reve.
nue, in-cafe the Decreafe in that Branch thould not be madg
ap by the Iusreafe of another, it gave the alarm 10 thofe

who have a greater Veneration for zbat Revenwue than they.

have for his Majelty, for his Miniiters, or. for the Health
and Happinefs of his People. - -

- Thefe Gentlemen having thus taken the alarms, tiey na.

turally fet themfelves about Enquiring what were the Ef
Jeéis of the late Gin- A2, With refpeét to the Civil Lift Re-
venue? And as they have all pzblick dccounts-at Come-

- mand, we muft fuppofe they difcovered that. the Ci- |
vil Liff Revenue was @ great Gainer by the late Ginm

A, becaufe the diminifiing the -Confumption of Spirits

- encreafed the Confumprion of Beer and Ale, fo that the

Decreafe that was occafioned by that Law in the Du-

ties upon Home Brewed Spirits, was much more than .

made good by the Increafe of the Excife upon Beer and
Ale; for from Accounts 1aid before Parliament upon thag
occafion, it appeared, that in the Year ending av. Mid-
Jummer 1925, the Excife on Beer and ‘Ale amounted ta
1,094 953 4. but as the Confgmprion of Spirits increafed,

this Excife decreafed, {o-that at Midfummer l<72.9,~'-wh7c;h~~ _
was half a Year before -the laze Gin- A& took Place, this -
- Euxcife produced but 963,763/, which was 1 31,1904 lefs
than it had produced in 1725 ; and from the time the /aze
Gin-A& took place, the Excife on Beer and Ale began to
{ncreafe, fo that at Midfummer 1732, it produced 1,071,240/,

which was 107,477/, more than it was in the Year 1729,
when the Gin-Ac was pafled.

‘much greater Proportion of the Excife on Beer and Ale

. than'it has of the Daties on Home BreWedG SPims’Bi"t v}c:asj
appargnt, that. the Civil Lift was a great Gainer y that
- A, 'thz;t- it would be a great Gainer by any fuch A&,
- and that the more generally; the mote effe;éttually,* fgnglf;
" the more quickly, the Confumption of all Sorts of Spi-
- rits was prevented, thegreqserﬂGaié:er_fthe_C’;zul’L‘zﬂwoggqt :

.

# Seca Letter fiom a Membe: of Parhanent to'his 'Friepd in the Countryy~ =~

G Pagess o

It likewife appeared, that
notwithftanding this: greaz Increafe in the Produce of :the
Excife on Beer and Ale, the Decreafe in the Duties on-
- Home Brewed' Spirits occafioned by that A& was but ve-.
| 1Y dnconfidersble, viz. 43481 % And as the Ciwil Lift has a

- For
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~For the fame Reafin; thefe Gentlemen began to' con-
ceive a mortal averfion to the Drink’ingfof Punch; for ever’
ry one knows that a Bottle of real good Braundy or Ram
made into Paunch, will g0 as faras foxr Bottles of - Wime ;
and thofe who are well acquainted with our T'axes, and the
feveral ufes to which they are appropriated know, “that
the Ciwil Lif} gets more by the Confumption of fuur Bottlés
of Wine, than it gets by the Confumption of a Bottle of
Byandy or Rum ; and confequently, if four Bottles of
,, Wine were to be drank inftead of a Bottle of Brandy of
" Ram made into Panch, the Civil Liff would get a great
ok deal more by the Confumprion. To this let us add, ‘thar by
- the Prokibizion of Punch a vaft Number of wew Wine Li-
cences will of Courfe be taken out, every Farthing of
which goes to the Civil Lift; from all which it is 2ppa-
rent, that the Civil Liff will be greatly Increafed by the
Probibizion of Punch, and therefore the Death of Punch,
as well as the Death of Gix was refolved on by thefe Gen
tlemen, tho’ no Complaint was ever made againlt the Ex-
¢effive ufe of the former. R R
- Notwithftanding the Exceffve fondnefs thefe Gentle-
~men have for the Civil Lif} Revenue, and the great de-

