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CONSIDERATIONS

‘ON THE

.Amemmn Trade.

T havmg been thought ad-

% vifable, as well for his Ma-

Jeﬂy s more immediate Ser-

D vice, as for the Benefit of -
@ his Trading Subjeds, to en-
ARYAETEA deavour fome more effeCtual
Means of fecuring and encouraging the Bri--
tifh Trade to America ; and for the Encou-
ragement of Seamen to enter into his Ma- -
jefty’s Service, a Bill was brought into the
Houfe for thofc Purpofes, and from the na-
tural
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tural good Tendency of it, I believe there E%
was very few Members of that Honourable |
Houfe, and, I may fay, not a Man out of ;
the Houfe, that is any ways converfant in the
<merican Trade,a Well-wither to his Country, |
‘and divefted of felfith and finifter Views'and = |
Principles, but what was defirous the fid Bl
fhould pafs intoa Law. But after jt had been
read and committed, I own, I was {urprized
to hear, the South-Sea Company intended to
oppofe it; and could not imagine what might
~ be their Reafon for fuch 2 Condu&, ’till the
Purportof their Petition appear’d in the printed
Votes of §h¢ 1oth of December laft; wherein
They have wifely fet forth what I believe few
People before were apprized of ; that is to fay,
the exorbitant Powers and Privileges granted
them by that hopeful Legacy of the late B
of Ox—d's, their Charter, and faid to be in
purfuance of an A& pafled ‘in the Ninth ch;tr )
of her late Majefty Queen Arine. This natu-
rally led me to confider what -good. Ufehad )
been made of thofe extraordinary ‘Powersy
and I muft declare I have not been able yet
to find any thing that can give me Satisfaction -
in that Point ; but, on the cc,)‘ntra’ry,: I think
1 fhall be able to prove, even ta ‘Demonftra-
tion, that the Powers granted by the faid
I - Charter

(7]
Charter have never yet been ferviceable to
the Nation in general, or to the Company in
pzirticular ; but highly difadvantageous to both;
and therefore not reafonable to be continued ;
at leaft, not in fuch a Manner as to deprive
the reft, and more ufeful Part of his Majefty’s
Subjecs, of thofe Rights, Privileges and En-
couragements, which by the faid Bill (now
depending before the Houfe of Lords) are
wifely and juftly provided for them. In or-
der therefore to determine whether or not it
may be reafonable ftll to continue the Powers
of their Charter in their full Latitude, and
without any Reftriction, ‘it will be proper to
ftate the following Heads, which I fhall do
by way of Query: And, as I am apprehens
five the prefent Dire@ors will not think them-
felves under any Neceflity, or Obligation,
to anfwer them in jforo Confeientie, if at all,
I fhall confider them as well as the Light I
~can have into them will admit, and fay fome-

.; ~thing to each of them f_epafatgly in order as.

they follow.

L WreTHER the Afients Trade, from the
Time the South-Sea Company have had that
Contrad, has been of any real Advantage

o R *either
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ther End than diﬁ:reiﬁng and ruining the Pri-.

jefty under a Neceflity of taking fuch Steps
as He is now engag’d in, for obtaining Redrefs
for his injur’d Subjects, and of putting the Na=
tion to the immenfe Charge they muft una«
voidably beat to fupport His Majefty in fo

x

laudable an Enterprize ?

either to the Nation in genéral, or to the
Company in particular ? . |

- Il WheTHER the Privilege of having
an Annual Ship to carry on a Trade to the Spas
nifb Weft: Indies has been of any Advantage te
the Company in particolar ? - | S | B
' ' 1% AnpD to {peak to the firft Head propofed
whether the Affiento Trade, from the Time the
South-Sea Company have had that Contradt,
has been of any real Advantage either to the
Nation in general, or to the Company in par-
“ticular? Itis vefy notoridus, or if it were not
fo, it may cafily be prov'd, that the Proprie~
tors, -or thofe concern’d in an 4ffents Con~
trac with Spain before the Englifb enjoy’d it, -
“were always confiderable Lofers thereby ; and,
1 believe there is not One in the prefent Di~
retion that will pretend to affert, that the
* South=Sea Company have had any better Suc-
cefs with it ; but, on the contrary, muft allow -
that they have been fevere Sufferers by it,
. And, indeed, how fhould it be otherwife,
fince it is no Secret that they have been yearly
deficient ,{ome} Thoufands in the Nuomber o_f
Negroes which by the Contract they were o-
E -Elig"’d‘ to furnith the Spamiards withal? and
* That, under the Penalty of paying fo much
- oo ] B ‘ pé’f‘

