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COMMUTATION-ACT,.

UF F ICIENT time has now elapfed ﬁnce the

1 paffing of the Commutatmn-Aé‘c - to enable
. every Pe1fon, Whohas taken an aéhve part in that e
"“buﬁnefs, as Well as ‘the Pubhck at large to form o

_ a found Judgment upon the confequences Wthh

Vi have refulted therefrom ~and’ as: thofe confe~ L

quences. have been far more 1mportamt extenifive;
,, ,and beneﬁc1al than the moﬁ fangume ﬁlends : i

| : and adm1re1 s of that meafure could have expe&ed B @
it muf’c be fatzsfaé’cory to. the Pubhck,\ to have the (%
~ progrefs and iffue of the Plan, durmg the ﬁrf’c Year- e

- ofit soperatlon,lald before them: more efpecnally, .

Kt :,.as the Eaft- Indm Company are not poffeﬁed of \ _ = :

- funds fufficient to enable them to. continue, and-ff
permanently to. iecuxe thofe advantages whlch}* '

o o ‘have been: denved from the meafure in. quefhon N
S and moreover as the benefits Wthh have 1efu1ted‘.

B ﬁom;*, g |
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ﬁorrt the Commutatwn A&, may tend to open
the, eyes of the Natron to thelr true 1ntereﬁ and. E
| ‘demonﬁrate, that the prmc1p1e of that A& may
be extended ’W1th equal fuccefs, to many other
branches of the Revenue- promotrr% ‘at the |
% fame trme, the general Welfare and proizperlty cf 5

The Auth01 of thefe Sheets Wrttes nerther |

| from pa1ty vrews, nor upon party prmcrples. _}
i'The only connexmn he ever had with the e
R ‘Treafury arofe’ from his" bemg employed in 3
Very - conﬁdetable fimplification of the pubhc o
| expendrture, in the bufinefs of - fupplymg the

~ whole of the Arrny Vré’tuallmg Contradts, dur- -
; ing the time that the Marquefs of Lanfdown -

' preﬁded at that Board. ‘The executlon of that
great and 1mportant work, together with his :
fituation in the City, naturally led to his. being L
conﬁdenually confulted 1efp}eét;1g other tﬁtﬁ'a‘lir:, -

ture,. which were either de«-
. of a commc1c1al na iyl Tea PIQ“
~ pofition | (whlch was prefented to his Lordfhrp\ i
by Mr. Rlchardfon, of the Ea{’c—IndJa Houfe)
~and many other Plans were. then in agitation ;.

pendmg, of in contemplatlon

and more: or Tefs pmgrefs was made in them,

as trrne and other crrcumﬂancﬁs Wmﬂd PCr "f\ .

Ced.

f""'g’f..fen years, ending  the sth of July, 1784, the | |§
:»_'j_‘;followmg quant1t1es of Tea were dehvered to‘ |
o :;r:;the BUYSrs for home-confumptlon vz,

BLAewa

o 7 D

s 'mlt The Propoﬁtron refpeéhng the Duttes upoh '
.fl._*.{Tea was' alfo commumcated to feveral prmcx-f
~ pal Perfons belongmg to the Exmfe and Cuf—-" _
. toms, and to ~others who were competent to |
_]udge ofi it’s merits 3 “and was generally approv-

Under thefe mrcumﬁances, the Author s

1 noft fangume Wlﬂ’leS were early embarked in -

s the ‘ﬁlcceié of thlS Meafure ; and it aﬁ'ords him
o ;wthe orreatef’c fatrsfaéhon to declare, that he feels
.j’ hlmfelf 1nﬁmtely gratrﬁed by the event. S o

P or the purpofe of aﬁiﬁmg the eye, as WeH as“ |
I the underﬂ:andmg, of the moft coriimon reader, |
Sh the divifions, into Wthh it became necefTary 1l
1o feparate the Sub ject, are marked as dlﬁlﬂ&ly
-~ and as concrfely as poﬁible : and, thus much | |
i ‘fzf‘bemg premlfed ‘he begs leave’ to begin, by fub-—-“ e
nnttmg tothe readerfs 1nfpe&1on two thort State- |
'ments, taken from the ‘Report made. by the | | 4

 Court of Drreétors An N ovember 1784, already \‘
S pubhfhed ERe

By the ﬁrﬁ: Statement 1t appears, _that m‘

Bz
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Thc average—pnces and Value paxd ’for thré ‘-

‘ceqt. to the Cuﬂ:oms, Is. 14d. per iTB md_

b mg the Dxfcouﬁt of 6% per cent. formerly al-

i : N L

\

upon that part Whrc;h was<fold for exportatxon

i of fuch Tcas Were as follow, viz.:

'Amount of the Tea fold for Exportatxon, :.... ,{,' 191,994 k

S, ~—-—'—‘"’_"
¥ !

_ ;’:}t 281 153. per cent. to the Excﬂ'e and; deduc?c«

e ! Iowed by the C‘ompany, but Wthh has beer,r, ‘4
Ve ,dxfcontmued s——Were as follow VIZ..»:F .;‘:;

B 2’5332(>'2"“4 of Bohes,  at g 34#’1‘5 £ 556,,‘88:: |
501,068 of {Congou, at 6 10—4 e 17,,7205;. :

87,642 of ‘Souchong, at 8- oz 35,376;.?*
194-55a581 of Smclo, o oat 6 83 - o 488,226:;_‘_7'
262,886 of Hyfon, ; "at\ u Io—gr st 156)225,:} .

Amount of the Tea fold for Home-Confumpt‘ron, J(; 1,408,33§ o
As the Whole of the Duty was: draWn back o

«.the net pﬂces and value pald by the purchafexrs '

S ‘Bohea —_— ;tb 761,375 at 1 8 @’16,{66,46:
| Congou —- 194,802 at 3 l{% i_ : 30,6@0 e
- bouchoncr 1 — 15920 at 3 g¢&% S 2271 0,
, Smglo L 383,400 at 3 'O-%%}, 7 59,4.73 5
© Hyfon —— 112,254, ait ,fis*Ié??é" 33189 ¢

f&me, mciudmg the Duty of 271 os rod pei’ ol B

The Prices nnmedrately ﬁprecedmo the - alter-'

~ ation were, upon the ‘whole, fomewhat hlgher |

‘than this Average ; and, confequently, more

| favourable for the'’ compamfon but the Ave- §
| irage of a number of years appears the lefs-ex.., R
.,ceptlonablc ground of comp;utatmn. o i i

The Dut1es upon Tea durmg the perrod bc- .

| «.‘fforementroned wvaried ; * but. fuppoﬁng that the
hrgbeﬁ: Dutres, which became payable during  §
. the Tlatter’ ‘part ‘of  the. penod of ten years, had = |

- been payable dunng the whole of it ; in that
"fcafe, the Publick Would have re(‘elved no more | - ;4
Lthan ,(; 81 5,606 per annum: But as Smug—
ghng ‘was contmually mcreaﬁng, it is beyond

a doubt that the quanuty of “Tea fold, and,
| of courfe, the Duty payable thereon, ‘would

have decreafed very. conﬁderably every year, 1f

‘the Commutatlon Aét had ‘not - taken place.
Indeed the aé’cual recexpts of the Pubhck for

a long perrod d1d ‘not | exceed J(:700 000 per 2

“annum : and as the fmergn Companies had =~ |
_imported ‘immenfe quantrtres of Tea from
. China, Wthh they fold . at very reduced Pnces, .
- there is great reafon to believe, that, by the |
| ,confequent dlrmnutxon of the Company s Sales,
| kthc Duty payable to Government WOlﬂd not, 2

Q.
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| at the prefent tlme, have amounted to more‘
‘than ,{:500 000 per)annum.: : ‘

J ‘,'
<

: The ﬁrﬁ: Sale, after the alteratlon, began, on,,”* ’
'the Iéth of September, 1784, from whxeh_"
'penod to_ the end cof - AuO‘uﬁ: followmg, h
Company fold A |

iy e e s

R

TB 6 076 620; .; Ofé]é_(ﬂ’l}ea_':{fgi

L 2,870,719:=,of- Congou s T' :
L '-‘,63.5“-,86.6;f.of E‘S‘Oiléhongf SR SRR

&l 50363630f Singlo - -
R ,533,102 i~0f Hyfon

~’—--————|——-.

Total ﬁ') 16 »1525 670 -—-producmg, at varlousw’_".

pnces, and 1ncludmg the new Duty of 121

- per. cent pald to . Government £2 806 814. R |
_fFIf the fame quantLty of Tea had been foId at S
the Pr1ces WhICh the fan Trader pa1d before .

the Commutatxen Aét took plaee, ‘the coft’ to.?'f‘f"'-’

the Purchafers Would have been as follows 5

:‘VIZ‘ o

( 13 )

15 6076 620 of Bohea, « at 4 33 | [ 1,310,271

‘ 2,870,719 ofCongou, at 6 10§ . i ' .990,200

635,866 ofSouchong, at 8 of. B 249,149

5,036 363 ‘of Singlo, at’ 6.8 1 689,280‘ '
,533,102 onyfon, (~at1r10§ - . gr1,078

N

[ —

E 4.'5??49‘:973' |

Dedu& the old Duty upon fuch part as hath ‘
’ been, and wxll probably be exported 3 v1z.‘, SHIRSE

'f".()vxg'épﬁ' £ 79’721;;' : :* B
835 (87,446

) X " 4,878‘._1, C S
C117,366 0wk
18% 34306

* O————— t———

Bohea,. A ib 6z:,zooi ‘atx
Congou,\ 2 47:,100" -
Soucheng, ', 22,00
Singlo, - 643,840'

Hyfon, 114,900

mea ny
%
o Sl

so AR e 323,717

.Amount whxch Jxe fair Trader would have paxd ' £'4,‘825,25; o

© for the Tea fold thhm twelve Months after =t —
pafﬁng the Commutatxon -A&, provxded the et L

old Dutxes had been contmued

| But the Buyers have only patd ,‘?L,: -e" ) v ,g 2,806 814.

