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_’:THE-.-p.resent stnte of the Finances of the 'Eééf

India Company has been brought before: the public;
with- great- clearness and precision, by Sir’ Phxhp

Francis, in a Letter to Lord szcount Howick-;
and, as the. docuxnents on which he relieg’ ai'é'

- those which were presented to Parhament by the
* East India Company, there can be no diSpute as L

to their ‘accuracy.

~ From these documents it appears -that in India, :

in 1805-6, the expenses ‘would exceed the réceipts
more than two millions six’ hundred thousatd
Poundb i and at home, the: expenses of the Comis

have assets to answer in that perxed
It is impassible to canceive a more gloomy pxci

_expenditure so far exceeds their réceipts. Sir Phi~

‘pany,: to March 1805, will be more- by two mils - |
lions two hundred thousand pounds than the‘y lel

ture than is here represented ‘but-it does not of
. mecessity follow that the Company i on -the eve -
- of bankruptcy, because in the’ present year: their’

hp Francxsa however; has stated ‘that in the threg:
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last years the Company has received three mxlhons

- sterling due to them for money advanced to the

Government in India, and eight hundred thousand
pounds borrowed from the Bank. These facts are
not controverted ; but Mr. Grant the Deputy

- Chairman, has stated on the other side, that the

Company has goods in their warehouses to the
amount of- many millions; sterling, which, from .
the pecullar circumstances of the present times,
they have not been able to sell. - UnIess, therefore,

we suppose that these peculiar circumstances are

to continue, the Company at home will be re-

lieved in another year from their present, embar-i
' rassments. L o .
The state of then‘ aﬁ'alrs in Indla is taken from :

an estlmate of 1805-6, where, though it is_ad-
mitted their recelpts were nearly fourt;en millions
three hundred thousand pounds, their expenses.
were so enormous as to leave a deﬁcxt of more
than two millions six hundred thousand pounds.

- We admit the correctness of Sir Phlhp Francis’s
.7 statement ‘but it is fair to observe that the estl-
mate of 1805-6 was drawn up prior to the Ist of
April 1805, when we were ‘involved in a Mahratta

war, and when we had armies in the field in every

- quarter of Indostan " But we know that a general,
' peace was concluded in November: 1805 that, in.

consequence of the peace, the dlﬂ"erent armles re-,
turned to garrisons or cantonments, _and every,

-~ man who has served in India must’ know that, "

. “-3

the differenee of expense between armies in the

field and in garrisons and cantonments is enor-

mous, so’ that we may fairly conclude, one million

at the least woild be saved in thé year 1805-6. In

the following year the writer conceives that the
expenses of India would be less by four millions
sterling than the estimate of 11805 -0,

_ Itis not our wish or intention to go-.into the
merits ‘or demerits of Lord Wellesley s adminis-
tration. We will merely state the facts: During

~ that admmlstranon the Company’s revenues ‘have
“been increased five millions sterling, and a debt of

twenty millions was contracted ; 'in addition to
this debt, bullion, to the amount of many millions,
was exported to India, althongh from 1765, -to
the period of his Lordship’s ‘administration, no
bullion was exported to India, Bat three millions

~of this debt has been repaid by Government to the -

Company in England, and a further sam is yet

~due to them, ' In Lord Cornwallis’s first adminis. |

tration the Company had a clear available su: plus
of one million in India, after paying all their ex-
penses, and the interest of the debt, which wads -
then ten millions. Mr. Grant states, that in 1808
there will be a snrplus of one million; and if this

be all, the conclusxon is evxdcnt that, with an in-

creased revenue of five mlllxons sterling, the Com-
pany is worse off than it was in 794, because then

' they had' the same snrp‘us “of one million, with a

debt of - Onlv ten: mdhons, mstead of “debt’ ot
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" .thn'ty m1lhons, which -all  parties” agxee is. the

amount of the present debt of India. :
But as the fact is on all sides admitted, that the
resources in “India are annually fourteen 1ml]10ns

. three hundred thousand pounds, and there is a
'great probability that, under our superior manage-

ment, they may be increased at the least to fifteen

millions sterlmg a year, the future’ pzospenty of
the East India Company must depend’ on" the use
which is made not by the Court of Directors, but
by His Majesty’s Mmisters of this immense an- |
nual revenue. Money is at present in such plenty
in India, that the bonds which bore an interest of
~.ten and twelve per cent. ~are paid off, ‘and the
- whole debt bears but an interest of eight per cent,
| Supposmg the debt to be thirty millions, the in-
~ terest of it w111 be £2,400, OOO this vull leave
“twelve millions stcrlmg for expenses of ev ery kmd

'In the civil establmhment na reduction of any con-
sequence can be made. In the military establish+

““tent you ‘cannot pOSSlbly reduce ‘the  pay and
But is there

a necesstty of .keeping up so large an ‘army. m"

allowanoee either. of ofﬁeers or m

Indla’ We thmk not. “But 1f that nece551ty does

e\lat the extension of our empire during Lord

Wellesle) s admmxetratlon, and the acquisition of

K resources to the amount of five mll ions annually

has been a very great misfortune ta- the Company
in point of ﬁnance, because the debt has' been,

trebled in India, and the surplus of 1808 is not

- cessary for India at twen ty- five thousand European,

- Sepoys, - with -sixteen regiments of  native cavalry
~ (the present establishment of native cavalry) would

~ I
o N A o

" more than two millions annually.

" ‘population of the British empire can afford such a
~ drain-of ‘men as it would’ require to keep up such -

_arise in future. -
_of the Companyb finances in India will depend
»entnely on what the King’s Ministers may. detexq
‘mine as to the xmhtary establishments in India.

eXpected to excéed that of 1794, When the Coma i
pany owed but ten millioiis in Inidia. -
The late Mr David Scott stated the force ne«j

and onie hundred and twenty-five thousand native
troops. © We conceive that an effective European
force .of ten thousand men would be. amply suf-
ficient for all India, and that seventy. thousand

be sufficient for the service of .all India either in
‘war or peace. ~ With such an estabhshmem, and
supposmg we are in 1o danger of another Mahratta -
war, which the writer thinks we are not, he is
convmced thaf there: ‘may’ be 4 surplus in India of

- As to a ﬁxed estabhshment of twenty-ﬁve thou-' o
sand Europeans in India, we do not conceive the ‘

a force. 'With respect to our native troops, if the .
numbers ‘were ‘now to be reduced, we could in.
erease them to any extent, if the necessxty shonld

2Inr faet, the prosper ity or the ruin

The writer has often hear d the xemz{rk that the _
dlsproportlon between the European and 'the na- | ,
tive troops in Indlgt i$ avery alarming c:rcu_m_st,ance, -
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‘and we: presume that it appeazs so to the King's

" India Ministers, because in the three last years
- they have sent a very large force to India. "We
“are conﬁdent, ‘however, that no disproportion be-

tween the European and native forces in India can

~ be attended with the smallest danger, while. the
Sepoy 1eg1ments are well treated, regularly - paid,
~and fully oﬁicered There are not:in the world

soldlers more attached to the service, more faith-

, fu_}, or more submlsswe to discipline, . than ‘our
_native troops in Indla The alarming - mutmy at

~ Vellore has now happily subsided. We know that -

that mutiny was excited by. the sons - of Txppoo’ -

“Sultaun, whose emissaries . insinuated . that -the

"cha‘nge which we wished to adopt in the dress of

‘the Sepoys was only. a pl'eparatorj‘-step‘towards

-~ the Zackcompiishlnent of oar great . objéct,- which

was to compel them to embrace Christianity. . If

private accounts from India ‘are to be relied upon,
' ,the alarm was very general ; but as our Govern-~
" ‘ments in India have taken every method to -con- '
: ‘,vm(‘e the natives that we shall pay the same regard
" to their religious opiniens and. customs as we have
ﬁ,hex -etofore 1nvar1nbly, done, we . cannot ‘ conceive

there is the smallest danger of. another ”muti'ny,

Vunless indeed we . ahould adopt a new system in

Indla

. If the subject 18 dlspassxonately conmdered, it .
; wﬂl be found that individuals, by a misplaced zeal,
.have given our enemleo in Indla plau51ble grounds

N g

* for asserting: that we wished to convert the natives -
“to Chnstlamty ;. and it is not easy to convince:a -
native of India, that where power is lodged what

is once desired, will not. very soon be ordered.

~ For many centuries, we believe, Christian M1s- '

sionaries ha\e resided in India with the. free consent g

of the native -princes. These men . were - gene-

' ralIy, if not universally, pure in their morals, and
inoffensive in their conduct, and many of them
‘highly respected by the princes of India, who ale

lowed them to preach the Gospel .and tomake as

many converts as they could to the Christian . re-

| lxglon. Such ‘however, is- the.strong attach~

ment, both of Hmdoos and Mahomedans, 10 the

' ‘religion of theu for efathers, that few even, 1f any,
converts . were made except of men ,who were of .
characters. notouously infamous, and. who had for~,

feited their casts, from a. neglect of thelr rehglous

attachment of the natives to their own religion, as

"to assure _the. writer, that on his arrival at Rome

he should represent to the Pope -the mutxhty of
sending:] stsmnanes to India in future. Yet no
man-was more respected . by -the natives of Ben-

, ceremomes. * Thewriter -knew a.very. worthy
Italian priest in Bengal, who had - been twenty
. years a Missionary in-India, and who teld him
“that in _twenty years he had made but twenty:
converts, and. that those . were men of very bad.
characters. - He was so convinced . of the strong -

gal. Mr. Schwartz in: Tanjore Was . equally Tee

B
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: spected by the Rajah and by every Engllsh gen-
" tleman ; even the British government owed much
to the good offices of Mr., Sthwartz during the

'fespeéted man however made but 'very few con-
verts dunng his long residence in  India, - and
though he was for many years the. favourlte of the
- sovereign. of Tan_]ore _
~In 1793, when the Company’s charter was re-
newed, some pious and worthy members of both
Houses expressed their wish that methods mnght
- be adopted to civilize the natives of India. No-
_ thing however was ‘done by the authonty of Par-
liament, but the ‘establishment of clergymen for
India was increased from six to eighteen ; Mission-
aries from different religious societies in Europe

these Mlssmnarxes, to- whxch we cannot gwe

credxt. C

- In the year 1795, the Rev.-Mr. Buchanan,
'man of profound - erudition, and of great, piety,

was sent out to Bengal, as one of the clergymen on
“that establxshment. Under the auspices of that

gentleman, the Four Gospels | have been translated

‘into the different lan guages of India,and many thou-

sand copies dlstrxbuted gratisin thatcountry. Inthe

year. 1805 Mr. Buchanan pubhsheda book, which

he dedlcated to the late Archbishop of* Canterbury, _

and he quotes the authonty of the present ‘Bishop

kl

war with Hyder Ally. This: worthy and highly -

‘were mcreased also, and the religious Magazines
have latterly ‘contained accounts of the success of )

-1

~of London, to prove, that an ecclesmshcal ‘esta-
bllshment for Indm is mdlspensably necessary. Mr..
Buchanan proposes that this establishment should":

consist of an Axchblshop, three Bxshops and an

indefinite number of mfenor clergy - We do not

believe that. the BlltlSh subjects in Indla exceed o

thirty thousand including the army; consequently,
two clexgymen at each capital; and twelve chap-
lam_s for the army, appears to be a competent
number, and that is the preserlt establishment,
But Mr. Buchanan goes.on_to explain very fairly,
and fully what is his object in proposmg an eccle

siastical estabhshrnent it is, as he says, to con=

vert fifty millions of men to Chrxst1amty, whxch

in another generatlon he supposes to be very prac» ,
~ ticable,

No Englxshman could obJect to thls plan, un- -

less he was convmced of its 1mpract1cab1hty, and

convinced also that the very attempt would  in-
ev1tably lose the {British empire in India. The
Mahomedans, whose zeal for makmg converts by
the sword has always been notorious, found itim-
possible to convert the Hindoos, and they very
early gave up | the point. ' We are now the sove-

reign power over both Mahomedans and Hlndoos, -
~and it has been our mvarxable practlce to pay the
most sacxed attention to the rehgxous opinions

and pre;udtces of both descnptlons of our sub_;ects.

a part of the domxmons of the Nﬁbob of 0ude,

32
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 aéting upon the wise principles which Had inva~
fiably marked the British Government in Tridia,
 He senit the following orders to the Resident -4t
 Luckriow: In considering the measures to be
[ « adopted, it will occur to you, that fio proceed~
- ¢ ing can be miore calculated to conciliate all de-

t « geriptions and classes of people than a liberal at-
1o 'féﬁtiéri to the religious establishnients and cha-
| é pigable foundations of the coufitry. I accord-

}, ¢ ingly duthiorize you to take the necessary steps -

« for affording the people of ‘Oude the most ample

é gatisfaction on this subject ; and I desire: you

- < will futnish me with a statenient of such public
% gridowments of both the Hinddo and Mahio-

| & medan religion, as you may propose to confirm
\ ¢ orestend.” I
- Thiese instructions do inifinite credit to Marquis

" Wellesley'; and we have heard from private ac-
counts; that he displayed the same spirit of con=
cilidtion on' another occasion. e

" Mr. Buchanan is. Vice-

- | in Caleutta. He proposed as a thesis for public
; disputation, the superior excellence of  the Chris-

[i tian religion over that of Mahomed or the Shaster.
~} .The Mshoiedan and-Hindoo professors of the
o College waited wpon the Marquis, and répresented
“{ to hirhr the unfairness of such ‘a thesis. . His Lord-

| ship -instantly ordered ‘it to be abandoned, and .

| assured them the British Governmeiit would con-
i‘th’;‘ﬁé to’ pay the most ‘sacred regard to ‘the reli-
. v 3 ’ ) ‘

Provost of the CQﬂ-egé |
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gign ‘and the customs of every. description of
thgir subjects. - Mr. Buchanan in his ‘bo’(')-k‘pro-
poses that the destitute children of Mahomedans
‘and Hindoos should by compulsion embracs, ﬁhe
Christian religion. If his plan were adopted, and
if the ecclesiastical establishment which he and the
~Bishop of London- conceive -to be indiépehéably |
necessary for ‘India, were to be formed,i 'What
would be the conclusion of the people of India? No
"othe? than this; that if they could not be reasoned
out of the religion of their forc‘fathers,-,théy would
'bepompelled to-embrace Christianity. We:‘knowl
that we are incapable of resorting to compul$ioﬁ

"~ to effect such a purpose; but if the natives were to

~_S.ef.3 a number of clergymen spread over Indostan,
paid and encouraged by the British Go‘,vermhent,'
they would feel the most serious alarm. - A;Itho'ugh

- the regulations for the native troops on the Coast -

as to dress were not all carried into effect, they

* were publicly known. - One was, a material change

in the form of the turban; a second,.that the
Hx’nd’q‘os should not wear the red marks on their -
foreheads, nor ear-rings in their cars when on

4 duty—both distinguishing @naxfks of ‘their religion ;
-and a ‘bhgd{, that the beards should bé »_ﬁnaifor»r'r')ly
~gut. The native troops’in Vellg)re were Ied‘ ohfto*

mutiny, by being told that the next measure of

 the British Government would be, to order them

to become Christians. - It is well known, that the

-Portuguesg:.gn-_ th(_}_:“v 16th -,g_;eptg_zry, lost the territorial "'




: bppre‘sséd.' But if men paid by the British Go-
* verts to Christianity; our empire will be in more .
" danger than what it was from a French or a = .