I WasTHER the Private Trade; as it
was formerly carried on from ¥amaica, was
not of infinitely more Advantage to the Nation
in general, than any Trade that has been car<
ried on by the Company ever fince they have
had the Afiento Contract, ~Whi‘ci1,\, together
with the A of Parliament mention’d in their
Petition, they have made fubfervient to no o~

vate T'rade by aﬂ manner of :Means they could
contrive and éxecute? > HEY €

IV. WHETHER by fomé unwarrantable
Proceedings of the Company, of their Agents,
and by Informations that have been given by
their Connivance, if not by their Direétion, the
Spaniards have not been encourag’d and in-
cited to the many Depredatioris and A&s of,
Cruelty they have committed’ on the lawful
tl"raders; and thereby are in'a great meafure,
if not folely, the Occafion of laying His Ma-

* jetty




#er Head to the King of Spuin for as thany as
they thould import lefs than the Number cotr-
tracted for; fo that the very Difficiency muft
eat up mor¢ than the Profit that was produced
by thofe they did furnith them with. Not-

withftanding This, no Private Trader was per=

mitted to fupply their Defeéts in any fhape

- whatfoever ; but, like the Dog in the Manger,

they could neither eat themfelves, nor fuffer
thofe who had an Appetite to indulge it; for
no {voner a Ship was begun to be fitted out
from Y amaica with Slaves for the Spanifb Coaft,
than the Factories upon the Continent had
Information given them of the Defign, by
the South-Sea Company’s Agents; and Ap-
plication being made thereupon to the Sparifh
Governours; either a fufficient Number of
Soldiers were order’d down to the Coaft the
Ship was bound to, or elfe a Guarda-Coflz

~ fent out to cruize after and take them ; either

of which muft be equally fatal to the Con-
cern’ds; and therefore, ever fince the End of

Queen Anne’s War there has not been above

two or three Ships that have been engag’d in
Private Trade; the ill Succefs of thofe having

fufficiently deterr’d others from adventuring
- in the like manner,

Iz

[ ]

- It is a Truth well known, That whilft.

the Spanjfh Coaft was fupply’d with Negroes
from famaica by private Perfons, it was
upon the Whole a very profitable Trade to
the Concern’ds. It may likewife be made
appear beyond Contradiction, that the Num-

ber of Negroes then fupply’d the Spaniards,
amounted annually to three times as many

as ever have been fent them by the ‘Company

. in any one Year fince they have been in
*Poffeffion of the Contraét.  This Deficiency

in the Number of Slaves that might and, in

-1 all probability, ‘would have been fent from our
4 own Colonies to the Coaft of Spain by the
il Private Traders, with the profitable Returns
I - that might have been expeced for them, had
they been permitted to have continued that
{ Trade, is apparently fo much real Lofs to the
Il Nation in general ; and this too without any
| Advantage to the Company; who, tho’ they
|| have not exported above one Third of the
. Number of Negroes that the Private Traders
i would have done, could not even effe&t fo
w much,butat a confiderable Lofs to themfelves ;
~} and cdnfequently muft thereby encreafe the
i general Lofs to the Nation. But we muft
# yet look further before we fhall difcover all
- | the Difadvantages and Inconveniencies that

B2 ﬁ have
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[12] |

have been occafion’d by the Suppreffion of
the Private Trade, and this Contradt taking
place ; for by how much the Strength and
Security of the Ifland of Famaica has been
impair'd thereby, fo much the Nation muft

have been weaken'd ip that Part : For as in
a Natural Body, not one of the Members can
fuffer, without the Head being in fome mea-
{ure effected by it more or lefs; the fame it J
is in the Body Politick, faving that the Efe }
fe& may not be fo foon felt.  And that this |,
has, in a deplorable Manner, been the Cafe, ’;?
I fhall have occafion to fhew hereafter in %
confidering the third Head ; and therefore'T *
{hall not enlarge thereon at prefent, but pro-

ry, iz,

Qc-éd to the Cenfideration of the fﬁCOIldQE_e-; & .

