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=) (08 that there’s like to be a

Struggle next Seffion, of Par-

P4 liament between the African

= Company and the other Tra-

- dersthither 1 take thefrec.
dom to fend you a Speech made by a

| Bl;@cﬂkat‘_Guakd&zloupé,' a French Ifland, u on
the Funeral of a Negro, kill’d by his

‘Mafter for taking a fmall Loaf of Bread
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(4) |
as he pals’d thro the Kitchin: From |
which, and what I fhall add, you may = |
. perhaps, colle&® more of the Iniquity.of
‘ghat Trade, and fee more of the ‘Criklty
wWwherewith the poor Wretches the Negroes
are ufed, than either the Planters or Mer- |
chants, the Company or Traders, will |
think it their Bufinefs to fhew, or for their -
‘Credit or Intereft to have known. ™
.~ The Acquaintance I had the honour to
‘have with you, whillt I was in England, 4}
gives me reafon to believe you fo greata |}
- Lover of Juftice and Humanity, and that
you have fo much at heart the juft Rights
" and Libertys of Mankind, that 1 perfuade
‘my felf you will take pleafure in doing
what in you lies for the Relief and Eafe
of fo many miferable Meny, who are really
treated worfe than Brutes. Your God-like
Mind, P'm fure, knows the Foy of doing *
Goad. Anda greater Good can hardly be
rimagin’d, than to help and relieve fo ma-
ny Thoufands of miferable Men, who groan
‘under the Weight of an infupportable.7y-
rangy and Oppreffion. a0
The Black feems to have fo fully argu’d.
the Juftice and Injuftice wherewith they
“are acquir’d, that I need fay little upon
“that Head : But 1 fhall give you two or °
- three Inflances of the Ufage they meet

, (5)

with after they are brought to dmerica;
with my Thouglits in general.

A Ship beingarriv’d ‘at a certain Plan-
tation, a Planter goes on board to buy;
he cafts his eye upon a ftout jolly young
Fellow : Captain, fayshe, what (hall I give

you for that Man ? Sir, fays the Captain,

he has a Wife ; if you have him, you muft
take the Cow too.———Which s fhe ?——
This.——D—= hér, fays the Planter, fhe’s
anill-thriven Fade, T'll not waeddle with hey -

~ Prithee let me have the Fellow alone.——He’s

very fond of her: you’l have no good of
him without her.c———F4 venture thar,
fays the Planter; Come, fer Your owz Price.
By this time the Black perceiv’d they were
treating about him; and fearing they
meant to feparate him from his Wife, fteps

- to her, ‘takes her in his Arms, looks upon

her with all the Paflion and Fondnefs of a

~loving Husband ; then goes to the Planter,

points to his Wife, then to himfelf, and

" by his Looks and Adions feem’d to fignify

he beg’d the Planter would buy them both;
and that if hedid, it would be the grea-
teft Obligation in the World, and he might
expett a Returnin good Services.
~ The Planter, to pleafe and delude the
poor Wretch, fignify’d by Looks and Signs
he would. But the Captain fets his Price;
e A T the
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the Planter ftrikes. him : _And_new .the

matter is, how to decoy the.poor Man |

from his Wife. The Planter fignifis to |

him, that he had bought them bothi ; and
that they were te go im mediately on fhoar, |
The overjoy’d Negro falls upon his knees,
kiffes ' the Plante’s, hands, and is Almoft &
tranfported. = Borh Man and- Wife are ||
brought to the Ship-fide 5 the Man goes &
down into. the Boat,.the Woman fHll in

the Ship ; the Boat, as order’d, ftrait puts

off. . The Negro feeing himflf thus de-
lnded, aid ready to be rent from what

Nature had fo"dlofely” joird bim to,
fnatches up an- Oar,  and knocks the
Rowers down, returns to the Ship-fide, |
and afcends with all the Refentment and
Fary, that fobif¢ and inhumanan Aion
cou’d produce ; runs to his Wife, clafps
herin his, Arms, looks.with Anger and Lo
dignation upon the Planter and Captain,
- and draws his Finger along his Throat i
meanipg he'd cut that if they parted him
from his Wife. The Planter feeing the
Conftancy and’ Refolution of the M an,
and what he was to expec if he did not
take the Wife too; and having fet his
mind upoq the Fellow, vouchfafed in his
great Goodnefs to buy them both. . So.
much for our Traffick, . .

(7) »
 The next! Inftance is -of the+Ufage of
our Negroesy: when we have bought them.

