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Martis, 15° die Martis 1785.;‘«‘

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, on the Adjuft-
ment of the Commercial Intercourfe between Great
Britain and Ireland. . ‘ ' o

’ 1 : i

T YHE Comrﬁitte,é being informed, That the'Co.mmiﬁionerhs of
the Cuftoms; and alfo, that the Commiffioners of thc_§x-
cife attended, according to.Qrder ; \ R

Bar—
__And they were afked, ‘ : St v
Whether they had fe¢n ‘and confidered the Refolutions of the

Irifh Parliament, of the 12th of February 17852 ' -

 To which the faid Commiffioners anfwered, - - ‘

- That they had only feen them in the News-papers, or cafually;
but not confidered them at all :~—That they meant. that they had
not confidered them officially, or deliberated upon them at all,

_They were then afked, ; " ’
Whether, in a general' View, they confidered the faid Propofi~
tions as likely to affect the Mode of collecting the Revenue ? '

 And then they We‘rAe, direéted to withdraw,

The ‘C_llo;n'_n.ni‘,ﬁ‘iqncrs‘ of the Cuftoms were called in to the

Rﬁ!ved, '\That.the_t; éommiiﬁoners: of the Cuﬁbmé be agaim

called in, and informed, <that the Committee defire. they. will take: |

into
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into their Confideration, the following Queftion, and be ready to.’
deliver their An{wer thereto, and their Obfervations thereupon,
as far as their Information will enable them to do {0, when they
{hall be again ordered to attend this Committee. -
The Queftion is this, - -

Whether they are of Opinion, that the Refolutions of the Irith
Parliament, of the 12th of February laft, are likely, if carried into
Fxecution, to affe@ the Execution of the Laws of Cuftoms, for
the Protection of Trade, or the Revenue under their Manage-
ment, and the Mode of colle@ing the fame, and in what Manner;
taking into their Confideration the Alteration which will or may
be made by the aid Refolutions in the Duties, Bounties, Draw-
backs, and Prohibitions, which now affet the Trade and Manu-
gactures of this Kingdom ? N e . :

" Then the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms were again called in,
and acquainted: with the faid Refolution.- = - = %

Whereupon they informed the Committee, That they would ufe
their beft Endeavours to obey the Commands of ‘the Committee
in the fpeedieft and moft effeGual Manner ; and for that Pur-
pofe they. defired that the Refolution of the Committee might be’
fent,to them, and that ‘they might be‘allow'cd to'return their An-
fwe‘@alfo in "Writing";‘—-that‘ by thefe' Means they would be lefs
liable to Mifconceptions and Miftakes, and - would ‘be enabled ‘to
deliberate upon thefe extenﬁvc»and important Subjelts at their own

Office, where alone they had any Materials to dire& and determine.

their Judgment ;—that this Method was allowed and approved:
by the Committee appointed in the la&',‘/Parliam‘ent’ to enquire into
the illicit Pra@ices ufed in defrauding th‘c';Revenue,)é-‘-rAhd they
alfo defired to be furnithed ‘with an authentic Copy of the Irifh
Refolutions. T T

- Whereupon the Chairman of the Committee informed them,

that a Copy. of the Refolution now read to_t,hem,"and"alfo“g.
printea Copy of the Irifh Refolutions, {hould bgé, fent td‘them.

" And then they were directed to withdraw.

Refolved, That the ‘Com"r/ni{'ﬁoneré of Excife be called in, and

informed, that the Comumittee defire that they will take into
¢heir Confideration the following Queftion, and be ready to de-

liver their Anfwer thereto, and their Obfervations thereupon, as

" far as their Information will enable them to ‘dyoyszo,i When they (hall

be again ordered to attend this Committee.
The
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The Queftion is this,

. W ) « o
; hether they are of Opinion, that the Refolutions of the Irifly

Parli )

intglag;;t;tfofnthe 1?}1, of February laft, are likely, if carried

into, Exceut » to al e&-the Execution of the Lawé’ of Excifk

et the f:e under Fhexr Management, and the Mode of ¢ ?s

lelting the me, al}d in vghat Manner ; taking into fheir C Of -
e Alteration which will or may be made by theo?ailcz

Refolutions i . .
Clons which now et e gbacks, and Prohibi-
Kingdom. . the Trade and Manufactures of this

And i : :
q’uaixxlltc éh& é'izd ?gmmlﬁion‘ers of Excife were called in, and ac-
( : ewith ; and they were informed by the Ch’airman o-f

the .Committee, that a Cops
s - a Copy of the faid Refoluti i
Copy of the Irith Refolutions, fhoulc;i 1be: afi%lgezctmt:) ixllx(eitg p}“mtetﬁ

- And then they were directed to withdraw.

Toreport a Progrefs, ami
afk Leave to {it again.

Mercuri,
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Mercurii, 16° die Martii 1785,
COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Adjuft-
ment of the Commercial Intercourfe between Great Bri-

tain and Ireland.

T HE Committee was moved, That that Part of the Exa-

e mination of Meffieurs Walker and Richardfon, which is

in Page 39 * of the printed Report of the Lords of the Com-

mittee of Council, appointed for the Confideration of all Mat-

ters relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations, upon the Two
ueftions referred to them by His ‘Majefty’s Order in Council

of the 14th of January 1785, might be read;

" And the fame was read-accordingly, and is as follows:

“ Q. You have faid, That if England and Ireland were put
¢ upon equal Terms with refpe& to Duties and Bounties upon
« their Cotton Manufactures, they will naturally fupply them-
< felves with Cotton Goods for their internal Confumption ;
« _do you mean that the Irifh Manufacturer will fupply the
< Irith Market, and the Englith Manufacturer the Englith

© ¢ Market?

“ A. We apprehend the Irith Manufacurer will have the Ad-
‘¢ vantage, and may in Time even fupply the ,Engliﬂm Market.

« Q. If the Cotton ManufaGures of Ireland are made -ﬁ‘xbjeét"‘

¢ to a Duty of Ten and a Half per Cent. on Importation into
¢ Great Britain, do you apprehend the Irith Manufacturer will

“ be able to fupply the Englith Market, to the Detriment of the

¢ Cotton Trade of this Country?
-« A, If the Cotton Trade of this Country was proteCted by
¢ a Duty of Ten and a Half per Cent. upon the Importation of

¢ Cotton Goods from Ireland into this Country, we apprehend it

« would be a fufficient Security to our Trade for the Home
¢« Confumption.” -

* The Page, in this Inftance, and in others where this Report is mentioned, through. -
out thefe MiyuTEs, refers to the Report as printed by Order of the Houfe of Commons.

And
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And the Committee being informed, That Counfel attended
on the Part of the Petition of the Callicoe Manufacturers and
Printers, of the County Palatine of Lancafter, and Counties ad-
acent. : ‘

J The Counfel (Mr. Garrow) was called in ;

And the faid Petition was read ; Setting forth, That the Petition-
ers are exceedingly alarmed at the Refolutions brought before the
Houfe relating to the Commercial Regulations betwixt Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, which, if carried into Effe, they have no Doubt
will, in their Confequences, be greatly injurious to the Commerce
and ManufaGures of this Country ; and that the principal Part of
the Expence in the various Articles of the Cotton and Callicoe
Manufa&ture; together with the Printing, confifts in the Price of
Labour, which is greatly enhanced by the many heavy Taxes
with which this Country is burthened; and the People of Ireland
being, in a great Meafure, free from Taxes, the Price of La-
bour is confequently very low; and that, to carry on the fame
Extent of Bufinefs in this Country as in Ireland, a much greater
Capital will be required, on account of the Difference in the
Price of Labour, and ‘the wery heavy Duties on the Bleaching
and Printing Cotton: Goods™:  From -thefe Confiderations the Pe-
titioners have fufficient Reafon to fear -that this wvalvable Branch
of Manufa&ture, which at prefent is computed to employ up-
wards of Five hundred thoufand. People, will be immediately
very much injured, and the Confumption of this Country will
in Time be wholly fupplied by the Manufactures of Ireland;
and that the Petitioners are apprehenfive that no Duties laid on
the Importation of Irith Manufactures will be a fufficient Secu-
rity to the Britith ManufaGurer, as it is’ well known that high -
Duties continually operate as an Inducement to {muggle: And
therefore praying, That-the Houfe will take the fame into Con-
fideration, and prevent thofe Refolutions from pafling into a
Laws and that they may be heard, by themfelves or Counfel,

- in Support of the Allegations contained in this Petition.

Then the faid Counfél informed the Committee, That being
called upon on afudden to attend this Committee upon the pre-'
fent Occafion, and not being therefore fully inftructed, he defired.
to be allowed to call his ‘Witnefles firft, and make his Obferva-
tions 'en the Evidence after it was given ;—which being per-
mitted to:be done, he called o SR

Mr.
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Mr. ROBERT PEELE.

 Of what Bufinefs are you? .
‘A Callicoe Manufacturer and Printer.

What Number of Perfons do you employ, diftinguithing thole

”employed in the ManufaGure from thofe empk)yed ‘in the
Printing ?

In the Manufacture I employ Six ‘thoufand‘-‘=—'in‘ the Prin‘ting
Eight* hundred. ”

What is the Amount of Excife Duty p
upon the Manufaure ? 4 _

I pay £. 20,000 per Annum.

Whether there arc any Dqtie; paid

aid by ybuﬁr Houfe alone

on the 'Manufa@uzfg of

~*‘Cotton Goods in-Ireland ?

There are none. u . P o
| i ice-of Labour to the Pric
is the Proportion of the Price-of La our :
th;N I{l:vtv lli/lgtl:riafoffcd in the Manufa‘é‘cu;te&carnedf%th?ghyto}; r?e N
" In the Articles of our Manufacture, ot : :
hIrl :?;ecfﬁ%?r?frlllmption, a little more than Half the (C:o{f)’i gglr:-
;itiﬁes gm Labour : " In high priced Good-g' Z—.Sths.qf ’the | ot con:
-fifts in: Labour. . | Lr e o o .
" "What is the common Price of Labour paxd to the Pcrfogs em-
ployed in your Manufaé"cop}{;?d i v ‘
8. per Week per Man. -

Wg?(iz);ug ,Iﬁggplc employed in the Linen =Manufa€cur§i :i‘r_l_Ir'e‘-,‘
‘Ianli‘i i)m ;the' b;:ft Informatién T-have been afb]el’.t’q: get, ‘;;th‘ta Prxce
is from 4. to 5e. per Week.” . o

ou have ftated, that ) , Duty !
An*?osu?:t of L. zo,ooo’ per Annum, is not a confiderable Part of

your Capital employed in the Advance of thofe Duties ? =~

About £, 15 per Cent. of the Caﬁ.‘pital.is cmglbycd for th'f: Du_t:ies_.ji

i ' o1 ired by the Englith Manu-
: the Increafe of Capital requ;‘x'ed byt nglifh u-
Afaégiit ;:1 acecount of Advance of Duties, and the ,.,Dxffcgcx;cg‘ of

ice of Labour in this Country and Irelan
Prjf-e s p:r Cent. on the Goods manufactured,

w what is the common Price of Labour paid to the

you pay to the Excife Duty to the

Whether

Cdng,

[ ;9]

Whether a Perfon who has been employed as a Weaver in the

Cotton Manufattory can weave Linen with equal Facility ?
Equally as well, ‘ - ‘

" Can the Linen Weaver with equal F acility weave Cotton?
Yes, he can. o S :

You have ftated, that Labour in Ireland is confiderably lower
than in England, in what Proportion would that Difference affect
the Goods when manufa@ured ? , o ‘

In commen Articles the Difference would be £.20 per Cent.;
in fine Goods the Difference would be ftll greater.

If the Cotton Trade of this Country was protetted by a Duty
of L.1012 per Cent. impofed on the Importation of Cotton
Goods from Ireland to this Country, do you apprehend that the
Irith Manufature will be able to fupply the Englith Market, to
the Detriment of the Cotton Trade of this Country ?

I certainly think that the Irith ManufaGurer would be able to
fend his Goods into England £.12 or [.13 per Cent. (after
paying the L. 10 ¢ per Cent.) cheaper than the Englith Manu-
facturer, becaufe of the increafed Capital required by the Englith
Manufacturer; as well as the advanced Price of Labour,

- If the Refolutions of the Irith Parliament thould be adopted by
the Legiflature of this Country, do you fuppofe that the Price
of Labour in Ireland will increafe, {0 as to remove the Inequality
which you have ftated to this Committee ? ; ‘ '

I cannot conceive that the Price of Labour in Ireland can be
much increafed, whilft the Taxes in that Country are fo incon-
fiderable, unlefs ‘the Trade to this Country fhould be fo con-
fiderable as very much to. injure. the ManufaGtures of Great

Brita_in;; o

If Ireland has hitherto poffefled  the Advantages you have
ftated, how has it happened that you have exported confiderable
Quantities of Printed Goods to that Kingdom ?

© We are fuperior to the Irith in Printingv;, and as they have
not had an Opportunity of fending Cotton Goods . into this
Country, we printed our own Manufactures for that Trade ;—but
if the Printing fhould continue in this Country, we fhall un-
doubtedly lofe the manufaturing thofe Goods not only for the
Confumption of that Country, but of Great Britain, and the
Manufacture” employs Ninetecn Perfons for One to the Print-
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1£ Trith Printed Goods fhould be permitted to be imported into '
¢his Country, fubjec to Duties, do you apprehend that the Pay-
ment of thofe Duties will be evaded, and the Goods imported

clandeftinely ? :
The heavy Duties paid upon our Manufactures, with the Ad-
would offer fuch

dition of £.10 % per Cent. on the Importation,
an Advantage to the Smuggler, that it is to be feared very great
Quantities would come into this Country, without paying any
Duty, as it would be very difficult to tell whether a Piece of Irith
‘Manufacure had paid the Duty or not, if the Trade was open.

Can you ftate to the Committee any other Objection drawn
from the Detriment which in your Judgment would follow to the
Manufacurers of -this Country, as ‘Reafons againﬁithe,adqptring
the Refolutions of the Irifh Parliament? -

1f the Irifh are allowed to fend ‘their Goods to the Englifh
‘Market, they will not only injure us in our Home Trade, but we
‘have great Reafon to fear that they will draw fo much Ready Mo-
ney from this:Country, as to enable them to give Credit to foreign
Countries, and very materially injure that Trade. SRR

Whether the Perfons employed - in your Manufa&ure, to.the
Amount of Six thoufand Eight hundred, contribute largely to the

avith Excife Duty ? ‘

1 fhould think they muft be very ‘ferviceable to ‘the Revenue
in confuming thofe Articles which -are charged with Excife
Duties. e e e e

, "‘Examin‘eda.ﬁ.y Members of the Comn‘zz'z‘tee.‘ ,
is the Price

You will inform the Committee whether 8. 1
paid to the principal Perfons concerned in the Manufactory ;
and whether . there ~are. not others who receive -much lower
Wages ? " T : o ‘
" Ireckon 8s. to be the Average Price of Labour that we pay
.to Men in our Manufatture. o ' B L

What is the Price paid to Women ;'.C»*%-‘Pk’}"ed' in_ the Manu-

faGure ! ‘
About §s. per Week.

‘What is the Average Price paid to Children employed in_the
Manufadture? Rk v PR AR
* From 1& 64. to 4s. per Week. .

Revenue of this Country by the Confumption of Articles charged

s
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In carrying on the ManufaGure, on an Average, what is the

Number of Women and Childr - .

N}imber of Men, on an A\'/elrageer?1 employed, compared with the
‘T never made {uc VIO )

Kind of ACC?L r:c;.Ch an Ef’umat:: it is impofiible to tell with any

Is it One Half, T Thirds s o .
though not sccurate }(7)1; wo Thirds ; can you fay in general,
I thould fuppofe the Number of Men not to be One Third.

Can you fay in general what is the Number of Children, com-

pargd. with the Women, employed in the Manufacture.
It is impofiible to form any Kind of Judgment, in my Opinion

Whether you do not pay the Manufa
urers k- ~
_ -wh‘%;her from thence you cannot fay what that'%‘;f)rgoyﬁfsgkis, P'and
e are paying People every Day, when they bring in their

Work., :

Whether a confiderable Part of the Work i i e
. 3. . Y ork in this: Manufa&ur

E ticu n the: 1 1 ’
paxi ICS ;arly, in the Firft Stage. of it, is not‘-pe‘r‘formed‘by Ma-

- With the Affiftance of Hand Labour.

You have given an Account of the Pri ‘ i

A ce of Lab mn-: e
do you mean zbat for the Price paid to;‘Mena:ogil; ll:)r-Irez)Tcih
Avcrage, to Men, Women, and Children ? ORI, O 00 T
" To Men only. v o

Whether, in the Linen Manufa&ure, the fame Mills are: brrn‘ade

ufe of as in the Cotton Manufacure, in“the Ficft Stages of the-

Manufa&ture ?
The fame Machines are not made ufe of in the Linen Manu-

‘ fatture in the early Stages of it.

| grc anfy c;:héfr Machines of the fame Sort madAc; ufc.:A of »
" 9 t ) X £ N —‘ B . - ’ - : -
vM,a'nflfa%'u;e'-e ame Sott, —there are Mach;ges ufe‘d in the Linen

Is the Labour inj'th:é‘Li'nen Manufacture abridged by |
chine, as itis i ; > abri ged by the Ma-
PQ;rtliCO naPs itis in the Cotton Manyufa&qyre, 11} any, and what Pro-
I believe it is not abridged in the fame Manner. | |

Have not the Irith Manufa@urers in Linen a great Advantage,

‘by having the Linen Yarn cheaper than in Great Britain? . -

I fhould think they certainly had an Advantage.
Whether,

N e =

e e st e
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“Whether, notwithftanding the Cheapnefs of Labour in Ireland,
the Cheapnefs of the Raw Material, there not being the fame
Ufe of Machines, and that the Irith Linen is imported Duty-
{ree, there does not exift a very great Linen Manufacture in this
Country ? ‘ :

I do not believe there does exift a very great Linen Manufa&ture
in England, : '

Whether the fame Circamftances do not exift with refpect to
the Manufactire of Scotland ; and whether there does ‘not exift a
very great Linen ManufaGture in Scotland ? ' o

1 believe there does exift a Manufacture of Linen in Scotland,
‘but I cannot tell' to what Extent. o ¥

Whether yoxi do not know that the Linen Manufa&ures of
Great Britain have, for many Years laft paft, been greatly in-
creafing gradually? : N ’

I am not able to {peak to ‘that 'Poir'lt. |

. Do you know what is the: Price of Labour in Scotland ?
I have heard that the Price of Labour in Scotland is lower

" than in England, but I do not know in what Proportion. =

Can you fay what is the Difference of the Price of Labour be-
tween Ireland and Scotland ? XTI TEE PSR
T cannot fay precifely—I believe it is lower in ‘Ireland than in
‘Scotland. T IR L P

" What is the Value per Cent. of Freight of Cotton Gopds frpm |

Ircland to Great Britain, including Port: Charges?.
,A.bout,.,[; . 2 per Cent. I believe, on our Goods.:

“What do you rate per Cent. the Amount of the Duty la1d laf’c’

Yedr on Cotton Goods in,England?‘?;‘
L. 15 per Cent. A

-~ State to the Committee on what Eftimate you form that Cal-

culation? T
‘The old Duty on Printing is 34. per Yard, the new Duty

on Bleaching 14. per Yard—the Average Price of .the Goods

when finithed is about. 2.4, 34. per Yard. . .= o

‘Whether the Duty of laft Year is not drawn back on BEx-
pol’tation ¥ T ! o s ER AN ¥
~All Duties on our Goods are drawn back on Exportation.

If a Duty of L. IQ‘%V pcrchnt‘. ad Vﬁ'lorem, is added to the Inland

. or Excife Duty now paid on our Cotton Goods, on the Impor-
e T ST ation

i

- great afvl)ﬂ‘iifadvap;ggg".Of, Du

{3 ]
ods into Great Britain from Treland, together

do you think you have any Reafen to
between the. Manufactures in our

tation of the like Go
with the Price of Freight,
apprehend a Competition

Market ?
There {till will remain an Advantage of L.12 or f.13 per

Cent. in Favour of the Irifh Manufacture.

State in what Manner. ’ . ‘
By an Advantage of £. 20 per Cent. which he derives from the
Jow Price of Labour on the common Articles, .and an Ad-
vantage of £. 3o per Cent. on the fine Articles, which, added to
the  Advantage he derives by not employing more than Two
Thirds of the Capital required by the Englifh Manufa&ture to
the fame Quantity of Bufinefs, I reckon it to be at leaft from
£.12 to £. 13 per Cent. s o |
Will not this Burthen upon the Capital affett in like Manner
the Irifh ManufaGture, from.the Time that the Duty 1s paid on
Importation to the Time of Sale ? o
So far different, that the Englifh Manufacurer is in Advance
for Part of the Duties Nine Months before the Goods are ready
for the Market, and the other Part of the Duties at leaft Six
Months, and the Irith Manufacture is ready for the Market when
imported into this Country. ‘

Whether the Cotton Goods of this Country have not alngs
‘been fubje@ to a Duty of L. 10 per Cent. -on the Importation
~ info Ireland? S
Ever fince I can remember. _ o
Has there mot, during that 'Time, been a great Importatior -
of our Cotton Goods into Ireland? ‘ I
Of Printed Cotton Goods. -
Whether not of Fuftians? * o .
1 am not in that ManufaGure, and thcfé'fore can’t {peak to it.
Have not the Irifh, dur‘i‘ng' that Time, had full ;Libenty of
manufacturing Cotton Goods for their own Confum’pt‘w‘m,; or for
Foreign Markets, if they chofe it? L
1 believe they had for their own Confumption, but it is ogiy
of late Date that they have had an Opportunity “of {upplying
Foreign Markets with them. ‘ L
How has it happened, that if the Irith can manufa¢ture o much
 cheaper than Wé‘chn ‘here, they have for fo long 2 Pcnqd, at fo
a "Dutics, and Freight, taken the (E;),ttgn
. ’ oods
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Goods of this Country, and have not manufaured them for

themfelves. B ; : ,

They have only taken our Printed Cottons for a Reafon I have
already affigned, that Printing is done better in this Country than
n Ireland.

- Will not the fame Skill, if it exifts, operate equally in Favour of
the other Parts of the Manufa&ure ?
I think not, becaufe the Succefs in Printing depends in a great
Meafure on Tafte and Ingenuity; but in the Manufacture of
‘Cottons nothing is required but common Manual Labour.

Have we not a Superiority in our Cotton Manufactures over
all foreign Countries ? '

The Superiority, if we have it, is of that Nature that it can be
cealily removed into a neighbouring Kingdom ; and fo much am I
fatisfied of it, that fince the Irith Refolutions came before this
Houfe, I have wrote to a principal Houfe in Ireland to have a Con-
nection with it, for the Purpofe of {upplying the Confumption of
this Country. o ' ,

- Do not you know that jt'he: French have tried to eftablith the
Lotton Manufa&ure in France ?

I have been informed that they not only have :tried, but are in-
creafing that Manufadture very faft, o

Do not you know that the only Manufacture they have is fup-
ported by the King of France ? ‘ R
I am not acquainted with that Circumftance.

Is there not a very great Exportation of Cotton Goods from

~Great Britain to moft F oreign Countries ?

There is a confiderable Export of Cotton Géods»abroad:’.

Have you Reafon to believe that the French Manufaturers in

‘Cotton have ever rivalled us in: Foreign Markets ?

I believe they have not been carried on yet to that Extent to

‘rival us abroad.

How long have they been eftablihed ?—Do not you know :%n

- Englifhman that went to eftablith them P v
1 do not know how'long,_nory‘wt_he Engliihxnan that went, -

Can you inform the Committee with refpe to the aCtual State

of the Cotton Manufaure in Ireland ?

With refpe to that Part of the Cotton Manufacture in which
I'am concerned, I believe there is a confiderable Quantity made,
o : o T 7 and

by an Irith Manufa&urer in Cotton in a Day ?

[ 15 ]

and from Perfons converfant with it I am informed, the Price of

the Goods is much lower in that Country than the fame Kind of
‘Goods fell for in England. '

Do you know the Prices paid to the Labouters either at
Profperous or Balbriggen ? o

I do not know the Price paid at cither Place.

- Have you not been informed there are Men Spinners there, who
are paid from 6 5. to 125, per Week ?
I never heard that Circumftance mentioned,

‘Have you ever heard that there are Printers paid fuch high
Wages as a Guinea per Week ? ‘ -

Yes; I believe they have paid that Price for Printers.

Do not you know that the ManufaGtures have been upheld by
liberal Grants from the Irifh Parliament ?

I have repeatedly heard that they have been eftablifhed by
Bounties, and that the Bounties' ftill continue on many Branches
-of the Manufacture. - : :

Do not you know that thefe Manufactures would have fallen to
the Ground, but for thofe Bounties, from the great Length of
Credit which the Englith Merchants are able to give?

[ am totally unacquainted with that Matter; but from the low

Price of Labour in that Country I thould {uppofe they did not ftand
in Need of many fuch Aids. o ' e

Do you perfonally, from your own Knowledge, know what the
Price of Labour is in that Country ? - ' '

I have long had Conne&ions with the principal Houfe in Ire-
land, and my Information I have gathered from them.

Is not the Englith Manufacturer of Cottons more fkilful than
the Irifh ? ‘ RHIHL S

I do not believe it depends much upon tthkill_ of the Wéayjer,

‘but upon his Induftry.

In Point of Fa&, is not more Work done by an Englith than

I cannot {peak to that. L o
- May not the Difference of Skill in a Manufacturer fully make
up the Difference in Point of Wages ? I

I think not.—I obferved before that ther‘e_wasi very little vof
Skill in the ManufaGure; and I am {o convinced that the Manu-

fatture may be as well done in Ireland, that I could get the fame

-~ Quantity




[ 16 1

Quantity of Pieces made in that Country which I now get made
in England, in the Courfe of Three Months, on the Terms I have
before ftated. : s '

Do you believe that the Exportation of Cotton Goods to Ireland

s diminifhed, fince the Power given to the Irifh of exporting their

own Cotton Goods? :

~The Exportation of Printed Cotton Goods to Ireland has'very
much decreafed of late, owing, I fuppofe, to the Non-importa~
tion Agreement. o

Has it decreafed fince 1780, upon an Average of thofe Years?
I believe it has encreafed from 1780 to-1782. ' ‘

Is the Committee to underftand then, that you are of Opinion
that the Cotton Manufactures of Manchefter have not fuffered by
the Liberty of Exportation granted to the Irith Trade? B

I believe they have already fuffered, but not in any great
Degree. ' -

Is not the Irifh Capital employed in the Cotton Manufature
.comparatively very {mall, compared with the Englifh ?

1 believe there are but few People of Property contribute to
carry on the Manufacure in Ireland, owing to an Averfion their
People of Property have in general to being employed in Bu-
finefs. o : : )

Can England therefore lofe her Cotton Manufa&oery but by the
Lofs of her Induftry, or by the Impofition of injudicious Taxes ?
" 1 think fhe may lofe her Manufa&tory by the Englith Manufac-
turer of Property em,ploying‘hi‘s Capital in Ireland, as well.as by
injudicious Taxes. ' ’ ‘ :

Can you inform the Committee, whether Mr. Arkwright’s
Machines are ufed in the Cotton Manufactures of Ireland ?

I believe at prefent they are ufed, but they are going to be unfed

- in a much greater Degree, as Mr. Arkwright has the exclufive

Right to thofe Machines in England, which does not extend to,

Ireland. .

What does Mr. Arkwright expec from the Manufatturer for
the Liberty of ufing his Machine ? W

It depends on the Number of Spindles that he fells; and the
Time that he has in his Patent. A

How many;Years)lqngpx;h‘as Mr. Arkwright’s P?tcnl,~t9 run?

Five or Six Years. ~

%
&
§
X
i
L

B

- Andin the fame Proportion, by Woixien and Children? T
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What, on an Average, is a ManufaCturer obliged to pay Mr.
Arkwright for a Machine with Thirty Spindles? =
About £.60. ‘ S

When you ftated that the Manufacture in Ireland would trade
with an Advantage of £. 13 or /.14 per Cent. did you include
the Money that he was to pay Mr. Arkwright?

Yes, that was included. - _ ‘ :

Should the Irifh Refolutionﬁ be adopted by the Parliament here,
would you carry on the Bufinefs to the fame Extent you now

do? v

I certainly {hould, but not in England.

Where then ?
In Ireland.

Do you apprehend that any other Perfons concerned in the
Cotton Trade would alfo remove to Ireland ?

Upon the Advantages held out I thould {uppofe a great Num-
ber would carry the Bufinefs to Ireland. ' ‘

Would not that, in your Opinion, caufe a great Diminution of
¢he Revenue, by there being a lefs” Confumption of Excifeable
Commodities in-Lancathire ? »

1 thould think in more Parts than Lancathire, owing to a de-
creafed Population, and the Inability of poor People to confume
Excifeable Commodities. ' : L o

) Do you mean that the Average Pricé of Labbur yo‘u_fpo‘ke" of
is taken from the Picce Work as well as the Day Work ? :
Yes—1I meant that it is taken as well from the Piece Work as

the Day Wortk.

of the Price of Labour in Ireland? -~

Do you then mean to fay, that from the be@ Ihformatioli‘ yoxux
can get from Ireland, you can there have the fame Quantity of
_Lagqur performed for 5. as you now pay 8. for in Lancathire ?
Tes. W pay R

Do you mean the fame, from the Information you have received

B Can
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Can you tell what Proportion of the Duties you pay to Govern-
ment as a Printer, and what Proportion as a Manufaéturer ?

The laft Year I paid as a Printer £.19,000, and as a Manufac-
turer £ ,1,000; but this Year, if I was to carry on Bufinefs to the
fame Extent, which is not likely, I thould pay £.19;000 on the
Printing, and /. 6,000 on the Manufacture.

Whether the Skill of making Mr. Arkwright’s Machine is now
fully pofleffled by other People, as well as Mr. Arkwright?
By every Joiner in the Country. ‘ '

Do you know enough of Ireland to form any Opinion, whether
the Introduction of thofe Machines there is likely to meet with
Oppofition from the ManufaGurers or labouring People ?

I (hould think the Manufacturers or labouring People, from
what I know of Ireland, would have no Objeétion to the Wia-
chine working in that Country.

Do you know whether any of thefe Machines have been fent
to France ?
-I have heard fo, but I am not fatisfied about it.

‘What are the different Stages in the Procefs of the Manufac-

-ture, from its Commencement to its Completion ?

‘Spinning, Weaving, Bleaching, and Printing.

“What is th‘e‘Prop’or‘tion‘ of Expence of each of thofe?
That would require fome Time to an{wer. '

" Anfwer it generally, as near as you can. -

Weaving would be nearly the fame as the Spinning,'éxclu;

‘five of the Warp, which is made by Arkwright’s Machine—the

Expence of Bleaching is inconfiderable, and Printing entirely de-
pends on the Nature of the Pattern.

In how many, and in which of thofe different. Parts of thé
Manufacture, is Machinery employed ? ' ‘
In the Procefs of Spinning. - -~ = : :
When you faid that in the fine Goods 7-8ths of the Valué arofé
from the Expence of Labour, whether thofe 7-8ths include the

- ‘Annual Intereft of Money expended in Machines, and the An-

nual Expence of keeping thofe Machines in Repair 7
It includes the Annual Expence of keeping the Machines in
Repair, ‘but not the Intereft of the Money employed. B

* What
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. What Proportion do you fuppofe the Sums expended in the
Annual Repairs of the Machines bears to the Sums expended in
Labour ? ‘

The Sums expended in Machines bear no Proportion at all,
or a very fmall One, to the Sums expended in Labour.

What do you apprehend to have been the Expence of Labour,
compared with the Total Value of the complete Articles before
the Invention of thofe Machines, that have been invented with-
in thefe laft Twenty Years ? ‘

I believe there was no fuch Goods invented before the laft
‘Twenty Years.,

Do you then mean to fay, that the Cotton ManufaGory did
not exift in this Country till within the laft Twenty Years ? '

We diftinguifh the Cotton Manufattory from the Muflin Ma-
nufaCtory.—What I faid about the high-priced Goods are Muf-

lins, which I believe were not made in this Country Twenty

Years ago.

Is the Idea of going to eftablith the Bufinefs in Ireland, with a
View to fupply the Englith Market, or the Foreign Market, or
both? ' ' ' ‘

Both.

Do you know of any other Manufacturers that have it in
Contemplation to carry the Bufinefs into Ireland, from an Idea
of the prefent propofed Arrangements taking place ? _

I have heard many Perfons in the Manufacture declare an In-.
tention of carrying the ManufaGure into that Country, provided
thefe Refolutions are formed into a Law. o C

Do you conceive, that if thefe propofed Refolutions were car-
ried into Effe, and the Duty propofed on the Import from
Ireland ftand a Part of it, will it not be a ftrong Encouragement

to_introduce the Irith Manufacture by Smuggling ?

It will—I have declared that before.

Is Soap a confiderable Artiéle in this Manufacture ?
I do not ufe much Soap in this Manufacture.