would have refted fatisfied with the grear Advantage they
were t0 reap by & géweral Prohibition of o} Seres of "Spi-
rits by Retale: But this was not the Cafe : The Spirit of
Refentment againft the Exceffive ufe of fome of thefe
Liquors amongft the Lower - and Inferior Rank of People. -
was raifed fo High, that they forefaw any thing they could
-propofe would be agreed to, razhér than not put an end’
to that Terrible Nufance ; and as at firft View, efpecially .
to thofe who have not leifure or opportunity to leok into
and confider our  publick Accounts; and the Produce of
our feveral Taxes, with the Fariations that happen in them,
it might appear, that the Civil Lift would be 4 Lofer in-
dd of a Gainer, by preventing or ‘leflening the Cons -
famption of Spitituous Liquors, they refolved to take ad- "
- wantage of this deceitful dppearance, in order from thence
. to draw a further Increafe to the Civil Lif: In purfue -
.~ ance of thigsBefolution they pofitively affirmed, and exdeas
- wonred' to ¥@bnvince every Member they could have any
‘HAccefs to, that the Lifs the Civil Lift was to Suflain,
- could not be made Lood by the Increafe in any of the
~ other Branches of thar Revenue, and that therefore it
OUBhE to be made good out of ihe finking Fund.

fire to Increafé i, one might have expefted, that they - ‘
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This, without doubt, had great weight with thofe who
had not an opportunity to enquire into the Truth of Falls;
and as for thofe who had, the Refentment of many of
them againft the laze Exceffive ufe of Spirituous Liquors
among(t People of Inferior Rank, was jzftly raifed to a
very high Pitch; therefore rather than not put an fmmedis
ase Stop to the Exceffive ufe of fach Liquors among the
People of Iuferior Rank, they agreed to that Claufe for
giving and paying-to his Majefty, daring his natural Life,
the Sum of 70,000 /. per Annum, out of the Sinking Fund,
towards the Service of his Majelty’s Houfhold and Fa-
mily, in order to make up the fuppofed Lofs, the Civil Lift
was to fuftain by preventing the Resale, ot leffening the
 Confumption of Spirituous Liquors. S
 This new Grant of fuch 2 large Annnal Sum to the Ci-
il Liff was the chief, tho’ the fecrez and concealed Rea-
fon, why thefe Gentlemen without Doors were fo Sollici-
soms. about getting that Propofition rejetted, which was
made for Reviving and Exzending the former Gin-A&, be-
caufe upon a Revival of that A&, tho® farther Extended,
thele Lovers of the Civil Lift Revenue could-not with any
Countenance have defired fuch an additional Grant to that
Revenue, fince. there was wo fuch. Grant made, nor fo
- much as defired, when. zhat Law was firft Pafled ; and as
w0 fuch Grant was then defired, it was judged abfolstely

neceflary, in order now to give fome Commienance 10 fuch

 a demand, to get that Prf?po iiion -rejeéted,. and to get the .
‘from all which. it is_ evident, -

- Probibision made. General
- that thofe Gentlemen withons Doors Who have a greafer
Veneration for the Civil Lift than they have for his Ma-
jelty, for his Minifters, or for the Heaith or Happinefs of
- his People, waere. the firft Contrivers, and under-band the
~ Principal Authors and Promoters of 'this Bill ; and that
_if it. had not been for them, and them only, the Immode-

ferior Rank, as it was the only thing complained of,
would have been the only thing prevented, which might
have been done witlrout raifing any Difaffection, or any

~ general Clamour either in . 2his Nation, or in. the Weft-
Indies. S Lot

" '{ think I have now made it clear to a Demonftration,

that the Increafing of the Civil Lift was the Principal and
the fole Motive with fome Perfons without Doors for get-

ting this Bill made £ General, and for propofing a Dauty

‘which wmﬂd amount to a Probibition ; and.that the Gen-
tlemen wizhons Doors who were the firft. Contrivers and

under- .

