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 MERCHANTS of LONDON, &

"

during the.prefent war with Spain,.and the loffs fuftained
. from the enemy to increafe every day, had a general meet-
~ . ing upon- the occafion j, where
CeSn o to confider of a ]
the Parliament, A petition
and, being unanimoufly approved of at a fecond general meeting, was
sprefented to the Houife ofi Commons on'Wednefday, the 20t  of Januaty,
by the Right Honourable. Sir RoperT GopscHAL,  the Lord Mayor s
' A copy of which is as follows, -~ . S e e

To thé. anpurable t.hé,Con}mo_ns of G}’e&t Britainin bérliament aﬂ'emble'd} .

; fTZEHUMBLE PE’T;%“iéN"?y"\ the "ﬁbﬁr{l)b}g jl{leicbé}i‘s'anz Traders ;oj‘ '{be‘.

.

. “Gity of London, ir Bebalf iof themfeluves, and the Trade of thefe Kingdoms :

I SHEWETH,

Y ¢ l "FLAT ~ybui’ P_eﬁtibneis with the ﬁtxﬁéﬁ C_o’ﬁcefn hdve found théfn-

.- B felves under.the Neceflity of reprefenting to this Honourable Houfe,
-That the Navigation ‘and:Commerce ‘of thefe;Kingdoms have been con-
tinually expfed to the growing Lnfolénce of the Spanifs Privatecys, from
‘~the Commencement of .this juft -and’ neceffary War ;' that “during its’
. whole Progrefs and Continuance, notwithftanding the repeated Applica-

‘tions of the fuffering Merchants for Prote@tion and Redrefs, their Loffes = ||
~ and Misfortunes have.confiderably-increafed‘of late, to the Impoverithing = |

~of :many of his Majefty’s Subje®s, the great Detriment of  Trade in ge-

- wetal,, the'Diminution , of his Majefty’s Revenue, and the Dithonouriof

the Nation, - - = < - . e e S

. That upwards of 300 Ships and Veffels have been already taken, the
: or near the Britifb Channel and Soundings, antt
earried into St, ‘Sebaffiay,. and:other adjacent Forts 3 by which Numbers

a Committee was appointed |
proper: miethod' to lay their complaints before - |
was accordingly prepared by this Committee, -

al

HE merc}ihﬁ{:s ("f.vL"’nddﬁ, finding tﬁc_heéle&’of their trade,

‘.

- {3) -
' jefty? : éfal Subjedts: : . d.to. Want and

£ 'his Majefty’s' moft ufeéful Subjets: have: been- réduced nt
:fnp]xl'ifom:lenz; -or.compélled by inhuman Tredtment, ;ang ,defpaxgx:ng of
a Cartel for thie. Exchange :of . Prifoners, has{e -ir_)liﬂed:;npo the Se;:yxggof -
Spains ‘ ' ‘ ey

itios eheind, that moft of thefe Misfor- |
."That your Petitioners humbly appxehendx thag mo
tu‘r;l;s‘ l’;’li)éht have been. prevented;: confiderinig-the Weaknefs of. our Ene- .

iy at Sea;. had a few of his; Majefty’s ‘Sliips.of: War been.properly. fta-

tioned, and the Commanders. kept firiétly to. their Duty; a Negle&; -

J &2 : “as: t ra-Precedent of an A
which appears the more furprifing,  as there was:a:P € 1t of
"x%tgﬁrliggem inr1707; exprefsly made for thofe,,PurPo_fes, intitled, An
‘ H[?Ef}jﬁ:tbe.‘bettei‘iﬁchﬁhgr the Trade of this Kingdom by Cruizers and Convoys,. .-

. That by means of this:Negleét, and. the . many; valuable Prizes, the

Spardiards have ‘made,. they: have been encouraged and enabled to fit out

Narmb i fr ébaftian and, Bilbaoy “exclufive. of .
ich Numbers: of: Privateers: from S¢, .Selztzji:ar_zA and z Xl oF
gg‘xerf-Pért‘s,ﬂ as: to’render- the Navigation to -and from thefe Kingdoms;

ore'an us ;- and: that: the prefent great and un-

3 day more'and. moré dangerous ; and‘, that: th P! g -
‘ Z;&;ﬁ:’);te‘dyl?dvxfeﬁof the Enerny in the Medjterrancan: gives your Petitioners
feafon: fo apprehend,. that: their Trade is become: extremely precarious
fhithofe Parts, v 0 i T i e
f‘thh*a\t there have-been various,Neglects and Delays in the Appoint-
mént, and fending out-of-Convoys ;.and; that out:of thofe few, -which
have "beeh/g‘ramed:, fome. of-the Commanders: have paid ﬁ\)»ll}t,tl_e_; regard
€0 the Ships under their Care, .that they have deferted them' at Se‘a,i‘ ans?
left-them as a-Préy to thie Enemys - o o0 foiilo o
léfflftl?:gl};our Petg;ioners Humbly: beg: Lieave furthér to r,ep_refe_nt,-_ that
the Navigation to- and from- feveral of his-;MaJef’c.y;i"s. Colpmes'wha‘,s_i .Qi:en
‘peenmuch expofed to the Enemy; and;‘that many-Ships have beenitaken

in‘the Liizrican Seas by their Privatéers;y principally owing; as your Pe- = -

iohers humbly. prefume, to it ; ieht Number- of Ships, ot

itio mbly. prefume, ‘to a want of a fufficiebt. Number.of Ships, ’

. ;‘;ﬁﬁ;r‘;é&“cérg i}x)x.ifome:;f his Majefty’s Commanders ﬁag;one,d in th_o:ﬂ'._
P-‘Ql"'ts."f‘ ';' R S T PRI CN

T at many ) oLt .

pi’g’[,'::;?f tﬂe"i'r ableft: Hands‘out of the homeward bound- Ships, before

" they.had made the Land, or arrived-to a placeof Safety ; and out of the |

S AR o ution of: their Voyages. - -~ .
sutward-bound Ships in the Profecution of' their .
';o‘-lft;‘;f:t:y;.xrv}{’etitshers humbly. beg Leave . to, affure this Honour»a!ﬁev.
‘I"'-'Ib'ufé,- ‘that " thiey do not complain of -fuch‘Ca’p,tur-‘e's};1 as al:e the :;?i?;e ;

\ AR I\ ) P s en o one
Jonfequence:of a War, but of fuch onlyy as have be afion
2 lez’x%:r);niqof due Care for:the prote&tion of ‘.‘Tnja'd_e,A Whlel:l ~.has,. du;gng
tl?e whole War laboured: under an apparent»Nggl‘;dé)i zfmciD;i; egzzd f’u:ﬁ;
; ‘ever be i i heir paft Misfortunes, or futt
thall ‘they ever be induced, either by t e e Lo

" Apprehénfions, fo  far to forget their Duty to_his Majefty, and the L

gﬁg:\j;eae, as ot’nce‘td repine or murmur,at the prefent War with Spain,

which his Majefty, and thefe Kingdoms, are fo neceffarily engaged in,

‘and upon the vigorous Profécution of ‘which . the’ Intereft of the B‘rxt:?ﬂ.w‘”

Trade; and the Fregdom :of ‘Navigation: fq.ev'xdently depend, .-

el L T L e i P TR o .o bl Ho”g‘
. Your Petitioners therdfive moft bumbly pray, that this Hanwi;;ﬁf ﬁkﬁ :

will eafed to- tike the Promiffes into: tbe{r‘ Confideration, Juch
o ;frljrlv;‘;f )I;'u};/y‘ be_wiade for the futiire Protettion of  the 17 'f“fl,"’. fztnd-‘ .Z}Zz;;
" wigation of thefe. Kingdoms, as this Hénozzml)le Houfe,” in its great
L Wifdom, Spall_think’ fit, and tbat your
- themfelves, or Council thereupon, * ~.

Lt And your Petitioners,

iy

thps have iﬁeénxhroﬁ/ght— into. Da}lger by the arbitrary.ima -

Petitionerss may be_ beard by

ays";n,;D.ﬂél’~50ﬁ”{’;'./.b“11'?’”""’ ?’f“.?’ &as . \




)

" “The mefchants being appointed to be heard before a comittes of the- '
.. whole Houfe, on the 27th of January, the fubje&t matter of - the peti-

' tion ‘was then opened after the following manner by Mr. GLoveg;. ong
of the petitioning merchants, T Co

: ’Appéaf,‘fsir, in theﬁ behalf,"and by £11é'appbihtment of ‘the m'e;'ch‘awnts; ‘

of London; and am: one of: their body ;- who:have prefented to this
honourable houfe an humble petition, complaining -of many and heavy

loffes fuftained by the trade of thefe kingdoms from the privateers.of

Spain, occafiened by various negle@s and mifcondu&, .as fet forth in the

B feveral allegations of the petition, in fupport of which "their evidence is,

- now ready for an examination before this commiittec. .. . .

. But firft, Sir, Tam commiffioned by the merchants. to -give you an,

~ humble and-fincere affurance, ' that. they do not this day-appear at:your

e

~ bar, moved by a fpirit of general difcontent, or prompted by the intem-

perate ' zeal of fadtion ; it was not; Sir, a willingnéfs to. complain,, a,

© propenfity to' cenfure and cavil, .which have 'been the motives to-your

petitioners for this their folemn appeal to parliament for relief.; nor have
they been deluded ‘by a rafh inconfiderate levity to prefer indiferiminate
and frivolous complaints of their loffés, without allowing for that degree
of infecurity, which muft be the.fate of trade, . during aftate of hofti-

lity between nation and. nation.: Two years and upwards ‘have they
already with patience acquiefced under:a negle&, “and: indifference: to
their fufferings, frequently the only effe@s of théir,i.:jgf’c’applic,atiohs/ o
‘thofe,” from whom théy had réafon to hope for coynténance and redrefs. -
‘+ The true foundation of your petitioners -complaint, from whence 1.
now'begin, to which all our evidence will tend, "and where I thall recur

- to conclude at laft, refts upon one fingle ‘point : . The merchants appre- -

hend, ‘that they have ‘been excluded’ from that fhare of ' prote@ion, :to

- -which they are -entitled as members of . ‘the, community 3: that-they have

been deprived of that care, which is due from the public: and its.offi=,
cers’ to every individual,  more’ efpecially in:-times! of. wan. and danger,
for the.fecurity of their property,” and the defence of their perfons : : this
is the ground of your petitioners complaint 5:and it is this, which hath
brought to ‘your bar -the united reprefentations  from the merchants of
- London, ‘Briftol, ‘Leverpool, Glafgow, and other the-principal places of .
trade in'Great Britain @ body always confiderable, ever accuftomed fo
the favour and condefcending regard of this great; affembly, -but at.this -

. time, “a peculiar'obje@ of your jndulgence and attention, as they appear

and fuppliants for'your protection.” it e
Sir, I fhall pow proceed to explain the nature -and order of the evi-
dence, : which we fhall' produce in fuppott of ‘the feveral facts alledged
in'the petition, = . . oo T e e L
- :The particulars contained  in thepreamble are founded on the proof .
of the fubfeqient faés alledged ; and asthe various: applications of the

- before you diftinguifhed by uncommon hardfhips;, loadediwith grievances,

- fuffering merchants for protection and redrefs are interwoven . with every .

other part of the petition, I fhall not call any evidence to that head

feparately, that I may avoid, as much as poffible; giving the committee

LY PIRRE

the trouble of examining

any perfon more than once,

' That part of the petition, which féts forth the numberlof fhips and -
_ veflels taken by the enbmy, principally in or near, the Britifh "channel

and foundings,- and carried into the moft neighbouring ports of Spain,

~we fhall make good by the ¢vidence of .mafters ‘of ‘thips and paffengers
. fo tak‘en:, by letters from p/rifoners, and laftly, by the officers of affurance
_in this city, who fhemfglve§ have collefted the feveral. captures madé

oy

PN

\

e e

" their ufeful endeavours. - .

