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LETTER, &.
ézﬁﬁzﬁié(} U have been adnﬁdniﬂﬂed} latély
® Y @ by a letter printed in fome of
wewy y the daily papers, figned Publi-
cola, of feveral reports fprelad,. whereby
you were impofed upon and abufed;

- 'As the writer 'théreof, to know the
falfhood of thofe reports, muft be ﬁ)ppofe&

~to be well acquainted with the fecrets of
tranfaltions, it were therefore to be withed

he had gone on in"adm_oriiﬂ]ing you of other

cafes, wherein yeu may, in like manner,

B , - have




‘have been 1mpofed upon and abufed in
mattew of a more interefling nature,” I |

mean in 1elat10n to the revenue, {ince’

eveiy md1v1dual fum chnged to you1 ac-

count mneceﬁ”auly, muft end ultlmately

in mcreaﬁng the taxes: and furely, whilft

you boaft of your freedom, you muft look
upon a freedom from unneceflary taxes as

‘an. effential part of it.

To aflilt, therefore, that public—fpiritedé
writer, who may, perhaps, be in his no-

-v1C1ate, it might not be amifs to fketch
" out fome proper heads of enquiry, for his

ufe, relatwe to Ehe {everal branches of the
revenuc: as a prelude whereto, tlus lettel
will begin with the root from whence
nany public evils may have fprung, r
may hereafter {pring ; that is to fay, with
the allowance, ‘By ‘way of fees, of a cer-

' tain rate, more or lefs, for every pound, to
fix offices in the receipt of Exchequer, or

fome: of them, on all fums of money

Whatfoever, great or ﬁm]l ‘within a mere
trlﬂe,-

( 3.

trifle, iffued or paid there, as well for the

public, as on account . of the civil lift, in
all cafes where they have not been exemptm
ed therefrom by authority of parliament.

-~ If fome of tho_feoﬁices; are rll,ew;xpefv;

fefled by minors, it is a pofitive proof

~ that theéy are: confidered as fine cures;

and " if fuch offices fhould evei be held by

the kindred of perfons who may be fap-
pofed to have a great {way in ordering or

regulating the public expénces, from the
+ increafe of which the profits of thofe inﬁ“:-,,

ces would be prop(_)rtionally, increafed, a

man -_-mu_f’c be little “acquainted with the

force of felf';lo've or {elf-intereft on hu-
man nature, even in’ perfons the moft up-
right on other occafions, not to fee.the
great difadvantage the public would then
lie under, When the more they are made
to pay,,the more would be got out of
them in favour of fuch fine cures, ﬁnce
fomethino as“the cale now f’éands, muft

be ﬁ_opped for them, -or mme of - them,

B 2 out




( 4 ) |
out of every pound granted, if not ex-

' empted by parliament.

Thefe allowances or fees, fo computed at
~a certain rate on every pound, firft crept
into the Revenue at times, when the whole
amount thereof, as well for the civil lift
as for the public, was fo very {mall, as
hardly to make them an obje& of atten-
~tion ; and when the revenue of the crown

being chieﬂyxheredita‘ry, the danger of fuch |

a tempting method of computing was lefs
obvious; and it is eafily gueffed why, when

other reformations in favour of -the pub-
lic have been fo much talked .of, no no-

tice hath been taken of this heavy charge,
Whiéh T’ equires a more than ordinary fhare
of pubhc virtue to be exerted in remov-
ing it, efpemally when fo many d1Pferent
party views are 1ntelef’ced in fupporting it.

Malo node, malus cuneus.

¢¢ A hard knot, wants a hard wedge.’

AR
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The public muft expect that the exor~
bitant profits of thefe places Would, if en-
quired into, be defended and fupported
~with the fame eagernefs and. powerful inte-
reft with which they were at firft obtained :
the public would be told that thefe offices

are granted for life, with all the fees and

advantages therewith ufually held and en- |

joyed, and that thefe fees are thelefore be~
~come matters of private property ; and alj

arts would be-ufed to make thém: appear
in a f‘lvoumble light to fuch as are willing:
to be deceived, But if, in the courfe of

this enqulry, 1t thall* be clequy thewn, |

that at the time the prefent poflefiors of
thofe places obtained grants thereof, the
parliament was poffwed of a right, and
had, in numbers of inftances, aflerted ' g
r1ght of exemptmg what ‘payments at the
Exchequer they thought fit from thofe
fees, in part or in the whole, it follows,

by all thefe rules of law and right reafon,
that thefc grants were orlgmally, at’ the
time of mamng thereof, limited, and con- -

fidere ed




(6 )
fidered as fubje& to thele reductions, ex-
- emptions, and alter’ati_ons by .parl‘ia_meng 5

Ivtlwexe mdeed to be Wlfh@d that the .

