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THE m‘:iuence of Luxury ot the profpea

rity of States, gives. rife to one of

. thofe que{hons, on thch moft men have

fomethmg to fay ; but whexexn tln,y gene~

rally difagree. |
If to acquiie a Juﬁ 1dea of Luyury, with

?efpeé‘c to bodies pohtlc, were a matter of

mere cunoﬁty, one would not dream of
treatmg on a fubjedt, which fo many wris
ters have handled already, and tolittle pur-

- pofe ; but the reafoning which may be efta=

bhfhed on this head is of the utmoft 1mport-". .
B -‘»“~ancc{“
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tatice. It interefts: the profpeuty of Sratev, ‘
~and, of cou1fe, it is the duty of a good

cmzen to throw all the light upon it he

‘ ean. .

There is one ﬁrkag obfervation that oc-

~ curs upon this fub_]e&, though in theory

the common opm;on is againft it; in prac-
tice, the world is for it i though moralifts

o mvexgh agamﬂ it, wife flatefmen have en-

couraged it, If 'Luxury be a vice, and caufe
thofe difafters fo eften xmpﬂted to it, why
have not fome meafures been taken to fup-
‘prefs it ! Bat if, on the contrary, it be a

“neceflary refource, without which every

thing Would ]angmfh we cannot pkace this
truth in too clear a view, left any unfore-

feen, any impolitic attack upon it fhould de~

ftroy that fource, on which the opulence of
the State, and pnbhc welfare, depend.
Whex ¢ thereis a certain extent of emmre,

i‘the genius and labour of a numerous peopte

~are able to eﬂ'e@c wonders ; and it is the
chief mtereﬁ' of fuch a State to ensourage -
'Iabour and mduﬁry to the utmoft.

Nature facilitates this objed, by that dxa

g _verﬁty the has fcattered in her produQions ;

L by

e
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by the wants fhe has laid man open to; by
the faculty fhe has endowed him with, and

| %)y the defire the has 1mp1anted in hxm, for

all kinds of mdulgenceo, conﬁﬁent with hls

' bemw ,

The legxﬂature, hen after the mo& facred
affurances to the artificer, that he {hall en-
joy the whole fruits of his labour, ought'to

leave him to the full fcope of his abilities,

and the confamer to the luxurlance of his
a"ancy ; vvxthout any other reftrition, than

- to prohibit the purchafe of foreign produc-
tions, and that oaly in certain cafes, very

maturely confidered, and more {eldom re-
ﬁramed than 1s commonly thought nece{;
{ary , . |
Certam aﬂ'ura.mes that every one ﬁ*ali
‘receive the price of his labour is fo capital ;
a condmon, that, without 1t} emulation
‘would die away ; and the “hope of obtain= -
‘ing by our labour fuﬁiment to oraixfy our
withes, is another condmon equally capztal |
“without thch there would {carce be any,
cmulauon atall. o
Could we fuppofe a ftate wheie iuhunes
are Qrohﬂnted, men would be; | 1in a great
B 2 meafuxc,
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mea(’ure, 1dle : for our natural Wants con- .

fuming lefs than our labour will produce,

if other mcnemcnts did not altuate the In-.

duftry of the people, the progrefs of the
State would ftand ftill, when it might other-
wife be ‘carried to a great extent; for,
though the leifure hours of the people
might be employed in fecuring their ter-
ritory from the encroachments of an ene-

my,yet, thefe being completed, time Would
- hang heavy upon their hands ; and, as ex-
cefs of plenty would embarrafs, and men

are not fond of working without a profpeé’t
of per(anal advantage, they would limit

their produ@ions to the bounds of con-

fumption, and, being forbidden the enjoy-

ment of mdulgences, they would work no-

more,

~ But if, among a numerous- people, the

workman ‘be left to the full f‘cope of his

' induﬁry, and the confumer to the luxuri-

ance of ‘his fancy, the mind will unfold,
and arts will multiply ; every inclination
be animated and the State, if' not checked

.....
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thD, will ftretch to the utmoﬁ extent’ of |
profperlty SRR et
- For the arts, whether ufeful or fnvolous,v
create, without intermiffion, a variety of in-
dulgences, many indeed of a thort dura- |
.tion, but. which leave vvxth us fuch a W1ﬂ1
for their contmuance, as to become after-

‘wards a kind of want, Hence, a {pirit of
Cinduftry is kept up;. hence, an abundance‘

of every thing we with; hence, a nume-

- rous population. This chain of effedts’
| bxmgs wealth, brings ﬁrength brlngs Iaf’c—'

ing felicity to an empire. : -

Wealth.refults from this- cham of ePfeé’cs,
by the quantity of materials- prod&ced and’
firength, by the number of men thefe ma-
terials fupport. L ST

- But, with'refpe@ to a numerous popula-‘
tion, . we muft advert to obfervation, and -~

reafon from the fuperintendence of Prov1~‘

dence, which is particularly careful of every-

{pecies of animals, increafing or diminifh-
ing the fpecxes, in proportion to the ‘quan-’
tity of provifions among them, and the ufes

to which they are approprlated Beafts of
prey, that proul the defarts’ for {ubfiftence,
and
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éndf which, being of a -'czx_rnivdrOiis "kind,i
men ufe not for food, are flow breed?rs, and
| very few in number ;’fuch are, ‘the.h’,on,» the: |
tiger, and fome oth,‘er,s; but. gramxxx;vorqus |
animals, that live upon the {fpontaneous pro-
ductions of the earth, fuch as the {heeg;
¢he fwine, the hare, and many othersy 1aue:
£t breeders, and multiply exceedingly 5

for thefe would live even without the aflift- -

ance of man. ‘Wherethere is plenty o? foc;d ,;

"¢he animal race will mumply‘ fux:pr.,l ing Z:
witnefs the greatencreafe of vermin in ; gr 1_
fnary_ full of ¢orn. Ar;d‘avs .1t_;.1s Wl}tl ann.,

mals of an-inferior clafs, fq it 1s wit hma ;

One man and ‘one woman might, in the na-

ture of things, have thirty children ; but,

in general, they might have ten, ﬁvi nz?;ig
and five females: At gveryﬁ.genflx;a uti
then, was mankind pro‘p_a'»ga}tgd to {) 1 o
moft, they would incrcaf¢ in num e;time
“imes 3 fo that, in a-very fhort {pac]e o i <
@ nafiori "might..become ‘emcedmg y Ppop
~jng food, and obtaining the neceflaries of

" “Yife, that checks this propagation. A very

lous. Now, itis the difficulty of procur-

wile interference of Providence "ﬁHenC» .

1S
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great a degree as in civilized focieties,

where, by the genius and induftry of man,

a few acres of ground are rendered fufficient
. [N . T
to {upport a family. - |

' As the wealth, 'then,; ,andﬁré’r‘l‘gth‘ of a

country depend, in a great meafure, upon

/its population ; and as population increafes
or diminifhes in proportion to the provifions
of life;  would it not be wife to encourage
- hufbandry,as well as manufa@ures; and cul-

tivate the country to the utmoft ? R
- But to return to my fubje®. Though
man 1s formed to live upon the fpontancous
productions of the earth, a thirft for Luxu-
ries is natural to him ; a‘nd without fuch a

thirft, - focieties could neither flourith nor’ -
exift. Without a defire for Luxuries, our
- intelleual faculties would be a difadvan~

i - tage

is, that, in the brutal creation, the lionefs
does not breed fo faft as the hare, it requir~

~ing a large tra@ of country to fupply the :

- former with food ; and hence it is, with
the human fpecies, in tribes of favages, who
live by hunting, and require an extenfive
diftri& to. furnith them with provifions, =
that propagation does not take place in for.
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| tage to us We fhould languifh away ouf

hours in ﬁupldlty, occup:cd only with the .

~ momentary want; and that being, deftined

by pature to unite xtfelf Wlth 1ts fellow-crea~

"tures in embellifhing the carth, would wear

' away its days in folitude, loft in the forefls

' with the lower clafs of animals.
" " idea alone of improving our ﬁtuatmn, and
addmg to our happmefs, that urges us to
" the trouble of thinking; and tono other ob=

! Jeé’c could our underftanding be apphcd

The views of creation take place with

certainty ; they produce their effects infal-
 libly.

Though man, in the midft of unfa-
vourable circumftances that weaken or check

| the excertion of his faculties, be fiill, through

the favour of Providence, in a’ ﬁtuatlon

| to pxeferve his exiftence, without any other

care than that of gathering the provifions
“that are fcattered round him ; and though

 this may fuggeﬂ to him an idea of being in

folitude ; yet the Author of all that breathes
‘has not left him at liberty to withdraw him-=

L felf from the purpofes for which he was
created That a&ive {pirit, that intelleGu~ .

all faculty, that power of compleuon with
7 . o thch

It 1s the |

[ o 1

Wthb e is endowed, will not fuffer him to:
fhut himfelf up in the narrow {phere of ab-,

folute neceffity. It refts not with him to re=-
je€ his benefits, when he perceives the
means of procuring them.
tempts make him fenfible of a want of union

‘with other men; and thxs is the origin of
all focietics. |

As a thirft then for 1ndulgenccs or Luxu—; =
ries, or a with to render life more comfort- .

able than nature beftows it, 1s the firft caufe
of focxeues, fo it is the very. foul and fupport
of them.
the more men {fludy to reap advantages
from' one another, and from every thing
about them. The mind. quickens; the
means of every individual increafe, and
thefe’ means are the ﬁnevvs of the body po-
Iitic.”

What Pcrength Would a foc1ety of naked

- favages have, 1epoﬁng in a thicket, living

from day to day by hunting, and on wild
fruits ; changing their place of abode, as
they exhauft the diftri¢t, poflefling only a .
*bow, afew arrows, and perha,ps a toma-

~ N hawk

His firft at=

The more raging this thirft is,




tage even from numbers ; the mode of each
‘man’s living requiring a great extent of
. gxound

P Io]

hawk, and having no time to fpare ﬁ om the

fearch of their daily food ?-
“Such a fociety cannot- demve an advan-=

- Now, independent of that check

to population, © occafioned by fatigue and

" {fearcity of food, incident to fuch a flate of

.daries of  his nature.
‘a convenience, by. which he extends his pn«- o

life ; it is evident, that if families: here en-
creale, - ‘they will be obliged to divide and

) feparate at great diftances from: each other,

in-order to procure provifions ;. and: prefent-

. 1y. becoming enemies, by contention for an
- obje& fo eflential as food,.they will fall on
~ one:another funouﬂy ‘Such is the pxﬁure |

the uncivilized part of the world prefents us.

“The favage, however, who makes ufe of
a bow, has already ftept over the firft boun-
This inftrument is

- mitive power; and facilitates the execution

of his defigns. Itisa fpecies of Luxury

- This favage, without any affitance, could
~_fupply his wants, before he had a bow. He
 who makes ufe of a carriage, - Well hung, -
to convey himfelf without fatigue where
: SR ‘his

[ 1 ]

his -affairs call hlm, a&s no otherwife than

he who employsa weapon 0. obtain his.
prey, without being at the trouble of run-

ning after it.

A little reﬂe@uon Wllf be fufﬁment to)‘
{hew the. effe@s whxch a defire to render

hfe comfortablc has, upon the. ﬁrendth and.

“power of a:nation. -

Oncea fociety of men, weary of wander-
ing and living ‘in the open air, begins to

ere& cabbins for their defence againft thein-
~ juries of time, and. of courle to fix their.

abode, it is eafly to conceive that this firlk
idea of convenience will give birthtoa thou-
fand others. - The fame inclination that
produces one, leads them to covet more.
When, they can ﬁ01e prov1ﬁons, they wifh
to colle@ them. They fow grain about

_ their dwelhngs, raife vegetables, and breed
-~ different kinds of ammals, both for food
and for labour.

In this fate their fubﬁance mcreafes,

~they have time upon their hands; are
and communicate a great

more fedentary, »
deal together. By fuch comunication they
catch ideas from each other, and what they -

| - C2 already
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'aheady poﬁ"efs furnithes them “with means
~ to carry their ideas into execution, -~ Fami-
lies increafe, in confequence of their eafe ;
~and where there is fufficient extent of ter-
ritory, the focxety is contmually fpreading.
Each individual applies his genius to faci-

htate his labour. - The difcoveries of fome,

become a benefit to others; and, with the
aid of thefe 1nventlons the labour of a few
fupphes the wants of many.

Such as-are unemployed in huﬂ)andry -
Wﬂl not ﬁragg]e ‘wide in fearch of new

1ands to cultivate. Attached to each other
by the ties of friend(hip, parentage, and ha-
‘bit, they will continue with their brethren,
and feck, by their genius and induftry, to

repay thofe who furmfh them Wlth fub-}

fiftence.

