209-16

16 %
i

Mmmmz ‘mﬁmﬁmﬁ.

 CONSIDERATIONS

. UPON A NEW

- ‘P’artidulafly’ with regard *tbft\he‘ SINE=-

~ Cugres in the Church, as well as
. Orrices in the State.

Addrefled tothe;anstA'rURE. |

ATl
e
\B

LONDON
Printed for M. CooPER, in Pater-nyfler Rowss
: "MDCCLVI o :

[Price Sixpence.]



: ’2‘-?3 .

| CONSIDERATIONS

o UPON A NEW
P LA C E T A X
T muﬁ be allowed to be an Eﬁ"e& of\
I Pubhc-Spmt in Thofe in Power, 1f a

Thought has been’ entertamed by

them of laying an additional Tax upon
Places and Penfions under the Government.
Whether fuch a Thmg be now deﬁgned
or not, the Notjon has been well received,
Againft the time it may be put in Praé’l:u:e,t
and for the fake of urging it to be fo, fome

Confiderations are humbly offered for ren~

dering a- Plan of that fort more perfe& and
reafonable as Well as more extenﬁve, and
eonfequently more beneficial,
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The Government s undoubtedly a full
nght to fay to thofe more immediately em-
pfoyed in its Servieg, that they muft fib-
. mit to a {mall Reducion in their Salarics,
or gwe way to fuch as will accept them
{5’ reduced: - ‘Of fuch' there "are ‘enough;

| hough probably not one would be wanted

up0n that Occafion. " A’ Propofal of ‘this
kind might be juftifiable at any-time,

‘moft Places, as they are managed,’ ‘being

*'perhaps overpaid. But in the prefent Exi-
geneles of the State fuch a Method of
Public’ Oeconomy feems almo& abfolutely
neceﬂ'ary o B

‘Bat - Why {hould Pubhc Oeconomy
Why fhould Public Virtue bé' thus confined
“to" the feveral Ofﬁces of Buﬁnefs in the
~ Stdte? There is ‘another Set of Gentlemen
' 9oﬁeﬁ‘ed of very proﬁtable Pofts, which,
“tho” ‘not: falling literally under - the' De-

? ’fcuptlon of Oﬁices of Buﬁnefs, may yet'

Juﬂly ‘make them" regaxded as holdxng

”Places, as us called under the -Govern-
i Lut s T ment,
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ment at the fame txme that they are

dlgmﬁed Wlth another Chara&er The‘fe

Gentlemen from that partxcular Chara e:., ,
as well as. from theu‘ known Zeal to the

plefent Ef’cabhfhment will cextamly expe&
10 be,mcluded in any Plan deﬁgned for the
Se1v1ce of their Country They mlght

W1th reafon thmk them{elves negle&ed if

not made to concur m a Meafure, Wthh

at thlS txme partlcularly appears fo reafon- .

able 4 tlme when we are menac’d. w1th
rall: the Force of a mo{’: powerful and arn-
pitious Enemy, Who muft needs be doubly
{o to what thofe Gentlemen profefs to de-
fend and who would overthrow that Altar
at whxch they have the Honour to ferve.

The Perf'ons here meant are. mamfeﬁly

the dxgnlﬁed Clergy They enJoy many
and great Places, Wlthout any or thh httle

T rouble attendmg them ; yet in confe-

quence of them they bear no 1nconﬁderable
- Rank, as no doubt they will agree, -in the
State as. well as the Church., To this laft

