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R ~T9thi§”ROY4L_‘HI_GH-NESS

‘The Prince of WarLgs.

S 1R,

/ l “HE following tranflation from
B the Spanifh, being publithed |
- with a view. to give pleafure and pfroﬁtﬂ,’:
to all the lovers of Agriculture in the

Briifb dominions; to. whom could I fo

properly addrefs it, asto your Royal

Highnefs >

 The fv&eets of Peace, and the vtri«
umphs of war, are evident] y built upon
the happy pra&ice of Hufbandry ; from

thence, Induftry, Commerce, Riches,

and Happinefs are primarily derived.

Youx;- prmcelyF ather hada very‘ gl’éa,t-

andtrue taftefor it ; Your Royal Grand-

father encourages its Profeflors ; and as

. yourReyal Highnefs fo eminently pro-

- A2  mifes



| o (iv) , |
mifes to inherit the virtues of all your
 great anceftors; _may a knowledge and
love of Agriculture, find an early place
amongft the ufeful and ornamental fci-
ences which fhall adorn your Mind.

* Your Royal Highnefs‘win,, poﬁibly,' |
find more leifure to favour this art, than

" moft other Princes, as his Majefty will

~ probably reap all the Victories in the

- fields of War; and the military Harveft

* of the laft Year, will leave ‘the milder -

arts of Peace alone, to be cultivated by

“your Royal Highncfs and hisSucceflors..

Iam,
 Your Rovar ‘Hicuness’s
- moff dutiful and

" devoted Servant, -

" 'The TRANSLATOR.

. THE

- HONOUR ad ADVANTAGE

OF

AGRICULTURE:

BEING THE

Twelfth Discourse of the Eighth Volume of
-~ Ferjos’s Works. SRR

SECT. I. _:
"F Mankind could once agree, in
fetting a juft and true Eftima-
tion upon human occupations, and em-

-ployments; Honour and Profit would
{oon almoft ceafe'to be diftinét attri-

butes. For, if we view things in the
light of reafon, that ‘which is moft

ufeful to the Publick, is the moft ho=

nourable; and fo much the mote ho-
| nourable, in proportion to its utility.
* The Service of God in the firft place,

B ~and



(2)
- and fecondly, that of the Republick
thould regulate our Eftimation, or
Dxfeﬁ;lmatlon, both of things and men.
In my opinion, the moft contemptlble
of all animals, isa Man, who is of no
ufe in the world ; Whether He is rich
or poor, hwh or low, noble or ple-
beian.
 on certain noble Appamtwns, {plendid

Cyphers, that do nothing all their

| ]1ves, but walk the Park ; crowd affem-

blies, and {quander the Eftates left

them by their anceftors? It is true, I
conform myfelf to the reft of the -

World, who, by common confent of

1 Cuﬂom, pay. them the external ho-

mage of Civility, void of all intrinfick
 real refpe@. I look upon Nobles, who
are fuch by birth alone, as {o many
Statues, reprefentatwes of {uch of their

glorious anceftors, who by their virtues,

and heroick explo:.ts, had acqulr@d ho-
“nours for themfelves, and their pofte-

‘rity 5 and in that light I reverence

them, that ls, meerly as Images, whu:h

Put ‘

What value can I poflibly fet
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(3) .
put me in mind of the virtues of their
forefathers; by which means, my ve=
neration 1is d1re&:ly paid to the Origi-
nals, and not to the Images themfelves.
All Adoration pald to them, for what
they are, “and not for what they repre-
{ent, as is commonly pra@ttfed {eems
to be a {pecies of political, asmuch, s
it would be of theological Idolatry, to
adore the image of the Delty with a
devotion, abfurdly centering in. the
image alone; though only due to the

| Delty it 1s meant to reprefent

Onthecontxary,l'honom for hlmfeif :
or for h1sproper merit, that Man, who-
is of real ufe and fervice to the Pubhck :
whether his birth be illuftrious, or ob

fcme, and I likewife honour the p‘ro«-V

‘fdﬁon, in which He ferves his coun-

try, ‘with more or lefs revelence, in:
proportion to its greater, or efs utility
to the pubhck without troublmg my--
felf about - the general eftimation fet

'Vupon it by Mankind, of high or low,

B 2 honour-



g (4)
honourable or degrading, brilliant or
obfcure. T |

This being ‘the_ true 4g:on‘c_eptioﬁ
which the nature of, things infpires, it

follows from thence, that there is

fcarcely any Art or Employment wor-

thy of more honour, than that of

"Agriculture.

Sper. IL

Every thing capable of Honour,
is augmented by honour; or receives

new Luftre from Antiquity. King-
dems, Cities, Families, even religious
Orders boaft (not without fome vanity)

of this Prerogative ; even many of thofe
things, whofe value is depreciated by
time, become ftill more refpectable, as

they are more ancient; as Men, who
though old age impairs their Powers,
it increafes their Refpe and Autho-
rity. So a confular Medal of Cop(pﬁr» |
- | o - {the

’

| (5)
(the old Roman coins of the times of
the Confuls are fo called) is at this day
of more value, than modern money of
more precious metal. | .

What Art or Science can compare

- with Agriculture for Antiquity ! None,

doubtlefs, for it is as ancient as Man.
When God made Adam, He placed
him in Paradife, that he might culti-
vate it, and guard it: Uz operaretur,
et cuflodiret illum. To cultivate the
earth, was the firft occupation and the
firlt bufinefs of Man. '

This inconteftable ‘antiquity is at-
tended by two glorious circumitances 5

the firft is, that Agriculture is the only

art, which had its origin in Man’s firft
ftate of Innocence; other arts arofe,
after the world had been polluted by
fin. The fecond is, that men were
the inventors of all other arts; God
himfelf inftituted Agriculture. This is
manifeft from the holy writings; that

B 3 - Adam
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“Adam did not of his own accord apply
himfelf to the cultivation of the earth’
but by appomtment and order of the

mof’c High. Tulit ergo Dowminus Deus

50;%2%@7%, et pofuit eum in Paradifo fwlzzp-
zatis, ut operaretury et cuffodiret illum.

SE CT IH

T uE fecond ar gumént in f'woﬁr of
o the Noblhty of Agrlculture is derived

from the ‘many great men, that have

~ exercifed this art.  If we {earch into
~ the remoteft anthmty, we thall find,
’?that the moft illuftrious of the firft

ages, were Hufbandmen. This is an

~obfervation of father Comehus a Lapide,
Adam, fays he, a guo omnis nobilitas de-

Jeendit, Abely ~ Seth, [Voe, ﬁérczéam,‘

y) fclczc, :}"acoé oﬁwefgw viri prifci ce/e—-‘

bervieni

Genel.)

Juerunt agrzco!x (in  cap.

I
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- If we defeend from thofe very an-
cient times, to others lefs remote;
the Roman hiftory plcfents us with fa-

- mous 1nﬁances to our PUI‘POf@ Camﬂ

lus, the great Camillus five times

“Dictator (which was the fupreme Ma~

glﬁrature in Romse, and never conferred,
but in times of greateft danger to the

Republick) fix times Tribune of the
people, the Conqueror of the Antii,
the Falifcans, the Veii, the Gauls,
the Vol{cans, the Tufcans, and the
}Eqm, {tiled the fecond Romulus, for

having delivered his country, at the
crifis of its total ruin from the invafion

of the Gauls; Camillus, to whofe ho-

nour his grateful country frft ereGed

an equeﬂnan ftatue, this great and il-

luftrious Perfonage was aHufnapdmm,
not for amufement only, but by pro-
feflion; and the fame viorious hands
that {o often had defeated the enemics
of his country, in the intervals of war g
were employed in plowing the ground.

o B4 For
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For which reafon, Lucan {peaking of
him, writes, lib. L. o
3 --—--r- :Et g‘uondqm‘d'uro Sulcata Camills

Vomere. : '

* Marcus C:uriu"s Dentatus, three times
- Conful, the Conqueror of the Sam-

nites, of theSabines, of the Lycanians, -

and, what is more than all, of the mag-

nanimous Pyrrhus, the terror of the

Romans, profeﬁéd \ Agricﬁlt_h:rc.k So

likewife did Marcus Attilius Regulus,

who was twice Conful, and many times

Conqueror of the Carthaginians. So
did the great Cato, whofe name alone

renders it unneceffary to give a more
~ ample relation of his victories and tri-
‘umphs. This great Hero (fays Plu-

tarch) laboured his ground with the
fame toil and fatigue, as the meaneﬂ: |
of flaves, in company with his ownj

~ covered like them, with duit, naked
in Summer, and cloathed in Winter,
~ with ruftick garments. o
SR : . We

(9)

~ We recite thefe few extraordinary
examples out of many, for it had long
been the pradtice in Rome, for -the
firft Men in the State, to dedicate
much of their time to Agriculture, as
Cicero witnefles. ' Apud majores noftros
fays he, in his oration »forR,ofc.‘Anierim

- Jummi viriy clariffimique bominesy  qui.

ommni tempore ad gubernacula Reipublice

Jedere debebant, in agris quogue colendis

aliquantum opere, temporifgue confimp~
ferunt.  Pliny confirms and even

trengthens this authority, and fays, 7p-

Jorum tunc manibus imperatorun cole-

bantur agri (lib. xviil. cap. 3.) and
Ovid (x Faft.) fays, it was very ufual
for great men to be called from the
plow to exercife the Pratorial Dignity.