- Tis this ————On a Sunday -a.Planter ta-

" manners than to come here: again.

king aTour about his Plantation, finds a
Stranger Black ‘Waman with one of -his
Black Mentin the Negro’s Hutt. ~Huffey !
{ays the Plariter, who sare you 2. To whom do
you belong 2 And,. "without,itayiingﬂ\for afn
Anfwer, falls-a caning her. His Negro
befeech’d him' to fpare her, for that fhe
was his Friend.  Why, Sirrab! -fays he,
what Friends have you? If youwanit aWo-
man, bave not I Women enou’ for you 2 - Tou

Dog you! Sirrab, whofe is [he? and began

~to-maul him. Sir, fays the -Negroy for

God’s fake forbear : Pl tell you,———0Qus
with’t ther, you Dog.———Why, Sir, the’s
fuchan one’s Servant in the Town, —— -
‘But, you Rafcaly, what does [he bhere 2 Ijl
teach you to bring other Peoples Servants ipon
Y Plantations. (Then falls.on him again)
And for you, Huffey.! Il teach you better
Here!
(calling to his Servants) frip this W — ve ;
tie'her to yonder Treey and let her have forty
[found Lafhes with the Cat-of-nine-tails. "The
poor trembling Woman, fcar’d almoft out
-of her wits with this dreadful Seatence,
falls upon her knees, and in the moft hum-

- ble and earneft manner befeeches his Mer-
o A 4 o5




(8)
¢y; for that fhe meant no harm. Wiy,
ou d—-="d B—ch, fays he, what came you
bere for then?  To tell you true, fays the
- poor thunder-ftruck: Creature, I'm your
Servant’s Wife. Are you fo!——~Then let
ber bave forty Lafhesmore s and as. for the

D--g, Dl facrifice him for daving to meddle

with any Women but mine. The Negro takes.

to his heels, and hides himfeif. - The Wo-

man’s ftript, unmercifolly lafh’d, and let o

go. Some time after, the Negro comes
into his- Mafter’s Prefence, hoping the
~Storm was ‘blown over : ‘But fo far had
the Spirit of Rage and Cruelty the afcen-

dant, that tho the Fellow was better.

“worth than §0/. per ann. to him, inlook-
ing after the boiling of Sugars and other
things 5 yet the moft earneft Requefts and
Intreatys of the Planter’s Wife and other
Friends prefent were all little enough to
diffuade him from killing him; and with
diffculty he was reftrain’d_from imbruing
his Hands in the poor Man’s Blood.

‘The laft Inftance I fhall trouble you with,
is, of the Manner and Meafure of fome of
our Panifhments. e S

- At a principal Town of a confiderable

Iland in this part of the World, a Wo-

man Negro-Servant had ftole a Silver Cup,

or fome’ fuch {mall thing, from her Mafter ;
e (probably

C9)

(probably to buy fome little Neceffarys for

.the Child the went with.) - Now he mj

either correct her in his o)wanoufé, glrl%}:f
der her to be chaftiz’d in the ‘open Market
by the hands.of the common Whipfman.

-He chofe the latter.  Out fhe’s Jed te

the Whipping-Poft in the Market:Place,

and tho fhe was {o big.with Child, that

dhe feem’d near ber Delivery, yet fhe
ftript ftark naked, her Han,dsy'fty(’d lea:

Rope, by which fhe was hoifted till fhe
ftood on tip-toe, and all her Parts fo dife
‘tended, as one would have thought a Blow
‘muft have made ’em crack and fly afunder,
‘Thus naked, thusdiftended, thus big with

Child, the Executioner of Cruelty comes

‘to her with a Whip made of Wires, and

fallson fo unmerafully, you would h:
thought each follow.in"g, Lath would .fiz,:

‘have made the Child {pring from  her
-Body : yet fti]l her cruel Mafter’s Eye pe:-

ty’d not 5 nor did the Beadle’s Hand {par
her. Thus ftood this miferable Sp-e&[;clg
inthe face of the Sun and of the World,

- whipt and fecourg’d fo long, fo cruelly,

till to the fhame of thofe who call them-

Aelves Men, good-natur’d Men, and Chrif=

#ians, till to their lafting fhame the poor

-~ Wretch f‘elt_i fuch Pains and unfpeakable
~Agonys, as made her {weat even Drops of

Blood




(10)
Blood 5 whilft all hér Back: and: hind Parts
were{o gaul’d and flay’d, that they no lon-
- -ger look’d like human Body, but all appear’d
‘one: Picce ‘of :mangled- Hleft ‘with reeking
~Gore.  Therpoor. Creature, enduring all
‘thefe racking® Torments ‘with an invin-
«cible” Patience, did  not fomuch as open