Whilfk then a people, living ﬁrangers to

‘Luxury, and confining themfelves to the
firfk fimple gifts which Nature beﬁows,
11v1ng naked, without any fettled habita-
tion, without agriculture, continues ever,
while it fo exifts, in the fame flate of Weak-

nefs, indigence, and ﬁup1d1ty 3 a more ace"

tive people, ﬁudymg to improve their fitua-
| tion,

[ 13 ]

tion, becomes daily more and more enlight-

ened, and aré conftantly gathering frength
and wealth, fo long s moral caufes do ndt |
impede their progrefs. Hence then occurs -
the followmg plain reafoning. ;

The idea of building a houfe, and that of
raifing plants for food, are diated by that
natural inftin@, which leads man to'profitby
his genitis, employing it to procure himfelf
conveniences. From thefe firfl ideas flowa
thoufand ‘others, as a confequence of the

fame principle, and altogether produce the
formationof great {ocieties and their power.

Hence arife arts, manufaé’cure“s,i trades, and
all the luxuries of life, that conftitute the
firength and power .of a nation,

- 'To reafon clofely, gilded cielings, bronzes,
porcelain, are, in fa@, no more Luxuries
than fhoes or 'ﬂ‘dck"i‘nigs. In Poland, in
Hungary, and in {fome parts of. Scodand
the peafantry, in‘common, cover not thei
feet or legs with any thing; whenever
they do, it is by way of "'d‘refs,,as' white

~gloves are worn by us. Men and women

there take long journeys barefooted, even

at t1mes when the country 1s covered with

- {now.

et N o e o e < e e ot et o it e
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fnow. Al is relative. Shées, to a perfon

who never wore any, ar€ a Very trqublel-j |
 fome fuperfluity. A precious vafe upon a

- chimney-piece, is an, agrecable fuperfluity.

ez

Oinaments that decorate the houfe,” the
' clothes, or the furniture, of the rich,are per=

haps lefs fuperfluities to them, than the
méﬁey would be with which theyi‘purchafe

them, if they ‘had no other ufe to convert
iteo.s SO

It is idle to talk of one thing being more

‘a Luxury than another.. Al fuperfluities

are Luxuries; and what'is not immediately

neceflary, is fuperfluous ; of courfe, every -

thing that is not effential to our exiftence,

is a Luxury. He, who, not finding himfelf
at eafe, when fleeping on the ground, con-

trived to weave the firft mat of rufhes for

“his repofe, confulted his indulgence. as
‘much as he who f{ince compofed the bed‘of |
down. They each made ufe of thofe ma-
terials they could get. Itwas citCumﬁance |
;'or‘\ﬂy,i:h’a’t prevented the qnéﬁ,’a‘as w‘ellvas the |

~ other, from accomplifhing the objedt of hxs |

I

I:E '15»3"]; |

~-If I may, without ‘Luxury, cover myfelf
~ with a theep-fkin, merely ciit and made in-
~_toa form to fit me, and enable me to ufe my
limbs; if I may, alfo, without being re-

proached_"VQ{ith Luxury,carry my ingenuity

further, and make me a coat with the'wool

of this animal, coarfely fpun; do I deferve

to be called luxurious, if I fpin thi§ wool

finer, weave' it better, and clothe myfelf
with ‘a better kind of fluff? 1 make ufe
only of my abilities and my underftanding
to anfwer my intentions in the beft man-

“ner poffible, which is to clothe myfelf con-
~ veniently and comfortably. . As foon then

as(I‘am allowed tomake ufe of art, be lt

~ ever fo little, to procure me any one.enjoy-
‘ment; upon what principles would they

- prohibit my employing all the art, of which
‘Tam capable? Would they alledge that
‘Luxury confifts in clevernefs of execution ?
. And, if I may, without Luxury, make
ufe of the wool, a part of one animal, I

may, equally, without incurring reproactr,

employ the parts of any other animal,” or

any thing convertible into clothes, whether

it be goats-beard, flax, cotton, or filk,

“Thefe
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" Thefe materials bear all the fame rank in
- pature ; and when I can obtain them, . I

may indifferently ufe them as I pleafe ; one

is, in itfelf, no more a Luxury than another.’
The fame may be faid of every thmg I ufe.

"The materials of which a thingis made,
are N0 MOre a Luxury than the thing itfelf.

Gold and lead, dlamonds and ﬂmts, are.
'produéhons of the earth mtrmﬁcally equal |
My choice only is reprehenﬁble or not,

according as the qualities of the materials
T ufe, anfwer or not anfwer my intentions.
In conﬁdermg thmgs abfolutely, there is

‘no other rule to go by. N
If, then, ufeful inventions, and thofe f

that are merely pleafurable, partake (as i is
evident they do) of the fame principle; if
all things that are not immediately necef~
fary, are Luxunes, it'is ridiculous to con-
demn either this or that; a manufaGure

of the moft tnﬂmg article is not Wlthout

its advantage to the ftate, as it tends to cre-
ate that dxﬂaurfement from which the ftate

_draws it refources, and employs a number
'of hands. o

He that ‘would have the moﬁ frivolous

: toy, or the moft ufeful piece of furniture,

5 ~ cannot

Y

: work

ftock of natxondl wealth
thmgs bear apmce ‘as well as things of ufe.

Furthcr, it gener ally hapoens, tha,t, in the |
- Fabrication of a fuvolous thing, . ‘the maker '

L7 1 |

eannot acqulre cither one or the other, but

by his own labour, or by paying for the

labour of a Workman.

thing himfelf, whether it be ufeful or fri-
volous, he muft be pxecedent]y prov1ded

with fubfiftence, or fupply, for his other

nece{fary Wants, durmg the time he is at

ther, he muft feed, and fupplv the wants of

‘that other, durmg the tifne he employs hun, -

or give him an eqmva?ent for his trouble

In both thefe cafes, no time is employed that
‘The
two 1nhab1tants are fupported, the taxesare
paid, and the produce of this labour, beit of

18 fubtra&ed from neceflary want.

what kmd it will, equally augment the

gets a living; which perhaps he could not

otherwife do; and the purchafef an enjoy-
 ‘ment, Wh;ch he Would not otherwife have.
Befides, in makmg ‘this bauble, the artift,
‘perhaps, exercifes a, talent, whlch, one day :
or other, may be applied to more afeful
| . pwr pofes;

D

If he makes ‘the

If he borrows the aﬂiﬁance of ano~

‘Unneceflary
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purpofee The. toyman, for example, who
makes dolls of papier macheé to-day, fhally

_boxes of the fame materlals to- morrow.~
He knows how to fet about 1t.

Let us fuppofe, for a moment, ;hat fuper-
ﬂumes or. unneceﬂary thmgs were . prohi=
bited . or unknown, and let us fuppofe,

man had ground to till. . In this cafe, the
a&ive man, who, by the fruits of his la-
‘bour, would be'in a fituation to procure
himfelf fuperﬂmtles, but having no fuch de-
ﬁre, | and not knowing what to do with the
produé’c of his labour, vvould work no long-
, er. Theman alfo whofe pxofeﬁ’ion it is to
“make fuperﬂmtles cultivates as much ground
as fupplies him with food ; 3 and he works

merely fupported in a contrary hypotheﬁs ;

Cultivation i is not fo extended and the va-

othervvzfe have been made, is loft; for, the

S
N )

if quUll’Cd, make mﬂrument-ca{es, and‘

which is by no means the truth, that every -

no more. ~Here now are two inhabitants
- and how is the ftate affced by the change ? |
lue of thofe fuperfluities, which ,would
‘patural wants of man confummg lefs than .

?ms labour will produce, 1f his fpale time -
) o , be

r

[ .19 ]

| 'behot employed -in neceffary érfides, ‘the
- benefit of his time muft be loft to fociety.-

It is the vfame in gra,ti'ﬁcation_s, from which -
we draw nothing fubflantial ; {fuch as

 dancing, mufic, public exhibitions, and the

like. Supprefs thefe pleafures, and let the
men whoarethus employed, bufy themfelves
in cultivation; what then? Thofe before

‘employed in hufbandry would not have oc-
“cafion to work fo much ; coafequently there

would be no more hands employed in cul-

- tivation than before ; nor any greater quan-

tity of produéions; and fociety, at the fame
time, would have fewer arts, and lefs Cn_]OY‘ ,
ments.

‘Government might certamly, in many
cafes, employ the time and induftry of the
people, in a more advantageous manner to

‘the ftate, than by fuffering them to labour

for the produce of unneceffary things : -

but, if Government has no employ to fet
them about, (and the time muﬁ come’when

Government cannot employ every indivi-

" dual unengaged in hufbandry or neceffary :

bufinefs), or if Government does not employ
them, afier men bave provxded for their
‘ D 2 o natuxal*
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natural Wants if fuperfluities are prohibited,

| | ’they will be idle. On the contrary, if Luxu-

ries are encouraged whatever be the ohje&:
on which thefe men employ their {pare time,
it cannot but turn to the advantage of the

. nation, fince the obje& they covet muft be |

acquired by work. ,
: Work 1f I may ufe the ehprpﬁon, is a
W 1thout the form which

~ of produ@uons, with Whlch the earth teems,
| would be loft to us.
~thoufand poﬁible benefits, we ﬂmuld wear ,
~ out our days bereft of all.. |

Sut rounded with a

A nation can no way .multiply its po{« |
| feﬁions, be rich or powerful, nor can it any-
way be profperous, but through the labour
iof the people
'admmuuatlon, is to encomage “and rewaid
‘indufts ry. No matter what the obje& be that
1n(:1te<= it. Mot even trifles can be pr roduced,
but by that ufeful ]abour Whlch adds to the
There would be no

The great objeé’c, then, in

- muficians, mountebanks, or makers of toys,
. “ynlefs men gamed a hvehhood by fuch pro-
' %cﬂions._ Thefe men muﬁ be fed and they,

: ’ are

 ; [ ‘21 ] o K B

- oaré fed by the labour of others, in return
: for the amufements they afford. Provi-~

fions therefore produced by thefe obje&s do
not exift the lefs, becaule the objeQs are
frivolous; and as provifions cannot be pro-
duced, but by cultivation of land, it follows,
that muficians, mountebanks, &c. are pro-
portlonally inftrumental  to cultivation.
‘Like the minftrels of old, whowere employ-
ed by lords of: manors to divert the ‘copy-
holders whilft they were at work for them.

~ As mufic enlivens the f{pirits, and encreafes

a&1v1ty, where is the impr oprxety of one
man’s faying to another, on condition that

~you will pipe to me whilft T am emp‘loy\,d .

1 will do your work as well as my .own,
Without fuch an incitement, a man would
abate in his exertzons, and he Would work
only for hxmfdf Befides, thefe men fo fed,

and thefe provifions that feed them, may
be otherwife employed as circumflances

may require; and it is no fmall advantage to
a ftate, to havea number of men in refcrve 5
‘for, by the doltrine before advanced, plen=
ty of prov1ﬁons naturally increafes popula- |
t'{mn 3 a.nd as occaﬁonal mclmatlon to fpend .

money o
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b We do not refle®, that when the ﬁrﬁ tie-
money n amufemems, idle as it may ap= o ‘ceffaries of life are fupphed man is in wam:
pear, encourages Work, this work multi-' | N of things that give pleafure, as much as any

plies provxﬁons, promotss population, and other ; and that thefe articles which re- °
augments the wealth of individuals ; fo that freth him, are, probably, lefs fuperﬂuousf
fociety not only has a referve of men to than a great number of inventions that are
anfwer particular purpofes, but the pubhc' merely ufeful. The wine a man drinks can,.
taxes are more cheerfully paid; for if a perhaps, les be dlfpenfed Wlth than the
man’s ta\{es amount to ten pounds, his con- watch in his pocket.v ‘That thch pleafes,
tribution is. lefs felt, if he poflefles fixty =~ || interefts as-much as that Whlch is ufeful.
pounds, than if he poflefled only thirty. ‘There is no diffipation or'c'ori‘uption in this:

We are too apt to annex the idea of Luxu- - both are equally good in their place. A
ry to articles which indulge a fenfual grati- . gold enamelled box, which a variety of arts

: ﬁcatlon, to things of ornament and magni~ combme to embellifh, is not, indeed, fo ufe-—
ﬁcence, to the delicacies of the table, and | ful as a clock it is equally ufeful, how-»
certain peculiar indulgences; but this is ever, witha rofe or a tulip, whofe form and
beggmg the que{hon I have. dlready prov=- richnefs of colouring enrapture the eye.

ed, that whatever is noummedlately necef- Pleafure is a real good. Nature would
fary to our exiftence, is a Luxury, and if a make s fenfible of i it, and with this view,
Luscmy is not condemnable i in one cafe, it ! fhe has taken care to adorn her works. Was
lS not in another I {peak now, as to Luxu- the cazth without ﬂowers, without verdure, |
ries in general; there may be indeed cer- to produce only fruits, would human beings,
tain’ fpecies of Luxuries that may injure in its dreary furface, robbed of the odorife~

\the morals of a community, and to this the rous perfumes and enchannno' fcenes of
Leglﬂatlve power fhould advert 3 but this is {pring, lofe nothmg P Would they have
no argument for condemmng Luxuries in nOthmO‘ to. regret P
the grofs, fince it is by Luxury alone that ’
any ﬁatc can euf’c

[ 22 ]
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Thofe who declaim agam(’t Luxury feem

- wilfully blind. They call nothing Luxuries,

that is of any. ﬁandmg s this cenfure falls

| only on. modern - inventions ‘and refine-

ments; they cannot bé made to fee, that
what they permit as. ufeful and allowablé;
1s. of the fame nature with that they con-

demn; nor Wﬂl they refle&, thatfuch things
as efcape their cenfure now, were, at the

time they were firft made, and, according to

their principles ought t0 be, as much clafl-

ed among Luxuries, as things they now
profcrlbe. - They. Wﬂl not fee that the mo-
dern 1mpxovements they condemn, are the

~ natural confequence -of perfe&tion in’ the

arts, and the progrefs of the mind and

Men have alwayo, carmed Luxury to the

| hlghe{"z puch they could. Want of means; )
or knowledge, was the only thing that ftop~

ped them. If we build our houfes more
magmﬁcenﬂy,omament them more fuperb-

ly, and make them more convenient than

~was done five hundred years agos. it is, be=
caufe we have found out; that it is better fo
to do, and becaufe the. progxefs of arts
| enable us to do it It is on the fame prins

ciple
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eiple, that we W1den cur ftreets, and pave
them better. , . :

‘Say not, that Luxury 1§ lﬂJUIlOUS to a
people : ca{’c your eyes over the face. of the
world, and take the nations in review.
Thofe people where you find the oreateﬁ:
Luxury, are the moft powerful. Ensﬂand .