" neglet of trade in thofe parts. .

- and Commops of  this great metropolis. ..

sy

' by the Spaniards during this)war.. We fhall make ufe of the fame maf-

ters of thips, paffengers, and prifoners lgttgf;s;, to prove the encourage-
ment the enemy has received from our r.emlffnefs, .the(m‘ﬁzm‘be:" of pri-
vateers belonging to St. Sebaftian and Bilbao, the inhuman treatment.
of our captives in Spain, and what numbers hf'we come’ to t,he.kngw_ E
ledge of our witnefles of Englifh, who have enlifted in the ;}>anJQ1 fer-
vice by fea and land, compelled by ill'ufage, and defpairing of a cartel
for the exchange of prifoners. .The fame evidence will ferv'e to fhew,-
that the Spaniards themfelves have been cgnﬂgnt_ly defirous of g"cvartg]f
that, the intendant of the marine' at St. Sebaftian was always vefted
with a. power, to._ difcharge. our prifoners ; and by other particular-evi-

dence we will fet forth, what fteps have been taken by private perfons -

‘here, naturally, tending ‘to a general exchange of prifoners, ‘what has
been their fuccefs, and what encouragement has been given to thefe - -

Upon that part of the petition, which relates to the proper ftationing

~ of cruifers, I.fhall beg leave to refer the honourable ;m;nﬁeh:s"of the -
" committee to the confideration of a map delivered at your door. " I thalt

then humbly defire, that fome claufes may be read of an a& . of parlia-
ment_,'paffed,,ih_ 1707, entitled,’ An alt ﬂr‘ the better ﬁcu;:z‘ng: tl’f’ [;adg of .
thefe kingdoms by cruizers and conwoys 3 and we fhall conclude on this head
with a few obférvations on a lift of cruizers, and other papers. laid ‘by E
the proper officers before this honourable houfe.. " T T :
.. The delays and neglets in- the appointing, and:fending out convoys,
and of the, commandeérs employed  in “that fervice, will ;b“? madegood ,

by feveral confiderable merchants in thiscity. =
" We fhall likewife produce the moft eminent traders to Virginia and .
Carolina to -fuppoft that part of our petition, which meitions tlie

" And by the evidence of othier merchants, mafters of fhips, ’aﬁt‘ﬁgn;('

tic letters; declatations and protefts, .we fhall produce fuch inftances

of arbitrary. impreffing, as fhall appear to be the moft unprecedented

deviations from the methods_pradifed in’ all times, accompanied w1th

¢the moft 0penldcﬁance, ‘and’ uncommon violation of the law. - -:

" As to that ‘part of the petition, which exprefies  the merchants :i{fehfe’ :
of .the _‘pr'e.[é:n,t .war, I beg leave ;t‘o_b're‘fervq’_npyfgl‘f,: ‘-‘)n‘lzy " come t6 ©

“conclude. o7 T

il

- Several w;meﬁ"es were then - called, 'and various letters and’ papers = -

vead_ in fupport of the allegations in the petition, Afterfé,n heiring of
fix days, ‘at ‘different times, the whole ‘eviderice was fum’d up by the

fame Gentleman, who had opened, in the following manner ™ -+
T~ HE examination of the evidence is now ‘Completed, which hath
. B . been produced in.fupport-of the petition prefen,t;e;d‘.. to this Hon.
Houfe by the merchants of London, followed by the principal places of
_trade in Great Britain,. and patronized ' by the Lord M‘aygr;‘. \éldgrmeq,

- Sir, We have ‘heen treated with .an indylgence, and heard with an

attention equal .to the importance. of our caufe; and nothing now

" S e 3 y Sge . . Vo e 1‘ .
- yemain$g ‘but  to entreat-your further _favourf. while th.e .evidence ig col--.
‘ “ge&ed, togéther, -the obfervations made, - which the fubject fhall naturally

fuggeft,-and our firft propofition evinced, That the merchants of Great

Britain’ ‘have “been :excluded. from that fhare of prote&io'p, to which
‘they are entitled-as -members of the community, and deprived of that
.‘;; v, ._f"f‘;’ o : NN SRR R . : ,ygar?A .‘




e

we. produced no one maﬁer of fhlps, or-letter from

. months of March ot Aprxl and Novémber or Decé’mber

LI
(

cale, wlnch is due from the pubhck and its ofﬁcers to every lndmdual
more efpecxally in times of war aid danger, for the fecurity' of thexr

* property, ‘and the defence of their. perfons 3 to wluch by the exPlefs '
" command of the merchants, 1 am required to fubjoin, that they cannot

apprehend the ill treatment of them, ‘and the Britifh- trade to have' been’
the effe@ of . mere mattent;on or accxdcnt but of one umform and

continued defign.’ . " .. i

. As many gentlemen wnthm the Bar have made obfe1 vatnons thxough-
out the whole coutrfe of our evxdence, 1 fhall havé’ the Tefs occaﬁon to'
- be minute and circamftantial, - Upon ‘that’ head of the: petmon, whxch
relates to the number of captures; it’ ‘will' be fufﬁcxenl to'reifind you,
that one alegation, which fets forth the greater patt of 1l ee hundred
ﬂups to have been camed into th_e moﬁ adjacent pnits ‘of Spam, was
made good ‘by Capt. Robert White ; who' declared that one 'hiundred’
and feventy three veflels had been brought into Sc. S baman and Pore
Paﬂ‘age durmg the enghteen ionths “of his captlvﬁy in: Spam. ‘Capt,
Beft: was the, 24th prize taken by the Bn‘caya pri‘v‘éieer, Cap‘t Douglaé
was, the\ﬁfueth brought” to St. Sebaﬁxan, at tlie tiiie hé 'was carried in.’

We were; par. txcmaxly obhged to the gentlemen of tlie Royal Exchange

’ Aﬂ‘urance, who ordered their fecrcfary to attend’ feveral ddys,. aid ‘who'
- proved four and forty captures : 1" wifh the fam 1’ b

X faid of the
London Affurance, who - “upon’ the .application of the met 1ants refufed
to give them the leaft affiftance, "M, ‘Gay and Mr. Child, who keep
private offices of affurance; in effect prove.the wholé Tift of thtee Jhundyed
and thirty feven veffels, who being by their profe{ﬁon completely quah-

' fied to judge, -affir med. the lift to be corret, and agreeable 'to the beff -

intelligence : That one of them had paid at Ius ﬁngle officé twenty. two
thoufand pounds for loffes fuffamed by the Spamards and the other near
twelve thoufand ; and that befides . the two pubhck ofﬁces of ‘affurance
there were neat forty pnvate ones in this city, “Andto'this T muﬁ add,
prnfoners, that did
not prove many more captures befides their own, ' I w:l" beg leave to
obferve, that-the nymbet of captures is conﬁderably aug en ed towards
the latter part.of the lift, the _greater half having, been madé’ betWeen thd
L% P

\ It is reafonable to expe®, that the lift of elévén’ hundxedtmd forty |
fix fail taken by the French in the late war with that nation during thé
courfe of fome years, and delivered- in by the merchants in 1707, will
e- brought into compan{‘on with ours;-in Wthh cafe, T hope the _]uﬂ;
deduétions will: be made, that no: doffes- fpecxﬁecl in' that fift may’ bé"
compared .with ours, but what are- of a fimilar nature s Ours are inftan-
ces of captures by fingle prwateers ; and the greater half, which was
taken between the Months T juft mentioned, confifts of prnzés made by the
privateers ¢ of two towns in the | province of’ Bxfcay. From the lift of 1707

miuft be: dedu&ed thofe multxtudes of merchan théif fwept away at once; P
togetlier ‘with their convdys, by Wwhols fquadroris of Fretich men ‘of war,}
~or which were taken by fleets of ‘priviteers; or by pnvateers in conjuncs

tion with, and under the prote&ron of their men:of 'war, - A differénce
ﬂlould hkew1fe be made between a war on the Biitifly trade by the United
power of France'and Spain,” ‘and" the prefent, whichi in'effec has-béen
catiied of by the two towhs 6f St/ Sehaftian, and Bilbao,

prefent’ eriemy is excluded by- his fitadtion, from moleﬁmg in theleatt

- dégree all our navigation to Flanders, Holland; Geérmany; Poland;'Swel “ B
h den, Deénm

ark, Norway, Rufﬁa,, and the re{’c of the Balhc 3 MOLto fpeak”™
R . N of

“Itfhould furs
“thérbe conﬁdered that ‘the commerce aof Great: Britain: threughout the
" fdce.of the ocean, was an objed of prey -to the. Frotich, whereas thé |

(7)) L
of our fifheries, and that immenfe - nurfe of feamen, the coaf’cmg trade
from: London -to “Newecatftle, and up ito * Scotland, which-was: liable to’
perpetual interruptions in the late War 3 And be it remembered, that at
that time-we were engaged with an enemy, who contended: for the do-

minjon.of the fea, againft the combined forces of England and Holland, - .

After thefe conﬁderatxons, thefe jut deduétions and a]lowances, let the
comparifon ‘be made, :and it muft :appear:to -every impartial Judge, that
the negle&. of :trade in the. prefent‘War:far furpaﬂ"es the fame mxfcondu&
which was:the. fubjeét.of complaint inthe laft, = " - i - ‘
“This.may-be:further enforced:by. another argument, drawn from a fa&
aﬁ‘ented ‘by -many,of our. evidence, -and mchfputab]y true, the alteration
of: conduétgm the city of: Bxlbao, ‘whichnever before this-war.was known .
tocruize upon the Englith-trade, . This ﬂngulax moderanon you-have
heard:imputed’-to an. high pomt ‘ofvhonour in the”traders of that city, -
~or perhaps it might-be owing:to-a:tendernefs .for old correfpondentS,
with cwhom'.they had onée been ‘conneéted by the “ties -of - reciprocal
intereft, :and:by ‘a long intercourfs,. improved with time, and’ altemate
good offices, intoreal affeGion and: “friendfhip :. but whateverbe - the
caufe, therfaé is ‘inconteftible, - that: the people of Bxlbao conftantly. ab. ~
ftainedfrom iiviolence againft' the Enghfh :and ‘never confidered their
trade:as-an. obje& of fpoil . before. this war. - :To what new caufe then,
~ 8iry -muft be aferibed their -prefent. change-? Whence does- it proceed
that- their ibreaking:fo’ old: a. euftom; and ‘fupprefling - their ‘ancient be-
nevolence  to: thetEnglifh, :fhould- have -been  referved: for the’ pecuhar
difgrace -of ithefe times 2 _ Sir, it is owing- to- the- prefent unparalleled
negleét Jof ;the Englith: trade, a'‘negle®, which the merchants of Bil- .
bao percewecl to bei fo.much: greater. -than in all -preceeding wars, as
rendered the :allurements .of ‘gain” too- powerful for friendfhip, ot the
moﬂ: rromanticihonour: to withftand any ‘longer ;- they faw the Britifh
- {eas open: to -the:infults. of  5t,: Sebaﬁlan, and - that the wealth of Eng-
land .was: every .. day fuffered. to-be conveyed into-that inconfiderable
place ; -they  dawithe- immenfe advantage to be equally * within their
redch,-and’ yxelded 1o« the . irrefiftible- temptatwn of fharing with their
nelghbours in:thet eafy {poils of -the unproteéted Engh{h Tt is there-
_fore to ;our ‘own mifmanagement, ‘that we ‘fay jufily impute every
Jofs fuftained. from : the privateers .of-Bilbao, .which- hath now _]Oll'led its
forces with' 'thofe of St.:Sebaftian, .and together ‘with that place, encou-
‘raged by our .remiffnefs and ftrengthened by our-fpoils, makes up the
formidable number of privateers,. which the mafters of fhips theml'elves,
fomenme pnfoners in‘Spain, have made-appear at your bar. : '
-Another .inftance -of /neghgence, if it ‘merit {o gentle an appellatxon,
I ‘have next to:produce, not by.way of comparifon, for there is fearce: an °
“example-to match it in-any ¢ivilized:nation j:a wild.and unpolithed peo-
ple, ftrangers to govemment and the laws of humamty, mxght have been
-guilty of fuch a’ condud,. and :ftoed: excufed from their i ignorance- and
‘barbarifim : as»httle, -Sir, -as this- charaé’rer ‘may- relate - to us, we have
. <been: guilty of  a negle& fo: unprecedented Mo repugnant to the pradtice
-ef> nations, as-nothing can probatly -account.for, but an .inflexible refo~

