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CONSIDERATIONS
© Humbly offered to the Publick,
CONCERNING
The Rovenur of me CUS TOM S,
Vi,

On the prefent Laws of ImporTATION, and Ex-
PORTATION, to and from Foreign Parts, and

Coaftways ; fetting forth wherein thcy are DE- .

FECTIVE and how EVADED.
TOGETHER WITH

Some Proprosars for eﬁ"e&ually preventing the
Frauds a,nd Abuils in that Revenue.

BY PROVTDING

4 few more. eafy Check and Re{ha?nts fuitable

to the antient Conf’ututxon and Genius of the
People of thefe Realms,
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SOME

CONSIDERATIONS

humbly offered, &.

P Otwithftanding the {everal laws
3194 already made, for preventing
%% frauds and abufes in the cuf-
£2 toms, it is ftill found, by daily
experience, that very confiderable quan-
tities of goods are run on fhore without
payment of duties, and goods export-
ed “on bounties, and draw-backs re~
landed ; to the great encouragement of

the fraudulent, and detriment of the
fair trader, and of the revenue, in which

the whole nation is interefted: for remedy
whereof, it is humbly propofed to offer,
in the following fheets, a view of the laws
of importation, and exportation, to and
from foreign parts, and coaftways ; where-

‘in they are defe@ive, and how evaded ;

together with fome confiderations; and
methods, for effeCtually preventing {fuch
unlawful practices for the future,

Laws



Amo 1 Eiiz. § T isenacted, that no mafter, &c. of

cap: xi. §.5.

An. 12 Ca. 11,
eap.xviii.§.1.

«F e@ion 4.

I J"‘

Laws éoncerning Importation of Goods

 Jrom foreign Parts,

any fhip or veflel, thall deliver, or
fuffer to be put into any lighter, &c. any
goods, &c. without declaring to the offi-
cers of the cuftoms, the names of every
merchant, &c. and to anfwer all queftions
upon oath, on forfeiture of 100 1.

No goods fhall be imported into, or
exported out of, any lands, &c. to his
majefty belonging, but in fuch fhips and
veflels as truly belong to the: people of
Englond, &c. and whereof the mafter,
and three-fourths of the mariners at leaf}
are Englifh, under the forfeiture of the

thip- and goods. ~~--- N. B. By anno 5 |

Anne, cap. 8. Scotch fhips are account-
ed Britifh, - ’

No goods of foreign growth fhall be
fhipped or brought from any other place
or country, but from fuch only as are
the growth or manufacture thereof, or
from thofe ports where  {fuch goods are
ufually fhipped for tranfportation, and
from no other country, under the for-
feiture of all fuch goods, and alfo the

fhip in which they were imported, &c.

Au.14 Ca Il v

®p Xl §. z.

No thip or veffel, arriving from any
parts beyond the feas, to be above three
days coming from Gravefend to the place
, » - of

- v
- ,f,,E‘;,M: P
i

fions, whom the juftices of the peace

_ l 5 ] |
of her difcharge; &c. and then] or be-
fore, the mafter or purfer to make entry,
upon. oath, of the burthen, contents, and

- lading ; with the particular marks, num-

bers, qualities, and contents, of every
parcel of goods therein contained, &c.
and in all out-ports, to come diretly to
the place of unlading, &c. and to make
entries as aforefaid, on the penalty of
1oo L. : '

to enter aboard any fhip or veflel, &c.
and from thence to bring on fhore into
his majefty’s ftorehoufe, all {mall parcels

of fine goods, or other goods, which thall

be found in cabins, chefls, trunks, or
other fmall package, or in any private

Officers of the cuftoms are impowered An.14Cor.11.

cap. xi. § 4

or fecret place in or out of the hold, &c.

and the officers of the cuftoms, &c. are
impowered to remain on board unmoleft-
ed, until all the goods are difcharged ;
and if the mafter, &c. fuffers the pack-

-age of any goods to be opened or embez-

zled, he forfeits 1001.

If any goods &c. are concealed on
board any thip or veflel after the fhip is
cleared, duty not being paid, the mafter
forfeits 1ool. - |

Every perfon, &c. that thall forcibly
hinder, beat or abufe any officer, &ec. in
the execution of his office, fhall be com-
mitted to prifon till the next quarter {ef-

are

Sellion ¢,

Seétion 6.
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are impowered to punith by fine, not

exceeding 100 l. and there to remain till

he be legally difcharged; or difcover the
perfon or perfons that fet him to work,
An14CorI1. - Mafters, &c. knowing or confenting to
_cap. xi. §.7. the unthipping any goods, out of any
thip thomeward bound, without a war=
- rant, or prefence of an officer, forfeits

the value of the goods fo unthipped.
Anmo 8 4me  Goods, &c. unthipped, (cuftoms and
<ap-viL.§ 50 other duties not being firft paid and fe-
cured) forfeited. And alfo the perfons
affifting, or otherwife concerned in un-
thipping the fame, or. to whofe hands
fuch goods fhall knowingly come, are to
forfeit treble the value, with veflels, boats,

, horfes, &c. o
*"Ela}g- ;F%oi Goods not reported, and found after

""" the fhip is cleared, forfeited. |

Ann.nGeo1.  Yreafure or effelts fhipped for the
cap. xx.§.4. Baff-Indies, (except the company’s, or
licenfed by them, or flores, &c. for the
thip) or taken out of f{uch fhip home-
~ward, forfeited, and double the wvalue,
and the commander, or other officer,
knowingly permiiting the fame, forfeits

1000l. and his wages. -
Am.8 Gl Perfons found pafling knowingly with

<ixviil, §. 6. e . , .