fame wife precautxons had been ufed in
thefe latter times, 1n granting . places that
might form pretences to oppreflive  fees,
9s had been formerly ufed, when by an-
" tient as of parliament, the. good inten-

fions of which have been much eluded |

fince, all offices of cuftomers; or ‘colle&tors:
and: comptrollers of the cuftoms, were di-

rected to be. gxanted during. pleafurc only,'

and all other. gradts of thofe offices were

declared void @ but in thefe times, when,

without waiting for vacanmes in the courfe
of nature, reverfions, and even reverfions

of reverfions, are gx@edlly fought for, {o -

ag to foreftall the favours of the Crown,
the pubhc may as well be told to wait for
the running out of the whole of the river
Thames, as be told to wait for the natu-
ral determination of the prefent lives in

thofe oﬁnces, the tenure whereof is in: no
\ W1fe

| 7)) |
wife pmpofed hexeby to be altered ; but

all that is contended for,  is only a com-

mutatlon of thOfC fees into certain reafon~

able fixed falaries, or that, m the mean
timey a further extenfion may be made, in
favour of the public, of the exemptiong
from thofe fees, or of the r edu&@ions there-
of on public payments, fuch as payments
to the army s and on accidental payments;
fuch as paving the ftreets, &c. all which
may be done in conform1ty to the power
exerted by parliament, in relation to the
fees of thefe fame offices, at times when

,they were {ubfifting on grants thexeof in'

bemg, in like manner as at prefent.

That the whole annual expence of the

C1ovvn was founeﬂy fo inconfiderable as’
not to make thefe fees a. national obje@c
will appear by the account herein after
contained, whlch takes in a good part of
the reign.of King James the Firft, ftiled
profufe by our hxﬂorians, when the value
of coin from the Mzut was the fame as at

prefent,
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prefent, and when the union of Scotland,
as at prefent, was become an additional
burthen upon the expence of the Crown ;

‘notW1thf’cand1n0f which, the whole ordi-

nary expence of the Crown, as well for the

pubhc as for the civil lift, was then lefs
than 142,000 pounds a year; which ac-

count, for the fake of aniding compari-

fons of another nature, fhould not have

oeen inferted here, had it not been necef-

fary in order to thew that this fort of fees,

though thought reafonable -at firft, may,

|

from a change of circurnftances, grow to
~ be out of all reafon.. ' '

A State

- ( 9 )

W, State of tbe wbole Puélzc Revente, a’urmg the
time Sir 7ulzu5 Ceefar was Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, faztbfully extraied from bis Orzgmal
Papers, that were lately expofed to public fale éy
bis reprefentatives, which Sate is computed at o

 medium_of fixtcen years; io the. ‘end of the Jear
v1 603, far one Jear only, that is 10 fay,

Yearly income.

Subﬁdy on the clergy £ 15,200
Laities tenths and fif- -
teenths on goods } 29,020
Laities fubﬁdxes - - - 100,594. - :
I
Cuftoms on 1mports and £ 44’814
" exports, het - } ”5’000

Cafualties, Star-chamber, }
fines, ahenat:ons, &ec. 59,000

" Certainties - - 14,000 .
Land revenue 102 o :
' 245 } 80,0¢0

grofc negonly =

« Bt ————

“Totd yearly income 403,814

) Yearly expence Extraordinary.
Expences ¢ of the war in |

Ireland }’{: 283’000
Dltto in the LowCoun- .

- 314,434
€ ' Ordinary,

' 259:009 .

(o
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Brought over /. 314,434 i

e Ordmary

Navy and ordnance /. 65,481

Cofferer of the houthold 35,000

. Treafurer of the chamber = gooo

Office of works - - - 5122

Fees and contingencies 26,978

' ‘Total ordinary ~————— ,{,‘ 141,581

Total yearly expence, as well or-

" dinary as extraordinary, whereof [
the furplus was fatisfied by an- £ 4562015

ticipations . - - <

 This eﬂabhfhment Went on much the
fame way throughout the: ‘whole of the

reign of King James the F irft ; 5 it appear-
ing, among other things, by the authentic -

half-yearly certificates from the Clerk of
‘the Pells, that all the incomes, iffues,
~and affi gnations upon the receipt of Ex-
chequer and other offices relevant there-
upon, amounted in the Whole, for the year
1613, to 421,455 pounds only, and that the

~ordinary expence was nearly the fame as

in the aforegomg {tate.