; Dedu& the Draw-back of 12} per eent. upon the ,
: propomon exported P S . e 36 ox%ﬂ

B ~ o £ 2:770:799
Balance and Gam in favour of the Pubhck anﬁng L SR
ﬁom lowermg the Dutxes, oA oo 2,055,462' 8




: is ,Z: 820,000 ;
- gceeds, for that quantity only, the {um at Wh1ch
~the add1t1onal Duty upon, Vdeows was efh-a y
ignated Sl :
1t is very dlfﬁcult to fatlsfy 1nd1v1duals refpeét-u- :
}' ing the advantage which the Publick derive from
- any changein the mode of Taxation, unlefs fuch |
- change applies. precxfely to their own experience
| y'end bcn@ﬁt fo1 Whlch reafon, I have endeavom ed
to

o)

| Under thefe cu'cumftances, it is evxdent that
the Pubhck purchafe their Tea for £2; 05 5,4.625 -
jiefs than was formerly pald by them 262 com-
'penfa,non for the. add1t1onal Wmdow-'I“aX CIf,
- howeyer, it be urged that a companfon fhould
alfo be made upon that part only which was -
| I beg leave to *
- anfwer, that only a fmall proportlon of  the
g proﬁt arifing - from Smugghng ‘reached - the'.,
~Confumer ;. for, in general, the Shopkeepers in
London, and in the 1n3teuor parts of the King-~ ~
~dom, fold the Tea to the Conﬁimer at the fame
‘glce Whethe1 they purehafed from the Eaﬁ:—v
India Company; or. from the Smuggler, But'];"

purchafed by the fair Trader ;

what I apprehend to be a conclufive anfwer to

) fuch a remark is, that the proportion of Gam,,
. J;3Ven upon the quantlty of 16, 358.144, “which.

was dehvered ‘annually before the A& took’ place,
and ther efore conﬁderably ex-

( a5 )

to form fome computauon,\% 111 or der to thew

. how much is faved :to each 1nd1v1dual in the

o pnce of Tea, 111 1eturn f01 the adthtlonal Duty
",up@n Wmdovvs 5 but my endea,vours have been

i ;meffeé’tual | S

9

The only method Which I can adept 15}

‘to ftate the pnces pald prior to the alteration, -
and. the Pmces paid: ﬁnce, both mcludmo the
- Duty 3 by Whlch means, evely perfon may dlf-x-'
N cover very nearly the precxfe manner in Wthh .
. he is affeGted by the Commutauon-A.ét ob~ S
:, Iervmg only, that he " muft take ‘into- the ac- 1
count the whole of the Tea Confumed by Sers
vants, Lodgers, &c. as Well as. What is. drank

B at hlS own ' Table SAPEEN S : R

Average i
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.32 -
B § K

Hyson.

Aé’cf\too‘kff_ﬂ‘plae‘e,’:the |

Sincro. |

|CoNxcov.SovucHoNG,

Duty included.

" BoHEa,

—Fhe 6% o2

L e

 |Difference and Gain to the

— ¥ B 4 s

, private]

‘Average-Prices of T £ A prior to, and fince the Commutation-

P

- Sales; -prior to the Commu-|{

. ta"tion-Ac’t SR
"‘Purchafers

~ Sales fince the A&
. Trade included

| Average-Prices of Ten Years’|
~{Average-Prices of one Year’s) =

17 )
. As the Commutatlon—TaX has been obje"ted
to, becaufe it’s operat1on 18 unequal, it becomes _
"‘neceﬁary to. offer a few 1emarks upon ‘that -
) ,vfub_]eét ' SR

| From the Returns made to the TaX-Oﬂice,f
'_1t appears, - that England and Wales contain

* Houfes ~and. Cottages,’ Wh1ch are exempted T

from the 'Wmdow-TaX, on account of po-

5 ;_‘Verty,,, = = PO Y 284,459
‘ Houfes Wh1ch pay the Wmdow-TaX, 714.,9 I

Total of Houfes and Cottages - "99'9, 370

Some pohncal Wrrters are of opmlon, }that ,
the a&ual number of Houfes greatly exceeds
the Retums received at the Tax-Office ;. but
although I cannot. underfake to afcertam ‘how
far the number of Houfes . which™ pay the
TaX exceeds the number ﬁated in the ‘Returns,
: yet T have very little doubt that the Houfes and’

| Cottages exempted, on account of poverty,‘
a amount to 600,000. However, I perfuade my- .
 felf, that no perfon will envy' the wretched in-
 habitants the mconﬁderable advantage Wthh‘ :
o they enJoy | Cr
| of




8y

L Of the remammg “Houfes, not fewer thm‘
B gzo oz 5. contain ten: Wmdows or. lefs

-no. greater quantlty than from “two. to fix
‘pounds weight, of the mo& mfenor Tea, ‘be

| "expended in each Houfe

| fmuft p1oﬁt conﬁderably by the Meafure. -

The number of Houfes thch contain more

than ten Wmdows, and lefs than twenty-ﬁve,

L s 163,051

are very feW inftances of perfons hvmo in ﬁn—»]
gle. Houfes of’. thls defcnptlon (Whofe expenfe n
" 'Wlthln-dOOIS is in any -degree Correfpondent to

| the appealancef of their Houfes without) - Who
- are not ben\,ﬁted by the Commutatlon—Aé‘c

i

The Houfes Wthh rem'un are fuch 'zs contam |
,twenty-ﬁve Wmdovvs and upwards : the number ',
- s, hbwever ,NO more than 345612: and, amoncrﬁ
_ 'thefe thexe are Inns, and othet Pubhck Houfes 3
2 and fome Boardmg—Schools, Whe1e Teai 1s allowed -
to the Chﬂdlen ;. the Occuplers of fuch Houfes
mui’t thereloxe, ﬁom the quanﬁty of Tea con~
Part

famed m each be conﬁdeiable Gamers.
| - of

and 1f '

the 1eduéhon in
price will ‘more ‘than compenfate for the addl-i
* tional Duty 5 and of courfe,’ the 1nhab1tants .

Thefe are, generally 1nhab1ted Dby
'Perfons whd occupy only one Houfe ; and there

_Total of Houfes and Cottages L - -

of the remammg Houfes of the above defcrxp_:f

tion are inhabited: by Men. of rank and fortune;,
wha fupport three. Houfes, or more; or by thofe
,Who inhabit only two Houfes, but Who live in: |
a flile :ﬁutable to thelr ﬁtuauon and circum=

ﬁ:ances ;- and the’ forr mer pelfons, by the ex-;

{emptzon of: the third Houfe, are amply com-— i
‘-'Penfated for the add1t1onal Wmdow-—TaX upon"- i
“the other two. ‘

- With refpe& to perfons wha:
1nhab1t only’ ane Houfe, 1t is prefumed that - a
moderate ef’cabhfhrnent in fuch Houfes W111 eX—Q

‘pend as much Tea, as that the faving in prfcel' y
owill compenfate for the add1t10nal Duty uponr',
: Wmdows. e : '

From the above prermfes it follows, that the-/

~Houfes and Cottages exempted ﬁ'om the Tax S

on account of poverty, amountto = ' 284, 4_ 59 D
Houfes contalmng from one to ten sl bl
Wmdows e e = 520,025]__ k

' ,Dlttofrom ten to twenty—ﬁveWmdovvs, 16 3,058
31,835 K

Dltto exceedmg twenty—ﬁve Wmdows

St
——"""""'-"'. g ot

\.1-,99'9.,‘37%_; |

< -"x‘_

It is, however, upcm a part only of the In—

| ‘..habltants of the laﬂ: Clafs of Houfes that any'? R |
i matenal g
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matenal addn:ronal burthen, in- confequen,ce of

the Commutatlon-Tax, can fall “and, from

the bef’c 1nforrnat1on Wthh I can obtarn upon‘
 this fub}eé’c I am perfuaded that the perfons
‘occupymg 1arge Houfes are, with very few ex- JTE
ceptions, the parties who fuffer by the meafure.
- And here it fhould be obferved that the ReturnSf
,made to the Tax- thce, of Houfes contalnmg ‘,
| Aﬁfty Wmdows and upvva1 ds, fate the number at
- no more. than 5385

hut, if the Return be corre@, the number

of Houfcs of the above. defcrrptxon When com«:
- pared Wlth the. total number of Houfes contamed

in the ngdom, fcar cely merrts attent1on

more efpemally, as even the number ftated erL
~ beivery eonﬁderably reduced by the exceptrons :

Whrgh I have mentroned

To form an exaét computatron of the quantrt ],: |

| ‘of Tea confumed . in fuch Houfes is 1mpoﬂ‘1ble."

o Many of the Inhabrtants hve in a profufe, and
o others in: an economrcal manner._

| oQCurs, m two of my frrends, Whrch 13 exaétly' -

e

An 1nftance

2 cafe

If the aé’rual nurnber
i+ be greater, (and Wthh is h1ghly probable) :
B the mhabltants of " fuch Houfes as are not in-- |
o ,c}.uded in. the number 1eturned are’ exempted' _,
'from the old as Well as from the new: Duty o

~a cafe in point.

