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>3 ‘» gE nexther expe&ed ot deu,k
;ggé %gg: -fired any other Anfwer .to

the Lettetr which by the.

’ :;‘%%%3(& unanimous Refolutxon of
- this ancient Corporauon Wasd ,
fent to you our Rept‘efentatlve in P——t;
the Beginning of laft Month, than your
“ready ‘and -chearful Comphance -to. what:
“we therein requefted of you, which. was,.
to oppofe any new Excife, or further Ex-

tenfion - ‘of the Laws. of Exmfc, in What-é

l ?cvcr Shapc it mxght bc attempted

WE formd and ef’sabh{h’d the nght-'
we have to- make fuch a Demand, on the

| 'Praéhce of all Ages ﬁnce the Eﬁableh»f
: - men$ -
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Weht of Parhaments, and we. apprehen&

it s the undoubted Right ‘of every Cor-
- poration ’ in’ England to dire@’ their Re-
-',_‘plefentatwes in Points - of Moment, efpe- -
“Gially in fuch Points  as do fo deeply and |
nearly affect the Libertiesand the Properties
“of the People reprefented. ‘That this has
. been the Practice of all Times, will ap-
. pear moft’ evidently, b
- which Hll’cory affords; and therefore, Sir,.
- your’ Refufal to ‘comply with the Sqn-— -
timents of “your Ele&ors, in a Cafe of this = |
" Nature muft, doubtlefs, be looked upon - |

and refented as the greateft Indignity

that you could offer to a Body'of Men;
as a high Encroackiment on  their un~ -
* doubted Right ‘of judging for themfelves,
- inrd Cafe which relates rmtlrely to theu .
1.ibertiés and’ Propemes, and ‘as-a’ Breach
- of "T'ruft, ~for: which. 'you 'may depehd -
‘upon ‘it, they will fhew ' the' higheft and’
jufteft - Rcfentment Whenever they - have’
- an‘Opportunity to come to a new Election,
~ at ‘which Time they will moft. certamly,'
- with Scorn and Contempt; reject the Man-
 who' 46" far from having ‘efpoufed - the
neareft and deareft Intereft of hisElectors;
has turned an Advocate for the very
Grievance he has been requefted to oppole,
- and: has bafely attempted,’ by wretched”
. Sophlﬁ;ry, to fupport the vileft - Scheme: ’
o ' whxch- L

the Precedents'

Ll

A‘WlllCh ProjeGor ever form’d, or Power

.enforc’d ; a: Scheme . calculated to harrafg,

{courge, - opprefs, and: enflave the: People

of England, under the fpecious: Pretence

" of giving' them Eafe, and under clour =
of  reforming Abu{cs in #Trade, efta~
' blllhmg the greateft -of Abufes, namely,'
that of expofing the Eftates of Eﬂg/ ifhmei
to .the Mercy of tyrannical Excifemen,
and their Liberties to the dangerous In- o

fluence “ thefe Officers, or rather Vermin,

will moft certainly have in all popular |
- Ele&ions, whenever they fhall be efta-

- blithed in 'that Fullnefs -of Power a
. certain Gentleman is labourmg to obtam

for them AR

WERE Excxfes a' new Thmg, and

| Wlth which the Nation was. unacquamted |

we  fhould not havebeen perhapsifo
»peremptory in our Demand of your Op- .

- pofition to' them in any Shape whatfoever

- . but as we are by woful ‘Experience, itco.

fully convinced of  the Evils they are-big
with, and the Terrors with' ‘which_they
are . accompamed

mlght be Wllllng to foften ‘and mitigate

“them, itis not in their Power (the Nature

of Exc1fes -cannot ‘admit 'of 4t) 16 ‘make

{ §he Burthen eafy;-as this-is the Cafe, we

B2 could

-and..as we furthér
~ know; that how much foever the Mlmf’cry
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“could not avpid making our Requeft very
. much refemble a’' Command; -and. we ex»
pe&.you'll comply with it, {ince noReafon
~ or. Argument ‘can change the Nature of .a .
Thing, or make it be what it is not; and =
if you are gain'd -over to a Liking and
Approbation: of fuch a Scheme as this, -
the Reafons and ;Arguments which have |
convinc’d 'yaou may be eafily guefs’'d at, -

~ We have long chofén you 'to be our.
‘Reprefentative -in. P—=t,, for ‘which
Reafon . we expeted with  the .greater
Affurance, you. would not have deferted
~ us-in the only Point we have ever been
- {o frrongly folicitous about; -we -flatter'd
' ourfelves, that in return for the great
~ Confidenge ' you have fo long found us
- willing to repofe in you, you wonld on
- this: Occafion have ftood by us;:-and not
- bafely betray’d us in a Matter on:-which
gl that is-dearito us depends: But fince
. you haye by this Condué cangelled all for- -~
- mer Atrachments, I hope by ours at g -
- new Eleétion, . we fhall .convince. the -
- World that Englifomen will never for-
_give the Invaders of their Liberties; and

notwithftanding you. are fo ftrongly fup-
ported by ‘your numgrous Relations, who

- are Men in great Power, and may pro-
~ bably: carry . the Point.you are now ber

orsed or defended it? Weré fiich & Fhing

-

[s1

come’an Advocate for;’ we could with

~ you would, before it be too late, confider
that even your Succefs may be the Caufs

~of -your Overthrow, as well as that of
your Confederates, who, powerful as they

- are, may have Reafon one Day to dread

| _:4‘:11';: )uﬁ:Refcntment of an Injured People.”