‘once - her mouth. - The ‘cruel Execution

-ended (if it . may be faid to be fo when
fo much "Smart’s to follow) her furrow’d
‘Back and bleeding Wotinds were wafh’d
-with Salt and" Water. A fharp Remedy,
wou’l ‘fay—~But yet, yow'l“think it mild,
‘compar’d with what -they do in fome
‘Plantations.——Sometimes, if they think
Scourging and fuch-like too gentle Punift-

‘ments, forgetting all Humanity, they will

‘with'a" Knife lay open" the' Fleh of a
‘Slave’s Limbs i» long Furrows, and’' then
- pour ahet Liguor, made-of Pitch, Tar,
*Qily; 'Wax; and Brimftone,. or fuch-like I4-
‘gredients into the Green Wounds. %
© Thus, Sir; I have 'given you juft a
“Talte of our Humanity : for to attempt
‘the” recounting all our Methods of deal-
‘ing, and our many Ways of punifhing
‘thofe miferable Creatures, ‘were as end-
Aefs as - what dvarice and Iniguity can fug-
“geft, ‘or what ‘the Caprice and: Cruelty of
- - Men,

. Power, 1o kill or do what elfe the

all jult War being Pe

(11)

Men, bounded by ng Fences of

[

can invent and execute., .
- Yet this is the Cafe.of thofe Wretc

whom were the D— | himff o rar? | %
ment; and yet, proﬁt by- or eXPe&b thelr |
make them more miferable, .

- Why they fhould be thus treated [.can.

Dot imagine.  The. moft

bumar: Law,

barbarqus Nations the Capror
to-have Right,or however they have got the
with ~their Prifoners. The :;Cui%b%?ag? |
Servitude, as it wag at firft ,‘introd,ﬁc’d-‘by
Men; who would -not forbear one Crﬂélt? -
except they exercis’d another nog much
1?13,}5 {o. was It not. every where, -drf"éitgaf-u
Hmes receiv’d. Gro. de jure B,  p. L3,
¢ 7. §. 8. Whatever cruel Barbatians | ;
may think or practife, tis plain all the | 3
Chriftian, 1 might perhaps fuy all the of |
viliz’d World, account jt barbarousf;ind
Inhuman to kill a Prifoner, or treat him = |
il after you have given him Quarter ;.ang N
they haye' ntirely laid afide the Cuﬂ%c;m of
Slavemaking, as’ being againft a)1 Rules of
Charity : Gy, Vol. 1. §. 9. For the end of
aCe, 7. e. a quiet Ey-
Property, what occa-
fion

joyment of Life and
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fion is there to kill a Man 1 have difarm’d,

and from whom I have nothing to fear,
and who perhaps had no Malice, but fought
againft me only becaufe his Prince or Cap-
tain would have tuckt him up if he had

ot ? And if in fuch Cafe it be inhuman

to take his Life, it is almoft as bad to

‘take from him the Liberty of a rational
‘Creature, and to {pare his Life no longer
‘than he blindly fubmits his Underftand-
ing, and all his Facultys both of Mindand

Body, to the imperious Difates of my
Will, how unreafonable and extravagant
foever. But then even among thofe who
allow’d of Servitude, yet it was upon fup-

‘pofitionof a juft War 5 for otherwife the

Conquerors were fo far from having a
Right to kill, that if they knew the War
tobeunjuft, it was Murder if they did;

f’equence» alfo they could have no
Right to enflave or fell, or fo 'much as

*keep their Prifoners.. So {enfible were the

Romans of ~ this, that Gret. ¢. 10. §. 6.
gives feveral Inftances of their making Re-
{ftitution of what they had took in wnjuft

Wars 5 {o that they even fold Lands bought

with the Price of Captives, and reboughe

“whom they had before fold, and fet them at
Liberty. - And Grorimsy Pol. 1. is clearly of
-Opinion, that if one poffefs Goods taken in

an
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an unjuft War, tho he had no hand in the
taking them, or did it innocently, yet he

is bound to reffore them. . But admitting
we had as good a Right in our Slaves as
weare  willing to imagine, yet ftill they

are Men. And tho the Law has a great

‘while mdulg’d or Conn]_v’d at our bein

Fudges in our own Caufe’s yet it feems but'z
piece -of patural Fuftice and Equity, that
no Man fhould be fo in matters of any
moment, where a more z'mpﬂm'ﬂz.' Fudg
may be found : Or, however, if the Lap
thinks fit to allow them this, yet it would
feem but reafonable - that, like all - other
Fudges, they fhould forfeir their Office, .if

they be ever guilty of abufing ir.