Do you clearly underftand the Nature and Tendency of the
Irith Refolutions, and the Commercial Regulations neceflary to
the carrying them into Exccution in both Kingdoms? )
~ They are far above my Comprehenfion to underftand them—
but in the Manner they have been explained to me, I believe
they will be very prejudicial to the Cotton Manufactures of this

Country.
BT Whether
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Whether it is not a.general Opinion, amongft- the Manufac~
surers of this Country, that the Art and Induftry of the Englith
ManufaGurer is more than a Counterbalance for the lower Price
of Labour in Ireland? CL -

I believe it is far from being a received Opinion of the Manufac-
turers of this Country, that the Artand Ingenuity of the Manufac-
turer in England would counterbalance the Advantages of the
Irith Manufacturer ; becaufe many of the Manufactures that will
be injured by thefe Refolutions. neither depend on Art or -Inge-
nuit);, but Induflry. ' » St o

Queftion repeated, as to Induftry—not Ingenuity ?

I think the Englith Maaufadturer cannot reckon any thing
on the Induftry of his Work People, if I"rr}ay.”be: allowed to
~ judge from the Produce of Labour in the Irith Linen Manu-
Tfa&ure. ’ : = < :

In what Manner have the Irifh Refolutions been explained to
gou? - - - . R
¢ That they are to be allowed to come into this Country free of
all Duties, except fuch as are paid on the Exportation of the fame
Englith Manufacture to Ireland, and:the intemal Duties in Great

- Britain. . , , .
. Was there no Provifion mentioned. of a certain Compen5fatiQn

for fuch Allowances ? - o ‘
-~ None to depend upon. SR

 Whether, at the, prefent Rate of Labour, and with a brifk Trade,

5 you have found . that the. Manﬁfa&urégg;mﬂoyed b‘y_"yyqu‘ ha,v,e‘ir‘x

general worked Six Days ina Week? = S
Thofe that have large Families work Six Days in a Week.

To what Places do' the Manufatures gof'? » o ‘
Great. Part are confumed in Great Britain:—We fend confider-

able Quantities to America and the Weft Indies.

Who pays you for the Articles -you -fend to:America and. the,

Weft Indies? - : N ) ,
The Englith Merchant, when they are. for Exportation'; unlefs,

which is fometimes the Cafe, we execute -an Order from thofe .

Countries.

Do vyou k-novs:/, how :the. Merchant is paid .in Béﬂim for ;t‘hQI:b"

Goods ?
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I believe in general by 'thﬁll?foducé, of ‘the‘{,TCoggt;,igstito:'W11§CI};‘

| the Goods are fold. o
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_ Is that Produce to fupply the Confumption of this Country ?
Part of that Produce is to fupply the Confumption of this
Country, and another Part is to {upply the Manufactures.

If the Merchant of Ireland is to fupply this Country with the
Produce of the Colonies, whether you will not fend the Manu-
factures of Ireland, and not the Manufa&ures of this Country, to
purchafe that Produce ? :

I believe not only the Irith Merchant; but the Englith Mer-
chant, would be glad to take the Manufacureés of that Country, as
they may have them on much lower Terms. l

Are you not aware that the Merchants of this Counfry may

 now fend the ManufaGures of Ireland to the Colonies, in order to

purchafe the Produce of thofe Countries, and bring' that Produce
either to Ireland or this Country ? ‘ o

I am fo little acquainted with the Bufinefs of a Merchant, that
I am not able to fpeak to that Queftion.

You have ftated that the Price of Labourof a Man at Man-
chefter is 8 s. per Week, how long has he earned at that Rate ?
. Ever fince [ have been in Bufinefs. - k

Did he earn it Seven Years ago?
That was reckoned a very moderate Price Seven Years ago; and
I believe he earnedit. =~ o ’ ’

Whether the Cotton ManufaGurers of Ireland have hitherto

~ been in fo flourithing a Condition as to induce the Merchants of

Great Britain to take Part of the Irith Manufactures in his Cargo
to America? : o : ‘ B

I do not think that the Cotton Manufacture of Ireland has been
{o long eftablifhed as to fupply Foreign Countries. o

Whether the Want of Capital has not been a greater Impedi-
ment to the Profperity of the Cotton Manufacture in Ireland,
than the Want of Induftry or Skill in the People of Ireland, or
any other Caufe that has hitherto been affigned? o

Ialways underftood that it was rather owing to People quitting

‘Trade in that Country, when they became. pofleffed of a fmall

Property. - , ;_ \ L
Whether the Permiffion propofed ‘to be given by the Refolu~

tions now under Confideration, of importing Irith ManufaGures

“into !Gre'flt Britain, will not induce People of great Capital ‘in
- Great Britain. e_lth;r; to. fettle in Ircland, or form rConne&ions,

F bl ot which
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which may give the Advantages arifing from cheapnefs of Labour

and Habits of Induftry, their full Effects ?

1 have not 2 Doubt but that will be the Café.-——With refpect to

myfelf, [ mean to employ a very confiderable Capital in that

Country; and others will undeubtedly do the fame.

Whether the Employment of Englifh Capitals in the Manu-
factures of Ireland will not tend fo much to their Profperity, as
to enable them to fupply the Britith Merchant with a confiderable
Part of the Cargo he may make up for America, and the Weft
Indies, and Foreign States? ‘ ‘ "

It certainly will,

Whether, under the Advantages you have already ftated, the
Englith Merchant will not - prefer the Cotton Manufa&ures of
Ireland to thofe of Great Britain? : » v

It will certainly be his'Intereft to take the Irith Manufatures
of Cotton. S :

In forming the Calculation of the Advantages attending the Irith-

Manufa&ure, and the Difadvantage attending fimilar Ones in
Great Britain, did you take into your Confideration the Bounties
granted from Time to Time by the Irith Parliament on their
Manufactures. R

I did not make any Allowance for Bounties granted on the Irifh
Manufacture. :

Did you not confider the Bounties granted on the Irith Manu-

<

Manufacture ? .
Undoubtedly any Bounties granted on the ManufaCures of that

faGure imported into Great Britain difadvantageous to,the.Bri\;iﬂa

-Country will give aftill greater Advantage to ‘the Irith Manufac-

ture than what I have before ftated.

Do you confider Sums of Money gréntcd to Manufacturers in
Confequence of ereting Mills, or incurring other Expences, as
operating in the Nature of Bounties ? ‘ ~ ‘

- I certainly confider that they will have that Effcé"cv..‘

Do you know that Bounties have been granted by ythcy; Iri@%,?‘i‘?f

- liament on the Sale of the Manufactures in Ireland ?

I have heard of it, but am not fufficiently acquainted to fpeak to

‘Do you cbnﬁder, that if a Bounty of £. ¢ per Cent. on the Sale: ’
of a Manufature is granted in Ireland, and that a Duty«‘of L.s
per Cent. is charged on the Importation of the fame Manufacture

Ty
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into Great Britain, that fuch Import Duty completely balances
the Pounty given on the Sale ? ' ' '

I do not fee that any great Advantage would from thence arife
to the Manufacture of Ireland. ‘

Whether fuch Bounties on Sale, not drawn back, will not ope-~
rate againft the Britith Manufacturer in Foreign Markets ?

They certainly will, unlefs England allows a fimilar Bounty on
the fame Manufa&ures. : :

Since the Difference of the Price of Labour is fo great an In-
ducement as to engage you to remove to Ireland, why have you not
formed Connetions, and removed your Capital to Scctland, where
Labour is cheaper than in England ? ' L

Becaufe I underftand, that though Labour is cheap in Scotland,
yet it is a great deal more cheap in Ireland; befides, there are
very heavy Duties on the Cotton Manufatture in Scotland, which
would require an increafed Capital, that the Irith Manufacture is
not burthened with. ‘ :

‘Whether you believe that the intended Regulations will enable
the Cotton Manufaturer of Ireland to export his Goods to Foreign
‘Countries, and to receive any different Returns from thence than.
what he can now do ? ’

I do not know, with refpect to the Foreign Trade, that the Irith
ManufaGturer will derive any additional Advantages from thofe
Refolutions. ' '

What Computations have you:made of the Charges and Com-
miflion attending the Delivery of thefe Goods in England, on
which you have ftated {o large a Profit to the Irith ManufaGturer ?

I computed that the Charges of Sale and Delivery of thofe
Goods from Ireland, and fold -in the London Market, would be
very little more than the Sale and Delivery of the Lancafhire
Goods fold in the fame Market.

Do you not apprehend that the Freight and Infurance, and
longer Difburfe of - Money, muft confiderably increafe that
Charge ? ‘

I do not confider that the Irith Manufacturer does pay much
more for his Carriage from Dublin to London, than the Country
Manufa&urer pays for Land Carriage to London ; and that the
Irith Manufacturer can get a Return in Money as foon as the
Lancathire Manufacturer, R : : '

- Whether
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Whether the A& of 1780, for opening the Irith Trade, has had
any Effet in any Manner detrimental to the Englith Cotton Ma-
nufaCturer? '

The Time is {o fhort that the bad Effects of it are not yet fo
fenfibly felt; but I can fpeak fo far, with refpect to my own

-Bufinefs, that I fold many Irifh Linens printed for Exportation

before the pafling that A&, and I have now totally. loft that

. Trade,

Was you, or the Cotton Marufaurers in general, apprifed of
the paffing that A& in its Progrefs through this Houfe?
. I believe the whole Country were apprifed of it.

Did they oppofe it, by Petition or otherwife ?
‘The Manufacturers of Cotton did not oppofe it to my Know-

‘ledge.

Has the Cotton Trade upon the Whole increafed or diminifhed

ince that Time, to your Knowledge ?

I cannot {peak to that.
. Do you believe that the pafling thefe' Refolutions would be

-more detrimental to the Cotton: Trade than the pafling that Act &

- "Ten Times more detrimental, in:mjﬂOpinion. e _
Do you believe that it would be for the Intereft of :the, Irith
‘Manufa&urer of Cotton, in cafe thefe Refolutions were to pafs,
to fend his Cottons to the Englith Market, under a confiderable
Duty, before he had beat the Englith Cottons out of every
other Market in the World, where they might meet upon equal
“Ferms? o o :
I believe it would not only be his Intereft,  but the Irith Ma-
‘nufaturer will certainly fend his Goods to the Englith Market,
-and raife a Capital upon thofe Goods, to enable him.to. beat  the
Englith Manufa&urer at Foreign Markets. ° » o

Whether you believe that it is more for the Advantage of any
Merchant, of any Country, to fend his Goods to Market where

. there will be a heavy Duty on them, than to fend them: to an

equally good Market, where there is a much lefs Duty, or none

at all, charged on the faid Goods ? ,
With refpe@ to the Duties charged on the Irith Manufactures

imported into Great Britain, I apprehend the Englithman will

have to pay for it; and it will be natural for them to fend their
Goods to a Market where they can draw for a great Part of the
Amount  immediately, rather than give a long Credit at a diftant
Market. .‘ ‘ e YR AR O
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Are you fure that the Refolutions have been properiy explaized

to you ? _ :
I cannot anfwer for that—Mr. Pitt explained them to me.

Whether, in your Comparative View of the Advantages and
Difadvantages to arife to the Two Kingdoms, on which you have
grounded your Reafon to remove your Capital from hence to
Ireland, you have taken into your Calculation the Difufe and
Averfion to Labour in the Irith common People, compared with
‘the fteady and habitual Induftry of the Englith Manufa@urer ?

I never confidered, and I do not recollect that I flated to the
Committee, that the common People of Ircland are averfe to
Labour—I ftated that the Manufacurer retires from DBufinefs
with a fmall Fortune; and I attributed to that, that but fow Peo-
ple of large Property carried on the Cotton Bufinefs in that
Country. : ’

Have you turned your Enquiry to that Object, whether the
common People in Ireland are or are not averfe to Labour? ‘
~The only Judgment I have formed on that Subje& has arifen
from the Produce of Labour in the Irith Linen Trade; and as I
have found that they are manufa@ured much lower than we can
manufacture them in England, I have been led to believe that
the poor working People in the North of Ireland are as induf-
trious as the poor working People in Lancathire. '

Have' you never heard that, excepting the Linen ManufaGure,
almoft every other Irith Manufa&ory is chiefly carried on either -
by Englifhmen or Scotchmen? =~ =~ L

This is the Firft Time I ever heard any Thing of the Kind.

Have you ever been in Ireland ?
I never was. ' e

Have you, by Agents in Ireland, or other People, made any
Enquiries there ? - 5 - : '
I anfwered before, that the Information I got was from prin-

cipal Tradefmen in Ireland, but I was never there. e

‘Whether, if the Irith were to export the fame Quantity of
Manufactures to Foreign Countries, it would not have the fame
‘Tendency to increafe the Price of Labour in Ireland as if thar
Quantity was exported to this Country? =~ R

With refpe& to the Increafe of the Price of Labour, I al-

‘ways confidered it to arife from the Increafe of the Prices of

the Neceffaries of Life more than from any other Circumftance :—
When the People .of that Country are {o little burthened with
LR ‘ G - Taxes
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‘Taxes on the Neceflaries of Life, I cannot {uppofe that an Increafe
of.T rade would bring Labour to the fame Price that is paid in
this Country. ‘

Queition repeated. - :
. I co .not deny. but that it might have the fame Effe& on the
Price of Labour; but I can never fuppoie that it can occafion
Labour to be as high in that Country as in this, unlefs the
Labour of this Country fhould be very much reduced indeed
owing to the Lofs of her Trade to Ireland. o o

Whether a Capital will not be increafed fafteft by felling in
that Market where there will be the greateft Profit ? =

No ;—I think a Capital will be iconeft acquired where the
Manufacturer gets a {peedy Return for his ManufaGure, and
not to employ his Capital in a Foreign Trade, with which he
muft give a very long Credit. :

Do you not imagine, that a Difference of /. ro per Cent. in Pro-
fit may more than compenfate for fome Delay in the Return ?

I think a Difference of £.10 per Cent. will not be an Object
fuflicient to make the Manufac¢turer fell his Goods to a diftant
‘Market, with which he will be obliged to give a Credit of at leaft
Eighteen Months, though the Profit thould be £. 30 pei‘ Cent.—
if ‘e can fend his Goods to the Englith Market, and draw for the
Money immediately, though the Profit thould not be more than
L.y orf.8 per Cent. o S

Whether, in this Country, all the Cotton Manufa@ures are paid
for in Ready Money ? B

Iam not paid for my Manufactures in Ready Money ; but if I
may judge from the Tranfactions I have had with Ireland, they
;\y/lillkdraw for their Goods before they arrive in the ’Engliih
Market. \

Whether you imagine it will be a Temptation to Perfons in
this Country to take Goods from Ireland, inftead of from ' the
 Home Manufaéture, when he muft pay for them in Ready Money

in the one Cafe, as foon as the Goods arrive, or before, and when

he may have a Credit in theother? R

The Irith Manufacturer having an Advantage over the Englifh
Manufa&urer of £. 12 or £. 13 per Cent. as I have befere ﬂatég,'he
will be enabled to offer his Goods on fuch Terms to the Englith
Dealer, for Money, as will induce him to take them, in Pre-

ference to Goods charged by the Englith Manufacturer at a

Credit Price, with a' Confideration upon thofe Goods for that

| Whether
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Whether you are not of Opinion, that in many Cafes an ad-
vantageous Trade may be carried on, where the Return is madc
not in Money or by Bills, but in Commodities from the Country

to which the Exportation has been made ?

1 believe there may.

In Printed Goods what is the Proportion of the Expence of
Printing to the Expence of Manufacturing ? ’ -

If it is meant to know what is the Proportion of the Labour in
the Printing to the Labour in the Manufa&ure, it may beloniy
about One Tenth Part of the Expence, becaufe that Trade re-
quiring Ingenuity and Tafte, the People are generally paid higher-
Wages. ' o

What is the Proportion of the Expence of the Materials em-
ployed in Printing, to the Expénce of Labour in Printing ?

I never calculated the Difference of Expence, becaufe the Ex-
pence of Printing depends fo much on the Kind of Pattern that is
put upon it, that it is impoffible to form any Eftimate. ‘

Can you tell nearly what Proportion the whole Expence of
Printing, on an Average, bears to the whole Expence of Manu-:
faluring ? ' ' o ; ]

I cannot poflibly tell; the Reafon is, that in my Bufinefs I may
pay Three Times as much as my Neighbour :—If I confine my
Bufinefs to a higher priced Work, the Materials are of a fuperior
«Quality, and the Expence of Labour more confiderable. '

What is the Proportion in the higher Branches, and the lower.

Branches of your Bufinefs, or of any Bufinefs with which you are

acquainted ? ‘
Some of the higher Courfes of Work exceed in Value the Price
of the plain Manufacture : Some of the lower Courfes of Work

“are not equal to the Price of the other Manufacture.

Whether you know, or have calculated, what probable Dif-
ference there would be in the Expence of Printing 1n Ireland,
and the Expence of Printing in England? .

I believe the Expence of Printing in Ireland a‘pproachcs'
nearer to the Expence of Printing in England, than the Expence
of the Irifh ManufaCture does to that of the: Englifh ‘Mana-
fatture. S L | , h o

Do you mean, that upon the Whole the Expence of Printing
in Ireland, as far as you know, " is lower than the Price of:
Printing in England? o T

1 believe the Expence of Printing in Ireland is rather lo;zer

S ‘ o L than
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than the Expence of Printing in England, on Account of the
fuperior Tafle and Execution in England :~—The Work done is
preferable in this Country.

that there are a great many Goods finugeled into

‘ | this Country
from Flanders and other Parts of Eurc;gpge, that havlcj ng’xcl nar}-f
parently more Merit than our own Manufa&tures, and yet thg
are fold £. 100 per Cent. higher than Englifh Prints, /

Whether you really entertain fuch ferious Apprelienﬁons of

Whether you think our ManufaGurers could carry on any
Competition with the Irifh, in their own Market, under a Dif~

R

advantage of near /. 4o per Cent? B _ the paffing thefe Refolutions, as to be determi .
If you will take into Confideration the Quality of the Article . thofe Manufactures, or the C’apital with Whii.lilmn;id Ct;rrre?govc,
fent into that Country, and if it is not fuperior in any Refpe& E on, immediately to Ireland, on that Event With);ut Wai)t’" em
to their own Manufa&ure, I thould think fuch a T'rade could not all to experience the Effe@ of them ? T HHng at
: exift, o : | g fI m%n to remove I_Dart of my Manufa&ure,. and employ Part
“ Whether, if your Calculation be juft, that the Irith would v § Ore;Itlg; Piplta{t{me%l%tely, and afterwards I'mean to remove g
i have an Advantage of £ . 13 per Cent. on fimilar Articles in this . i will anopgl_ 100, 1t it proves, as I have good Affurance that
§ Country, after paying £. 10 # per Cent. Duty, and [. 2 per Cent, | - » ai advantageous Change. o x L
i which you calculate as the Charge of Freight from Ireland, it ’ | ] _ . , :
ﬁ% does not follow, that the Goods which we fend to the Irith - I Tlgrvli,d:ltmt;nc Requeg of the Witnefs, the Minutes of this
'?'i Market, and which paid a Duty on Importation there of £. 102 per v were read over to him, : ,
‘ Cent. and £. 2 per Cent. in like Manner for Freight, muft have ; And th h . )
i " fold in the Irith Market under a Difadvantage of [. 28 per . - ana then the Counfel and Witnefs were dire@ted to
i Cont. & v+ 30 P 1, : - withdraw - S
i ent, S : ‘ 5 k G : ; ‘ e »
When I ftated the Expence of bringing Goods over here at , i ' To repert a Progrefs, &e.

4.2 per Cent. I did not mean to fay that there was an Ad- B
vantage, befides that, of £.13 per Cent.; but I ftated, that the :
Expence of bringing the Goods from the Country to London was
equal to the Expence of bringing Goods from Ireland to Eng-
land.—It is impoflible for a plain Manufa&ure, which has neither
Tafte nor Ingenuity to recommend it, under fuch unfavourable
Circumftances, to exift. But with refpe@ to ‘the Printing Bufi~:
nefs, the Value confifts in the Tafte of the Pattern, and Execu-
tion of the Work; and with that Advantage upon them, the-
higher Claffles of Women in Ireland would wear Englith Goods,.
though at an Advance of [£.38 per Cent. above their own Ma-
nufacture of Prints. IR C :

Whether, confidering, as you have flated, that the Price of 3
Printing in Ireland is alfo upon the Whole fomewhat cheaper |
than the Price of Printing in England, you do not imaginé that
that Circumftance, together with an Advantage of £. 38 or £. 34
per Cent. would have been a fufficient Encouragement to Inge-~ .
nuity and Tafte in the Printing Bufinefs in Ireland ? A

I think ‘the Printing Bufinefs, being a Fancy Trade, has an
ideal Value put upon it, and that the Wearer eftimates it more
for the Place it comes from, added to the Tafte of the Pattern, :
than from any other Confideration. My Reafon for faying fo is, B

R SRR A A . LR | |
' Veneris,
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Peneris, 18° die Martii 1785.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, on the Adjuft-
" ment of the Commercial Intercourfe between Great Bri-
tain and Ireland. S C

r E 1\ H E Committee proceededf further in the Heéring of Evi=
- dence in Support of the Petition of the Callicoe Manufac-
turers and Printers, of the County Palatine of Lancafter, and

Counties adjacent.

The Counfel was call;ed i-p,

M. JOSEPH SMITH ealled in, and examined.

Whiat is your Bufinefs ¥~ .
~ A Callicoe Manufa&urer and Printer. ;
What Number of Perfons do you employ, diftinguifhing thofe
employed in the Manufature from thofe in the Printing ? :
We employ in the Callicoe Manufacture many 'ljhoufar.\-ds., but
'f cannot accurately ftate the Number, but in Printing we employ
- generally from about Seven hundred to One thoufand.
What is the Amount of Excife Duty paid by your Houfe per
Annum on the Manufacture ? ‘
The laft Year it was about £. 20,0005 this Year, if we con-
tinue to do the fame Bufinefs, in confequence of the additional

| Tax impofed the laﬁvS‘eﬁipn, it will amount to bctween £. 206,000

and [£. 27,000. BRI
Whether there are any Duties paid on the Mgnufa&ure, or the
Printing of Cotton Goods, in Ireland ? :
There are, I believe, none.
What is the Proportion of the Price of L
of the Raw Material in the Manufacture ? .
In the Goods moft commonly made the Proportion of the
Price of Labour to the Raw Material exceeds One Hglf ; in the
higher Sort of Goods it will be as much as Seven E;:ghth;s,'_and«
in ilxtc;mcdiate,,mx_alities in ProPortio,n. A BRI Whaﬁ

abour to the Price '
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What is the common Price of Labour paid by you in your
Manufacture ? : , .
The common Price of Labour is about 8s. per Week.

Do you know what is the common Price of Labour paid to the
working People in the Linen Manufacture in Ircland ? |

From the beft Information I have been able to obtain on that
Subje&, it is about 4 s. per Week, but I take it to be between

4s.and 5 5. per Week.

Is not ‘a confiderable Part of your Capital employed in the
Advance of the Excife Duties. g
"There certainly is about £. 15 per Cent.

 What is the Increafe of Capital required by the Englifh Manu~
facturer on account of the Advance of Duties, and the Differ-
ence of the Price of Labour in this Country and Ireland ?

It will be from £. 30 to 4. 40 per Cent. : '

Whether a Cotton Weaver can be employed in weaving Linens,
and can do it with equal Facility > ‘ ' o

I am certain he can, becaufe the Liden Weavers in this Coun-
try make the beft Callicoe Weavers. - :

In what Proportion will the Difference of Price of Labour in
England and Ireland affe& the Goods when manufactured?
On the common Sorts it will be about £. 2o per Cent. and on

‘ the finer Sorts it will be more. : :

If the Cotton Manufactures “of Ireland are made fubjed to 2
Duty of ,{: . 10 ¥ per Cent. on Importation into Great Britain, do
you apprehend the Irith Manufacture will beable to fupply the
Englith Market, to the Detriment of the Cotton Trade of this
Country ¥ ‘ S T S

~ I have no Doubt of it.

If the Refolutions of the Irith Parliament fhould be adopted by
~the Legiflature of Great Britain, do you fuppofe that the Price of
Labour in Ireland will increafe fo as. to remove the Inequality
you complain of ? . | ‘ ‘
- Asl have no Apprehenfion that the Refolutions, if adopted,
can poflibly on the Whole incteafe the Confumption of both

Kingdoms, and the Price of Labour in Ireland fthould advance,

I apprehend it would be in Confequence of the Transfer of the
Manufactures of this Kingdom to that 3 but although the Price of

" Labour may increafe in Ireland, yet, until they have the fame in-

E t_e‘pngleaxes as are paid in this Country, I think the Price of La-
_ bour cannot increafc to be equal with that of this Country.

BPo
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Do you apprehend that a Transfer of. the Manufa@ures fro,
this Country to Ireland will be One of the Confeq: : e
adop}tling"t-hefé: Refolutions? R o equeng;:As ot
_ 1 have no Doubt of it, {o far as relates to
Cotton Manufadture. - our own Trade—the

- Under the Circumftancesyou have ftated, do you expect to
’ ! : t -
1y on your Trade to the fame large Extent you d{: at -prl;fen't—ig"@:'
Not in this Kingdom. o :

What Place would you chufe to cé in ‘with m
Advaniage ! y foc rryxt on in Wltb _more

Ireland, ,

Do you believe that other Perfons concerned in' vour Mann:
1 clieve t I crne your Manufac-
i;u Ie:e;:lrsgl?d likewife be mduccdi to. transfer 1t‘from this Country

I think they would find it ‘neceflary.

If a Duty ‘thould be impofed on - the Importation of Trith

‘Printed Goods, do you apprehend that the Payment of it would

%’)G evadf:d, and' that Athc"GOOd’S ‘would be lemdcﬁmely introduced
into this Country ? RPN S y introduced
I think there is no Doubt of it, becaufe the Duti .

e . " 4 > ) . bC
on the Importation of Irith Printed Goods, : ies wou ,
per Cent. | ‘ oods, ‘ff-orm L2510 L35

If Treland has hitherto pofleffed -t‘heAdvan‘tageé’ you hévé‘i’cated,

how has it happened that large Quantities of Printed Goods: have
been exported from Great Britain to Ireland ? .

- T can only account for the Exportation of large Quantities of
- Printed Goods into Ireland, from the Superiority in the Execu-

tion ‘and Tafte, that this Country has hitherto maintained in the
Printing Branch—the Goods exported to Ireland by our own
Houfe,‘ ?nq, as I am informed, by other Houfes in the*Trade;
i};avei prn‘nr:ipalllyd,beer;-1 the higher priced Goods—The Common
reople in Ireland, who wear Printed Goods, have been . i

by Linens printed in Ireland. = = 9-V§ becnfupphed

- Whether Perfons employed in your Mapufa&ure, and in thofe
of your Neighbours, to the Amount of many Thoufands, as

you have ftated, contribute to the Revenue of this Countrv b
2 large Confumption of Excifeable Commodities ? :‘,,9“,11,1 l..y 7
Moft affuredly they do, in Candles, Leather, Ale, Soap, and

other Commodities,

L

 Whether,
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‘Whether, after all the Confideration you have given the Sub-
je& of thefe Refolutions, affifted by all the Explanation which
you have had the Honour to receive, you have been able to dif-
cover any Advantage offered to the Britith Manufacturer, in his
Commercial Intercourfe with Ireland, which you do not at this
Moment enjoy ? : ‘

As far as relates to our own Manufacure, T difcover none that
we did not enjoy before the Non-importation Agreement in
Ireland. ‘ T

Examined by Members of the Committee.

Whether the Price of 8s. per Week for Labour is for Men
only, or for Men, Women, and Children ?

For Men only; and the Average Price of Labour, which I
before ftated for Ireland, is alfo the Price of Men’s Labour ;
and the Price of Women’s and Children’s Labour in both Coun-
tries I underftand to be in Proportion to the Men’s. :

What is the Average Price of Women's Labour in this Coun-
.try, and of Children’s alfo. : , _
The Price of Women’s Labour I underftand to be about 4s.
or from 4s. to 5s. per Week—The Price of Children’s Labour

about 2. 64.

In your ManufaGture, what is the Proportion of Women to
Men employed in it ? i R E

The Proportion of Women 1is rather lefs than Men, and of
“Children alfo. o o : L

Do you know whether, in the Linen Manufacture in Ire-
land, there is the fame Proportion of Women and’ Children em-
ployed ? ' o e ST T At
- T am not fully competent to an{wer that Queftion.

Is there not a great Part of the Labour in the Cotton Ma,mi—
fa&ures performed by Machines? = S
There is a great Part; butit is that which relates only to“the

Spinning of the Cotton Warp.-

In thé Value of the Labour in each particular Manufadure,
what is the Proportion of that which is done by the Machine? .
It is but {mall—but the precife Proportion I'cannot fate.

. Haé not the Invention of Machines, and pafticularly of Mr.

Arkwright's, been efteemed of great Advantage to the Manu-

facturer
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facturer who ufes them, fo as to give a- greater Profit on ‘his
Manufa&ure ? ‘ e - -

There has been a confiderable Advantage derived from the In-~
‘vention of Machines—One is, that the Manufactare has been
carried to a much more confiderable Extent than it would other~
wife have been carried to—but in Point of Profit the Manufac-
tory at large, though they may have derived fome, yet not a very
great Advantage. : o L R

Has not the Expence of manufacturing Cottons been dimi-
nithed confiderably by the Invention of Machines ?

The Expence of {pinning the Warp may have been diminithed, .
but not confiderably.—-I mean that it has not been diminifhed
confiderably with refpe to the Manufacure at large.

Has it n:ot been ‘diminifhcd with refpect to thpfe who emp’loy,

ed thofe Machines ?

‘Certainly it has. : |

Has the Price of Labour in any other Refpe, within thefe
1aft Twenty Years, been increafed ? o ‘
I am not competent to {peak - to the Price of Labour for
‘Twenty Years, but within my Memory there has becn little Va-
riation, I believe. =~ o '

Whether Machines are ufed to the fame Extent in the Linen
Manufa&ure as they are in the Cotton Manufatture ?
- I helieve not." T ‘ L \
" Whether the Price of Cotton, the Raw Material, is the fame
in Great Britain and Ireland ? . 1
"I do not know the Price of Cotton in Ireland, but I have Rea-
fon to think there is no great Difference, if any. e

Is the Raw Material of the Linen ‘Manufacture cheaper in
Ireland than in England P o -

I am not acquainted with the Price of the Raw Material of
the Linen Manufalture, either in Ireland or England. ~

Are not great Quantities of Flax and Linen Yarn. imported
from Ireland into England—even brought to Manchefter ? .
1 believe there are great Quantities of Linen Yarn imported
from Ireland into England, but in the Manufacture in which I

-am concerned it is not ufed.

" Do not you know that there is a very great and. increafing

‘Linen Manufa&ory in this Ifland ? N
 With refpe& to a Linen Manufacture in England, as fai; as I
- - DR ' A nOW,

4
3
?
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cheap as I could thofe from Ireland. .
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know, 1t is but very fmall ;—with refpect to Scotland thére are
confiderable Quantities of Linen Manufaétures, principally I
believe for the Furpofe of printing Handkerchiefs. o

Do not you know that there is a great and increafing Manu-
facure of Table Linen in this Kingdom ?

‘I know that there is a Manufacure of Table Linen in ‘this
Kingdom, but I know not to what Extent, nor whether increaf- -
ing or otherwife. _ e

If it fhould appear that there is a great and increafling Linen

Manufacure in this Country, notwithftanding the low Price of
Labour in Ireland—the Cheapnefs of the Raw Material in Ireland

“compared with that in England—the lefs Ufe of Machinery in

the Article of Linen than of Cotton—and that Linen is allowed
to be imported from Ireland Duty-free ;—Whether all thofe Cir-
cumfitances together would not diminifth your Apprehenfions with
refpet to the Cotton Manufature ? B

[ know not from what Circumftance the Manufa&ure of Table
Linen in this Country has an Advantage ove_’lj'Ireland; “but with
refpec to the Manufacture of plain Linens, ‘of which the Part
confumed is by very far the moft confiderable, neither England
nor Scotland can bring them to this:Market on Terms equal with
Treland. ) o

Will you take upon yourfelf to fay, that of the common Linens
ufed in this Country, the Quantity of that made here “is not
greater than that brought from Ireland ? e :

I know not how far the Term Common is meant to apply: If
by Common is meant the Average, 1 believe the Quantity of
Linens imported from Ireland is .confiderably - greatei‘~ than that
made in Great Britain. = ool T , o

Will you take on yourfelf to ,faj, that the Quantity of Linen

‘of all Sorts made in Great Britain is lefs than that which is im-

ported from Ireland ? _ EHETE
I will not take upon. myfelf pofitively to fay it is, but I have

always underftood that the Quantity “of Linen imported from

Ireland has exceeded the Quantity made in Great Britain. I beg
to fay, that what T know of the Linen Trade is particularly con-
fined to -that Part of it which immediately felates  to our own
Trade ‘of Printing. . We have frequently purchafed very: large -

~Quantities of Irith Linens, more particularly at the T ime when

Cotton was at the higheft Price; and T have frequently looked at
Quantities of Britith Linens, but could 'never purchafe them fo

Is
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] i n, | toes, and
" Ys there not a confiderable Exportation of Corn, Potatoes,
' : - - . P
Beer, from Lancafhire into I1cland i t
1 ;m not competent to {peak to tga
London. '

; ion i .Ireland from this Country,
rere i h an Importation into I ” J
. thertchtaslgis Price ofp Labour there is not rathgf l1:10 b% ;I;IE;H:C
e v which the Trifh live, than to any other Caulo?
to ;h,C I;/;Irllgethat the low Price of Labox;lr 1n1'Irelal;1 tn;)?i,nlcl}pally
m i hich they live, bu -
— low Manner in whi i . :
be c.)wnig tOPtrli](?e gf Provifions in general, and to th;lrhEXec 25:11&11
;0 thechV'VTach with which the labouring People of this - Y
rom th 3
are burthened. B . | ‘ ot the
If the Irith import Provifions from this COEn_try’t ﬁgf;;;gg
Pricet o? thofe imported Provilfion.s be dteea;e;'nttoelif;; foud frota this
‘o univerfally impor .
If Prowi;imTS ‘iﬁ;erri:ourl‘)l?;bt }}:ut that thofe Provifions. m&lfftr Ol:l:
Country}; : elt;an here ; and whatever Part may’be lllr}aporte
fllefsreé;u;i:)” muft be dearer in that Country than this.