Brewed. Spirits among(t People of In- -
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gnder-band Promoters of this Bill, had a greater Re ard:

for Increafing the Civil Lift than the Jer veg

is plain; for no Man thatﬂ had 4 Regs;il;dfgg o sl\lx}a y?}%
Perfon or Government would, wilfuily, and with é%}zy's
open, have made a Handle of fuch a ’Bill for o tainine
in fuch a Manner, and out of the ﬁnki;’:g Fan

wew Grant of 470,000/, additional Revenue to tti tg,-’?,,-a,

Lift; becaufe, as it was evident thar many Theufands

would be turned out of the prefent w : .
their Families, as it was to be app‘rehen%yedo:haﬂ] &;};gr%r:lgl

would breed grest Difiontents in the Nation, the Pro-

pofing to obtain a #ew Grant to the Civil L;, '
Bill, was doing as much as in them _lgz;/: to ﬁsg ﬁ?ﬁa
Murmurings and Difcontemts the Bill mi o,

.ment,” - :

- This Refleftion gives me 2 very greaz thi |
moft Reafonable alarm : It makes m%ﬁ:fpe:ﬁatl;litlthtg;gk .
Jome Perfons concerned in the under-hand Mana 'em'are‘
of the Civil Lift Revenue (for no fufpicion can goﬁigrlltﬂ
arife againft thofe who are vifibly and openly concernecyi

~in the Management of that Revenue) who finding them-

felves fzbjected to the Hatred and Contemp
of Great Britain, are.therefore cmtriwi;:;g %i;g;fsﬂ?ol:

over-turning our Conflitation ; and fi
ove 7 | 5 or that Purpofe
endeavouring to expofe the facred Perfos of their .Sl'}owre?r:

to the fame Misfortune with themfelves it i

i . ) ) 5 ) i ’ b :
hoped their fecrez and. zreafonable Views 1:vivlll,l tbétdli?c:;:'ebs
ed and fraftrated by a Parliamentary Enquiry, before thgy--

have proceeded zoo far ; i

: - far ; and in the mean time, in order
. . . . . e ln o
~ to Difappiint them in their wicked dim, »(;which, Was:‘ron;;

of my chief Reafons for Publifbing th oy T
us confider that the Civil Liff i{?ntfnd'ezringezﬁ’;ﬁl et

- . ter Support of his Majefty’s Houthol ’
- and Dignity of the Crov{gl of Gﬂ’ft-%r?;?,me jlonour.

fore it is smpoffible the King fhould evcr‘,~,de'ﬁ’reangiytlz;f;"

than what is abfolately neceflary for thar Purpofe ; Nay, -
; 3 5

if any mere had been granted by Parliament than what

Purpofe,

the Example of bis moft Graci y follow
‘ - . WOS 1 ctous P

- Anne, he would reftore it to P;rlui; mé;;erdfcéﬂof LQucen.:

. ,g!ght‘.}be applied towards fome publick aj’é
- LEafe his Subjects of fome of thofe heavy Taxes

his Majefty thould £i0d  mecellary £
he would Q- v for  thas
e would cerzainly, if he ’CO’Iuld’ydifcrov:fa?t

) in order -to
under : And if what was granred by Parliament at the

o Cemy

btaining:

pointed directly againft his Majelty’s Perfon agnhdt é{g:j‘:‘::: ¥

. .
e

and defire it

‘ e they Groan -
+ Begiuning of his Reign had been found.#oz to be fuffici-.



ens. his Majelty would openly and freely have Commutis
f:’;i,edh?:hyfgmey to his Pﬁrliamqn’t by a folemn {K{iaﬂgﬁ
and - would certainly have obtained fueh angg‘démo? as
they fheuld have found neceffary. Now as his Majefty
has #ever defired- any Addition; we amt‘lﬁ fqpp_of& that he
thinks what was granted by Parlxrame‘nt; vfuﬁc“zﬂmt_ Forthe
Purpofe intended, from whence we mutt. eceffarily cone.
clude, that his-Majefty weither defired nor knew that any

o , iade to the Civil Lift by this Law';
Addition was to be made to the Civi/ Lifi by zhis Law 5
and- that therefore he had wo Intereft nor Comsern in mak« -

ing it 2. Extenfive, or [o. aick"i~n‘~its'l‘3ﬁ'e’éti’ Iﬁ@?’d‘ if 1t
ﬁgréfpfoombf;t%ﬁr his Mkajc?fy to look into the Difpefal of

every Shilling of the Givil Lift Revenue,; no zew Grant or '