- Thefe unhappy Mortals, the Negtfoés,:

make a great part of the African Trade,
about which there is like to be fo great -:;»:

Buftle. Let them take it for me that like
it : Let them ftudy Ways and Means to

- preferveand increafeit. It has never yet

throve, nor do I believe ever will, till ’tis
manag’d with more Jufticeand Humanity
both in the firft and after Buyer. We
have had many publick Calamitys in this
Ifland, and many of our Neighbours have

{marted too. I do not wonder, I rather

admire the Divine Goodnefs and For-
bearance. . T
S It
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“Tt muoft be own’d odr Plantations are of
great Confequence to’’both’ Us and Engm
Lind.- They are work’d and cultivated
mioftly by the hands of! Negroes, ‘and it
would be hard to doit by anyothérs. But
it does not thereforé ‘follow, that thofe
poor’ Wretches, ‘by whofe Labour we are
enrich’d, muft not be treated with Huma-
fity and Reafon ; 5 orif they areill us’d,
that the Law fhould give them no Pro-
~té&ion or Redrefs. "*Tis very hard, ‘that
whilft they help to make us fome of the

- happieft People in the World, we fhould

in return-make- themt the moft unhappy,
the moft wretctied and miferable part of

the Creation. No, Sir, you well know

no Advantage can legitimate Injuftice and
Inhumanity.
built upon fuch’ falfe,: fuch rotten Founda-
tions, -héwever they ftand for a time, will
furely end -in Ruin and DeftruGion. T
make ne Apology fot ‘my long Letter: I
know you willexcufe'it. I heartily pray
Heaven may inclin€ your wife Senate to
do foméwhat for the Relief and Bafe of
{6 :many, who are bafely oppreft, and in-
humanly treated by their unjuft and cruel
Maftets. It would be an A& worthy of
foaAugu{’c an Aflembly. ' Tt would be lay-
mg fo good a Foundation of Power and
S Riches,

s et

“Whatever Advantages are

Riches, h‘ o

» as_might probab]

(le“,xpe&atlon. Cergm tle ﬁ:ufz}rﬁl(limﬁin
¢r them the Delight . of all good. Men-

eaven would look down on fo 0 becomin

an Action, and all Ge neratxoms would 1g

them bleﬂed =l
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A SPEECH imade by 2

ACK o Gar-

- daloupe, ar the Funeral
"f 4 F€”0W~Negro - -
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Creator, the Beft of Be?ng:,
as Reafon tells, and as our

fed to crown the Work,

by making Man, on whom he ftamp’d the -
Image of Himfelf. +All he expedted in res o
“turn, was but a juftand grateful fenfe of
the kind Maker’s Bounty, and an honeft .
Care to copy after the Divine Original in
doing good ; that is, inother words, pro-
moting his own and others Hﬂplzz.iff’f{i:”f

BAH E. great and beneficent

§| Mafter’s Books affure us;-
@ when he had form’d this
¥ Speck of Earth, wasplea-

T R

B (7)) .
"The good and wife Muker had fufficiently
§ furnith’d Man with Pacuoltys neceflaty to
| fo kindand glotious'a Defign. He gave
1 him the Powers of Perceiving, Delibera-
! ting, Judging: He implanted in him a
itrong Defire of preferving his own Be-
ingand Happinefs, and gave him unex-
# Dpreflible Tenderneffes: towards. others.

- And as God made of the fime common Mold
dll People, fo whilft he fubjected the infe-
rior’ Animals to thefe little Vice-Roys, he
left them -all free to ufe and follow the

whereby they were fhew’d” and taught

‘He made them, I fay, free to follow this
bright and faithful Guide, fo foon as they

~ fhould grow up to. Man, and their Eyes'

Were. ftrong enough to bear the Light 3

 of a frec and chearful Service, and the
Creature the Reward of Virtue, and an
unconftrain’d Obedience. But; alds! how
far is Mankind falleri ? How much dege-

‘which God created ther ? Sin introduc’d
Sloth in fome; Wantonnefs and Luxury in
others. Thefe were tempted to affed
Command over, and Service from others ;
whilé thofe were -again inclin’d to a bafe

Conduit of that Divine Ray of Reafon,

that reafonable Service which he requir’d.. .
that fo the Creator might have the Glory

nerated from the pure and happy State in

‘B Submiffion -

Bt MG o
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Submiflion and Dependence, rather than

‘be at the Pains of exerting thofe Powers

the wife Author of Nature had given
them, which were abundantly fufficient to

all the Parpofes of Life; and fo they,

like the profane Efsu, whom we read of
in our Mafter’s Books, fold their Birth-
right and Inheritance for a poor Mefs of