‘will be p‘i'oduce‘d by 'the‘,' late mutiny at Vellore, -

| hen, ' ' ody of
. five thousand rhen, nor so numerous a body o

" whole were absorbed by our expenses: ..

at all upon the Company, their expenses at home
" have greatly increased,

14

dominion which they had acquired, by their zeal
for converting the natives to Ch,ri(s‘tiamty.,

Missionaries can do no mischief in India if they . -
are treated as formerly; neither  encouraged nor

vernment in India are encouraged to make con-

Mahratta war. A
‘We hope and believe that no further ill -effects

and that it will not be thought necessary to keep . . |
up so large an European force in India as twenty-

native troops. If, instead of a revenue of fifteen
Tions, , revenue of twenty-five millions,

illions, we had a
of What Gonses provided the ‘ thy

of what éonsequence would it be,
" Mr. Grant- has very fairly and candidly ‘st.ated
o which we must attribute the failure .

the causes t

of the calculation formed by Lord Melville in |
* 1793, At that period, with an Indian revenue of <

less than ten millions, we had a clear availa?alev.sgr-r
plus of one million. - From causes not depending

while from  the same
causes their sales have been diminished. The -
Coinpaﬁy does but participate in“t"he common ¢a~
lamity attendant upon a protracted war. The. na-
‘tional debt has been trebled sincg 1793, and there.

N TR R
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is no sale, though at a very reduced price, for a
considerable part of the produce of the West India
lands, o .

" For the state of our affairs in India the Di- -
rectors are in no degree responsible ; they have
displayed the most laudable anxiety to increase the
export trade from Great Britain to India; and they
have succeeded. They have encouraged and im-

. proved every branch of trade in India; but- the
-establishments necessary for the preservation of

India were not of their formation; the responsi-

bility rests with the Board of Commissioners, who ‘
 have avowed their sole responsibility.

Marquis Wellesley was selected for the gdirern- ‘

‘ment of India by Mr. Pitt.” In the great mea-

sures of his administration, the conquest of My-
sore, the Mahratta war, and the subsidiary treaties,
he acted from himself. . The result was this, that

-he acquired an additional revenue of five millions,

and contracted a debt of twenty millions sterling. '

‘No one will dispute this fact, that by the conquest

of Mysore, and the destruction of the powerful
ally of France, Tippoo Sultaun; Lord Wellesley -
gave additional security to the British empire in
India, ‘He was actuated by the same sense of

- public duty.in his éubse_quent‘pqlitiycal measures,

whatever differenee of opinion may exist as to the

“policy of those measuyes, namely, the Mahratta

war and the subsidiary treaties.  But if we con-
sider the East India Company as a temporary bedy,
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‘ have destroyed our most formidable enemy, and
the ally of Fl;éiﬁ‘ce; nor can we have any thing to
“dread from a Mahratta power in futare. -
- Much has .l_)éeil' said of the fallacy of Indian ac-
) ' counts, and of the complete failure of the pro-
mises hield out by Lord Melville in 1703. ‘We
affirm; that the accounts were minutely correct
in 1793, and that since that period the resources
~ of India have been g'reatly: increased. . On this
important head therefore there was no fallacy in
Lord Melville’s accounts: We do not accusé him
of fallacy on the other; and the material branch
of .the accounts, namely,” the use to which these
i - resources were to be applied ; but we say, -that
* herehe was grossly mistaken, because the expenses
of India have beyond calculation almost exceeded
his estimate of them. His calculations -ient on
 the idea of peace both in Europe and in India.-
Those who refér to his Speech in 17 93, will find thé
fact.to be as we have stated it « but we affirm, that
the Company cannot be charged with deception of
any kind, nor are they responsible for the failure
of Lord Melville's calculations in 1793, -~ =~ "
* Accustomed as we have been to an increase of
.| -our national debt, there ar¢ many who conceive a.
debt in India of thiity millions to be of little con-
- sequerice, because we ha‘Veia i'év‘er‘l‘ﬁe of more than
. fourteen millions. ° We -however- conceive if ‘an’
- &vil of a very alarming magﬁitg:de;“beéaU§e at's’
S per cent. the interest of a debt.of 30 milliops is
| . ¢

whose chartér is to expire in a -f;ew.fyears, Lord
|  Wellesley has not ,consult_edv‘ their. ;ptte.rests, 'be«'
_cause it was their interest to look to’-_;mmedlau:;
profit, without a view ‘to future ad:vantage, 1
W _ the same scale of expense which was guﬁicxent_fpr
;#f : 1‘7‘93' had - Conti_nu'ed to thi‘s day, .the F‘ompa{r}y
| would have been nearly free from debt 1n In.c~ ilall,‘
iﬁs»tead of owing there thirty millions.‘,sterhng.\ .
But' 'thd's.e Who kno’w' the constitu_t?gn Qf v:the_’CQm(-;
pahy,' know that they have no pohtxfzal power, afr;x .
if they had such'a power, they . m-lght use it _tﬁe ,
. temporary advantages, fcbough ,ultltnately to the
loss or dishonour of the British nation. . Such at
least was the argumehtA used in 1784, when the |
‘Legislatare conferred ."upon. a B:qard(.o_f ,,Co,m; o
missioners the complete .control . over ‘- every. part
of the Company’s affairs, except. thQ§e_ Wthh re-.
ated strictly to commerce. R
l-f'ltf(’?l(‘iﬁifgrea{ question, as applied to the British na~

tion, is this, Whether the extension of our exfn%lre
in India, and the acquisition of a revenue o yg:
millions sterling, is. of ‘advantage?.;or'tk;le‘n.a\'r.er‘se;al_.
In apecuniary point of view, the question 1s czs;..y
answered. 'The interest of the debt conﬁracte ;. m
this acquisition is 281,600,000 at 8 per cent.;
and if the addition to our expenses is 5£3,400,000,
" now that peace is restored on .the:whple‘cgnt{n@nt ‘
-of India, we arejust as we were as_toa surplus
“in 1708, and owing ‘twenty m11119ns ~.more,;th_,an
we did at that period.” ‘But on the che_r hanvd,,-,w{c‘,.

,VL‘___‘A__‘ —
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&£2,400,000, and we can raise no taxes in Indids

- We cannot increase our landed revenue; at least

not to any considerable amount, _anﬂd even t.hat
must be from the ceded or conquered countries.
The investment must bé kept up, or the manu~
factures would be lost in future. It is for His Ma-
jesty’s Ministers to determine whether the su_ljpl'us'
in India shall in future be three, two, or one mil«
lion. The Directors have no power,. because the
stre'ngthl of our Indian armies m‘ust‘ be gefﬂed by
the King’s India Ministers. If the army in Lord.
Cornwallis’s administration in 1704 would be- of

- sufficient strength to answer every purpose of peace

or war now, the surplus in India would be more
than three millions sterling, and less or more ac-
‘cording to what the "expenses of the army in India
shall be in future. But as far'as we can :)udg.e, it
seems to be the policy of the King’s Ministers ra-
ther to increase, than to diminish, the strength of

‘the army in India. If that be the poliqy,': he must

indeed be very ignorant or very sanguine, who

Jooks for the surplus of a single shilling : a¥1d ; it-“
' éppéafs to the writer that the alarm occasioned -

by the mutiny at Vellore has inducéc_.l His Ma-
jesty’s Ministers to make a great addition to the

- European force in India, and for which addition
Sir Georgé_ Barlow had not 'provided most- cer--
tainly in the estimate alluded to by Mr. Grant at

the India House. If such an increase of the Eu-

. : e ~ it is melan-~
ropean force in India were necessary, 1t s nciale

5

- eholy to reflect, that by our own folly we have

~made in the dress of the Sepoys, and that he

- our plan for compelling them to become Chris-

- means that he has taken to quiet the minds of the.

-the disproportion between the European and mative =~

‘troops was ‘as one to twenty, it will be of no con- |

- .sequence, while the Sepoy r-egiménts are fully ofe
ficered and ably commanded. * L

‘portance, that hé cannot avoid again recurring to

~ - it," because he is convinced, that though the regu-
lations as todress might have occasioned much

" murmuring, the blood of our countrymen would

- not have heen shed at Vellore, had not the native

~own judgment to that of others. But the use

‘19

created the necessity, at atime when our finances
“are so low in India, and when this country has so
many demands for men. It has been the fashion :
to lay the whole blame of the late mutiny on the |
Madras government and Sir John Craddock, It
isclear, however, that the Commander in Chief
was struck with the great change proposed to be :

asked whether such a change would not interfere
with their religious customs., He was -answered |
by old officers, that it would not, and yielded his

which Tippoo_Sultaun’s sons made of the t;'eguf
lations, was to represent them as preparatory to

tians. Itis incumbent therefore on the King’s
Ministers to support Sir George Barlow in the

natives on this subject ; and when that is done, if

The subject strikes the writer as of such im-

¢ 2
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troops been persuaded, that we should proceed te
compel them-to become Christians. - “
- In the newspaper of this day we read that Mr.
Buchanan the Vice- P1 ovost of the College in C‘ﬂ«
~cntta, has given two sums of five hundred_ pou_n_d‘sﬁ
each to ouf universities, for the best prose disser-
‘ tation on a subject l’ligh‘?y'délwerous to be agi:
~the pr aotmb;hty of conv er ung the na--
. tives of India to ‘the Christian rell gion, If vvhat has

aheqd) ‘happened does not- open ‘the éyes of His )
Majesty’s Ministers, if they do mot- feel the ne-
cessity of disavowing their partlmpatlon in the vi- -

sionary schemes of M Buchan,m, our empue in
Iidia is not woith a.year’s purchase.

+ We know that those wno are most zealous for

the conversion of the mtwes ofmcha to Christia~
nity would be 1ncapdhle of ‘resorting to fire and the

sword, as the Portugueze did in the sixteenth cen- -
tury, to attain their obJect But will it be pos-

sible to convince the natlves of Indxa, that 1f the
Government 1ntex feres on this subject, it wﬂl not
ultimately have recourse to compulsion 2 Suppose
for one moment that the Ministers were to adopt
the opinion of the Blshop of London and M.
Buchanan, as to the mdxspensable necessxty of an
ecclesmahcal estabhshment for India, to consist of
an Archbnsho% three Bxdhopo “and a régiment -of

inferior clergy spre ead over Indostan-—we say - no\-i
thmg of the expense, though that would amount

to two hundred thousand pounds ayear : at the least

B Sy R
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the Archbishop must be next in rank to the Go-
vernor General, with a salary double to that of
his Grace of Canterbury ; the anhops could not
have less than &£15,000 a year each, and the infe-
tior clergy could not be expected to leave England
at a less salary than s£1000 a year. ' .
The natives of India are already a cw;hzed
people they were so, as Mr. Burke truly said,

while we were yet in the woods ; they reason well ;

they have seen the progressive increase of our
army since 1765, and they sce that we now pos-

.- sess all that is worth having in Indostan. But"hi-

therto they have remarked that we have not only
left to them the free exercise of their xehglon, but
with a wise and liberal policy we have continued,

“and in many instances extended, their rehglous
foundations, whether Mahomedan or of the Hin-

doos.* Our officers acquire their language, and

‘respect their local and xehglous customs. The ‘

gentlemen of the uvﬂ service; who are ernp]oyed

‘in the judicial or revenue branches, must be com-
plete masters of the Persian and Hmdostan lan-
Y guaue and thoroughly acquamted with the Hindoo -
‘and Mahomedan code of laws. What would their’

serisations be; if Mr. Buchanan’s plan were adopt- .
ed? They would see Princes in our church ‘rank-
ing riext to the Governor Genera] and a body of

clergymen spread over India, for the declared pur- |
pose of converting fifty millions of people to the -

‘Christian rehglon. Mr., Buchanan s book is most -
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probably translated by fhis time into the_lariguages
-of vIndia, and in that book the object which he

has in view is fairly avowed. He would commence

by . compelling .the destitute *children of Maho-

medans and Hindoos to become Christians. The

people of India would conclude that we were de~

termined to carry their conversion by compulsion,

~ if we could not suceeed by other means. -
. It is necessary therefore that the King’s Mx-
; nisfers should in- their own -name: repeat t-h\eA as:-
~ surances so often givgn by Lord Wellesley and his
, ,'prédéc_ess.{)rs, and repéated latterly by Sir Gsorge

~B£ir10iir, that we should continue to pay -the most

-sacred regard to their religious opinions and to
Jocal customs, and that they should disavow all

. participation in the visionary and ..im‘pra,cti(';able ;
~ plan of converting them to Christianity. - The

:Missionaries now in India, or those who may go
:1hither~i_n; future, should be treated by our Govern- -

ment as they formerly were by the native princes.

