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© To the Ricar Hdnovaa‘api ’

ST H E

- EAR L of Harl /F»A{x; :

O Firlt  Lord Commiflioner

: »-v,;FQr Tfade -» .and' Plantations,

MY LonB

" LD* E RMIT me once more to wiit up-
" on your lordthip with a new editi-
on of the enfuing trcatxfe, now greatly

'r'enlargcd and, I hope, in fome refpes,

made lefs unworthy of your lordthip’s
protecion, A treatife, relating to the
interefts and commerce of Great Bri-
tain, naturally feeks to fhelter itfelf unt

B “der the patronage of an EARL of HA.~ |

LIFAX, |

"Bur there is fll 2 more pamcular
motive for this addrefs. His majefly,
ever f{tudious of the good of his people,
in appomtmg your lerdfhlp firft com-c'




4 DEDICATION.

miflioner of trade and plantations, hath
fhewn the moft vigilant reg\ard to the

‘welfare of both, by committing this

important fuperintendency to hands u-
niverfally allowed the moft able, and
the moft inclined to ¢xecute {o great a
traft with increafing fuccefs. Your lord-

thip, ina very fhort {pace of time, has

confirmed our warmeft hopes. And

Great Britain, with its dependent colo-

nies, form to themfelves the moft pleaf~
mg profpects on this occafion, * -
. .W.ERE not your. lord{hlp s candour

~ great as your abilities, this mconﬁdex:—
able p»rformance Would never have ap=

peared before o {kilful a judge, nor the

N author have prefumed to profefs hlm-

flf in fo pubhc a_manner, what in

'v.great truth he 15, W1th the utmof’c 1e<
| fpc& and eﬁeem, | : :

My lord,
Your 1ordfh1p s moft obedmnt

i "And.moft devoted. e

humble fervant

JOSIAH TUCKER
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INTRODUCIION

ALL commerce is. founded upon tbe

wants, natural or aruﬁcm] real or ima- -
gmary, which, the ;people of dxfferent coun-

1ri€ Sy Of th.e different clafles, of mhqut nts

of the: fame country, are. deﬁrous, in defc&

of their own fingle abilities, to fu )p]y by

mautval mtexcourfe., If this commerce be
carried on between the - mhabltants of the
fame.countrly; witli:the growrh or. manufa-

~ &ure;of thatcountry enly, it is caHed home

.confumptmn .which is {o far ferviceable, as
it preferves the feveral profeffions and fia-

.tions of life in their due order, .as it pro-
‘motes arts and fciences, with a- romnon of

dnduﬁty, wealth, ‘and mutual good offices:

, betwecn the. members of any commumty

For thefe reafons, traffic, merely of this
kind, is of great importance, though it nei-
‘ther tincreafes - nor c’ummlfhes thc publm
°ﬁock of gold ¢ and filver. ~ i
Bur prov:dence hfwmg intended th'\t ‘
there Ihould be a mutual dependcnce and;

A2
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conneéhon between mankmd in gene1 al, we
find it almoft impoffible for any particular
people to live, with tolerable comfort, and

in a civilized ftate, mdependem of all their -
nelghbours. Befides, itis natural for mén

to extend their views, and their withes, be-

yond the litnits of a fingle community, and
10 be defirous of enjoying the produce or

manufaures of other countries, which they

muft purchafe by fome exchange. Now this

mterrourfe with other nations is called fo-

" reign trade. And in the exchange of com-

modities, if one natxon pays the other a

quannty of ‘gold: or filver over' and above

“its property of other kinds, this is called a
“balance againfk that nation in" favour of the
‘other. And the {cience of gamf'ul commerce
prmcxpa Ity confi ﬁs in'the brmgmg this fi ngle

pomt to bea: *, Now there can be but ofxe

- Thxs is fyoken thh refpe& to t,he nltlmate balance Qf
trade I‘or in ref‘excnce to the intermediate balance, it dotkh

‘not 'd\va.ya hold true. A treaty may be beneficial to the na«

“tion; where the 1m;:orts exeeed: the exports, and confequently
the balance paid in fpecie, if that trade, directly or indired-
1}, is ne¢eflasy for the carry ing on of ‘another more profitable
and advantageous.’
*3s not beneficial, confidered in itfelf, but-only asitis relative
“and fubfervient to, the carrying on of another. This 1s the
- cafe, with refpet to the greateft part of our trade to the Bal-
: tick, and the Eafl-Indies:

Jl
é

. Bot then it is to be obf'erved Thss trade

‘ -They are mﬁrumental in. procw:?
ing a balance clfewhexe, though properly f pcgkmg, dxfadvag.

y
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geneml method of puting it in pra&ice; and
that is, fince gold and filver are become the
common meafure for computing the value,
and regulating the price of the commodities
or manufattures of both countries,. to ex~
ﬁort larger quanntles of our own, and im-
port lefs of theirs; fo that what is wanting i
the value of thexr ‘merchandife, compftred»
with ours, may be pdid in gold and filver..
"Fhe confequence of which will be, That
thefe metals will be continually increafing
with us, as far as relates to that partleulae
trade and nation, and. decreaﬁng with them.
And in what proportion foever their money
‘gomes. into our country, in. that proportion:
it may truly be affirmed,. that our failors,.
freighters, merchants,. trade{men, manufa-»-\ :
&urers, tenants,. landlords,. duties, taxes,,
‘excifes, etc, are paid at their expence..

Or to put the matter in another light;.
when two countries. are ex&;i‘xzmgmar their
produce or manufadures with each other,.
that nation, which has the qreqteﬁ number:
employed in this rec:procal tpade, is ﬁnd to

© tageous o themﬁ:]ves. “Which megs te matter to the pomt‘t
from whence we fet ont;. vizi ¢ That the feience of gamfuk
4 commerce. confifts, ulnmate!y, in procmms a. balance ofgoadz
- or filver to. ourfclvcs f.'rom other nations” . :

) As




- receive-a balance from the ﬁother;* becaufe
the price of the overplus labour muft be paid
in gold and- {ilver. For exam ple; if there are
only ten thoufand perfons employed in Eng:
Ji_andiin;makinggoo&s:or raifing fome kind of
produce for the market of France ; and forty
thoufand in France for the market of Eng-

land—then we muft ‘pay thefe additional
thirty thoufand Frenchmenin goldandfilver;
thatis, be at the charge of maiptaining them.

‘This is the cleareft and jufteft method of
determining the balance between nation and
nation: for though a difference in the value
of the ref; peftive commodities may make
fome difference in the fum a &ually paid to

~ balance accompts, yet the general principle,

- that labour (not money) is the riches of a
people, will always  prove, that the advan-
tage is on the fide of that nation; which has
moft hands employed in labour:.

- Fhe principles of trade therefore being
fo clear and certain in themfelves, and with -
al fo obvious to any man of ‘common capa

 ¢ity and application, it is a very furprizing |
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ﬁl;?itfei”hO-W it comes to pafs, that both 1}1@11, }

of good un derﬁanding are many times. to- \
tally ignorant of them, and merchan ts them-  §
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fe‘lfre's {o divided in- th‘ei: fgn»ti"m e‘nt“s"" about |
them.
- As to the firft cafe, perhaps it may be-ac-

counted for, if we confider what difadvan-

tageous notions men of a liberal and learn-

* ed education have imbibed of this noble and

interefting fcience; on which ﬁhe" rlches, thc
firength, the glory, a‘nd‘*' I may add ) rb‘e_k mio-
rals and freedom of our country,- foaeff'e‘ nti-
ally.dépen"df Yet it has l?eeﬂuréprefgn;ed:: |
adry 3u‘11’en'tez'tai‘,11ihg'fubje&, g‘lark' avn.dkcra’ -
bed, perplexed”w‘ith endlefs ‘dlf?ﬁClll.t;é?-?~ n(?;t}
reducible to any fixed and certain princ ;ples_ ;
and therefore fit for none, but t‘t-he x';‘xercjanf»
tile part of the world, to give fthemifglv‘e:‘ 2
ny trouble concerning it. But u pon a af__r‘;
examination-it will perhaps appear, tbat- th;l'?"
reprefentation is very falfe and injurious.
*"As to the fecond, it muft be indeed con-.
.Eeﬂ'éd;“ that merchants themfelves are Very
often divided in their fentiments concerning

trade. Sir * Jofish Child, Mr. Gee, M.