2dly, WHETH ER the Privilegie of haying

an Annual Shlp tQ carry 'Qn a Trade to the g 2

Spanifly Weft-Indies has been of any Advan-
tage to the Company in pasticular ? o

AND hereon, I muft own, very little can |
be faid to Satisfa&ion, without knowing in ‘a
the firft Place what Profits were made on |;
*h;e’Annual'Ship’._s Cargoes after the contingent i
Charges are deducted ; and, in the fecond: |

Place, §

[x3]
Place, the Value of the Seizures t_hat have
been made at different Times by the King
of Spain’s Officers under f{everal Prete.nces‘;,
which, whether well or ill-grounded, 1s not
my Bufinefs to enquire : Tho’,. if I may be
Jllow'd to conjecture from the Cc‘)nduc.ft of
fome who have been formerly in the Direc-
tion of the Company’s Affairs, the clandef-

tine Trade, carried on by them and their

Agents, may have very jutly rouz’d the
;S'pam'ards natural Jealoufy : However, be the

- Motive what it will, the Lofs would be fure

to fall on the Company; and therefore the

" Value of thofe Seizures muft be dedu&ted

from the Net Proceeds of the Cargoes of the
Annual Ships, before it can be really known
whether on the Whole the Company have
been Gainers or Lofers thereby : And when
that is done, it will be well if the Ballance
be not found to turn out to their Prejudice ;
efpecially if it be confidered what very large
Sums the Company had outftanding when
thofe Seizures were made, great Part where-

- of ’tis not now likely théy will ever be

able to recover. But if it remains only a
Doubt whether this Article has been profi-
table or not to the Company ; it’s fufficient
to thew the wide Difproportion between Tha; |
an
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and the certain Profit attending the Trade, as
it ‘was carried on by Private Traders ; which
brings me to the Confideration of the third
Query propofed, vz, |

3dh, WHETHER the Private Trade, as it
was formerly carried on from Jamaica, was
not of infinitely more Advantage to the Na.
tion in general, than any Trade that has heen
carried on by the Company ever fince they
bave had the Afents Contraé?, which, toge-
ther with the A& of Parliament mention’d
in their Petition, they have made {ubfervient
to no other End than di{’creﬁing and ruining
the Private Trade by .ail manner of Means
they could contrive and execute? -

AN Y Pcr'fon who has the leaft Knowledgé
of the Private Trade formerly carried on
from Great-Britain to the- Spanifh Coaft by

way of Famaica, may be able to determine

on which Side of the Queftion to give the
~ Advantage. The Private Trade us'd to take
off of our Hands yearly many hundred thou-
fand Pounds Value, more than was ever
fhipp'd by the South-Sen Company in their
Annual Ships to New Spain, and to a much
greater Profit to thofe . concern’d in them,

The

T
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The Private Traders were in no wife fub}g:?t
to the King of Spain’s Seizures to lef’i'en thieir
Pro'ﬁt”s; their Ships were equipp’d  with
Strength  fufficient to defe:nd. and proté&
themfelves againft any Piratical Attempts

‘whatfoever by Sea ; and they ufually no fooner

lity 6 fipleating their Bu-
had an Opportunity of corfipleating th '
ﬁiefsa aﬂmo};};, than they brought their R?tHII{S
back with them. But fince the Company
have had the fole Liberty of Trade vefted

‘in them, the Private Trader cannot poffibly

meet with any. Profpect of Succefs ; for tho’
ﬁ:tee{;ij)vtﬁg bey p'rep:iéd" to deféq? himf{elf a-
gainfk any Guarda-Cofta that mxght‘ be A.feng_
out againit him ; yet, upon fnformauqn ﬁo‘tfx
the Corhpany’s Agents, ‘t}%e Trade ‘WOLﬂd b;c'
prevented, by having Soldiets planted along
the Coafts, Let any one then confider ,_\fv}}a:t -
Advantéges, what an annual certain Prqﬁ:
the Nation muft have loft for fo many

