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- FREEDOM OF TRADE 1S THE LIFE OF TRADE

' AND ALL MONOPOLIES AND RESTRICTIONS OF

TRADE DO OVERTHROW TRADE,

ALbrd‘Cokesi Speech to the Commons in 1621

/

ATHE
P R o P R IE T Y
o
" ALLOWING

A

QUALIFIED EXPORTATION

O F

LITTLE does he merit the appellahon of i
a good citizen, who, amldf’c the embar-
~ raffments of his country, during her ftrug-
~ gles for fafety or for fame, indulges his apa-
thy, by wnappmg hxmfelf up in hls mdlf- |

feren ce.

~ What genuine Engh{hman d1d not feel a
more poignant anxiety when he beheld the

 graziers of Lincolnfhire affembling to inquire

_into the fallen ftate of their wool, than when
he heard of the gallant Cornwallis’s ‘fate; ||
| B | ‘tﬁnCe -
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fince the laft may be regarded as the wound

of a fword, which by the efforts 6f nature is
foon clofed in a fcar, while the former ought

‘to Be dreaded as a gangrene that generally
ends in death. To an alarming diforder
even the uninterefted have already lent their
‘attention ; ‘and one of the moft ¢elebrated

writers of the age has already offered his

thoughts to the pubhc and propofed hls,
f'-fplans of‘relief*,

The great or the gnddy may turn in dxfgun’

. from the fancied méannefs of the wool-

grower and the fellmonger; from the un-
interefting operations of the loom and the

falling mill. But, who fhall deride the di-
~ftinguithing prodoct of England, which re-
- deemed Queen: Philippa’s crown, when
pledged-as a national refource, which enabled,

Edward 11, her warlike confort, to win the

- battle of Crefly and.to conquer France,

A queﬁ:on that involves in its detexmmau
~tion the intereft of ‘two hundred and fixty
,thoufand {heepmaﬁers and - dealers, who
,carry 'with them the . landholders in. thenr

. * See a pamphlet by Sir john Dalx},mple, Bartq

H“ : o | o ; fani
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fall ; that regards an anoual incomet of

“fourteen mlllxon of ‘pounds ﬁerhng, ments

at leaft a fair hearing,

Having formed in, every age the moﬁ
fruitful fource of our opulence and our
power, no. obje& has indeed envaged more
the confideration of parhament than the
fleeces of our flocks. During the feﬂion of

" 1621, Sir Edward Cooke affured the Com~
mons, ¢ That if the. comodltles of thxs"

kingdom are divided into ten palts, nife of
them arife from wool; ‘that - Lotd Chief

Juftice Popham fald, and fhewed it by de~ ‘_
‘monftration, that the abatcment of twelve
pence out of a ted of wool is out of the

commonwealths way and profit above an

hundred thoufand pounds; that letters had
been written by the lords of the ‘council to -
- the judges of affize to inquire in their cir-

cuits, whether the approprxatxon of wool
would be of benefit to the commonwealth,

Or N0, and -all the judges’ certified to the

S Mr. Anhm Young calcula €s on oood grounds the
numbers of fheep in England to be -~ — . 25,589,21%

L1 3,860 824.
- Poly Arith. prt, 2d. p. 28

Bz Y | faid

~which yield an annual proﬁt at
305, zod. gach of =
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faid lords, that the appropriation of wool

‘would be a great prejudice and lofs to the
.c_ommonwealth. ?
tant light in which the wifeft of their day,

We here fee the impor-

men, whofe talents confer celebrity on Eng-

land, faw the fubje& of the prefent inquiry.

Yet, he who undertakes to overturn the
ancient fabric of prejudice, fupported as it
is by 1nd1v1dual intereft and natjonal jea~
1oufy, engages in a tafk, difficult in the ex-

‘ecution, and too often fruitlefs in the refult |
In the mve(’ugatxon of philofophy we truft

to experiment ; in the walks of life we rely
on obfervation: Let usin the prefent dif-

~cuffion be dire@ed in our deliberations, by

thofe faithful guides, f(zﬁs and experience.
- 'The hiftory of commerce and manufac-

" ture' is, df all others, the moft ‘enga«ritng,
becaufe it fhews us what mankind have al- .
‘ways wanted, and how thev have been at
‘While our hardy fore-
. fathers roved yet free in the woods, covered

thh the fkin of the animal, which they had

overcome by their btavezy or wiles, they na-

See the Par. Deb. 1620 I,’ 2 vol. p. 106 The term
appropmaﬂozz appears from the context to mean refriftion
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turally fuperinduced eleganc'é on conveni-

In the defire of eich to dlﬁmgmfh

hlmfelf fince men have felt the impufe of -

vanity in every ﬁtuatlon, his invention would

ere long, find means to feparate the fleece -
from the hide. "
- rude refinement, the Belgick inhabitants of
our fouthern fhores had been already clothed

And/, in the progrefs of a

in veftments of wool, when they acqulred |
the honour of the notice of Cafar.

Happily for mankind the Romans, as

-they extended their mﬂuence by conqueﬂr _
inftructed by their arts, the various nations,

- whom a {uperior d1fc1phne rather than 2
R greater bravery had vanquithed.

We may thence infer, that our. anceftors
delighted in the care of the fheep, whilft, in
the moft diftant ages, they manufadured

"thelr ﬂeeces into dxapenes for domeﬁlc
v'ufes.

Enchﬂl wool firft attraGed the at-

" tention of hlﬂ:ory [1193,] when it was eno=-
. 'bled, by relieving the lion-hearted Richard
from bondage. The year 122, marks the
“firft mention of a woolen manufacure in
“our laws, When an affembly of barons thought
it neceflary, becaufe deceit had alreddy ap=

) xJrc:ﬂ.red to regulate 1ts fabric by freeing it

fxom

e D e
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fiom fraud.* And though a pxogrefs had
thug been made, in Workmg our fleeces into
fRufls, Wool feems to have performed during
the reigns of Edward 1. and his fucceﬁor,
the various fun&ions of the metals in mo-
dern times, and in the fame manner appears
to have engaged the peculiar care of ftatef-
men, fince, like money now, it formed thcn,

the finews of war. 4
The year 1331, is a remarlfable epach
| \m the annals of wool. It was then that
o the manufaé’cure of the ﬁner clothes; which

had been ecruthed by the wars of John, of

Henry, and of Edward was revived in Eng=
= land, rather than hlﬁmtxoduced, if we may
believe the Lord Chief Juftice Hale. Tt was
to the policy of Edward III. that ‘this ifland
is indebted for fo happy an improvement.

Envying probab]y the opulence of the Ne-
therlands, which had been ennchcd by in-
‘,duﬂ:xy, that. ablf: monarch invited forexgn,
‘manufacturers to  fettle in his kingdom :

He gave them proteé’uon from violence,

A biit he did not pamper them with bounty.

vAnd hlS condu& appears to have been :hai:

9~~. Hen, IH.,;ehap; 25,

| @f

‘5(' 7y )

ofa polmc prmce, intent upon war, mthe*f

than that of a cxafty thop- k\,eper, defirous
of monopoly t was at that =ra, when an
extenfive manufacture firft rocted in' 6ur
Jand, which, having thot out'into a gho’u«‘faijd
branches, has produced that prodigjous
‘mafs of labour, which now forms the: mighty
fum of our riches, amountmg to one htm«
dred millions a year, |

Law was foon called in to the aid of pc«

'lxcy - While the warlike Edward medi- .
‘tated ‘the conqueft. of France, [13J7,] the

parliament confidered. how to- iniproye the
value of ‘their _ﬁ:ap!_e, Th¢y @na&cﬁf"g
s That no wool fhould be e;"‘:ported, till it
was'ofberwiﬁ ordained; that foreign cloth~
workers thould be 1ecewed from‘ other cou A
tries ; that none thould wear in future any
cloths but fuch as were made in England

‘under :the penalty of forfeiture, except the

Hing, Queen, and their él)ildrfzz' Thus,
fathion “was Teft o gounteracl the energy
of legiflative reculatlons as if the influence

“of manners had- not- always-been more pow-

erful than ;hc foxce of penalty Here:is

 *~ X1, Edw. III chap x, 2, 3 'ma A,
the .

et e
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the appearance of the rigid monopoly of
“modern times, were we to conftrue - thofe

memorable ftatutes with the ﬁnc“tneﬁ, of

later ages. But, the conjunture requires,

that we thould regard the prohibition of

‘the export of wool, as a temporary embargo,
till the fovereign had procured tranfports
for his army; till he had fent fufficient
fuppliesof a commodity, to F landers* ‘which
“was there equal to moncy, becaufe it was
eafily converted into the precious me*alo.
And the other more falutary laws were con-
ftantly difpenfed with, fince the voice of
the manufa&urers could as yet raife only a
| feeble clamour, and every dlfponfatlon ylelded
a profit to the courtiers.”

Whether this commercial pohcv of Ed-
ward III. or his polxtxcal 1rregular1tles me-
rit the moft of our commendation or our
‘blame, it isdifficult to de ‘ide. Much ought

' to have been pardoned in a King of Eng-

land, Who procured a declaranon“k, « that

* In the year 1338 Admual Manny was fent to con-
voy 22, ooo facks of wool to Brabant, as a refomcc f01
~ the campaign.  Anderfon’s Commerce. ‘

t By‘ 25 Edw. III chap. 2. e
B trade

‘woolen cloth _exported.

(9 )

trade thould be f1 ec, ﬂoz‘rze)zzljz‘mzdmg gmm‘s_

or zg[ages, feelng fuch are .to the common
prejudice.”

Conquerm amld his embarrafiments fo fre=-

vquently feized for the fupport of his perni-~
And the land-holders of
that day, [1343,] had fill authority enough,

cious hoftilities.

fince the manufaGurers were foreigners, to

procure a regulation of wool, by declaring,
that the moft worthlefs thould not be fold

under fix pounds a fack of three hundred and

Aixty- ~four pounds, or £.22 10, of modem

money

gular intervention, induftry performed for

years its operations.  The woolen manu-

{aé‘cures were now fo well eﬁ:abhfhed in

England fays Sir Edward Cooke*, that‘

great part of thewool wasmanufactared into

~cloth; fo, in order to make ‘amends to the

Crown, for the lofs- of - cuftom on wool,
hexeby fuftained, a duty was granted upon

And we are ena-
bled by an authentic detail to examine the

gcnmne policy of that reign, by a ﬁatement

© 4 Infit, P+ 30

c ;éf

iy

Long experience taught the -
dealers not to buy a commodity which a

Notmthﬁandmg mofe checks of 1rrre-‘




| of the national trafic and

of wool was allowed

( 10 )

revenue. In
1353 wool in its original ftate, formed

ftill the chief export, though it was bure

thened thh duties, amounting in the mo-
ney of that age, to £.81,624 1s 1d; in
in the money of the. prefent, (ays Anderfon,

to£ 412,134 143, 24.

’ The value of woolen manufaétures exported £ 16,266 18 4

of woolen rnanufa&ures zmpon‘ed ¢ 1,083 12 0;

Wthh when muluphed by three, fhews

in the refult, the amount in modern cur-
rency. Andfuch was the fingular progrefs
of the fabrics of our fleeces, during only two
and twenty years, though a qualified export
though a rival ma-
nufacture, fupported by prodigioas capitals,
was meantime brought in; though our

native manufadtures wereatlength burthened

with dut1es. This circumftance alone thews,
that emulation is a more ardent paflion than

reprefles exertion.
I we may determine fr om the perufal ofour

laws, the policy, and the practice of f Edward

111, continued for ages, to animate our coun-
cils, and to extend our fame. Wool was

~ in the fame manner conﬁdexed in every fub-
| : fequent

~ the defire of monopoly, which neceflarily -

'_poundage of ,{,‘ 160,000,

fequent rexgn, as the money of thc ﬁate. |
The land owners conftantly watched over

it price, fince it brought them all thmgsr'

the filks of Traly and the wines of France.
Amidft the wars, forexgn and domeftic, of

'thofe wretched times, the manufa&urers

who had found fafety at firfk in the towns,
retired gradua]ly into the villages, in queft
of cheapnefs, perhaps of fecurity from their
mﬁgnxﬁcance. And as carly as the following
reign, they had emigrated from the eaﬁern

- coafts, oppofite to Flanders, to the weftern ; 5

and by degrees occupxed Somerfet, Dorf::c,
Bnﬁol and Gloceﬂer

- Eftablithment - ncvel fa:ls to beget fraud
It is a fingular fa¢t in the hiftory of human

- chala@cer, that wh1le a formgn manufadiure

entered freely into competition with the na-
tive, the mcks of clothiers thould have at-

~traced the notice of Parhament, [I 90] :
| ﬁnce the traders had dlfguﬁed dxﬁant nati-

ons. Regulatlon was mﬁantly oppofed to

'fraud The ftatute of the 13 Rlchard II *

"% In a4 of Rxchard II, there were exported 80.000
facks of wool, which yxelded a revenue over and above

Sxmt_h’s Mem. 1 V. 58.
C 2 | - Ch.
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Ch. 11 declared, ¢ That no plain cloth

'Whlch is zacked and folded thall be fet to fale,

| as the fame cloths often in no manner

agreed in the colour or the 57"ezzdz‘/3, mfomuch

that the merchants who carry them out of
~ the realm to fell to { arangers are many times
- in dangcr of bunov flain.”
be wifer than to facilitate the fale by pre-
‘venting deceit and amendmg the quality, in-
ftead of applymcr the quackeries of mono-
- 'poiy to -a diforder, defplcable, becaufc it-
arofe from dlfhoneﬁy :
-~ Yet durmg the revolutions of the Ed-

wards and Henrys, there appears , to have

~ been no confiftency of reafonmg on the

- _fubjeé’c of commerce, or any pertmence of

| pxaé’uce

‘The' Kings were conftantly go—
verned by the irregularities of their wants :