In that case they may be as zealous as possible

. without tloing mischief. . Mr. Buchanan says, that

‘the Four Gospels have been translated, -and libe-

' .rally distributed. If that was done at the expense

of the Bible Society of England, or of the other
Afeligious societics in Europe, the measure was

Jaudable ; but if at,the'expen_sg of the Company,
and frb‘m‘ their pr,‘e,ss,v it was most ;'_il.npoliticf_ ~an,d» ‘A
‘made use of, no doubt, by the ‘sons of: Tippoo-
Sultaun to excite the Sepoys to mutiny. Thetrue
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line for the British Government 1o purste i3 ob-
vious: let Missionaries make as many converts as

they can, but give them no- suppott on the one

hand, nor discouragement on ' the ‘other;. The

human mind is easily misled, when a favourite ob-
Ject isin pursuit. Mr. Buchanan publishes in his-

book a letter written by George the First to a
German Missionary in India, and also a letter

from Dr. Wake, then Archbishop of Canterbury,”
In both letters the piety and zeal of the Missionary
are warmly and justly commended : but in truthy

these letters are as inapplicable to the present time;
as to the days of Adam. The German Missionary
resided in the dominions of a native prince, and

we had then’ neither power nor territory in India. -

'That prince permitted the German to preach  the

Gospel, and George the First was pleased with his -

success. - Let us copy the example of the . native
princes, in allowing "the Missionaries ‘of this day

;tqpreaCh\ the Gospel also, but- there let ‘us stop,’
- unless wé wish . to sacrifice the lives of our coun-'
_ trymen, and to lose our empire in India. " Mr,

pany,’ k

Buchanan has been liberally paid by the Com
~or he "could not have ‘spared ‘& thousand * pounds:

for two prose dissertations on speculative and very:
dangerous subjects. The contradiction, to be surey

is_ wonderful. * Marquis' Wellésley, with a laud.

"abl'e ari»xi_ety to- conciliate our new subjects in
Oude, proposesto increase, and. even to extend,
the religious establishments in that country: . Mr.
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‘Buchanan, who receives his- pay from the Com:
pany, publlshes a book; in which he asser ts that
it-is wvery practicable to convert the natives to
Christianity, and he gives a thousancl pounds of
the money which he has received from the Coms
pany, to establlsh hlS own opmmns i our Uni~

versities.

~ Let us hope therefore that measures will be'
taken to convince the natives of India, that the
British- Government is as anxious at, this moment;

as it has ever been, to preserve to them the free
exercise of their rellglon, ‘and to regard their local )

habits of every kind. Whien their apprehensxons
are removed, we need not be ‘alarmed at any dis-
- propottion of numbers between the Britisk and the
" pative troops.

‘portance; that we should' reduce -our EurOpean
" force as low as possible, consistently with the secu-.

'rlty of ‘our empire. Let it be recollected, that,

( with six. battalions of Sepoys, and with less. than &
thxrd of the. number of officers now attached to a

battalion, Gener al ‘Goddard marched across’ the
continent - of Indostan . from .Calpy to ‘Guzzérat,
and defeated Mada_]ee Scmd1a Let the gallantry
- of our native troops. in the campaigns of Sir Eyre
‘V Coote, Lord: Cornwallis, and in thie late wars with

_ TleOO Sultaun and the Mahrittas, be considered 5 -
Tet us remembex with what readiness seveml bat-:

talions embarked on the expedition to Egypts and

‘then we shall. be convmced that whxle they are’

In every point of view it is of im- -

-

i

k sunerlor to either.
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Vvell pald ably commanded as they ever have been, :
and every attention pa1d to their rehglous ha-
bits and local custorns, we may place the stmctest
eonﬁdehce on thexr personal attachment to us.‘
Mahomedan and the Hmcloo yet we mix
Mahomedans and’ Hmdoos in our Sepoy batta-
liotis? thie i méen agree together pet fectly well. The "
Chrlstlan rehgion is as different; as we thmk it 1S
No Jealousy was ever. enter—
’tamed exther by . Mahomedan or Hindoo prmces
because Mlssmmnes were settled in ‘theii countnes, '
who now and then converted one of then' sub_]ects |
to Chrlshamty No Jealousy wxll now be enter-
tamed of their havmg simildr success, whlle the
British Govérnment which stands i’ posses-
sion of the power formerly enj oyed by the native
prmces, is contented merely with followmg thetr

} example biit if it goes fulther, Indxa is lost to

Great Bntam“

- Of thls 1mpoxtant truth we never have c/_n'-‘ .
versed with a smgle gentleman who has served in

“lndla that entertams the $mallest doxibt. A
Two pamphlets hidve lately been pubhshed on' .

the tmpohcv of dn extlusive trade to Indla. We
are not now to’ consider whether 1t was pohtlc or

: not to grant an exclusxve trade to afCompany as

far baclc even as the reign of Queen Anne But .
we ' presume ‘these gentlemen will ‘admit, that if
there had been no East Indla Company, so far
bf EE . D
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from our possessing an extensive empire in Indxa

‘

We should not have had a factory there. I‘hc

questlon when the Charter expires will’ be this:

- VVhether the British nation will ‘most consult its

- own 1nterest by grantmg to the Crown an immense
:, empxre in Indxa, and by throwmg the trade open,

or by renewing the Charter ? Whether, reasoning -

'j from general principles as these writers do, follow-
¢ 1 ing the example of Doztor Adam Smith, they are
rlght as applied to a 31tuat10n unexampled in an-

‘cient or modern hxstory, is a material consi-
deratlon We think that very great danger to our

. constltutxon, and ruin to individuals, would be the

 consequence of abolishing - the East Indld Com-l

pany ; but we leave the detail to abler heads than
4ours The reflections which these writers have
'cast upon the Dlrectors are in the “highest degree
) 1111beral and unJust They say that, since 1793,
the Dlrectors have so -grossly mlsmanaged their
affairs as to be loaded with debt, and 1nvolved in
‘the greatest difficulties both at home and abroad.
Adm;ttmg the distress, we ask them to prove the
\_delmquency of the Court of Dlrectors Have they_
neglected to push the expoxt trade whxch is of_ sg
-much tmportance to England to its utmost pos-
sible extent? The great increase of theu exports
will prove that they have not Wlll any man say,.
that, rather than borrow money, they ou@ht to
have stopped their home _investments, because,
g from une\pected events thelr sales decr eased and
' _Bengal goods fell m V'alueP Ale these wuters
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‘aware of the fatal consequences that must have
followed in India if the mvestments had been dis-

continued for a single year? Did ‘they present
false accounts to Parliament in 1793> Will any

‘man say that at that time, after defraymg our ex-

penses of every kind, including the interest of the
debt of ten millions, there was not a clear avail-

able surplus of one million sterling? What was

the probability then ? It was this, that in fature

years the surplus would increase. Who supposed
in'1708 that the war in Europe wonld have con- -

tlnued for- fourteen years, with ‘a sh01t armed

truce, as we . may call it, for fourteen months? :
.Were not the calcnlatlons of Lord: Melv1lle, in

1793 all made upon the idea Qf a continued

peace ? Without any reference at all to India, have - |
not the expenses ¢ of the Company in England been
crreatly mcreased and their sales dxmlmshecl solely

n consequence of the war in Europe ?
With- respcct to the transactions in Indna, those

who have studled the subject must know, that- |
ever since the year 1784, the pohtlcal power
and the responmb:hty rest with the Board of Com- -

‘missioners for the affairs of India, - ThlS responsi-
bility Lord Mel\«llle has again and . agam avowed.

Those wha choose to investigate the subJ ect will dis-
cover, that the increase of the debt in India, since
17 ()3 has been owmg to the followmg causes :

1st, To the ; great addltlon made to the number_

of our t100ps.
D2
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_ as,

2dly, To the . extra, expense of the’ war Wxth
Tlppoo Sultaun, and afterwards thh the Mah-

rattas .
| 8d1y9 To the services ordered by HlS Ma_]est) s

Ministers, for Wthh the Company has aheadp
been repald three mllhons sterhng in England )

4thly, To. an morease in the cwxl charges of the'
‘East India Co: npany, unauthouzed by the Court

of Drrectors ,
" If the: army is now unnecessanly numerous, as

‘we thmk 1t is, where does the responmbxhty 1est ’

'Wxth the ‘Board of Commzsmoners The wa1

'thh "Tippoo Sultaun, Wthh all - partres concewe

was both pOIlth and just, was the act of Lord
Wellesley ; 50 was the Mahratta war on ‘the j jus-

| tlce and pohcy of whlch the eis a dlﬁ'uence of

opmlon " Itisas contlary to fact, as it is absmd
and " illiberal, to’ impute 'the embarrassments in

India to the Coutt of Dlrectoxs Suppose the

Charter were ‘to explre to-morrow, and India trans-

, ferred to the Crown we should be glad these gen-
: tlernen would pomt out what pohflcal power the

‘ ‘Crown would have, bevond what it possesses at the
»present moment. -

possess great pohtlcal powex It was then the fa-i |

sh:on to speak of the absurdxty of twenty foux

\ "_‘merchan‘ts and captams of- Indlamen bemg left to
manage the aﬂ?'anrs of a mlghty emplre, although‘
under their management and by the bravery and;
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 abilities of their ciyil and mlhtary servants actmg '

under their- arders, that empire had been acquired,
and considerably augmented during the calamxtous -
period - of the American war.  Much was said of

the want of vigour and ablhtles of the Directors, |

of the extravagance of their servants, of their com-

mencing unjust and unnecessary wars, and of the
oppression under which the natives laboured. To
remedy these imaginary evils, the political power

“and the power.of the sward were transferred from

the Company to. the Crown. “An abst: act propo-
sition was voted in Parhament that it was contlary
to the honour, the policy, and' the wish of the

‘Butxsh nation to extend her empire in India. I¢ -

was affirmed- at-the same time, that the civil and .
military establishments of the Company were to be
put upon a more economical footing ; and now
let.us’ see what was done under the authorxty of

the Crown - The expense of the civil establish: :

ment was gr eatlymcreased the peace establishment -
of the’army, fixed in 1785, was nearly double the _
amount of the peace - estabhshment of ! 1776 5 h S

: Bntlsh emplre in Indla has been extended by the '

sovereignty of the Carnatxc, the Northern Circars, "
and a cons1derab1e part of Oude, being transfer red

to the Company ; the ﬂounshmg kingdom of My-
sore, and the provmce of Cuttack, became _ours
by conquest, the Nizam of the Deccan surren-’

'dered a part of his dominions in commutation for
2 subsxdy for our tmOps employed to’ defend hts :

e ———
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couritry ; the Rajah of Tanjore did the same ;  we
have a. subswhary treaty with - the Peshwa of the .
Mah:atta empire : so. that, in fact, \Vltb the ex- :

ception - of. Sindia, _IIolkai‘,_ and the Rajah of Be-~ |

rar, we_ are -the sovereign of. Inddstai’_l. . What -
“does this prove? Either that the charge of un- -
boundcd ‘ambition, and- an eager desire to extend .

the Brmsh -empire in- India, was a groundlegs'r‘

strongly condemned in 1784.

r‘charge when preferred against the Directors and . |
their servants, or that the King’s Ministers have -
acted upon . the very prmmples whlch they so ¢

We wauld advise gentlemen who write in future :

upon _the impolicy of an exclusive trade to India, R
to spclcly'_ the politieal constitution of the Company -

as_established by law, before they censure the -

Court of Directors for acts which, if they -merit
eensure at all, are the acts of the Board of Com--
missioners, or of those actmg under - their autho-- :

rlty

Mx. Gr'mt the Deputy Chanman, has been
‘molently cenmrcd in the Morning Chronicle for *
his late speech in the General Court. That gen-
t]eman we think, from our . personal knowledge of -
hlm, is mcapable of asserting what.he does not:
believe to be true, or of delivering his sentiments -
ona S\leeCt which he does not understand. " But -
when hc said . that in 1807-8 there: would be a sur=

plm of one million, he quoted Sir George Batlow §

le tu as lns authc,ru)

31

Mx', Grant most traly stated,’ that rheasures

"'fadoptz.d in India without the authonty of the Di-

rectors *had increased the debt to-so alarming a
helght and left ‘them with a' deficit instead of a
surplus. - The fact. cannot be disputed. ;.Smce
1708 a debf of twenty millions was contracted in
India. Mr. Grant also very truly stated the causes
of the Company’s embarrassments in England—
increased expenses and diminished sales, both oc-
casioned by the long war in Europe. . :

Mr. Grant by no means disputes. the accuracy

~of Sir Philip Francis’s statement, but -he’ very

c]earl) exculpates his own Coart from the censures

(not of Sir Philip Francis, who reasons candidly
‘and fairly) of the two writers on the 1mpohcy of

an exclusive trade to India. -

Su Philip Francis was a member of the Supreme
Councxl from 1774 ‘to 1780.- Our annual reve- -

nues were trifling in those days on a companson
.with - what they are at present : yet the Bengal
treasury was full; there was no debt in India; ~and

very large mvestments were sent to Enorland as
well as: pecuwary supplies to Madxds, Bombav,'

and Chma. What was it that first interrupted this

_prosperity ? - War. - Theﬂ‘wax_‘ with France, which
brought on a Mahratta war, and afterwards an in~

vasion of the Camdtlc by Hydex Ally Cawn.". Our

mxlxtaz estdbhshment was’ ‘necessaril mcreascd
¥

and we concluded that war with ‘honour and with

o profit also,, _for the inter st _of t-hekdeb,t contxac.ted :

-
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Wwas riot equial to the additional feventied thtained
durmg the war;  Sir Philip Franms ‘knows per:

fettly well, that 1f on thé return of peace. throughi-
out India, our army had beéh feduced to the peace

§ establishment of 1774, thefe would have been a
very ¢ considerable sarplifs in India for the purchasé
. of investments and the gradual hquidatron of -the
0 debt contraeted durmg the war:
. that no blame can be 1mputed to the Directors for
~their not reverting to the peace estabhshment of

'He knows slso

1774 ‘because the whole power was transferred to
the Board of Control by Mr. Pitt’s Bill of 1784

and the reqpons1b1hty of the Du'ectors was at an

end.
‘ The army:in Indla wis put upon a new and an
increased estabhshment ~From- that day to this

it has gone on mcreasmg, until the expense of it
~in war more thari absorbs the 1esouxces of Indla,
' great as they are. . S
In-1774, the wholé revenues of Indxa did not
‘amount to seveti millions sterling ; yet in 1776
while Sir Phxhp Francis was a miember of the Ben-n '
- gal Government there was 16 debt in India, and

above a rmlhon stexlmg in the treasury. Now we
have a revenue of fourteen millions three hundred

.’thousand pounds ; yet it was estlmated that in

1805-6 our expenses in India wou]d be more; - by

two millions and a half, than oiir recéipts, that is;
~ they would be neaxly seventeen millions sterhng
The wrxter concelves that the estimate of 1805 6

[ B -
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was a war estxmate ‘and that the expenses of ouy
armies in India in a war, and more partlcu]ar]y in
a Mahratta war, are treble what they are in peace; -

and he is confir med in this idea from the expect- - -

ations- held out by Sir George Barlow, -that.in -

1807-8 there will be a surplus of .one million - -

ste’rling' "To create such a surplus, the expenses
of 1807-8 must be s£3, 635,957 less than the ,'
estimated expenses of 1805-6. If quch a saving -
were made merely by the return of peace, how
much further might not that saving be carrled, if

~a reduction were to take place in the numbers of |

our army ? . This’ may be made, as applied to na-
tive troc»ps Wxthout any real dlmmutlon of oup
strength We bclxeve there - are now in. India

) qrxtv-sxx reglments or one hundred and twenty

battalions, - of beprQ, each zegnnent consmtmg of
two bdttﬂhﬂh% If the number of men in each
battalion were rednced one third; the saving. would,

* be very great ; 'md we know that in three days

should a neeessaty anse we could at any time .in~
cFeyse the . numbcr to a wm estabhshment - We

- pay. np bounty-money in- Indm for native xecrults‘

‘and such_ is the attention pzud to the dxsmplme of

~our, Sepo;.s that they would bc, fit fox serv1ce ina ;

very, short time. - .. B a2

Qu our Bengal frontler we have most undoubt- ,,
edIy 4cqu1red very great additional securlty by the
~cession of the Douab, Rohnlcrmd Corah, and Al-.
bhabad tp the Company, in commutatvon of the; .

