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thez the Stﬂe or the Sen-—
Lo timents of the Remem-
BT prpncer of Sm‘zzra’czy De-
ceméer 30, 1749, will hefitate to de-
clare that you are the Author of it.
The curious Similes and Metaphors,
all drawn from your former Pro-
" Jeffion, do not more dlﬂmgm{h it
to be the Performance of an Apo-
éﬁemfy, than the Pecuhamy of the

uyﬁem difcovers it to be_ Vours,
A 2 There
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There are not above three Perfons
in the Kingdom capable of.enter-

taining fo wild and abfurd a Pro-
je&; and there is no Perfon befide
yourfelf who would exprefs it in
{fuch ridiculous Language.

You preface your inimitable Plan
of Government with telling us «In

¢ Politics as well as Phyfic, he,who

¢ having a crazy Conflitution to
¢ manage, only prefcribes for the
[q¢

Sake of Form, or for the Sake
¢
¢ foever Name or Title diftin-
¢ guifhed ; and, as well for amuf-
“ ing as robbing his Patient, de-
¢ ferves equally to be difgraced
¢ and punithed:” that, ¢ what with
«« had Habits and worfe Practice,

the Condition of this Country is

“ become defperate enough toftand

i in Need of an Afculapins.”

. o - Very

of his Fee, is a Quack, by what-

L 5]

| ’Ver‘y'modef‘cly intending to point

out yourfelf for the great Phyfi-
cian who alone can recify our crazy

Conflitution : for which Purpofe you
. proceed to inform us, ¢ for aught

< that appears by their Cures, the
¢ higheft Character of our political
<« College, will {carce out-meafure

- ¢¢ that of Dr. Rock.”———Doubtlefs

if you was at the Head of our po-
litical College, the Reputation of
it would be much increafed. |

L.er us then examine what you

| (our wou'd-be ZFfeulapius) prefcribe

for our Cure, at a Time when (to
ufe your own elegant Phrafe) ¢ the
<« {evereft Regimen alone can era-
¢« dicate the inveterate Malady that

“« confumes us.” And I am ftrange-

ly miftaken if I fhall not prove you
the moft impudent Quack that ever
prefcribed for the Sake of Fee,

and



[6] |
and that you mean only to amule
-or to reb, (or, to {peak more pro-

perly, attempt the firft in order to

accomplith the laft)) if you can
find a Patient weak enough to truft

you. |

Tur Ingredients of your  politi-
cal Regimen are of two Sorts. F irft,
an Abatement of Taxes. Secondly,
a new Regulation of the Conftitu-
tion.—1¥ will confider them in thelr
Order. | |

“ Twur Land, (you fay) cught
“ not only to have Reft, but our
“ Mannfadtures and Commerce

¢ fhould be relieved, by an Abate-

% ment of {fuch TaXes as are moft
“ grievous to the Poor, and moft
¢ burthenfome to Trade.”- T here

Lal

is no Perfon who has more Regard

or the landed Gentlemen than my-

{elf,

| L 7]

lelf, there is no one thore fenfible
of the Load they have borne. But
there is nothing fo contrary to their
true Intereft as the Do&rine you ad-
vance, | |

Tue prefent national Debt is near
eighty Millions ; the Produce of
the Sinking Fund not nine hundred
thoufand Pounds; and fuppofing

‘the intended Redu@ion of Intereft

thould take Place, will not for the

. next eight Years to come be more

than twelve. If then ydur Propo-

al fhould be followed, and the

Land-tax reduced to two Shillings,
(for I do not fuppofe that even

- you are wild enough to propofe it

thould be lefs) and at the fame Time
there thould be an Abatement of
other Taxes ; what would be lefi
of the Sinking Fund for the Dif-
charge of the public Debt ? But,

- ~ accord-
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accmﬂmg to your Syftem, the puB
lic Debt is not to be difcharged ;

for, « fo. great a Proportion of it
« is due to Foreigners, that there
¢ isno rational Way of dlfcharglng
<« it, but by the growing Produce
“ of our Commerce, which muft
be brought about by the lowering
« our Taxes.”~—A moft admlrable

"

Scheme truly, and which will not
“require much above fifty Years of
Peace to accomplith! And yet you |
complain, that ¢ the Reftoratives |

¢« talked of, are, in their own Na-
“ ture, fo tame and infufficient :
¢« requife fuch o Lengté of sze
« for their Operation; and; for
¢« that Reafon are liable to fo many
« finifter Accidents, that (in your

¢ Opinion) they are Preflcriptions |

« meerly for Form’s Sake, and are
¢ not calculated for real and eflen-
“ tial Service.” |

—Bur

Lol

~Bur let us lay afide this Apo-
shecary’s Fargon, and talk for a
while like Men of Senfe.