-+ I fhall however, as you feem to aim at

fomething like Argument in your Letter tc
~ . v ment 1n your Letter.
us of the tgth of this Month, confiie

what you - therein advance; and I @till

hope, that if ‘you have not already. foc
hope, - have Iready

deeply drank of the Waters of ‘Corrugtif)(:lq
you may.yet -be brought over ere it be

too late, and thereby ‘avoid the eterna] =
oo > TR R DY ndVOold - the ete
Remorfe you' will certainly’ be- attex:é]:;

-with; fhould you, : for Views _you will

not dare to own, concur in the Overthrovr

of the Conftitution of ‘your Country; o,
1 k - 1.

‘which is the fame- thing; join ‘in“any Vote

Gy oF which Bxcles may become

¢

 You feem to be unc
Surprize, - that it - {hould" rcﬂtér‘k‘_’into'- any

‘Man's Head to' be afraid ‘of ‘a General

~Excife; you ‘treat it as a- Chimara; and
as‘a S'Ter"r_‘or -vainly fpread; you ‘afk #s
ever form'd fuch a'Project 2 Who e'uerﬁzp-

20
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lef a’ very great
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| ‘o be projected, what Pqﬂibili’fy of meez‘é'izg

 Succefs? In anfwer to which, T am of - |
~Opinion;, that when Wine and Tobacco
are excigd, it may be faid  with great- -

Juftice and Propriety of -Speech, that the’

Excife is General, and' all: you can then

“univerfal ; and how long it may be ere |

it becomes univerfal; I won't preténd to
fay 5 1 will only affert, that the fame
Reafons you urge for the Neceflity of
excifing Wines and Tobacco,- will equally
‘hold good . for:: almoft every. other Sort of"

. Imported - Commodities, . fince there are
*doubtlefs in every Branch of ‘Trade, fome
* fraudulent Dealers; and  when Sophiftica-

. tion.of Wine 'is talked ‘of with fo much-
Warnith, I could wifh it were confin'd to

Wine only, and’ that. the Politician, ‘the

- ‘Statefman,. the Lawyer, nay, even the

R

Divine, were free from the Imputation of 7

Sophiftication; in their refpe@ive -Callings.

“But to return to a General Excife; altho’ .
“you deny that Excifes can ever become .

General in this- Kingdom, yet in the g2d

Page of your Letter you-acquaint us, that
 alrcady Excifemen are general and fwarm |

in all Parts of. England, which is not very
~agreeable News: - You fay, that-as zo the

" Dangers. infinated from. the. Tncreafe of
© the Number: of Officers, you- bave inguired
T nte |

|| - areto be fo narrowly wa

i

| [_17;,}} |

that there are /b fg,w addits :

e Leere are [o jew adaitional Places ¢a
b Jurveyd, which are nor ey o
Survey for fome excifeable Commodiyy, thas

| the Number to be added, will not be con..

lancholy Reflection this, and muft, Lehink,

| Pea ftrong Reafon rather to leflen thap
for although you a¢,

inc?eafe_ the ‘Evil ;
prefent tell us One hundred . and ‘Fifia
Officers added. Will fuﬁice: ewez:;S&Fif:g

| Leave to be doubtful of the Truth of
f the Brewers of Wine,

this Affertion ; . for i

. tended, I' fear 2 much greater Addition.

| “will prove infufficient, and. the Number.

of them 'muft be fuch. a5
R ML ,as 4 Sl
gﬁ‘_,g;hﬁ? thofe .alrcady-'@ﬁabliﬂvf’{clil,?ﬂ ;cllﬁcﬁ’

. Bur before. I proceed to confider apv..

| of the Arguments in your Letter, I mudt.

- take Notice of an
that 151 our Requeft to you, ‘we have only.
prated like Parrots, and talld after. an:
other Body of Men: In anfwer to this, T.
y 7Y RiastE ¢ B

~ bs“:g - Leave in -
o ' c -to. inform you; that o
1 . Ry P S sl Iy th - .
and:;CQ.mmO. ,I.vl.'_,-:sé‘ilfe 18 he fimme i Reafbn;

s the fime. in_ every,

| v PaftofE;zg[and 3 and thag ’alth_qugh bt |

Requeft o you was worded almoft i

znto ﬂ,)dt Mdi‘z‘er,., ‘.azz‘d', ‘”;@’ cfé?’;é 1}, z.""sz‘%m? d‘ L '
L £ E ,l.,,E

| Siderable enough to-make @ Murmiuy. a me-

i b4 v - 1\
teh'd, ‘as’tis. pre-. .

 Infinuation you make..
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the famie Manner as that of ‘the C1tlzens,

'Merchants -and- Traders of - Losidon,’ yet
~we only" followed that Form- becaufe it

was full, clear” and “dutiful," and that it
perfe@dy defcribed our Sentimiénts, in a-
Stile and Manner which we 'C’Ould not -
mend and asto any Influence Dealers ifl

 Wine "and Tobacco - in’  London may have

over “their {everal Correfpondents in the:
Country ‘we’ don’t look ‘upon it to be
the Sort of - Inﬁuence ‘which a Penfiotier 1sA
under to-a M- r, “which’ caufes him- to
fpeak ‘and-a as’ he is -commanded : For

s the Dealers it London ‘are Gainers, by"
e\fery ‘Tranfactioh ‘they ‘have with s, ‘'weé
are free from: any other Inﬁuence than-
what'they cait'gain upon’ us’ by the Force,
of Reidfon, ‘and “their greater “Experience’
i Trade ¢ But -as to' the Affaif at prefent

in Queftion, the fad Experience we havé
‘of ‘the Miferies of Excife Laws, and what
we feel’ in common- with ' them, ‘made us
48 uniform in our: Apphcanon to out-Re="

refentatives, 10°be ‘defended” agalnﬁ any: 3
further Extenfionof them, . as we fhall ‘be }
in.the: Deteftation -of® thofe: Meri, “who are' J

determmd (thhout any “emergent-.