When

§A
|
!
]
|

~ 'When, therefm re, it is further confidered
that all the payments and' receipts of the
Exchequer were then made by tale and
weight in fpeuﬁc coin, and that hable to

- be clipped, it is no Wonder that fuch pro-
. portional rates on every pound fhould have

thencrept intothe revenue: but at thlS t1me, |
when the receipts and payments at the
Exchequer are all, within a mere trifle,

tranfacted in Bank notes or Exchequer bills, -

by the clerks of the Bank themfelves, who
attend con{’cantly at the Exchequer for that

- purpofe, the occafion of thofe fees ceaﬁng,

the effe& fhould ceafe, ceﬁmz‘e cazg/'a, cg/'

‘ j&’z effectus. ~

If at the fame time it is alfo conﬁdered |
that thefe patent officers never attend . at
the office to tranfa&. the bufinels them-
feives, and are not anfwerable for any mif=
demeanor of  their clerks or fubfhtutes,

no good reafon can appear for contmumg
fuch allowances on the prefent enormous

C a2 0 iNe




(12 )

increafe of expences, inftead of granting

reafonable falaries in lieu thereof ; ‘whereby
a gleat favmov Would be made for ‘the pub-
| llc, on all the fupplies ; the officers of the
Crown, as well as other civil lift payments,
would be eafed of a heavy tax now ftopped
~ f1om them 5 and the great objection arifing
from perfons a&mg in a legiflative capa-~
city mc1eaﬁng their profits, according -to
'the prefent method of ‘computing thofe
fees, in exact: proportion as the .public
| (:‘;P;:ncg ‘1s‘ 1nc_r_eafed_, ~will be in {ome
mcafnfe removed.m ‘ S

A 1emedy bemg thexefore mamfeﬁly“
advxfable, it remains only to be conﬁ-'_'_
‘dered, how far it may be granted con-

fiftent with law and juftice..

j~»k_Whére{uan it’:i‘s’ ‘_,to. bé' furthelr obferv-
ed, over and above what hath' been al-
that - the fees of thefev

ready et - forth
‘oﬂdces have always been looked upon as

| hable to mf_peéhon and reformation, in fo

muC‘x
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much. as when they were formerly, in
King William’s time, revifed by the Ba-
rons of the Exchequér, it is well known
that at the fame time as the reft of the
fees were paﬁ'ed over by them, agreeably
to what was claimed by the parties inte-
refted, all fuch Exchequer fees upon the
falaries of the Barons themfelves, and alfo "
of all the reft of the Judges, were ftruck

off enurely, and they accordlngly contx«- |

‘nue exempt to thiS day

‘ Th:at, the :parliament *-hathl at -a{‘ll, t‘i‘meé

‘claimed a right to'take off in the whole,
orin part;. thofe fees, is manifeft from

the great number of mﬁances thereof ;
nor can there 'be any doubt, but that

~when fupplies are granted, the grantors
may limit, as they think fit, the fees,
| or allowances to be paid out of

charges,

the fame ;. and indeed it feems to be ra-

‘ther alfo a doubt, whether, in the’man«-

ner the civil lift is now granted during
life only, any claim of fecs thereupon,
' : . 1n
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in any former Treign, can operate and

~enure fo as to charge the payments to. be

made out of the fame after the former

dem1fe, with any fuch fee or tax to anyt
partlcular perfons, when fuch c1v11 lift

fhall have been granted again by the par-

liament, de novo, free from any mcums-

- brance whatfoever ; notw1thﬁand1ng any

Vplauﬁ_b]e names or pretences that ‘may be
made to juftify the fame,’ by founding

" them ‘upon common law or cuﬁom,

~when by ftatute law and other W1fe, fuch -

~ great alterations have been made not only
in the fees themfelves, but alfo in the
occafion, reafon, and nature thereof.

- ‘A:Ijl“i,nf»’c.‘a:nce of the.affefting of this

- right of abrogating thofe fees, which in-
~ ftance takes in all cafes that can be fup-
pofed, may be feen . in the Statutes at
large, 12 & 13 Guil, Cap. 11. Sed. 26,
where- the fum of 181 0331, 2s. 6d.
was granted by parlxament for- twelve bat-

talions to be fent to Holland; and for

5 - the
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“the payment thereof the a& exprefsly dl-

1eé’cs, that the oﬂ“icers of the recelpt of
Exchequer fhall not demand or receive |
any fee or reward whatfoever ; and thofe
who are poflefled of the printed expn'ed
acts will find, that in the fame reign,
the officers of the recexpt of Exchequer’

- were dlreé‘ced to take only one half of
their fees on all the payments to be

made for the army during the war, and
will find many other inftances where thofe
fees have been totally exempted from cer-
tain public accidental payments, and the

~ .militia, &c. as alfo on civil lift payments,

fuch as payments to the royal famlly,
rewards for apprehending felons, pay~
ments to fheriffs, &c. over and above the

~multitude of a@s that abrogate thém on
the public funds, fometimes without an -

equivalent, fometimes with an equivalent,
as'in the cafe herein after ftated of llong
annuities payable at the Exchequer; and
if the former inftances are not ftill more
frequent, it may xeafonably be fuppofed

: > con-
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conﬁdermg how thofe acts are prepared;