-

lutwn to brmg -upon:trade-every 1magmable difficulty- from every quar-. "

*ter ¢ T mean,! Sir, :that- when ‘the enemy:had taken’ fuch effe€tual mea-
ifures, ‘asanfweredithe-eflential purpofes-of a cartel, when' they: had de-
~monftrated ‘this :their-good . inclination::by. the moft fubftantial proofs,

« there’ prevailed noththf’candmg in “England-fuch a fpirit of inhumanity,
~as fuffered sthofe:numbers - of -our -cotntrymen .made prifoners ‘byiithe -

. s.chance -of--war; - to'die expo{ed to want and mifery,: to infolence: and
veruelty\m the. dungeons of ; Spam. Nay by refufing-to. make good the

o o . . moﬁ )

s TR e

ikt e e




=

the number of-thirty~feven at one time, ;upon three mare, Forbes, Phile-
lips; and Warnér,: becoming, pledges. for sthe releafe of even a Iefs nums: .
ber 1 of :Spaniards -who. were .made prifoners .on . board.the;Stamboline,; -

moft : reafonable éﬁgagemt;bts,‘ “though a pproved “and:confirmed by the
fupreme powers in the kingdom, -fuch was this implacable fpirit,. that it-
laid even thofe, who taken in the merchant’s fervice, had obtained their

‘ : ST : S
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yen Lho! ) taken ! ! v . ‘when thatifhip jwas tretaken:; ,and, that:the; intendant at. Jerieth defi ed.
. freedom,: under the cruel neceflity, of. furrendering themfelves up: to the ‘Xohi”efiér'tinégh]is auth'E)rit 5 and, that: the intendant at length defiffed

enemy again, of leaving their.families and their country; and of making

the hard exehange of freedom for captivity a fecond time : by which

means the good intentions of the enemy, fo béneficial to both kingdorus, -

© 'were.entirely defeated, merély that a new diftrefs might be inflicted on
 trads,though purchafed with the lives and liberties- of ourbeft {ubjects.Sir,
it appears by our evidence, ‘that the.Spaniards had made fo wife.a difpo-
fition to facilitate an exchange of ‘prifoners, as nothing remained for-us
but to follow their example, which. muft in the: end have produced a. -
‘cartel.in forin, if:after all it had been neceffary 3 that every ‘other ftep;
which was taken unider the appearance of fettling a cartel'by the aid and
interpofition 'of France, was wandering wide from the mark directly -
in view, .was a vain. confumption of ‘time'; a delay, which could pro-
‘ceed from no other motives, but either a total inattention, or an ex- -
prefs defign of promoting -in every: fhapé that known;: that “original,
that favourite . plan of making the - merchants uneafy. with- the war,

- That there was always a great  officer -in ‘Bifcay, little lefs than
viceroy, in the ‘province, nephew: to; Don Sebaftian de la-Quadra, and
fliled  the: Intendant -of the Marine-; ~that this officer was conftantly
-vefted .with a plenary power to difcharge -the. Englifh- from - captivity
~without' any“’-vimmediat'g ‘intercourfe’ with Madrid ;:and: 'that. he eker-
cifed - this - authority without controul;or reprimand, even while’ the
souncil of war. and court.of admiralty were-differing about the form .
of a cartel. at. Madrid, ‘are fa&s, which the feveral mafters of, fhips,
fometimes -prifoners in Spain, have eftablithed at your bar. . ;.

. That far the greater part of the Englifh prifoners were under-the ju-
-rifdiction, and at the: difpofal of this officer, and muft have been.fo of

~.meceffity. during the whole war, is a fa&, which will appear undeniable
upon the leaft reflection.. Moft of the Englifh were taken in merchant~
-men, near,ror in the channel and foundings, and carried into. Port Paf-
Aage, St. Sebaftian, or Bilbao, and confequently muft have come. under -
‘the' command of this intendant of the marine in that province 3 :and by
the memorial prefented by David Crokat to the Lords. Juftices, that dif-
regarded ‘memorial - figned by feveral land-officers, among others,  who

. had been brought from-St. Auguftin, and by the evidence of Crokat him-

" felf,, who  came with- other. prifoners from the Havannah, it appears,

~ . that St. Sebaftian is a general.rendezvous, whither the Englifh are.con-

,veyed from the moft diftant_parts of the world :* confequently ‘ that far
~ :the/greateft number of our: prifoners muft of neceflity have been under -

Cblithedfad, oo oo
- .- That he fhewed the utmoft - willingnefs - to ‘promiote an exchange of
_ prifoners, that he made ufé of his ,power to difmifs-them with readinefs
- and alacrity, I'appeal to -all our evidence in general, who. fpoke-to the
-<aitel 5 and firft to Mr. Bell, the commiffioner of the fick and ‘wound-
.ed, - whom you heard declare, that at the Lc’omm‘encemel}t of the war our
~people were treated with humanity by .the Spaniards, were fet at liberty
- in confiderable numbers, and even received money to bear.the charge of
. their journey-through that country 3 I appeal, Sir, to. the feveral-cap-
. tains fo often referred to already, who all agreed. in various inftances of-
- Englifh-captives difcharged by the intendant, fome ‘on their bare obliga-

-the jurifdi€tion of this officer, I hope will be admitted as another efta~

* : tion to’ procure, the ‘difmiffion of ‘an ‘equal number of Spaniards from

-« England, -or t¢ furrender themfelves again prifoners.of war j ‘others, 1o
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; ‘ ity in favour of the Englith, merely from the,
(delays: and breachof faith;on our fide. w1 12 L N SO
i« Thus,. Sir,- itis-evident, .that the effe@, the fubftance of

~

tofollow: hisiexample, :to difmifs the Spaniards as faft astheir/intendapt ' ‘

' be:matter of controverf) v at,Madrid ;. .and mothing: remained for.us,  but.

.. diftharged theEnglifh 5:a very obvjous method; and even ‘recommeénded,

a.leaft; ftrongly. implied by : the' addrefs of .this . Houfe to his Majefty: ’

Feo. the gth, 1740, upon . the fubje. of ; argartel. .,And had: we, .Sir, "~ "

- rteleafed the. Spaniards withaut,, delay, ;andiwith.as Jittle hefitation, as
 they difcharged the:Englith, .not only:, the ;prifoners :in Bifcay;; wlic, I '

“hope, ;have . been ; demonfirated. to (be:farithe greater part.of the'whole - .-

» number taken.in.;thisiwar, ywould have;proqured; thein liberty i5ibutyas.
St.;:Sebaftian would inaturally.have beei confidered: in.Spain as.the chan-
-nel forsan“exchangeiof: prifonefs, ‘it is -reafonable. to: fuppofe,. that; prifo~
ners,in-other provinces would have:been conduéted. thither, which,would
. have.coft, the Spanjards~ no -more : trouble;,than, when irritated., with
our:brgach of faith, -they caufed. the Englifh, to. 'march ‘fromthence,to . -
remotes places, oy T A SRR
«Thus, Sir, it appears, that ithe effet.of a.cartel:was,always within
our:reach at. St.: Sebaftian ; ‘an obvious method, -which at leaft might
. have.been; put;in;practice,. till :a  cartel: were jeftablithed -in form,and
[it.is; more than, probable,’ that. the. fotm, .if.fourid. to. be . neceffary at
4ll, .would. have_.naturally ‘followed ; the:Tubftance, .in. confequence of
fo. conftant. an. intercourfe with .the Spaniards.in:exchanging prifoners
dire@tly ;with - the  intendant,: by .which.means; the;trouble might have =
- been-fpared . of; going..reund- by-the way. of/Paris, -to procure, the cartel .
‘. from, Madrid ;. a;delay .confiderably . exceeding. two; years already,, and
attended; in.the mean time .with-the lofs.of thoufands of his Majefty’s

CRrear o

‘moft ufeful:Subjedts. . .

PR D TR e g L
N - -Having: now fet:forth the. meafures.taken by -the gnemy.-for, an, ex- -

. ¢hiangeof prifoners, it:will -not be improper. to, fhew,. what return
* ‘were made: from :England. ;. the whole;amount of ;. which, has -been’

' trifling and. delay, difcouraging, difappeinting,;and provoking: the ene-

. Wy, checking . and -difcountenancing:;the : good, :offices . of. private.pere
- fons, who had ;a&ually formed a correfpondence. to promote; the , ex-
change of; prifoners with.a.very confiderable, perfon.at St..Sebaftian,fa
' therfin-law to this very invtendan‘t, and one of wh_q{e]_'c;fegs 'inti-ma'éigg :
the warmeft; zeal :to.. forward {0 good a,work;’, was i¢ad by- M=, '
' da Cofta-the firft day he appeared at youpbari; . .. . AP P
- The', firft -inftance . of -tardinefs .on the;fide  of England, .was de-
- ferring: to fend;away the Spanjards.fakenon board the,;Stamboline,
- till-the: end; of; January,. as, you were, informed by. Mr..,Bell, himfglf 5
- Whereas the; thirty-feven. Englith -were_ difmiffed from:St .. Sebaftian, in, -
- the;.month. -of .April 1 preceding; . a:delay.ion ‘our part: of ymear, tea
months, vl gL '
1'The;next.inftance i;

- A

A L R T S L R R R F) ST I CRLE
gqually:flagrang ;,you.theard from Mr.;Maurice .