S T T e e e e s v e



V34 ‘

: petmmary submd_;, heretofore pa\d by the Nabob of |

.Oude. :The cession of Cuttack; by which ouy
pOasessxons in Bengal are Jomed to the Northern
Circars, was a most valuable acqmsxtxon "To thig
we have added the Carnatic, Tanjore, and the
‘whole of Tlppoo Sultaun’ s dominion. The Nizam
and the Peshwa are in strict alliance w1th us: the

former has "ceded to us dxstrlcts producing séven

~hundred thousand pounds a year, m payment of:
troops thdt protect his remammg dominions ; a nd:

we recelve a submdy in money from the Peshv»aA
annmlly, in return for which a hody of our tr00ps .

- is stationed in his domxmons - With so immense
~ @n empire as we now pOSDess in India, and to com-
ply with our engzgements to the Peshwa, ‘the Ni-

. zam, and the Nabob of Oude, it is undoubtedly

necessary to keep’ up a very large ‘military force
- in India. “Ten thousand’ Furopean artlllery ca-
valry, and mf'mtry, sixteen regiments of native ca-
- valry, and one hundred and twent) -S1X battdhons of
Sepoys of 500 men in- each battalion,’ which at
the shortest notice rmght be mcreased to double
~ that number, wou}d be a most respectable force;
o ard if peace contmues, : vhlch we have every rea-

... son to believe it wdl tbe writer is conﬁdent that, -

: even with  so large a military. estabhshment, thexe
" would be an annual surplus of ‘at least ‘three mll-
_ lions s erlmg Powerful as France 1s in Europe,
. what can she do against us in India? In what part

Tef Indm, from the Coast of Coroma’ndel to the.« -

- dess than the pnme
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Bay of Bongal cou]d she land ten thousand men &
" What would be the ¢ expense of such an armament,
when she ‘must send bullion to pay her troops, and
provxwtons il transports to feed - them? From
France we have nothing “to dtead in Indla 5
and . there is’ no native power ‘that can oppose
iis thh ‘the least prospect of Success. “Under
these. cncutnstances, therefore, it is for the ng s
India Mxmster to counsider how far the army in
India can be reduced As to the Dxrectors, they
have no more power . than the writer of these -
sheets. . . They may, it i is true, ‘otiginate a dxspatch
to the Goveriirient of Bengal; but if the President”
of the Board of Commissioners should diffef from

. them in opinion, their dlspatch will be waste paper;

and the same itpon every sub_]ect relatlve to India - |
.-Abat i$ hot purely commercial. - R
. We have just read some observ'ttxons on Mr.
(" rafit’s speech, writtén, as we suppose; by a fnend
of Marquis Wellesley, in'which Mr. Grant is ace
| €used of absurdity, for expressing a wish that the
Company had i annual - surplus to. employ in thev
“purchase of an investment, at a time when' they :
have seven millions i in goods in their warehouses |

, for whxch there is no unmed;ate sale. LordWelles-

ley hxmself knows too much of Indla to approve :
of so absurd an . ‘attack on the Dxreetors -The .
Company cannot with safety relmqmsh thexr ina
vestments, though_ fora- txmq they may sell for

‘_.st, -or although they should -
B2
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-there was. a deficit,
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. be obhged to purchdse their investments mth borf=
rowed money Mr. Grant stated a fact;” which
. everyman who understandb any thing of India affairs

must know to be true, that by the acts of Mdrqms
Wellesley the debt of the Company had been in-
creased in Bengal and that, instead of a surplus,
Whether these acts were
right or. wrong, is another question. =~ Mr. Grant

'merdy spoke to the causes of the present embar-

rassments of \the East. India Company. Theqe
causes' are, obvious to every man of common un:
derstandmg ‘increased - .expenses . and diminished
sales at home, both the conaequence of the war m.
Lurope increase of debt and of expenses in Indla,

both resultmg from war ;. and the . increase - _of

mllltax 'y establishments. But it does - not -follow

~ that Lord Wellesley is to blame ;- .an the eontrar),i,
as we are convinced 'he never. acted from corrupt

or from personal motwes, the ntmost that  can
posmbly be said against him is this, that- hlS Judcr-

‘Thent was erroneous. - - Mr. ,Grant does not - go

Jeven thus far. It remains to be proved that hi¢
‘has - been wrong,
‘the head of the Board of . Commxss:oners, we -be-
lieve -he would. form. such an. e%t‘ibhshment for

India as'should pay the interest-of thL debt . con<
txacted during his adrmmstxatron, and, after de« '
frayiug all other expenses, leave a- suxplus of three -

mllhons.‘ But if he even did thxs, it would not
ot all weaken Mr“ Grant’s argument

5

If Marquis Wellesley were at

“The fact ag

BRIATE

W SHER

S

3/

to Marqms Wellcslev is perfcctly cledr. . He has
added” five millions a }e}u to the revénues of the
East Indna Company ; he has mcreased thexr ucbt
fxom ten to thlrty millions qtexhng, he has not
left a power mInd:a from which we can have any ra-
tional dread in future ‘and he has totally destroyed
that powe: which v was in close alliance with bxance.
But the advantages whxch, if properly used, are
to result from his acts, can scarcdy be felt, to any
extent at least durmg the short period that re-
mains of the Company 5 Clnrter. They will never
be felt' if so great a’ revenue as fourteen mxlhonb
three hundred thousand pounda a year is to ‘be |

‘ cxpended in the support of our Indla estabhsh-v

mcnts dnd m pd}nw' the mterest Of the debt ot
Iucha ! L \

In this opmlon we .are convmced Su‘ Phxhp

Fumms w:l] agxee with s, If the revenues of

India do not’ exceed the expenses of Incha, of

hdt ddVantatre is India to Gleat Butam’ How
can we say 1t ls the bnghtcst )ewel in the Bntlsh
Crown> h : R : .
Many peraons are of opmlon that 1t would be a
fortunate cucumstance for’ Great Bntam if our
W ent Indld. lblands were ceded to Amenca : these

islands are a gr'u,e for Bntxxh tmops and an enor- ,
mous expeme to E:wl.md Iundia, ‘on th(, Lon-»

trary, has been a source of great wea]th to’ the
mother«.ountry '

in Iudia, smce the )ear 1784 has most undoubt-

The extcnswn of our empxre_

A
“‘f‘,.g;" é o
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K mouths in t;he service, - i
bat he was @ madrmn on the subﬁ(t ‘of India.
Sn Phlhp Frdnms possuses both talents and m~

3&

edly ploduced temporary evﬂs, becatfse the addl-

‘txonal resources a(,qmred by that extensron have ,

not- been equal to the addxtnonal expenscs A
pr 1vate)géntleman of a—é’ 1000 a year, who spends
but £800, is a I'lCh man one. of £ 5009 who
Spends six, is. poox‘ So 1t is thh the Company
she was neh when, w;th a 1evenue of less than
seven mxlhons, in 177 0, she had a mﬂhon surp\us
aud above a mxlhon in the tredsury of Bengal

She may be rich agam 1f w1th a revenue of | four-

| teen mllhons three hundred thousand pounds, she

can 1cduce her ammal _expenses int Indla to nme

In (hseossmg pohtxcai questlons a. certam degree

“of chuamta.nce with the subject is supposed to be

I'qullalte ‘but men have written on the past.. and

present sta e of Indxa who really were 1gnorant of. ,
‘ the eonsututlon of the Fast Incha Company - So
: gxeat a statesm'm ds Mr hox once proposed a phﬂ

for. the better goxernment of Indza, and; in_his

openmg speecl betra} ed an 1gnorance whlch wouhf ' 7
- h ave been e\posed by an Enswn who had been six -

Mr Burke lnd *ndustry

dustx} He was a member ot the Supxeme Coun-

cil hom 1774 to 1780 he was deeply xmpressed |
: w:th the \nsdom ot the mstmctlons whtch he
| cax ned ou" ﬁ om the Court of Dlrectors, that the |

safetv and prospenty of Benfral were. to be the ﬁxst -

-

. the British empire in- India.

30 o
objects of the- Bengal Government. - This was
- also the opinion of Mr. Hastings ; ;-and where they
dlﬂ’ered was, whether that" safety was best - to be

'secured, -by counteracting the views of Brance by
opposing her in the first instance, .

From 1784 to 1801, a period of sixteen years,

Lord Melville was the India Minister, appointed
by law, under Mr. Pitt’s Bill.
that he wanted appheatlon

- Hjs Lordsh;p had been Chulrmen of a Secxet
Comlmttee and ' in that charactex he condemned

No man mll say

i the strongest .terms every dttempt to -extend

. the gxeftt expenses of the. ar my in Incha, and of

the civil establishments. - P P N S
With these sentxments Loxd Melvﬂle com.
menced his admmxstmtlon in ]/84 - The. funda-

‘ mentdl prmuple of it, as proposed by hlmself and

voted - by -the House: of Commons, was, . _that’ to

- He sa:d much of

e}\tend the British empire in’ -India was conttar) to -

the honour, the policy, and’ the interest .of .the
Bntlsh nation.”; But the. fact ds, ; ‘that since rthe‘
}ear 1784, ‘the empire. of - Great - Brxtam 1m- Incha_

“has been. -gieatly extended, and its 1nﬁu°noe ex-

tends cover all.Indostan. - As we are of no party,
we may be allowed to state the truth.

* "mained in- profound peace-from, 1 /84 to-1790,
~when Tippoo Sultaun attacked our ally the Rajsh

- of Travancore.

Lord Cornwa]hs remonstrated

'and 1eoewmg no Qathfdctlon he commenced hos-‘

Indla re-:
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txhtxu aqamst ij')oo Sqltann In two campaigns -
the war ended by a sacrifice on the part of Tippoo - -

Sultaun of one half of his dommlom, and of one

half of his’ treasures, which were e divided among_!
the Company, (mtl her d]lleb the thhlatta%, and

he I\x;’am.

‘In 1799, m Lom VVellesley% ddmxmstratxon,
-Tlppoo Sultaun was ‘again the aggressor, and we

heard of the capture of- Suxngapatam, and of his
death, within a few months after we were in-
formea of the commencuncnt of the war, ”

" Whether  the abstract, proposxtlon moxed by‘
Lord Melville, and camcd in the House of Com-

mons, can apply to this case, any man of common
'~,underqtandmg can determine.  What was Lord

?Me}vxlle to do? He was not the author either of
the ﬁrst or the second - war thh Tlppoo Sultqun.
'Was he, under the spirit of' the reso]utton moved

Ay himself, to send orders. to, Indla for restoring
" to the sons.of “Tippoo Sultaun the dominions ' of
their father ? The ideais too qbsmd “The father

had been in’ close | alhanoe with France, and ‘the
conquest of Mysore was of the utmost 1mportam,e

“In 1801 Lord Melvxlle resxgned ‘and it was subse- .
quent to his resignation that ‘the! subsidiar y- trea- k

ties were formed and the Mahratta war was com-‘

: menced and eoncluded “Whether those measures.
were rtght or wrong, it is clear that Lord Mek: t

v:He had 1o concern or responsxblhty in them. -

“In. conn adiction” to hxs own opmlon of the un-.kr.,
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“necessary expense of the civil and ‘military esta-

blishments prior to 1784, the fact is certam, that

‘ durmg his administration he mcreased con31derably

both the one and the other He sent three Bri-
tish’ regiments to India i in 1787, in a perlod of
profound peace, against the strong remonstrances

- of the Court of Directors, who applied to Parlia-

ment on the occasion, "though in vain. He after-
wards increased His Majesty s force -in Indla,
which bxought forward an apphcatxon from the -
Company’s officers for an equallty of rank with the

- King’s army in India. - This apphcatxon, 'founded ‘
in justice, was propexly attended to, though at a
most enormous additional expense. Forrnerly a

battalion of Sepoys was commanded by an ofﬁcer
with the rank of captaln on]y, with a subaltern at
the head of each company ; but when the service

. was new-modelled the battahons were converted'
‘into regiments of two battalions’ each. Every

regiment had a colonel two heutenant—colonels,*

.two majors, and a - certain number of captams, o

lxeutenants, and en31gns, in order that promotton

‘and rank m:ght be on a par thh the 1ank and pro- :
_motion in.the Klng s regunents. We do not men-

tion this change as bemg in any degree wrong,‘

“but as increasing, wh1ch it certamly did, the ex-
_penses in India in peace, and very conslderably m-_ .
deed i mcreasmg them in war. '