. to have arifen from the leaders having had
~ a greater tendernefs for thofe offices than

for the public, as in the following cafe,
which will ferves at the fame time, as a
further proof that-the parliament hath
‘availed itfelf of the right either of abro=
gating thofe fees without -an equivalent ;
or, when they faw reafonable caufe, to
- change them into fixed falanes, that is

to fay,

. When certain long annuities were

granted at different times, during the
reigns of King William and Queen Anné,

for long -terms of years, payable at the
 Exchequer, not at the Bank, as:others
have been fince, they were dire&ted o be
paid there without any fees; and certain
large annual allowances were, after paf-
fing thofe acs, granted to the Auditor
of the Receipt, Clerk of the Pells, and
~ four Tellers for paying the fame, by war-

rant founded on a power given for that

purs

e

rnagement
~any of the accounts pubhfhed that any

¢ 17 )
purpofe in thofe aé’cs _Of thefe annui-
ties, about nine parts in ten were anni-
h1lated in the year: 1720, by bemg fuba
fcrrbed 1nto the f’cock of the South fea

~'company, for Wthh that company res
: CCIVCS an allowance for charges of ma-

but it doth not appear, by

part of thofe large annual allowances, fo

| orlglnally granted by Warrant to thofe fix |

officers, with regard had to the whole
amount of thofe annuijties, was at all lef
fened or Prruck off, “when mne pargs
thereof in ten were become thus aboh{h..
ed and if, that 18 really the caf'e, fure]y

this is a cleat demonﬁratron of what
, hath been before advanced relatmg to the

partrahty 1n favour of thofe oﬁ’ices, and
of the neceﬂity of 1nfpeé’c1ng mto matters

of thts nature

When the arrears of Qgeen AnneS' |

War were made good by parhament,

. 'thongh they feem to have been then con-

D - : ﬁned
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fined to articles of a fuperior nature than
thofe at prefent, they were paid in de-
benture orders, which fold at about thirty
per cent. difcount; and by bemg paid in
fuch debentures, the public was exempt=
ed from _all Exchequer fees ‘thereon :
! whereas the pubhc is now char geable on
fich of the army arrears of laft war, as
are paid at the Exchequer through the
hands of the paymaf’cer of the forces,
with thofe fees computed at a certain
,pound 1ate, over and above the darredrs
‘themfelves. Surely what hath been al-
ready faid, is enough to fhew, that either
thefe fees may be very propesly totally
exempted by parhztment on thofe arrears;
- or made to fall on the pelfons ‘who re-
ecive the fame, though thefe feems no
manner of occafion for that nelther, 1f
every circumftance arifing from the great
\ ,ploﬁts of thofe oﬁlces, and the manner

of making thofe payments, is duly con-~

‘ﬁdcred

In

e S e e e
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| n liké | inanrielc, Tl thé | fees; of thofe

- offices are thought proper to be changed

into fixed falaries, would it not be rea-
{onable for the public to expe&,:that at
this  time, when the payments. to the
army are made with fo much eafe, and

amount, in times of peace, to as much;

or more, than they generally did in times
of war, during the reign of ng Wil
lmm, when thofe fees were reduced on
payments to the army, to one half of
what they were before, and ‘what they
pay at prefent: would it not be reafon-
able, I fay, for the public to expedt that
that redu®ion of fees, . Wthh NOW -no
longer takes place, thould again be re-

vived, fo as to exempt; in favour of the
| pubhc all payments what{oever for the

army, from one half of thofe fees, agree~

able to the fame view of frugality and

oeconomy with which they were reduced

in the reign of King William ; efpecially
s all the reafons that induced the par-
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11ament at that time to make fuch re- ‘

du@clon, are noW fo much f’cronger, from

the great: 1nc1eafe of the natwnal debts :

-and erences? o

Have;not the public reafon likewife to
expe& that the annual allowances herein
beforementioned to have been made to:
thcfe ofﬁcers of the recelpt of Exchequel,
for" paymg thofe old Long Annumes, be
reduced mne parts in ten, in ‘cafe {o much

| A-Qf the faid annuities appeaxs to be anni-
‘hilated, fo as the Sinking Fund may be
- propomonally mcreafed thercby?

Formexly ;he Treafurers of the Navy‘

and Paymaﬁers of the Forces took poun-~

“dage’; but when the l,ayments came to

be increafed, they were and have been
very long fince compelled to receive cer-
‘tain ﬁxed falaries, as at prefent, in'lieu

'thereof and’ thére feems as-much reafon

Paﬂng and computmo thefe Exchequer

for changmg alfo- the prefent method of

fees,

( 2t )

fees, by turning them into fixed falanes i

- likewife, and much ‘more, ‘if, beﬁdes all

‘the other alteratlons in the czrcumf’cances

of the cafe, they are conﬁdered as mere
ﬁne -cures, g

Though the WhOIP amount- of thefe

‘*fees may be reprefented as a trifle, in an

‘age where pubhc money hath 'gone by
mllhons, yet if an account thereof for
fome years paft, as well on the payments
for the public, as for the civil lift, ‘Wwas