\( 21 )

each of then' Houfes is the fame s but the conz -
fumptron at the table of one exceeds, in atenfold

;”,.,proporuon, the Confumptlon at the .table of . R |
‘the other; exclufive of the Tea expended by

the Servants, ‘which is fuppofed to ‘be. nearlyi'

~equal in each F amlly ‘and yet. the F am1ly (in-. :

cludrng Servants) which’ confumes the fmalleﬂ: ;

,- quantlty is beneﬁted by the Aét

Many Perfons 1nhab1t large houfes, Whofe mode[ |

, of living within-doors. is not anfwerable to: their |
 appearance ‘without.
are pre<:1fely the par ties, Who can, in general .
| .bePc afford to contrrbute towards the exigencies
of the State ;

- dlﬁicult for the F 1nancrer to reach ;

Perfons of thrs defcrrptlon; '

‘and who ! are moreover the moft -

.as. then 1n~:‘_
comes do not Contrlbute, in any degree proportion.

“ate to. therr amount, towards either the Cuftoms
" or Exmfe ‘
~of expenfe is fuitable to their rank fortune, and o
‘external appearanee, thele cannot be a doubt but
' that they are upon the Whole beneﬁted

‘But, with regald to thofe whofe ftile

One defcrxptron of: Men muf’c be an exceptlon -

3 to this rule T mean, thofe Country Gentlemen,
.who 1nhab1t large Houfes, and poﬁ”efs but fmall
o - b fortunes. i

The number of Wmdows mn




o ‘fortunes.

_4,_.&,

- different Houfes

( 22 ) |
However, the ﬁze of their Hou1es
mu{t erther be- reduced to" the {cale of their in-

 comej; ot fuch perfons muft rehnquuh their old
- Manﬁons, for Dwellings: more furtable to the con-
‘ _traé’ted 11m1ts of their For tunes :

but 1t 1s evrdent

from: the manners and fafhtons of the tlmes, that |

Houfes under fuch cncumf’cances Wlll gradually
decreafe in number and- occupanon and it is

| ‘alfo cer tam, that ohe. or both of thefe circum-

, {’tances muft have taken place, if the Cornmu-

 tation-A& had never: paiTed

- they ought not to- be affigned as caufes for i im-
| pedmg the’ operatron of a meafure of fuch pubhck

and general utrhty

. i

I Wlfhed to have la1d before the reader a com-

and, confequently, 5

RN

~ parative ‘Account of the conﬁimptlon of Tea in
| but T'am compelled to relm-' ,

qulfh my 1ntent1on 3 as fuch a Statement rnuﬂ: be :

 fubjeét very much, to op1n10n ‘many rich per-

fons belng mean enough to purchafe the- cheapeft:

Tea; and there being alfo people, of the mlddlmcr;

‘and poorer cla{Tes, Who are fo extravagant as toj

- PU.I chafe the be{t

‘ I have taken no not1ce of Scotland becaufei‘ :

the number of houfes returned to the ;Tax-'_,
- ﬁice

:the extenﬁon of then' Chma-Trade. ,

| x¢ 23 ) |
OH1ce from thence amounts to no’ more than-
17,734, ‘which 1nduces me to beheve, that no
complamt can poﬂibly amfe from that qua1 tf:l,‘ 5

As the Pubhck have derlved very great and o
fohd ‘adyantages from the Commutation-Tax
the Eaft-India Company, in “whofe profpex ity
the - Nation is- at all times deeply 1nteref’ced .

7 have alfo beneﬁted very mateually thereby

When ‘the Cornpany lald the State of then |

Affairs before Parhament in the Month of Fe-.

bruary 1784, they were ‘burthened. W1t11 Goods

i to a large arnount in  their Warehoufes, more’

partrcularly ‘with Tea, wh1ch they could not
expe@ to 1ell for many years.  Their Sales
‘have,- however, been fo rapld and conﬁder- |

able fince that perlod as' not ‘only to enable

,them to d1fcharcre a part of . the Debts then

due to the Publick much earlier than their - .
molt: fangume F uends and - Supp01 ters could '

| have fuppofed poﬂible but alfo to make fome =~

progrefs in prov1d1ng the addrtlonal F unds,

| _'Whrch became neceﬁ"ary for the carrymg o of

their commercial concerns, in con fequence of "

Dz
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When ‘the Commutauon-Aé’c took plac It Would requne therefore, a Very fmall part .
there 1ema1ned of Tea in, the Company s Ware- | of the 1mportat10n in 1786 and’ 1787 to be ad-
~houfes < - = 1b 10,427,663 f ded to the Stock ~of Tea, which, upon the: |
B "R(z:ul ned b}f tbe Buyers to the CO;LLPQ-- ‘ - L fuppoﬁtton of the contraé’ted Sale before—men—-

ReCCIVed by the Walpole, Ganges, =

‘ny. puor to Iéth September, 1784 2,730 287

. Sandwrch London, and Kent . 4',067,569 R

| '.Recewed ﬁom Chma in 1785 - 6,522,872
g | | e { | A23',«_748,\391k
Dedué’t What Was def’croyed by ﬁre i 1,200,000

- Qantlty of Tea remarnlng Tb 22,548 391’

.—--——-—-—n-—-—n'

It appeals that the Company fold annually,
of thCII‘ own Tea, excluﬁve of Prwate-Trade,. .

‘v 2 and alfo of Prlze-Tea,

b 4, 542,736 for home-confumptton. N

,384,652 for exportatron.

Total 1’5 5 927,388

. ¢

‘ Accordlng to th1s ﬁatement the Sales, W1th1n

a peuod of four year%, endmg in I787, WOUld |

4 l have amounted only to sz 3,709 5 52

SR ik 3

_tioned, Would ﬂZlH remain in the Company s

Warehoufes, in order to furntfh a. full fupply

: for the Sales of four Years..

But; in confe~
quence of the late and prefent demand the famc

quantity will be fold in lefs than .one year and
-an half; makmg a dlfference in favour of the
: Company, with refpet to the time of realiz-
_ing the amount in their Treafury, of two years

and an half ; and which: ant1C1pat1on of tiie erl
contribute not only to their ‘profit, but afford

Tea in their Warehoufes, ‘the Company would ’

rhave contmued to fend Shlps to China, for the |
:_purpofe of brmgmg home a further quanttty, |

to arrive in the Years 1786, 1787, &e.
which cafe, fuch -additional importations’ Would

.have accumulated in - thelr Warchoufes and
very probably it would have taken till the
“year 1789, before their Stock of Tea could g
N have been: reduced toit’s. proper level. :
o Completely is the ﬁtuauon of the Company

o re\lerfed

But fo

oA

alfo-a very feafonable addition to their Cath. It 'r |
1S moreover reafonable to fuppofe, that not-
Wlthf’candmg ‘the immernfe furplus  Stock of
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O reverfed by /the Commutatron A&, and fo en-
. tn‘ely are they relieved from the dlﬂiculty Wthh
~would have arifen from the c1rcumf’cance be-
fore—mentroned that ‘in order to Uuard agamﬁ
~ even the po‘ﬁblhty of a detlc1ency in the quan-

ity neceﬁ’ary to anfwer the increafed demand of
“thé Publick, ‘the. Company have been obhged‘

to have recourfe to the Contment ~and have

- at"cually purchafed of the Tea Wmch was - m

\ Europe previous to the Year 1784, ‘and of Wnat
~arrived in that wafon, about Ib 6 6oo 000 ;

- and the V1gorous eﬁortb WIHCh tney are mak~-

g mg in the prefent feafon, for the pur pofe of im-~

por ting a fuﬂierent quantity dire@ly from Chma, |

in order to preclude the neeeﬁlty in furure of de-

pendmg on their Rivals for a fnpplya will af-

ford the means, in due timey of fecurmg, both

~ to the Nation and to the Company, the whole'

of thofe important. advantages, which have al-
ready in part arifen from this meafure, and whrcn
“the Pubhck have a rrght to expe& |

A

As the objeét of the prefent enquiry is" Tea

| ﬁl 1&ed to the various beneﬁts hitherto derlved

“or which may in future be derrved as well by
from the -

the Company as by the Publick,
| Commutatron A_(_f’c

1t becomes unneceﬁ'ary to .

d1fcufa ‘

 the Company ‘would have received into their S
erreafury, (the Duties not mcluded) upon | the - |

I ,
drfcufs the ftate of the Company s Trade to Chr-
na prior to that A&; I fhall therefore conﬁne |
myfelf to the advantage which has : accrued to
them fince; and which can be precifely afcer-'
tained; ﬁom an ‘Eftimate of the Money which

fuppoﬁtlon that 16,152, 670 pounds’ weight of

’.Tea had been fold, at the former - prices ;- and

the amount  which they have ‘actually received; .
excluﬁve of the Duty payable to Governmient,
for the like quantlty fold ﬁnce the Paﬂing of -

' meA &.

alr eady ftated.

