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~ HE Writer of this Paper, being In-
finitely Concerned, to fee a Trads

- of fuch Benefit and Importance fo
= lirrle minded, and regarded by Pers
fons of all Ranks and Denominations ,” that
for three Seffions of Parliament fucceflively,; |
~and now a fourth half Spent; nothing fhould
be iefolved uponin a Parliamentary way, for
ST A 2 - the




~ the Support and Eftablifhment thereof ; not-

| . withftanding all the Application, and Memo-.

~ rials of the Prefent Company, and Separate-
. 'I'raders, for and again{t a Joyn-Stock: He

thinks he-does not exceed the Bonds of Charity,
if he {ufpelts that, hitherto we have been Uni-
verfally under a Strong Deluflion ; being either
~cntirely Ignorant of the Nature, and Impor-
ance of the Subject matter in Debate ; Or, that
fome late Politicians, rather than forego the
Profpect of fupplying fome PFuture Exigen-
cy of the State, had Refolved to Hazard the
urter Ruine of the Trade; Or, that there
have been fome Powerful Agents, and Emiffa-

ries Imploy’d under hand by a Rival Nation,

to Under Mine every Projet, and Oppofe all

- Mealures which moft Probably might Thwart

their Interelt; Or, Laftly that, we have re-
{olved, rather than fubmit to one another,
~and Unite on Reafonable Terms, to convince
the World how much we prefer our Private
Pafions and Refentments to the Publick
good and forerclt of our Country; and that
we had rather Obtain our own Eands againft
ong Another, than hinder Foreigners from ta-
king the Booe of Contention out of our Hands
altogether.  What elfe, 1 Pray, if not fome
one or all of thefe Wretched Motives, could
have prevented a Fipal Determination of this
Important Controver{y to this Day? And

bow can thofe of the Legiflature to whom

it
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they did not; -
anf'&vc v the Truft repofed in them,, if they
do not Speedily, and EffeCtually Settle, and

Secure fo very Valuable a Branch of the Bri.

tifh-Trade.

It is acknowledge’du on all Sides that :th.e.:e?‘ |

Trade is of the Greatelt Importance, and ab-
folutely neceffary to be Supported and Carried

on: And ‘that Forts and Setrlements muft be

4

it brdpéfly' belonged, excufe 'fft-liiéiilfé«l‘;\‘réﬁ th;cit;

S

w0

Cid how will the Prefent Repre-
fentatives of the Commons of Great-Britain,

Built, and Maintained for the Defence and

Prefervation thereof. The Prefent Company

Declare, that unlefs the Queen and Parlia.
ment, will Confirm the Privileges granted
them by their Charter, they are utterly Un-
able to Support the faid Forts and Settle.
ments, or to Carry on a Trade any Longer.
This being the plain matter of Fait; the

Queftion is, whether the Prefent Company’s

Charter fhall be Confirmed by A& of Par.
liament? Whether a New Cc;m*}any‘{haﬂ"bg: |

Eftablifi’d with a New Joyt-Stock ? Or whir.
ther theTrade fhall be laid Open for allPerfons
to Trade Jadifferently as they Pleafe? I Cop..
ceive, and withal Submiffion be it faid,chePar
liament is Obliged,and muft Refolve upon one

or other of thefe Methods : Nor Capany thing

Juftify, or ‘Excufe longer Delays inan Affair.

of fo great moment: I will not Interpofe my

- Jugdment, or pretend to Determine which
. : ‘h:is il
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s moft Expedient to Confirm the Prefent Coms
?ar:y’s Chﬁrmr; or to Eftablifh a New Com-
pany by A&t of Parliament. But I fhall En-
deavour Briefly to fhew that the Reafons
againft Carrying on the Trade by a Compa-
ny, are Weak and Fallacious, and even Con-

trary to Reafon, and Experience it felf. And

3 ing this, I profels not to Plead for; or
‘ 1[:) g(;ggfe angz Sgt of Men; ecither the Pre-
- fent Company, or the Separate-Traders : But
only to fhew that the Trade may, and muft
be Carried on by a Company, ( whether Old
or New, is Indifferent to me,) and not in an
way. o
Op’%(l)‘ foriyr"n a Right Judgment of this mat-
ter, we ought Carefully to Compare both
Schemes together; wiz. That for a Joynt-
Stock, and that for an Open Trade; and to
: Weigh the Conveniencies, and Inconveniencies
actending Bach, and ._then to give our Suf-
frage for thac which is attended, with the
moth and Greatelt Convker.uenC;es and the few-
eft or lealt Incenveniencies. o
 Thus for Inftance ; As to the Conveniencies
atrending each Scheme, it oughe to _b’c Con-
fidered; if as many of Her Ma_;eﬁy s Sub-
jelts as pleafes, be Admitted to. Subfcribe to
the Amount 4 or §ococo/; Or any other

larger Sum, for the Carrying on the African-

S i s e B AT Rl
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Trade ; whether fuch a Stock be not a bet-
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i fer Security ; and more Proportioned to the