Jditior could give us any Uneaﬁnefs,»becguferl‘tWoul‘d«
ﬁifz:z"be rc&%r‘ed to Parliament, .a,nd' agphed to the ufe
of the Publick; butit is alsogether :q]poﬁ;ble for his Nh..
jefty to look fo Minntely into the Difpofal of zhas Ref}-e’
ane ; and as »o Acconnt of it is to be imd rbefore P&'?‘b@‘“,
ment, the Nation ought always to be jealous left fome Pare,

1 X \ nli D " tho! 7 b&ave B

" it thould be applied to the private afe of thofe who'have .
ﬁlfel mﬁert-ban‘dpl“)‘/lanagcmem'of it, or perhaps ;@.gff&f .
which may be of ' dangerous Confequence to the Royak .

Family, as well as to:the Liberties-of the People, - -

I think it is likewife plain, that the Gentlemen

‘wit_»’y‘oaé
who were the. Original Contrivers of this Bill, had .
f;or’:;txhﬁe‘g:rd for thég Ciwil Lif than they had for his .
Majefty’s Minifters ; for firft to follicite and get the Blll
made jo unpopalar, and-then to follicite and get intfo<.
duced, in fuch a Bill, a zew Grant to. the Czwl Lif} ;R—gav s
venue, which the Minifiry have zo all ontward appearance -
the Management and Difpofal of, was taking the mo_g 5
Effeétnal. Method for making them Jorfeit the Eﬁe;:«g and -
 Affections of the People, fo as to make it abfulutely ne-.
ceflary for his Majefty to difmifs th‘gm.jfrom their Em\-‘-_:
- ployments ; for, as 1 have faid, in a limited and free Cﬁo;
' Vernment, whenevet a Miniffer or Minifiry have forfeited.
' the Effeem and: Affections of the People, their Prince muﬂ:}m
either Difmifs them, in order to Remove !from hlvmfe,lf {ht‘oﬂ:» _
Hatred and Contempt of the People, or hie muft Foizn vgnh i
them, in endeavinring 10 ’e’?def', the Gpver:nmgx.)t /Ibfo I\szej )
and Tyrannical’; the laft of which we are cerzain his Ma- -
jefty will mever do for the Prefervation of any M@- that
ever was Born, or for the Swppors of any Minsfter thia,tv;v -
"ever'was, or ever may be Exalied. Indeed if we hadat .
prefent a Set- of Minifters who had already forﬁ’zteata:;g
loftall Affections: and- Efiees among: the People, 1 sfh‘f.:t?mﬁ :
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then thifik that they #bemyfelves had been the Original Cons

rivers and the zwder-band Promoters of this Law, and
hat they had defignedly got this Grans to the Civil Lif} ins
ferted, in order to Invelve his Majefly in the fame Mil~
fortune with themfelves, and thereby to make it ab/oluze=
Jy neceflary for him 20 Foiz with them in endeavonring to
render our Government Abfulute and Tyranzical ; but as’
it is certain (whatever may be the Cafe of any Underling
in Power or Favomr) that our Miaiftry 7n General ate as
Popular, and pofle(s the Affeitions and Effeem of the

- People of this Nation, and of the Generality- of Man-

kind, ‘as mach as any Miniftry ever did; therefore it is
not to be prefumed or believed, that they would contrive
or promote any ‘Scheme which zbey thought would raifa
the leaft Difuffection to his Majefty’s Perfon or Governs
ment. - v : '

That the Gentlemen withons Doors, who were the Ors--

- inal Contrivers and' the #wnder-band Promoters of this

Bill, had @ greater Regard for the Giwil Lif# than they had.