- Jura dabat popu‘lis, pofita modo Prator aratro.
* The cafe of Acttilius Regulus is  par-

ticularly worthy to. be cited.  One of
‘ ' ' EET ith€
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" the times he was made Conful, the

meflengers that were fent by the Re-
publick to acquaint him with his Elec-
tion, found him following the plow,
and {owing of his ground. It is Cicero
who relates this 3 Profefto illum Artili-
wmy quem fua man [pargentem  femens.
qui - miffi. erant - comvenerunt, &c. ( ubi

o Sfupra.) In the fame employment, (fays

“Pliny lib. xviii. cap. 3.) was Ferranus
found by the Meflenger deputed to
announce to him the honours the Re-
publick had decreed him. Serentern
invenerunt daii honores Serranm.

Skcr. IV.

Awmonast the fame Romans, we find
another remarkable article, reflefting
great Honour on Agriculture, in the
Appellations of {everal illuftrious fa-

milies denominated from the fruitsvof

the earth; the obje@s of this art, or

The

~from things relative to them.

vt
L
L
‘ T
[
!,

i

Fabiiy

bility

(1)

Fabii, derived their name from Beans ;

the Lentuli, from Lentil; the Ciceros,
from a pulfe of that name. Thele
{urnames (fays Pliny) were relative to
one or other anceftor who had ex-
celled in, or taught the perfect culti-
vation of, thofe different products. So
the family of the Pifo’s were fo named
from the word Pifo, which fignifies to
clean the grain from the Huilk, as the
Pilumni, from the invention of the |
Pilum, aninftrument to grind wheat.

SecT. V.
. Tue fourth article to prove the no-

of Agriculture, may be taken
from the many illuftrious men, who

have not thought it below their dignity, -
- to write treatifes about it. By illuftri- -

ous men, we do not here mean, il-
luftrious from wildom and knowledge
(though many of thofe wrote purpolely

on Agriculture, or at leaft in their

i | other



(12 )
other works mixed ufeful inftruions
about it) but we mean, men illuftrious
and renowned for their charader, ftate

“and honours. ~ Pliny mentions four

‘Kings, who wrote upon the {ubjeét;
an Honour which T believe none of
the profeflors of any other art or {ci-
ence can boaft of.
‘Hieron King of Sicily. There were
two of this name: though Pliny does
not diftinguith them; yet from other
authors we know, that it was the fe-
cond, awife, prudent, and valourous
Prince. The next was Attilus, king of
Pergamus.  'The  third - Philometor,
likewife king of Pergammus.  From

“hence I infer, that though Mr. Rollin

“in the tenth volume of his ancient hi-
ftory lib. xxii. cap. 1. confounds thele

two in one, becaufe, as I imagine, one
~ of thofe Attalus’s, kings of Pergamus,
had for furname, or {fecond name, that

" of Philometor ; yet, as Pliny mentions
Attalus and Philometor, as twe kings,

and different writers, we oughtv to ’b’e-*'
| | | lieve,

The firt was

(13) |
lieve, that He that Pliny calls Attalus
is one of the other two Kings of Per-
gamus of that name, diftin& from
him, furnamed Philometor. The fourth.

was Archelaus, King of Cczpﬁadoez’d. R

Theiy fame aut1101° ﬁafter thefe four}f:
Kings, mentions two Admirals; who
likewife wrote about Hufbandry. One

“of them, the famous Xenophon il~
laftrious in arms, literature, and elo-

quence. 'Thefecond, Magon, a Car-
thaginian Commander, whofe works
the Romans found at the taking of Car~
thage; and the Senate fet {o great a va~
lue on them, that when they were
diftributing whole libraries, among the

little princes of Africa, they referv-
- ed eight and twenty volumes of Magon’s

works for  themfelves, and appointed

{ome Romans, ikilled in the Punick
Language, totranflate them intoLatin.

! The honour that | Agﬁcul‘turé “has
pofieffed, in being the obje@ of the
R | ftudies -



o (14)
~ ftudies of crowned heads, is more wor=
thy of the attention of the Spanifb na-

tion, than of any otherj a Spanifb

King, called Habides, if we believe
Trogus Pompeius, or - his abridger
Juftin, was, at leaft in our Peninfula,
the firft inventor of Agriculture; Boves
primus-(fays Juftin) aratro domari fru-=

mentague Jitlco ferere docuit, et ex agrefti.
cibo, mitiore vefci.. Father Lewis de la:
Cerda recolle@ting  this paffage from:
Juftin, in his tranflation of the firft

‘book of the Georgics, after faying, that:
it was not a Greciany nor the fabulous:
Goddefs Ceres, (who, fome think, was:

2 real ancient queen of Sicily,) butour
own King Habides, who taught this
ufeful art to the Spaniards, adds; in
order to infinuate to the whole nation
the particular obligation, ‘which, upon
this account, they lie under, toefteem,:
and - promote Agriculture ; that it is:

our glory, that we are not indebted to
any foreigner, for fo: great a benefit ;

but to a prince of our own country.:
o o Ttaque

[
T
4

_(15)

Ttaque proprio invento gloriamur, non

aliunde emendicato,

. Sscr. VL
_ Tux fifth Title, on which wefound
the nobility of Agriculture, is, on the
h.xgh eftimation it obtained in ancient
times, and which, at. this day, it pof-

feffes in fome of the moft flourithing

nations of the world. We have al-
ready given fufficient teftimony, ‘how

much the Romans honoured this art:

nor were the Affyrians, or Perfians,
behind the Ro?ﬂaﬁn this 'p(jinf." fThé
Greeks deified Ceres only becaufe fhe
taught them Agricalture.  The Egyp-
tians exceeded them all; they wor-

thiped the Vil, as a Deity, to whom

they attributed the fertility of their
lands. " Plutarch; =~ Heliodorus, and

- many  others, fay, that the Egypriarn

God Ofivis is no other, chan the Vik;

the f:a.ﬁt?ie. Heliodorus teftifies, that the
Egypz.‘mm;not ‘only worfhiped the Vile:

as
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Casa Deity, but as the fupreme of all

the Deities: and, in Atheneus, Par-
menio Byzantinus gives the name of
Egyptian Jupiter to ‘the ]Vz/e | Such.
honours did they pay that river, upon
account of his "ove‘rﬂo-wings, ~which
were fo beneficial to Agriculture.

- 'Allbv&ing Ofiris, agreeable to the ge-

neral opinion, to have been an ancient

King of Egypz, deified by that fuper-

ftitious nation, this alone teflifies the

high veneration, they had for.; Agricul-
ture, who worfhiped that King, who

firft taught them the art. So Tibullus

fung, lib. i. eleg. 8.
Primus aratra mann folerti fecit Ofirisy
Et teneram ferro folicitavit bumum, -
Primus inexperie cammg‘ﬁt [emina terres
- Pomagque nonnotis legit ab arboribus.

| Correfpcndent to this, is the Devotion

the Egyptians paid to the Ox,as a{ym-
bol of Apis or Serapis, an animal of

: prin'cipal ufe_and feﬁrvijcc inAgnicUlture,; '

At

oty

- At this day (though free from the
fuperftitious part) the wifeft nations
equally honour Hufbandry.  Mr. Sal-
‘mon, in his third volume of the prefent
ftate of the world, {peaking of Siam,
{ays, that the Monarch of that country,
once a year, puts his hands to the
plow, for an example to his {ubjecs.

- The regard the 7urks have for Agri-
~culture may be inferred, from what
we read in the continuation of the
Dutch Gazeite, of the 3d of Auguft
1736, wherein is fclated the ceremony,
with which War was declared at Con-

ﬁq;éz‘iﬁzép/?? againtt Rufia, the 2d of

' Funeinthat year. All the trades, to the

number of {eventy three, aﬁem_bled in
the great {qudre of Meidan, and from
thence proceeded in proceflion to the Se-

- raglio, to be reviewed by the Sultan.

What makes for our purpofe is, that
amongft all the crafts, Agriculture had
the precedence, and marched beforeall -
the others, reprefented by a man driving

| G aplow
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‘aplow drawn by two oxen, and {catter-
inpg {feed on the ground. The %r/e.f‘,
‘though Barbarians with refpet to reli-

‘gion, are very fagacious In politicks, as

we have elfewhere hinted, and the pre-
ference they give to Agriculturc;before
all the other arts, is of great weight to
confirm this opinion. o |

" In the great empire of China, where
the Laws of good oeconomy are In
their ’greateﬁ luftre, ’a‘nd‘ thre'. the
merits of individuals are ’apprqm_ated
{olely by their utility to the publick;

Agriculture muft neceffarily be held in

the higheft eftimation ; {o, iljfaé‘t, it -
- It is the conftant pradice in that-

country, continued to this time, that

on an appointed day every year, n the

beoinning of the ‘fpriﬁng,y‘ t'h'e Emp"eror,;

acigomlpa%ied by twelve of bls Grandees,
Jocs out to cultivate the ground, . a:ndﬁ

%1 ino a plow in his hand, and driving
2SS five kinds of the moft ufeful

it. fows five kinds of the mott uictul
-y > LLvL

wiz. wheat, rice, beans, ‘com-

| { 19)
mon millet, and another {pecies of
millet, called by them Cao-leang. The
twelve Grandees aflift the Emperor in
this labour ; and in all the provinces of
the empire, the Mandarinsdo the fame.
Theprefent Emperor, upon his acceflion
to the throne, performed this ceremony
with great folemnity, accompanied by
the princes of the blood ;- and nine pre-
{idents of the fupreme courts of juftice.