F R ANCE is at prefent as much

incumbered with Debts as we are,

and that Nation which firft eafes
itfelf of it’s Burthen will be ena-
bled to give the Law to the other,
and to the reft of Europe. Sorry 1
am to fay, that, by the Regulation
of the French Revenue, {uch a Pro-
portlon is fet apart for the Payment
of their Debts, that, in the Space
of fifteen Years, they will have dif~
charged thirty Millions Sterling.
U nlefs we can therefore in fome
Meafure keep Pace with them in
the Redu&ion of our Debt, we
{hall be neceffitated to accept the
Law from them ; and be no 101‘1%"
er able to eppole “their Attempts for
B univer-
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univerfal Monarchy

‘This {hews
how 1moohtxc it would be to leflen

the Smkmw Fund by an Abate-
ment of f axes, or to apply any
part of it to the current Service of
the Yearin Fafe of the Land.—Fal-
lacious Eafe ] which would render
our Deflrud&ion inevitable, —Upon
the firft Drﬁmb%nce in Europe, the
Taxes muft be replaced and mort-
gaged, and the Land for ever after

be burthened with ‘four Shillings in

the Pound, without a Poflibility of
Redu&ion. Yet this is the excellent
R}chmen‘ which you preferibezoera-
dicate the inveterate Malady thar
confumes us.

Bur now let us {ee what will be

the Confequence of a contrary Me-
thod. Suppofe the Land-tax con-
tinued at three Shillings, and that

the

)
the whole 8inking Fund (not leflen-
ed b an Abatement of Taxes, but
lncrcafed by a Prevention of Frauds
in the colle@ing them) regularly ap-
plied to the Difcharge of the Debt.
In eight Years ten Millions may be
paid off and, at that Time, the
further Redu&mn of Intereit tak-
ing place, and the Salt Duty being
then difengaged, there will be a
Sinking Fund of two Millions ; we
may then afford to take off Taxes
to the amount of five hundred thou-
{and Pounds a Year, and to apply
five hundred thoufand Pounds more
to the current Service in Eafe of the
Land ; and yet leave a Sinking
Fund of a Million to operate upon
the Debt. Thele would be Cir-
cumftances that would give real
Relief to Land and to ‘L'rade. We

thould then be in a C ondition to
ﬁgme it in Ewope 5 and, by being

2 1n



[ 2]
in that Condition, f{hould be lefs

likely to be attacked, than if we
were 1n the Diftrefs we are at pre- |

fent, and in which your ingenious
Propofal would confirm us.

Bur you feem to think that the
Proportior: of the Debt which is
due to Foreigners is {o great, that
we cannot, in our pre clent Circum-

ftances, difcharge it.—I will not

pxei‘cnd to a{celtam how much is
due to Foreigners, tho’, I am con-
vinced, it is mud‘ lefs thfm is ge-
nerally imagined: however, you
“need be undc,r no Appreheniions
uponn that Account they will
never withdraw their N%f‘f‘cy from
the only C oumvy infz urope in which

they can have a Security forit, It
is - much more H?e”/ that they

{riould follow their Prouwty here ‘

i}v an that they thould endeavour to
draw

[ 13 ]
draw their Property from hcnce.
But if we are not immediately
fet about the diminithing our Debt
will not the Proportion due to Fo-
reigners, by the Accumulation of
Intereft, be increafed ? and, con{em
quently, the Danger ‘Whl(‘h
apprehend may arife from dlence
be increafed likewife.