- France, Ttaly - -hold, doubtlefs, the ﬁr{’c rank

in Europe, and thefe are the countries where

- Luxury reigns in her greateft glory. ‘What

renown for power and grandeur. did the

“ancient people of Afia, fo famous for their

Luxuxy acquire ? Af{a, even now, in fplte
of the deﬁrui’uve effects of thofe govern=
ments that are there e{’cabhfhed, ‘preferves
ftill a degree of Luxury. How much does

it eclipfe both Africa and the greateft part

of America, whofe unfortunate inhabitants
re acquainted with fcarce any thing be~

- yond the firft neceflaries of life !

£ may be objected, that a thirft for Luxu-
ries, in augmenting the defires and expences
of each individual, neceflarily augments the - ‘
prlce of labour tHroughout all claﬁes of
men ; that, of couxfe, the ftate is under a’
neceflity of paymcr higher falaries to its of~
| E ﬁcers,
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ficers, and encxeaﬁng its penfions 5 and that
fuch a furcharge of expence, undermining
it by deglee% muft end in its ruin.  This
is eafily anfwered. Thata defire for Luxu-

ries increafes the price of labour, is very
true ; but this mcreafe of price does pot
arife from an augmentatlon of. our defires

and wants, but from an mcreafe of wealth.

, brought about by the encouragement thus’

given to indufiry, and that {pur to work,
which is the fource of almo& all'our riches.
1f then, tthWh the exxﬁence of Luxury,

Government is obliged to pay a gxeater o
~price, it has allo more refources to pay it

from. Its expences and refources are pro-
portloned to each other, and the State gains
by Luxury, in becoming more happy and
more pcwexful |

In reafonmg from falls, on a principle of

pohucs, We muft tdke care not to attribute
1o Luxury, evils which flow only from a
defeé‘c in that govemment, where fuch facls
are obferved: 'The pretenﬁons of oflicers
in any ftate, can never force it to pay greater
falaries than it is capable of doing, or than
its natural means will admit of, An ceco-

' nomy

| [ 27 1
nomy founded on reafon, and modified by
circumftances, fhould prefide over the pub-

lic expences. It is not neceffary that for a

hundred theep there fhould be fifty thep-
‘herds; nor that an impolitic financier, proch—-
gal of the public money, thould be at liberty
to tax the people at his will to fuppoxt thofe
fbepherds. That Luxury favours the pro-
{perity of States is evident; but this is, pro-

vided the conftitution of the govemmentﬂ
there eftablifhed, does not de{hoy its ufeful

influence. ~
It has been fnd that Luxury ren(krs men

“venal, robs them of their public {pirit, and

dlfpofes them to become flaves. ThisIde-

ny. Men never fell themf{elves, but W‘len'
there are proper purchafers. Supprefs the |

abilities of the corrupter, and they will con-
tinue uncorrupted in the midft of the great-
eft Luxury. On the contrary, whoever has

many favours to beftow, and is in pofleflion -

of great power, will turn them to his ad-
vantage, whether men are lusurious or not,
It is not Luxury that corrupts manlcindg
they are naturally corrupt from d'ifpoﬁtidu, |
and When fo difpofed, would as foon devote
L 2 ’ k thﬁan
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‘themfelves to another fora mere livelikood,
| as for great fums of money-

‘in Rome afpired to the throne.
“ed one half the people by the corn he dif-
- tributed
vity of f the Senate, who difcovered this Pro=

SP Maelzu*
“He gama

“and had it not been for the a&i-

jedt, the Romans, fo Jealous of the1r hbe1ty

’ ,Would have loft it from that hour. - =+
The fame reafomng will hold good among |
'omfelves
“did not, by fecret penfions apd other re-
| Wards, enable gentlemen’ to purchafe their
{eats in parliament, there would be no feats

If the vices of admmlﬁxatxon

to be pmchafed Time was, when we were

o obhged to court gentlemen to reprefent us,
‘and even pay’ them for their attendance ;

but fince a corrupt {yftem of pohtlcs has in-
‘troduced venality into parhament, the very
eleGors themfelves wdl not give thexr votey

) thhout a reward

Public fpirit feldom gives way in the
membexs of a State, but When men derive
no advantage from fuch fpirit; and we do

“ pot renounce hberty, but when we defpan -
e of prefervmrr it. It is not Luxury that gives
: b rih to ‘hefe unfmtunate dlfpoﬁtmns ,_thg,y

arlle

[ 29 1

arife from a conflitution of government,

~ wherethe rights of the people and the prince

“are all combmed for the common mteleﬁs
of both ' . :

It is an error, therefore, : tq reproach
Luxury with gradually gaining. fuch an af-
cendency over mindg, that are more con~-
ftrained by obligations, or by neceﬁity, to be
thus corrupt, than from any natural inclina-
tlons. If men devote themfelves to the fer- -

vice of others, it is becaufe they are fo Cl

cumftanced that they cannot avoid

‘Should it be urged, that the unneceﬁ'ary exm
pences we enter into, lead us into fuch fitua-
~tions; I do aver, that thefe extra-expences

are ultimately ewing to the conflitution of |
a State.” Spending of money, through mere
oftentation, can never be general, butin a
country where the law bends under the

- powerful, and is ﬁrong only agamﬁ the
weak; where favour decides all; where we
cannot hope to obtain any thing, through
- equity, merit, or reafon folely 5 and where
“money chiefly opens the gates to honours,

to dlgmtxes, and to high offices. We 'fee,'

~Ehen, tbat it is not Luxury that rules, even

when '
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when we give the greateft” way to it we
“are led on by very different motives, by

views of vanity, ambition, and for;une,
and even, in many cafes, by thefimple view.

of fupporting the fituation we are 1in. .

Where men are refpected according to the
‘ap;’)eairaric‘e« they make, they will endeavvouvr

~to make the beft appearance they can. -

 In Switzerland and Holland, we nowhere

fee that ridiculous extravagance, refulting

from a fumptuous outfide, with povertyand
mifery beneath it, Expences there_arclmore‘
judicioufly diftributed. ‘And why ? .Men
are not there formed of a different .nature.
They have not a finer difcernment in that

which truly conflitutes - their “happinefs.
and if we efimate the general expence of

the whole inhabitants of thefe gopntries,.we
fhall find that each fpends in convsrﬁe.nc;es,
in fuperfluities, in -fhort in- luxuries, a
good deal more than do thofe people

 whom we think we are juftifiable in re-

proaching with being extravagantly luxu-

tious. The good conduc of the Swifs and

"the Dutch in this matter, 18 cleared up by

the poiitical_ 'copﬁitutiyon of »th,eir countrics.

Ng

- the reputation of being rich-

[ 3t 1

Mo degree of defpotifm is there knowu.
Offices are not venal.. The rigor ‘of the
laws, and thedetermination of appointments,
‘are not in proportion there to credit; and
A man may
become poor among them, without any dan-
ger to his fafety or his advancement. In
whatever-place it be, where other manners |
reign, with another form of goVe.fhm,e/.z};t, ,
it would be idle to attempt a reformation of
thofe manners, by the voice of exhortation,
until a change took place in its political
conflitution. , : S

But men, fay the adverfaries of Luzxury,
enter thus into expences they cannot afford,
Who can determine ‘this ? What is more
flutuating, or more unknown, than the for-

“tunes of individuals? What is more vari- -

able than the ufe made of thefe fortunes ? |
You fax a man with Luxury for running
into certain expences, becaufe you {uppofe
his circamftances will not admit of them :
they oo however admit of them, of courfe
they muft be more {confiderable than you
imagine; or, perhaps, the man faves it in

fome articles, to fpend it upon others, and

ﬁlxu_s puts hi‘mfelf in a fituation to gratify
>  himfelf
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,inmfelf m’ thofe objects you condémitis

‘When a man enters into expences of Luxurys

the fa& proves, that, for the moment, he
is epabled to do it. , He is certamly without
reproaeh, if hlS expences. do not tend to
injure his fortune.~ If they ‘do, it is not’

his defire for Luxuries that ought to be con~

demned, but his m1fconduét He would be
equally to blame, if he hurt his fortune by
~any other expences, or even 1d1enefs., Such

freps would equally reduce him to the fitua=-
tion of thofe who -ruin themfelves by
o Luxury becaufe, in fuch a cafe, 2 man 18

more expenﬁve than he ought to be. His

~_fault.is, not fpendxng his money upon any

parncular obje&, but fpendmg in the whole,

more than hecan aﬁ'ord ~But'this, though
"an injury to hlmfelf is not fo to the ﬁatef.f\- :

on ‘which the. prefert que{hon only ‘hangs.

As htde as we are accuﬁomed to. conﬁder ';
thmovs in. a 0enera’l way, we know that one\

nd1v1dual cannot  injure his fortune, nor

render ‘himfelf reprehenﬁble for his ex-

pences, without enriching, or at leaft giv-
ing bread by thxs means, to other indivi=

duals We Lnow tbat thefe expepces, what—
i \ S oever

fss]

- ever: mcy are, bemo entered into in focxety,-

" g0, if I may fo e\prefs my felf, merely from
._the lefe-hand to the mgha, a”ld do no meY

“to the body polmc L SO
. There 15 no 6oubt, but th'&t the Ozatlﬁ—

Aeatlons of LUXIIIY, as far as they tend to

tion, be condémned from the pulpli and by
fuch writers as undeltake to advife mankmd |
for their prlwte good *.  Luxury, dxfpro~
portlone(} to a'man’s. foxtune in hfe, 1s cer-
tainly blameable, nay, thourvrh propo1tion~ -
ed to his fortune, it is fHll reprehenfible,
‘ "when the expences it leads hxm 1nto, and
the mdulgenceo he gives way tos carry. him
‘beyond the propm bounos of decency and
‘tnoderation. ! T ,
But'what is vicious in thefe two cafes,_f :
"does not intereft the. ‘body -politic, and is.