! Nature and Importance of the Trade, than

;  a Bare Poffibility that the Trade may be

Carried on to Advantage in an Open way,

or that Separate Merchants will Trade Volun-

i tarily for as large Sums? Who will be moft

;  willing, and moft Able to Support, and Main-

{  tain the Forts and Settlements, and make

‘new Difcoveries, a Permanent and never fail.

ing Company, with a large Stock always at

Command, or an Uncertain, and Unknown

Number of Separate-Traders, who may, and

will Employ their Stocks in that Trnde, or

in any other as their Humour or Intereft fhall

lead them? How can we beft Maintain, and

Improve the Britifh Intereft againft the Pre-

tenfions, Power and Pra&ices of other Exro-
peaz Rivals ? How can we beft make and
Maintain' Alliances, and Contraéts with the
Treacherous, Cunning, and Savage Natives ?
How can the Forts and Faories be Con-

- ftantly, and Regularly Supply’d with Go-

vernors, Faltors, Soldiers, Artificers - and

Slaves; with all forts of Proper Vendible

Goods and Marchandize; and with all forts

of Warelike Srores, Provifions, and Materials

for the Defence and Repairs of the feveral

Neceflary Settlements? Certainly he muft be

Blind or Infatuated, who will fay that a

Joynt-Stock, under one Uniform Influence

L Be. A 4 and
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and Direftion, is not in thefe Refpe@ts Ina
finitely Preferable to the loofe, and Precari-

Schemes ofan Open Trade.

Again, as to the Inconveniencies. attending
cach of thofe. Contrary Schemes; Let it be
ferioufly,and Impartially Confidered on which
fide she Ballance Lyes. For almoft a Cen-

tury paft, the Dusch have, and fill do ufe al]

their Art and Intereft to Grafp and Engrofs
‘the whole Trade of the Africar Coaft to them-

felves, as they have already done that of

the Richeft Countries of the E4f-Indjes; The
Britifb Interelt has for about Twenty Years
- been divided; and our Marchants have been

Endeavouring not to Underfel other Nations,

but to Undo one another. And .by fueh
Praltices, and Mutual Contefts, the Prices
of Slaves are fo Advanced, and the Value of
our Manufactures are fo depreciated, that
- the Trade is in the Greateft Hazard of be-
ing utterly Loft- Such being the prefent La-
mentable State of the Trade; Let every Rea-
fonable Man put the Queflion to himfelf,
which is preferable, to put it in the Power
of one part of a Kingdom, to Impofe in fome

things upon the Reft, or to put it in the

Power of other Nations, or even of Barba-
rous Heathens to Embarrafs the Trade, and
Hazard the utter Lofs thereof to ‘the Nation
in General ! Which is moft Dangerous, for the
R - Planters

a Datch Company to Engrofs, ' Becoi
Malters of all the Afvican Settlements ? How is

L9

Planters to run the Hazard of Paying’ too
Dear for their Slaves, or to run the Hazard

of having none Tmported to them a¢ all ?

part of the Plantation Commodities,

For a Britify Company to Engrofs fome

‘and become

it Poflible, in an open way, where the Go»
vernment of Africa would be in one hand, and
and the Trade in another; where the Cli-
mate 15 allowed to be {o Unhealthy ; and
where the Sallaries and Profits of Governors |
and Fa&ors, would be fo Precarious and In-
confiderable; how is it poflible, I fay, that
upon fuch a footing, fufficient Numbers of
well Qualified Perfons, either for the ‘Gover-
ning or ‘Trading Account, will be Jnd uced to
Expofe their Lives to fuch Hazards, and up.
on-fuch {lender Jnducements ? Or, if want and
neceflity fhould compel fome to accept of

fuch Defpicable Preferments; If Private-Tra-

ders fhould find fomc Perfons, who would
undertake, upon a fmall Encouragement, ta
go and be their Fators:; ‘What Jarring Dif.
cords and Divifions muft there be in one
and the fame Faétary, where every Gover-
nor will be for eariching himfelf, and every
Private Faétor, ftriving to underfel, and un:
dermine his Neighbour ? And upon the Mor.
tality of Governors, or FaQors on the Coaft,
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- will have fo much Regard and: Compalfion for
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or upon any.:‘,fp{utes which may arife be-

tween the Military Men and the Merchants ;
How fhall the Vacancies in the Government

the Goods and Effets in the Care and Truft
of the Deceafed Fattors? And where fhall we
find Commiflioners for Trade, .to redrefs the
Grievances, and fupport the Caufe of the
Merchants? Again, fuppofe the Publick Fund
at any time fall Short, and the Britifb Intercht
be thereby in danger of Suffering; muft the