When Lord Chve gamed the battle of Plassy in
i _
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g ~]757, he was a 11eutenant-colonel ~with only one. . nual investment with borrowed money, which was
"J " major in his army, no other field officer. "~ : undoubtedly trading to a loss ? Before a man be
g;l _ : Sir Hector Monro, in 1764, when he gained the - i competent to answer this questlon, he ought to
hi - battle of Buxar, was a major, and he had but one | " know the nature of the Company’s investment,
fIJ - field oﬂicer in his army. o { . that it is not made by the purchase of goods in
. 1‘ ~ But when our standing army in Indla after 1784, a market but by money ‘advanced from time to
L{i in peace, wascomposed of ngs and Company’s % time at the -aurungs, ‘which in fact returns again
il troops, it became absolutely necessar y to put them ' 3 - to the public treasury. If the present War.
E‘ on a similar estabhshment as to rank. 1 should continue fourteen years longer, or to the
él For all these changes, Wthh have SO mcreased . «3 end of the Company s charter, and if -we should |
\Eg the expenses of India, men who have not consi- ‘ . "~ be exciuded as we now are, from the continent
;’i! ~"dered the subject like the two writers on the ex- i yf L of Earope, probably it would be better for the
{” ‘ clusive "comrmerce of the East Indxa Company, - . Company to sell their mvestment in Bengal to the
’q ‘blame the Court of Dlrectors who in fact were | . Amermans. ’
}| ' ‘deprived both of power and resp01181b111ty by the = 1] - The war has preC\sely the same eff‘ect on the
')L . Acts of 1784 and 1 790’ except in pomts purely IR sale of West India as upon Fast Indla pxoduce.a
,?e _ - commercnal ‘ , T - Why should the Company be smgled out as a de-
'~ With a view of rendermg the Company unpo-~ {/ , linquent, when in fact she suffers from a calamlty -

which equally affects all pubhc bodies and 1nd1v1-~

duals of every rank ? . o
" From what has been stated as the constltutlon _.

of the East Indla Company since 1784, it must

pular, it has been invidiously and unj justly remark-
ed, that the people of . England are forced to pay
‘the d1v1dends of the propnetors, though the dis- _

&

|

i

.; ; 'tresses of the Company have been occasioned by b

; the mxsmanagement ofthe Court of Dxrectors. R : “be clear to every 1mpart1al reader, that the Court

EF -,: ‘We trust that we have fully proved the mJus-; B  of Directors are not in any degree responslble for

4 f'tlce of such a charge ‘In one point, and inone q ‘ the public d1sapp01ntment and that the cause of

“only, can a difference of oplmon arise as to the [ _that disappointment is most evident ; not a failure

A . conduct 'of the Directors, and it is on this, whe- N : ? ,m the annual revenues of I“dla, which in fact:
V ther, when the Company could not sell their Ben- - - _have been progresswely 1ncreasmg since 1784, ‘but ‘

: gal goods, they ought to have purchased an an- ‘ - - the mcreased expenses‘ of India, which in 1805-6 :

|
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amounted by estimate to nearly the enormous sumy

of seventeen milliofis sterling.
We have ‘proved that the power of regufatmg

the expenses of India, or the amount of the mi- -
itary force necessary ‘to preserve it, did not de-

pend upon the Court of Directors.
'Measures necessary for securing the permanence

of the British empire in India, and future advan-

tages, mxght be hlghly preJuchcxaI to the imme-~
diate interests of the East India Company ; and

- the’ case has actually happened With all the
'economy that can be practised now, no one will.

say, that, while the present charter continues, the
Company can benefit by the addition of five mil-

lions to the resources of Indla, when it is consi-
dered that the debt of India is twenty mllhons;

hxgher than it was previous to that acquisition.

" If the Court of Directors were the governmg'
power, it ‘might with” gredt justice be said, that

they had lost a substance by grasping at a shadow;

but they were not the governing power s the law
even compelled them - to sign orders which they :

dlsapproved ‘and in many cases it has happened
that they did sign such orders. | '

‘The King’s India Ministers were to Iook be-
yond the period of the Company’s charter'; to con-
sider how India could be best held and governed

for the honour and advantage of this natlon, and
~the welfare' of the natwes of that country To

. at home are much more embarrassed than they

- calculation, and a dlmlnutlon of the Companys

RIS A T e I RS R L T A A SRR
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these Ministers was therefore given the- power of
forming the civil and military establishments, of -

~ disposing ‘of the revenues, and of sending such:

orders and instructions to ‘the respective govern~

- ments abroad, as they might think proper. The -
~ Directors, it is true, were the channel through

which the orders were sent; they wrote the let-
ters, but the Board of Commissionérs ‘approved

- or altered, or totally changed every paragraph, as

they thought : proper. Such has . been the law.

since 1784. ’ ' P ’
1t has been said of Lord Mer1lle that no one

of his predictions as to India has been verified ; 3

y

. that " of the annual half million which was to be

paid by the Company to the British nation since

11793, only one year’s payment has been made ;
-that the guarantee fund does not exist ; that the

debt of India is now twenty millions higher - than
it was in 1793 ; and that the Company’s - affairs

were in 1793 These are facts Wthh must be
admitted ; yet: the causes which - have - produced
the failure are ohwoua——an expense 'in India and
at home - both’ greatly exceeding Lord Melville's

sales in England. " For the increased expenses of
freight, &c. and the diminution of the Ccmpany s
sales at home; - Lord -Melville cannot ‘be’ respon-
sible, because both were occasioned by the war’ in

Europe.
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1784 and 1801, he is clearly responsible, and has,
always avowed his responsibility ; and from 18'01
to the present time, the responsibility rests with
his successors, not, most aSSuredly, with. the,Court:
of Directors. . :

If it should be deemed necessary to prove, what
must be evident to those who have at all consi-
dered the subject, that the temporary embarrass-
ments of the Company in India are caused by the

“increased expenses of India, we have only to refer
* to the authentic documents delivered to the Iﬁlouse
~ of Commons in 1793. By these it appears that

- each year than seven millions sterling; th,a.t .the
- % expenses of every kind were nearly five millions
| three hundred thousand: pounds each year, leav-
mg a su1plus of #£1,614,013, subject only to the
ii,. payment of the interest of the India debt, whlch
3 at that time was little more than nine mxlllons ; SO

pounds. ,

accounts, Lord Melville did not take credit for a

--,perfectly true, that he estxmated the recexpts fa:

.

For the increased expenses in India between:

the whole revenues of India on an average of three
yea}'s,_from 1787 to 1790, were ‘something less

that the clear available surplus was one mllllon L
ﬁfty nine thousand one hundred and twenty-seven
In this calcuolation, founded ‘on actual -

revenue of four hundred thousand pounds a’ year,
acquited 'by a surrender of a sixth part of Tip- -
poo Sultaun’s dominions ; and what he asserted is -

-

“hundred thousand pounds.

avery large ‘military force in India, ‘both European‘
‘and native.

below their actual amount. Why is it therefore
‘that not one of Lord Melvxlle 5 predlctlons has been
venﬁed by the event ? For an obvious reason: be-

cause, subsequent to 1793, the expenses of India
have been progressively increasing from five mil- -

- Yions three hundred thousand pounds a year, until

by estimate for 1805-6 they would amount to
nearly seventeen millions ster]mg The expenses

_at home have also been increased since 1793, at

the same time that the sales have been diminished.

" But no p0551b1e blame can rest with the Court of
: Dlrectors either for -the increase ‘of -expense, or

the dummshed sales.  ‘Both have resulted from
‘war, and ﬁom no other cause. The embarrass-
ments in India do not proceed from dlmlmshed re-
'venues, but solely from increased expenses since

51/90 for it is a fact, that since 1790, our re-

‘sources have been doubled
'irebled '

In 1790, the expenses were ﬁve millions three
We had at that time _

~and our expenses .

- Now ‘let us suppose, that in conse-

~quence of our acquxsmons since 1790, and our -
'subs1d1ary treatles, we were to add three mllllOHS
“seven hundred thousand pounds to the expenses :

g of 1790, Wthh to the writer appears a most ample
‘ allowance mdeed

then' the expenses -of India

“would be nine 1n11hons, ledvmg a surplus of five.

millions three hundred thousand pounds, from




d
By
!
|
|

e s e R

| ERSTS R

48

“the annual resources of India, This surplus would

be apphed in'the first instance to the payment of

' the interest on ‘a debt of thirty millions, which is

'rdra, the -expenses were less than three millions
_sterling a year in India in peace: :

%

two. mllhons four hundred thousand pounds ; and
‘then there would a clear available surplus of two -
‘millions nine-hundred : thousand pounds, for the
-purchase of an investment, and the gradual hqut-
-dation of the debt. .

- In 1774; when Sir Phlhp Franms arnved in: In-

- In 1790, when Lord Cornwallis was Governor'

*_General, they were increased to five millions threg -
‘hundred thousand pounds sterling, owing to. the

‘increase of our military establishments in peace.

 In 1805-6, our expenses were increased to .
.nearly seventeen ‘millions- by estimate, but - the
swriter has shewn clearly that this was a war esti- .
mate. The questron will “be, at what ‘amount.
_can’ the’ ngs Ministers” prudently fix the ex-
A fpenses of ‘India in peace> For we. affir m, thata.
~continuance of the war in Europe cannot affect
On the _contrary, a restoration of .
. peace in Europe would naturally give to Francea .
The. great. ¢ ob-«’
~ “ject of the King's. Ministers therefore ought to |
- be to reduce the expenses of India, civil and. mi-
litary, to mnine. mxllrons sterling. - We are con-
4 vinced; that if -the power were lodged w1th they'm

Indla now,

_certain degree of power in, India.’

T

‘ ‘soverergn of the Carnatrc andf of: TanJore.’ For
the last forty years the defence of those kmgdoms

49'

des1rable obJect

W}y‘should the': armxes in'Ind; Abe more numes

‘rous now- than they were in' 1790 “when’ Marquxs
- Cornwalhs ‘was Governor General and Commander
in Chief ? There is no’one reason why they should ;
'except as apphed 6 the reglments ‘which we /are
- bound to keep i ap. for the service 6f: thePeshway,"the

Nxzam, and the Nabob of Oude and for those're=
glments we' receive’ subsxdles.h +!Three s mllhons

sever hundred thousand . pounds therefore s an, -
h extravagant allowance for the addltlonal eml and
" mrhtary expenses, maconsequence .of “ou acqux-,

sltxons smce 17 90 We wxll not oﬂ"er our oprmon

ley, whlch are now under the consrderatxon of Par-

| halnent but} of the pollcy, of the beneﬁmal ef-f

he ‘remonstrated agamst the éof the
Company s servants. ' fHe“had ’agents mE England g

ey opes.
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the annual resources of India. This surplus would
be applied in the first instance to the payment of
the interest on ‘a debt of thirty millions, which is
two millions four hundred thousand pounds ; and
then there would a clear available surplus of two
millions nine hundred thousand pounds, for the
purchase of an investment, and the gradual liqui-
dation of the debt.

In 1774, when Sir Phlhp Francis arrwed in In—
dia, the -expenses were less than three millions
sterling a year in India in peace. :

In 1790, when Lord Cornwallis was Govern(n"
‘General, they were increased to five millions three
hundred thousand pounds sterling, owing to the
increase of our military establishments in peace.

In 1803-0,
‘nearly seventeen ‘millions- by estimate, but the
“writer has shewn clearly that this was a war esti-

mate. The question will be, at what amount

can the King’s’ Ministers prudently ﬁx the ex-

~penses of ‘India in peace ? For we affirm, thata |
* " eontinuance of the war in Emope cannot affect .
On the contrary, a restoration of

India now.
peace in Europe would naturally give to France.a

“certain degree of power n India.

litary, to nine millions. sterling. We are con-

, vinced, that if the power were lodged with. the.

our expenses Were increased to

The great ob-"
ject of the. King’s. Ministers therefore onght to-
be to reduce the expenses of India, civil and mi-

R AR
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Court of Directors, they would accomphsh thxs
desirable object. : ; RSO
Why should the armies in Indla be more nume-{
rous now than they were in’ 1790, when Marquxs

f Cornwallis was Governor General and Commander

in Chief ? There is no one reason'why they s should :

‘except as applied to the regiments which we are

bound to keep up for the service of thePeshwa, the
Nizam; and the Nabob of Oude; and for those re-
giments we receive subsidies. ~*Three : millions
seven hundréd thousand  pounds - therefore is - an,
extravagant allowance for the additional civil :and
mlhtary expenses, in consequence of our acqux-
sitions since 1790. ~ We will not offer our opinion.

