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| MY DEAR LORD, g i
| I sv much in your debt, and very desirous to
acknewledge it. A materlal service, accompa- _:

i

R N ‘nied with constant kmdness and fnendshlp, ‘en- ;

titles you to every proof of gratitude, which I
can give you. In the country, where you have
wisely resolved to fix your residence, your ex-
ample, I know, is eminen‘tl'y useful. The pur-
- suits, you are engaged in, are of all others the -
most likely to ‘make you happy in retirement.
Yet knowing, as I do, how highly you are qua--
lified for grcater occapations, I cannot but regret.
that you are not called upon to act on a more
extensive scgle’,‘, or in a station better syited tp__
your ,abilities and to your rank in society, The )
‘publication, which I now dedicate to you, con-' y
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tains no principle or opinion, to which, as I be-

lieve, you would be unwilling to lend your
3

name. You seriously t think, what others are con-

tented to profess, that justice and good faith
ought to be observed even fo the Mabhrattas, and.

" that, in the late wars in lndxa, they were. not

the aggressors. In these opinions I trust you will
find yourself confirmed by the arguments, which
I had the honour of stating to the House of

*'Commons; and which I now submlt to the judge-

“ment of the. Pubho. L : :
PHILIP FRANCIS. N

;z‘ozfl: No«).:_:‘s_o;sg", |

| HOUSE‘ ‘OF COMMONS,
M(zrcﬁ 14, 1804

MR. FRA\ICIS moved that thc 33th clause of the

.24th of :the King should be read, viz. -

-« Whereas to pursue schemes of conquest and

' extenswn of - dommlon are measures repugnant to

the wish, the honour,: and. pohcy of thls ‘nation :-
“be it enacted,” &c. - i :

‘And then addressed hzmse]f to the Speaker to thc |
following . effect :—In. moving to- have this clause

now read, I have two objects : first, to remind the

House ofthcxr ownunanimous resolution,on which

the” subsequent ‘Act of ‘Parliament was foundcd

- and then to shew- that, in the motion, which
D ¢ propose to.submit to the House, I am.governed
by that resolution, and aim at nothing but to en-
. force the execution of that Jaw.  In this purpose,
, and on this’ ground, I hope for ‘the support and -

concurrence ‘of -the- House ; because I do not be-

Jieve it will be. asserted by any man; that it' is

very right to pass:laws for the better government

of a dxstant domlmon, and very. wrong to mquxrc ‘
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whether such laws are obeyed or not. In'my
opinion, it would be a wiser policy, and a safer.

practice, not to- ‘make. any laws, than to suffer
them to be slwhted with impunity. Habxts of

di&obedxeme are very: catching ; and they are the =
more dangerous in propomou to the distance of

the offending p'lrhes, and to the facrhty, whlch»

. that distance” gives them, to conceal or disguise

their tmnswhons 1 state these prmcxples gene-
rally, as a rational ground of parliamentary sus-

- picion - and mqmr;, ‘whenever the: governments

in India appear to be engaged in measures, whxch
the law prohibits ; and not at. all meaning to af-
firm “that* such measures, when they . are tho-
roughly examined, may not admit of a sufficient

' Justxﬁcatlon The business and duty of. this day

‘does not call upon me to accuse any man,: or to
affirm that any: thing deserving the censure. of
Parliament has been done.. My object is to in-

: qurre ‘and then, according to the result of the-

inquiry, to desist or to proceed. -All I contend for,

“in the first instance, is that a British Governor,
" who commences a war in India, is prima facie,doing
' that which the law prohibitsy that his own act of
itself puts him on his defence; ‘that he is bound
o justify on the case; and that, ‘until he has so
Justlﬁed his conduct, the presumptlons are against
~him. = All' the authorities of this country have
united w1th ‘one voice to condemn and forbid the:‘,
carrying ‘on war in'India for any purpose but.de-
fcn(:e, ot on any ground but necessny I need:

3

'

not tell the House, that the. practicein India has -
~ been almost uniformly, o or with very short e\-._\'
ceptions, directly -opposed to the . prohrbxtnon R
While the Directors of the India. Compmy hqdl ’
any power, they certainly. laid down Very wise.

‘principles, and gave very proper orders on this

subject... When their power over theu‘ own Go-f
VErnors was' found to be msufﬁcrent the Lemsla— ‘

ture mterposed bat, as it appears ,by the fd,CtS,-
with no more success than the Directors. Smce

the Prohibitory Act. passcd in 1784, Iappeal tov_
the House whether we have heard of .any thing .

from India but war and conquest ; many victories

and great acqmsmons, with . only now. and then

a:short interval of Tepose, to take brcath and
begin again. There is another glound of pre-
sumption against the necessnty and _]ustxce of these
wars, which seems to me as strong and conclusxve

as-any presumpnon can be before the contrary 15
'proved I mean, Sir, that almost all thcae wars
- are supposed. to originate in acts of _provocation. -

and. aggressxon committed . by the. weak against
the strong. The strength of any snwle Indian

state at any time, and now I believe of all of them -

put. together, is not to be: compared to the rmhf

tary power and resources of the anhbh Ido
" notsay that these nations have no means of de~ -
fence, or that 1he Mahrattas, for example can\
. do us no mischief ; but that, consxdermg the great
dlsparxty of force, 1t requires very. cicar cv1dence: :

BZ
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to make it credible, that whereas the disposition:
of the British power in' India is-always, if pos- -
sible, to preserve the peace, “and to be satisfied
with what we possess, this excellent disposition-
is never suffered to prevaﬂ because the Indian:
princes are so restless and unruly, that we cannot,
in common' justice to' ourselves, refrain from in~
vadmg them.  The fable says—the fierce, rebel-
llous lamb, “‘would never suffer the mild, gentle,
moderate wolf to be quiet : “if it was not you, i

was your fatlzer "These propositions may be '

true, but they require some proof 5 and, when
the proof is produced, T shall desire it always to-
‘be observed and ‘remembered, that the evidence
which comes. before us is ex- parie. We hear little-
or nothmg of what the opp031te, and possxbly the'
111Jured party, have to say for themselves. =~
"Ever. since I bave known any thing of Indxan
affairs, 1 have found that the prevaxhng discdse-

of our governments theré -has been a rage for
making war. * The strong; though ‘ineffectual

remedies, which have from time to time been ap-

~plied to this disorder, ‘are'a su{'ﬁment proof of its
existence. That ‘individuals ‘may firid their ac-.

count in' the conduct of such wars, I do not'mean

to dispute; but I deny’ that they are orcan be.
for the benefit of the India Company, or the na-
tion, particilarly in the “present. circumstances of -
the Company’s affairs. In these circumstances,
| and in actual posscssxon of half the bemnsulaa;.

P
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you engage in a new war with the Mahrattas, the
success of ‘which can. give ‘you ‘nothing but an:
addition  of - temtory, which:  you. cannot keep:
without “an intolerable increase of your military
estabhshmer;ts, and a.perpetual drain of all your
resources, of mien as well as money, and. which

you ought not to: keep if -you could. - Whether

‘

or with ‘what loss or expense our success against
them. may have been purchased, are questions on
which we-are-utterly in the dark. By public re-
port alone we are. informed; that-a war of great
extent at least, and liable to many important cons
sequences, ‘is now- carrymg on in India, and that

no: mformatmn of it has. been- communicated to A

Parliament. = Sir, I can safely assure this House,
that the Mahrattas, though not capable of mcetmg’
‘us in the field, or at all'likely to enccanter. us.in
a pitched battle, are nevertheless very well able to

- do us a great deal of mischicf. - Tu the year 1778
the Presndency of Bombay received-and gave their -

protection to-a Mahratta fugitive,. called Ragoba,

~ «and.mustered. all the force they. could collect .to -

escort hlm back to-Poona, and to. mdke them-

- selves masters of that place.. If the ~expedition

had succeeded, I do-not c’cubt that the persons,

- who were. engaged init, wonld have been very
-Well pmd for thcu troublc. The event was, thalt g

the Mahrattas have ‘united in dcfence of their
country, or to. carry the ‘war into the heart of our
‘best provinces, as they have done in former times,
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théir army was surrounded, starved ‘and “com-.

pelled to capitulate. At somie earlier periods of

the history of India, the Mahrattas have frequently.
crossed the rivers, and made rapid incursions into

~ the upper provinces of Bengal and Bahar, carry--

ing universal desolation with them. wherever they

went, ruining the country, and making it im-

possible to collect the revenues. I know no rea-

* son, why they may not make the same attempts"

again, and-with the same 'success. “With such.

bodies- of horse as they can- collect at:a very short -
warning; from fifty to a hundred thousand in- dif-

ferent quatters, they may pour into our provinces,
over-runand lay waste the country, and then make

their retreat with the same rapidity; without its:
being possible for us either to meet or to overtake
them, Thisis their mode of makmg war, and it

has always succeeded with them. - ‘They are the
"Fartars of India. In these circumstances, I ask

is it proper or not that Parliament should know,:
why this war was undertaken I for what purposes.
it “has. been pursued? and with what success. it

* has been attended? and finally, has it the sanction’

.and’ approbatlon of the Court of Directors, and”
of His Majesty’s Ministers > [ cannot ‘believe - 11:3
powble “If it should be stated, as'l have some
reason to expect it may, that the papers, to which?®

“-these motions allude,” have not in fact been re~
ceived ‘by the Court of - Directors, that answer
‘must: silence me for the present; but T.mustsay’

7

that, in another point of view, it will be very -
The  orders given by Lord

unsatisfactory.
Wellesley, in consequence of which the hostilities

began upon the Malabar coast, must have been
~dated some time in June, or early in July last.- I

beg of the House to observe the dates: we are
‘now in the middle of March; so. that eight

months ‘and a- half must have elapsed since the:
orders were' given, and no information I‘CCCIVC(’].V' 4
at. homc on that subject. This i 1s a casey Wthhﬁ_:: :
the Act .of Parlxament has foreseen and provided |

for: the words of the law are, that ¢ in all cases,
wherc hostilities shall be commenced, -or_treaty
‘made; the Governor General -and Council sha]l,
by the most -expeditious means. they can,devise, coms
municate the same to the Court of Directors, to-
gether with a full state of the information and
intelligence, upon which they shall have com=

- menced such . hostilities, or ~made such treaties ;

and -their - motives and reasons for the. same at

large.” Until it shall - -appear in evidence, that - .

this' delay of information directly from Lord

Welleslcy 18 not owing to any neglect or omission ..
- of his, I am bound to presume that there is

‘afault somewhete, on: his side.. Supposmcr thc

“measures. in- question should. appear, upon .in-

quiry, to deserve censure, that cause of censurg

| will b}(: greatly aggravated by the neglect of send-
: ing  home - txmcly mformatlon on the
;subJect BE e WD Gy By n“ : WhOIE

A

A i 25
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“Tam not able fo t'mesee what sort of objections

 eanbe stated to the motions for papers,with which -

I ‘mean to conclude: I rather hope for the ac-

quiescence of the Noble Lord on the: other side. »
At all events, I hope and expect that personal
~ character, or the personal confidence: due to any

man, will not be alledged in bar to this inquiry.
‘At present there is no charge,: and there ought to

Be no defence. If I have laid sufficient ground
, for ‘inquiry, we are hound to inquire. If crimi- -

“pation should  follow, it must be answered, not

- by character, but by proof. - When an-inquiry

was moved for in this Hou:e, in the year 1791,

into the causes of. the ﬁrst war with T\ppoo Sul-
tan,’ 1o ‘man’s reputatlon stood higher: in the 7

_estimation of the public than that of Lord. Corn~
_wallis ; ‘but I do not remember that any opposi-

tion to the inquiry was set'up on- the score of - his
personal character, though rione: was-more gene-.

~ally respected. -On. the contrary, His Majesty’s
Ministers met the inquiry fairly, and thought they

coutd not. defend his conduct better: than by gwmg -

~us-all the information they poseessed ‘1 hope

~and 1 expect that the . Noble :Lord, now. at the

_head of the Indian department,. will follow that

- example. He professes to invite and encourage
_a free discussion of all’ Indian questions. - If not, -
‘and if the ‘motion, - with which I am now about‘f‘

X0 conclude, should bc resxsted I thmk the. House
wnll be reduced to one of thesc two conc}usxons ;

'~ The motion was withdraw v

9

exther that there is somethmg in the personal

merits of Lord Wellesley, which  entitles him to

- greater confidence than was thought due to Lord '-

Cornwallis ; or that there has been something in
his conduct, to which no other defence can be ap-

plied but a favourable opmlon of his- character. .

I 'move you, Slt‘, O
€€ That there be laid before thls house, copies

or extracts of all dlspatchcs received from ‘the

Governor ‘General of Bengal, or from the PreSI-

- dencies of Fort St. George and. Bombay, as far as

such dispatches relate to or account for hostilities,
‘now or lately submstmg between the said Govern:
‘ments and any of the Mahratta Princes or States
W1th the dates of the recexpt of such dispatches. - ’
“ COPICS or extracts of all the correspondenee

. betwecn the. said Governments and any of the

Mabhratta Princes or States, relative to the sald
hostlhtles. “ x

Copxes or extracts of all orders or. mstructlons

i

v vsent to India by the Court of D1rectors of the East
v ;Indla Company on the same subject.”

LORD CASTLEREAGH said, that Government |

were not in possession’ of the crrcumstances whxch
preceded the rupture, :
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' HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Mﬂy 3,1804.

" LorD CASTLEREAGH moved, that the thanks

of the House be’ glven to the Marqms of VVel]es-
;ley, and to the ofﬁcers and soldxers concerned 1n

achxevmg our late successes in Indla.

‘Mr. Francis.—Mr. Speaker, The motion made

by the Noble Lord puts me under great dlfﬁculty,

and, 1f it prevaxls, I think Wlll reduce the House
‘ ltself to a smnlar dlﬁiculty inits future proceedmgs ' |
on'the subject of thc war in India. = I shall state it

fairly as it. strikes me, and leave’ it to the candid
conmderahon and 1mpart1al Judgmcnt “of ' the
House "When I attended yesterday, in conse-
quence of the notice glven by the Noble Lord, it
was with an expectatlon, well warranted by the
terms in which he- gave it, that nothmg was’ in-
tended but a partlcular vote of thanks, in which '

o should have heartxly concurred ‘to parhes and for

“servmes, of Wthh he cannot think more highly

than'T do. T belicved and I expected that the

‘motion would be confined, as T still think it ought

1o be, to- persqns and- to actions, concerning Whlch‘
~ there could be no difference of opmlon—-—l mean
 the eminent gallantry and skill; with which all the

military operatzons agamst the Mahrattas appear;r

to have been conducted. The memory- of the‘_
brave men, who have fallen in these conflicts, is

‘_ entxtled to every. mark of honour, whxch thls Housc :

11

has the ‘po'w'er*.-of ‘conferring. “The services of the

survivors have an equal claim to the gratitude of
their country.’ Whether so- many valuable lives

have been unprofitably lost, in a quarrel, which
ought or ought not-to be’' avowed by Parliament ;

'or*‘whether‘such great exertions: have been made
with-a sufficient consideration of the policy, the
justice, and the necessity of the war, are questions,

~ which it was not advisable nor in- any shape ne- |

cessary to be brought this day into debate.: The’
Noble Lord’s: motion forces them to a discussion

without necessity, and ineffect decides them with- -
out knowledge.- The merits of the war itself ought -

to have been left untouched and entire for future
deliberation. ‘By this motion that question is pre-

‘judged; or at least the use and effect of that de-

liberation is precluded. Tt is impossible for Par--
liament to go with a free and unbiassed mind ta

- examine the wisdom or the justice of a war, to the

author and director of which they have: already re-

turned their thanks in such exalted terms, first for

the plan; and: then for the: success of it.  The
Noble Lord has been very cautious, as he says,
not ‘to ‘confound the two questions,  He has

drawn a line of distinction between the meritsand .

services of Lotd Wellesley in his military capa-
city, that is, for the plan and operations' of the

‘war, which cannot be too- hlghly applauded, and -
‘the JUStICC or policy of the war itself; which, ‘he
3‘Says, are stlll left open to" the exammatxon, and

c2
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possibly to the censure of Parliament, ‘when the

evidence comes before them. - This I hold to be
impossible in practice. - When once this House

* has pronounced that the plan, the execution,: and

the success -of a great measure deserve your
highest approbation, you cannot tread back your
steps: you cannot say to the same man, under