~ Years paft, by the Obftruction our Priivate

Trade has met with from the | Companyl
How many Thoufands in Great ;‘I?r,z‘z‘aﬂ;
have fuffer'd. thereby, dnd been deprivid o
an induftrious and gainful Subfiftance ! What
a many of the Inhabitants of Jamaica have
been drove from thence, for want of Em-

- ploy; befides the Number of Sailors who

had
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j1ad their Dependance thereon, and are fincé
forced to feek their Bread amongft Foreign«
ers in other Parts of the World! As a Con-
firmation of this melancholy Truth, I W?uld
only inftance the once flourithing Cond’*rt-ion
of Portugal; where, upon Beat of Dru.m,{
they could in half an Hour have rais'd
Three Thoufand able Seamen ; few of tl}em
but what were qualify’d to have been Pilots
to any Part of the Spanifh Coaft, and all of
them fit for any Service that could be propofed

in the iniaIﬁdies : And now it is very much

a Queftion, whether the like Number could
be rais’d throughout the whole Iﬂan.c?.«

If the Company by their | and. their Agents
Informations againft the Private Trade; had
thc_reby benefited and encrea_fed their own ;
and that their own Trade was apparen.tlyi of
equal Advantage to the Nation and themfelves,
that the Private Trade has heretofore been,
there could then be the lefs room for any

Party to complain: But it being exactly the

Reveffé, ‘their own Trade always havjmg been
a lofing one to the Nation, and the Private ex-
c'eedingly beneﬁcigl to it, it'natu;ally .foqus,
that the Powers granted them by their Char-
ter have not been employ’d to any good

Purpofe, but to many mifchievous ones. I

with I may not in fome Parts of the forego-
| | - in

7]
ing Difcourfe have been mifapptehended, in
regard to the Term Private Trade, which I
have fo frequently made ufe of: For it is
not impoffible that fome unwary Readers, who
are no Strangers to the glaring Tranfactions
of fome that are or have been in the Dia

rection of the Company’s Affairs, may mi-

ftake me fo far; as to think me an Advocate
for a Clandeftine T'rade carried on in the Come
pany’s own Ships at their Expence by their
own Servants; therefore I take this Opportu.
nity once for all to explain myfelf; That by
Private Trade I mean fuch a one as us'd to be

formerly carried on by particular Adventurers

in their own Veflels, and at their own Ex-
pence and Rifque; and that if I thould here.
after have Ozcafion to mention the other, I
fhall call it an Illicit, rather than a Clande-
ftine one, becaufe I think that Namie is bet-
ter adapted toit: For what is or has been
tranfacted in the Face of the Sun, tho’ egre-
gloufly illicit, cannot properly be faid to be
clandeftine: And fo far thofe Gentlemen may
with a good deal of Truth affirm, that they
have not traded clandeftinely. Bat here is
another very material ill Confequence to our
Trade from Greas-Britain prefents itfelf in
fo formidable a Shape, that I am afraid it
L ‘ c “will

!
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il bafile both the Strength and Policy of
‘the Company of their Agents to overcome
it ; and ‘That is, that by their having obftruct-
ed our own Trade in the Manner that has
been thewn, - they have now thrown a great
Part of it into the Hands of the Dutch and
FErench, ‘who have convinced us, by fatal
Experience, that they knew how to improve
{uch Tucky Incidents, and do not eafily part
with them again. 'The former now fupply
the Spaniards with the Linnens, &¢. which
they us'd to be furnifh'd with from us: And
tho’ they do it ata very great Expence, as
they are oblig’d to Man their Ships, and be
prepar’d to force a 'Trade, which t}}ey' do
not lie near fo conveniently for carrying on
as we do from 7dnzaica, and are b’eﬁdes un-
der a Neceffity of being a long Timeout from
Curagao, all which muft leffen the Profits,
as it advances the Price of their Commodities ;