- as to the justice of certain acts of Marquis Welles~"

ley, which are now under the consideration of Par-
liament ; but of the - poliey," of the beneficial ef-
fects to this nation resulting from those acts, we
may be allowed to. speak.:"We are now the actual |
sovereign of the Carnatic:and' of Tanjore. = For:

the last forty years the defence of ‘those kingdoms

was entrusted’ to our arms; ‘while the government:
was in otherhands. The Company’s records are filled
wnth complamts of the Nabob,but on ihe other
ha_nd he remonstrated against:: the conduct of . the
Company’s servants. ' He had agents in England

he borrowed money f from every British subject who
had nwney tolend:; and there are now claims urider
the examination of- Commlssmners, to‘ the amount
of eight- mxlhcms sterlmg, as-qwing: by the old
: o @
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Nabolb Wallajah and his ‘svo‘n,“ principally to Bri«
‘tish subjects. The Carnatic was most oppressively

-governed, and "the mnature' of-his: government " is

fully-and clearlydetailed by Lord Buckingham-
-shire, in a Minute which is now before the House
of Commons. . In 1801, Marquis :‘Wellesley . as-

* sumed the soverelguty of the Carnatic on the part

-of the East India Company ; and the N abob, though
retaining his rank ‘and title, became in fact what
the Nabobs 'Qf ’Bengal' have been: since 1765, a
_pensioner without political power.; The beneficial.
effects .of ‘this change have already. been felt by a
considerable increase in the revenues of the Car-

natic, and by the security which :the . mhabxtants -

,enjoy"in their, persons, and their property. - The
Direators and the Board of Commissioners lost no
timein expressmgthen approbation of Lord W elless
“ley’s conduct in assuming the government of the
Carnatic. -~ Mr. - Sheridan in . -1802" . brought  this

subject before Parliament ;. and though Par liament -

since that perxod has been three ‘times dxssolved
the Househas come tono decisionon this unportant
subject.: Of - this’ ‘delay, all :parties . interested in
. the; decision , of the question” have great yeason to
eomp]am 'But we do'not - ‘hesitate to.affirm, that
by. the entire conquest of Mysore, and by our ac~
quisition of the Car natic, the fature tr anqullhty of
these valuable countries is eﬁ"ectually secured i
- In-, Oude, Marquis - Wellesl¢y: has obtamed;_a*
cesmon of such a pxoportlon of the N’;bob $ do_x,
4
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minions as produces an annual révenue of a mil-
lion and a half sterling, in commutation of a pe-
cuniary subsidy heretofore paid by the Nabob for
the service of .our troops, by which his kingdom
was defended. This subject is likewise before the

House of Commons. This alteration also has:

been most beneficial both for the Company, and the
natives. In a military point of view the change is:
of the utmost importance.  'We are: bound by
treaty to defend :and protect Oude, . which is-in

fact the northern' frontier of Bengal: * We are.
now.the soverejgn of-the most expo'sed and lawless.

parts. of that extensive kmgdom, and under . our.
administration those countries. will.be effectually

secured fr om invasion, and the tarbulentZemindars’

reduced to -submission. . The Nabob’s. authority
in those countnes was’ httle more - than nommal,,
and the revenues which he drew from them were
nearly absmbed by the- expenses of - presexvmg
them. - o ‘ '

'ldkmg therefore a fair view of the present state
of India, we do not hesitate to affirm, that,
with the exception of the troops which we keep
up for the service. of the: Peshwa and the leam,
an army equal to that which we had in India in
1790°is in fact fully sufficient, if not more than
sufficient, ' for the present-day, and: consequently

~ that an- addmon of three l'I]]HlOIlS seven hundred

thousand pounds to the expenses of 1790 wxll be
amply sufficient; if not extravagantly large.
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~ Court of Directors to the Crown ;
has been mismanagement, no- possuble blame carx

' 1793 has falled

.52

The author of * Consxderatxons on the Trade:

with Indza, \has endeavoured to establlsh three

proposxtlons-if I DA .
¢ 1st, That the embarrassments of the Company
have -been occasioned by the mlsmanagement of
the Court of Directors. ' ‘
- 2dly, That the government of Indsa shou]d be:
transferred to the Crown, =0 10 - :
“adly, That it would be to the advantage of the

British nation . that the trade with Indxa should be k

open to all His Majeqty s subjects: i
‘We afﬁrm, that since the year. 1784 the whole
government of India has been transferred from the

attach upon the East ‘India Company : if, on the

contrary, India- has been well governed, and - its
resources advantageously employed the India M-
nisters appointed by the Crown are entnt]ed to the
whole merit, except in instances ‘where the Go- -

vernor General has acted from his own authorxty
on emergenmes 5 and no instanee of that kmd has
happened in whxch the Governor General’s con-

duct has not been fuhy approved by HIS Majesty LI

India Mmlsters.

' This anthor states, w:th truth that the plan of ]
He terms it a ¢ bubble,” mean-

ing, as we suppose, that when the plan was pro-
posed Lord Melville knew it to be a ¢ “bubble.”

~But in the progress of his pubhcatxon xt must, be’} o

17
E38
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that if there
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obwous, that he means his readers should ‘under-
stand it as a < bubble” upon the public, brought
forward. by the Court of Directors. Y

- This plan was proposed to Parliament by Lord
Mel\nlle

‘amount of the revenues of India for each year
the amount of each year’s expenses, including the
interest of the debt of India ; and the surplus that
would remain at the explratlon of each year.

~Have the revenues failed ? No. They are doubled
since the year 1703.

Have the expenses in-

creased?  Yes. They are trebled since' 1793.

{Hence, therefore, it is, that a sm'plus of - more
than one million, whxch did actualI} exist in" 1793 -

in Indxa, no longer does- exist ; and the debt,

’whxch in 1793 was nine mllhons, is now thirty, -

“Some enhghtened men predicted, in 1793, that

:the war which had then commenced would cause
‘a complete revolutlon in Europe but a very great

majority in the nation, amongst whom was Lord
Melville, conceived that its duxatlon ‘would be

“short, and that, "by a''speedy peace, we should

- procure - mdemmty for the past, and ‘security for
“the future: but evenLord Melville expxessly stated,

- terially affect the Company s sales and expenses in

“the expenses in Indxa

that a continuance of war in Europe would - ma-

England, and ‘would in a certain degree increase
Wlthout thls mformatlon,

" the common' sense of every man must have con-

“.yinced hnn, that calculatnons madé on an idea of
H 2

Its 'execution dcpended upon the :

A
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peace in Europe and in India, could not apply to a

‘state of war in both quarters of . the globe o
In 1793 Lord Melville had been eight years the "
‘Minister. of Indla . He had ﬁxed the amount of
the . c1v11 and: mxhtary estabhshments of : India.
The expense was five millions  three hundn ed
-thousand pounds The whole cebt was nine mil-
Jions and a fractlon and, after allowmg im the,
_mterest of the. clebt there remained a clear sur- -
-plus of revenue beyond expend1ture, of more than
.one mllhon oterhng

~ 1
i

The Dnectors had not the power to mcrease

«;the expenses of Indm a single shilling. If then
_there was a ¢ bubble, it yas Lord Melvxlle who '
¢ bubbled” Palhament and the ndtlon Wxth-

out his orders” the expenses - of India could not

have been 1ncreased unless the Governor General :
” .from a sudden emergency, 1ncreased the strength

of the native army in India, . for: Wthh he would
‘be personally responsxble to the Crown and to Par-
Thament L et e b D ' ’

In the style of a parhamentary declmmer thls

)authm says that men of high rank in Indla would
' treat the orders of ithe Directors with a contempt o

:whxch they would not dare to shew tothe Cr own,

Af India was transfexred to . His Majesty, andsa
;Govex nor General was converted into a VICCI'O) o
Need we mfmm ‘this author, that India was

transferred to the. Crown fully. . dnd completely by

the Acts of 1784 and 1793}, It iis governed by

iy
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Ministers appointed by the Crown, who are fully
reSponsxble to Parliament for their conduct, . The
Governor General and:the Goyernors of Indla are
bound: by law to obey, all orders which they receive
from the - Conrt of Dlrectors, who .cannot - send
one. order to India without the .sanction of His
Majestys India mesters A Governor: Genelal '
18, responslble to the Crown and to Parhament in
every case in- whxch he dlsobeys an order ;> and, as
- at so great a dlstance he must often, - fi o ‘neces- -
sity, act w1thout waiting for orders, . he is. xespon-
sible in the same degree both' to- the Crown and
Parhament There is but one distinction. betn'een
the law.as it now. stands, and - the, plan proposed
by Mr.. Fox. . The  present law . vests . complete
power and responsxbzhty in the hands of Ministers
appomted by the.Crown, ‘but has reserved. to .the -
Company a conslderable degree of, patrona.qe. o
. By Mr. Fox’s plan the whole patrouage at home
: and abroad was .given to five Commxssxoners -ap-
pomted by Parhament . After. attributing to the .
Directors an authorlty of wlnch the law has de- =
prived them, this' writer proceeds thus: ¢« .We
€5 find wars begun and ended, -without. the least
Se knowledge concurrenee approbatlon, or cen-
¢ sure of Parhament 7 S , ,
: The fact is - premsely the reverse. There have ‘
._been three wars with native powers in Incha since |
1784.‘ The ﬁrst ‘was commenced by Marq,ms

", e
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Cornwallis on his own respon31b1hty The justice
‘and- pohcy of that war were questloned in" both
Houses of - Parliament. After long drseussrons,
| both Houses yoted, by a: large major 1ty, that the

war was founded in’justice and policy, and the

‘thanks of the two Houses Were voted to Marqms
Comwalhs. S L M

The second Mysore Wdl', undertaken by Mar-
quis Wellesley aon his own I'ESPOIISlbl]Ity, was COri-
‘ceived by Parhament ta be so elearly founded in
pohcy and Justlce, ‘that thanks were. unammously
voted to Lord Wellesley, by both Houses, W1thout
a drssentmg voice. © °

- The .third was the Mahratta war,’ the Justlce
‘and pohcy of Whlch was questroned in* Parliament

" in the years 1803, 1804, and 1805 : ,but from-the .

latter period the’ subject has - not ‘been agitated.
The' King’s Ministers approved ‘of the measures

whloh led to the war, ‘of course they could not con- |

demn it in Parliament.® If the war were not
founded in JUSth& and in policy, - ‘those Ministers
are respon31ble for the approbation which. they
‘gave. to it. - The - thanks - of both Houses were

given to’ Marquls Wellesley tor the vigour and

-abilities which he d]splayed in the conduct of that
war; but as some membexs WlShLd for further in-

formatlon both as to the orlgm and pohcy of the ‘
‘war, thc motion’ for thanks was so guarded that

.....

that questxon 1s still open for mvestwatron in Par-

~ have mer cly pxessed for a demsxon. REPHITIEE

“ratta war . was mentioned in Parhament three__

o

' both the power. and the 1csponsrb1hty are complete '

’The Ietter has since been printed.  But upon what
“pr mcrple is it that the Dlrectors ought to bring an

| ~the questxon. Netther the Dnectors, nor _any
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liament. ; Marquis Wellesley has not shrunk from:
mquxry .his" nearest , connexions -in Parhament

Agamst the Directors who are in Parhament the .
.author of the < Consxderatrons” has preferred a
most unfounded charge. He says, that they,
have: conmved at the . charges brought . against
Lord Wellesley, w1thout boldly stating their ‘ac- -
cusations or. complamts This is. so far, from
being :a correct statement, that,’ when the Mah-

Duectozs did express their. dlsapprobatlon of that -
war, and a fourth Director expressed his complete
approbatlon of it.: The Dnectors ‘wrote a letter:
to .the, Government of Bengal, in whrch their
sentxments .on the Mahratta war are fully detailed.
The ng s Indla Mmlsters held different opmxons,‘
and consequently under the emstmg law, that
1etter could .not be. sent to Bengal a proof that

in. the In(ha Mmtsters appomted by the Crown.

accusation, or any compldmt agamst Marqms.v _'
Wellesley before the House of Commons? If ‘an"
accusation . should be p:eferxed '1gfunst hrm, and .
an rmpeachment moved no Director who is in

-Parhament is bound, »m consmtency, to vote for’

mdmdual in England has supposed that Marqms _
3 A
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mencmg the M’lhl‘"ltta war, and Sir Phxhp Franc;s,‘
“who strongly- condemned: the ‘policy of the war,:
‘ expressly disclaimed: all ‘intention. of - preferring a
“criminal charge agmnst Lord VVeIlesley for havmg;:

wmmenced it.”

Let us ﬁurly state, in opposmon “to" the author’
of the Con&deratxons, what was the result of the
management of the Lomt ‘of: Drreetors for nine+
teen years that ‘they 1eally d1d Posséss sthe power’ |

' ‘and the responsnblhty of  whiich they were: depnvedi

in 1784 “In 1705, Lord Chve acqurred Bengal
for’ the East Indra Company “From1765 toi1784;

| not a dolhr ms erported b) the Compmy to mdra,f
but bu‘hon to'a very great amount ‘was’ brought'

' nto Great Brr‘mm from Indla Investments :
were purchased and supphes <ent to Chma from

\\\\\

the ‘surplus’ revenues of Bengal The Amencan _
~ Wwar was followed by a war with’ }'rance, ‘and ﬁom

1/78 to 1 /84 ou1 Government in’ Indla had to

contend with' the Mahxattas, Hyder Ally Cawn, :
and a Fx eneh al my under _the Marqms de Bussy
4No assrstdnce was sent from England in’ money,
: and in. one ‘year bllls were ‘drawn. upon the Di-

rectors “for the c.mount of the 1nvestments sent

from Benoral in that year.. On the restoration’ of '

peace m Europe and i in Indla, the debt of India

was seven mrlhons sterhng* but the revenues of :
*Bengal were so much unproved durmg the ‘war,

o Mr. Huddleston s Speech, 1806.. o
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that the interest of that debt would not have becin
felt, had the expenses of India been' reduced to'the
scale at which they stood in 1 776, prlor to the war,
. Such was the actual state of India in 1784, when

‘ the/ power of disposing of the future resources and

of fixing the future establishments. of India was
taken from the Court of Directors by law, and
placed in the hands of Commissioners appointed
by the Crown. © Was the operation of the law un-
known ? Was it not-directly and unequivocally
‘stated in Parliament; that the responsibility of the
-Court of Birectors for the government of India had

ceased ? In what instance could there be a division

‘of authority? :How can it be said, in'the Words of
.the author of the Considerations, ¢ that two autho-

“¢¢ rities were established,” ‘or ¢ that there is.no
¢ sufficient responsibility in law or in opinion for
¢ the government of India #” It is impossible for
*‘human wisdom to devise a plan, by’ which'a Go-
vernor General of India can be made more respon- _

sible to the Crown and to Parliament; than he has

vbeen since the 'year 1784. A Governor General,
‘when acting under the immediate authority of the

Court of Directors, did not escape responsibility,

- as appears by an impeachment of ten years, to

whiech Mr. Hastings was subject. - ‘Three Parlia-

-ments have been dissolved, since the justice of
~certain acts of - Marquis ‘Wellesley = has been
- questioned. - It isin every respeet proper that Par-