“not IDJULIOUS, but to thofe mdwxduab on

o Such is. the Aufhor of & tradt thaL has run through

m"my edltxons, ¢alled, The /Vy tobe Richand Rej@eﬁable,
- containihg, among other things, ‘a vanety of eftimates .. |
of family expences, adapted to every one’s cxrcum-—

. "’zances, {hewmg, how comfortabl)f people may hve upon L
a little with oeconomy :

RN oot

injure individuals, may; with fome founda» R
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 whom {uch .C_e'ﬁfu‘fe ju{’dy falls.
which fees nothing but in the aggregate, 8
not affeéted by any fmall number of parti-
~cular iﬁtonveniences. She does notfed
the folly- of a citizen, whofe Luxury hds
ruined his affairs, and provoked the public
cenfure. She finds in a general {pirit ‘of"
Luxury, a principle to encourage labour,
and in labour, a fund of riches and enjoy=
© ments, without end; from whence refult the

power of the State, and the happinefs of its

. POl iCYg'

~ {ubjeéts. ~ Luxury, fays Melon ¥, is an-idle %

term, -which would banifh every operation
~of policy and commerce, it carrying with 1t
' falfe, vague, and confufed ideas, whofeabufe |/
tends to check induftry in its fource.
A fpiritof Luxury, continuaily labouring
{0 create NEwW fp'leafures and furnith new
 conveniences, begets indeed a great ‘many
frivolous ;things; but how feducing foever
this defire for frivolous things may be {up=
- pofed, we have no reafon to fear that it will
. foinvadea whole nation, as to make them
‘madly neglect ‘the ufeful and truly conve=

%_Péli‘tiéai 'Eﬁ’ays on Commerce, chap. 9.
} | nient;

- [ 35 1
i]i?ﬂt, in order to dedicate their whole time,
pains, and induflry, to procure themfelves -
trifles. We fhall never fee a perfon de-
prive himfelf of bread to purchafe baubles.
for his chimney-piece; nor 'gd'vv‘ithoiz,t
_\ﬂxogs,' to adorn himielf with lace. Trifles
have no attra&ion, but with people ‘who
know no want. o o
The wretched. fituation of numbers.
| a'bounding in wealth and indulngences,’ mi-
‘litates againft Luxury, and leads us to con-
fider it as debauchery, We become an- |
gry, to fee whole families ]a’ngﬁifhing un-
der the. want of neceflaries, whilft others
are {quandering their fubftance in pleafures, -
.tvx.l/ﬂe‘s, and oftentation. Why, fay we, |
fhould man, flanding by birth upon a na~
tural equality, experience {o different a lot ?
Our {enfibility fhakes our j’udgrﬁént. We
| jfgxr.er'ely' reproach the wealthy with their
enjoyments, as if thefe enjoyments- were
taken from the fubfiftence of the poor; and
as if the poor would not feel equal diftrefs,
were the rich to bury their treafures. ‘Whilfk
we are touched with commifc‘ra:tion for@théi
thfortq_.nate, who groan under the {courge !
| | ¥ o2 | of
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’.pends upon right of property.
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of poverty “we fhould not fulfer our feelings

to fhut our eyes ag'unﬁ the mj uﬁm of tho,

who complain. B . |
ty of a State neceiTarlly de-
The profperl y o ly &

enjoyment of the fruit of my indufiry, if

‘my favings, my acquxﬁtlovxs are not {ecured
.“to me in “the. moft facred manner; {o' that

t"ﬂev are fdﬂy and w sholly at my" own’ dif-
POI , my emulation dies 's,way, and I {hould

4 i3 7 c B}
cealeto WOlk, where I reap no }Aofit What-

ever ufe the owner may make of his reve-

" nue or his gains, he does not enjoy it at the

apence of :motber. If he hoards, his pro-
perty is of no ufe to any one but himfelf';
if he f},end s, that is to fay, if he mdulges

~ blr‘nfﬁlfin‘Lz cury, then, everyagemhe em-
ploys for his gratifications, receives part

oﬁ his xox\tune, in the fums of money he
: ';:ays Tn dxi’trlbutmg his income thus, he

is far more beneﬁcxal to the State, than 1f

forgetting himfelf, he fhould difpole of it
in adts of benefcence. Thefe men on whom
his hbcxahfy would fall, would confume it,

Wxthout producmg any thmg ; Wheneas the

produce

~depend upon their labour.

| [ 37 1 |
produce of thofe who worked for him,
Would continue after the co*xfumpnon of
their pay, and be of fome value.

Befides, in the Jatter cafe, the 'ﬁate
vvould contain every where men verfed in
the pra&ice of the arts, inflead of ufelefs
men, Who know not how to turn their

hands to any thing Emulatlon, diffufed
among workmen, animates their mauﬁry, |
a variety of inventions fpzmgs from their
efforts; the mind gathers- knowledge and
pOWers ; progreflion takes place ; ‘and fo-
ciety gains in a thouf'and ways, by the con-
currence of fo many effeés. o

But the atility of Luxury in men of
property, is not confined to the emulation
{pread . dm{mg workmen, .Who have only to

A defire for
Luxuries begets a love of property, makes

,a man attentive to the prefeivatlon of his

wealth, puts him upon the fearch of means
to improve his income, excites others to

~ the fame by his example, and will not {fuf-

fer any order of men to vegetate in idle-' -

nefs.  Without favh a {pur ag a defire for

;Lu:gungs occauo;m Many, perhaps, {enfible
| of
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@f no want, would ﬂeep over their wealth,
and turn it to litdle or no advantage.
 'What is it that fupports this country ‘but
s Luxuries ? Were {fumptuary laws efta-
bh{hed or the fuperﬁmtxes of life taxed fo

Tigh, as to rundei men of fmall fGrtune un-
“able to pxocure them, Govelnment would
defeat its own views, and the intereft of

the natioml debt Would be un')aud Wele

we 1o confider well the vaft fums of money

which the Lu*gurxes of life bring into the

Public Treafury, it would foon fhew the
anohcy of any ftep towards their extine-

tion. Half the revenues of this country

arifes from dutics on. articles noL 1mmem

* diately neceflary to the exiftence, or even

the happinefs, of the people, fuch as wine,

{pirits, beer, tobacco, tea, fugar, glafo,

china, pictures, wheels, po{’cechazfps, men
{ervants, newfpapers, and a thoufand others

tKat could be very well dlfpenfed with. But

on the encouragement of Luxurxes, the

riches of a kingdom depend ;- it not only}
“enables a flate to provide for its ‘internal
defence, 0 extend its territories, and aug-

re-
ment 115 commeme 5 but, contrary to a
cewed

[ 39.]

S;v

geived ommon, it tends to increafe popuia«

tion, as I have alreadv fhewn, and in Whlch.

the wealth and ﬂrength of a natlon has
long been allowed to confift.

But, after all, What is the inconvenience
attending Luxury, that it is fo much de-
crled P I have corn and wine, more than I
can confume. Their quantity puts me to
an expence to keep it. It is a ﬁzpérﬂuity
that encumbers me. 1 eXchange it fora
fuperﬁmty I with for, the enjoyment of
which rewards my labours, and flimulates
my emulation. How; then, would you
have me difpofe of this fupelﬂulty ? Give
it to the indigent, who are in want of {uf-
‘tenance? I do fo;. but, mﬁead of giving it
to an idle pauper, one without talents, and
whom chanty has rendered of little ‘ufe to
focmty, I give it to perfons who, relying
upon trade or mduﬂ::y for "fupport, have
no occafion to ftoop to others for their bread,
They. eat it without humxhatmn. They
have earned it. Itis their own. Beﬁéea,
in giving it to {uch people, I ferve the
State, by the taxes the1r labour produc‘,s,

5. | ’*.mmm
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wlnlf’c a.; the fame time, I am feivmcr.

z‘/?e'}z.
Luxuvy 1s accufed of decreaﬁnsr popula-

'txon, that Luxury, which fupports -{o

many families, which invites fo many
Workmen to mauy, by the eafe they ae-

quire in cxchange for' their mouﬁry Let

us-turn our thoughts,- for a moment, to thc:

" negroes, to the {avages of Lomﬁana. -

Luxury does. not devour thefe people ;- and

~ yet, are they mjmelous? On the other
- hand, how. populou% was Spam under the
~ dominion of the Moors, and yet what peo-

ple Wele ever mo1e bxave, or more luxua

So far from Luxuzy s depopulatmg a

' State, if there be any thing to fear from ity

it 1s that it will mttoduce an €normous

populanon.\ It is the fate of fublunmy'
" things to fall away by the very caufes that

promoted their progrefs.‘ The fources of

 the profoerxty of a State corrupt it in the

end, where a prudent adminiftration does

not dire& and condué its courfe. Emula-
tion, produced by Lu;my, and by the fe«'
‘curlty of property gives blrth to a prod gt-

0 wue

Bus abundance, and from this a’bundancc-
fprings a full more prodigious populadion ;

the number of the human race in a country

being always in proportion; as was before
obferved, to the produdlons which that
country furnifhes for the ufe of man. * Of

* ¢ourfe, if no fteps are taken to prevent an
excefs of popilation, it becomes an evil. -

F or where the inhabitants are too ntlmeli

rous, every other intereft, except that of ob=

taining a livelihood is filent ; all progrefs in

: the fc1ences, the fine 4rts, and even the more
“mechanical ones, ﬁops, no-one thmks either

of glory, honour, or happmefs ; every one -
looks about to fupport exiftence ; and to
obtain the means, all methods are judge®

right. Neceflity compels it. ~Menbecome -
“crafty, fubtle, and fraudulent. The mind
is enervated, as the fpirits relax : and a na-

- tion, which had raifed itfelf to the hlgheﬂ:

degree of power and happmefs, is no more, -
by a natural concatenation of caufes and
effeés, than a nation exceedingly NUMErous,

'fordld wretched, and low. Excefs of po-

pulauon has brought Chma to this fa.tal
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- Tt is in this fenfe, only, that we can f’ay
with reafon, that Luxury is dreadful :-
here Providence fleps in again, and fre-
quently interpofes. May it not be owing
to an interference of the Creator, that wars

are kindled between neighbouring powers,

4s much to thin the number of  the human
‘fpecxes, as for other purpef'es ? If fo, a long
war ay, in the end, benefit a ftate, which
excefs of population might otherwife ruin,

May not the great number of people that

are carried off in Turkey by the plague, be
an effe@ of the wifdom of that fame Provi-
dence, who thus wifely provides againft the
t60 great increafe of the fpecies, that might
there arife from a plurality of wives? May
iot their do@rine of predeflination, which
forbids them to fly from the peftilence, tend
alfo to this end ? May not em}gtatlons alfo

have the fame tendéncy ? But this is diving
“into caufes beyond our reach to fathom: all

that is neceffary to our prefent purpofe is,
not to meet misfortunes half way, but to act
as confummate prudence fhall dxre&, and
leave the event to Heaven.

-

~but

.Theré
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~ There are doubtlefs proper remedies to
moderate excefs of population, fo as to pre-
vent any evil arifing from Luxury.: The
States of Switzerland lend out their troops
to foreign nations, for hire ; for that coun-
try being improved to the higheft degree of

~cultivation, after retaining a fufficient num-

ber of hands to keep it always in this con-
dition, and for the fupport of every manu-
faltory, they deem it political, from the

-great furplus of inhabitants, to allow their

‘troops to go into foreign felvmes, left an
eexcefs of population thould prove injurious
to the nation. Thefe troops, by ftipulation,

‘may be recalled by the States on any emer-
- gency, ‘which fecures their internal defence.
- But how faris the reft of Europe from hay-

mw any thmg to dread on this accountv

Would to God it was threatened with it 1—
- Before Luxury can injure a people, it muft

lead them to the wvery height of profperity,
and it muft appear that no previous feps
have been taken, to.render this profperity
la{hng Let us not heﬁtate then, to encou-
rage Luxury, in {pite of the evil which a

courfe of time may draw withit. We think

G 2 o om{clvcs
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- ourfelves ju{’uﬁable in taking little or no ac~

count of a future evil, which. the a&u;}‘i
. T . o . ‘ . B SR . d'l -
fituation of things place at an infinite d

“tance ; ~which a thoufand new gaufes may
diffipate for ever, and which can .iny be
the refult of a very long prolperity; for
~ the bleflings of which, it is wife to run an

uncertain chance of a fubfequent injury. -
 The Luxury of a town is an incontf:ﬁxble
proof ‘of the opulence of its inhabitants.
‘Luxury, {pread to the {malleft ‘hamletvs ?f_ a
Xkingdom, isa certain fign t-havt«fuch king-
dom enjoys the greateft abundance- Lgxur y
ever takes its level from the public profpe-
11ty It is its thermometer, In vain do

. our defires lead us to epjoyments that pre-

fent themfelves, when our circumf{tances.
. v ! = . . . 1 -
will not permit us to embrace them. Qurex

~_pences are always confined to things within

our reach. It is either my own propertys
or the property of others who entruft me,

" that I confume.~~In both thefe ',cafss,.:it is
 ever fome exifting property which enables
" me to purchafe a Luxury. If I exceed my

means, my part is {foon played. The diffi-

i ' ; is 1 i fuc-
. pation of my fortune is immediately |

ceeded

T

. ¢eeded by want and humﬁiation. Thus

-where Luxury reigns, 'therevis-'certainly a
degree of opulence proportionable to the

~extent of it. The aggregate of means may

be greater than the confumption, but it can~

“not be lefs. - Whatever excefs an individual
' may run into, he confumes only things that

exift, and}tshi‘ngs which would be confumed

by others, if they were not by him.

, Why, then, be alarmed at Luxury, and
confider it as a {courge, fince a people can-

_not give way toit, but in proportion to-their .
means ? fs it not confonant to reafon, to in-
 dulge, where it can lawfully be done?
Wealth would be of little or no advantage,

were we forbidden to enjoy the comforts: it
brings. We fpend enly in Luxuries, that

 which Government leaves, and, when its.
" neceffary wants are fupplied, ought to leave.
' What inconveniencies, then,can a State feel,
by its fubjecs expending that in the com=
~ forts and indulg‘e’nces‘of',life, ‘which it has
‘no right' to take from them, and which it

could not take, 'vvith'osuvt’ injuring itfelf?