- B2 Namcv
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Name however, thofe Places bemg Chiefly
{ofi**‘hiere Proﬁt feem fcarce Worthy o be

referr 'd; at lea‘f?c they muf’c be allowcd to
B ve,

Ny

f ;Government-Places. o

l;t:u

.a e,

a ‘rned hy ﬁlch”a Meafure would it IS
L ?‘gmed take it %S a real pomplrment, 10
be thus} renderéd more than ord}nary fer-
9eable to the ClVll Power whrlﬁ at the
;i}mlc .txpnt:, the h;ghreﬁ Ordcr% of that facred
: Fu%&tqn Would hage the beft Oppox tunity
cof temfymg to. th;: Wox ld a Difinterefted-
nfe& and Coptqmpt 9f Blches fo hecommg
o of, as’ well as a@y{a}nﬁtageoxus to, t the Caufe of
'?vi_'(‘fhrjtﬂxamty ' Neverthefefs for the {a{te of
‘ r eCtion '“5 may
""-"no{ be 1mproper to, conﬁder more at Iarge
"’f'the ﬁeafonablenefs qf extendmg any new

"?"‘"Tax upon Places, fo as 1o comprehend the
,, - “,’_Sme?

' y’dxﬁmguxfhable from other fpurtual '
;@ﬁices"'i and i in the prefent VICW may well
ol ,bF S\meprlzeo‘ un@et the Meanmg, if not

-’,I’h,e Church ‘mﬁead of bemg th the Ieaft -

cures, and othet fuch lucratéye lPoﬂ;s

N S A .; ff’ XK

,t is ﬁot fprgot that the, Clergy in general

i

s are tax’ d by thexr Reprefentattvee yin the

L comimion Method with; the - reft of: the
People. No Ards or Benevolences therefore,
are ,I,’OW, .expe&ed “from_ them as a dxfhné?:
_B____dt a great and ¥ery ufeful Part of Wthh

¢ ‘are fordm g to the prefent Managempnt of

- tho ¢ Aﬂ'axrs too plamly unable to glveAxds
B of that fort ThlS tis hoped m ay be remedled

hereafter. But the (@eﬁxoti now Is, th.. |

ther fome dlﬁxngm(hed Parts of that Teve-
rend’ Body may not, from the Nature of

"'therr partlcular Poﬁs, bear bemg charged -

thh a. fmall addxtzonal Tax in .common
Wlth all Clvxl Pl wcemen Whom they fo
;t.'mgch refemble Wlth regard to thofe Po[’cs
It is: fuhrmtted therefore, that all fuch
.:..Pcrfons who enJoy mere Places or Penﬁons

in the Church under the Denommatlon of”

-“Dtgmtxes ‘where thele is httle or no Duty
“’smth great Proﬂts be conf' dered in the
Lxght
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Lrght ‘of: holdlng Places under the Governe
ment and’ confequently fubyeé’t to any new
R udged proper 19 be rmpofed upon
ﬁi‘clljelt)ht(}:: Aﬁ"arr he Candrdly exammed
a“r‘lé it ‘tay appear that it is for Reafons o}t;
*Sh’te ‘éhreﬂy that 1hofe Places in'the Lhurc
a’r‘e ‘Cotitinued upon the prefenti footmg
Rf afohs ‘of Rehgron can {fcarce b aﬁ' gned

hy for 1n{’cance a Reﬁdentrar_ ¢
“'-'f”'Pazrl’s" f Durbam {hould havé.an I’hcome

natgid

€ fSe\fen hundred ?ounds merely for Oo‘mg
16 Prayers ‘there” thcc a Day, perhapszr_"or
three Month° . wrthin that perrod of tim f
It*(hould feem o} contre}dré‘t any Notronho

“Ci fftian as’ well ‘as hatural, Equrty, tHat

one "Mrmﬁer of the’ Gofpel fhouId recerve

o ”g‘reat Hire' for fuch eafy Servrce, Wl}zﬂ{t
""another the Curate, _{hall do the w c;- e
Di yl of a Parrfh throughout the Year or
- mneh‘ 1efs than a tenth Part of that Sum,