Governours notwithftanding fit (till, and pa-
tiently wait for frefh Supplies ¢ Or fhall he be
Impowered to make ufe of the Goods and

Effeéts of Private Merchants? Is it to .be

fuppos’d that Men of Senfe and bred up to

Bufinefs, will venture their Eftates in a Trade
expofed to fuch, and a Multitude of other In-
conveniencies and Uncertainties ¢ May  the
Advocates for an Open Trade impartially con-
fider both fides of the Queftion; and m pars
ticular, that it is and always will be in the

Power of the Legiflature to Model and Regu-

late their own Companies, and to prefcribe

Remedies upon any emergent. Occafion ; but °
not fo on the other Side, to recover a loit
Trade, but at the hazard of a bleody, charge-

able and uncertain War. And-whofoever. will
give himfelf the trouble to weigh thefe Things
in the ballance of Reafon, Fam perfwaded he

the
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the Future Profperity of his Ceuntry, as not |
~ to think of fo dangerous an Expedient, as that-
. oflaying the Trade Open ; but rather bend his

~ be filled up? Who fhall be accountable for Thoughts to promote fuch an Eftablithment

upon the foot of a Joynt-Stock, as may beft
{ecure and advance the Honour and Intereft

of Great-Britain, and give the lealt Umbrage

to the Colonies and Plantations thereunto be-
longing A PO RAMREAR P

"Fho? thefe General Reflexions might well

ferve as an Anfwer to all that has been obje-
&ed againft an African-Company: Yet for the
fake of thofe who have not had the Leafur

or Opportunity to be more fully informed 0% |

this moft Important Controverfie; I fhall in
the laft Place fubjoyn Particular Anfwers to

the moft material Arguments alledged againft

a Company; as they are lately publifhed ina
Paper, entituled, Reafons'again{t Eftablifhing:
an African-Company at London, Exclufive to the

Plantations, and all the Out-Ports, and other

Subjects of Great-Britain.

Arg, L. °Tis well known, thar all the African-
Companies, which have ever yet been effablifhed
in Burope, have become Bankrupt in fome Years
after their Eftablifbment. Witne[s the Portuguefe,

| Brandenburg, azd Dutch Companies, befides ours
|| in England, who have failed three times fince the
i Reftoration: And in the intervals of Time, the
| Trade aicho 1ot by fuch Companies, have been o

g
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gain recovered, fupported and carried ony by Pri-

vate-Traders in England, by the Brazil-Traders

and Planters in Portugal, and by the Inter lopers
in Holland, or otherwife the African-Trade muf?
have been loft 10 each of thofe Nations, efpecially
osrs : And the Plantations muft long fince have
been ruinedy had it not been for the large [upply of
Negroes yearly furnifbed by Private-Traders, and
the Liberty the Planters bhane had of fetching their
ows Negroes, = 7 S

Arzf "The ﬁzﬁ Pax"t‘ of this Argumenf-: pro- o
duced again(t Eftablithing a Company, is, as |

I humbly Conceive, a {ftrong Argument for
One: For, if a Society of Merchants Trad-
ing upon the Foot of a
That is, if all the African- Adventarers of 2 Na.
tion Joyning their Heads and Purfes together,

met with fuch Difficulties and Hardfhips, as

reduced them to Bankrupcy, how is it poffi-
ble that the fingle and feparate Endeavours,
yea, and the Interfering Councels and Inter.
elts of Private-Traders could ever contribute
to the Difcovery or Advancement of fuch a
Trade? All that this Argument Proves, is,
That fuch Companies either had great Lofles

by Wars with other Nations, or that they

were at a valt Expence to ftruggle with other
Foreign Rivals, to make new Difcoveries,
build Forts, and to obtain and fecure an In-
tereft with the Natives. And if by ‘fuch

Mﬁanss

large Joynt-Stock 3

‘,

1 pers of that

Means, tormer Companies happened to fail,
it is by no means an Argument againft a Com-
pany; but rather ought to induce the Legi-
flature to fupply fuch a Failure, by another
Company with a larger Stock and ‘more ad-
vantageous Powers and Privileges the better
to enable the New Adventurers to ftruggle
with and overcome all fuch Difficulties. o
As to what is further alledged, that fuch

i Companies have loft the Trade, and that other

Private-Traders have again recovered and {up-
ported it, isjult the Reverfe of what both Rea.
{fon and Experience tells us to be True. For
it is manifeft, that when fuch Companies had
recovered the Trade, and brought it to fome

¥ Method and Regularity, it was always the
3 Encroachments of the Private.Traders upon
1 their refpettive Charters, that reduced the
1 Trade into the utmolt Diforder and Confu- |
| fion. But the moft unparallePd Piece of Af
{ furance is to affert that the Darch Interlopers,

the Brazil-Traders, and our Separate-Traders
have again recovered, fupported and carried |
on the African-Trade, which otherwife muft |
have been loft to each of thofe Nations ; when
’tis well known to all the World, that the
Dutch never were permitted to Trade to Af-

.| *icabut in a Company, and that all Interlo.