" That Luxury has been: de'claimed_agaifif’c |
for many ages, 1allow, fevior qrmz's fuxn-

rid,
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ria, is an old reproach.. But men, however
_they may applaud inve&ives againft it,"have
_ever given intoit, and to the utmoft of their
| pOT\}V'ev»r. That good fenfe, with which na-

- ture has endowed them,keeps thffe';n fro}m 'fo_l- |
vine. in pra&ice, the ¢ of-ipeculation.
lowing, in pra&ice, the errors ol ip

‘Tn all ages, men have indulged th’em‘fellves
in Luxuries, fearlefs of _the dangers t»]»ezr1
~ annexed to fuch a pr’d(cliVlty.w ‘Nay,' thogg

fince the time of Juvénal, Lugury th ex~
'teﬁded itfelf from Italy, to Ergnce, to ngl-
land, and to Germany, thefe countries, al-

moft deferted in many places of old, are now

- yery powerful States. ) ‘Thus it appeggs,a in
, Opﬁdﬁq’omo all op%nlons, that the I app}i-
.'nefs' and profperity of men depend upon tbe
 indulgences of life, and that Luxury 1sh o ;r
, no means a politigal ‘eavﬂ.' « :That which
“« pature loves,” fays Young, “is 11e¢e{far1-
« 1y good.” We do not conﬁd.cer, that Zvery
fetter with which we {hackle efther tra..‘ S' or
1 indvuﬁry‘," is a ﬁep towa.rds., cxrcumfcu ;r(xig
public profperity. What object Woulc} tra v(:
gnd /-nmuﬁry have, if it was 'n.ot for Luxury :
Should you obferve an empire falling into

decay in fome paits of which Luxury reigns,

attribute
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attribute not its ruin to the expenditure of
individuals ; but extend your view further,
and: you will find it owing to exorbitant
taxes, to tyranny, to that want of percep- -
tion in policy, Wl]iéh'difcoux'ages labour,
and every where obfiru@s the relources of
power, ' | ‘

A fpirit of Luxury maycorrupt and dif-
‘grace individuals. We have given it the
term of diffuafor honefli.. A love of riches
will do the fame ; but does it follow that
riches are prejudicial to a State ? Woe be
to them whofe defires are not bounded b
reafon and honour! They deferve every
cenfure; but call not thas a vice, which :

- centres wholly in the. perfon abufing it.

Will you, like Mahomet, prohibit the ufe of
wine, becaufe this falutari dri
the intemperate? |

The expenditure of Government is the
only thing whofe excefs can be detrimental
to the State ; becaufe the téXes A‘dmin‘iﬁxj’a—
fion isobliged to levy, and which muft be

nk intoxicates

- paid, exceeding the ‘proportion * which the

general circumftances of the p'e.op”l"e’ can an-
Twer without affeting them, rob them of -

] - their
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their neceflary means of fuppox t, or of ins
creafing their income, and is, therefore;, a
general difcouragement. - Whereas the ex»
'+ pences of individuals, as. exceflive as they
may be with refpea to themfelves, are al-
ways confined to a certain circley fo that.
~ the populace in general are not affe&ed

thereby _
If Luxury had a deﬁru&:we ePfeE’c what

Would be the prefent ftate of things? Men;

for fome thoufands years, have mdulged |
themfelves in it, as far as they cou]d Thelr
eagernefs to do. fo, never gives wWays but
when their means fail them. Though we,

at this day, inveigh fo bitterly againft thefe -

exceﬁes, we {ee not among us fuch men as
Lucullus and Apicius *.  The moft fuperb
buﬂdmgs of the prefent age, do not reach
‘the magmﬁcence of the palace of Semira~ '
mis, vand our moft ftudicd entertainments
do not equal thofe of Cleopatra. Neither
TLondon nor- Paris know, either in common
hfe or in pubhc pleafures, fuch refinements
as were in general ufe in Babylon,. Athens,

and Rome, at the time of their fplendouro |

e * Romans famed for Luxury .
, Even
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Even our anceftors, as
, they grew ‘wealthy,; -
‘thofe anceﬂors of Whofe ﬁmphcxty we boaf)’:, .
were as fond of magnificence and fplendor
‘as. the Greeks and Romans, i

t; In this country, people of moderate f'or-»".
tune, in common hfe, covered their tablesr

- with a great varxety of difhes. Cloaths'

~were rich to that degree, that, accor dmg to-

_“an.ancient Chronicle, commencing in 1400

a}rlld ending in 1477, valets, in imitation of
their mafters, and the lower clafs of people,

“indifferently wore doublets of filk and velvet..
‘The ‘Author of an’ Enghlh Tra&, called ,‘

“a Plan ey’ dee, which ran through ﬁve |

editions in a very little time, propofed, as"
‘a means of augmentmg the trade of this |

: ;.A‘country, to fend miffionaries to the Ne r
“and Savages of America, not to pro f O:S -
i the faith, but to induce them to. clothefhgixe )

‘felves, and. infpire them with a tafte fo; |

i,:llxu;;nes. His idea is, that if we could
ce bring them to adopt our- cuﬂtorns, they

:Would apply themfelves more to work, in
| order to gratify their new defires; that t’hey

would unite themfelves more. together muls
’ v

’tlply and become rich; that, of courfe
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t‘hete vvould be among them, 2 greater
- number of people in a fituation to buy, and
whem we might furpifh with a vaucty of
articles. No ope can ‘deny this way of
reafoning to be juft, and that the eﬁ"eé’te
which fuch a plan promifes, Would take'
place, cou'id we brmg the Savage nations to
- adopt our manners. Every one alfo muf}
~ allow, that Savages -could not follow our
modes of drefs, bu11d themfelves houfes
| ‘morecommodious than their prefent cabbins,
and furmih them with convemences, with-
out fuch noveltles being to them Luxurles ;
though, . at the fame time,. thefe addmonal
comforts and conveniences ﬂlould not ex~
ceed thofc of our common peafantry. In
:faé’c, Savages hgve reached thefe improve-
ments ; and. as the Luxury into which they
have entered, begins to enrich them, by in-
ducmg them to work, which is the {ource of
all riches, how {hould Luxurv have a con-=
trary effeCt among us, where the force of

this reafoning is much greater; as, with us,

work of all kinds is more readily entered

mto, and meets Wlth more encouragement,
o than

Al

[ 5t ]-'

ﬂmn among a people juft emergmg from
the pumluve ﬁate of I‘vatule?

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

ePc part of Luxuries Was abohfhed and 1ét ‘V’

g conﬁder the . efFe&s ‘of fuch a thange:
Men thenceforth Would content themfelves
W1th cabbm Whofe conﬁrué‘uon would re-

quire 110 art, and thefe wotild be very fcans -

tily .and’. very clumfily - furnithed. They
'Would clothe themfelves in {kins; and Would
“have ho utenfils, buit fuch aé are immediates
Iy teceflary; ——From the mothent they were

-

tefttained i in this’ pomt, hala the inhabitants

would be reduced to look otit for NEW ré=
{ources s and thofe who have eftates in land;

embarraﬁ'ed with the1r incomes; Would be

At lofs how to fpend them. The art3

ferent materials Would Become of ro valué.

| Commeree would céafe between country and

tountry, between town and town ; . {hips of
trade ‘would be ufelefs, and ne1ther bufinefs
“hor intereft would urgé men to trdvels of

eo‘urfe, roads wotild be negleétéed, and fall to

B ‘fuifl- cornmunications would be obﬁru&ed 3

eorfefpbndence would ceafe 5 and;as in forﬂ
fasii o H 2 | mer

| belng abandoned an infinite quantity of dif-
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mer times, it would be a great undertakmg -
~ togo forty miles to feca friend. '

Froni this failure in the arts, from this

“ failure in communication, ignorance and
barbarifm would undoubtedly - fprmg

Hence, atfo,. thofe who are employed in

" tufbandry, havmg fewer refources, and lefs

knowledge, would attend lefs to their bui

finefs, and their hatveft, of courfe; would

be fmaller.e Fach diftrict, thus. confined,

"and limited to its own refources, would de=
'cline under the intemperature of  feafons,
~and famme, as in anczent txmes, would ﬂalk

abroad

neﬁher money in {’core, norany other wealth,

~ would not be in a fituation to pay. for any. .

thing - but in- kind or in labour. . Hence

- the State would be.‘under a neeeﬂity of de- ‘,

mandmg the perfonal fervice even of land-

holders, and hence Would follow, as fubf’u- -

‘tutes forthem, the fervitude or vaflalage of
the lower clafs of ‘men, . employed by the

landholders, for want of refponfible men te’
occupy thelr lamds. Thrs obhganon of per-.

fonak

Fhe nation, afmoft reduced for provxﬁons o
to .the harveft of the - ‘year, and: having ‘

sl

~} fonal ferv1ce Would deprwe the State of a
, ﬂandmg army, and confequently reduce its

fate, in time of |
ﬁngle battle. - e tQ the“ haZ?ud Of )

- In tracing’ 'the me\ntabIe confequences of
an extinction of Luxury, we fhould find
ourfelves in the fituation of our: anceﬁors |
dunng the feudal fyﬁem ; when the Iords:
rents were paid in Iabour, and mlhtary fer-
vices were performed in- perfon. \?Vat‘si

| ‘were then carned on: rather by excurﬁor:ts
vthan regular campalgns ;a ﬁngle defeat
‘decided the fate of the vanquxihed, and ig-
| norance and barbanfm were cOmpIete Now,
:an extmé’hon of Luxury, whether brought
~onby wars, by continual difafters, ot by pro-
| ‘Inbxtory Iaws, would equaﬂy produce the
: fame effe@ts. It would deﬁroy emulatlon,

put a ftop to mduﬁry, annihilate wealth,

:and bring a country into the fame fituation,
~ as would a poverty, caufed by the ravages

of a continual mte{’tmef Wa'r, or the vmes of a

a bad admmxﬁratlon. ,

‘ihe hxf’cory of other COuntrxes beﬁdes |

~ our own, will fhew the fupenomty of
| ﬂzenmh and power, which Luxury, andits

offspnng‘)
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‘like a deluge. But the
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offspring, the arts, give birth to in a natiod;

Cafar, with a {fmall numbet of troops, in-

ten years fubjected the Gapls, a brdve and

difciplined people, but who lived in the

greateft fimplicity, and. corifequently were
ot wealthy; of acquainted with the value of

thearts: ‘TheRo

mais, then maftersof Gaul;
from Italy into this new

province. The counitry became. rich and

Bourifling.  The barbarians from Ger-
.many and thie North, attracted by the opu-

,,,,,,

Jence of thele Gavls, -poured in upon them
fe being as fimple

ind as little lixurious as the ancienit Gauls,

ihey were repulfed and kept back fof threc
~ hiindred years, without being able to obtair
~_any other eftablifhment than asfubjeé’cso{

the empire; nor 'c_ould‘ihéy"ﬁrid a fojv'e:reiggty_, |

e i s they had ke vp the

minifirations are apt to think, thal

 they have only to lay taxes upon the inha-

 bitarits of 4 country, to oblige them to work,

~"This was the fpirit of that device, which the

_council of fin ances eﬁabl_'iﬂ_led: by the regent
of France in 1717, took fora coat of arms;
R ' o " 4ize

 his exiftence, would be as bad
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wiz. a plough furrowing a field, with the'
$:Z'§t03§ cat et 45‘;%’5?-: Bilt in this Govemors
arc mit aken : for, if they only leave cul |
fivators in pofleflion of m!eans-*fufﬁcieﬁf f"
carry on their hufbandry and pay theiy
té.lXCS_, they difcourage th’ém,";a';d- m a Iellr
fime taxes are not paid at all. '“Tb'“enlt;}?f '
them to pay a tax, and to add taf"i‘t‘}fi oc
year to year, if occafion réquifés, c;a}e mqnf;;?‘; |
be taken ’tO, pu't no check to in‘duﬂ’ry ; whuh ,
cannot be avoided any other vs}a;} ‘;haﬁ?; ;o
lﬁa,v-lgg fu‘ch perfons a refidue of th,eir gaiﬁ'z
o G, s o by

‘i@bour_ rto ¥ ee»ger; }thkel__r .thll-'Sz remrard'thefti'
1abour, and encourage them to proceed,

- Not only juftice and humanity require this,’
et b4

but policy} The prodg&ions of the earth are

a 1 ti
~ #lways in proportion to labour and induftry;

;;Fh'e hU{bandman hOWGVGr tals;es“ I]O "'pai"ng :
byt a3 he hopes o reap a profit by his la.

‘bour. What he confimes himfeIf of the

ﬁf"@-‘?e of his lands, is riot all that interefts
him.  His views are chiefly ‘turned to the

profits he fhall otherwife gain,  "To makea
TBAN W ork R ohdaipe: oo s o
0 work his whole life, merely to fupport
as condemn=
- ing

“
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o mghlmfor lifeto the galleys, or putting hlm_ .
- on board the ballaft lighters at ‘Woolwich.
Perhaps it may be ' faid, ‘that :we ought
” to contraét the fphere of our, wants.
- genes taught us this. We. enrnch ourfelves,
accordmg to him, in proportxon as we learn

to do without.-a great numbér of- things.