- This high eftimation of Agriculture
is derived from the fame origin, that
gives us Spaniards reafon to honour
this art;. that is, upon account of one
of their ancient Emperors, called Chin-
Nong, havingbeen the firft who taught
them tillage: it was propagated and
increafed by their having had two fuc-
ceflive Monarchs, both of them, ac-
tually taken from the plow; to fway.
the imperial fceptre. The hiftory of
the firft of thefe is too remarkable to
be omitted, as his cle@ion manifefts, in’
a high light, the zeal of the Emperor,.

R Cz2  who
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who chofe him, for the publick goo,d;‘,
the candour and difinterefted mod‘er.a-
~ tion of a prime miniffcer, and the, .mlr;
tue and great capacity of a ruf’ilc -
Though my kind'readers: ~may loo 4
upon this relation, as a (.hgrefﬁon, ye
1 flatter myfelf, they x'zvﬂl pardon it
for the moral it contains: let the fe-
verer criticks cavil as they may, I.‘ﬂjall»;
not, on their account, waveany oppor=
tunity to promote virtu¢ in my wrlt-

ings, by fetting before them fuch great

S thall T be, if the
examples.  Happy thall though the

1 ’ e of them ‘
yirtuous approve of , | ’
criticks thould condemn them.  That

‘part of the narration which is dotted |

+th commas in. the margin, Wlll-be
?(j)lligd'diﬁingﬁiﬂled in t,he fame man-
nerin father Duhalde’s hiftory 9f C/mm,
yol: it. p. 08. which fhews it to be
literally copied from the Chingfe books\,

| Yao0, anEmperbr moft highly‘? ce-

” the Chinefe, not fo
brated amongft the Ghinefe, not i
ﬁ:ghéonac‘t:ount_ of the length of his

| reign,

(21 ) |
reign, as for his wifdom, prudence, and
zeal, and for his having eftablifhed the
various courts of juftice, which fubfift
at this day, being defirous, towards
the end of his long reign, to eafe him-
{elf of the weighty load of government;

conferred with his principal minifters,
upon the {fubje@ of the ele@ion of a
fucceflor.  They propofed to him " his
eldeft {fon, as the fitteft perfon. But
the emperor, who did not approve of
his genius nor difpofition, and being
determined to place upon the throne,
the perfon fitteft for the government,
without any refpeé to confanguinity,
broke up the conference without com-

~ing to any determination, and after
- having meditated for fome time, upon

fo arduous a bufinefs, he fixed his eyes
on one of his moft faithful minifters,

-and calling him to a private conference,

he faid to him, “ You are prudent,
““ virtuous, and of much experience,
“ therefore I think, you will worthily

<6l the poft I am in, and which T
“ “ deﬂi’ne for you. Great fir, anfwer-

i C 3 « ed
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< ed the minifler, I know myfelf to
< be entirely unworthy of fo great an
¢¢ honour, neither do I profefs the qua-~
< lifications neceffary for {o high a fta~
¢ tion, and one {o difficult to execute

¢ in all its parts: but fince your Ma-

c jefly {eeks a perfon worthy to be

¢ your fucceflor, and capable to pre-
¢ ferve the peace, juftice, and ‘good
<« order you have eftablithed in your

~«¢ dominions, I will tell you fincerely,
< that, amongft all your {ubjeds, I
< know not any one more capable, than
¢ a certain young hufbandman, who is
< yet a batchelor. He is no lefs the
¢« Jove, than the admiration of all that
« know him, for his virtue, prudence,

€« aﬁd the equanimity of his condu& in

<« folow a fortune; and in the midft
¢ of a family, where he tolerates the
¢ il hamour of a moft unreafonable
s¢ father, and the furious follies of a
¢ weak and rath mother, with a moit
« aftonithing patience.  His brothers

« are quarrelfome, and hot-headed,
: L L& and

- to court,
gave him various employments, and ob-

C(23)

¢ and have a ferocity in their tempers,

- ¢ which nobody hitherto has been able

““ toendure. He alone has had the ad-
¢ drefs, to find, or rather to introduce,
¢ peace into a company of fuch un-
‘ tra&table tempers. It is'my opiniori,
¢ Great fir, that a perfon, who in a.
“ private flation can condu@ himfelf
¢ with fuch prudence, and who join-
¢ ing to the {weetnefs of his temper, a
¢ great dexterity, and ,indefatigablé
¢ application, is the moft capable to

cc | . 1. Lo,
¢ govern your empire; and to maintain

¢ the wifc laws, you have fo happily

“ eftablithed.”

Yao was agreeably affe@ted with the
modefty of his minifter, that rejected
the crown, and with the account he
had given him of the young country-
man ; he ordered him to be fent for
and to refide there. He

{erved his condué and behaviour, for-
fome time. At length, finding him-
. Cs4 - felf
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 felf opprefled by years, he called him,

and faid to him; ¢ Chum, (that was

¢¢ his name) I have proved your fidelity,
¢¢ that I might be certain you would
“ not deceive my hope; and that

¢ you would. govern my people with

« prudence. From henceforth there-
< fore, I delegate to you, all my
¢ power, ufe it more like a father,
¢ than a malfter, and never forget, that

¢ to rule your fubjedts, but to prote&
¢ them, to love them, andaffift them,
“in their neceffities. Govern them

¢« with the equity and juftice, they ex-
_ quity J >, they e

¢ pect from you.” How beautiful a
lecture for all Sovereigns !

- The Emperor Yu, who fucceeded
to Chum, mounted the throne in the
{fame manner, and from the fame {itua-

‘tion. There were at that time great

tra@s of low land drowned by water;
and entirely loft to the publick.  Yu

found .means to drain them, and.fo to

dif pole |

you for Emperor, not only

]
&
0
2
1
2 :

[
i
i
L
L
.
o
i
by
i
i
g
R
3
i
;

I 25 )

~ difpofe the canals, which emptied t_hém~

felves into the fea, that, by means of
their waters, he fertilized a large coun-
try. Moreover, he wrote feveral books
of ufeful inftruions in the art of Agrl—
culture. Thefe merits, joined to other
great talents, incited Chum to ele@him
for his fucceffor. Let what has been
faid, fuffice for the Honour of Agri-
culture. ~ Let us proceed to confider
the advantagesand profit of it,

: S‘E,cv'r. VII g

But where is the ne‘ceﬂity to eVinCé

 the utility of Hufbandry ? Who is igno-

rant of it? Yet were we to judoe by
Lo er Xet were we to judge by
the vifible negle@, we might;gfafeli

fiy, Almoft all the world. I lament

. 1ts neglect in Spain; becaufe the negli-

gence of Spain grieves me, The poe-

~ tick Lamentations with which Lucan

(in his firft book of the civil wars) be-

| wails the uncultivated State of that
part of lialy, where he lived, are lite-

ral] y
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r'ally"aéplica‘ble at this time to Spain;
where Lucan was born,
SR d '_ zjbd dumis, ﬁ?dZthZ;g ind;ﬁé{a per annos
o Zzg;g%ﬁ, defuntque manus pofcemfégs :arfvzs.} .
And we may fairly join to this lamen-
tation of Lucan, that of ~V1_rg.11,‘ | Whom, |

he emulated, (Georgic, lib. 1) S
o Now wllus aratro _
Dignu 4 nt- }is a lonis,

s bonos, [qualent abdullis arva cowonis,
%ngme rigidum falces conflantur in enfem.

This laft verfe of Virgil excites me

to refleé upon the harmohic}ccontraﬁ, |
between the words. of. this ‘Profane
“writer, and what the holy fpirit deated
to the pen of the prophet Micah.

Virgil reprefents it, as the great infe-

licity of thofe times, that them{hu_
ments of Hufbandry fhould be con-
‘verted to thofe of war, t‘h.at, is, the
fickles for reaping of corn, into fwords., 5
et curve rigidum fa[ces conflantur in

enfern.  Micah celebrates, as a cir-

cumftance of great felicity under the

pacifick government of the Law of

: Greece,

(27) |

Greece, that theinftrumentsof war were
converted into thofe of Hufbandry;
that is, the fwords, into Plow-fhares
and the points of {pears, into {pades.
Et concident gladios Jtos in vomeres, et
haftas Juas in /zg"oﬂes. (cap.iv.)
In reality, this is the fa®. The
moft fuccefsful war is a great calamity,
it is of much more confequence to a
Republick, that its plains thould be
crowned with fruitful harvefts, rather
than ornamented with trophies of vic-
tory.  The blood of the enemy is pro-
duive of famine, how much more

- that of the inhabitants? Mars and Ce-

res ever are difcordant Deities. The
Olive, fymbol of Peace, is a moft fruit-

ful tree, and the Laurel, with which

military conquerors are crowned, is a

- barren plant. When {pades are con-
‘verted into fwords, the country is

threatened with ruiny when fwords are
turned into {pades, riches and abun-
dance {pread over the land.  This re- |

x ciprocal |
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 ciprocal transformation of the inftru-
ments of the two arts, ‘o.f Peace, ;and
War, is akind of figure rhetorick ;

whofe proper fignification denotes the -

tranfimutation of the {ervices, in the
"operati(’)n‘s of one, and the other. Woe
to thofe countries, where theHufband—
mien are dragged from the plow to the
camp. Happy that kingdom, where
the foldiers quit their mufquets to ex-
ercife the fpade.  But what? Are we
never to have wars? T do not fay fo.
They are but too often unavmfiable;
but fure, we may wage war ‘without
prejudicing (or at leaftvery little) Agri-