Nation always have been, and
ftill are, by the Laws of the State, adjudged
lawful Prizes to the Company, if taken on
e e e s RS R e
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the Brazil or Portaguefe Veflels they find |

that Coaft; for which Reafon the Dautch Corti= | i the Trade Outwards; but one Seller of Negroes
pany do conftantly keep one or two Cruliers | t0 our Plantations; But one Importer of Gold from
on the Coaft of Africa. And as to the Portu- | Alfrica, and Silver from the Spaniards: but one
gaeﬁ' and Brazil-Traders, ?tis well known, that B!/j/ef" and but one Freighter, of almoft all our Pyro-
they are fo far from having recovered or fup-  duitions from America ; and but one Seller of all
ported this Trade, that the Dutch have taken '§ thofe Produitions here again, after their Aryi-
all their Forts and Settlements from them on | val; oz all which they would Put their own Prizes
the Gold Coaft, and now make Prize of all | and confequently become the fole Director of this
Great Circle of Trade and Navigation, wherein
Trading on that Coaft. And fhould the Trade | areemployed mear 1000 Sail of Ships; and on which

‘be now laid open, I doubt not but the Im- § Depends 4 or 500000 Perfons Livelihoods, of all

provements of our Separate-Traders would | Sorts, who muft Directly or Indirectly, be fiubject
turn to much the fame Account. For if un- § 20 the Managers of this Company; and on ‘this
der the Protettion of a Company, they have | Company would depend the Rife or Fall of our Plan-
not been able, or at leaft hive not attempted | zazions, the Ballance ef Trade Abroad, the Increafe:
to build any One new Settlement, or to make % or Decreafe of oar Breed of Seamen, and Nuval
any other Improvement in the Trade; Yam | Architeiture: So that the Confining of this Trade
at a lofs to think, how, when all the Burden |
{hall be devolved upon themfelves, they will
be able to fupport the Settlements we have
already, or carry on the Trade as hitherto it
has been done. |

s et asel
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.‘14]72’5"'?}28 very well-being of Great-Britain, in all
its moft tender Parts. i

| Arf Thus have T tranfcribd the Argu-
iRk - - ment wverbatim, as it is lately printed in the:
© Arg. 1L Az Exclufve Company, with a Par- | above-mentioned Paper, Entituled Reafons a-
liamentary Sanction, would prove to this Nation | gainlt Eftablifhing an African-Company at Lon:
a dangerous Experimenty and the greateft Griev- i don, &c.  And it muft be ackowledged, it is
ance of any in the worft of times, which will plain< || the moft plaufible and popular Argument that
by appear on confidering the Confequences 5 as be< i €anbe urged againft a Company: But flill T
f7g but one Buyer of the many forts of Woollen, and { hope to convince Impartial Judges, that it
©other Britifh Manufactures, proper for Africa ; as |} €annot in Reafon to be admitted as fufficient
being but " one Freighser of all the Ships imployed § t0 obfirutt fucha Settlement. for, .. ..
e , | r'a IR ' 1. The

vo one Perfon or Monoply would in its Confequence,
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1. The Dxfadvanmges fuppofed to arife from

the feveral Uzities in the Objettion, as one

Buyer at Home, one ExpOx ter to Africa, one

Seller in the Plantations &e. does at the worft
but turn the Difadvantage of one Subjet to

- the Advantage of another, which fill makes

D STt 3 4 i . s ook e e | AL el (a

no odds in a National Account;
ny Secllers on the Coaft of Africa does, and will
Infallibly, more and mere depreciate the Vas
lue of our Goods and Manufatures there,
and confequently Difcourage their Exporta-
tion, and fink their Value at Home, and al-
fo be an Occafion of fill raifing the Prizes of

Slaves in the Plantations, until the Trade be
reduced to that Pafs, ¢ hat neither any Britifh

Merchant can Trade, nor the Planters be fup-
plied with Slaves; all which only tend to en-

rich the Nemoes, or our Rivals the Duzch,
and would be the Occafion of Great Natlonalr |

Loffes.

