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3‘{ %3”3(7% H E def’uon concerning the Repeal

# % of the Prohibition upon the “Corn

gf /g@gﬁﬁ Diftillery, ‘has: by’ many People been

‘confider’d merely as a Competition

between the Landed Intereft and that ‘of ‘thé

w%%%%%%%%&%%%@”g%%%'
E CON%IDERATEONS e@@c,

Colonies, -and from * hence they decide'in a2

fummary way upon the. Merits of it ; but this

~ kind of Argument is quite foreign to the Pur~
- pofe ; for the only Confideration which has a

real Tendency to juftify or condemn the Policy
of any Propofition, is to difcover what would.

" be moft conducive to the Publick Good, not
whofe Intereft may be concerned. For m{’cance, |

"T'he two. great Objetts of the Bill under Coti-
fideration, are to prevent the exceflive Ufe of {pi-
ritous Liquorsat home, and to procure an Expor-
tation to foreign Parts. Now what Light will it
afford us in our Enquiry v, Whether thefe Points

are likely to be accomplithed by the Regula- :

tions of the Bill, to be told, that the Intereft’

of the Sugar Colonies is at atakc in Oppofition,

to the Landed Intereft: of this Country ? 'Ido”
allow this to be in fome meafure the cafe, tho™:
- not in the Degree which has been replefented
but as this Faé’c “when allowed, "does not con--";_

tribute to illuftrate the Qggaﬁon, I thall:adhigre

pgccxfely to the Meu*s and Policy of the
| Bill




»

“ghe Obje& of Parliame

e e oo e T

- However,

{z)

Bill, without emb‘rdiliﬁg myfelf in a very

- invidious and unavailing Conteft ;. and T will

.endeavour throughout to treat with equal Free-

dom and Candour, the Opinions of thofe who
have either patronized or oppofed. it. - -

" The Preliminaries to this Queftion may be
ftated in a fhort manner, thus, It has been
ntary Confideration for

many Years to puta Stop to the inordinate Ulfe

- of {pirituous Liquors among the common

People. Many ~Aé&s had been paflfed, but
none -found: in: any Degree effectual to this

defirable End, till- on‘sl"yvhich' took Place in

the Year 1751, This. Act impofed an addi-
‘tional-Duty of Seven Guineas upon a Ton of
: Spmt,and contained many: wile «Regalations’

with regard to Houfes licenced to {ell this per-

nicious Commodity. In this Condition Matters

flood till the Prohibition in the Year 1757,
which was intended as an occafional Expedient

. to encreafe the Quantity of Bread-Corn, by

preventing the Confumption in the Diftillery.
do another Confequence: followed,
which,tho” not the Object,might however natu-
rally have been expetted. The Price of Britifb

- made Spirits, - which after the Prohibition could
“only be diftilled from Melafles, rofe confidera-
‘bly, an

d it was found that the Confumption

di,mini,ﬂricd in;proportion}‘ This Hint could

-not efcape the Eye of Government.” The De-
termination was, by fome means or other to
keep the Price of - {pirituous- Liquors at that
- Hsight to which they had rifen upon the Pro-
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‘hibition. This was about 21 . 175,64, péf

_Ton above whit they had been before, , This

precife ;s._um, .Which;_ihs exceedingly near to the
Truth; is fixed upon becaufe it is mioft con- -

venient to lay a Duty which will correfpond to

it. .21 or 22 would not have fiitedifo well ta
the Mode in which it has been ufual to tix

fpirituous Liquors. -

The profent high Price of the Melafles-

 Spirit ié prefumed to be chiefly owing to- the
M_olggpgqupfiMelaifcs upon the great Demand
fince the Prohibition;. and in part t6 the Dear=

nefs of ; Mufcovado Sugat (and confequently
Melaffes) occafioned. by, the War,, The fisl
of -thefe Caufes would ceafe with.the Prohibi-

1?1011 of . thEMaIt Dlﬂillefy ceaﬁn g The lafk;,

being. an ‘accidentdl Cireumftanee; of meerly

an occafional Advantage which the Malt, has
over the Melaffés in the Time of Wat, . ié 1ot

to be confiderd in- the diftributive Queftion

between: the two Diftilleries; being no perma- -
" To obtain the Purpofes of the Bill twd

‘Things are reqhired;  Firft, To impofe fuch-a

Duty dpon the Spirit from Melafles; that it
fhall contintie 4t the ddvanced  Price notwith«

ftanding the Repeal of the Prohibition upon

the Malt Diftillery: And fecondly, To liy on.

fuch an additional - Duty. upon the Spirit of
Malt as thall raife its Price to d ¢ojfg‘e:f§ondibg;
Level; To perform this it will be neceflary te I

enquire, how fiuch per Ton the Melafles

Diftiller does a&tually pay in confequence of
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the Duties gh'cadj"z laid on?  In anfwer to

» which wéfind, that in confequence of a Duty

vof me 4. per Ton, the Melafles - ]?iﬁ%ller
g£y23517l4 IO}.)S' f:_ and no more:; Therefore if 2

‘niominal Duty of 25 2 4. produces the actual
xlll’z;frzge:htfof-'?b’fl. : ~gos ‘what nomi“ngl‘ Duty
willaGually produce the Paymentof 21 L. 175.64.
- the advanced -Price upon the Spirit of }.Melaffes
fince the Prohibition of the Malt Dlﬁl‘l‘lﬁl'y ?
“Thiswill appear to-be’ the Sum of 31 I 108
That is -to fay, Whatever Proportion the

. nominal Dty which is‘at prefent, bears to the

Duty diow: actaally--paid-to the Govern-
11?12:1}::, Ii?i-l?é‘ti—"' an’ gddi%bnél - nprx}}ngl - Duty
‘be laid Bearinig the fame Proportion to the en-

reafed Pricefince the Prohibition of the Malt
Diftillery ; ‘6f in other words, Let an equal
Sim to that which the' Monopolift of Mglgﬂeg,
"léx;yé- “upon’ the " Diftiller, ‘be 'la';d:'.vup‘o‘n the
Commodity itfelf: at the Still-Head Wl\“lel’% : ghag
M(?Er}ggcc%mphﬂl the fecond Point wzth ‘tcg"a‘rdl
to the Malt Diftiller, we muft take a fimilar

e A s A ddicion of Price.
Procefs, and ‘enquire what Addition of I

t“cf c’t)héi Malt Spirit will enable him to” meet the
Meélafles ‘Diftiller upon the. fame ’Iferms,‘ as
before the Prohibition. “‘Whatever that be, let

an ‘additional Duty be laid on which will
aGtually - produce

that ‘Sum. If a nominal
et oo did-befo Prohibition.

Duty of ‘197 125. d;d(}_)lfeyfgrcthg:,“_ ibition-
a&u};lly ;'p'rgeducb the Sun;1 of 171331 Wael"
on an additional

may b confequence dopend upon an addions

Tt o o £ AN LD
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Jmpoftof 24 /. 105. to produce 21/ 1735 64,
the Sum propofed *,~ - .

In the Reafoning above we have gone upon

.this Suppofition, - that if 19/ 12s. nominal

Duty produces 17/ 105. real, a double Im-~
_poft will produce a double Sum.. The Point
ftands thus;;  The Government has calculated
‘a Duty in.a certain Proportion upon the Wath
Jin the Malt Diftillery; . upon a Suppofition.that
20 Ton of Wafh will produce § Ton of low
‘Wines, and 3 Ton of Spirit, without confining
the Diftiller to any certain Quantity or Kind .of
Cornin a given Quantity. of Wath.  For any
one may. well imagine,.that from different
Quantities or Sorts of Grain, the Diftiller. can
draw more or lefs Spirit out.of 'the  fame Bulk
of Wath, - The Matter was, I Dbelieve,. very
judicioully afcertained as a Queftion of practical
Diuftillery for the moft.advantageous Method of -
working the Malt, but upon the Impofition of
a great Duty-upon -the Wath, the Diftiller

faved more in. the Duty than he loft in :the

difadvantageous Procefs by. making it ftronger

‘than according to the computed Proportion.

I thould imagine that the  Diftiller has made
his Wath as ftrong as it well can be, with.a’
| o | - View
’ *This', 'ihdéed; is not péffe&]j? aécﬁrate; fortho’xtbe
an Addition of the fame Duty per Ton,yet it is not an equal
Impofition, -4d walorem ; for the Malt Spirit ufed to ‘be-
before the Prohibition 36 L per “T'on, when the Melafles
Spirit was 38 /. They are now intended to be about [ VA
and 62 /. refpectively. Confequently the Male Dittiller
will be in a worfe Situation ; for the Advantage 2 /. is
greater ‘between 36/ and 38/, than between 60/, and 62 /.




us, it were a defireable Thing to'! Ine
more diret Method "of Taxation, that this

( 6 )

‘Views 6 fave upon the great Dutics which dre

at prefent, if fo he - canndt make it much

ftronger to'fave upon any.. o
I cannot help obferving in this Place (for

the Inftance before us is very ftriking) that this

pérplexed’ and unfkilful Method of laying
‘Taxes 1 atteided with many Evils. T fpeak
not-mefely as to the Revenue, which however

is rendered precarious ‘thereby.  If the Go-

vernment lay fuch Taxes as may be evaded,

how can they expeét that the People fhould -

not feize the Op})ortﬁﬁi_ty 5 nay';'f"fthey*do. pre-

fume this, and lay their Tax ‘accordingly ;
yet furely it is a great Error in Policy. to intro=
duce this Syftem-of Evafion and Connivance
between the ‘Government and its Merchants;
inftead of the contrary Principles of good Faith
and fair Dealing. ST

With Regard therefore to the Point before
to hit upon fome

Evil; or rather Train of Evils, might be a-
voided : = As - for - Inftance, if  inftead
of laying the "Duty upon -the Wafh;
which furnithes “fo ‘ready an Evafion by _the
Uncertainty of its Strength, it could be found’
pradticable to tax the Corn, a certain Quan-
tity of which, according to its Kind, yieldsa
certain Portion of Spirit, and no more.