Cary of Briftol, and almoft all commercial

o The words of Sir ]oﬁah,’Ch‘:ijlﬂd ﬁroqg}y:.‘cgwobora.tcu |
vwhat’ is here -allegéd.' o M'erch’antsx ﬁ‘-}.{s.l?e” whlle fhfy are
,,"'in'.‘tllé bufy and cager pr«_}fégution of tlgza:xr yamcu}ar

o trades, although they be very wife and good men, e wot.

. alWay'sv the beft judges of trade, as it relates to the power. - .

« andproﬁt of 'akihgdb;\‘n. Tl reafn may be, bécau‘i’c,iﬁcxvi

~T




writers, have long ago taken notice of this
difference of opinions. Buthowever ftrange

- and unaccountable it may appearto perfons.

not converfant-in thefe matters, ‘there is g
very ftrong and convincing reafon, when the

~affair is fearched j'to the bottom,. for the

difagreeing opinions of different merchants
purfuing their refpe@ive interefts. The
leading idea, or the point aimed at by every

~merchant, muft be,in the nature of things,,
‘and in every country, a balance in favour

of himfelf. But it doth not always follow,

- that this balance is likewife in favour of the

nation; much le(s-of other merchants, whofe

interefts may be oppofite to his own. While
-therefore each perfon fees in a favourable
 light his- own: branch of commerce, and de-

" ty,c:sﬁ‘ a_r;; fo @ontintlal!y ﬁ#edi ﬁ‘ponk wh-zf ‘makes f‘or '_tﬁeik-'

i

T —

e RO

__—

i S e

.

fires: to ppmcure;all -poflible advantages to

that traffic, on which the pmffper}ty of him
{elf and his family, peyrhapsrotal»lyi d‘evpendls? |
it is but reafonable to expeét their- fgntie'

. Hence therefore fome have thought, that

a perfon of a liberal and learned education,
not concerned in trade, is better qu’ahﬁed o
engage in “ ghg:ﬁudy{oﬁ it as a {cience, than

sind is freer from the prejudice of felfin- -

tereft, and therefore more open to convidi-

on.in things relating to the g.;enrcral »g‘oodvé'
/They 2dd, that though he may net under-

ftand the buying and felling of particular

‘them to a profitable ‘market, (which is the

‘ptoper province of a merchant) yet he may

|
|

commodities, or the fitteft time to bring

underftand, in what ref] pedts ‘ﬂl_c,,:._naf‘“ff?‘»_of g |
that.trade contributes torthe 1_0& OF -galn of L
the public, with a degree of §.V1d;ell,c€’ Wlf‘mh o
perfhap.é*thc merchant n?‘fﬁ"f ,.;thought:. oL ‘as, y
being indeed not*conccrned,.; m?}‘éiy a8 'f‘
. merchiant, in fuch kinds of :dl-’fqmﬁu‘gr)ps-. %
| .. But without pretending to ,d,ye,t}ermme who _
are the beft qualified to engage in the.ﬁudig
of this moft ufeful and extenfive feience, -
et us rather humbly r;_ecomm_?nd, 1t to dm -

# peculiar gain or. lofs, that they have no leifiire to expati-
e * ate or turn their thoughts t& what is moft advantageous to-
Wy *the kingdom ingeneral’— .
;g . . : " Thc“lﬂik-cy may be fai’d-‘of all fhop-keepers, artificers, clo--
4 ~ *“thiers, and other manufatturers, until they have left off’
,’ I ¥ their .trades, and being rich, become by -the purchafe of
I *lands of the fame common intereft with moft of" theis:
¢ countrymen.” oo T
- 'This jultly celebrated: writer 'was himfIf an- inftance of”
the truth of this obfervation. For, if I am not greatly mi-
ftaken, he did'not write this very treatife, till he had left off
trade, and being rich, became by the purchafe’ of lands of the ‘
fame common interelt with the relt of bis countrymen,,

e

i e
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attention of them both. For- undoubtedly
both have their advantages; and perhaps the,

application of both together might be more
Auecefsful .than either: of them {eparately: If
- the one fhould happen to: be ‘lefs felfinter-
efted, by means of his fituation in life, and
- more open to convition in cafes: refat-mg 1o
- the general good the other, for the: very
 fame reafon, is more fkilfulin the pratice

of trade, and a better judge, ‘whether the

BRI prqe& perhaps fo ﬁnr in. tleory, ise f'e»afble

- -.m fa&.