'tjppear to have been as follow

The Average of the former Pmees has been ;

If the old Dutxes be dedu&ed o
and which amount to ' -

S, fd |
2 655 per TB on Bohea
3 8;5—5—5 ~on Congou
4 375w on ,Soneh‘ong
3 JTeo . on Singlo o
g 1'1;-%% onﬁHyfon RO

The net Pnees Wthh the Company recerved |
for then Tea pmor to the CommutatromAét WIH.
viz.

] Bonea
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: The average—pmces Wthh the Company ob-f |
| tamed for ‘the Teas fold, on thelr own account,

v : fat then‘ feveral Sales, during the ﬁlﬂ: twelve :f

’ Months after the A& took place, the Duty pay-" .

) .able to Govemment not mcluded wcre as follow ,f:

N2

3 H Y;S;O.-N".

T8

S,

am - O Ivss

S IN é Lo,

Se

S,

SoucHONG.

‘S

o8

ConNegow. .

“"BoaHE A

- .S dr

7

| ‘AVérageé *

' Av\é;rag;e,-:PricAesfof
" Teas. fold between

- 16th Sept. 1784.and |
~ Sept. Sale 1785

Net ,Averége-‘Pr.icesﬁ o

ke Com-

prior ‘to t
tom, Difcount, &c..|

mutation-A&,Cuf-
“deduted

of ten Years’ Sales

Gainvofvlo‘fs to the ]

Company, in con-
fequence of the Al-

5 LofsfﬁB’fbc 1 .

oiman

teration
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The quantxtles of the feveral forts of Tea fold
on the Company’s account,
'year after the A& took place, calcﬁlated at
the difference between the average-prices which
| they produced; and what ‘the fame would have |
Pmdqced, 1f fold a*r;. the average-pncos of ten

Years’ Sales prior. to the alteratlon, were there-g |

fore as follo’vv v1z.

s;d

P Di ﬁ‘rence in :
| ,;Ccngou i‘é 2; 868 809?3&1,0;: is { ‘0 e‘%*{?’ 116,(:?51 089
1 ‘.Souchong 596 770 Ditto 1 455 . 49,729
- Hyfon - 1,259, 757 Ditto ° Ives . 834§
.‘ | o T otal Gam by the Alteratxon £ zoo,163
R Brfference i
«BQ},‘S@ : 6076 620} agamﬁ: %os xd 66-@4,5,320 REE
' 'Singlo .5, o36 rex Dxtto os. od. o5 ,933\
a S | ,Total_Lofs by the Alte‘,ration‘/_,g— C— 48 zsé
| N Gam‘biv the Dlﬁ'eren’ce of Price ,{,‘ 151,905
-~"’I“o&vhich muﬁ be added Intereft for two Years o
 and an half (as explamed before) upon the-
amount of Sales in cOnfequence of the Alterm S L
atipn = m— S - - 160,000,
f.Ifot'al gained by the C_ompany' == L 3‘#1,905 ‘

e .

A conﬁderable part of the above Galn anfesl :

| uﬁom the very hlgh pr1ces at Wthh the Con—
gou and Souchong Teas have been fold and

| ‘vvhlch the Dlre&ors have exerted their utmoﬁ ;

endeavours :

- within the firft

‘ endeavours to prevent

e 3t)
It will Be found thqt;
prevxous ‘to, the paﬁ’ing of the A&, the ‘quan-

'»tlty of Concrou Tea delivered, upon an aver- . §
‘age. of ten years, amounted to no miofe -than = 4

15695,870 and of Souchong, 0 1 9g,562;
Whereas, there were fold, within twelve Months' |

 after the A& _paffed of Congou 16 2 870,719 5
-anfi of - Souchong, 1’5 635,866 |
| Conﬁderably more | than the proportion upon the . §
- whole of the Sales. And notw1thf’candmg the
- average price of Conaou ‘has been puthed up

thch are

to 4s. 8.55d. per b by fpeculatlon yet the«
Dn'ecf’cors have invatiably offered it at 25. 5d ““'

~and the Souchong, which has been pufhed up

to §s. Io,ood per 15, was offered by the Di-
rectors at 35, The Dn'eéi:ors, therefoze have

- done their duty, in endeavourmg,‘ by . every R
‘means “in their power; to reduce the prices

| pald by the Pubhck

The Tea . which the' Company purchafed o

~upon the Contlnent for the purpofe of fup-

plying this unexpeéted - demand, has produ‘.ced ‘/
@ very conﬁderable profut. AT
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The (Lannty amounts to TB 6, 599,186;“

-And for which they paid various .
prices, amounting in the Whole to [ 702, 500

" :The Company had fold prior to the 4———-—-——-—- \

18th of O&obcr, 1785, to the

- amount of L - -

" There remamed i the1r Warc—. o

| ,"houfcs unfold. Ib 862,470 i vlf_v RRTRR
“the probable value thereof be efti-

~ “mated even below the Average of
'/ithe firft twelve Months

Sales, the
| 'amount W111 be as follows s Viz.“g |

‘ s d S

' 1‘5 985,661 ofBohea, at'1 6 per Ib£73,924,

137,727 of Congou, at '3 g 25,823

19,308 of Souchong, at 5 o | 45827

., 718,070 0f Singlo, « at'2.9 98,734

“ : at 5 10 497

1,704, of Hyfon', - .
viossfRyen a5 ¥ 03808

pmegery

| | £ 934:805
Dedmft for Charges, and for Allow~ =
- ances made by the Company, ﬁrp- we

pofe 6 per cent, B SRR R
T
Dedué’c thc prlme—coﬁ: e . 702,500
| Proﬁt to the Company upon the Tea : i
~ purchafed on the Continent =~ £ 176,217

731,008

56 088 1

purchafed upon the Contment
- ftance has, at the. fame time, pr oved advanta~

» has to 1educe the price

) by retaxnlng in this Kingdom Bullion to a large
| »amount

' furthcr d;fcuﬁ"ed hereafter, ,

(33 )

It is forfunate for the Company, that, at &
pel iod when their own Stock, “imported" dl-—
reétly. from China, was inadequate to the fup=
ply of the increafing. demand of the Pubhck
they {hould be ‘able fo to manage, as  tor ‘ob=
tain a very conﬁderable proﬁt for the. Teas
This 01rcum-_

Ofc:ous to the Pubhck ﬁlf’c, in the tendency it
‘and, in ‘the next place,

which muft have been rem1tted ﬁom
hence, in. add1t1on to ‘the. Sum of [ 702, 5oo, if
the. Tea had coft the Company a greater Price
upon the Continent: but this SubJe& W111 be,-

, It' noW appears, ‘tha‘t'the quantity of Tea con=
ﬁlmed in thefe Klngdoms was known to very few

perfons previous to the Commutatlon—A&, and
‘at.this moment, thereare thofe, who, from their
fituation, are capable of obtalmng the beft ‘in-
 formation, are ftill of opinion, that the Eaft- In~ |
“dia Company cannot fell more than 1b 12,000, 000
‘annually ; notw1thﬁand1ng there were a&ual]y
- fold, within the firft twelve-months after the
| Aét had paﬂed ‘more. than TB 16 ooo,ooo

and
this
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i ,thxs Sale was made- durmg a period, when ‘the

| Company were ‘in a great meafure - unprepared |

to ‘meet fuch an unexpected - and’ incieafed de~
mand; and, (:Onﬁ-:quently, their ‘Warchoufes
“were not aﬂ'orted with Teas of fome patncular
qualltles, ‘which would have enabled them to
~have extended their Sales conﬁderably further‘
~than 16 Millions  of pounds weight. More-

over, it is a well-known fac, that, dunng the /

~ time that the meafure in queftion was in agita~
tion, the Smugglers ‘were every-Where moft ac+

: tlvely and Vlgorouﬂy employed, in dlfpoﬁng of

“their Stock on hand ; and'in- endeavourmg, {o far
| as lay in their power, to fruftrate the Objeéts of
 the Bill : therefore, although the Warehoufes of
i the fair Trader were empty at the perlod when
~the Company began to {ell, yet every place; to

‘ wh1ch the Smuggler could find accefs, was glur- '

 ted. Under thefe mrcumf’cances, it is mamfeﬁ
that, Whenever the Company s Warehoufes thalk

be fo completely fupplied, as to be enabled to
anfwer the demand which may be made by the

Publick for Tea of every quahty ; and Wheneve?'
 the prices thall be reduced fo lovv, as to prevent
- the Smuggler from 1nterfeung ;. the Company’

| may extend then‘ Sales to at leaf’c 518,000 ,000
: I annually -

“ his el’umate e

(35)

annually, but, more. probably, | to 19 Or 2o:

mﬂhons

When the Mmrf’cer propofed h1s Plan to Par—f"

~ liament, I apprehend that he- flated his expecta-

o tion of a defalcation in ‘the- Revenue anﬁng from
Tea for fome ‘time to come;
- augment the burthen 1 upon the Windows' beyond
his eftimate; but that he expeél:ed a’ reimburfe-
" ment.of fuch deﬁc:1ency hereafter, when Smug« !
~ glmg in that article thould be entirely fupprelTed

not- chuﬁng to

and when the Company thould" be enabled to» |

| kfupply the whole of the Tes confumed in thefe
- Klngdoms ‘by the total excluﬁon of all 1llega1‘
f competltion | v

The fatlsfaétron Wthh the Mrmﬁ:er muf’t enJoy, |

and in Wthh the Publick lel doubtlefs moft

corchally concur, muf’c be. great mdeed ‘upon

finding, that even dunng the firft Year, in

Wthl’] from various caufes many dlﬂiculnes

were to be encounte1 ed, which cannot exift

hereafter, the remammg Duty upon Tea hath |
not only produced a ‘Sum equal to the amountat. o
Wthh he had f’cated it, bu‘t conﬁderably exceedz/za B

‘ -Piio:.
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Pmor to the alteratron, the Publick received.