‘Bur you fay, that «If fuch a
Saving could be made as is glven |

ccﬁ

¢« out, there is no Extravagance in
« the moft romantic Brain that de-

¢ {ferves lefs to be relied on.” [
fuopofe you mean the Application
of the Smklug fund to the Dif-
charge of the Debt. -—-VVhy truly,

Sir, whether the Saving, ‘asis given

out, can immediately be made in
it s.fuﬂ Extent, I will not take up-
on me to determine, tho’ I do not
believe zbe  impotent Endeavours
of you or your Friends, can go far

fo
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to prevent it : But this T am {ure of,
that nothing can equal zhe Extra-
vagance of bis Brain, who would
deftroy the Sinking Fund, under
Pretence, that he apprehended it

might be mifapplied. Perhaps T

have nota much better Opinion of

the prefent M———rs than you bave,
yet I fhall not live without Hopes
that our Debts will be gradually lef-
fened, unlefs you become our poli-
tical Doftor ; and then from the
Extravagance of your Brain, from
the Rapacioufnefs of your Difpofs-
tion, and from the Narrownefs of
your Underflanding, 1 own I {hall
defpair. | T

I uave already thewn it would
not be for the landed Intereft at
prefent to have that Tax reduced
Jower than it is; becaufe it would
be intailing Beggary, certain and

ine-

[ 5]
inevitable, - upon our Pofterity.
But that is a Confideration of no
Weight with a narrew-minded Man
whofe fole Regard centers in himfelf :
yet I truft that the generality of
Mankind entertain more Generous
Sentiments, and that even thofe
who have no Children of their own
to tran{mit their Eftates to, will yet
chearfully {fubmit to a little ‘cempow
rary Inconvenience for the Good of
the Public. Let us now confider what
is the true Intereft of our Trade,
If fuch Taxes were immediately to
be taken off which appear mofk
burthenfome, it would certainly be
of fome prefent Advantage ; but
if, in Confequence of ‘that, the
Debt was to remain undiminithed,
who does not fee that upon the firft
Buftle in Europe, which demands

our Interpofition, the fame Taxes
~muft be renewed, nay, additional

ones
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ones muft be impofed ; and all of
them be mortgaged at an exorbi-

- tant Intereft to _‘}fe«ws and’ Stockjob-

bers: fo that we might then fee a
Debt of an hundred Millions with-
out a Sinking Fund to dilcharge it.
After which, the Merchant would
trade, and the landed Man would
'plow,- not for themfelves, but for
their ufurious Creditors; Perfons

perhaps who got their Wealth by -

plundering in Office : and thus 1t
would go on, till irretmﬁ;vable Po-
verty hurried them into Defpair.

Bur you fay, ¢¢ The public Cre-
1 : < . -N.ﬂ— - ! .
« ditors have a4 Right to infit upon

« an Abatement of Taxes ; f«:ny
« in Proportion as they are {trait-
« ened on one hand, they ought
"« to be confidered on the other.”

Had you {aid that they had a Right

to infift upon the Sinking Fund l._)ﬁ*-‘

ng
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ing regﬁlarl;r applied to the D1f~ |

charge of their Debt, you had for
once talked like a Man of Senfe:
But no Perfon befide yourfelf could

be fo abfurd as to fay an Abate—a"
- ment of Taxes would be for their
Advantage; whichis, in other Words,

faying, that leffening the Security
is an Advantage to the Creditor.
A moft admirable Paradox, and
well worthy of fuch a Genius! But
you fay; ¢ as they are ftraiten’d on
“ one hand, they ought to be con-
 {idered on the other ;7 as ifa Re-

du&ion of Taxes could be made in.

any Degree adequate to the Reduc-
tion of their Intereft..—~The Taxes

_ affe@ the Proprietors of fifty Mil-

lions per Annum, (for that is com-
puted to be the Revenue of this

Kingdom) whereas the Proprietors

of the Funds to be reduced have
| G . an
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an Income of little more than two
Millions a Year: {o that the Abate-
ament of Taxes would be a very in-
adequate Compenfation to them,
as it would be impofible to confine
the Benefit to them ; and if they
were to fhare the Abatement in
common with the reft of the King-
dom, their Proportion would be {o
{mall, that it would not deferve the
Name of a Compenfation.  But
the Improvement of the public
Revenue, and a flri@® Application
of ‘it to the Difcharge of their Debt

is a Compenfation, and an adequate

one too; for it {ecures their Prin-
cipal, and confequently raifes thfi
Value of their Stock, tho  their
immediate Income is leffened.—If

i

this can bear a Doubt, look back

to the Time when the Sinking Fund

Before that
| E{’cam

was frfx eftablifhed.