ceffity of ‘the State calling for it) to ex—{i 4
tend " them;’ and® Wantonly fub]e& a nu= |
“meérous Body " of - Meii to~the Slavery, f

thch 18 the certam Attendant on Exmfes
~ Before ,

\,.‘

R Kive 6h1£atr§ed al s
e moﬁ 4. Mohopoly,
Tob acco  diid Wme Tradeé' ' ;tths 2;11{:) ftfl‘:z% §

Out—ports hgve thﬂﬂ

R Years pai’c""

R

Bef'o_re we ‘dlﬁhifs thxs Arttcle We muﬁ

obférve: jiod endeavourmg to” excite aJeéa~

foufy"; am “‘gﬂ: the Coiiit < doai
try Ttadefs agdin
thole™ in ‘London, by aﬁ’ertmg theafﬁldlt]ii‘i3

- fromt® Beéing, ‘tru ue that We al,‘e fatlsﬁ 4

g radesy, ahd e Wi 1}!
AGW We have N er‘ evefalf '
TN Y ;
gainied™ Jvery conﬁderab \}\r”\on th§ 911) S R \ﬁ:
Lo)zdm;_‘gnd contmu gal \g’\upbn th
by ﬁRe:jlfon of ‘the” Excefs' they pay: ?
Duu_e' “ which' bemg "aboiit | Four: ik jia‘)
pﬁ;l goFllenbees many of the O pdi't‘éikfgj
undet=fell ‘the  London Tn s ‘2

thelr own Doors~ fo'n mporters Aimoft of
we appegl‘ o the Cuiftom-houtfe B
whéreby i¢ will’ appear that the’ Impg?izs:

tion” of Wities has incréafed in' the Out=

ports,i and‘decreafed 2 ;'Lomlon for feveral

Yo U next' w1th an A1r of' great Learn;

mg, are 1o good a5 o, _open .to us, the
Original’ 6f “Huiman - Governm ts ang
Societies, and tell us that one of Z‘Ze Prin-
ciples of Gawmmenf s 2o fecure the Pro:

perties and. Lz&ertzes of each Inds 2
Jrom the' Rapme and In uﬂzce 9 o;lzzr Z{I{;,zl-

dwzduczls qf the’ Jarie Saczez‘y ; for which
ST e Purpafe

rth ¢ of v\vh h

ST L T O

ERul

e S s

2RI,

-

T e e T e

o

TE




| [ 10 ]
Burpofe ‘Taxes were ﬁi’ﬁ inflituted, and are
mm;;a/ry + We are really much obhged to

A"Pams you ‘havé been at in thls,yer-

'Sy
il

tes of ¢

Society,

18

Argument, Excifes are a very improper

Kind of Tax, . fince they expofe us to
thofe very | Inconvemenmes thch you fay.
‘Taxes are neceifary, and Were ﬁrf’c mfhtu-
ted to prevent‘.,,‘ LoE ',V_.; ’:.‘ oo ‘\

IN the next Place

[

1

3U; ‘good Sir. Franczs /4 rongbeaa’ for-the -

- Juft and nece[czry Deﬁn

n‘d eloquent Dxﬂ“ertatlon, but ‘you - Liberties and Propen‘zes ,\ “this is " A very _

ht havc fpared your . felf the ‘TI'rouble.
: nvincing’ us of a T ruth- nobody in
hls“.Senfes" will contradlét or difpute; we,
all agree Cthat’ ‘Iaxes are neceffary for the. |
Supfort of '_ G'ofuernmem‘ and z‘be Prcjfema- |

bc ralfedj by Way of Excxfe 1.
‘imagine’; I bélieve, that Excifes
W111 ather expofe the Propen‘zes and Liber-
each Individualy ‘to the Rczpzne and,
Tnjuﬁzce of other: Indzwduals of the jézmel_
‘than’ defend ‘them. from it; and
thlsv bemg grounded on ‘certain Experlence -
atly ftronger than a bare fpectilative.
‘Opinion; thus accordmg to _your, own.

you acquamt us ;
W1th a. Thmg, Wthh God knows,  we

are but too. Well appnzed of ‘and’ very
o ; SOV Chéavily

heavxly feel ‘
almoﬂ: mfupportable ch

Ty

fad, a very melancholly Truth : Bit pray,‘ .
Sir anczs would you haVe us for, is
‘Reafon taxed in fuch a ‘Marnner ds ‘muft
inevitably" deﬁroy thofe very Liberties and
Propertzes which we” ‘have run'into’ thxs :

1mmenfe Debt to dcfend and preferve.

You next, to What End or Purp‘ofe
know not, 1ntroduce the Smkmg F und,

“on which you beftow very great” and*“)uﬂ: a
but what this is to the pre=~ -

fent Cale T know hot: I readily agree: that -
this Fund is the greateft Bleffing we & enjoy,

Encomiums ;

as' it gives us a diftant’ Profpect’ ‘of fecin ng

from “its* Produce the Debt of the Natxon L

gradually leflened,

often finger’d; ’tis this, ‘and - this alcme

| which' makes the pubhck Creditor eafy, * -

and” keeps up the Price of our Funds at.
‘I hope. therefore, that ‘the Ho~
nourable _Gentleman who is défirous of

Market,’

being thought the Fatherof it, will cherifh

L itas a favourite Child ought to be ‘cherifh’d,-
and ' not-in Imxtanon of Saz‘um dcvour -

hxs own Offsprmg, nor’ fuﬂ'er any of his
Ca - Retinue

‘and ‘at- one t1mef“0r"
| other” paid off," unlefs it fhoud be . too

G PRUE e Nt St S B st i

S
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)00 §, 6? w1thout Wthh may .make _ us

ol

‘‘‘‘

. %etmue to drop any thlng enher Wlthln

e

“;{hm t.in Danger  of bemg Teflened by
,ith fgequcnt N hngs and Dxmmunons*
O ;gxtlfely (exzed n. to_{u;

in, I come to confider | the. weighty

‘Reafons’ you ‘advance Why Tobacco and
‘Wines fhould - at this ‘Time be  put under
-,the Lawe-,,of Excife: thefe T fhall confider

th ’ .Ox'der you place them in: your

‘:p.' s

OV L "