£ any foreign goods, landed without pay-
ment of duties, within 20 miles of the

coaft, and more than five in company,.

or fhall carry any offenfive weapons, or
wear any difguife, or fhall forcibly hin-
der

L7 1 |

der or refit any of the officers of the
cuftoms or excife, (in their duty,) fhall
be deemed runners of goods, and after
conviction, adjudged guilty of felony,and
to be tranfported.

Perfons harbouring prohibited goods Amn. r1ger.
or run goods, &c. liable to duties, for- ©-*xx.§.16.

. feits the goods and treble the value.

Prohibited, or run goods, offer’d to Section 1S.
{ale, may be feized by the party to whom
offered, or by any officer of the cuftonis
or excife. o

Befides the goods, the perfon forfeits Setion 1g.
treble the value.

Prohibited or ran goods, may be feiz- Sedion zo.
ed on, and taken from the buyer by the
feller, or by any officer, &c.

Buyer alfo forfeits treble the value be- ¢
fides the goods. A

Goods found concealed in falfe bulk Ann.gGer It
heads, between the linings, and falfe
knees, or in concealed lockers, or in the
ballaft, or falfe package, and other pri-

&ion z1.

- vate places of the thip, after the mafter’s

report at the cuftom houfe, and which
are not comprifed therein are forfeited,
and the mafter, &c forfeits treble the va-
lue of fuch goods, in cafe it can be made

" appear he was any ways confenting, or

privy to {uch fraud. | |

~ And further, perfons forcibly oppo-
fing, wounding, or beating, any officer
of the cuftoms, or excife, on board any

fhip,
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thip, veflcl, or boat, within the limits of

any port, &c, in-the due execution of

his office, or duty, to be tranfported, not
exceeding feven years, o

Thus much of the laws 'éoncerningl |

importation of goods from foreign parts.

Defects in the Laws of Importation, and
' bow evaded.

NOTWithf’canding ‘the aforefaid a&s
- X of parliament, many frauds and a-
“bufes are daily found not to be remedied
thereby. o o :

1/f. That very great and confiderable
quantities of goods, wares, and mer-
chandizes, in bales, chefls, trunks, box-
es, calks, and other package, are often
ftowed, in the cabbins, gun room, bread.
room, lazaretta, and between decks, as
well as in the hold of almoft all thips
and veflels, arriving from parts beyond
the feas, and clandeftinely run on fhore,-
without payment of duties, by being -
fecretly conveyed out of the cabbin win-
dows, head doors, port holes, and other
places, into boats and wherries continu~
ally waiting for that purpofe, which the
officers of the cuftoms cannot poffibly
prevent, notwithftanding their power of -
bringing on fhore into his majefly’s ftore-
houfe all fmall parcels of fine goods, 8cc.”

2d, That

[ o 1

" 2d. That the owners of fuch boats and
wherries, are fo very impudent and au-
dacious, as often to carry off by force,
fuch uncuftomed and prohibited goods,
in bales, chefts, trunks, boxes, cafks, &ec.
in the very fight and prefence of the of-
ficers of the cuftoms, who not knowing
the feveral {pecies of goods therein con=
tain’d, are not able to profecute the of-
fenders for {uch illegal practices.

34. 'That the running of fuch goods,
wares and merchandizes, is carried on
by the mafters, mates, {upercargoes, pur-
fers, gunners, boatfwains, and fatlors of
thips, for themfelves or for the mer-
chants, in the night time, and in blowing
weather, and in the day time when op-
portunity offers (which too often hap-

~pens) either before the mafter makes an

entry or report of his lading at the cuf-
tom-houfe, or afterwards whilft the car-
go is delivering, which goods are always
omitted in fuch report on purpofe to de-
fraud the cuftoms, &c. And if by fome
accident or other fuch goods are prevent-
ed from being run, then the mafter, &c.
or the merchant, has at laft this fubter-
fuge, to enter them on leave granted to
make a poft report. And as to the pe-
nalty of rool. incurr’d by the mafter for
making a falfe entry or report, it is not re-
coverable, for want of being able to prove
that the mafter of the thip had know-
B ledge
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ledge of the coming on board of fuch
goods, to which he always pretends ig-
norance; as was the cafe of Tobias Few-
ers, mafter of the Chandois floop from
Eolland, when a verdi& was given a-
gainit the king. | |

~ 4¢h. And although the mafters of all
thips and veflels thould not be above
- three days coming from Gravefend to the
place of their dilcharge, and then, or
before, fhould make a true entry or re-
port at the cuftomhoufe of their lading
upon oath, to the beft of their know-
ledge, and in all out ports come up di-

rectly to the place of unlading, and make

entry or report as aforefaid ; yet by rea-
fon of {undays and holydays often inter-
vening, together with many other acci-
dents, it is frequently a weck before the
fame is made, and when made, it is al-
ways to the colleCor or cuftomer in-
wards, or comptroller or their deputies
of the port, which entry or reports fel-
‘dom or never come {oon enough into the
hands of any of the furveyors and tidef-
men, who are the only perfons appointed
‘to guard all thips and veflels, from run-
ning, either prohibited goods, or any un-
cuftomed goods on fthore, from their ar-
‘rival till their cargoes are delivered.