- wmen.

[ 19 ]
Eftablifhment, the national Intereft
was Six per Gens. when legal Inte-
reft was but Five ; fince that the
National Intereft has gradually funk

to Four ; nay! even to three per

Cent, though the legal Intereft con-
tinues the fame.—What is this ow-
ing to, but that the Security being
bettered, the Principal has become
of more Value ?

But I have {pent too much Time
in confuting {fo abfurd a Propofi-
tion.
fecond Part of your political Regi-
¢ We muft obtain a free
t and equal Reprefentative.” 1
with you had explained what you
meant by an Egual Reprefentative,
if in Truth you had any Meaning
at all. Oliver Cromwell had a Plan
io let each County chufe twelve, and

C 2 to

Let us turn our Eyes to the -
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to disfranchife all-the Boroughs in.
the Kingdom. This perhaps might
be call’d an Equal Reprefentative ;
but I cannot conceive you can meai-
this, as it would be effe@tually ex-
cluding yomfelf from ever havmo“
a Seat in Par——nt. ¢ Evbry’
¢« Man’s Quota of ques ought to
« be proporticned to his Property.”

Qurely you who have been faying fo
much in Favour of the Land, donot

mean a new Afleflment of that
Tax ; if you do, your Friends iz
the Weft are not much obliged to
you for your Momo{ai But per-
haps you are *ruch o difinterefted
Man, that you mean to tax your
own Froperty in the Funds, and
your R.evm.ub from [ d; tho’
out of the former you will, I {fup-
pofe, except the public Mwey youz

Jll bave i your Hands, and then

pro-

‘at your mentioning them.

[ 21 ]

probably you will not be much af-
fected. ¢ A National Militia, by
¢« Rotation, muift be eftablithed in

¢ lieu of an Army of Mercenaries.”
Excellent Patriot ! Prithee how long
have you been fuch an Enemy to
an army of Mercenaries? But doubt-
lefs you have a Plan ready for a

Militia by Rotation, and could re- -

duce into Pradtice what has puzzled
the ableft Heads and the honefiaft
Hearts of the pxefent and former
Generations.—Sure there is 710 Foa-
travagance “in the moff romantic
Brain that deferves lefs to be relied
on I yet thefe are {fome of the Iz
gredients to be made ufe of in the
Regimen you preflcribe.  There are
fome others indeed more {enfible,

but I cannot help being aftonifhed

¢ Principle and Confcience muﬂ
¢ once
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¢« once again be brought into Fa-
« fhion, and a due Value be fet

"« on Fame and Glory.” For God’s

Sake! what Bufinefs have you to
be mentioning Principle and Con-
feience # Or why fhould you with
to have a dwe Value {et upon Fame
and Glory ? It would vex you hor-
ridly to grow owz of Fofbion ; and
tho’ your Fame is [pread abroad,
you have very little Reafon to wifh
that a due Value may be fet up-
on it.

[ wir take Notice but of one
Thing more, and conclude. *You

~are pleafed to fall upon the Au-

thor of Confiderations upon the
Land-tax. ‘That Gentleman has
advanced nothing but what he has
made good by figures ; and\his De-
fign appears plainly for the Good

of

[ 23]
of the Public, and for the Good of
the Mafter he ferves, and whom
he always will ferve with Fidelity.
He does not ridicule him zow, nor
ever did at any other Point of Time.

He would think it villainous in

Man, but moft infamous in oze
who has had per/onal Obligations to

him.—At whom is that Reflexion

levell'd ? « If we thought it worth

¢ our while to intereft Heaven and -
¢ Farth in the obtaining a fingle
« Votein P t?” But I will
fay no more upon {fo delicate a Sub-

ject.——The Author of that Pam-

phlet has no Reafon to be athamed
of it. His Thoughts are thrown
out into the World wizh Candour,
and he has not flain’d his Paper
with any of your ridiculous Flow-
ers. ~He has a confiderable Eftate
in Land, and therefore his Propofal