_When it fhall be even true, that abﬁmence, :

with refpe@ to the happinefs of individuals,
is equally granfymg with ‘enjoyments, and
that we fhall galn ‘more, by faving ourfelves

the trouble of acquiring or preferving, than
we . fhould lofe by ‘renouncing ‘the advan=
' tages of pofleffion, this philofophy will not

be lefs 1rreconc11able with ‘public mtereﬂ: 3
which requires that a State {hould be able

 tp make itfelf refpe&able abroad as Well as’
. at home. : , .
" Ina nation accuﬁomed to hve upon ‘a
11,tt1e, the wants of the State are almoft the
fame, and coft as much as ina nation where.
'fuperﬂultles are admxtted
moft luxurlous peoplc, as well as among
~ thofe wha are leaft {o,. foldxers and failors,
employed by the Statq:, are paid. nearly alikes
N g‘hat 15 o fay, at as low a rate as poflible, fa -
' I | as

. Among the

Dio-

" as to afford them em{’cence
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works réquire the fame quantity of mate-
rials; and if the cOndu@cors of public un~

| dertakmgs are bettef pald by a luxurious
people, the afliftance fuch a people derive
- from the arts which flourith among them,

counterbalances the extraordinary fums
paid, and, upon a calculation, renders the
expence lefs to them, than it would be to a
lefs luxurious, and of courfe a poorer na=

‘tion, though paying fmaller fums of money.
- A nation, then, whofe 1nd1v1duals contrack

their experces, : and abndge their confump— ,

| t1on, advances as much to the pubhc wants,

as a nation whofe ind1v1duals live with lefs
frugahty Hencejt IS, that among a people

‘who mortify themfelves, by denying them~
{elves indulgences, the pubhc expences can~-
- pot be adequate to the wants of the State,

without being exceflive in companfon to the -

 _wants of mdxvxduals, and that the excefs |
~ of thefe public charges prevents facha na-
‘tion providing for the wants of the State,
- agreeable to the neceffity of circumftances ;
:and cenfequently the ‘State muﬂ conunug

r weakg '

The fame.
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weak , contem gt;ble, andﬁzbje@cto the invas
fonof he Bt aggrllr,

It will probably

y be objedted, that- the-
charges of the State, though exceffive in
ptéporéion to the wants of individuals, not’

being in’ reality hégv_i\:e;;»tﬁz}‘n-__they; f?gfqg-
ably ouglit tobe, a head of a family con~
tributes more eafily to its fapggift,f ‘fﬁ{fheg 41_1(;.:’
fpends litde upon himfelf and’ family, than-

whien - He, fpends ‘a great deali - "Fo gll\;e
ﬁreh'gtﬁ to this- arguient, -1t mu&ﬁri’c e
proved; that men;.who fcarce wifh for any
indul gence, will exeit themlelvesy and en~-

eréafe their labour, ‘wi'thb;it ahy other obj e?f;
than a Verjr diftant advantage, derived from:

the benefits the State-acquires, aﬁd-;",which ig-
a0t \Z‘éry fenfibly felt by - indwxg;i'uals. | I.-I-e‘
who fpends but little, comforts himfelf withs

S aale Tofa. which. in his obinion. compen~
an eafy life, which, in-his opinion, )

fates forthe lofs 6f every- other emjoyment..

- Tt 4s notin humaf nature, to-exert itfelfy

anid uridérgo fatigue, without a profpe& of

“reward, - This is af;:)“riﬁcipl'el h‘ayé ‘alrggdy“ |
explained, and which fhould not be- loft-

& gbt of;. .

/

 nhabitants of a country could, who,

| T 59 1 -
- Let us ,a‘dmit, -for aﬁmmeﬁe% “.‘?Oﬂitfﬁl‘t_“y to
 ll likelihood, that agiong a pesble Tiing &
igid life, where Luxury is unknown, pa-
triotic zeal, carried by education even o
‘heroifm, encourages them cheer fully to
{upply the public wants, thoygh exceeding
in a great difproportion the perfonal wants
of the contributors. Even uader this fup.. ‘
‘pofition, a nation, with manners fo refpec-
able, would fill want folid flability. A
State cannot always forefee its neceffities,
Accidental, unthought-of wants arife. Sup- -
‘pofe thereis a fuffcient flore of armo, am.
munition, and artillery. An enemy, inthe
<ourfe of an unfortunate war, dofiroys the
magazines.  Fire.confumes them. A thou-
ifand accidents maY exhauft them. Infuch
a cafe, then; what refource would 2 people
.;ba.ve, that hadredu ced them{elvestg thls
fimple life we have been dpeaking of ?
‘None. . They would not repair fuch Tofles
with that convenient expedition which the
| ‘ aCCU(- ’
‘omed to enjoy an ample fuperfluity, have
’ﬁOI'CS Ofmaterlals ofeVCI’y k}:ﬂd, As they

geaerally confume more than is neceflary,

12 they
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Athey can eaﬁly fpare, in a cafe of drﬁrefa, |

fufficient to fupply the neceflities of the

State. And that whlch to each would be

little or no depnvatxon, When colleé‘red from

a whole commumty would prove an effen—

tial aﬁiﬁance On the contrary, in a coun-
try whofe mhabrtants confume but little,

there is but little referve among 1nd1vrduals ;

and, as the inhabitants of this country con-
fine their copfumption : almoft to things im-=

| ,medlately neceﬁary, t'hey have nothmg to
-fpare. Thus, in {uch unfortunate and un-
expe&ed cafes, which defeat all foreﬁght, )

nation” who ‘contralts its expences to the
utmoft, would find itfelf ill provided, and
without ineans of defence. 'Whatever zeal,

“whatever courage we may fuppofe it to

have, it cannot avoid, in. the end bemg con-
quered and deﬁroyed, | S

~ Again, Luxury is charged with corrupt- |
“ing the manners, degladmg the foul, ftifting

of vxrtue, ntroducmg 3 thoufand vrces, and,

by fuch effeéls, working the ruin of States.

It is faid, alfo, by the oppofers of Luxury,

that the prefent race of men are not eqUalr .
tp What the1r anceﬁors were, and that the
U A humafy

[ b )

I

hUman fpecies is degeneratmm Now'it is =
two thoufand years that this language hasf '
been held, and yet the experlence of twenty |
¢éenturies, which has given the lie to fuch

declaxauons, has not been able to ﬁop then:’

Hlﬁory, by no means, confirms’ fuch én"
- opinion of Luxury. Let us ook - back and

run through the laft five centurles From
the year 1280 to ‘the prefent time, ‘Luxury

‘has not ceafed to be prevalent in France
E (I pomt to that country, as we feem to draw |
- our manners, as well as our fa{hmns from_'
‘thence;) and at certain perrods, in this inter-
yal of trme, with more profuﬁon, than at

;hls day Smce thlS, however, the I‘rench

''''''

grandeur - No revoluuon has happened |
for five hundred years. paft, in any part of
Europe, ‘that we can, with any {hadow of .

truth, attribute to a depravauon of manners

occafioned by Luxury. If we éxcept the

taking of Conﬁanunople by the Turks, and

_the expulfion of the Moors from Spain,
gvents whofe real caufe, like thofe of all
other pubhc events thch we attnbute to

. the

B
.
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 the effe&tof Luxury upon manners;‘have ne
relation to it whatever; if we except, I fay,

thefe two cafes, the principal flates that
have divided-Europe for five hundred years

paft, continue fill to divide it, with little
difference in their boundaries, notwithftand-

ing a very greéﬁdegr“'—‘é of Luxury was in-

N by Luxury? And fince, in fpite of its |

troduced into fome of thefe States before
this epoch, and has continued there ever
fince. Where then is the devaftation caufed

effe@s, for fo long a {pace of time, thefe great |

empires have nearly prveﬁ;rv/edv the fame ex~

tent of territory, how can we m/aintai.n thgt
a',fpifit( of Luxury alters the manners, fo as

~ to beprejudicial to the prefervation of States ?

And it is even obférvgble, that the moft
powerful of thofe empires are thofe where

. Luxury has reigned the moft.

1t has been often faid that corrupgiqn o;f
rrkiiahi‘iéfsévért‘_hl'.ew‘thga Roman power ; and
it hasbeen very wantonly faid. Rome began
to give way to Luxury one hundred and fifty
| yéarsfbé‘fql}e/the'Chriﬁian' xra, yet, in {pite

of a very corrupt form of government efta-:
| %3hfhedamon g the.ﬁ‘q_maa‘s by )A,;;guﬁu/s», the

‘empire

L6

~ empire fupported itfelf; - without any dimi~
nution; three hundred years after the birth

‘ i_)'f?Chr“i‘ﬂ.)"f Itcontmucd to exift in the weft
till the end of the year 476, and in the eaft
under the name of the Grecian Empire, ‘to
~ the year 1453. This duration, ‘reckoning
from the introdu&ion of Luxury into Rome,

s a fpace of 1600 years. How abfurd is

' ‘itthento"c}uoté etﬁpires_ as feated.:upori“ruiﬁ;. ‘

ous foundations, which fubfifted for fo long

~atime! The notion that Luxury was de~
 fruQive to the Roman power, ‘took its rife
- from confidering ‘the revolution in Rome,
under - Julius Cefar, as the termination of
the ,'Roman ’Vem'pirie.'*’ - No fuch change,
however, took pldce in its form of govein-

ment then, as had,'frequentl'y done before,
fince the time of Romulus.

- Befides, if Luxuty could ever be fuppofed

to have injured the Roman power, which I

~'cannot any way admit, the example will
not hold good at’prefent. The Romans
were a warlike people, infatiate for extent
of empite, which could only be acquired by
I thefword. Indulgence, théref’oré,téawa‘r:r'ior,_
|~ may naturally be fuppofed to enervate his

arm,
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. the whole world. .
~up:to arms, a

. figns; for growing 1

SR north poured in upon them,
.- them. The complexxo

[641

- army and make him lefs fit for enterpnzd,
than When inured - to dangcr and fatigue,

So great was thelr thxrﬁ for dornlmon, that
0o boundary would ferve them, but that of
- They were a people bred
and froma favage ﬁate, labour=
ed to overrun the whole globe. Luxury,

to fuch a people, might counteract their de-
efs hardy and refolute

barians from the
and deftroyed
n and {yftem of the
Tempora -

Future ages

from mdulgence, the bar

times is very different now."
tantur et M0s Mutamur: e zl/zs.

‘may as well fay, that it was the luxury of

~ the Englifh that loft them America. - As the
- difmemberment of- the Roman empire was |
chxeﬂy ‘owing to their vaft extent of terti-
tory, too remote from its feat, and too popu-
lous to be controlled at fuch a diftance 3"
"o was- the feparation of North America
 from us. It were idle to:
fuch- an extent of countrys, fo well peo-

pled and at {o great 2~ diftance, would

" continue long fubje@: to the ¢
ifland. Had not the event taken place nOwW,

T

fuppofe, ‘that

ontrol of this - k'

it

L6 1

: ;t ;:;ould certamly have. done foi m Iefs thart
't;n:locentury ‘But, to return to my fub_]eé’c;e‘ o
: ry is, at this day, 1n a greater nume- - |

- ber of hands ; flates are more divided, na<

tions more civilized; and that hardy roun;-

.;1fef2<)sftformer ages, isnot fo neceﬁ'ary n§W,.‘:

. ate has a fufficient foldlely to bear}" .
§ part in the feale of Europe, “in propars -

| 1erllc)n to }ts ‘extent of domain, it 1equ1re£ no |

ore. It'is not the {yftem of modern States

tO
aim, as.did the Romans, at extent of ter=

;1{:01‘); by conque& Thelr wifh is’ only . to

,to ::nd ;hfh cm}nltry they at prefent poﬂ"efs, |

, r themf{elves ‘as  powerful o

nature and fituation ‘will admit :f' a:ntlhetlr N
o

d
efend - themfelves - from encroachments'

and if; at any time, :
, they fland in need |
;ﬁligcar}ice, nexghbounng States are. ready (t)j' o
their aid, in order to
- prefervea bala ‘
:f power, left. -any. one State {hould beco?x(l::; -
foo powerful for the rei’c As thmgs there: |
o , .
ﬁrree, n}j)w ftand, any enervatlon of favage -
o S}g,t] any fofmefs of manners brought-“ R
Luxury,. is fo far from bein |
INjuri=.
ous to States, that it renders them rforejclxri—" -

| ;hzed. more’ frlendly, and more conformable
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Cre

o that mildnefs of difpofition, with which
* Providence hath humanized mankind. -
- On a fuppofition’ that the attraGtion of
. indulgences ‘opening ‘the bofom to defire,
: difpofes. men- to: negle&t their duty, . and
~ deadens the voice “of confcience, we fhould
expeé to find lefs virtuein a country where

Luxury predominates, than wherethe pcople

- live a.more ﬁ‘mpléwlife,; for, under-this idea,

Wen’iu&; fuppofe that in a nation living in'a
fimple manner; there are fewer objects ca~

- pable of inflaming defire, and conifequently

fewer occalions wheréa with for gratification
carties men beyond the bpunds they ought

16 keep.  But the fa@is not fo. = -

- Let 4 nation live eithér fplendidly or
pootly, it is equally expofed to tho

deis which defire draws after it.. Paffions
derive theit firength more from the" difpo-

 fition of thie heart; than from the variety.or

vilué of thofe thifigs that inflame them.
. 'Emy»,'i“j"ceav-lfou‘fy;;:amfjbitién, vanity, ‘all the |
affections of the foul that give birth tode~ |

fire, are alive to fmall objeds, when great
ones do not prefent themfelves. Therewas
‘nothing rare, or of any great value in Lace-
Y« © demons

ot

fe difor-

I R
demon. ' The people there coveted trifles.
Tarpeia, in the carly time of Rome, that is

to fay, at the time when Rome was poor,
delivered up the capital to the enémies of
her country, for an obje& that would not

here tempt any perfon of her rank.