Pottage. Thus fond Mankind forfook the

Divine Light plac’d in their Breafts, and

by firlt becoming Servants to their own

Lufts and Appetites, became Servants to.

cach other. It had been well, compara-

tively fpeaking, had Matters ftop’d herey

for hitherto thereis. no Wrong, no Vio--
lence: Befides, the Infirmitys of Nature,

made it a neceflary and even prudent Cha-

rity to ferve their Neighbour in time of

want, whofe Affiftance they again in their
Turn might need and expe@. R

- And if any fet fo little Value on the
. Gem of Liberty, as quite to part with it
for alittle Bread, which they might have.
reap’d and made with their own hands,

they were to thank themfelves for fo foo-

lith a:Bargain, and had nothing to com-
- plainof but their want of Induftry and
- Wit. But {till this extended no farther
than their own Confent had carry’d it;
and the Agreement being mutual, they

bl - were

| C19) |

were. -no- longer ‘bound by ¢ than
their Mafters perform’d thetl)gr 'pz;trts tfﬁg
treated them fairly. But the Lu:ﬁ of
Dominion and the Defire of poflefling, fej-
zing Mens Brains, they-gre’W: -ﬁércéand
raging, broke thro the Ties of Nature and
Humanity; and upon flender; or only

-pretended Caufes, made War upon: their
lnnocent Neighbours.

}Né[cakerand more
tence is the Source of a]] our Woe

Miferys ; to thefe we owe our Captﬁ?ﬁ:c;
and Bondage ; to thefe we muft lay the
innocent Blood of our Brother who lies

-murder’d, barbaroufly murder’d, before

us. - Good God!.

what hay dane. 3
What Right have ave we-done ?

‘thefe cruel Men thus

to opprefs, infult, and inhuman] -
- che:r. their Fellow—f(’lreatures 2 Letyusb g;—
~amine all their Title what

» and fee what it
am0u11tst0«;and then we fhaI] the bet-

‘ter know, whether their Ug ¢ of u
- or our Complaints, are  the n%ore(e) ~' ;ul}ts7

They fay, they bought us with their Mo-
Ay» ——Confefs’d ; but- who had Power

to fell? . We were it ma ¥
'€ were 1t may be condemn’d
by colour of Law, that is, the inl,l:gof

fome Great Man, t ~

- ——But how did ¢

gne ~Bfuppos’d Crime.
T oe- HOW dld the Buyer know there
?VF”T' Was a Crime, committed, of that

B 2 _. the
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the Sentence was juft? or if he did,
what Right can this confer? ’Tis plain,
I think, it gives him only Right to
carry us whither he pleas’d, and make
us work till we repaid him by our La-
‘bor what we coft, with other Charges.
It may be we were taken in Wars
what Right then had the Conqueror ?
 or what did he transfer? Suppofe the

'War againft us was juft, and that our
 Buyers knew ’twas fo; yet they like- §
wile know, that ’tis barbarous and cruel |4
‘to take a conquer’d Enemy’s Life, when |§
the Injur’d can be fafe without it; and |

“that ’tis ftill more barbarous and inhu- 1+ .

mane for another to take it away, to |}
whom he has fold and deliver’d his
Prifoner ; fince by the Sale and Price re-
~ceiv’d he feems to have taken the Mony §
for his Security, and upon that Confi~
deration tuns the Hazard of -the other’s .
fetting him at liberty if he thinks fit. :
So that ’tis plain, this gives them no |
fuch Right over our Lives, as any Man |
‘that has the leaft Tendernefs or Huma- |
" nity (I might, Ithink, fay Juftice) would |
~make ufe of. And as for perpetual Sla~ |
. very— it muft be cruel Juftice, that for |
fo fmall a Sum, fo foon repaid, woud |
- purchafc and exa& what makes his Fel-
: ; low- !

(2t)

tow-Creature, froin, whom he has nought

to fear, fo mi‘{"erable;for Life. If they
contend for this as a Right which they

are fond of, let them fhew it. and let
them take it and the fole Glo;y -‘gf llftt