2. If the Trade be carried on by a Comi-

pany, the Plantations may Probably be fup-

plied with h Negroes at moderate Rates, which

in an open way they can never Expett : For
“as it would bein the Power of a Company to -
“keep up the Prizes of their Goods, and to buy .
‘Slaves at Moderate Rates on the Coaﬁ of 4f~

rica; as on the other. fide Traders in an o-

pen way will always underfel and jout-bid
one anotl 1er ; by kow much the more certain

i

‘whereas ma<-

<,¢z,k'
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Defperate Remedy,
very Foundations, and Bxpofing the Rost'
and fourfe of all their Strength a.ﬂd Riches

10 the mercy of a Powerful and h,nuxoad}-
ing Rival, and to many other unaccoupt-
~dble Haaards and Difficultiés. Forjif a Com-
~pany fhould be Eftablifhed undez “an Obli-
-gation_ fo ExPou: Yearly to the Value of
‘fé@o@ol miore. or lcfs as the’ Wifdom of -

it s that the cheape& Buyu Can aﬁbxd tle
‘beft Penny-worth to the Plamamo,ns o

‘much the greater is the Probability that a

Company wxll fupply them with. Slaves at

more: Modezate Rates. than Puva&@- T xadels

can do: In fhort, I think the Cafgy may be

{tated thus ; which 15 more ¢ 1g1ble, a Pro-

babxhty that the Plantations may be: fupph-
ich Slaves at Moderate. Rates by a
iny, or an Impoffibility that they e-

- ver can be fo in an Open Way; which is
fo plain a Dilemma, ‘as leaves no mcsm for

Dehberatmn to determine.

But as the Plantatlons defex ve al] pof-‘
ﬁble Regard and Encouragement, other
Expedients may be found out to Anfwer all
their juft ExpeGations, and to. fet them be-
yond any Apprehenfion or Danger of being
Impofed upon, or ill Treared by a (_,om-‘

pany; without having recourfe to fuch a
as Undermining the

Péuza@
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Parliament fhall think fit; Its Manifé&- fucﬁ
‘a Company muft Buy the Proper Goods

here, and confequently Imploy che fame or

‘rather a much greater Number of Hands,

than are now Imploy’d; they muft Export
them to:the Coalt ot Africa, and Imploy a

-proportionable Number of Ships; they
muft-fell their Goods there, And Inveft the
-much greater Part of ’em in Slaves:
“Slaves they muft Tranfpore to the*
‘tions; and when they are there, they mutt,

{fuch
anta-

to avoid Chargesand Mortality, fell them
at-Moderate Rates. -~ This appears to me as
clear as any Demonftration. But if, after all,
a Cornhpany fhould at any time attempr to
put any Hardfhip upon the Plantations, has
not the Queen Her Governours in every

Colony and: Iland, to whom the Planters

may’ Complain, and upon whofe Reprefen-

tation, the Queen and Councel may be im-

powered ro hear and redrefs fuch Grievan-
ces,and oblige the Company from time to

time to take fuch Meafures, - as may give

all reafonzble Satisfaltion to the Planters.

‘Thefe-or'any other Expedients for the Ea-

couragernent and Satisfaétion of the Plan-
tations ought readily to be Embraced; and

s to be hoped ¢hat all Men of Temper

and Sound Judgment will Acquiefce there-

i 4+ et + ot b e BB b vl it

a 4. ‘That_

|

4. That there will be but onée Buyer, and
but one Freighter of almoft all our Produ-
&tions from America, and but one Seller of
all thofe Productions heré again, ‘after their
Arrival; ‘is a Falfe and Malicious ‘Sugge.
ftion: For it is owned in the Objeétion, that
the Plantations imploy near 1coo Sail of
Ships; and it is certain that the African-
Trade never yer Employ’d 106 Sail of
Ships; fo that if we Judge by the Propor-
tion of Shipping ; Its Manifelt an African-
Company can never Engrofs the Tenth Pare
of the Plantation Trade, and confequently
can never Command the Markets either
there, at Home, or in any other Part of
Eanrope; to the Prejudice of other Planters
and Merchants.  And whofoever will give

- himfelf the Trouble to compare the Num-

ber of Working-Slaves in the feveral Plan.
tations; - with the Annual Recruits whicl

may be thought Neceffary to fupply Mor-

tality ; or the Annual Produce and Returns
of the feveral Plantations, with the Pro-
duce and Returas of fuch Annual Recruits;
will find that no African-Company can cver

Engrofs one Tenth Part of the Plantation
Frade: 8o .that the mighty Arghments,
that on fuch a €ompany would depend the

Rife of Fall of our:Plagrationsy the Bal

By tance
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»lance of 'Ir'ade Abroad; the Increafe or De-
creafe of our Breed of Seamen, and Naval
Architefture, if meant in Prejudice of a
Company, are altogether Groundlefs and
Chimerical, and only crouded into the Ar-
gument, the better to Amufe and de\,ew

unwar y Readers. | -

Arg. III Qur Ameﬂars have fozwd it 45-
folzzte{y Neceffary to Lgy open-all the Trades that
have been Monopolized ,; [wch as the Canary,
Hamburgh, :Eaft- Counny Spanifh, Por-
rugal Itahan, and others, which have there-
by become wvery Extenfive.  And we have laid
open lately the Ruflia-Trade , which a few
Years fince, Implayed but Five or Six Ships a
Tear, but now fince if’s being open’d, above 100
6th.¢ a Tear. -~ And on the other Hand it
was. thought fit fome Tears ago to Erelt a
Greeqland Company, Exclafive to all others,