Barrow,; agent; for/Capt.” Maxey,  fet at Jiberty. with twomore from,St. " -
- Sebaftian’in April, how many months he’ was “foliciting-the.admiraley -

kS

" and:feeretary’s-office [in vain,.to, procure the releafe ¢
. -of Spaniards ;,thaton hinting: his fears, to: the fecre offi
- {ummoned to thg har.of this:houfe upon, the affair,. hie;iatlagt

K

. , i cartel per-
< petually;refided . in. this, officer at:St..Sebaftiany: though the form,might.
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“ that the order was countermanded,

(10)

' wwhat had coft him- exght month’s fruitlefs felhcxtanon before, an order

for their dlfcharge, which was  tranfmitted to him on the very day, the
merchants petition was prefented to this houfe : a demonttration, that

~there was always a powel to dxfcharge them, and that the mclmatnon

only was wanting,”

-1 fhall trouble you, Su‘, but wrth otie mﬂance more, the moft ex-
traordinary,in this whole. -proceeding. ° Auftin and Car ter; two captams
of merchant-men, were fet at hberty by the intendant of the marine at
St, " Sebaftian, who' required ‘in return, - two brothers named Scarza,
captam and: licutenant of a Spanifh privateer. - It muft be left with the
comimittee to” determme, whether this demand was wnreafonable in the
intendant; and whether two captains of Englifl. merchant-men are not

‘an equivalent for twoSpamﬁl fithermen,who had taken courage from our’

negleéls, to. affume the  title "of captain and ﬁeutenant, and had been’
enabled by our plunder to ftep from a fithing-bark inte a privateer, Mr,"
Da Cofta underiook to “follicit the releafe of thefe two Spaniards, and

ﬂndmg fome perfons of very great influence to'be in the country at that .

time, was forced to: trouble the Lords Juftices withrhis apphcanon, who':

* were  no fooner apprifed of ‘the whole tranfaction, but with the wtmoft:

readmefs and difpateh, they commanded the Jords of - the admiralty to
iffue out an”erder for the. rekafe of thefe two Scarzas, to the commifiic
oners of fick- and ‘wourided, -*Mr, Da’ Cofta’ being informed of this

proceedmg immediately, fent advice of the order for enlar ging the two' -
* $carzas to his correfpondent’at, St. Sebaftian, who was no lefs’ than fa-’

ther-in-law . to the intendant, ~ Not many days after he receives a - vifit
from our commiffary of the Spamﬂx prifoners at Portfmouth, that i is,
‘Sir, from the perfon, whofe place depends on detaining - them in Eng-
land.' He makes a propofal to Da ‘Gofta, to adulterate the order’ from

- the admiralty, and- inftead of one of the Scarzas to infert another per-

fon ; this Mr, Da Coftarefufed, and in a few hours after was‘informed,
Under the utmoft: furpnze at. the
news, he haftens :to the admualt)} ‘the fecretary’s-office, and the re-

~gency, and ' could not ‘learn, that any one of thofe offices knew of

this councermandmg order, - Soon after he receives 'a fecond vifit

: from the commiffary, who renews lis former propofal, and ﬁrengthens

it with an offer of fifty" pounds, this was likewife rejeted ;” and Mr.
Da Cofta dedlared at your -bar, - that had he ‘confented to fo 1rregular
a progeeding, ‘as- altering " the -admiralty’s ‘erder, and accepted of this
bribe, he verily believed, the ufe intended te be made of both was te
have: diferedited . him fo ‘far - both" here. and in Spain, as to- ‘render

‘ineffe@tual any. further a:temprs, he mxght make to i‘acxhtate the exe

change ‘of “prifoners.”

To unravel the -fecrets of thrs myﬂenous tranfa&non, and d»{’cover
by whofe authouty the “order for releafing  the two Scarzas was
countermanded, Mr. Bell commrﬂioner of the fick and wounded, was

) ﬁxmmoned toyour bar ;: who: took: the whole upen: himfelf, aﬂ‘ertmg,
" that when he- received the order for their difcharge, he- xmmedlatelyr

reprefented” againft’ thém,as being daring privateers, which he ground-

- ed partxpularly on “the defence’ they made with great guns and fmall

arms, as_he had been informed by the commander of the Rupert,
‘who took-them; but this he: abfolutely recanted the fecond time- ke

appeaied: at your bar, bemg a(ked when he laﬁ; faw thefommandet .

of the Rupért, ° B
. This - parucular, therefore, bemg removed all other ground Qf hls
reprefentauon refied on a mere fpeculative, political point, whether

,{_x!;vgeneaal rt -is propc: to exchangc the ofﬁcers of privateers for =

captaxns

) telmanded

(1r)

captams of ‘merchant- men. And can it be fuppofed that dze onc’e
juttices, ‘and the lords of. the’ admlralty, could want the aﬁi‘hnce
and advice of M. Bell, to judge properly of fuch a point as this ?
Had thxs been the . real objetion, it muf’c be pxefumed, that jt would
have occurred  to .them; before they r:aufed the grder-. to he 1ﬂ‘ued::
out,. Another material citcumftance muft not .be omltted 3 though Mr,

Bell aﬂ‘el ts, that he reprefénted againft thefe, two Spamards, as foon as .

he recerved the order for their releafe, he. acknowledges at the fame |

txme, that lie immediately fent for Mr.Da Coﬁa, who came with Auftin .,
and Carter, told. him, they were the . two captams releafed ag'unf’t the | -
" two Scarzas, and with great' dxfﬁculty diffuaded Mr, Bell from fendmg .

thé order down to Portfimouth by that night’s poft ; and that day was,:
proved on all fides by Mr. Bell, Mr. Magnus-the merchant, ‘Mr, Da
Cofta, Captain Aufkin, and Carter, to be Friday the eighteenth of Se»,,;.Lr

tember, - Sir, T am not going to take up. your time ‘with dates, ‘and. > SN
-hauft your patience’ once more ; . there is but one, which I.muft beg

leave to infift on. The three laft menuoned perfons, Da Cofta, Auﬁm‘, .
and.Carter, poﬁtwely affirmed, that on the Tluufday fallowing, thati i85y,
the twenty-fourth. of September, they” were. aga)n at Mr, Bell's offics, .
who. told them, the order was then actually gone down; wlnch was»
conﬁrmed by a letter from"a perfon at Portfmouth,® who had been

wrote to by .that very Frrday s poft, to provide a veffel to, convey 2
. the prifoners from thence, and whofe letter, dated the twenty—ﬁfth .

was produced at your bar, mentioning the order to be come down

for the xeleafe of .the two Scarzas by name ¢ and notwrthf’candmg"f_

this, the fecond order countermanding- their difcharge is dated, or an= .

tcdate(i, .Sir, as of the very eighteenth, the Friday, when Mr. Bell -
was fo. prefling to fend, down the firft by that night’s . poft for - their.
.rmmedxate difcharge, Upon'the whole, Sir,. it is_ fcarce poiﬁble, that:

the date of the countermandmg order can be genume s.and let e

Bumbly defire you, Sir, to recolleét, who were the perfons particu= -

tarly mentroned at your bar to have, been’ out of town, when the:
firtt order of releafe ‘was fo: eafily ‘obtained, and who was far—d to
be' returned from ' the country, before that order was really ; coun-

this tranfaction : Sir, is it poﬁ‘)ble to imagine,.that a per(‘on in M,
Bell’s fituation, from _any motives of his own, or.on. a.meer. fpecu-_

fative, political point, whether it is fit to exchange officers of . pri-

vateers for captains of .merchant- fhxps, wouild have taken upon hlm-:
felf . to reprefent againft an order of the, admrralty, iffued out with the '
Iolemmty of ‘a command from the. fupreme powers in the kmgdam 2
Sir, he undoubtedly ated by due&ron, a direction which could proceed:
from that quarter only, where it is motorious, that favour:te plzm took
birth, of making the merchants by every means pofiible, weary of the,
war; and this. will appear the more evrdent, as we are now come’ to.
that part of the argument, which will evince what real dxﬁrefs muft,
fall upon trade from the ﬁngle cncumﬁance of embarafﬁng the 2

_change of prifoners, . -

It has already been obferved that moﬁ o£ our captwes in Spam
are failors, - taken in the merchants fervrce. It is the failor, who
is the.life  of  trade; wnhout him the {kill df the merchant, the

beauty and cheapnefe of the manufature, and the quantity of fhip~
~ sping are ufelefs -and vain. - In the beft-conduéted war, a- fearcity . of

feamen is unavordable 3 therefme the l\eepmg of our mafters of thips,
and fuch ,numbers of qmariners in the enemy 5 power dutmg thxs inevits
: ‘B2 A ST stk

Upon the whole, Sir, it .is fubmitted to you, whether,_
sthere is. not - fomethmg extremely dark and myﬁerrous contained in



~irour ¢omplaints.” +

" ablé fearcity of hands; wWas throling ‘2 new difficulty on- trade, perliaps

with-all-its confequences' the gréateft poffible, and at once accoun:s for {6

- ungfual a progédird: for While his' Majefty ‘employs fo: many hands for

the neceffities of the* g’o’?&xj’x“t’}.éﬂf;ﬁfof‘fa'r' as'this fcheme’ of - keeping the
rémiinder in'the éhemies’ p8Wer edn’ be exténded; ‘tridde in proportién '
ift be put to'a fand, - Lét' géntlemen cotpute,” hiow' many feamgn’

~will be' Yequifite' to navigate’ three. hunidred and thirty-feven veflels ; they
*will aibunt t6 fevéral thofinds; the greateft part of which are in’'ail

probability dead with hardffiip, or ‘enlifted in ¢he Spanifli fervice, and
- péihap¥forever loft to this Kingdom ;°a lofs meré fatal, more national,

thia thie'value of all thofe thips and cargoes, Which have -founded fo high'

- YPhefé 1offés, meétely as fuch, though fothe rerchiants may héve béen
ufone, yét indepenidént of a national confidération aré-the leaft part of

ot¥Complairits, which” Wiérits youir “atterition: = Nay ‘the'Britith Senate
h#d'condefeindéd benédth its dignity in devoting fik days of its’ timé to

* theBdre misfortunes ‘or 'éVen ruin of 4 few individuals; - A’ mérchant -

finkingln the great curtent bf trade’ occafions no.moré alteration to the

whole; thati the dropping of 4 pebble through d'deep’ firedin: - while'it
. i¢ paffing to' thé botton, it diftnités for a moment, and diforders a° few

[ SR T A

particles of the whole Hidf$, - which inftintanieoufly ‘fetovers “its formier”

Riite, and proceéds on its colitfe-to al! appearahée nintértupted andun-
-chaniged as before.  The lofs 'of fhips and their ladings, hbwever valuable,®

afe eafily ‘tepair'd: thefe dre the friatetials of trade,. dnd in a great:coh="
mércial nation "are always in readinéfs ; the manufiurer {6on furnithes

new Cdrgoes, and frefh veéfiél§ are as quickly provided' to'receive thetn,

‘But'the'lofs of the féaman is rot' fo immedidtely repair’d; that gailant

~and dfefuil {ubjed is not rehdet’d: the fupport’ of trade, the bulwark of

his country, and- the tetrot of lier etiémies; but by length of time and ex-

-perierice, * Let geiitlemen’once nioré compute how niany- thoufands of
prifoners wiiift have Been taken By the enemy durifig this war'; - to thig

Iét theim add the melanchioly confideration, that thefe are Britith failors,
ahd thegredteft part of them fot want of a cartel; either through négle&t

»'o"r d‘é'ﬁ"gﬁ; for ever loft i:,b’vt_hi.é" cotintry. *How hard i§ the r'n_,erch’ant"'s'lot‘!
it i§ 'Be, " and his fervice, which “forms the fea-man ;"itis he who fur-
* nifh¢s ‘Him to . thie public’; “fifty thoufand and “upwards “of thefe brave,