hecks

Do
Checks for remedying the aforcfuid fvils,

IT is propofed that every mafter, pur-
fer, or other perfon, taking charge
of any fhip or veflel, over and above
and before what is required of him by
the aforefaid laws, fhall, upon his arrival
from foreign parts,into.any port,member,
or-creek, in Great Britain, immediately
deliver to the furveyor, or other proper
officer of the cuftoms, as foon as he
comes on board, a true manifeft, or in-
ventory, in writing under his hand, con-
taining the particular marks, nambers,
qualities, and contents, of every parcel of,
goods, wares, or merchandizes, contained
in the hold, or any other part of fuch
thip, or vefiel 5 and that every fuch mafl-
ter, &c. or {ome perfon or perfons for
him, thould, as foon as his thip or veffel
is moored, affift the faid oflicer or ofli-
cers, to examine and compare fuch mani-
feft or inventory, with the marks, num-
bers, and contents, of all goads, wares,
or merchandizes, as fhall be found flow- -
ed in the cabbin, gun room, bread room,
lazaretta, and between decks, and inall
other places in fuch fhip or vefle], as
they fhould fee occafion to examine, ex-
cept in the hold of fuch thip or veflel,
which fhould be directly fecured, by
locking down every hatch, {cuttle, and
place
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place going into the fame, until the
goods, wares, and merchandizes contain~
ed therein are legally entered, and the
duties paid for the fame ; and that on re-
fufal of fuch affiftance, or in cafe the
hold fhould be opened, otherwife than
in the prefence of {uch officer, or others
put on board by him for the fecurity of
the revenue, thefaid mafter, &c. thould
forfeit , . And if, on
making a thorough examination, it
thould appear that there are any goods,
wares, or merchandizes, except reafon-
able ftores for the ufe of the thip, on
board fuch fthip or veflel, which are not
contained in fuch manifeft or inventory,

~ he thould likewife forfeit for fuch omif-

fion, a fum equal to the value of fuch
goods, wares, or merchandizes fo left
out. .

By this method a great deal of falfe
fwearing will be prevented, becaufe it
will be fcarce poffible for the mafter,

‘&c. when he makes his entry, or reports

his lading, at the cuftomhoufe, to leave

any goods out of his report, but what
muft be deteCed.

And, certainly, it fhould be the bu-

[ 3]
nefs, he is anfwerable to his owners;
who, fot want of proper means to difco- -
ver the whole lading of the fhip, have
been hitherto confiderable lofers in their
freight, and thereby difcouraged from
being concerned in - fhipping, fo much
as otherwife they would have been; but
by the method abovefaid, may now eafi-

ly come at the true knowledge of the

freight of all goods fhipped on board,
which they have not yet been able to
do. |

And the trouble the mafters will have
in making the manifeft or inventory, and
in affiting the officers at fir{t coming on
board, and, during the unloading, to ex~
amine and compare whether there be
any goods, wares, or merchandizes, left
out of the manifeft or inventory, will be
fo little as to be no material objeltion to
what is propofed, efpecially as it will be
over as {oon as their fhips are unladed,
which feldom is more than three weeks,
and very often not {o long.

Laws concerning the Exportation of Goods
o foreign Parts,

finefs of every mafter, or fomebody for ET is provided, that no mafter, thipper, Ao 1 Ei.
him, to take an account of his own car- - purfer, or other perfon, taking charge -3 3- 4-
go as he receives the goods on board, L of any fhip or veflel, during the voyage, %‘,\Inn(:u@/zr.
for which he gives, or ought to give, '" 1. cap. xi.

or of the merchant’s goods, fhall take in "5
bills of lading, and for which, in fbric- any goods to be carried beyond fea, be-

nefs, . o fore
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fore he (hall have fignified to the cuftom=
er of the port, where he ladeth, and

other oflicers then in the open cuftom=
houfe, that he intendeth to fade, and to
what port or place he intendeth to pafs;
nor fhall after his -lading depart, -before
he doth in like manner fignify unto the
cuftomer his lading, and what ‘merchants
and other perfons fhall have laden with
him ; and farther fhall anfwer fuch que~
ftions as fhall be adminiftered to him by
the cuftomer, and other officers, con-
cerning fuch wares, upon oath, on pain
of forfeiting 1oo0 l.

‘Goods fecretly conveyed beyond fea, -

on board any fhip or veflel, before the
cuftoms and {ubfidy thereof be duly paid,
the owners, &c. fhall forfeit double the
value, except coals, which fhall pay
double the cuftom and duty.

Certificate goods landed without the
prefence of an officer, forfeited, or the
value thereof, '

"Tobacco, or other foreign goods, {pe-
cified in any certificate, Whereupon any
debenture is to be made forth, for any
draw-back, and not exported, forfeited ;
and the exporters, or any others, who
© {hall bring back, or caufe to be reland-
ed, foch certificate goods, or fhall other-
wile be concerned therein, &ec. fhall
forfeit double the value of the draw-back,

together with veflels, boats, horfes, &e.
T
: LY

[ 5]

If any officer of the cuftoms connive Section 17

or affift in frauds relating to fuch certifi-
cate goods as aforefaid, he fhall tforfeit
his office, and {fuffer fix months i Impri~
fonment, without bail or mainprize;
and lxkc:Wlfe if any commander, or o-

“ther perfon, belongmg to any ﬂnp or vef-

fel, fhall aflift in, or connive at, the
fraudulent landing of any fuch certificate
-goods, he fhall; over and above all other
penaltics, fuffer the like imprifonment as
aforefaid.

No debenture thall be paxd or allowed Se&ion :8.

for any tobacco -exported from Grear
Britain to Ireland, until a certificate be
produced, under the hands and feals of
the colleCtor, comptroller, and furveyor
of the cuftorns of fome port of Ireland,
or any two of them, when fuch goods
fthall be landed, tcﬁxfymor the landing
thereof.