But who told our prefent Lords the W
was jult ! Do Vi&ory and Right g;
always hand in hand? No, our Mafters

by Experience know they don’t. This

then at beft can give but a dark doub
n at beft can give but : t-
ful Right, which never can defeat that

il natural and undoubted one the God of

Nature has beftow’d on Men, to
to own, no other Lord but bim.  have,
It may have happen’d we were fold
to pay our Debts: What will this
give them? In Equity they have at moft
hereby a Right to fo much Service as
will pay the Debt and Charges of tran-
fporting us. The firft wasall the Cre-
ditor could ask.  But do they know
what this Debt was? No, they never
fo much as once enquir’d or ask’d to be
inform’d. We were perhaps bought of
fome unkind unnatural Father, Be it fo.
‘What have they got by this? Can a
Father . transfer what he has not ? or
have tlley. what he neither did or con’d
poflibly give them? furely no. A Fa-
ther ~has " Power indeed, and ought to
B3 - help
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help and feed his young and tender Offe
{pring, as all Creatures do, but not to
caft them "out into the Fields, or: fell -
them wantonly to a bafe Servitude. God
gave him Power to beget and become a’
“Father of ‘Men, not Slaves. A Fathery
as ’tis fit, has Power too to guide and
fteer * his Childrens - Aétions while Rea-
fon’s weak ; and if by Age, or otherwife,
he’s brought to'wart their help, they are

oblig’d by Nature, and by Gratitude, to
give their helping hand and beft Aflittance.

But ftill they are not his Slaves or laft-
ing Property; for when wife Nature has

fitted them to propagate and educate

their Kind, Reafon requires, and Nature |

loudly tells they are at Liberty, they
then are: Men. It’s true, we feem ob-
lig’d to our Lords, that they were pleas’d

to take us off the Haids of cruel Con-
querors, or fuch wanton and unnatural
‘Parents-as begot us-only for their Plea-

fucer; either  of which might likely

‘have deftroy’d, if they couw’d not have

fold ‘us.’ But it wouw’d ‘be remember’d,
no - Benefit obliges further than the In-
tention.. Was it then for our fakes, or

for their own, our Mafters built fuch
‘mighty Ships in which they plow the

Main? Was it for us they laid out fo

mach Wealth 7 Of: was it-to fave out
Lives, they fo ruch ventur’d and expos’d
theif own ? ' Alas? the Anfwer is too ob-
vious : Our hard Labour, and harder F are,
but moft of all, our cruel Punifhments,
and perpetual Bondage, but too plainly
fhew for whofe fake all this was done.

- But befides, ’tis certain many Wars are

made, many Children parted with, only
becaufe there are fo many Buyers. -~ So that

all we have to thank them for, is, that

they fought to ferve themftlves 5 and
doing fo, they fav’d us from thofe firft
of Ills their Avarice had wrought. Fur-

“ther, Many of us, it may be, are bought

neither of the Governour or Conquérour,
of Creditor or Parent 5 but of a treache-
rous Friend, a perfidious Husband, or an
odious Man-ftealer. Thefe are far from

~conferring any Right, unlefs what can a-

tife from' the moft unjuft and inhuman
Ads in the world.  What’s now become
of ‘all their boafted Right of abfolute
Dominion? It is fled. ~ Wheére all our
_Obligations to perpetual Servitude? They
are vanifi’d. However, we may perhaps

“owe them fomething ; and it were but

jult, if fo, they fthould be paid.  Let us

_ therefore, if from the account'I have al-

ready given we can, make an Eftimate of
R B4 the
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allance.———Suppoiing then one halt
g%eu%ﬁa-gi?e juftly fold at firft by thofe that
had a 'Right.:tojall our Services, k.1f thar,
may be fuppos’d : Suppofe likewife tha;
our Mafters knew it too, and who the
very Perfons were; They then would-have
at moft a Right to the Labour of fuch
Perfons during Life ; and of the' re{b,’ff till
they had earn’d and clear’d fo much as was

given to the Captain -who brought’em hi-

fher. But fince it is impoflible for them

to know on whom to place -their feveral

| S 3 » ht 1l at
Demands ; and fince they bought us all a
random, -,’without - regard to Right of
V.Vrong . let us for once {fuppofe f;}vouraf
bly for them, who never favourd us;

et us fuppofe our Mafters §n,110cent of all
}:i]e‘?\w’;o%%s we firft fuftain’d. Suppofe

us Men, Women, and Children come to
?l?eilresfloar : fron; fome far-off unknowg
‘Land, under the Power of a ftrange Cap-
tain of a Ship, who pretends ;hg: has a
Right to fell us. He offers to deliver us,
Great and Small, into their hands at 201
a-piece. - They pay the Mony. We arg
deliver’d up. What are we now in debt ?
>Tis plain, [ think, that {ince they neither

know nor did regard his Title, they can

at beft have one but till they’re rei’mburs’d
glﬁé ‘e(:oﬁ' and Charge which they’ve be‘f‘
. L
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at, ’Tis fure we hada plain and natural