- thefé ufeful méhn, Has the trade fupplied during this war, * 8ir, T will reac

dily allow, " that there aré ‘iiahy objeéts of greater concerh to the frate,

- than theé bare defence of trade ; the equipping of fleets, the undertaking

important: expeditions;” thé attempting confiderable ¢onquefts, - and the

coftehding " for victory are all'of an higher and more national import ; -

: »‘:,"’eét_'fui*"el'y',' Sir, they, Who {6 1afgely - contribute to' thefé ‘great purpofes ;

i they; who-furhifh fo large a proportion of the publi¢ defence and fupport,
- aft ‘entitled to' forvie fmall ‘fhate of the public ‘prétedion : at leaft, Sir,

i - they cannot’déferve the mortification of feeing theitt failots. lie negleced
i‘h"qét’gti"’f}ty,' or taking arth§ againit them, and affifting the enemy :. nor -
5; ean'the] Britith fehmbh déferve to perith thus miférably in jail, loft: to
thieir afflickéd and Raivinig faiilies, or be rediced by defpair to the hard

i neceflity . of ferving the Sprniards againft their old aftei's, and againft
. theil¢oihtry, . And, that there is fcarce a privateer fitted dut from Spain,
i bidt has Tomle Eniglith priforiers 'on board; miore'or lefs, and that ‘this has

i Been thie Effect of inhumah tréatment, and defpair of their freedom, has

: béén proved by the {everil mafters of fhips fo often referred to-alteady.
- But the barbarous ufage of the Englith may by fome be entirely ime
‘ puted o ‘the charatter and'tetmiper of the” Spaniards 3 that they avé a

i erticl ehemy wore Will difpute ;' bur, Sir, T it ‘beg your permitiion-to
i R T ~ ‘mention
. i
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mention two particulars, which:will: fet forth what. Keennefs has:been .

thewn on our. fide, to make the-moft ofithis favage difpofition;:and: to.in~

- creafe and fharpen their native cruelty ' againft' thofe unRappy..feamen,’

who were’ taken in-the fervice' of ' tradé: . When the: intendant.of the

+ marine at St. Sabaftian was exafperated with our delays: and: breach of

faith, 'and refus’d to difmifs any more of the Englifhi, .the armadores; : or
petfons interefted inl the privateers; finding the number:of ‘prifoners: in%
creafing: daily upon their hands, whom by their Iaws they:were: obliged:

_to maintain at their' own charge,and finding the intendant would: fee -

. ounitry to Pampelona and Saragofia,. ‘where, ‘their hard ufage incrgaging,

- no more - at-liberty; difcourag’d and provok’d: at tour (conduét; ‘which

plainly fhew’d an -averfion to exchange prifonets with them,: they i were
at laft under ‘a néceflity of ‘petitioning ‘their king:to take: 'the « Englifly
into his own: cuftody ;: which-occafion’d: their removal:higher-up the

-fach numbers were compelled: to enter into the fervice'of Spain;” - This

“wilful delays and breach of faith, ...

misfortune' may juftly and folely be’ attributed to our:own’ triflifig;ous

. [ I ?‘.’?-.'-"(7-‘, A
+ Another caufe of their -iffolent behaviour ito .our ‘captives !is 'of! an
Mgher nature; but what neteffarily: ‘appears’ from! ‘our:.evidence, *and
manifeftly ‘proceeds from our -own-management, *Every nation, Wwhich

In'time of war renders itfelf -formidable by*the vigour: ‘O rits theafiires,

- will fecure: aigood treatmeént: for its captive fubjeés, ‘in proportiofiras it.

exerts its ftrength, and puts itfelf into a’condition" of réturning and

_amply revenging any’ill ufage or cruelty,’the enemy may pradife.: : You
- have heard from’féveral mafters of .fhips, who had paft ‘arconfiderable

time at St, Sebaftian;* how eafy-they efteem the attempt-of ‘laying that

town in-afhes, or‘at leaft of making its harbour ufelefs, only by finking .

-'two old fly-boats in the entrance, ‘which*is narrow,' 4nd no more than

four fathom and a half deep at low-yvater:: - You -heard - from tlie fame

“evidence, what continual- alarms +the Spaniards’ were under:from the -
- appearance of Captain Ambrofe. off that'coaft with “a’ fingle fifty-gun
“dhip; that they haled" their ‘privateers’ on ‘fhore, unrigged. them, for-

bore putting“to-fea' for fix weeks, and that - the firft," which'went out

- ‘after his departure, could procure but little more than half ‘her compli-

ment of men’; that-one night the accidental firing of guns'from one of

" their own fhips in diftrefs; put the ‘governor, the garrifon; and the .
whole town ‘into a- general confternation; apprehending deftru@ion te

be “at' harid with the navy of England, f’-'They;'feafed,’f'tSir,-’what’w‘e
could never hope 5 nor will I prefume to ‘affert, how far it'was ever

- pra@icable to have' taken St, Sebaftian's but thus muchi may be fafely

affirmed,” it'was always in - our’ power ‘to: have incteafed - the 'dread,
thefe people feem fo naturally to have: conceived of us 3 they miglit have

feen for ‘once the Englith flag flying before “their harbour ;' the bare ~

attenipt againft them, the burning a’few'of their houfés,” might have
‘made fo' miich advantage 'of their fears; “as~to have -fécured s more
humdne treatment of our prifonets. *'On the contrary,, ‘when ‘they were

~eonvinced of - our-moderation ' and ‘forbeirance, ‘which- for"two iyears

- -and they found ‘themfelves at” leifure, f}md in quiet - to “winton'uncon- "

:together had avoided to brirg upon tliem ‘thofe'calamities;they dréaded
fo:much; when :they -perceived - théit own fears' to be"as vain“as the

‘Englifh hopés, that any attempt’ would “be made upon'St. Sebaftian,

‘their unchaftifed infolence increafed, asaheir-apprehénfions diminithed ;

troled in the mifery of  their Britifh captives, ~ =

- Sir, upon that head of our petition 'rélating to ‘the proper fations of

“eruifers, it will be fufficient to remingd the Committee of  the many maf-
‘ters. of fhips; who all’ coficurfed -in declaring, ‘that-in their Aeveral
R S : ' 6 IR voyages
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" on no other fervice but 1mpreﬁing, fuch as were fiationed off Leith in
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voyiges: they had never feen one Engleh man’ of war upon . the cruife, .

though! fome, had- paffed twice; fome fix times, fome eight, fome ten
times: durmg'thxs war in and out of the. cl:annel fome detained for

- many-days in the chops of ‘it, while the wind was tan to bring the men

of ‘war. .out, . and the :weather moderate ; as David Crokat, for mﬁance,

+ who, - coming. froxp the Havannal in a Spanifh veflel, lay beating fixteen

‘days: togéther; and Captain' Allen: twenty-eight, * In fine, they all de-
¢lared,: they had..feen no Englith man of war upon the cruife. = I fhall
~therefore proceed to trouble the. Committee with fome obfervations on
the lifts of . cruifers lajd before the houfe. by the proper officers ;. the firft

comwmencing:.ati the. declaration of war, and continued: to the end of .
WDecember 17401 though I +hall not take up much of your time upon
this rhcad,, but',rather: offer my obfervations,- as matter of . form, ‘ fince -

the papers weré admitted in, evidence' efpecmlly as there ate fo many

gentlemen within-the, bar more converfant with naval affairs, and. bet- -

ter qualified: than. myfelf, who will be able to convince. .you,, that . the
ﬁronge& evidence of neglect is contained in ' the feveral papers delivered
in, from the. admiralty. - I-will fifft beg leave to obferve,. that it was

exght months from the declamnon of: ‘war, as appears, by this lift, before

any: fhip:was ftationed off Cape Clate in Ireland, which you heard from

the feveral fea: faung perfons at your bar to be conﬁdered as a vefy ime
portant.fation,. «Sir, the Panther .is ordered on the 14th of. June 1740,

to cruife: thirty or forty. leagues to the weﬁward of, Scilly, and fome-

leifure-out: of -the twenty-feven days,” he continued. on that cruife, - Sir,
it was.ning months from the declaration.of war before any fhip was. fta-

" ziéned off St.. Sebaftian, - The next par ticular, which nierits your notice
“in -this, Jitt .of cxmfens, is-the extraordmary contrivance: to .fwell - the’

* times off Cape Clare ; that is; Sir, as often as the commander could find

aumber, by, m(ertmg with greéat form veflels, which could be employed o

Scotland, . Whitehayen in Cumberland, Leverpool in Lanca{hxre,,and

Yaxmou:h in.Norfolk, places where no privateer is ever-feen. - : Not, Sir,
“that.we_complain. of imprefling in-general, -as fhall be ‘more dxﬁm&ly

explamed when I come tq that head ; yet, ‘Sir, to rank thefe prefling

veflels .in - the fame 1ift with- thofe, who. are fuppofed to be employed

unjuftifiable artifice to fwell the number of -cruifers.” There is a fecond

Iift, Sir, or rather a continuation’ of this to December 1741, Permit

me, Sir, to befpeak- your attention: to the paper, 1 have in_ my hand,

and be pleafed to carry ,t,hevna_tqle,of it in: your thoughts : it is a'lift of
“fhips' employed to cruife; againft privateers, I am now come to that

part, where a powerful fleet, commanded by two admirals, fuppofed to

“be fent oug on-the important concerns of three, kingdoms; whofe. expec- -
“tatiohs were fixed on fome fudden and great event, is yet thhout ﬂlame_
" fet down in this lift as cruifers agam{t the privateers of a Spanifh fithing-

_town. . Sir, if’this fleet, confifting of no .lefs. than- the. Vidtory, - the
Royal. Sovereign; and other the principal ﬂnps in ‘the Britith navy, were
zeally deftined to annoy privateers, and for that. fingle purpofe, as ap-
pears. by this paper; was trufted to fea in the month of  November, a

‘feafon when fhips of :that fize were. fcarco ever feen aupon -the; ocean, -
" fince the being of the royal navy ; and xf this is ta be confidered as an -
. mﬂance of concern for. trade, there-is not a merchant; who will dare
to make the leaft - thadow of an acknowledgment for fuch a procedure,
unlel’s he -means to forfeit the chara&er of an Englithman, Letters have
“been’. pxoduced in our evidence, - intimating the contempt, - “which our
mfolent nexghbonrs, the French, have thrown on the condu& oé Great = .
o . ritaing - -

- againft the eneiny’s privateers for the defence of trade, is fmely a very -

(-fsl

Btitaing Sir,” in'what ‘manner would thxs expedmon have been trenwd

in whit light confidered by-all the nations of Europe, as ‘well s by :

I‘anland Scotland, and Ireland, could it have been forefeen at the‘ume,

- when our firft ‘and fccond-rate men of “war were fitted  out with fo
pompous a preparation; ‘and. put to, fea with fuch vaf} eXpe&atxons? that -
~ they would have been given in'at lat to the Houfe of Commaons under

the txtle and pretence ‘of crmfcrs ks fay, Su‘, pretence of cru;fers § for

wh}le they were at {éa; the enemy made ‘the greateﬂ; havock w1th our -
trade : ' the loffes fuftained in‘the months of’ Septcmber, O&ober, "and

November, were the firft. foundation’ of our pétition to this Houfe; and
had the number ‘of hands;’ Fequifite’ to man one firft-rate fhip of war been’
diftributed among {maller veffels, ‘and thofe properly- ftationed, the mer-

¢hants would ‘have ‘obtained all thé fecurity they-could deﬁre, and would} .

never have troubled this houfe ‘with the leaft complaint. - ,
-§ir, it further appears by this'lift,’ that’ the admxralty reckon evexy
ﬂnp to be out on a-cruife from the time fhe'is firft' ferit upon the ﬁatxon,

till “fheis ordered off to fome- other: ferwce, without allowmg for them'

* frequently qutttmg their ftation in the interval, and’ retirifig into port.