‘produced, the faving to be. made thele-n
‘'upon would’ appear much more conﬁder—
‘able than the pubhc are aware ‘of 5 and
it may reafonabl} enough ‘be fuppofed
“that the force of this alluring tcmptatlon

of a certain rate on every pound, may

,have formerly had fome fhare, if not in
promotmg, at leaft 'in tacitly conmvmg
at, or yielding to this fathion of count-
ing the public debts and expences by mll- ‘
l}lons, and hundreds of mllhons. _

Thefe




| ( 22 ) |
- Thefe Exchequer fees on all payments
for the army, and army ufes, at home

“and abroad, ‘cannot plead very remote an-

cient cuftom, fince formerly there was

* no ftanding army at all in times of peace 3
- they ate now paid, or chargeable to be

pald out -of the deductions of one fhil-

, ling in the pound made ﬁom the pay- of :

.theefo\rceb ; which fund is alfo, ‘among

other things, applicable to the fupport of

Chelfea Hofpital; for which an additional
fum, fo much ‘the larger, is granted
therefme by parliament every year; fo

that, as ihe cafe’ now- ftands, the pubho

is not only charged W’lth the whole of
thefe Exchequer fees. thereon, inftead of

‘the moxety propofed, but alfo WIth the
fees on thofe feesa

The’ c'oncluﬁon of this argument is,
‘thatas a modus or cuftom once altered,
_cannot be pleaded in bar of tythes ; fo
th1s fort of - fees, if changed accorxfhnor
. to former P1ecedents grounded upon the
* | altex«-

H
|
f
B[
1
i ¢
B
!

| (23 )

alterations in the OI'i”gin"aI reafon and na-
ture of them, into reafonable fixed fala-
ries;. cannot, in law or Ju{’clce, pleade’
cuﬁ:om in bar to the making of any fur=
ther alterations therein by parhament As
a further inducement to the making of
Wthh alterations, let 1t be conﬁdered
what a. fund for oppofitions,. dlﬁurbances,
and convulfions in a flate, may be created
by brigues brought on from the tempta-
tion of the exorbitant profits of thefe em-
ployments, as alfo from the large increafe
of falaries formerly extorted for other great
oﬁices from minifters hard preﬁ'ed by
Wthh means the great employments un-
6161 the Crown, which were courted in
ancient times only for the honour they
conferred; do now excite the competitors
With ‘ {’cill ‘more 'pOWerful i'ncren‘tives. ,

If thefe hints are duly attended to,
other more able hands will be encouraged
to fketch out further heads of enquiry
tendihg- to p'romotejpublic reformations
' | 5 - in
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m money matters, fo effential at this
time to the concerns and credit of the
.pubhc, and wherem the whole. body of
the people Will find themfelves more or
'lefs really mtereﬁed and thereby ‘the

~running mto perfonalities which do not
' 1mmed1ately affe@ them, and can end

only in confuﬁon, will be avmded

But 1f neither the exorbltancy of thefe

fees from the great increafe of the pub- -

Clic expcnces, nor their bemg, in procefs
of time, become an immediate. burthen

upon the pubhc, nor the other c11tlcal '
o mrcumﬁances that attend the proport tlonal .
"";mcreafe of them, can make Ehem ob-,

jects of nat1onal attention, this root may

- go on gathermg ﬂrength by length of

time, . and firetch itfelf at lat {o as to
fhoot out into many more btanches of
expence, the progrefs of which, for fome
years . paft, may eaﬁly be percelved by

the curious obfervers: of the rnult1phc1ty |
| of artlcles that have been conf’cantly creep-
mg,,j |

( 25 )
mg into the annual fupphes, beyond thofe
to be met W1th 1n anc1ent t1mes, or even'r
m latter t1mes o

., The artlcle of ten thoufand poundsi o

| g1anted in the year 1764, for paving the
fireets in Weﬂ:mmf’cer, if pubhe report -

fpeaks txuth, and if it is not truth, our
knowmg fuend Pubhcola, beforemen- '

‘tioned, is defired to fet the pubhc right

. 1n 1t, fuffers a dedué‘aon of two hundred

~and ﬁfty pounds, by way of fees only, o

for thefe favourite oﬁmes of the recelpt
of Exchequer; and a dedué’tlon, in the

© like propo1t10n, is likewife faid, fubje&:

to the fame animadverfions, to have been
made from the large fums granted for
the fupport of the hofpital - for found- o
lings, which ‘fees fall ultimately on the

pubhc for a clerks few dathes of a pen,
and ‘are pretty douceurs to be raifed for
them on the people, on artxcles that plead