Jiament should exercise its mqulsltorml power over
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‘every part of the British empire ; but to delay a
- décision, is injustice to an mdwldual and ‘ mis-

chievous to the public, - - . o
- In 1784, His Majesty’s . India mesters coms

_menced their admlmstratlon with a debt of seven

millions sterling charged upon the revenues of In-

dia. Itis not the fact, that the increase of that
‘debt to thirty millions has been owing to the three
wars in India since 1784. . Without having the
-materlals before us, from whlch we could be ac-
.-g:urate,‘ we may venture to say, that those three
'wars - have :not put the Company Lo an-extra  exs
;pense of .ten millions sterling. - The great expense
“has been in the increase of establishinerts in India
in peacé, beyond the peace establishment of 1776,
:and for,that increase the King’sMinisters are alone
~responsible. " Nor is this all,’ Much: of the debt of -
1784, then'seven millions; has been paid off, by
Aransferring it to England. A great sum in bullion
~.has been sent to India since 1784, whereas noﬁ a
:smgle dollar was : sent by the Company to" Indxa |
.{from 1763 to the yea1 1784. These are’ facts .
-which it is necessary to mention, when the Comt
.of Du'ectors are so wantonly and- unjustly ¢ attack-‘

ed. We do not believe that the King’s Iudxa -Mi-

.msters were actuated by coxrupt motlves in m-
" creasing the army in 1785, nor in stlll further in-
‘ereasing it from that time to- the present but the
‘trathis, - thaf the increase of expénses hias exceeded
- the increase pf resources ; dnd herice it is, ‘that

3
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the debt .of Indxa .is_thirty millions,;and that in_
é 1806-7, in peace, mstead of a smplus, we have a-
 deficit of at least a million sterlings . TENN
- The author of ¢ Considerations”, says, on the -
authority of Lord Castlereagh, that exght millions -
of the, present debt. of India was caused by the .

g highly 1mpohtlc, ‘because the trade’ from - India .
- was a losing trade to the Company We do. not,
doubt the fdct as - to exght m1111ons of the debt

1800 Lord Mclvdle, for 1easons whxch appear to
us to be unanswerable, . conceived it would be wise -
to continue. the investment, though purchased by
money borrowed at a high interest. = Lord Castle-
1t reagh::was of the same opinion in 1803 ‘when the

yuestion. now, as, there are ‘so many mllhons of,
goods unsold in -England; .but it isa questlon
“not for the Directors, but for the ng s Indxa Mi-
nlsters, to decide. ST
~ i'This author says, that a debt of thxrty mxlhons
in Indla, where the revenue is so high as fifteen:
rm]hons, \vould with - ‘good ‘management be very,
trlﬂmg. The Court of ‘Directors,” howevex, con-
ceive it to be ‘an evil of a most ala arming magni-’
tude, and we: entlrely amee w1th them. What is
the revenue of India? It is, coxrectly speakmg,‘
the surplus, after paying all expenses and the in-
terest. of the debt ~.Suppose 'the revenues were_
12

B T

purchase ‘of lnvestments Wthh he deprecates as\

debt was. stxll fur ther mcreased It becomps a new |
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ohe ‘hundred: mxlhonb a yeal, ‘and  the expenses’
etceeded that qum “of what 1 use would the Treve-

nues be to the Compzmy or to thenation? ‘A'ra-"

tional man would laugh at an exhibition of the flou-
rxshmg state of the revenues of Indxa, unless it was

- proved to him, that they exceeded the expendltule 3

of India. ~ What does this ‘anthor mean by g orood I

management? “Who has managed the resources .

of India’since ‘17842 Who fixed the estdbhsh-{
ments > The King’s India Ministers. “Who ‘would -
- have dirécted "both from 1784 to this day, “had
 the Company been annihilated in 1784 ¥ The véry’
" same ‘Ministers. It is  therefore folly, or worse'
than folly,’ to" implicate the Court of Directors m‘i
the rrood orill management of Indxa qmce 1784.
“‘The true ‘state ‘of the ,case is this :* That’ ‘the
s ng s India“ ‘Ministers assumed the: govemment
of India when the debt in India was seven m:]hons,‘j
that debt was trlﬂmg or 1mp01 tant-on a compauson‘
of the e*ipenses with the revenues of ‘each"year.”
It does not follow that there has been bad manage-
ment, because the debt in India is ‘now thirty mil-
~ lions. It must be proved that they originally fixed

‘the ‘establishments ‘higher than was necessary ‘for

the security of Tndia ; thatthere ‘was no change
m ‘the internal situation of Indxd, which made it
necessary to incréase the peace establishments of’
1770; that theincrease ‘subsequent to 1784, which:

has beén’ very considerable indeed, was not neces-
sary.  But if, after the most mature investigation,’

T T
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it should appem that thexe has been bad manage-
ment, it will be unpossxble to join in the eonclu-
sion”of the auathor of ¢ Con31derat10ns on the

~¢“ Trade with India,”. that the Court of DxrectorS‘
. are toblame. - The great object which thls author

has in view is to raise a clamour in ‘the pubhc‘
'1gamst the East India Company. " To effect his
point :he misrepresents . the . constitution of the

- Company - He tells 'us,  that had the Crown held : -

supreme power .in. Indm, and hdd the t ade been '
open - to all- British subjects, our- situation would'
have been very.different in India; that even now,

- with good' management, a debt of thuty mlllxons

will be of trifling importance. i
The accounts  of: the- 1evenues and expenses of,
India are now before the public to the latest pos-
sible period. - ‘We know what they were exactly in.
1805-6. - We know,.what the amount of the debt
was on the 1st of Aprxl 1806, as well as the amount
of the floating debt: at "that period. Both - toge-
ther are neatly thirty millions. We have also an
estimate of the expenses from the 1st of April
1800 to the 1st of *April 1807 ; s and és'in former
years these estimates have been uncommonly ac-.

' curate, we may conclude that this estimate is ac-

curate. 'The revenues are stated at fifteen millions

~one hundred and eighty thousand pounds, the ex-

penses at nearly fourteen millions - five hundred
thousand pounds ; so that the surplus revenue is

~not ‘seven - hundred thousand pounds.: But to
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the expernises:we aré to add the interest of the debt

of: India, the supplies to China, Prince of Wales’s
Island, and Bencoolen, and the dadvances for an-
investment.:. To answer these demarids there is a-

. surplus’ revenueé . of ‘seven hundred thousand -

pounds, rand ‘the ‘sale of the cargoes from Eng-’
land: the deficiency therefore must be supphed by
a lo(mu There is some difference of opinion . be--
tween Mr. Creevy, the late. Secretary to. the In-"
dia Miriisters, ‘and Mr.  Dundas,’ the present Mi-
nister, as to what -the amount of the “deficiency -

may be.  But unless the expenses:of, Indid - Afole;’
1806-7 are less than the estimate, we conceive thab-
the debt on the Ist of ‘April 1807 will be a million

higher than it was on the 1st of April 1806, :
“When -the ‘author. of.  Considerations” speaks
of the debt. with- good management being of-
tr}ﬂmg 1mp01 tance, we presume he means that the
revenues miay be further increased, or the expenses -

‘diminished. 10 increase the. revenues ‘materially.

is 1mposs1ble, unkss we extend our conquiests ; and.

13 we did, we must mcredse our expendifure also.. . =~

"To diminish the expenses, we must confide in His
Majesty’s India' Ministers, - who have the power. by
law to dummsh them in as full and as complete,

a’ manner - as. the) eould do, if India belonged.

absolutely to the Cr own. . The Directors may ad-

~ vise, but they cannot command There are gentle-
' men in the Direction fully competent to go through
| every’ baanch of the public expendxtuxe n. Indla, |

| 65
é{nd"fo point out what reductions can be made with
security. There are two India Ministers,: who, to
our. knowledge, are eompetent to the task also=
Lord Tejgnmouth- and Mr.,: George “Johnstone,
But the decision must ultlmately 1est Wlth the In-
dia Minister. -~ - “.. .
"On Iookmg aver “the estnnate for’ 1806 7, we
ﬁnd that in Bengal there will be-a:surplus revenue
of two millions two handred and twenty thousand -
pounds “Sir Gem ge Barlow had ‘reduced the ex=
penses of Bengal near]y one mxlhon sterlmg a3
:year e v £
- At Mddras the revenues are above ﬁve mxlhons
"ﬁve hundred thousand pounds, bit the: expénses
-will exceed the revenues by three hundred thou-
sand pounds.- The :difference !at Madras is-very
Arifling: mdeed ‘between - the actual expenses of
1805-0, and the estimate for 1806-7. - Cein
k At Bombay the ' revenues are - seven hundied
" thousand -pounds, and -the expenses- for 1806~7
‘will exceed the revenues above a million sterling,
The quras expenses alone are ‘higher by: four
: hund1 ed thousand pounds than the expenses of all
India it 1793, - The expense of the _army alone
for 1806-7 is higher by two millions seven hundred
~thousand pounds than the whole expenses- of Indla
;n 1793 B ,
+To suppose that any good management- could
ueduce the .expenses of- Ind:a to five millions three
hundred thousand pounds would be absird; - be-
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cause our ar my must be ‘necessarily larger than if

‘was in 1793, and the ceded and conqucred coun-
tries gre not yet regulated as Bengal is,” which .we

have governed for above forty years. . The con- .
quered countries dependant on Bengal are. esti-

mated to ploduce a revenue of a million sterling
in 1806-7. The expenses of collecting it dre esti-
mated at above eight hundred thousand pounds,
which is at least . double, if not tleblc the - sum
that will be expended in- collectmg thc revenues
m futuxeyears, E i TR
No reduction can be 1mde either in the salanes
:of . the civil’ servants or-in the .pay and allowances
of the army ; but we are convmced some millions
-may 1 be saved by other reforms. - Were the ex-
-penses of India" .brought : to - ten - millions, there

twould be a surplus of more -than three rm}hona, ,

after paying the interest of the debt. .
Party writers censure without - exammatlon,
merely to suit party purposes. - The opponents of

" Lord Melville tell us that he has not performed

“a smgle pr omlae that he made in 1793.: The au-
. thor of ¢ Conmdemtlons goes: furthex sstill ¢ e

calls the plan of 1703 a bubble ‘a delusion; omit-
ting to state, that the express condition of the.
- promisé was, ‘that there should be peace in Eu-

rope, and peace in India. , .
- Another party imputes all our embanassments
~in India to the unbounded extravagance, as-they
- term it, of" Marquis Wellesley's admmrstratron,.,

o7
and to the wars in whlch he 1nvolved the natxon‘
in India. L RN
“Phe ‘atithor of Cons1deratxons on the Trade b

with India” “imputes the embanassments of the”

Company to the mrsmanagement of the ‘Court of *
Directors, and a defectlve constrtutlon for the go-
vernment of India. He has recommended a’'plan”
by which’ every evil is to be redresséd.” ¢ Annihilate”
the East ‘ India Company, because by its miscon-’
duct it has forferted its charter. - Vest India com-’
pletely in the Crown lay the trade open to Brrtlsh:

of th1rty mxlhons in India will be'of trrﬂmg im-

| port'mce.' Grve the Governor General the trtle"

v0rders, or to act without orders in’ future Par-

liament wxlI then ‘exercise 1ts mqulmtorlal power.
By this plan the aff'alrs of the Brltlsh natxon in In-
dxa W111 be effectually retneved SRR TS
.thrs author proposes “would not i’ any degree -
strengthen the authorrty whrch the Crown already :

‘pOSSESSCD in India, 'nor Would it add to ‘the respon-

srbxhty of the Mmrsters of the: Crown, ot of the

~Governor General Whether it would be advan:

tageous to the natlon to Gpen the trade to Indla

 was aquestxon much agntated in"“1793,’ ‘and every
‘argument now urged in favour of ‘an open “trade

'was then used U Unless’ Parhament ‘when the

(Charter exPrres, shall be of a’ drﬂ'erent opxmon

w .-~\- -'r ...::,'K ‘i'.lu.‘{
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from that wlnch it held in 1793 the Charter w1ll
again be renewed, because, under the law now
existing, there. could have been 1O mxsmanage-
ment. on the part of the Court of Duectors

.The author of the ¢ Consxderatnons complams
of the mtr:cacy of the accounts presented by the
Company to Parhament « they are mvolved " he
b cannot see.j : Wlthout knowmg be) ond the
ﬁrst rules of ar 1thmet1c, we find them perfectly
mtelhglble and if this author would _pass by all
the: volummous aceounts plesented and. look

: merely to the resu}t of the whole, the fact would

be clear to him. . Loxd Melvxlle had the ment of
presentmg accounts annually to Paxhament, 50,
derstand the balance sheet The surplus revenue
is the sum that remains after every demand has
been paxd namely, the mterest of the debt the)
chax 'ges . Or .expenses, the supphes sent to Prmce
of Wales’s Island, Bencoolen and St Helena,
The surplus 1emammg 'in . 1793 was above one

' mllhon sterling. - ‘The deﬁc1t that wdl remam thlS :

year. may, poss1bly be one: mllhon stexhng,‘
millions, as Mr., Creevy thlnks.__: ,

sEot

- An: account was. moved for in Pax hament _by~ -

Lord Castlereagh in 1804, whtch appears. t to have
misled .the author of the Z Consxderattons” By

- that account wh1ch .was accurate, it appeared,,

that for ten years, from 1792 to 1802 ‘the re--

B

. ‘than seven mtlhonst
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venues of In(ha had exceedcd the charges above
eleven m:lhons But the charees meant onlv the

expenses ‘ot the supphes sent. annually to Prmce

: of Waless Island Bencoolen and St. Helena, nor

the mterest of the debt. Lord Castlereagh’s ob-
Ject m movmg for such an account was, to shew
that even in war, the actual revenues of Indta
had se far exceeded the chaxges of Indla whtch
are the expenses cxv:l and mxhtary, and the ;ex-
pense of collectmg the revenue But in Lo,rd,
Melwlle s calculatlon, in 1793 and m hls annual
budgets, he 1ncluded eve1 y demand on the C 50-
vernment in Indla, not mex ely what are callecl the

;charges, and then gave the amount of each years
’ surplus ‘

The snnple result of all the accounts is th:s-

) That since 1703 a debt of twenty~one mxlhons has. v
’ been contracted in Indla and 1nstead ofa su,rplus j
B of one mllhon Wl’llCh then actually ex1sted there :

w1ll in thlS year be a deﬁmt of one m1lhon. ’
Has tlns accumulatxon of' debt or the chan e
from a surpl us to a deﬁcnt been occas1oned by the