“culture. The means to do this, will

be laid downinthe following di.fcourfa
At prefent we proceed to manifeft the

‘utility of Hufbandry. B

1 dbfervé,' that ihe-mbﬁ ﬁouriﬁiihg.

nations of antiquity were thofe, wherein

induftrious labour, and Agriculture,
Aourithed the moft. "We have already
mientioned  the great efteem Hufbandry

was,.

| ( 29 )
was in, amongft the Egyptians : ;and
whence, but from this {fource proceeded
the immenfe riches of their Kings, the

prodigious multitudes of their people; -
and the formidable power of that na-
- tion? What hiftorians relate of the opu~

lency of many cities in Sicity, :_efpec":ially
of Syracufe, the magnificence of their

| buildings, their vaft armaments, by fea
‘and land, - would be totally incredible;

were they‘ not attéﬁ‘ed\b'y {o many an-

~ cient authors. 'What funds had Sicily |
for all -this, but the “copious harvefts .

which it reaped from their extraordi~

nary attention to Agriculture 7 In

cffe, we may infer, how great the
application of thofe iflanders was to
that art, when, as we have before
hinted, we confider, that one of its

- moft celebrated Kings thought himfelf
well, and ufefully employed, in writing

a book of rules and inftru&ions, for
the better cultivation of land, ~

- Rome
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* Rome owed her greatnefs to the fame
principles. Numa Pompilius, its fe-

cond King, a man of great under-

ftanding and profound ' politicks, after
~ dividing the Roman tetritories into {e-
perate diftri&s," ordered an exac&t ac-
count to be given him of the condition
they were in, with refpe@ to the ftate
of their culture. He fummoned the

Farmers to appear before him, and

praifed or chided them, according to
their induftry or negle&t. The parti~
cular attention thisPrince had to Agri-
culture, is manifeft, from his invent-

ing a Deity (the god Terminus) to pre~
fide over the Meres, and bounds of
people’s pofleffions.  His worfhip was-

adapted to his funétion; the fruits of
the earth alone were the only facrifices

made to him. Numa in private {miled
at this Deity, the fabrick of his fancy.
But however, this {hews of what 1m-

‘portance he confidered Agriculture to
be, ~when, in order to promote its

bleffings,

: (31)

~ bleffings in his republick, he perfuad-

ed his fubjeds to think, that they were
bound by the duties of :“religioﬁ} “to -at-
tend firi@ly to it.  Ancus Martius, the
fourth King of Rome, and grandfo,nto
Numa, great in war, and - in jpéaée |
andiwho feems to have taken his 'fa:
mous grandfather for- his model in go-
vernment, next to the facred rites of
religion, promoted with the greateft
zeal the artsof Agriculture, We - have
already feen the particular eftimation
tllls.fc_igfhcé was in among the Romans
durin gthe Confular government. ‘While
Rorme perfevered in this '_impbftéﬁtf} at-
tention, the flourithed,  and . became
M1ﬁ.re{_é of the world, but as foon as
Agriculture was neglected,. and that
ambition and a love of arms became

“the ruli,n\g:'pa{ﬁ_on‘ of the State, herim-

mediate decline menaced her total fall.

 The people of Jfae! furnih us with

| another example, very fuitable to our

{ubjeq, The tract of country inhabited
- | by
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5 by the twelve tribes was =V_c-‘:"/r‘y“ﬁna’ll,‘
but 'the inhabitants were numerous,
their military ftrength great, as was ma-
nifeft, from their many glorious expedi-
tions againft fundry warlike nations,
~ and though the powerful hand of ﬁ,th.c
Almighty affifted them with extraordi-

nary favour in vatious occurrences, yet |
all their vi@ories were not {fupported by

‘miracles. We are informed from the
facred hiftory, that commerce did not
flourith among the Hebrews, therefore

we may reafonably fuppofe, theyowed
their power and fuccefles to their appli--

¢ation to "Agriéulture.',  One of the

principal attentions of their legiflator

Mofes (fays our Calmet, Provcxxw)
had been to levelall ranks, and toefta-
blifh an equality of condition amongft

that people. 8o that all, except the

tribe of Levi, were émﬁloyéd 1n '.tillagé ;
by which means, the land being - tho-

“abundance.

As

[
|
|

|
|

roughly cultivatéd; Jp'rgdg':cédj fruits m

;("33;) |

. As the Greek and Roman nations are
- allowed, preferably toall others, to have
beft underftood the maxims ‘and poli-
ticks, moft conducive to aggrandife a
ftate; the opinion and judgment of
thofe two nations, muft have great
weight in the prefent fubje&t.  Ttis
obferved by Janus Cornarus in his pro~
logue to his twenty books of Geopo-
nicks, that Varro and Columella rec- .
kon up about ninety authors that wrote
‘treaties of Agriculture; the greateft
number of which were either Greeks or
Romans.  'This multitude of authors
on the fame fubje&, evidently demon-
ftrate, how much thofe nations looked
upon it to Lea moft intereﬂing and

ufeful fubjec.

Yetat this day, in Rewe, inGreece,

+ and all over Eurgpe, men’s ideas feem
. to differ very widely. More books are

now publithed in one year in Eurgpe,

‘than were fOrmerlyv in acentury, much

15 .



(34)
is wrote uponall fubje@s; upon Agri-
culture alone, very little. I am {enfi-
ble that many of thefe books are well
wrote, and very ufeful, but I cannot
help lamenting, that among fo many
authors, none {hould treat of A}gmcul-
ture; a fubjed, thatis of fuch import-
ance. The complaint of Columella is
| Very applicable here (lib. 1. ad Publ.
Silvin. in preefat.) this refpectable au-
thor exprefies his aftonifhment, thatfor
a1l other arts'and fciences, there fhould
be fo many Mafters, Schools, gnd Aca-
demies, and not one for Agriculture:
Solgres ruftica, que fine a’zzéz'zfzz‘z'me, pro-
xima, et confanguined /czpz'agtmi efty tam
d%‘e;zz‘z’éw egety quan magiftris. And a
little after, Aoricolationis neque doélores,

H6V7

 Sper. VIIL

It may, in the ﬁrﬂ plyace',‘be objeéted
to me, that books would be totally 1.1{'6—,-
lefs in this {cience, becaufe the practifers

of

qui Je profiterentur, nec difcipulos cog-

{( 35)
- of Hufbandry, are men, but little gi-
ven to reading, and for the moft part,
do not even know, how to read. 1
anfwer to that, that it is fufficient for
their utility, that others read them,
who may communicate the inftru&ions
and precepts contained in them, tothe
Farmer; by which he may receive

knowledge and profit.

. In the {fecond kplace, it may be : obm.

 jeéted, that Agriculture is learned by

experience, and ocular infpe&tion of
the practical part, the rules of which
are tranfmitted down from father to
fon. To which I anfwer, that the
miftakesanderrorsin hufbandryare like-
wife tran{mitted in the fame manner to
pofterity.  This is but too true, Agri-

‘culture is no otherwife taught, than as

has been faid; which is the very thing

' thatIblame; this manner ofinftru@ion

being apparently very defe@ive. Far-
mers are not ufually men of much re-

B ﬁeé_’cion Or'obfervati()n ; they copy the

D 2 good
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- good and the bad practice, Afrom their
fathers, and adhere to it; unlefs _i:’h_e.y
are aflifted by fome foreign }ight. T .hls
appears from Vari0u§ maxims, whl_ch
 they obftinately retain ; th9ugh Wlth
the leaft refle@ion even their own dai-
ly exgérience might con’vinc-e’them,
how erroneous they are. For inftance,
that the changes of the moon deter-
mines the ftate of the wind and wea-
ther, the vanity of which, we have in
another place already {poke of.

ﬁé&ﬁég ‘that many books are not requi-
Gite for the knowledge of the precepts
of Agriculture, ong, well written,

e

would be fufficient; provided there
were a number of copies. In Spain
we have at leaft two. One wrote by
Alonfo de Herrera, and one by the
* Prior of the Temple. I anfwer, thei:e
are not enough, firft, becaufe there 1s
"4 vaft deal to be learned, more than

thofe authors teach; as any body may

eafily

In the third place, it may ‘be obf- |

. (37) ,
eafily difcover, who has ever confider-
ed with attention the innumerable oc-
cupations of a diligent hufbandman, -
and compared them with the general
precepts of thofe books. Secondly, a
great part of the inftru@ions contained

"in thofe two books are not applicable

to all foils. Not only every province
requires different rules, but even in
one and the {fame county, it is necef~
fary to vary them, according to the
different qualities, afpe&, and other
circumftances of the ground. I knew
a perfon, who cultivated a very beauti-
ful garden according to the rules of the
Prior of the Temple, and every thing
he fowed, mifcarried : though the fame
garden, before, and fince, produced
abundantly, by a quite oppofite ma-
nagement. ’ |

~ Reafon dire&s, that the care taken
to teach any art, fhould be proportion-
able to its utility, that is, the morene-

- ceffary the art, the greater care fhould

D3 ~ be
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be taken, that many mafters, and thofe
‘good ones, fhould be appointed  to
teach it.  If that is the cale, how ri-
diculous, or rather lamentable isit, that
dancing mafters, mufick mafters, and
finging mafters fhould abound in {uch
numbers, and yet not one matfter to be
found, capable of teaching Agriculture,
in any degree of perfection P Not only,
without the knowledge of thofe arts,
which f{erve merely for amufement, fays
Columella, in the place above cited, but
even, without the pleading art; that
" is, without that methodical ftudy, by
which, men are educated to be judges,
counfellors, attornies and notaries,
there was a time, when mankind was

happy and might ftill for ever be fo;

but without Agriculture, men cannot
“only not be happy, but they cannot {o
much as fubfiftor live.  Vamgue fone
Ludicris artibus, atqueetiam finecaufidicis

olim fatis [elices juere, Sfutureque funt

urbesy at fine agricultoribus nec confifiere

mortales, nec ali poffe manifeftumn ¢fs.