they, notwithftanding, find the Sweets of it,:

and vigoroufly purfueit; whilft the Engli/bwho

enjoy fo much more advantageous a Situation

in the Ifland of Famaica, where they can be

advis’d what is wanted on the Continent, can

fit out and fupply any Part of it ina few Days,

and, confequently, at a much lefs Expence,

are forc’d to remainin a State of -I-na‘é’civitiy1
| : ’ an

S i i i
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I think no one that has read

and Decay.
thuas far, will have occafion to enquire what
‘it is that has given thefe Nations fuch an
Advantage over us; becaufe the Reafon is

obvious. They have no Agents to fend In-
formations beforehand of their Defigns, nor
Fadories to make Application againft them.
They can fit out their Ships to any Fart of
the Continent ~without any Danger of the
Spaniards being immediately prepar'd to pre-
vent them; but for the generality make a

Trade before it is known by the Governours

or Officers that they are upon the Coaft.
How widely different from this is it with our
own Private Traders? who, if they were to

“make Preparation for a Trading Voyage to the

Continent, the Spies immediately ring the
Alarum-Bell ; their Scheme is publith’d be-
fore they canarrive upon the Coatt, and the
greateft good Fortune that can then attend
them after their Trade is thus prevented, is
to get back again with their Effects, and pre-
ferve their Liberty. Thus careful and {oli-

citous are the South-Sea Company and their

Agents to diftrefs and ruin the Private Trade:
To what End and Purpofe, perhaps, we may
be able to make fome threwd Conjetures, in
confidering the laft Head proposd, viz.
: - C 2 A‘«Z(/!QZ}’, WHF'-




haye tp be thus violent againft it.
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4thly, WHETHER by fome unwarrantable
Proceedings of the Company, or their Agents
and by Informations that have been given by
their Connivance, if not by. their Direion,
the Spaniards have not been encourag'd and in-

cited to the many Depredations and A&s of

Cruelty they have committed on the lawful
Traders, and thereby are, in a great meafure,

if not folely, the Occafion of laying His Ma-
~ jefty-under a Neceflity of taking fuch Steps

as He is now engag'd in, for obtaining Redrefs
for his injur'd Subjects, and of putting the
Nation to the immenf{e Charge they muit un.

‘avoidably be at to fupport His Mgeﬁy in {o
- laudable an Enterprize, :

It will naturally be expe&ed before I
deduce the Confequence contain’d in this laft
Head of my Argument, that I fhould fay
fomething further to corroborate what has
already been offer’d in regard to the Informa.

'ﬁons and other Means us’'d to diftre(s and

ruin. the Private Trade ;. which I fhall pre-

fently comply with, and, I believe, to a
Degree of Satisfaction to the Publick. But

in the mean time let us fee if we can dif-

cover what Inducement thefe Gentlemen can
Does the
Private

A i et e e e e 5 e
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Private Trade any ways leflen the Company’s
Profits? No. Is it of any Detriment to the
Nation in general ? Far from it; We have
fthewn that it is undeniably advantageous to
it—— Does the.Company fend out a Pen-
ny-worth the more Goods from Great-Bri-
tain by the Private Trade’s being fupprefs’d ?
That can’t be, bécaufe their Quota is limit- -
ed, and they have never failed to go to the Ex-
tent of it.——= Is it with a View of mgratl— |

ating themfelves the more with the Spaniards 2

That will neverdo: For, tho’ it might an-
iwer fuch an End with the hungry Govern-
ours and Officers, who, it’s well known, do
not take Trouble upon themfelves without be-
ing well paid for it; yet it muft have a quite

“contrary Effe&t on the Natives in general |

and rather tend to make them defpis’d than
refpeted.~—— What then can be the Reafon

~ of fuch a Condu& } Why, really, unlefs they

fupprefs the Private Trade, that they may
have the greater Opportunity of carrying on
an Illicit one in the room of it, I can fee no
other, — And this muft bring to every
one’s Mind the extraordinary Tunnage of
their Annual Ships, and the Means that have
been us'd to fupply that Tunnage with Bale
and other Goods on private Accounts, which
was
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- was put aboard at Places convenient for their