};HH That perhaPS at the, P()ﬁt“’e A ppomt—

ment 01 one of thefe hrs (uperror Brethren

: r Thrs
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I’hrs Affarr therefore muf?z by no . méang
be reoarded m«:'a rehgrous VI€W. Even
Eccleﬁaﬁrcal Polity. will fcarce Jui’nfy fuch
ﬁrange Inequahtres. | But whatever 1 may
have been the firft Occaﬁon of thefe Thrngs
it is evrdent that fuch Sme-cures are Now

to be conﬁdered as Places and Graturtres |
Iodged ultrmately, in the Hands of the cx-_. .
il Power in order to encourage and re-‘
~ward extraordmary Merrt . To fuch Ufes,
(it is prefumed, they are apphed and that
_vall Deéans, Reﬁdentraues ,Canons, Prebends

Praecentors and Treafurers of Cathedrals

| together with Maﬁers of Hofprtals €9°c§ are
: Perfons eminent for Learmng, Prety, or
: fome other (Lahﬁcatron, and whom the
, Government thmks fit to drﬁrngm{h wrth
fpartrcular Favours. _ The juft Inference Is,
‘that the State may take the Lrberty to tax

~ them as well as all other Court-Favours.

But it ~may be demanded, in order to

\,-put the thrng in a ﬁrong Lrgnt whether
all Chapters and Cathedral Oﬁ:cers be

, rea.’ly
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réally“ &F o Ufe. 1o anfwer l'ucha (Lev -
ftion it thiy Be enough to reply, that itis
not hefé pr0pofisd to aboh[h them. They |
may / bé ufeful in many rehgxous as well as.

Ao

pohttcal Refpedts. But can it be pretended'

they would be Iefs ufeful ih either; fhould

they be ade to pay a fimall Tax eXtra- i

ordmary Tike' othef €afy | luéfative Poﬁs,

otdet to fupport the Government that m- )

| dulves and proteé’ts them }

It appearmg therefore, that thefe Sme—’,

t:ures or Places in the Church are very dif—
ferent from the real Ofﬁces of the facred

Funé‘uon, bemg held, tho not by another |

Tenure -at Iea{’c by anbther fort of Service;

fo, as fcarce to be ef’teem d Clerlcal Itis

next to be enquxred how far they agree

with thofe Places held abfolutely undef
the de Power and confequently to be' ‘

taxed accordmgly

Should it be thought fit at thls or any.

other time to lay a Tax upon the clear

Proﬁts of all Places under the Govern-
| 3 - ment

Lol

fhent, _that s, .to, chqrge them with.an -
addluonal Tax the general Reafon may";_;
be fuppofed to he that fuch Revenues can .
As they are not the natural
Ploperty of any pattlculat Pexfons, they I
may he conferred upon What Conditionsthe
State pleafes provxded they be not unrea-;
fonab They certamly are not fo, as to," L
Pay, provxded there be enough to fet the
Perfon fuppofed to “officiate above Tempta-
‘Should fuch
Revenues be taxed fomew’hat h:gher thanf’ ;
other - Eﬁates, there Can be httle room: -
for Complaxnt fince éven thus they are ,'
manlfeﬂly defirable and advantageous, AR,

Thefe Reafons hold much ﬁronger thh B

beft bear it.

txon to frauds in hzs thce

regard to the Sme—cures or Places in the

Chureh as well becaufe they are more really R

Sme-cures than moﬂ: other Pof’:s m the State

as becaufe they are for foe,y Thxs laﬂ-, e

Cucumﬁance, tho it cannot be fuPPofed to o
have been conﬁdered in the Choxce of tha t .
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Profeﬁ’ron muﬁ 'nOtWirhﬁanding, be {o 1n

valumc fome of: the ordmary Advantagee
of it. SRt o
There 1s another very ﬁrong Reafon for
conﬁdeung thefe Places ‘in the Church ¢ as
- fcarce]y Clerical ; and this is drawn from
.the conftant uniform Pra&rce of thefe