for the Health and Happine(s of his Majefty’s Subjedts,

is I think not to be in the leaft queltioned ; for there ne~
ver was any Complaint againft the Exceflive Drinking of
Punch, or of Brandy or Rum, among any Degrees of Men,
and mauch lefs -among the Inuferior Rank. of People : In
thefe Liquors there were, without doubt, fsme Debauches -
committed, and {o there were in Wine, Strong Beer, and -
Ale: So that there was the fame Reafon to prohibit the -
Retale of “the laft, as that of the firft Sort of ftrong or
Spirituouns Liquors, and I believe the Race of Mankind
might be f{upported, if the ufe of all frong Liguors were

- as_firictly. prohibited among Chriftians, as it is among -

{Mabomesans 5 but I do not hear that this was ever intend-
«d ; and why we fhould be fzch Ftiends to Wine, which -
is a Foreige Produce, and fucb Enemies to Rum, whichis -
a Native Produce, I'can find no true Reafon, except
that the Civil Lift gets more by the Confumption of the
Former, than it gets by the Confumption of the Latter,

Which I am fure mewver could, sor ever will be a Reafon.
of the leaft weight with any Branch of the Legiflative

- Power of this Kingdom.

_The only Evil complained of was the Ganﬁént;andéf

Exceffive ufe of Dittilled Spirituous Liquors among the =
~Lower and Inferior Rank of People; and, 1 believe, it

will #ow be granted, that this Evil might have been Ef

- Jectually cured by Reviving the lase AG againft Geneva,

+and Extending it to all Sorss of Home Brewed Spirits +



Nay, 1believe, a Duaty of four Shillings per Gallon vpon
all Home ‘Brewed Spirits, without a#y Duty upon Li-
‘cences, would have e¢ffedaally cured the Evil complained
of, if proper Claufes had been inferted, to prevent any
Perfon’s Retaling Spirits without a Licence, and proper
Care taken not to grant Licences, but to Perfons of Céa-
racter and Repatation. Therefore to follicit and promote
a Bill for Prohibiting 7% fume Manuer the Retale of Brandy,
Rum, Panch, and all other Sorts of Diftilled Spirituous
‘Liquors, was truly the fame, as if a Surgeon fhould fay

. to a Man who has got a Hurt in his Leg, Sir, I could
cure your Leg, but I find I fbail get more by Cuuting it -

off; and therefore it muft be done: Or as if a Phyfician
‘called to a Man-in a Fever fhould fay, *Tis true, I could
cure this Man of his Fever by an Experienced Remedy ;
but I fball get more by vling an Exzraordinary Remedy,
which I know will make him ra#n Diftracted ; and tho’ I
fhould never be able to bring him to his Senfes agaiy,

Since I am_ 20 get by ity Pl doit, let the Confequence be

‘what it will. ‘
Having now fhewn that the Origizal Contrivers and

ander-band Promoters of this "Bill were: fuch as have a

grester Regard for Increafing the Ciwil Lif, than they
have either for the King, the Minifiry, or the People, it
is from thence evident, that zoze of the Members of ‘es~

zher Houfe of Parliament could be Originally concerned
-in the Projeéting or Contriving of this Bill; for, whaz~
ever may happen 1 after times, it is-certain that az prefent .

‘mnone of the Members of eszher Houfe have any privaze

‘Concern in the Management, or any Hidden fhare of -
‘the Civil Liff Revenue; and their Duty to his Majefty,

their Refpett for his Minifters, and their Regard for the
People, have been fo evidently manifelted upon (o many
Qccalions, as leaves no Room to fufpeét that they would,
for any Confideration, or for any private Advantage, have
“been the Original Projeétors or Gontrivers of it ; nor can

we f{uppofe that they would have agreed to it, if they |

had not been indtced thereto, and in fome manner fur-
prifed into it, by the fpecious Presence that there was #o
other effectnal Method of putting an End to the Confant
-dnd exceffive ufe of Spirituous Liquors amongft the Peo-
ple of Inferior Rank. This pretence was, 1 believe, the

only Motive that induced the Majority to agree to thofe

Refolutions which made the Fouandation of the Bill ; and

- after the Bill was ouce brought in, they were then under
- @ Neceffity of agreeing to it, or of leaving the Healths,