As to the pnvatc mtereﬁ of' merchants, ;

- wh,ch is here fupp@fed torbe a biafs. upen
_ ‘their minds;, this, ‘moft certainly; coincides,
for' the moft part ‘with the -generalintereft

. ofaheir country and fo far it can be.no ar-

1‘.">.igument in ‘their dxsfavour. ‘But:neverthe-
0 defs, truth o‘vhges us' toneknewleger thatin

§ I “,cermm ‘cafes, ¥ ¢fA- ‘merchant may have&

we dittin& mte‘reﬂ from that -of his country.
4« He may - thrive - by a trade. which may
7 prove her ruin,” - Nay ‘more, he may be-
impoverithed:by:a trade that is beneficial to
Jer. But undoubtedly, the moment hﬁ pex:-

,*1:', ,'u',_“ Y.
‘* Brmf‘m Merchant Vol II page 14: 8vo edmon InL.

Sec hkewxfe thc mﬁanccs thcrc ngcn to conﬁrm thxs Obfﬁm‘
non‘ ; : SN g s BT Fe “ L - ~:
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ceives he iscarrying on a lofing trade, he
will quit [it,~and employ his ‘thou‘gl}ts’-ﬁhd‘ )
his fubftance in the profecution of ‘~f§>'me 0~
ther.’ Moreover, as it is a balénce in favour
of humfelf, which is:the principal obje& of
his aims-and endeavours, it cannot be ex+
pe&ted, but of two trades; both:advantage.

qus to the community; he will embrace that

which is moft proﬁrable to himfelf, though ;

it fhould. happen tosbe lefs gainful to the
public. It isa maxim with traders, and a

juftifiable one, to get all that can be got in’

“a legal and hone® way. And if the laws of

their :,<country,do give them the permiffion
oficarrying on any particular gainful trade,

in the profecution of it.—As to the great
pomt of national advantage, or dl(advantage,;
this is. properly the concern: of others, whot"
it atthe helm of govemment ‘and confe«
quently whofe province it is, to frame the:‘
laws and regulations relating to trade in-
fuch a manner, as may caufe the private in-
tereft of the merchant to fall in- thh the ge-!
netal good of his. country. TPRTER T S

For thefe reafons therefore, the appomt :
ment of the board of trade muft certainly -
a'p\pear;a;v,e;ywife and neceffary inftitution;"

it is their bufinefs, as' merchants, to-engage’ .~ i




~ ‘tonceive, to anfwer this very.end. ‘And the
- honeurable ».m;e-m;_beps'.‘z:df’ it may be looked
upon, in this light, as the guardians of the
_ public welfare.. In prefiding over the genes
ral' commercial interefts of the kingdom,

“they are to infpe& the feveral branches of

~ traflie, that are carried on, and: to give no:
tice: to the legiflature,-whether the profit of

the: kingdom, or of the ~merchant, is- moft

promoted; that the proper remedies or en-
couragements may be applied, according ag
the cafe requires, by ftopping up the forms
er. ‘channels; of a- difadvantageous trade; o

s ‘pening new ones, which may enrich the
4 public and the-adventurer together; encou-
| raging him to perfevere, and to enlarge hig
~ dealings in every, branch, which is benefici-

: 3.1 to the co:mmfun‘ity; ‘and;xirn'{‘Oh‘e; WOrd,b}" .‘
~enabling .t;hemegch_am:; to find his own pm- -

vate advantage in labouring for the good of'
his country. Self and focial happinefs; in
.~ this cafe, muft be made to unite: otherwife
it Wi,,llihappentin this, as i moft ather affairs,
that focial happinefs will not'be promoted at
calbo Bt confess s s