:\dxgmﬁed Gentlemen, who, after havmg

procured two or three of thefe S Sine-cures,

~donot feem to think themfelves in theleaft

precluded from’ putting-in for as large a
Share, as poffible, of the other truly Cleri-
cal Employments, Wmch they. may have
in common with their mferror Brethren:

Over whom hkewrfe they muﬁ be fup-

pofed from their approved Addrefs to

~ havea great Advantage even in that Par-
4fu1t - Yet they appear no Tefs “ready for
their Comphment of Livings and Beneﬁces:
‘of that Sort: As if in ‘thefe only they
thought they a&ed in their proper Charac-
ter, and as 1f in thefe only they could exert,

when

!
i
i
i
i
i~
;
E
b
1
[
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when ‘they do exert, therr pecuhar Mrm«,i

ftring-Faculty.

Such a Praétice Gentlernen of therr Call«-" |
ing would certainly not allow themfelves,
to purfue, were they not perfuaded within
them{elves, that all fuch Sine- cures or Places:~
did fcarce partake of that facred Office.

Indeed, their great Argument upon fuch Oc-

cafions s, that, as there is no Care of SouIs‘
attending thofe Pofts ,they are lefe ftill at Li-
berty to take Care of the Souls of - two large |
Parithes, none too large. If this Argument'

be good it feems as good a one to take itthe

other way, that, if fuch Poffeffors of Sine- )
cures aling in a fort of I ay-Capacrty benot .
accountable for Souls, as they contend, they— :

may, with the more Juftice, be made ac-

countable like other Placemen for the good |
thmgs 1elatmg to the Body P

~'The Faét upon the whole ftands plamly o |

thus.  All Eccleﬁaﬁrcal Revenues, in the

‘prefent Syﬂern of Taxeé, are fuppofed to
be putupon a Level with all civil Eftates,
C 2 “But
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But fome Specxes of the le fromi fome
'partlcalar C1rcum{’cances belongmg to it,
are thought ablé to bear an additional’ Tax.
s ‘concluded therefore, that fome SPCCI€S
" of Ecclefiaftical, which are found to have
' the fame or better Circumftances, “may
- lxkew1fe bear the fame Tax extraordmary |

It is not forefeen, that Prejudice apart,

' any one reafonable Ob_]e@uon can lie againft
~ this Pofition. The Reafonablenefs of the

Meafure is glounded in general upon’ the

meat D1fp1 oportion of the Profits thh re-
gard to the Trouble of executing thofe
B Church Places, it is confirmed by the Si-

mlhtude between thofe and Govemmenta

Places; and farther by the pra&ncal Con-
,feﬁion of moft of the fuperlm Clergy, who
h ought beft to underftand the Nature and

,ngmty of their own Profeffion.

| e remains therelore to extend this Plan

bya Parity of Reafon to fome other Cafes

A "'?of the like Natune As’ the Church Sine-

~ cures are found hable to this Tax, it feems

equaly

I3l

- equally reafonable that all forts of- Eccleﬁ-
. aftical: Pluxah&s fhould be fo. F or “al-
. though two paroch1a1 Beneﬁces be allowed |
- befides thofe other Places at the fame Tlme,

to be held by the farne Perfon through an

- extraordinary lepenfatlon ; yet as .the
fame Perfon cannot be made even by the
© fame extraordinary Power to be pxefent in
- two Places at once, and confequently can-
. notbe fuppofed toofficiatei in more than one,
- it follows that with regard to that other he
muft be a Sine- curlﬁ' and liable aecordmgly. ;

But to bring thefe Cafes ‘to a- certain eafy

Rule of Prattice, a Sum might be fpecxﬁed |
as handfome as can be thought ﬁt -for pa-
- rochial Duty and all above that, enjoyed

in Whatever {hape by the fame Clergyman
 asa Clergyman, to pay the Tax as Sine-

cures or Places. The civil Plurah{’c is to
pay-it.for all Places, 'be the Amount more

or lefs: So that a Preference is hexe owen
to }theEceleﬁaf"c;eal. It could be W,x,{hed
- that the latter would have the fame Regard

to

o e o T T
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to his Subﬁxtute who however is thoughz
to be paid generally much worfe than any.

other. Deputy in an Office.