- another character, as if he played two partsin the -
~ same performance; that’the.prmmples on_which
‘he acted ‘deserve your severest condemnation. -1

put-the caseas a bare possibility in argument, and-
not meaning to utter a word, or to breath;e;«a
thougbtwin prejudice ‘of that part of the’ q;xestlon,
which the Noble Lord says is. still reserved for a

free discussion. Ona former occasion, when this
‘ ‘subje,c‘t. was first introduced, I flatter myself that

the manner, in ‘which I urged an inquiry;into't‘hc-
causes of the war in India, existing then, and in-

" deed still existing, without the knowledge of

Parliament, had given generalsatisfaction. I said

not one word in disparagement of Lord Wellesley,
nor shall I now. No other evidence of the. meutf

of his measures is within our knowledge, but that"

his measures have succeeded.. On that. prlncxple,
in fair and. honourable argument, if. his measures.
 had been  defeated, we must have condemned
him on the principle of his conduct. - The Noble;,
Lord, who extols the care taken, and the extra-
ordinary. provisions -made by Lord Wellesley to.
one

guard adamst dcfeat and to ensure success,

13
instance forgets himself: he says, that one of
General Lake’s victories was.obtained 4y a handful
of ‘men- against an- immense. - disparity of numbers..
That, indeed, I allow, is saying a great deal- for
the,sklll,of the General, and for the valour of the
army; but it is not saying much for the prebauf
tions taken, and the means furnished by the Civil
Government. - Whatever the event may be,. no
Government has a right to expect, or to calculate
upon the probability that a kandful of men. will
succeed against a very superior force. - In the first
action under General VVellesley, on the other side.
of India, I know with certainty that his army was

- in the greatest danger, and that if that most gal-

lant charge made by our cavalry, in the front of
which General Maxwell fell, had not succeeded,

our army would in all appearance have been lost,
I agree with the Noble Lord, that the dissolution
of the French force under Monsieur du Perron,

~ which was atta(,hed to the service of Scindia, may

be a -considerable advantage. - Whatever it mayyi
be, it - was collateral -and: incidental. If I am
rightly informed; it was not reduced by forcc, but
came over to us by private negotiation and agree:
ment. - The Noble Lord talks with- triumph and
exultation of the rapid progress. of our arms, and“

.- the immense acquisitions of - terntory we. have
made in the' Guzzerat and elsewhere He forgets,

that the positive law of this country, founded. on.
the bcst consxdered prmmplcs of pohcy and _;us-,



against the law, and is bound to justify himself

o

tice. and confirmed by the advice of everymanin -
8 3 YRS . .
this country 'whose ‘authority. deserves to .be re~

garded, forbids any farther acquisition of territory
in India.  Prima facie, a British Governor, who"
makes war for.the: ﬂchI‘iIthB of territory, offends

on the case before he can:be acquitted. ~ On the
whole; Sir, it is my opinion, that this Motion,:of
Thanks to Lord Wellesley ought to be deferred.
1 have no perxondl object to obtain, or even wish
to o‘ratlfy in the part T have taken on this subject,
unless it is to preserve the consistency of my own
character, ‘and to adhere ‘to the prmcmlcs, with
which I set out in' the Government of [ndia, and

from which T niever have departed. ‘Thanks given -

. without knowledde or ‘deliberation do no ‘honotr

to those who - give, or to those who receive them, -

| They have no root, and cannot live, Let the evi-

dence ‘come before us.  Let the Noble Lord’s

" conduct be examined, and then if it:should appear

that the war, in which: India is involved, was-not

voluntary on-his part;. that it was founded. in.

Justxcc and necessity, I'shall be as. readyas any man

" to join in the thanks proposed by this motion.

The thanks of the House of Commons, founded .
' on-due examination, and including  all- the con-

siderations that belong to the questlon, will' then

pmceed with dignity. Their impression will: be

~ deep, and t‘nexr effect lasting, 1 thcrefore thlnk: |

that the motion onﬂ'ht to bc postponed

144

' HOUSE OF COMMONS.
- January at, 1803.

I\Ar FX\ANCIS —The motion, whzob 1 mean to-
submit to the House, will not make it necessary for
me to trouble you with many reasons in support' |
of it,’ or “for 'more than a few mmutes and, in-
deed, it ‘appeared to me so much a matter of
course, that should not have thoug ght it required -
a prev1ous notice, ‘but for a saggestion, which’ I
am always desirous to como]y with. Tnthe course
of the last Session ihe House thouvht fit to order
a great varxety of | paoers to be laid before them, to

‘cxplaln the causes -of the war ‘which" ‘began in

1803, against two of tbe prmc.pal Mahmtta
Chiefs, Smndm and Boosla. By the papers before
the House it appears that those Chiefs were sub-
dued and reduced to submission, and that treaties
of peace had 'been signed with them about the ’
close of the same yeax:, and it was namral to'con-

clude that there was an end of the war in India.
Nothmfr could be more lmptobable than that any
of the remaining Mahratia powers should take up

-the contest wherc the others had left it ‘and espe-

cially against an encmy flushed with success, ‘and

'whxch the gredtcst powers of the Mahratta empire
‘had” not’ been able to resist. ‘Nevertherless it is

known that another war thh another Chlef ca]led

| fHo]car, xmmcdxate]y ‘or soon after, succceded to
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the pacification with Scindia and Boosla. 1 consider
st as the final act of the same transaction, and that

the infor_ma"tiori\c’bé fore the House would not be

‘complete without the papers ‘rela:ti've to these last
hostilities, which I propose to move for... I hold

- it to be of importance to the good governmentand

safety of our possessions inIndia,thata regularcom-

muhnicationofall material transactions thereshould,.

‘ ',‘ét proper intervals, be made to Parliament, and
that threfrécford of them should be pfeserv.ed ih;-th‘is
‘House. 1 have nodoubt that Holcar has been sub- -
~ dued. His force, comp_a,red with ours, is soincon-

siderable, that one can ‘only wonder at his ventur- -

mg, at such a time especially, to provoke.a quarre}
with a power so much superior to him, - Never-
theless he has certainly been able »to:imake some
: rcéistanéb, and we kn:ow’.tha,t many lives have
fbeen_lost»ai]ready'in the course of this petty war.
In one of the provinces ceded to us, called Bun-
: delci:un'd,:a party. of his cavtalry-,,sur:oundcd.a de-

tachment of ours, consisting of two complete com-

' Eanie\s of sepoys, some cannon, and fifty European
artillerymen, - every man. of whom were cut to

—that of the artillerymen is invaluable. - The

pieces. - The loss. of ,t'fhewsepoy,s‘; is.to. be lamented.

main body,. frorn*whigh this little ‘fo_‘rcév_was’f de-

,t:ac:hed, Aimme,gli,ately retired, and th¢ oﬂ'lget,..who,
commanded it was put under arrest. I need not

_say any more to prove. that these. transactions de-

 sotve the attention of the House. Iam notaware,

.

S e i S e xR R Y e e S S e e S S e e — -
o R RS D R e e P Sl U T S R T 2 SRRE
L

1y
of any reasonable objection to the motion ; but if
any should be made, I hope the House will permié
me to reply toit. I move you, Sir,  That there
be laid before this House copies or extracts of all-
letters or co_:requnder;cé received from India,»bc;
fore or_since the close of tb,'cv‘l"a‘s't ,\Seyssi,dnf of Par-
liament, relative to. hostilities between the British
Government and the Mahratta Chief, - ﬁ_amédf ’
,JCSS‘W?Dt‘ Rao Holcar, as far as may be co.nsiéfént
~with the public service, and with the gdod’._fai’th
due to persons, from whom secret inté‘lligb«:nce'méy

‘have been received.”—Before I sit down, I wish
- to mention a subject connected with the Mahratta . .

war,, Oﬂ»;WhiChu the House has received -no in-
formation. . I expected to find it explained in the

, prinf(e:d;- papers, but- in them there is no mention
_of it. - In the country of Guzzerat, to the north-

west of Bombay, there is a Prince called Gwico-

‘war: a part of his territory has been ceded to. the .

Company, partly to make good the pay of our

- .subsidiary force stationed at Poona, and for other
- objects of Vindemr;iﬁcaﬁot‘]‘.\ * Out of that fu-ndp WC
- ought :to have received a.considerable fe.ven ue;
~but to that Prince the Government of BomBay'
“have lent a. suminot;much less than 36,0’,0;,3‘(#1:
~The ,do.c‘urpcnt‘s"‘ relative to :thisj_!extmo.rdir.x‘ai’y
tra n:.‘s’act‘iqn, I think, ought to have ,bec;.n la1d be- |
- fore the House under the orders alkreayd’y; ;gi;}en, |

which would. save ‘time and trouble; if not, it

- must be the subject of a particular motion.
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HOUSE OF‘ COMMONS

 Lorp CASTLEREAGH moved for ]eave to brmg
ina Bll‘ to enlarge and regulate the powers glven
“to the Govcrnor General and Commander 1n :
'Chief in India. T

“Mr. Francis said -——Slr, 1 see no’" immédiaté S
obJecnon to ' the provisions of this Bill. ' The

“cases stated, though I hope not likely to happen,
‘ought to be provided for. T he supposmon cannot
be made thhout ‘some pamful ‘reflections, that
‘Lord Cornwalhs, on his arrival in Bengal, which
‘canhot be computed at less than six months from
~this period,’ will find India still involved in war,
and that he -may be obliged to take the field in
person. 1f that be well founded, it gives us but
~a melancholy prospect of ‘the state of our affairs
“in that quarter. I-do not perceive that-the Bill
gives Lord Cornwallis any new or extraordinary

powers ;. -and, if it did, I should not be inclinedto
- oppose it, for two reasons ;. first; because T should‘;

“think: it not at all unhkely that. the exigency of
the case mlght require such powers; and then,k”-i‘
bccause I know of no- person among those,” who ‘

have acted in great stations in my time, whom I

-should ‘be more ready to trust with' great power -
than my Lord Cornwallis.” Judging of him by all
his public conduct, I am convinced that power
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- may be safelyltrnStéd in his hands, and' that he

will never use it but for the benefit of the publi¢ |

“service. If my voice could contribute to his

honour, he should have it without reserve, for the
spirit that prompts him to undertake such a task,’
as 1 know it to' be, and at such a time s and if it
were possible to give him support in the execution

of it by any effort of mine, he might be sure of it.,
T am convinced-that his great .object will be to

compose ‘the disorders of India, and to restore

_peace ‘and - 1ranqu1]hty to the unfoxtunate m-
'habltants of that country. . ’ : :
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HOUSE OF CO\/IMONS ‘

Fuday, Apzzl 5, 1805

‘MR. FRANC:S; -
- Mr. Spmker,

" T suaLp have too much occasion to sohcrt yousr

induldence ona subject ‘which T know hasno at- -

" tractions for the House, to waste your time with'a’

long preface. The' maghitude of the object,. which -
T'mean to bring into your vnew, o less than a do- _1

minion, which in one way or other embraces
-’almost the whole peninsula of India, and the im-
portance of the considerations that belong to it,

whether as a conquest to be preserved or as an
estate to be improved, are too evident to be dis-
| puted “but I believe it is equally notorious that,
~ in this country and even in Parliament, a general
indifference to this great dominion has grown with

its magnitude, and thata general neglect ofall the'
national interests connected with ‘it has followed
and’ kept pace with their mcreasmg 1mportancc. ;

"It looks as if Indxa and its Government had

" swelled to a size too big for the capacity, or toof |

intricate and perplexed for the comprchensmn of
the House of Commons. lf that be so, itis a
powerful argument among many, against ‘the

pohcy, as xt is called by some, but, as Isa.y, agamst;

R A
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the folly of graspingat acquisitions too extensive.
-to be 'gove‘rn’ed' wisely for the benefit of the people;
- who'are subject to yeur power, or even of being

managed proﬁtably to your own advantage. In -

" a possession SO remote’ from the 1nspecﬁon, and,

by its extent.as well as its distance; so llttle subject -
to the direct superintendance of Parliament, abuses
of all sorts are very likely to prevail. -~ A territory

- so-circumstanced, if not well governed, that is,.

with a watchful eye and with a strict attention ‘to
the conduct of those, who are deputed to govern
it, will assuredly be il governed ;* and that mis-
government will not ‘be'confined to petty abuses;
nor will the consequence of great abuses 'be con-
fined ‘'to that country. ~The mischiefs, that are
suffered to grow and- prevail- in India, will not
stop there : they will be felt here; they are felt
alrecady. - There is no medium: theevils, inse-
parable. from a ‘ruinous system:of gévéx‘rinﬁé‘nﬁ
are progressive: ‘in their ‘nature, and: cannot be
stationary any. where ; bt least of all, where the
distance of 1-tse_1_f kecps the disorder out of sight.
The true state of the case is never known in the
Airst \inst‘an?ce.» Prevention is ‘never thought of, -
nor remedy ncither ‘but in the last- ’eXtreﬁiityl;
-and, when your orders: atrive, the crisis is over. |

You wait for eire‘nts till the last ‘moment. You "

‘pretend to forbid war, while infact’ your Judgev-; '
ment of the- policy and justice of the measures.
‘pursued - a,bpoad, s aLways decided by a. battle,

wdieln
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Thxs mode of ruling India may suit the rulcrs |

there, and: the interest -of individuals; - bot i

iIs not the way. to make India, what it ought \

to be, a resource and 'a. benefit to” England,,
or. to prevent: Jts becommg ‘more and -more,

- what 1 know. it is -already,. a. perpetual drain of
‘men and money, which the wealth and popula~ |

_tion of England are not equal'to’; and, even if

they were equal to such a burden for a few- years,.’
- .what public purpose would it answer to hold- such.

-a dominion-on such terms ? Ifin fact these great :
acquisitions are too distant or too unwieldy‘to- be.

wisely managed by the. power of this country ; or,

Lf,}hcvschcme_ and constitution of a House of Com-
mons are not fitted or commensurate to the go-

wernment of so great an.addition te the empire,
that. consideration may furnish reasons for con-

tractmg or. rqumshmdthe possession, butnot for
 peglecting. it.  As long as the House of Commons
. professes. to retain 1tb jurisdiction over India; it -
- _cannot be improper in any individual, nor in me I
’ bopd‘ quite. u%less; to endeavour to recall the at-,
“tention of the House to.the object of that jurisdic-
tion and to the duties that. bcl ng toit. - In this_ |
p]ace, Sir, Tbeg leave to say a few words. conccm-‘_g
. ing the. gratuitous. share, whl(,h I have ‘SO ]ong};ﬁ
takcn 9. thc afﬁurs of Ind;a, thhout a personal. -
interest or advcmtage of any kind. "~ Within' these iy
few. years the constitution of this: House has. been ..
' 80, ‘much altered, - that many of the present Mem-
| ‘ot knowmg, in what rclatxon I have stood.
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to:the Government of India, might possibly think
mean intruder on“this«su‘bject” or that I invaded
- a department, which' did no way. belong to me.
*‘--‘:If that idea should prevail in the minds of any
“Gentlemen; a very short and a very necessary ex-
planation will set me right in their opinion. My
‘connexion withy India began so long ago as the
~ year 1773, when T was appointed to a place in the
" Government of Bengal by the first Parliamentary
appointment that was made for India.” The events
of a few years placed me next in succession to the
“office of Governor General, to which, with a very
~ little policy and good management, [ might casily
~ have succeeded. While T continued in’ India,
every part’ of my public conduct was marked by
“the~ approbatlon of the Court of Dlrectors, in
“whose hands the auathority of - this ‘country over
India was exclusively vested. ‘The honour they

did me was pure and unmixed with any proof of

- their good opinion, that could be attribated to
- personal favour.. On this point, their deliberate -
- judgement with respect to me' might possibly be
“erroneous; but I have very sufficient reason to
- say that it'was perfectly impartial.. ' Onmy return - -
- to England; I found that two' Committees of this
~House were employed. in a strict examination of
~all'the transactions in India during the period of
my’ appomtment. By ‘those Committees every.