- could of it in an illicit manner to them- 0
felves. Nor is it at all impofiible, that 2 Set
~of leading Men in the Direction may be fo far

Purpofe. 'The Affair of the Prince William,
Captain Cleland, and the Afhidavits that were
made by two Men who went the Voyage in
the Ship, muft be ftill recent in every Body’s
Memory : And if they were not, fundry
Tranfactions of a later Date cannot fail to re-
freth them. Can any Body be fo blind, as

not to fee that G-—n0'§ Difcovery of the Pri-

vate Illicit Trade that was carried on from
hence in the Annual Ships, gave him that un-
common Influence which he-had in the Di-
reGtion of the Company’s Affairs? It’s poffi-

‘ble he might think the D-—rs had too great

a Share in that Trade, and therefore would
not be eafy with them ’till he was roundly
let into it himfelf : Certain it is, that no
Man knew their private Concerns better than
he did, nor, I believe, had at laft a greater

¥

fellow-feeling ; and therefore no wonder if
he fhould join his Endeavours to theirs, out

of a pretended Zeal for the Service of the

King of Spasn, whilft he was his Agent, to

they might thereby engrofs as much as they

influenc’d

Aupprefs the Private Trade in Famaica, that @

i the Reafons before alledg’d,
4. no other View, than to engrofs the Whole to -
* themdelves.  But I muft here likewife obferve

[23]

Citfluenc’d by a Spani/b Minifter or Agert

with the tempting Bait of being encourag’d
and tolerated abroad in their Illicit Trade, as
to put them upon Methods of obftructing,
ina great meafure, even the Licit Trade of the
Company itfelf: I fay, fuch a Thing is not
impofiible, nor yet amprobable ; and there-
fore the beft Way to prevent fuch an Evil, and
take away even the Sufpicion of it, would be
to choofe Direors annually, as in other
-Companies . But this muft be {ubmitted to
Thofe in whofe Power alone it is to prefcribe

Bounds to their inordinate Itch of Oppreflion,

and to make fuch Alterations and Reftri¢ti-
ons 1in their original Conititution, as may be
found confiftent with Juftice, in regard to His
Majefty’s other Trading Subjects, and expedi-
ent for the Intereft of the Nation in general,
And left any one fhould doubt whether
or not this Oppofition -to the Private Tra-
ders proceeds from the Directors, or i1s ra-
ther an officious A& of their Agents on-
ly, the latter have declar’d that they have
Inftru@ions from thofe in the Direction,
to prevent all Private Trade: Which, for

that

can be with
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that their Agents do not always make the fns
tereft of the Company the abfolute Standard
of their A&tions : By no means ; for they have
very often private and feparate Views of their
own to fatisfie, which the Company have no-
thing to do with, any further than that their
Authority is made ufe of to cloak their A=
gents Schemes. This, I think, will appear
pretty evident, from a late TranfaGion of
their Agents, who wrote a Letter to Commo=-
dore Deent, defiring and requiring him to ftop
a Veflel that was loaden with Provifions, and
ready to fail for Porto Be/_lo, in order to fup~
ply the Inhabitants of Panama, who were
then reduc’d to great Neceflity by a Fire,
which had almoft deftroy’d that City. The
Commodore knowing that the Company’s In«
tereft was not concern’d in the Matter, and that
the Agents had no other View in what they

pretended, but to engrofs the Profit on thofe

Supplies to themfelves, which they had pro-

- vided for, by making fome very large Pur

chafes for that Purpofe, he generoufly fent
‘Mzr. Dalzell their Letter open, and refus’d to
take any Cognizance of the Matter, which
intirely overfet the Agents Defigns ; it being
at that Time to no purpofe to fend Infor-