Right to Life and Liberty ; which to take

away upon -a weak, - prefumptive, or g

- may-be Title, were to make us of lefs
value than Beafts and Things Inanimate :

a Property in which, by Reafon’s Law, is
never gain’d againft a true and juft Owner
upon flight Prefumptions, whatever may

~ be done by Laws of particular Societys,

to which each one agrees. But were it
otherwife in mere Pofleflions, yet Life and

- Liberty are hardly things of fo low rate,
-that they’re to pafs as lightly from the

Owner, to whom God gave the fole and
certain Property, as Beafts, or Birds, or

‘Things Inanimate, which bounteous Na-

ture laid in common, and wherein ftridly
no Man has more Right than what is ge-
ceffary for him and his Dependants. |
Let any Man but make the Cafe his own,
and he’l foon fee the Hardthip. Would not
any one think himfelf greatly injur’d, if ap-
other fhould make him his perpetual Slave,
only becaufe he gave 20 L for him, to one
who had him in his power ? Methinks the

Yyery naming it is enough to fhock a Man;
‘and he fhould need no further Argument

to convince him of the Injuftice of the

‘thing, - But Menare hardly brought to fee
- what makes againft their Intereft. Ta-

| king
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ing the matter now to be as lait ftated—
‘S(:J%%J;?ET wenty of us bought at o;;cjg:,
the Mony paid would be 400 L. fippofe fix
of the Twenty Children; fuppofe alfo one
of us to die each year; reckon the Lab‘?u;’
of each of thofe of fufficient Age at 'Ipb"
a year, which isteally lefs than it may be
well accounted, feeinga great part of 031
poor Suftenance is owing to our ownHands
and Induftry, which we are forcd to epl{-é
ploy in planting Herbs and Roots, wlul
we thould reft from our more toilfom Laé
‘bour. By this Computation we fhoulc
have paid all our joint ,‘Deb‘t& in thfei?
years time. Yet would our Lords but ufe
us as Men, we fhould not ftick to #nice
Computation, but frankly ferve th?ng‘,th‘r?‘e
or four years more, before we claim f:lO‘ffI‘
Freedom. Many of us here préfent have

' R AR s AR T L T ‘
ferv’d twice, fome feven times”'the fpace

our cruel Lords can juftly claim: * Of our
gzidiabour, let our weary’d ;1;1\3321?37 their
well-planted Fields and full Coffers all ?_ea‘r
- witnefs. OFf their hard and croel Ufage
et our torn Backs teftify. Of their bio&)dy
‘Inhumanity, let the Corps of Jour dear
Countryman before us, weltring u} its
Goar let it, 1 fay, for ever witnefs a-

‘gainft the cruel "Authors of our Woe:

-~ who not content to make us’ Slaves,

Slaves

- that. . WhatT pray

- fhow’d enjoy this : teach us to do Good

| C27) o
Slaves for Life, do ufe us worfe than
Dogs, and deny us the Compaflion they
would fhew a Horfe. *Tjg true, they wil-
lingly will teach and make us Chriftians ;
while they themfelves want to be taught,

‘both They and ‘We are Men. “In this how-

ever we' are fomewhat better ufed than

are our wretched Friends in Englifh Hles ;
where their hard Mafters forbear to do
good, left that"oblig_e,them‘ to do more.
Ridiculous Superttition ! that will not al-

- low their Servants to be Chriftians, left
hem ' to be Men.

they be forc’d to  allow be ‘Men
This is to found Dominion upon - the
Gofpel of that Divine Teacher Jefis, who
told them plain as ‘Words could make it

his Kingdom was not of this World.. ‘And

as if none were intitled to the common
Privileges of Nature,
toallow ’em them by Wathing or Bapti-
2ing, they carefully forbid our Brethren

‘ is this, but to make

fport with the Creation, and to monopo-

lize the Bleflings of
Earth? Our hardy ‘Tutors know things
better. They teach us what themfelves
feem hardly to believe 5 and by giving us
hopes of another better World, endes.
vour to make us content that they alopne

for

_except they pleafe

our common Mother
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for Bvil; and when we have done no
fault, to turn our Cheeks to the Smiter,

and our Backs to the Scourger ; to fubmit

not only to froward and unjuft, but even
to mercilefs and cruel Mafters; remems
bring us that their Gofpel fays, Thro many
Sufferings and Tribulations we muft enter into
the Heavenly Country ; that Country where

our dear, our patient, our murder’d Bro-:

ther’s gone. But why fhow’d we come
- plain of Death, whofe Life’s fo miferable
to us? To kill us, feems the greateft kind-
nefs that our bloody Lords can do. We
have loft our natjve Country, our Friends,
pur Liberty ; we are made Slaves to haugh-
ty cruel Men; we are fed and workd