All is comparative. - What is nothing in

one circumftance, is every thing in another.

,A)Negro _Erince fets as great a value on the
. feaths‘?r s that encircle his head, as does the
Mogul on the diamonds that decorate his

- Luxuties do not inflame defire, nor make

dependent of the pleafures attached to. the

- enjoyment.  What is the motive that leads

us to with immediately for the means of
living luxurioufly ? The ambition of fur-

pafling or equalling the fituation of our -

fellow-citizens; of eclipfing them, and thus

- us exceed the bounds prefcribed,, butwhen
we covet or regret them, from a motive in-

obtaining a.certain degree of credit; it is

' '*thezfe_ar of falling into contempt; and too
-often the danger that_arifes  from not. ap-~

‘pearing opulent. . Tam forry to fay it, burit

K2 . rate

-

18 the miSfOrtunC: in \the prefent .age, ‘to ‘
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HE . E

. ing it.
“his honour, - his repofe; his every thmg to-

| of it.
- ‘Vanity actsupon the mmd in proportron -

‘to the obje&t this paﬂion has in view; and not

[68]

rate men, not fo. much by thelr 1ntr1nﬁc

~ merits, as by the appearance they make in
o difes ‘and as ‘moft people covet the: eﬂeem
“of the world, they, ‘as'1 faid before, endea-
‘vour to make the beft appearance they can,

though in order to make fuch appearance,

rthey fpend more than they can afford. We
~ covet not the favours of fortune, merely for

‘the pleafures of” mdu’igence, but, for ‘the

| grauﬁcatlon of difplaying our Wealth, and

in many ‘cdfes, for the profpe@ of encreaf-
The covetous man, who facrifices

the encreafe of his riches, and who is then
prod1ga1 of thefe fame riches i in lummous

: expences, is fcarce’ ever a fenfual man “Va-

mty is. the’ only thing that ‘animates -him,
or the greedy hope of adding to his wealth,

cncreaﬁng ‘his power, and gaining autho-~
ity It is not Luxury, but the fernblance

accordmg to the means weemploy to gratify
Thus, wherever vanity fprmgQ, it has

the fame lnﬂuence Whethex its Ob_]C& be ||

uﬂee.3

[ 6 }

mﬂes, or thlngs of greater magmtude.

Now, ‘in whatever manner a nation lives,
as foon as it admits of property, there will
neceﬁ'arxly be differences in fortune, and in

the expences of individuals, and, of courfe,

on account of thefe dlfferences, vanity and
K deﬁre will take a certain lead in fach a na-
~ tion, -whether it be lefs luxurious or more :
fo. Don’ t we obferve, in v1ilages, that a
very little expence which one mhabltant

enters into more than another, in order to

Afupport his famlly, creates as much Jealou{'y i
-as the eclat of the. greateft’

and - Iongm
Luz;u.y can excite in an opulent capital ?

- Among the peafantry, he who pofleffes a

httle flock of Iheep, and a cow or two, is

. thought rich by his compamons and townf- N
‘men, who look upon him with an envious
G and Who covet his happy ﬁtuatlon, as

“much as others do the Wealth and fplendor'

of thofe above them;

“The more, dignity, rank and dxﬁmé’uon |

'take place in - poh{hed natlons, | Whatever

\fyﬁem they follow with regard to. Luxuly, |

the greater is the degree of defire ¢ common

. ;o all However true it may be, that Whexe |
| Luxury,
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[70 1
Luxury IS unknoWn, temptatlons are fewer,
the natlon Whlch prohibits mdulgences, 18"

| not, on that account, free from covetoufnels .

or venahty ; for by an effe@ conftantly
‘proceeding from the nature of man, his de-
fires, when he is able only to exercife them
on h fmaH number of obje@s, acuate*him

‘more eagerly, than when he can exermfe ‘

" them on a greater number. -

It does not appear, then, that our man- ,

ners would 1mprove by a voluntary contrac-
tion of our wants; nor that' we thould ex-
peé‘c more virtue m a country whofe inha-’
bltants hve ‘hard, than in one where they
lead a more comfortable life. Among both

" one and the other, paﬁions Tife from the

fame baﬁs, and are aftuated by the fame, or
equal mcxtements.. »

- If we caft our eyes over the d1ﬂ-'erent na-
“tions that cover the earth, and look back to

what hlf’tory teaches us of paft ages, we

fhall difcover more outrageoufnefs, more re-
bellious aé’uons, and, in general, manners
lefs cxvxhzed in ‘times when the convem-
ences and mdulgences of life were never

co_v.eted than in thofe Where they were

BRI

- moft fludied. Reafon teaches us this,. A
_deﬁre for - indulgences leads to diffipation,
and induces men freely: ‘to communicate
with each other. By this communication, the

mind, accuftomed to wandermg, is lefs fuf-

ceptible of ftrong paflions; and the neceflity
of ﬁudymg continually to- pleafe thofe with
whom we communicate, habitually ferves
to foften the temperand polith the manners. =
All thefe. c1rcumﬁanees prove that 'men, ‘in
an opulent nation, enjoying their opulénce,
‘are naturally more mild, moderate, and lefs
difpofed to commit crimes of any magmé .

tude. L

Let us examxne mto the lower clafs of

people in our own country. - Thofe who.
compole it, have no fupexﬂmtles, nor have

- they any .wifh to obtain: them. They are
* abfolutely fo much out of theu' reach, that
- they never think of them. Now, what are

the manners of thefe people ? Let us com-

~pare them with the manners of thofe. who
- live at their eale, who have already, in'a

certain degree, tai’ced the fweets of Luxury,

and who, with a view .of encreaﬁng their
ergoyments are ﬂrong]y tempted to encreafe.
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thelr fortune. May we not fay, and with
truth- too,’ that the manners. of | the middle
* clafs of people, exceed in. goodnefs thofe of
the lower clafs ?: : T IR
~.Our: attrlbutmg to Luxuly fuch a change
of manners ‘as is injurious to-public profpe~
rity; rifes from want of difcernment. - We
do not . propeily diftinguifh between: thofe
" manners: that-are fufficient to form the hap—

pinefs of fociety, and thofe which r:gld rec- j

- titude preferibes. - “Qur ideas of ¢ivil mora-
ity are far from being’ precife; ‘and we are

too apt to confound it with - that which is

‘fpeculanve.. ‘There is, however, in matters

of pohcy, a vreat deal of dlﬂ’erence between

“the two.

Speculatwe morahty tends ‘to- gmde us

by a pureé and difinterefted loveof reitude 5

or to detach us from temporal’ thmgs, by

 dire@ing our views to thofe- which are eter-

nal.  Confidering aéions ‘in . themfelves,

mdependent of all relation to focxety, ‘and
conneéted only with the rules of pexfeé‘uon,

it will not admit of any dev:atxon. What:
T call'civil morality, which has no- objeét' :

but to fweeten and fecure the commerce of

- memn

without embarrafﬁnent

[ 73 1

men among themfelves, and ,ito maintain
good public order, réquites not a ftiiét ob-
fervation of all its precepts, but admits of

every relaxation confiftent with the peace

and profpenty of Society. In judging, then,
of the manners of a peo;ﬁe, by the princi-
ples of fpeculative morality, we fhall find

that a {pirit of Lu\cury in certam perfons, -
‘too worldly minded to "be- fenﬁble of the -
value of perfet purity, weakens the prac= -
tice and authority of fome of its do@tines. -
‘But,in Judgmg of manners by the prmcxples
of C1v1l morahty; we. (hall fee nothmg petni--

cious in thefe relaxauons, fuggefied by a
Ipirit g of Luxury, vvhﬂﬁ they trouble not

- the harmony of foc:ety, or 1mpede the mo-

tion of its {prings.
In faé’c thé political machme rol]s on,

thele 1rregulautles | Why then fhould we

‘be in ‘pain about them ?. They are attended B
‘with no bad confequences, and the caufe

which produces them produces alfo a. thou--
fand important a(?wa.mages° But- this is

| faymcv too dittle. Without afpmt of hmury_
"among‘kthe peoiﬂe, as IllaVeglre'tdy obferv-

L O ed,
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ed focxety Would not only langmfh ‘but

| even ‘be anm‘mlated Luxury is the tie that

unites men together, . OF what ule then are
all our mvc&lves aoamﬂ it? To what pur—‘-
pofe is it to rail at a thmg Whlch cannot ‘be

- dlfpenfed with ?—There are great meonve-—
niences attendmg the neceﬁity of eating ;

and yet the moft eloquent pen cannot induce
“us to 1efra1n from this neee{ﬁty, but vve eat

- on ﬁill and muﬂ cat Whﬂﬁ we hve

Vamly will you pretend to make 2 dxf-
tmé’uon between Eafe and Luxury. - Where

will you draw the line ? How will you . de-

termine it for every clafs of men; and for
every mdlvxdml in edch clafs ? You have
no prmczp}es capable of gmdmﬂ you in this
matter. Scarcel; fhall you point out the
e{’fenuals for one or two clafles of people,
but you W‘H find yourfelf obl: ged {0 re-
nounce the taﬂ«,, and confefs, that in t‘nngs
made ufe of by men, there are, in facl, but

two Lmds, Luxurws and Mcgﬁz, 165.
Prmcxples of virtue are, doubtlefs, necef-

faxy in a nation. Vices lead to its ruin. A

State cannot {ubfift, . not have any power,
‘but by an attenuon to the duties of fociety:

All

[75]

All the vices, however ‘and all the wrtues

do not equally intereft the prefex vation of
an emplre.” All focxal obhgatlons are not"‘

{o ﬁn& as to admxt of no extenﬁon. There

- are even wolatlous, and very common ones
. that no ‘way attack the public profperuy A:
fyﬁem of morahty adopted by a numerous

.people,rxs not, in all its points, equally‘.

eflential o every 1nd1v1dua1 The well-

bemg of a lxttle nation 1equlres a ﬁrxé’rer ~-

obcdlence to fome certam precepts, Whlch
without any bad confeqeences, may be ne-

g_leé‘ced by a great number of people in a
natlon more eonﬁderable.