- acty every opinion,’ I might ‘almost say every'

e I‘was in oﬂice vas.

reg:orded ,Qrd of mme, whxl
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minutely canvassed and reported to the House. In
a few years from that time, my conduct, and: my
. charaeter too, underwent a trial of another. sort,
but much stricter- and more  severe: than even a.
direct Parliamentary inquirys; .1 mean in the im-
peachment of Mr. Hastings.- For noman, I think,

~who remembers the transactions of that pertod, :

~and knows the disposition. of those . times, will
‘deny that, while the 1mpeachment lasted, 1 was-

“in effect as much under trial as if T had been di-

. rectly put on my defence.  Through these ordeals
I passed unwounded: and unblemished ; and. not
only unwounded and unblemished, but. finally

\ ~honoured by a third Committee of-this House with

such.a testimonial under their hands, as, I believe,
'has been rarely given to any man.. Se little of the
-solid and substantial advantades ~of life have
fallen to my lot, that 1 trust I shall be forgiven for

- endeavouring to -avail myself of this  distinr
guished ornament. . If a name, so inconsiderable

-as mine, should have any. chance of surviving m¢,

it can only be under the auspices of those eminent
. persons, towhom:I have alluded, in conjunction:
- with - their- character, and i in. attendance -on their.

fame. -My- other titles: to the barren office, in

- which I am still engaged, consist in long pesses-
- sion, w1thou‘emterruptxon or competition. Should: -
it-ever promlse to ‘be more productive, b should -

- not: despan‘ of seeing. myself surrounded by many.
; »cand as’ hmw as

In the mean tim

- securjt
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_ there is no prlze to be obtained, I may have the .
race.{o. myself Fmally, Sir, if I had no other
tltle to-plead,. the state of, derehctron, n Whlch thefl

dlscussmn of . Indla aﬁ'alrs has been general]y left,

leaves it open . to the :ﬁrst occupant to me or to-

s

any. body

..The amount. ot' what I propose to subrmt tor;
the: cons1deratlon of the House will not. be pro-‘
portloned to the mass. of the prmted papers on the |
table. A large portron of these papers- relatesl‘
to - mlhtary operatxens, to marches, swges, and:

battles, with: whlch I ha,ve no concern, and shall

not -meddle. A great part of the remamder con-:

sists, of. details of negotxatxons, of mtelhgence, and

of other partlcula,r 3y 1 mto whlch it would be: use-,

less for me to enter, . Among the rest, there isa

volum;nous corrc,spondence from the Presxdenc -
of Bombay, relatmg to,a censure of their proceed{ =
~ ings by the Governor General of Bengal agamst )
- which my old fnend Mr. Dunrcm, though I can-
not pereeive - that he was at all in the ‘wrong de-~ :
.1 fends hlmself with fear and tremblmg M - ur
pose is.to. bring before the House a summzfr;lr) re:b "/

o view. of the Brltlsh possessmns in Indxa from- theu-
. origin to the state, in. which they stood at the -
close of the last century, and for a: year or two |

after, when those measures were concerted and

7 carned into execunon, whlch I mean to examme

more mtnutely .To. understand the. qature and
of your present cstabhshment in Indm,

S §
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you: must see how it began, how ‘it ‘advanced,
what ‘root it lolds by, what prme“lples rerd’
adopted by the wisdoth ad preseribed by the au-’

thority of this country for " the: gdvetnment o“i’r
- Tiidlia, what practice followed, dnd findlly on what -

~ground we stood, when it was said to be neces-?
’sary, about two years ad‘oi fo provide ‘for*the
further defence and securitﬁ”’f the British émpire’

in’India’ by those hew midasufés, ‘which toduced:
the Mahratta war, Thiss ‘Yiiide circurference 3 :

‘Dbutthe passage ‘across it shall’ “Be"shurt and’ ‘rapld

A Bird’s eye view of the suh_;eet"wrll be sufficient.”

“Phe origin of our connexisir with: Indid'and
the foundation’ of ‘our establishment there was'
cominercial. Appearmg in the cHaracter of mer-—"
chants, and for many years assumlng(ﬁo other we'
were ‘received by the native Prmcés,‘not only with'
hospltahty and protectron, ‘but with extraOrdmary
favour and encouftagement ; ‘and cettainly, s far'

Vi

a5 the commercial’ interésts of their subjeets or
their own were concerned thiey’ heted wisely. Tn

- the namral course of things, it is not possible to -
open a trade of any kind bétween Indra and Eu-

rope, without ‘making it a channel of prbﬁt and’

s influx of wealth to Indiai Comparatlvely'
speaking, India, and especially Bengal, sells every’

.....

, hmg to forelgn nations, and buys vety 1 httle. “In
;thrs intercourse with Europe, the native’ ‘Prmces*
 sawand understood their 1rﬁmed1ate advantage *

Them commercral eye was open, but t’helr

political -eye was shut They saw. that the ba-
- lance of forergn trade was 1mmensely in thelr fa-

vour; but they did not foreses the fatal conse-

quence of - grantlng to forelgn merchants a sta-V
tionary- estabhshment 1n thelr eountry, The con~
duct of another Eastern natron, in sxmﬂar mreum—{
stances, exh1b1ts an example of sounder pohcy‘
The Chlnese will never suffer us to have a footmg :
in Chxna. On this subJect thelr own msntutxonsﬁ
are. wrse, and they know how we have acted in-
'~ India. From factories to fortlﬁcatlons, from for-‘
tlﬁcatrons to garrisons, from garrisons to armles,"
* and from armies to conquest the gradatlons were:
 natural and the result 1nev1table. ‘For my present
purpose, it is not materlal to look back to our

transactions in India before the 3 year 176 5 Up

' to that penod our aﬂ'alrs were in a state of pro-

gression, without a sohd securlty, and exposed to
many hazards. The grant of the Dewanny of Ben-

' gol, Bahar, and Orixa, obtained byLordChve, gave |

us a. powerful estabhshment and in eﬁect a sove-

e rexgnty in India, under the name or ‘shadow of a

country government. Frorn forelgn merchants we

suddenly became a great territomal and pohtlcal G |
power, from adventurers, who had every thing.
~ to. win, . we’ became ppssessors, who had every -
thmg valuable to lose. No wise man contmues
the game,” by which his fortune is once made.
Accordmo'ly we changed or professed to change,fi
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‘our maxrms with our situation. The fundamental ‘
prrncrple 1mmed1ately recommended by all the
' authorities abroad and acknow]edored and adopted -
by all the powers at home, was limitation of do-"
‘ ‘mrmon. The same great rnan, to whorn we owe‘

our dormnron, bequeathed to us the wisest coun--

sels, for preservrno‘ it. His words are ¥, ¢ My

. resolutron and my hopes w111 always be to confirie
“our conquest and our possessrons to Bengal, Bahar,f- -

and Orixa. To go farther i is, in my opinion, a.

scheme $0 eytravagantly ambitious and absurd
that no Governor and Council in their senses can'
ever adopt it, unless the whole system of the Com- -

pany ’s 1nterest be first entrre]y new-modelled e

~On this pnncrp]e, when the dominions of Su_]a._‘
' ul Dowla, when the whole country of Oude was

at hls drsposal ‘he restored it to that Prince. To

whrch he grvcs hrs own. Ina letter addressed to

- the Court of Drrectors, he Presrdent and Councrl

* Sept 3o,r76§ ‘

: the same eﬁ'ect there is ‘another authorrty, par-',_ o

: trcular]y werghty in the scale with any argument‘

of mine, 1 mean that of Mr. Hastrngs, whose

~ name assuredly 1 should never have mentioned, .
if I bad pot an opportumty of dorng it with ap-f
probatron, as well as with advantage to my opr-‘

“nion.. ‘No words can be stronger than those, in"
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of Fort William say *, « The security'and tranz '\
quillity of these’ provincesshall - be ‘the ultimate; .

~end of all our negotiations; and you'may trust,
- that we are too well.aware of the fuinous:tends

ency of ‘all schemes of conquest, «ever ‘to :adopt 3

‘them, or ever to depart from the absolute line of
self-defence, unless impelled:to it by the most

obvious necessity, . and 1mmed1ate exrgency of the:

"orrcumstances. &

1 Srgned Warren Haslzngs and Coum:zl e

These were the prrncrples most solemnly de- '

clared and estabhshed by the Court of. Drrectors, gt

in concert w1th His. MaJesty s Mlmsters, at thaf

V time, for the future. government of Indra. . In

their mstructrons to. the Governor General and -
Councrl appornted by . Parhament 4, their first
1n3unct10n is to fix our attentzon to the preservation

“of peace. ﬂzrougﬁout Indza, “and to the Security Qf |
 the Company’s possessions.... Therr letters are filled
0 w1th maxims and orders to. the same eﬁ'ect In
. one of them they say §, « The treaty of Allahabad \
‘compels us to assist the VlZlCl.‘ n defendrng his
dommrons, in case they shall at any time here-;, ’
“after be. attacked ~But, in regard to new con- .
iquests, or,to any warhke enterpmses beyond hrs L
own‘ terrrtorrcs, we: absol,utely prohrbrt you frorp, .

* Nove;m..}zm Sh | Jan- 25, 1774-

3 March 3, 1775, o
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| employmg our troops on such' expedxtxons, oiany

pretence whatsoever'

~¢¢ ‘Wie hereby posltlvely restnct you fmm allb

B attempts of this nature in future.” ,
“-In the year 1782, it appears. that the Heusc of

Commons found reason ‘to conclude, from the -
~ Reports of their: ‘Committees, that these principles
were not enforced by sufficient authority to secure

“the obedience; or-even the attention of Governors

~ abroad; and that the lawful orders of the Di-
' rectbrs_ on this subject were totally disregarded. .
- The House itself therefore, expecting to be better

obeyed after a long and solcmn dehberatlon,
unammously resolved and declared *, ¢ That to
pursue schemes -of conquest and extent of domi-
nion in India, are measures repugnant to the
- wish, the honour, and the policy of this nation.”
In' the year 1784, the resolution of the House
of Commons was found to be insufficient. = The
prmclple, 50 declarcd was adopted by the chls-
- lature, in the very terms of the resolution ; and
.Aagam, in the same specific terms, by the Act of

17935 ‘when the' Company’s charter was renewed.’
Where will’ you look for a fundamental prmcxple' o
of gbv‘ernment if it is not to be found in these
 authorities ; or what - obedlence do you expectto
any laws, which you may make now or hereafter,

25
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| penmsula, was never. thought of until the Frenc
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- if thesé are dxsobeyed ot eluded with unpumty?
. Was the declaration of ynur opinion obtained by

surpmse ? wagit: dxsputed in debatc, ‘ot carried by
an-inconsiderable ‘majorit’y‘ ? or has long experiv
ence made us wiser that we were in 1793 Has'

_ the resolution of this House been rescinded:? Have
the laws been repealed ¥ Are the statutes obsolete ? »
~or has' the lapse of time:been sufficient to make
us forget our pnncxples, and to:bury outinsti-

~ tutions in‘oblivion ? I say that all these authorities

united in‘‘one. fundamental proposxtxon, that the

'securlty of your dominien, and -of all ‘the nav
~ tional benefits to b ‘derived from it, depended on

its limitation. = This ‘was the sole object.of the
wisdory and policy- of this country, from'the. ok
ment when the suddén -acquisition of a great ters

. ritory obliged you tooconsiderand determine; on
- what principles it voug)n{%to be held, and by what
Mmits ‘it ‘ought to be:éonfived: " It is.alsa well

- worth- your obsetvation;’ that this limitation. of

dommlon* s preSCrled to the. Gelvdmments
abroad Wmle the Frenah had a real estabhsh-

At that ftn‘ne, and in those c1rcumstaﬁ’ees~ new
- conquestsiwere not thought: necessdry‘t!o coﬁnteiact
- the ambition; or to defeat'the mtngues of France; -
~ The nCCCSSIt’y of providing -for' the secunty ofthe

British empire in India, by the conqupst of the




32

Tever: prctendéd to. be  thoroughly afraid for our
safety, until in-effect-we; ‘hiad no enemy, left; and-
literally nothing to. fear., The ‘House, ‘I, hope, )
*will bear this observationin mind, until they see;y.
as ‘they will do - hereafter, “how:I mean to ‘apply.
it.. The Legislature,: as I concewe, had.but one.
~ object:in declaring, .that schemes of. conquest : and .
-acquisition  were rcpugnqgt to the ‘policy of this
‘country, viz. to limit our views of doxmnlon tothe |
territory we then possepscd i As to, wars, of dlrect
aggression, it did not-require .a_ prohibition, to |
- ‘make " them ¢riminal, - Such wars werte full as
- much’a crime, and that crime was just ag p(umsh-
able” ‘before the Acts of 1784 and 17934 after.
‘them.. There was justice. in this countryyand
there wwere. tmbunals -enough, to which: the Go-
'/vemors of . India ; weré: ;amanable, rbpfore these

statutes 'were gnacted. ..Then:what did they pro-

‘hibit 2 Why posmvel y nothing, if the construction,
‘mowgivensto them; be true. . The Legxslature is
- supposed:stor hold - this “sort of langua oe to the.
‘Governors abroad : 6.1 forbid. you.to. miake unjust
'or unnecessary wars, for the purpose of .conquest R
-or, extension, of dominion ; : but, if fortunate]y‘
.you. should ﬁnd yoursclves engaged in a just. and
s NECESsAry: awar, thereis an cnd of all. hmltatlon 3
‘take every. thmg ;you can get. - ‘There is.no other:’
way of pumshmg the aggressor, but by takmg;k
~ and keeping his country ; you cannot fine him i 1ni »
. momy and a8 to hxs erts and h1s ‘strong holds?, o

i
&
i
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. t‘hey Wouﬁd nge you o securlty On tlns prm-,
; c1ple, it secms fo. me somethmg worse than su- ’

perﬂuous o make parhamentary declaratlons

agamst schemes of conqhest Thé law itself pro-.

vxdes the exception and furmshes the evasmn;

All 'y you want i g ;ust dn(l neoessaqy -wzzr.q Thc'
Governors' i Ind:a, wnth the evidence: in their -
hﬁnds and nobody o contradxct them, are not'

susgected of mcapacxty to make out. a case to

IR

smt their purpose.z Even in.a swar: in Eqropey,’ :

sl

it'i§ not always very easy to: detcrmme, ‘on which “

Lt

‘ sxde the Justlce of the quarrel lles. But as to. a'

’ qu 1{1 Indla, how 1s 1t possxble for you to decndea
v ‘whethc‘r 1t be Just 0}* .unjust.2: Wh&t ev1dcnce 15“
‘there bcore yo;u ?.,}/Vhat mater;als have you to.
Judgé é} 5 Wﬁys Sir, youshave precisely the evi-

R

RN dence and the materna,ls, w1th which one of the
- contendmg part1e§ thmks ﬁt to supply. you.. Now;
' besx es ““he natural prgesumptxon that the weaker
| party, m ;any. contqg}t,d is nat. hktﬂy to.be the age-
gressor; thc want of, evidcnce on_his stde ought

of . gfscl to deter syour, from ‘pronouncing against

‘htm; I,r)‘1 thlS labt war,. for example,. with .the
7 Mahr@ttas do you know what Scindia and Boosla . -
‘ had to /82y.. for. themsclves ? Arc thesc Prmces bcq,
fore ,yo»u, by theu: ambass*xdors, or even by lhexr
ﬂlettgg;s ' In. former times there was a department
in the Council of Fort Wll]nrn, called the Persian

Correspondcnc;o, camed on bctwecn the: Governor

P

Ger _eral and the natxvc Prmccs, thh whom we :




) of ikezr wews *,

.the justtce and fmoderation of oar’ proc dmgs Vo
As 1f it- were- very dlfﬁcult for the power, that__«
, does thei 1nJury, to mt’ercept the complaint.. ~For- |
,t.unately for our immediate instruction, dlt the |

,;4-

' had any. busme,ss ot connexron, and it used top .

be extremely volumlnous._ That mode of 1nter~

course wrth the Indran states seems to be relm- {j

qurshed the, prmted papers at Teast furnlsh very

few. Ietters from the’ parties: engaged in the war. -
The mode, now adopted of neaohatmg W1th the.
‘natrve powers, is to send BI‘ltlSh ‘agents. to resxde,
, wuh them, in order to. oétam a timely. knowledgq_
Through ‘this channel the me-

rits of therr cause are represented and recewed :
Thes agents, T dare say, are 1mpartxal butmaili
best they afe counsel on both sxdes, and whenk
you ‘comeé to consrder therr nstructlons, fthlnk

you will not be drsposed to glve thern credlt “for

}u\t

\domg more than rlo'orous Justlce to’ any mterests
ot pretensmns, which . they mig!
adverse to- those of Litd Wellesley 'On'this
sort of evidence it is concluded 4, that ‘the i 1na-_~
bllxty of thoset Chleftams to ‘alledge’ any ground .
of (‘omplamt agaxnst ‘the British ‘Governiment, Of
its allies, aﬁ'ords the- mosthequlvocal proof’ of

iy

partres, concerned in these transaetlons on. our‘

side, have a ‘marvellogs turn for Wrmng ; but he,
who wntes a great deal erl sometrmes say more",.