~ The great men of the land by their interefts
| _m:funderﬁood ‘Wool formed ftill the great
* export of the nation: forelgn manufadtures

continued to be imported ; but the Engh{h

'drapeues, “having been freed for a time from
fraud, were faid to have now [1248] fur-
pafled all others in goodnefs; to have i in-
creafed fo vaﬁly m about a hundred years,

' ﬂ that

“What policy could

| ,towards per feé‘uon

( 13)

that the Netherlanders, as Anderfon rerﬂarks, |

began to be fenfible of the declme of theu‘s

_ And the ftatute of the 2 Henry IV. Ch. 1.
'proh1b1ted < All Netherland merchandize,

in cafe they fhould refufe Enghfh ‘woolen
cloths”, 'Here we béhold the origin of the

Jealoufy of trade and the petty paﬁions of the

manufalturer engaging the deliberations of
the wife. The cuftoms on wool, arlﬁng year-
ly at the ftaple of Calais, which in the reign
of Edward III. had amounted to £68, 000,
money of that age, had fallen before Henr y

1Vth ceafed to reign to £12,000, partly ow-
ing to the dlmlmfhed export from domeﬁlc.
- demand; and partly to the illicit praéhce of

granting licences for fupplying forugn coun-

" tries, without Iandmg the commodxty at

Calals

The acceflion of Edward IVth founs a.'
_xemarkab}e period in the pzogrefs of the -

woolen manufacture. Former laws, not-

withftanding the irregularities of. execution,

had in a great meafure produced their effe.

| The draperies of wool, in the face of oppoﬁa '

tion from abroad, advanced by an eafy rife

nufalturers

But though the ma-
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s nﬁfa&ﬂfel“szhad'gaine‘d' greater ﬂ;xll ‘aﬂd di'—»v

ligence, they had not yet learned to be alto-
gether honeft. The flatute of the 4th Ed-
ward IV. Ch. 1. remarks ¢ That the work-

manthip of woolen goods was become to be

of fuch deceit, as to be had in fmall reputa-

tion’ in other countries, to the great thame
of this land; whereby great quantities of
foreign cloths are fold here at exceffive

prices”. And to both inconveniencies that
politic prince apphed {uitable remedles ‘He
prohibited the importation of alien woolens
and filks ; He eftablithed the moft minute

. regulations for the tradefmen, and the pro-
~ du& of their labour:

And thus, Whll\, he
gave the fellers the advantage of the home

market, he took care of the advantage of

buyers. He forbade the export of woolen
yarn and of unfulled clothes, in order to

enlarge the walk of the labourer; and he
endeavoured to reftrain the export of wool

to Calais, that he might facilitate the collec-

~ tion of the cuftoms, by a reftricted expor-
 tation to one port, though he thereby facri-

ficed the intereft of the. ‘Jand-holder to hlS

avarice ; yet hke his mcdéceﬁbm, he was the
firlk

 firft to difpenfe with his own regulation, as
“he derived a profit from licences ; which

however enlarged the number of the expor=
ters of wool.  After deduing his irregula-
rities, the general policy of Edward will be
found to merit commendanon, becaufe it pro-
duced in the refult, the extenfion of our com='

“merce,by improving the morals and addrefs of

our people. As wool had formerly the ho-
nour of redeeming the jewels of 2 Queen, and
of relieving a captive monatch, it equally
now furnithed a portion for - the Princefs
Royal of England. |

Richard III. who has been prax(ed as a
legiflator, while he has been detefted as a
tyrant, followed the celcbrated trat of his
predeceﬁor, with regard to polmcal cecono-
‘my: and the nation derived a benefit from
his ]aws,u at the {ame time that it has been
dlfgraced by his:crimes. - |
" From the Conqueror of Richard, pohtnc

yet avaricious, who recommended to his
firft parliament [1487] ¢ to take into confi-
.deration matter of Atrade,’and alfo the manu~

Jaltures of the kingdom,” much ought to
have been exper"ccd of found fyftem and of
ﬂeady
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.. fteady execution.
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He has been compared
indeed to Edward III, ¢ jn laying a fecond

- foundation of the great ‘woolen fabrics, |
which has been fo long the envy of other
| The - parliament continued the
- taxes that had been regularly granted for a

natxons

century to every King, by impofing a {ubfi-
dy on wool, which if paid by a denizen,

- was to have ‘been L1135, 4d. if by an ahen,

f ~ taining, under the ftatute of Edward III.

£g 6s. 84. for every fack exported ; con-

3641b, or 26 ftone, of 14ib each. T hey en-
deavoured to invigorate a feeble agrlculture,
by oblxgmg the lords of the foil ¢ to pro-
vide fufficient land for the maintenance of
decaying houfes of hufbandry”. They in-

cited the 1mprovement of draperies by pro-.

}nbmng the tranfportatxon of cloth of forty
fhillings price, ’till it thould be rowed and
j/wm by regulatmg the domeftic market.

And the policy of this reign with regard to

WooI merits modern imitation. The par-
ament ¢ gave the Sirft choice of a part of

the fleeces to domeftic manufacturersfor a feq= -

fon ; but left the ozher part and any refidue to

ﬁmﬂaem, in ’Deneﬁt to the grower and to -
' . the

( 17))

sbe reventie.¥ Who thall 'fay that he is free

from prejudice when the mighty mind of

Lord Verulam was not altogether exempted.
The illufirious Bacon was {o mﬂuenced by
the fathionable conVerfatmn of his time, that

the hiftory of Henry VIL miftates the words-
- of fhefe 1re’markable ftatutes, and miftakes
their policy: he aflerted juftly,”  That they -
~were made for the maintenance of drapery s

but he recited mlﬂakmgly when' he faid

- «that they were intended for the keeping

of wools within ‘the kingdom.” "Here is a
leflon, that in the exammatmn of records
and of laws, we ought to conﬁde nnphcxtly
in no man’s ftatement.

"Two other acts of parliament of this relgn
deferve our notice, ‘becaufe they enable us to
trace a principle. An interefted conteft
having long exifted between the company of

‘merchant adventurers and all England, was
now 1497] brought to a conclufion : the

]eglﬂature determined in favour of a nume—
rous body of monopolifts, by declaring,

that every Englithman may freely refort to.

foreign markets, on paying to the faid fra-

- ternity for a licence 6/. 13s. 44. The par-

% Smxth’s Mem, 1t V. P. 74
'{- 12'Hen, VIL, Ch, 6.

D liament
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liament afterwards repaired, in fome mea-

fure; the wrong which they had done: to

their conftituents, by eﬁabh{hmg a rule dr-‘

| reétly the reverfe in its operation to the for=

mer. They reftrained 4 crafts or fellow=
fhips from making bye-laws, without the

. confent of the chancellor, orthe king’s juf~
‘tices, under the penalty of forfeiture of their
~ charters. * It would be injurious to conceal;

that Lord Bacon, in thewing how much the

~ common law had been invaded by the ordis
nances of thofe corporations, and the liberty
- of the peop]e reftrained, ﬁrgmatlzes them

 as fratermities in evil” :
" The contradi®orinefs in reafonin g and the

~ intercftednefsin pra@iceof the reignof Henry
* VII. were continued by a fon worthy of fuch a

father.  We may judge of the prodigious
progze(s of the Woolen ManufaGures by the

boldnefs of rife in the fpirit of monopohﬁs
Iﬂdzwzdzmlr obtamed, not from the preroga-

~ tive of the king, but from the ena@ment of
- the legiflature, a monopoly agalnﬁ the na-

tion, and towns ‘procured a monopoly againft

- the counties. 'To Norwich was given the
pre-emption of the wool of Norfolk. The *

';‘ 19 Heno VII. Ch’o 7a
- merchants.

{ 19 )

merchants of the ftaple were invefted* with

»the fame reftriGtive Pprivilege over feven and
~ twenty ihlres The parliament,. with the

apparent deﬁgn of leflening the price of

-wool, reﬂra1ned+ the numbers of theep

which each grazier thould retain in his flock,

at the fame time that the mcloﬁng of fields .
was drfcouraged as unfavourable to agricul-

ture. The noble hlﬁor1a11 of Henry VIIL
appears to havc been governed by Lord Ve-
rulam’s prejudi ce: Lord Herbert reprefents
;m{’cakmgly, that the export of all wool was

“prohibited, tho’the prohrbxtron had been only

extended to Norfolk, in favour of Norwrch
To dete the miftakes of the eminent, which

are always the moft mifchievous, is one of
the moft pleafing tafks of the hiftorian; be-

caufe he exalts thereby the excellé_nce of

~truth over the herefies of error. He ‘who
- runs over the titles of the ftatutes of Henry

'VIIL as they have been collected with re-
~ gard to this fubje&, muft confider them as
the effufions of fr,enzy, rather than. the re=
gulations of fapience. Yet, how much isit
to be lamented, that the {pirit which. dic~

. % 27 Hen, VIIL Ch. ¢,
$ 25 Hen. VIIL, Ch, 13,

D2 ~ tated
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‘tated them, at once ign’oraht_,’and --illibera],_
‘continues, even during enlightened times,

to uphold much of their policy, and to pro-,

duce many of their evils.

Whether infurre&ion was the refult of

fuch laws, or the legiflature were govemed
in their condu& by infurre@ion, it is now -

difficult to determine. In rgr8, fays Hall,
there was a fhameful riot of the apprentices
and fervants in London againft foreigners,
by pulling down their houfes, becaufe they

~were {o nuinerous that the Enohfh could not

get work: fevuxal of thofe rioters were
hanged, fays Anderfon, and the king par-

 doned the reft. In 1325 four thoufand
- weavers aflembled in Suffolk, who, urged -
by fimilar p_xetences, committed fimilar
mifchief ; and from their numbers and their
“temper, we may form a judgement of the
“extent of the woolen manufg&ure and of the

ardour of monopolifts. The export of clothes
was then -chiefly confined to the Nether-

~ lands, whofe commerce had long been ef-
fential to the welfare of England, And
when Henry VIII. incited partly by paffion
~and partly by Woolley, leagued with Fran-
1. ,c;a 1. againft Charles V the ftoppage of
o - trade

the native.

(e

trade with the Low-countries urged the clo~ |

'ahlers to arms, ﬁnce demand for their dra-

peries had ceafed. Here we have a proof,
if modern experience had not given us a

Aftronger, of the abfurdity, perhaps the dan-
ger, of having only one market, either for

our natural produé’cs or our artificial fabrics;

of having only one cuftomer for both,

which, when urged by his -caprice or his
enmxty, he may refufe to purchafe. .

A&uated bythe prejudicesof hisage, Henry |
VIIL feems to have bequeathed to his two im-
‘mediate fuccefors the illiberality of his [pirit |
with regard to commerce and the arts. The
increafe of manufacture is marked by the
~various laws which were enacted during the

reigns of Edward VI. and Maryr——“‘for the

true making of woolen cloth: for declaring
‘who may buy .and fell wool.”
“weavers were invited into the nation, who
gave-an example of fkill and diligence to
‘And’ contef’c naturally arofe
[1554] amidft the competmon of parties,
before cach had taken his proper ﬁatlon be-
fore the clothier: had finally adjufted  the
‘terms of his relation with the cloth-worker.
The ﬁatutes of 2 and 3 Phxlsp and Mary,

: ch 2, -

 Foreign
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ch. 2, decided the interefted controverfy; by

giec]aring ““ who fhall ufe the trade of weaw-

‘z';zg Though the parliament profeﬁ'ed to
againft
' ,“ the wealthy clothiers,” the effe& of their

take part-with ¢ the poor weavers”

regulatlons tended only to drlve the manu~
faGurers from the country, where they lived

,cheap, to the towns, where they muft ne-

ceffarily have lived dear.

In leglﬂauon there is a fathion as. there isin
drefs. It was the ruling paﬁion of the reigns

_of Henry VIII and his chxldren, to confider

the cities as tumbling into ruins, and to con-

trive means of rebuxldmg them. Wlthout

| reﬁec?cmg, that it is habits of diligence and

attention that can alone make a people rich

~and happy, the Iegxﬂators of that day [1554]
deliberated only how to fill the towns, re-

.gard_lef_s how the mhahltants were afterwards
to fubfift: It ought to be obferved, ¢ that

the reftraining a& of Philip and Mary ex=

empted the counties of Cumberland, York
and Northumber]and ”  And Halifax, and

age, confpicuous for their fabrics of wool.