- mations to the FaGory on the Coaft, or to

complain

- [45]
tomplain and make Remonftranices to the
Spanify Governour ; becaufe Notice had been
publith’d, That any private Veffels might
have Admittance to bring Provifions at that
critical Conjunctiire; to fupply the prefling
Neceflities of the calamitous Inhabitants;
And in reality, if the Private Trade was a
Detriment to the C’ompany (which I deny;
and have made the contrary appear) then
their own Agents have been, and ftill are,
the greateft Enemies they have ¢ It being a
Notoriety of the firft Magnitude; that they
carry on all the Private Trade they can ; and
one of them; <= M- in an imprudent,
mean, and moft fcandalous Manner; has dif-
cover’d more of it than ever was known be-
fore, by contending for a Share of fome little
trifling: Charge for Wharfage of Goods car- -

tied out by the €Company’s inferiour Officers,

which; it can be made appear; he \h‘ada Paft‘
of for granting them that Liberty; This

" Ms—=2r has further taken upon him to ad-

. minifter an Oath to all the Commanders in
4 the Company’s Service; not to recelve any
2| -Gold, Silver; or other Effecs on board their
i Veffels, unlefs it be confign'd to themfelves :
'\ The particular F orm of this Oath, it being an
‘Original in it’s Kind, the Publick fhall be

D : prcfgnted_
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prefented with in a little Time. By this un-
‘warrantable Proceeding, feveral confiderable
Sums have been prevented being fhipp'd by
‘the native Spamiards, and, inftead of being
fent by the Way of England, where it would
have left Commiffion, Infurance, and other
incidental Perquifites, the Spaniards chofe
rather to fubmit to the TIndulto,  and fend it

~ Home dire&ly to O/d Spain by their. own

Channel.  This is therefore manifeftly fo
much Lofs to the Nation, and is owing to

the Apprehenfions the Spaniards are under,

that Information might be given againft them
by M——r to G——o, the King-of Spain’s
“late Ag——t: Many of the principal Tra-
ders among{t them affirming it was' upon
M .

#’s giving Information of their Names
to. Ge———ii0, that occafion’d {everal of them
being fent Home to Old Spain-in Irons, their -

Effe@s feiz’d and confifcated, and they them- = |
felves banith’d to Ceuta in Barbary. What
Atill adds to the Inhumanity of the AQion is,

that feveral of the Gentlemen . feiz’d, were

-the very Perfons he had himfelf traded with |

in a Ship of Negroes that he went in for that

‘Purpofe to the Sourh Cais or- Coaft, and from
them he procur’d the Names of their Ac- 3
-quaintance, who were Traders in the fame
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Way : All which the Spaniards affirm he
tran{mitted to G—mo. It is certain, there
are f{everal Circumftances that happen’d on
board the Ship at the fame Time to corro-
borate their Affertions; two whereof I fhall

mention : The Firft is, that Capt. Lee, who

~was Commander of the Ship, obferv’d that
]{/L—-—-——r'committed to writing what Informe-
tion he had collected from the trading Spa-
mards that came aboard, and afterwards wrote
a Letter, from. thofe Minutes he had taken;
of two Sheets of Poft Paper, which Capt. Lee
declar’d was addrefs’d to Ge———no. The 0=

ther Circumftance is ftill ftronger againft himg °
and that is, One of the Spamiards on board

faying, among other Things in a jocofe man-
1161:,‘ to another that was with him, 'My‘
Fl'flend, what if the Governour thould make a
Difcovery of our Trade ? ‘Why then, faysthe
other, in Anfwer, T'll move off with what I ‘}
have to my Friend in Famaica : 'Which Ex-
preflions were literally retorted on thofe unfor=

tgnate Gentlemen at theirHearing inO/ Spain,
before they were banith’d to Centa. Such a -

fc'andalous Violation of O/ Englifh Honour,
Fidelity, ‘and Humanity, is fcarce to" be’
parallel’d in Hiftory ; and I am apt to think
that on reading fo vile a Tranfaction, there

D2 hardly
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haudly can be a Perfon fo loft and abandon’d
to all Sence of Virtue, as not to be mov’d

with the utmoft Indignation againft the Actor

of it, After what has been offer’d, what will
it avail M-—r, that he himfelf denies to
have given this'InformatlonP No Body can
expet that he would dire@tly take fuch

a Load of Infamy to himfelf; tho’ he ac--

knowledges, he had a Corref] pondencc with
G————n0. Upon what can any thinking
Perfon imagine, that fuch a Lorlcfpondence.
thould turn, but upon the barbarous Subje

we have been mentioning? Or at leaft that

muft have been his firft Introdultion to
G -119'S Correprndence
in :}’amazm that G-
Ma jefty of Spﬂm has not a Subjett in all hls-
Dominions more {erviceable than M-