Are not the principal Manufa&ures in I;'eland carried on ‘in
re n - s in
1ofe el {t to Great Britain ! . -
e e Oﬁféllfhrﬁ;?;fent to anfwer that (Luef’uon : 151 uriggéf
it IdaThartI:O:he Ivganufaé‘cures in Ireland fpread over the ort!
and th | |

Ireland. , e
of this Country were to remove to. :

1 I(f :}vlielll\t/ﬁat;uiéttz;e;:& to live there as well as they do here ?

and, . .(

" I cannot anfwer for their Expeétations.

Have there not been Attempts to eftablith the Cotton Manu-

ueftion, as I refide in

'Grle atng;i;’?irrid? there has, and that they have fucceeded, and that
und . - ‘
they are now fucceeding. o |
hey he Cotton Manufacturers of Great Britain fcﬁu:jd tttl::;; arllr};
F H?V; E\/Ianufa&ures in Cotton have materially rivalled them in
Foreign Manufactures 1n (off , ‘
ign Countries f o
FoIreclrfnnot fpeak pofitively to axgne
’ hat in which I am conc : :
}()'lelglitc;é they are rivalled, and are now almoft

Part of t&n‘e Cotton Manufa&ure

beat out of every

this Cc ‘and Re-exporta~
Market, by the Introducion into this Country, and ltl‘f;}c(xgogg, |
ivia Ly S M : ‘ B ! .

- tion, of India Gopds.

. Have
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- Have our Manufa@ures beep rivalled by any Cotton Manu-
faCtures eftablithed in any European Countries, in the Foreign
Market? = e : o
They are not only rivalled, but excluded jn many Parts of
Europe—I fpeak now with refpe to Printed Goods. = '
~ Has the Exportation generally of the’ Cotton Manufacture in.
creafed or decreafed of late Years ¢ o
- T'have formerly Thated to the: Committee that T
competent to {peak with refpect to the Cotton Trad
but only to that Part in which T am concerned. V
Whether the' Manufa@ure of Printed Goods in general has'not
lately increafed in'this Country » ’ . S
It has certainly increafed; but I beg to ftate the Occafion :—=Ip
the laft Year, in which it principally increafed, there was a very
great Scarcity’ both of India Whites, and Printed Goods, and in
‘ ders that were received in
this Country from America for Eaft India Printed Goods were
executed ‘with Britith Printed Goods. Tt is alfo to be added,
that there were alfo very confiderable Quantities of Britith Printed
‘Goods exported on. Speculation, which have overftocked, ac-
cording to the beft Advices, the American Market very confi~

am not fully
€ in general,

derably.’

Whether the Trade in Printed Goods has not gradually in-

creafed for many Years paft?

I believe there has been 2 gradual Increafe of the Confumption
of Printed Goods in this“Cou'nt‘ry‘,, till within the lat Two or
Three Years, fince which, if there has been any Increafe, it hag
been :inéonﬁdera.ble;:'” o co T 5 o

‘Whether the Irifh haye ‘eYeF @ax;ufaﬁprqd, any greap",; Quantity

of Cotton Goods ?"

I believe not, as far as relates to that Part- o;f:.,t.he Manufa&uxé* L
inwhich I am engaged. =~ o o

- Whether th‘eré has not been galgrge‘Exportatibﬁ"fof thofe Goods -
from Great Britain to Ireland ? = = . . O T T
- ~There has been a cqnﬁ@erabvle‘Expogt of thofe »’GOodthdIrehnd._,\
Wh;thef'thofé‘ Goods were noAtV' burthened with;,a;D‘\u.}tyaof
Loz per Cent. on fthe\’I‘mporta‘tiQn into Ireland? - 7 .
_Whether ,they were not alfo charged with a F reight of £.2 or
L. 21 per Cent. and Port Charges? - ' o
. They wete; Freight and Charges from [, 2 to L. 2% per Cent}‘
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I .we have fent therefore fo'great a Quantity of Printed Goods
under thefe Burthens from Great Britain to Ireland, affign your
Reafons why you apprehend that the Irifh will fend thofe Goods
to us loaded with the fame Burthens, and with a Duty equal to
the Excife and Inland Duty paid on thofe Goods ? o

T beg' on this Queftion to divide the Manufalture from the
Printing.—Callicoe Goods manufactured in’ the plain State have
‘been - prohibited from being imported into this Country—the
middling and the lower Sort of People in Ireland, having ap-
proved of the Fafhion, the Execution, and the Tafte of our
- Printed Callicoes, have encouraged the Importation of them into
that Country, under the Difadvantages of Freight and internal
‘Duty.—If the Refolutions before the Houfe pafs into a Law,
I do not apprehend the immediate Transfer of the Printing
“Trade from this Country to that, but I have ftrong Reafon to
apprehend, that Irith Cotton Goods being manufaGured at a lefs

Expence in that Kingdom than in_this, they would be imported
“into this Country, not only with a View to have them printed here
“and re-exported to Ireland, but for the Supply of the Confump-

tion of this Country 11 that Article.
£ Great Britain, in which Labout

Afe,‘there not many Parts o
) ighboul‘hood of Manchefter? .

is much cheaper than in the Ne
I am not certain of that.
" If there are Parts where Labour is much cheaper, is it not as
:Probablc that the Manufaéturers of Manchefter, would remove
‘there on that Account, as to Ireland? L :
“If ‘there are Parts of this
a5 in Ireland; and the People in thofe Parts are ufed to the. weav-
ing of Goods, it would be as probable. LT T
Is it probable that the Irith Linen Weaver will quit his Linea
‘Loom to which he has been ufed, and with refpe& to which his
‘Goods have a free Importation into this Country, and apply him-
{=If to weave Cotton Goods, in order to import them into this
Country, under the Burthen before mentioned? - ¢
If the Linen Weaver in Ireland can, by turning his ‘Hand to
 the Manufa&ure of ~Callicoes or Cottons, gain 64d.'2a Week more
- than he at prefent does, there is not a Doubt but he would.
" .Can you affign any Reafon to induce the Co
that the Linen Weaver will, by that Change o
6d. 2 Week more? R

" Certainly : If the Irith, as 1 have ftated, can at p’refeht manufac-

ture Cotton Goods £.20 per Cent. lower, or even £.10 per Cent.

Country in which Labour is as éheap,-

mmittee to believe,
f Occupation, gain

.
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the Employer can afford to pay the Weaver 64.a Week more, if

neceflary, and yet fufficiently under-work the Manufadturer of

this Country, to export his Goods from that Country to this.—I
beg to have it underftood, that | do not ftate that an Advarce of
6d. a Week is neceflary. , , ’
Do you apprehend by the intended Regulations, that the Ma-
nufacurer of Ireland will be able to underfell the Englifh Manu-
fa&urer in Great Britain, orin For_eign'Countries? Co
My Evidence all along has gone, that the ManufaGurer of Ire-
Jand ‘will underfell the Manufacturer of Great Britain in' this
Country. ‘ ' E I
State the Difference of Terms in which the Manufacurers of
the Two Countries will meet in the Englifh Market ? B
T believe One of the earlieft Anfwers I gave goes to that Quef-
‘tion. ' R ’ B
Queftion repeated. . - '
The Manufacturer in Ireland, in the’ moft general Articles of

_our Manufacture, will have an Advantage of £L.20 per Cent. on

the Goods when manufatured, before the Importation into Great
Britain. There is, I underftand, to be a Duty of L. 10} per Cent.
confequently the Manufa&urer: of Ireland, or rather the Importer
of the ManufaGures of Ireland, will derive an Advantage in this
Market over the Britith Manufa&urer, of £.9% per Cent."

Will not the Freight from Ireland to England be £. 2 per Cent.
which you have ftated to be the Freight from England to Ireland ;
and will there not be other Charges as Infurance and Commiffion,

' befides a longer Difburfe of Money, and further Difficulties in

‘obtaining Payment?® . : L v
I ftated that the Expences of Freight and other Charges would

amount from £. 2 to 4. 2} per Cent. and to this £. 10} per Cent. I

readily admit it, ought to be added ; but there are Difadvantages on
the Part of the Englifh Manufacturer and Printer, much more than
fufficient to counterbalance the L .23 per Cent. The Difadvantages
to which I refer are, in the Firft Place, the Increafe of Capital to

- provide for the ‘Daties payable, and ‘
Account of the Price of Labour. Thofe Two Difadvantages are,
in my Opinion, very much more than fufficient to.counterbalance
the £.2% per-Cent.; but there is a further Difadvantage, which
is, that if Ireland can with her Manufactures fupply this Country
cheaper than the Englith Manufacturer, fhe muit inevitably draw
the Ready Money Trade of this Country.. The Englith Manu-

*“faGurer will then only have left him that Part of the Trade in

e e L e e S T P e S— -

and’ the Increafe of Capital on
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“which long Credit is required, confequently his Capacity for con-

tinuing his Manufa&ory to the fame Extent he now does, if there
were no other Reafons againft it} would be ‘confiderably dimi-
nithed. SR S R .

Whether the Difadvantages you have now ftated are not

- reckoned as'a Part of the £."20 per Cent. which you ftated to be

~the Preference of - the Irith ManufaGurer over the Englith—and
upon what priced Goods you have made the Computation now

~givenin? .

They were not included in:the ,(,' .20 per Ceént. I before ftated ;

“and if you refer to that Part of my Examination, you will fee they

‘were not.—The Computation that 1 have made is upon Goods
which ftand the Manufa&urer in 28’5, a Piece, or 1s. a Yard; and
the . Articles of our ManufaGture go from 1s. a Yard to .4s.
a Yard. ‘ . :

Are you prepared to thew that the Allegation in the Petition,

*¢ That the Irifh are in a great Meafure free from Taxes,” is well

grounded ? :
I cannot be prepared to (hew what the Taxes of Ireland are,

but it is notorious that the People of* Ireland aré taxed in a much

lefs Degree than the People of this Country. ~ =~

~ Do you mean that they are lower taxed, in Proportion to. the
Ability to pay? ~ - . : o e e
I am not competent to {peak of their Ability to pay. . . .

Have yoﬁ never heard of the Hearth Money:bcing' paid ,byrthe
Manufacturers in Ireland B T P T -
. V,Ig‘,ha\_cq' heard there is a Tax called by that Name.-

- Have you not alfo heard that Beer, Spirits, Leather, and To-

bacco, are excifed in that Kingdom ?

~ I have heard there are various Taxes of Excife in that Coun="

try, but cannot flate particularly what they are.—The Occafion
of my mentionling the Difference between the Taxes in this
Country and in lreland was to fhew -the Committee in what

Manner I account for the very great Difference in point of La-

bour. N )
Do you know the Prices
“Works near Dublin? ..
':Il‘f.dolpgt." R

paid to Manufaéturevrs in th‘é Cotton ',

TR
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Have you not heard. that the loweft Price paid to Spinners
there is 6 5. 2 Week, f

I have not—but I underftand that very great Encouragements
have in various Ways been given to that Manufad_fture, for the
Purpofe of introducing and eftablifhing it in that Kingdom.

Have you not heard that if thofe public Grants were with-
drawn, the Manufa&ure would fall to the Gro‘und ? ‘ o

I have not-=but I beg to have it obferved, that the Manufac-
ture of Cotton Goods near Dublin, as I .uqderfzand, has beenj
turned generally to what is, by VVay of Diftiné¢tion, called The
Manchefter Fujftian Trade; and that it does not apply ~to=‘thc Ma«l
nufaGure of Callicoes. v ‘ o -

Does not Ireland import a large Part of the Cotton it ufes
from this Country? , N o

Ireland may, pzobably, frequently import Quantities of Cotfon
from this Country, owing to the Fluctuations in Price, which
are very confiderable. When'Ireland can import from . this
Country Cotton at a lower Price than fhecan %mgo;ft' from ;hc~
Weft Indies, the will certainly take it from .thls Country ;- and
alfo England may; under the contrary, but fimilar Circumftances,
import it from Ireland, 7 o 4 : .

When Ireland imports Cotton “from hence, iS‘AHOt a fecoth
Freight, Commiffion, and other Charges, to be added to the ori-
ginal Price of the Material 2 ' ‘ : :

7 Certainly it is ;—but I beg to add, that in the Importation of

Cotton from England into Ireland the M'c}nufa.&:urer. or the Imf,
porter confiders thofe Charges ; and unlets; with thofe Qharggs,'
he can import the Cotton from England at a Iowcrvu Price tha‘,n‘,,
from the Weft Indies, he will not do it. .

If Irelandlfimports Cotton dirc&ly from the Weft Indies, is

the Freight as high as to England from the Weft jInd'i'es P
L ,CI do 1§ot uhdergﬁ»and that it is; but I cannot {peak dec;de@ly:
upon that Subject. o e £ b

Do you know of any other Advantage enjoyed by Ireland in -

; MR ; LN : ?

the Cotton Manufactory, except the low Price of ~vLabour i
~There are Advéntagez by Bounties, but I do not .appr‘ehf;nd that
thofe would apply generally to the Manufacture.—The Articles
of our Manufaéture are divifible but into Two Parts, the one is

the Raw Material, th;y“’otber_ the ManAual‘ Labour.
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Do you not think that as Treland became a manufacturing
Country the Price of Labour would naturally rife? Co

I do think it would ; but, as I have ftated before, I apprehend
the Increafe of the Price of Labour in Ireland would be in Con-
fequence of the Transfer, and the Decline ‘of the Manufattures of
this Country, : »

Do you think that Manufactures always follow .cheap Labour? -

T will not ftate that in all-Cafes they follow cheap Labour, but
T believe our ManufaGures would follow cheap Labour.

Did you ever know, or hear, that Raw Cotton was imported into
this Country through Ireland? -

I never-did ; but if there is a great Confumption of Cotton, and
confequently great Encouragement to- the Importation of that
Article into Ireland, it is far from .im_pro'ba‘ble‘th’at-;this- Country
‘might import Cotton from Ireland. : _

Do you know whether in Ireland the Mafter Manufacturer does
‘not fometimes pay his Workmen. by the Piece P - .

I underftand he does. v ;

Do you know how much per Week the Manufacturer, when
-paid by the Piece, earns on Cloth of that Sort which is made ‘in
-what is called a Nine hundred Reed? S

I do not know what he may gain per Week in the Manufattory

-of that Sort of Cloth madein the Nine hundred Reed; but, from

‘the beft Information I have been able to obtain, the Weaver, id
ananufaduring thofe Goods that are about of a fimilar Finenefs
and ‘Quality to the moft general Articles of -our Mggufaétu”re,-
'gains or earns about 4.5. per Week. ’ o

Of what Nature is that Information, and upon what Evidence
+do you ground your Opinion that.the Price of Labour in Ireland
is 4. per Week ? : .-

From Converfation with Perfons of that Kingdom, who have
“had Opportunities of knowing that Manufatory. o

Do you imagine that the Quantity of Cloth made in Ireland,
and imported into Great Britain, for the Confumption of this
Country, of a Value not exceeding Fourteen Pencé.pervYard,v ex~
ceeds the Quantity of Cloth of a limilar Price made in this King-

dom for:Home Confumption ?—This Queftion is with e’fﬁg?f;d. to

Linens. :

With refpect to Lihells, thougfl I am not competent to fpeak
 precifely on the Subjet, I apprehend  the Importation of Goods

T A R
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cofting th?lrifh Manufacurer Fourteen Pence and uhder, exceeds
the Quantity manufactured for fimilar Purpofes in this Kingdom:

-Is it not a confiderable Advantage to the Irith Manufa&urer,
Mr. Arkwright’s Patent not extending to that Country ? '
__If Mr. Arkwright enjoys an exclufive Right to the Spinning of
Cottoq in his Mode in this Country, there cannot be a Doubt but
that the Advantages Ireland would derive from the Fermation and
Ufe of thofe Machines would be very confiderable. . ‘

Can you inform the Committee if any Agreement has been
made with Mr. Arkwright, fince that Verdi& was given in his
Favour, by any of the Manufacturers ; and what Sum has been
offered for the Liberty of working with his Machine? '

I know nothing pofitively on the Subject; but I have heard that
there have been fuch Agreements made, at the Rate of 5s. per
Spindle per Annum.—This is merely from Report.

‘Do you not know, that a great Quantity of Provifions are im~
Eorted from Ireland into Lancathire, for the Ufe of the Manu~
facturers of that County ? : :

I have underftood that there are..

- Do you know that the Exportation of Provifions from Ireland
is the next Trade, in Point of Confequence, to: the Exportation
of Linen ? . I N
I have always underftood that it is; and lately I have been par-
g:uﬁqx;ly informed, by a very large Contractor for Irith Pravifions,
that it 1s. ' EI - S

~ Is it not your Opinion, that the flourithing State o inen
Maqufaé’cure in Ireland arifes chieﬂ}yrv fromg thke”Lié‘e:‘?; v%lll?sa
they have of importing it Duty-free into this Country ;o
The flourithing State of the Linen Trade in Ireland is certainly
very much occafioned by the free Importation of it into this-
Country ; and the Preference it has in this Market is, I appré;
hend, to be accounted for in the Manner in which I have before.

{tated it, from the low Price of Labour.

Is it not’}roui‘ Opinion that th’e‘Duty'oh Houfes Wmd
anddLaﬁds;‘ ar:id th; Parifh Rates in this Country;,do greatlyogfj
ceed what is levied on the ‘Manufacurer in Ireland, u the
Name of Hearth Money? > s an ’ unfier ﬂ}e

I apprehend the Duty on Land, and the Parith Rates, do con-
ﬁdefably exceed that Hearth Money, as I have undéfﬂoc;d if;cgﬁt
I dq- not !cnow that the Duty” on' Houfes and Windows in this
Cafe applies, becaufe the Cottages in which the Manufacturers
refide are, [ believe, exempt from both. - ' o

, : I Do
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and Tax or Parith
Do you think the Manufacturers pay elthet Lan )
Rateg, achy mioré than they do the Duty on Houfes and Windows ?
The firft-mentioned Rates they will frequently be exempted
from—The Tax on Land I rather think will frequently apply.

What is the whole Expence per Cent. of brmgmg Goods from
d to the London Market 3
Irelm;m (;mtecertam, not being concerned in the Importatlon of
Irith Goods into the London: Market ; but the Avexage of the
Expences attending the Importation of Irith Goods into Great
Butam will not, I believe, exceed L. 21 pet Cent

What is the Expence of bunomg Goods from Manchef’cer to
by Land Carriage ?
Lo%cllcenEgpence of Landg Caxrlaoe on our: Amcles is: about ,(; 12
per Cent.’ . - ;

When you ftated, that you employed many Thoufand People in

d in the

Manufacure, and from Seven. hundred to One thoufan

lll‘lnmiguBuﬁnefs, did you mean to fay that they worked for you
-

alo';ehe Weavers employed in the. Manufa&ure- xnany;sof : thexp fre-

quently work for more. than One Houfe, thole in thePnnt;;ng

are. conftantly employed by ¢ One Houfe

inform the Committee of the Average Puce which
' WSfl‘nlnzll);l Clotton bore in the Britifh- Market for the Year:1784 2

T cannot ptemfely fpeak of the Average Price, there was a.con- -

fiderable Flu&uation in' the Price.

“Do you know the Average Price it bore in the Ir1fh Maxket for

the fame Year° v
No.

f’c ted the Expence of bungmg Irith Goods to the
Br?trl]flllerll/lZ:l?et, adxd you mgan to include in that the Inland Car-

riage from. the. Place of Manufaé’ture to the Place of ExportatxonP |

I did not.
And then the Witnefs. was. dlre&ed to. w1thdraw.

The Counfel 1nformed the Committee that he had no more
Witneffes to call. : , o

And he was heard. S
- And then he Was dir eéted to W1thdravv. ) e
To report a Pxogrefs, &c. o

Mercurii
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Mercurii, 6 die Aprilis 178s,

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, on the ‘Adjuft-

ment of the Commercial Intercourfe between Great Bri-
tam and Ireland

HE Committee being mformed That the Commlﬁioners of
the Cuftoms attended at the Door ; 4

They were called in, and prefented

The Report * of the Commiffioners for managmg, and caufing

to be levied and colle&ted, His Majefty’s Cuftoms, in return to an
Order of this Committee.

And then they were dxreé’ced to w1thdraw.

:And the Title 'of the faid Report was read.

To report a Progrefs, &'.c

& This Report being already printed, is not here inferted,
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Fovis, 7° die Aprilis 1785.

{COMMIT T EE of the Whole Houfe, on the Adjuftment
of the Commer,ciali-In;crcourfc»between Great Britain and

Treland.

—u~ H E Committee being informed, That the Commiffioners of .
. Excife attended at the Door ; ‘ 4

‘They were called in, and prefented

‘The Report # of the Commiffioners of Excife, in purfuance -of
- the Order of this Committee. - " -

” A‘nd»thke_n they were directed to withdraw.

And the Title of the faid Report was sead.

~ 'The Committee being informed, that Counfel attended on the
Part of the Petition of the Merchants, Manufacturers, and others,
refident in the Town and Neighbqurhood of Mancheiter.

Th@"Coqnfel (Mr. Erfkine) was called in.
Then the faid Petition was read, Setting forth, That the Peti-

tioners prefume, with all Humility, to exprefs how much they are

alarmed at the Propofitions which have been lately moved in the
Houfe, refpecting. the Commercial Intercourfe between Great Bri-
tain and Iréland, which as they conceive will, if pafled into a
Law, moft effentially’ injure the Commerce and Manufactures of
this Kingdom: And therefore praying, That they may be heard
~in-Support of their Petition at the Bar of the Houfe. ,

The Committee was moved, That the Petition of the Callicoe
ManufaGurers and Printers of the County Palatine of Lancafter,
and Counties adjacent, might be read. ‘ : ;

" And the fame being read accordingly ; ‘ o

The Counfel was heard in Support. of the Petition now under
Confideration. ‘

* This Report being already printed, is not here inferted,-

Mr
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Mr. THOMAS WALKER called in, and examined,

;_N:;s you examined before a Committee of Privy Council ?
.cv‘f . ’ ‘

On what Day was you firft examined ?
The 3 lﬂ: Day of January laft. .

" "Had vou Notice oi ‘ . , _
mined ?} 9“ otice glVefl’you on what Subje you was to be exa-

I had not.

?n whag (l)ccaﬁon was you in Bondon ?

T was elegated by the Town of Manchefter to deli ;
M}err;:loyxal.htolt'{lies ’{Ii:reafury, foliciting for a Repeal zf ;;Vi;gé
paffed in the laft Seffion, i fir uty “and ;
pafled in the 1 . impo mg éDuty on bleachgd and dyed

Had e Iri
Poﬁt?onsygu or your Employers any Knowledge of the Irith Pro-

I had not; nor did I ever hear that any One in the Town 6f

_ Mancheﬁerr had. -

It appears by the Report of the C. mittee il
Pase S gat o Waspafked - ommittee of Privy Council
‘¢ Have the Irith ManufaGurers any Ads r
- ¢¢ Britith in the Price of Laboifr ol vantage over the
And It)hat you was alfo afked, o
“ Do not you conceive that the Ar¢ and In it |
:: Brm{.h Manufa&urer will fecure to higx;n::x»y;nfvzﬁf
Towhs }t]age in thefe Branches of Trade?” '
owhich you gave‘certainAnfwers. Youwas thenatked ;e -
<6 ‘I‘f the Irith-and Britith Manufa@urers in ~thc‘(-Ceot;:on
¢ Trade were put upon the {ame Footing with refpect
“ to Taxes and Bounties, as well internally as upon
fxrport frc;{m ?n_ew Country to the other, fhould you
ave any. Reafon to apprehend ition in the
‘Wh N Brii_tifh or Irith .Marké)tP? "’—f-n + Competition iy e
"hat Anfwer did.you then give to this laft Quefti :
.That I conceived I had anfwered it by t}%Ar;i?v?e.rs' I had
given to the Two preceding Queftions, = S

Whether the fame Queftion was repeated :
iy ther the fame Queltion was reperted to you after you had
e g; ¥ CONC 1ved you had égfvyered it by the Two preced-
ftvwas, e
Do
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Do you recolle@ the Anfwer exaltly which you gave to the
Queftion, when put again?

T do not remember exactly, but I am very much miftaken if

the Word #hefe made any Part of it.

Who examined you ?
Mr. Jenkinfon.

Do you recollect to have had any Converfation with Mr. Jen-
kinfon as to what you meant ?by all Refpects, as contradlﬁ;mn
ouifhed from a// THESE Refpeéls é 7
bmlﬁ:izd.EWhen I wasexar{l};ned fome Days afterwards, Itold Mr.
Jenkinfon that by the Words all Refpects 1 meant that Ireland
and England fhould be on equal Terms.——He. af.ked me, if I
fuppofed that Great Britain could lay a Tax on Irith Windows,
Soap, and various other Articles, Whlch he §numerated; or, thgt
1 fuppofed that the Duties could be taken off the fame Articles in
England———to which I anfwered, that I had no fufzh Expectta~
tion, but that till that was done, or the . Countries were })y
‘fome Means put upon the fame Footing, the Irith and Engli(h

Manufactures would not be on the fame Footing. )

Was it not underftood between Mr. Jenkinfon and{yyou‘,y at
the Time of your laft Examination, that (when you faid, that if
‘the Cotton Trade ‘was protected by L.10% per Cent. it would

be a fufficient Security) you took into your Confideration like-

ife an Equality between the Countries myall othcr Refpedts ?
Wl‘I ‘underﬁfl’cdod yit in that Light, and I hav’cﬂy nQL'D_ou.bt but Mr.
Jenkinfon underftood it in the fgme~ Light. :
At bw;hay‘tr ‘Timcv did ztvhavt\‘ Converfation of the taxed State of
E'ngland, ands the untaxed State of Ircland, take place—fwas it on
_thé Day of your laft Examihation ? .

Has the Fuftian Trade to Ireland increafed. or decreafed of
Iate ? o o ,
It has decreafed very confiderably.

/It was on Saturday the sth of ‘February..

: To what do yoﬁ attribute that Decreafe ?

To the great Perfetion to’ which they. have brought ;hc Fuﬁian

* Manufa&tures. s e -
In what Parts of Ireland is the Euﬁian'_T'r_ade carried on to

‘ ateft Extent ? S
&jezéir?rgfperous, about Eighteen Miles from: Dublin, where I zign
: . ’ S D b t‘O, .
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told, in the Manufa&ure of Captain Bro.oke alone, there are at
this Time at leaft Five thoufand People employed. ’

Do- you know any other Parts of Ireland where this Manu-
fa&ure is carried on?

I am told that it is carried on at Belfaft, Newry, and Bal-
briggen. ' :

How long has the Fuftian Manufa&ure been eftablithed in
Ireland ? . /
~ They have manufactured Fuftians in {mall Quantities for fome
Time. I cannot fay the particular Time, but not in any Degree to
the Extent they now carry them on, till within thefe laft Two
or Three Years. " '

Do you know of any Offers made to any Manufa&urers or
principal Workmen to leave this. Country and fettle in Ire-
land ? \

I do—1I know feveral principal ManufaGurers who have lately
had very advantageous Offers made them to leave this Country
and go to Ireland ; and I have a Letter in my Hand, which, if I
am permitted to read, will point out very ftrongly the Advantages
that Country enjoys over this :—It is figned Thomas D. Brooke,
dated Profperous, gth December 1783, and dire€ed to Mr. R.
Worthington, Garret, near Manchefter,; and is to. the. following

Effet:

. Profperous, near Naas, Ireland,
- : : 9 December 17833,
Sir, o o : '

- You may perhaps ' think it extraordinary to be troubled -
with a Letter from a Stranger; but as a Brother Manufac-
turer I have heard of you, and ‘as.it is not impoflible but
that you may have heard of my Brother, Captain Brooke, I
hope you will excufe the Liberty I take. ~  ° ,

- The Purport of my Letter is to throw out for your Con-
fideration a Propofal for a Conneétion in the Printing Line;
and to enable you to judge how far fuch a Connection might

- be eligible, I fhall juft flate a few Circumftances.

ift.. Excepting on Coarfe Linens, there is very little

. Printing done inthis Kingdom, our Home Confumption

being chiefly fupplied from your Side ; and the Goods pay a

Duty of £. 10 per Cent.and will probably have a heavier Duty
-laid on before this Seflion of Parliament is over.

« 2dly.  We have no Printers here with any Capitals worth

.~ naming, and therefore .the Bufine(s is very badly con-

ducted. I - o
' N | 3dly.
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3dly.  Our Fadtory is the only One in the Kingdom in
which any confiderable Quantity of good Cottons or Calli-
coes are made, excepting One or Two others.

4thly. There is no Excife Duty here.

sthly. There is the fame Freedom of Export that you
- enjoy in England, Linens much cheaper, and high Bounties
on low-priced Printed Goods.

Now from thefe Premifes I think the following Conclu-
fion may be drawn, viz. That a complete and well-conducted
Printing Eftablithment here would turn out moft advan-
tageoufly.—And to prove that greater Advantages would be
derived from attempting it in Connection with us, than
from any Strangers attempting it fingly, I fhall mention the
following Circumftances. ‘

1ft. A ready Market is eftablifhed for the Sale of all we
manufacture; and the public Tide is in our Favor.

2dly. We are acquainted with the Cuftoms of the
Country, and the People in it. ‘ '

3dly. Our Capital, and the Number of our Looms,
enables us to extend in whatever Department of the Manu-
fature:turns to beft Account. ' -

4thly.  Our Situation is convenient, only Eighteen Miles |

- from Dublin ; we have the Benefit of Water Carriage by the
Canal ; the Land on which our Fattory is eretted, and all the
Buildings, belong to my Brother, fo that there can be no
‘Combinations ; and we might form what Regulations we
pleafed, provided they were not unjuft. v

sthly. The Water is uncommonly good. for bleaching
and dying; and Firing is plenty. . -

6thly. Almott all the expenfive Work is done, the Green
complete, Coppers, Prefles, Stoves, Callendars, &c. &c. &c.
all in working Order, fo that we might ftart into the moft
extenfive Work even this Spring. '
~ #thly.  We have fome excellent Hands in the Machinery
Way, with all neceffary Tools and Work Shops.—~We work
Charles Taylor’s Patent Machine to full Yard Wides in Per-

B T T T

- Mafter of it:—1I forgot to mention, that this is a

~ here, by the Printers followin

-all over before the Drapers could get their Goods fr
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~withes for a Conne&ion in the Printing De artm
for the following Reafons :—When .wge begin thnl‘t/’laii(—i
fa&ture, we were obliged to do every thing, or nothing ; and
accordingly we now {pin, weave, cut, dyé, drefs, ﬁ’ni[h
bleach, and print; to fuperintend and manage which is toc;
extenfive for Mr. Ogden and myfelf, who have the chief
=Gu1danc<? of every Thing ; and befides, the Length of Time
Goods lie on Hands, from the Raw Cotton t] they are
P.rmted, fold, .and paid for, demands a very :powerful’ Ca-
pital.——Having been thus explicit, I thall juft mention
that I would not with to form a Conneion with a Perfon
who would not throw in at leaft L. 5,000, more if he
pleafed, and we fhould equal him, or not, as might be
agreed.—-We thould leave the generalCénduc‘f of th‘ge‘" B’u»;
finefs entirely to the Partner, whom I would fuppofe to be
Country than your’s, and that Labour is cheaper ggcegfc?f
ingly ; and I alfo omitted to mention, that there is a late
Act of Parliament made here, which guards againft the
itl)aantgerofllxls. Con{{eq{ue’ixél“tces which frequently ufed ?o attend
renerinips.—Refpedting my Brother’s. : ;
.own, I fhall leave tphat togthe};Mor(ifi?er " Charagier, and m}

I am, Sir,
. Your very humble Servant, o
o - Thomas D. Brooke,
~ P.S. The Printing Bufinefs has been greatly kept down
ey : g Englifh Patterns ; {o that
ty, and good Prices attending that Novelty, was

Printers,——1If One of : ' om the
your Sons were fixed ‘here
gproper C9r;efpondence preferved, I will Ve:tcure :ge’{aaniv:
{hould fkim the Cream of th@Irifh Market, -~ Y,

feCtion, infomuch as to execute narrower and neater Bengals »,paz‘fil;]i:)hzrigv tl:ieo RZ%“;E;E{S O}f; the Irith Parliament fhould
Fha_n was ever done in any Printing Grpund (to my .Bc'hcf ). 3 ‘Manufaurers tr’ansfer};ing their 'Ctaeisalwgu}d be Danger of the
in Europe; and we have befides fome other extraordinary I am confident that the Manufaiéfuref ' Of rc}?lflqd? o
Machines, - calculated for Expedition.—We have for fome transfer their Capitals to Ireland ; g ars of this Country would,
Time printed our Cottons; Callicoes, and Velverets; and juft read, it appears to me, that Lo an fl‘Oﬂ} the Letter I have
‘although we can execute as good Work as any in the King-~ (ST R, L APpears to.me, that 15 all the_lf-?,{,h want, ’
dom, and although my Brother has lately got a Parlia~ e B TR TEA TR A S T
~mentary Grant of Twenty-five thoufand Pounds, ye}:{hhc
- “withes

e
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‘Whether the. pféhibitory"Duty upon Cotton, Which exifts at
prefent, is not One of the Reafons why the Irith Cotton Manu-
facturer wants a Capital ? ‘ '

™3
G
&
Recad

T

Examined 6y Members of the Committee.