Tt ought to be conf’tantly remembered, that*,‘_
~ the’ northem fhires, under the genial influ~

CHCC

became, even in that

énce of freedom, have outftripped the fou-

thern, in the :(kﬂl of their Workmen, in the

energy of their ‘operations, and in the ex-

tent of their traffic. How juftly vhas it been

- remarked, ¢ that the frequency of complaint
‘and of regulatlon, during the foregoing pe~

riod, are only fo'many evidences of trade’s
increafe, and of the fpmt of monopoly
growing up with it.” SETRR T

. During the two centuries and a quarter
that had elapfed, from the révival of mduﬁry

~in 1331 to the acceffion of Elizabeth in 1558,
~ internal manifadtute and foreign commeérce
had fwelled to a prodlglous bulk, though

the diftant ‘market was narrow. In the four
preceding reigns wool had been no Ionger
confidered - as the medlum of all things; it

no longer redeemed' the crown-jewels, oi
- formed the finews of war, or furnithed dow=-
ries for the princefles of ‘the blood 3 1t had,;_

been - gradually almol’c all wxought up into
drapeues,

Gmccnardm, the accurate hlf’torlan of the |

Netherlands, has left us details, by which we

~.may contemplate the whole extent: of the

nmportant buﬁnefs of Woolens at that inte-

ref’cm g R




(24 )

refting epoch.®  After {peaking with fatis-
fattion of the vaftnefs of the trade between
the Netherlands and England, he fays, they |
',1mportcd thlther B

In I 560——-200,000 pxeces of cloth which

cata moderate rate were worth five mil- S :

hons of crowns, or- . - J{,'I,cno«:),ooo ﬁerl.
There were then 1mported to the Saple ’

“of Bruges 1200 fauks of Wool worth

250 000 Crowns, oOr -~ .= <  [£0,000

Thus, the export of wool was equal Only |
_to one twentleth of the export of cloth ;
and being - legally confined. to the ftaple of

~ Broges, the exportation thxther of that com= -

“modity muft have nearly comprehended the
“whole of the quantity fent out, B

that thefe and other mer-
chandize brought to us by the Englith, and

He mﬁf’ced

carried from us to them, ‘may make the an-

- nual amount to be more than 12,000,000 of
' crowns, or about £2,400,000 fterling.
And our own Camden, who wrote from, -

the papers of Burleigh, in general con-

firms the authentxclty of that curious detail;
wh1ch 01ves us the moﬁ. ufeful mformatxon,

| ¥ See Andgrfon’s Commerce, Vol, T, P. 395. f

| Having -

B e,
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~ Having thus. examined the general amount
we ought to review the nature of thé po-
lxcy, which, in the effluxion of time, had
produced the fingular refult. When the

Englith engaged in the workmg of their
wool into. draperles, the Nether]anders al~

~neady anoyed a prodloxous manufaure of

woolens : the capitals of the Low countries -
muﬁ have- bec:n proportionally great ; their
addre{s, and the range of their market, »muﬂ: |
have been equal to both. Yet, the Engh{h

“under every dxﬁxdvantage, thqt their poverty
~and unﬂmllfulnefs, their hubxts and monopo=

lies, impofed, entered intoa fuccefsful compe-

tition with them. The domefhc manufa&:u-,

rer purchafed the raw material at the cheap-

&eﬁ rate, fince he found it at ‘his door : The

foreign manufa@uarer bought the wool after
it had paid the tax on the exportation, the
freight, and the faGorage, The Nether-
landers underftood commerce too wel! to pro-
hibit the importatiorf of the rival manufac-
ture, which they dyed and dreﬂ'ed and then
fent all over Europe. Yet, the Enghfh

whofe goods were freed from deceits at.
hiome - and exchanged for commodmes;

| ,_abroad had, prior to the year 1 6o, o%rpow-

B \ “ered
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ered their competitors, and beat them from
‘their - anycient'gr()und When two years
before, Calais had ceafed to be the ftaple of
wool, when it had happily ceafed to bea
'ﬂcmini_on"of England, the new flaple was
fixed at Bruges. And we may infer from
'thls circumftance, that the quantity of

wool ftated by Guicciardin, was nearly the

amount of the whole export of England,
which ought to be confidered from its incon-
fiderable quantity, to have been merely the
refufe of the market at home.

Examme ‘the’ following- authentic ftate-

inent from Anderfons Commercc, I V. p_ ‘

186 395.

Exported—m 1353— -31,651% facks of wool .
 =—in 1560-—-— 1,260 ditto

“Fhe price—in 1353 of wool in medern -

o money. L. 10, 4 2 tod,
—in 1533 ' 13. 4 ditto.

sin 15871" R - 18.'5yditto¢

Exported-«-m 133~ 12,8 36 pieces.of cloth ofall kmds

-»-m :560 —200,000 dxtto

Here then is. a demonﬁ:ratxon, that the ,

| home market, though a quahﬁed exportatlon
was

| €27 )
was allowed, though the price of wool in
England had been, in 1353, nearly double

of that of 1 560, had almoft abforbed the
whole fleeces of the. kmgdom, without the -

aid of monopoly ; without any pl’OhlblthD of

- export, |

‘Such then was thc prodigious amount of
the commerce of England, and the manu-

faCtures of wool, before either could havc |

derived additional energy from the Wlfdom
and vigour of Elizabeth. In the commer-~
cial pohcy of that celebrated princefs, there is

'- pprhaps more to biame than 10 comme‘ndr

"There was affuredly real wifdom in her re-

gulations with regard to fhipping, becaufe
~defence is of more importance than wealth.

The parliament, as well as the Queen, encou-
raged monopolies, till towards the conclu-
fion of her reign, when the commons com-
plained of them as grievances, which fhe
redrefled, becaufe fhe was anxious to
pleafe. Let us ftate the advantages againft
the dlfadvantages, which flowed from her

conduét to the woolen trade, and thcn come
| p"ue the refult. ' "

Here are the beneﬁts.. The ﬂatute | of 1
E 2 . Elizabeth,
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. Ehza‘oeth ch. 13. ¢ for thipping in Englith

bottoms,” gavean exception to the merchant-

adventurers, and to thofe of the fteel-yard,

for fending out their Clofh and awool, if there

fhould not be a fufficient number of Englith

veflels, as their exports were made only’ twice"

- a year at moft. By the 8th of Elizabeth,
ch. 3. the export of live theep was proh1b1-

ted, by penalties of difgraceful feverity, in-
- order to prevent foreign thepherds from im-
proving their flocks. The muking of dra—‘

peries at home was regulated. By receiving

"in 1568 the French and Flemith refugees
emulation was incited and {kill wasimproved.
By opening a trade with Ruffia in 1566, with

Turkey in i579, with Baxbary in 1583, and’

‘with the Eaft-Indies in 1601, new Markets
were opened ‘which incited the ardour of
_ exporters, Such were the advantages to the
traffic of wool. :
" Let us now contraft with the benefits the dif-

advantages. Thomas Mathews of Holborn-
bridge, having made the firft knives in 1563,
was amply encouraged by the flatute of § Eli--

zabeth, ch. 7; which prohibited the importa-
- tien of cutlery, from the Netherlands: But

the Princefs of Parma inftantly . excluded |
Englith woolens, amounting to the annual

value of £.1 ,000,000 ﬁerlmg Now, what

was this, if we may fpeak in the language of

Shopkeepers, when treating of thewarehoufe,

but penny wife and pound foolifh. Thofehigh
fpirited ladies continued their womanifh con- _'
tefts till 1567, when the civil wars in the

- Netherlands began ; which, by the fack of |
- Antwerp in 1 585, ruined the commerce, o

wherein England was deeply engaged - And
the Englith manufacurers f{uffered prodigi-

“oufly mean time, no lefs from the enmity of
~ the great, than from the fa&ions of the

mean, In 1569,the quarrel with Spain began,

- which,in oppofition toBurleigh’s remonftran-

ces, continued with fhort intermiffions of
amity during her . lengthencd life. The

, merchant-—adventurers, ‘who had engrof['ed

nearly the whole exportations of England, !
having been driven from Antwerp, did not -
eafily find an afylum, while every commer~
cial city was engaged in hoftility.  Elizabeths
continual difputes with the mercantile Hanfe
towns affeGed prodigioufly ' the foreign
maxkets ; and confequently obftructed export.
| - And
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© And the banithment - of the Steel-yard com=

pany, who bad alone in 1550 exported 40,000

" ¢loths, leflened the number of great exporters, -
We may thence infer, that the whole con~

" du& of that renowned queen was a conti-
nued warfare againft the exxﬁmg manufac-— N

tures of England.

- Here is an additional. proof from Andet- |
afon s Commerce, I V. p. 395 453,

Exportcd--—m I 560—-200,000 pleces of cloth of all kmds i
" in 1601-—1 go,ooo ’ dxtto. '

. in 1560==~ x,igoo facks ofquI.‘. ‘
1601 S many woolfels.‘

Thus the export of wool, though allowcd

| by low, on paying a tax, had- by a gradual
' progre(s nearly ceafed at the demife of Eli- "

zabeth; at the fame time that the woolen

manufadture had apparently declined, owing
to her contefts: And contemporary writers =

aflerted zbe faé?, while they endeavoured to

find the caufe, in the increafe of manufadture

and the confequentlal rife of the prlccs of the
raw-material.

"The ancient dutv on the export of wool
- was contmucd by the firft parliament of the

fubfequent

o s
fubfequent reign. ‘The ftudied peacefd_ln'c‘rs
of James, which has unjuftly entailed deri-
fion on his name, converted the pikes andk
the fwords of Elizabeth into the pickaxes of

the dltcher and the plough-fhares of the far—
mer. The progrefs of agriculture and in=

clofure, that moft important of all improves
ments, augmentcd the numbers of fhecP,

which necefarily produced a greater quans
tity of wool. At the fame time that ma-
nufature went on its way, and the failot
fpread his fails to the frxendly gale, the
multiplication of weavers and - merchants
feems to have kept pace with the incr eafe of
flocks. | R

* Here is the proof from Anderfon’ s com-
merce and Smxth’s Mem. z V.p. 13,

Exported in 15 50——zoo oco pieces of cloth of aIl kmds
1601—150,000 ditto
: 1623—-—250 ooo ditto,

The complaints of the decay of tlade, which

- were firft heard during the reign of Eliza~

beth, . When there was caufe became louder ‘
in that of jamesl when there Was none.

- The clamour of . the multitude urged the:

eommons to conﬁdex of the ﬁate of the na- "~
EIO).).
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tionin 1621.% It was now difcovered ¢ that
the defet of trading in the Weft Indxes, as.
in the time of Ehzabeth, was a caufe that

“there is 2. greater {carcity of money; that
the greét impofitions laid on the price of cloth

is another caufe; that the want of price of

‘apools is a great caufe of the want of money.”
‘The Buccaneers indeed could no longer be
fent to the weftern hemifphere to plunder -
‘the Spannrds But the commons endea-
- voured by the efficacy of law to remove the

reafon of evil, They paffed a bill ¢ for free
l1berty of buymg and felling of Wools, and

‘the fame to buy and fell again”. Here is
the application of a remedy which fully met

the inveteracy of the fuppofed difeafe. Yet

alas! this meafure was merely intended to

remove the obf’cru@uons of mternal traffic :

- They at the fame tyxme pafied a bill < agamf’c

tranfportation of wools.” It anfwered no

purpofe for Cooke to quote the pomted fay-

ings of wife men, of Burlelgh and Popham,

¢ that the abatement of twelve pence in a

tod of wool was out of the common-wealth’s
way above one hundred thoufand pounds. |

- ¥ Parl, Deb, 1020—-1 cvery Whexe.

g R The
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‘The leflening of the demand could never en=
hance the pr ice. . There was, however, real
wifdom in their bill ¢ for the free hberty
of trade into all countries”; fince it encreafed
the number of merchants, and confequently

‘ mﬂamed demand Yet the bills of the come=

mons, thus contrad:&ory in prmcnﬂe, dld

‘not pafs into laws, becaufe James did not

admxre thc Wifdom of thofe Who refufed hlm

- money*,

‘That monarch 1mmed1ately refumed the
lmportant bufinefs w‘nch difference in opml-
on had thus left undecxded He iffued a com=
miffion in 1622 “ to inquire into the reafon{
of the fallen prxce of our wools and the want

vrofthe ufual vent of clotﬁas. The commlf‘on« |

ers pxobably did not inquire mmutely into the
tr‘uth of the faél, whether the’ price of wools
had fallen, or if the export of cloths had

" ftopped.  We have already feen that the ex~
. portation of woolens had great]y mcreafed

let us now examme the prices of wool:

In: 581-—-wool the tod, coft ,{,'o 18 5 prefent moneyy:
1622 — 1 3 8 ditto.

And in July 1622.a proclamatlon was 1ﬁ’ued

* Sge the Parl,. Do:b.» 1620=1- every wheté;

F o Pro= |



( 54 )

~ pxoh;bxtmg the exportauon of Wool wool-
fels, yarn, fullers earth and wood-afhes.
-From that date we fhall find the kings and
parliaments of England directed in their pro~

ceedmgs with regard to our fleeces by cla-

‘mour or tumalt, and not by fa& or expen—-
ence. What alas! is accurate hiftory but an

authentic record of the exertions of human

abfurdity and the effufions of human folly !
The caufe of every commercial evil, during

that reign, arofe in monopoly; from the -

circumftance, that the merchant-adventurex 'S,
¢ompofed of three thoufand perfons who aGed
under one direction, eafily regulated the price
of drapenes, and confequently of the raw
material. It wasby their intrigues, perhaps
by their money, that the late proclamation

againft the export of wool was iffued, in order

to turn the complaints of the manufa&mers
from themfelves to thofe who were mjured
by their praé’h The commons who ale

fembled in 1624 pexcelved the inconvenience -
when they felt the grievance; and urged by

a jealoufy of the Dutch, who now manufac-
tured annually 2 5,000 pieces of cloth, they
"refolved ¢ That the fettmg of impofts on

cloths
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cloths by the merchant-adventurers is a grie-

- vance; that other merchants may buy cloths
and export them freely to any country”.
~ Here "indeed was the true remedy; it is to

be regretted that it was not umverfally ap-
plied. R .
Charles L. contmued becaufe he was poor,

' the avaritious, not to fay abfurd policy of his
father, as both derived a proﬁt from dlf«-__g

penfing with their own prohibitions; and
the intereft of the landholder was continu~

~ ally facrificed to clamour arifing from igno-
rance, The meeting of the parliament in
1040 gave freedom to the. fleeces as well as

to the people of England ; and the expdrt of
wool continued fiee, becaufe it was legal,

till January 164,7, on paying, when fent out

by aliens and denizens, 3/ 6s. 84, the fack.