-} I’a. 18@.
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, than he mtended Sooner or later, the truth' :
escapes, and, in that form, is mstant death to the
dlgested evrdence. ,_ I have stated to you the prm-‘
01ples on whlch the Brmsh empire in India: ought
" to have been conducted and the anthorxtres on .
‘whlch those prmcrples were founded I shall‘v‘

tiow submit to the House a view of the practlce

’ ‘Whrch bas regularly accompamed and gone hand‘
in hand with the prmcrples, up: to the end of the
last’ century I mean to state it as a narratxve'

only, wrthout 1nqumné into the JUSlIlCC of those

' wars, or mto the motrves of those successwe ac- ’

qmsrtrons, by which your empn‘e has been doubled

since the laws of thrs country declared that it

ought not to be mcreased In Justlce to Lord
Wellesley, 1 ought to have added the professed
‘prmolples and the pacxﬁc vrews, by which he as-

;‘sures you ‘that h;s conduot has been umformly
regulated To some “of these prmcrples 1 am

ready to’ subscrrbe, in the plaln and obvious sense

~ of his ‘own words. - ‘The first” is fundamemal
and embraces all his pohtrcal measures. Hef
‘says* & that every prmclple of true pohcy de-
' vimands, that no effort should be' omrtted by thc“
- British Government to establrsh a permanent
,‘foundatlon of 0'eneral tranqurlhty in India, byv
_ securing to’ every state the free enJoyment of its
just r‘lghts and mdependence, and by frustratmcrr'
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every project ca]culated o disturb . the rpos-‘

sessions, or to VIOIate thc rlghts pf the esta-

_ bh,shed pewera of Hmdostag a.nd of. thc chan.

There are many other d.eclaratlogs in Lord

Wellesley S lctters to the same cﬁ’ect whlon it 1§»

needless' to. repeat ‘Almost all his predccessors

bave used the same: pacxﬁc phrases, for the. realff

pur_p,ose of 1nterfermg perpetually in the grffalrg,.

of their neldhbours. Before. you, confide in such
eqp}vocal professlons, look at the hxstory of Iudlaf
from the year 1 26 5, and’ then ook at the map, that
closes the hlstory At that time there was a Na-

bob of Bengal who held the Nxzamut by the

.....

ppulcnt kmgdom. He and hlS famlly are gxtm-. .

gmsbed ‘There was a Raja of Benares and a. rrch
domain ca]lcd Ghaz1pore. Heis gone, and his

country meltcd 1nto ours. There was a Ngbob:
" of Qude, in my own time, VlZlCI‘ of the empire,

and thc greatpst of all the Mahnmedan Prmces

’m that part of Indxa If any of his famlly sur-
= vive, they are mere cyphers, subsnstmg, n disgrace
~and obscurxty, on such pensxons, as qur’ Govern-fﬁ;.‘ |
- ment thinks fit to allow them. st coyntry alsg

is. annexed to ours Thcre was a Nabob of E ep—;’

| erabad whose. name 1§ hardly known in thlsf‘l
House‘ thouorh oﬂpb an eminent person among‘}f

thc Prmces of India: He and his country have

- sharcd ,ythc same fate. Beyond hlm, the Rohlllas}: | .
~were a considerable independent nation. They

37
are - extirpated, apd the whole .of Rohllmmd
is ours. Thls last Ppossession carried the frgnmxer’

, and the am:ues of B,rxtam toa sxtuatmn oensmlcr-

ably to the north of the latltudc of Delhi.

- tha,t du‘CCt]OH, the next step must have been mt@ .

Tartary Returmng to the sea, you will find the

whole hne of ' coast from Bengal to Cape Coy

merin, with only one little interruption, which

has since been filled wp, possessed by the Endhsh/,
The Northern Circars- have been ours for many

years. The lawful Nabob of the Carnatic was
our old and faithful ally, as Iong as-he conld pafy' -
for lt He once had many friends in England,

and even in this House. All that we know of
him now is that his debts have been paid by. the
Indna Company, and. that his creditors are as nu-~
merous as ever; that, by Some means or other, his
fatmly is dlSpOSSCSSCd and that their inheritance
is absorbed into our domxmon.v You have. ‘heard
of a Ra_]ah of Tanjorc, In. former txmes, we gave

“him the title of ng In whatcver form he may
still be perm;tted to exist, he is your vassal ~and |

nothmg more.  The Ra;ahb of Tmmvclh, TraT

yancore, and others of that rank, are hardly worth
mentlomng Their names and tltles are all that .
| ;IS left of them On the Ma]abar coast, we hacl o
. ’as many settlements as we Wanted or as could be .
of any use to ug. - To the northward of Bombay S
o 'we had thc c;ty of Surat w:th a rich and consi-.
‘ derablc temtory in thc. Gugzgrat held dlrectly or.
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in eﬁ'ect by us, “under the name of - a Prmce '

called the Gwicowar. « Thls state, ‘we ‘aré

told *, ““has for its present nattve ‘rulet a Chiéftain

of avowedly weak intellects.” Our support there-

fore must be extended to all the operatlons of its
‘ Government holdmg as we do, the 1mmed1ate
'charge of the Gwicowar chleftam s own guard,
dnd d1v1dmg with his troops the garrison of his

capital.” “In addltlon to all these possessmns, the

‘,effecttve govemment ‘and ‘2 great portmn of' the«
'vrevenues of the Pecan were umted to the Brltlsh
‘dominion by ‘a ‘subsidiary treaty, concluded in

1798 with - the late leam, who had Iong been

-superannuated ‘We furmshed him with an army
to- be stattoned in perpetulty in his capltal and,

m return He ceded to us a tract of terrltory, the

~ revenues of whlch were to- pay the army. - This
foree, in a year or two after, wa§ auamented and' :
of course the subsxdy and a new cessnon of terrx-
tory along w1th it. After that, 1t sngmﬁed very
little: what we kept or what we left him. ThlS‘ e
measure carried. the Bntlsh arms and power mto, L
the heart of the pentnsula TIPPOO Su]tan wast

the last of all the Mabomedan Prmces who

: '_preqerved his mdependence In’ 1799 we attacked
his’ capltal destroyed his govemment and dns-”»
posed of his kingdom by the rlght of conquest .

! ‘T he mcut of thxs act consxsts in 1ts bemg in somei

Fhe

’ measure ‘provoked, and still more-in’ its beingy L
what it professed. to. be, an act of open force
without, any mixture of. fraud in it Part of:the
- kingdom of. Mysore.was -annexed to ‘rhe -Carnatie.

The remainder was ° placed. under the- pretended

government of an infant Raja, descended; as it is
' said,. from;princes; whoihad, been dispossessed by
Hydet‘ AHy The Whole of the. country 1s’ Uz

4.;..

‘ Wellesley says* “ The Raja, who is. sald to

be five. years old; is. of a. dellcate ‘habit; he seems

to; be of a.timid dtsposmon and to: have suffered:

(;pnsxdera,blyE from restramt 2 Lord Welleslex

- says ;< His. interests and resonrces are absolutely-
1dent1ﬁed with- our, own. - ~ Under this arrangep

.....

ment, 1. trust ‘that 1 shall be able ta command the

wbole resolJrces of the Raja ] terrltot;y,, &e, It

| appeared to mea more candid and:liberal, . as. we],[

as a more wise. policy, te apprize - the Raja, dis~
tmct]y, at: the moment: of ‘his accessjon, of the

exact nature of hlS dependance on:the Company;'

than to leave any: matter for. future doubt or.diss

cusﬂpn. LAt this. pomt it. ‘was natural to: expeqt
that the rage for . aequisition might have subsided;
and the rather as Lord W ellesley - himself had

dec]ared 4‘ é. that tbe lustre of this hst vxctory over

. Tippoo. could be equalled only by-the substantial ;
advantages, wh1c:h it promlsed to ESTdbllSh by ‘

s * Mavxé ;7}99.); i
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resto‘rmg the peace and safety of the British' post
gessions in Iﬁdla, on -a-darable foundation of
: -genuine  security.” Thls was-our situation in' the
£ ﬁrst year of f’he present century The‘ seeumy

oy

4t
the heait of Indostan° at last you- ﬁnd it ‘re-
duced to a native army commanded and disci~
,plmed by | French officers, which, with the help i
* of an enormous exaggeration of numbers, may .
be said to have created something like the shadow B
~of'a futare danger to the British power, which at R
that time OCCUpled two thirds of India. In fact and
‘substance, there was none. So long ago as the
4th of Apnl 1794, Lord Melville declared in this =
House, and it was perfectly true, ¢¢ that the ef- Bt

- TR

.§ ‘ _ map~w;ll shew you that we were then: i pOSsesmoﬁ’l
ﬂ T of at least two: thirds: df-the penmsiﬂa.; Before
i the close of that year, however, it was disco’vered ;
{hat! the mdepende‘nce and: safety of the Bn’ush
empire were dot’ quité’ secures though We' had

A l:
x contracted sar frontier, an & thade it pe‘rfécﬂy det fectual .eheck‘ which, - ‘under the' conduct of the - 5
“Z ferisible by increasing: our -possessions *. . Té Marquis Cornwallis, has been given to the ‘MY"

1;31 - pr rov‘ld ¢ for ourfutare* seu}mfy, the. first ‘tﬁmg% sorean power, has since, under the same auspices,

A bl dbrie- was to-find out an’ enemy antd'a dange‘f been followed, by the zotal annibilation of that of

e

~ the French on the continent of India.” These
were his words. T heard them ;. but, in stating
them now, I do' not trust merely to my memory
as soon as they were spoken, they were written ;
- assoon as they were written, they were. prmted
and published. -The Noble Lord on the other
side will find them in the records of the Board of
“Control. I am far from meaning to blame. that
practice. On' the’ -contrary, ‘I commend it. In
- Julylast, the Noble Lord #, alluding to the. state.
of India before theMahratta war, declared in this B
: I—Iouse “ that our emplre had ‘been  carried to | |
| an extent, which left us nothing to fear from anyi
- .enemy on the contment of Indla_.l e '

- Par-tHis purpose, the tegions of possibxﬁty are
i‘ahlsacked‘~ olrshall see with wiiat stccess. * Tﬁe
formidabiler fbrce of the French-if Indfa, bstilag
Hetivesas  evérin the year 8o, with & 10’ﬁg°ﬁ?am~ .
of hy‘pothetical cases : ‘z{nd'c‘onsequences froti’ their
supposed: influence and intfigues; stood ﬁrst”aimong

- the! danvers, w}hcb threatened immediaté or foture
ruin, no- matter: Which ‘to the’ Brmsh empu‘e'. e
Phis- French for ceis. vanodsﬂy descmbed i’ domes
times” it is a- anak army of’ fourteen thOusand:’

men, sometlmes 1t eonstltutes a Frenah smie 1ri -
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*ree As to addmon of temtorxes, 1t cannot haVé e!scapétl
obServanon that the events, which' produced those «addihons;;‘_’
Have at the same tine'tended to'increase the security of your own

’_\‘ possessions, &y, narrowing their Sfrontier,” " Vid.. Mt Dundas’s”
Letter to the Court of Dxrectors, dated june Jo, IBox, p 15

Lord Castler gh. .
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| . Now, 8ir, if it be true, as it certainly. is, that

the power. of the French was zotally ,anzéi]zilated in

T 1794, it is difficult-to conceive : how ‘it revived,

" and by what means it;bec.ame‘s,o‘fo}xjmidablfe i:n“thc";

“course of five or six years after its total ,annihilai._“;
tion. . In the year 1798, Lord Wellesley. says,
¢¢ there was a French party at- Hyderabad, which, -

he thought necessary to ‘expel.. The - amqunt ‘ o,f‘

the French force, disarmed on this occasion, was
“gbout eleven thousand men, .and .the ‘_op‘qrati’o‘n; '
- was happily effected without bloodshed and with-

" out contest.”  And well it might. . A mutiny had

_broken:out in the French camp, and-the ‘S.CPOYS;, |
- had'i:mprisoned; their officers. ¢ The greatcst-diﬂi—i

ewn {sepoysf.,,’\‘" ~These officers, it appears, were
soon after sent to Europe. - That a corps -of na-

culty we had to encounter,  was that of rescuing
the imprisoned officers from the violence of their.

' tives, so disciplined and so disposed, might be

distress to the Nizam, is not unlikely ; but thatit =

Shduld be: formidable to-the ,;Briitis‘h power is im-

possible. Then what was left ? a very few Frenql};; ,
officers, who entered into-the service of S}cindia:’z
The fact is, that there was.no French army in India -
in  1801 s I mean consisting of any ‘number. of :
o nativ‘é.French,' ‘great or small. The words are

. fallacious: - They first make an impressiqnina(‘)né;jj e

sense, and, when that won’t do, they are explained..

A'int(v)’ another,  Among the’ ‘E‘uropeah‘j“oﬂicérs.:in’ij |
the service of Holcar and Scindia there were seve-

al Brifish subjects; whom Lord Wellesley re-
' ealled by proclamation. Among’ the privates,
“there were a few Portuguese and possibly a few

Gérménvs: Of native French, T can find but one
man. - Still, however, it might be supposed that

* “the number of French-officers was not quite ifi-
' considerable; and, some day or other, might pos-
ibly be formidable, by their military skill, by
 their: political influence, and abové all things by
‘keeping open a channel  of intercourse and con-
‘nexion between the Mahrattas ‘and - the French
 Government, “and ‘a- door to ‘thef-‘futﬁre«introdjuc?- ‘
‘tion’ of a French army. Now, Sir; I will not

dispute the physical possibility of a powerful army

~being transported from France toIndia and land-
“ing there; but it'is on one' condition -bnl%y,«\f’ithat’
.the Government of England and India is asleep,
“and soffers such a flect to make such a voyage,

and to land such an army, without interruption.

‘Much less will I deny that we have thoroughly
“disposed the minds of the natives to receive them.
But that these Mahrattas, if they pbsSess'comeﬁ, |
- sense, should naturally wish to invite a foreign |

army even of friends into their: country, or to

make it the seat of ‘war ‘between:two foreign

“ powers, 'is a proposition in o case likely to be
‘true. In this case, T 'shall prove it to ‘be false.
'All that the Mahrattas desire, either of tHe French

or Ehg‘li‘s"h; is»tosuff'er them to he quiet;:'or\.‘to‘

 settle their internal quarrels among themselyes

among. themselves.
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From the evxdence on the table, -as well as from:
‘the reason of the thmg, I affirm that the. Mahrat-
-tas had no, such disposition as that, which is im~

puted to them that they were not inclined -to-

-any European alhance, and. that they were - par- |
tlcularly averse from any. connexion with the

French. -Lord Wellesley, himself says*, ¢ that

it cannot be supposed, consistently with the cha-
: vracter ‘of the Mahratta natxons, that .any of the
confederate States wou]d enter into an a]lxance .
with France, under any circumstances less urgent
than the pressure of absolute necessity and self- -
‘preservation.” In another place he says+; < that

it would require a most violent exercise of injus-

“tice 'and oppression on our part, to dispose the -
‘'suspicious and cautious. councils of the Court of

Poona to favour the progress of a French force in

India.” T'am far from objecting to the policy of .
-making it impracticablc, if we can, for the French |

to keep or to recover a territorial footingin India.

- What I object to is our: making use of the name
of a pretended Fremk power, which.in fact: dld :
not exist, and whl‘chhad_n_:o‘ root nor hardly the

fibre of a root left.in India, for the real purpose

~-of destroying the very few: independent States,

that still survived the. general ruin of the penin-

sula. - After all that has been said of the danger

to be. apprehended from these French ofﬁcers, I

e iR 185. e
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can scarce hope for credit with the House,  when
I affirm, from a strict and repeated €xamination of
- these papers, that I cannot find the names, oran.
-allusion to the names of ‘more gth‘ari -a dozen.