. What' truft’ is' to' be repofed in- this lift ' may be dnfcovered by the ¢om- *
r‘du& of the Kingfton, which failed from” Plymouth thé 2 6th of February, -

- got. fafe to Corke the ‘t4th: of March, fet fail from‘thence the joth, and
arrived. fafe at Lifbon the x4,tl1 of Apnl ; andthis ﬂnp notwithftanding
is fet down ‘in'dué form as a cruifer” for fix weeks 'in" the Soundings.:
The fecond time the Kingfton was out, 'it’ appears, by the cammander s

- own letter to "Mr, Cotbet of the2ath of September Iaft, “thdt he received

.eruifing ‘ordérs-from Captain Ambrofe on'the 4th of that month, left hxs

“fation the 7th, and foon after arrived fafe to Lifbod oncg more, ' ‘But as.

we have been’ deprived of the evidence; we expeé‘ted from the’ Captam §
journals,, which” nothth&andxrg the- order of: this houfe have not béen -
- Iaid upon the rable, it is ilnpoffible to difcover; what other fallacies’ may .

lie concealed in 'this lift; 'though from: this’ ‘tardinefs, ‘T hope, i'may
. faxrly take. the adv:mtage of obferving, ‘that the keeping back the Cap-
tain‘s ;ournals, ‘and other material,papers, fo long after they were_called
for, feems to be ‘a tacit admiffion, that they contain fome evxdence, which
is unwilling to'fee ‘the day, and that our:accufdtions are juft, and well
founded. - Upon the whole it is evident, froln the face of this lift, that
there have fcarce been more than two thips at a time cruifing in the
Soundings, and thiey often but for a few. days, frequently no more’ than

one fhip, and fometimes none at all :“and that ‘the admiralty « may 1ot

have an -excufe by pleading want 'of knowledge or intelligence,” permit

me, Sir; to remind you of their own letter in anfwer to the, Duke of
- Newcaitle, dated"the 211t of- May ; where it appears, they were per.

futly acquainted with the fair way, the known tra& of the homeward+
bound trade, which they acknowledge to be the latitude, where the Spa-

. nith privatgers generally crmfe, and at the fame time frankly ¢onfefs to -

his Grace, that there' had been’but one fhip fkationed there fince March,’
which returning the beginning of that inftant’ M'\y, they had" Caufed
another to fail from Plymouth on’ the ninth ' to ‘také the- place of the
former, ' Whence it is plain, that there muft' have been an interval of

fome days between thie departure of the firft from her ﬂatxon, and'the

arrival of the laft ‘to fucceed her, that this known tract was feft without
any cruifert-at -all,” and confequently” the feven privateers, which the
Duke of Newcaftle ‘tools ‘care- to inform’ the" board were: witthing to
intercept the homeward-bound. tradé; were for fome time left at large to
make what havock they pleafed.. . The letter eoncludes wich acknowa

lcdgmg zhe various apphcauons almoft” dmly made from every branch of -
‘ : trade
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“trade for protection, but that fhips were really wanting for the;many. dif=
ferent ‘fervices required. By, fome letters, we: have produced in evi~

" dence, . foreigners are faid. to.enquire’ with aftonithment, what has beerr
done with the multitude of hips, we have had in commifion ; this lote

 ter from the-admiralty would | perfuade, that there are more fervices thaiy
. fhips ; but V

. what, and how effectual .to the.public thefe fervices have

“proved, that fo few fhips have been,fpared. for the proteétion, of trade,

35 4 confidévation, for this Houfe, and.not for me, - .And I think’ myfelf
 bound in;juftice further to dec'are on' this head, that- though we. have
inyolved., the’ commanders of men,of ‘war.,in; the ,fame.accufation -with
~ their fuperiors;,
much to_offer, in their own juftification for quitting. their. ftations, and.
frequently. going :into, port. ., Who, can  tell, what:condition . the . fhips.
were'in, when the - firft
tions, and.dimenfions, might, not..be.unfit: to abide hard:weather ;- whe-

ther their compliments of - men: might -not have been thort or fickly, and -

~ England,
jt.is more than. probable, that, thofe gentlemen may have

e firft ordered out 5 .whéther,, their.very propor- .-

(1)

war,abfented themfeives, or avoided fo'good 4 parquifite thtough theip

own inclination,. and without pofitive diretions; is' a- mioft ifhpiobabls . -
fup}:‘)(_)_ﬁtjon‘;v efpecially. as one commander. has- thewn fnch:«'pa_r‘t\icul,arj
fondnefs for a Lifbon voyage, as to have twice: quitted his: ftation in ong’
year, and put the public to the expenice of four poinds 4 man per mionthy: -
while- his fhip. lay -unemployed a confidérablé time. at.Lifbion; - with-
no other view than to proture a freight of “gold- from ‘t’liénéq to' .

_.Laftly, we have fhewn; that not only a pacquet from Lifbon .with' fifs-

teen thoufand pounds on board has been fuffer’d to be takenj of which: .

there is but one inftance ifl the late French war, dnd that'this captuie was-
miade after notice previoufly given by, the merchants, that ftroniger vefa -
fels ought’ to-be employ’d in that fervice; but to:-complete . our iisfor-:

tunes, the French-havé now fet irp a picquet of their own befweer Havres
de-Grace and Lifbon,and are confequently in the way. of beconiing’ confia_
_derable fharers with the Englith in tranfporting gold from Portugal. * But!

o S S TR ; . hat avail’d reprefentations and warnings of thefe impending and:natién- -
th ovifions of every kind -either. defective, or abfolutely bad. We, B rartbni . ave thewn'by. tHeir attions; that theyiin-
Sit. could only follow the lights we had 3 but. it: refts..with this. Houfa al calamities to thofe, who have fhewn'by. tHeit attions; that thepiin-

to, condefcend and take.the clue from our hands,, to:make; the frifteft
_enquiry, -to diftinguifh the innocent from the guilty, trace every grievance,
~tolits true author, and fee, that:none fuffer, either

or otherwife, but_thofe; who are.truely. guilty.
. Sir, I.now,proceed to'the. head- of ‘convoys;

Sir, . 1.now proceed upon.which, T will firft,
. Temind you of that moft diftiné-and material evidence delivered, by Mr.

Wilkinfon, ‘who proved,  that the Portugal fieet had. been detained for

near, twelye months, partly for want of .protedtions,. partly by the delay

* of convoys, and laftly by being tack’d to, a large flect.of men of.war, a

-~ circumftance, which might occafion -the lofs: of two imonths . upon ithe
whole, Some will be ready to-afcribe this laft delay to.contrary winds : -

© Siry it’is well known,, the winds, were not. perpetually-congrary at that
time, . and there were: many. opportunities for the: Portugal fleet, and its
‘canvoy to have got.clear of the,channel, -had they.not.been.made part of
~ an'expedition : and.it.had been more politic, . more beneficial. for every
intereft in the kingdom, to have flopt even an important expedition,

by ‘lending'men out of. his Majefty’s fhips. for ‘the. ufe of -the Portugal

fleet, rather than by deraining it forlong.to have.given ; our . rivals, the
French, fuch immenfe advantages . againft us; who, finding the Portus

- guefe to be in, great want of Englifh bayes, took the opportunity of this . .

fatal .delay to-flip into the market with a manufaGure of their ‘own,

which the Portuguefe were obliged to..make.ufe..of inflead of our’s; -

Ignorance, -a wretched .excufe at all times, : cannqt-‘_;be.pleaded here 3

the merchants of London,; in their applications for. protections and con= -

voys, fet forth their .apprehenfions of . an. event :{o pernicious to this

country, in cafe the woollen manufa&tures of France fhould take place in -
Portugal: .And that this was the fatal confequence of our own negleét, .

/is manifeft by the * reprefentation. of the fa@ory at Lifljon to Conful

Compton, -and by his letter ‘to the Duke of Newcaftle 5 which further

~ fets forth, - that the Englith were in-danger of*lofing the benefit of paffing

through their hands the feveral balances of ‘trade due from. the Portuguefe -

{in their charaéter, -

. .- The other, parts of Mr., Wilkinfon

" mitted.

tended no lefs fhould be the effe of their-mandgerhent ?. THe misfchants:

~ were now moft completely diftrefs’d ; the favourite plan was now!bfsught’

toperfeétion ;. and t_hq»Frér.:cvh,_.‘thofe;faithfulwa“nddiﬁﬁteréﬂed“ﬁjfénds‘-‘td -
Great Britain, were at the fame time  oblig’d: in 'a-peculiar - mafiner by
being - admitfed- co-partners with us .in:eur Portugal frade 'y d tewardy =

" they well defery’d for' their early and diligent care in- prhch‘tiﬁg~~'é’é§f§eli .
* in our behalf from.the obftinate Spapiard. - But it refts with this Houfe
ot only to redrefs the ftarving manufaurery: and the injuréd merchant;

but to . enquire, what benefit’ the landed intereft will receivé:from’ thig

Lo

- condu&, and what has been ‘or can be obtain’d from¢France 4s an‘equid

valent for our woollen manufalure: ;. i, ..

, ‘ *s evidehce relate to" the behavious
of ‘a commarider, who, was accus’d by the Portugal: merchdnts of takinig
twenty-feven fhips under his: convey' at Lifboh, and ‘nét: biiging one -

with him to England; the fame gentleman-likewife mention*d d fingi-

. Tar circumftance of the mafter of a fhip;. Who- having béeh’ takeh wnder

convoy by apother comniander and deferted at fex in twenty'four houts; -
and being brought-up to the admiralty by feveral mercharits' il ‘order: to
complain and make his:. affidavit; was there'refus’d :to b heard’ o’ii: ads

. The delay, of .the, Eaft-India’ convoy miift have made:a: dtie! ifipreflioh
on the Committee 5 it will be fufficient, if I, juff remind you,-thiat the
convoy did not fail: till four months after:proper application' tadb by the .
company, -and notice given; what tithe: the ‘meh-of war ouglit t6reach St

e P

" Helena 5 by which negle@ the India fleet fail’d'from thence witholit don's

yo
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. Mr.. Crokat, the Carolina merchant,:ifiform’d you, that: the commandes
of the Tartar man of wat undertook . to ‘fee four fhips -fafe from! that = .
coaft; “but within, the ufual limits of a.convoy ffqm't};éxjcy:‘;hﬁ'?@ﬁé;ﬁiy’é,. '
privateers found means to make . prize of . thiret ; by which misfottuns

and above'a million- of. Ehgliﬂ;"piopéi*,ty" was 1eft: ¢xpos dits ¢he

oD B h Bt > .two:thoufand ;two hundred barrels of riet: were convéyed t6' the: RHrVIA;
fered ;to depart from Lisbon: for. fix, months- together, ;in ‘order,’ as-was B S T P SR
o BEPA At HaAN0 BCHIC : SSdbida: : £ . lude thisthead, I muft bég:your:.pefmiffiph ‘to tfouble! thé
reported,, to .chaftife the, infolence of the'merchants,'zthun_tch ‘immes 4 Beiﬂre;“qqr‘lqlq v »:-'»‘h‘? R  JVB-your:p ;