,It

( 39)

It is not long, fince Spain partly
felt the truth of that fentence, arid was
very near fecling it in itsutmoft latitude,
I mean, that, from the negle&t of Agri-
culture, we were very near to our ul-
timate ruin. But a little while ag’d,’
the Spanifb nation faw itfelf in that
miferable fituation of the Jews/b, which

coft Jeremias fo many tears, omnis po-
pulus ejus gemens et qucerens | paﬁeﬂé.

‘And had Heaven retarded but another
Year, mercifully to hear our fupplica-
tions: what would have been the con-
fequence, but a total depopulation?
Half of its inhabitants muft have pe-

rifhed for want, and the other half

muft have deferted their country, to

feek for fuftenance. * But “wmifericordice

Domini, quia non_fumus confumpti.
Sgcr. IX,

~ Here, my moft eminent Mecenas,
if you fhould have fufficient leifure

from your great and inceffant toils, to

D4 caft
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caft an eye on thefe lines, I am
prompted: by the importance of the
{ubjeét to venture to reprefent to your
eminenceg, that, amongft the many
_weighty matters entrufted by our mo-
narch to your care, none is more de-
ferving of your gracious attention, than
VAg:ri@ult'u,I?G;; neither indeed- do. I
know any, that merit the preference;
-unlefs it be thofe of religion and juftice.

‘Thefe two. fecure the bleflings of

‘Heaven; That fecures the fruitful pro-
du@s of the Earth. I cannot better
- reprefent to your eminence, the im-

‘portance of Agriculture, than by avail-

ing m;yifelf: of- a beautiful allufion of

“that illuftrious Englifbman, John of

Salifbury.

This wife prelate compares the body
of the Republick, to that of man;
defcribing its different parts in the
following manner.  Religion, fays he,
is the foul; the fovereign, the head;
the council; the heart; the viceroys,
’ 4 - the

is moft humouroufly applicable. When

(41)
the eyes; the military, the arms; the
minifters, the ftomach and inteftines;
and the labourers, the feet. And he

immediately adds, that the head ought

with particular vigilance to attend to

the laft, as they are liable, and fubje&
‘to many affli¢ting accidents, and as

they fuftain and move the whole body.
Pedibus vero folo inberentibus agricole
coaptantur, quibus capitis providentia

 tanta magis neceflaria eff, quo plura in-

veriunt offendicula, dum in obfegiio cor-

poris in terra gradiuntury eifque juffius
tegumentorum debetur  [fuffragium, qui

totius. corporis erigunt, [uflinent, et pro-

movent, molem (lib. v. Policratici, c. 2.)

He repeats the fame, in anf{wer to the
que{’cion, Qui funt pedes Reipublic; et

de cura  eis impendenda, with the fol-

lowing words : 17 his g’ﬂz’daﬂz agricola-

rum. ratio vertitury qui lterre [empe

inberent, five in [ationalibus, frve in

confitivis, frve in pafcuis, frve in foreis

agitentur. What he afterwards adds,

the
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the Labourets are affli¢ted with mifery
and rags, the Prince or Republick
may be faid to have got the gout, which
is an infirmity of the feet: Afictus
mzm'gue popa[us, qzzarﬁ prz'%cszz's podagram

arguit et ConvICLE. :

~ Moft eminent Lord, Spain is very
gouty. 'The poor feet of this kingdom
fuffer great pain, and are in fo
miferable, weak and affliGted condition,

that they are {carcely able to 'fupport |
T am not fure, if thismala-

the body. , ‘
dy arifes from the fame caufe, which
the above mentioned author has before
cited, who fays, that when the ftomach
" and inteftines of this political body (the
‘Minifters) devour and gorge much ; in-~
numerable, incurableinfirmities are the

confequence,which endanger the health,

and threaten the ruin of the whole
body : innumerabiles, incurabile/que ge-
nerant worbos, uty Vitio eoruri, LOtiUs
corporis ruina immineat. The phyfi-
cians in general agree, that the gout

pro'ceeds ‘

- body
~weak : and at length, the evil attacks

(43)
proceeds from bad digeftion in the fto-
mach ; if this fwallows in too much, it
is plain it cannot digeft perfeély. The
‘mifchief is, that the bad humours,
which refult from imperfeét conco&ion,
fall upon the poor feet, which fuffer
for vices they were no ways neceflary
to. But finally, the malady of the
feet affect the whole body, as, while
they are in afflition, and pain, the
muft needs be motionlefs and

the very bowels, and vital parts; and
brings on the total ruin of the whole.
Uz, witio eorum, totius corporis ruingim-
mminear. | |

SecT. X.

Ou ! Howdifferent is this age from
the paft; unlefs we fay, that Spain is
very different from other countries,
with regard to Agriculture. It is ap-
parent, that Virgil pronounced Farmers

: | ' {o
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to be a happy race of mortals, lib. ii.
Georgic. :

O fortunatos nimium, fua fi bona norint,
Agrzcolas. |

So-did Horace, Epod. Od. i
Beatus ille, qui procul negotiis,

Ut prifca gens mortalium,
" Paterna rura bobus exercet fuis.

Yet, at this time, what people o
wretched as labourers in hufbandry ¢
What calamity are they exempt from?
Other ranks of men are fubje& to but
a {mall part of the inclemency of .the
{eafons: All, except labourers, how
poor {oever they may be, have, at the
Jeaft, a miferable cottage to fhelter
them a greas part of the year: But la~
bourers are for ever expofed to wind
and rain, heat and cold. T confefs
thefc hardfhips are annexed to their
{tation; and tolerable enough, when
their daily labour affords them fufte-
nance ; cloaths to cover them; a ha-
" bitation to fhelter them; and a bed

: to

pitious  deftiny

(45 )

to reft their weary bones. It is true,

I can only {peak tomy ownknowledge
of the condition and ftate of Gellicia,
Afturias, and the mountains of Leos.
In thefe countries, the Labourers {uffer
from hunger and bad lodging. A few
rags cover their fkin, or rather difcover
it, from the many rents and holes in
them. Their cots are equally thabby,
{fo much, that the wind and rain {feem
to be mafters of the wretched houle.
Their food isa little black bread, with
whey, or {fome poor vegetable; but all
{o {canty, that fome of thele poor
creatures {carcely know what it is, to
fill their bellies once in their whole

lives. Add to thefe miferies, an in-

ceflant bodily labour, from fun rifing,

to fun fett. And let any body judge,

whether thefe poor workmen do not
pafs their time, worfe than tholecrimi-
nals, who are punifbed with the gailies.
The celebrated poet laments the unpro-
of the oxen, who
plow the ground, for the profit of

o others,
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others. Sic wos non wobis fertis aratra,
boves. With equal propriety, may we
lament the lot of thofe men, who fol--
low the team; as they {carcely enjoy a
greater {hare of the fruits of the earth
they cultivate, than the cattle they
drive. They fow, they reap, they thrafh,
and after all thefe labours, a new toil
fucceeds, the moft mortifying of all;
which is, to carry home the fruits of
the earth, or the value of them, to the
houfes of the rich Landlord, leavingin
their own hutts, theirwives, and chil-
dren, full of forrow and bathed in
tears, o facie tempeflatum famis.

But 1 lamenf the poor, who work,

and hunger; whereas, I cught with

oreater reafon to bewail the rich, who
catand cram, with the fruits of their
‘What fays our Saviour by the.

labour.
pen of St. Luke? Happy are ihbe poor !

Happy are the bungry! Happy are

thofe that now weep ! And what remains

for the rich and powerful, who abound
' ' n

- things in the next.

“are happy in this mortal life, {hall be

( 47) |
in the good things of this world? No-
thing, but lamentations: Z0e unio

o that are richy Woe unto you that

are fully; Woe wunto you that now
langh, ~ Wherefore are thofe fliled
happy, and thefe wretched? Becaufe

they, that at prefent are poor and mi-

ferable in this world, fhall be propor-
tionably happy, and abounding in all
And thofe who

unhappy in an eternal one. 7= wobis
divitibns, &c. Terrible fentence! How
can the great ones of the world hear it
without trembling? Are all the rich
and great in general thus lamented? Is
their eternal infelicity in general thus

 decreed? The letter of the Evangelift
‘we have cited, cannot be underftood

in any other fenfe.

But, already, Grandees of the world,
when I look another way, I fee a pro-
pitious ray of light approach, for your
comfort. St. Matthew the Evangelift,

= | repre-
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reprefents Chrift our Lord, preaching
at another time on the fame {ubjed,
that is, declaring who fhall bethe happy

in another life, and amongft them he

includes the merciful, Beari miferi-
cordes. Take courage then, allyouthat
are rich, You aré there included. The

poor cannot be merciful, but in fpecu- ;'

lation; it is you that are rich, who,
alone have power to exercife the virtue
of practical mercy. Have courage then,
I fay, once again, for this {entence is
'diré@dy addrefled to the rich.  But let
none  deceive themfelves, it is only
to thofe rich, who are merciful to the
poor. Allthe reft are excluded from ths.
kingdom of Heaven. Let them now
revel, let them now enjoy the good

~ thingsof this world, let them triumph,
command, and abound in riches. But

alas! all this will but makethem eter-

nally unhappy. Zewvodis divitibus, guia

habetis confolationen veflram. That fa-

ther of all mercy, and God of all con-

{olation, has comfort for all. To the

rich,
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rich, he gives it them in this Life, to
the poor, in that which is to come.