The mafter of any fhip or veffel car- Section 1g,

rying {uch certificaté goods to Ireland,
{thall take a duplicate of his content in
writing, under the hands and feals of the
collector and comptroller of every refpec-
tive port in Great Britain, and be obli-
ged to deliver the fame to the officers of
the cuftoms in Jreland, on his arrival,
before he then be permitted to land fuch
goods there.

No bonds given on the exportatlon of Anno g Geo.

coffee, tea, or other certificate goods ex- I
_ : ported
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Sedtion 7.

[ 16 ]

ported to Treland, fhall be delivered up,
or any draw-back allowed for any fuch
goods, until a certificate be produced,
under the hands and feals of the collec-
tor, comptroller, and furveyor of the
cuftoms of fome port in Ireland, or any
two of them, where fuch goods fthall
be landed, tef’:ifying the landing thereof;
and for the future the condition of all
fuch bonds, &c. fhall be to produce fuch
certificate in fix. months, (the danger of
the feas and enemies excepted) on for-
feiture of fuch bonds.

If any goods prohibited to be worn in
this kingdom, and foreign goods thipped
out for parts beyond the feas, fhall be
unfhipped, unlefs in cafe of neceflity,
&c. forfeited ; and if the mafter, &c. of
any thip or Veflel wherein fuch goods
{hall be laden, fhall {uffer any of them to
be landed, unlefs as aforefaid, fhall for-
feit the value of the fame; and the per-
fon or perfons to whofe hands fuch goods
fhall knowingly come, fhall forfelt dou-
ble the value thereof, unlefs he or they
make difcovery to the principal officers
of the cuftoms’in fix days. .

Mafters, éc. permitting the package
of fuch goods to be opened in port, with-
out leave, forfeit 100 . And if the faid
mafter, &c. fhall fuffer any of the faid
goods to be unthipped, landed, or the
packafre opened, without leave as afore-

faid,

[o1y ]

faid, fhall fuffer fix months imprifon~
ment, without bail or mainprize.

Silk ftuffs, or other manufa&ures
forefald relanded without licence, &c
or in cafc of dlﬁrefs forfeited, and trc-»
ble the value, bcﬁdes the penalty of the
bond,

Q= Arno 8 Geol
cap XV. §¢

Perfons difcovering frauds in draw=- Annog G,
. cap. xxi.

backs, to have one half of the officer’s
fhare, and acquitted of the offence.

- Coffee, po
for exportation, fhall be delivered, &e. 26.
unto the importers, &c. upon fecunty
firft given to his majefty, &c. that the
fame, and every part thereof, fhall be
exported, and not relanded in Great Bri-
tain ; which faid fecurity fhall be dif-
Charged without fee or reward, . upon
producing a certificate to the proper offi-
cer of the cuftoms, under the common
feal of the chief magiftrate in any place
beyond the feas, or under the hands and
feals of two known Britifb merchants

‘there refiding, that fuch coffee, tea, and

cocoa nus, were then and there landed,
or upon proof of two credible Wltncﬁ“S,
that the fame were taken by enemies, or
perithed at fea.

And bonds given on the exportation of
all other certificate goods are difcharged

in like manner, except fuch as are ex-

§ 7.

tea, and cotoa huts intended Anno 10Geo,

cap. x. §.

— Anno 1 Geo.
ported to Ireland. And bonds given "0 xol,

on. the exportanon of ﬁlk {tuffs made in §. 9.

C Great
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Great Britain, or filk mixed with gold
and filver, gregram yarn, incle, cotton,
or worftead fold on the coaft of Africa,
and fome other fmelgn places.
Thus much of the laws concerning
exportation of goods to foreign parts.

Defects in the Laws concemz;zg E,xpo;f'..
tation, and how evaded.

TOththﬁandmsr the laws above re-
cited, for preventing the clandeftine
relanding of bounty and drawback goods,
it is by expemence frequently found, that
very great quantities of{uch goods are
daily relanded, and even fometimes be-
fore fhips are cleared at the cuftom-

houfe, and bonds given on the exporta~
tion of {fuch goods difcharged afterwards
by falfe certificates; befides no bonds at

all ‘are given on the exportation of to-

bacco and fome other goods, of which /

great quantities are often relanded.
INow to prevent fuch clandeftine: prac-

tices, and remedy the fame for the fu-

ture, the following particulars are hum-
bly propofed, over and above the fecu-
rities already given by the exporters of
bounty and drawback goods, and the ex-
porters of thofe goods which give no fe-
eurity at all, :

Checks

t
[

P

Loro ]
Checks for remedying the aforefaid Evils.

HAT every mafter, purfer, or other
& perfon, taking chaxge of any fhip
or veflel outward bound wherein any
goods, entitled to bountxes or draw-
backs, are thipped for exportation, fhould,,
over and above all other fecurities, When

~ he makes his clearance at the cuftom-

houfe, give bond to his majefty, to the
fall value of fuch goods, not to reland,.
nor fuffer to be relanded, any of the fuid
goods, in any port, member,. or creek,
or other place in Great Britain, but
really and truly export the fame, and eve-