And here may’ be confidered thc Cafe .
of one »large, Parifh only, wherc,the In--
cumbent, as is often done in London;
thinks fit to relinquith to Curates. of va-
rigus Denominations ‘all Concerns of his

~ Flock, except perhaps _Preachingf once a

Sunday in the Town-feafon, It mu[’c be
obferved; that by thefe Means freth Con-'
tri-bhtibns are raifed upon the Parifhioners,:
But whether that'Method be right or not, -
the Incumbent making himfelf 4 Sine-curift -
‘in. great- Meafuare, ought undoubtedly to-

pay the Tax for all above the Sum fpecified,
which would be no inconfiderable Thing

~upon fome, great Livings from Three hun-

~dred to Eight or perhaps to a Thoufand

Pounds per Annum. Neverthelels for Exam-.

“ple’s fake, and to. provide for weak Con-
ﬁituiions s fuch, and all others, who hav-

{157

mg ‘one vamg only ‘do not reﬁde upon‘

ity m1ght be excufed the Tax, if thougnt.-r

proper upon allowing a ‘third ‘at leaft to
thofe: Who venture to do- the Duty of the -

Chaur ch.

“As to the hlgheﬁ and moft refpe&abie |
Order of Eccleﬁaﬂxcal Perfons; the” they‘s
are by no mieans reducible to any of ‘the -

'foregomg Cafes, yet they will excufe bemgj
,mennoned upon-this Occafion, was- it for

the fakeé only of Impaltxahty Andit is

not doubted from the remarkable Public-
prrxtednefs thewn by fome, and from the

' prefumed Moderatlon of others who now
prefideat the Head of the Church ‘but that,

if the Tax in Q\gﬁlon was to take Place o

they would voluntauly pay a Regard to it
in a Mannér the moﬁ: proper, Truc it is,

that the Prelates of our Church- cannot be
faid to emoy 1ts rich Pammomes upon ‘the

fame cafy Terms Wlth the ngmtarles and
Sme-cunﬂs before mentioned. Annexed

to

P S

e U AT, 5y RN R T AP A T AT i

~
M o £ A i TR

T S i B



[ 16 ]

to their high. Pofts there. is a very ferious
and unportant Duty ;* and:it is by no means_ ;
infinuated, that this Duty. is not as well
dlfcharged at this prefent as at any. time for{ -
fome paft Centuries: . Befides their Atten-f .
~ dance upon that in the Summer-feafon the
Fafhion of the Times requires their attend-
ing -the. Buﬁnefs of the Parliament in the
Winter: So that, it mutt be allowed, con-
ﬁoerable Revenues are neceﬁ'aty for them,
in- order to fupport proper]y thexr twofold. |
Chaxaé’cer - Such Revenues care is takenw
that they all have fome in a great Degree.
~And now, after all Allowances for the.
State of one Part of that Chara&er itis’
fobmitted if there be. not yet enough toA o
dlfplay all the Grace of the other even m_l
an. extxaordmary Manner, I mean Wlth a
View to the Plan under Conﬁderatlon.' If o
| there be enough, it muf’c be obferved
That thofe Revenues, as it is appre-sf "
hended hke the reﬂ; belongmg to the

Collegxatc

[17]