, faxr for exemptlons
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It may be here pr oper to obfer ve, that
it is not meant by any thmg herem fet
forth, to refle@ on, or by the leaft or
moft remote 1nﬁnuat10n, to find fault
W1th the condué’c of any’ of the officers
of the recetpt of Exchequer, from firfk
to la{t whofe condué't is admltted to be
{‘cuétly conformable even with regard to
thefe fees, as Well as in other refpe&s, to
the method handed down: to them by thelr
pledeceﬂ'ors, Wh1ch, till other order is

taken therein, hath been always looked |

- upon as a fufhcmnt Juf’uﬁcatron in cafes
of the like fort -

But ‘what is meant 1s “to fubmrt to
thofe mtruf’ted thh the care of the pub-

hc, Whether thefe fees, by Way of acer=

taln rate on every. pound Wthh ﬁrﬁ:
. crept into the Exchequer by fuﬁ'erance,‘
~and have conthed by hke fuﬁ"erance {o

long as to plead cuftom 3 and that alone, '
- for their juftification, ought not to be
put upon a new foot, When the circum- |

5 | ftances
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ftances which gave occaﬁon to them are

quite ¢ altered ~and When they are become
1o oppreﬁive as to be a d1reé’c heavy bur-

then upon f the Whole body of the people,
mftead of bemg taken, as was at firft in-
tended by way of a reafonable allow-
ance from the perfons who received the
money for therr own puvate beneﬁt, to
thofe who had the care and trouble of

paymg them. o

In or d61 to the accomphfhmg of Wh1ch
ends, the public have a right to exped
that a proper enquiry be made into the
origin and nature of thefe fees, the whole

~ amount thereof for forne years paft, and

how far .the public may be cafed there-
from, confiftent with law and juftice, ei~
ther by the Lords Commiffioners of the

 Treafury, under whofe power, order, rule,

and government, all the officers of the
receipt’ of Exchequer have always re-
mained ; or by parliament, 'vvhofe inter-
poﬁtlon in fuch a cafe will adm1t of no
E 2, - obJeCm
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objeé‘txon, as Well from: the nature of our

coni’utution, as from- the precedents of

what hath been aheady done by parlia~
ment, as well in ‘retrenching thefe fees,
- as in other cafes of the llke nature

As thefe fees on all the fupphes foz’
pubhc fervice, are,” ﬁr{’c or ‘laft, either
immediately, or by certain’ confequence,
g pald out of the public money, and are
'therefore the occafion of a tax upon the
whole ‘body of the pe0ple, it Would be
~ natural to fuppofe ‘that “they are taken

" under the authorlty of - parhament, ﬁnce :

‘ cuftoin alone, though in common cafes,
between man and ‘man, -it ‘may obtain
‘the force :of law; - can -never = operate
ﬁngly, fo as to Juf’ufy a heavy burthen
lad- upon the whole body of the peo-
ple, in favour of private perfons, W1th-
“put a prevmus authorlty of parhament

 The only a@ of parhament fromj.

whlch any remote 1nfe1ence can be drawn,
IR DR tQ
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to juftify the fees herein complamed of,
~and’ which will be, in fa&, found to:
make’ more againft them than for them,

is the a@ pafled 8th and oth ‘Will. III.

for the ‘better prefervation of ‘the courfe |
anc1ently ufed in the Exchequer; in
Wh1ch a& no notice whatfoever is taken'
of any fees to the - four Tellers of the
Exchequer ; but with regard to the Au-
ditor of the Receipt, it is enacted, among
other things, ¢ That he thall, for his -

¢ juft and lawful fees, duly enter letters-
ez patent, and letters of privy-feal, for

« 1ﬁ‘u111_g of the kmg s treafure, and draw "

«¢ orders and debentures for iffuing there=
< of, and make entries of the fame, and

g¢ make forth 1mp1eﬂ: cert1ﬁcates Fc or

all which fervices it is neceffary here to
obferve, that the Aud1tor of the Receipt,

or his fubftitutes, receive thofe juft, law-
ful, ‘and very 1eafona,ble ﬁxed fees to

this day, to ‘which alone thls ac refers,

over and above the rate on every pound

Wthh is the fubjeét of thls enquiry.

‘ 1Afterwa1ds the fame claufe ‘goes on-enu-

meratmg
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meratmg fome public fer vices relating-to

the Well mdeung of the revenue, and
contams a general command to perform

ali the duties of his ofhce, Wlthout the

leaft mention of any further fees, or even.
any particular notice of the Auditor’s d1-
reéting fuch orders or debentules 3 On ac-.
count of which direction alone, fuch fees
of a rate on every pound, not otherwife
exempted, are now taken and fuppofed
to'arife. | |

So hkevmfe the fame aé’c commands
¢ the Clerk of the Pells, for his jufk
¢¢ and lawful fees, to inroll and rccord
s¢ all letters patent and 'letters of privy
e feal; for iffuing the king’s treafure,
s¢ and’ truly and farrly to enter and re-
- ¢ cord all’ receipts and iffues at the Ex~
| -.-‘;‘fkchequer, and take and examine all the