‘The o‘)Je&: of men umlmg in a}Sz‘zzz.‘e,. .1s :

very different from that of men unifing i

a Clo _/z’ei “The atlentnon of the firfk mg d:—l-
rected to the prefent life; their verAxls”io
render the1r time here eafv, txanqml and

pleafant ;. the other think only of a futyre

life, and ﬁudy to fecure

life, thelr ha mef
| _hereafter. Thefe Iaﬂ cannot lmpofePLEoO ﬁ: |
‘; verea d1fc1p1me ; Whereas the firft prefcrlbe
‘and obey rules which tend to their tempora.l

| interefl, leavmg every mdxwdual to Judge

L 2 : _foz
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- _for hlmf'elf with refpe&t to “his eternal in-
_ ~teref’r accordmg to his conf(:lence.. c

Seventy, or reftraint of marniners,. and

“domieftic reoularlty, “are certamly very
‘_pralfe worthy, Far be it from me to depre«-
‘clate the merit of thefe vrrtues‘ ‘But com-
, fortable and proﬁtable as they are to thofe‘

:Who obferve them, with regard to the pro-

fperrty of akingdom, they have not that im~
| portanee that is attributed to them. ‘When

once the principles of probity and honour

~are fo generally pradifed and refpe@ed in a

pation, as to fecure the common good mo-

~_rality has dope all that policy requires. It
- muft look to other fources for the happmefs

and ‘power of a people. Now, ‘what are
thefe fources ? ‘Phyfical means; the unfold-
“ing and exertion of the facu]ues both of

mind and body, mgenulty in the arts of
- peace and war ; capacity in buﬁnefs, an

enlmhtened patrxoufm, thatis to fay, a fpirit

of policy. From thefe it is that public
;profpeuty is prmcxpally ‘derived.  Thefe

“are the obje&s to which a good cmzen
%Oxﬂd dired hls attentlon. ‘Their import=
ance

5 &
%, J/:

{77']

ance wﬂl draw every other neceﬁ'ary after |

them. ‘

“Thete have, indeed eXiPced forn'e" fmall
nations, who, though given up to a volun-

“tary or conftrained poverty, have neverthe-‘

lefs performed fome great exp101ts in war;

-but we muft net conclude, that, to be as
illuﬁrlous as them, we fhould live as they
'.,did.f It muftbe obferved, that thexr fuccefs
- was not owing to their poverty, but to the
:emhuﬁafm of their vxrtues, produced by the

- education they -received ; “to the attention
they gave to their aﬁ'alrs ; to thelr apphca—

- tion to the ufe of arms; and that their po-
verty was an obﬁacle which they had .the
greateft dlfﬁculty to furmount. We muﬁ
_obferve alfo, that their nvals were not very

powerful, that, for the moft part, they

o lived as hard as their enemres, and that Where
~ the conquerors and the conquered led the
o fame kind of life, it is not in the manner of

 living that we muPc look up for thc caufe of
. v1é’cory | |

Beﬁdes, trlumphs m war do not - prove
the good morals of a peop]e. The Bucca-

neers who made the new world tremble,

and

i
-

1

|

i
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and who, in the ratheft enterp1 izes perform-

ed prodigies of valour, were banditti:  The

Tartars, who conquered China, were rob-

bers, What ‘was szarro and his aﬁ'ocmtes
who conquered Peru? They fubdued and

maifacred an inoffenfive people, habxtuated
to the pra&xce of focial virtues. To con~

- quef,' it is fufficient to know the art of vvar

better; and employ it better than the enemy
Nothmg is more foreign to the purlty of

| manners.:_ it is not in camps, in the midft

of licentioufnefs and mxlltary barbanty, that
we learn to xegulate them.i :

' We quote often the Romans and the
Spartans 3 as if the Romans were powerful
durmg the time they hved hard and as if

 the Spartans, otherwxfe furrounded than

they were, would have been able, in keep—
ing up their poverty, to have rendered

themfelves formidable to their nelghbonrs, ,_

or even to have preferved themfelves. L
~ Every time that thefe old examples are
brought to prove that a dlfpoﬁtlon to {pend

money, gnd a deﬁre for various enjoyments . -
are prejudmlal to a State, as tending to the

g};pné};on_npfm virtye’; hOW jg it that fo
o R firiking

[79]

‘ Ptnkmfr an obxervatlon is not, in fome de- |
gree, a check to us ? The people of Greece |
- did not cnltxvate the arts, give into magm-

ﬁcence, or ﬁudy pleafure {o” much as the
Athemans, and yet the hlﬂory of the Athe-

pians furnithes more - renowned fayzngs, |
more glorlous actions, and more ﬂluﬂnous :
achxevements, both publlc and private,

than that of the Spartans, of whofe fevemty
m hvmg, {o much boaft is made. o
Among the 1llu{’cr1ous men of Platarch

~and Cornehus Nepos, there are fix Lacede-

monians and ﬁfteen Athemans “To thefe

.may be added Socrates and Plato, of Whom i
P]utarch and Coxnehus Nepos are ﬁlent,v

they havmg been .neither commanders of
armxes, nor .public mlmﬁers; though they
are not lcfs illuftrious on that account.

}Among the ﬁx: Lacedemomans are Paufa_- _

nias and Lyfandex, who, though able men,,
and renowned for valiant exploxts ‘were far
from belng good men.

The manners of the Spaltans though
brilliant i incertain 1efpe&s, were, in general,,

'very bad Enthuﬁafm carmed them beyond_‘

3 ol
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all example- but fober reafon condemned

}them.

- Good morals, conﬁdered only as. they

| refpe@ fociety, ‘and without any view of a

life to come, hke cwrl morals, are of greater. |
value, in oroportlon as they render men
happy on this fide the grave. Morals, or

. mannersy in ‘this hght are better or worfe,

as they encreafe or diminifh the happinefs

- of the: people. This is the touchﬂone by
 which we fhould judge of them.

The Spartans were brave and valiant, in-
flamed with the love of their country- and of

liberty ; but they were perfidious, ungrate=
- ful, envious, arrogant, eager to rule, unjufly

inhuman, and often mean. Their foc1ety
yielded them neither comforts, pleafure, not
fecurity. " Such is the idea we are taught to
conceive of this people from ancient hiftory.
“Butlet us not revert to former ages. All
there is, too much enveloped in obfcurity.
The fa&s of thofe times, as far as they con-

CErn us, ftand fingle, and are few in num-

ber./ They cannot be fuﬁicrently known in
their detail, nor as they relate to the caufee

of the rmfery or profpemy of thofe nanons
| -~ to

[ & ]
to which they belong, foas to gwe any couﬁ«

- tenance to political fyftems at this day We
ought not to form our ideas on fuch uncer+

tain grounds, left fatal errors ﬂaould be the, -,

confequence.

Modern times aﬁ'ord us faé’cs more cer-:
tain and conclufive,. We inhabit a kmowf

“dom, and ‘we have . nelghbourmg States,'
where Luxury has a long time relgned S
. We fee not Sparta in Italy, in France orin

England and yet, arethefe countries lefs

) 1lluﬂnoua, in war or in peace? To look'
back but two hundred years, have they not |
produced renowned genetals, celebrated -

writers, able minifters, enhghtened mag1f-
trates, and very diftinguithed inventors and

~artifts ? What bravery; what abdmes, what

greatnefs of foul, what fortxtude, what in-
genuity, vvhat difintereftednefs, - may weé
not trace, in thrs fpace of time, among the
inhabitants of thefe - countr1es~ fuch aé

~ would do honour to ancient Greece, or arni<

cient Rome! How many noble arid bril-
jiant a&rons are loft in the crowd, of vvhv‘h,

| we are ftill 1gnorant' | , B
Mo - Sine

pet &
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Smce thefe powerful nations then exifty
where a fpmt of Luxury is Jlimited- only by

‘the means, or by the fortune of a peop\ey

and among whom we find thefe moral qua-

lities effential to the fupport of thefe States 3

fince thefe nations flourifh (for certainly

. Eng‘and France, and Italy, may be faid to
fourith, in contradlﬁm&xon to Spam where’
the inhabitants live upon onions; to Swe= "

~den, wherethere are fumptuary laws; and o

Poland, where the people go almoft naked);

: 1t muft be allowed that a defire for enjoy-
‘ments, in cha,ngmg the manners, do not
‘render them worfe ; or that policy; in not
curbmg thls deﬁres reQifies its bad effe@s,
fo as not to leave it prejudxcwl to the State.

Extenfion of en;oyments has nothing in
:z.tuelf mcornpauble with innocence and vir-
fa.c.» It is more confonant to true wifdom
to preﬁt by the bleﬂings of nature, than to
refufe them. - Ufgful virtues are more

| piaé‘ucable in opulence than in povelty,
- and hardnefs of living neceﬁ‘arﬂy leads to
- poverty, as a {pirit of Luxury, in exerc1ﬁng
all the faculties, leads ‘commonly to opu-

}k:nce. It opulenae gwes fac1 xty to follow_
a vi-
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a vicious inclination’; poverty, foﬁeung 1g-

‘norance and coarfenefs of manners, encoti-
rages and firengthens other vices more pern"

nicious and odious. . Letus dwell no longer
~on the comparifon, : “We are,. certamly, not
to-lock for the good or -evil morals. of a

‘pcople, in their modes of living.

Mannels take their rife from the confli-
“tution of: government, and the tenets {pread
throughout a nation, refpe@ing all the ob-

- Jels thatintereftit. When the tenets which
a natlon follow are found, when its con{’u-

tution-is wife,’ then, Whether the people be

' luxurlous or not, their manners are good 3
they pradtife the virtues ; and adminiftra-

;ﬂm addmg punithménts and rewalds to'the
rength of the general opinion, vice finds

fo many barriers, and fo few advama@es,‘

that the number of the vicious is always too

- {mall, or the- kind of vices of too little con- -
| .fequence, to 1njure the fecurity of the State.

The ‘tenets of 'a nation ' refpe&mg the
,obje&s that intereft it, and the conﬂltutmn
I_of its government, depend upon the man-
mer in'which it has been inftr uced.  Man~
nexs, then, primarily’ depend upon éduca~

g , txom




[ 8z ]
tion. Inculcate the principles of honoury
Ju{hce, and virtue, by a good “education 3

fupport them, not on falfe or confufed no-
tions, but upon’ found and clear ideas s let

‘ your pupﬂs be well mfplred with this great

mwaxim, N ufur]pe pozm‘ et mfpeﬁe toz,
maxim more prec1fe than the ancient pro~
verb fo well known, Do not ‘to oz‘bms what

. wou would mnet bave them do unto you 3 take

cdre,. by your form of govemment, to make

- it the common intereft to keep up to this
" principle, and you will acknowledge that

the enjoyments of Luxury, innocent in
themfelves, w111 never cqrrupt a punty of

i manners.

~The influence of educatlon is all- power-
":fu\. Religions are propagated and fupport-
‘ed by inftru&ion, -

men, who, devoted to fludy, refle& for man-
kind; and. ‘enrich the world with the fruits
of their genius;
neceffary for the public good will break out,
one after another, without confuﬁon, and

sw;thout trouble., Should error get hold of
fomﬁ |

[

Give a free flight to li-
_.terature; encourage theliberty of the prefs;
. »Iet no confiraint fiifie the voice of thofe

and all the reformauons |

[851

ﬁ)me mmds, and extend itfelf, by means of N
fuch hberty of the prefs, a thoufand oppofers |
would, by that fame liberty, rife againft it.
The fun of eriticifm and difcuflion Wnll

dlﬂipate every cloud, and nothmg will gain

an eftablithment, which does not bear the

feal of reafon and of truth,

In fhort, whatever may be faid- of the |
influence of Luxury on the manners of the

people ; as men affociate only to procure

| themfelves enjoyments, and, as the attrac-

tion to fuch enjoyments is the fole fource

~of the power and happinefs of foc1ety,

| muﬂ be confulted, though the morals of the

Public’ were, in fome meafure, to be affeGed

1hereby If temporal utility be merely con- |
fidered, fuch morals as are confiftent Wlth’w ‘

a fplrlt of Luxury are fufficiently good 3
Aince fociety cannot exift without Luxury
any more than without morality ; and ae:
{ocieties, the fupport of which-is the fole
end of civil morality, have not only exifted

for many ages, but have been more happy, :

more numerous, .and more powerful, in
proportion to the degree of Luxury among
ﬁhem, Where the nature of their govern-

‘ ment

/ B
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' _ment has not fruftrated the advantages de-«

rived from this fource. |
Upon the ~whole, in countries where
Luxury is predominant,

~ ber of towns, an infinite populatlon, cood

o e S T SR e G e B e i e 0

_order ex1ﬁmg, and nature embdh{hed 10

the utmoft; on the contrary; in thofe new
climates, where the induftry of man, ftill

- enveloped, Ieaves him but little exertion
 for fuperfluities, the beft foils are but bound- .
lefs. defarts.
lefs fecene; her riches are thinly fcatter ed,
and loft in the confufion, while the human
-~ {pecies, {mall in number, wandering in the

‘Nature prefents but-a fhape-

forefts, {ubmitting to the mdemx.ncy of

{eafons, and often pining under the horrors

of want, is, inits happieft moments, obuged

1o contend Wlth evely ammal for' fub-
fiftence. = |

Thougﬂ a fpmt of Luxury has been
commonly accufed as the fcourge of States9

an examination of its effe@s has given me

a very different idea.. An extin&ion, or

even a greatd1mmutxon of Luxury, would,
’in my opinion, bring on mifery, batbari{m, -
“andan immenfe depopulatmn, and inacom~

8 - mercial

we {ee'a. vaﬂ: aum-

' mdulgen ce.
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mermal State, hke ours, mvolved in avaf’c nas :
tional debt, the intereft of which can be paxd' -
only by its Luxuries, total ruin. On the other
hand, free Luxury, under a Well~01 du:ed go- -
vernment, appears to me to be attended with : -
plenty, wealth, and public happmefs Thefe
ideas, . too much unknovvn till now, ﬁuke

me with their i importance. I have ventur-

“ed todeclare them, and if thefe beft i mten- o
tions may, in any dewree, recommend a |

| Work, mine has a claxm to the attentzon of : o
~every thinking man.

~Careful and dxhgent as I may haﬁré beén;

‘hke other men, [ am not fecure agamﬁ 1Hu--fv
fion. 1 hope, hovvever, I am entitled to

When aman thmks himf .
| elf
‘able to deﬂroy a fatal opimon, he is com-

mendable in the attempt ; nay,

h !
allowcd to be ﬁlent, e 1_s no; ,

St quid now; ﬂz rcc‘?zus 7 zs

laz: uz‘ere meczzm. :
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