To this interefting confideration,
which excites a general compalflion for
all the poor in general, may be added
a {pecial one, with refpe& to fuch as
cultivate the earth. Mercy exercifed
onany clafs of poor, promifes eternal
happinefs to the rich. That which is
extended to poor labourers, affures the
temporal happinefs of a nation, Let

 itbeconfidered, thata labourer, whofe

‘wages will not furnith him with {uffi-
cient to nourith, and cloath him rea-
fonably, cannot work not even half
fo‘ well, as one, that is well fed,
and well cloathed ; and that for
many reafons. Firft, becaufe he has,
not only not equal; but very inferior
firength.  Secondly, becaufe the lictle
profit he gets by his work, makes him
labour with defpondence and -defpézir;
The third reafon is, becaufe from being:

‘badlylodg'@*d and worle ‘cloa.thed, they

B con-



( 59) N
tract many _bodily »inﬁmﬁtie’s,i.whu‘;h
oblige them to lole many days ?;_‘. ;f'le
year. We {ee but too much of this,
in our part of the country. ! Itis (glon;m
monly,‘ﬁzid, thatiwoﬂ’;men_are ,_ ea_«-:
thier than thofe, who live more at th;:n;
cafe, but that is only truc, of ~ﬁlCh la-
bourers, who are ftolerably Weu ac~
commodated, thofe, who are mife}ra»
bly poor, are much more ﬁckl}{ ft}a?
thofe, who lead a lefs iaquous life; of
which, I have daily experience.
-~ SecT. XL |
Iris ihereforc of the greatéﬁ -‘impo,'f“
rance, and even abfolutfc}ynfccsﬂary l‘io’
~ have a moft particular attention to the
~ conditicn of this poor honeft race;, t{g}
take every fitting means, t.Q.,ez}criav f
their comforts, and to almlmﬂj t Pe;
{ufferings. But what are thefe means - :
cannot be expected, that I ﬁ}pu}d be abl;
- to fpecify"them, nor the Innumeraoie

maxims, that might conduce to evince

he utility of Agriculture inSpaim. 1
tge u!.ﬂ Y 2 e have
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have not the neceflary knowledge for
fo extenfive an obje@, and if I had, I
could not find room to’ communicate
it; itis a fubje&, which to treat wor-
thily, would require many volumes,
The only {cheme, that promifes to be
effeCtual, feems to be the eltablithing
a Society, or Board, in the Capital,
compofed of fome intelligent, qualified
Hufbandmen, from all the provinces of
Spainy two or three frofﬁ*?each, ac-
cording to its extent. ‘Thefe {hould
have regular meetings, to confer about,
and to determine, what they fhall

“judge to be moft ufeful and convenient,

as well in thofe general confiderations,
as, in thofe more particularly adapted,
and {uited to each province, to each

- diftri&, to each produdion, to each

occurrence, of fearcity or plenty, &,

T'do not mean, that thefe boards
{hould determine the executive part,
"Their office might be confined to confer
upon fuch points, as they might judge
o L2 to
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to be of importance, ar.ld' when they
were agreed in their opinion upon a;}lly
one, they fhould reprefent it to the

~royal council, or to {ome appointe

. minifter, whom the King fhould be
| Pleafed to inveft with power, to carry
‘into execution, what the faid focietyor
board had judged proper and‘uvfeful ;
and in cafe a fingle mimﬁ‘er; {hould be_
thus charged with the executive part, he
might likewife be prefident of the board,
which would be highly proper, as by
this means, he would be ,_acquamte.d
fundamentally with the reafons of their
confultations, and would confequently,
with greater knowledge, and eﬂicacy?
coceed to the execution of them be-
{ides, by his affifting at thefe affemblies,

 hewould havean opportunity to become

quitea mafter of the fubjeé‘t,'whiél‘{w oulodg,_ :
enable him toform his opimonsthh foli-

dity and judgment, on all occurrences.

it S b v prppenperres T R R
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the execution. Itis very natural, that
{ome fhould look upon it, aschimerical,
others as ufelefs, and fome, perhaps as
noxious. Perhaps the firlt would have
reafon, poflibly the fecond likewife ;
nay, it may be the third alfo; but it
is likewife poflible, that none of them
all. My defire is, that this difcourfe
may be the means of having this matter
difcufled, thoughit wereonly foramufe-
ment, and as a {ubjeé of converfation,
amongft people of fenfe and zeal; in
order, that they might confider of the

+ benefits, or inconveniences of this idea,

and of the propereft methods to carry
it into practice.  If upon this fizft con-
fufed and tumultuary examination, it
{hould meet with the approbation of
the majority of the company, I thould
hope, that by their means, it might
reach the attention of {ome of our prin-

| cipal minifters; who, upon being con-

vinced of itsutility, ‘might for that rea-
fon, propofe it to the Monarch.

It
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© 1f feems tome, that even under the
uncertainty of its good or bad effe@s, it
~ought however to be attempted. Be-
caufe the expence of forming fuch a
board is trifling; and in cafe, that ex-
perience (hould demontfirate its inuti-
lity, it would be cafier diffolved than
it was affembled. But {hould it be
found to be really ufeful, the advan-
tages that might be expecied from it,
would be very great, and the eftablith-
ment and continuation of fuch a {ociety,
attended with fo little expence, would

neither be burtvhenfome to King, or

Country.

| In _brder to give a cleafer idea ,of
this board, which I propole, I {thall

here {pecify fome ‘particulars of the

many, which might be examined and
determined at it, which will plainly
- {hew how neceflary fuch a fociety is5
~ compofed, as it would be, of intelligent

‘members, who migﬁt decide and regu-
4 aE A e
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late thofe points I propofe, as well as
various others, which would otfer.

Secr. XIL

Ir s manifeft that of late years the
quantity of ground under Vineyards,
has increafed confiderably, and that the
growth of Bread Corn has diminithed.
In thofe countries where great quanti-
ties of corn ufed to grow, there now is
much wine, and very little corn. But
it is likewile manifeft, that the Publick
is evidently injured by this alteration.

- The fcarcity of wine occafions little or

n6 mifchief toakingdom ; that of bread

~ may ruin it, or unpeople it. I will
{uppofe the cafe, that the Vintage all

over Spain {hould be very bad, becaule

~in fome places, the hail, in others, a

blight had damaged the vines, and only

~here and there a »Vinéyard had efcaped.
What would be the confequence? Wine

would be dear, the poor would drink

‘none, people of middling fortunes

E4  would
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woulddrink lefs, nobody themore would
die upon this account, provided.‘they
were in other refpects well nourithed,
and though it is not impoffible that a
few might ficken and die for want of
wine, yet there is no doubt, but many
more would have got ficknefs, and have
- died, from drinking it to great egce.i's',
if it had been plenty. So that with

refpe&t to bodily health, we thould

certainly have been no lofers, and with
regard to our {piritual health great
gainers, indeed! What drunken bout§,
what riots, what quarrels, what‘l}oml—_
cides, would be faved by a fearcity of
wine ! | -

* Butwhen bread is fcarce, good God.!‘ \
how melancholy a fcene! How horri-

ble a theatre of woe is a nation! No-
thing isheard, but lamentations, fighs,
and groans. Lhe villages are deferted,
and the towns and cities are peopled by
{keletons. Hunger is followed by fick-

nefs

(s |
nefs, and ficknefs by death; and how
many deaths? R

Plurima perque vias flernuntur inertia paffime
Co.rpo.m, perque domos, et relligiofa Deorum
Limina.

This paflage of the poet is but too li-

teral, as I myfelf have witnefled the
dire effeéts of famine, in this city of
Oviedo, when the whole principality
fuffered in the year 1710. Swarms of
poor fell down dead, in the roads, in
the ftreets, in the porches of the houfes,
in the churches; infomuch, that the
church yards not fufficing for their in-
terment, many were obliged to be

buried in the fields.

Who, that confiders the above, but
muft be convinced of the expedience
of putting more land under corn, and
lefs under vines? But in order to ac-
complith this, two things are effen-
tially necefifary: Much knowledge for
the proper regulation of the method;
and the authority of the prince, for the

‘ ¢xecution.
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“With refpec to the intel-
ligent part, the concurrence of many
knowing heads will be abfolutely re-
quifite ; as 1o one man can poflibly

poflefs all the lights, neceflary in this

matter. 'Thenature of the {oils, that
are under vines, muftneeds be known,

in order to - determing, which parcels

of land fhould be appropri »
In general, it might be decided, that
fuch grb,unds, which produce but ]1tf:Ie
or no wine, and that but of inferior

quality, might be deftined either to
Wheat, Rye, or Barley, or fome other

eatable product. This latitude would
be neceflary, becaule poflibly fome of
thefe {oils might not {uit Wheat, a.nd
yet might be kindly to the production
of Rye, India Corn, Rice, Beans, Len-

tils, or other Pulfes, &e.