§ nnpreﬂ: certificates.”. For all which
fervices it is neceffary hkewrfe here to
obferve, that the Clerk of the Pells, or

his fubftitutes, in like manner as the Au- -

. gﬂrtor of the Recexpt, take certain juft,

1aw=

tor of the RCCCiPt
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iawful and very reafonable fixed fees to
this day, over and above the fees at a cer 4,‘
tain rate by the pound not otherwife ex-
empted ‘which are taken on recording
the- order, with the Audrtors direction;
‘upon it; which fervice, or any fees re=
fating -to it, is not part1cu]a11y men-

tioned in the a@, but it likewife contains

" fome partxcu]ar and general dire@ions to

the Auditor of the Receipt and Clerk of

| the Pells, and to their - deputres, clerks,

and fubfitutes refpeively, for performe
ing the general duties of ‘their offices,
without taking any other or further no-
tice of fees: whereupon it is further
neceifary here to obferve, that the Audi-
and Clexk of the
Pe]ls, have each of them an ancient an-
nual fee ‘or falary continued to be paxd
yearly to them at the receipt of Ex-
chequert at this time, over and above the

- fpecific fixed fees {o referred unto by the

act; which yearly fees or falaries may

kreafonably be fuppofed to have been ori-

- Gmally
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~ ginally. interided” as a juft compenfatmn _j

" for thelr ferv1ces of a pubhc nature.

The four Tellers of the Exchequef,:

who receive no other fees Whatfoever than
fuch certain rate on every pound by them
pa1d and not otherwife exempted ‘have:
no refervatlon whatfoever; in any part of
the faid a&, for their juft and lawful
 fees, which: plamly fhews, that When the
. 28 males fuch refervation for the ‘Audi+
~tor of  the Receipts: and Clerk of the

\ . Pells, it intends only the Fees payable to

them  as abovemenuoned for patents,
prlvy-feals, debentures, ordexs, and im-

preft olls, and forbears .giving the leaf’c
fan&ion of. Parhament to the dedu&:xon of
certain rates on every pound taken by:all

thofe fix officers, or fome of them, ‘as
| -aforefaid, which fees are purpofely left

‘open for public enquiry and reformaw
" ‘tion ; fince otherwife, in an aét fo accu=
: -rately drawn, if any conﬁrmatlon of fuch
fees had been . 1ntended fome more pa1-

tlculaxf '
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txcular nofice had been taken thereof ‘and
he Tellers fees: Would certainly .not have ,
been omitted to hdve had a refervation in
their. favour. Nlikewife, as the. Tellers, Who

_ Wele then fuppofed to. tell out the mo-
 hey-in fpe01ﬁc coin, . may be naturally
| thowrht to have deferved a fee on. (EVEry.
| pound in preference to: the- Aud1tor of

the Recelpt, who hath riot {o much as

the cuftody of one of the three keys un-

der which the treafiire i is kept locked. ..

Moredvét‘; ‘what éutho"rity’ 'c'éfl a. fefer-~ '

.Vauon of Juﬁ and lawful fees;  in general

words, - gwe, beyond what thofe very |
words 1mply? and how can thdfe fees be
ea,lled Ju{’c thch excéed all bounds,, andv
yet are raifed in favour of fine- -cures,

,When the c1rcum{’cances that occaﬁoned

thofe fees be called lawful,

them are’ quite altered ? And how can.

-raifed: elther xmmedxately, or by natural
‘and dire@ confequence upon the Whole
Al_body of the people, - Wlthout any prevxous

| I autho-

whxch are .
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authorxty of Paﬂmment, to glVe a’ fanc-
thII to that burthen, Wthh occaﬁons fo
many more taxes to be 1f'terwards necel{~
'{anly la1d upon them ? If thefe fees be~"
gan at firft w1thouf lavvful authforlty, no'
Iength of t1me can - make’ them lawfu]

| accordmg to “the kriown max1m in the

civil Taw, founded upon ‘common fenfe;

- ¢¢ That W}nch is unJuﬂ: in the: begmmng,
¢ can’ nevef have the eﬂ'e& of law oF
€6 _]ufhce, a S RETL :

Qgtod czé zmzzo znjzﬁum eﬁ, 7zullum poz‘tﬁ,
' ‘baéere ]ZH"ZJ‘ qj‘eﬂum e

;WhICh max1m, in matters 1e1at1ng to: the
'pubhc, rnuﬂ: always hold good ‘

The only obfervanon Wthh ‘remains
| further to be made on that Exchequer
i'af’c of Parhament IS, that it contains 2
‘claufe alfo, fe&. 1o. Whereby it ‘is pro-
‘vided, T hat nothmg in the a& contained

' "fhall be conﬁrued. to d1m1n1fh any lawfal

POWeF

( 3_‘5 ~")_‘. |

power, order, rule, and gOvem"ment :
which thie Lords Gommlfﬁoners of the“
Treafury, or High Treafmer for the time
being, have, or ought to have, over all
the officers of the Recelpt of Exche- :
,quer AT | SR