“our - Taxes .and therefore

egua

{hould ne longer be. rais’ d; but. that an
.?xqfe ‘on"Wines .and Tobacco ought to
‘ qpply its' Place. R o

when the Ofﬁcers, who are . appomted to

ly ‘Aany fudden, |

HAY II'NG now: eleard away the,fe--
vv'el;"‘l Coats and. Integuments -whie

you |
yvrapp d up ; and obfcur’d. your Argu- " '

i‘ ﬁlﬂ: Poﬁtlon is, that z‘be Lcmd' -
‘fax 25 z‘be mq/i grievous cznd the moft un- - §

0 0'F my humble Opmlon a Tax may:
be jultly faid 1o be grievous,  when the.
Charge and Manner of . collecting i it is fo;

gf

"[13"]

“of the Subje& precarious, -and -exposd to
“moft .unjuft Depredations, and oppreflive
F ines; when. the Methods onwhich . the

enforcing the Payment of a Tax depends,
make People uneafy, and moleft them in

‘their. Habitations, - harraﬁing them with
*contmual Vexations in’ ‘their " Trades;

cauﬁng them to lofe a great Part of their

Time: in attending ‘Commiffioners to. an=

fwer to and defend themfelves from frivo=
lous or- Vlllaxnous Informations : When a
Tax is eriforced by Laws which are to be

- conf’crued and-- ﬁnally explain’d by Com- -
mlfﬁoners put in by the M——r, and re-

moveable at Pleafure, ‘when Juries fhall

~ po longer be allowed to mterpofe between
the Tradefman and his Oppreﬂbr and
When ﬁnally the great Number of Oﬂicers, a

Wh1ch are neceﬂ'ary to - colle& this 'Tax;

- muit endanger the very Conftitution itfelf;
“fuch a Tax is, I fay, (and al] the: World

- muft pronounce it to be) very grievous,
;fand not to- be borne by a- free People.

But as the Land Tax is not to be charged

- with any of thefe Inconveniencies, being
‘collected by Parifh Officers at a very fmall’

Expence, like a Church Rate; and as all

- thefe: Grievances, and many. more I think
it needlefs -to repeat, are the certain Con-
‘comitants of Excifes, none but the -Head
~of y0ur l*amlly, Sir Fmﬂczs Wronghead,
, Would

e
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would. ever talk of the grievous Nature of -
- a Land T'ax; 'and urge:that- for a Reafon,

‘why the greateft of Grievances an Excife,
- fhould be fubftituted in itsPlace. - ="

.ot

" Ow but fay you, is it~ not  reafonable

that the Landed Intereft, after having con-

~ tributed fo largely, ever fince the Revolu-

tion, to the Service of the Publick, fhould
now -in thefe happy Times of Peace'and

Tranquility, tafte the Sweets of Repofe;

and be eas’d of ‘a: Burthen which has fo

long lain heavy on it; T anfwer, ’tis yéry
Juft all Degrees of Men fhould, in Times
of Peace, feel fome Relief  from the -
Miferies of Taxes; but “as there is {o

firong, fo indiffoluble  a Conneé&ion be-
tween the Landed and Trading Intereft' in

this Nation, I will lay it:down -as an un=
. deniable -Maxim, that ‘Land can never

find Eafe from.any Scheme that loads or

in any manner . clogs. Trade, of which' I

intend " to - fpeak more largely by and by.
In the mean. time if ‘we confider, that by

~ far the greateft: Part ~of  the Landed
Eftates in this Nation ‘have changed Hands
fince: the Revolution,:and the Eftablith-
ment of Land Taxes; and as Eftates thus
fold, have been fold fubje& to the Out-"
goings of Land: Tax,. the Purchafers have
had - an dadequate’ Compenfation in ‘the
S S : Prices

L5l

. Prices .-'they, have paid for thofe Oht-gOiﬁgs 5 /

‘and confequently to thefe the Land Tax is

- no.more a Burthen, than it is forany one
who has. bought. an' Eftate ' fubje” t0 2

Fee Farm Annuity,  to pay” fiich an.

Annuity ; .and as for thofe Eftates which
ftill remain in ;the ‘fame  Families they

were in at_the Revolution, - F-appéal  to

thofe. Gentlemen, - whether - their ‘Eftates
do-not, from;.the advanced: Rents their
Tenants pay-them, . produce: more; or full’

this. Fac be, undeniably true; and I ‘defy:
| You to prove it to be falfe, it will follow,;
| that although the Landlord ‘appears to be:

| primd Facie, the Perfon  that -pays the-
Land Tax,, yet. as-he is rcikmburls?’;dy;frbnf i
| the:advanced Rents of his F arms, the Load'
| no longer lies on .him as a; Land-holder:
| but. from" him is thrown on the Firmer::
| and I fhall in the next Place confider who'
| takes the Burthen. from the; Shouldeis of.
| the Farmer ; in which Enquiry it will ap-.
| pear,; that. the:Land Tax is To far from.
| being an unequal Tax, that no Tax can’
| be devifed, which is at the long Run for
- | minutely fubdivided ‘as - this, and confe~
| quently no Tax fo. defirable. It will ap-
| pear, that of this Tax what the Confumer

RN BT of

s mych, clear-to them, -after:the Land!
Tax.is deducted, as they produced to
them before fuch, Tax wasinftituted, If