3 annually, from the whole of the Cuﬁoms and
" Excife upon .Tea, after dedu&lng the Dravv—

back upon’ ‘what was- exported ‘no -more than
[81 5,606 ‘and-it was fuppofed that, from the ™
Duty Pull contlnued upon Tea, £215,606 i
o ,vvould be annually recerved in the courfe of a.
“But the Duty of 12% per - cent. pay-. -
able to. Government upon the.quantity ftated to
have been fold durmg the firft twelve. rnonths

B after the Aé’tt,took place, amounts to ,(,' 312 55 .

few years

Dedué‘c the Dravv—baek upon X
portatron, Ll s

e ’ - fepbogo

i ——
Clear Garn, and Balance in favour, of

ithe Revenue per annum, 1n confe- SR
quence of the Alterauon 5

: 1ncreafe

N

5 Tt is 1mpoﬁ'1ble to Ptate vv1th accuracy the pro-"__, -
duce of the Commutatlon—Duty upon Wmdows.v -

" Many Windows “ have' been f’copped up; and‘f‘; |
" every method- made ufe of, in numerous inftances,

| to evade the Tax : but the checks Wh1ch have !
| beenk :

ot

.36 vOIs"t-J; ‘

——-————l—-— S -

£6o,434~_‘f |
with a probabrhty of a further conﬁderable:__:

(37 ) |
heen devxfed t6  corre@ former 1rregu1ar1t1ée -
W111 in all probalnhty hereaf’ter render the produce -

| equal at léaft o the fum at which it was e{h-:_',' |
rhated :- but, thould it even fall {hort of that

amouni‘ the deﬁc1eney, though a lofs to the: Re-f |
Venue, w111 ftill prove a gain to the Puhhck by -

- dugmenting: the profit which they denve from a';'
: reduéhbn in the price of Tea. A R R ‘

)

The advantages hlthel‘ to ﬂ:é.ted hOWCVCl‘ lln.—:f

; portant ‘dre not the Whole of the beneﬁts Wthh) i

the Publick have ah‘eady derrVed and muft conﬂ-' _‘

~ tinue to derive in a ftll greater degree for, i

addrtron thereto, the Smuggler receives a fevere

" wotind, i Beirtg deprived of one of the two greaf
" Articles for the affortment of his Carg6 ; and

which cannot eaﬁly be replaced by any other fub«\

. ftitute. To fender that wourd mortal, ‘the eyds
- of deernment dught immediately to be turned

to thofe Artieles ‘which fHll' rémain, fuch as

Spirits, Tobacco, &c. arid to which the prmc1—'v-ﬂ“ i
ple of the Cdmmutatrdn Tax may be cor re&ly' |
- apphed 5 and With equal fuccefs, o

Great numbers of Perfons have ohjec’:‘ted agamﬁ:

_"the Commutanon A&, who refide at the Sta- |
L Ports 5 and even fome of the prmexpal Country=" |

Fo Towns
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T owns alledglng, that they do not denve that
| advantage from the reduction. in the price of Tea,

~inreturn for the Duty which they pay for their |
. ‘Wmdows, Whlch the Mmlﬂzer, and the Eaft-

Indla Company, gave them reafon to - expecft
-‘T he: truth is, that. thofe perfons and places were

in general fupplred by Smugglers and therefore «

they are parties in the fame caufe. But numbers

~ who refide even in thofe Places are convinced,; that
fuch praéhces are not only prejud1c1al to the Re-
_venue ; but that they alfo operate. moft fatally "'
' agamﬁ the Wealth and profperrty of the Country»

N at large,, by draining it of it’s Gold and Silver,
| Wh1ch have been conveyed to the Contment by the

: Smugglers to an 1mmenfe amount. Such perfons B

muf’c at the fame time, be. fenﬁble, that ‘had it
‘not been for.the rlﬁng profpenty of tl’llS Country,
towards which the checks given to Smugghng‘

¢  have eﬂentrally contnbuted additional Taxes &
_muf’t have been 1mpofed of Wh1ch they Would L
~ have been obliged -to bear thClI‘ propol'tron and: }
1 - the amount of which proportion would probably |
have greatly exceeded the Whole which they NOw -

. pay asa cornrnutatron upon thcn‘ Wmdows

. T he crrcum{’cance of the exportatron of our'»
- . Com naturally leads to the conﬁderatron of a . §
! T - ' ﬁpoint,’ AR

) | culatron

(39)

pomt, which I conceive tobe, at leaﬂ: of equal' :
. .importance ‘with any other ;" and in which -the ]

fuccefs. greatly exceeds the moft fangume expec-
= tation;  hamely, the general effect - which ' this
Meafure hath. produced upon- the Wealth and pubs - |
e credrt of the - Kingdom, by Ppreventing the = |
remittance of very confiderable Sums to the Con: |
© tinent for the purchafe of Tea ;. and Wh1ch are‘
- now retamed for the purpofes of our own cir-

. thereby giving an - addrtronal famhty '

and value to every fort of property Whatfoever, S

In order to arrive at a proper knowledge of
this Subjeé’t it is neceffary to ftate, that, within

- twelve months after the Commutatlon—Aét took |

Place, the Company fold of T ea, 3] 16 I 52 670

A The quantlty formerly fold or dc_,.. e

- livered amountcd annually to Lo
‘about B T - 6,358,144,

e —
. -,

;-Fa_ o compofed
' L o *’/’/

,,,,,

. Rmarns to be fupphed by the, T |
| Smuggler o 159 794,526 -
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| compofed but the beft calculation that T ean
";form is upon ‘the Whole amount fold in thefe

: ‘.ngdoms during the Jaft twelve months, - either
. by the Company, or by the’ Smuggler
> good reafon to, TBelieve, that from Augu{’c 1784, .

I have

- .tg December 1783, there was fmuggled into this

."Country not lefs than four Millions of pounds o
amﬁng ch;eﬂy from the large Stock
which remamed in the Smugglers poﬁ"eﬁion when, .
 the A& pafied ; and from the low prices at which
' Teas were fold. at that time upon the Contment -
If from the quantltles fold by the Company, |
' fﬁand by the Smugglér, a: maoft liberal -allowance
P be dedué’:ed for the Stock Wh1ch muft. remain at -
| all times in the hands of the Purchafers, it lelu»
. appear, that the annual confumptlon exceeds;

~ eighteen Millions of pounds weight ; of which,
o - twelve Millions mutft have been conf’tantly fup- ,
. phed by the Smuggler.,» e |

weight 5

9 :‘ fIfbe aﬁ"o;tin_ent_gﬁnth; twelve Millig )
1 nearly as follows ; viz. |
Bgf_zfza_wv
“one half confifted of Congou
one qaarter, of Singlo; and -~
i one quarter,\ of Souchong and Hyfon

1 1,500,000 a_r_l_dﬁgﬁ_tbﬁﬂremamdef—ﬁ

| Aceordmg:_} N B

f{BOhC@ 5
~ Congou; -~

DR ,/.‘

(w

According “to. thefe pr0port10ns, the. quan’uty* R
before ftated, as remaining fo be ‘fupplied by

the Smugglel, may be aﬁ'oxted in the followmg
‘manner Vlz,. , S L

e
| abloutTB‘I' ’aookooo)k :
} J 4,300,000
. L_Souchong, o=
Smglo S ~ |
,j‘Hyfon e -

2, IS0,000'
1:440,000,1

Almoﬂ: the Whole of the Bohea was fmuggled
Jinto the ‘Weft of England from Guernfey and
‘.jerfey s and ‘the ﬁner forts ‘were introduced mto o

~ other parts of the country from Sweden, Denmark
s »Holland and France, R

In order tq form a Judgment of the Value, I o
have obtamed the beft information in- my power
of the average-pmces of Tea upon the Continent

~ for three years prior to the Commutation-Aé ;

and wlnch I belxeve may be efhmated as fol-«
}ow v1z. -

= S thea; B

700,000 159,79¢,ooo o
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o "Bohea ; tbx,zoo ooo ) ©at 1 10 #’i’c‘. - £110,000
Congou 5 4,300,000 e 3 4 = 716600
“Soucheng ;' 7005000 - 310 . '-‘-, ' 130,000 |

. Singloy 2,150,080 - 3 4 - - 358,369.
~Hyfen; 1,440,000 - 5 1@ - - . 420,000

'jbg,jgo,ooo," EE i ’£r,734,9oo

In thls Statement no - not1ce is taken of the7

nﬂc of the Smugglers, nor of ‘their - proﬁt ;