The inferences to ‘be made from Wh1ch7
claufe W111 naturally occur * to. CVCIY M

reader

: ;The Paxhament, and partxcular]y the |
Houfe of Commons, have at all tnnes'
exerted a power of enqumng ‘into, and‘
iref'ormmcr fees theh were judged op-

preﬁive, ‘whatever pretence of ancient
cuftom mlght be alledged in fupport

thereof 3 a remarkable m{’cance whereof

may be feen in relation to the fees of the
Cuf’com—houfe officers, which were as an-
cient as any, and are reftrained and al-—
tered by the at 12 Car. II. cap. 4. for
continuing the duties of tonnage and

poundage, in which a&, fec. 8. it is

Fa ena&ed

:‘-‘
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-ena&ed That the Cuf’com -houfe officers
fhall take no fees upon entries, where the -
goods fhall amount in value to five pounds
only 3 and in other: cafes no’ fees, othér
than fuch as were taken in the fourth -

year of ng James the Fn'f’c until fuch

time as they fhall be otherwife fettled by
Parhament

thch Was fol-

ofhcers of: the cuftoms, on all- entrles of»

above the value of five pounds, Wthh '
,table is ordered to be hung up in all
places where the faid fees are to be had
and - 1‘€C€1V€d, and the officers of" the :

cuﬁoms are forbid, under fevexe penaltxesg

\ takmg a,ny other fees

And foon after, in fettling
the book of rates, 11; ‘was ena&ed T hat
‘no officer of the cuf’coms fhould take any:
- fee, other than fuch as fhould be eﬁa- :
bhfhed by Parhament
| lovved immediately by an- order of thef
Houfe of Commons, ﬁgned by S1r Ed-n
Ward Turne1, thelr fpeaker, contalnmg a
table of all the fees to be pald to the" |

( 37 ) -
AH the arguments agamﬁ the right and

equity of grantmg the enquiry and relief :
defired in fayour of- the public,’ with re« "

latlon to the Exchequer fees, are at once :
confounded by this precedent, as well as by
, the ‘particular mf’cances mentloned in the-
former part of this letter, of exemptions, :
redué‘uons, and commutations into fixed :
falarles, by authorlty of Parhament, of -

th1s {ort of fees taken at the recelpt of

| Exchequer at this time ; and furely the :
“whole colle@ive body of individuals which : -
compofe the public have a' nght to relief:
in cafes of oppreﬁive fees taken from'

them, as well as any particular fet- of-
men whatfoever, unlefs the old obferva-:

,txon is to take place, as it too often: hap- |

Pens, ‘What is every bodys buﬁn,efs, is -

'no body g buﬁnef‘s..~ R

As to the Exchecluer fees on Civil Lxﬂ:
1ﬁ'ues, Wthh fees run ftill much hlgher
in proportion in moft cafes, than on the

;ﬁzpphes, the pubhc cannot be faid to |

2 have

-
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have any concern.in .them at prefent ;
but as they fall heavy on certain " indivi-

duals in"prefent, and:muft: be confidered,

in remote confequences, as a future. charge

on’ the national ftock, the fame reafons |

will; hold for fome: proper enquiry and re-
formation . to_be "made Wlth regard tq

them. R S ST SN U SR

To obvxate any arguments that may be
mduf’crlouﬂy thrown out in. favouref this
fort of. fees, 'drawn - ﬁom the - great truﬁ;
fuppofed to'be repofed in thefe officers. of |
the E*cphequer appoifited under letters-'

~ patent:as: abovementmned it may be ne- -

ceffary here to . forewam the reader that
clarmed are all executed by depunes or
chief clerks, appomted with the appro-r
bation of the Commiflioners of the Trea-
faty, ‘or High Treafurer for 'the time be-
ing, béfore whom they are fworn for the
due, juft, and faithful. performances of

thelr offices 5 and thefe deputies and ‘chief
: , clerksx

( 39 )
clerks, and not their prmmpals, attend
for the execution thereof. 'This may be
a fufficient juftification for the granting
of fuch offices to minors and infants, but
can give no equitable claim for the fees
herein excepted againft, fince the faid
ac paffed, 8 & ¢ Gul. III. is extremely
precife in diftinguifhing that the refpec-
tive perfons executing thofe offices, fhall
be alone anfwerable for the due perform-

~ ance thereof. The Chamberlain of the

Receipt of Exchequer is the chief officer
of the whole 'receipt ; and one of the
Deputy-Chamberlains hath the cuftody -
of one of the three keys under which the
treafure there is kept daﬂy locked ; and.
yet the f{aid Chamberlain is entitled only
to a certain fixed falary, which might,
with a due regard had to the guantum me-
ruit, ferve as'a pattern for the reft,

FINTIS,