There might possibly be a: very few more- obscure

individuals, whom I-have not-been able to trace;
‘but-I'do not believe it. - These were with Scindia

~=not-one in the service of Holcar—not ‘one. in

‘the service of the Raja of Berar, or of the Peshwa.
“With ‘respect to the political influence, which
these officers might possibly possess or obtain in
‘the: counmls of Scindia *, ‘I cannot discover that

we had any thing to. apprehend from it. - Long

before the commencement of the war in 1803, the ‘
" - principal person among them, M. Perron, had
avowed  his intention of relinquishing Scindia’s

service. - In- June 1803 Lord- Wellesley says,
4¢.It was generally believed, that Scindia bad no

'ﬁ'conﬁdence in- M. Perron’s  .attachment ‘to his

»Govemment -Scindia retains no efﬁcwnt con-

" trol-over M. Perron, or over: his regular troops,

In various instances, M. Perron has either openly

: -dlsobeyed or systematically evaded the ‘orders of

Scindia.”” - The fact is, . that M. Perron -had

~ . amassed a considerable fortune, with Wthh it was
- his anxious; desire ‘ta retire to- Em’ope ~and that
© for this purpose ‘¢ he had, some time before Au-
~ gust 1803, preferred an apphcatlon to the British
;A'Government for permlssxon to enter the Brmsh o
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tertitories, in prosecution of his intention to retire
" from  the service “of ‘Dowlat Rao Scindia 3 with
~which application the Governor General immedi-
ately complied ; though it was not carried into
effect until somé time after. - M. Duboigne, . who'
preceded Perron, and whooriginally went, with

our permission, from our service into that of

Scindia, had taken the same course. -~ They knew

their own weakness and precarious situation ; -and

“therefore the object of all of them, or at least ofas
“many as had made »afort,une, was-to return with

it to Europe.. - Nothing was easier than to obtain
‘the removal of them all - by pacific -measures,

‘which at least ought to have been tried, or by |

offering them a retreat; and, while they re-
‘mained, they were in fact of little consequence,
~and of none at all'in a palitical sense.. "The sta-
" tion and-the force, allotted to them hy Scindia,

“were evidently intended -as a barrier against our -

“aggressions. ' He never would have resorted to so

‘hazardous a measure, if he could have relied on
the good faith of the British Governmcnt. Butit

- is' said'that, independent. of their ‘numbers, ‘these
“French ‘officers were formidable to us:in another

point’ of 'view, viz.. by introducing European

“tactics and discipline into the Mahratta armies, -

_and teaching them possibly to encounter us in the -

. field with equal skill and with our own weapons. .
© When a purpase isto be served, it is not very dif-"

ficult to find'a principle to answer it. Ientreat

the -attention: of  the House for a momeht to tﬁe}; ‘
‘ ‘consideration of this question. . If it be true that

~ the French have taught. the Mabhrattas these tac-
tics and thisdiscipline, I believe it will appear
Vt}hat a.more ruinous and unfortunate lesson could |
not have been given to the people, who endeé-." ;
vomed to learn.it. I believe that their misfortunes =
in this war may in a.great. degree be. attributed to;'
their imperfect proﬁcxency in - those . mstructxons,jl
and to their confidence in the skill, which they[‘

thought they had acquxred in that sort of disci-.

pline. ~This false confidence has led them to
- abandon their old established mode of warfare, m: '
§ “which- long use and the nature. of their mlhtary '
'fmce, consisting : chiefly of lwht cavalry, gave
~ them many advantages against armies much better

disciplined, and which.they never thought of en-
countering in. pltched battle ; I mean, in former
t1mes. You know how the Roman armies were

: harassed ‘distressed, and defeated: by'the Parthian
horqe, who seldom- or ever could be brought di-
rectly, to‘*act'ion.‘, They carried on the war, as the: -
Mahrattas might and ought to have done. against

- us, by the use of their cavalry only, by sk1rmlsh- :

“ing, by perpetual alarms, by mterruptmcr the ]me &

of march, by cutting off the supplies of provisions, .

by plundermd the baggage, and even: ‘by .over-’
whelming the. Roman camp with clouds of dust,
These are great advantages - against an ‘invading
who have not only akhosnle country, bu’
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a burning climate to contend with, and who must
carry ‘their: prov131ons with them, W1th an' endless
train of draught and carriage cattle, or be supplied
from a great distance. ‘See what Holcar, a meére

adventurer and freebooter, as he is called by Lord ‘

Wellesley, but certainly, excepting his'own: per- ‘
sonal qualifications,an inconsiderable Chiefcom-

D pared to the others—-see what he has been able

to do single-handed, by conﬁmng himself to the
true Mahratta' mode of ‘war., Cons1der1ng the

circumstances, in which he came alone and at last:

into action, the resistance ‘he has been able to
make and the mischief he has done, agamst a'sus
penonty of British force as well as skill, is won-=
" derful. ‘Then judge of what the consequences:
- might have been, if the whole- power of the Mah-.
rattas had been’ united in defence of their country,
~ and if they had conducted the war on' the true
Mahratta: prmmple on which Holcar appears to
have acted as far as we are informed.  They e~
lied on the discipline of their infantry, and on' the
use of ‘their heavy artlllery, that s, they con-

fided, as we are told," in the instructions of the‘::‘
French, and they have been: cvery wbere,defeated.;
1f that be so; we have no 5rea‘s!on*ft0”1"e'gret' the in= -
fluence of the Fre‘n’ch”ovef"the’ military councils
* of the Mahrattas.” I cannot qult ‘this " subject;
without observing that the opxmons I have now,
' statcd were not orlgmally my own, and that T am,f

49
done long before the ‘present questxon occurred.. -
Many years ago, in a_ conyersation. with M.
- Hastings, T expressed. to him some anxicty about
the progress, which, as.1 had then heard;- tho :
Mahrattas were making in the art of casting
cannon, in the use and practice of artlllery, andin
the discipline of their infantry; and:I perfectly -
remember his answer, for it certamly made anim-.
prfsswn on my-mind, though I-was not convinced .

 byit. - He said : .« Sir, the danger you z allude to:

is‘imaginary.- The Mahrattas never .can-be far=-
. midable to usin-the field, on the prmmples of an.’
European army..: They are pursuing a scheme, ,
in which they cannot succeed ; and, by domg 50, -
they detach themselves: from their. own plan: of:

' .warfare, on wblch alone, if they acted ,wlse]y,,:thay:: :

would place’ their’ dependance.”. I hold myself:
bound‘to acknowledge thesagacity of this remark;
because at the time; when it was made, 1 cer=:

' tamly -did not give it so much credit as I have. done
since.; The House has now: seen the full amount

and value of all the apprehcnswns said to be enwi
tertained of the French, " first- of . their ‘military
power, and: then of their political mﬁuence, and*
of all the remote possibilities, 'in argument at-

least, which might or might.not be deduced from. -

the supposed existence of such power and influe
- ence. -This sort of future danger, which might
| e'vez‘anZy

menace# the future securlty of the. Bntlsh"‘;;
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cmpu'e in India, is strongly stated but it is not.
1mj§hcxtly relied’ on. * Military measures, taken

fot security, must suppose a case of ’ewdent hazard

" at lTeast, if -not of posmve necessity. - Accordingly
you will find that we-had another set of dangers |
“ready for the service; and these to be logically.
* derived, in the form of a dilemma, from the state
of - the. Mahratta empire within: itself. ~This. new

 set-ofidangers. proceeds upon two- pmncxple&; not -

~ only distinet,but adverse to each other. We may.
take ourchoice. ‘The first event to be dreaded\

" was, “ that no ultimate issue of the dxstractxons at

that time existing in the Mahratta empire could
reasonably /be supposed, which would not have,
éonsolidated, under one head, a degree of power
-and dominion dangerous to the British Govern-

ment.”t The second was, ¢¢that: the cﬁ'ccts of

" those convulsions in- the Mabratta state’ st
speedily bave: extended to the - contiguous -do-
minions of our ally the Nizam, and. ultimately to

 those of the Company, and would have. oampelleai,
~ the British- Government to engage in the contest.”™ .
" With.respect to the first of these dangers, it appears
that:in: August 1799 the Governor General was of.
 opinion,. “ that the consolidation of the power of

. the .Mahratta empire was. htghly ‘improbable,”
and, at a later period, that the contending interests
of the several feudatory Chieftains' appearcd te.

. afford a safficient security against any dangerous
kath_c-_'

consohdatmn of the Mahratta power.

N

spect to_those speedy or. ultimate - dangers,' to
~ which- the dominions of our ally.the Nizam, or:
 those of the Company,. mxght be exposed by the
effects of a protracted warfare in the Mabratta
state, it .appears to me, in the first place, of all\
thmgs the most 1mprobable, that any one of those
| contcndmg. Chiefs;- weakened as-they all wcxe,,by -
- their intestine quarrels, should have ,vén'ture'd;‘ to
provoke the British power, by an a‘ct' of‘aggrcSa ;

_ sion, to unite with his immediate domestic enemy.
 What ‘consequence could he expect from it; but
- to be crushed between them ? - But, were it other-
- wise, Lask the House, whether these remote pos-

sibilities are to be: admitted as a solid justification
for mvadmg their country, for taking - an active

~ part in their quarrels ; and finally, for -crushing
them all under the same weight. A house or a vils

lage in the neighbourhood is on fire, and this fire

_ may possibly reach us some time or other. So, to

put-out the fire, we extinguish the people. ~ The

- very Pretences set up are sufficiént to shew that we
- had no solid ground of hostility to these pcop]e:' '

- and that, .though we could not find a danger, w;
. were determined to find a quarrel I come now, |
er, to the course ‘that was taken ‘to furmsh ; ‘

colour for our subsequent mterfercnce in thc

- affairs of the Mahrattas.  We did not begin Wlth v’
a direct denunciation of war against any of them,
3

because it was 1mposmble to frame a pretencé‘ for

]n the last thn‘ty years, thc Mahratta Chrefs
R T
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have been often at war with one another but'T
~ affirm, without a reserve of any kind, and I'defy
‘any man’ “to’ prove the' contrary, that they nevcr.

“commlttcd an act of aggression, ‘of i injury, or even
of provocatnon, grcat or small, agamst the Enghsh
at any penod within- the memory of the ‘present

tlmes* I the course of the year 1801, if not',
sooner, it appears ‘that Lord W ellesley conceived

a pro;ect of estabhshmg a system of general defen-;

sive alliance ‘between the British _power and the’ :
. several Mahratta states, under the same COl'ldlthITS,:_ .
which had been “established “with the Nizam' in

1798, Who were the eriemy; or what was- thc
,dangcr, against’ which® thxs defence - was ‘to: pro-
~ vide, is not stated ; nor am I able to conjecture.
'There was no other power then left in India, but
that of the two’ contracting parties, namely, the
. English on one side, and the Mabrattas on the

“other. . We were at peace and ‘in-amity with all -
" of them.. We were in alliance with Scindia, ‘and
the Peshwa was our particular friend.- ‘The course

% Tn Lord Wellesley’s lettet to the Directors, dated July 13,
1804 (mtercepted by the French), it is asserted, that’ “ theinflu-
- ence and ascendancy of Scindia over all the, Mabratta States and
even at- Hydrabad had bten for. some years umform]y directed ‘
: ’agamst the British power in Indla »"An assertlon, 50 posltwe‘[‘,‘ o
and so comprehenswe, oughtto have been proved by some facts,
or supported by some evidence, - The: contrary is ‘Hotorious.
In the last war agamst Tippoo: Sultan, Scindig’ took no part
' agamst us. Wlth the dlsposmon 1mputed to’ h]m, he would nota;-'
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“taken, to establish this general defensive -alliance,

~ -was'to propose to each of the Mahratta Chiefs a
-~ subsidiary treaty. © As [-date and originate the
. aar, that‘followed, from the attempt to carry this .~

project into execution; I am bound to explain to

‘the House, in Lord Wellesley’s own terims, what
‘was meant by a subsidiary treaty ; and, to illus-

trate this point, T shall quote the first. cxamplc,

~ that occurs'in the papers on the table. * The Ma-~"
raja Dowlut-Rao Scindia is or was'a Prince at the

head: of a' great dominion, and perfectly inde- "
pendent, of us at least. - For though, to suit a

~ purpose, he and the Raja of Berat are often called

the servants of the Peshwa, it is not: true in fact;~

mor is it pos31ble that Lord Welles]ey could have

considered him in that light. The Peshwa him-
self is proper]y no ‘more than the first executive

Mmlster of the ¢ emplre. In relation to the: other

'Mahratta Chiefs, he is primus: inter pares, and s some
~of the formalities, implying an acknowledgment
- of ‘this superlonty, are observcd to him. He'is

not their’ 'sovereign, much less is he their masters
Lord Wellesley would never have levelled him= =
self and the British Government with'a pretended -

~ Chief, ’whr”)'*i‘n‘” fact was only" the“'servant“ ofa
higher power, “Now he ‘constantly ' negotlates;* ”

with'Scindia, as with an mdependent state. . The
treaty, which his Lordship proposes to him- m;' |

- 1802, 1s ‘no where supposed to want ‘the ratlﬁca.-, :

tion or eVen thc consent of the Pesnwa. At ap- -
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pears also. that Scindia was guarantee to- tfhé':tteaty;

of Salbye between the Peshwa and the English,
;an" office- and character evidently. incempatible
- with the state of a-vassal. - To this Prince, who
was in perfect. amity and even in -alliance’ with us,
and with whom we. had never had a quartel or
~ difference of any kind, an English gentleman' is

deputed, in January 1802, to propose-a treaty of
- alliance to him on the following conditions; viz. =
s« To-subsidize a. considerable British force to be -

- stationed within his dominions: sccondly, To
‘cede, in perpetual sovereignty, to the.Company

~ an extent of territory, the net produce of which -

“shall be adequate to the. charges of that force:

- thirdly, To admit the arbltratlon of the British

: Govcrnmcnt in all disputes and differences be-
tween Scindia and his Highness the Nizam, and
eventually betwecn Scindia and the other States of
~ Hindostan: and fourthly, To. dismiss all the sub-
| jects of France now in his service, and to pledge
* himself never to entertain in his service persons of
] that description.”  The cession of territory, de-

. manded in licu of the subsxdy, was that partofthe

Puab [a kind of Mesopotamia between the lgmna
-and the, Gangcs} which 'was in Scindia’s pesses-

: sion, and the fortresses of Agra and Delhi. - As
these countries were to.be ceded to us in perpe~

tuity, it follows that our army was to be perpetu=

= ally stationed in Scmdta sdomunons Lord Welles-

lcy 1t 1s true, chd not cxpect that Scmdx,a Would
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yteld at onze to the fall extent of these conces-
sions, in return for a military force, which he did
not want, and never did’ desn'e, for the dcfence )
and secunty of ‘his possessions, which were in no’
danger.A ‘His Lordshlp, advertmg to" the Jea-; »
lousy of the Mahratta character, cntcrtams con-:
\ sxdcrable doubt of Scindia’s consent to subsidize
) large a force, and accordmgly he authorizes thc g
- Resident to- agree to a limitation of the forée, and
to' other ‘modifications of the artxcles proposed :

Thc esscntxal ObJGCt is to get a footing in hls
country The third of the proposed condltxons is
not to bc insisted on, and for a very good reason,

- vizd € bccause, without any specxﬁc stlpulation,
the arbitration of the British Government will ne-
' cessanly be admitted to an extent proporhoned to
 the asccndancy, whlch ihat Govemment will ob-
tain' over Scindia. under the. proposed engage-‘
~ ments, and to the power, which it will possess, of
- controlling his des1gns.” ~ The House will now
‘ .;udge, whethcr it required an extraordmary degrce‘, o
of Jealousy, supposcd to bclong to the Mahratta:
- charactel, to induce Scindia to hcsxtate about ace
.ceptmg the voluntary assmtance ofa forelgn force,
. on terms, whlch it was not dlﬂicult to foresee |
would” glve us an ascendcncy over hlm, and 3

‘ pOWerof controllmg his demgns. ‘Lord Wellesleyﬁ, ;

, appears to. have placed great Lonﬁdcnce, and I

- dare say very justly, in the talents and skill of -
- 'Coloncl Co]lms. Yet thcre is a part of the task';,
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asswued to that officer, in which I doubt ‘much,

wbether any human abrhty cou]d have succeeded
. The mstructron I allude to is dehvered m the fol-'

]owmg terms *; o« Whatever proposals you may -

offer to Scmdla, under the foreO‘omg mstructrons,
should be stated to hlm in the hght of a ‘concession,

. on the part of the Brmsh Government tendmg to L
"the secunty of hlS mterests and the stabrhty of hlS“ :

'domunon, not as. d1rected to obJects in any degree ‘

necessary to the secuuty of the Brltlsh -empire in

‘India.”” I cannot find that Colonel Collins had
an opportumty of carryrncr his mstructrons into

effect, or that the plan.of the proposed treaty was -

formally commumcated to Scindia ; but it does .

~ appear that certam parts of it ‘had come to his
: Aknowledge prevrous to Colonel Collmss arrlval

v'at hlS Coqrt Some - months before this transac-

txon, a srmrlar subsxdrary treaty had becn proposed S

~toour frlend the Peshwa; and as, at that time, he
really wanted assxstance agalnst Holcar, it ap-

pears t that he was: drsposed to. subsrdlze a body of

,_r.‘BI'ItISh troops, to be ready for his service, but by

no ‘means to be statloned wrthm his terntorres-g o

Co]onel Palmer obscrves, that the suspzczous molz-ve, ;

wﬁzcﬁ dzamz‘ed this restr zcz‘zon, was ¢o0. ol)wous ; and

here he says his negotxatron must termmate The,:' o
' »Peshwas Minister declared ¢ that he could not,

. make further cessrons, w1thout a rumous derehc—:;‘, .