_ 1y part thereof, to parts bey /ond the feas,

(the danger of the feas and encmies ex-

cepted); and if to any port of freland, or
the Britifh plantations, fuch bond fhall
not be difcharged, until two of his ma-
jefty’s officers. refiding there have tranf-
mitted a certificate under their hands and

feals, to the collector and comptroller of

the port where the bond was taken, that
fuch goods have been really and bona fide
landed there, reciting the particuldrs; and
if to any foreign ports where his majefly
hath confuls refiding, f{uch bonds fhali
not be difcharged, un ul fuch confuls fhall
have tr anfmxtted fuch certificates as afore--
faid 5 or if to any other foreign ports
*ashexe his majefty has. no fuch officer re-
fiding,
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fiding, fuch bond {hall not be difcharged,

.untxi the {aid mafter, purfer, or other

perfon taking charge of fuch fhip or vef-
fel during the voyage, fhall, within

days after his return home, cer-
tify to the faid colletor and comptroller,

~ the times when, and places where, fuch

goods were landed and that the faid
maﬁer, and every matc, purfer, gunner,
and boatfwain of fuch fhip or veflel, or
the major part of them, fhall fign fuch
certificate, in the prefence of the faid col-

lector and comptroller, and of two other -

credible witnefles who fhould atteft the
fame ; otherwife, if no one fuch-certifi-
cate is produced, fuch bond fhall be put
in fuit, as if really fuch goods had been
brought back and relanded in Greas
Britain.  And further, that the package
of all goods to be exported on bounties,

or dr Wvbac :s, fhould be marked on thc \

outfide in large capital letters, before they
are fthipped, with the word bounty, or
drawback, that the mafters, &c. ma
the more rcad;ly cemfy the landing of
then

By ] this means the exportation of all
bounty and drawback goods will bemade
o publick to the officers and failors of
fhips, that the mafters, &c. will be very
cautious of being concerned in relandin
fach bounty and drawback goods for the
future, and even deterred from the very

éltZ’GmPC

[ 2t 7
attempt of fuch unlawful practices. And
it is but reafonable that the maiters, &c.
(who are the only perfons that have the
fole cuftody and direGion of all fuch
bounty and drawback goods, as alfo of
all other goods thipped on board during
the whole voyage) fhould give fuch fe-

curity, as well as- the exporters, not to-

reland, nor fuffer them to be relanded:

in any port, member, or creek, or other

lace in Great Britain;becaufe it is in the
mafter of the fhip’s power, and his on-
ly, to prevent fuch notorious abufe, {o de-
trimental to his majefty’s revenue and the

fair trader, -and thch every mafter, &c. -

of any ﬁ‘lp or vefiel may cafily per foxm
to the advantage of the revenue, without
any damage to himfelf,

Laws concerning coafting Veffels.

IT is provided, that goods are not to be
carried from one port to another
without a certificate under the cuftomer’s
feal, directed to the cuftomer whereto’
the goods thall be carried; and fuch cer-
tificate to be delivered to the cuffomer
before the goods are difcharged, to fee
they agree therewith, and that the
cuftoms be duly paid; and if the
goods be unpacked, or put to fale in any
pmt“’ than were firft enter’d, foxfcx}tfu
or

Amno g Fera
V1L c.viia
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¢. Xviil. §.6.

An14Ce Il
cap. xL. §.7.

For the fight of which goods, no fee
- is to be taken. '
No thip to go from port to port in
England, Ireland, &c. but Englifb built,
and mann’d with three fourths Engli/h,
under the forfeiture of the goods therein
Iaden, together with the fhip, &c.—
N. B. By the a& of union extended to
Scotland. -
Goods fhipped on board any fhip or
veffel, to be carried forth to the open
{ea, from one port; creek, or member in
the kingdom of England, &c. to:be
landed at any other place of this realm,
without a fufferance or warrant from
the proper officers, forfeited. And the

mafter of every thip or veflel, that {hall.
lade on board any fuch goods, to be

landed and difcharged in fome other port
of the faid kingdom, &c. fhall, before
the thip or veflel be removed or car-

ried out of the port, &c. take out a coc-
quet or cocquets, and become bound to
his majefty, with good fecurity to the-
value of the goods, for delivery and dif~
charge thereof in the port or place for
which the fame thall be entered, or in-
fome other port or place within the faid-
kingdom, &c. and return a certificate -

within fix months, under the hands and

feals of the proper officers in every re-.
{petive port, &c. where the fame f{hall.
be landed and difcharged, to the officers

Q
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to whom fuch fecurity had been given
as aforefaid, that fuch goods were landed -
ahd difcharged accordingly, under the
penalty of the forfeiture of the bond, &c.
N.B.By anno 5.Anz. extended toScotland.
- Foreign goods, taken in at fea, by any
collier, fithing - boat, or other coafting
veflel, out of any fhip or veflel; to bg
landed or put into any other thip, veflel
or boat, within the limits of any port,
without payment of the duties, forfeited;

and the mafter of fuch collier, &c. fhall

forfeit  treble the value of fuch goods,
unlefs in cafe of neceflity, &c. And the
mafter, purfer, or other perfon taking
charge of the fhip or veflel out of which
fuch goods fhall be taken in at fea, unlefs
in cafe of neceflity as aforefaid, fhall for-
feit treble the value of fuch goods fo
unfthipped. R

Goods brought or coming into. any
port of Great Britain, from any other
port within the fame, by coaft cocquét;

&ec. unfhipped to be Ianded before

{pch coaft cocquet, &c. fhall be de-
livered to the cuftomer, or colleGor and
comptroller of the port, &c. and warrant
made for landing the fame, the mafler,&c.
taking charge of the thip, knowing and
confenting thereunto, fhall forfeit the va--
lue of the faid goods ; and foreign goods
coming coaftways, landed without the
prefence_of an officer, -forfeited. '

| To-

Amn. 5 Geo.1,
cap. x1. §. 3.