The.
Dauty: thould indeed not be calculated upon the
Avarage Goodnefs of Corn, for then the Diftil-
ler would have ‘hisAdvantage by ufing the

beft, but by the W eight of each Sort of Grain,-

which

(7)
which is,,apprehendéd to be the Criterion c
:ihel %gadntig ‘of Spirit contained. i o o
 Indeed the moft diret-and explicit Method
‘would be, if poflible; to lay thg m@ﬁ?ﬁiﬂ
Still-Head, and the Simplicity of all the Re-
gulag&ns requifite, would itern}ﬁ one to think.
nothing more wanting to effet this ‘than a
real Defire, and a decent Degree of Attention ;
{or the Spirit being received as it comes from,
the Still into a Veflel called a Safe, it fhould
feem that if all Egrefs from this Veflel were:
under the difcretionary Power. of the Excife,
as likewife the Ingrefs to it from the Still, no.
Spirit could be fecreted or conveyed away,,
nor could there be 2 Poffibility of Fraud 011%’:
va_ﬁo_n; for as all the Spirit muit pafs throu h
this Safe, we might here. fecure a Kind gof
Turnpike, at which to levy the Ddty with.
mo{’c.ConveQience and Cvcr,tain,t'y.' The rh-e—‘~
chggmal Part might be fo conﬁx'uftéd; ‘that the,
Spirit as it comes from the Still thould by ‘clc}fea
Pipes unavoidably be conducted into the Safe,.
from whence it fhould not be evacuated but n;

“the Prefence of the Excifeman. A Model of -

this Apparatus might be given by the Excife,
and {o contrived, that the Intereft of the
Trade fhould not fuffer any Obftrucion in the
Procefs. For it fhould, by no means, be in
the Power of an Excifeman to plague the

Dittiller for any other Purpofe than to make .

him pay his Duty, and therefore.

um pay ‘his Duty, , . not .to. ftop.

pp,theﬁc{cefs to the Safe, but only to 'pc;eve(:]%-

the Spirit from being convey'd away through
| S 7T that
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that Apertufe; where it fhould only come in.

Neither fhould the Excifeman have Power to
detain the Spirit in the Safe beyond Reafon;
therefore, upon a certain Notice given to the
Excifeman to attend, the Diftiller thould have

a Right to the free Egrefs for his Spirit from

the Safe. 'This cannot even “be {ufpected as
any Extenfion of the Excife, for the Diftiller
is at prefent liable to all the vexatious Part,
without the Government reaping any Advan-
tage. ' o ’

“But to return to the Merits of the Bill, the

Principle is .undoubtedly juft, that the only
effetual Meéthod of preventing the common -

People from drinking {pirituous Liquors, is to
raife the Price, let us therefore examine how
far this is accomplithed. - S
It'is fuppofed that the Diftillers

ufe 4 Quarters of Wheat, 4 of Bar-

ley, and 4 of Malt, to ‘make a

"Ton of Spirit, therefore the Price

of the Grain to them is twice 41

for the Barley and Malt, and 4
times 30 5. for ‘the Wheat; a-

mounting to- 14 6 ©
‘The Price of making it 4 o0 ©

(But this Sum includes part of his own Profits;
for:the mere Expence of the Operation is not -
above 2 /. or 2 L 105, as I have been told

by Malt Dittillers, “who of courfe magnify
theerWnEXpenCCS) 4 , PR ¢

 The
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-~ Brought over -
The next Article is the real Duty
as paid before the Prohibition
Thg'?lthe additional Duty as by this
Then the additional Profit which
- the Diftiller muft expeé in con-

. fequence " of advancing’ {uch a :
- large Sum for the new Duty as -
21/. 175. 6d. at the Rate of
1o per Cent. -~ SR

Then the additional Malt Taxupon
5 Quarters of Malt o 10 o
Sum total of thefe Articles 59 19 6

- 'This is the State of the M.at»tér on one Side

of the Queftion : On the other the following
Deductions are infifted on. ¢» Qlow;ng

- ‘The Value ofﬁthﬁé. I‘z"f(h‘x,arters ‘of

Grains for the Hoggery is 17 -
- therefore the Corn ggnﬁ};med-lifx
- the -Still cofts him lefs by fo
- much -
In the next Place we muft obferve; -
that. the Corn is reckoned by
Weight at the Rate of 5o Pounds

: to the Bufhel,‘_f' which is full'a
- “Ninth Part lefs than if the Di-

ﬁi_llé;g were to ng‘?by Meafure,
~therefore we muft dedué for this - -
. - 1 10 O

18 o o
17 10 .0



( 10°)
Brought over | 210 ©
‘And as 1z Quarters thus reduced
make about 3o Gallons more
than the Ton, we muft al!ow a
proportionable Abatement in the
" Piice of a Ton of Spirit, a-
mounting to about - .. 1 10 Q@
As to the Payment of 17/ 1050 = ¢
out of 19 /. ‘125. many Peopl_e i
have Doubts; fome have fetit -+
_aslowas 14/ This Sum there-
" fore deducted from 17/ 108
. and. a correfponding -Sum from - -
" the new Dutyof 21/ 175. 0 d. |
- leave a Difference with'regard to " .0 -~
" thie Payment of the total future

.- Duties.of o 717 6
The Article' of the Two Guineas  ° ERE
" advanced in the Price on Account -7 - .
of the additional Duties, has
likewife -been thought extrava--- ~
ant, therefore we will abate on. |
this Account i 0.0 O
o 127 6
Which  being~ fubtracted from
g9l 195 6d. leaves. 47 12 Q

And as thlS is t}ie Extréme of t.’giofe‘ wha
are not Friends to the Bill, we might take -

the Medium, and fuppofe that a Ton of Spirits
« wi?l coft about 54 /. If this fhould really
prove fo, we may be reafonably contcntefgi 3
S | | for

R L S i i Ll

| ‘ (11)
for it is. well known that whilft the Price of
Spirits is above 5o /. per Ton, the-Confump#
tion cannot be very ' great among the common
People. R SR
It may not be improper to ftate in this Place
a Queftion, which has been much controverted
with Refpect to the Quantity of Duty paid
really per Ton upon the Malt Spirit, as having
Reference to the Price which we have juft now
ftated, and more efpecially as a Preliminary to
the great Point of Exportation, which is not
the leaft Objet of the Bill, of which we fhall
fpeak hereafter. The Queftion is this, the
nominal Duty upon a Ton of Malt Spirit be-
ing 19 /. 12 5.-how much does the Diftiller
really pay ? One Sett fuppofe 17 /. r1os. the
other affirm that he does not pay fo much.
In ‘Support of the firft, Opinion, that

the Diftiller pays 17/ 10 5. Duty for-a

Ton of Spirit, it is -obferved, that the Mi-
nifters of the Revenue and their Coadjutors in-
this Cafe, the Officers of the Excife, do una-
nimoully declare their Conviction, that he pays
this Sum upon an Average. The Malt Diftil-
lers themfelves do univerfally aver the fame.
'The Books of fome of the greateft Diftillers
have been examined upon Oath, and it ap-

- pears by them that upon the Average of a

great many ‘Thoufand Ton, 17 /. 10 s. per
‘Ton and upwards, has been paid for Duty to
the Government. ‘The laft Argument is de-
rived from the Groflnefs of the Fa&. - Can it
be fuppofed that it has been the univerfal Prac-.

: A Ca tice
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tice to fecréte'30 Gallons in every Ton, or ons

Ton in nine, which is about the fame ‘Thing,
without Difcovery from the Officers of the Ex~
cife or Revenue, for {o many Years as this
Duty has been levied. Lo

. Thofe on the other Sidé of »the_ Queftion,:

endeavour to invefligate the Truth of this

Matter through the Procefs of the Operation.

It is faid that 12 Quarters of Grain infufed in.
12 Times 110 Gallons of Water, conﬁ%tt.ltgsf
the Wath, from which one Ton of Spirit is
extracted. Some have aflerted, thata Quarter

* of Corn requires 120 Gallons of Water, others

have f{aid no 'more than an 100, therefore the
Medium is ‘110 Gallons per Quarter. . The

next Step is to enquire how the Excifeman is

to charge the Duty upon this Ton of Spirit
"f’h_e original Method was to charge it upon the
Spirit itfelf ; but as the Spirit is contained in {o

{mall a Bulk, it was found that t}‘xe Diftiller
could fecrete a Part ; ‘and that {ufficient Regu-

lations had not been provided againit this Kind
of Fraud ; therefore 2 fupplemental Method

was contrived, and Power given to the Excife- '_
‘man to gauge the Wafh, which cou d not b\ev .
{ecreted. and to charge upon one Quarter of

the Wath, the Duties payable upon low Wines
or Spirits of the feft  ExtraCion, and upon
‘3-sths of the low Wines, or 3-20ths of ‘the

" Wath, to charge the Dutics payable upon

firong Waters. Let us ‘with thefe data .é:xa-
mine the Matter. The Daty upon low Wines
is 4 d. per Gallon, that upon Strong Waters,

. ’ . ’ . I Sn
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(13) |
1 5. the Number of Gallons ufed to infufe 12
Quarters of Grain, at 110 Gallons per Quarter,
is 1320. A Quarter of this being 330 Gallons
to be charged with 4d. per Gallon 5 10 o
3-sthsof thelow Wines, or3-2oths i
of the Wafh, being 193 Gallons, -
to be charged with 1 s. per Gallon, ¢ 18 o

making together - 15 8 °_ 

Therefore if the Diftiller ufes‘ no more than

“this Quantity to infufe the Grain neceflary to

produce a Ton of Spirit, this Sum 15/ 8.
is the whole that he pays per Ton. Thefe
Quantities have been aflumed upon an Average,
and the whole Strength of the Argument de-
pends upon having affumed them juftly, for if

- he does ufe more Water per Quarter. of Corn

than this, to make his Wafth, or if he ufes
more Corn, which confequently requires more
Water, in either of thefe Cafes he will pay

“more in his Duty per Ton.