I am greatly of Opinion that it is the chief Reafon. ngle é?og)mittec wasbmo;ed,‘That the Minutes of a certain Part
Vhether, i " ‘s of d the Eng- & of the Evidence given by this Witnefs, on Monday the 21{t of
li ]W’\ljiethke;t’ (1)f zlslet(o:(zg:; i\fil}?lgfz{hi?;spoei%?r?idt}}::y could n%‘t . March laft, before a Committee oi:" ghe Whole Houle, to whom it
inde 'faill' I pM facturers at Manchefter ? ' 5 was referred to confider of the Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy,
llﬂldel i %‘]eﬁ'azym%?ade ~in which I ‘am concerned, in many Land Owners, Merchants, Manufaturers, Dyers, Bleachers, and
Art?:ltesel hl:we1 no Doub; but that they could at this Time do it ; Othér‘s"int._er.ei“t.ed in ‘the F u‘{’[ian de@: in' the Towns of Man-
and I have every Reafon to believe, thatina fhort Time they would : zh{;ﬁex, Sglf?ld?(j}?o']tfnr Leigh, Warrington, Rochdal(;,\ Oldham,
underfell us in the other Fuftian Articles :—In the Check Trade, 1 i %‘ten},z ul{” 11or 7 StOCkPOFt‘,..MaCCICSﬁcld, and Chapel en
from the Irifh having the Raw Material from [. 7% to L. 1o per § N rith, 2};}('1?1; re io:oughf of Wigan and Nf:wton, and 9(-' the
Cent. or more cheaper, befides the Advantage of Labour, Exemp- ¥ iéifpeﬁllvc ‘felg hourhoods of §h01§ TQW‘QS and B‘(')I'O'ng'hs, in the
tion from Taxation, &c. the fame Argument holds good with refpect oglntlas ; ‘Lanccaﬁcr,‘Cheﬁer, a'{xd Derby, refpecting his Exami-
to the Small Ware Trade ;% and I have been told, by the Firft n;ltl%gﬁ € C}.I‘Ca ommittee of Privy Council, mlg%lt be read to
Manufacturer in Manchefter in the Silk Way, that if thc? Irith | ~ the Witnefs;
Refolutions pafs into a Law, it will be impofiible for him to
carry on his Trade in this Country. , ;oo

And the fame was read accordingly, and is as follows : —

- Do you think that if the Britih and Irith Manufaétures in the Cotton

% Whether the Iriﬂl‘Réfolutions Wﬂlaﬂ-’e& theExport Trade of Trade. were. put on the}'ame Footing with refpe@® to Taxes and
g this ManufaGure? = - \ B - ‘ ; v ~ DBounties upon the Manufaéture, without being pat precifely on the
o I am of Opinion, that ‘the Ninth Refolution may very ma- - fame Footing in re{pect to all relative Circumf{tances, that all Dread of-
g terially affe& the EXPOI"t;TI'adTC to Ruffia and Germany. ; ’ : - Competition of the Irith Manufa&ure to the Britith wouldbe removed

1 do not, nor ever dids

-

B st

In what Manner would it affe& that Trade?

i By fecuring ‘to Ireland the eternal Right of importing into . : Did you ever confent to its being ftated to be your Opinion, that fuch
: England her Linens Duty-free, and by prc,gludmg this Country f , Dread would be removed ? ‘
at any Time from lowering the Duties upon, thofe of Ruffia and No.
| than to the Irith, you will account for the Difference of the Price. ' ; o o R might beread s -
1 have the Copies of Two. Invoices here ¥—By One of which it ] © And the fame was read accordingly, and is as follows

appears, that the Expences are Seven and a Half per'Cent. ; and
by the other Thirteen—~The Reafon why One fo much excef:dg
the other is, that the latter isa coarfer Kind of Yarn, of which

the low-priced Checks are manufactured, and onwhlch the

.~ Whether every Queftion put to you by the Comumiittee of Privy Council,
© after it was ftated was not diftinétly read to you and Mr. Richardfon?
Certainly. o :

. Duties fallrthe{heavie&.j R U MR gl Inform the Committee whether every Anfwer that was givén by you and

' . o o : e Mr. Richardfon was not read over to- you after it was: taken down by
' : O : : 7 ‘ the Clerk of the Council ? :

* Copies of thefe Invoices are inferted at the End of this, Day’s Examination, — , . It was; but I do now recolle& a Circumf{tance, and which I did not till

' R -marked (A)and(B), T s | © ' this Day recolle®, which I mentioned, and which I do not fee in the

k T printed Report, neither was it in the written one, which was—When I

ftated to the Committee of the Council the Increafe of the Fuftian Ma-

Q . nufacture

Examined
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nufa@ure in-Ireland, I mentioned a Circumitance that I had from the
beft Authority, of a Gentleman from. America, who I think, as my
Memory ferves me, Eighteen Months ago came to purchafe Manu-
factures where he could meet with them on the beft Terms, having
the Advantage of Ready Money ; he bought but few Fuftians in Man~
chefter, affigning for a Reafon, that he had been in Ireland, where he
thought he could meet with them on better Terms, but that he would
take a few from Manchefter, which he did, and the Remainder he
purchafed from Ireland in his Return to America, with which he was
. fo much better fatisfied, that, as [ am informed, he wrote his Man-
chefter Correfpondent he fhould want no more Goods from Man-
chefter.

You will inform the Committee, whether you was not permitted to cor-
re& your Evidence, if there was any Qmiffion or Miftake; and whe-
ther 'you did not go with the Clerk of the Privy Council into the
Room for that Purpofe ? '

I certainly did. '

Whether you was not permitted to have, and had a Copy of your own
Evidence before the (,ommxttee of Council ?
I had.

Whether you did not fend'in to the Commxttee of Councd Corrections
of your own Evidence ?
I did.:

 Whether the following Queftion was not put to you or Mr. Richard-

fon§ and whether you did not give the following - An{wer, viz.

¢ Q. If the Cotton Manufa&tures of Ircland are made fubject to a Duty
« of £.10% per Cent. on Importation into Great Britain, do you ap-
¢ prehend the Irifh Manufacturer will be able to fupply the Englith
<«¢ Market; to the Detriment of the Cotton Trade of this Country ?
A. If the Cotton Trade of this Country was proteéted by a Duty of
¢ £, 10 per Cent. upon the Importation of Cotton Goods from
st Ireland into this Country, we apprehend it would. be a {ufficient
¢ Security to our Trade for the Home Confumptxon.

4

"

Certain]y; but it had a Reference to ‘the former Part of my Evidence.
The Witnefs then read that vadence from the printed Report,

as follows.

% Q. Have

5y \MM R T e
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¢ Q. Have the Irifh Manufalturers any Advantage over the Britith in
¢¢ the Price of Labour®
¢’ Manufaéturers
¥ A. We conceive that Labour is much cheaper there than here, but in
¢ what Proportion we cannot fay. The Irifh muft have a great Ad-
¢¢ vantage in the Cheapnefs of Provifions, béfides being exempt from
- ¢ Land Tax, and Excife on Soap, Candles, Leather, and many other -
¢¢ Ar;icles, while we are burthened therewith, and in-Stamp Duties
¢ upon Bms, Receipts, &c. &c. We know they have many of our
¢ Machines already, and we have no Doubt they will foon have -
¢ them all. f

¢ Q. Do not you conceive that the Art and Ingenuity of the Britifh
¢« ManufaGturer will fecure to him an Advantage'in thefe Branches
¢ of Trade?
¢ Manufaclturers
¢« A. Undamped, unchecked, and untaxed, we have not a Doubt but

¢ he will be equal, if not fuperior, to any ‘other Manufa&urer in
¢t the World,

<¢ Q. If the Irifh and Britith Manufa@urers in the Cotton Frade were
¢ put upon the {ame Footing with refpe€t to Taxes and Bounties,
¢ as well internally as upon Export from One Cou“ntry to the other,
¢¢ thould you have any Reafon to apprehend a Competition - in the
¢¢ Britith or Irith Market?

“ A, If we were put in ali thefe Refpe@s upon.equal Térms, we fhould
¢ not apprehend a. Competition at either Market,

“ The Comfmttee think it- proper in this Place to inform Your Majeﬁ},
¢ that the above Witnefles fent the next Day, and deﬁred to correct
¢ their former Anfwer.

e Manufa&urers

“ A, If we can, in all Refpefis, be put upon equal Terms, England o
¢ and Ireland will naturally fupply themfelves with Cotton Goods
< for their internal Confumption, and in Foreign Markets we fhall
“¢ meet upon-equal Terms; except in America and the Weft Inidies,
where Ireland will certainly have an Advantage in Freight and In-
furance, exclufive of the very great Savmg the wxll en_loy m the
¢ Vx&uallmg of her Ships.”

-~

(11

I 1

o

Then the Witnefs proceeded.

My Idea was, tﬁat if we were in all Refpe&ts upoh equal Terms, £, 10f
per Cent, would be a prote&ing Duty to this Country.
Did
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Did you ever. apply to the Council to corre@ or explain that hlaﬁ
Anfwer ix; the Manner now ftated, or in any other Manner what~

{oever?

1 did not.

‘Was not Mr. Thomas Sfan]ey, a Member of this Houfe, prefent at the
Examination beforebthe_ Committee of Privy Council .?

- He was.

Did you not take it for granted, before you qgitt?d tk:‘e C;zm‘:};:::se zf;
Privy Council, that it was perfe&lyxmd'erﬂood by ;::, \ ::i o of
that Committee, that this Expreffion all Refpects” had a R
rence to the former Anfwer?

Undoubtedly. .

Do you recolle& the Chairman of the Committee of Privy ?ouncil de-
ﬁzng t6 have the Words ¢ iz a/l THESE Rejpecis” inﬂead of the Words

< in all Refpetts?

: Pérfe&ly' well,

We‘re the. Weords taken as you defired to have them taken ?
I do not recollect the Word zhefe being Part of my Anfwer.

[The Queﬁion and Anfwer again fhewn him.]

Is not that taken in all Refpets as you defired it to be taken?

. 1 do not recolle& that the Word hefe, in the Firft Anfwer, in Page 35,

flood Part of my Evidence.

Was nof: you afterwards allowed to corre&t ity gnd does it not {’cand‘ in
: . 2R
the Anfwer, as cortelted, € in all Refpeéts? |
Certainly. '

YWas Mr. Thomas Stanley prefent when you was examined the Second
Time? ‘ ‘
He was.

Whether, when you gave your Anfwer, alluded to in Page 40, you.
,

-apprehended, after what previoufly pafled, that it coulq be;c::?ér;zi
to mean that £. 10% per Cent. Duty would be a fuﬂicxen:l T et
to the Englith Cotton Manufaéturer, England am‘i Ire(llan Pno g
put on an Equality in the Points you had before alluded tf) t e
1 certainly did not apprehend that it could be‘a’cvgnﬁrue into .
that £. 104 per Cent. would ‘prqte& the’Ho“n‘xe ‘Co:n,fqr:np;m‘un f th
Countrys
R Ts
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~ Rand a this Bar, -

« having.a Copy at Home ; which, whether it was: fent to me at m
.. Requett, or Mr, Jenkinfon’s Oﬂ'cr,;ll,i;anggog fay. ..
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Is the Committee to underftand, that if this Houfe had proceeded on an
Opinion, that in your Judgment the £:10 % per Cent. would have been
a fufficient ProteQion, without any other Meafure being taken to -

render the Situation of the Countries equal, they would have proceeded
under a Miftake of your real Opinion ?

Certainly under a very great Miftake,

Have not you and Mr. Richardfon been frequently in Town fince you
laft attended the Committee of Privy Council ? :

We have been into Lancafhire fince that Time, where we ftaid 2 Fort-
night; and have been in London fince the 13th Inftant,

Was not you in Town for fome Days immediately after you attended
the Committee of Privy Council ? . '

We were.

Did you ever apply. to explain or correét your laft ,Anfwe? P
1 did not.

Had you ever the leaft Id¢a that that Anfwer could be made ufe of in
Support of the Propofitions pafled in the Irith Parliament, and now
under the Confideration of a Committee of the Houfe of Commons ?

- T certainly had not.

~ When you was before the Committee of Privy Council, was the Ob.
. je& of your Examination in any Degree explained to you ?

Not till T had been there fome Time; for I conceived that we were
fent for upon the fam

ne Occafion on which I have now the Honour to

Was it not explained to you before yp;;A cérre&éd;your Evidence, and
before you gave your laft Anfwer? o ,

I cannot pretend to fay whether it was not fuggetted to me after I had
been examined for fome Time by Mr. Stanley, that the Purport of the
Examination was not for the Purpofe of the Repeal of the Fuftian
Tax, which [ thought it was, but concerning the Irith Bufinefs;
upon which I remarked, that that was a Subject of that Magnitude,
that I neither confidered myfelf, nor any other Manufa&urer, compe-

tent to give Evidence or an Opinion on a Quettion of fuch Magni-
tude : Upon which it was remarked, and I think by Mr. Jenkinfon,

_ that if we would attend that Evening at the Office of the Clerk of the

" Privy Council, we thould have a fair Copy of our Evidence to perufe

and corre@ :—I did not with my Opinion to be relied on without

v

P " Did
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‘Did you attend the Committee of Privy Council on an Intimation that
Queftions relating to the Intercourfe between Great Bri@ain and Ire-
land were in Agitation ?

1 did note

How happened you to attend the Committee of Privy Council ?

In confequence of a Note fhewed to me by Mr. Stanley, on Sunday 3oth
January, which he had received from Mr. Rofe, requefting that he
Would defire the Manufa@turers to attend at the Privy Council the
next Day at 11 0’Clock. We were Four ; Two Manufa&urers and
“T'wo Printers—Mr. Stanley accompanied us; and, prefuming it was
on our Bufinefs, we went to the Treafury, and were then dire&ted to
go to the Council ; but not One of the Party had the leaft Idea that

it was on the Irifh Bufinefs.

Are you fure that you did not voluntarily, of your own Accord, attend
on the Subjedt of what was going on between Epgland and Ire-
land ? ‘ .

1 am very confident that I did not, -nor Mr. Richgrdfon nelther."-‘?-We‘ :
fent, on the 16th of February, fome Information to Mr. Jenkinfon;
which we had received from Manchefter, and which is infgrted in the
Report—We were only there on the 3}1}January agd sth F gb’ruary,

_ —we were fent for both Times. o ' :

"You having fpecified certain Exemptions from Taxcs» and Puties which
the Irifh enjoy, and which gave them an Advantage in this Manufac-
ture above Great Britain—whether you do not think that the reftric-
tive Terms of being put on equal Termsin all THESE Refpefis, was not
a clofer Anfwer, and more juft Conclufion, upon which the Commit-
tee of Privy Council was to fprm theiy:]udgmen‘t, than the more ge-
neral Terms of all Refpeéts? o .

' When we were examined the Second Time before the Committee of
Privy Council, and obje&ed to the Word thefe, wl:\ich Mr, Jenkinfon
ftrenuoufly contended for, we as firenuoudly ’éq‘ntt‘md.ed for tl}g Word"
all, which we then conceived, and do now spnce}vg, apphes more
ftrongly to the Interefts of this Country than the Word thefe. :

. The Committee was alfo moved, That the Minutes of the laft |

Queftion and Anfiwer of the fame Evidence might be read s

And the fame was read accordingly, and is as follows :

‘Do you mean, by the Declaration, ¢¢ that a Member of the Privy Council |
- ¢ firenuoufly infifted on the Ufe of the Word thefe,” that any Member

of the Pivy Council had endeavoured to fuggelt to you Expreflions

T
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different from your own Meaning and Intent ; or, whether it was in-
tended only to prevent your correéting any Expreffion you had before
made ufé of ? ’ ‘

When we came to the Committee of Council, on Saturday the 5th of
February, Mr. Jenkinfon mentioned the Diftin&ion between all and
thefe 3=—upon our giving our Ideas of what we meant by the Word a/l,
Mr. Jenkinfon replied, you do not fuppofe it poffible for Great Britdin
to impofe the fame Taxes upon Ireland under which fhe herfelf
labours ; which we readily admitted that fhe could not, but remarked
that unlefs Great Britain had fome Equivalent, the Englith could not
be upon equal Terms with the Irith Manufa&urer. « '

Then the Witnefs was afked, -

Was that the Evidence you gave before a Committee of this
Houfe? '

It was.

Was not Mr. Fawkener the Clerk of the Privy Council; whom
yo‘IiI attended on ‘the Night of the 31ft of January laft?
1e was. o A ‘ ‘

How long was you with Mr. Fawkener at that Time?
Whilt I read over the Evidence ;=~how long that took I cannot
fay. ' : Lo S

Were not many Cotrections made in your and Mr. Richard-
fon’s Evidence at that Time, at your Defire ? '
There were fome, but I do not think there were many. -

Had not you and Mr. Fawkener, at that Time, fome Dif~
courfe on the Words #befe Refpects 2 \
Not that I recollect.

Did not you exprefsly confent, at that Time, that the Word
thefe thould ftand Part of your Evidence ?- . a

That I am very confident I did not; nor do I recollett its
having been mentioned. ' ‘ " ‘

Are you fure that the Word #h¢fe was not 'in the Copy of the
Evidence which was then read to you ? : ,
" To that Queftion I muft give the fame Anfwer that I have
often done, that I do not remember its ever being Part of my Evi
dence. =~ o o

Do you know that any Number of ManufaGturers in the Cotton \
T'rade have yet gone from this Country to Ireland ? ' :
I know fome that have ; and though without Property, and not

A
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i . ial Service to
of the higheft Reputation, they have rendered effential
Ireland, %nd done much Injury to Englandv.-——fThe Mr. Ogden

- alluded to in the Letter which I received from Mr. Brooke, was

i a Servant of mine, at either Six or Eight Shillings a
;\%fcleigsbut [ am confident not more than Eight; and_ that Man
has been a very principal Means of bringing the F u{han Marlxlue
faCory to the Perfection it is now of in Ireland, though he has
been there but a few Years, I believe not above Three or Four.

Do you know any of Property or Reputation that have gone
from this Country to lreland ? o _

I do not; but I khow feveral that wﬂl g0, 1f" the Irith Refolu-
tions pafs into a Law. S

Do you know what are the Prices that Mr. Brooke pays to his
Manufa&urers, in the feveral Branches? | S
I do not.

Do you know whcther; on the Whole,. they are greater or lefs
than are paid at Manchefter ? ' :
I thould prefume lefs.

Do you know whether the: Prices Of:ﬁ Labqur. of Cax:pent'ers,

‘Bricklayers, or other Mechanics, are lefs in. Ireland than in Great

Britain? .

I donot. o o

" Is not Linen Yarna more important Article in the- Manufa&ure

of Linen, than. it is in the Manu‘faé’cur,e__ of’"‘ any 90;}09 ) (':‘r;o_ods

whatfoever ? E A T
Undoubtedly.

‘Do you know whether Great Britain has or has not a qop‘fti"d‘er-r

I do not know enough of the Linen 'Manu'fa&qrc of this“:C‘;o‘un-
try, to anfwer t‘hat‘ Queftion with any Certamty"“T LT
~What do you underftand by the Capital of a Manufa&urer,

“whether Money only, or do you add to it Buildings and Credit ?

Money, and all the Property he is poffefled of after all his

In carrying on his T rade, do not y.od confider his Buildings -and;

Credit as Part of his Capital ?

I confider his Buildings as l?agi of hﬁ I{;opgrty,’
as avery great Advantage to him. -

.

and his Credit
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Do not many Manufatturers trade to-a much greater Extent

“than their Property after their Debts are paid?
I'have no Doubt but they do.

Is it in the Power-of a Manufacturer to remove his Buildings
to another Country, without great Lofs, or without affeCting his
Credit ?. ‘ '

"There muft be fome Lofs" in the Sale of his Buildihgs certainly ;

- —as to his Credit, if he is a Man of Property I do not conceive
how that can be affected by his Removal elfewhere.

Does not his Credit depend on'the Knowledge which his
Friends and Neighbours have of him, and on other local Circum-
Ttances? ‘ ' P - :

In fome Degree it may.

Is there any Part-of the Evidence, which is entered as having

‘been given before another Committee of this Houfe, on which
‘you defire to make any Remark, for the ‘particular Information of

-this-Committee ? ‘
I was going to remark, that it is ftated in the printed Report

-of the Council, ¢ That Mr. Richardfon and I fent the Day after

we had'been firft examined, and defired to corre the former
“ Anf{wers,” which I muft take upon me to fay is a Miftake
-which I wifh; to have corrcéted,, as we never fent,at all. ,'

Did not you fend at that Time a correed Anfwer to the laft

‘Queftion that was put to you on the Firft Day you was exa-
‘mined before the Committee ? ‘ o ‘

~We fent a corre&ed Anfwer, it is very true—we- returned our

:Evidence, that was the Fa&: But it is ftated in the Report, that

we {ent forit; which we did not.

Whether it was not youé and Mr Richardfon;’s Defire, that the

Evidence thould ftand correéted in the Manner in which you fo re-
turned it? - ‘ o

It was, as a Note of ours to Mr. Fawkener will, if it is referred

to, explain :—Therefore M;i'.‘Ri‘chardfon and I were very much fur-
prized to fee in the printed Report Two Anfwers publithed to the

fame Queftion ; particularly as the One was an incorreé One, and

-all our qthcr-AnfwerSi were publifhed in the correced State only;

Whether it was not your With, that the Evidence, as correGed

by you, thould be as fair and complete as you could make it?

It certainly was,
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Whether you think any of the Circumftances flated by you, in

" Anfwer to the Examination by the Counfel at the Bar, as* being -

omitted in the printed Report of the Council, are material towards
underftanding your Evidence? ; ‘
‘I-fhould think that my Evidence, having References to the
“former Anfwers, very f{ufficiently explained itfelf, at leaft I
“underftand it in that Light.—I wifh to fay, that when I men-
tioned the £. 10 % per Cent. I meant to refer to the Expreflion

- of « unchecked, undamped,”—&c. &c. underftanding it in that
Light, it ftands right. If others underftand it ‘in that Light, I
- have no other Explanation to give. -
Is. the Committee to underftand you, that the Evidence, as
* ftated in the Report of the Council, appeared to you, and fill
~continues to appear to you, to contain all that is material towards
“underftanding your Opinion on the Subject of the Queftions put
‘to you? ' ‘ _
It is impoffible for' me to fay what Light other People may

underftand my Evidence in; but I myfelf am perfectly con—“

vinced that £. 10 per Cent. cannot be, under all Circumftances,
a protecting Duty to the Cotton Manufa&ure of this. Country,
unlefs Ireland and England are upon equal Terms -in all other
Do you imagine that will be collected to be your Opinion, from
the following Words of your Anf{wer at the Privy Council—<¢ If

«" the Cotton Trade of this Country was prote¢ted by a Duty

¢« of [.10% per Cent. upon the Importation of Cotton Goods
< from Ireland into this Country, we apprehend it ‘would be
¢« g fufficient Security . to our Trade for the Home Confump-
« tion?” : ' : E

If that Anfwer was read alon‘e,_.vi‘t Would by 1‘1__‘6;‘M.‘eans ¢°f_1‘.’;e}’ !n)’:

Meanin g

If you had thdught there had been any Circumftances omitted:

in your Evidence, which rendered it not fufficiently clear or intel-
Tligible, would not you have thought it your Duty to f{upply fuch

Omiffion ; and had not you an Opportunity of doing {o when the

Evidence was fent to you to:be corretted ?

Had . I conceived that any other - Conftruction: could havé beAe‘n}:

poflibly put upon it but the One I myfelf meant, I moft certainly

{hould have defired to have correted it ; but'T muft beg Leave to 7

ftate, that this Part of my Evidence was never fent to me-to cor=

re&, nor did I ever fee it after.I quitted the Council Chamber

~ Whether |

-with Mr, Stanley.

R e
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Vl‘{ihgther i& evec; 'o"ccu;red to you, that the Anfwer alluded to
could be conftrued to refer to @ Par¢ of what h : and
could be contrae a Part of what gd preceded, and

I hdd no Idea but what it referred to the Whole of my Evi-
dence. R SN e . '

Do you recolle@t whether you did not ftate the Advantapes
againft ‘the Englith Manv_qfa&ulyevto be above double the ,{? t'?ﬁsf.
per Cent.? e

I do not recollect that I did—but if T had, in fome Articles of -
the F‘u{’tiar‘r"Trade; I thould not have afferted more than \lislliisﬁ“of
can now prove. ‘ S

Is the Committee then to underftand you, that when in your
Anfyver you faid, ¢ the Protection of ,}(f,‘ 104 would %;nfﬁ%‘i
¢ cient,” it was on a Suppofition of the Two Countries bein
likewife on equal Footings in all Refpeéts, with regard to :internagi-
Taxes, as well upon other Articles of Confumption as the Cotton

A Mapufa&ure, and with regard to the Price of Labour, and every
Tl}mg elfe attending the Expence of the Manufacture? Y
- It was.. e : ' ‘

Is th§3~~Comm§ttee,‘to underftand, that other Anfwers of yours
containing your ‘Opinion of what might or what might not -‘bé'
apprehended from the Competition of Ireland, were é):111'0‘ to be
underftood with a Reference to the antecedent Part of your Exa-
mination? o Tn

The Witnefs fays he does not underftand the Queftion. '

Queftion repeated. ' v |

“Then, the Queftion being obje@ed ‘,t‘o,, ‘
The Counfel and Witxle[S' were dire&ed to withdraw.
Called inagain. =~ o |

Queftion repeated.

The Witnefs afksé whether that Queftion refers to any parti-
cular Anfwer ; and if it does, he defires the Anfwer to be read.”

It does not mean to refer to any particular Anfwer, but to afk in
general, whether, as far as you recolle®, you did, thfoughl the .
Courfe of your Examination, in the Anfwers ybli gave, kee 1n |
your own Mind a Reference as well to the plfecedinngkal,minaIt)ion
as to the particular Queftion? -~ - o T e

ThlS“‘iS‘,f" I' prefume, {peaking of the'laft Examination before 3
the. Council—In the laft Examination I certainly alluded to thé
Evidence I gave at my former Examination. B
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“fn both the Anfwers you gave at the 1aft Examination, <had

_you the fame. Reference to the Anfwers you had given at your

former Examination ? : o
‘In the laft Anfwer I certainly had ‘that Reference ; but I muft

“beg Leave to obferve, that I had not the moft diftant Idea that this

Examination of mine was-to be;printed, or that.it was to be ex-
plained by any Man but Mr. Jenkinfon, who.I -confidered as a

" Gentleman who would have given my Examination that Interpre-

tation that it was fairly entitled to, from knowing a Number of

Circumftances which do not appear in:jth‘c,:printed;:Report. '
-Queftion repeated. o ‘ ‘ ~ : :
The' former . Anfwer, if I recolle&t ity refers ‘to- Duties and

‘Bounties only in the Cotton Manufacture. g '

Is'the Committee then to- underftand, that:the former . Anfwer

“does not refer, in -all Refpects, to that "Equality which the latter

Anfwer is fuppofed to do? ; :
T muft beg Leave here'to obferve, that T had ‘no Opportunity
of corre&ing either of thofe Anfwers; "nor does- it'appear to me 2
Matter of the leaft Confequence to the Public, whether I had
either- corre@ed them, or given them—if the Committee will
only take into Confideration what could be the poflible Ufe that
could be made of them; for it furely cannot be 'fuppofcd;‘ that
.the Opinion of a Fuftian Mantifacurer is by any Means neceflary
‘to ‘juftify a Matter of fuch great Importance as ‘the Eftablith~
ment of a Commercial Intercoutfe between Great Britain -and
Ireland—for, if it has any Meaning, it muft be Juftification for
its Objet, and not Information, when my Evidence was taken
‘only Forty-eight Hours before Mr. Orde moved the Propofitions
in the Irith Houfe of Commons. .~ A
When you fpeak of the Opinion of 2 ‘Fuftian .Manufa&urer,
~do you mean ‘Opinion on the ‘general Queftion, or” with refpect
to your own Trade ? _ S e

To the general Queftion.

During the whole Period of the Examination before the Privy -

Council, had you any Knowledge whatever, or any Information
‘or Conjecture, refpecting the Eleven "P'ijo‘poﬁit‘ions'o,f_'.thé\.lrifh Par-

liament, relative to which you are now giving your Evidence? = -

“Not the moft diftant Idea..

NQW that you have feen thofe Propofitions, and jhaveconﬁdered, ‘

them, ‘do_you, ‘on the fulleft Deliberation, thmk, that;,,l“,’ L10%
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per Cent. will be a fufficient Protecion to the Manufa@ures of
this Country ?
I do not.

In the Converfation with Mr. Fawkener, for the Purpofe of
corre&ing your Evidence, was Mr. Richardfon prefent ?

He was. ]

Was the Evidence read to you and Mr. Richardfon, or did you
read it yourfelves ? : .
.I cannot fpeak poﬁtively to that.

You have ftated that you believe great Capitals will remove from
‘this Country to Ireland, if the Propofitions pafs into a Law—
do you believe that {kilful Workmen will go with the Capitals ?

1 have no Doubt but that they will. ' ' '

Though the Wages of inferior Workmen may in general be
“dow in Ireland, is it not extremely probable that high Wages
would be given to‘Perfons peculiarly {kilful, to induce them to
remove, and to take Charge of the increafing Manufatures ¢

‘No Doubt but there would. ‘

In fpeaking of the Removal of Capitals, is it not probable that
‘Parts of Capitals would be removed from particular Houfes in

Trade ? . ‘
"I am well authorized in faying that there would be.

May not-a Part of a Manufa&urer’s Capital be removed, without
.expofing him to the Expence of fuffering Lofs by his Buildings,
-and-the other Lofles you before mentioned? = :

- Certainly. O ‘

" In the Fifth Propofition, you will have obferved, that whena
“Duty is laid.in this Country on the Manufature, or the Materials
.of the Manufa&ure, that Duty is to be countervailed by a fimilar

Duty upon the Importation of the fimilar Manufa&ures into this

Country ;—will then the Duty of One Penny per Yard, to be paid
-on-the Importation .of Irifh manufactured Cotton into this Coun-
try, as the countervailing Duty of the One Penny per Yard: im- -
pofed by the A& of the laft Seffion, be a Compenfation for the

Manufaure of this Kingdom, fo as in that Refped .to place the
%Engliﬂl'and‘lriﬂi Manufacturer on an equal F ooting ?. ' '

- By no Means, for the Irifh Manufacturer will only be charged
-with One Penny per Yard in the Englith Port, whiltt the Eng-

lith Manufacturer, independant of paying the fame Sum in’ the
Firft Stages of his Manufatture, will, by the Excife Laws; have
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been {fubjeted to vériohs Reftri&ions, ‘Eml.:al'i'aﬁ”xnents, ’Imped}ﬁ
:euts Ijiifks, and Expences, which the Irith M_anufaé’tqrer wi
ﬁqve ’been totally exempt from, and which will operate as a

‘Bounty to the Irifh Manufacture in the fame Degree that it op~

prefles the Englith Manufacture.- :
| How long has Mr. Brookes’s Manufacturé been eftablithed in
Treland ? ‘ :

I do not know.

Is it carried on to any confiderable Extent ?
I prefume it is. ‘

Do you. know, or believe, that the Cotton Goods-are t}tlerg Pmaf.
nufactured cheaper than at Manchefer or its qughbc)fq; o% L

If a Judgment may be formed from the Decreafe of the: {; ian
Trade from Great Britain to Ireland within the laft ¥ Qurh «E‘ars,,
and of the Increafe of the Irith Export Trade, during tdc amg
Period, it is very reafonable to infer thaz, the Goods are made con-
fiderably cheaper there than in En glanq,

Have you any other Means of forming a v]ﬂudgmenPt that the
Goods are manufa@ured cheaper there than in h,ng“land ?

" They are fold cheaper.

Is that within your own Knowledge > .