Conegiate Churches, were in their Origin
chiefly intended not only for general Ho-
fpitalities, but alfo for the particular Sup-
port.of the poor Chriftians in the feveral .
Diftri@ts.  The antient Bifhops, as ap-
pears from. the. erxtmgs of fome of them,
called themfelves literally the Stewards of
the Poor. . _They took care of, and thought
. themfelves accountable for, the Donations -
of chautable Perfons ; who upon that Sup— -
poﬁtlon were contmually adding to the Re- ..
venues of the Church thmkmg by thofe
means to make a laﬁmg Provifion for then‘ :
dxﬁreﬁ Brethren. 'lhls is fo. true, that o
| fome of thofe Fathers have deelaled exn‘_ .
prefsly, they fhould efteem it a kind of
of Sacnledge not to apply thefe Chantxest
almoft wholly to thofe Ufes, - All of them', |
profeﬁl'ed to make this a Part of the Epi-
fcopal Fun&ion, It was ‘this chleﬁy among

other. then pamful Dutxes of that great Of-

fice, that deterred formerly fo many from .
IR D accept-
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acaepimo‘ it.. They not only really 1cfufcd =
but ﬂew mto Defm ts rrom Dbeing Compelled .

to take a Charge whxch they mxght pofli- |

bly fall-m from Inattentxon and Unfikil-

fulne(s in fuch Matters that is, in the Ma- "

nagement of the pubhc Money ; a Point
efteemed fo very effential, that it ‘was

alone decxﬁve of their Character as Fathers

| of the Church

No Doubt there ‘were always many,

who dxd not thmk or act fo {trictly in this

Refpeé’c Yet it feems plam that the ge-

neral Praéice went in that Courfe; and

that not only the accidental ,Contnbutlons,

but alfo the ftanding Revenues of thofe

Churches were reckoned, as chiefly be-
longing to the Poor under the Dire&ion
of thelr Spmtual Governours.

‘But the Cafe being now entirely other—--
wx(e, and the whole Syftem of thofe Af-.
fairs changed by public Authority ; thcl
Poor being abfolutely detatcht from the.

1 : , Blfhops

[ 19 ] |
Bithops and Collegiate Churches as fuch,

and thrown upon the People in general to

thefe Things being {o now, a Quare may
arife,whether the People have not in Equity

“afort of Demand upon that Part of the
- ‘Church-Revenue with regard to the Poor
o taken off. It is not infifted upon as
~ Law, but fubmitted as a Reafon why
fomething extraordinary mxght be afforded
towards the Tax in queftion: Efpecially

as it is not entirely clear that thofe Eftates

~3-‘pay their Proportion of the prefent Tax
- with regard to Fines and other eventual

Emolaments. But be this as it may, thereis

another good Reafon in favour of the new
Tax from the great Improvements conti=

nually making in thofe Eftates. - By Im-
provements is not meant any new Art or
Method invented by thofe Ecclefiaftical

‘Bodies for meliorating -the - Quality of

Land That woyld be an Improvement

D 2 ‘ for
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for which Thanks might be due from the
‘But the Improvements meant

Public.
upon thofe Occafions are entirely of a pri-

wvate Nature, bcmg only certain Advantages
taken of the real Improvements made by

others, This is a refined Piece of Huf-

bandry, not fo well underftood in the
Country, and for which, Whateve" Thanks ,
may. be due, few are received.” The ¢om=

mon Argument, that the Chuxch ay do-
as other People, carries Reafon ;- but then

it is ‘mere Reafon, nothing chara&eriftic
of the Dignity of the Church,:

pcfed able to do

'But.to make this Matter fill clearer, a

@afc will be bxouvht to illuftrate it, Sup-

pofe \

It rather
proves too much: Tt proves, that, as thofs -
Perfons do not- think proper ‘to decline
any woildly Means of raifing their Eftates;
they ‘can ‘the "be‘itt"cr.‘ afford ‘to pay a {mall -

lTa'? eXtraordina'l'y', which fome other -
Eftates of the like donative kind are- fupa -

S

[a1]
pofe a Prelate of the Church' fhould by
, Accident obtain a great Poft at Court;

and that, after fome Time bemg.dxfmxﬁed,'

and leaving cvery thing of that fort behind

hlm, thould {o entirely devote himfelf. to.

rural Affairs, as in a very few . Years to

raife his Revenues above a third by .the

Improvements before-mentioned,
that See, which, as it was rated before, did

~ not pay perhaps half its juft Quota to the
- cogmmon Land-Tax, become now much
' m,o:_.r,e,‘a‘ fit :Q_bjgét of a {mall Tax extraor-
dinary? Or, fuppofe again that his Lords
fhip had. been able to keep his Place at.