- It may not be amifs to fpecify -the Sums
which will arife from ufing 120 Gallons:of
Water, to each Quarter of Corn s as likewife
according to the Rate of 100 Gallons to the
Quarter, that we may be able to afcertain the
particular Iffue, in any Cafe hereafter depend-
ing upon the Aflumption of any one of thefe
Opiniens. At 120 Gallons per Quarter, twelve

- Quarters ‘require 1440 Gallons, -one-fourth

being 360 Gallons, at 44, -6 o o
T R : 3-5ths




-~ Wath, being 216 Gallons at 15,

| The‘NeW Duties will be. |
Sum Total of the future Duties 34 13 ©

‘Brought over
3-5ths of this, or 3-20ths of the

6 o o

~per Gallon

Making tbgethef ,'

. 1006 o
: ‘ : 16 1_6 o
At 100 Gallons of Water per Quar-
tcr; 12z Quarters require 1200
“Gallons, 1-4th, being 300 Gal-
-lons at 4 d. per Gallon 5 o @
3-5thS of this ng.ntity, or 3-2oths
of the Wafh being 180 Gallons.

N

“at 15. per Gallon' 9 o o
Making 't(vj»,gether;f 14 o o

‘he Sum, of all 'the,Duties,Whi_ch wil_l.be ,
* upon Spirits, after this Bill takes Place, according
to the three foregoing Suppofitions, will ftand.

thus,

The Duties before the Billha?ingbéen 15 8 o

The Ddtiesb&fbréthé'Bil)lhavingbée,n 14 © O
' | 17.10 0O .

The New Duties will be
Sum Total of the future Duties

J e e

"As the Government have prefumed the Du- =
ties hitherto paid to amount to 17/, 10 5. they .

likewife fuppofe, that the New ;Dutiesy, will

produce

TheDut:iesbefc»ircthc Biﬂ havingbé¢n 16 16. o
. ThyevNe_'v'v Duties will be . 21 _o o
Sum Total of the future Duties 37 16 o

19 § O

31 10" ©

- this laft Opinion.”

(15) |
produce 21 /. 17 5. 6 d.- making together 39/
7 5. 6d. Thefe Sums therefore, we - {hall af-
{ume, when we ftate that Side of the Queftion,
and the Medium of the -three above-men-
‘tioned, when we fpeak for thofe who have
‘been Adverfaries to the Bill.  The" Difference
between the nominal -and real Duties s ob-
tained by fubtracting the refpective Sums-from
441 2s. TheBountyis 1/ 105 per Tonin

- every Cafe. Thefe Matters being laid down
as indifpenfable Preliminaries to the Difcuffion

of the fubfequent Arguments, let us proceed
to confider what Part we fhall take in the
‘Queflion juft now ftated with regard to Duties
really paid upon a 'T'on of Spirit hitherto.
"We muft cither {fuppofé on the oné Hand,
‘that there is fome Miftake in this Inveftigation
‘which we have juft gone through, ‘which is
moré than poflible, confidering more efpecially
how " precarious a Science it is to detelt’ the
Subterfuges and Evafions  of ‘one Side 'by ‘no

‘better Evidence than the .'.S;ubtéi'fuges"and‘ Eva-
fions of the other ; and how: iueg'iﬁni,été:*ﬂia%

‘T'ruth is, which is begottén:betw‘éenfthe'qu'é'I

and- oppofite Falthoods: 6r we muft on thé
other Hand {uppofe, that the Governmeént'and

" the Office of Excife, who have never been
. charged with Inattention to an Afticle of thé
‘Revenue, have been, and ftill remain ‘obftié
‘nately determin’d in this great’ Error, which

is {6 much to their own Detriment.  Formy

- Part, 1 'a'nn‘otr‘by any means CO,iHC,idC{".*’:Viﬂ;i |

The
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| 'Add to this t}ie‘:B;)iAi"ritytiponithc ;

_ {16)
The Suppofition that the Diflillery pays no

‘more than 14/ or 15/ per ‘Ton, {eems to be
~ liable to- this Objection, which is rather a col-
“lateral and circumftantial one, than bearing

~any direct Proof with, it. Let us take the
~aft Sum as ‘the leaft ‘unreafonable : then the

‘Daty being 15/ and the Draw-back upon

‘the Exportation of the raw Spirit 19/, 125
the Difference which the Exporter

 gainsis 4 4 ¢~

rm——ce—

. Exportation of 2 Ton of Spirit
o Makmg PR 514 o

ThlS therefore has ‘been the Bonus upon the
“Exportation of a Ton of raw Spirit. Now if the
Difference was {o greatas here reprefented, why

_wasit not tranfported to fome foreign Country,

.and- there rectified for thofe foreign Markets
which the Dutch doat prefent {upply? I {ay raw

. 'Spirit, becaufe there is not the {ame Encou-
~ ragement upon the Exportation of "that which
"is retified ; the Draw-back and Bounty toge-

ther, in that Cafe amounting to no more than
141 14 5. per Ton, which is lefs than the

the Bonus would. be 7/ 25 per Ton, and
therefore the ‘Argument much f{tronger; but
the Duty having been 17 /. 105 the Advantage
Tasonlybeen 3/ 125. . Onefhould have thought
that this' would have produced the Effe& here

’ Duty!p)a_id’.;' If the Duty paid were only 14 /.

fuggefted, but in Confideration that the Dutch

L L e

I 10 O

(i7)

haveCoais Corn and Labour, at 4 little
‘have Coals, Lornand , at d little chedper
Bz}t_ﬁ,; and of the additional Expences of %é%ﬁ: |
and new Correfpondencies, and likewife the. |
Probability that the Government would hiave

ftoppedit when they found that they lofk, 37. 125,

upon every Ton, we may fuppole that the Diffe

rence might not be a very great Objé&té‘%eéﬁéi
already poflefled of a Trade, chﬁﬁned\tb}‘évgefj}rx
few Hands and therefore very adsf,_é}{tagééﬁ‘s;‘ 'f

But in Proportion as any one finds himfelf at a_

Lofs to explain this Problem, Why we h: '
Share of the foreign Trade, by }éiﬁi?nfia: iﬁ‘; |
raw Spiit in this Country, and exporting wich

fuch | Advantage to be rectified and compound-
cd in fome foreign one, in the fame Degree.
does he not tacitly ackhlecdgg{‘théﬁlikfeslihoéd:,

of the Difliller’s paying not lefs than a Duty .

of 17/ 1035, per Ton upon fuch'S Sirit P
. R R a . - oL - > t ? [

of the’ Term Proof Spirit. There f S
be a Proof Spirit for Sale of a higher ngﬁi}g",
than the Excife Proof. Therefore it is a very

~

P%Y.;a: DUty of 17/ 105, per Ton upon a -
Spirit of the ordinary Strength atfv‘v'hiflf nh'ii R
Cuftomers expect to be fupplied, yet if fo
- much Watér were to be added t fuch a Ton

of Spirit as to reduce it to excife Proof. he
would be found to pay a lefs Sum pe‘fffalf -
Suppofe, for Inftance, that it is the Caftom tg.
fell ‘the Spirit for home Confumption 30
Gallons above Proof; the Diftiller rnight, wih
a very fafe Confcience, fwear that he“;fé')}s a :

b Duty

poffible Thing that the Diftiller may, bons fids,
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Duty of 17/ 1035, per Ton upon fuch Spirit :
Yetif he were to export this, he would not be
fuch a Fool as to claim no more than ‘the
Draw-back and Bounty for a Ton, becaufe the
Law would entitle him to the Draw-back and
Bounty upon One Ton and 3o Gallons; and
confequently he would not pay fo large a Duty

er Ton, if we fpeak as to Exportation Proof.
I'would compound the Matter thus : We will
allow, on one Side, that the Diftiller pays
171 105. per Ton for that which is ufed in
~ the home Confumption. How much lefs than
this he pays for Exportation I would have to
be limitted by the Argument juft now ftated.
We find that a Bonus of 3/ 125 per Ton
will not turn the Courfe of Trade into the
Method of making the raw Spirit in England,
and re@ifying in fome foreign Country. Would
the Addition of 20, 30, Or 405. have this

- Effe&?  Whatever would be {ufficient, let us

take the Sum next below, and fuppofe the
Duty which is paid upon Exportation Proof to
bé regulated by that Proportion. Indeed the
Circumftances of Sufpicion are {o ftrong, that
it 'would be unfair to refufe this Allowance.
The Evidence of the Diftillers and their Books

- will fuit with this Idea, neither does it carry any
Imputation upon theBoard of Excife, whocan "

only be fuppofedto know how much is payed per
Ton of that which is made for Sale, .and ‘not

what would have been according to the Ex-
portation Proof, if any Quantity to Apeak of
had been exported. For their Experience

: n exported.  FOn R A e

{

cured to us.’ Now in the firft Place it is by
SR ace 1t 3
-no means proved that the'%ntitybf l\f/_[ellj;ﬁ%};

does extend 1(19)"' |
es extend to the one Cafe, and not to the
other. Having difcuffed this Mattrzz?‘t"i? tt:lI:: |
beft manner that I am able, I muft once for
all afTumg, that 17 /. 105, is the real Duty paid =
per Ton upon the Malt Spirit for home CF:)n-"l"'
{um}fnon. What Refpe& this Conclufion is
SO° nave towards the Exportation of redified
pirit will appear in its proper Place, but the
only Application which I make of it thus far,
i\s/j with regard to the prefumptive Price of the
alt Spirit after the Dittillery fhall be opened ;
Whmh. according to our former Calcalations
we will fet at 54 /. per Ton. o
An Objection has been made to this Point
vvh.lcth very deferving of Notice in this Place.
It is faid that we find from Fa&, that the
Price of the Spirit from Melaffes was ;boveéol.-:

© perTon, while the Malt Diflillery was prohibit-

ed; and moreover that the Quanti .
ed; ity of Melaffes
;1sf itfelf limited, and ‘confequengy théc aEﬁ\:ii
S.Dfam-dl‘mk;mg limited 5 for People can
rink no moré of any {pirituous -Liquor than’

there is to be'had of it; therefore why fhould

we give ‘up a Certainty for an Uncertai :

‘ RS A . certainty ;
that thzs,lsft__akmg a Chance of being fruﬁf‘a't}éd
in our good Purpofes, which are alréa“a‘y’ fe-'

s émi_md 5 for if the Prohibition were likely:
oo Ccome perpetual, can any one give Security,
tha hore Melaffes would not be imported, or’
Cnc(.:t,‘ﬁ;;n :tg"pex.'pctplrg‘l ',Pr.dh'ibi';’ic‘)'n‘~.'.f7$;é“115_,fdv:l"i6ty -
; Quragé, the -Importation * of - Mufcovado;”
: - more




 ing the Diftillery.
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inore perhaps for the Sake of the Melaﬁ%s than
- the finer Parts of the Sugar ; and altho’ this

mi ght be attended with fome Iraprovement of
our Colomes, yet that Part of the Amument
muf’c fail, wviz. That there would not be a

fuﬁiment Q_antlty of Spirit to poifon’t the Peo-
p]e Befides  in Cale of fuch abfolute Scarqty, |

our good rnends the Duz‘cb would not fail in,
their Affiftance to fupply us with Spirit, dlﬁxlled
perhaps from our own Corn.

In the next Place we muﬁ conﬁdei, what
are hkely to be the Confequence° of not opene.
We know how Prong the
Call of the landed Intercft has lately been,
that it ihould be opened Then may we not_
feafonably expedft ¢hat it will be much greater
4 Year or two hence, efpeelally if 'we fhould

have a great Plenty of Corn, the Landed Man.
| and ‘the Farger will be outrageous at bemg de-

priv’ 'dof this mppofed lar ge Vent. “The Duties
“which are laid on'are very high, and therefore
itis prefumed that " the Confumptxon at Home
will  be ‘fmall in Proportion.- Now if the
Prohlbxtlon were to be, continped  till greater
Plenty {hall come, the Clamor would be{o great
g0 have itopen’d, that the Diftillery would not

‘ readlly 1ubm1t to the high Duites exa&ed at
| prefent 5 therefore this feems to be the critical

Juné’cure, at’ which we can ‘make  the bef}

Terms in Favour of the Regulatlons neceﬁary ;
o be enforced, for the Sdfety of the People.

“Ithasbeen faid, that the high Duties laid upon

prrxtuous quuors, bemg fo much”above the

intr mﬁc

| Country were higher, he ‘would find

T ST ~ > —

jgot it out to Sea
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'1

: intrinfic Value of the Materials and Mat)u,-‘

faQure, wxll be great Encouragement
Smuggling, and to Re- landing. Thefe Ob-

vvvvv

jections have updoubtedly great Weight, ‘there-
fore to obtam a more precife Idea of the Nature
and Extent of tnem, we muft take Notxpe of
the Dxf?erence between Smugglmg and Re-
Eandmg, as likewife in what ercumﬁagces

they are alike. To explain myfelf in this parti-

cular Cafe, vthe Coft of a Ton of Spm.t would

be about 14 /. if no Duty were laid on, but
as there is an Impoﬁuon 39/ 7: 64d. per
Ton, in this Country the fair Trader capnot

~ fell under 534 75 64d. Now the Market

Price of a Ton of Spirit, is lefs than 13 /. in
Holland, therefore the Smuggler can run it in,
and afford to fell it for 20/ or 251, after all
the Expences and Rifks of that defperatc Pro-
feflion  are allowed for. If the Duty in thls
greatec
T emptatlons, and more Emolument from his
Trade.
Wou’d do. EIf he. were to receive no Boun-
ty upon xportauon,’ nor any .more. for
Drawback than he had pald in the Duty, hc
would be ceteris paribus, upon equal Terms
with the forexgn Smuggler, for he would
haye hxs Spirit at prime Coft, when' he had
(2 like Allowance, be-

ing. made for Freight in both Cafes). mdeed
he would have fome Difadvantage in re-

. quiring a greater Capital, to enable, him to ad~ |
yance. large a Duty, betwcen the Txme of

paymw

. . :

Now let us fee What the Re-lander -
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paying it, and receiving the Drawback; but
as he is entitled to a Bounty by Law, and
reaps moreover an illegal Profit by paying lefs
than the nominal Duty, and receiving the

~ whole nominal Duty in the Drawback, thefe

Circumftances conftitute the peculiar Advan~

- tage which he has over the foreign Smuggler ;

‘This is the chara&eriftical Difference between

them. In general thefe Terms are ufed pro-
‘mifcuoufly, as meaning thefame Thing, whereas

there is a' very eflential Difference.

“We proceed to enquire what evil it is that
we have to guard againft, in the prefent In-
ftance : Whether meerly Smuggling on Ac-
count of the high Duty laid on, or whether
there be not a particular Advantage thrown
into the Hands of the Re-lander, which will
not only give him greatly the Oddsof the 8mug-
gler, but which will become fo large a Temp-
tation to his unlawful Trade, as to require the

Il" friGeft and moft fevere Regulations to counter-,

a&. The Englifb Diftiller is to pay for Duty
upon a Ton of Spirit, the Sum of 39 /. 7s.
6 d. but if he enters the Spirit for Exporta-
tion, he is to receive the Drawback of the
wholenominal Duty, amountingto 444 2s. The

- Difference is 4/. 145. 6d. in Favour of the Re-

lander. "To this muft be added a Bounty of 1/
10s. to be allowed for the Exportation of a

' 'Tonof retified Spirit making together 6/. 4. 6;1‘."
| . This Sum is upon Suppofition that the Diftiller’ "
pays 39 /. 7 5. 6d. for the Duty upon Expor- -~
tation-Proof, whereas, if it fhould turn out’

that
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( 23) | .
that he only pays this upon a Sale-proof Spirit,
of a higher Standard than that by which he
is entitled to the Draw-back, the following
Arguments will be much ftronger, but we will
take the moft favourable Suppofition. Now
when the Smuggler and Re-lander meet at Sea,
if they compare Notes the Smuggler will fay,
I buy my Spirit in Holland, where Corn, Coals
and Labour are cheaper than in England, and
I can afford to fella Ton at lefs than 13 /. and
gain as much as an Englifbman could gain'by.
felling at 14 /. The Re-lander on the other
Hand will fay, itis true, that I could notget a
living Profit if I were to fell my Ton of Spiri¢
under 14 /. (I fuppofe the Expences of Smug-
gling and Re:landing to be equal) but the Go-
vernment of England allow me a Bounty of 6 /.

4 5. 6 4. upon every Ton of Spirit that I ex- :

port, therefore what cofts to Smuggler 13 /.-
only, ftands me in 7/ 155 64 per Ton.
which is fuch an infinite Advantage in Favour of -

. the Re-lander, as muft turn the chief Part of

this Contraband Trade, in effe@®, into the .
Pratlice of Re-landing, though itmayretain the
Appearance of Smuggling.  For if the Sniug-
gler knows his Bufinefs, he will purchafe his

- Spirit where he can have it at the cheapeft Rate,

and that will be at any Place to which the 6/,
4's. 6.d. will enable the Exporter to carry it,
‘Thus the Smuggler will be the Perfon who ap-
pears in the Tranfaltion, while the Relanderis
all the Time behind the Scenes. Let us con-

' ﬁde; in the next Place, under ‘what Shape the

. Re-—landing




Re-landing will be attempted. . Cértificates
qrid othier Regulations aré propofed, to fecure
£ fli¢ Goveinment the attual Ddlivéry of the
Spirit, in fome foreign Parts before the Draw-
- back and Bounty are given. If thefe Regu-
lations thould be effectial, in s great a De-
grée gs it is-poflible, yet the Evil is ot con-
juered,  for it may be carried on under the
San@ioni, and in attual Conformity to the Law.
Suppofe for Inftance, that a Merchant exports’
100 Ton, the original Price at
14l perTon
The Bonus which he receives
from' the Government when
the Spirit is actually landed in
* fome foreign Part, at the Rate ,
of 64 45. 64d. per'Ton Kzzﬁ( 10 ©

1400’ o o

This'Sum deducted from the for-
. mer leaves
"The Freight Abroad, unlading
the Spirit, and re-lading again
with the Return-Freight, to
FEngland at 11 per Ton, en=

- creafes his Charge to | 877 10 O
"Then it is run in, and {ome of his own Affo=
ciates informs againft him, and for his Infor=-

. miation receives " Half the Spirit W

that is to fay 5o Ton. Now as the Parner=

fhip has' been at. the Charge of 877 /. 10ss
for so Ton of Spirit, or 17/ 105. per Tony
whatever it is fold for above that is clear Gain.

This is" a Compolitien* of Re-landing  and
AR - | Smuggling.