>
P

juftly complained of.

by Prohibiting the Retale of Brandy, Rum, and Panch;
T T D2
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the Conftitutions, and even the Lives of many expofed to
that dangerons Nulance which had been /o lozdly and f»
fr was never yet, nor can it be fuppofed that our Par~
liaments are Iafallible ; but our Advantage is, that when a
Law is pafled, which is afterwards by Experience found
to be a Grievance upen the People, they have az eafy Op-
portunity of laying their Cafe before their feveral Repre-
Jentarives, and fuch a Law has always been repealed or al-
tered in the next Seflion : This the People may expeét iz

- the prefens Cafe, if it be poflible, and therefore it is hoped '

they will not fly out into any Violence, but paziently wait -
for that Relief, ‘which the wifdom of Parliament may
think proper to give them. : ‘

- Upon this Occafion I cannot omit mentioning an Iz-
finnation that has been made;, but I hope without any
Foundation. As the keeping up #amerons ftanding Ar~
mies iw Time of Peace, is admitted by all to be Inconfifent

- with our Confliturion, and as it was expeéted that a moft

profonnd Peace and Tranquillity would be eftablifhed be.
fore this next Winter, it is infinnated that fome Gentlemen’
withont Doors, (for 1 never heard of any fuch within Doors)
who are for our keeping up a/ways the Number of Forces
we - have az Prefent; were apprehenfive they would not be:
.able to findany arguments for prevailing with the Parlia-
ment ¢his nexs Seffion to keep up the fame Number of Forces
wehave sow on Foor, and that therefore they wanted to
have Diffarbances of {fome kind or other, in Order to fur~

nifth them with Arguments for that Purpofe againft 4is

mext Seffion-: They faw it was the General Opinion, that
fome Liaw ought to be paffed for preventing the Conflanz
and Exceflive Ufe of Diftilled Spitituous Liquors amongit
People of Iaferior. Rank, and this they refolved to rake.
Advantage of, and under that Pretence, to get fuch a Law
“pafled as might probably produce fome Diftarbances at home

before this next Winter. :

. They faw, that if the Remedy fhould be carried no fur-
ther than the Evil complained of, it would not anfwer =
their Intent: Some People might fuffer thereby,  byttheir
Numbers would be few, and as every One would be con-
vinced. that their Suffering was become neceflary for the

~ fake of Publick Good, the Complaints they might make -
- would have no Weight with the Generality. of the People: -
‘But at the fame Time zbefe Gentlemen were fally fenfible >

what a waft additional Number of Perfons would fuffer

and
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4nd that as making them fuffer was unneceffary, theif
Complaints would bave a# Iufluence upon the ‘People ;
and might Reife fuch a General Madnefs, as to produce .

Mobs and Riots before this next Winter, which would far- -

nifh them with an Argument for keeping up the fame Num=~

ber of Forces for ome Year longer, or az leaft #ill the Minds

of the People fhonld be o little Pacified. 2
This, 1 fay, hasbeen Infiznated, but 1 hope there is

not

the lealt Ground ‘for fuch an Infinuation ; atleaft I am fure,,
there was not a Man in eizber Houfe of Parliament who -
harboured fuch a Thought ; and if there were any withous

Doaors fo Wicked, it is to be hoped the People will be fo
Wife and Pradenz, as to Difappoint them ; for the People
ought never to have Recourfe to any fuch violent Meafures,

as long as they have a Parliamens (ubfifing which is ready -

and willing to hear their Complaints, and will .zever Refufe.
0 Repeal or Alter any Law that fhall be found by Expe-

rience to be an uuneceffary Grievance or Lofs to any Pars.
- of His Majefly’s faithful Subjedls, ‘ £

I fhall conclude  my Remarks upon this A& of Parlias

ment with this General Obfervation, that tho’ ws ought

always to prefer the Pablick Good to our Private Advan- |

#4ge, yet the Judgmentof mo@ Men is fo weak, that there

is no Convincing them of the Pablick Utilizy of any Mea~ Tk

fure, if it be inconfiltent with their Private Intereff 5 and
“the Inclinations of many are fo perverfe, that ‘when: they
are iu their Confeiences convinced, they arm their Coxnte-