By lending the parliament ten thoufand
pounds to carry on the conteft with the king,
the merchant-adventurers again obtained an

ordinance, prohibiting ‘the export of W_opl

which feems however to have been never

rigidly executed, fince it only gratified a cor-

poration by injuring the ftate. »
- When the reftoration remﬁatcd England
| F 2 in

b
|
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in peace, theinftantly felt the debility which

had refulted from a twenty years exertion,

‘The cry of a decay of trade, of the ruin of
.the woolen manufdé’cme, refounded through

the nation. A fever of the jealoufy of trade,
envious, and avaritious, burned in the veins

- of the people. The king defpifed the Dutch,
and the courtiers therefore contemned them.
The embodied corps ‘of weavers and cla-

thiers, of corporations and monopolifts bore
down the land-holders by their mifreprefen=-
tatign, their noife, and their Vlolence, and
for the firft time the export of our fleeces
was legally prohibited by the ftatute of the

lar perverfion of the appropriation of punifh-

‘ments to crimes, declared the exporter of

wool a felon, .
“The xeafonmgs which had carried through

this rigorous law, which had thus facrificed

the advantage of land to manufadure, were

'altoaether {ophiftical, becaufe their premifes
were unfounded, fince their facts were un=

true. They infifted thh the’ ufual vehemence

of the monopohf’c that fince Engl and is the
only country of Wool, it were eafy by a

ﬁoppagc

which by a fingu-

\5‘
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ftoppage of exportatlon to anmhﬂate forelgn

-manufature, and to fupply the world with
“the draperies of England. Zeal is feldom
- circumf{peét,
part: of Europe, and fome d1ﬁr16’cs of Afia,
were congenial to the Iheep ; that when the
‘ardour of dlhgence is roufed, it is 1mpoﬁible,

1t was forgotten, that every

to fop its operations, as it fcarches every

-land for materials} it ereds 1ts ‘thed on- thc »

marfhes of the fea, it finds inftruments on
the rocks of the mountam "'The rcﬁdent

Bradfhaw had written to thc councﬂ of ﬁ:ate o

from Dantzmk, in Oétober 1655, “ that
there were yearly in the upper parts of Po-

. land’ 220,000 cloths made, befides the cloths :
‘as are made’ m ‘thefe parts and at this town

I §,000 pieces, beﬁdes the great quantities of
wocl exported hence for Holland: the Duke

- of Brandenbmgh hath bcfpoke 100,000 el]s f
| of Silefia cloth at Komngﬂ)eroh

What;
the Flemmgs had formerly done the Dutch

~d1d now; they brought wool from the north'
“and the fouth from the eaft and the weft,
at a time that a defire of manufaé‘cure had
| pervaded the European World
by a parchment—wrmng the flocks and the |
fleeces,

T o deﬁroy




S ( 38 )
fleeces, the looms and the mills of Europe,

was then, what it has fince. been found to
be, an 1mpoﬁib1hty. But was it pohtlc,

was it juft, to facrifice a great 1ntereﬁ in the

ftate to a dlﬂant contmgency? ,

'4 When on thofe motives, fallacious and
fnvxal the a& of parliament was publithed,
it was lmmedlately percelved that it is al-

Ways more eafy to mvc the form of ena&- -

ment to a law, than to infure the efficacy of ex~

ecution. The tradefmen petitioned Charles IT.
aoamﬁ the i 1mpurtat10n of foreign draperies ;
but candid inquiry difcovered, that 3s two

adts of parliament had prohlbxted theu' ad="

nnﬂion, and a third, bad impofed dutxes,

amounting to a pl'Ohlblthﬂ, none-had been -

) really imported, The ¢ ruined clothlers
complained with real caufe of the exporta-
tion of wool. The councﬂ of trade, to
whom their complaints were referred, af-
fured the kmg, in the temper of the times,

“that the pracice of fmugglmg wool is of

dangerous Lonfequencc, yet the praétxce
thereof hath.grown; that a law of doubtful,
xPxe{“on ‘had been found of difficult exe-
cuthn, ‘and the grcamcis of penalty pre=

vented

;( 39 )

vented the',frequénéyf of profecutioh; while

force had been oppofed to the officers, as the

intereft of the {muggler and the farmer were

‘the fame: and they recommended the a-
 mendment of law and the firi@nefs of exe-

cution. Lefs fcrupulous men at the fame

time infifted, ¢ that fpies were better thaﬁ",
force.” The ftatute of the r4th Charles IL
was accordmgly made in purfuance of the-

advice of both, But, alas! what good is a
fufficient compenfation to the ftate for the
corruption of the morals of the people. Si-
milar complaints were contmually renewed,

and fimilar proje&s of prevention were made, .

durlng this and the fucceeding reign, with-
out effet. The fmuggler defied the mono-
pohﬁ and Sir ]oﬁah Child gave it as the re-

fult of his experience in 1675, ¢ that they
‘who can give the beft price for a commo-
dlty thall never fail to have it, by one means -
or other, notw1thﬁandmg the oppoﬁuon by

fea and land.” . P
' 'The contefts durmg the interefting period
" from the reftoration to the rcvolutwn, with

regard to religion and politics, were not

~more funous and 151iercﬁed than the debates

N - o ~ on
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on the {ubje& of manufaure and commerce,
Durmg the firft years of Charles IL. the jea-

~loufy of trade had been dlre&ed aoamﬁ: the

Dutch; during the laft, againft the French.

But were either of thefe nations now equal ;

to the Flemings in the days of our Edwards
and-Henrys, in greatnefs of capltal acute-

nefs of {kill, habit of attention, or extent

of conefpondence, when the Englith had
leflened the number of their looms, | by
drlvmg them fe om their market ? The efta~
blithment. of King Wllham did not give a
dlﬁ'erent direction to a current, which had
carried down in its courfe the landholders of

England ; and the ﬂatute of William and

Mary, ch. 32, was enacted ¢ for the better
preventing the exportation of wodl, and for

the encouragement of the woolen manufac-
- tures of this kmgdom ”

former laws in this cafe had not been obferv-
ed, but that great guzmz‘zz‘zes of wool bhad been

exporied it dxvxded itfelf into two branches ,
it eftablithed new -modes for preventing

the eypon: of  that commody from England

and from Ireland, except from {Apecified

ports to fpecxﬁed places, for the better en=-
: couragement

After reciting, that
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eouragement of the woolen manufa&ure and
the growth of wool, it declared, that- any
perfon may export:-woolen manufactures into
foreign parts, faving the rights of four great
compavics of merchants ; the Levant,: Eaﬂ:*ﬁ |

land, Ruffian and Afliean :

‘How .amufing is it to trace the. progrefs oE |
pohucal knowledge, always flow; becaufe it
has been at all times oppofed by i ignoranceé
and )ealoufy; by intereft and fa&ion. Ex=
peuence had taught little wifdom to legifld=
‘tors, who fuppofed, as a ground of legifla~
tion, that the fleeces of Europe and of Aﬁa .
could not be worked into veftineiits of elé<
gance, or even of ufe; that England could,

fupply the world Wxth draperies, if the ex=

port of her wool could only be ﬁopped On 4

weak foundation they e{’cabhfhed new regu-
lations to effeGtuate thelr purpofe, though

the old had failed; becaufe demiand had

proved too powerful for reftriion. They
began to fee that freedom piomoted ehergy,

- and. that eniulation and competition always. .

fupported eachi other; but prejudice ftepped

in, and prevented the mﬂuence of reafon. L

Whlle the ﬁatute of erhaﬁi ﬂfruggled
| e thlough
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:_thmugh the two houfes of parl‘lzafnent an

important fa® was admitted to have been
true then, and trial has fhewn that it has

been true ever fince ; z‘/zat the making of cloth: -
and all /Zm‘; of draperies in other countriesis
. mt fo be prevented. But, if the nation could
“notenjoy the monopoly of the manufacture,
‘why was the clothier invefted with a monow=
poly of the wool ? why facrifice the advantage
of the landholder to a fittion, by reducing
| the price of the raw-material below the level
- of markets, fince the nation could not poﬁefe

the fancied benefit ! We behold in: the mif-

taken policy of the legiflature a new kind of
Agrarian-law ; whereby a part of the profits

of the land was transferred from the coffer

* of the owaer to the pocket of the manufac~

turer,y '

The war of the revolution may be fid to
have overturned the woolen fabrics of the
two fifter 1ﬂ;ands. - When the peace of Ryf-

wick had re-invigorated both, “the jealoufyr
of trade was transferred from France to Ire-
eland and even to our colomes The nation.
was ﬁqnned by the clamours of the Englith .
*tradefmen and, the Waulmgs of the Infh;
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| whzlethelandholderforgotthathlsmteref’cwas

impertinently facrificed, during the feramble,

to the profit of both, ‘And the ﬁatute of the;

11th and 12th William IIL ch. 10, wWas
enadted ¢ to prevent the export of wool out
of England and Ireland to foreign parts, and

for encouragmg the woolen manufactures of

this. kmgdom It dxre&ed, that no wool

- or. ,Woolen goods fhould be tranfported, ‘ex-

cept from fpecified ports in Ireland to fpecis
fied ports in England; = That no wool or

~ woolen goods thould be fent by any means
- from the plantation of their growth or mas

nufacture; -that the admlralty thall employ

certain cruizers on the coafts of the - two
" kingdoms to execute the prov:ﬁons of- the'
law. ~ ST
. In the fubfequent feffion that a& was ex-—

plamed and former prohibitions were continus

ed. But in the firft year of the prefent century
we behold the darknefs of prejudice beginto
clear away, By the ftatute of the 11 and iz

of William II1. Ch. 20 the’ fubﬁdles, which

~ had been ongmally 1mpofed durmg the days
N ‘of Edward III. and continued under various
‘ modxﬁcatxons to the pxe(ent ume, were re- .

G2 R moved
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moved from the exportation- of- woole’l ma=

nufaé‘cures.: In this one ftroke of Juﬂ: pohcy

‘there was more fubftantia] encouragement
. 'than in a thoufand reftriGtions, |

" Let us view its beneﬁcml eﬁ‘eé’cs in the va=

£2,932,293

' .: In 1699 [a year of peace]
1709 [ayear -of war] 3,293,1:6
" ay14 [ayearof peace] 3,642,510

,{:_Thefame'ﬁa_tute, which ‘had thus freed

“‘the woolen manufa&ure from burdens, re-

moved all taxes from the exportation of
mml bifeust and bread; nor did it ftop here,

* as in the cafe of wool, fince it equally dif~
" charged the duties from the export of ¢ a//

Jorts of corn and: gram whatfoever.”  Itis

apparent that grain is the raw-material of
- meal; bifcuit and 5reczd as much as waal 1s

Who does

'the the mw«-maz‘erzal of cloth.

- not’ percewe that'to provide for the food of
- a-people is of greater importance than the

«,are of their raiment ? The méafure, which,

*in appearance, had for its object the fending
away' <‘the flaff of life,” only enlarged the
fields of the hufbandmen, and filled their gra-
- naries; - and the natural confequence ofpler:»ty |
: was, “a regular declme of the prlces. K

1y
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is not eafy to conceive why. the: reafonings

“which muft have occu ied the minds of Vt‘hfe‘
| leglﬂators, with regarc{)

~duce the fame regulatlons in refpe& to wool.
While the. woolen manufactures flourithed in
confequence of freedom, the fleeces dwin-
dled away from refiraint. o

to corn,. d1d not pro-

Here are the prices of wool :

L %6’ ‘tods;

o In16g8- — £3 1 ©
: i1706, —_— o1y 6 ditto. -
1707 — 016 6  ditto.
71z — o015 o dxtto.'v‘

At the fame time that the Enghfh leglﬂa-

. tors_ thus forced down the domeftic market
 below the ftindard of univerfal demand, they |
difregarded in their fervor of Jealoufy thein-

ftru@ive, Ieﬁons,whxch the experienced Chlld;

"had offer ed them a few years before, “that tbe :

beft price will always procure the cammadztjy,

noz‘wztbﬁ‘andmrf the oppof Lion by Jea or land "

Yet at a- prodlgtous expence they : fent out a

_ﬂeet agamf’c the fmugglers, whofe hardy fel-
fithnefs proved too powerful for the unwd-k
lmg effort of the failors. Woolen ‘manufac-.
tories were. meantime inftituted in Spam, in
| Sweden, and m other dlﬁné’cs of Europe,‘ o

becaufe

bl i b e e i e
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bccaufe the - Jealoufy and declamauons of N

England had inftru@ed other nattons to look

" for their own good in fimilar means. Out
pohtlmans however fill- fuppofed amidft
their 'delufions, that the  manufadurers of

no other country but England could weave

the. fleeces of their flocks into webbs. The
parliament depreffed Ireland by reftriction at
~ the fame time that the, colomes were yearly

rifing up to the. 1mportance of rivals, Andas
if the price of native wool had not been fuf-