S ﬁ crt. XIIL

To épprbpriate every {oil tothe pro-

" du&ion that would beft fuit it would

be 2 moft valuable regulation. ~ There-
| ~ - fore

ated tocorn.
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fore the examination of this one article
alone, would be of the greateft impor-
tance; as Virgil moft wifely remarks
(lib. i. Georg.) -~

Ventos, et varium cali preedifcere morem
Cura Jit, ac patrios cultufgue, babitufgue locorum
Et quid queeque ferat regio, et quid quceque recufat.

N .

\ Hic fegeres, illic veniunt felicius uve:

Arborei freius alibi, atqueinjuffa virefcunt
Gramina, &c. - -

There is no doubt, but Spainwould
be rouch more fruitful, and the fruits
of better quality, if the afpe@t and na~
ture of the different {oils were better
confidered, and each one fowed or
planted with the fpecies, that might
beft {uit ity as that republick would be
beft {erved in all its offices, whereeach
fervant of the publick, was employed
in the ftation, the moft conformable

~ to his natural genius and capacity. But
- it too often happens, thatin the defti-

nations of f{oils, as well as of men,
there is but little confideration had in

the
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choice and preference.  Who but fees
that with regard to the confideration of

foils, . itis a matter moft worthy of the

greateft attention? And who is igno-
rant that this examination cannot be
committed to the judgment of any one
man, let hisexperience or underftand-
ing beever fo great? Therefore it is be-
yond all doubt, that this matter can-
hot be determined but by a fociety, or
by a board of Agriculture, {fuch as we
have propofed. |

SecT. XIV.

 Prruars there is no civilized coun-
" trv in the world, that receives fo little
benefit from the waters of its rivers, as
Spain. In general, they run uncon-
‘trouled in their natural channels,
whereas, by proper diredion, in par-
" ticular places, they might be rendered
immenfely profitable to the publick.
The kingdom of Egypr fo fruitful of
corn, would not bear a fingle blade, if
the water of the /Vile were not con-

| du&ted
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“duéted by innumerable canals, to fer-

tilize the lands; fuch canals would not
only contribute to fertility, but be of
great ufe to prevent inundations, a
moft important benefit! In fome coun-
tries the abundance, in others, the
{carcity of water is hurtful; both of
thefe injuries might be remedied by

~one, and the fame prudent manage-

ment. :

 Ttis true, works of this kind are

coftly, and require heads and purfes to

condu& them, that private people,
much lefs farmers, cannot pretend to.

The farmers could enly give informa-
| tion of what parts of the country want

water, and of the moft contiguous
rivers. How capable thofe waters might
be, to be conducted for the benefit of
the country; thofe fkilled in geometry,
and hydroftaticks, could alone pro-

perly judge of.  And finally, the ex-

pence and coft muft be born either by
thePrince, or by the Publick, refpectively
kiiabidaechineiutis g
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to the territor 7mt<3ndc,a to be benefited.
All this might be brought about by
'apphcat@ng and zeal for the pubhck

Good |

S L CT. XV.
- Ir fii)pears to me, that the tranf
| mlgratlon of Labourers, from one pro-
vince to another, in fearch of 1abour,

and harveft work, is a matter, that
wants fome reformation. Many thou-

fand Galicians go forth annually, to

cultivate the Vineyards, and get in the
harveﬁ of {undry provinces in Spczzfz.
Tt i 1s but Juﬁ that every one fhould
work in his native coun.try, either the
Gzz!/zczzms who go into Caflille, NVa-
varre and Andalufia, have work to em-

loy them at home; or they have not.
If the firft, let them labour at home,

and not lofe their time in’ Wandermg

like vagabonds to other countries; if

the fecond, let there be a regular mif-

fion of fuch of the poor of Galivia, as
are more than fuficient for their home
‘ cuitw&-

L g i e B

jected,
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cultivation; and let there be fome co-
Jonies of thefe planted in various" parts
of § Spain, where there may be great
tracts of - country uncultivated, for
want of hands. This would’ 1eﬁ'en the
number of robbers, which infeft the
mountainous and defart countrics. The
town of Mudarra, fituated between
Rio-Seco, and Palladolid is an example
of the double utility
This town having been founded by ac-
cident, at the feet of the mountains of

Tomfos, by a very {mall numbex of Ga-

lGcians,

In the firft place, 1 fee it will be ob-
that in fome countries, there
are not {ufficient inhabitants to culti-

vate the land, and for that feafon, they

are under an abfolus.e neceflity to brmcr
in Foreigners. En the fecond place,

f&hat though there are {ufhcient hands

in the country, yet the Galicians work

- cheaper, and every body is at liber 'i:y to

get their work done at the moft: ‘feafon-

a_,ble rate, - - | - To

of fuch colonies.
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T othe firft I anjfwer, that the Prince, |

ufing the high authority which he juft-
ly exercifes, when the publick good
requires it, may prevent this inconve-
nience, by limiting theextent of farms,
that nobody may hold more land, than
he or his labourers can cultivate, and
for what fhall be over and above of

‘each territory, let poor labourers, who
cannot find work at home, be called .

in.  This divifion of farms may be fo
equitably made, that the natives may
rather find their account 'in it. For
as in no one part of the country, the
lands are every where equally fruitful,
~ the natives may chufe the moft fruitful
fpots, leaving the others to the new-
comers, by which means, the firft will
- gain without greater labour better crops.
This is not meerly a Platonick idea, as
~ we know that the Romans, a people of
confummate prudence in all parts of

their government, took care to confine

the pofleflions of particulars, in order

i

N X T R
to obviate the damage, which might

yefult, for want of {ufficient culture:

So, fays Columella (lib. i. cap. 3.) that
it was criminal for a fenator, to pofiefs
more than twenty acres of Land, each
being regulated by the quantity a pair
of oxen could plow in a day. It is
true, that this regulation, in the days of
the author, fuffered fome relaxation
for in another part, he laments, what
we in Spain, at this inflant, have reafon
to complain of; that is, that many
proprietors occupied fuch large tracts of
land, that they could not ride round
them, and confequently muft lie un-
cultivated,  Prepotentizan qui poffident
[fines gemtiuin, quos mec circumive equis

quidemvalent, fed proculcandos pecudibus,

et vaflandes, ac populandos feris derelin-

guunt. Pliny fays, that the wide ex-
tended Farms were the Truin of lzaly,
Verumgue confitentibus lavifundia  perdi-

~ dere Traliam. With greater reafon, we

may affirm the fame of Spain.

= To
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To the fecond; I fay the remedy
is eafy; the Juftices in every. divifion
may fettle the price of day labour, and
oblige the peafants to work. Hence it
may happen, that they will do lefs
work, than they are really ‘able to do,
but there will be no great difficulty to
watch the idlers, and to punith them,
either by dedudting from their wages,
or by fome other penalty.

Sger. XVI

It may occafion fome wonder, what

Sidonius Apolinaris, enumerating in his
panegyrick to Majorianus, the {everal
kinds, in which every nation particu-
larly abounded, and with which they

{upplied the Emperor, who was the

objet of his panegyrick ; {ays of Spain,

that it furnifhed fhips :
Sardinia argentum, naves Hifpania &cﬁ;ffq

“This being the cafe, our Peninfula con=
{equenﬂy ‘muft have produced gm?at
4 | o quantity

| - (67) |
quantity of timber to build them. At

- prefent it is very {carce. It is manifeft

it cannot be the fault of the foil, be-
caufe, that is the fame now, as then;
the fault muft be afcribed to the prefent
inhabitants; who are not {o fond of
planting, as they were in old times.

- But the propenfity of the inhabitants
to planting is not fufficient, if the mi-
niftry does not dire& that difpoﬁt‘ion 5
and, in order that the miniftry thould
dire@ it, it is neceffary that fome rules
and laws, founded on mature examina-

tion, and on the deliberations of the
- Board, fhould be eftablithed. This
| Board thould inform itfelf exadly, not
~only of the foils proper for the produc-
“tion of fuch and fuch kind of trees,

but likewile of the fituation withrefpeét
to the facility of carriage of the timber,
to the places where it would be moft
wanted. For to what purpofe would

| g: l.)e,._,tol hgve good timber, for fhip
building, oh a mountain very remote

from the fea, or from a navigable river ?
F 2 Upon
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- Upon fach informations of intelligent
people, inftructions and proper rules
relative to this branch of Agriculture
{hould be formed, and they {hould be
“printed and diftributed in' thofe parts
of the country, where they are p}‘opofed..
to be put in practice; that is, they
{hould comprehend and indicate all the
circumftances, conducive to the right
raifing of thofe plants, and to their de-
' fence and fecurity from bad weather,
&Pc. Finally, the country people ar}d
inhabitants of thefe {oils, {hould be laid

“under certain obligations to plant, by |
ordonnances, dictated by prudenceanci a5

equity, fo as that their labour and trou-
~ ble upon this account, ﬂiou}d be {uth-
ciently recompenfed by fitting ~ encou-
ragements, or at lealt by fome exemp-
tions from other duties. | |

Segcr. XVIL

1AM of opinion that there ar:ef many
erroncous practicesin Agriculture. Some

in |}

| ( 69) |

in one country, {ome in others, which
it would be expedient to amend. One
I cannot omit mentioning, as itis very
general and hurttul in Spasn; that is,
plowing with Mules. Alonfo Herrera
has touched this point in his treatife, in-
titled FE/ Defpertador, Dial. the 2d,
where he proves evidently that the ufe
of thefe beafts in Agriculture, ought to
be condemned, for three reafons. The
firft, that they are valftly more coftly
than Oxen. The fecond, that theground

is never fo well plowed by Mules, neither
does it yield fo good a crop. = The third,

that thefeanimalsare of much lefs profit,

. than thofe of the Ox kind,

As to the firft reafon, its truth s
amply demonftrated in the exa& and

long calculation the aforefaid Herrera

makes of the coft of one and the other,
both in the firft price, and in the {fubfe-

quent keeping. Theexcefs in the coft of

the food for Mules, is prodigious, with-

out reckoning the fhoeing; to this may
e ~ F 3 " be
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be added the confideration, that an ox
after having {erved in the cart and plow
what with its fleth and hide, furnifhes
very near the money that another will