1t is from fuch Information that I cannot doubt; and if the -

ill give 1 ill read itract of a Letter
mittee will give me Leave, 1 will read an Extract of a Lett
gﬁrr?ln: I\iinufaég’curcf in the Town of Manchefter, fWh*lC‘h wxhll
eftablifh it beyond all Doubt.—1it is from Mr. T homas Smith,
dated Manchefter, March 30th, 1785, as follows.: ,

| e - N ith, of Man-
Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Thomas Smith, of
kExcfxiﬁe?,, to Mr, Thomas Walker; dated from:Man-
chefter, 3othjyof{March x78‘5. o :

' ‘E Number of Hands employed. in: the Small. Ware
'Mglﬁ’a}}éture, I prefume, may be. Thr’ee' thoufand,vyho.« mlllft
Toon be compelled to emigrate, if thefe Propofitions. take
piace‘.-—For 'my own Part, I cannot: heﬁtate a Moment to
declare’ my firm Intentions of going: to Ircland,r‘;wheneytcr

1ey are confirmed. ' : L
t‘hi};l?;z’t Thii’-ty Years ago, this Kingdom 1m‘por~‘ted,.frox:3
Holland all the: Tapes they confumed, cpmmonly., Cal']fi
Holland or Dutch Tapes—but a Mr. Cornelius Vanfandford,

a Native of Holland, emigrated to this Countfy, and C’ﬁgb]iﬂl—.‘
ed that Manufactory here;. and ever fince' we. have been

capablg
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capable of fupplying our own Markets with thofe Articles,
and to export confiderable Quantities to America. If {uch
Confequences ‘could arife from One Man emigrating, -how
much more is to be dreaded from a confiderable Number !
So far relates to the Small Ware Bufinefs.—With refpe&

to the Irith Manufactures of low priced Fuftians, they have
made fuch a Progrefs in thofe Articles, that I have it from
undoubted Authority, they are now felling Half Ell White
Jean, or Lining Fuftian, from 16+, to 17s5. per Piece, of
Twenty Yards long, equal in Quality of thofe felling herce
at 21s5.—the fame Proportion in Pillow Fuftians, and low
priced Linen Back Corderoys.—I have this Day with nie a
Merchant from America, who has purchafed all his low
priced Cotton Goods from Ireland, and only purchafed froi
me a few of the higher priced Kind. Thefe are Fa&s'I am
ready to {ubftantiate any Way you chufe : And you are at full
Liberty to make ufe of my Name, in Proof of thefe Affer-
tions, at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons.

Your’s, &c.
Thos Smith.

N. B. The Small Ware Manufa&ture confifts of Gartersy -
Bindings, 8ee. &e. ) ' . :

; Then the Counfel and Wi,tnefs_;were';‘di-re&ed to withd}-aw.

To report a Progrefs, &e.

© The
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454 Bds. or 2,270 Spangles, at 2 4. 23d.  — --  Li253 — 2%
Real Toviceand Lat Exchange, £-7 per Cent. —  — 19 1% 7 At Londond Exchange £ — Lo 6
e L . - ‘ ery. . .7 per Cent, — =50 '3
Irih Yarn is cheaper Prime Coft Sterling  — — f.236 9 I3 , P n 3 6 3
than any other.. e Sterling £ —_—
o , ‘ V ° — 447 6 3
Charges, viz. Infurance, at 21 s.-per Cent. ~— — fo2 9 8 ‘ Charges, viz, . R
At Londonderry. o Infurance
Bundling and packing, at 2. 6d. — —_— i fir—— ‘ - — —
Lofs in the Wrappers and Ropes ~ — ™ — 10 8 i - 9 10
Hay, Twine, Cart® and Porterage, 8d. —_— —. 5 4 Charoes at ‘ :
Duty 265 Hds. 10/b. at 1. T — 13 5 5 i rges at Derry.
Quayage, Patt’ and Landw® Fees -— — 1 7 —% a Bundli :
‘ — ‘ — — o — ng and P i ' i X . &,
B Lo G, 3o 8 | D yeree — = 216
.Commiffion. £. 2 per ent.. — — 5 9 Hay, Twine, Care®, and (I))pes — g
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+Exe Lo per Cente o 19 1% ‘ I 19 —
. ———— 20 15 4 3 : . —
Ex* £.7 per Cent, 2 4 2
.Charges. at: Liverpool. ; ' V ' T T e Ir
Entry -and Part Certif* 2s. 2d.3 Town’s: ] : ‘ i LR 2o
Duty 45 —_ - R ' . . . ’ ’ ‘ G ——
Landwaiters 2 5. Cartage 2 5., Porterage 25, 84. = 6 8 ‘: At Liverpool. S 2 1 3
Commiffion . —_— — == 8= : :
Freight on .8 Truffes,.125  — — 416 — : Entry and Part Certi K f
R > \ ‘ ' e 516 10 L Dduty 64, ir_tlficate, 245 24.; Town’s
. ’ - . Czn Wa]ters 3 d.' Car[ge 3 d Po_— [ ___ e
- Charges on- Canal’ begwe:n‘Lwerpopl.;a-nd.f Manchefter. Fré?o?mon At e rterage 4d,  — 2 8§
al DELWE £ . , Treight - AR = — 10
Freight on-8 Truffes, at 25 3d. — — 18— . . S e T e — L= T e
.Cartage At == 5G. — 3 4 ‘ On ¢ . Cale o — =12 —
| T — ! berween Liverpool and Mancheter
| . fe30 2 M . Freight =~ — R
As near, £. 13 per Cent. as, pofible - . Carmge . T _
%+ 7z per Ceat, Sterling © — T——
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NVOICES - hefore . refer‘red to In
’ - Fol- 52 . !

(A)

8 Truﬁé§ Derry Yarn, N°* 52 to 67 Bds. per Trufs.

'Phe following are the

(B.)

e

Trufs 9o Bundles,
s

g

450 Spa’, at 25, 34d. —

,
3
i
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Lune, 11° die Aprilis 1785,

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe on the Adjuft-
ment of the Commercial Intercour{e between Great Bri-

tain and Ireland.

T HE Committee proceeded to the further Hearing of Evi~
dence in Support of the Petition of the Merchants, Mana-

falurers, and others refident in the Town and Neighbeurhood of
Manchefter. ' R

Thc‘ Counf@l was called in.

Mr. THOMAS RICHARDSON called in, and examined.

‘Was you examined before the Committee of Privy Council ?
I was. ‘ ; e T c :
Was you.previouﬂy acquainted with the Obje&t of the Exami-
pation ? - o L ‘

No.

Upon what Occafion was you-in Town when you was ex-
amined ? : '

I was deputed by the Town of Manchefter and the Neighboure
hood, with Mr. Walker, to prefent 2 Memorial to the Treafury,
praying for a Repeal of the Al of laft Seffion impofing a Duty on
bleached and dyed Cottons. -

Had you then any Knowledge of the Refolutions of the Irifh
Parliament being intended to be propofed to that Parliament ?

" No, not to my Recolle@tion.
Was you prepared to fpeak on the Confequences of fuch Refo-
lutions to the ManufaGures of Manchefter ? - '
Certainly not. - _— el
Was you prefent when the Queftion—<¢ Have the Irith Manu-
¢ factures any Advantage over the Britith in the Price of La-
s¢ bour,” was afked of Mr. Walker before the Compmittee of Privy
Council? ‘ B ‘
1 was. S : PRI
- , ' - - Did

3
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Did he give the Anfwer which is ftated in the printed Re-
port ? - ’ ;

He did.

Do you recotlect the Queftion that follows that Anfwer being
afked Mr. Walker, viz. * Do not you conceive that the Art and
s Ingenuity of the Britith ManufaGurer will fecure to him an
«« Advantage in thefe Branches of Trade?”

I do.

Do you remember the very Words of ‘the Anfwer, that they
were as ftated in the printed Report ? ‘

Perfectly well.

You will inform the Committee, when the next Queftion was

at to Mr. Walker, what Anfwer he gave to it; and does his
Anfwer appear on the Face of the Report ? :

I do not fee his Firft Anfwer on the Face of the Report: His
Firlt Anfwer, as near as I can recollect, was this—*¢ I conceive
¢« T have anfwered that Queftion already by my Anfwer to the
«.Two preceding Queftions.”

Was the Queftion, {o ftated by Mr. Walker to have been an-
fovered before, put again by the Examiner B ’
It was: Co BRI

What Anfwer did Mr. Walker give to it when fo put again ?—
The Queftion was this: ¢ If the Irifh and Britifh Manufacturers
¢t in the Cotton Trade were put on the fame Footing with re-
¢ fpect to Taxes and Bounties, as well internally as upon Export
s¢ from One Country to the other, fhould you have any Reafon
¢ to apprehend a Competition in the Britith or Irith Market.”

. The Anfwer, as it is ftated in the printed Report, is—*¢ If we
¢ were put in all thefe Refpetts”—1do not recolle&t that Mr.
Walker faid, €< @// THESE Refpects;,” but believe that he faid, in
< gl] Refpects.” ' o

It is faid in the Report, that The Committee think it proper
< in this Place to inform Your Majefty, that the above Witnelfes
¢ fent the next Day, and defired to corre& their former An{wer

"« ip the following Manner ;”—did you fend the next Day, and

defire to corre€t your Anfwer P

. We did not—the Evidence was fent to us by Mr. Fawkener, as

1 fuppofe for Correttion. EENETTR T , « SR
- Was YO,L; prefent . on the Beiﬁxamiﬂation‘ on this amended

Anfwer ! )
- Lwasy ‘ '
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Mr. Walker there faid, « Thaf if the Cotton ‘Trade of th%s

¢ Country was prote€ted by a Duty of L
“ _ y of f.10% per Cent.
) the Importation of Cotton Goods from Irelandpinto this nggil

“ 1gry, \;l_ve apprehend it would be a fufficient Security to our Trade
or the Home Confumptlon 3 —=was it then underftood to mean

that the [.10: per Cent would be 2 Prote&ion, if Ireland and

lGﬂ?dg?and were in all Refpe@s on an equal F ooting, as h:e had before

Certainly it was.

How do you know it was fo underftood by the Examiner ?
W.hen we were fent for a Second Time to the Council. M.
| Jenkinfon pointed out this Anfwer: ““ If we can 4l R,e/peéi‘.;
be put upon equal Terms,” &c.—~Now, fays he, we mean in al/
THESE Refpelts.—To which we replied, We mean in 4/ Refpects
upon equgl Tel'1n§. After we had contended fome little Time
Mr. jenkmfon faid, You do not imagine we ‘can tax. Irith Win:
: d’ows, SoaP, or other Articles, which he enumerated, nor take off
thofe of this Country.—To which Mr. Walker replied; I have no
[uch. Expectation ; but unlefs Great Britain could I;ave a full
Equwal’ent, we cannot be on equal Terms, S

Did you fuppofe that this Examination of ; erwa
| A ; < 101 your's was afterwards
to be printed as Evidence in Support of the Irith Refolutiorzros

 that it was for the private Information of the Examiner ?

I did not fuppofe it was to be printed; nor did I know for

what Purpofe we were examined, till the
completed, and then only from {ometh

{uggefted. ng ‘,Wh.,i‘,Chj erj.' S tagle}é

Did you ever mean to admit that L .101 er C I

. i . 3 L1003 ent' was a l'O-
tecting Duty in the prefent State of Enel r?d' and Ir b
vrefpe& to Taxes and Labour ? - a :’ an : reland; Wlth:

I did not, nordid I imagine any one elfe did. | ,

Have you not full Reafon to believe, that the dire@ o .
. . , that the dire@ cont ‘
the Conftruéion which has fince been ’pu't"on yourmjﬁlr"]afrvze?'f '

namely, that [, 10} per Cent. is a fufficient . s
the prefent State of England and lent prote&ting Duty in

to })c(:i 't(l]]e true Eonﬁru&ion by the Examiner ?
1d not think at that Time, fituated as Enpland and Ireland
now are, that [. 1oz per Cent. could be a prote%’cing Duty ; :rllld

z:hfeont c?(/){r. Jcnklnfon Put't}hle %efhon, I unagmedhe u_pqgﬁgo d

Examination was nearly -

[Ireland, was known at the Time

Examined

B A A
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Examz'ned’ by Members of the Committee.

‘Whether every Queftion put to you by the Committee of Privy
Council, after’it was ftated; was not diftin@®ly' read to you and
Mr. Walker ? Lo I —— :
~ They were. -

Whether every Anfwer given by Mr. Walker and you was not
read over to you, after it was taken down' by the Clerk of the
Council ?- ST R S

I believe they were.

‘Whether you was' not permitted to corre® the Evidence, if
there was any Omiffion or Miftake, and whether you did not
attend the Clerk of the Privy Council on the Evening of the
31ft January, for that Purpofe? - y ' :

‘We did attend that Evening, and made fome few Corrections ;-
but in the Courfe of the Examination either Mr. Jenkinfon of-
fered, or Mr. Walker requefted, but I think Mr. Jenkinfon
offered, that we fhould have the Examination fent to our Lodg-
ings ; there we corrected it, and I muft own I was very much
aftonithed to fee it publithed with every Anfwer as we correGted
it, except the One with the Word #befe init. o

Whether you and Mr. Walker had not a Converfation in the
Clerk’s Room, on the Evening 31ft January, concerning the Word

#hefe ? -

Not to my Knowledge. B

N Whether you and Mr. Walker did not there exprefsly ‘ccm'-,

fent that the Word thefé thould ftand Part of the Evidence, and
that you would leave it fo?- =~ . ST
That I am certain we did not ; and what ftrikes me more is,
that when the Evidence came the next Day to' be corre&ed, ‘the
Word zbefe ftruck us forcibly.” AL PR
~ You acknowledge then, that the Word thefe was in the cor-
re&ted Copy fent you by Mr. Fawkener?. =~ = = =
It was then in, but 1 do not recollect it was Part of the Anfwer
given i e s e R 0 T e T

#%5 Was there in the Copy that you afterwards returned, any
other Alteration or Corre@tion than the Second Anfwer, as it
ftands in the Report, to the laft Queftion, at the Fir{t Examina-
tion? T e
Yes, feveral.

e "

T | - Rid
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" § Did you continue in Town any Txme after. the Second Exa- Have you read the printed Report of the Committee of any
* -éb : mination ? CO\]DCII ? )
i We dld fome little Tlme. I have, as far as relates to ourfelves. \
?t Dld you-ever apply to make any Alteratlon or. Addmon to. the “Have you read the Introdu&xon-—-the Preamble to. 1t?
, Anfwer you gave to thofe Queftions ? f i I have.. g " —
, xi No, I never faw the %eﬁ‘ons nor Anfwers after we left ¢ ¢ " Is it there ﬁated that the Commxttee fat on the Irxfh Re~
Room. . . ' folutions ?
g Were not the Queftions and Anfwers read to you at tPhe Com- I cannot recollect. A -
;r m1ttele of{t};le Privy Council after they were taken down Was you apprxfcd that the Committee fat on the T'wo fpemﬁc
i I think they were. g Queftions on which the Committee are ﬁated to have been’ ap—
i " Was not, ‘at fome Period of the Firft Day’s Exammanon, the pomted ? , : , ‘ o
i oeneral Purport for which the Committee of Privy Council fat, . No, I was not.
i) Jaincd to & the other Witneffes who atterded ?
it explained to you and the other Witnefles who attende ‘ .
. I:I) had beenythere fome Time before I had the leaft Idea of what tm?sfis you app nfed that they fat on the Flr& Of thofc (Lef
; i we were fent for, nor did I perfeétly underftand what Was thc 1 was not.
: Purpofe when I came away. : ~ o W | T : ¢ . fd f h ;
e as you, at no lime of your xamxnauon, appriled of thole-
i ‘When Mr. Walker began to {tate the Amount of the Taxes' Queftio r)xrs on which the Comzln ttee fat ? p P :
b Taid laft Year, was it not faid to you all in “the Committec of After our Firft Examination, I was told that thofe (@c{hons ‘ *
» Privy Council, that the Committee were not fitting on the Taxes related to a Commercial Int ercc,)u rfe with' Ireland—I m can the
of laft Year, but conﬁldercir;g of a Commermal Intercourfc betweexr . ' Queftions to which we had given our A fwex s before.
i Great Britain and Irelan
i ‘ I do not recolle&t any fuch Thing. . Had you been apprifed to what Purport the- (@eﬁ:lons related,
i' Y fhould you have given any other. Anfwers than you have donc ?
E‘ i The former %eﬁ;on and Anfwer, at thxs Mark&% F 01 73, ‘ K I conceive I thould not. .~ - - . : o
i N :
E * - were read to the Witnefs, SRR . Had you been apprifed of the Pleven Propoﬁtxons refpeé’cmg
il R = which you are now examined, and that it was the ultimate Object
F {w'g/'?at ERE, the Altcratlons to whxch y o allude K that An  of the Committee of Privy Council to afcertain the Expedi-
i : : : ency or Inexpedxeney of thofe Propoﬁtxons, “would you not have
ﬁ The Whole ftands now as we correfted lt' o i thought it right to mform ‘the Commxttee of your Oplmon re~
% ~Is it now. your Opinion, that £L.10% per Cent. beﬁdes a Dut)» fpeé’cmg them S
| i to countervail the Duty laid on the Britith Manufacture, would : ‘ Certamly, in the beft. Manner I coul&

LR

S S O

i
i
14
.

(all. Circumitances conﬁdered) be a fuﬁlcwnt Prote&:xon to the
" Britith ManufaGurer? ‘ , ,

It 1s not, nor was it then.

By whom was it firft fuggeﬁed to you, that the Committee of
vay Council was fitting on Propofitions refpeé’cmg the Com-
merce between Great Britain and Ireland? ‘

Mr. Stanley firft fuggefted it to me,’ that thefe CLBﬁZlODS could

not relate to the Tax, hut that he lmagmed 1t was® fome Infh :

Buﬁncfs. i

.Have you not already fo done, to the beft of your ]udgment?’
To this Committee of the Houfe of Commons I have. =

Did you mean to keep back any Thmg from the Comm1ttee of
Privy Council ?

No—Mr. Walker gave the Anfwers there, and. I am fure he
gave-them-to the beft of his Knowledge.

Did: you not affent to the Anfwers ngen by Mr. Walkew and
were not the Anfwers undcrﬁzood to, be your Jomt Anfwers P
1 certamly did. | SIEAT : .

Havé ‘
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‘Have you now confidered the Refolutions of the Irith Parlia-

ment ?
.In the beft Manner I can.

Are Vou aware that under thofe Refolutrons the Cotton Manu-
fature of Ireland would be importable into this Country, fub-
ject to a- Duty of £.10% per Cent. befides the Addition of 2
Duty equal to any internal Duty on the Manufacture here ?

I think they would. ‘

“Do you apprehend that the Cotton Manufacture of thls Country
would be affetted, in Confequence of thofe Refolutions, in any
other Refpeét than from the lr1(h Cotton being lmported on thofe

Terms? 7
I do, from the Preference given to the Irith Linens over thofe

of Germany and Ruffia, which mlght ﬂfmt;u‘s out. from that
Trade.

many or Ruflia? :
In the Fuftian Tlade, in which I am engaged there has..

Is there any other Refpeé‘t in which you apprehend the Cotton
Manufa&ure will be affeted by thefe Refolutions ?
In this Country I think it would—-for I thmk the: People

would goto Ireland. ,

Is there ftill any other Refpe& in wluch you think the Cotton
Manufaé‘cure would be affected by thefe Refolutlons 2

- I'cannot {peak to that. ‘ ,

_  When the laft Anfwer refpeting the ,(,' : per Cent. was
given,, mentroned in the Report on the Second Day of your Ex-

amination, had not Mr. Walker and you previous Knowledge

that the SubJeé't of the Exammatron related to an Arrangement
of a Commercial Intercourfe between, Great Brltam and Ireland P

1 do not recolleé’c we then knew it.

Are you. of Op1n10n that 1d. per Yard on ‘the Importation of
Cotton Goods would be a fuflicient ‘countervailing Duty to ba-
lance the Inland Duty of 14. per - Yard laid on. by the Aét of
laft Seffion ? L

By no Means.

Have you lately heard of any Cotton "Wool fent from Lan-

¢afhire into Ireland to be {fpun into. Yarn, and afterwards brought
back, and ufed in the Manufacture of Manchefter ¥
I have—I was told fo by a Gentleman a Day or Two ago, who

Has there been any conﬁderable Export of Cottons to Ger-'

Was-

i
|
l

o7 ]
Ch;?gc’:: ;rhat Yarn, fo {pun, intended to be manufaé’tured ‘in Man-

I cannot fay what Ufe he intended it for—I fuppofed fo.

%)f thfathYarnhw;f ;)ntended to be woven in Manche[’cer; is it not

a Proof that the Labour of W

a Proof that the eavmg is cheaper at Manchefter
No—for it might be worked into Twenty Articles not made

in Ireland—but it proves the Lownefs of Spinning in Ireland, if

the Cotton fent from England {ubjected to Two Freights, couldaf-

terwards be fold: cheape1 in Lancafhire than the Yarn {pun there.

Then the Wrtne[s was dlre@ted to thhdravv. -

Then the Counfel requefted that Mr, Thomas Stanley (a
Member of this Houfe) would be pleafed to be exa-
mined on this Subject.

And ‘the faid Member confenting thereto, he was ‘exa-
| mmed in hrs Place accordmgly

Mr. THOMAS STANLEY, (a Member, in his Place.)

Was you prefent at the Committee of Privy C i
ouncil w}
\/l; Walker and Mr, Rxchardfon ‘were examlned gy the Bhar‘dr ?lm
was.

Do you recollect the Two Qelhons, viz.
“¢¢ Have the Irith ManufaGures any Advantacre over the
L Butlfh m the Puce of Labour PR ENE R
e Do not you conceive that the Art and Ingenuit of
D the
Brmfh Manufa&urer will fecure to hrmgan Ad’vantaoe
¢ in thefe Branches of ‘Trade ?”—" v
v being afked of Mr. Walker, and the Anfwers grven to them ?
es.’

Do you recolleét the next (Leﬁron berng afked 5 and Whether

“the Anfwer he gave appears on the Face of the Report ?

The Anfwer which Mr. Walker gave was, That he conceived

“he had anfwered: that Quettion i in hrs Two former Anfwers

Do you recolle@ the %ef’uon bemg agam put to Mr. Walker,

and what his Anfwer ‘was ?

His Anfwer was, That if we were

s put n cz/Z Refpects, or,
all THESE Rgl‘beé}‘r, but, ‘as far.as I can charge my Mej?hor;, ?rr wlrrr;
in all Refpeéts, upon equal Terms, they fhould not 1pp1ehend a

Competrtron at erther Marker.

o v ; t " Mr.
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Mr. Walker having firft referred his Examiner to his Two
former Anfwers to the former Queftions, in which he had enu-
merated the Difference as to Labour, Provifions, and Taxes, be-
tween England and Ireland, had you the leaft Doubt of Mr.
Walker’s Meaning, conveyed by his Anfwer given to that Quef-
tion ? o ' ‘ ) o

I had no Doubt whatever.

On the fubfequent Examination, on the amended Anf{wer; on
the sth February, was you prefent ?

I was.- P oL .

Do you recollect any Converfation that pafled between the
Examiner and Mr. Walker, explanatory of the Meaning of Mr.
“Walker, on that Occafion ? o 5

I do.

Will you pleafe to ftate it ?

The Examiner faid, ¢ You do not expect we can tax Windows in
«¢ Treland, nor Soap, nor Candles, &c.” (enumerating feveral Arti-
cles) ¢ or that we can take off thofe Duties in England.”—To
which Mr. Walker replied, ¢ Till you can do that, or give us an
<< Equivalent, you ‘caninot put the Manufaéturers -of the Two
¢ Countries in all Refpets on an equal Footing.” ;

You having been prefent at all the Intercourfe between the Ex-
aminers and Mr. Walker, do you believe it poffible, that if the
Examiner had attended to the Examination, he could reafonably
fuppofe that Mr. Walker meant to admit £ 10# per Cent. to be
a prote&ing Duty, notwithftanding thofe various Differences be-
tween England and Ireland, which he had repeatedly enumerated
in the Hearing of the Examiner? : : ‘ o

1 did not think that £. ro; per Cent. was, in the'Opinion of

Mr. Walker, an Equivalent ; and after what pafled between Mr.

Walker and ‘the Examiner, I did ot think that the Examiner

could be of Opinion ‘that £. 104 per Cent. would be an Equi-

valent. o o -

| The Evidence being clofed on the Petition now under
* Confideration,. . TR :

The Counfel was heard to obferve thereons
And then e was direed to withdaw.

: To T1:epc,i>r.,t#x,ak. Pr@grefs,&c. 4

Mercur,
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 Mercurii, 15° die Aprilis 1785

- COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, on the Adjuft-
ment of the Commercial  Intercourfe between Great
Britain and Ireland. ‘

VHE Committee being informed, that Mr. Richardfon de-
fired to correét Part of his Evidence, as taken when he
was examined before this Committee ;

Mr. RICHARDSON was called in ;

- And the following Queftion and Anfwer, in his Examination
on Monday the 11th of April, was read to the Witnefs, as fol-

lows +
* ¢« When the laft Anfwer refpecting the £.10% per
« Cent. was given, mentioned in the Report on the
¢¢ Second Day of your Examination, had not Mr. Walker
¢ and you previous Knowledge that the Subject of the
<¢ Examination related to an Arrangement of a Com-
¢ mercial Intercourfe between Great Britain and Ire-
<¢ land ? _— - L K
-« I do not recollett we then knew it.”

- Explain what you mean, when you wifh the Anfwer to that
Queftion to be corrected ? . S

I underftood it to be an Anfwer to the laft Queftion of the
Firft Examination; for in putting the Queftion to and fro I
certainly knew, and the former Part of my Evidence fays, at the
Second Examination, that there was to be a Commercial Regu-
lation - with. Ireland.—This was firft fuggefted to me by Mr.
Stanley, and on the Evening of the 31ft January, when we went
to Mr. Fawkener’s Chambers to ‘'read over the. Evidence, I re-
colle@ Mr. Walker afking Mr. Fawkener (if it was a Queftion
that Mr. Fawkener could anfwer with Propriety) whether our
Examination did not allude to fome Commercial Treaty with
Ircland ; towhich Mr. Fawkener replied, he did not think he
was at Liberty to fpeak on the Subje&, but gave it as his Opi-

-

* See Fol, 76 .
RIS B Y 5o - nion,
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nion, that it was;—and the next Day, when our Evidence was
fent to us to be correted, I then faw, at the Top of the Evi-
dence, that it related to the Trade with Ireland. ‘

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw.

[The Committee being informed that William Fawkener,

~ Efquire, one of the Clerks of the Privy Council, at-
tended (according to Order) he was called in, and exa-
mined, ] -

WILLIAM FAWKENER, ‘Efquire. ‘
Did you attend a Committee of Privy Council on the 31t

‘January laft ?
- Idide

‘Were all the Queftions ‘that were put that Day to the Wit-
nefles firft written down ‘and approved by the Members of the
Committee ? i ‘

They were,

" Were all the Anfwers that were given that Day written down,
and read to the Witnefes, after they were fo taken?
- They were.w B o

- [Mr. Fawkener looks at:the printed Report of -the Privy
Council, on the Firft Day Mr. Walker was examined—
and fays he has read the laft Queftion and Anfwer.]

Inform the Committee whether the Anfwer given to the laft
Queftion was the Anfwer given by the Witnefles, .and. read: to
them before they left the Room? S T LT
o Itwas.
" Did you not take it down as fuch yourfelf?*

I did, and read it.to the Gentlemen who were examined.

Did any Thing pafs in. Converfation on this Subject?~if there
did, inform the Committee. = -
- There did pafs fome Converfation on-the Subject.~—The firft
Anfwer was ‘7z all Refpects,” which they were told was much too

general, and in ‘Fat no Anfwer at all.—That the Queftion related

to Taxes internal, as well upon Importation and to'Bounties, and
that an Anfwer to. that Queftion was withed in the Affirmative or
Negative. O O TS BRI RS B BRI Lo RNP P

-Did they then give the Anfwer- as-it s lnpw,"jf;_t»atied -in-the

. Report ¢ S .
“They did,—I mean_that what I have related was the S.ubﬁanc?
; o of

[ 8 ]

of the Converfation which paffed—I do not mean to give every
Word. '

Can you recolle whether the Witnefles that were then prefent
were told, at any Time during the Examination, that they were
1exalln;ined on the Subject of a Commercial Intercourfe with Ire-
jand ? . L ’

They were told o, to the beft of my Recolle@ion, in the
Courfe of their Examination.—Upon their getting, in the Courfe
of their Examination, on the Subje of the Tax of the laft Year
they were told, that that was not a Point referred to the Conﬁ-’-'
deration of the Committee of Trade, but that they were under
Examination relating to fome propofed Commercial Arrangements
with Ireland. : '

Did you fee thefe Witneffes on the Night of the 31t |
by Order of the Committee ? 8 3uft January,
I did.

Was not the Whole of the Evidence then read to them, and
were not many Alterations made in it ?
The Whole of the Evidence was read, and many Alterations
made. ‘ ‘

Was there any Converfation at :that Time concerning Ireland ;
and to the beft of your Recollecion what was it ? i ’

The Whole of the Converfation, which lafted a confiderable
Time, turned upon Ireland; and it feemed to me to be fully un-
derftood, that that had been the Objet of the Examination in the
Morning. ' . " o k k

Had you any Converfation at zbar Time upon the Words < 47/
Refpects,” and “* all thefe Refpests 2 ' o

We had.—The Converfation that had paffed in the Morning
was repeated and enlarged upon rather; and this Converfation
pafled not only between Mr. Walker, M. Richardfon, and myfelf,
but between Mr. Walker and Mr, Richardfon, and Mr. Philips’;
and Mr. Kerthaw, who were likewife prefent, as they all Four
came- together to my Chambers in the Evening. S

Did they zben confent that the Word £4¢fe thould ftand Part of
the Evidence? BRE R
_ I really think that they admitted i Terms that it thould ;—but

I am quite fure they acquiefced in it,

b R SRETIRTUE R R Have
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Have you in your Pofleffion the Copy of the Evideng‘e which
vou fo read to them ? N
" T have.

Look at it’,, and fee whether thc'Word:z‘h"/érdoes not ftand in

that Copy. .
The Witne(s looks at the Paper, and fays, ] i
This is the Paper we had before us in the Evening, and«‘t e

Word zhefe {tands in the Anfwer..

Look over the Paper, and inform the Committee, Whet‘h;r
there arc not many Correttions which you made at their De-
{ire. : | A g
There are f{everal Corretions taken from  their Mquths on
the Night of the 3xf’c_. : : SO |

Did not you deliver to the Committee thz;t Ev’idencg as fettled
with them ? ' . . |

I rather think, but I am not quite fure., that their ?mende
Anfwer had been received before the Committee met again..

Did not you, by the Diretions of the Committee, fend an .,adf
ditional’ Queftion in Writing to thefe W;tn‘c;:ﬁ”'eys ?

I did. ' SR

Did they not return an ‘Atl}fWér,t‘o; the Queftion with a Note ?

They did. .

Have you that Note in your Poﬂ’eﬁior;“ P

I have it in my Hand. .

Are you fure it is the fame: you received from Meﬁ'gs."Walker. |

X . . > o R . . . . BN N G )
an? FrrGC:}:: Iic'iu{?: c;ts I can beof 2T hing,of"thatfNa‘{cur\er-—lt came

to me at the Office. -
Read it.

itnefs reads it as follows;’ : ; E
! hezvgg:i\{; alker and Mr. Richardfon return their Compli-

ments to Mr. Fawkener, and fend him their Anfwer to the
Queftion tranfmitted by him to them from the Lords of the
Committee of Council.. They likewife return him the Copy

of their Examination, which they have revifed and cor-

<< rected s conceiving it fo’bé their “;[«)u’,_ty,‘ upon 2 M‘a‘tt‘c"r of‘
fuch great Importance to the real Interefts of this. C0111)n'-‘
try, as the Adjuftment of a Comrnermal Intercourfe_ e-
tween Great Britain and Ireland, to anfwer all Queftions™
T i el - s i i Propofed
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*¢ propofed to them with every Degree of Accuracy in thejr
“ Power. ‘

“ Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon will be much obliged:
¢ to Mr. Fawkener to return them the faid Copy fo foon as
¢ 1t is done with.” R E

‘¢ Bate’s Hotel,
“ 2d Feb’ 1785.”

“ Queftion propofed to Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon,
“ by Mr. Fawkener, by Dire@ion of the Right honourable
¢ the Lords of the Committee of Council, ‘ ,
“ Q. Whether the Exportation of Cotton Goods, printed -
“¢ or otherwife, to other Countries except Ireland; has in-
¢ creafed of late, or diminifthed ? . L
“ A. With refpe&t to the Exportation of Printed Cottons
¢ and Callicoes, we conceive it may be accurately known, by
““ referring to the Cuftom Houfe Books ; as they are not only
““ entitled to a Drawback of the Duty, but, we are like.
*¢ wife informed, to a Bounty of 2 4. per Square Yard upon
*¢ Exportation. = o e
‘¢ The Exportation of Fuftians, previous to the Year 1763,
was not very confiderable; fince that Time to the Firft of
“ O&ober laft, it has, upon the Whole, kept increafing,
“¢ though not without Fluctuations, notwithftanding that, we
¢ are greatly underfold, and have almoft wholly Ioft fome
- “¢ Articles for which we not long ago had a confiderable De-.
‘“ mand ;. but that Art, Ingenuity, and. Invention which hasg
‘¢ hitherto fo eminently diftinguithed our Manufa®urers and
“ Workmen had, - till that Period, {upplied the Deficiency.”

€€

Infomi"’chql'COmmi’ttee whether you attended the Committee of |
Privy Council on'the: sth of February. =~ - “ ‘
Tdidi R o

" Look at the printed Report of the Evidence then, taken.

{The Witnefs réads_ 31
Is the Evidence there coh‘e&}j} taken?

It was read to the G?n‘tlemén"examinéd_‘, . and is, T am pecfia dy-‘ :
ed, corredtly taken. N 4. :

Did the Witnefles, in the Courfe of the Two Days Examina-
tion, give any other Anfwers to any Queftion put to them, than
what are ftated in the printed Report?™ A
None that I underftood were to be taken down as Anfwers.—

' 5 : L SR ‘ In
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In the Courfe of the Examination a great deal qf Convell;f_ati?lri

affed, but every Queftion that was afked was ad‘mxtt‘ed tQAiflvlv -
derftood before an Anfwer was expected to it; and every A fier
was fettled and agreed to, and read to the Gentlemen exam
before they were difmiffed.