under the [pecionspretences now made ufe of for an

Lxclz;/;w African-Trade; But in Four or Five

Tears time, that C ompmy became Bankrupt ,

and the Pesfons ufually Inployed in- thar Trade

left our Country,  which s tlfereéy now Eyz-

zzrel/ loﬁ to z/m Nm‘zm. ey e

Anf This is fo far ﬁcm bemg ti‘ue, that
our Anceftors have always encourag’d the

cauymﬂ on diftant and hazardous Trades,

by

,_3
:‘_&

s

b umfed Iotetefts and Compame 5 morg
efpecxally wheie fach Trades could not;
with any certainty or fecurity, be carried
on in an-open way; witnefs the bzﬂ India
Trade, and this Afrzcm Trade ; the former
whereof was always carried on. by a Com-
pany, tillof late Years, that the Trade was
open’d and. divided by Authority of Par-
liament, upon which Enfued fuch Misfor.
tunes and Loffes; that all Parties, afterthe

had loft to the Natipnabovea MillionSter ling
were fain to Unite together into that which
is now called, The Vnited Company of Mer-
chants of Er}gland trading tothe Bat-Indies.
And ’tis hop'd, if any Argument be drawn

from otHer 'Irades, that this late Inftance
drawn from the Eaff-Iudia Trade, as bear-
ing a nearer refemblance to the Nature
,and Circumftance of the Afrzcm Trade,
than any: of thofe mention’d in the Obje i
on, will fufficiently demonftrate the necef-
fity of carrying on this Trade too, by a
Company with a]omtaf:tock But to fhew
the weaknefs of fuch Arguments drawn
from the Nature and Methodsof carrying
on other Trades. I’ Challenge all the Ad-
verfaries -of -a Company to (hew me any
other Country or Trade in the World, un-
der the like Circumftances with Ajrm, and
the Aﬁ*zmm Trade. - Is not the African
B 3 lxade,
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Trade, theroot and fupport of all the Plava;.-':)

tation Trade, as it fupplies them with la-
bouring Slaves? And does not the Coun-
try it felf abound with the richeft Trea-
fures and Mines of Gold in the World ?
Are nor the Natives a treacherous, barba-
rous and defencelefs People? And do not the
Hollanders claim a right to, and havethey
not ever endeavour’d to become the fole Ma-
fter’s of thofe rich Countries ? Is not their
part of the Trade carried on by a Com-
pany, and fupported and fecurd by nu-
merous Forts and Settlements ¢ And {hall
we be fo bewitch’d as to flight the Conlfi-
deration of fuch Important Affairs 2 Or is
it -prudent and advifeable to defpife-and
rejet all thole Means and Methods in
which they place their chief Confidence
and Security £ Is a Share and Interett in
the ineltimable Treafures and Mines of
Gold in Africa, and the Support and Pre.
ervation of many fair and flourifhing Co-
lonies and Plantations in America, a Matter
of fo little Impartance to this Nation, as
that they may be expos’d to the Mercy
and Pretenfionsof fa very powerfula Rival,
who greedily watches all Qpportunities to
~get the fole Poffeflion of ‘the former, and
to hedge in the fprings of all future Sup-

i
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plies from the latter ? Docs all, or any one’
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of thefe Cwcumftances agree with the Ham-

bftrg/],; Edﬂ-C onnt 7Yy Spﬂh!sz, .Pax‘tug;;g/@, IIZZ-’_@
lian, Ruffia, or Greenland Trades; Or 1s there.
any fhadow of Reafon, that bzcaufe they .
are openy' therefore the African Trade ought
to be fo too. Surely ‘he muft be blind

that does not fee, or firongly byafs’d by
Prejudice or Selfiintereft, that will notown
the difference.

- Avge IV It o5 alledg’d, that an Exclufive
Company is- contrary to .the Birth-right and
Liberty of -the Subject ; that the Out-Ports of
Great Britaio will be excladed from any (hare

of the Trade 5 and finally, that Juch an Efta-
blifbment would. be a direct breach of the Ar-

 Anfw. In anfwer to the firft part of the
Objection,; 1t - ought to be obferv’d, that
the ambiguity of the word Liberty has de-
ceiv’d many well meaning Perfons ; for if
by Liberty be meant #araral Liberry, it is
only another name for Anarchy and Confu-
fion, and in fuch a fenfe the Arguments
drawn from the Birth-right and Liberty
of the Subject, plead equally againft ‘alyl
the Corporations of Great Britain and a-
gainft all Orders and Piftinttions of Men,
as againft a Joint-Stock Conttitution ; which,
g R B 4 |