;Vtron of power and properiy Yet of all the;‘ B
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Mabhratta Chiefs, the Peshwa was the onIy one, to
whom such a treaty could be of any immediate

- serv1ce - How unwxlhng he was to purchase: that‘
' advantage, on the terms proposed 'to him,- ‘cannot

be better expressed thanin the memorable words-
of Colonel Palmer, to’ whlch I entreat the attention
of the House*: ¢ I'am to have my last private
audience of the Peshwa this evening, when I will

" make a final effort to convince his H]ghness of the -

lasting security, power,and prosperity, which he will
derive from embracing your LOI‘dShlP s proposals;

“though I apprehend, that nothing short of immi-

nent-anbd.certam destruction: will ‘induce him te
make concessions, ‘which- militate with his deep-
rooted jealousy and prejudices, and of which he

‘thinks that he has already made extraordinary sa-

crifices.” - Colonel Close, who succeeded Colonel
Palmer, and. who took up the negotiation where‘;;

* he left it, says -, Every day’s experience tends -
- to strengthen the impression that, from the first,
your Lordship’s amicable and liberal views, in rela- -

tion .to this state, have not only been ‘discordant . -
with the natural- disposition of the Peshwa, but

- totally adverse to. that selfish and. wicked: policy,

which in a certain degree ‘he: seems' to- have re-
~alized. A slight recurrence to the history: of his

» 'machmatlons is sufficient to: demonstrate that, m:i

the mxdst of personal perrl and the lowest debascs: ; ’
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ment, he viewed' the admission of permanent sup~
port from your Lordship, as well as the relinquish-

ment of his- pretended demands on his inghn"eés .

‘the Nizam, with the deepest- aversion.” It was

in vain that both Palmer- and Close ¢ umted in

presenting to his Highness’s: attentlon the great
liberality. and favourable tendency of his Lordship’s
views and propesitions, and the substantial bene-

fits, which would necessarily result: to his ngh- »

" ness’s government, from their being  speedily car-
ried into effect.”. He was willing enough to ac-
cept of our assistance against Holear, and: to-pay
for it by assigning to the Company in perpetuity a

~ territory: producing twenty-five lacks .of rupees

annual revenue ; but he never could be brought

 to perceive the advantage and security to himself -

of allowing to this army a permanent station in his
capital; or in the centre of his dominions,. The
House will judge, whether the Peshwa’s resist-

ance to this proposition was natural and reason- o

able, or whether it could only be .accounted for

by the innate craftand insincerity of his character.

In the course of the succeeding year, the Peshwa’s
situation- was materially altered. ' His forces,
united with those of Scindia, were: totally defeated .
by Holcar on the 25th of October 1802. " “He
retired from Poona to Bassein in the newhbour-‘_ ‘
-~ hood of: Bombay, where, ‘having no other remedy
o‘é left hc submltted to acccpt of our |

R
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assistance on whatever equitable and. moderate * -
terms we thought fit to prescnbe, and signed the

fatal treaty of Bassein +, by which he agreed. to
receive a British force to be stationed in. perpetumy ‘

in his territories. © Our . army . escorted: him to

Poona, and rteplaced him there in a state of perfect
-personal safety, under the guard and protection of _‘
a British garrison ; -that is; with the free agency of

a state prisoner, and the secarity of a prison. By
the second article of this treaty, * we are at all

-times bound to maintain and defend his High-
' ‘ness’s rights and territories, in the same manneras
the- rights and territories of the India. Company
afe now . vx_namtamed‘ and. defended.”. This en-
- gagement, I conceive, on the face of it is equiva-
lent. to, if not exactly the same with & formal

guaranty of all his remaining dominions. - But,
in this case, the guaranty is. positively forbidden.

-The Governor General had no legal power to bind
the: India Company by any: stipulation to  that
effect. By the 42d clause of the Actof 1793, itis
° declared that ¢ it shall not be ]aswfnl to enter into
any treaty. for guaranteeing the possessions of any -
country Princes or States, ‘except-in the’ case :
“where hestilities have actually been commenced,

or preparations actually made for the commernce-

~ment. of hostilities-against the British nation or
' .athexralhes. The case exccpted did not exnst whcn |

‘12.
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the treaty of Bassein was made. No hostilities

“had commenced’; no preparations for the hostili- -

~ties, described by the Act of Parliament, were ac-
tually made, or, as it appears, even thought of by

" any of the surviving powers ‘of India.« The gua- -

ranty, given to the Peshwa, ' was therefore an act,
“which the Governor General took upon him! to.
_execute against the  positive prohibition of the

Jaw. 'I know very well that there is no reality -

in this transaction. I know that the pretended
‘guaranty of rights ‘and territories to a pas-
’ ""sixie\being, ‘who has no will of his own, who

~has no remcdy, and who can neither deliver his -

country, nor emancipate “himself from the do-
minion of a foreign army, is: a mere mockery of

. his- ‘helpless  condition.  With respect : to ‘the

Législature here, the thmg, which the treaty pro-

fesses to do;. is forbidden. - On. this’ side, the act

is criminal, not'in itself, but because it is 1llegal
-on the other; it constitutes something worse than
a positive offence. - The Peshwa is your prisoner.

‘You contract, or pretend to contract with a party,

; -who is not a free-agent, and you: profess to se-
~cure him in his rights: and possessions; while his

- person is in your custody, and the whole of his

political power is at your: dlsposal *The sub= -
sidiary treaty with the Nizam, concluded in

1798, is said to have been approved of by the
‘Select Committee of . the Court of  Directors, -
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and on this the plan of a series of similar treaties,
which were' to include all the remaining inde-
pendent Princes of India,was professedly founded.
Nothing can be more ‘simple than the principle,
‘nor. more- effectual “than the opcratlon of a-sub-

v31d1ary treaty. ~If once you'can’ persuade the,

Nizam, the Peshwa, or any other native Pnnce,

-~ for whom you happen to have a particular friend-
ship, that his “government is'in danger, and that
‘his person is not safe without your assistance, the
busiriess is'done. A~ British army is on the fron-

tier ready to march the ‘moment. the treaty is
signed, enters his country, takes possession of

‘his-capital, and secures him in his palace. < If he
should happen to be a: short-sighted, narrow-

minded person, or not sufficieritly quick in - ac-

L 7ceptm°' these proofs of our friendship, there are

various ways of convincing him. Sword in hand
is the shortest. Dowlut Rao Scindia and the Raja
of Berar might have purchased . our assistance,
and provided a secunty against all their enemies,

. if they ‘had any, ‘on the same fnendly terms, on
which we had - ylelded it to the Nizam, and to
the * Peshwa.  But- ‘they, it seems, not. only -
-dcclmed our- amicable - offers - for themselvcs,
but’ formed ‘a- confederaCy to resxst the exe-
cution’ and dcfeat the effect of the ~innocent

treaty of - Bassein | - Supposing this tobe:the fact,

- -and-this fact to. be the origin of the war against -
. them, as I believe it was, the question is fairly

Ve
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before Parliament. - In behalf of these Princes,

who have no advocate or representative here, I

am at issue with Lord Wellesley, and I appeal to
the judgment of this House and of ‘the nation on
‘his own' case, and’ on his own shewing. . Were

*they or were they not the aggressors? I pass by
the opprobrious epithets and personal reproaches;
with which- the names and -characters of these -

great persons ate perpetually loaded. A'language,

so unfit to be used, deserves no answer. - The
Mabhrattas preserve their dignity at least, and, in

1the face of the grossest provocation, never violate
“the.forms of moderation and decorum: -Whether
they were in the right in endeavouring to prevent

or defeat the establishment of a foreign Iﬁilitﬁi‘y .

- power in the heart of their empire, is a: guestion
_ to'be decided by the sober wisdom and justice: of
this H’ouse’, not by the pretendcd passions of their
decusers.” The Peshwa, it is dlledged, is an in-
_,dc:pendent Prince ; and not only independent of
the other Mabhratta Chiefs, but properly their so-
- vereign and their master ; consequently he had a
right to maké the treaty of Bassein, and any

-attempt to obstruct the operation of it, on their
' part, must be deemed an act of hostile aggression
: agamst the Peshwa, and the British Government*.)”
In the first place, the allegation is not true; and,
.Lf it were, I should equalql,y deny the conclﬂsxon.}
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As far as the Mahratta ‘empire has any regular’

~ 'constitution, or, at least," as far as we are ‘acs

quainted with it, the Peshwa is not the sovereign’;
he:is only the:representative of the Raja at Sit-

tara, and chief executivc officer of ‘that ‘Raja’s,
- government. - The purpoqe, for which these. fal-
lacies are introduced, requires no explanation, If
the Peshwa be the sovcxclgn ‘and if he is'in ‘our
hands and at our dlsposa] in what state are those

Prinees, whom - we call his subJects and his ser-

~vants? ‘They are bound by his acts, and ‘must
~ follow his fortune. His slavery mcludes theirs;:

They can have no will of their own. Then. why

do we send ambassadors ‘to negotiate with such

persons ?- “Why do we endeavour to make separate
treaties with them, or offer them assistance to

- maintain their-independence, and ‘to guarantee

their dominions ? Let it be granted nevertheless,
that these great Chiefs are, in point of rank, sub-

ordinate to the ‘Peshwa, and more ‘or less de- |

pendent-on  his authority. “Though we do not
exactly know the extent of his' legitimate power,.

or the precise forms of that government, I can.
readily believe that, in the general councils of the
 Mahratta. empire, the Peshiwa’ 8 precedence is still
aeknewledgcd that he is first among his equals, X
-and that his consent is adiitted to be necessary to
any general resolution that binds the state, espe« :
cially in its transactiofis with foreign powers. In
-thc perpetual rcvo}utwrr of human aﬂ'alrs, it ofteir” o
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happens that the forms: of power survive the fact.
The power of Scindia' and Boosla was real, and
real’ power never submlts to form, but for its own-
accommodatlon. In this case however, let: the
form or the principles of the Mabratta constitution

" be what they. may, there was nothing problema-

tical in the danger, with which the mdependence
and safety. of every member of that community
was threatened by the treaty of Bassein. It is
said indeed that the admission of a- Brltlsh army
into Poona, - into the Peshwa’s resrdence, 1into. the »

capltal of the empire, and its being stationed there

in perpetuity, was no way offensive or dangerous
to the other members of the Mahratta state; being
_intended ¢ as a. security to. zhem. for thelr rlghts,
possessions, - ‘and- independence.”! "As. I do not
know . that these arguments. were directly made

use ‘of to Scindia, or Boosla, or Holcar, I shall o

~ Jeave them to the Judgement of .the Court of

- Directors and of this House, for whose: instruction 2
‘they .appear to have been intended. - Instead of
attemptlng to refute such mockeries, allow me ‘to L
state a possible case, which, if it e*qsted in the?‘;f
actual situation of Europe, as.it may do. hereafter,‘n
would be very near a parallel to: this, which s
before us. The fact would come. home to the;“g‘;,
understandxng of all men, and the consequence
requlre no argument to enforce it. After what;{»:’ «
‘we have seen within these very few years, nothmg,} o
that may happen hereafter_ought to be qulte;' -

T I T RSB AR AR PP

unexpected In Iookmg forward to future events,"‘ |
we have no rlght now to limit . our calculatrons’
by the ordmary rules of probabthty But, whether

‘the supposition. I am going to state be thought

extravagant or not, 1t ‘will serve to 1llustrate the
case -in hand and to' estabhsh the conclusmn, ‘
whrch I mean to dranfrom it. . Suppose that, in -

consequence of dlssensrons in the German em-

pire, or any other mrsfortune or mtsconduct of
his own, the present Emperor of Germany should

find ‘himself compelled, or should think htmself

obhged to qult his dommlons, and to take refuge :
| - with the present Emperm of France, who m:ght’

not ~only ‘offer ‘him an asylum, but promxse to

remstate him, if he wou}d accept of the assistance .
' of a French army for that purpose. In comparmg

the Peshwa to the En:rperor of Germany. I grant

' every thlng, that can be clalmed in favour of - his

mdependence asa sovereign pnnce, and of h;s rxght
to contract any engagement with any forexgn state..

1 do not believe that 1ndependence, to that degree
or to that extent, is attributed to the oﬁice of
B Peshwa, or that he. hlmself pretends to it, I do

not think it can be maintained that the most de-
spotlc prince, in the most enslaved nation, let his:

supreme authorlty or. personal power be what it .
may, is competent to. surrender the domtmon of -
his country to a forexgn state, or to govern it bya
‘forelgn army. Again, let it be supposed that the

. Emperor behevmg ‘his sxtuatrn to be desperate,
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or that he has no other _remedy, submits, with
great reluctance and after long hesitation; toa

~ subsidiary treaty wrth his new friend, by whrch

he engages to receive a French army mto Vrenna,
to be stationed " there in perpeturty to serve him.

as a guard against hrs rebelhous Electors, and for _'

the securlty of ‘his person and government and
that in return he should make a cession of Bohe-
mia, or of some. other dreat portlon of his here-
dttary dommlons, for the payment of the troops
so employed in his servrce ~In that event T ask
you what would be the’ rxght ‘and duty of the
other’ great members of the Germamc body> What
would the rest of Europe, and, above all,  what
would this country say of the powerful Electors

of Saxony and Brandenburgh ‘of Hanover and,

Bavarla, if they submrtted to see the Emprre in-
vaded and dismembered, ‘their capital garrlsoned

" and their Chref enslaved bya forergn army, com-

manded by the natural and inveterate enemy of

Germany, or even by the - forces of a friendly

power> ‘Would you "endure to ‘hear it asserted
that they had no right to mterpose, that the Em-

peror was an mdependent soverelgn, that he was :
, competent to make such a treaty w1thout con-
‘sulting the Dlet, and to introduce and estabhsh,v
 the force of France in the ‘heart of Germauy’ The
Emperor hlmself mlcrht p0551b1y be pitied and,'.
forgiven;; because fio man would believe that, ony_
hrs part such a saerxﬁce of hrmself eould be vo-

~our operatlons, and if. possrbl
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luntary But what ‘should we say of the other
Princes of the Emprre, if they y1elded for a mo-
ment to such pretenees ? My answer 1s; that there
Would be but one vmce and outcry in this House?

and in this nation to reprobate the folly, ‘the
treachery, and the cowardice of the Electors of

| Germany We should even forget our ammosrty

to Buonaparte in our abhorrence of their conduct,

\Compare the cases. What have the Mahratta

Chiefs done or attempted to do; which- was not
warranted by thelr duty to their country, by the

most obvrous prmcxples of pohcy, and even by -

the necess:ty of self-defence ? But it is said that

) Sc1nd1a and Boosla made no obJeetlon to the
| treaty of BaS°e1n when it was communicated and

exPlamed to them, and that they confessed that
it contamed no artrcles mJurlous to their rxghts,
or mcompatxble with their safety Such admis=
sions on the face of them are 1ncredrb1e,anot 50
much because they must be false, as because no
rational bemd could expect that the party, to
whom they were made, could possibly beheve
them to be true So 1t is stated however, and so

‘we' may presume /it was ‘understood by Lord |

Wellesley s agents. We seldom know what the |
Indian Princes have to say for themselves, in thcn:
own terms: ~ But, be it so. They held a soft and -

1 moderate language, they endeavoured to put us .

off our guard, while they were. preparing to defeat. -
o expel us from ,

K2
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their country. Such a pollcy, for purposes much
Tess to be Justxﬁcd, is not uncommon in Europe,
and never yet was thought treacherous or crlmmal
espemally ‘on the srde of the weaker party, and
that party not the aggrcssor, but driven by, the
msatlable ambrtlon of a powerful invader to pro-
vide for its defence as if 1n3ured weakness had

no rlght to’ any arms, bat those, which' the v1olent :

a«gressor thinks ﬁt to prescrlbe to it, or as if there
was no treachery on our srde, in endeavourmg to

, persuade them to reccwe a forelgn army into thexr‘
cap1tals for ‘the sincere and frlendly purpose of

securing- therr 1ndependence. ‘The opprobrlous
]anguage, in which the conduct and personal cha-

racter of these Prlnces 1is descrrbed w1thout a -

B srncfle fact to support the charge, thc duphcxty,'
falsehood treachery, and restless spmt of avarice
and aggressxon, ‘with” whiche they are mcessantly
reproached by the Ministers of our Government
would lead you to concludc that the Brmsh power
predommant as 1t is and alrnost 1rresxst_1ble in

India, could never be at rest for the Mahrattas .
- that they had’ carrxed fire and sword into the heart“"
~of Bengal or the Carnattc, or at least that their
B armies were statloned on our frontler, and alwayS' ’
ready to . mvade us.  The map on your. table is
an answer to all these: falsehoods. Examme it,
and see on what wround these questrons were'
contested and so many battles have been fought :
Was 1t m our. terrxtorxes, or on, our frontler> Noff ,