- - diately- feized the favourable occafion of fending'two men of.war, to bex

¢ome the carriers of..gold from Litbon, . That:our, captains ‘of men: of

- B

mittee with

iiberate on:t

petition  to this'Houfe; andldigeft- the vativts Heads ot

. tomplaiiit, the namie of Captain Ambrofs was dropt:in the afenibly,rand -
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- and for'them’to fhew, that fio future good condu@ fhould attone for or«
paft error, : was univerfally confider’d - as a procedure too ftern' for out
~times, and a difcouragement'to that little virtue, which, imbitter’d as we
_ were,with ill ufage; we then thought exifted ih~tllis'<iountr9 > And no’
- fmall-facrifice was made to.this.gentleman, for out of his. ca}'é the met-
ohant§ .could have fram’d a very ftrong article of complaint aghinft his’
f\?pqu,(),‘!ﬁ.i .butin tendernefs to him this facrifice’ was made. - It is trugy’-
. Sir, he has been guilty of prote&ing the devoted trade of his country, 'I‘hé
mierchants:hope, Sir, that the famie'motives, which previiled on them-to .
- forget his-former miftake, was not the caufe ~---- But I find; T an- going” .
. too-far, ;and  will thetefore beg leave ‘to conclude this head ;vith Iwmfjljgﬁ .
. affuring the Committee, that there is not a trader in London, who did riot*
- feel inexpreflible concern, as-foon as it was known,f'that"tilis long-fors’
gotten errorhad again been revived, and notwithtanding the intention’

liciobfervation once more, . .«

sl . . o S P - o o

¢ and: care of the merchants to conceal it, had been cruelly expofed to pubs’

- Sin,. X now proceed to the neglets of-trade on the coaft of North-Ame."
ricayiwhich have. furely - been amply made out by Captain Clack; -MF-
Cro¥katyithe merchant, and.that multitude of letters, we producé’d” froﬁ;f
the moft confiderable perfons in'thofe colonies. * One moft extrao"r)dih'a'i‘y‘
gxrcumﬁgnge_feems to merit:your particular attention. . When publicire="

cprefentations had been tranfmitted: to the' admiralty, that the Pheenix

. man of war was.quite out of repair and wanted a new bottom, and cori-’
fidering how ill provided thofe countries -are for the purpofe would take
up fix months to be.completely refitted, care was taken to order the Tar-
tar, the other. remaining fhip,” from off that fiation ; by which fo confi...
derable a .colony as. South-Carolina, where even in times of peace two

- men of war had been conftantly ftation’d, fometimes three, or more, was
now left entirely. naked for feveral months, and expos’d to-the cnemy’s
privateers, which were ther known by information ffom"the'goirémoryéf
tgxat‘colony,tqvinfefk,the, eoaftin. great numbers, Sir, there are but two
probable reafons, which can: be affignd for this .iri:{;x'agémenf | Itmuft
either 'be confider’d as an inftance “of e#ténding to'vNor'th-Al;le"riﬁa' the
favourite plan,. I -have fo often repeated ;. or elfe muft have procéeded

" from another motive, which, when I come ention.’ wi ;
ot another me to ment ‘this ‘af.
fembly with indignation 'and,ho ‘ on, will Al this f

fen i rror, ~This haturally lea ‘
11}1) 01',111: petizion; and with the explanation of this 6t})1'er/ r;lzrti?.':hfz:agi}?sg
il b ity o 2t particular junlure al ou evidence
. 'The laft head relates to arbitrary »
the two inftances, we prodhped," wi
- theleaft complaint againft imprefling
the nuimber of inconveniencies, whi
* is obliged to undergo for the advani
" the merchanits, though they have bey

imprefling, - 'Sir} itis humbly hoped,
ILacquit the merchants of ‘intending
in general § this they-confider among’ -
ch every'member of the community
tage: of the whole; and under which
e en }fre]a'te& as aliens, are ready and wil--
~where. the law’ connives - fe nec: d
grievances, Aan.d forbears to.interfere, there arep;'l:::ecscff:i;hg:tﬁzgt:ﬂ:r:ﬂ
regulgtl,ons. pointed out by equity and common fenfe to render thefe i
-~ vances:as little burdenfome to the fubje@ as poffible, It is, Sir,- otg tlf .
. moft unp;ecedcpted deviations from all rules of Jjuftice ":an"d c‘thihn’itg
o ;hat;we;‘{zompl'am, .'To recapitulate the particulars’ of an evidence, - - 0\)’: h
- have heard; this very day, would bé tedious ; -} fhall-therefore ‘onl ’c'rv};éu»
vpon; the. circumflances, which attended the imprefling ‘of Mf'.Blﬁ'd};ﬁcin'S* .
men in South-Carolina, as moft diftin@ly related by himfelf at your bar, |
and confirmed by Captain Beft; who was -at that time: ‘upon the fpot,
}?art of the crew bel.onging to the Tartar entered Mr, Blydeﬁéin‘é“f;)ﬁ .
forced open the cabin, whither the failors had retreated, fired feveral VO};’: ~

lies
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Ties of fmall-fhot among them, notwithftanding they offered to furrender, *
.and in'the end one of them was killed by Samuel Bathurft, Mafter of the
Tartar,; who with his ' companions was afterwards brought ‘in*guilty ‘of -

~ wilful murder by the’ Coronér’s inquet of that province, - The Coraner’s ¢ .
boat coming to the man- of war, and demanding ‘the guilty’ pérfons by
the “authority.’ of “that officér,” fupported with an order from the Gover-"
nour, and the Chief-juftice’s warrant, was repelled by force; and threat-
ened to be: funk, in'cafe it did not ftand off : It has not appeared by our *
evidence, -that- a fingle fhot ‘was fired by the merchant’s men ‘fromthe !
cabin, but whether  there was,” or was hot, Whether - Samuel“Bathur{¥'
was guilty of the murder or nor, s of little confequence in"this ‘wholg" .-

" tranfation': the ftrefs does'niot lie there, ‘nor is it, Sir, for the death ‘of
one man, nor to' attack’a fingle murdeter, that the mercantile intereft of * -
Great-Britain has been thus dfawn up in' atray at your bar. Whatever *
may be done by others, I will fuppofe that Samuel Bathurft wasinnocent’ . .
of the murder ; the firefs of the whole lies here; being found ' guilty by -
the Coroner’s inqueft lie was obliged to take his trial, whetlier innoceit -
or not; ‘and the prote&ing hitn by force againft the Governour’s order, and ™ -
the Chief-juftice’s warrant, was tiampling ‘thé civil magiftrateundei foot, -
After ‘this, when the commander of the Tartar apprehended,  the gover-+-
nour was préparing with-anger and indignation to fupport" his ‘authority’: -
by force,” he fled from his' jurifdi&tion’; -and ‘eight ‘months  after;’ when '

. every: witnefs was dbfent, the murderers were acquitted by a‘mock-trial” ..
before three captains ‘of men-of war, - It ‘was ‘alked, ‘whethér ‘three cap="
tain§ ¢ompofe. a’ regular court-martial 3 *Sir, it'is not material;  whether
it was'regular, or not’y it is- fufficient, that " firft * by 'proteéting ' the’

~ guilty “perfons againft ‘the civil magiftrate, and’ afterwards prefuming to'!

try ‘and acquit them:by thrée captains,: ‘the. military power fet the Jaw at-
open defiance, and:treated’ the 'King’s dutliofity ‘with - contempt, -*And’
_now;-Sit, T fubmit to'yob, whether, excepting the general defign’ of “dis?
firefling trade in every fliape; and in the moft diftant parts of the world,”
any'other motive as yet appeats for ordering the Tartar ‘off her ftation at’
that time, the confequence ‘of ‘which was ledving a confiderable colony-
entirely’ defencelefs, but “an’ intention to- {créen- this r,nur'de'r,j when' the®
murderers were demanded by the civil: magiftraté of South:Cafolina,’
were then; andare ftill liable to take their trial in a court of juftice. -

' “.This is the laft head in our petition, and here our evidence concludes,” -

e P

% -iSir, after the many grievances already enumerated to tell the Commit=”

“tee, that the heavieft is yet behind, wiil perhaps awaken their'aftonith-" .

\ ment, and, { humbly hope, befpeak their patience a little longer.-The’
fubjeét of complaint, I have now to mention, is no-lefs flagrant in its 'na-

_ tare, than if thofe, who adminifter juftice’in a neighbouring hall, fhould’
receive every plaintiff with anger,'and rejed his fuit with difdain, How=
éver ‘confiderable, howéveriimeritorious to thé ;public the mercantile in<*
tereft of Great Britain may -appear at this bar, whatever degree of in-"-
dulgence and regard’ the-merchants may have found from this great af-
fembly,in: other: places they have feverely experienc’d, that they were
deem’d unworthy of the'public concern ;- Their complaints have beéen re-

", ceived with indifferénce. and théir misfortunes imbitter’d with infult and

‘fcorn; “Have applications been made fétting forth the mifcondué of a

“commander, who' deferted the trade urider his convoy, and left it expofed
as a:piey -to. the enémy ? :Did any cenfure pafs? -Was any redrefs obtain- -

" ed?"What anfwer was're tirn’d-but this ? ¢ What weuld you have with

< this: captain, would you-have him tirn’d gut, and the maffer o fa mer-

chang-mdn put into his-room ? You'weuld-have.all the cap:-ins of his
B E L S oM Majsfty’s

o - ~ v . . T L ‘ -
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- dcemcd the.. war juft and neceﬁ"ary, decreed the “war, furmfhed fupplies, :

(20)

¥ ,'i/[ajeﬁy 3 ﬂ‘nps tum’d out, and mafters of merchant-men put into their -

fy“‘ plac; ¥ Have:public rcprefentat;ons ‘been made from. our Northern .

“golonies,: that ;hcxr coaft :was neglected and defencelefs 3 Was the lgafk

* remedy applied to the.¢vil ? ? Or does it appear, that the commanders the .

- 'moft notonpuﬂy gmlty of. negle& have met with the leaft rebuke, or are at
all,confider’d in a lefs favourable light, than that adtive, that gallant.and .
diftinguifh’d aﬁ’xccr Captam Ambrofe ? Has mu;‘der been committed in -
- the arbitrary impreffing; of men,,. the law viplated, and the civil magifirate-

fet. 3t defiance ? Was a regular, gomplamt prefer’d againft this. proceeding3

R 'What reps dtion has there been made ?. Or.in what manner has Juftics:

‘been fatxsﬁed? The Iaw underwcnt a fecond viplation from the- -military, -
- power; s thc murderers were agqu:tted by ‘2 mogk. trial in a.coynt martialy:
- weho: might have been.condemn’d in a.gourt.of juftice, and:are at this:
ur i ob r.. -Have the moft reafonable’:
apphcatnons ‘been smade-for fhips to prote& the\trade of thefe Kingdeoms:?:

H@s any, care been taken for that.purpofe ?: One.of the"e apphcatnons was.-

_upon aday, when indeed no board was fitting : .Y will not fay, Sir, -how

- far the fenfe of the board was expreﬂ;d by fom(e1 words: dropt from one; of -

the commn(ﬁoners

por, do I heligve, . that, gentlamar; was awire of.the,
neaning convey d' h :words, ‘- It.is your own war; and you: -
muﬂ; take.it for your pai s 3..n0;-Siry I cannot ibe.perfuaded, that-he.ever -
‘ afﬁx’d to, that phrafe.the. mahgnaqt and rancorous ided, .with which: ig.

s;oxigipally iffued, .and,fpread throy very inferiour. channel,, from
that quarter, where it - d,.that trade fhould. be deprw*d

o of. prote&xon, and every. hardfhxp heap’d upon the merchan!:, tillhe'thould; -
But, Sir, it

bg brought t to, acknowlege his error, and repent of the.war,.
“hath proglgc‘d a contrary. effeé’t .and 1 am copomiffion’d. by.the merchants:
humbly to;aﬂ'ure,you, tha hey and :their fajlors -are:xeady to facrifice:

their lives and. fogtngs,x pport of .the moft vigorous: meafures;: -whigh;
the. wxfdom of ‘this houfe, in;

deqce,

hom they now . repofe .an implicit.confi+-
hall think fit to gngage in :- Nay,. that' very . expreﬂion of theyicr=:
ars, had it proceeded from :a- fmendly voice, . is. a phrafe, theyzy
haye adopted with joy, and been proud to be efteem’d the. authors-
&t and neceffary.war; . undertaken to reftore the freedom of- nay;ga..,
:and vindicate the dechnmg honour of their country,

 Nor_ gyen -that fenfe of thefe words,. which carried. derxﬁon wuh rt,l
isa foqndanon fo;‘ thexr complaint, as it neceffarily affects many;and
-more confiderable per{‘ons than themfelves + for I leave this aﬁ’embly
to judge, how: far a phrafe of. contempt upon a way adtually in’ agicati-
on, -comprehends thofe, who  from the mformatmn .of the merchants,V

forit, and. are now carrying.it on.with the unanimous’ concurrence of
» every mtereft in the kmgdom, whlch ‘means well to the public. No,
Sir, there is . another meaning in_thefe: words, which particularly: and
fole]y rél
< told ip, the moﬁ exphcxte terms, You have been the. occaﬂon of this war,
i and therefore you and. your., famxhes -are devoted: to ruin ;. a.free. and ;

. fecure navigation - ‘fhall be. opened to.your enemy. in the Britifh, channel.