- hard ; their Will’s our Law ; which-when
- we do tranfgrefs, we fuffer all the wanton

Cruelty they can devife: No Prayers or
“Tears can touch their harden’d Hearts;
relentlefs as Rocks, they know no Pity.
What now remains in Life to be defir’d 2
*Tis better far to die, than, being Men,
be forc™d to live like Beafts: Beafts!
and of thofe the moft unhappy too. . Still,
‘tho our Hardfips are as great as the
Tnjuftice of our Oppreflors; tho our Suf-
ferings are as many as the hated Days we
- live; tho all their Pleas of Right are falfe
or fhort: methinks I cow’d forgive; then

all

( 29 j

the European World, we’re of fuch bafe,
fuch brutal Natures, that nought will go-
vern us, but downright Force and Fears
That like the Horfe we muft be broke
and rid with Whip and Spur, but with
far clofer Reins. ' Abominable Forgery !
Hated Impofture! What, are we not
Men? Have we not the common Facul-
tys and Paffions: with others? Why elfe
has Nature given us human Shape and
Speech ? Whence is’t that fome of thefe
wife rational Mafters of ours give us fome-
times Charge, not only of their Works
and Cafh, but of their Perfons too; and

nough in Wine, and when it’s time to
lug them home upon our fervile Backs?
‘Whence is it that fome of us, without
the Help of Books or Letters, are found
able to deliver a Meflage, or do Bufinefs
"bet’»t;:r, even by their own Confeflion, than
‘they who intruft us with it ? But were it
a wonder, that while they ufe us fo like
Beafts, we fhou’d not at as Men? If they
give us no Motives to Induftry and Obe-
~ dience, but a bafe fervile Fear, is it atall
ftrange, when that’s remov’d, the hated
service -firaight fhow’d ceafe? It wou'd
S | | - be

'aﬂ,;,"di’d”the’y not pretend Neceflity fof
their inhuman A&s. They tell, it feems,

make us judg when they’re debauch’d e- -
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e ftrange indeed, fhou’d it be otl erwife.
. gogd 't%ey be brought to deal with us
- as Men, they foon wow'd fee, we may be
wrought upon by gentler Methods far
than Blows and Scourges. But while they
ufe us thus, how can they €’re expe& we
fhou’d not hate them ? ‘how can they hope
" our Services fhow’d once proceed yfrgm
Hearts they never touch’d, unlefs with
Deteftation ? Let them make tryal of their
own Countrymen, and fee what will be
the difference ’twixt them and us. As
much Slaves as they are already, this like-
ly will be all the ‘odds, they’l hate them
more, and bear their Ufage W?I‘fé than we.
‘To finifh apnd compleat our Miferys, thefe
~ Lords of :ours, not content that we are
Staves, Slaves bafely us’d for Life, they

make our innocent Babes their Property,

as if they fprung from Brutes. If their
Right tor‘j'[xs%e foguncertainor {o fmall, as
I have thew’d it is; with what Pretence,
with what Face can they enflave our guilt-
lefs Children? who have committed no-
:thing to deferve the lofs of Liberty in a
bafe “fervile tedious Life, a Life beneath
- the State of Brutes. Suppofing we were
jultly theirs for Life, which they can ne-
ver fhew ; yet ftill, the moft they can de-
mand from Innocents is fome fmall txmc%
| | o
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of Labour, for the little Suftenance which

But not content with this, they carry
on the wrong, and make them Slaves for

Life as they made us; and claim our Chil-
drens Children, and fo on, to all Pofte-

their Avarice

blackeft Crimes without a Blufh, and wic-
kedly fubvert the Laws of Nature, and
the Order of Creation. Let us, my dea-
reft Countrymenand Fellow-fufferers! Let
us in_this our great Diftrefs and Mifery,
look up to the great Author of Nature,
whofe Works and Image are fo bafely
us’d; and earneftly implore his mighty
Aid: Let us befeech him, for fure he

fed Creatures, cither to foften thofe Ada-
mantine Hearts, which cut us ig pieces;
Or to put it into the Minds of fome great,
fome God-like Men, to come to our Deli-
verance, that we may. fing our Maker’s
Praife, and with Aflurance fay, There is
a.God who governs the Earth, and re-

dtrains the Pride and Cruelty of wicked
“Men. - | |

FINTIS.

they recciv’d by means of thefe our Lords..

S B

rity. Thus, our Lords who call them-
{elves White-men and Chriftians, led by
and Luxury, commit the |

hears the Crys and Groans of his oppref-.