777 10 @

hen feized;

| (25 )
Smuggling... I have now ftated the Matter in
the moft difadvantageous Way, but if any

" Practice fhould obtain- of procuring forged Cer-

tificates, or fome fimilar Expedient to evade

the Law, this Evil- will be infinitely greater. |
No one can pretend  to forefee, and therefore
no one can prevent all the poffible Ways of
evading any Law, if the Temptation to évade
it be fufficiently ftrong. How can the Go-
vernment be fure that their own Officers may
not aflift ? In the Cafe juft fuppofed, it would
be worth while to this re-landing Smuggler to
bribe the Cuftom-houfe Officer, as high as
500 /. to permit him to re-land the 100 Ton
entire. What are the Difficulties of thofe who
deal in thefe infamous Practices, or what
Weight any Regulations may have to prevent
them, I am quite ignorant, ‘having never
Eiv;d in a Sea-port Town, or near to the Coaft;

therefore I will not prefume to enlarge upor;

this Point, but recommend it to the pl'udent

- and circumi{pec Confideration of thof¢, who -
- have Knowledge and Experience, - -

Ee‘fore we leave this- Subject, we muft ex--
pla‘m‘ one Diflin@ion farther, which is the moft
material of all. We have fuppofed, (and "I.
think our Footing to be firm in this Suppofition)
that the Spirit may be afforded at the Price of

17/ 105 by the Re-lander. The Price of

the Market is 54 /. per Ton to the fair Trader.

HNow if this Re-lander fells his Spirit at fo
high a Price as 5o/ he will indeed drive the |
fair Trader out of the Market, or compél him

B to
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0 fimilar Pra&ices in his own Defence. Every
one will recolle& that there is a certain Trade
~ n'otoriouﬂy carried on in this very manner, and
which has been fo carried on for many Years,
But in the prefent Cafe this Oppreflion upon
* the fair Trader is but half the Evil to be fear-'
ed, for thefe re-landing Smugglers will not
be contented to fell the Spirit at the Price of
50 I. at which the common People :could not
get it, but they will be enabled, if they find
it more advantageous, -as they probably mu.ﬁ',
ta {ell it at 28 L. or 30 L. a Ton, at which Price
the common People can afford to drink it, ra-
ther than with three times the Profit at {o
i;efry limited a Market as that high Price
would caufe it to be. This would compleatly
‘undo the fair Trader, and at the fam‘e;:
time toz:élly‘ defeat the great Object of ‘t‘hla
Rill, which is to leffen the home Conf{umption

of {pirituous Liquors. May, we fhall be in-

a Situation infinitely worfe than before the
 Prohibition, as far as relates to Smuggling ;
for at that time the Duty paid upon a Ton of
re&ified Spirits was 17 /. 104 whereas the
Draw-back allowed at Exportation amounted
to no more than 14/ 14s5. .th_,eré;fore there
was no fraudulent Advantage to encourage
re-landing, and in confequence it was only the
Evil of Smuggling which was to be guarded
againft. Whereas at prefent, left a Duty of

40l. per Ton fhould not be a fufficient Tempta-

tion to the Smuggler, we give an additional
Premium of 6/ 4. 64. to the Re-lander. ...

=

(279
-1 have now gone through the Affair of
 Smuggling and Re-landing, which finithes
the Confideration of the Diftillery as far as
relates to domeftick Confumption and Policy
with all its Confequences ; and the Iflue of
the whole Matter is, that we with to ufe as
little of any {pirituous Liquor at home. as
poflible ; but to make Compenfation for

this, it is propofed to give fuch an En-

couragement upon the Exportation “as  fhall
{ecure to the® the foreign IMarket. We have
juft now fet the Bonus upon Exportation with
a View to re-land, at 6/ 45 6d. per Ton,
but in the Cafe of Exportation for Sale at foreign
Markets, we muft dedu&t 10s. for the new
Malt Duty which has been laid on this Year;
for the Merchant cannot re-imburfe himfelf for
this Tax upon the foreign Confumer, tho’ the
Re-lander will plead this at the Englifh Market
to raife his Price : Therefore the Sum in Quef-

 tion at prefent is § /. 14 5. 6d. per Ton.

- The Advocates for giving this Bonus offer
two Reafons, firft, that it will encourage the
Growth of Corn; and, fecondly, that it will
fecure to us the ManufaCture of this Corn into
Spirit.  The Merit of the firft Part of this
Queflion ftands upon the fame Foundation as
the Bounty Bill for the Exportation of Corn ;
therefore I have been furprifed to hear Ob-
je€tions made to the Quantity of Wheat ufed
in the Diftillery ; for Wheat expoited is as far -
from touching the Lips of Englithmen in thé
Shape of Food, as Wheat converted into a
S E 2 ' {pi~
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{pirituous Liquor ; and we are juft come from
the Experience, that the Government has laid
Hands upon the Corn which had been raifed
for the Diftillery, as well as that. which had
~been cultivated for Exportation in the late Scar-
“city of .Corn. A plain Proof that the greater
the Confumption of Wheat in Time of Plenty,
the greater Refources we have to keep off the
Day of Famine. It would be happy for the
French, or any Wine-growing Country, if by
prohibiting " occafionally the Exportation of
_Brandy, the People could live upen Grapes
“in the Dearth of Provifions. This by the by.

" Let us now proceed to afcertain the Limits

of the firft Part of this Queftion, in which we .
muft attend to this Principle, that it is becaufe

the Exportation of Spirit occafions a Confump-
tion of Corn that a Bounty. is propofed.
Therefore our Rule muft be to allow as much
per - Bufhel, or per Quarter upon the Corn
confumed to make fuch Spirit, as it allowed

‘upon the -Corn exported in Confequence of
According to the 6th of

the Bounty-Bill. ,
Geo. II. Cap. 17. a2 Bounty of 1/ 105 was

‘allowed upon- the Exportation of a Ton of

Spirit, upon Suppofition “that 12 Quarters of
Malt or Barley were ufed to make it; but the
Difiillers feem now to lay a Claim to the
Bounty upon 8§ Quarters of Barley or Malt,

~and 4 of Wheat, which would amount to

105 more; but this is not argumentative, for
if 12 Quarters of Malt ever would make a

Ton of Spirit, they will now ; and the only

. ’

Purpofe

as to juftify

(29)
Purpofe for which the Diftillers put Wheat ifito
the Compofition, is to make more than a Ton
from the fame Bulk of Wath. . Added to this,
the Value of the Grains for the Hoggery, and
the Method that the Diftillers are got into, of

- reckoning their Quarters of Corn by Weight

inftead of Meafure ; all thefe Confiderations
will cancel his Right to the additional 10 s.
In fhort, if 8 Quarters of Malt or Barley, and
4 of Wheat, were put into the Wath, ‘and
the whole- Virtue extraGed till the Grains
were “abfolutely of no Value for theﬂHog-Q
gery, and moreover, if thefe 12  Quarters
were taken by Meafure, and not by Weight,
in this Cafe I fthould not think that there could

“be-any Doubt of their makinig fo'much more

‘than one Ton of Spirit of Exportation-Proof
| ify the Deducion of the 104 in
Quettion ; for the Exporter of Spirit muft not
be allowed a Bounty upon a greater Quantity

of Corn than does a&tually enter into the Ton

of Spirit *. - At leaft, this cannot be juftified
from the Principle of the A& of the 6th of

- S | - the
% Tt is faid in this Place, that the Expdrtef&f Corn

- is indeed allowed but 25. 6d. upon 2 Quarter of Malt or

Barley,. and 5s. upon Wheat, but that by Frauds in
Meaﬁlrmg at Exportation, it proves more in Fa& :
L'herefore let us make a correfponding Allowance to the

- Exporter of Spirit. This.is, to be fure, contrary both to

the Letter and Spirit of the Bounty-Bill, and I fear it fel- -
dom happens otherwife in the cafe of Bounties ; but if this
be known and connived at in the Exportation of Corn, for
any other Reafon but mere Indolence, the fame Connivance
and Partiality fhould be fhewn to the Exporter of Spirit,

But this Difference is not worth taking into the Account,
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the King, or from the ‘Tenor of our prefent

Reafoning. V o

" Theretore, 1/ 105, is the Sum which the
Publick has allotted for the Exportation of
the raw Commodity. - How much more would

it be reafonable to allow for the Encourage-
ment of the Manufa&ture ? Would an addi-

~ tional Premium of 4/ 4s. 6 d. be the proper
 Sum ? Indeed we may put the Merits of this

Queftion upon a very thort Iffue, and venture to

bring in ourVerdi¢tin the Negative. Hasitever
been thought worth while to give more than the
‘Expence of the whole Manufature; to encou-
rage any Manufacture? In the prefent Inftance,
the Coft of converting the Corn into Spirit, is not
‘above 40 or 5os. per Ton, yet we are to give
double the Sum by Way of Encouragement.
How. would this appear in another Inftance.
~ Suppofe the Manufacture of a Piece of Cloth
to coft 20 /. would any one be juftified in the
Eye of the Public, to propofe a Bounty of 4.0/.
to encourage the Exportation of every fuch

the Purpofe, to enlarge upon fo clear a Point.
I muft infert one Caution in this Place, that
this Queftion does not confift of two Parts

ported, and the remaining 4% 4s. 64d. for the
Manufactire 3 for this would imply that the
- firft Sum of 1 /. 105 did not alt as an En-

5l

Picce? But indeed it would be Time fpent from

~ diftin& from each other, fuppofing that we -
ive 1/ 105. on Account of the Corn ex-

couragement to the Manufature ; ‘whereas we -
muft obferve, that it is the aggregaté Sum.