T TR e
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| [l
 of cur Home Produce doés'fot pay, cend -
' gers at laft on our Manvifactures, and there-
by fallson 'Trade §: from which the ftrong"
Conne@ion between Land afid Frade, will
. appear 111 full nght. "
" 1n the preceding Paragragh, 1 left the
“Land-holder reimburfed of the Land Tax
by the Farmer, - let us/now'’ fee how ' the

Farier gefs fid of the Buirthen; and'this

“Hé cannot poflibly havelany niéans of doing,
“But.. by difpofing of the’ Produce  of “his’

- Farm in fuch'a’Manfier,: 4 10 repay hime
felf for: the advanced’ Rént he - pays -his”
 ‘Tvandlord : > When ' Trade- flourifhes, - and’
the  Merthant' meets ‘Erficouragement by’
advantagions Muarkets ' Abroad, he chear-

fully allowothe Manufacturer aliving Profics |

this" enables the Marniifalturer. to pay “the:

Farmer s good Price for Wooll of offier’ |

Produd; and he'in confequence of this, ‘is]

enabledto pay his Rent chearfully; and” |

lay: up fomething for his Family, and the

 Eandlord is by thefé Means reimburfed |

© what he paid fer Taxes: Here you- fee

at one View, how immediately all thefe |}

‘Bleflings depend on Tfade'; ~which is- the
“grand Spring and ‘the primum mobile of

‘ the Whéle;_Wha a bad Eﬂglz/bman, :;nd'" |8
- "how much worfe Politician, muft he then
‘be, who' thinks' he' can-give Eafe to the.

 Landed

[wi

Landed. Intereft, by any Method | which

makes Trade either difficult “or “precari-

+ous; and I will venture to'lay down on
~ infallible Rule, whereby ‘the’ granof(xggg

“tion, :which has of late been moved; .con- .
~cerning the flourifhing or declining- Con-

- dx'ti'onu'of} our Trade, 'may. be caleulated
- with much more Certainty, : than from the -

Quantity ‘of ftrong: Beer drank in  amy

- cloathing Town ; a Pointwhich ‘a judicio
- Author- has'drawn VeryLComfonta%’le CIZE.S.

fequences from lately; ‘not, perhaps; duly

. weighing -that  Sorrow,-is Dry, "and

a5 o o et ME o .}Z,.and-th .
.Pepple .may ,_dr_lnk to. drive Care .‘awa;g o
-'The Rule T mean-is, that when you: are -

‘atked concerning the State of Trade, if

‘you thall on Enquiry find that the Farx

mers -in' general - pay. their: Rents well 5

‘you' may : fafely pronounce;: that Trad
| g;‘ﬂourxfhe‘s,-- and fo wvice versd : Fofiévl?éﬁ
- 2our Merchants fhall be out-done by their

Rivals in Trade at foreign Markets, ard
fhall have ‘their Returns excifed at Home
3

| and énhanced Abroad, the firft. thing th
will do, will be to i)éat -down .'tll?eg ;I/}z}-f

nufacturer in the Price of his Goods ; he

falls, upon’ the Farmer; and the F

- falls., upon 5 ‘ farmer

~being’. obhged to fell -his Produce chee:?g::

L ‘th.an‘ he can afford it, runs into Arrears
with Hhis Landlord, .on whom:-thé Lofs. at

latk
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* faft muft unavoidably and certainly ced- -
‘ter; and it falls ‘6h him with redoubled
Weight. I hope from a due. Confide-

~ration of this; the landed Gentlemen will
_avoid’ the ‘Bait that is laid for them, and
not come into a :Scheme which cannot
ieafe .them, as is plaufibly pretended. To

" _yhich I will add one more Confideration ;
.and that is,  that when an Excife {hall be
. eftablithed, - they -have no Security : that .

-théy ~fhall continue’ long free from a.
LandTax; and that Taxes have, after a

' (mall Intermiffion,. been revived, let the.

. Salt Tax declare: 'They may therefore
‘have the Mortification of feeing ‘their |
" Rents abated -by this intended' Burthen

on Trade, and be further faddled with
Land Tax into the Bargain, as foon as

‘the ‘Wants of the M——r may call for

- jt; and whe can fay how. long it may |
‘be’ before a M————1 may pretend
Wants? B SO DR P L ‘
- 1 wouLp bave every Englifbman further  §
_confider, one very wideand great Difference

- between a Land Tax and an Excife; which

is,. that a Land Tax is granted from Year
to Year, and that as long as the Supply

for the Service of the current Year depends - |

. on that, we are fully affpred that P——--ts

[l |

will always be neceffary, and the People

of England will never want an- Opportu-

- nity of Meeting, by their Reprefentatives, - .
to grant that Part of the Supply; at which.
Times, tfhould they happen to have any

“Grievances, they may infift: on having

them redrefs’d previoufly to -any other
 Deliberations; and had not this ' Advan-
- tage been taken in former- Times, arbi-

-trary “Power might have long firice been:
| eftablithed amongft us; andif ever'we give
. up this moft valuable Part of our Rights
‘and Privileges, and in the roomof a yearly.