Aecured, but by fuch a Joint-Stock’ Con- ||

I hope no honeft Member of any Society
would “think of, without Horror and De-
teftation. But if by ‘Liberty, be meant.
a Civil Liberty, fuch as is molt agreeable to,
and beft adapred for promoting the Comn:
mon Inferelts of the whole Commuuity, then,
I humbly conceive the Advocates for a
Joine-8rock, are moft truly and fincerely .
defirous of fuch a Liberty.” For, if a new
Joint-Stock be fubferib’d, as large as the
‘T'rade can bear, and all and every of her
Majelty’s Subjets of Grear Britain and the
Plantations, who fhall or may be inclined
to trade to Africa, be admitted to {ubfcribe,
or buy what {hare of that Common-Stock
they think fit, and thereby be fet upon an
equal foot with all the reft of their fellow
Subjelts ; and entitled to a fhare of the
profits of the Trade, in propertion to
their refpeltive- Adventures: I confefs; T
can fee no reafon to furmife, that fuch a.
Conftitation would be in the leaft repug-
nant to the Civil Liberty of the Sub-
ject ; nay, I hope I have already made it
appear, that our Civil Rights:and Liber-
ty to the Trade carnot be preferved and:

S|
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-2, As to the Cafe of the Qut-Ports; the
Aflertion 1s Falfe, that they will be exclud-
ed from any Share of the Trade: For when
fo large a Stock fhall be imployed in the
African Trade, as that propofed in a Com-
pany; {ucha Company muft neceflarily,and
in regard of their own Intereft, make En-
quiry in all Parts of Greas-Britsin, what
forts of ManufaCtures every Shire or Coun~
ty. Produces; proper for the African-Trade ;
and in Proportion as the Counties or Shires
abound with fuch Manufaftures or Com-
modities, fo will the Refpettive adjacent
Ports. be 'more or lefs ‘frequented by Af-
rican Ships, 1n order to Tranfport them to
the Magazines in Africa, and bring thither
again the Returns of the Plantations. And
thus, tho’ the. Government and Dire&ion of
the Trade be confined to London, yetr will
the Influence and Benefit thereof, become
more Favourable ‘and Extenfive over all

- Partsof the United Kingdom, than can pof-

fibly happen in an Open Way. ~ And.if this
will not be admitted as Sufficient and Satif-
faGory, I anfwer further; that fince Bri-
ol already is, and Glgfcow may, become
a very Confiderable Out-Port for this"
Trade; the Parliament may, if they Pleafe,
Oblige an African-Company to Ship off An-
neally from each of thofe Ports, fuch a Pro-
St B e ™ portion
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portion of the Total Yearly Exportation;
as upon Mature Confideration, they fhall

think‘ﬁt.‘v‘,;

g | The La& Part of t‘h’e‘ ;Obje&ionj dm“}d.

from the Articles.of Union, is only made
ufe of, in hopes to byafs the Reprefentatives

of .North-Britain in Favour of an Open
For if" it be confidered that North-
Britain is now a Part of the United King-
~dom; That, by this Eftablithment, all the

Trade.

Merchants and Inhabitants of North-Britain
would have the fame Right and Title to
Trade upon, the Foot of the General Joynt-

Stock, " as the Merchants and Inhabitants

of England would have: And thatit is, and
always muft be in the Power of the Legi-

{lature, to make fuch Regulations and Re-
{tri¢tions in Matters of Trade, as may moft
conduce: to the: Prefervation and Improve-

ment thereof, and to:the General Good of the

- whole Kingdom: I fay,whofoever will impar-

tially confider thefe Things, muft acknow-
ledge that to. Eftablith an African-Company
for the better Carrying on and Improving

- the faid Trade, is not in the leaft Repug-

nant to the Articles of Union ; as fome evil

- Defigning Perfons would Infinuate.

- Thefe, as I conceive, are the moft mate-

vial ObjeCtions againit an African-Company;

il

to the Reader to-Betermine, = =~

I fhallonly in the laft Place humbly crave
leave to conclude with fome fhort Reflefti-
ons, on the Nature and Advantages of fuch an
African-Company as,with all Submiffion,I con-
cetve ought to be Eftablithed foi the Pre-

whither I bave fully Anfwered them, is lefe

i fervation and Improvement of the Trade.