~ ficiently beat down, by narrowing the market,
" therewere thence forth throwninto it from the

ports of Ireland three hundred andfixty thous
fand ffone a year™ Thus the parliament, with
all their renovwa for wifdom, bufied themfelves

age after age in purfuitofa phantafm Happy! \
had their operations been at all times as in=
nocent as they were always futile, fince

they grafped at a thadow. et us nio more

~deride the folly of the crmfaders, the tuhp-

madnefs of Holland, or the avancaous bube-

‘bles of our fathers fixty years ago,

Under the ftatute of William abody of

"preventxve officers Were fent out to guard the

B * Smlth s Mem. Ch. xzé _
' cqaﬂs ;
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coafts; parties of dragoonswere filed off to e~

mforce them, a flect was detached to the axd

of both and an ufelefs expence was thus yearly
incurred of upwards of fifty thoufand pounds..
Yet, the firft fpeech of the Queen, in confor-

mity to the fathion. of the day, recommend-

ed to par hament < the. preventing of the ex-

port of wool and the improvement of Woolen
drapéries;” nor were her recommendations
more efficacious than thofe of her Predeceﬁ'or.
And George I. animated by the fame paffion,

followed her cxample, fince every effort had
failed. A new law direéted, that the (mug-

Aglers of wool fhould be fent to the plantations

as felons, to teach the colomf’as new modes of
tircumventing the acts of navigation. - Thus

‘the ineffeGual praé’clce of ages exhlbxted a

pl&ux'e of im potence contendmg agamﬂ: M-

,poﬁiblhty | S
"From the refloration to the war of 1 1739, =
during every reign, and under “every admi-

niftration, little was heard in Lngland, but
comolzunts of the. decay of trade, of the

- ruin of the woolen manufaétuw | Clamour-

was conﬁantly fubfhtuted for argument, tu-

mult fupplied proofs, and ‘tobs compe}led. .

convxéhon. Thc land- holdcrs, powerful as
| they
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they were in every thing that conftitutes-
power, contmually thrunk - from- the ftorm; -
,ﬁnce they were - ftunned . by noife,
in proportion as’it was groundlefs. -
* can be more certain than this ; that the wool-
en manufa&ure, havmg taken deep root in"
the mid&t of temporary interrdptions, fhot
up’ v1gorouﬂy, notwithftanding the contefts’
of nations, and yielded in its growth abun--

“dant fruits for the fupport of an induftrious-

people, whofe labours formed the: aggregate-

No fa&k

of the national opulence.

- .Here is the evidence from the Cuﬁom-5
houfe books :° | |

~ Value of the Woolen raanufatures’ exported.-

In 1669 —— . fi 00,000 -
._1699 — 2,932,293 -
1705~ — —_— . 3,293,116
‘ 171} . 'l-——--- . 3,642,510
1720 { war with Spain.] 3,059,080

1725 e I — 3,512,898
1739 ‘ L — — — 394‘67’974‘
1735 e — 3,712,875
174.0 [ war with Spain ] 3,056, 720 -

L Yet volumes were meantime ﬁlled Wlth:

the controverfy, refpe&mg the lofs of the

\ Woolen trade, and the modes of revwal -

loud;

Exported in 1 73 i
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It is a curxous elrcumf’cance, becaufe 1t {hews

~ how eaﬁly fapience is cn'cumvented by zeal,

that no man had the courage to infift: « F
dehy, that in ftzﬁ the woolen mamyfa&’ure bas
declined.” 1t was this 1mbecxll1ty of fpirit
which induced the minifters and the par-
liament to delxberate in 1731, on what had

| fo often engaged the attentlon of both before
-And Horatio - Walpole hlmfelf patromzed
-« an additional a@¥, for the encouragement

of the woolen manufaé’cures, of England, by
the more effectual preventing of the unlawful
exportation of the woolen draperles of Ire-

~ land. It recited former alts; and 1mpofed
greater forfeitures.

A reafonable curxoﬁty
may be gratified, by viewing a fate of the ex-
port of woolen goods, while the parhament
were confidering how to prevent the decline'
of Vlanufai’cure. ‘

£.3,166,255
3,566 655

in 1732 a
He who examines the exports of half a
century; muft perceive the continual, fall

of one yedr, the eeltam rife of the next the
B # ¢ Geo II. ch. 21, |

H , dimantion, |
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- diminution of the third, and the exaltation
 of the fourth over all. The experience of
merchants demonflrates, that when abun-
'dance has glutted foreign markets in one
year, repletion is cured in the next by fending
a fcanty fupply. And the natural rife and
'fall of demand and gratlﬁcatlon enable ig-
norance, intereft, and faltion, to combine
~ in raifing a cry of the ruin of manufa@ure,
. vand the decay of « commerce, Urged by this
_unhappy temper, the weavers broke out into

‘infurre@ion in 1738 and 1739, def’croymg
in their rage the houfes of clothiers, and in-

troducmg that diftrefs by their violence,
» Whlch had oniy exxﬁed in mxagmatxozn° |

Examme the proms :

Value of woolens exported in 1736 - £44,008,032

37 4,046,812
38 » 4,1589643
The puces of Wooleze |
141718, memmmfrom L. 3 o atod
_ T e = .

© 1437-8-0-40-1-2, from = smememws O 11 ©
. t6 . | === 013 O
~and e © 14 0

* I‘rom Smlth’s Mem. 2 V. p. 50Q.

the

The minifters of that day were thrown
into the bed of Pxocru{’ces. When clamour '
fmced them into the war of : 1739, a mﬂhon '

was dedu@ed from the annual amount of the
woollen goods exported alone. A louder

~ cry was immediately raifed, for Wthh there

was. mdeed a pretence, of the decline. of
commerce and the ruin of manufa&uxe.

Had Dean Tucker been atked for a remedy, | L

'vhe perhaps would have faid ; Remove the

caufe and the effe& will ceafe fend the
Olive-branch to Spain. -
In a kind of defpair, the commons refol-

ved in March 1741 ; that the exportation of

wool from Britain and Ireland is greatly

prejudicial  to the woolen manufature of -

this kingdom That the laws in éemg ﬁr
preventing thereof have proved infufficient :
And that the moft effe€tual method will be,

by a public regifter of wool in the hands of

the grower. Havmg been charcred with the

formation of the fcheme, the board of trade
“incited the natural ardour of projectors, by
- inviting them to offer their modes of pre-

vention, Qf feventy propofals, whichall ad-

mxtted the zmpo[ bility of preverzz‘mg z‘ﬁe exporzf "
- Ha2
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of wool, except by a reglf’cry, every one ended
in reftraint, but none of them in ﬁeedom.

in order to execute thls pernicious proje&,
* Whlch had roined the manufaé’cure, fince

the thepherd would have cared little . for his

flocks, whﬂe his fold: were watched, and hlS
warehoufe was mfpaé’ced by a hated oﬂicer,
it was propofed to fend four hundred excife-
‘men over England, at an annual expence of

thirty thoufand pounds: And a tax on the

~fleeces of theep was fuggef’ced for the fapport
" of their perfecutors. - When the board made
their report to the commons, the intended

meafure was quathed, by £ ying,what was un~

doubtedly true, * zhar it was anlexcife fcbe'me

Yet while the nation-were bufied in form-
ing plans for the recovery of the fuppofed
fofs_of the woolen trade, it found a remedy
mn its own “efforts: '

Attend to the followmg detaxl

'Woolen goods exported in 1734 —— £ 3,032, 693‘ '
SR 40 e 3,050,720
41 == 3,609,734,

42 —— 3,358,787

43— 3,541,558 /

”What frmtful topxcs ofudxcu]e m}gbﬁ, tbe |

| .fa,tmﬁ“ ﬁnd, in contraﬁmo the c amours of
' the

R e e e

| mpohzmg thc drapeues of the World fince
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the decay of trade, with the value of the eX=~
port of woolen manufi&ures, and the pro-
pofals of projeors with both, Cervantes
did a real fervice to Spain, by explodmg the
erlantry of kmghts What would he merit
of England who fhould teach her people

" never to complam "without a cau{'e, and her

leglﬂators never to purfue unattamable ob-
jectst -
Here then we behold the ulumate refult of
the conﬁmued attempts of a nation, famed ‘,
for its philofophy, to perform an lmpofﬁbx- B
lxty, to beat down the price of an ufefu}
‘commodity below. the ftandard of univerfal
demand ; to ﬁ:op the export of Wool, when

a better price was offered abroad than at bome,

"The Commons, and indeed the Nation, ad-
'mittéd “what ought never to be forgottén

< That the rigoraus provifi ifions of every law
bad astually failed” And we have beheld

‘the precipice to which they approached in

queft of an effectual prevention: Thus the'
advantage of the landholders have been con
tinually facrificed, without reﬁﬂcance, be-
caufe they were difinterefted and mattenuve;
10 a defire, groundle(s and abfurd, of mo-

zt'f
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it was' fappofed, contrary to truth, that our

‘downs only produced the ﬂeece, that our
Iooms only wove the webb, |

" How amufing is it to trace the current of |

manufadture from its inconfiderable fpring,
to its mighty flow into the ocean, How

; ﬁmple was the traffic of England, when fhe

exported only her tin, her leather, and her
wool. How complex did it become, when;
in fu‘perﬁadditi‘on to thefe,were introduced into
the operations of the loom, the filk and the
cotton, the flax and the hair, as’ well as their
different commixtures ; without conﬁdermg
her various fabrics of earth, of wood, of horn,
and of iron. But, how difficult of change, or
of even regu lation do the affairs of a great
nation become, when We contemplate the
feveral interefts of land and manufalture,

of funds and c1rwlat10n, of domeftic bufi- -

nefs and foreign enterprize; all prefling

cach on ‘the other, though the advantage of

each forms the benefit of all. Amidft the

~turmoil, which natmal]y arifes in the courfe

of events, how p1eaﬁng is the confolation,
that it is monopo and reftraint which in-

troduce  diforder, while freedom and juft

;«eéulatmn oiye health and Vwour to the ftate,

We

wool,
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”We here fee in generaj the origin of the
Qamented obfiruGion in the commerce of
which has affuredly fallen, in no
long period of years, forty in the hundred
of its average price, during half a eentury
before. The moreimmediate caufes may be

found in the change of modes; in the pre-
~ ference univerfally given by the fathionable
to the textures of filk, of cotton, and of

linen; i in the failure of demand Wh}.le the
{fupply was enlarged and above all, in the

flourithing flate of our hu{bandry’ ; which,
by means of inclofures, produces, if not

more numerous flocks, at leaft a greater
quantity of wool, f{ince their fleeces are of

a higher Wetght and of a better ﬂapie, -
- The event has demonﬁrated what was

obferved a fow yeeus ago by Mr. Arthur
Young, who had remarked in his Tours, and

~ demonfiratedto the pubhc, “ that the mcloﬁng

of the countxy muft neceﬁarlly increafe the
quantity and goodnefs of our wool. -

Havmg given the moft accurate detaxl, -

order to thew the profit of ﬂxeep, under
every different arrangement, from the ﬂock
of forty thoufand on the mountam, to the

' ~ com-~

)
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company of three hundred in the paddock;

he thus concludes his interefting remarks :

ke I muﬁ take notice of one circumiftance in

the minutes of particular impottance, Wthh
is, the amazing fupetiority of wool and
profit in inclofed countries to open ores.”

It is very remarkable, that every one of

‘ the places minuted in the {cales of profit from -
1os. upwards are in inclofed countries. And

one or two fninutes of comparifon prove
About Hagly the profit
in inclofed grounds is IIs,
ones only 2s. 3d.; which is a prodigious
difference. About Bendtham in the vale
of Evefham, the average flecce is 9]b
in the inclofures; but only 3ilb. in the
open fields.
ment for inclofing ? by inclofing you have
9]b of wool inftead of 3lb;
fheep yields as much as three did;
refpect to}proﬁt, one pays as mugzh as five,
It is thus that inclofures aét; and that leflen~
ing the number of theep is increafing the

but in open,

Can there be a ﬁronoelﬁ argu-

that is, one
and in

B quantlty and value of wool.”* Thus Wh11ev
? men are governed by their 1ntereﬂs, each W1ll

* North. Tour 4 V. P, 169—90. .
follow
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follow the track wherein he finds the great=

eft advantage. And it is the aagregate pro-

fit of all, Whlle the 1nd1v1dual looks for his

own, which forms the vaﬁ: mafs of natlonal
opulence. '

- While We‘revret the dlﬂrefs, Which has“
refulted from a pohcy, Juﬁ: in its theory
‘and falutary in its practice, when other caufes

concmred with reﬁralnt, let us. look for
modes of relief, :

The compa& of every fomal fy{’cem de-- |
clares, that each clafs of the people is entltled‘,
to'proteéﬁon,-but none has a right to prefe-
rence; that when redrefs of undoubted grie~"
| vances is witheld or delaYed,*the contract

which had ftipulated for_mum-‘eiljfuppoi‘t and

{ubmiffion is broken.

much as. its application in praQice amidft
the complicated affairs of the world is often
found to be difficult.