Cas it is prefumed that the fame muft ultlmately :
revert to this country, i if the Trade be carried on

by Britith Suh_]eé’cs : but fome allowance ought
certainly to be made for their expenfes durmg the
tune they reﬁdc abroa,d | |

| But in 01der ta afcel fain with prec1ﬁon the.,_ |
Balance agami’c thlS ngdom, there muft be de-

du&ed the amount which the Eaf’e—Indla, Com-—

- pany have paLd to Forgigners, for the purchafel |
of Tea ‘upon 'the Contment being L7902, 5005

’Wh;ch will leave a clear annual Balance agamﬁ:fl l
_Great-Britain of £1,032,400; and which Sum the
~ Commutation-A& has effeCtually reached and |

Permanently fecured for the pubhck beneﬁt

The Whole of' thlS Balance muft have been'yf

| mxd to F ore;gners, in. GoId or Sllvex, through

the ', o

| | ( 43 )
the mediun of the Smuggler; Wltllln the fpace

 of twelve months, if the Commutanon A& had
not pafled.
ter extend their Sales as far as eighteen mllhonsf :
of pounds ‘weight, th1s balance ‘will-be | greatly_f o

- increafed ; and ‘there is reafon to beheve, that a S
- lefs Sum than [ 7062, 560 will be" fufficient to
| 'ienable the- .Company to fuPPort théfre Sales even

But, if the Company fhall hereaf=.

to that increafed amounht. - It may be neceﬁ'afy, '

. at the fame time, to obfe1 ve, that although the
~ balance in favour of Great-Britain is ﬁated at B
 £1,032,400; yet the Sum heretofore paid an-
~ nually to the ‘Smuggler (excluﬁve of that part-
~ which the: - Commutation-A& has not reach-
- ed) for the purchafe of Tea, amounted to. no lefs’
than £ 1 1,734,900 and which is now turned
- completely into the channel of the fan Tradera s

To thofe Who are ﬂqlled in pohhcal Anth- N

'imetlck ‘the ‘advantages Wthh muft refult from
,:Sfo large a Balance being thrown into the Lap of
- this Country, by fo fimple an operation, - ‘are
. obvious.” B
. contrlbuted to produce upon the forewn Ex-
K changes, by reducing the price of Gold. and Sil=
. ‘ver, is matter of the utmoft 1mportance and ad~ e
E Vantage to the Bank of England as Well as to
' L : , : aghég k

The wonderful effe& which it has
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the'Pub"hek And although ‘the }demand fof &

" eur. Manufaé’cures, &e: together Wlth the genes=

mal pxofpertty of the Bntl[h Empire, have alfo

' contributed thereto ; yet-that demand muft flac=

o fudte;  whilft ‘the Balance wliich this- kmgdom? S

will pofTeté, drifing from the ‘beneficial confe=

- quences 1efu1tmg from the. Comn1utation-A&,
-~ will be peunanent and lafhng, if the Legifla~.

B cure thall, on their part; adopt fuch méafiires as

e are’ calculatcd to fecule and per petnate the Benew
fits o obtamed ‘and which it is mof’t 1ndubt-' '

Ltably m thexr pmver to do.' R

| The 1at‘e rapid advance in- the value of prow,
- perty is a fubje& of aﬁomfhment with thany
 Perfons ; and; without afcer talnmg prec1fely the
| whole of the caufe; there cannot be a- doubt e
. but that two cxrcumﬁ'ances have, in a moft ef=
@  fential ‘mannér; contributed - thereéto ; nameiy, |
& the great influx of wealth, which “has ‘increafed
~ the number of purchafers and the conﬁdence, :
wvhich augments daily, in the pubhek funds,
from' the profpe&t of the Taxes becoming more’.
produ&tve, in confequence of the fupprefﬁon of R

. Smugghng;

| ( 45 ) ,
At the fame time, the great and unexpe&cci 3

fuccefs which has attended a fingle meafure, will

naturally lead the true friends of the ﬁfft com--

L -, mercial Country in-the World to Wlfh to purfue

the - advantage fo, happtly ‘obtained.; 5 ‘and to> :

adopt, asa general maxim, for the whole of our g
commercml fyftem, - the fame. principle, which

has- been attended, in it’s firft apphcatmn, Wlthx: ‘
fuch great and falutary benefits to the Trade, Fi«

~ nances; Publick-F unds, and landeda-mterefc of o

the ngdom at large

The 1dea, upon Whlch the plan for commut-;
mg the Duties upon Tea was founded if traced
to it’s ‘true fource,v will be met: Wlth in Sir

| Matthew Decker ; which book is in ‘the. hands |
. of every. perfon converfant with finarice, R L
 will be - there feen, that the fame pnnuple -

equally. apphes, with comparatwe effed; to the
Duties upon Salt; (as is more partlcularly and
ably explained by a noble. Lord) alfo, to Spnlts,
- "Tobacco, Glafs, Pnntlng, 8&c. the 1n1poﬂs on
- which, according to the prefent mode of levy~
ing the fame, as well as the Dut1es upon Manu-
factures in general, ferve for no. ~othet purpofe A
~than to benefit the Smuggler 5 and to d1fgrace

the c:ommelc,xal fyﬂ:em of thm country in thef

S e

LI
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| cyes of every mtclhgent perfon, Whether Nanve
~or F orergner | T

It may 'bé moreover. obferved that the ad-
| fvantaoes Wthh the Publick will derive, from -
an extenﬁon of th1s prmaple to the Dutres
:_ Ievred upon other Articles of Commerce, are not

- ~confined to 1nterna1 reoulatlon 5 but W111 alfo

conftitute the only fohd bafis, upon- Whrch
* Great-Britain can found her fyftem for com-
mercral arrangements with' Forergn Natrons,

" in the Treatres which are at prefent in contern-— -

platron

. 'C} : :

But Whatever merrt may be. due to others, or
, Whatever fyf’cem may hereafter be purfued cer-

 tain it is, that the Nation are moft truly and

o highly 1ndebted to the prefent Minifter, for the

| numerous and 1mportant ‘benefits which they
have derived ﬁom the Commutat10n~Aé’t
‘meafure,. Whrch, in 1t S confequences, will prove
as advantageous to the great commercial Interefts
of Brrtarn,' as it is: honourable to the erdom,
" - courage, and perfeverance of the Mlmﬂ‘er Who
= has carued 1t through R

g a7 ) ,.
It muft afford great fatrsfa&ron to thofe Gen-—
tlernen, whofe commerc1a1 knowledge will natu-

rally lead them to an inveftigation of the Sub-

Je&, to be informed, that the Balance in favour’
“of this Country will not be leflened, by the

. meafures which the Company will be obhged to

“adopt, for the purpofe of fupplying themfelves -

‘with Tea drre@dy from China, in order to fup-' -
| port ' their annual Sales to fixteen rmlhons of
| pounds’ Werght ‘as the Sum of J4'702 500,

charged in the thmate as havmg been paid to

Foreigners for Tea during the laft Seafon, will

- be more than adequate to the end propofed It -

muﬂ: alfo. be obferved, that, by the laft ad-

- vices I‘CCClVCd from Bengal, it appears, that the
Governor—General expelts  to be able to make -
, very Conﬁderable remittances annually to Chma,
out of the produce of the Terrltorlal Revenue :

the Whole of which W111 tend ploportronably to‘; '

- reduce the fum of £ 700,000, which muft -
otherwife be fent thither in Silver from England |
~ fuch remlttances may very probably,‘ in a few
" years, arnount to one third part of that Sum: .
~ but, if no affiftance Whatever thall be afforded
from India to China, fill the fum of £ 702,500
will be more than fufficient to enable the Com~
'pany to fupport their Sales to the extent of fixe
, teen mxlhons of pounds Wetght per annum.

Gz Tam
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-Tam fenﬁble, that, aft61 having flated feve-
*_'ral very important’ beneﬁts which have refulted

- from th1s meafure, T thall be told, that there

© are many ‘others-which have not been noticed ; T.
will therefore endeavour to pomt out fome of the

;advantages Wh1ch remain for conﬁderatton, and
“which claim ‘our more 1mmed1ate attentionsy  §
" _‘leavmg the reft to be fuggeﬁed by the good-" K
Inf’cead of. paymg for the .
;f\furplus quantity of Tea.in Bullion to Foreign-
ers; through the medium ' of the Smuggler, the

Company will be enabled to 1ncreafe their EX—

E ports-- to Chma, in the Woollens and Lead of ’

- this Country, to a very conﬁderable amount

- ‘and the Shlppmg of the ngdom will alfo re~
“ceive a moft valuable addition, in the employ— o
ment of forty-—ﬁve large Ships more than are'at
_ for, if the Sales can be ex- N
. tended even no further than’ ﬁxteen M1ll1ons, the "
- fur plus of ‘ten lmlhons will require : fifteen Sh1psi ,
- annually to brmg it home : and as the Ships of two. -
~ Seafons muft be abfent together, and a third Fleetin -
i aftate of preparatlon, it will require forty-ﬁve Ih;ps—jf |
in all to’carry on the add1t10nal Trade ; the na~
;_.'_wganon of Wh1ch Wlll aﬂ’ord employment for -

prefent. employed

| -345C_Seamen

. 1I S
o

o adopted for this Seafon ;-
 taken the neceﬁ'ary meafules for remlttmg Silver -
~ from “hence to Chma
T L 7oo,ooo, by the Shlps at prefent under

."dlfpatch _' T B T |

- - China; as this trade'n
- fent hlgh freight, fo long: as there fhall be any
eompetmon w1th F orexgn Natlons e
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, In following up this great Concem, for the