( 31)

- % %14 s. 6 d. which is really and finally fo:
~ This is a very artful and miflleading Dif-
tin@ion ; therefore we muft ftate the Quefi

tion fimply thus : Shall we give 5 /. 145, 64,
to encourage the Manufacture of Corn into
Spirit ? The Anfwer to this, follows from the

laft Argument @ jfortiori. If any one doubts

whether the Bounty wupon the Corn is in
this Cafe, a Bounty upon the Manufacture, the
Anfwer is this, thatin all Cafes the Exporter re-
ceives the Advantage of the Bounty : el'go, in

this Inftance, the Exporter of the Spirit. Many

People feem to' think that it is the foreign Con=
fumer, or Manufacturer, who receives the
Bounty, whereas the Matter ftands thus : -In
Holland fuppofe, the Price of Corn upon an A-

verage is lower than in England, and yet we
want to fell our Corn at their Market ; what

muft be the Confequence? The Farmer will

not fend it to Holland at that Difadvantage,
therefore the Publick muft pay the Difference
if we mﬁﬂ: upon’ having the Market, Either
Corn according to the natural Price of Things i$
lower in Holland, than in England, or it is our
Bqunty‘ upon the Exportation which occafions
thls.‘ If it be according to the-natural Courfe
of Trade (as it really is) no one can ~c0'mplaixi
that we give Bounties to a foreign Country. I
it be our Exportation that lowers the "Pri’C'e;
then the Engli/h Diftiller avails himfelf of thé
fame Advantage, and can no longer COnipla‘izi

that the Dutch get Corn at a cheaper Rate ; be-

ing himfelf likewife benefited 'by the Bounty:’
. o In
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64 Sum
t, 4 1. 45. 64d. of the aggregate Sum
;12 ‘ﬁi‘léoéeivgsfgr the Encouragement of his
Manufacture, and 1. 105 to enable him to
* buy his Corn cheaper ; a Diftinction in Words,
but where is the Difference ! o

This Matter being ftated, I think we are fo
féfrliq'gclislfiﬁiﬁ 'ourlArgumém, that}wha;ev.er be
thé \pfop-cr Enc()uragen,t,‘ 5. I 14 S. 6f ;s cer-
tainly too much. We m;ght there o'Le_prol-c-_1
ceed, as many do, to confider vyhat_xt woulc
be worth while to give ; but I think the bette{i
~ Way would be to enquire what is the lea

Sum that will be fufficient, as. being a‘f_m_o(r’cc*:i
“p'rop‘er %ﬁion ‘for the Public to .be,mformg ,
of, than to be told how much it would be

w I ' btain
h while to give, rather than not obtai
| X&f‘ E\rYd. Suppgofe for Inftance, that there

]

fhould be Reafon to believe (and the contrary .

¢ yet been proved) that the Bounty
‘Svﬁiclﬁéi‘;eat grefent_ given upon the Exportation
of the Corn, being transferred to the ,re&xﬁcsi |
Sp‘iyrit,"w'ould effe¢t our Purpofe : Would it

ery prepofterous to pay voluntarily a

: P(r)za:t?: Igrici,pbelz‘éufe in Cafe of _Neccﬁﬂy, we

would rather do fo than fail ? ‘This becom1¢)§fa

Matter of Bargain and Sale, betweqn'ﬁhe :l-i
" gller and . the Government ; the le’ud i)r })Vlf

fay to himfelf, 1/ 105 would indee ‘f% a -
ficient to enable me to export, but if 1 ca

‘make - the: Government beli;v_e the contrary,
| Ezl;ev&iil(‘:givevz;o or 5o Shillings rather than be.

‘ ’ e fon juft in tha
fruftrated. The Government ria‘ Jutln the
oppofite Way (at leaft they ought) we /728
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Bounty of 1/ 105 for the Exportation
of Corn; and we know, that it is more
than "enough for that Purpofe ; perhaps,
therefore, if we were to transfer this to the
Diftiller, it would be a fufficient Encourape-
ment to him to export a Ton of Spirit, which
containing as we prefume; a correfponding
Quantity of Corn, is {o far juft; according to the.
Principle of the Bounty-Bill ;: and moreover we
fhould by this Means obtain a Manufatture :
for altho” it would be worth while to give fome-
thing more to the Encouragement of the Ma-
nufatture, yet if we can effe@ two Purpofes,
with one Expence, it will be fo much Mone
faved to the Public; and as Stewards for the
Public, it is incumbent upon us to purchafe
every Advantage at the leaft expenfive Rate. -
- It has been faid, that the Dusch can make
2 Ton of Spirit for 2 /. lefs than the Englifb,
and this moft certainly is the utmoft Limit ;
therefore ‘it follows, ~beyond -Contradiction,
that 24 105 given to theEngli/b Dittiller,
would enable him to underfell the Dutch,
and - that whatever is given beyond this,
muft be all unneceffary, as our Point is ac-
complithed when we have recovered the Mar-

ket for Corn-Spirit out of their Hands; for.

we think it hard (and not without Reafon)
that the Duch thould purchafe our own Corn
to diftil in Holland, and thereby poflfefs them-

} pirit to our to- -
tal Exclufion : But let us examine the Matter a
little more minutely: How do we know that
SRR B the
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the Dutch can afford a Ton of Spirit cheaper
by 2 /. than we can ? As this feems to bea
very large proportional Sum, let us look  a lit-
tle into the diftin& Articles. Firft we will fup-
pofe, that they can get their Corn cheaper by
155. Therefore theremaining 1/. 5 s.they can,
fave no where elfe, butupon the Operation of
converting the Corn intoSpirit. Now the whole
Expence of this Article in England is but 2./.
10 5. therefore the Dutch Diftillers muft make a

"Ton of Spirit for 1 2 5 s that is to fay, they
muft do as much Work for 25 s. as. cofts.

5o Shillings in England, which is underwork-
ing the Englifb at the Rate of 5o per Cent.
Can any one who is at all -acquainted with

" the Principles of Trade, fuppofe a Thing

fo extravagant ? 1 think the largeft Allowance

_ that can with any Shadow. of Reafon be made,
is to fet this Article at 20 per Cent. in which

Cafe. the Saving upon it will be 10s. which
added to the former, makes 25 5. - We fhould

not make fo large an Allowance as this of 20 per.

Cent. if it were not in particular Confideration

of the Quantity of Coals ufed in this Manu-.

faCture above any other ; for firange as ‘the
Poliey may appear, yet fo is the Fad, thatXFo-

reigners can get our Coals at a cheaper Rate
than we can ourfelves in London. - It has been
obferved above, that our Diftiller in Confequence:
of the high'Duties, to which he is fubje&, is

~ driven into alefs advantageous&/.[ethod of Work-
ing, than if he were free from f{uch an oppref-

five, tho’ indifpe;;ﬁble Tax. For this Confide-

ration
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ration we will allow 5s. making with the fore-

- going Articles, the Sum of 1/ 10 5. which I

fhould think to be a very large Allowance for -
the Difference of Price, between the Dutch and

- Englifb Spirit.  People are inclined, efpecially -

when it will ferve the Purpofe of a prefent Ar-
gument, to fpeak of the Cheapnefs of Labour -
and Coals in Holland, as fomething indefinite or
infinite ;- but this would prove too much ; for |
Coals and Labour are Ingredients in every Ma-= -
nufaéture, and T might add Corn, as that which -
greatly regulates the Price of Provifions. There- . -
fore if the Dutch can work 50 per Cent. cheaper
in this Inftance than ‘we do, they muft be able”
to do fomething like it in any other. In fhort .
whateve;;Way we take«it, we.cannot think’ r
that there is- more than the Difference of:
1 105, between the Englifh and Dutch in the -
Manufa&ure of a Ton of Spirit- which cofts-
12/, or 14 /. for this is the Difference of 10 -
or 12 per Cenf. . . R AELT

- We may get fome Idea of the Queftion from :
the Price of Corn in each Country, for Corn is -
a Manufacture. . How fhould it come to pafs’

“that 15 5. fhould'be enough to fecure to us the

Mark§t. for the Corn, which enters into'a Ton
of Spirit, and which cofts about 10 /. (I mean-

‘the: Corn which is fufficient to rake a Ton of

Exportation-Proof-Spirit of 252 Gallons,) and.
yet that 5/ 145 6 4. fhould be required to

accomplifh. this:-in the fame MéanufaGure one-

Step removed of no more than - the additional-

) Vgh%gf of 2/ or3/? One would imagine

F 2 from
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from hence, that the Material was -~ worth :

lefs when manufaétured into Sp%rit, than be- -
fore the Operation, as we think ourfelves

obliged to enable the Diftiller to fell it for -

lefs. ..

T would éﬂc ‘thé’Advoca}lteé for giving this ew

normous Sum to the Manufature, how they ;
khow that. a.lefs Sum would not do, or from

what Experience of Fact they conclude, that:

all Advantage arifing from ;:the ,Diﬁ?er¢f‘icéf‘i'~
between the real -and nominal. Duty, bvemgu :
out of the Queftion, 'merely the Bounty. of

11, 10 5. per Ton would not effe¢t the . de~
fired Purpofe. I-do not. challenge Arguments..

which ‘may. be drawn  from ‘Opinions. bet~ -
ter perhaps: than mine, but -Argulmeni:tz from.
Experience, to ‘render this Conclufion: va=:

lid; and I'do this with more Confidencey as' T

can ventdre toiaffirm; that this Experiment -

never has yet been tried in -any Degree ; for the:

Englifp redified Corn-Spirit, and the Dutch.

rectified Corn-Spirit, have ‘never yet appeared

won equal Terms at any Market;; ; T hC'Eﬂgﬁ'
Z%gDi{ftliﬂér p‘ay’fd ‘before the Prohibition, '1-71{.
D ) e ‘reGified Spirit, and re<

tos. Duty upon the rectified
ceived: for. Dravwback no more than 14 L 14.5.
ébn.feq&ently loft-2'/, 16 5. upon Exportation.