Did they ever complain to you that any Thing was omitted ?
Never, that I recollect. : w u{ )
flieurs Walker an
: not Reafon to know that Me " and
Rigz'?ifgguwae fome Time in Town after the laft E:famma
ion t . §
tloil met them I think about Ten Days or a Fortnight after.
it ? ther Time, de-
i - then, when you met them, or at any o r Time, de-
ﬁr? ig tr}:l?lrcc :Zy Altethions- in the Evidence tak‘en. on-the laft
Dg’%ie did nét—-lt certainly would have been my g):uty to.com-
munic!te it to the Committee of Council-if they had.

niffiot » i fend to any
' : flion from the Committee to s
of I-Eﬁi n\%iiﬁeﬁi&i#&}ies.of their Examination ‘1f th‘ey‘ applied
forit? - S L L
o : ‘ i dR t, be
| at the-Quéftion ‘in' Page 37 in the printed Report, be-
; L?r?k aE‘t?f? t%}lrimj&c.” and fay, whether you re.collfi@dtbaz
g\/lllm V%’,alkerb when this Queftion was firft put to hlm,d ]13 ‘ 1;198
1~fi That "he conceived that Queftion already qnfwe;re oy hi
EISP (};’ ;‘eccding Anfwers to the T'wo fornl'cr.'%eﬁlong ? fiord
V‘Ir ‘grfe&ly'recolleé't Mr. Walker did no.t"make ‘an }imnlllc; atg
R lp to that Queftion, but I really do not -recolleé that .§th .
Bt cp eyd it in that Manner.—I muft here generally pbfe;(\;e, ha
: xern 1 faw the Gentlemen examined Iwg.rg get?;xg;tgﬂyzr:::;a
:on with the Lords of the Council, id not fo
{?)uxzﬁawtvgllﬁzdeas \(:Jhen the Anfwer was agrgc_d upqn, aqd rca,dy to
, be taken down. ' C

b ) el § d Richardfon’s
he Whole - of Meflieurs Walker an :
’Exzzrilif]iht?gn ths intended to be fent, or-was fgnt,fqr,’, their, P_grufgl,

t of the 31ft of January? L -

as gxellll: a:hglzaofothe 3139;. of January was fent—if it had t()_,ic\etn_. a§6

lied fzr the reft would have been fent.-—% was authg;{ze ‘to dc
ft Withbl,lt: troubling the Committee upon it. - :

Is the: Committee then to underftand, that the Two Queftions

“on the sth of February were not fent?

" They certainly were not. Can

P8 ]

‘Can you ‘inform the Committee whether the printed Report is
taken from the Copy fent to Mr. Richardion and Mr, Walker,
and which they amended, or from the Copy taken at th‘e,Privy
Council ? ‘ ' :

~ From the amended Copy.—The Anfwers to the laft Queftion
the Firft Day are both marked in the printed Report,

‘Whether the Converfation which pafled between you and  Mr,
Walker and Mr. Richardfon the Evening of the 31ft of January,
and their Revifion of the Evidence, was in Confequence of their
Application ? ' '

I can hardly give an Anfwer to that Queftion.—They were
‘told-that they were at Liberty to revife and corre@ their Evi-.
dence, and I afked them whether i would be convenient to them

o come to me in the Evening for that Purpofe.

Had they the fame Information;, or the fame Propofal made to
them by you, after the Evidence which they. gave on the sth
of February ? . _ ;
"~ Not that I recolle@, I rather think not. ,

Had you any. Converfation on the Subje& with: Mr. Richardfon
and Mr. Walker, fubfequent to the Examination on the sth of
February, relating to the Bufinefs at-any Time after.

T had a Converfation about a Fortnight after with Mefiieurs
Walker ‘and Richardfon on the Irifh Bufinefs in the Park, but
none on that Day, as they went out of the Room, other Bufinefs
‘coming on, = - TR o o

Did it appear to you, that if the Intimation alluded to, which
‘was made to Meffieurs Walker and Richardfon on the 31t of Ja~
‘nuary, and the Propofal made by you had not been made, that the
‘Evidence of the 311t of January would have remained without Ex-
planation, in the fame Manner as that of the 5th of February

- does ?

- It is impofiible to anfwer that Queftion,

| Have you ‘any Reafon to think they would have é,pplicd to re-
vife the Evidence on that Day ¢ A R
I had no more Reafon to think fo'on One Day than another,

the Subject of the Evidence which had been given by them ?
I think not; but on the Irith Bufinefs in general, o

“When you met them in the Park, was their Converfation on

Whether the T'wo Anfwers o‘f‘the 31ft of January, both the in-

~.corre, and the corrected One, were both publithed ?

I obeyed the Diretions that I received from the Lords of the
i ot Y I Committee
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Committee of Privy Council.—I underftood it to be becaufe :¢
was the great Point to which the Examination was directed.

Whether, in the Second Day’s Examination, you recollect Mr.
Walker enumerated feveral Advantages which Ireland would have
over this Ceuntry, by Taxes on Windows, Excife on Soap, Can-
dles, and cther Articles, and Stamps on Bills and Receipts ?

‘Mr. Walker mentioned that frequently, and Mr. Richardfon
alfo; and I fuppofe on that Day, as well as on the Firft,

Do you recolle@¢ the Member of the Council who examined
them, faying, ¢ You do not expect we can tax Windows in Ireland,

“«¢ or lay Duties on their Soap, Candles, &c. or that we can take

¢ off thofe Duties in England,” by way of Converfation ?

T recolle&, in general, that it was faid that it could not be ex-
pected that Labour and Provifions could be made as dear there as
here, or as cheap here as there: This paffed in Converfation, but
I do not recoliect the particular Terms in which it paffed. ‘

Whether you had any Converfation with Mr. Walker and Mr.
Richardfon on the 31ft of January, on the Subje& of the Com-
mercial Treaty with Ireland, previous to their Examination?

. No, I had not. : ’

Were Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon informed, by the Lords
of the Committee of Privy Council, of the Purport of their in-
tended Examination? =~ = o
- I do not recolle& they were, previous to their Examination ;—
indeed I rather think not. ' : o

Whether at any Time, during either of. their Examinations,

- the Two Queftions referred to the Committee of Council, by His

Majefty’s Order in Council of the 14th of January, were ever read

tothem ? }
They never were read to them.

Whether Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon made any Applica
tion to you to be examined by the Lords of the Committee of
Privy Council ?* =~~~ ‘ : T e

They never did. L

Did you receive any Dire&tions from the Lords of the Com-
mittee of Privy Council, to order the Attendance of Mr. Walker
and Mr. Richardfon, previous to the Firft Examination?

Certainly none. ~ B

Can
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* Can you inform the Committee how Mr. Walker and Mr.
Richardfon came firft before' the Lords Committee of Privy
Council ! ‘
I underfrood by the Defire of Mr. Rofe.

Did Mr. Walker or Mr. Richardfon, on their coming to the

* Privy Council, acquaint you that they came in Confequence of

fuch Order? o
As well as I recollect, a Meffage came from the Treafury to fay
hat the Gentlemen from Manchefter were attending there, and to

defire that T would fend for them when the Lords of the Privy

Council were ready.

Did you receive any Directions from the Lords of the Com-
mittee of Privy Council, to write circular Letters, or otherwife
to give Notice to the manufadturing and trading Towns -of Great
Britain, of the Object of their Lordfhips Enquiry #--

" 1 never reccived any fuch Directions, nor ever wrote any fuch
Letters. ‘ ' = :

Does'it appear that at any Period of the Examination ef Mr.
Walker and Mr. Richardfon, that they had received any Intima-
tion from the Lords Committee of Privy Council; or had any

Knowledge of the Refolutions propofed a few Days afterwards in
~ the Irith Parliament refpeéling a Commercial Arrangement with'

Great Britain ?
Of the {pecific Refolutions certainly not. a _

"Does it appear that they had any Intimation from the Com-
mittee of Privy Council, or Knowledge of the general Purport

and Spirit of thofe Refolutions ?

They certainly. appeared to me,.1n the Evening of the 31t of
January, fully to underftand that fome Commercial Adjuftment:
with Ireland was then in Agitation, and that a Part of that Ad-..
juftment was to be the Admiffion of Irith Manufactures into this-

Country.

When you met Mr. Richardfon in the Park a few Days after
" his Examination, and when the Irith Refolutions were known, -
whether Mr. Richardfon did not fay to you, that Labour being
" fo much cheaper in Ireland than in England, and the Value of

their Articles confifting Three-fourths in Labour, it was pro-

bable, with -all the other ~Advantages of Ireland, that Ireland

would immediately fupplant us in our own Market ? -

I really do not recollect that Mr. Richardfon ufed thofe Words—
it is very prqbable he might, becaufe we argued the whole Mat-

ter
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o

ter a5 well as we were able to argue it, and probably that was
faid in the Courfe of,‘that:Argu_ment;by Mz, Richardfon.

Did you ever underftand, between the s5th of February and the

Examination of Mr. Walker or Mr. Richardfon, before a Com-
mittee of ‘this Houfe, that Mr. Walker or Mr. Richardfon were

diffatisfied with' any Part of their Anfwer ftated -in the Report of

the Lords Committee of Privy Council ?

I never heard that they were diffatisfied with any Part of -their
Anfwers. I did hear, from Report, that they had held a Language
which did not feem to me perfectly to agree with the Anfwers they
had given as ftated in that Report; but I took it for granted they

had chan ged their O pinion.

How long after the Examination had you the Converfation with - .

Mr, Walker and Mr. Richardfon, in the Park ? '
‘Ten Days or a Fortnight ;—but I cannot exally fay.
Whether it did not a

Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon, that they then thought that

the Irifh Propofitions would be very dangerous . to the Manufac-

tures of Great Britain ? - ‘ : "
1 really think that from their Converfation much Apprehenfion
of Danger did .not feem to exift in their

ppear to you, from that Converfation of

Minds.—I remember”

perfeétly, that the laft Thing which paffed was my afking them, - .

whether they did not, on the Whole, think that the ManufaGu-
rers of this Country had more to apprehend from Non-importation
Agreements, from protecting Duties, and from the high Bounties,

and the great Encouragement which the Trith would certainly give

their own Manufactures in cafe th
than from the propofed ‘ :
Walker and Mr. Richardfon’s precife Anfwer, but their Opinion
did not appear to me to be decidedly againft it’; at leaft, that is -
the Impreffion which the Converfation left on'my Mind. ‘That

¢ Propofitions were rejected,

Adjultment.—1 really do not recollé® Mr.

Converfation I have frequently mentioned, long before I had any

Idea of being called to this Bar.

~Is the Committee to underftand, whether, in that Converfation, =
One of the Parties a

es argued in Favour of the Propofitions, and thc

- other againft them'?

o i

the Irith Propofitions'® - -

Moft affuredly. ,
Whether Mr. Walker énd

They certainly did.

i Whether

Mr. Richardfon did not argue againft

A T
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| it appeared u, fr y it Converfa-
hether it appeared to you, from any Part of that :
tiozv tehat Mr. %%alker and Mr. Richardfon conceived that the
Opinion which they then delivered was inconfiftent with the
Esfr)idénce. they had before given to the Committee of Privy
il ? : ‘ . . ‘
CO‘;%? Evidence they had given made no Part of the Converfa-
tion at all—we talked in general on the Subject.
‘ ini a3 g ainft the
it your Opinion, that Perfons may not argue againft
Iri%lsl I;ro}pj'o‘ﬁtio‘ns, without much Apprehenfion in their Mmds
of Danger from the Confequences of them ?
I take it for granted they may.

Whether a Man may not argue for the Irith Propofitions, with-

“out being thoroughly convinced that they may be very beneficial

e - £
to this Kingdom ? o .

My Opinion is, that there is nothing that a Man may not ar-
gue for or againft. :

, in your Converfation with Mr. Richa_trdfon
andl.) gd};?w:ﬁfelll‘ei&n the }Park,' whether Mr. Righardfon did not
argue to you, if Ireland continued unreafonable in her Defnanlclls,
it would "be very eafy to bring her to Reafon, by followxgg er
Example, to enter into Non-Import_atron 1Agr<\3€ments,} and pre-
vent the Importation of Irith Goods into this Country ’ W

Yes—My Anfwer was, we fhould tht?n be at d.ecxared ar,
which was hardly to be withed; to which Mr. Rlc‘hardfon af-’,»
fented. : : : :

‘Whether, ffom the fevcred Converfations ‘you had Wit}} Mr
Walker and Mr. Richardfon, you are or are not of Opinion,
that their ObjeGion to the Irifh Propofitions arofe, in a great
Meafure, from their Diflike to t.he:Tg_x on I Uffuanvs‘.v?

And the Queftion being objected to ;5

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw.

And the Queftion was amended as follows :

‘ it di i : . Converfa-
Whether it did or did not appear to you, from the verfa-
tion you had with Mr. Walker and Mr. Rlchardﬁ?n, ‘that their
‘Obje&ion to the Irith Propofitions proceeded chiefly from the

Operation of the Tax on Fuftians ? =

Then the Witnefs W,éS called f»D,( and the Queftion, as amend-;

“ed, was put to him.

They feemed to think the R_epea‘i of the Tax on Fuftians a very

were on general Grounds.

. effential Object, and had it much at Heart ;. but their ije&io,ns

A | o Did
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Did Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon ever, by any Means, or
at any Time, admit that a Repeal of thc. late Tax on F uﬁlan-s
would take away their Objections to the Il‘lﬂl' Refolutions ? '

" The Tax on Fuftians was never mentioned in our Converfation
as coupled with the Irith Refolutions. :

Then the Witnefs was direéed to withdraw.

To report a Progrefs, &c.

- Veners,

§

i

s
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Venerisy, 15° die ﬁf’m]z} 1785.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, on the Adjuft-
ment of the Commercial Intercourfe between ‘Great Bri-
‘tain-and Freland, - ‘

TH E Committee being informed, that Counfel attended on
the Part of the Petition of the Manufacturers and Dealers
in Britith Manufacures of the City of London, and other
Cities and Towns of Great Britain, whofe Names are there-
under written ; * :

The Counfel (Mr. Piggott) was called in ;

And the faid Petition was read ; Setting forth, That the Pe-
titioners have been informed, that certain Refolutions of the
Houfe of Commons of Ireland, relating to the Adjuftment of the
Commercial Intercourfe between Great Britain and that King- -
dom, have been lately prefented to the Houfe; and that, as the
Petitioners are given to underftand, that no Alteration will be
made in any of thofe Refolutions, they apprehend that if the
faid Refolutions are carried into a Law, they will prove highly
injurious and prejudicial to the Trade and Manufaltures of this
Kingdom, and to the Petitioners in particular : And therefore
praying, That they may be heard at the Bar of the Houfe, by
themfelves and their Counfel, againft the faid Refolutions pafling
into a Law. o ; R T

The Counfel defired of the Committee that he might be per-
mitted to call his Witnefles firft, and to obferve upon the Evi-

dence afterwards, if he thould find it neceflary; and, he propofed,

in the Firft Place, to call Witneffes as to the Article of the Ma-
nufacture of Paper. ™ - o oo 0

- The Counfel being then called upon by the Committee, to
ftate the feveral Manufactures upon which he meant to offer Evi-
dence to the Committee in Support of this Petifion ; and alfo
to ftate the Order in which" he intended to produce the Evidence

on thofe feveral ManufaGures ;

He
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That he was not fu(}iclilergl}; lnnt-
- : 3 xtent,
(wer cither of thofe Queftions 11{1 gt}:ﬁ-esuon Y
i’cru&iid t;)l aréo\uld mention fome of the Ma%};:ea e e of
but that be O fach Evidence; viz.—The Manuf a1
ffer {och Eviden andles ; and that he wi
he meant to © ap—and of Candles; o
eather—of Soap , ~eed to Leather—after
Paper—"f)f L.e at hat of Papﬁr——-then procee foon as he
firft begin with tha hen to Candles; and that, as & Amittee.
Waﬁds 1t10 Slgﬁ':éigél }]: will immediately inform the Commi
is further INILrUCEs, ‘ ‘

' ‘ ‘ ho
Nhich of the Perfons w
& V‘Qgéﬁ ino the Manufa&ure of

1 Amittee,
He informed the Con R

The Counfel was _then; aﬂc;:mere
had ﬁgned this Petition was ,

' i f the Pe-
Mo which he anfwered, Mr. Marfh, whe s One of fhe &
To whicl - ; o

titigners. o
" The Counfel then called

. .

S will the Irifh Prop‘oﬁtidns, if carr;‘ed into a Law, in any and
»Wilaf*chree,. affet the Paper Trade !

2 fes now laid on—
They will affect it very materially. The Duties now fic on=

© " [The Witnefs appearing to read from a Paper]

he Counfel and Witnefs‘-werédire&cd to withdraw. |
| T e wid in giving his Evidence to‘
to any Memorandums, but
to his Direction, “Qf’

”"‘Rfyblved, That the .«faid"Witr}zfs‘,
the Commities, ' it bt;hgzufelfa or under his,
. {iich as have been:made by f, or

fl\lfllz.};t::s within hi‘s own Knowledge,

: . . the Wit~
Then the Counfel and Witnefs Wcre,.,_Cal,leé~1na~?§‘da.‘ e

- nefs v:as acquainted therewith. .
| “Tlvlc’ ‘Witnefs informed the Conh}[[ﬁ:;tes.' |
Evidence without confulting any {ally, becanfe the Duties that
3 Cwill it very materially, beCau s = = 0 fubject
- They will (ag:étrl in tli’is Country, the *IFI@T?;: n:y'nb ,IJEXI-
Py lalt(llle;pt%r:arefoge can. greatly-iundcr,fgll,u%-,\ Ahey pay Ho =

to 3—they therefore can. greatly v o

e

teé; that -he will gwehls |

S R - .

we export it in {mall”

ties are {o high—W ¢ often fhip P
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Will the Irith be able to fupply the Englﬂh Market, if thefe
Propofitions pafs, ‘at a lower Price than the Englith manufac-
tured Paper cofts ? S : :

They certainly will,

Why ? o

The Price of Labour,
ably cheaper there,

_ Are thefe all the V‘Reafons' R

. 425 per Cent. Duties upon the Paper ;-
Drawback allowed, yet t

per Cent.

Will thefe Propofitions affec the. Trade in Printed Beoks ? -
Yes; the Irith can print cheaper than we can—~—They buy
the Paper with the Duty taken off—They alfo bind them with
Leather and Vellum, which pays a very high Duty here, and none
in Ireland s this gives them a Superiority .in the Market: At
prefent they are prohibited being imported here. o

Will the Introdu@ion .of Trith ‘Paper,” worked into Account
Books, and Printed Books, into England, have any Effe&; and
what, on our Manufa&ory ? , SR UGS R

It will have this Effe&t: If exported from Ireland - to America,
and other Parts when bound, as we have no Drawback upon:
Paper when manufactured, they will gain all this ‘Advant
The Cuftom Houfe here will no '

Provifions, and Houfe Rent, are confider-

_ t'hough‘ there is a
he Drawback is not {o much as £. 25

age—

Do you:'know any other Reafon, wh
Paper Books of Accounts, and Printed
than the Englith?. . . .

- 8everal—One is, -that the high Duty.on Vellum and 'chyathcr,i :
makes our Books come higher to the Foreign Market, .. .

What Reafon have you.to think that the Irifh
procure Paper lower than the Englith ?

From the local Situation and Advantages—
They ‘can export Paper in {mall Quantities,

Drawbacks from here

y the Irith could 'aH'o‘rd
Bopks, “on lower Térms :

. can make or

Price of Labourm—
having recovered the

e85 whereas, if
Expence of
as what we receive, the Du~
aper to the Quantity of Thirty
or

> or having made it themfelves ;
Quantities, ‘the Trouble and~
the Drawback amounts to as much

Aa‘ :
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| i | ing- e awback, be-
“ofty Reams, without attempting to get the Draw , |
(c);uI;: i)iy courfe it would go fo much dearer to the FOI’?}gI’l Market
We receive about 274. and often pay 26 5. 6 d. out of it.

‘ i be laid upon Paper,

If 2 Duty equal to the whole Excife fhpulgl be laid up ‘
AccoimtuByool%s, and Printed Books, will it fuﬁiqcntly vprote&:

: Trade? o o
yo‘;l‘c‘lo rx?ofthink it will, -becaufe the Duty 1s paid 1mmed1ately,
‘before the Goods come to Market ; of .cpur.fe t.h_e Paper’Maker,
employing a larger Capital, charges a»hx_gher‘ P}rxce on thc Goods
—The Drawback is not received till Six Months after, fo the

Drawback dees not amount to fo' much' as’the Duty Qriginal‘lyr

.paid. v |
Will thefe R@gulations affect the Export Tradg ? o :
They will. o o
Becaufe they can export from Irelgmd cheaper than we can from

;England. : Lo PR LR IR . .

s it your Opinion, that the Lrith will underfell. us in other

Markets ? . R e
Yes, I believe they will. ‘

Do not the Irith now export Paper Books of Account, and

Printed Baoks, to 'America and the Weft Indies?

They do. ' : S _ ,
will théy be a_.blé to. export thofe at a lower Rate than the

Enl%}i)ﬂﬁl: .certainly, for.the Reafons before given. - .

Do you knaw of any other il Eﬁ?@&svthat; thg‘fe Refol”uti-ons’k

- .will have on the Home Confumption

i ' e ‘ i | .doﬁ to
hey will occafion thofe Books that are bought in Lon
ibe.'fmg};:tvgd from Ireland, as it will be worth »Q-l;.l;; Wh«l‘l?"t"v‘fendb

iPaper there to be printed and bound.

~ Are any Englifh fine Rags exported to Ireland:?
Yes. . v R ‘ R . |
Are there any ‘Orders for Rags now in Town from Ireland?

. oiven the : wr to
If they have not given the Orders, they have wrote over =5
Jnow the Price, and, whether they can ke fupplicd with large.

 Quntifies.

v " miffion from England to Ireland ?
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Can they be fupplied from other Countries ?

They can be fupplied with coarfe Rags from Hamburgh
and Oftend ; fine Rags being prohibited to be exported from Hol-
land, and other Parts, they will naturally apply here for them—
and there is no Prohibition laid on here, though there is upon
Wool. There is alfo a fevere Penalty in Holland, on' Perfons
exporting Rags.—Inftead of our exporting Rags, we are obliged
to import above One-third of what we manufaGure here ; and
notwithftanding that, the Mills were in 1782 obliged to lie ftill
above 2 Month for Want of Rags; and fince that the Paper
Makers have all come to a Refolution to leave off the Over-works
for a whole Year, in order to reduce the Price; and ‘they have
been obliged to continue that for 1783, 1784, and 1785, ‘

What is meant by Over-work ? A

The Demand was fo great, that they worked Nine Days to the
Week ; and the Rags being fo high, they loft Money by the Bufi-
nefs—feveral were ruined. The Irith can afford to give a higher
Price for Rags than the Englifh now do,on Account of the Labour,.
and other Advantages they have. L o

Do you know, of your own Knowledge, what the Irith Paper
Makers ;pay the Men for the Work? ‘ o '

I have enquired, and found it was about 8s. a Week; I was
informed by a Perfon who traded there; except to the Foreman,
whom they had from hence. ‘ Coe g

What did they pay him? " o
I cannot tell; but they made it worth his while to go over.
Have they then not paid him more than he got here, in order
to make it worth his while? . B o
"I think it was worth his while, though they paid the fame
‘Wages, as Provifions are cheaper, o .

What do the Paper Makers here »péj the common Workmen

B per Week, for Six Days in the Week ?

 From 104, t0 125 vpe,r‘ Week, in ,quii, fhé 'p{rvixic,»i_pa-l County
for Paper. R o S

Muft not the Irith pay much more for the Ragé than the Eng-
lith do, if they import them from this Country? '

T imagine not; 1s. per Hundred would give: the Turn of the
Scale to any Rag Merchant, R

Do you know the Expence of ,F_reight, VI:hﬁ‘i,rvalrvxcq;_‘ and Com-

Not exaly ; I know that the Freight and Infurance are ver%r/llovg,,
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Might not the Expence of Freight, Infurance, and . imif-
fion, be charged on all Rags which go from hence to Irelgr?(?] ?m 8

The Expence of Freight certainly muft. In Summer Time
they do not infure, which is the Time they want the Rags; and
as to Commiffion, they can buy them of the Rag Merchants them-
felves, without paying any Commiffion. ‘

Have you not faid, that great Quantities of Paper are e‘xportéd
from hence to Ireland, for the Purpofe of Printing ; and that there

are now great Commiffions for it ?
~ No, I'de tiot recolle@ 1 did.

Have not you faid, that it will be worth our while o cxoor
Paper to Ireland, for the Purpote of Prisiting? : ‘9 ¢xpp_r§

I'think it will, when the Prohibition of importi B
taken off, when printed. ‘ o parting Books: is

It it.is worth -our. while to export Paper to Ireland, might it
not be, becaufe Paper is cheaper in England than in Ireland; or
that they do not:make a fufficient Quantity for their Ufe? i

_ At prefent the Irith do ‘not make a-fufficient Quantity for their
Ufe. Al the Paper we print here pays a high Duty, which is
taken off on being exported to Ireland; and if prillted_ and bound
: ﬁ)e‘rz,’ we_can export cheaper from Ireland to America than from
London. A SRR

Do you underftand that all Bboks from: Ire]‘and‘ar'e' priolyli’bitéczi‘
to be imported here; or whether it is confined to fuch Books as
where there is a Copy Right> .~

I ,qndefﬁtahd that all'Books are prohibited to be i‘mpor’ted‘hére. .

When you, talk-of Books 'beiﬁg‘\ prohibited fr'bm;Béin:gf‘impoftéd :
;here, do not you mean, that they are under Duties 'high'-énoixgﬁ'f;
ito operate in general as a Prohibition? =~ = T T

I meant that, but I meant more than “that—that they ‘were
prohibited by A&-of Parliament. S eyl BT
_ Do you know what the Duty is on Books bound and unbound’
from Lrclands 1 0+ 159000 bound and, unbour

About £. 10 per Cent. ‘

C‘.Dd y%u‘kn%w témt the Duty ‘on Books bound is 19: 3d per .
Cwt. and on Books unbound 8. 94, per Cwt..except as to Books
firft compofed and ‘printed here ? St TR 'OB‘Q?k"S,

The Queftion being obje@ed to; p L

‘The Counfel and: Witnefs were direted to withdraw., .

-l

- And being again called in;; -

The Witnefs was afked, When ;yQu i_’péaﬂ% of Books Béing in
| o gemerad
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general prohibited, do you fpeak of Bocks firft compofed and
printed here and re-printed in Ireland ? '

I mean that they are prohibited—All Englith Books printed .
here, and re-printed in Ireland, cannot be re-imported inte Eng-
land. '

Do yéu mean that they are always prohibited, or only for a

certain Time {pecified in an A& of Parliament ?
I cannot fpeak to that.

Whether, fuppofing the Duties on unbound Books imported
into Great Britain from Ireland, being at prefent 8s. 9. per Cwt.
the Trade will {uffer by the Duty being reduced to 2s5. 14. per
Cwt. ? ' B . ‘

Certainly it will.

Do you mean by that, that a larger Quantity will be imported

from Ireland into Great Britain than at prefent?

Yes—and of courfe will hurt the Manufactures of Paper
Makers and Printers, and if bound, of Book Binders and Leather
Dreflers, which Trades employ a great Number of Hands.

Do you know any Means by which the Importation of Irifh’
printed Books and Irifh Paper into this Kingdom can be increafed,
without a proportional Decreafe of the fame Articles of Britifh
Produce and Manufacture. i -

I do not fee how it is poflible—the more imported, the lefs
muft be made here. . TR

Do you know whether the Introduction of Irifh Paper is pre-
vented by pofitive Prohibition, or by prohibitory Duties?

It pays the fame Duty as from Holland, which is not a pro-
hibitory Duty. T ‘

Is it fo far an operating Duty as to prevent the Importation in
‘any confiderable Quantity ¥ : ‘ o

It has not been tried yet—there has been no confiderable Quan-
tity as yet to import from Ireland. - o

‘Do you know that, under One of the Irith Propofitions, upon
Importation of Goods of the Irith Manufacture, a Duty is to: be
‘paid to countervail the Duty paid here to the Excife upon
Paper ? : ‘ E , f

Yes, I obferve fo. -

Will the Payment of that Duty on the landing of that Paper

in Great Britain, being the fame Sum as is originaily paid by the.

Bb  Manufa&urer
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ManufaGurer here, be equivalent in its Effe& to the Duty paid
here in Advance fome Months before ? o
Not quite, I think.

* At what Period of the Manufacture is the Excife Duty paid
here ? : ‘
As foon as finithed.,

1s then the Manufacurer in England, who is obliged to advance
the Duties impofed on finithing the Paper, upon the fame Terms
with the Irith Merchant, who does not pay till he comes into the
Britith Market? - . S :

Certainly not—the Irifh has greatly the Advantage ; for the
Englifh Paper producing a Duty of £.75,000 per Annum, there
muft be a Profit on that Capital fo advanced, and the Irith ex-
port to England, without any Duty, all that they make them-
{elves, and they have given a Bounty for its Encourgement.

Confidering the Advantage you laft mentioned, together with
the other Advantages you before mentioned, will 33 4. per Ream
upon Irifh Printing Paper imported be a protecting Duty to the
Manufacturer of Printing Paper in this Kingdom? :

I do not think it will. - D :

Confidering the feveral Advantages, will L. 10 ¢ per Cent. ad

valorem on Irith Writing Paper imported into. this Kingdom be

a prote@ting Duty to that Manufatture ? , L
No, it will not ; there is more than that Difference. .

. Have you any thing to ftate refpecting Stained- Paper 2
The Stained has the Drawback on the Staining of 1% 4. per Yard;
but no Drawback when fhipped on. the Paper, though it pays
3s. 5d. per Ream Duty—fo that the Irifh can. greatly underfell

us in that Article. S .

Do yoﬁ mean in Foreign Markets 2 ST
In Foreign Markets, and this Market—They {muggle it in at
prefent at Liverpool and other Places. - L

~ Are you aware that the Irifh have at prefent the {ame Ad-
-vantages of the Foreign Market which they- will have if the
Irith Propofitions pafsinto a Law? T P
They certainly have not.

In what Refpec will they have any Advantage in the Foreign
Market ? S ST , R
"If they make the Elephant Paper themfelves, they will fave.

3 4. 5d. per Ream Duty.

Cannot
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Cannot they do that now ?

" 'If our Englith Rags are not prohibited to be exported they -
cannot at prefent. 8 . P L 1 0- ¢ ,exported they

Are the Englith Ragé prohibited now ?-
They are not; but they ought to be, as ‘Wool is.

Are you aware, that the Irith will have no new Ad’ ‘ in
Ll o . - y t
th"’l f‘h‘{rel:gfilMafkﬁt‘, if thefe Refolutions pafs into a La‘;:r; wem
inkt “will s o "‘- R T (e P
Daty, Y WL g6 L before flated, they will fave the 3 ¢. 5

ththcr; at the laft Regulation of the Dutics on Paper, th’e‘
Duties on Foreign Paper were not confiderably increafed?
They were increafed, not very: conﬁderab‘ly.: o

Whether you ,tl.link, upon the Whole, that the Confumption
of Foreign Paper in Great Britain- has increafed or diminithed
fince the late Duties ? . . » IR

I believe much about the fame—I do not think it has in=
creafed. - - . Ty e e, |

Do you not think t}‘xat‘a’ny Dim‘iniut-i‘on ’u‘f'Ony the Dﬁt’ on Fo-
reign Paper WOUld’ be the Caufe of a greatgaddi.tionia‘l'C};ﬁfumg-
tion of Foreign Paper i Great Britain ? SO RS

It would caufe more to be imported. ; o

Do not you underfland, that at prefent the Duties on Trith
Paper are the fame in general as thofe on Foreign Paper ? B

I believe theyare. * + " L0 T “

) “{f]hdher }tlhedpé? fent Excife Dﬁtie‘s"éri Papcr are not lai&f;w{;
rioufly on the different Sorts of Paper, sccording to the Size of
the .PaPFr, and Denomination ? P accor mg"’"'tq‘t"h? SIZC of

It lS .. - ) ‘

Whether you know if the Irith Paper Manufacturers ‘man'u-
facture their Paper on the fame Sizes, and ac’(:ording’td ‘the fame

Denomination, as the Britith Paper is manufactured?
All that I have feen were fo; they have their Moulds from

England, and go under the fame Denomination,

~ And then he was direted to withdraw.




Mr. THOMAS BOWLES was called for, in order that he
might {peak to the Article of Paper. .0 "o

And the Witnefs not appearing; |
The Counfel was directed to withdraw.’

The Counfel was again called in, and informed, That the Com--
mittee expected that the Witnefles fhould attend, ‘that they might
be ready to come in when called for ;" and ‘that the Evidence on
each Head of ManufaGure thould-bé purfued till it was finithed.

The Counfel inforined the Committee, That he thould next
‘proceed to- the Head of the Leather Trade. ST,

Mr. WILLIAM WITHERS, Sadler in Fenchurch Street, called

in, and examined.