_,'_Court of Dlrectors, the ngs Indla Mmlsters,
or the unauthorxzed acts “of 'the Govez nments in
- IndlaP Most assuredly not by the Dlrectors be-
4*cause smce 1784 they have had no pohtlcal poyer:
chey had no control over the expenses or the esta- ‘
5 bhshments of Indta.. e |

In 1795 the debt of Ind:a was reduced to Iess

- In 1798 when Malq'us
K 2
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Wellesley succeeded to the government it was
mcreased to eleven millions ; and from that’ perrod.

it has been annually increased, because, from the -
' addxtlon to expenses since 1793, and the wars in

Indra, the revenues, though more than equal to
‘the expenses of Indm, were not equal to the dls-
charge of the mterest of the debt the supphes to
Chma, &c and to the purchase of an 1nvestment
wrthout an annual loan Bengal has lntherto been

iy _
:the only valuable part of our possessrons in Indra :

at all times there has been 2 surplus revenue in

:_Bengal It is mdeed extlaordmar v, that ‘with 2
_revenue of five millions ﬁve hundred thousand
‘ [”pounds at Madras, with Mysorc and the Carnatrc
~upder our government, and the Nizam in alhdnce
fw1th us—-—st111 Madras does” not pay 1ts ‘own
- expenses. Bombay dxams Bcnval of more than a
‘_ million a year Itis obvrous ther efole that, hltherv
"'to, the extensron of our empne in Ind1a, and the
. ncrease of oux revenues since 1193 have been -
. very 1njuuous 1ndeed to the. Eﬂ:t Indla Compan)
The Leglslature has declaxed that “ to’ pursue
e schemes of conquest and éxtent of dormmon n
s Incha, ‘are measures repugnant to the wxsh the
: 6 honour, and the pohcy of thxs ndtxon ) ;
‘Sir Phrhp F1 ancis proposed, in 1805, that Par-
hament should call the attention of the Govem-
~ ments in Indra to the law, . becanse, since the Aot
had pqssed the Carnatlc, Tanjore, and’ lesore,
“had been added to ou1 domnnons on the Coast of
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Coromandel a consrderable part of 0ude had
'been ceded to us by the Nabob of Oude in com-
mutatlon of a subsrdy in money, “we had con-
quered extensxve districts in the north of Indra,
which, together with the provmce of Cuttack,

were ceded to us in perpetulty by . the peace w1th

Smdra and the Rajah of Berar.‘ ‘Four of the
Dxrectors who were in Parhament concurred m

'votmg for thrs resolutlon, but the ma)or 1ty of the
House voted for the order of the day Mr Prtt
fcontended that in wars of aggresuon on the palt

of our enemies, we ‘were not precluded from se-

_curmg future tranqudhty by t the’ extenswn of our

empire in In(ha, and the dlstmctlon is a )ust one; 3

'but ‘the polzcy of such an extensron, even wher

the aggressron was '1pparent though consrderably

‘enlarged upon by Sir Philip Fr'm01s, and by one

of the Directors_ who spoke durrng the debate, |

_was not lephed to.

i the extensmn of' our emprre in Indla has mvolved
' thcrn in very gx cat” dlﬁicultres, though ultlma ely
Hrs Majesty Indra Munsters way SO anange the
'estabhshments in Indla as to enable them to re-
, trleve thur af’ﬁurs. o ‘

The Court of Dnectors h'rve conscrentlously

drschaxged thur duty : but funn the year 1784
_though thc law left them thc prlvdege of ad-.

'mand On vanous occaslons thcy have drﬁered
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in opinion with Hxs Majesty s India mesters, and
, m two mstances the subyect of then dxﬂ'er ence has
been dlscussed in Parhament,J namely, the pay
ment of' the debts due to the pri 1vate 01 edrtors of'
the N'tbob of Ax cot and thc incr: ease of the mx-
htary establlshment m 1787 Wzth respect to

' the conduct of Matqurs Wellesley there has been

a very great difference of opinion mdeed between
, the ngs Indla Mrnlsters and the Court of Dx-

rectors The latter dxsappr oved of the late agree— .

‘ment with the Nabob of Oude, > it

was a dxsadvantageous bargam for the East Indxa -

,Company, but because they Y. deemed it to be an’
nfr; action of an ex1stmg tr eat) The formel fully

,,,,,

approved of that treaty The (‘ourt of Dxrectors -

dxsapproved of' the treaty of Bassem, the ormnal

cause of the Mahratta wur ’Ihe ngs Indla ]

Munsters app1 oved of 1t The Duectoxs pomted
‘out various instances in which Marqu]s Wellesley
_had increased .the cml expenses of the Company
Wrthout authouty The ngs Incha Mrmsters

,,,,,

.....

S
der eliction of their duty The anthox of « Con

srderatrons on the Trade W1th Indla says that

they ought boldly to have bxought their com-
plamts and accusatxons before Par hament Upon

'Bengal by MdquIS Comwalhs, and it by rio méaus
,’ or that the Dir ectoxs who were in Parhament o
'to 1mpeach Malqurs Wellesley on a charge of hlgh\

' rrght by law to form a letter to the Government

| law, to approve of the letter or to d1sapprove it in’
~toto or to alter it in any manner they thought

: to transmxt the letter so altered to Indla One

‘ for Indxa. What is the fact? - The lesponsxbxhty

, portmor the Justlce of those sent1ments, but rf |

A
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followed that the Court of Diredtors 4s a body
wexe bound to su pport those Members who Wlshed
cnmes aud mrsdemeanors ' The Dlrectors Kad a

of Bengal and to ammadvert, in any ‘terms they
pleased on the pubhc conduct of Marqms Welles‘-
ley the ngs Indla Mmrsters had 'a rlght by

proper, and the Dlrectors ‘wereé bound by law,

rectors ought not to have srgned a letter Whlch '
they dxd ot approve., Anothez gentleman sa1d
that the law had 1nst1tuted a doublc government

for the good govetnment of Indra is posmvely _
vested in Mll"]lSt(.lS appomted by the Crown : that
responsrbrlny has 1epeatedly been avowed both. by -
Lord Melvdle and Loxd Castlexeacrh the successwe ,
Indla Mmlstexs It is consonant to reason and to
Justrce, that deusron and responsrblhty should § go .

together The Dll‘eCtOlS pexfonn ”hen duty in “

thelr remonstran produces no change in the
opxmon of Hrs Md_]t.sty s Mmrsters, the Diréctors
’ 3
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can take no further step, unless they were to pe-.
txtlon Parhameut for the repeal of the present}

law.“,,_,, .

What was the orxgm of the present Iaw? An;
oplmon taken up. by all pax tles in Parhament, in
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 the difference of opnnon mvolve either party ctis

~ miinally? The Dn‘ectors conceive, that to extend

the Brltrsh empire; as it is ‘now extended was
contrary to the pohcy prescnbed by the Leglslature,

and ‘that it ‘was contrary to the mterests of the
Company they have proved by the evxdence of
ﬁgures.-- TR

*.The King’s Indla Mmlsters mform the. Di-

‘ rectors, that ' they dxssent from ' the construction
| spOllSlbl]lty Of thf’ I\mg 5 I“d‘a Mlmsters to Par- ‘ “which the)r have put upon ‘the ‘act of the Legrs-
f .hament could not possxbly have been greater than»; lature ;- and’ that i in- thelr letter they have i inju-
it “;as“que b}’ th‘“ Acts of ) 784 and 798 P’ ’ rlously and un,]ustl)', as the King’s India Mmlsters
“Equalb StFOﬂg 15 the 1esponslblllty Of a GO' "f conceive, reﬂected ‘upon’ the Brxtxsh councxls m
' e o Indla for a series of years past. -
“The reply of the Directors does them great
Aecredlt ‘but- as it produced no change in the sen-
timents - of  His- Majesty’s - India Mlmsters, the
letter to. Bengal ‘which the King’s India Ministers
had wrxtten, was sxgned by the Dxrectors, and
dispatched to Bengal. - ‘

- We well remember, that in 1782, when Lord 4
Melville ‘proposed that resolution’ to Parhament
‘on which the clause quoted by the Directors i is
founded the ‘idea- generall) ‘prevailing was thlS,
that any extension :of the British' emplre in India
would be contrar y.to sound’ policy.™ The: resolu-
tion was voted, and the clause inserted in the’ Act
of 1784, because it was concerved that there had
been" an attempt to extend the British - empire m
Indla during the administration of Mr. Hastmgs 3

L

1783, that the Duectors wele not competent to ; ,
govern a great emplre no doubIe go»ernment:
was, esthbhshed Had the (“h'trter ot' the Com—-l

the ng s Indxa Mxmsters nor Marqms \/Velles-

‘ ley, “have attempted to shrmh fr ﬂresponmbrhty

’ Every lettel, and every order,’lf‘ansxmtted to Indra

'smee 1784 relatwc to peace, war, Or. treatles, to -

‘revenues or estabhshments is, wrth 1espect to re-
sponmbxhty' the act of His Majestye India Mi~
1sters. The lettex of the Couxt of Dlrectoxs, ,

'dated the 3d ot Apul 1803, neve1 was sent to

the ngs Indra Mmlsters lt~ can only, thele-
fore, be consldered as- conveymg the sentlrnents
of twenty three Djreotoxs on the pubhc conduct
i! .,of Marquxs Wellesley Very dlﬁ'erent mdeed are |
| the sentunents of the gentlemen who sxgned that~ .
i o -'.letter, and the ngs Indla_Mxmsters ; but' does

e
e e e S R
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and Lord Melville expressed a h0pe that no Go-

vernor General in India would in- future aspire to
erdl Tamerlane or Aurengzebe. Now whiat i is the
declax ed opinion of the Court of Directors in their
reply to the letter of the ng s India Ministers ?
That Lord Wellesley ¢ embarked unnecessanly,

¥ reign policy,: inevitably-leading to war, which,
¢ whatever, power . of political combination they
£

“ ‘have been, by.very brilliant explo;ts, haye- yet,

¢ in the - opinion of the Coust,-been procluctlve of

““ many serious evxls ‘have, removecl further than

« ever, the prospect of recluomg the debt and

. *f expenses of the Company ; .and have exchanged
¢ the secure state and- respected character of the .

¢ British power for .an uncertain: supremacy,: and

- €.t 1s to be feared the disaffection” of all the states

¢ of India.”. The King’s, India mesters, and
Mr. Pitt also, held. very dlﬂ"erent oopinions ; and,
altex all, itime alone can dxscover whether the ex-
tension of Qur empire: in India was a ‘wise measure
or not. , No. doubt can  be entertained as to its

~ hawng occasxoned tempozar Y, evxls R an increase

of expense beyond the increase of : revenue. - We

_ contend that the Court of Directors are not'a party
in the inquiry now pendmg in Parhament relative

to Marquls Wellesley’s conduct, -nor are .those of

that body whoare members . of - the Heuse of -
,Commons seated there as’ representatwes of ithe

3 -

s

as they think, on these extensive plans of fo-

dlscmered, and though followed ‘up, as ithey

e

T ras—

TN
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East India Company; ,consequently, though they . %
“may still retain the same sentiments which: théy

~ held on the’ ‘8d-of April 1805, they ate not bound
to join in.a vote! to: impeach Lord: Wellesley, if

such a'vote should. ever . be. proposed. ;But 'the

'Du'eotor,s are;not infallible; they do not assume 'to

be so. . They merely gave an opinien, whxch they
had. 4 right to give,'and even: that :opinion was
never commaniicited to Marquis Wellesley, though
they meant «thatit should - when'.théy 'sent their
letter : for i the - .approval - of the King’s India’ Mi-

- nisters, - Had the letter been sent to Bengal,' that
and : Marquis Wellesleys reply would have been~

4.3"]2.:

pubhc doouments.
It is folly in'the extreme to assert, that Parln-

ment has been purposely kept in 1gnorance of the v

dctual state of India ‘since -the year 1784. ,Not

only was the attentlon of the House of Commons ‘

drawn annually to the’ subJect by1 Lérd Melvxlle,
but Sir Philip Francxs ‘and ‘other” members have
- occasionally - brought motions before the House

relative to the state of India! What has been the‘
' complamt of Sir Philip Francis?" That although '

it was a SlleeCt of the’ hxgheat xmportance, the
House was very thmly attended when ‘an India

questlon ‘was before 1t that an mdlﬂ'erence, al-

----------

" India debate. What remedy could be applied to
“the evxl of which Sir Philip- ‘Francis complains ?
‘No blame, at all _eve}nts,doat}‘ attach upon ‘the
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S, Court of‘ Dli‘eCtOt'S, o upcm HIS Majeqty s Indxa

n sSufnmg the soverengnty of- the Camatlc’,
] Sherldan has saxd “that: the' GOVemments ‘of
ﬂeng-al and Madras, and: the ‘King’s - India ‘Mx~
,msters, wel’e cnmmal “but: that - the Coutt ‘of
Dxrectors were the most. criminal.: ‘We were led
o beheve, therefare, that the Dnrectors had con-
| IR curred with: His, Majesty’s. India. mesters in : ap-
' provmg that transaction. - But: ‘we now find, - that
the act of the. assumptlon was . not transmxtted to
» the C‘o “'t‘,'of Directors, but to the Secret Comm
b;" - mlttee or,: in other words, to the ngs Indu ‘_
‘ Mxmsters and to them aIso all . the documents .
were sent,.on  which Maxquls Welles}ey formed‘
hls opmlon, that the Nabob of . the.Carnatic had
' by his treqchery, forfezted hzs rxght to the Carnatxc.
“Lord Castlereagh thoughyt' 50 00, ; approved what
\ : hgé rbeen done, -and has. avowed in, Parhament the '
| TQSPP,“,SIbﬂ}t}’ he had Jincurred by, that approbatlon. T
- Before the documents on which Lord Castlereagh
[ foxmed hlS ,;Opinion had been submxtted to the
: B Coux 't of Dxrectors, ,Mr. Sh_e_xj;dan proposed a par-
R flxamentary mqmry into: the transaction ;.- Jand: con- |
g - 'sequently it ; would have ‘been mdecent m :the-

“Directors, :as Mr. Grant Justly saxd to’ gnve an

3 _gpinion upon it pendmg the proceedmgs in Par—
L hament 6ol Lin : :
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