As to the N ature of fueh;;a?Ccmpany I

i Conceive. .o

{ - 1, That all Perfons of al} Qualities, Sexs
1 es, and Ages in Great-Britain, and the
' Plantations ought to be Invited to partake
| of a fhareof the Trade. .~ = =

2. That Books-ought to be Opened,
1 and Subfcriptions taken for a General Joynt<
i Stock; and that the faid General Joynt-
4 Stock, Quick and Dead, ought.to Amount
1 togorgo0000d e

3 That the Com pan) beobhged tb Ex-

port ‘Annually to the Coaft of Africa in

Goeds and Marchandize to the Value of

| One Hundred Thoufand P,ounds’.‘ BT

- 4 -That‘, ';ith.je_, ;E Company bér obhgedtOEX- |
| pore Yeatly from Briffol, Glafeom, or any

; ‘other

»



And by fuch means they would always

potion of the faid rocodoili as the Parlia-

other Qut Port of Great-Britain, fuch

ment *fha‘ll ~ithi‘nk fie. o

~ As to the Advantages which will redound
to this Kingdom from' fuch a Conftitution ;
I {hall only Enumerate the Principal ones,
which I take to beas'follows, =

- 1. The Exports being 1o large and Cer-
tain, there will be more hands and - Ship-
ping Imployed at Home, and in the Trade

,;, -

for a Conitancy, ‘than yet has been, or ever

can be hoped forin an Open way. - |

2. The Forts and Se’fitlefnelats , on-the
Coalt of Africa would be Conftantly, and

Regularly Supply’d with all fores of proper

vendible Goods; whereby the Britifh-Factors

would always be enabled to fupply the

Inland-Traders, with fuch -Goods as - they
waat, and prevent their going to the Dussh
Factories to be furnifhed, |

3. The Forts and Settlements being thus

Conltantly., and “Regul‘amly=‘Su~pply"d,‘the" ~orjat leaft keep up, the Value of our own

Manufattures; fo that inftead of the Natives

Companies Fa&tors would” be' enabled: ¢g
ties of the Country at all times of the Year ;

have

- Purchafe Slaves, and the other Commodi-

RS —

ﬁ-ave great Numbers. of Slaves, and great

Quantities of Gold in Readinefs againft
the Arrival of Shipping, which would great-

ly Contribute to the Difpatch of Ships ,

and Prevent Mortality of Slaves.

| 4. The Forts and Settlements being"al\# |

ways Plentifully Stocked, with all forts of

Goods; the Companies Faltors, would have

a Conftant and Inexhaultible Fund to De-
fray all the Neceffary Charges of the feve-
ral Garrifens; to Repair the Prefent, and
to Build new Forts and Settlements, as the
Intecelt of Grear-Britain may from time to
time Require ; to Ballance the Power, and
Countermine the Underhand Praices. of
the Hollanders, and to Preferve, make and

Improve -Contralts, and Alliances with the

Natives, for the better Carrying on, and
Improvement:of_the-Trade.»\ S A

" 5 The Trade | 'beibg | Ca‘rif\ied on under

one Uniform Influence and Diretion, the
| Companies Fa@ors would be enabled to

Reduce the Prices of Slaves, and Advance,

putting the Drudgery upon us, and playing

‘that
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that of anotlier, to the great Difadvantage

6. Such a Company Eftablifted by A& ¢
of Parliaraent, would become fo Powerful,

and acquire fuch Reputation with the
Dutch, that they would heartily Joyn with

us, to Expel the Fresch from that Coaft, |

and to put a ftop to all the Trade, and

Commerce which they Drive With the Spz-

niards for Slaves, to the great Benefit and
Advantage of France: .

7. Such a Company Wwould be Able to
Difcover, and Work the Gold Mines of 4-
Jrica, which in a few Years might bring the
greateft acceffion of Wealth to this Crown,
and Kingdom. ~ .

8. :Such'a‘ Compmy will bé able to fupply
- the Spanifh Affciento with Slaves, and in re<

turn bring home their Gold and Silver ;

whereas if the Trade be laid Open; other,

Nations will entirely Engrofs that part of
the Spanifb-Weft-India Trade fromus;

9 Such

*9',’%
f%
of the Nation in General; we fhould then _
free the Trade from all thofe Inconveni-
encies, and be in a much better Capacity
to Contend with our other Eunropean Ris
- vals, o

g. Such a Company having the {ole Ma-
nagement of the Trade on the Coalt of 4-
| frica, and being able ro keep up the Pricesof
their Goods, to buy Slaves at reafonable
rates, and to give their Ships a Quick Dif-
patch, will thereby be inabled, and alfo
find it their Intereft to fupply the Plantations
with Slaves at more Moderate Rates, than
can otherwife with any Colour of Reafon be
Expetted. | =

10. The Colonies and Plantations being
i Regularly, and Plentifully Supplied with
| Slaves at Moderate Rates; the Planters
| will thereby be Enabled to Cultivate and
. Improve their Plantations much more than
¢ hitherto they have done; which will Pro-
4 portionally Increafe, and Improve the Trade
4 and Shipping of this Kingdom. B

4, Thefeare fome of the Advantages, which -
- would Manifeftly flow from a Joynt-Stock
Conftitution ; and I humbly Conceive that
they are of that Moment and Confequence,
| and Deferve fo much Regard and Confider-
ation, that [ need fay no more to Recom-

| mend, and Eaforce a fpeedy Settlement of

{ the dfrican Trade, =~~~

FINIS.

T g e . - [