Now we: conclude, becaufe ‘t}{é-EngZzﬂ'/b:Merg
chant could ot obtain the foreign Market un-.

der the Difadvantage of 2 L 16 5. per Tony

that nothing lefs than a Bonus of 5/ 145 64

will- be fufficient to procure it : 'ThiS is a great
© 8trideindeed: - Surely fuch Premiles, andéuch
i — a Lon-
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a Conelufion, never met in one Syllogifm

before. =

. People feem to be led into this Miftake by
Inattention ; They reafon thus; We find that
a.Bonus of 3/ 125 will not procure to us.
the Market for'raw Spirit, therefore we cannot.

expe&‘ lefs than 5/ 145.76 d. to be enough for- “

the reCtified, not confidering that there is
no Market at all for the raw Spirit, except
upon the Coaft of Africa, and therefore:
no Opportunity  for the Experiment to be-

tried, fo that the Analogy fails entirely. -~ If
* indeed we had found that aBonus of 3/ 12:5.-
upon the Exportation of rectified  Spirit  had”
failed hitherto, then indéed /. 145, 64d.
might net have appeared . fo- exorbitant , but it
“is.fo far from this, that we have no Proof from:
abfolute Experience, thatthe Engli/b re&ified .
Corn Spirit ‘would not have its Share of the.

Wiarket, if it were but upon equal Terms with:

the Dutch, But if it be realy a Confidera~’ |
tion (as no. one can doubt) to obtain any |
Manufacture - at the leaft Publick Expence,

why fhould we not try a reafonable Sum, . and:

if that thould not fucceed, it would then be time

to confider whether it would be worth while

any fuch -previous Enquiry, we are to give

twice as much as the whole Expence of con-
verting the Corn into Spirit amounts to.. =~

It 1s very furprifing to confider how the

different Modes of doing the fameafeem to
affect the real Merits of any Queftion ;. the

In--

to give more ; butin the prefent Cafe without
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Inftance is before us, if {pirituous Liquors in-

ftead of the high Duties to which theyare liable,

were {ubjeé to none at all, and by confequence
entitled to no Draw-back, would any Man

living have propofed in a fingle Refolution to -
give a Bounty of 5/ 14 5. 6d.-upon the Ex-
portation of aTon of Spirit ;. yet where is the

Difference to the Public, whether we do this

ourfelves in a fingle A&, or connive at the
Thing when done. The Diftillers have, on*
~ their: part,‘ defrauded  the Public of its juft
Revenue by their Tricks and Evafions ; yet:
- who ftands up on the other fide for the Public:
Caufe, or who refufes Countenance to thefe
‘ We all ‘know that numberlefs

Frauds. | ') .
Frauds are committed throughout the whole

Syftem of Draw-backs and Bounties, tho’ none
“in fo great a Degree as Cafe before us; furely
therefore it is an Object worthy of our Atten-
‘tion as a Matter of Revenue, and in itfe_lf
‘highly laudable to corre@ thofe Evils under
which the Public Labours; rather than to per--
“mit them with: our Eyes open, and- encourage -

their farther Progrefs.’

- Something fimular to this happened former-
A1y with regard to the Draw-back allowed upon

. the Exportation of Malt, as appears by an.
A& of 12 Geo. I Cap. 4. Sec. 48. The.
Grievance complained of in the Preamble is,
Mutatis Mutandis, 2 perfe& Pattern of the Cafe.

" before us; I fhall infert it as follows: ¢ And .
-« whereas it has been found by Experience, -
¢ that the Drawbacks given by the feveral A&s

< Of
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«¢ of Parliament relating to the Duties on
- ¢¢ Malt out of the Duties by the faid Acs
< granted for and upon the Exportation of

 Malt from Great Britain to Parts beyond
“ the Seas, do very much exceed the Duties

¢ charged upon the fame Malt at the time of

“ Making. thereof, &¢.” Here follows a
Defcription of the Manner in which . Frauds
were committed.) ¢ Yet neverthelefs the Ex-

- ¢¢ porters demand and infift upon it, that they
- ¢« were to have a Drawback of Six-pence for

s every Buthel of Malt fo by them exported

+ ¢ as aforefaid, although the fame Malt fo ex-
- ¢ ported by their fraudulent Way of Working

¢ the fame, is worth little more than the
¢ Drawback paid and allowed upou the Ex-
¢ portation thereof, to the great Difparagement
< of the Britifb Malt in foreign Parts, and

¢ the Diminution of his Majefty’s Duties upon -
¢¢- Malt ; for remedy whereof be it enacted,&5c.”

If the fame Remedy would be effeGtual in

~ the prefent Cafe, which was applied in that, we -
- may foon get rid of the Evil; by that A& all

Malt intended for Exportation was exempted,
under proper Regulations, from all Duties; ..

confequently being intitled to no Drawback,
the. Opportunity of making any fraudulent
Advantage by the Difference between the rio-

minal and real Duties was intercepted. = =~

- The Cafes are {o exceedingly fimilar, that I

- cannot refrain from drawing the Parallel. The
- Government wanted to encourage the Exporta-

tion of Malt as we now do of Spirit, for which

Reafon
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Reafon a Bounty of 275. 6 d. per Quatter was

" given, which Bounty by this prefent A& is

tranSfer“er to the rectified ‘Spii’it; and ?Fo com
pleat the Similitude, the nominal Duties were

drawn back upon -Exportation, upon Prefump-=

~ tion that they had been really paid.. This com=
~ pound Sum arifing from the Bounty intended
by Parliament, and the beneficial Part of the
Drawback, which was not intended as a Boun-
ty, but operated virtually to the fame Purpofe;
being much ‘more than fufficient to encourage
- Exportation, the Superfluity 'was fo much

“ Publick Money fpent in vain to the great Des

triment of the Revenue. This is likewife the
Expé&étion‘which ‘we have in the prefent
Cafe. - The Public will be out of Pocket
5/. 145. 6d. upon every Ton of Spirit which
fhall be exported: ‘And this is fet at the
loweft ; for the moft firenuous Friends to the
Bill acknowledge this upon the Suppofition of

the actual Duty paid being to the nominal Im- |
poft as. 17/ 105 to 19l 125 but if the

Diﬁ?er,é.n‘ce thould be gre,a;tefth_an this, as there
is reafon to fear that it may’ be, the Gos=

vernment will pay a greater Sum upon the Ex+

portation of each Ton; perhaps 20, 30, or
. 405. more; perhaps as far as 8 /.a '1?011 ; a-ngi
flill I know fanguine People will think that I
~am very.fthort of the Mark. To what amount
~ the Detriment of the Public Revenue will be
in cbnféquenc‘ébf this Regulation 1 cannot

pretend to afcertain, as I cannot guefs how
- many Ton are likely to be exported. . This, I

think,

]
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think, muft infallibly be the Confcheﬁce,‘?
that no other Corn-Spirit can vie with the"

Englifh at any open Market ; for our. Dittillers

will be enabled to fell the manufactured Com-~
medity for lefs than the Prime Coft.of the

Materials, which will afford a new Problem

for the Curious in Commercial Enquiries
to folve, if it will not procure to us the |
Refufal of all the Markets where we offet. I .

thould add, that the Englh/bh Dittillers will

not only be able to fell under the Prime Coft
of the Materials, but to do fo with ‘greater /
Profit than any foreign Diflillers can gain by

Lelling at the ordinary Market Price.

- I chufe to avoid the'Rifque of {pecifying

precife Quantities in fo new-a Queftion as this
of Exportation, in which this Kingdom' has
hitherto had neither acual nor prefumptive

Experience ; yet I cannot fee what thould ob- =

ftruct the Inference; that the univerfal foréiga
Market for Corn-Spirit  thould fall into our
Hands.

tent of the foreign Demand for any Britith Ma-

 nufaGure, butthe Difcontent arifes from the in-

ordinate Expence to the Public at which this
Market is to be fupplied; more efpecially when’
the greater Part of this Expence is unne-

R ceflary.  The Confu’r'nption of Corn-Spirit in

England has been formerly to the amount of

- 30 thoufand Tons per Annum, and I with that -

t’heforeign Demand might be of an ‘equal

Quantity, provided we could obtain the Cuftom B

for it upon reafonable Terms, fuppofe at 1 /. 10%.
| per

No onie can imean to obje& to the Ex- -

SNV
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per Ton ; which would amount to the Sum of
‘4'5,000 l. per Annum, and for our Money we

- {hould have to fay, that we had encouraged the

Exportation of the correfponding Quantity of
 Corn, and the Manufacure of fo much Corn

into Spirit ; but the Exportation of fo much

Spirit at 54 145 64d. perTon, would colt
to the Public the Sum of 171,750/
which would be 126,750/ more than ne-

ceffary, if 1 [ 105. per Ton would do ;
and roo,coo more than it would be worth
while to give at any Rate; efpecially at a
Time, when more than ordinary Frugality is
uired. | | -

I'qu do not mean to infer any thing from the
’?récife Sums mentioned, becaufe I cannot
have the leaft Authority or even Prefumption
‘to fuppofe, that this will be the Quantity ex-
ported ; but it all the Markets which we expect
to fupply, will confume as much as Efzgland has
formerly done, what I have defcribed will be the
State of the Matter. 'Thofe who have been
Friends to the Bill, have mentioned asrthe
‘Object of Exportation to furnifth our Trade
upon the Coaft of Africa; our own Ship-
Stores, for which theére is a particular Claufe's
the Northern Colonies in America ; the New-
foundland and Greenland Fifheries, and elfe-
where. I muft obferve that altho’ Corn-Spirits
cannot come into Competition with Rums and
French Brandies at an equal Price, yet if the
Lownefs of their Price be more than {ufficient
to compenfate'fof the Inferiority of theirF lav?ul.',
| - their
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their-can be no doubt but that we fhall in fome

‘Degree vie with them. Whether all thefe Arti-
“cles may be compared with what has been the

- Confumption of this Ifland, I can make no
-Guefs, but I wanted a particular Sum to ex-

plain myfelf more diftinctly upon. I have

endeavoured to thew that an Advantage of

1/ 105, given by the Public to the Englifb
Diftiller, would put him upon a Par with
Foreigners ; but to make this go on with
Alacrity, we may allow 2/ per Ton, and

“this, to be fure, is the fartheft that we can

go; for indeed if every Manufacture were to
receive fimilar Encouragement at the public

Expence, the Exchequer muft foon become a
Bankrupt; therefore when this Sum of 2/ is

fubtracted from 5/ 145 64. the remaining
374 145 64d. per Ton we muf’c’concludcto-

“be fo much public Money thrown away.