But, the val’idityiof |
‘the flipulation in theory is not difputed o

They howevel, ‘who -
 demonftrate the reality and the extent of
| their fufferings by proofs ’and,qmetly alk
relief from the legiflature, are entitled to . a
regard and a remedy which cannot be . clai~ .
med by thofe, who clamour, becaufe they
| | T are

S
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‘are vehement. or who demand to be difbur-
‘dened of the evils of life, or to be freed from
fan(:led calamlty. |
~ Shall we on- this 1ntereﬁmg occaﬁon,
'When real dlftrefs requires the alleviation of
heav}f,burdens follow the example of the
Dutch, who in their folly or their ave-
rlce, ; deftroy many  of their {piceries
that they may enhance ,t;he"" price of
a few. Shall we proftrate the inclofures
which have produced us plenty; or prevent
the future inclofing of waftes, that in after
times we may have a fmaller quantity of
wool, yet of a worfe ftaple. Shall we caﬁ’-y
the torch through the Warehoufes that con-
tain the unfold flecces of years: or fhall we
refign to the devaftation of the moths, the
woolly ftores, which indeed they have

already begun to confume: ‘or, laying afide

our prejudices, fhall we enlarge the field of
“our market and invite a greater number of
buyers. The modes of fathion are little

A goﬁremedﬁ by law : In a free cou.n.try perhaps.
they ought not to be governed by law;

~ though the frivolous ought to pay for the
,mdulgence of his vanity, when they prefer
the fabrics of foreigners to our own. If

f ‘

the
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 the gay choofe veftments of the filk of Splttle-u

fields ; if the grave prefer the cotton of Man=
chefter, who . would propofe to ftop the
looms of cither, in order to give an advan-
tageto wool. Allfudden changes in politi=
cal ceconomy muft be avoided by a wife

{tatefman. And no redrefs ought to be afked,

or givem, but what is fimple and therefore
practicable ; ‘but what is teafonable in theor?y?"
and eafy in ‘the execution. -

Let us forget he jealowfly of trade,
which. an able author has traced ‘to the
days of Hefiod; which feems to have always
exifted, becaufe mankind have been aIWays: ~
prejudiced. But, who for himfelf will avow;

. I.‘am'govefrn‘ed by prejudice. What elo=

quence and' reafonings have been employed

"in modern times to overturn the empire of

prejudlce, to convince the world of an'irn=
portant truth, ¢ that the richer are the nia=
tions of the earth the better cuftomiers they
are to cach other.” ~ Let us thercfore on the

. {ubje& of wool reftore cur ancient laws, |
for which Englifhmen have fo often B‘l’e“d v
and with them . that rcgulated freedom of
'export, Whu,h, dmmg the days ofsour* Fd<’

12 wards
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wirds and Henrys, enabled the wdolen ma- .

nufadture of England though burdened

W1th taxes,to fubvert that of the Nethellands, |
though upheld by greater capitals, fupenori .

{kill, and wider correfpondence.  Let us by
act of parliament permit the export of our

wools on paying that duty of f1. 13. 4.

for every fack, which denizens formerly

S { 61 )

the pleafure of tracing the progrefs of hbe«

rahty, while we ‘are inftruced. by thexr rea-
fonings and are convinced of the 1mpor-

tance of thmr deﬁom for 1rf=emg us from

ancient errors and cf’cabhfhmo in thelr room.
falutaxy fyftem. | | |
~To the propofal of re—eﬁabh{hmg our

~ancient laws little, perhaps can be reafonably:

paid.  Nor is this general propofal entitled obJe&ed ‘while much may affuredly be faid,

for carrying it into {peedy execution. ;
It may be urged indeed, that in all Lhange
there is inconvenience. But what revolution
of prices or of indufiry could enfue werg
we to deftroy the wool, which, having been
fo long locked up for want of buyers, the
moths are now . confuming. Were it fent
gladually into foreign parts, it could have
litle more perceivable operation  than were
it to fink into nonexiftence, becaufe foreign
looms ‘Thave . Worked without it. Yet, fays
the objeftor, is 1t abfolutely certain that,
were reftraint removed a confiderable expor-
tation would follow. - The anfwer mu{’c re-
fult from the probable demand :rom abroad,

to the honour which orwmal mventlon
| ‘always may claim. Mr. Eden fuggefted a
If‘,g .
| fimilar one in'1779 on abftract prmmples

of polxcy, before the cries of diftrefs had
“been heard, though he offered his thoughts

~ with that hefitation, which might have been |
% expected from a politician, who was perfoitly it
acquainted with the world, who knew the
vembarraﬁ"ments of the great as well as the
prejudices of the httlc cn comphcated fub-‘
je&s of polmcal ceconomy. Sir John Dal-

E rymiple has lately followed his track with
bolder fleps, though it is not fo certain
“that ‘he did ‘not go before him in his con- .
ceptlons of the ineafure and the propriety of k
its execution. In perufing the other cele~. becaufe while markets are full, no Dutch-
0 brated writers Of the prefent day, we enjoy. 1 ~man ‘will afk fox our wool. Nothing has been
o L L j the S v ;mo;e

titain s s oo e o e w0 ot <t bt & e .
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more irregular at all times, than the price of

~ this famous ftaple, fince it feems to have

r1fen and fallen by the command of a thou-
fand c1rcumﬂances. Univerfal demand and
univerfal fupply have probably always go-
verned each other: It is the market of the
world, and not the falr of the diftri&,

which flamps the value on all things. If WG‘
again appeal to fa& and experience one
~truth alone will appear abfolutely certain ;

that the price of wool in the home market

has never been regulated by the amount qf

tbe ‘woolen manufaﬁure; exporied‘

Examme the proof

Value of woolens exported. Prices of wool,

}662} £.900,000 — to£.11 1% g“?ﬁi?g:
1699——2,032,203 — = e — e 1 10
C 1709 —3,243,11§ —ea o 16 9
| 12-——-3,448,881 — .0 15 O
- 18—2,673,696 am— 11 0
o —2,730,297. S— . 1L 0 6
28"“"‘3a193a156 : —_— — o018 o
‘.38-===-4,158 643 = —— o013 6
. 39~——3,218;273 — - o 13 o
 4T——3,6b0,734  — = o 14 0
4?5“"373587787 — — 015 o B
The
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The only general inference, that' re~

fults from thefe authentic fas, appears t0

be ; that the price of wool_fell as the amount

of exports rofe, and it Jeemed to rife as the

 amount of the woolem exported _/'uizk We ought

naturally to have expeed, that When the
whole export fwelled up to 'the prod1g10us
fum of four millions in 1738, ‘the price of

the raw material ought to have been thén as

four to three in 1728, And we may thence
conclude that domeftic demand has at no

period regulated the price in the home mar-

ket, notwithftanding our prohibitions. = Ha=

ving fully reviewed this interefting fubjeét,
‘Mr. $mith * concluded his obfervations with

this pertinent remark: ¢ Such being the

ftate of the exports and the prices of wool,

| it is furely a matter deferving the notice of
the country gentlemen : and his beft ‘endea~

vours ought to be exerted to fhake off that
yoke of monopolifh oppreflion, which has been

“fo long and fo galling to the landed intereft

and its dependents.” Whether the land-~
holders are roufed from inattention or enjoy

| thelr indolence the foregomg documents feem

% Mem0 OfWOOI 2 V! Po 472: e

to
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to evince, that were the reftraint on the expor-
tation ‘removed no other change or revulfion
can enfue, cither in the price of the raw mate-

rial, or in the amount of manufacture, than
what- foreign markets either afk or refufe.

And it is not confequently our aéts of par~
liament, but, the change of Amfterdam, or

Oftend, which is to detetmine‘whét’der out

wools fhall be expmted or 1eta1ned in thﬁ."

" warehoufe.

~‘But the fir ongett obJeéhon has alxvéyS'ai;i_g )
fen from the aflertion of a faé," which has )
‘never been proved to be true; which has

been demonftrated in the foregoing fheets to
‘have been aIWays groundlefs s that wwithout

a’ certain portion of Englifb wool, no forezgn |

cloth could be made. Here is the ground
work, whereon the monopoly was ongmfxlly

erected ; whereon the. prohlbltlon of export

was firft eﬁabh{hed And if the foundation can

be removed, the fupexﬁlu&ure itfelf oughtto’

fall. Shall we, who are famed for our ﬂocks,
apply to the Count de Buffon for inftrucion,

_‘Wlth regard to the nature of fheep, of their |

congenial paftures, of the quality of their flee=
f}ces, or Wlt,h 1efpe& to the various manufac-
' \ tutes

(»65)

" tures of which wool forms the bafis in every

European community ? Even in the days of

‘Davenant it was known, ¢ that though

the wool of other places is not fo fit for
workmanthip as ours, the commodity 1is
abounding in all countries of Europe.”

The Whiggs of 1714, who wrote the Bri-
tifb Merchant, among whom ought to be
mentioned with juft regard, Lord Halifax
[Montague] and General Stanhope, have
already decided this delicate point at the bar
of the public. Thofe illuftrious Wrxters,
who were perfe@ly informed, have affured
us of feveral important falts: that France

has abundance of wool of ‘1ts own growth,

whichalways {erved for many ordmary manu-
factures: that of late the French have learned

" to make the moft of this, and all their wool,
v =and have turned thofe wafte 'grounds, which

were found proper for the improvement - of

~wool, into fheep walks; and to all this they

get wool from Turkey, from Greece, from.
Barbary, from Portugal, and from Spain :
{fo that, concluded they * France, 'wzmauﬁ
coming to us, cannot want wool for dny pﬁ/‘z |

. Buufh Merchant, 8 edlt. 2 V. P. 34z~-59
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of z‘be wodlen manufacture.

And- continual
experience has proved the authenticity of |
of their facts,  and the juftnefs of their rea-

fonings.  An objcéhon therefore which is
raifed on . a groundlefs foundation merits no
other regard than an affertion unfuppofted
by fa&. We may continue indeed to flatter
ourfelves with our {uppofed 1mp0rtance, but
we ought to recollett that felf-fufficiency
without pxetenhon is of all others a ftation
the moft ridiculous.

Yet, as the monopolift does not eaﬁly part
Wlth his prey, he may pxobably atk : why
fhould we repeal thofe ad@s of parliament
under the operation of which the woolen
manufa&ure has certainly flourithed ? Let

‘him take this for an anfwer; obecanfe they

have never been executed. The firft reftrain-
~ing laws of Charles II. appear to have done
‘much harm, butlittle good : they inflamed the
Apirit of {muggling without reftraining the

export of wool; they debauched the morals of

the people, without infpiring a reverence for
the legiflature. - The flatutes of William
“enforced the proh:.bmon, by penaltles ‘and
profecuuons 3 by preventlve officers, aided

| | s | by

“bad failed of effect;

( 67 )

by dragoons and by frigates: the probibition
indeed continued; but no' foppage enfued
and the wool was fent out, though the law
commanded that it {hould not. "When the
cuftoms were removed from the export of
cloth at the end of three centuries and a
half, the woolen-manufaure flourifhed pro-
digioufly without the aid ‘of monopoly.

a further trial of forty years, it was: a,d-.&
mitted by the nation, zhat 'the exyfting lawws

praltifed bad prevented the export of- wool.

An unexecuted law is faid to be a dead

letter ;- If the will of the legiflature ‘yganfno,.t
be carried into execution, it had better to

have never been declared, {ince futility;.ne;\z'e_r'
We may thence

fails to beget contempt.
infer that the only operation of the reftrain-

ing aéts has been, to force down, by an un-

natural preflure, the price of the commodity

'below the level of umvexfal demand, with-

out preventing thé  foreign manufaQurer

from getting our Wool ‘becaufe ﬂoppage and .
probzbztzon are very different things ; to in=

Jure the effential mtcxeﬁ of land. Wzthout

-‘gmng,adeq\.latc,.advanta_oe.to trade.

that no remedy bitherta -
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‘wool, or-of admitting its:importation.

{ 68 )

- It .1s not eafly to tell why the bufinefs of
“wool has been placed on a different footing
from the trafic of corn.
tion of grain a bounty has been giirené and

On the exporta-

plenty enfued, - But a failure of crops, --or
a fear: of famine demanded that a price
fhould be fixed beyond which the export

fhould be no longer allowed. = If our l jea=

loufly of trade. cannot be appeafed, let us

adopt a fimilar policy with regard to wools
let' us declare, that no ‘wool fhall be fent

~out, when. the average price in certain {pe~

'@iﬁéd markets in Britain is 16s. 8d. a tod,

probably find a juft compromife between

 the feeders of fheep and the workers. of
wool.

When by the conqueft of Canada,
we acquired the undifputed fovereignty of
the republic of Beavors, we were reduced

o the dilemma of either deftroying their

We
nbt only chofe the laft alternative, but wifely

allowed the fubfequent export of what the

hatters refufed, on paying fuch a'duty, as

“fhould fend the raw-material to our rivals,
‘enhanced in its price, yet not prevented in
| o | it

In this propofal we - fhall

( 69 )

its fale.

regulation and revenue are made to go hand
and hand together; when the intereft of
the individual and the advantage of the

| agyt'egate coalefce ;- when the "prt)ﬁt of the

private man and the . income ‘of thc ftate

‘are at once promoted.