~ And as the affairs of commerce muft: for

W INTRODETion
the intent and t,'deﬁgn' :b‘eing, , aS*_-'i‘I' hu mbly

thefe reafonsultimately come unider thecogs -

nizance of the legiflature, it were greatly to "
be withed, that men of eminence and diff
-ﬁn&ion, “whofe birth and fortunes'procuré
them an admiffion into the Britith fenate,
would employ a little more of their time in

L the cultivation of a fcience, fo worthy ofv

their greateft regard and attention. The in-
tereft of their country, and their own, do
both concur in requiring fuch a condué
from them. I beg leave to mention not on-
ly the intereft of their country, but their

~own: for it is a moft certain fa&, though

not {ufliciently attended to, that the landed
gentleman is more deeply concerned in the
national effe@s of an advantageous or difad-
vantageous commerce, than the merchant
himfelf. If this aflertion thould appear a
paradox to any one, T hope a few lines will
‘convince him of the truth of it. | |
~ Suppofe then fome general calamity to
befal the trade of the kingdom :—Or, to put -
a more ftriking cafe, fuppofe the mouth of
the Thames to be choked up with fands and -
marfhes, (as that fine river in France, the
| thne,really is) foas to afford no port worth
mentioning for - the purpofes of commerce:
in fuch a melancholy cafe, the merchants,
manufadturers, owners of fhips, failors, and




- all the multitudes of tradefmen dévendent
‘upon this commerce, would indecd be the
firft affected; but they would not be the.
greateft lofers. For after the firft fhock, they

would eafily remove with the beft of their

effetts, and try. their fortunes elfewhere,
But the landed gentleman, whar mufthe do?
he is bound;down:to the foil, and cannot re-
‘r“noy}e‘his eftate, thou gh the perfons are gone,
who ufed to confume the produét of it. Thus
the evil becomes incurable, and perpetual
with regard to him, and every day increaf-
ing: whereas with refpeét to the merchant,

it was only a fhock at firft, which he has

the chance of getting the better of, by re-
moving to a more advantageous fituation. |
It is fervently to be withed, that provi-
dence may never vifit us with fo terrible a-
jfudgmént, as the choaking up the mouth of

oour principal river leading to the metropolis

of the kingdom. But the bare {uppofal of
fucha cafe is fufficient to prove, L humbly
prefume, with irrefiftible evidence, that the
landed gentlemen, in the countiesadjacent to
" Londqn, are more deeply interefted in the
’ confequences of the trade of London, than

~the merchants themfelves:- and. therefore,
that thofe fuppofed dittingions of landed in-
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INTRODUCTION 17
tereft, and trading intereft, in the fenfe they
are commonly ufed, are the moft idle and -
filly, as well as falfe and injurious, that evet
divided mankind. o SR
But above all, we muft beg leave to ob-

'féfv,e,_by way of inducement to the landed
gé‘ntléman to turn his t‘houghts to this ftudy,
that his very private intereft is rather a help,
than a detriment o him in the profecution
ofit. Tt puts no wrong biafs upon his mind,
but direéts him to the true point of light,
from whence to fee, and to judge of thefe
affairs: which is a circumftance in fome re-
fpe& peculiar to his fituation. :

~ For, if we fuppofe the {cene flill to con-
tinue in and about London, (though the fame
would hold true of any other part of the
kingdom) as the private intereft of the land-
ed gentleman arifes from the general com-
merce of the place, he can have no partial
views in relation to trade, nor can reap any
‘advantage from monopolies, exclufive com-
panies, or fuch like deftru&tive artif_‘ic.es. Ther
more perfons there are employed in every -
branch of bufinefs, the more there will be to.
eonfum@ the produce of his eftate: fo that
he will have no temptations to complain,
that the trade is overB ftocked, or wifh th

o ’ 2 .
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- promotion of this trade, in order to the de- :
~ clenfion of that. In fhort, his own intereft

is conne&ed with the good of the whole; fo
that he cannot but be extremely well quali
fied to underftand, and to promote it, if he
- will pleafe to make ufe of the advantages he
s happxly poﬂ'eﬂéd of
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| | 'A BRIEF
ESSAY ON TRADE.»

The prmcxpal A DVANTAGES of
FRANCiL thh refpeé’c to TRADE. .