Tax eftablith a perpetual one, whichfrom

>~ the Moment it is granted is out of our

~ Power to recall; what an unhappy Pro-
{pect thall we have of our Liberties if ever
{which God forbid) a Prince defirous, of
arbitrary Power thould fit on this Throne,
and can fupply'the current Expences of the
- Year without the Affiftance of P———t.
Therefore if the Excifes you are contend-
ing- for fhould .increafe even more than

the great Sum you expe& from them, I -

thould think even that fhould be a very
- ftrong Argument not-to grant them. I

flatter my {felf that all true "Engvlz'ﬂvmeh,'

who are unbiafled by any Dependance on
the M——-r, will thinkasIdo: And really

1 woilld have every Penfioner, if there be

D2 - any
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any fuch Perfon in the H——-ble’ -
of C=——, confider what he is doing:
- If by extendmg ‘Excifes the M————ly
~ fhould be able to a& without a- P- -t,

 Penfions will from: that Tlme ceafe the :

- Wages of Iniquity will be no longer pald
and y you, among the reft, will become an

ufelefs Tool, bequite laid afide, ncglefted |

‘and defplfed by the Man who corrupted

you, and curs'd and fcorn’d by every honeft

Man. 1 hope theérefore, fince the true
Intereft of your Country can’t move you,
-you will confider your own in ‘this Point,
and not come into a~ Scheme which will
very foon exclude you from all further
| Pretenﬁons on the T ~y. o S

HAVING thus bmeﬁy, “and. I hope fatlf :
faé’comly, fhew’d that Land Taxes are nei--

ther grievous or unequal; that Excifes will

be an unfupportable Burthen on Trade,
and that nothing which loads Trade can

eafe Land; I proceed to confider what
remains. of your mof’c excellent Eplf’cle

YOU begm your Accufauqn on the

Wine and Tobacco: Trades, by faymg it |

is neceffary to' lay it down as a-Truth, (I

fuppofe you mean whether it be F a& or- _7V -’
por) that great and. monf’crous Frauds are
S | (:omw

L]
commltted in the Impo1tat10n and" Ex~t
portation of thefe two Commodities. ' As
to Wine, I defy you, Sir Francis Wrong-
bead, to {hew any Frauds in the Importa-
tion or Exportation of that Commodity,

- which can deferve the Epithet of Mon~-
- ftrous; for the Truth of which I appeal =~
~ to an Account of the few Seizures made
“on that Article for.feven Years paft; and,

unluckily for you, it happens, that no

~ Branch of Trade is fo free from all Im- :

putation of Smuggling as the Wine Trade;
however, that Frauds are commltted n

all T rades I am willing to own, ‘and that

an Importer of Tobacco may by Col-

* lufion of the Officer that weighs, and gn
! Importer of Wines by that of him that. -

gauges, ‘defraud the Revenue; but this
cannot prove that' this Evil would be re-

| *  medied by an Excife, unlefs you thew

that Excife Officers are compofed of Ma-
terials not fubject to Bribery; and if fuch
Men were to be found, why are not Land-
waiters and Gaugers chofen trom amongft
them? or why thould they not rather be

~advanced to much higher Stations? I

could, I believe, place between two or

- three hundred fuch Men in Pofts, where

they would be able to do their Count1 _
;nuch better Servxce both in Church and
- State
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~ State, than in'the EXlee-Ofﬁce or Cuftom—-
' Houfe S

YOU in the next place lay a heavy} |
~ Charge on the Wine Traders, by afferting,

that the greateft Part of what Wine is

~ fold in Publick-Houfes, is nothing but a-

poifonous Compofition, made up of un~'

“known Materials: Thisyou fay isanunde-~

~ niable Truth; and I muft tell you, Sir
Fmﬂczs it is an undeniable Bull for any

~ one to aiTert a. Compoﬁtlon to be poxfon-

ous at, the fame Time he profeﬂes he is

ignorant of the Ingredients. I am afraid,.
Sic Francis, you have kept ill Company
. fince you haVe been in Town

jeadous that you have from’ this Bull, and

“another in relation to the Weights of To-

bacco, in Page 13.-equally Teaguifh, beena

little too converfant with a certain Irz/b

Dear Foy, who has diftinguith’d kimfelf

under the Name of CARUS. But to
| proceed As to the Brewers of Wine, Wth
are charored as well in your Letter as in

other Mlmfcerla.l ertmgs with mcreaﬁng
the .

~ to double that Quantity; or converting

twenty-five thoufand Tons into Fifty ; this
Affertion, void as it is either of Modefty

’ or Common Senfe, I W111 for Argument

and I am

Quantity of foreign Wines imported

fake,

[23]

fake, ~allow, and - having confider'd  this

Practice impartially, go on with you, and

- confider further, whether it ought to be
prevented, or whether the Remedy lel v
not be Worfe than the Dxfeafe. o »

WHEN a Set of Men are mark’d outﬂ

for Oppreflion, .
to abufe,

tis the general Practice
vilify,, and run them down,

painting them in fuch Coloursas may, if

pofiible, deprive them of the good ' Opi-

nion -and" Compaffion of Mankind, as well
“as of the Prote&ion of the Laws. In this
‘Manner has the whole Body of Wine Tra-

ders, without any Diftinction, been treated,

and accufed with fuch Bitternefs that no
Condu& could have deferved; and all from

‘a Defign to render them odious for what
they no wile are guilty of. It happens in-
deed pretty fortunately for thefe Men, that,
- if what you alledge againft them be true,
‘their A&tions are far from bringing a Lofs
" "to the Nation, but are of great Advantage.
'tO it. S

T HE Amount of the Charge in the In-

-di@ment laid againft thefe People, is, That
‘whereas the annual Confumption of forelgn
“Wines jn this.Kingdom would, were Wines
o ‘be- drank neat as they -are imported,

amount
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amount to full fifty thoufand. T oris; they, -
by various Mixtures of our Home Produce,
‘manage Matters fo, as to. make an Impor~

tation of twenty-five thoufand Tons fup«

- ply that Confumption; againft the Peace = .
of our Sovereign Lord the King, his
Crown, and Dignity, &0 0
" To this they plead, That although the

© " Accufation were. true, they think they do
the Nation:no harm, hut,  on the con=

trary; - by this their. ‘extraordinary. Skill,
they ' fave _annually a very great Sum' to.