It is furely a blefled coalition when |

All thofe bleflings, England happlly en=

joyed under our Edward’s v:and Henry’s, and
indeed under every adminiftration till the -

Could we
nowﬁnd a market abroad for nearly the whole
as we did in the time of Ed-
ward III. the price When the commodxty was
fold would furnifh one years extraordmary
fupply for carrying on the war. |

monopolizing days of James I.

of our wool,

In..x 354 ;“che whole merchandizes ,of England |
-{ent out, amounted only, in the money of that
“age, to T - T R S

The cuftoms on the expart of wool, of about : ‘

100,000 facks, of .364 lb. each, amounted to £ 31 624,

‘ whxch fays Anderfon,* was then. -the main re-

venue of the crown, of about . = - =

£412,135,

- of our money ; ‘and their money would ﬁlll

_have gone five times as far as the like nominal
fum to be laid out in our own time [1762.]

s Com, # V, p, 186,

£294,185

S 'The,
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“The cafual revenue, or

(70 )

'The tenth tome of the Feedera *® exhibita
a fingular curiofity. to modern beholders,

‘confifting of a treafury. budget of the laft
‘year [1421] of Henry V, delivered, not

indeed in' the houfe of commons, but at

" Lambeth, in the prefence of the arehbi{hop

and fundry other ‘great men of the.land.
~Here is the revenue, which is alone apphv

cable to our purpofe :

The cuftom in the feveral ports fromthe
“wool exported = A - £5976 1 2

The fubﬁdy on Wool s w26 035 18 8L

Taxes arxﬁng from wool ,ggo o11 19 103

The fmall cuftoms  £2,438 9 13
Twelve pence on the: va~ L _
“lugof goods ' - 8,237 10 oF

fheriff’s receipts " 15,066 11 ¥

28 742 11 ©

Whole revenue of. Henry V £55 754 10 IO% _

T he ﬁlver penny of that monarch was
only worth twopence of our prefent .
coins; fo that the duties on “woel :
. amounted, in modern money, to J4‘60 023 19 9
‘But the price of all things being then
four times as cheap as they are now;+{-
" the taxes colletted from wool in 1421 -
were really equaltoa gxant of thepre= ... ..
fent fefion of = - - £24o,eg§ ;8 4
o S The
# Rym. Feed, 10V, p. 113, :
4 Arderfon’s Commerce, Vol, 1, Pf 247
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"The progrefs of manufa&ure having gra-

dual]v abforbed the raw-material and the
dupenfatlons with law having withdrawn in

a great meafure the commodity from the
ftaple, the cuftoms at Calais, were thereby
reduced ere long to one fourth of - thexr

‘ancient amount.

And the ﬁature‘oyf the 26th Henry VI. ch. 2
recited, that the cuftoms at Calais did a-

mount yeéﬂy in the reign of Edward IIT. to £68,006£

Whereas now [1448] they donot yield annually 12,000

Yet, as the coins of Henry VI. contained twice - ‘
-as much filver as ours, his revente on wool
delivered at the {’caple really amonnted to

And fince the price’of living, durmg thie reign
of Henry VI. was five times as cheap as at
prefent thei income of wool was then aCtually
equal to a grant of the 1efﬁon 0f1781 2 of [120,60@

ot

[24,000

Such v'was the conﬁdemble-amount' of the .
‘taxes, which were raifed on wool, before
domeftic der;iand had prevented foreign fup-
“It'may be
here of importance to inquire what probable

ply, by reducing the export.

refource might be found, - during our prefent

difficulties, fhould the ‘parliament reeftablifh
the policy of a quahﬁed exportation of wool,
: ”whmh enabled our .Henry’s and hdwald 8

t()
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to fupport the dlgmtv of Eng]and and to

‘extend he1 renown.

Where the dlfcuﬁion 18 dlﬁ‘icul becauﬁfef

data cannot be eafily found, certainty is not
to be expected. It was experience which
taught the financier, that if the tax im-
poled on the exports and rmports is too

high, it operates as a prohibition and gives -

rife to ﬁnugglmg, if the duty is too low,

it does not at as a regulauon Govelnedw'
by this 1eafon1ng, we have propofed to per-.
mit the exportation of wool, when its ave-
’rage price in fpecified markets of Britain is -

16s. 8d. a tod or under, on paying the old

denizen duty of Li1 13 4. the fack of 364
" pounds, or, in othe1 woxds, 25. 35d. a tod,

of 28 pounds. The price of 16s. 8d. is
fugge{ted as the moft reafonable medium for
admitting of exportation, becaufe it appears ¥
to have been the moft fteady average price

of the prefent century, however inferior to
that of the laft, when we did not export one

third of the value of our late cargoes‘ of

Woojlens. Ani Whﬂe equal Jai’uce is dti’m«-

¥ Smit’s Mem, 468 507, o

buted ’
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}buted to the gra21er and the buyer in the:

home market, no anl]l‘Y can-be done to the

native manufaé‘curer. Examlne hthe fub-
' jomed calculatlon.. |

;-

The fuggefted average prlce of wool ,g'o 6 8 per tod

‘ The propofed tax.on exportatmn S0 2 34 o

o B R £018114_"'v':‘
‘ Add 10 ‘per ceirt. for ﬁelght fa&orage o R

i and other charge ‘o o 113

- The price to the foretgn manufa&urer, Lo 19 S

Dxtto, to the natrve manufa&mel 016 8 . _
, The advantage of the Iatter overthe =

former, | \ ,(,‘o 3 3pe1 tod

The Iand holder does not recelve after

every dedué‘uon is made an annual income

of more than 3 per ¢ent. on the capztal of
his eﬁate. Pew branches of commerce amld

the compet1t10n of moderr times yleld the |

merchant a clear gain of 10  per cent on hlS

{tock employed

teﬂ with the native, he mu{’c be faddled with
a d1fadvantage of a,lmoft 40 per cent, in the

- _price of the raw mateual befides the addlm
| tlonal mtereﬁ of hlS mone} advanced.

‘But, were the propofed\'
regulatxons ef‘tabhfhed we fee, that before ¢
the forelgn manufaQurer can enter into con-

il
i
-‘i

‘ :
.....
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'Ad’mitﬁin“g then, fince it has been pfﬁved, |

that no rational objeQtion can be made to

. the re-e&abh{hment of our ancient commer=~ -

cial fy&em, it were eafy to demonftrate what

11 - annual. revenue would . thence refult to the

flate, if we could difcover how much wool

“would be. fex'm:'outﬂ were the ports thrown

open. As it has been already evinced, that,

~ fince the fpr‘éhibitiori could not be enforced,
‘ conﬁderable quamatzes ef wool have been at

all times. exported the quantity fmuggled

“muft have always been nearly equal to the

demand of the foreign iarket, though cer-

tainly always under it.’ And we have only

to find out the avnount of What was thus illi-

~ citly fent abroad to behold nearly the fum of -
what Would be exported were reftraint re-
| moved ‘ | | .
In 17 39 Samuel W’ ebber, who then gave

““ g fbort account cj" our woolen manufaitures,”
with a view to find a remedy for fmugghng,

afferted; ¢ that of the 800,000 packs, - pro-

duced yearly in Britain and Ireland, France

gets from us ammally one way or other
The cautlons Andexfon *

500,000 packs.

* Com. 2 V. P 217, _

jutily
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- jufily cen’ﬁxresa'_“" fuch exf:raordi‘naiy"comn

putations,”  When various propofals were
given in to the baard of trade in 1747, the

- 'quantity of fmuggkd wool was flated, as
might have been expecied from men, who
fiaked - their credit on the juftnefs of their
;informiations, in much more moderate terms, ‘

\M Gray afferted—¢ that out of the

| 500,000 facks yearly produced, foreign nati-

ons get annua}ﬁy from Bmam, according o
the received opinjon, 100,000 facks, or one

Afth, amoummg mwye,ooo,ooc pounds'

weight,

Mr. Daniel 'Webb “ 3 weﬂ: country R
'manufaéturm of 40 years expemencc, very
pr operly exploded the extravagance of the
golden flecce, which had fated the annual
growth of wool :'xt;—Sc}O coo facks, and the
unmanufadtured export at 300,000 facks.‘

Having thus cenfured ﬁxtravagance in atio-

- ther, he was probably himfelf governed by
and he affured the board, that
the annual growth of wool in Bm‘cam mlght |

moderatmn

bé deemed 430,000, facks.
The ;,carly ammmt of fmuggled. 404000, dxtto. o
L2 Taklng 5




6y

Taklng it for granted then, that about |

v’ 40,000 facks were annually fmuggled in
CI741, We ought to add at leaft one fifth for
_the quantity that would have been fent out,

had there been no danoel or 11fque.
. .Aé’cmlly fmuggled :

Probably.would h_avc been moreover
~ fent out, o

40,000, facks,

8 ooo; dltto‘

, ‘ 48,000 facks;
whxch are lhll undel Mr, Gay s quantlty by 52,000, facks

_ There are few compet1tors in difgrace and
difﬁculty It is not eafy to fet bounds to

the fpeculahons of traders when emulatmnv'

~and intereft are 111(:1ted by freedom. And it
) 1s the1efore no extravagant fuppoﬁtlon, that
an additional fifth had Dbeen. exported, had

no bars been oppofed by. reftraint and pu-
. mﬂlment? _

The followulg detaﬂ {heWs the progrefs of

the numbels of oux. iheep and the amount

of the1r ﬂeeces :
1n 1698 Mr, Gtegory ng calculated that
we had in England =~ -~ = ., 12,000,000 fheep,
OF wool VCaleﬂlOln or felted 12,000,000 flecces
at zs. 4d. 5{}9’ flegce, -
£ 2,000, ooo v

; In 1741 the Gentlemans Magazme by an

accurate ‘detail thewed that there were
annually fhern in England =~ =~ 16,640,000

One fom th in Scotland - 145,396

~There muft have been, out of . ==

. fmug gled in 1774 C - 67,626 facks

Wool -

)

Wool produeed at 3113 a ﬂeece 3_11,999 facks =~

In Scotland one foulth = 77,999

In Brltam o -— : F« - 389,998

whxch conﬁrms Mr. Webb’s account, ~
In 1974 Mr. Arthur Young found in En-
gland, upon exammmg the folds of the
fhepherd®* =~ - - - ' -
Wool pnoduced at gfb a fleece 581,585 facks

In Britain ‘; e = 226,081 facksa year,

We may tbence infer, that the cauuous“ |

account of Mr. Webb in 1741, and the in-

: telhgent one of Mr. Young in 1774., con-_

firm each othel, When contraf’ced with' that
P of the Gentlemans Maoazme. TR

If, ouf of FN - ',_..“
there were fmuggled in 1741 40,000
,72_6,981 'clitm,,

TSR w—t

* The numbers of Ihecp annually fold in Smlthg

" field market, ‘according to an average of ﬁve o
years ending with 1745, were - - 531, 134.

The fame, according to an average of the five -

. years ending with 1770, were B

- 25, 589,754 Seep. :

430 ©00 facks produced

632 81z

B s e



| andone fifth would have been morcoverfentout 8,000 =

T

"—/Si}, as theh were fmuggied in 1774, e '67,62‘6 facks; -

there ‘had beea MOreover fent 3f tfmr had

1‘ iaeen ro reﬂ:amt one fifth - -~ 13,522
,,rl }’:obable quantlty that would have been fent

4 eut in 1774, - - -

——-——_....

!1!] Had thedemzen dutyof 33s.4d been charged on 48,000 faeks |

1[”

it had yielded in 1741 a revenue of £80,000
Were the denizen duty charged now on — 81,1 51 ditto
it Would yield an income of o £138,281. |

V thch ‘no one will dxfpute, who has exa-

”' | v‘&xme ‘the aﬂ’axrs of the world.

| The. foregomg documents have fhewn,
i what the entries at the cuftom houfe demon=

witheachother, in their progrefs during eighty

- -years to unexampled greatnefs. If welook for
the caufe we thall find it in the augmented

- numbers and opulence of mankind =~ That

v ‘ appy dea,th efCharlcs XI1. hatb been clearly
CRRRE eftabh:(hefi

W

oo there w‘ex’efmugg%éd in 741 = e 4@,{70_6 facks

81,151 facks

~ For Juch is the refu/ﬁ of juft proporiwﬂ,?;

. mined the data and conﬁdered at the fame

fﬁrate,* tha‘t, in refpe& to Britith rﬁanufacf' .
'é’cmes, demand and fupply have kept pace

- SWﬁden has doubled her mhabatams ﬁnce the

)
cftablithed by the enobled hxﬁor:an of that

kingdom. Rufia has added provinces and

kingdoms to her empire. Docor Price has

aﬂ'erted that France, Naples, and oeher Eu- o
- ropean nations have become much more po-

pulous during the prefent century., And

Dean Tucker has exhaufted  the vivacity
of his wit, and the ftrength of hzs reafon
to prove, “ that the richer are the communi-

ties of the Earth, the better ag;fz’omm they

are to each indufirious people” W¢ may

thence juftly infer, that the demand for the

" ,wool as well as for the manufa&ures of Erz-

tain muft mcreafe nearly in the proportaoﬂ

to the augmentations of the mduﬁzry and
wealth of the world ; and while the quantity
of wool, which. has for fome time been re-

- figned to the moths of the ~warehoufe, s
 daily leflened, by the requelt of univesfal
markets, - that its export muft continue’ and

even rife in 1ts amount till forexgn fmrs aic" B

{aturated

Every propofal ‘which has hbetty foz 1ts
end, furely merits the favoiir of Engl lfhmen, ,
Let us therefore reftore the falutary fyﬁemf
of our anceﬂors. Let us pay fom\, attentxom |

to
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'to the interefls of a refpectable body of mett,

who have feldom regarded as. they ought
their own rxghts. * And the flatefmen, who

find it difficult, amid the competition of

'dlﬁ'erent claffes, to difcover funds, that are

altogether free from objection, will not heﬁ«'

tate to accept of the tender of an annual

9 awmcome of 1%/, “There is one truth howe~

Ver, that can admit of no d]fpute a wife na-
" tion feldom a&s Wrong, when fhe has buried.
in the fame grave with the prejudices .of the

,_vulgar,'the _m_lfreprefen_tatlons. of the monopo-

 lifts and the delufions of the fa&ious.’ When

vthe enemies of. truth are thus laid low, Juﬁ.

attention to real fuﬂ’erlng and found policy
muﬁ: neceﬁ'arlly be exalted on thexr fall

* Every country gent]eman ought to conﬁder, with a
view to his future condud, the following important fadts.
[From the annual regifter, 5 V p.150, and 5 V. p 164 ]

“The whole fupplxes, granted for the
‘ fupport of every war, from 1688 to 1762 .

inclufive, amounted to 7{,’.9’2,605,636a

The lond-tax has yielded durmg the R
fame mtereﬁmg penod iy, 325,710 -

m——‘

VRIS APPENDIX.