- coft: Whereas the mule, when paft
- its labour, is only food for crows and
kites. Add to all this, that the mule
is an animal fubje& to many more in-
firmities than an ox, which full aug-
ments the coft, and diminifhes ‘the
uality. B RN

- The fecond reafon is founded upon

folid and {oand experience and philofo-
phy. I fules being inferior in ftrength

to oxen, cannot plow the ground {o
deep. A pair of oxen will draw the
plot, though the {hare fhould enter
“half ayard into the foil, which a pair
" of mules cannot do, if it goes but
twelves inches deep. From the firft,
“three n.c‘)tafbie‘advangcsfarifé, the - firft
“and principal of which is, that as the
ox-plow removes and turns over a great
‘quantity of foil, all that'mold is pene-
o ' R ~ trated
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trated by the wet, when oreat rains
happen to fall, by this means, it retains -
humidity, f{ufficient for a long time 3
{o that if a very dry {eafon {hould fol-
low, the plants will be enabled to en-
dure it, by the affiftance of the moifture
remaining in the earth. The {fecond is,
that the plants imbibe the {ubftance of
al‘argﬁr’, quantity of mold, by which
means, the grain proves fuller and
heavier. Herrera fays, that he is con-

“vinced by experiment, thata bufhel of

wheat produced on land that has been

plowed by oxen, weighs ten pounds

more, than another buthel of wheat,
that has grown on land, tilled by mules.
The third‘ advantage is, that as ‘th'e
grain‘at lowing, is ~deeper and  better
covered with earth, the birds cannot
eafily get at it, to devour it, as they do,
when it lies 'upon, or near the furface,

 The third reafon is founded on the
profits, which arife from milk, for the
nourithment of the labourers, which
S  F g4 - s
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is more plentiful, when black (;attle are
made ufe of in hufbandry, gnd from
‘the benefits of their dung: infomuch
that if this {pecies of ftock were not
uled either in cart or plow, yet, W&
might, even in that cafe, reckon the
v?roﬁts of them greater than the expence,

E rtunely here recolle& that in the
| ;goi:fy of they Royalacademy of {ciences
for the year 1720, where Mr. De Fon-
tenelle {peaks of two inftruments for
plbwing," to be worked by no other

force, but that of the wind alone, m-

vented, one by Mr. G‘Uetandthe other

by Mr. Laffife, he difapp?ovcs. in ge-
neral the ufe of fuch machines, f:or this
reafon, that it is never e:;pedleng to
gchthe_ peafants any excuie for 1‘110‘:.
breeding and rearing as many ;cattfleﬁ
as they pOﬁib‘ly cany .Whlch being 1o,
a1l thofe kinds of machines are no faving
or gain‘;to them, This re:ie;éhqn of
the wife Fontenelle, neceﬁarlly Aup-

- poles, ¢hat breedingand rearing of cattle

l»)

is more proﬁt&blg than coftly; even

though

(73)
though they werenot ufed either for cart
or plow. The cafe is quite the contrary
in the ufe of mules, whichare of no other
profit, but folely for draught, and that
profit is dearly paid for, by the great

b@ﬁ of their keeping.

When we thoroughly confider the
weight of thefe reafons, we fhall not
think Alonfo Herrera extravagant in his
decifion in the place quoted, I fay
¢¢ therefore, that the caufe of the ruin
¢ of Spain has been and is owing to the
¢ negle&t of plowing, fowing, carting,
¢« &°c. with ‘oxen, and to the having

- ¢ introduced the ufe of mulesin their
¢ ftead, the expences. of which, are

“ great, their labour bad, peftilential,
¢¢ ufelefs, and very pernicious ; and that
¢ of black cattle, good, wholelome,
¢ ufeful and marvellous, &c..

* The force of theabove alledged rea-
fons is confirmed by the authority of all |
the ancients, Itis certain that plowing
| | | with
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with mules was unknown to all anti-
quity. No account of it 1s found either
in facred or prophane hiftory.. We have
no motive to think the ancients were
in an error, efpecially when we fee the
practice of all, or moft nations juftify
that of the antients.

- Tt will be objeted to me in the firft
place in favour of mules, that “they
plow a greater quantity of ground - in
lefs time, being more adtive and nimble
than oxen. I'anfwer to the furft, that
if they do plow more, they donot plow
it fowell. Therefore the ground plowed

by mules does not yield fo good crops;

as when plowed by oxen. To this may
be added, that the crop may be ex-
peed to ‘be better, when oxen are
ufed, becaufe as they plow deeper, a

oreater quantity of rain has been im-

bibed to {uccour the piams in long
droughts. 1 anfwer to the {econd,

that with refpeé’c‘ to the greater difpatch

mules make in the plow, nobody is in-
. | terefed
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terefted but  the lazy plowmeﬁ, who
chufe to finith in one day, what would
take two, or three, to do, as it ought
to be done; in order 'tEléitVthey may
take their pleafure in the remainder.
Is there not fufﬁciénttizﬁe to plow with

‘oxen, as much ground, as ought to be

fowed? Wherefore then {hould the
publick lofe the more abundant crop,
which is evidently got by plowing with
them? He that has many acres to plow,
yokes more beafts, and puts more la-
bourers to the work, and at ‘the end
of the year, he reaps three, nay five
times, the profit. o

" Tn the fecond place, it will be ob-

- jeéed to me, that black cattle cannot.

be kept in all places for want of fuffi-
cient pafture. I anfwer, that though
there is not, yet, that may be procured.

In old times, all over Spain, they made

ufe of oxen in their plows, therefore
there muft confequently have been pa-
fture for them. Why fhould there not
o S be
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 be the fame now ! There is but too

much land uncultivated in the two

Caftilles, that might be put to this ufe,
and it thould always be 1'ememb¢r‘ed,‘
chat the ox eats of every thing, ftraw,
leaves of ,treais,&%@ ¢. But are not nume-
cous herds of cattle bred in the two
Caftilles, about Benavente, ‘Sa[aﬁzmz;.a,
Aovila, Talovera, Toledo,  Placencia,
- Elarama, &c. “Would it not be better
to breed and rear them up for labour,

than to maffacre them as they do in the

market placesin their bull fights, fome-
times to the lofs of men and horfes
likewife? ,

. Alonfo Herrera in his calculation,
alfo avers, that for carriage, and’dmught:y
of all forts, the ufe of oxen 18 much
| \Cheaper,‘ than that of mules, either for
cart or waggon. Cheaper, becaufe the
 beaft itfelf, as well asits food, cofts 1§fs‘
More advantageous, becaufethe publick

is much interefted in the plentyof black

cattle, both when they are alive, and
after they are dead, SEcT,

( 77 )

 Secr. XVIII.

FinanLy, I fhall obferve another
error, which is very common, relatin
‘to the ufe of oxen, both in the cartand
plow; which is, the yoking them by
the horns. It is very fure, that when
they are yoked by the neck and breaft,
asin {fome parts of Galicia is pradifed,
they have more flrength, and fatigue
themfelves lefs; the confequence of
which is, that they do more {ervice and

live longer.

Srcr. XIX.

Tuus, many fuch topicks of fignal
ufe in Agriculture may be propofed at

‘the board; and many errors redified.
‘I am of opinion that among the few

hints I have mentioned, there is {carce

“any one, whofe utility, fingly, indepen-
~ dent of the concurrence of the reft,
‘would not greatly anfwer the expence
“of fuch a fociety, which would certainly

corre&t
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corret all my miftakes, and propc')fé
many other means, for the encourage-
‘ment of Fufbandry- Nobody candeny; -
but thatthe intention and eftablifhment
~ of this fociety, in cafe fuchaone fhould
be formed, is more comprehenﬁ'\‘fe of
many
. formed, for the r(—:gulationofdmlers in
cattle. | | ~ |

gpcrT. XX
Having finithed this difcourfe, I
ave received advice from Madrid, that
by order of his majefty (God preferve
~him) they are working with great dili-
gence at 2 canal from the river Xarama
with an intent to watera matter of ele-
ven leagues of country, which will be
of great ule to che wheat and barley
crops in that diftriét.
me the greateft pleafuré, to think, that
the zeal of our monarch, and of the
minifters, who have had a fhare in this
“idea, or ‘0 the execution of fo impor -~
. tant

advantages, than that already

Thisnews gives
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tant a work, he icipat

ot & work; has anticipated the publi-
cation of the hint, I gave about this

- matter, in the 14th fection of the pre- |

{x ' fe.
g;lti r:iri.fcsze. ; God grant that thefe
ginnings may be followed by a ha

Progrefs in every thing relative topﬂply |
improvement of Agriculture. The f y
licity Vf]hlch will accrue to the Pri .
and Minifters, from this attention‘:um'e
more to be envied, than the happi;le}z

‘ - . ‘E -
z_vhzch they will procure to the nation
tor while thofe at the helm of govem,

gegf are watchful to fecure temporal |
eflings to the fubje@, they acqui
thofe that ar themnfeloe

| are eternal for themfelves.