Ann. 8 Ge X,
c. xviil., §.x8,
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Tobacco, or other foreign goods taken
on board any coafting veflel beyond fea,

or out of any fhip at {ea; or from any port.

other than ‘the port from whence fuch
‘goods are certified, forfeited, and double
the value; and the mafter of the faid

* coafting veflel fhall alfo forfeit the value
- of the faid goods. |

Ann.qGeeIT.

~ Officers of the cuftoms or excife may
go on board any coafting thip or veffel,

- and fearch for prohibited or uncuftom-

ed goods, and continue on board during

the fhip or veflel’s ftay in the port ; and if
any perfon or perfonswhatfoever thall ob-
fruét &c.any officer,&c. thall forfeit1ool,

So far as to the laws concerning coaft-
ing veflels.

Decfects in the Laws concerning coafling
Veflels, and how evaded.

| "TNJ Ouithilanding the aforefiid laes, it

is found by daily experience, that
the mafters of coafting veflels make it
their bufinefs, as they go from one port to
another, to take in great quantities |of
uncuftomed and prohibited goods, and al-
fo bounty and drawback goods, out of
thips and veflels at fea, who hover about
for that purpofe on the coafts of thefe
kingdoms, and often fteal over to France,
Holland, and other placés, where they
likewife take in confiderable quantitics

of

o Loes
of fuch goods, which they fraudulently
land, to the great diminution of the pub-
lick revenue, and manifeft prejudice of the
fair trade of thefe kingdoms.

Checks for remedying the aforefaid Evils.

THAT no mafter or mariner, taking
A charge of any coafting fhip or vel-
{el, laden or unladen, except fithing vef-
fels, and all other {mall veflels and boats
hereafter mentioned, f{hall, under the pe-
nalty of one hundred pounds, depart or
proceed onany bufinefs or purpofe what-
{oever, coaftways or to open fea, with
fuch fhip or veflel, out of any port, mem-
ber, ‘or creek, within this kingdom, be-
fore ‘he declares in writing under his
‘hand, to ‘the colleftor and comptroller
of ‘his majefty’s cuftoms of fuch port, to
‘what port or place fuch coafting thip or
veflel is bound ; and gives bond to his
majefty in the fum of two hundred
pounds, not to take in any goods, wares,
or merchandizes, out of any fhip or vef{-
fel at fea, unlefs in cafe of diflrefs; and
when it fo happens, he fhall immediate-
ly acquaint the colle¢tor, comptroller, or
other chief officer thereof, at the port
or place where he fhall firft arrive ; and
thall not go to any foreign port or place,
nor to any other ‘port or place within
this kingdom aforefaid, other than fuch

| D place
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place to which he declared himfelf
bound, except being forced by firefs of
Wmthcx and fuch bond fhall not be
difcharg ed unlefs the faid mafter or ma-
riner (hfdl, within | days
after his arrival, deliver to the collector
and comptroller of the port, a journal of
the voyage, and a certificate, fignifying
that he hath not taken in any goods,
wares, or merchandizes, out of any thip
or veflel at fea, and hath not been m,
or at any foreign port or place, nor in,

mor at any other port or place within
this kingdom aforefaid, fince his depar-

ture from the firlt port, except as afore-
f1id ; which certificate, {o to be deliver-
ed, the faid mafter or mariner thall fign
n the prefence of the fhip’s company,
or the major part of them and of the
coaft-officer of the cuftoms, immediate-
ly on his firft coming on board, who
mall all of them witnefs the fame;; Wthh

}ournal and certificate, the faid colleé’tor'

and compnollex fhall tranfmit to the col-
le¢tor and compt1ollc1 of the port where

the bond was given, otherwife fuch bond

thall be forfeited.

"This will make all thofe people, who.

are for the moft part 1gno1am of the laws,

and . neither think nor know of any . 111_

confequence that may attend them for
their being concerned in running goods,

other than the lofs  of them when

they
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imy happen to be feized, {o very cau-

tious, that when the moft ignorant of

them have entered into fuch bond as a-
bovementioned, which they muft know
may be put in ful., upon the leaft breach

of the condition of it, they never will run
the hazard of taking in any goods, wares,

or merchandizes, out of fthips and Ve%ls
at fea, nor of fealing over to France, Hol-

land, and other places for goods, for fear

of bemg detected.

Laws concerning Fifbing-Veffels, and all

oz‘uer fma/l 4 e[/@/s and Boats,

T is enadted, that no fhip, veflel, or An '»‘G” L

boat, under the ‘burthen of 1t tons,
fhall import any foreign brandy, a1mcl~:,
rum, {lrong waters, or ipmts of any kind
Wha*foever (exceot only for the ufe of
the fcamen not exceeding one gallon
for each fuch feaman) on “forfeiture of

the thip, &c.

Mafters, &c. of ﬁnks and veflels of the Scion s,

burthen of go tons or under, boveunn on
the coaft within the limits of a port, to

~give their own bond to proceed on their

voyage ; andon refufal, or not depa*tmg3
wind and weather, &c. permitting, the
cuftomable goods to be landed and enter-
ed, and the prohibited goods to be feiz-
ed and profecuted, as allo the (hlp, in

cufe fhe be liable to condemnation, &ec.
MNa

cap. xi.

X

L3S
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An.6Ga. 1. No fhip, veflel, or boat, of the burthen

Cap. xxi. §- o ) .

30. of 30 tons, ot under, to import any fo-
reign brandy, &c. (except only for the
ufe of the feamen) on forfeiture of the
thip, &c. as alfo all fuch brandy, &c.