R
s

Sir; if you follow the agents of Lord Wellesle Ys

and the armics of Britain, you will find them in

the centre, or in the remotest quarters of the pe-

ninsula, carrying slavery or.desolation into coun-

tries, and exacting tribute from people,: whose

names are- h rdly known i in England ~And then
we rev1le the Princes of Indla, as if they were the
agglessors as if lﬁ@: were the 1nvaders, and as

if there could be. ‘Do repose or security for the

Brltlsh establlshment as long as any native power
in that 1mmense contment was left in a state of,
. mdependence.\, We 2o 1nto their country to ‘

charge them with lawless ambltlon, and we.rob

- them of their property, in order to convict them

of msatlable avarice, The day of retribution, I
beheve, will come, when you are.least prepared
for it, - It 1s not in the moral order,- or in the na-
tural course ‘of human. affairs, that a handful of
strangers from this side of the globe, can hold
such a ‘dominion -very long, on such terms, over

- 80 great a portion of the world, and over so many
mllhons of Ppeople exasperated by their suﬂ'ermgs, ~
and instructed by their experience. - To Ppossess.
Indla on Lord Wellesley’s prmcxples, you must
waste and exhaust England ‘that is, you must -
weaken your empire where its vigour is most =
wanted, and then will India be worth keepmg on
that footmg But I say that, even s0, you cannot =

-~ keep ity if you do not contract: ‘your: possesswns

and concentrate ‘your force there. I do not say '

&
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you will xmmcdmtc]y lose them’s but, in my opr‘

nion, ‘you may do worse. You may continue to
supply and support them until’ Eng]and is no

longer able to bear such a drain, and to carry “such

‘a burden. ‘Before that ‘event, another case will
present itself,  for- Wthh it will requrre al] the

wisdom of Hrs Majesty ] Councrls to provrde A
_ perpetual war with France is 1mpossrble Some day

or- other: the necessrty of peace will force ltself

vpon.us, ‘and be acknowledged by all men.  For

‘our security in India, and even to, insure the con-
_ tinuance of peace in Europe, - it would undoubt-
edly be desirable: that the French mlght be ex-

cluded- from that continent, ‘or at least that they

~-should have no other settlement there than the
factorics necessary ' for their commerce; and if

ompensatxons, which they would accept of, could

- be found'in any other quarter, I should think it
~swould ‘be our interest to give them even more
than an equivalent any where €lse, rather than
have such, nelghbours in India; where they would

always be our enemies, and soon be our: rlvals.k i
. Lord Wellesley s policy establishes the necessity, -

~and supposes the possibility of totally excluding

‘the French from India. <A more just, and theres

. fore, as I believe, a wiser systém of- conduct to

_ the native Princes: would haye effectually shut

' that door against France, that is, agamst the int -
trigues, the power,’ and the ambition of - France.‘ :
But does any man, beheve that in any negotxa-' |

- ,cunty, the questzon I ask is, what is your"

7%
tion for peace, let it come when it may, Buona-

parte will submit to relinquish his claim to a ter-
rltonal settlcment in India, or that ‘he will. accept

of open eommercral factories, to be held at our
| drscretlon, without local resources . of “territory to
support them, w1thout the security of fortifica-
tions,. or. garrxsons to- defend them ? The suppo~

sxtlon 1s so 1mprobab1e, that no rational conclu-

A sron can be deduced from . it.  But if that event,
: Wthh i hold to be certain, should take place ; :
1f he should persrst and succeed in demandmg'f
the re- entrance and re- estabhshment of the Frenchk \

in Indra, the fatal folly, which has opened- every

: lndxan heart to receive them, wnll then come home

to you. As soon- as they have got a sufficient

: European force, in the proper quarter, ‘ready to

act, and have taken their measures in. ‘concetf,
yvrth the native powers, the battle, you will then:

have to ﬁght will be, not for the terrltory or the
@roperty of others, but for your own existence. i

Many victories, dearly bought, can give you no=

- thing more than external. security, which- you

might have bad without them. | ‘But beware of a
defeat. - A hundred thousand Romans, were mas~

. sacred i in one day in Asia Minor, by the order of

Mrthrxdatcsr In the mean time, without supposing.

the pI'Obablhty of - extreme dxsasters, admitting, |
that surface -and solldxty are- ‘synonymous, andaj” |

that present success- is equwalent to future se-
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diate ‘profit ? where “is thc direct adVantage you
derive from these hazardous. cnterprxses, in which
the ‘fraud would be useless if it weré not sup~
ported by force, and the exertion of thc force costs
you more in one year than the success of it wxll
repay in many “Let those, who are informed,

inform us, what solid benefit do you derive from
the destruction or slavery of so great a portlon of
mankind?- Lord Wellesley says that he has acted:
in obedxence to ‘the orders of the Court of Di-
“rectors. T call upon the Court of Directors to

state to-this House what they have: pos1t1vely' |

gained by these wars with the Mahrattas ; at
‘what price these victories have been purchased
and whether, on the whole, the affairs and "si“cuéi-

- tion of the India Company are materlally ims

proved by ‘that system of pohcy, on which their
property has been spent and their safety hazarded ?

Of whiat use is the possession, if it makes no re- -

- turn ¥ It is- npt for me to answer these questions j
nor do I beélieve they can be fairly answered in

the affirmative by any man, But I can'tell you

~ what you have paxd for your successes, and what

~you have lost by your- acqulsltxons, and I shall -
leave it to the Court of Directors to ba]ance the.
account. I ean shew you, that you have exs
changed the solid security of a very great and
proﬁtable, though a limited possession, for- the

_ precarious tenure-of- an unbounded dormmon,,f
f"whxch does not, pay }ou whlle you hold 1t Thc;_
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L sohd contents bear no_proportion to the superfi-
cxal measurement You know that your establish-
ments must keep pace with your acqmsxtlons, and
are very likely to outrun them. You are told that .

‘your terntornal income increases with your ex:

pence. If that be true, why were _you. twenty

mllhons in debt in India two years ago, and even'

before the heavy pressure. of the Mahratta waron

your finances could have been materlally felt * 2
| The Indxa Company are obliged to send. above a
‘ mxlhon a year in bullion out of England to pur-

chase an 1nvestment and it ought to be so. ap-
phcd In fact it goes duectly to the pay of ar-
mies, whlch are sald to be paid by SUbSldlCS, or
by the revenues of countries acquired by the war.

Did you ever hear of a conquest that paid its own -

cxpenccs? A trading Company, that trades in
war, is a_ contradxctlon, and, if it traded thh

success, would be a prodigy. But these, I sup-
- pose, will be called narrow commercial ideas, not

commensurate to the dlgmty or suited to the po-

licy of a great territorial power. My humble
‘understandmg, I confess, does not rise to thp
~level of those exalted notions of government, by
Wthh as I conceive, far higher faculties than'

mine are apt to be mxsled In the works of ge- -
'mus or 1magmatxon, mdu]gence may. be allows:d ',.

to. fancy and rghncment. Bg; the sc;nous aﬂ'au;‘ﬁ£ :

# Lord Castlereagh
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of the world are to be govemed by prudence,
‘the ‘essential interests of mankind can only be
~ prowded for by sound and sober Judgement ani-
~mated by benevolence. This enhghtened bene-
volence, I am sure, will be found, upon experH :
ment, the only sure and solid se]f—wnsdom when
the v151ons and chimeras of cruel vamty have dlS-

'appeared “and Teft notbmg behmd them but sor-

“row, dxsappomtment and ruin. © The Du’ectors
“of the India’ Company, 1'know, have no real j ju-
risdiction over the politics, nor control over the po-
liticians of India ; ‘and deeply it is to be regretted
: that they “have only 2 nominal authonty ‘over
‘those great interests, which the Legxs1ature ac-
‘knowledges to belong to them, and professes to
have committed to their care. 1 there be no
alternatwe, if there be no choice left but between
‘their plam reason, and those vulgar mxschlevous
faculnes, whieh are ‘called brilliant talents, I

know’ what the optlon ought to be. In every

'ratmnal sense ‘of success, T believe " the “sound :

o dlscrenon of the India Company would be the
most  successful, ‘as I am sure ‘it would be the
“safést gmde. ‘It is a wretched and ruinous occus
patxon, to act only to be talked of. But, even if.

it “were othermse 5 if personal fame were al-

lowed to ‘be a laudable object of ambltlon, and

great actions to be the ‘means of ‘acquiring: it,
 there is one- ingredient essential-and. indispensi-
even: m thls sense, 1o any at10na1 1dea. QF
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eminence. - That ingredient is dlﬂiculty Now;
in fact, there is nothing so easy, or even that
requires-so little personal: reso]utlon, as to dis-
turb the. peace of the: world, and to unsettle the
order of ‘human aﬁ'alps; : .;Powe,r‘ alone; without
- particle of skill or a ray of genius, can do more
mischief in a day, than wisdom and industry can-
 repair in a century.. Whereas, if we.are to judge

by-the little good that:is attempted; and the still

less. that. is done, we are bound to conclude that

nothing: is-"s0. difficult as'to do. good to mv:a:nyk;ind;‘
They, who look for any. pursuit or object, of #4a#

- quality, in the late transactions in India, I think:

will be disappointed. But perhaps it may be ex-

“pected. that some - magnanimity in the conception, -
or something frank and noble in the execution of
these. enterprises, will furnish a consolation to -
“those, who do not suffer by them, for the: misery
“and ruin ‘of India, and-for the sacrifice of thou-
~-sands. of the best and bravestof our own people.
Assuredly, ‘that i3 -not. the character = of our
- proceedings. against the Mahrattas, - :When the
Tartar coniqueror entered India, he said, ‘e 1 come
to ‘conquer you. = Submit to my dominion, and 1
~ promise to protect you.”

~ at least as long as the government continued in
the family of Tamerlane. I am sorry to say that
this would 'not be an accurate" description: of a.
- modern British conquest. W% proceed. on other
: prmmp]es, and make our way to success by very |

~And so they found it,
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dlfferent ptofeSsmns. Ourviews are always aiicable
and Jiberal. The conduct: of the British Government
18 always regulaie(l by /ushce, moderation, and for<

bearance! " < Our object has been at all times rather:.

to sccure than to disturb the feudatory Mahiatta-
States in the possession of their separate territories:
" and distinct rights ; yet: their characteristic. SPmt

of habitual and lawless: ambltxon has “inclined

them to view it with jealonsy * /" When we offer
to occupy their cities and to garrison their forts, it
perpetuity, with British troops, € it is stated to:
them in the light of a concessivn on our part, tend~
ing to the security’ of #heir interests and the sta--
bility of their: ‘dominion, nat as directed to objécts
in dny degree necessary to the security of the
' Biitish: empire 'in India!”  Concerning their
own' interests, they are supposed- to -have no
| judgement. - When these amicable * professions
‘fail, we soon resort to a different language,
more “sincere indeed, but equally unworthy of
“the dignity of England. You hear of nothing

~ then ‘but 4 ¢ the selfish and- wicked policy of

* the Péstiwa, the dark complexion of his dispo~
sition and character, the disgustful history of his .
donsestic and public conduct, his atrocious ma-

- chinations, his- faithless: and  sordid pohcy, hasﬁ,
hatred and jealousy of the  British name.” - The"
House will recollect that this Peshwa is and has .

at all times our- partlcular frlend Even -

een
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Scindia was not our enemy before 1803. Till
then, he was in alliance with us. - His presumps-
tion at last, in taking measures to defend himself;.
is not only not to be endured, but has given him a
‘new character. - * ¢ The perfidy and violence of

~ that unprincipled Chief; the corrupt -and. profli=

gate councils of that weak; arrogant, and faith+
less Chief, ‘are suddenly discovered. Hisviolence,

rapacity, and lawless ambition, are found to have

been the main causes of ‘the war with the con-
federate Mahratta Chiefs.” ~One would think
that Scindia and the Peshwa, supposing this to be
their character, were a ‘couple.of old Mahratta
Statésmen, bred in" the school of some -Asiatic
Machiavel, and by this time long:exercised. and
giown old in the practice of that fraud -and false-

liood, whichpasses for policy with their perfidious -
countrymen. Now the -Peshwa is a very young
" man, of whom 2 chief of ‘his own family says+
¢ that he had retired from Poona owing to the

thoughtlessness of youth!” And Scindia, after all,

~is § “an inexperienced- youth, who' as yet could 4

~ form no correct judgement of his own true in-
terests 1 In another place, Colonel Collins says,
* he is an mexperxenced youth, and, as I under-
stind, not at all conversant in business.” - I have
refrained ‘from saying any thing: of the war with .

Holcar ; first, because it was' but Just begun, I" |
mean at the date of the last advices received inv

*Pags 157289 F Pa36s  jPag
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| directly: by Bombay ;- secondly, - because Lord
‘Wellesley has not yet thought fit to give. the Di-

‘rectors any account of the causes, commencement,
" or progress of this. war.  All we know is; that, on

the 15th of December 1803, it was: declared by

' Lord ‘Wellesley, that Holcar, * ¢ having com-
- mitted no act of hostility against the British- Go=

vernment, - has - hitherto ‘been = considéred "as 'a

friend ;”—¢¢ that he is  an ,Tad’vcnture‘n ~who  pos=
sesses no other means of subsisting his troops, than

by plundering; and not, to be consideredr as an
established power in India 2’ -—-though in another

place, he is. stated to. be ¢ ¢ a-member: of the
‘Mahratta empire.” - That, on the 24th of March
1804, there was every reason to-expect an amica-
ble fermination of the negotiations with him ; and
_that, on the 16th of April; Lord Wellesley in-
forms the. Governor of Bombay of ¢ his. determi-
nation to commence hostilities against Holcar,
from Indostan and the Decan, at the earliest prac-
 ticable period of time.” Of the event or progress

of this war, at this day, a full year after its com-

mencement, we know nothing ;. but, after the.re-

~ duction of Scindia and Boosla, it certainly is not
to be presumed- that an inferior- Chief can hold;’
‘out very long against us. . In all these voluntary
‘wars, without entering into questions of justice or
Vnecessﬂy, it appears to me, that even. the final
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profit; if any, T mean to the Public, is very remotc |
and unccrtam “whereas 'the losses and i inconve-
niences, thch attend them, are unmedlatc and
unquestionable. I shall not now enter into the
state of the Company’s finances; which in effect
are the revenues of the Government of India, or
into - their ‘debts - abroad, or their difficulties at
home. For that discussion, ‘a better- ‘opportunity
will: offer, when the Noble Lord brings forward
the India Budget of this year #, I shall therefore ,
confine myself to some other considerations; sug- |
gested by the subject, and not less important than
that.of the.revenues. -In the year 1801, the mili=
tary establishment of Europeans recommended by
His Majesty’s Ministers and- adopted by Par-
liament, for the service of India, amounted to
twenty-one thousand -men, in addition to those of
the Company, which now I believe are not re-
cruited, ‘but ‘which it-would be very advisable to
keep up; if it were only.as a nursery of non-com-

‘missioned officers for the Sepoy corps : he whole

may be reckoned at about 2,000 men. If that

force was ‘necessary ‘some years before the late ad-

dition to your territories and extension of your

frontier were thought of in England, Isuppose it

ought to be augmented now, or at least that it 1
cannot safely be diminished. = For to say, as it has\ .

‘ been saxd that your frontier is: contracted by: the

* The Indxa Budget, annually 1a1d before Parhament, wa,s |
r(thxs year 1895 : e
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increase of your possessions, ory in other words,
that, the more you conquer, the less you have to
~defend, seems to. me very like a contradiction.

If such a proposition could be true, you. ought to

reduce 'your army and lessen: your expence.. I
know very well the purpose, which these. phrases

' are intended to answer. . Even-nonsense has some

meaning, at least in its application. - On the
principle so assurned, -economy and. conquest. go

hand in hand, and keep an equal pace. A just

and necessary war not only furnishes asupply, but

creates a saving. For my part, Sir, I have no
idea of a thrifty conquest, or that they, who make
it, will not begin with helping themselves. The
profit'in reversion will be cheerfully bequeathed
to the Public. The establishment of Europeans
is the fundamental security of your India posses-
sions, and the main stay of your empire. . A. well-

disciplined army of Sepoys may be depended en |

for ‘ordinary services - and, to a certain- degree,
against native enemies. But, in a situation of real
‘hazard, and much more in the case: of a reverse; [

am of opmron that neither their courage nor their
fidelity ought to be relied on, unless they are at
once encouraged ‘and kept in- awe by a powerful

‘veserve of Buropean troops.  These last, in my

judgement, ought to be spared and saved as much.
as possible,’ not harassed by unnecessary marches,

not- placed in the front. of every, battle, ‘or com-

| manded to storm every breach. It is naturalﬁ? '

enough for a commandmg officer to resort, in the

. first instance, to. the mstrument that cuts best.