- mances wWith Affurance, and obftinately refufe to acknow- -
ledge the - Conviction. Another Wedknefs of Human-
‘judge of an Opinion by the.
y fo thit their Affent is:always
to be gained; not by the Multitude or Power of Arguments
for any Opinion; butby the Multizude and Power of its Ad- R
! ple-ought. =~ |
to Introduce &y Degrees fuch Regulations as they ‘may
think Neceffary for the Publick Good, and not to extend
- any One of Them too. far az Once ;
- fome People thatfuffer by’ eger

Nature is, that moft Men
Mitlritndes that Embrace it

wocates. For this Reafon the Governors of a Peo
troducing 700 many ar Once, or making any one Extend

#0 Far, they may unite furh Multisndés againtt their Mea-
fures, as may turn the Spirit of the People againft the moff

~Ulefuland moft Neceflary Regulations. The Trath of this = !

Obfervation has been fully manifefted by the Effect of this
New. A& of Parliametit; for, tho’ the Law hias not yet

taken Place, the Vuice of Complaint againt the Exceffive.
v sUle of Spiritnous Liquors amongft the Ixferisr Rank.of . |
, o : People, -

nce 5 for as there are always
every mews Regulation, by In=

~+Civil. Lip will be foand not to amount, at a Medinm, ;,Q!Ez‘
. gooool: a Year. S R T

| ?eopl?e,‘i‘sfalready gaite filenced by the Clamonrs of thbfé

who are like to Szffer by the zoo Swdder and zoo Great Ex-
tent of this New Regnlation. o ST
o this I'muft add, thatconfidering sow fully and clearly
ir’has been made appedr by fome laze Writings, that the
Power of the Grown, or rather the Power of Minifters, is
alreddy zoo Extenfive, it will certainly be an Argument of
great Weight for Repealing or Altering this Law, when we
confider, that by the Law, as # ffands az Prefens, the Civil
Lift will be greatly incteafed, and the Power of the Critwn

- thereby confiderably aungmented in that Article whichis of

the woft dangerons Confequence to the Virzue and the In-
dependency of Parliament ; for as the late Gin A&, ineffe@ual

- asit.was found to be, produced an Increafe of 107,479L a

Year in the Excife upon Beer and Ale, we may prefume °
that a Zotal Prohibition of all Spirituous Liquors will pro=~
duce a Yearly Increafe of thrice that Sum, viz. 322,431/

- and as one balf of the Excifz upon thefe Liquors belongs to

the Ciwi/ Liff, we muit Compute that by zbis Arsicle alowe
a Revenue of 161,215 L will ‘be added to the Civil Lif.
Then by the Prohibition of Pxnch, we muft reckon that

- there will be a vaf# Increafe in. the Produce of the Duties
- -upon Wine and Wine Licences; which will be a New Ad-

ditional Revenue to the Civil Liff, befides the New Grant 5

- of 70000./ a Year made Payable out of the Sinking Fund,

both which we. may reckon at leaft 100,000% a Year

- imorey whichin the wholeis 261,215,

_Now let us fee how muchthe Civil Liff will lofe by the..
Difappropriation of the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors. It

- is certain that this Computation ought to be made by the,
Eight Years Produce of thofe Duties nekt ‘Preceding the!

Commencement of his Majelty’s Reign, becaufe when the:

~ Parliament in the fir® Yedr of his Reign, were confider-;
ing how much would be Neceffary for the Support of his|

Majefty’s Family, Crown and Dignity, and what Duties}

it would be Neceflary to Appropriate for zhas Ule, they
‘muft have had under their Confideration only the Produce

‘of thofe Duties for Years paft 5 It was impoffible they ;

could have under their Confideration the Produce of thofz/
- " Duties for Years 20 come, and much lefs the Produce that{
- might happen by an dbufe which ought to have been Nipt in|
the very Bud i And if the Computation - be made in this]