- purpofe of fecuring the beneﬁts of if Permanenﬂy
to this Country, it will be exped1ent for :the

Company to change their Syftem upon two

L materjal pomts ‘without 'VVthh they never can R
~be. able to 1mpo1t "Eca into Europe upon terms “

equally cheap ‘with the Foreign Compames. o
The. one is, to fend Silver to China, Wlnch can

be purchafed at p1efent for about 4s. 4d. the “

e Dollar, inftead of belng drawn ‘upon from thence
at ‘the. E*cchange of 5s '6d. which has been pald E

for fome years paft : and . Whlch mode has ‘been
- the Company havmg

to  the amount of

: ‘The gothel;' is, to rea

he Frelght from -
an fuppmt the pre«

)"3

The remedy, Wlth refpeét to the la{’c poxnt |

s ::IS d1ﬁicult “for although it . may be urged that
T the (“ompany ought, and. can, ‘employ thofe
) ‘ShlPS, the Owners of Wlnch Wlll accept of the

1oweﬁ:‘f'~




L Ioweﬁ frelght
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yet there are crrcurnﬁances,
, Whmh deferve attentron, | and conﬁderat1on, be-

o fore the Company venture to depart from then
~ ancient ufage under the faith of which very

'Iarge capitals. are employed. . There cannot,

~ however, be a dOJ.bt bu; that very material

alterations in this branch of the Company’s
affairs muft take place for, whatever may be
~ the dlfpoﬁtlon of the Company to pay atten-
tion to the interefls. of a numerous and’ refpeét«

N ab1e body of men, - Who have rendered fervice

" to them in times of dlfhculty, yet. the price
~ which the Company now pay for the frerght’
of thelr Shlps is {fo exorbltant and the Publick
at large are {o much interefted in the Company’s

~ welfare, as to preclude every ‘1dea of fubmrttmg
- to the prefent Sy{’rem -

: A propofal has lately been rnade, to bulld a
q fufﬁcrent number of Ships. for the fervrce of the] g
Company ; and for Wthh the Owners will:
contrac for four Voyages, at five pounds per
- Ton lefs than the Company at prefent pay And

as the Company will employ at leaft 30, ooo‘;‘ N
~, Tons of Shipping in cach Year, - the Saving'
,Would amount to no. lefs than AL 50 000 per% |

s annum

. ‘muft. u]trrnately tend to reduce the prrces 2t
which the ComPanY will’ in futare offer their e

(51 )‘-V

It W‘ould fwell this Treanfe to a Volume 0
| dxfcufs the Subjeé’c in'detail ; but it muft be évi-

dent, even from what has been fated, that the !
' Dn‘eé’rors never can dueharge the duty Whrch» |

‘they owe to their Conflituents, - -and to the
Publick,

The quantrty of hlpplng neceﬁ'ary for carry-n

mg on the Companys Trade is about 100,000
Juttice requires that attention thould be - o

Tons

;fhewn to the old Owners but the change muft

: be made Wlthout delay srand be purfued with

that firmnefs and 1mpart1ahty, Whlch it’s magm«
tude and i importance require

At the outfet of an arrangemem of ths na‘ture9

it is probable that the Saving will be moderate 5

but, whatever it may amount to, the whole

o Teas for fale; thereby rendermg the Gain fo the

L -Pubkck fill more confiderable than I have ﬂ:ated
ot and of Courfe, more effe&ually than ever to ‘.: :

depnve -

| | unlefs ‘they make a total 1eform n}"
| zhrs Department of Lhe Company s aﬂ'arrs

~in ordér to ‘con-
vmce the Prom ietors, and the Pubhck that the
Obje& will, wrthm a reafonable ume, be finall
i ,aCcomthhed R BREEN ’

TR N g
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deprwe the Smuggler, and Foreign Companies;

‘of the only means, which are now left them,
'for]entering:int'o a competition with the Com-

o pany,. for the purpofe of fupplying,our,‘" i"rfltcr'na:l'
| 'Cdnﬁ;h{ptioﬁ, i I P

| Altheughthe operatlon of the.Colnfnu'tation-Agﬁf N

“has 'provcd of very material advantage to t‘he‘Eaﬁf

India Company ;' and has contributed, ‘in a great
degfeé; to relieve them from ,the_diﬁicultles un-
der which theylaboﬂred 5 it would be extremely

- culpable in the DiréGors to reft contented with

a temporary benefit 5 and not to ufe ‘their beft

endeavours to:imprtﬁ/e, and to fecurethe advantages

" fo obtained to their V‘Conﬁ‘itugn’ts, and to‘ ,'t_hej '
L Céuﬁtry. :}They’ have accordingly exerted them-

B felves for that purpofe; not only by purchafing

'» ﬁpcmhg Continent, ‘as hath been already ftated,

to f{upply their immediaté ‘wants ; Jbl‘;;t,.alfq, by

. fendinga gréa_’térn}uinbér of Ships to China ; and

by preparing Silver to a very large amount tor
“exportation _thither, in addition to the Woollens

‘and Lead of Britain, Without'VWhich, the Tea o :

~ could not be pm"c‘hafed;’* But it ¢aﬁnot be fuppp"f.-.f B

ed, that their finances are .at prefent i 2a condi-

" tion to enable them to advance the whole of the

" additional Capital which will be requifite for the

S}

4

- @ccafion 5 and ﬂill‘lefs‘t’q} prOVid‘é’*fhét Stock of

. Tca,‘;to' remain alWay_s iﬁ-'t_héh#: \,x;falféhbﬁfes;, ‘ |
for, haVing'fold’ﬁtheeﬁi o

-which the A& directs :
Millions of pounds’ weight within the firft twelye.

RN months, At WIH be IlCCf:ffaIY tO import, ,thillty'_ twa

MﬂhO{IS in‘one year, if thf? re qu'iﬁtion’s CJOﬁta"iI'i-:

od in thie AQ be litcrally obeyed: but: the Com..-

pany have neither funds nor Ships - fufficient for-

~ that purpole ; nor, if they had, is it probable that
- China could furnith {o-latgea quantity as- th1rty- |
- two Millions of pounds in one year: the Com- -
pany muft, therefore, -truft, “in pzﬁrt; ‘to the Sur- -
= PlL}ls“ which may remain of  their old Stock 5 and
~ to an accumulation froem their fiiture - annual
Imports, arifing from a conftant and gradual ex-

Cefs_,? Q'Ve.r' .g_i?_d abdxfe' ‘w'hat mayi b’é‘”réqu'ired to |
Aupply the Sales of the year; until the whole

| quanutywhlch, by the A&, the Com pany are
direGed to ‘lﬁe'Cps,COntihually';in' their Warchoufes

Lhall rhay;s becn obtained.

~ In flating the amount of ‘what the Company

he.iyc “already advanced, and the Capital which
- will hereafter be: neceffary, in |
. Wh@h‘ they have heretofore ufually employed in
5 the :Tc_:a-Trad?, it may be remarked, that, as the
~ Sums which havé been pai ' pro-

,-in addition ‘to that

d to T?FOreignérg';pm;v L

e .duce!a: |

= .
R T 5
t .
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duce a qulcker return, thofe fums cannot be

confidered in the fame light as the Bullion and
Merchandlzc which may be fent to Chmaﬁ at
s neverthelefs true, that the Company muh o
a certain period, be in advance for the bW 5;)
But, for the purpofe of meeting that 0 i]es 1(11:
:completely, 1 will ftate fuch additiona :m
onl y as they muﬁ: permancntly advance’ _ Vi
i Sllver to be fent © Chma in the e
 Seafon 1785-86 - -
- ‘Dltto in the Seafon 1786 87
- ‘fDlttO in the: Seafon 1787-88 5 be« S -
ing a m01ety of the amoung,. R

| fent n the Precedmg Seafon

700 OOO

4 Addmonal qua,ntxty of Woollens i
~and Lead, Of thefe articles the

L Company have h1therto fent to the o
amount of about,(: I\I 1,000 annually .

o Chims and of Siher 0 the
-arnonnf: of about £ 14,000 per
~annum ; but thcy propofe in future . o

1o augment  their  Exports of R
Woollens and Lead only to the AR

5'705 000 -

R 35 OQOQO" "-

mm'

Camed forward ,{,’ ,75030069 -

|

AT S

(oss ) Lilonn
Brought forward j: 1,7 50,000
- "amount of £3oo,ooo per an-
' “num, the increafe of Capltal re-
* quired-for. which’ purpofe will be 4.37 ooq
As a Stock of  fix Mﬂhons of pounds N
~ weight of Tea was fufficient before .
~ the A&, and fixteen Millions are
. now requned the firft coft of the' |

: ‘addltlonal quantlty will amount
~ to about - -

The Whole Frelght on 1 5 Shlps

TImprefs on 30 additional Sh1ps

Cha1 ges.of Mer chand1ze on ten MlI- |
hons of pounds of Tea, about ‘

- 33000

7o,ooo ‘
—.—-—-._(-— ’

G Total f 3,247,000

Whlch is the add1t10nal Cap1tal neceﬁéry to enable |
the Company to fulfil the d1reéhons contained in
‘the Commutatlon A, upon a fuppoﬁtlon that

the Sales will not exceed ﬁxteen Mxlhons of e
pounds wewht annually

As the Sh;ps Wthh WlH fall from hence for -

| fChma at the end of the year 1785, and the be-:
) gmnmg of the year' 1786 W111 begm to arrive