13
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is not adapted, in any Degree, td
‘his own perfonal Intereft, but for

the Intereft of the bommmuty He

is a Gentleman of an ancient and

honourable Family, and can reckon

amongft his Anceftors many ‘who

have fignalized themfelves in Arts
~and Arms. Not the low bafe Arts
of Flattery and Treachery, nor the
formidable Arms of a7 ﬁpoz*/.’:ecmy $
- Shops '

But fince you have prefum'ed to
‘attack him in Public, as I know
you have frcquent]y by Infinua-

tions in PIIV&K? ](‘L‘t me draw a .

thort Qommufbu between you. He
is one who is courted by ai} who

is beloved by all.—You are one
who are fhuned by all, who are
hated by aliwmmwh ted by the

E‘I/ ——gs, becaule you have betrayed

thcm :

[ 25 ]

them ; hated by the 7~ 5, be-
caule you ha.ve deceived them.
Have join’d, at different Times, as
Intereft led ‘you, with every Fac~
tion in the Kingdom, yet never
have had the Confidence of any ;

and have now intruded yourfelfin-

‘to a Set of Men, every one of

whom cannot do otherwife than
deteft you; for they muft know
that 1 your (_haraé’cel would weigh
them down ; that your Arrorfancc
and Infuﬁimency would pemiex
them ; that your Inftability and Per-
ﬁdy would betray them. They muit
recolle®, how you have always
behaved towards thofe with whoin

~ you have been joined. They muft

rvemember the Advice that was
long fince given you, to talk as
you v-—te, or to Vw—at(i as you
ralk : and they mu know you
| D LLVG T
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never have had Senfe enough to
follow it,———-Yet, notwithftand-
ing all this, I am informed that

your Folly and Self-fufhciency is

fuch, that you entertain golder
Dyreams of being a Me—meer,
No Man has more Time to in-
dulge himfelf in Dreaming than
yourfelf, and furely no Man ever

dreamt half fo wildly. What one

Qualification have you which is

neceffary for that Situation? Have
you 2 Charatter? No. Have you
ahy Connexion ? None at allz

Except about three Men as ab-

Jurd as yourfelf, and three more

as profligare, 1 do not know a

Man in the Kingdom that would

join you-—-But have you Abili-
fies for 1t ? In what does your
Ernowlege condit 7 Your Igno-

rapce in the Finances is apparent
| in

~

[ 27 ]
in every Converfation. You have
expofed it in your own Wit~
ings. Are you better acqualnt-
ed with foreign Affairs? Where
did you get the Knowlege 7 If
you had ever been trufted enough
o megotiate a@ commercial Treaty

with « particuler State, would

that have given you any Know-.
lege in the Affairs of Europe #
But how abfurd would it be for
any Man to plume himfelf up-

oun figning & Treaty which be was

not intruffed o make A
Man muft be ignorant indeed who
has no hetter Way of proving his
Knowlege.——But perhaps you pride

“yaurfelf upon having the outward
Port of a Great Man., It 1s true

vou have always been a Man of
Shew and Parade 3 yet fuch 1s your
Folly and Impudence, that, 1n one

- \ v
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of your former Papers, .you fall
upon a daxon Count merely for
being zawdry, when you are your-
{elf the moft zawdry Man in the
Nation. The Furniture of your
“Houfe and of your Head is equally
tawdry ; your Cloaths and your
Talk are cqually tawdry 3 and
“every thing belonging to you is
tinfeled over with Leaf-Gold, ke
your Fatber's Boluffes. e Yet 1T
have heard ‘that your Head achs
for a Coronet.—Thou vaineft of
vain Mortals ! What would the
IN—bles fay ? Men of high Birth
and Family, Men of great pater-
nal Eftates 7 Would they fuffer you

to come among them? No, truft

-me, it is impoffible. It is not in
the Power of the Cr—n to ennoble
| you,wY et fince you are defirous of
peing diftinguithed by a Title, I

| will

L

b
i
!
t
i

{29 ]
will do that for you, which the
Cr—n cannot do.~Go forth, and
be a Count.—Count Glifferpipe be
your Title ; your Father’s (Opi-
ferque per orbem dicor) will Auit
you well for @ Mozto.~As for Sup-
porters, you muft €en go without

them, unles you can perfonify

Pride and Ignorance.