- the Nation. .- For -were the - twenty-five

‘Thoufand ./Tons of Wine, ‘which their .

Ingénuity fupplies, - to be - purchafed. in

France, Portugal, or Spain,-it would, at

the moderate Price of twenty Pounds per

Ton, amount to five hundred Thoufand -

Pounds  per  Anwnim, which . would: be

“againft us in the Ballance of Trade; and |
' 'further,',th,at were we, inftead of wenty-
" five,;.go buy at the: feveral Markets of

Europ:“ fifty thoufand, Tons of Wine yeaz-

-which would be eight Pounds per Ton

~advanc’d. on fifty thoufand Tons,” which

would amount to- four hundred . nhpufan;ci ‘

. Pounds per . dnmum. more; fo that this.
T A S PRt

1y, that increa’d Demand would infalli- |
~ bly enhance the Price forty per. Cent.

sl

| 'ifntc;leraible‘ ~Ctime laid  to thkir Chargés
would appear to'fave nine hundred thous
- fand Pounds per Annumy and if itis fups

pofed that Cyder: and :Perry fhould . be

the chief Articles of- this Increafe; they -

apprehend the Revenue is thereby greatly

improved, by the Expence of ‘that Part

of our Home :Produce; and that: the

landed ‘Intereft in Hehffb‘m.’/bz'r"e‘,»‘and other

Cydér Countries at leaft, "is much, bene-

~ fitted by it. It hasalway's been allowed asa

Truth ‘not be contefted, - that every -Ar-
ticle ‘of ‘Luxury imported into . this Nax.

“tion, ‘and to be confumed  in it; is-a dead
Lofs to this Nation;* and: I 'am forry- that

~the Article of Wine, ‘even on the Foot it
now ftands of an Importation of twenty-
five thoufand Tons; thould run away with

fo large a' Sum yearly;. for according to

~ the Price, ‘which have of late Years -been
'~ paid for Port Wines; which Article alone
Is one Half of the ‘whole Quantity im- -~

ported, the twenty-five thoufand Tons we
Import do not coft lefs than twenty-four

PoundsperToninan Avarage Abroad,which

comes. to fix hundred : thoufand : Pounds,

paid yearly out of the Ballance of our Frade

- for Wine: Is not the Expence of this . -

§ Artdicle fufficient? And would it be ad-
fvilable to encreafe it? ‘I fhould think by

RO -

B
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.o means; but could-thefe Wine Brewers,

whom. you treat. with. fuch. Infamy, by

: . Skill,. or In: ity, . fupply from
“any Art, Skill,. o;.Ingenwty,}_.ﬁ.Jpp y fr
| ?3?1{',Hi)r,ne Produce this whole Article, I

‘ ‘think them a:wmoﬁ,\{alua‘ble Set o
ghdzlrlxl? I .‘l_gnif - fure the:Nation would be

- ‘more obliged to them than to g’ny:ot_h‘ér ]
- ‘§0§;-»:"‘§fvll\gdenyou can- name. Andlf N |
they. defraud their Fellow Stbjets by their

Brewing, they keep the Mpnqy,. n t
%:Zvolr?% ”whizh* I think: is a .very. great

.

71

Your Temper, Sir Francis, 1 will ‘éndear’

Vour to thew you

Dot p'oié:ketv up the ~'Wllol¢f~DiE¢rCIICé§- i

‘the- Wine. Brewers do

~Tas aknownMaX&tm,that aRCtaller
~of Wines cannot live unlefs he fells for
an Advance of above fifty per Cent.

‘great'is the Expence, 'Watte, : and Charge

of ‘dfawing ' Wines

in a' Tavern, whisre

1 the Viatner:pays a‘great Rentforihis
Houfe, is obliged to keep many . Servants,

Atonement for that Crime: For as to the |

' Charge " of - pc}ifoning'," - ’tis. ridiculous. to

affért it ‘without faying and proving .that

- ‘they ufe ‘noxious or- unwhqle‘fo’m? Mate—f-‘ |
rials in their increas'd Quantity, fince, i

, ‘compounded . Liquor. is. poifonous,
fr:ﬁz WillP become : of \.‘.the-'- Juleps ', %‘nd
Cordial Draughts prefcribed : by ﬂll: ‘a-
fcultfy,‘f which are. comqu_ed of un <nown
‘Materials, ‘and confequently, by . your

Hibernian Logick, ‘muft allo be poxfon~ |

’ ME rrinks I fee you now ready to

take Fire, and afk ;> What! Shall we fuf-

th ) Engla e impofed

. .fer the People of Eﬂglaml to be,;mpo (

| 'ff;oh,eand %ay for Cyder and Perry, @16;1 ;
at the Price of Wine? I grant, it wou

e wrong, and if you'll -pleafe to. keep

your

and’ burris many Candles and Coals, : ufes .

a great deal of Soa

all: which Neceflaries are tax’d and. ex.