"Hz

,/:'

Sl 6oo ooo' o

- 60,600

n




o ffollowmor Seafon
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a 121 England in 1 the Summer of 1787, part of thens’ :

Cargoes may be fold at the September Sale of that

year ; for which reafon, a proportion of the
© amountis dedu&ed from the Caprtal tobeadvanced

for Silver, to be fent to China by the Shrps of the

will be neceﬁ'ary, to enable the EaPc-Ind1a Com-
~ pany fo -execute the purpofeb of the late A&;

and to’ fecure, in a permanent raanner, for the
 Publick, and for herfelf a contlnuance of thofe |
 benefits Wthh havc already arifen, amounts to
' ‘the enormous Sum of £352 47,ooo, the oreater ’

patt of which’ will be found in the groW1n0'

o proiperrty of the Company

It may be neceﬂ'ary, at the fame time, for the} N
fatr~:fa&1on of thofe Who may with for informa- 1
tion upon that fubje®, to ftate what part of the
Sum beforementioned - is now employed or will |
‘be immediately required : but premifing, that, at N
prefent the whole of the Money 1nveﬁed in the v,

purchafe of Tea upon the Contlnent 1s wanted

- becaufe there er bean abfolute neceﬁity for the -

‘» Comipany to renew therr purchafes, until. they' :

J gan be fupphed W1th a fuﬂicrent quant1ty dlrec?dy
L A . S from |

and the l1ke with refpeét to
~ the value of the Woollens and Lead The - |
~ whole, however, of the addrtronal Cap1ta1 Wmch s

fom Chma

S JOWS ,' VIZ
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The Account then ftands as forl~

For the purchafe of Tea upon the

~~ Continent . - J(,'700‘ ooo =
| Srlver to be fent to Chma by the

_ Shlps of this Seafon ; - 700 006

| Addmonal value in Woollens and : |

Lead -

175,000

h——-———’

£ I, 57 5,000

———-—-——-

In propormon 'as the Company obtam reun- -
burfement for the coft of the Tea purchafed upon .
‘the Continent, an additional quant1ty of Silver and

- Merchandrze will be wanted, to be fent to China}

proceedmg thus gradually, until the whole of

- the Sum of £3,247,000 fhall be ﬁnally and per-s
o manently mve{ted t |

: Under thefe cir cumi’tances, it becomee rea- |
{onable that the Publick thould ﬁep forward and

. contribute. fome aﬁif’cance towards promotmg B

- the general profpenty 5 as the moft effeCtual |

D ‘means of rendeung that Syftem perpetual which
»»\,‘has proved ﬁlch a fource of wealth to the Na--

tron,
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| »Company are very 1nconﬁderable, when com-
Pubhck have already reaped, and muft contmue
to enJoy, from.. the .Commutation- Aét d,’,
confequently, it is the mtereft of both to- fupport ‘

','tent the 1equ1ﬁt1ons and. purpofes of the A&.

- tion-totally different from that in which they have -
lately béen. reprefented not as, fohc:rtrng for re-

| Pubhck to contrrbute towa1 -ds the advancement

 moft W1fe]y comrmtted to their care, for the wel-

Country Would enfue E o

tion. - In- fruth the benefits derived by the‘d |

- pared with the immenfe advantages which the\ o

the-meafure; . and to execute, in the fulleft ex- :

The, Company will, - ‘however, ftand in a fitua-

Tief in therr (diftrefs, but as calhno upon the =

- of their mutual profpenty, not as Paupers or
1 Lankrupts, but for “the honourable purpofe of -

e enabhng them to difcharge, with theiraccuftomed
zeal and fidelity, a Truft which, the Legiflature has

1 fare of the Commumty and of the Company, -
. and, from the negleé’c or inefficient difcharge of
- which, the moft injurious confequences to this

It 1s however proper in’ thrs place to obferve, Sl
that although the additional Sum of ,l‘: 3,24.7,000
Wﬂl be neceflary, to enable the Company £6 con-
| duét the1r comme1C1a1 concerns, in confequence‘ B
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of tne immeénfe increafe. of their’ ChmawTrad
yeta very conﬁder able part of that Sum has arrfeé '
and. will continue to. arife, from their incre fnd'
© Sales ; thereby fecurmg; at the commencenj1 ;
~of this- buﬁnefs, great and 1mportant beneﬁetnt‘
Whrch, in almof’c every other plan of a commers-— i

0 cral nature, can. onl
N y be eXpeéted to acc |
B 1t s ﬁnal executron OmPanY

The good farth and gratrtude Whrch the Com-.A' )
~ pany have already ‘manifefted towards the Pub-

lick, in the’ difcharge of a part of their late ob-

hgat10ns aﬁ"ord fuﬂiment fecurlty for 1ts further -
tc}pnﬁdence For . although in the: Eﬁlmate of -
eir Affairs; ‘which was dChVCI red to the Houié*:

of Commons on the: I4th of F ebruar g
o Company propoiéd to: pay one half ojff' thzggu:he': B

- poftponed in the - year 1786- 87, and the it |
~ mainder in the year 1787-88;  yet they e

- tually dlfcharged the firft payment, amounnh g

g to .

,(,’401 119, on the 12th '
5 of Way laft; and the-
fecond - pay'nent Would alfo have been. drfchar ge§ -

- _Zp the 1ft of ]anuary 1786, amounting to
! 522,400, had it not been for the lar geand un~
forefeen demands upon the Cafh o o

f the Company, o

for “the purpofes of purchaﬁng Tea aporn” the "

| Contment and of fendmg SllVer to Chma. “And,..

| .'t‘o :
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. to accompliﬂ; thofe imp§1;tafnt Objects, they hayg:l'-

‘neither had occafion to borrow any frefh Loans, .
nor even, to a ‘
refources which they had at command.

;HaViri.ngivcn in detail the advantages which

| have refulted from the Commutation-Acts it .

shay not »be'impropér to endeavour to brmg thofe,.
“in which the Publick are more immediately inter- -

 efted, into oric connefted point of view, -

L an’c, Let 1t .‘ b§ | ébférvéd_‘,_tﬁitf thc aiefgge,_ 5
y of Tea fold by the Company for ten
paffing of the Commutation-

- quantit
years prior. to the
A&, was very little _more tha

- pounds’. ‘weight per

n ix ;miﬁidn_s' of ;

1 firft ewelv s after the A
|| quantity fold exceeded Th 16,000,000 .

. Secondly .;" 1
tinued uponTe

¢he Eftimate by no lefs than £60,434.

| st.’I’_T@S'fOldﬁ
~ only to £2,770 ,
. been ._j‘.[old_. at the f;o,rme"rv_ ptic;:sv,‘

R '

wvail théfﬁfelVés of ,thdfcicrédits and -

. annum;~ but, i Wlthm the =
\ ;él'\i'e;hid‘riﬂis after _VthC‘Aé‘tf fopk; plg;ce, ‘the

the amount of the Duty il con~ -
ahas, in the firft year Q‘nly;'excccdsd o

~Thirdly ; the total Sum paid by the Purchafers, .
nce the paffing of the At,amounts -
,799's but, had an equal quantity -

' “the Purchafers
e

(6

muft have paid not lefs than ,{,'4,82"6,2'6 17 cone |

: fgqu¢11t1y, the ',Pgibmk have been benefited to the
, ng:uAm‘t‘-Of ‘,(:2,‘9 55,462 by this regulation. SR

- Fourthly ; thegmcreafe in the annualﬂamdu}lt |

of the Company’s Sales, will oblige them to ex

tend their importations fro | .
L g o 10U1LS rOnl\_Chinas LI e .

| . ﬁﬂﬁl the requifitions of the A : and l?off?r tf). B
T I U - N i Y IC

4 ‘purpofe, not lefs than 45 larg_e'gdditional j Shl;:l

'and 3450 Seamen, muft b Al b
by the Company. conflantly employed

- Fifthly ; their e.Xp_ofts, of the Woélienjsv‘ém}'

‘ a 1S countr y h ge mente »

the value 111,000, }
value of £'111,000, to which the amount has

hi 5 been limijted -
- hitherto been limited, to at leatt /[ 300,000 p
L 5 e

. annum, which will be n‘eceffary”hereafter"' '

Finally ; the retaining within v‘t‘his ngdom a

- ;Balance,‘«amounting j annually to no lefs tha

B ,i ;1;0‘13 2,400 3 which, prior to the Ac?c, Was i‘fj e

i;h iy Pa;d t.o: Foreigners " in “fp'eci.é through
¢ medium of the Smuggler ; ‘and ‘;f;hi(:li' Bz- :

- aee willin all probability be greatly increafed,
- When the purpofes of the A “ anyhl‘;lffabfi -

Ca - C - o
} rri;e,d,vcompletely‘mto execution.:
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Thefc advantages which havc anfen from a ﬁ-n; -

5 g}e operatlon, are of fuch magmtude and imports
" ance, as to fatlsfy every‘ 1mpart1al perfon of the
e beneﬁmal confequences which muft refult: from'
o general apphcatmn of the fame: 11bera1 prinCi-
,v._’-'v’:ple to- the Duties ftill’ fubﬁfhng upon Vanousv‘ -
brancbcs of the Manufaétures and Commerce Qf

Pl