Court,. would there have been lefs Unreas

- fonablenefs in laying a new Tax upon that

Income, than there can be for-laying it

upon this  Addition to his Eftate in the
Country ? For the former his Lord(hip muft
be fuppofed to do fomething; for the

latter abfolufely nothmg at all, tho’ it be

~ aSort

is not




@ Sort of Indemnification for- the Lofs of
‘the other: That, upoh;thé -SupPOﬁtion,
‘was found to be precarious; This in the
Country  is fecured to his Lordfhip pro-

~ bably from all temporal Changes," if: that

be thought an Advantage in thofe Matters.

iIt'may thus farther appear that there
- is good Reafon  for extending any new

~ Place-Tax to {fome Patts of- the Revenues,
~ of the Church., Thofe Reveriues muft,

~for the Sake of Uniformity perhaps, go

“on to be improved in the common Me-
“thod : yet in confideration of what:Nature

they are, how defigned, and how unappli-
cable now in great meafure to that Defign,

Reafon and Religion fuggeft that they may

contribute more largely than proprietary

Eftates, and equally at leaft with Civil
Salaries, to fome other public Ufes, The
propofed . Tax feecms a very moderate
Counterbalance for the Ceflation of {omg
of the former Ufes of thofe Eftates, as

| v well

e
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well as for the great Increafe now maks -
ing in them befides it’s being confidered . -
as a Tax upon. very eafy and. lucrative -
Pofts. . In this laft View, it muft be owned,
the Bifhops do not-appear to be much con="
cerned 5 yet how far They:may be thought>-
from the two other circumftances, to be .
“able to contribute to this Tax, is fubmitted
to better Confideration. Their Example

would - certainly be of very great Con-
fequence.. .

_If notwithftanding all, there fhould be
found {fome among the Clergy, 'Who, from '
a fri@ Attatchment to the Dues and Im- -
mu;rii»t-ies of the Church, may be of a dif-
ferent Opinion  from what, it is appre- :
hended, the greater Part of that worthy -
Body will- be - upon this Occafion; fuch
would certainly upon their own Principles -
change that Opinion, fhould it be thought
proper to aflure them,; that the Part of this
Tax arifing from the Church, fhall as

{foon
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| foon as poﬁlble be apphed to the beft Ufles
of it; to the Auo*mentatlon ‘of fmall le-‘
‘ mgc? and " the making a bétter Plowﬁon

fof- their inferiour Brethren: In the mean

time, however, thofe Gentlemen wotild be
benefited in fome meafure by the Confe-

quenc#s of the Tax propofed.

What has been advanced in general u_p- |
on the Subje& of an extenfive Place-Tax,

“has been fo from a Puncxple of Equahty}
and Juftice, in the way of promoung the

Public Service. From the fame Motlves
it muft be farther obferved that there aré

many “other Feundatxons, Lay"a_swg:l'l as
" Ecclefiaftic, that' muft be 'dé¢;1;1‘"ed Liable
to fuch a Tax, affording, ‘as they are ma-

naged, Sine-cures equal to fome of the beﬁ:

“in’"the Church.: The two Umverﬁtles qrc
_pot meant. Some of thofe Charities are’
- fo wholly deo‘e“xemted where for Inf’tance,‘-
a-Mafter of an Hofpltal feems to engrofs

the Whole Income of 1t ‘at 1caﬁ a T housf
o ‘ fand -
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fand of Fxfteen Hundred Pounds a Year,.
befides all other Sorts of Preferments ;