The Europeans of course are most employed and

~ most exposed, and suﬁ“er accordmgly The his- -

tory. of . India- furnishes no _example of such a
slaughter of British troops, as- has . happened in

- the last tworyears. 1 do not know to what num-

ber the effectives fit. for setvice. are actually Te-
duced ;. nor would I state it, if I did. - But thxsr
part of your military force s mvaluable because -
it is extremely. difficult to rccrurt them, and be-‘
«cause it requires a long time to prepare. them for

- the service, and to inure them to the chmate. The

numbers, who die by the sword, fall short as. I

~ believe, of those who perrsh by other means, and

whom . you. never. hear of.- Now, Sir, if thls‘
establishment of the ng 5 troops be not kept up

it is a mere decert whlch decerves nobody bu;
yourselves, and leaves your possess1ons without
any solid security. = But, supposing it.to be com- -
pleted by constant supplies {from England, it is

' not easy to conceive how such’ numbers of PleCd ,
amen can. be spared at any time from the popula-

tion of thrs country, and especxally in the present. =

state of Europe. Theu consider- what the conse- -

quence - of mamtammg such an_ estabhshment
sooner or later, must be in Indla. ,VVhen the renewal
of the Company S charter in 1793 was debated. in |
this House, you heard some. strongg opinions, ve-

llemently expressed by Lord Melvrlle, of the dan~
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G‘er of colomzahon in"that cotntiy;: anidthe ruifious -

eﬂf'ects, with which such a perpetual drain upon
the populatlon of Britain muét be attended. - ‘On
that subject, his féars were not to be quieted. So
he: renewed the charter, ‘and laid the” fourdation

- of such a mlhta"y establishment of Europeans, as
*never had been thought of before.” Now, Sir; ¥

T)eheve 1t will not be* dxsputed that twenty :five

. t‘housand armed men are: very lxkely to'have a pro= ‘

portxonate number of women and" chlldren, and
that sooner or later they ‘will take what land they
please, and make their own settlement.  Whethes
colomzatlon, in any other form, be good or-evil, a
mxhtary colony , T presume, is of all the most Tiablé
to objection. * They may possibly keep the con>

quered country against the natives,” but they will

keep it for themselves. “They, who ‘profess ‘t6 |

dread colomzatxon in Tndia more than do, ought

siot- to leave this view of the questlon out of their -
contemplahon. "The event, to which. I have al- =

luded, may ‘be remote or 1mprobable, not in- its

own natm‘e, but ‘because other ‘events are. ‘more
likely to occur at an earlier period. "On the pre-
sent plan of ‘holding alt India by’ subSldlary trea- :
ties; which, in plamer English, means nothing bat
to place garrisons in all. the' prmcrpal ‘cities, your.
military force, whatever it is; must be thinly dis-
tnbuted in " detachments. too distant “from each. ‘
other: to be capable of giving mutual assistance if
thcy were: separately attacked or. to- ‘be rcadxly;
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united if the occasxon should require it. Look at
the map, and see how your army is and must bef |
divided; from Delhi to Agra, from Agra to Ugem,;
to. Indore, to Nagpour, to Poona, to Hyderabad

to- Seringapatam, and to Cape Comonn  In the
mean; time, - your settlemems on the two coasts
muyst:be. stripped of a consxderablc part of theu‘

- dcfence. 1 put the case, aframst which I suppose

you mean to be cruarded of a futare combmatxon

- among the nahves, assxsted by the French for
otherwise, if that case were. 1mpossxb]c, your pre-
sent precautions would be. superﬂuous To drive
the native Princes mto such a combmatxon, I can-
' not conceive a- measure more effectual than thxs of
_‘ placmo‘ garrisons in their capxtal cities. It is the
most offensive to their. pnde, and the most gallmg
~ to their fee]mgs It not only robs them of their
‘ person&l and even domestxc frecdom, bat of all
appearance of. dldmty in the eyes of their sub_)ects.i
It is.not.so much the pay or the burthen, it is the
presence-of. these troops that degrades and aﬁhcts‘

them. . They would much rather pay a greater
subsidy to support them at a distance, where I
should think they. mxght be stanoned with greater

seeurity. and advantage ; I mean upon. our ownf,
" frontier, in- laro;e bodies, in regular cantonments‘

connected. by posts, and within reach’ of one

‘another.  On that. prmmple, the main body of .
- your mifitary power would be. at all times ready to
~assemb1e qu act tobether Heave 1t to oﬂicersf

"vMZ
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of expeuence in'the' Company s service, to inform

you, on 'which of the two' plans the" dlSClPhnC of

your armies is most hkely to be preserved On
that point many serious consrderatxons ‘occur,
whreh I shall not’ enlarge on. At great drstances“

~ from the Commander in Chief, there may be @’
gradual relaxatlon of discipline; of which he can--
not be appnzed The Sepoy corps may not be kept
complete.  Wherever ‘they ‘are stationed; the

servu.e the1r oﬁicers like best is'the collection -of:

the revenues. Your Hindoo' Sepoys may be ex-
posed to seductxon in the 01t1es, which ‘are the~
_remdenee of Prmces of their own rehglon, and:
your Mussulmans in those of the Mahomedans.
These separate commands are a sure road to: for-
tune, and will be perpetually solicited at the seat -

of government and always given to thoss who

have most 1nterest ~or “who know the shortest
| -way to preferment “"The 'unavoidable tendency
of this. system, if I'am not greatly mistaken, isto-
L weaken and corrupt your whole mlhtary estabhsh-.ﬂ
The substanice of what I have now submltted to‘
yonr “consideration, amounts, as I° think, to a’-;}: N
serious charge against the system ‘and practice of -
Lord Wellesieys government cor ‘the  greater - -
v part of 1t ‘I have no personal ‘interest to.
. serve, or ammosxty to vratlfy in statmg theseﬂ
oplmons.’ My intention‘and . my endeavour: hag
, been to do a pubhc servme by suggestmg to theg“
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House, and parhcu]ar]y to His Majesty s Minis-

“ters; what 1-think right notions, on 4 subject, on i

which my attention has been ﬁxed ‘without a va=

riation of view or principle, during thxrty years,

and not:to give useless pain or offence to any
individual, . I'know how Lord: Wellesley 18 sup-

porfed’ﬁ;“and for that reason, as well as*from 1 my- l
‘own ‘sense of justice, should be as ready to ap-
prove as to condemn his conduct, if an opportu-
nity offered. There is one ofhis public acts,
which I'can mention: with pleasure and approba-'
tion, because it is honourable to the British cha-’
- racter, and- right in-itself, on a higher prmcxple

than mere policy, I mean the attention and re-.

- spect, which Lord Wellesley has paid to the most
. unfortunate representative of the race of ‘Tamer~:
lane; the Mogul; S4a Allum. -1 am not aware of
.any * important benefits #, which can-now be:

derived- from a renewed connexion: between His'

‘Majesty .and - the British power in India:” nor
~would I mix anyconsideration of that kind

~with the:just and generous office of relieving so -

~great a person ‘from the accumulated. calamities,.

‘which have descended ‘upon him.:* Except the
~fall of the House of Bourbon, completed - by B
~ the- murder -of . the 1last, and, 'as' I believe,. the :

- most innocent of its Princes, 1 know of nothing v
s0-awful as that state. of 1nconce1vablc rmsery and -

*Paaoz..” LB




degradation, in which the last of the Héusé of

Timour still survives the destruction of his em-~-
pire; and the utter ruin of his family. In reliev-"
ing such a person from such unparallelcd afflic=
tions, . Lord Wellesley has acted well : and I

should equally concur ‘with him i the lxberahty

of that act, consxdermg who is the object of it, if
we were. not, as we are, in possession of his in+
heritance. - Having said somuch of Lord Welles~
ley’s administration, to say nothmg of himself,

I mean always in his public character, would look. -

like affectation. - As far as I can judge from his

voluminous writings - and - incessant: occupations;

he appears to me to be a person of no. incon-

siderable ‘abizl'ity»,f .of uncoimmon industry, and
everlasting. activity. ~They, who read his cor-
respondence, will be at a loss to' conceive, how'

the pen could ever be out. of his hand, or when

" he could allow himself a day’s relaxation; or'a

~ night’s rest. “TFhat so determined. an enemy to
 His own repose should not be a steady: friend to
' the tranquillity. of others, is not very wonderfuk

As to the general -merits and final: result ‘of his:
government, the: choice of - his. successor says

" every thing that I could say ofit; and practically’

~ perhaps-in stfonger terms, than I .should make.
use of, because his removal is the act and com--
~ fessiom of his. friends. - The remedy indicates' the"
dlsorder. ) th respect to my Lord Comwalhs,
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I have already taken an: opportunity to declare:
my confidence in his principles and in his pru-
dence. - We want these principles and that pra-

dence more than ever; and 1. do not believe that

the Noble Lord has a relation ora friend, who

‘wishes him success more heartily than T do.

The motion, with which I shall conclude, is not

* directed to- personal “accusation or- to parlia-
' mentary censure. My purpose is todo a pubhc‘

service; not to criminate, but to correct; - by

engaging the House of Commons to, rcvert to
 their principles, to avow them once more, . and to

adhere to them hereafter. ‘The vote and declara-

tion I am going to propose, will be a weapon :
~in Lord Cornwallis’s hand, with which we ought

to arm him. - It'isnot easy for the wisest man to

do perfectly right, after infinite wrong has been

done. Many steps must be trodden back, before
 the right road can be recovered. They, who are

" able to estimate the difficulty of the task, which

Lord Cornwallis has undertaken, will not ‘think

it superfluous to-encourage and, support him,. in.
the execution of it, by all the authority of Par-
 liament. I therefore move you, Sir, that it may
~ be declared, * That this House adheres to the.
principles established by its unanimous. resolu- .

tion' of the 28thof May 1782, adopted by the

Legislature, and ‘made law by two successive
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" Acts of His present Majesty, ih- 1484 and 4 «\79 3;;
namely, that to pursue schemes of conquest.and.
~-extent of dominion in India are measures repug-.

‘nant-to the: w15h the. honour, and thc pohcy of
this nanon. e B

P

-Extmci of a Letter fwm ﬂze Margms Welles]ey fo

. the Secret Committee of the Court of Dzreciors, g

dated 1 3tﬁ Ju[y 1804. i

66, To every person acquamted w1th the real na-

ture of the- ‘British interest and power in India,

the north-west frontler of Indostan ‘must- have

;appeared to be the most feeble part of our vast

empire.
¢ The power of the Sez/es, as well as of thc

‘Mahtattas, and the Rajpouts, and other petty

states, affords, a con51derablc ‘advantage to the

.invasion of an enemy coming from the 7ost distant
parts, of the north-west of Asia, or the banks of |
the Indus; and it will be superﬂuous to ren;ark :
.that the enterpising spirit of France, or the, am-
~ Dition. of Ruffia, -or even the violence and ra-
- _pacity of the Afgizan tribes . or other Asxatlc na-
- .tions, whlch inhabit the northern and western-,
countries of Asia, may “have conceived p]ans of
invasion in that part; an invasion, which would )

. N‘
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 Jave extremely embarassed the British power in
- Tndia. ' R

~«¢ However formidable the power of Scindia
would be, in‘case-of an increase of his forces by

the Junchon of another enemy, a more pressing -
and immediate danger in all its consequences has
 just arisen from the decline of the local authority

.of Scindia In Indostan . and that danger has
recently assumed a more alarming aspect in pro-
pomon to the accumulated ‘embarassments  of

‘Scindia in the Decan, and to the decrease and ‘
- general dccay of his resources and his power.
¢« Scindia has no direct authority over M. Per-

ron and his redular troopa. ‘Several examples

“must be known to you, ‘in which M. Perron has

openly dxbobcycd or sy stematically” evaded. the
oorders of Scindia, partxcularl} in the laqt crisis of
thqt chief’s affairs. e

‘"« M. Perron is supposed to ‘possess a consider-
able fortune, and you perfectly well know: how
strong hlS desire is to return to Edrope.

e In addmon to- these ‘remarks, it is proper to

‘ mform you , that the vicinity of the regular’army
of M Pe; ron constantly mmxmshes the popula’uon)‘ :
of thc Companys provmces, and dries up the
- sources of our agmcultum, our manufactures,'
: (our commcrce, and our revcnues,' as well as
“the means of rccrmtmg for the army m that'

' cuuntry

oI,

% Among the principal advantages, which the

]atc peace gives us, we must reckon the m'nnte-
nance of the nattonal character in India by the

moderation, the clemeuncy, and the justice, which
the Bntlsh Governmeut have mamfested in the
: condltxons of peace granted to our enemies.
P Your Hon. Committee wﬂl rema:k w1th sa- '
tisfaction, that the total amount of the SUbSldlal‘y '
troops 1 m thc Decan constxtutmg a force ofzz,ooo,
men, may be employcd agamst ]eshwunt Row‘

Holkar, or any other dxsturber of the trauquﬂhty
of India, without 1eqmrmg extraoxdmary succours,

" or without occasioning any, extraordinary addition

to the expences of our mlhtary estabhshment

Your Hon. Committee.will. not fail to see,. and

duly to applemate the advantages of an arrange-

ment, by means of’ which the expences of so.

great a proportion of the- war in India are defraved
by forezgn subsidies. . Whilst we mention this, we
cannot overlook the constant state of preparatxon
and equlpment 1mposed upon’ ‘subsidiary troops.

¢ During the cource of “these ‘marches, the -
troops: suffered severely from' excessive beat and
want of prowstom and  forage.. ‘A number of
excellent’ officers and soldiers fell victims to the“, _

effects of the climate and fatigue.

‘" We have takena consxderable sum of money;: "
| twenty -four lacks of rupees in the fort .of Agra,*\f
. ﬁve lacks at Delh:, bcsxdcs a numner of other:aj‘r )
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sums tékeri" from Aleghour and other places,
which were 1mmcd1atcly dlstnbutcd to the

; soldxers

o 19¢7z July 1804,

e The dxmmutlon, Wthh the provmmn of

goods. for the present year must suﬂ'er, cannot be'

. determmed at present.

e It is to be hoped that the spcedy arrival of &

: fresb remzh‘zmce ‘of money from Europe will ré-

move the momcntary embarassment, that has
been eXpCrlchCd in the admmlstratxon of yout’
ﬁnanccs in thls Presxdency -

Exi; acis fram przvate Lelters from bidia, mlen:epied

by the Frencb

s IP Coloncl Fawcet had at ﬁrst Jomed Smtth
instead of keeping his men. under arms, he would

~ at least have prevented the country from being

ravaged by the enemy ; the troops would not have
been so harassed ; and he would not have lost
ten or twelve Europeans a day. - :

-~ #¢ This rapid march cost us. dcar we lost each
day. twenty or.thirty Europeans, and ten times. as

N “many natives of every class, - The heat. was 50

CXCGSSWC, that I was mysclf a w1tnsss that out Of
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seven soldters, w‘no Went t‘o & welk td queﬁ&@
thcn' thitst, five fell dead: e
« Thi thiermometer was, dlirmg sEver’al“ dayfs,v

t IO, and upwards,

¢ How we shall be able to prekerve andx defbnd’
this vast exfent -of country, I cannot contsives.
I think that Lord Wellesley himself will be:séon
alarmed at the greatness of his conquests; none
of which, accordmg to my opinion, will produce
revenues enough to defray the expences they oce
casion.” |

Extract of a Letter from the Chairman of the Court
of Directors (David Scott, Esq.) 1o Mr. dd-
dington, dated 14th August 1801,

% To the harmony, which has hitherto sub-
sisted between these two Boards, may be ascribed
in a great degree the prosPERITY, which has at-
tended the affairs of the East India Company. = .

¢ Situated, Sir, as yox know the Company to

~ have been for some years, with an immense. in-

-creasing debt abroad, owing to an expenditure far
‘beyond their revenue; and if even (as is the fact)

“since the destruction of our most formidable

enemy in India, -and our acqmrement of such
nch and extensive possessmns, the mcreased rés
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wenue falls short of our disbursements, you may
believe that the united efforts of the Court must
be necessary to. find out and apply a pr‘opc'r re-
medy. In consequence of the above alarming =~
situation, and seeing the prospect of an: actual
failure of resources forgfutnishing,,thcfusual,,'ir;.-
 yestments; &c.” . U T e G

. THE- END.

8. GosweLl, Printer, 0 -
"Little. Queen Street, Holborn, -
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