Manner, I am convinced the Lofs to be fuffained by the|

S
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- But even admitting that the Computation ought to be
made by the Eighs Years next after the Commencement of
his Majefty’s Reign, furely the Extroardinary and Occus
JSesmal Produce of thofe ‘Duties for the Year 1733, oughtnot
to be reckoned in this Computation. * In which Cafe, [
believe, it will appear that the Liofs the Crown may fuftain
by this Bill cannot amount, at a Medizm, to 60000/, a
Year ; and as we mauft fuppofe that the Excife upon Beer

and Ale was véry wear as low at his Majelty’s Acceflion
tothe Crown, as it was in the Year 1729, we muft from
the whole Conclude, that by this Bill 4 Reveune of near

200,000/, a Year will be added to his Majefty’s Civil Lift,
more than what was thought Safficiens for Supporting his
Majeity’s Family, Crown and Dignity, by that Loya/ Par-
liament which eftablithed the prefent Civil Lift, and grant-
ed to his Majelty a much larger Civil Lift than ever was
Granted to a7y of his Royal Predeceffors. o

That no bad Ufe will be made of this Additional Re-
venue during his Majefty’s Reign, we have the frouge/E

Reafon to be convinced of ; but as the fame Revenue. may
probably be continued to /I his Majelty’s Succeflors, we
do not know what ufe may be made of it by fome fusure
Minifter, efpecially as #6 Accomnt of the Difpofal of the
Revenue belonging to the Civil Lift is, by its late happy

- Conflrattion, to be laid before Parliamenst ; and if ever
 any fatnre Minifter thould find it Negeffary for his own
Support or Prote@ion, to apply as much of this Civi/ Lif
Revenue as can poffibly be fpared from the Ufes for which
it is defigned by the Legiflature, towards Tufluencing the
Elections for a new Parliament, I mult beg of Gentlemen
~ toconfider, what a vaf# Sum this vew Addition only will
amount to in fever Years? And how effecfnal a Sum of
1,400,000 /. in Ready Money, or Bark Notes, may be, to-
waids procaring fuch a Parliament as be may [tand in need
of. This furely may be of the moft dangesvns Confequence
to the Freedom and Independency of Parliamesnt ; but this too
will, I hope, be provided againit by the next Seflion, or at
- lealt before the Poifor has taken fuch Effet as not to Ad-
. mit of any Legal Care. o o
Having now, I hope, convinced every Man that -he
ought 10 wait with Pasience and Submiffion for that Relief
. which he may Expei from the Wifdom of Parlismens, |
. inuit, in the moft earneft Manner recommend it to the People

. - * See a Letter from 3 Member of Pa:liament, Page 7,80 8.
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of Great- Britain, #ot 20 allow themfelves to be diveed in theis

- (Wuting for Members of Parliament by any Selfifp and Corrupe

Views; for if they fhould ever make a Markez of their

- Votes at Elections, they may depend on it, that their Pur-

chafers will make a Market of their Seass in Parliament »
As our Drovers go to the Country to buy Caztle, only to
Sell them again in Smizhfield, {o the Election Mongers will
go tothe Country to Buy @ much more Stupid Sore of Caztle,
only to Sell them at the wew Markez which will then be
Eftablifhed in Wefkminfter ; and thofe Casrle which are tobe
Sold in this wew Markez, will have lefs Reafon to Come-
plain of ill Ufage from their Parchafers, than the Castle
have which are now every Day fold in Smsthficid: A
poor Horfe, or Afs would deferve Pity, if a greazer Lioad
fhould be laid upon his Back than he was able to bear ;
but 2 People who fell shemfelves would deferve no Pizy, if
their Backs fhould be broke by the Lioads theit Parchafers
lay upon them; and if ever the People of Great-Britain
Joould allow themfelves to be diredled in their Voting for
Members of Parliament, by the little Pofis or Employmenss
they may be made to Expel?, or by the little Bribes in ready
Money they may receive from the Tools of Power, they will
deferve, andthey may expect to be Loaded with Taxes withe
ont End, and to fee [evere Lows made, and Mercenary

Armies kept up, for Colleting thofe Taxes withont Merey.
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