C - qivity by the ﬁ[hermen of St, Sebaftian ;- no. cartpl thall be eftablithed to

A foxe unworthy of the. -public concern 5 that inconfiderable place, St. Se- -
Ihall be enabled with - your fpoxls, to convert its ﬁﬂamg barks o

and foundings ; -your.own feas, :your own fhores: fhall :be rendered to -
you ' the.moft mfecure . POTts, of all your .navigation ;. the, ‘unhappy,
fallors, who chance to .be.in, .yourfervige, fhall juft: fee’ thexr coun-
try; after tedxous and’, pamful voyages, .and : then :be. hurried into; cap=-

-redeem them from want and mlfery, they belong: to you,: and are there-

o _ © img

ates:to the merchants, a cruel meaning, Sir.: . for. had they. been - ,

- jito fleets of prwateexs 3 to complete your dlﬁxefs, the city. of Bxﬁ)a"
“fhall ‘be encouraged .to take arms againft  you, for_the firft time 3. th®
ﬁlength of - the.enemy ; to. -annoy you, fthalkincreafe; with; your: fuﬁ‘ermgs,
and both with the duration of the, war ¥ “Had all this been’faid; Sir, thc

colleGted force of all thefe exprefﬁons togetherj does not xmply amore -

~than this fingle phrafe,. It is your own war, ‘and you muft take it for your
pains, whofe cruel meaning has been fo fully and diftinétly explained by .

all thofe wilful negleéts, and that variety. of ill;treatment which our
evidence have made: appear at your bar, - To whom then. .could W€ ap=.

- peal. for relief, but to you,. the redreffors. of grnev’ances, and guardxans i

of the public ? Could we have-recourfe to thofe, who had treated our . .

misfortunes with indifference  and fcorn, ‘and who.Had, openly declared ©
- themfelves. to be _a hoard of execution only,..and .not..of order.2. .Upon :
your prote@ion, the Britifh trade throws-itfelf this day : the failor, the.

merchant, the manufacurer, are all foliciting your. Ju{hce, imploring

your powerful mterpoﬁtron to fhield them from the malice of their ene- -
wh6 are. -

mies at. home, and. from the artifice of their foréige
‘watching to take’ advantage of olir unredfefled misfy

ri\'g‘ls,‘

rtunes -tz thoufands

of his majefty's moft.ufeful fubjects with équal anxiaty and.{ubmiffion, - R

5

" are hurﬂh]y ‘and- ‘earneftly intreating} - ‘that you will'not fuffer’them to "
- fink utterly in ruin, nor graufy the permmgus views. of\tbofe, whe en-

- vy them abroad, -and of thofe; ‘who Hate‘them af home § ‘thit" you' will

take their caufe into your conﬁderatnon, that you will provxde for their :
futurefecumy by alaw, that you will humble and punith their oppreﬁ'ors, :
that ;yau.-aill -reftore difcipline, infufe new fpirit” and. vigour into the .

“adminiftration of the navy, and by your wifdom and juftice, render the

very thought of injuring the Britifh trade again a terror- to all facceeding - ‘

- times. - Butcthe-ways-and means: of accomplifhing théfeigreat : ends,
are with: qll humxhty !‘ubmmed to thei wxfdom ‘oft+this houfe.’ LR
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- H EwBr’txﬁf navxgatmn) to. t‘ns" port labours at' pre(ent under: thc
utmoﬁ hazards ‘and difficulty,: from the number of Spanifly pri- .
" vateers now infefting the coaft of Portugal, often hovering about

the bar of this river, but chiefly between the rock and the burlings;

circumitances of that dangerous and ruinous confequence, unlefs fome

‘ remedy is applied, that we fhould be altogether wanting to ourfelves as -
 merchants, as well as regardlefs of the welfare of our country, fo deeply

concerned in trade, did we not recur- 'to you on thlS occaﬁon, to defire
your affiftance towards procuring it,"

We have had ‘the mortification to obfervc, thhm ﬁx weeks paft no

lefs than five pnzes ‘made, all within fifteen, fome two leagues of the
river, by two pitiful privateers ; and now we are credibly informed two
more ‘are on the coaft; who will .doubtlefs be folchVed by many qthers,
when they hear of the fuccefs of their fellows.,

This may feem firange, while we have two Enghfh men of war ﬁa-
tioned to cruize before this bar, the condu& of whofe commanders w§
will not take upon us to cenfure, being ignorant of their orders ;- byt
only obferve, that while one was lately. abfent at Gibraltar fix weeks to

clean, the other being left alone, and not cruifing to -the northward of
- the rock, was probably the occafion of the above captures “and now -

Yeing gone on the fame errand, it plainly fhews, there is not a fufficient

Gibraltar, -
Under thefe apprehenﬁons we earneﬁ]y deﬁre \you wnll pleafe to re-
commend this”our reprefentation to his Majefty’s Envoy, the- right

“ honourable Lord ‘Tyrawley, whofe laudable zeal for -the public. good
will; we doubt not, prevail on him to ufe his follicitations with, yours, =

where it may be proper, that fome additional force of fhipping may bg

N
[ N

- guard for the trade, efpecxally whim theu' ozders are to. clean at .

: zppomwd to clear - the coaﬁ whlch the fmaller tbey are, wijl be the o
! RN o N more .
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more forvmﬂable but with more’ extended orders.: w:thout thxs, the

hazard and lofs w:ll be exceflive, and it will mevxtably create great cla-

dariger” is ‘known to be fo imminent.

now is the time, that our American fhips come in greater number, and

‘being altogether defencelefs, and likewife unacquainted with the danger, -

" mouts. at. home., . But we imagineg,, .asithe i unportance of *the Britifh trade
" to inbon, as well as the thenﬁvenefs of it, is fo. well known, that it
s hardly pofiible, we: thall want a proportlonaxe ‘protetion, :wheén-the
This will increafe . daily from .
-henceforward, as well from the late fuccefs of the pnvateers, as: becaufe

-

{uppoﬁng the coaft fufficiently guarded, will become an eafy prey to our

enemies 5 and-if iwe might be. allowed, to enlarge our views beyon out .
' xmmedlate prote&xon, with refpe& to. the trade in general, in order to .

prevent  the, mtroduéhon .of .’ great many Frénch, and other commodi
ties, which already- begin- to fupplant  the. Britifh manufactiires’ for want

- of a regular fupply, we fhould reprefent; to you in- the : ﬁrongeﬁ THIS

~ the abfolute peceffity of likewife applying for a’ !conftant ‘convoy, :
in - fuch manner;  that- whilft, one is' ‘goingy: another’ mxght ‘be o gf o
nothmg ;being more certain,. than that cuftom ‘and - ufe 'are ‘the gredib& :

* reafons,. why many..commodities .of .one country are preferr’d"té thofe -~

of another, which might otherwife ferve as wéll- the fame. purpofes’; and
if once . thefe become fafthionable, the others will foon be out of date
and forgotten in-a fhort time, . ' This being a. received ‘maxiri, and a'ge-

_ ‘neral cafe, which always has, and always will happen on the' hkc octa:
~“fions,” we think it deferves the greater. attention, and ought'to' be a fubiz

ofderéd T

je&. of the ﬁxonge(t reprcfemanons, as touchmg ourfelves, om couna

try, and our pofteuty. Pl

1

We are,
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Chnﬁ Hake zmd Comp
‘Benj. Bousﬁeld o R Comp. ‘
~ John Sherman, S ,.', o Richard and Dawd ng, L
Naifh and Ibbotfon, ~ .

_Burdett, Lockwood :
i Hanway, o
Fran. Wood and Comp. -
Jolm and’ ]ames Watts, N
~ " John Atlee, ¢ I
- John and Wllham Sl\cys, :
Ldmondﬁeld Revell and Furrs
" Berthon and Carnaulr, )
\Vﬂham Earle,, '
_James Rigaud,
“"Thomas. Skmuer, R
© James Patton,” = 7

* Martins and Stent, : .
, Browne and Mareyn, =
Chafc and Willen,

‘ Bourchel ‘Perochou, and Comp,
- Legay, Groﬂ‘et, and Ord, ! .-
\Burdett, Duckett, and Hardy,

. _,Bullcr, and Stert, ., ..
. Leybome, Roffey; and, Rockhﬂ’
 Steers and Barons,
- Ifaac Correjolles, ‘
* Ifaac Hoyard, . . ..
L A:boum and Majendxe, BT
- Simpfon and, Iea:herﬂonc, s
* John Parminter,
- .. Wilkinfon and Southern, i
}ohn Paradme, IRER IR

Edward and ]ohn Mayne and i

 Beesfield, ‘Thompfon; and Watkms,

“Darell, Cafamajor, and Comp,..ﬂ: .




“tion , to, y Lord Tyxawley, wluch I have accordmgly done, ‘and’ hxs

’ I.ordl’hxp .defired -me . to: affure ‘the fattory,. that he: Wauld tran ;
it to ypur Grace by, the firft- opportumty. therefére i pre

~will recgive;it by this conveyance; » . i

" Your, Grace will: pleafe : t‘ ferve

‘pmvateers to. cruxze m, ‘and moﬁ.of the') prizés hav -
been made-between-the Burlings and the Rock,---~This they think (and
L v1th afon) might.- eaﬁly‘ be grevented by ordermg a fmall

CIf it were, poﬂ‘xble o’ ha‘
iamlywdl be of gx:cat beneﬁ

earry the «treafure, fot only what belongs to Gredt Biitain, but to, other

natxons, which has hitherto been 4 good commxfﬁon to. Engiand"' .

. But,- for want of fuch conveyarices of laté,: the Diitch fhips h

fe fo fenﬂble of thie’ adya 'age of ‘thefe fre.
. : h

: ¥ y yéur Grace of thls, an
: ‘fuaded your better judgtient  will find'a: reme‘dy for “the”, dan
Brmﬂ\ trade at prefentl’bours ur s -