Do ‘you* apprehend that the Irith Propofitions, if paﬁ'cd' into a
Law, would have any Effe¢t on your Trade ? -
I do apprehend that they will be

be very injurious to my Trade.

* For what Reafons? =+
- Iunderftand the Irifh are exempt from the Excife Duties, and
they do not labour under the heavy Burthen of Taxes we do in

- this Country. 1 believe Labour to be much cheaper, and the .

Expence of Living much lefs, which I conceive to be a natural -

Confequence of their paying lefs Taxes than we do.

. A confiderable Quantity. * o AR

Do you apprehend that Ireland will, in confequence of the Pro-
pofitions, have any -Advantage over your Trade ? o

Very _rnatérially".é‘—Raw.Hides are at prefent imported into Great

. Do you purcha/fé Tanned Hides in yourTradeP | »

_‘Britain from Treland, paying no Duty, ora very {mall One; and I

conceive, that the Irifh will find it for their Intereft to manu-
tured will be brought into this Country, and not only brought
in in that State, but be made i“nt;‘o»W‘yo‘\;ght?;L_ca;he‘r,‘: fuch as Shoes,

Saddles, Harnefs, &c.

What Leather can now be imported from Ireland >
" I {peak now from Officers of the Cuftoms, whom I have con-
- verfed with, and am informed, that Wrought Leather is totally pro-

fa@ure thofe Hides into Leather, and that the Hides fo manufac-

RO
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hibited by one A¢t of Parliament, and by another there is an
Exemption for Ireland, but under a Duty that I conceive to be
virtually a Prohibition—by the Report from the Commifiioners
of the Cuftoms, I fee £. 77 per Cent. ; but thefe Officers of the
Cuftoms told me, that there was no Inftance of Wrought Leather

being imported from Ireland, but in very {mall it
that only for private Ufe. 'e‘ry ma (QantmeS, and

Are you apprifed what Duty will take - lace on Lea i
| : d ‘ Leathe -
ported from Ireland, in Confequence of the I;rifh Propdﬁti(l)nrs ?lm

I cannot fay I | - | .
‘Cent.anor;o‘g. ?; I% 'know e%caétly I }}ave been mformed L. 10 per.

If Leather is allowed to be impor rom Ire! he ‘

ed ported from Ireland on the Pay-
ment of a Duty of [. 104 per Cent. will that prevent Ifrcl:r{d
from having an Advantage in the Market ? o

| Mi:k‘év:.ll not prevent Ireland from having an Advantage in this

Is not Wrought Leather One of the natural Manufa@ures of
Ireland ? h - ' ‘

Wrought Leather is manufactured in Ireland.

. Do you kn(()iv_v a!lay Arsicle of the Britith Manufacture thét will
be more immediately endangered by thefe P ions -t .
of ore 1 y g y thefe ropoﬁgons than‘ that
‘.T};uat is too extenfive a Queftion for me to anfwer—I know the
will injure my own Trade. o - ' i

Is there any Duty impofed on: the E tati - |
England to Ireland}t mpolec. on- the Lxportation. of }Bar,kA from

Bark, I believe, may be exported to any Part of the World
Duty-free. % ‘art ot the W

~ Will the Expence of exporting Bark from England to Ireland
be {o great as to countervail the Advantage which Ireland has over
England, with refpe to the Exemption from Excife Duties, and
“other Taxes? S = L TR
Certainly not. |

_Will not the Payment of the Excife Duties on the Importation
of the Article from any other Country give the Importer an
Advantage over the Perfon who pays the Excife Duty at Home
in an earlier Stage of the Manufaure? =~ =~ 7
. It certainly will.—TheExcife Duty is paid upon the Hide before
it is cut—before it can be made into Shoes, Saddles; &c, :th’e’rcf
is a confiderable Wafte, and the Intereft of the Money is a Confi-

.deration. N L P aian

Ce | O Haye
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“Have you made any Calculation, or ¢an you give the Commit-
tee an Idea, what thofe Circumftances will amount to-/-f-It s meant,’
between the Excife Duty in the Stage of the Manufafture you
have defcribed, and in that which Wil_l cp'rrefpond with the Cop-»
dition of Wrought Leather when imported from. any other
Country? , . - . o

I have made no fuch Calculation. . v

Independent, then, of the Price of Labour, or-the State ot: the
Taxes in either Country, do you think that a Duty. of f.103 per
Cent. added to a countervailing Duty, equal to the internal Excife
Duties payable on the Importation of Wrought Leather, would
be fufficient Protection to the Home Manufacturer ¢ :

I have made no Calculation—I conceive that £. 10% per Cent.
Duty, together with a Duty equivalent to -th_e Ex__clfe Duty paid
here, paid on the Importation of Wrought Legth‘cr frqm Ireland,
© would be barely an Equivalent. S

" Examined by Members of the Committee. |
Whether ‘Bark is ot 2 neceflary Article in 'T‘anning“'of
Leather? .00 : e
Undoubtedly.

ith a nantity of Bark? o v
?iﬁxg}; ' 111212;22 %antit)}r’-—-l “know thgy’; im pOrtBark ‘frgm.
this Country. : .
‘Do you not know that they import great %‘ant"xties: from this
Countrdy, almoft the Whole they uch ; P
I belicve they import a great deal. | o
Do you think that the Irifh can import Bark from hence, and

this Country, fo asto afford the fame at'a lefs Price 'tAhanjwe can

tan it here? 7 '
I am cert L
Do you know the Price of Leather in Ireland ?

tan their Hides with it, and fend fuch in the State of Leather to

ain they can—TI have no Doubt of it.

"1 cannot fay I know it c,xa&lyi——‘l‘bkhbvx‘("c}hey ab‘oupd in*RawtX
HiIcle(:sanzr?d I?Zvé bevcry Material but the Ba;jk,‘ “and‘ the ;Bark they
can have from this Country, with the Expence of Freight only,
which I believe to be fmall. T :

" What is the Expence of Freight, Co: ;
of an}lrah;z.vy Matg'ial from Great Britain thTIrclqngl—fgow,haye

you made that Calcu}aripn ? o ’;VI doi.

ht, Comtﬁiﬂioh, and Infurance .
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I do not know what it is—I believe, in Time of Peace, very
moderate, but I cannot fay what particularly. ‘
If it is L.
the Leather ?
Undoubtedly.

Upon what Grounds do you fay that the Irifh, all Circum-

ftances confidered, can manufacture Leather cheaper than we:can
in Great Britain? ‘ :
1 form that Opinion from their abounding in Raw Hides,
having a much greater Quantity than there is in this Country—
The Price of every neceflary Article of Life I conceive to be much
cheaper there; confequently, I am led to believe -that Labour is
much cheaper there—I have before faid, that we pay an Excife,
which I apprehend they do not; that we labour under heavy
Taxes, which bear no Proportion to the Irith Taxes.

per Cent.  muft not that be added to t‘hé Price of

Are not Raw Hides allowed to bevi’rﬁpor:fed into this Country
Duty-free? ; o , ,
They are ; Duty-free, or under very {mall Duties.

‘Is-not the Charge on Freight on Raw Hides nearly the fame as
on Tanned Hides. : T
Tfuppofe it is.

Can you fay what is the Price of Labour to Perfons cinplqycd
in the Tanning Bufinefs in Ireland? - R T
I cannot.

_Can.you fay that the Pricz of Labour in all mechanic Trades in
Ireland is not as great as in Great Britain? =~
I believe the contrary. '

- Have you any Reafon to believe it, cxcep_t thofe Allegations
you have before ftated ! R C e
No other. '

You have faid that £. 10% per Cent. Duty, added to an Equi-
valent for the Excife Duties, would be a bare Equivalent for the
Leather Manufactures of this Country ;—if there is added to .
that what you have ftated to be the Charge of the Freight of Bark
to Ireland, will not that altogether be a fufficient Equivalent?

I have faid that I have made no Calculation, and I am led to
believe not. . R A Lo

Leather to Perfection PN
- In fome Sorts it 1s.

. Is not Allum a neceflary IQ“%W@?D( i,n,,bt_inging fome sortvs;,‘ of

Do
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Do not the Irith import their Allum from this Country ?
I do not know. ‘ '

s not Oil a neceflary Ingredient in bringing to Perfe@ion fom:
Sorts of Leather? e
Oil is ufed in currying Leather. -

Is Oil cheaper in Ireland than in Great Britain, do you know?
I do not know. :

Is not Salt alfo an Ingredient in bringing fome Sorts of Leather
to Perfetion.? -

T believe Salt is ufed in making fome Sorts of Leather, but I
believe in no great Quantities.

Do not the Irith import from Great Britain, as well as from
other Countries, great Quantities of Salt?
I believe they do. :

Do you think that the Irith Manufaurers in Leather, fuch

as Sadlers and Shoemakers, are arrived at the Perfection whigh is

poflefled by Perfons in the fame Trades in Great Britain ?

I believe they have not arrived at that PerfeGion—but there is
no natural Impediment ; they may arrive at the fame Perfection,
and- in a thort Space of Time :—But in fome Articles they have
nearly as good Artifts as there are in Great Britain. '

Do you know the Difference of the Price of Bark in Ireland and
England? : ‘

No. e ,

Can you fay that the Price of Bark in Ireland is not double the
Price in England ? - : * ;o B

I can fay I have every Reafon to believe it is not..

Can ‘yo{l tell what the Proportion in the Tah'ning of Leather
of the Charge of the Bark is to the Price of the Raw Hide?
I cannot tell. AR : l negrl

Can you teJl what Proportion the Price of the Oil, Salt, and
Allum bear to the Price of the Raw Hide? 4

I cannot ; nor do I conceive that any One can anfwer that, but a
Tanner—I am not fufficiently converfant. with the Manufacture
of Leather in that State. - S R

Do you know whether the Expence of Freight, and of Land

Inftances, in the Leather Manufacture ?
Iam pretty certain it does. :

" and Water Carriage of Bark, operates alfo in England, in many

A R T B
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Can. you fay what is the Excife Duty paid on Leather here, on
the general Articles? ‘ .
I underftand it to be 1 £d. per Pound-._

Can you form any Eftimate of the Value of Drefled Leather per
Pound, after having paid the Duty, and previous to applying it
to different Manufactures, taking the Average on a generél Efti-
mate ¥

I cannot anfwer it.

Will not the grazing and victualling Trade of Ireland give to
her Manufactures great Advantages towards eftablithing the Lea-

- ther Trade, fuppofing her to have the Britith Market open, and

to have acquired Capitals?
It will undoubtedly give her very great Advantages.

The Trade in manufactured Leather being at prefent protected
by a Duty of £.77 per Cent. fuppofing the Reduétion of that
Duty to f.10% per Cent. to have the Effect of opening the
Britith Market to the Irifh Manufa&ure of Leather, are you of
Opinion that the increafed Importation of Irith manufadtured
Leather into this Kingdom, will occafion a proportional Diminu~
tion of the Britith Manufadture? - .

It undoubtedly will. ~

Muft not the Charge of Freight from Great Britain to Ireland
be always added to the Coft of the Bark carried from: Great Britain
to Ireland ? o o ’ ‘

It muft undoubtedly ; but the other Advantages which Ireland
has over Great Britain, and which.I have before-enumerated, are
equivalent, and confiderably more. ‘

You have faid that, the Raw Materials and Labour beingo cheaper
in lrcland than in England, £L.10% per Cent. exclufive of the
Excife Duties, will be barely an Equivalent ;—are you of Opinion,
that there is Reafon to apprehend, that under fuch a Syftem the
Irith Manufacturer ,would gradually fupplant the Britith  Manu-
facturer, in any confiderable Proportion of his Trade, within the
Britith Market? | B

I conceive the Britith Manufaurer has not much to ap=

'prehend.

By £.101% pef Cent. being confidered br you ﬁs‘ barel a‘n
Equivalent w‘hen added to th% Excife Duty},r do you illéltigé in'
your. Calculation all the feveral Advantages you have ftated from
the grazing and vi&ualling Trade of [reland ; the Exemption

- from
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from the principal Taxes paid in Great Britain; the Difference
wou {uppofe to bein the Price of Labour; and the Payment of
the countervailing Englith Excife Duty, which is not to take
place, as in England, in the early Stage of the Manufacture, but
on the Importation of the Article into the Market ?

I {aid before, when T anfwered the Queftion, that I had mad=
no Calculation, that I had not fufficiently weighed it, and that
I fpoke as my Mind fuggefted to me at the Moment: I appeal
to the ‘Candour of the Committee, and believe that every One
that heard me did not underftand me in that Manner—and that I
was led to believe fo at the Moment. ‘

Are you then able to give any more particular Anfwer to the

- laft Queftion, than you have given ? - K
, [ Laft Queftion and Anfwer read. ] »

It 1s now placed in a much ftronger Light ; and if I had Time

to confider, I am doubtful whether I fhould have given the fame, '

Anlwer to that Queftion—1I' cannot fpeak decidedly.

“Upon Payment of what you underftood to be the counter-
vailing Duty, do you not mean that 1 id. per Ib. on manufac-
tured Leather is to be paid on the importation thereof into Great
Britain, exclufive of the Duties which are laid on particular
Articles 2 v - ‘ '

And the Queftion being obje@ed to ; '
The Counfel and Witnefs were direGed to withdraw.

And being again called in; o '
“The Witnefs fays, That he deals entirely in Saddles.

Can you fay, generally fpeaking, what Proportion the Leathér

which pays a Duty bears in Weight to the Leather which is

worked up into a Saddle; and how much it is diminithed in

the Courfe of completing that Manufacture ? e ‘
There is a very confiderable Lofs, by the Cutting, &c. but T

cannot fay how much. : ' o . o

Suppofing, then, all other Circumftances 'equa?iZCd; ‘would ﬁdt
the Irith Sudler, in paying his countervailing Duty upon the

manufactured Article, have a Gain proportionable to the Duty

‘upon the Weight, which is loft in the Britith Manufacture ?
Undoubtedly the proportionable Lofs on the Wafte would be
a confiderable Gain to.the Irith Manufadturer.—There would be

a material Difference on paying the Duty. on the  Hide before it -

is manufactured, to that of paying it on the :Articles made up
of Saddles or Shoes.—The Advantage muft be confiderable to the
” S o : Manufa&urer,

"
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Manufa&urer, if it is paid aftérwards, than what it would be if
it was paid in the Firft Inftance.

Do you know whether there are other Manufatures in Leather
in which the Wafte is equal to, or greater than the Wafte in
the Saddle Manufacure ? ‘

There are many others, in which the Wafte is very confider-
able—=whether it is more or lefs I cannot fay.

Would not the fame Advantage«operaite proportionably to each
of thofe? - : _
*Certainly.

Do you know whether Ireland has yet attained any Degree of
Perfetion in the Manufa&ure either of Saddles, Gloves, or Shoes,

They bave arrived at a great Perfection in fome Articles, nearly
equal to us, if not quite. ' ~

Would not manufactured Leather'be imported nearly as-cheap,
-or cheaper, than the Raw Hides, as to the Expence of Freight
from Ireland ? . S o

I do not know what the Freight is.

Do not you know, or have you never heard, that the Tanning of
Leather in Ireland is equal in Quality to what is tanned in Great
Britain ? o :

I believe not-at prefent—1I have Reafon to fuppofe that it will

Y
>

~—when the Demand is great, they will pay great Attention to the

Manufaéture.

Can you tell the Committee what s the fuperadded Value to
£. 100 worth-of Raw Hides imported from Ireland, when manu-
faQured into Saddles, and expofed te Sale in the Shop ?

I cannot anfwer that Queftion. : :

‘What Propéntion of the Excife paid on the Manufaéture do
you draw back on Exportation ? - R
We draw back the Whole ; but the Expences at the Cuftom'
Houfe are fo great, with the additional Stamp Duties recently im-
pofed, that I believe there is not more than One Third of
Wrought Leather entered for a Drawback. The Quantity ex-
ported muft be fo confiderable in One Entry, that fcw‘(‘l‘vlerchams

thip fo large an Article that the Drawback {hould be an Object:

Suppoﬁng the whole Eipcnge at the V_Cuﬂ:_om Houfe to be abo-
lithed, would-the. Drawback received be then equal to ‘thcv?‘i{hp}c

«of the Excife Duty paid?

- I conceive it-would, oo
: s - You
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as confiderable Wafte in the ma-
hich you have paid the Duty,

compenfate

Vou having ftated that there w
wufadurine of an Article on whi h: I
T\z:vmflf“iuiheuf_‘)rawback, exclufive of all the Expences,
or the Duty {o paid ? o . L
bllt;iedbnl(])tyadzelit to the Wafte at the Time I fpolﬁt?e.foiedi;
bef’oré fid, I underftood the E\xpenbce l’to .bc Iiléda'. P}?; 41‘5.»’ Lad

) Ak vofitively. ‘The Drawback 1s 1 d. per 1o 0 =
zitwfpggékpthiz l}m{e, the ,Waﬁe \Wrill‘; be a Lofs ’to tn¢ Manu-
facturer. o " v ' | , f ,
i anufaGurer to pay the fame Duty of 1 4.
o e the Advantage yove,r the Enghf(li]?Mamb

i £ is - wafted
fadtur “that he has paid the Duty for that is wa :
faé;? ltf}::‘eclgzltl ti;qpaid on \‘/DVrought Leather, h‘e will not only df; |
i "'"(n AdVZntage from paying it in that State, owing to the:
%-}Izﬁ‘e but thé Intereft of his Money. There muft be ahgregtelr
A‘dvah,tage to the Manufadurer In paying the Duty on the Sale
of his Manufacture than on ‘ghe Hides. .

W hether in your Trade the Walte is very corllﬁderablne.?
It is. : - —
' i i -vailing Duty to be pai
: her, in fpeaking of the countervariing . peid L
thy;g?‘; ;xrnport}érs ofbmanufa&ured Lehat}:er, you underftood the
‘ ‘ntended to be. 114, per 1b, Weight ! L "
D uiq;;gizr};czd it muft be confiderably tx.lore;aor it dlS ,(r)lgte; :g)lr]i(&:g_

‘o to the Wafte before me:ntmne ; an —
xa}slclet’tﬁimlghave not mentioned Pm-kes me more ﬁgonlg;ymi ;ﬁf
Duty is paid on the Hide before i{t‘t{:ﬁs\ cur;rwfd.}:—;t-}el’gr c;nu;{ inu-

i Hi - Confiftency of L ,
tion of the HIe o e Part of the Manufacture.
- Lofs and Wafte than in any other Part o -,
Iam ilnfocr)rried the Excife Laws were, fome Time ﬁnce,t }iqt Vf;z;e

'2d into Execution in Scotland in the farpe Manngé_als am)ir vere
o En land. In Scotland ‘the Tanner cut .th? _ 43, an E%:»n d
11111 D§t on the Prime Part of the Skin {o diminithe -—1; 1§ m%
Iifi Ma)rzlufa&urer paying it on Sthe iwl:‘iolf: I.;hdeu;rrl“’gt ; fooaftc;

ides then brought from Scotland in = : s to

}gdéstliegealer in thatg Article here very coqﬁdelalél_y, bu;[ ;;C;s,,

. f}V othlrx&'ife.éf mean to fay, that, owing to that lxlrhcum; 5
‘?ISC Enelifh Manufacturer was ‘underfold by the :Scot.c . |

Yo - ' ' that the Englith Manu-

‘ hend that the Reafon that t ; fant
£ él%) oéz 012 r?gt? rﬁd:\? underfold by the Sco;tcl*{ 1is, thgt | theNlIZxcrllgc;
liavgg are put into Execution in ‘SCotla“nd':‘l;r‘-lvthc“:l; fg@c an
a$ in England :

Yes.

Suppofe the Ir
per 1b. will he not have the

greate

l
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Whether, undet all Ci‘rcumﬁances,v if the Duties were equva’i‘
" between Great Britain and Ireland, the Irith would not be able to

underfell you in the ‘Articles in which you trade?

-not.

Queftion repeated. '
~ I.do notthink we fhould have much to fear—I conceive the
Irith at prefent work much cheaper, but when the Manufa&ures
flourith, and the Expences are equally great, which I apprehend
would not be a great while firft, that the Englifh Manufa&turer
would not have much to apprehend, if the Duties were the fame
~—undoubtedly at prefent it would be otherwife. :

Whether, if the Duties on Importation and Exportation be-

tween ‘Great Britain and Ireland were exadtly equal, the Irifh |

‘do not manufacture at {o much eafier a Rate, that they would not
'be able to underfell you in thofe Articles in which you deal
Th‘cy would, moft undoubtedly. =~~~

- Whether  your principal Trade does not confift in exporting

 8addles, and other Horfe Furniture, and Harnefs, te North Ame~

rica and the Weft Indies ?
That is my principal T'rade, 'I have little other.

Whether your Father before you did not catry on the Trade ?
Yes, and I fucceeded to him in the fame Line, and it has

- exifted near Fifty Years. ’ , ; v
Whether the Irith have yet exported to North America or the |

Weft Indies Saddles or Horfe Furniture which have borne any

Competition with the Britith? = - !

¢ = They certainly have not exported any Quantity-that has arrived
- to-any Competition with ‘the Britith—but an Infant Manufacture
muft have fome Time before it can arrive at any great Perfection
or Extent—The Irith are under One Difadvantage—~I believe the -

Merchant in Ireland is poor; it muft be fome Time before he

can acquire by his Trade a fufficient Capital to vie with the

Whether the Saddlery of Ireland is equally good with t‘ha_p‘of;
England, when compared.in its Price ? o eyt

"I have before faid, that the Manufacture of Leather is not ar-
rived. at the Perfetion it is in this Country, confequently the

“ Articles 'made” of that Leather cannot be equal in Quality—but,
the Price confidered, I very much doubt whether in the American

Ee " Market

If the Duties were equal,- the Price of Labour, I conceive, is k

Jf
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Market we fhould have a Preference.—~The Articles of that Kind
‘exported to America are in general of an ordinary Quality.

Whether, to your Knowledge, Saddlery is not exported from
Great Britain to Ireland:?

I do not know that it is, unlefs in very fmall Quantities,. for

the private Ufe of Individuals.

When the Leather Manufaé’cory of -Ireland is fuﬁimently ad-
vanced for the Manufacurer there to export, whether you are not
of Opinion that the Irifh will be more likely to meet you in a
Foreign Market than in the Home Market, paying a Duty here
of ,(: 10 ¢ per Cent. and meeting there on an Equality ? -

There are Advantages to the Irith, which perhaps may not be
equrvalent but which are confiderable, and which would lead
him to givea Preference to the Britith Market.—It is ufual in al-
moft every Factorage Bufinefs for the Faor to advance Money
to the ManufaGurer—The Irith ManufaGurer would find a Fator
or Warehoufe Man here, who would receive his Goods, and
advance Meney upon them, though they were not fold—the
{ending them to a Foreign Market is uncertain—they might li¢ in
the Britifh Faéor’s Houfe under that Lioan till he had an Opper=
tunity. to {ell them, and I have no  Doubt but that- this would
welgh very much with the Irith Manufacturer.

What Kind of ©il is ufed in the Preparation of Leather 2

T do not underﬁand the. Manufa&me of Leather-—«I believe 1t rsx‘

Train Oil, but do not know

W hether you can exactly afcertain what has been paid in Duties

in the Manufacture of any given Quantity of. Goods in the Trade"

—in One Saddle for Example ?

The Duty is paid on the Raw H1de-—1t paﬁ'es through the‘_‘f'
Hands of the Tanner and the Currier: before it comes: to our

Hands, and I cannot "d"certam the Duty on any partlcular Specres’
of Goods. S - :

Do you think it would be. poﬂible to lay fuch 2 Duty on the

Importation of an Irith'Saddle; as would exaétly countervail the

Duties which have been paid on an Englith Saddle of the fame
Quality, through the different Stages of its ManufaGure.?.

I think it poflible to lay fuch a Duty, but very dlﬁicult to af-'

certain what that Duty fhould be.

In order to afcertain it, do you thmk that the Duty upon thew

Leather a&ually in the Saddle ﬂlould be taken mto Conﬁderanon,

or
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- Saddles, of all the-different Shapes, S1zes, and (Lalmes of whxch

.carrying on the Buﬁnefs for the Britith Market or the F orexgn
Market ? . i
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-or the Duties o 4// the Leather whlch has been ‘ufed in the
making of it?

On a/l the Leather which has been- ufed in the making of it.
—1I have before faid it is paid by Weight on the Hide.—It is fo
much charged in the manufacturi ing, drying, and cutting to wafte,

that to lay a Duty on the Leather in the Saddle would not be an
Equwalent

pr Rt s S

Is the Wafte of Leather equal in different Saddles, of drﬁ'erent v
Sizes, Shapes, and Qlahtles?

Certainly not, -there is a.very great Difference.

By what Means then do you imagine the Duties can ‘be laid
on thefe Articles imported from Ireland, fo as exa&ly to coun-
tervail the Inland Duties payable in this Country?

I have before faid I conceive it poffible, but difficult. —Itis
practicable to afcertain the particular Sort of Saddles and Sizes;

‘but I fhould fuppofe a Duty might be laid that would be ‘equi- ;.
valent, but it -would be very difficult.

Whether the Wafte in all Saddles of equal Sizes, though of
different Shapes-and Qualities, is equal ?
Not of different Shapes and Qualities.

Is the Committee to underftand, that in order to render this
Duty equal, there muft be feparate Clafles and Defcriptions of

any Saddles are made in Great Britain? -
I fhould think it would be neceﬁ'ary

Whether you conﬁder that a greater Caprtal is. neceﬂ'ary for

A much greater Capttal is. neceﬁ'ary for. the Foreign I Malket

" And ~then: the Wl:ttncfsfzwa@dl,fe,‘é‘wd to wl,«,th_d_raww,

Mt.
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frreat Numbers.——At Glafgow, and thereabouts, a very great Num-
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| Mr. T HOMAS BEL L, War -choufe Man, m Cateaton

Stleet, ‘London, called in, and examined.

And mforms the Commtttee, “That he keeps a Warehoufe, and

~is a Factor of Goods for the Merchant.

The Counfel informs the Committee, that he calls this Wit~

" nefs to fpeak to the Article of Leather; and that he is a large

Exporter of Shoes

Are you an Exporter of Shoes ?
I fell Shoes to the Merchant, who exports them.

) ?
Where do you purchafe or procure the Shoes you fell ?
They are clheﬂ? configned from Scotland—1I have a great many

a]fo ﬁ om Staffordfhire.

Is the Bufinefs of Shoemaking carried on to any great Extent

_in Scotland ?

‘It is now carried on toa very great Extent in Scotland.

Is it for Home Confumptlon, or chleﬂy for Exportation?
I have faid that I deal only in Exportatwn, ‘and therefore 1t is

,‘_; for Exportation T have the Goods.'

. 'What Number of People do you apprehend to be employed
in Scotland in this Manufacture ?

I cannot pretend to fpeak as to the Number of People em-

ployed in Scotland in this Manufature exally.—It is a Manu-

) hich was hardly known in’ Scotland Twenty Years ago,
‘fi&?hr: ‘lv?de that I novl; deal in it; I mean for ‘Exportation,

h the Medium of the London Market.—Some Perfons
lhh?:rght there would be a great Advantaae in manufa&uring Shoeﬁ
in Scotland, where the Wages were much cheaper, if they wit
thefe Goods could fupply the Loondon Merchant—for this Purpofe
they came up to London themfelves about the Time I mentioned;

and learnt the Manufacture here on the London Principle. --They ‘

Per-
d to Scotland, carrying with them a few intelligent

l’ghusmlh tl:)e Bufinefs, andythey commenced the Manufacture in
different Towns there—Firft in Dundee; there are employed

there fully Eight hundred or One thoufand People in this Manu-

facture now.—Perth alfo employs an_equal Number.~~Montrofe,

and all the Towns from thence to Aberdeen, have a great Num~

ber of thefe Manufacturers.—In the Weft Country there are alfo

bcr.
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ber.~1I therefore conclude there cannot be o few as Twenty or

Thlrty thoufand always employed in - that Manufa&me in Scot-
land

From whence was this Manufa&ure carried into Scotlana -
I think Ihave anfwered that in my laft Anfwer.

* What was the prmcxpal Caufe of ‘its Removal mto Scotland P
The Occafion was a View of Intereft.”

What were the Advantages the Scotch had in carrying on thts

Manufa&ure ?

“They were able, from the Cheapnefs of Prov1ﬁons in that Coun-.
try, and the confequent low Price of Labour, to-manufacture the
Article fufficiently cheap to bear all the Expences of Carriage up:

to London, and to undetfell the London, or even ‘the Engllfh Ma—
nufa&urer.

Is thls Buﬁnefs increafing, or on the Declme in Scotland? -
I rather think it is upon the Decline.

- To what do you attribute that Decline >
Thereare various. Caufes, no Doubt.~In the Firft Place, there
are but few Orders now in London for this Manufaéture, and |
befides that, a confiderable Alteration has taken place in it, owing-.
to an A& of laft Seflion, T believe, which feparated the Tanner .

from the Shoemaker, and this has natuxally gwen a dtﬂ.’etent
Turn to the Manufaéture. i .

Have you read or confidered the Irith Propoﬁtlons 2

“I'have read them a few Days ago, which I believe is the Reafon,
of my being here this Day ; for I underftand that Ireland will be
upon a much preferable F ootmg even to Scotland, and that the =
Succefs of this Manufacture in Scotland’ may be expected at leaft to
be equalled by the Irith. Under this Apprehenfion, I have afked

feveral People about it, but I have had no Informatlon to make
my Mind eafy.on the Subje&.

Do you then apprehend that the Irith Propoﬁuons thl hwﬁen
the Decline of this Manufacture in Scotland? -

W1thout Doubt I apprehend 1t w1ll do fo.

Do you appr ehend that Shoes are- at prefent prohlbtted to bc '

1mported from:Ireland into England ? -
1 underftand that Shoes may be imported from Ireland into -

- England, but under fuch 4 Duty as aﬁ'ords 10 room to qpprehend

any Thmg from the Importat:on of them.

F £ What
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- What is that Duty ?

I believe £. 77 per Cent. ad valorem.

If that Duty was repealed, do you apprehend any Danger to
the Trade? | - B
* Certain Deftru&ion. ‘

Are you of Opinion that a Duty of [. 10 % per Cent. added to
the Duty to countervail the internal Duty, would fecure the Ma-
nufactures of this Country againft the Confequences of a Compe-
tition with Ireland? ‘ ‘ .

Perhaps if that Duty could be laid exadly, to be paid as upon
the Tanned Hide here, with an Addition of £. .10 3 per Cent. it
might for a while prote& our Manufactures from being materially
injured. : ‘ ‘

Ts the Committee to underftand by that Anfwer, that it is your
Opinion, that L. 10 per Cent. with the countervailing Duty,
would be no Security for any Length of Time to the Manufac-
tures of this Country ? XE

I thould apprehend, that when the ManufaCture arrives at a
Degree of Perfection, they might be able to manufacture Shoes in

Ireland, and fell them in London, though they paid £. 101 per -

Cent. becaufe I conceive that they will derive ‘Advantage greater
than that from the Cheapnefs of Labour, which is always known
to become cheapet by the Number of Hands employed in it.

Do you underftand what is meant in the Irifh Refolution by
the countervailing Duty ? Ce R
-+ fuppofe it means a Duty to balance the Duty of Excife—but
to calculate-that feems to me impoflible, and. ‘t“hgncq arifes my
Alarm.. C : o

In what will the Difficulty of that Calculation confift? - ,

The Excife is, I underftand, 14 4. per Ib.—the Hide, which
pays. that Duty, contains a Variety of Qualities all fubject to the
fame 1}d.—Suppofe the Average Price of the Hide to be 104.
—1: 4. upon that is L. 15 per-Cent. ;- but if One Thl{l‘d of that is
cut into Offal, valued at 5 d. the 13 4. will then be £, 30 per Cent.
on that which is Offal.—When the Hide is cut up into Stuff
for Shoes a very great Proportion ftill goes to Wafte, Total

‘ Wafte, that is.—Whence I infer, that it would be very difficult to

ftate any countervailing Duty when it is made up, if at all
poffible.” - SR : '

Whe:hcf, if thé.t Ekcifc Duty on Shoes co,hld- be afcertained,

it would not be neceflary to add to it a certain Confideration- for

Sl g3
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the Intereft of Money, and other Difadvantages, fuftained by the
Englith Manufacturer, on account of the more early Stage in
which he pays the Excife Duty ? , o

Certainly, in«all Cafes when fo large a Proportion of the Prime
Coft goes to the Excife, it is a great Advantage, if it could be
avoided, to pay that when the Article is fully made up; and that:
is, I think, a very great Advantage, and would be found of very
material Confequence to our Manufa&ture.

Is the Difference of paying the Duty in that early Stage, or
when the Article is made up, capable of being'calculated ?

-1 know of no Injury fo great to a ManufaGurer as the Payment
of Duties in the Firft Stage of his Bufinefs; becaufe, if he could
employ his Capital in purchafing the Raw Material, his Bufinefs
would confequently be carried on with a Degree of “Vigour pro-
portioned to the Sum laid out in the Excife. '

Is the Committee to underftand, that it is your Opinion,. then,
that the Intereft of the Money only would not be that Com-
penfation? : D ‘ ’

No, certainly not, it would not be a fufficient Compenfation
—~—When I fay that, I fpeak of Shoemakers, who are not rich
Men, and cannot afford to lie out of their Money for the Sake
of the Intereft. S ' '

i Are not undreffed Hides _nov‘fz ‘impcz)rv‘:éd ihto Great Britain from
Ireland? = o ‘
Raw Hides I underftand are, and Calf Skins in a moft amazing

(Qantity——f heard a principal Tanner fay, Fifty thoufand Dozen
laft Year. S C ' ;

If the Irith Propbﬁtion,é pafs, are you of Opinion that the Irith
will then continue to fend Raw Hides, as_now, to the Englith

Market ? , L
They will be very much to blame to do it—their Intereft points

“out to them 2 dificrent Condudt.