Scétion 32. Ships and veflels of the burthen of ro

tons, or under, being in part or fully la-

den with brandy, found at anchor, or -

hovering within two leagues from the
{hore, and not proceeding on their voy-
age, &c. the officers of the cuftoms may
compel the mafter of fuch fhip or veflel
to come into port; and fuch mafter,
as likewife fuch fhip or veflel, and the
brandy wherewith fuch thip or veffel is
laden, fhall be fubject to the fame rules,
&c. ss fuch fhips and veflels, and the
mafters, &c. which hover within the li-
mits of any port, &c. are by the faid a&k
: fubject unto. |
tettionss.  And if the faid mafter, &c. of fuch
thip or veflel, fhall fuffer any brandy, or
other uncuftomed or prohibited goods, to
~ be put out of the faid fhip or veflel, into
any hoy, &c. to be laid on land, or thall
fuffer any wool, &c. to be put on board

fuch thip or veflel, to be carried to parts |

beyond the feas, fhall, befides the penal-
ties and forfeitures, &ec. fuffer fix months
imprifonment, without bail or mainprize.
an. 8 Gy No foreign brandy, &c. fhall be im-
ported in any fhip, veflel, or boat, of the
burthen of 4o tons, or under, (except

. only
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only for the ufe of the feamen, &ec. on
forfeiture of the fhip, &c. asalfoall fuch
brandy, &ec.

Three or more perfons being affem~ An.gGe. 1%
" bled and armed with fire-arms, &c. in

order to be aiding and affifting in the clan-
deftine running, landing, refcuing, or car-
rying away, any prohibited, or uncuftom-
ed goods, &c. may be apprehended by
warrant of any juflice of the peace, and
committed to the county gaol, and upon
convi@ion of and for fuch offence, thall
be adjudged guilty of felony, and fhall
be tranfported. »

And two or more perfons found paf-
fing together within five miles of the fea,
or any navigable river, with horfe, cart,
&c. laden with more than fix pounds of
tea, or brandy, or other fpirits, exceeding
the quantity of five gallons, &c. or with
any other goods or commodities above the
value of 301, &c. to be deemed runners
of goods within the meaning of the act
of 8 Geo. 1. .

And perfons lurking within five miles
of the fea, or any navigable river, not
giving a fatisfatory account of them-
{elves to the juftice before whom he or
they fhall be brought, to be fent to the

houfe of correction, whipped, and kept

to hard labeur.

- And if any perfon fhall offer any tea,

brandy, &c. to fale, with or without a
‘ permit,
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permit, the party to whom the fame

- fhall be offered to fale, may feize and

detain all {fuch tea, brandy, &c. and bring’
the perfon, or perfons, fo offering the.
fame to fale, before any one of his ma-
jefty’s juftices of the peace, to be by him
committed to prifon, &c. and fuch tea,
brandy, &c. may be profecuted by fuch

perfon or perfons who ftopped or feized

the fame, and on recovery be intitled to
a third part of the grofs produce of the
fale of {uch goods. o
And any thip or veffel from foreign
parts, having on board fix pounds of tea,
or brandy, &c. in catks under fixty gal-
lons, (except only for the ufe of the fea-~
men, &c.) found at anchor, or hovering
within two leagues from the thore, &c.
fuch tea, brandy, &c. is forfeited, &c.
~ And foreign goods taken in, or put
out of any fhip or veflel within four
leagues of the Bretifb coaft, without pay-
ment of cuftoms, {unlefs in cafe of appa-~
rent neceflity) forfeited, and the mafter,
&c. forfeits treble the value ; and alfo

the veflel is forfeited, if not above one

hundred pounds.

The aflembling and going armed, to
the number of three, to affift in any fort
of fmuggling, or receiving, or protecting
run goods, or in refcuing prifoners guilty
of felony, by the laws relating to the cuf-
toms, or excife, and the refifting the of-

ficers

L o3t ]

ficers of thofe revenues, by the like
number of armed perfons, are made felo-
ny without benefit of clergy ; and parti-
cular provifions are made by great re-
wards, and otherwife, for the appre-
hending and bringing fuch offenders to
juftice, - , ‘ o

Thus much of the laws concerning
fithing vefiels, and all other {fmall veflels
and boats, &c.

Defects in the Laws concerning Fifbing
Veflels, &c. and how evaded.

Orafmuch as the laws above re-

- cited, have by experience been
found ineffeGtual to ‘prevent the frau-
dulent landing of uncuflomed, prohibit-
ed, bounty and drawback goods, out of
fithing veflels, and all other fmall veffels
and boats; the mafters of whom make
it a conftant practice to meet thips and
veflels at fea, and fteal over to France,

- Holland, Guernfey, Ferfey, and the Ifle of

Man, and take in confiderable quantities

- of fuch goods, which they privately run

on fhore, being often affiffed by great
numbers of armed men to carry off the
fame, who are frequently too powerful |
for the officers of the cuftoms and the
civil magiftrate to obftru¢t them ; and it

1s moreover a very great detriment to the

nation, becaufe a great part of fuch goods
, are -
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are puycha'fcd V{ith our own gq}i %1;2(1 g‘l:
ver, and, what 13 ftill worfe, Vgtt»-‘ :ff P
and Irifb wool to thg e/mea o of
ours and increafe of the French tra ’
the woollen manufacture.