Having ftated the Inconveniencies and Un-

‘certainty of fome of the Provifions in the Bill,
“we come to confider the Remedies which have

been propofed, or heretofore applied in Cafes
fimilar to this. As to the Uncertainty of the
Price of Spirits for home Confumption, as far
as depends upon the Quantity of Duty paid,

it muft be obferved that the! Grievance ‘which
‘we complain of is not merely that the real
‘Daties fall fhort of the nominal, (for that
- would be eaﬁ)y remedied by laying = them

higher) but that we are ignorant of the Pro-

“portions which they bear to each other, and
therefore that we are laying on Taxes in the

D ark,
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Dark. If a Method could be hit ypon to
make the nominal Duty yield an equal actual
Payment, then indeed not only this Uncer-

‘ainty would be removed, but likewife all the

Difference between the Duty and Drawback,
with all Inconveniencies upon the Exportation,
would ceafe. But we muft not expect to af-
certain fuch grofs Matters as thefe with the
Accuracy and Precifion of Science ; therefore

“we thould have no Reafon to be difcontented,
“if 'we could but get fo far as to know how
“much the nominal Duties do produce without

lofing our Time in the Purfuit of {fuch Per-

' fe&ion as muit zﬂways be unattainable in thefe
‘Matters, Some People would have the Di-

fillers confined to the Ufe of Malt, to the

"End that the Duties might not be fo eafily

evaded. The Method of gaging the Wath
for the Purpofe of levying the Duty, was in-
vented upon the Prefumption of ufing only
] Quantity for Quantity, will
yield lefs Spirit than Wheat, and require

~more Water ; therefore we fhould, in Fa&,
‘raife the actual Duty, and foon know with
“tolerable Certainty, what Proportion of the no-

minal Duty would be paid. There is one fun-
damental OCbjection againft this; for if we
confider the Diftillery as a Magazine for Bread-

Corn, as 'every one does, this Purpofe is en-

tirely fruftrated by excluding Wheat. 'To

obviate this Diﬂiculty, it has been pi‘opofed to

compute the Lengths of the Wath, low Wines
- and Spirit afrefh, according to the Quantity of

~ Wheat,
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. Wheat,. as limitted by the Bill ; but this would
“be a great deal of Trouble, and the Iffue very
-precarious ; therefore if any thing effeGual
“thould be attempted, it had better be in a

more fundamental Way. A Hint with regard -

to this Point has been dropt in the Beginning

«of thefe Papers, but I have no Attachment

to one Mode preferably to any other of equal
Efficacy. All that I mean to infitt upon is
this, that it cannot be, in any Cafe, a becom-

ing thing for Government to content themfelves

with a {peculative Expedient, where they _maiy
godifcreetly and direily to the Point, .~ =
As to the Inconveniences likely to arife from
the Drawbacks allowed upon Exportation,
they may be removéd, without interferin g with
any- other Point, in a very fimple and effica-
cious Manner, by following the Example of
an Ac¢ of the 12th Year of the late King,
with regard to Frauds committed in the Expor-
tation of Malt. As this is not a new Propofi«
tion of mine, but an Experiment: already ap-
proved, there is no occafion for any Comment.

- However, I fhall infert an Abridgment of the

A& referred to, that any one may judge of the
Practicability of applying it in the prefent In-
.,iﬂ‘anc_e, The Preamble has already been cited
in Argument, the exacting Claufes follow,

LXIL




" feiture of 5 s. for every Buthel..

(46) ,,
. @tat, 12 Geo. 1. cap. 4. Sect. 48. « No

Malt made for Exportation fhall be charged

with the Duties, and no DraWback_ fhall be
llowed for Malt exported. o

a.- ?S'VZ56249 Makers of  Malt fhall, be-
fore they wet any Corn to be made into Malt

for Exportation, leave Notice in Writing with

the Officer, of the Quantities of Com'.intended
to be contained in each Stecping ;5 which Corn
fhall be kept feparate from all other Corn to be
made into Malt for Home ﬂ?cfnfumptlon, on
Penalty of ¢ 's. for every Buthel.. =
chegg?.y 5o.ﬁ5‘ No Mgk(g; of Malt fhall be-
gin to ‘wet Corn to make into Malt for Expor-
tation, above fix Days before all the Corn he
may have Working on his Floors for Home

Confumption fhall be dried off; nor fhall he
‘begin to wet Corn for Home Confumption
- above fix Days before all the Corn on his Floors

for Exportation be dried and locked up; | onl.FQ‘r-»-

. Set. g1.. When the Malt vin‘tended
to be exported fhall be fully dried and fit for
Exportation, it fhall; in the I.’ref'en.cq of the
Officer, be meafured and carried directly on
Ship-board, - or elfe into Store-houfes, to be

- kept apart from all other Malt, under two
» Lc?éksgf one of the Locks to be provided by the

Proprietor, and the other by the Officer, at the
Expence of the Proprietor, whereof one Key
to be kept by the Proprietor; and the other by

_ the Officer ; till the fame be delivered out for

E?:portatlon. —

(47)
- It fhall be lawful for the

- Selt. 52, ;
Supervifors and Officers, during the Steeping
of the Corn fo intended for Exportation, and
till the fame be dried and lock’d up, to gauge
and take an Account thereof in all its Opera-
rations, as in Cafe the Duties were to be charged
thereon. . : R

- Sect. 53. 'When any Maker or Propries
tor of Malt for Exportation fhall be defirous
to take away any of the Malt for Exportation,
and fhall thereof give Notice in Writing to the
Officer forty Hours before the Time he fhall
defire to take out the fame, exprefling in fuch

INotice the Quantity of the Malt, and the Port
to which the fame is to be removed; the Officer

is required to attend at the Place where the
Malt is locked up, and to fee the Malt mea-
fured and delivered out. : T
- Sec?. 54.  The Officers fhall keep an
Account of the Malt fo delivered out, - and
of the Perfons to whom it belongs, and fhall
give fuch Perfon a Certificate to the Officer of
the Divifion to which it is intended-to be re-
moved, who thall file the fame, and make an
Entry thereof ; and in Cafe the Proprietor fhall

negle@ to deliver fuch Certificate, he thall for-
feit 5o/l ' B

Sect. 55, It fhall be lawful for anjr'

Officers for the:Duties on-Malt, not only to at-
tend the Meafuring thereof, but alfo to continue
on Board fuch Ships till they fhall be cleared
their Ports, : SR ’

CLXX,
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- 8ett. 56. ~ During the Shipping of Malt
for Exportation, ~at all' fuch Times as the
Proprictors thall not be actually thipping Mer-
chandizes, the Hatches of the Ships fhall be
kept locked with two Locks at each Hatch,
one of the Locks to be provided and the Key
kept by the Proprietors, and the other Lock to
be provided and the Key kept by the Officer ;
and the Hatches fhall be fo kept locked from
the Time the Ships fhall be loaded till they be
ready to fail. |
Sect. 57.
Malt for Exportation, fhall give at leaft 48

- Hours, before they begin to put it on Board,

Notice to fuch Officer of the Port, in Writing,

-of the Hour when fuch Shipping of Malt isin=

tended to be begun, and the Name of the
Ship, on Forfeiture of 5s. for every Bufhel ;
and if any Malt entred and made for Exporta-
tion, fhall not within nine Months after the
drying and carrying into Store-houfes be ex-

ported, the Proprietor {hall, for every Bdﬂmly

forfeit 5 s. | )

- Sef?. §8.. Makers of Malt not giving

Notice of theQuantity to be wetted for Ex=
ortation, or not providing Store-houfes, or
within fix Days after Drying not caufing the
{fame to be meafured in Prefence of the Officer,
and to be locked up, fhall forfet 5o /. and

Perfons oppofing the Officers in the Execution
‘of the Powers given by this A&, or breaking

open the Hatches of any Ship locked up in the
Manner before-mentioned, without the Confent

of the Officer, fhall forfeit 50/

Perfons  intending to fhip

- (49)
- Having difcuffed the chief Points of the

‘Queftion propofed, I cannot conclude without

‘obferving, that in general, when this Subje

has been fpoken of without Doors, and in moft
‘Reprefentations of it by thofe who have offered

their Sentiments to the Public, acrimonious,

and I may fay, perfonal Refletions hawing ta~
kenl the Place of Argument, which muft al-
- ways be expeted, while any Concern of pri-

vate Intereft is depending : But this Point bein
now decided once for all, perhaps the Merits

of the Queflion may be examined hereafter,

with more Temper and Difcretion, The Mag-
nitude and Importance of the Subject, will en-
title this Bill to the perpetual Attention and Re-

vifal ‘of the Legiflature, among the firft Aés

of civil and domeftic Policy, as no Confidera-

tion can afford an Equivalent for corrupting'the
Morals of the People,
{fome Objeclions to the prefent Form of it, in
aﬁrong Light, I do not therefore mean to re-
prefent them as irremediable.

If T have confidered

The Govern-
ment have always fhewn themfelves attentive

- 1n the firft Place, to the Health of the People,

and (that being fecured) to every Improvement

 of Agriculture, Commerce, and the Revenue.
We have therefore, no Reafon to doubt their
continued Vigilance, to provide all fuch Regu-
lations as may hereafter become neceflary, or

expedient,

" FINTIS

’4;/
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