- thefe I fay with many others lefs confider-
able feem fo. Wholly perverted, as to de-

mand perhaps.a new Apphcatlon when-
cever it fhall be judged proper to fubjet

them to a fri& Enquiry. Of all thefe,

meer Alms-charltles excepted, the Govern-

ment mxght undoubtly avail itfelf fo far as -
 to make them contribute to this Tax u pon

Places, and in this refpect at leaft to the
Public Utility. » ’

Hid, mouldering, embezzled Treafure |

might thus thine forth again, and become
glorionfly current in our Fleets and Ar-
mies. Could Sloth, could Luxury, could
Avarice ‘grudge to give a fmall part, in or-

“der ta fecure the whole, of every thmg

that is dear to them? How much lefs

; fhall a Nanon of Spmt and Patrxotxfm a
~ Church of Chanty and Incorruptnefs, neg-
| le&, throubh any little prejudices, to ex~

ert all juft Means of defending every thing
that ig truely valuable ?

B The.
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.-'The carrying -into Execution the Tax

‘ propofed would not be attended with much

difhiculty. " Every . Parith, or: County,

might be obliged to give-in a Lift of fach -
Eftates: And then without interfering with

the prefent Proporuons of the Land-tax,
the new Tax might be managed. by thofc

- E@gfons already appomted for the.ordinary

one upon Places and Penfions. The only

difficulty would be where to draw:the

Line with regard to:the lower Clafs of
Charities to be exempted. = But this might
be done at once by fixing upon a.certain

Sum; beyond which what{oever thould be :
re cexved by any Perfon on Pretence of.any
Charxty,or for the Management of it, thould
~ be charged with the new Place-tax. "

. Of the Produce of fuch a: Tax in t}ns
Extent no- Calculatxon can be made with
'an] quanefs

“tion

But it ‘may be faid with
ffome Certainty that if an additional Tax
“upon Places and Penfions under the Go=
‘vernment be an Objeﬂ: worthy the Atten-
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 tion of ‘Parliament, the extendmg it as here 4
| propofed would, without any private hard
| fhtp, fwell fuch a Fund, fo as to make it

of very confiderable Public Service. In-";
duﬁry has been taxed to the utmoﬂ: not _
without ftraining very much the Nerves
and- Sinews 'of Commerce, Why may |
not. Bounues and Donations give a little
Rehef, in order to fupport the grand
Buﬁnefs, the Freedom "and Welfare of
our Country?‘ By the common Circula-
tion in human Affairs thofe Bounties, the
Effe& of Riches, are in their Turn become

a great Source of them :* As fuch, let them

bear a {mall Surcharge, whilft thofe other
Sources-of Wealth, of far greater Confor
quence, are almoft overwhelmed. = There
is-the more Reafon for this, as thoft Riches-
muft be fuppofed to be but little affected
by the late fumptuary Laws fo Wifely con-

| trived m the prefent Cucumﬁanccs of thxs

Natlon ‘ .
V o A‘ 1’Fund‘ |
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A Fund f ;»confhtuted -not from the
foanty Waggs,,df the Iabonous but from
"'theeafy Gams of the opulent Servants ofthe
"‘.,Pubhc nas raxfed upon the Rums of Mauj. -

fnufa.&ures but gleaned from the Harvefts
of lee"ahty and Mumﬁcence fuch a

- Fund, co.mcxdmg ‘with thenPrmczples of »

Honour,  Equity, and Religion; muft be

| wgarded with an Eye of - Admlratlon m-'
ftead of Jealoufy 3 and could not but increafe

B that Harmony and. Stabllxty im His Ma», \
: prt ] s moft aufpxmous Govelnment Whlch.'

 fome other Funds, fo far multiplied, ‘may
tené, .xf poﬁible to weaken and deﬁroy
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