<is'd; and ‘are -ufed:

more plentifully now

in Taverns; from the increafed Luxuiy of

their "Cu-iﬁomers,“ L
in former Times;
Port Wines: at five
and many. ‘Taverns

Doors - at ' the fame

People cannot buy:

Port Wine, that is’

han they ufed ‘to’ be
'There are many Cel~

- lars, where Wines gre retail’d,” which'{el

Shillings per ‘Gallou,
- which “fell “out of
~Rate, and yer thefe -

a’ Pipe of  real hedt
of the beft: Quality,

of the -Merchant Importer, for lefs* than

thirty-¢ight to forty e firfk ©

Coft, which is about fix Shillings and Mix -

.Bence per Gallon: ‘Froimn this it is plain, -
the Quality of their

I that if they lower

‘Wines by Mixtures,

Pounds per Pipe firft -

they "abate propor-
2 ~ tionably

o

p'iiﬁ"‘ﬁwaﬂiing[ Li’hen_, .
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fionably'in the Price they fell i

t fdr, and

. sheir- Cuftomers haveit the cheaper: - And ~
 that they. content: themfelves with a.mo- . |
~ derate Profit appears from the few Vint- |
~ pers who ledve -off théir T rades, and re-
- gite.with Effatess - . o

i v the Eidence therefors, T |
shink it will appear to be by no.means

‘advifeable, to run the Hazard of obliging |
 this Nation to lay out. hear One Million . |
~ .yearly in Wines ‘more than they now do; |
andof the two Evils; 1 thould rather think |
_it prudent to. leave the Wine Bréwers in §

* thé: quier Poffeffion . of their unrightéous |

- Gains, -than by preventing their: Practices, |
.run. the  Nation to an Expence which |

‘would be our Ruin, and turn the Ballance }
“of Trade fo ‘much. againft us; for- what |
“thefe People get remains ~amongft us,
{o  that we may. fairly ‘conclude the .
~ Remedy would be much worfe than the |
 Difeafe.. I fhall’ difmifs this Article by |
obferving, that an:Excife. op Wines ‘is |

and what you fay is zhe great and avowed
End of the intended Propofal. .

" As to the univerfal Diflike this Scheme

has been received with, by all Sorts and

Degrees of Men in all Parts of the
»./’ngdom; and: which you modeﬁlylirea‘t |
as -a Clamour raifed by a few Incon-"
- fiderable Facobites and Republicans; you

yourfelf know, ~and fo  does. the chief

_ Perfon copcerned  1In - fogwar;dingi’ﬁthis CANR
. Scheme, that this is by no, means the
‘State of the Cafe; and whilft you with
Terror-behold the Flame you have raisd,
- you would “be . glad you could Jpérﬁlade :
your Confederates,  that this is no more
~ than a little Party Heat, which will im- -
' mediately die. of itfelf: You may“\chancc -
~ to be’ miftaken in this Point, and find it

"~ to be a Fever attended with worfe Sym

‘ridiculous, as well as dangerous. - Since {

1. have, I think, -proved that it would |

“highly injure the Nation, fhould it be |

- gffeGual “to . prevent. the only Thing |
gharged as an Abufe on the Wine T r@dii B
R TSRt S o and §

.toms than you care to own, ' If the People

~ who are againft this Proje&t are Jacobites
‘and Republicans, I am very forry to hear
that Nine. Parts in Ten of the Nation
~fhould be ranged under thofe Heads ; for-
1 am perfuaded, that Nine Parts in Ten
‘deteft the Scheme and its Author. It:is

~ the, common Method of the, prefent
© 'Times, to brand. with the. Name of -
Jacobite whoever oppofes 4 certain Gen-

. tleman

et T TR Yt s




‘deman in any manne s is a mean
and difhoneft Way of treating the trueft.

" Friends to the Conftitution of England,
~and the Principles of Liberty on which

(it is founded s and confequently the trueft
Friends to the prefent:Illuftrious Family

[ 30]

manner; but this is 2 mean

which ' fits ‘on ‘the Briti/b Throne: And

‘whoever -is the Caufe ‘of ‘Difaffection, ‘if
“he is ‘not himfelf a' Jacobite, aéts in the -
“wery mannér ‘which a Jacebite defires he
 fhould a& in; and I fthould rather incline
tobelieve, that this Scherne had its original
‘Rife amongft that Set of People, fince

anothing ean, in my Opinion, more effeGu-

ally give Life to their .expiring Fa&ion, .
- than an Actempt, which goes fo much
againft’ the Grain of the whole Nation,
and - carries Difaffetion along with it
* "To conclude this Point, when unnatural
- Schémes are pufh’d on without the leaft

Regard to. the Sentiments of the whole

‘Nation, T fhall never wonder at any
Union of different Sects to oppofe them,

“how unnatural foever: that might appear

‘on_any other Occafion; and from this

-very Incident may- be gathered, that when
~ Englifbmen -are atwtack’d in ‘the eflential
- Points_of ~Liberty and: Property, every - |
‘Diftinction of Party and Principle ceafés, |
“and they become ‘unanimous to fave-thejr

‘Datedat Guzzle Down,

TR

- All from Ruin. 1 thould therefore think

it matter of Prudence, not to puth any
further, a Scheme jou muft, if you are

not blinded by Folly, know to be highly
~ diftaftful to the Nation, and may in ifs
Confequences be dangerous to all. - Accept

~ this" Advice, and take it.in good Part; it .
comes from the Heart of a True Engli/b-

- man, zealous for the Liberties and Pro- .
perties of the Subje, well affected to his.
- Majefty the King and his Iffue, and de- -

firous that he may long reign in the.

- Hearts and AffeGions of a Generous,

~ Brave and Free People. | *

‘ Your's, &e.

{
AN

P.S. T rap almoft forgot to Re-

_mark, that when you mention the fmall
Increafe of Excife Officers, which will be =
- neceflary to colle&t the Duties on Wine
and ''Tobacco, you argue that no Danger

can accrue to our Liberties, from fo in-

confiderable a Number as will be added; -
: ' but

- . The Mavor, -




{
|
|
)

s

e e g e o e

 but you {hould have confidered how véiy

" muft; naturally; arife, it ds:not ‘.

- confiderable;a Body “of Subjects; the Ter-
_ rors of théfe, Laws will be: extended overj
‘and asfrom thence, a flavifh Dependance

3
‘e

~ Power.of. jour Sophiftry to diffemble the .

* Danger:the Libérties: of this Nation muft
‘be expofed to from ‘fuch a De dance:

ndance:. ;
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