APPENDIX

N order to lay before the pubhc the moﬁ:
fatxsfaé’tory information, with regard to
a {ubject the moft interelting to 4 nation of

wool-growers, books were not ooly confulted; -
but archives were ranfacked. The walue
of the woolen goods exported in every year
from 1696, to 1780 mnclufive, taken from the

Cuftom-houfe books, is here inferted, becaufe
the detail offers 111te111gence fo decxﬁve, in
refpe& to the graduval rife, the ﬁeady pro-
grefs, and the real importance of the woolen

manufaures of England. It was thought
- proper to-add to every year, the price of

wool, that the public- might have fo good.

an opportunity to determine, how far the
augmented demand for the manufaGure
increafed proportionably the demand for the

raw-material, and confequently the value to
the raifers of it. The prices from 1696, to
1746 were taken from Smith’s Memoirs of

‘Wool, 2 Vol. ch. 171—176; a book equally

remarkable for depth of refearch and juftnefs
| M | - of
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of recital: 'The prices from 1745 to 1781,
have been afcertained from the beft manu~
. fCI‘lPt documents -that could be procured ;
* comparing from five toten dlﬁ"erent accounts,

with the candid purpofe of fixing the
neareﬁ medlum—pnce. It was in the year
1778 that the price of zbe Iong-combzng-wool

began to fall, while zbe jbarf-cloz‘/zmg-wwf'
rather rofe in its value. ‘

The followmg are the diminithed prices of

the long combing- wool:

1778——£o 1§ o pertods -
1979—— 0 12 q ditto.

1780—— o 11 6 ditto,

1781—— 0 9 o dltto, and falluw

A TasLE,

A TABLE, fhewing | the VaLve of the
WooLeEN Goobps of every Kind, which -
were entered for EXPORTATION at the
Custom-House from 1697 to 1780 in-
clufive; and alfo the PRICES OF WOOL
in hng]and durmg the fame Pcmod

- Years Vélo\;’i: ;}g?fés’? The fucceﬂ‘we Prices of Wool in England'{ :
X L. Lo 5o do E
1697 1,480,954 1 8o The averagc price
1698| 2545450 09 1 10 Lo s ,_a.’» '
1699 2,445,019 | frgn} 166.0}1 o ifﬁ’toc’&
1700| 2,54 _,,_938 : to . 1700
1701|. 72;697,290 R SN
1702| 2,193,332 . v A A SR
- 1703| 2,759,005 | R B
- 1704| 2,739,537 | ~ o ' e
1705\ 2,507,504 -
1706 2,903,400 O 17 6
1707| 2,912,181 |0 16 6

1708) 3,257,193
1709! 3,341,799
1710 3,543,400
1711 2,9335427 oo
1712 3,514,447 10 150
1713 2,857,852 ,
1714 3,650,040 [0 18 ©
17150 3,359,029 : o

1716 3,253,652 , R oo

117197 3,700,349 (1 30 |
1718 2,073,695 I 70 fAverage price . R
171 2,720,208 |1 1 o from 1700 0 g
1722 3,329,020 jt 16 to 1720}0 19 103 #thd
1721 2,903,309 |1 ©.0 : SR
1722  3384,941 . j1 0O

o 17 6

T 1723 2,920,600



" Years

Value of Wt)oleﬁ

7> §. Gobds exported. -
’» o o £
- 1724} 390682374 k
LoIv28 3,512,897“
. 1726] 3,03 8,148
Cag2gb 2,877,245
1728 3,193,155
111729 3,100,322~
1730, 3»4673973
- 734 3 257 \
3733 3,427,098'
1734 39032,693
1735 3,712,875
- 1436 4,008,031
"2737) 4,040,8 T
1738} 4,158 643
- 3739 3,218,272
1749} 3,0 56 719
- 1741) 3,669,735
"1442) 3,358,786
17431 3> 541,559.
1744] 2,762,870,
1743 2,947,356
f 1746 3,646,842
37471 3,554-°39
1748 3,514,395
1749| 4,477,852
r1v50]. 4, 320,005
1751 4,206,763
1752) 3,713,122
’ :1753 4,223,234-
1754f 3,624,696
17550 3:575:297
11756f 4,933,505 .
2757} 4,755 095 :
x758] 4,673,402
1759} 5,352,299
1760| 5,453,172

O~ ~00000m0O000000R000000O000 o-ob‘ooo".o;op;o.og\

16
18
18

‘14 O to
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- The fucceffive Prices of Woo] in England..
§
16
16
15

0000 00WOoOR

2 ,Ach;ge rtice. -

fi 20 .
rom ;;40}0 167 9 " tod

Average prlce

_to. 1750

: Average price..

to 1760

from 1740}0 17 72<y9‘tod,

from 1750}0 17 5 %9‘ tod

- Q C OO 0.
Dkt b e et b

OO 03~ o0 W Lhnnpn N0 =

L . Valua of Woolen' § -
X ealf’ T\;}})ods .e:.tpox“ted,
£

1761 4,344,078
1762 3 9059064— .

17603 3, 971,439 ..
1764 5,170,938 9
1765 4,475:482
1766 4,629,162
1767)  4,277.402
1768} 4,358,835
1769 3,896, 567
1770| 4,113,533
1771} 4,560,240
1772] 4,430,784
17731 3,773,930
1774 4,333,533
1775 4,220,172
1776 3,868,352
1777\ 35747,537
1778| - 3,213,331
1779] 2,820,616
_1780| * 2,589,109
1781

OOOOOO0.0HHH‘HHOOh

[ T =

CssH)

The fucceflive Prices of W".éol in Enﬁlaﬁ‘i. .

-
0O 0~ XL,

O NGO O OGO 0w 00 0O 000N

Average price. o
' Los d.

‘to 1770 f 7

'Average price.
from 1770 1
o 1778 o‘16 23 %B'tod

Prices of long combmg wooi

18 3
15 ©
12 ©
11 6

g o

000000

When Mr. Smith, who publifhed his Me-
moirs of Wool in 1747, had compared the
fucceffive prices of wool with the value of the
‘awoolen goods cleared out at the Cu om-houfe,

~as far as he had been able to obtain them,'
\ he thus* fummed up his xmporta.nt reﬂec.-;

tions :

B * g Vol,‘p. 516,

¢ From

i

from I76°}o: 18 3 3 tod
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& From all which, it is to be obferved, 1. That the
Price of Wool is wery finituating, not only in England, ut in
the World at large. 2. That the Price of Englifh Wool i

‘England, the’ Audluating, bas rarely been at any confiderable

Price, fince the Year 1660, when the Exportation of Wool awas

" firft abfolutely probibited by a full Parliament, azd in good

‘carneft. 3. That Englith Wool iz England, is not fold to its
intrinfic Worth, according to 1he Market Price of Wool in the
World at large, of which the Market at Amfterdam is a pro-
per Teft and Standard ; and the Price of feveral Wools therey

1719, (as gir’ven‘ in Traite Le Negoce d’Amfterdam)

compared with the Prices of Englifh Wool in England, iz that

Jame Vear, is one very plain Proof. 4. But though Englith
“Wool in England is uever fold to its Worth, according to Mar~

Rets abroad, for other Wools; yet the Markets abroad, for

other Wools, do govern the Price of Englip Wool in

England, more than any other Circumflance and much more

than the State of the Englith ‘Woolen Exportation Trade,
as the People hawe been ufed to imagin 5 and avbich, in a due
Regulation of Things, avould be, tho in my Opinion Jomewbhat
erroncous, yet no very nnatural Suppofttion but, as {be Cafe
“/'t{/zmlc, is wery avide of the Truth. §. The Reaforn why Englifh
Wools, iz England, are fo conftantly below. their natural

Value, '(\the Market Price of Europe) is plainly owing to ‘@’

MonoroLy iz this Cafe, occaffoned by prohibiting abofolute-

- ly the Exportatioh of Wool. 6. The Difference betaveen the

thus forced and artiﬁci.all Price for Britifh and Irifh Wools
in England, and their natural Worth, at the common- Mar=
Fets for the Wools of the whole World befides, #s the principal,

if not the fole Canfé of the Runnage of Wool from Great Bri--
, tain and lreland. 7. The Reafon avby this illicit and pernici=-
- ous Practice, t{)eyl’\utmage of Wool, bas not bitherto bc‘é};-
. ‘ pre-vented,. af/ef repeated ferions Efforts of the Legiflature Sor
that End, for above fourfcore Years fucceffively, #s, becaufe

the
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the Efic&t has been confidered ‘more than the Caufe 3 and the
Laws bave been levelled at the Means and Opportuniiieé bf |
exporting Wool ; avitheut taking any Thought bow to Ieffen the
Tempration ¢ it; ot'erwife than as that fhounld be effected by.
increafing the Penalties : But increafed Penalties adding al-
avays o much Strength to the MONOPOL Y already created againft
the Growers; and in eonfequence thereof, bringing 1be low
Price of Englifh Wool, fili lower in England, the Temp-
tation to Runnage has therehy increafed, along with the Penal-
ties ; and the Tranfyreffors, though prevented in fome of their
Ways, have, from Time to Time, fought and found out new ones,

Thus, has nothing confiderable been done, in fo

long a Courfe of 'ime (as upwards of eighty Years) to-
~ wards the main thing pretended, wiz. the preventing the -

Expor:atz’o}z of Wool. Neverthelefs, the chief, if not the
onLy Point, which fome of the more intelligent Mafter
Manufa&urers and Exporters of Woolens, have had/in
View, has been accomplifhed all along. I mean the Price
of Wool has been brought dovon, and kept ander 5 not always
at the fame Price, but always at much the fame Diftance
from its nainral Falue ; though Ebbing and Flowing, with
the Price of all foreign Wools in all foreign Markets.
This, fo far as is difcoverable from any Notices
which have occurred in the large Colle¢tion of Trads and
other Intelligences, cqntaiﬁed in the foregoing Chapters,
is the true Stateof the Cafe At leaft, the feveral Phznomens
in regard to the Rife and Fall of the Prices of Englif
Waol in England, are accounted for, more 'uniformly,
upon this Foot, than ypon any other. Nor is theljle‘any
Thing irrational in it. There is nothing in it but what is -

agreeable to the very Nature of buyiﬁg and felling, to the

Ground and Reafon of the Rife and Fall of Stocks, in all
Markets, and in all Cafes whatfoever: «.g. If foreign
Wool is cheap comparatively, in foreign Markets, Englifb

’ ' " won)



" "ngpl cannot be dear m the Markets Of‘Eizglgﬂ‘{Z‘_; bcc_:ézufc
. foreign Markets, for buying of Wool, being open to Engli#
| Buyers, as to any other Merchants’; provided they could

do it with any Advantage, they would not fail, in that

. Cafe, to pour in foreign Wools upon us. On the other
v Hand, if Engli/b Wool is cheap, comparitively, in England,

" and foreign Wool dear in foreign Markets, that will -
i naturally quicken the Courfe of clandeftine Exportation
i Lin fpire of

of all" prohibitory Laws }. and thereby- raife

‘the. Market for Englip Wool in England. Such (as Sir

Sofiah Child has obferved) is the [communicative] Force,

- Subtilty, and Violence of Trade. -

“This Affdir has, it’s true, been difguifed, from T'im,e to

. 'Time, by a certain Fition, -about the peculiar and mar-
. vellous Properties of Engli/b and Zrifb. Wool ; and much
. falfe Hiftory has been occafionally invented, in order to
" “wouch the fame ; but the whole Truth is plainly no more.
i than what has here been mentioned. And let it but once
. 'be contrived and effected, that the Wool of England and

Zreland may take fomewhat more neatly their natural Price

-~ at home ; and all illegal Exportations of Wool will be more

eafily prevented ; and, I am perfuaded, -all Injury. to the

' Community of  Great Britain, or patticular -Benefit to
Foreigners, in refpeét of that Commodity. R

- The Price of Englifp Wool then in England, musT
be fuffered to rife s contrary {o the avowed Intentions of

' fome, who lay greater Strefs upon that fingle Point, of
having and keeping cheap that Commodity, than upon .

preventing the Exportation of it ; -well knowing that

Chiapnefs.of Wool brings more Benefit to ‘particular Per-.

fons concerned therein, thas the latter, the Exportation
of it does Injury to the Waolen Exportation Trade. 1 beg

~Pardon of thefe, Gentlemen for divulging this Secret of

theirs; but indeed, no Man of them entrufted me with
t3 nor was-it told me by any Perfon living, But Mr. Maz,
a Merchant, who wrote foon after the Reftoration, firft
blabbed it to the Public; next to him, the Company of
Eaftland Werchants, in” 16895 fome few Years after, Dr.
Dawenant; when his Pen was engaged (for-Hire, 1t'has been

faid,) ‘in the Service of the Qld Eqft-India Company s and

now and- then, of later Years, one or other befides.

THE END.