~ In what State of the Manufacture will the Irith then fend their
Leather to England? o SRR

The fame Motive that would induce them. to manufa@ure the
Raw Hides into Leather, would alfo induce them to carry the
Manufa¢ture through all its Branches—their Intereft. '

Is it your Opinion that the Irith Propofitions will tend to the
Eftablithment of the Manufacture of Shoes in Ircland, and to the
Supply of the Britith Market? =~ = A
- It will 'tend certainly to the eftablithing the Manufa&ure in
Ireland, and I am afraid the othe; would be the Confequence.

Can
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Can you ftate what Advantage the Infh would enjoy over the
Encrlx{h in carrying on this ManufaGture ?
If they pofiefs Advantages equal to Scotland, which I appre-
hend they do, the Succefs of their Manufacture might naturally
be fuppofed to be equal; and I have mentioned a Circumftance to

fthew that Scotland now empleys a-great Number of Men in this
Bufinefs, which Twenty Years ago employed none in it.

What is the Dlﬁ'erence between the Price of the Raw H1des in
Ireland and England ?

1 do not know, but if they were as dear in Ireland as here they
would not be fent here to fell. :

Is there not a great Lofs or Wafte of Leather f‘rom the Period
of its paying the Excife till it is ﬁt to. be manufactured into Shoes
and other Articles? : r

Very great.

Will the Leather- 1mported from Ireland into England be liable:

to the fame Lofies ﬁom the Time of its paying the countervaﬂmg
Duty? .
I thould not thmk that the Irith would fend it here before: they'
had reduced it as low as they poffibly could in Point of Weight,
which may be done, without injuring the Leather, between the -
Time of its being tanned and made up into Shoes; and it was
this Advantage which the Scotch had of ‘fhaving the Hide before
it paid the Excrfe, which occafioned the Alteration that took
Place lalt Year in Scotland 5 and this' ferves to- lhew that it may
be done, and therefore that i itwill be done.. ’

- Can you ftate any other Inconvenience Wthh you apprehend
will follow if thefe Refolutions thould pafs?

I know of no other Inconvenience but that it will fupplant our
Manufa&ures.

Is it your Opinion that thefe Refolutrons, if paﬁ'ed Wlll operate
in any Degree as an Encouragement to Emigration ?
I think the Irith will be able to offer conﬁderable Advantages:

to Artizans to go over there, and I beheve a Journeyman Shoe-“

maker mlght be 1nduced to go. :

Evamined

VRIIYRNEHTS S T - SR T AU R PR 3

. enable the Irith to work fo much under us, we muft have an equal
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Examined by Members of the Committee.

How will the lowering of Duties on the Importation into Great
Britain caufe certain Deﬁlué’uon to the Britifh Exportation
Trade?

By enabling the Petfon who 1mports upon low Dutlﬁo here tor
underfell thofe Who pay 2 high Excile.

‘What additional Advantage the Irith Propoﬁtrone, if adopted
will glve to Ireland, in the Exportation Trade, of which they are
not now in Pofleflion ? _

- I underftand that the Irith may now export freely to any Coun-
try where they pleafe, except Great Britain; and therefore the
Thing wanted by them is fufficient Capital, and intelligent Arti-
zans :—The Way to obtain both which feems to be opened to
them by thefe Propofitions, and my. Reafon for faying fo is, it is
not always convenient to a Manufaturer to export the Goods he
makes, though he may have the Pr1v1lege of domg fo, becaufe his
Returns are very uncertain ;—but in London it only requires to
bring the Goods to Market, and Purchafers evén for Ready Money
will be found ; but atall Times the Manufacturer can fix the Pe~
riod of his Payment—thus he acquires a Capital: Andas to the
other Part, which is fkilful Artizans, the Intercourle between the

“T'wo Countries gives an eafy Opnortunitv of acquiring them,

- Whether the Advantages - "llready poflefled bv the Irith in~ ‘the
Export Trade are not fufficient to induce Perfons rather to anply
their Capital;- and endeavour to procure intelligent Artizans for

carrying on their Bufinefs in Ireland, rather than in Scotland?

I thould cer t’unly think fo. I ipeak of this particular. Monu-
facture, .

Do you tnmk that any Duty. upon the Importatlon of manu-

‘faé’cured Leather from Ireland would be « countexvallmg Duty,

unlefs it were fufficient to balance not only the 114 per Pound
Weight Excife Duty upon Leather, but alfo the whole Lofs of
the Brm{h ManufaGure arifing from Wafte, and from the Ad-
vance of Money ?

I do not think that any Duty can be faid to countervail, where
the Balance is againft us; for if all thefe Things co-operate to

Allovv'mce fome how, to put us on equal Terms,

Gg " Whether
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Whether the Wafle in different Branches of manufactaring
Leather is not very different ? ‘
I thould fuppofe fo, ‘but I am .not converfant in-this.

Do you attribute the Succefs in Scotland, in this Manufalture,
to the comparative Cheapnefs of Labour there?
I can attribute it to no other Caufe.

 Is Labour conﬁderabiy cheaper in Ireland than in England ?
I do not know what the Price of Labour is_in Ireland, of my
own Knowledge ; I take it from Mr. Orde’s Speech in the

1

‘Houfe of Commons in Ireland, which makes me believe that it

is much cheaper there.

From what did you take Mr. Orde’s Speech ?

1 bought a Pamphlet which contains it.—I do not anfwer for its
Authenticity. ' V ' o : o
" Has the Manufactare declined in England, in the fame Propor-

tion it has improved in Scotland, in the laft Twenty Years ?

I do not know.

Whether it is your O_p‘inion;.that every Thing that checks the
Importation of a Raw Material is of itfelf an Injury to ‘Manu-
facture? I : ' . ,

That is my Opinien. o |

Do you not believe, that under the new Arrangement Ire-
land will rather work up her own Raw Materials, than fend
them to England ? , , : S

I think fo; and I faid fo before. .

Do you think it confiftent with the Welfare of a Trading Coun-
try, to encourage the Importation- of a Manufa&ure, and ‘to dif-
courage that of Raw Materials ? H , :

I thould imagine nothing could be worfe Policy than that.

And then the Counfel and Witnefs were directed to with-
draw, A o

To report a Progrefs, &c.

[ 19 ]

Fovis, 21° die Aprilis 1785.

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houfe, on the Adjuft-

ment of the Commercial Intel*c.our{e between Great Bri-

tain and Ireland.” -

7 HYHE Committee proceeded further on the Petition of the
. Manufa&urers and Dealers in Britith Manuofacures of the
.City of London, and other Cities and Towns of Great Britain.

The Counfel was .called in, and informed 'the Commuttee,
that he defired to proceed, in the next Place, to. the Article of
Cut Glafs. : o .

Mr. JOHN BLADES, a Cut Glafs 'Manufa‘é’ch‘rer,‘ and
a Dealer in Plain Glafs, on Ludgate Hill, London, was
called in, and examined. S = o

Do you apprehend any Danger to the Cut Glafs Manufattory,
if the Irith ‘Propofitions pafs into a Law? - - - o

Yes ;—from the Advantage the Irith Cut Glafs ManufaCturer
will have from his procuring his Plain Glafs at a ‘much cheaper
Rate than it can be manufactured in' England. s ' :

At what do you eftimate the Advantage which Ireland 'uwiH‘
have over Great Britain in this Article of Manufacture ? ‘
About £. 5o per Cent. EEERR o

How does that Difference arife ? ,
I conceive it to arife from a Duty impofed on Glafs in 1777,

-which advanced it £. 25 pet Cent.—there was a. Duty prior to
ithat, in 1746, and Three £. 5 per Cents. on both thofe Duties ;
—the Irith not being fubject to thofe Duties makes the Dif-
ference. SRR S ey ,

Do you know when the Firft Duty was impofed in England?
In 1746, I believe, S R
 What was that Duty »

xdioperlb. ‘
o About
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About how much per Cent. was tl}at?
I do not know the Price at that Time.

What is the Whole that the Cut Glafs ManufaGure pays ?
It is very difficult to afcertain. ,

About what do you eftimate it?
I cannot fay.

At what Stage of the Manufacture are all the different Duties

paid ?

i f: -e—while in the Pot'in a
In the carlieft Stage of the ManufaGure—whi J q

liquid State. | _
Are there any other Difadvantages which will affe&t this
Trade? g S
The Difadvantage which feems likely to gﬁ'.e& it r.noﬁ is the
Advantace the Irith will have in fending it into this Country,
which Advantage arifes from our paying the Duty in an early
Stage of the Manufatture, and they paying the nominal Duty
on Importation, provided the Irifh Propofitions p_af{s} into 2

land ? ‘ . o
- There is a Duty on 1t, Wh\x,chyamogynts,,to a Prohibition,

Do you apprehend any Danger to your Bufinefs by taking off -
that prohibitory Duty ? _ o :

The Danger I apprehe_nd‘ is th_
Line of Bufinefs to Ircland. '

Is it your Opinion, that it will be eafy to afcertain the‘cQun-‘-n
ﬂterVZillilzlg Dut;), if Cut Glafs thould be imported from Ixfelgnd 2
I think it will be very difficult. T R R

¢ Emigration of Artifts in that

As the Excife Duty 1s, paid in the early Stage of the Manu-~

facture, is there not a great Lofs in the cutting of Glzt’fgl?v‘
There is a very confiderable Lofs. - = T

May that Lofs be eafily ca’lcu]a.tedv? b, |
It izvarious, from One Twentieth to One Half.

Are the Glafs Cutters ever deterxcd' from making Experiments
for the Improvement of the Trade, in Confequence of Ehe Pa};r-
ment of the Duty in an early Stage, and the fubfqu‘em uncer-
tain Lofs that arifes from the Cuiting ? R L R T
We are very much deterred..

If

SRR U e S e o, ARSI

Is Cut Glafs prohibited to be imported now from Ire- .

T
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If the Irith pay no internal Excife Duty under the fame Cir-
cumftances, do they labour under the fame Difadvantage?

By no Means, B T

1 ﬁre there any Glafs Manufa&ories eftablithed now in Ire-
and ? ' ‘ :

Some very lately—Manufa@urers have gone from this Country.
—A Mr. Hill, a great Manufa@urer from Stourbridge; is lately
gone to Waterford, and has taken the beft Set of Workmen. he
could get in the County of Worcefter with him,

How many Glafs ManufaGurers do you know have gone to Ire-
land—do you know any others befides Mr. Hill ?
I have heard of others—but do not know them.

Have you underftood that vany others have gone ?
I have. ‘ : g -

Do you know how many Glafs Manufaories are eftablithed in
Ireland ? , ' S .

There are Nine—Six of them are Flint Glafs ManufaGtories—
One is 2 Houfe for making Broad Glafs, and the Two others for
making Bottles, = . SR

Is the Duty drawn back on the Exportation of Cut Glafs ?

The nominal Duty is drawn back ; but there is a great Watte,
and the Duty is drawn back only on what is actually fhipped ;

~and there is alfo great Expence in the Shipping.

When the nominal Duty is drawn back on the Exportation of
Cut Glafs, what is the Lofs arifing from the Wafte, and the Ex-
pences incurred by what is neceflary to be done in order to. obtain
-the Drawback ?. T T A P ‘

That I cannot exatly {peak to.

- Do you apprehend that the Irith Propofitions will occafion the

Emigration of ManufaGurers in your Trade to Ireland ? S
I think they will emigrate—where the Glafs Makers. have the
Advantag}e,}» there the Glafs Cutters will follow.

Do you know about what is the. Amount ‘ofi thé D,u-tyg,:a_étgally

paid to Government on your Manufacture P

I cannot fpeak to that. o - S

Do you know. the whole Amount of the Duty paid on the Glafs
ManufaGture? T L =

« I believe about £. 8.Q,o§‘°gPer-‘Anm%m,-,“ B
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Do you apprehend the Glafs Manufadure is ﬁouriﬂiing,‘in
Ireland ? 3 ol e - ’
I underftand it does.

Are you of Opinion that a Duty of £. 10} per Cent, together
with the nominal Excife Duty, if that could be afcertained, would
be a Prote@ion to the Englifh Manufacturer againft the Danger
of a Competition with Ireland? R -

I do not think that would be fufficient.

" Examined by Members of the Committee,

When you talked of the nominal Duty on Importation from
Ireland, did you mean a Duty adequate to the Glafs Duties paid
here ? o

I meant that the Payment of that Duty would not be ade-
quate, ‘ ' :

What do you conceive to be a Duty adequate to countervail
the Duty paid here in the early Stage of the Manufa&ure, con-
fidering the Advance made by the Englith Manufacturer, and the
contingent Loffes for Breakage, and other Failures in the Progrefs

_of bringing the different Articles of Cut Glafs to-Perfetion for

the Market ? ' '
I cannot fay exa&ly, but it would be: fomething very con-
fiderable. o L
Wil it not vary very much, as to every different Species of the
Cut Glafs? ST A S L RPN
It will vary in the Manner I have before defcribed, from One
Twentieth to One Half. R A PR N
'Is there any Rule by which the particular Proportion. can be
affixed and afcertained, with refpe& to the different Species ?
I do not know-of any Rule, the Articles are fo various.

Ts not the Variation alfo affe&ed both by the continual Change
‘of Fafhion, and by the Difference of Skill in the different Ma~
nufaures ? Lol IR LS F AR O

Certainly it is.

I you were fhewn particular Articles of ‘high-wrought and

high-finifhed Cut Glafs, could you and others in the:Bufinefs afcer-

tain with any Precifion, from the View and Examination of fuch
A . ‘ ~ Articles,

S Therexs. ‘

————

[ rz3 ]

Articles, the Weight of Glafs which may have been cut away,
- ot otherwife wafted, in order to bring them to that Perfection ?
We could very nearly alcertain it. ' )

Muft not the afcertaining it depend in a great Meafure on the
Examination of each Article; and do youw know, or believe,
whether it can be done byany general Rule applicable to the
feveral Clafles of the ManufaGure? =~ :‘

Yes, I think it may be done, by clafling them according to
the Rifk of the Work there is upon them. =~ =

~ Will you name fome Articles in which the Rifk is particu-

larly great? o o . o
Ornamental Articles of Luftres and Girandoles are the moft

hazardous. . ¢ RPN : : :

In the cutting of Luftres and Girandoles, will not the Rifk
vary much, according to the Degree of finithing, which is ex-
pected to be given? = - L T :

* It will vary very much.

- How then is the general Rule of a countervailing Duty to be
applied to a Clafs of Articles which vary fo much in their Ritk
and Wafte? - R

" I'do not fee how it can be done. -

+ Isit not probable that the Manufacture of -Cut Glafs may be
carried to a greater Perfe@ion when the Experiments can be made
free from the Duties now paid here, on that which muft be
melted again before it comes to Market? "
‘There is great Probability of it, that being the greateft Ob~
je&ion—when I have applied to a Manufaéturer to make any Im-
provements, he has generally objected, faying, that he is {ub-
je& to the Duty, whether he fucceeds or not. '

* Is it not fometimes of great Confequence in preparing particu-
lar Articles, both for the Home and Foreign Market,. to give a

-peculiar Tint and Clearnefs to the Manufacture, Wh’igzh,can» be

only obtained by repeated Experiments ?
It is of great Confequence, and can only be done by repeated

‘ Experiments.

"~ Can you fay‘ whether thﬁfc is a great Export of Cut Glafs to
Foreign Countries? .~~~ . 0o

i"To

DAk aion . At
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antries principally?
;r’farﬁlela:ﬁg()lilgftﬁgis :Efclin top th)ra Eaft Indies principally—to all
Countries in fact. .
Has not this Export increafed of late Years confiderably ?-
I do not know. - |
‘Arti ted in general of great Valq@ ?
1}\&/[re noatrft:heoﬁll:rlsc lijoiggn:e ofgfmally Value ;—thofe to the
Eaft aIIXlie’s ’aré generally not of great Value.

Is not great Skill required in cutti&g tl;c very fine A;tiglcs of
Cut fuch as Girandoles and Luitres ! .
Cufncii;fséefl’chinds;great Skill is reqmred.

i exported to Ireland ?
imagine that that Skill may be expor  Ire
]I?f;ois}r :;lr;afg;g;?c;orted,, not only to Irclagd but to France.

: - Manufa&ure of
. he Export of Glafs,.theﬂ Gur |
« :Do you beheveuig?{)et d?minlijﬂled, if th¢ Irith (:}a,fs was .all‘ov;r::g
thli)ci)rlxl;;g&ec‘lv lc;ere and ex\ported again to Ruflia, France,
to be N

th?IfEfli;r;ii;sélly the nominal Duty, I have no Doubt but it

1d, and they could fupply this Market, and it would be ex-
would, L

; h
ted from this Country, as it could be rganufaé?tg;cd muck
ed - PR e R |
gﬁéapcr there than it could be here. | o L
‘C u keﬁimate what is the Difference .b@tweef’, tb\e Jeal Bl
an you eftimat St

" The alﬁ:ﬁﬁfi?tgﬁféf Phin Glafs can afcertain that—I can-

You think then it can be afcertaxype} L
I think it can. SERY ;

' the real and nominal Duty
Whether the Difference between the real and nomin

‘ , Gure?
Glafs is the fame on every Article of that: Manufa&urc
Onl ‘cannot fpeak to ‘;hg‘t.' : SRR

Whether the Rifk in fome Ai‘tiCIés 'o‘f‘".th'e’ Manufa&ure Of v.
et : -

Glafs is not much greater than in othcrs ST
- It is much greater.

. nufadurer is ~1.10,t greater or |
‘ . t aldb_theM.'%Q}lfam.‘u Articles? . -
: Wh'eth?fi _thmetg?& g’ & antizy broken in tlixc:1d_1ﬁ"ergnht/I Ar‘:}gléii b
lefff‘ﬁccgui;lsis charge\d‘\ in the Firft Stage of the ] A PrRaX

and the Lofs is. g.rcatgf; :

S

{
4
4
i
d
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The.Expence, then
" tion to the Lofs ?
- 'The more hazardous the Ware,

the greater the Lofs, -
Whether the Duty

er: upon the Importation of manufaGtured
Glafs. from Irelan Duty, unlefs it
ence of the Britifh Manufa&urer, as

d would be a countervailing
balanced the Lofs and Exp

well as the nominal Duty which he pays ? -
It cannot be equal, unlefs it balances the Lofs ag wel
Duty ? . S
Do, you think that any Perfon but a Manuf:
capable of forming a fure
 the different Glafs Manufadturcs ?
I think noother Perfon is capable of it,
Is not Sand a principal Article in the Ma
- Sand Is a principal Article. ‘ O _
From whence are the Irifh fupplied with their Sand?
I believe they have fome from the Ifle of Wight,
certain, non T A "

nufa&ure of Glafs ¥

Do not

“you\ know t;ha't_'the‘;y: have it all frqh‘i fome Part of E_ng‘_'
land? - . : - , S

- I do not know.—I
turer of Cut Glafs,

If the Duty on the Importation of the Glafs Manufaure from
7 juttl lculated, f{o as to- be a fair ‘Equivalent to the
internal Duty on the Glafs Manufa&ire in this' Country, do ‘you
underftand that the Glafs Manufa&ure"coul_d'-lbe- then imported
from Ireland, {6 as to underfell our Glafs Manufature p '

I thould fuppofe not, fo

4 as the Duty was laid -to coqnte;-ba;f'
lance the Lofs and the Rifk, ‘ A _

- Do you know what is the D
nominal Duty on the Glafs Manufa@ure ? BN
I do not know—the Glafs Makers can inform the Committee,

L'am of Opinion that would not be fufficient,

Ii

s of the Manufacture is greater, in Propor-

1 as the

atturer of Glafs is,
Judgment of the proportionate Rifk of

but I am not

‘:Tamb not ‘a' G"I;afs Makér; vbn‘lyﬁ a Manufac-

ifference between the .'xjeal1 and the

i
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Affign the Reafon why you think it will not'bea fufficient Pro-
tection. ) '

I think it will not be {ufficient, on Account of the Allowance
that is made to the Maker being lefs than it fhould be :~They
charge us, as Cut Glafs Manufa@urers, fo much higher than they
would do to One in our Line in Treland—we paying them for the
Plain Glafs after they have paid the Duty, it comes {o much
higher to us; which makes our Lofs fo much. greater in Breakage
in cutting the Glafs. ; :

What Branch of the Glafs Manufafure are you cngagéd in?
and where do you carryon the Bufinefs ? ‘ v
In the Cut Glafs Manufacture on Ludgate Hill.

Have you figned any Petition that has been prefented to the
Houfe of Commons on the Subjet of the Irifh Propofitions ?

T have.

Is that the Petition now under Confideration, or any other?
The Petition now under Confideration. ‘ o

When you fpeak of the countervailing Duty being adequate to
the Rifk and Lofs, do.you not alfo mean to include the Advance
of the Duty by the Britith Manufacturer in the early Stage, com=-
pared with that of the Irih Importer on the Landing of his
Goods? ,

I do.

Suppofing fuch Duty to have been fettled, and properly rated
as to every Branch of the'Cut Glafs Manufa&ure, would not the
Trith Manufacturer ftill remain in Pofleffion of an Advantage over
the Britith Manufa&urer, from the Circumftance of being able to
try different Experiments without any Rifk whatever?

The Irith would certainly have that Advantage, which is a
very material One. , B

. Whether, .in the Nature of the Trade, the Glafs on which you
work is not to you what the Raw Material is'to any other Manu-
fa&urerd ' AR S

Yes, exaltly the fame.

‘Whether you hav’e‘a‘tjpir«erfent tﬁe relative P'r:i‘ce-ofG‘lafs inﬁ*t};q"

‘Two Kingdoms?

tion and Belief, increafing in their Number and Bufinefs ?
- I am informed they are. ‘ R
o Whether,

Whether the Irifh Glafs Manufacturers are, -t_o*_you‘f 3If1'quvma,;v

s

—
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Whether, under the prefent Duties, an wantity of Cut
- t A
is brought from*lreland to this Coun:ry, ?o%*lomey(?onf::m(‘}tliiﬁ '
or Exportation ? o S i

I belicve none=—the Duty is fo very high..

Would not an Introdu&ion of that Manufa&ure from Ireland
occafion a pr_oporti‘onal Decreafe in the Exportation of the Manu-
fa&ure of this Country, and in the Home Market ? -

Certainly. Lo ’

What is the higheft Proportion, in refpe& of "tilC whole Value
of any One Atrticle, that is fet upon it in Confequence of the Rifk
and Lofs ? : . .

I cannot {peak exa@ly to that (meﬁ:ion‘.‘;‘

‘ Whether the Glafs cut for Luftres in Ireland is in equal Re-
pute, either in the Britifh or Foreign Markets, with thofe manu-
facured in London? : » ‘

I do not know—there have been fome fent to Foreign Mar-
kets, but I donot know in what Repute—none is~.=fcnf‘hc?e.

Has not the Diamond Cut Glafs for Luftres been of late ex-
ported to France in greater Quantities than at any ‘Time before?
I do not know. - aiel '

And then the Witnefs was diﬁe&ed to withdraw.

‘Mr. SAMUEL PARKER, a Cut Glafs Manufaurer in

Fleet Street, London, Was~ca11cd ig, and examined.

Do you apPrehend any Dvangﬁ‘rf £1'off1~the Irith Propofitions? ‘

Yes. .

© What? B

~ From the very great Advantage the Trith ‘Cut-Glafs Manufac-
turers will have in purchafing Plain Glafs, the Raw Material, at
a lefs Price than the Manufatturers in England can do. RN

To what Amount do you eftimate the 'Advanrtagc_which Irelah&
will have over Great Britain in that Article? AR T L
I apprehend above L. 50 per Cent.

 How does that arife ? : , o :
The Daty that was laid on the Manufaéture in 1777 increaf-
ed the Price to us £.2g per Cent 3—in Confequence of ~which,
I apprehend, the Duty, in the Year: 1'7,4’6';" increafed it the fame
—which makes out the £. 50 per Cent, o

‘What
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What Stage of the Manufacture is the. Duty pa1d in?
It is collected whilft the Materials are in the Pot.

Are there any Expences attending the obtammg the Drawback

of the Duty on the Manufa&ures exported, and What are thofe
Expences ?

- About £. 8 pe1 Cent. Expence on the Drawback obtained, ex-
clufive of the Time loft in giving Bond, &c.

Is there any Wafte in the Cuttmg?
Very confiderable.

What do you eftimate the Wafte at ?
It is 1mpoﬁ1ble to afcertain it.

Can you give any fdea of it?

It is {fometimes the Cafe, that the Glafs on which we work is.
reduced fometimes One Half, fometimes One Quarter, and fome-.

times One Twentieth.

Do you know how the countervailing Duty on Glafs Jmported'.
can be afcertained ?

I do not,

Do you apprehend any Danger to the Enghfh Manufaé’curer

from the Repeal of the prohibitory Duty which' now prevents
Irith Glafs from being imported ? :
I do.

Will the Propofitions encpurage Emwrauon in any Degree 3
I conceive that they will.

Is the Glafs Manufa&ory in Ireland now ﬂomifhing P
I underftand it is now mcreaﬁng

Are the Glafs Cutters ever deterred from making Experxments
in Confequence of the early Stage at which the Duty is paid, and
the {ubfequent Lofs on the cutting the Glafs ?

I have applied to Manufacturers to make Experlments, and have
been anfwered, that the Lofs of the Duty, if they did not fucceed,
would be too great to rxﬂc for the Benefit accruing therefrom.

Whether the Infh Manufaéturer is fubject to that Dxfad-
vantage ?
I believe not.

Do you know of any Manufacturers havmg lately qultted thls
Country to eftablith themfelves in Ireland 2
I have heard of fome gomg

 Did

4
i
i
i
i
5
i
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Did they take many ManufaGurers with them ?
I underftand they took their complete Work ; that is, a Num-
ber of Hands fufficient to carry on all the ManafaGures.

Were any of thofe who went to eﬂ:abhfh themfelves in IleIand
eminent ManufaGturers ?
Yes.

Do you know what the Annual Duty arlﬁng from Glafs
amounts to !

No.

Is it your Opinion that a Duty of £.10% per Cent. with the
nominal countervailing Duty, if that could be afcertained, would

be fufficient to fecure the Englith Manufacturer againft any Com-
petition ?

T conceive not.

Do you know of any other Inconvenience than thofe which you
have already ftated, that will refult to the Manufacturer from thefe
Propofitions ?

The comparative fmall Wages that Workmen have in Ireland to
England, I conceive would be a Motive with the Ir1fh Manu-
facturer to eftablifh his Manufa&ory there.

Have you any other Information relatmv to the Drawback to
owe to the Committee ?
No.

Examined by Members gftée;ﬁ'ommiz‘tee.

Do you chiefly deal in Cut Glafs ?

Chiefly. —We are concerned in both; but chleﬂy in Cut
G‘iafs. S

Is there alarge Export of Cut Glafs to Foreign Countnes 2
Yes. . »

. To what Country in particular?
We export to France, to Ruffia, and to the Eaft Indles 3 thofe
are the Three prmmpal—-fome to Spain and Portugal

Has that Export increafed or diminithed of late ?

I rather think, from my own Knowledge and Judgment that it
‘has dxmxmfhed and. wxll d1m1mfh

ey
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y : ?
Is not the Export greater than when you firft began Buﬁne‘fs
I conceive not. ‘ :

.“To what do ydu impute the great Trade this Country has ac-
quired in Cut Glafs ? . - ,
o ifs {uperior Excellence.

‘Is the Cut Glafs Manufacure of th%s Country ef;cablifhedf n
-any other Place than London:and its Neighbourhood ?
Not to my Knowledge.

Do you conceive that it could be eftablifhed in any other Part
‘to Advantage, but the Capital ?
In fome Inftances it could.

- Do-you conceive that it could be carrie’n;i on asa Tradc-folr gi:
portation, but in a Place where there is a great. general E:
port? :

I do not know that,

Did you ever hear that it ever was eftablifhed but:where ~th;~e:m.
was a great general Export P
| NQE ’ | ‘ '. - o ‘ :
“Can you fay what the Difference is between thcnomé:;nalp Duty
~on Glafs, and the real one, allowing for the Breakagg, Gif Ma
| The ]5uty‘ is not colleted from me, ubut from’ t e_’v afs M
- nufatturer. ‘ o e
' : ' - . L . . . r
ou imagine, that in granting a Compen gtxog o
'Dtgo g:rtclaflor?x gGla(‘s fome Average might not lze; takesn,‘ttha;
‘wou%’d be a fufficient Compenfation for the- different Sorts o
Cut Glafs ? S o
uI do not know that there could.

Could not they be arranged in different Claffes, fo as to- equa-
lize the Duty ? ,
" 1 do not think they could.

Whether the Orders on your Houfe from ﬁPgnis‘ h.avc not been
increafing to the prefent Period? s |

It is.next with us to a total Extmé‘qom _ ' . ‘.

Have any Manuficturers in the Cut Glafs Branch left this
Ce 'y to go to Ireland P ' - o
CO,%!;]t;r}; ig f Perfon who I underftand is procuring Workmen in

the Cut Glafs Bufinefs to go to Ireland—he was here fome ﬁme

ago. 8

. Do

[ r3r ]

Do you conceive that any Workman in that ManufaGure will
8o to Ireland to work for lefs Wages than he works for here ? -

I conceive at firft they miglt go for the fame Wages, it being
offered them as a Bounty, which might foon be reduced, when
they had taught fome of  their own People, from the great Dif-
ference of the Price of Labour, o

Is the Skill in that Bufinefs eafily to be learnt ?
- In many Branches it is not difficult,

Do you know an
improbable, that th
in Ireland ?
. Ido not.

y Reafon which renders it impofiible, or ver

‘Whether the Wafte in ‘diﬂ'erent Branches of the Glafs Ma-
nufaure is not very different? o
\ Very different.

Whether the countervailing Duty on Importation of fimilar
Articles of the Glafs ManufaGure from Ireland, muft not like-

wife be different, in order to be proportioned to each refpective
Article P . " ' - :

~“Very much,

Whether, as you have faid that ,
Glafs ManufaGurer has an Advantage of /. 50 per Cent. over the
“Britith Manufaéturer, it will not be neceflary, in order to protet
the Britith Glafs ManufaGurer, that the Duty to be impofed on
the Irith ManufaGure muft not, including the Expences of [m-
portation, amount at leaft on an Average to £. 50 per Cent. ?

I conceive fo. . o ,

you underftand thatf the Irith

of Glafs, will be able to judge of the Wa
Expence, which has accrued in the ma
Articles in the Glafs Manufacture »

I conceive it-is impoffible. =

“Whether any Perfon, in your Opinion, except a Manufa@urer

fte and Rifk, Lofs and
nufacturing the feveral

Are there any additional Duties. latel
facture in Ruffia or Germany ?

Germany we fend none to—in Ruffia
have. ' o : \

y impofed on the Manu-
I dg not know that there
If thé Irith Propofitions fhou]d be carried into a Law,

imagine it would be any D_ifad\(antage to the Manufacure ?

do you

In

e Cut Glafs Manufacture fhould be cftablithed

s

[P
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Ty what Inftance could the Cut Glafs ManufaGure 'be_:cﬁarrfie@i
on in other Places‘than‘Lo‘nd‘on and its Ncighbou;fhogd IR R
. T cannot anfwer the particular Parts which could-be {o-carried

- O

Do you know any Part of the Manufacture that.could be fo.car=.
~vied on ? and what s it ? R ' S
I think if the Whole of the Manufacture was to.be “removed g |
‘into any other Part of the Country, and not fepamted‘,‘ the Whole l\

“might be carried on any where, not depending on any Jocal Situa-
dom. | iU S R |
Did you mean, by faying’t’hat, that it could be carriedon only in
fome Inftances out of London—that it could be carried on in the
Whole out of London,.and not in fome Inftances? B
‘T meant, that there were fome Parts that did not require the
ixnmediaté'Infpeé’cion_of‘the P'rincipal.‘“‘, ' S

‘ And“t;h?n.the'Witnefs was directed to withdraw.

The Counfel informed the Committee, That he will call no
farther Witnefles in- Support of this ‘Petition, and that his Evi- ¥
-dence was Cl_'bfed.:—‘—AI\ld”‘hie ‘ﬁatedf;,to;the;Cornmittpc; his-Reafons - B
for declining to be heard in Support of the Petition. . = : ‘
" Then he was dire@ed to withdraw. = \ : L
_ Counfsl were directed to
be heard; were called over in the Order in ‘which they were pre-.
(ented to the Houfe 3 but no Counfel or Agent attended, except
“the Agent for the Petition of the Glafs Manufacturers of London,
Briftol, Newecaftle, and QGl'afgoW:, ; who, being called in, informed.
the Comimittee, That he was not now prcpargd,bccaufc he under-
~ ftood that the Petitions were to be heard in the Order in which
oo o 3 but that he would be seady by Mondey. |

b Aﬁd;th‘c;n;hc"W’as‘direﬁeﬂ,tq;wit}v}dyaw.j

. Then the feveral Petitions on which

0 o report a Progrefs, &e o
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