A Declaration that refleéts no Honour upon

him, and is what every Fuglifbman ought to.

be atham’d of. It’s not unlikely that this

Correfpondence might afterwards be improv’d,

and that M-

- might have the Manage-

ment of th_e pnvate Concerns in Trade that

rather, a Share in the Management:

o was engaged in; or, I fhould fay

Irzjb Roman Catholick in Famaica (Who had

Letters

It is reported.
no has declar’d his

Forit’s
natural to fuppofe that Dominic Verdon, an .
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%‘f terg jied Managers as are now at-the Head of -
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Letters of Recommendation from Gy
to M——r, and likewife to the Spanifb Go=
vernour and Officer at Garthagene, whither he.
went, to ‘be fure not to carry on an illicit
Trade, but purely to thew the greater Regard
to his Patron’s Recommendations, by deliver~
ing them with his own Hands) had a pretty.
large Part to act therein. On the whole, cer-
tain it is that fome of the Affembly at Ya-
maica were fo fully convinced of M——r's .
Guilt, by feveral Letters in the Hands of

- {ome Gentlemen -there, which they receiv’d:

from the Continent, that it was propos’d to
have had him call’d before them, and to have
voted him an Enemy to his Country ;- which .-
would certainly have been put in Execution, -
‘had it not been out of a tender Regard to the
Perfons who wrote thofe Letters, who, on
their Names being expos'd, would have run:
the Rifque of their Lives and Fértunes, and, -

in all likelihood, have fallen a Sacrifice to
" the Refentment of a treacherous Informer, .

And, after all, would it not be highly un-:
grateful, if this diligent, this boneft, this faizh-
Jul Servant of the Company’s, thould -fail of
being fuitably  countenane’d and encourag’d -
by fuch wif, fuch wupright, and fuch difin-

their
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their Concerns ? But that thofe worthy Gen-
‘tlemen may not lie under the leaft Imputati-
on of fo odious a Neglect, I can affure my
Readers, that they have not been any ways de-
ficient in that Refpect. 1 expect ina very
little ‘Time to be able not only to convince

the World that they deferve the Thanks of

a General Court for this Part of their Con-
du@, but likewife to point out which of
them aught to be more particularly fighaliz'd
for the extraordinary Share of Merit they
may claim on this Account: - All which, out
‘of Juftice to their Deferts, I fhall prefent
the Publick with, as foon as it comes to
hand, tho’ their Modefty f{hould be ever fo
‘much effeted by it, as to make them wifh
me to decline the Tafk. |

I rui1nk I have little now to do, but to

take leave of 'my Readers for the prefent:
For it -would be almoft an Affront to their

Underftandings, to dwell long on fhewing

them the Application that is naturally to be
made from what has been faid: For, if a
certain Advantage to the Nation ought to be
preferr’d to a manifeft Difadvantage, then the

Private Trade, as it was formerly carried on - i

by the Way of

Famaica, is moft affuredly to ~ i

be encourag’d before that carried on by the i

Company :

[3t]

~ Company: And, if the vile CharaGter of

Informers is capable of rendering us odious
and contemptible to the Spaniards, who, of
all Nations under the Sun, as they are the
leaft addicted to it, f{o they the moft abhor
and deteft that infamous Pra&ice in others.
If the moft barbarous Breach of Faith and Hu-
manity that was ever committed by an En-
glifbman can be {uppos’d to have incens’d the
Spaniards againft us, and incited them to re-
venge their banifh’d Countrymen’s Sufferings,
we may then juftly infer, that the Depreda-
tions and Cruelties practis’d by them on all
lawful Traders, have been owing to thofe
Motives: And, when that isallow’d, no one
need be at a lofs where to fix the Source of
the prefent neceflary Meafures His Majefty
and the Nation are engag’d in.
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