Checks for remedying the aforefaid Evils.
TH AT in every port, member, or

ek in this kingdom, the owners
or mag:rs of all ﬁﬂ)ix}g veflels, andhgll
other fmall veffels and-boats,‘ e}nd. fulc gi
ufually attend and are employ’d 1(r11 f(')z -
ing and unloading fhips, to ar}l nr m
foreign parts, and coa{’cways, ha be
aumber’d, and take out hcen;c;;s_, nd
" give fecurity once every year, tothe ¢

TeGor and comptroller of fuch ports re-

i 1 e manner as the
(heGively, in the fame ma ner
igaﬁers gf) thofe boats, wher}‘;ﬁs, pmnsg:zsri

¢ oallies rowing with more th
barges, or gallies rowing v ore than

' ithin the limits of the po
four oars within tI . orts
of London, Sandwich or Ipfwich, or the

members or creeks to them or either of

o fpectively belonging, are requir
z}clletf(r)l df)eb%rthe a&t of 8 Geo. 1. cap. vaé:x
{elk. 4and . not to be aiding agd afli t-
ing in running any fquelgnt-gc?ggf;n tr;;)sr i)r:
relandi oods entitled to o
zﬁ}:v?rb?c%cs? in which licences fhall be in-
ferted the name of -ciiery 'ﬁ.xcllll gi)gt;l glncig’;
ber or creek, together x?vxt; umber
of fuch veflel or boat, and thethereof,
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 thereof, which name of the port, mem-
ber or creek, and number, fhall alfo be
painted on fome vifible part of the head
or ftern of fuch veffel or boat, and not
to be alter’d under the penalty of

. And the mafters of all fuch vef-
fels and boats fhall be fubje@, likewife,
to be governed and dire@ed, by fuch in-
ftructions as may be neceflary, or ufeful
in fuch refpective port or place, accord-
ing to the fituation thereof; to be ap-
proved and confirm’d by the commiffio-
ners of his majefty’s cuftom refiding at
London and Edinburgh. And that at e
very fuch giving bond, every fuch ma-
fter thould have his former bond deliver-
ed up and cancelled, (provided it be not
put in fuit for being forfeited) on mak-
ing oath that, to the beft of his know-

~ ledge and belief, his faid veflel or boat

has not been made ufe of in the runnin

- of any foreign goods, nor in the reland-

ing of goods intitled to bounties or draw-
backs fince the date of fuch bond. And
that no mafter thould, on the further pe-
nalty of ~, carry any fuch
veflel or boat out of any port, member
or creek in this kingdom aforefaid, to
open fea, before he declares in ‘writing,
under his hand, to the colle®or and
comptroller of fuch port, member or

~creek, whither fuch veflel or boat is

E bound,

A Ze P‘:’/%z’{/f-fé)wc
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bound, and upon what bufinefs, whe-
ther upon account of fithing or other-
wife, who fhould, without fee or reward,
give the mafter of every fuch veflel or
boat a fufferance or warrant for making
‘the voyage ; and that, on the return o
coming of fuch veflel or boat into that
or any other port, member or creck
within the kingdom aforefaid, the ma-
fter fhould immediately deliver to the
proper officer fuch fufferance or warrant,
and a true journal of the voyage, fign dﬂ
by all the thip’s company as in the pre-

ceding article; and if it fhould appear

that any fuch veflel or boat has - been in
or at any foreign port or place, or has
been in or at any other port or place in
this kingdom aforefaid, f)th@l‘ than fuch
as thould be mentioned in fuch declara-
tion and fufferance, except being 'fo_rce'd
by ftrefs of weather, he fhould forfeit
| . And if any other veflel or
boat navigated by his majefty’s fubjecis
thould prefume to come from and after
‘the - day of laden or un-
laden from France, Holland, nge:;zﬁy}
- erfey, Alderney, Sark or the Hle of Man
mto any port, harbour or .roaci in th},S
kingdom aforefaid, or within the limits
of the fame, without having fuch fuf-
ferance or warrant, and journal aforefaid,

fhould be forfeited and loft, And if any

other

2
i
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other veflel or boat thould at any time be
found upon the coaft, and appear to be
the property of any foreigner or foreign-
ers, and have any of our Englifh failors
on board, every fuch Epglifh failor
thould be imprefied into his majefty’s
fervice by the officers of the cuftoms, &ec.
and fent on board fome of our men of
war, becaufe foreigners cannot fmuggle
goods on fhore upon our coaft without
the help of Englib failors. |
"This will prevent all thofe out-lawed

fugitives living in France, Zealand, &e,
and all thofe diffolute and diforderly per-
fons that appear in great gangs near the
fea coafls, from being concern’d in {mug-
sling for the futare,

And if thefe propofals for firengthen-
ing and enforcing the laws of the cufs
toms were"to berextended ‘to Ireland,
and to our plantations abroad, all the
frauds and abufes in thé cuftoms of thofe
countries would be likewife prevented.

All which feveral regulations before-
mentioned, will put the navigation of
thefe kingdoms into fuch.a method of
being look’d after, that it will be impof.

fible forany body to defiand the cuftoms.
m any confiderable degree, without be-
ing dete¢ted. And this without putting

of any,man to death, or even of creaty
we the leaft uneafinefs among us; and
will
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will make the fiir trade of  thefe: kinga -
doms flourifh, and . fo -confiderably- aug-
ment the revenue; as nay enable the go--
vernment to pay off ‘the.national debt
o few years, -

BINIS.

PAGE 305 line 27, ﬁr‘hundi'ed'peund’si

pead yootons; Pl 33k 13..f+ cuftom7..

cuftoms.. P. 34, at the end of line 275
add,, or any other iflands: on. the: coafts.