HE mtuml produce and commo&” L
B ties of the country.—~—Thefe are
chleﬂy wines, brandies, filk; 1:111eﬂ,hemp-,.an& B
oil. 1 do not mention corn; for though t'hey' |

~raife a great deal, yet; as they are great

bread-eaters; they confume a ‘grear deal,.
and have little to-fpare for- exportarxon*
"Their harvefts al{o are more precarmus« ttham
ours, and often fail. - TSI
IL.The h:fbordmax}ow ef ehe COMTION,
people is-an. unfpeakable ac%vamage to thems
in refped to trade: ——=By this micans, the.
manufalurers are always kep'e induftriouss
~they dare not run-into. fhocking lewdneft
and: debauehery, to drunkennefs they are:
“not inclined. . "Fhey * are obliged 50 enter-
nuo«thee married-fate; whereby they mzfe up

. - THe faw of Fiance obhges» oll unmastied menito ferve:
as common foldiers in the militia- and*the army; uolefs theg:;
‘have particular. excmgnons on. - account. of then‘ ﬁa,nons and,

Brofeﬂions. R
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large families to labour, and I«.eep down the
price of it: and confequently, by working
cheaper, enable the merchant to feH the
cheaper.¢ T o -
IIT. The rules and reoulatxons they are
| obhged to, obferve in manufa&urmg their
goods, and expoﬁng them tofale, is a great
advantage to the credit of their manuf'a-
&ures, and confequently to trade.” All forts

- of goods for exportation muft undergo anin-

1pedtion of the proper officer in the public
hall: there they are compared with: the
}gattcrns or famples delivered. in before.
- The bad, and {uch as do not. anfwer to their
famples, are confifcated, with a fine levied
upon the offender. By thefe means, the frau-
dulent defigns of private traders; who would
get.rich at the public expence, are prevent-
gd,and: the national manufa&ox y cenf’cant}y
- kept:up in high credit. :

- IV. Ther er‘&cellent roads the’rr n‘av'}--

gable rivers and;ca-nals, are of fingular ad
vantage to their “trade.——Their great

roads are’ alW'xys in good-erder, and 'ahvays :

carried on'in a fraight line, where.the. na-
ture of the grom‘d will permit; and made at

a moft prodigious expence; each. provinee
’ ibemg abhged 1o make and repair their own
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roads.  And yet there is no expence for
turnpikes from one end of the kingdom to
the other, . - - IR A
“Their rivers are indeed, for the moﬁ part,
the work of nature: the Seine, the Loire,
the Garonne, and the Rhone, with all the
rivers which fall into them, help to carry
on.a communication with mof’t.;pf the great
cities of the kingdom. S
But their canals are their own proper' |
pralfe ‘and equally deferving admiration on
account of their grandeur and. contrivance,
as for their u{efulnefs to trade, in lowering |
the price of carriage. Among thefe, that of

| Languedoc, and the two canals of Orleans

and Briare, are worthy to be particularly
mentroned By means of the former,acom-
munication. is opened between Bourdeaux B
“and. Marfellles, between the ocean and the

‘ Mednerranean, wuhout quﬁng through the

Streights of Glbralmr, and ﬁuroundmg; all
the coafts of Portugal and Spain:, and by vir-
tue of the two later, an eafy mtercourfe is |
mamtamed between all the great towns -
tuated on, the Seme and the Loire. Many

other canals there are, and more fiill in-
tcnded to be made, greatly advmtagpous to
thexr commerce. 4
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V. The French enjoy a great advanmge
in the goodnefs of their fugar colonies.-
It is not owing to any {uperior kil in them,
or wrong condudt in us, nor yetany greater
oeconomy in ‘their planters, ‘or profufenefs
in ours, (for upon the ftri¢e(t enquiry, both

~will be found to be very culpable) that they
exceed us in the clreapnefs or goodnefs of
their commodities; but becaufe our Leeward
‘iflands are ' worn out, being originally of no
depth of {oil; and the ground is more upoa
a level, confequently more fubje@ to be
burnt up; whereas their iflands are ftill ve-
ry good. En Martinice particularly, the
ground is rich, the foil deep, diverfified with

high hills, aﬂ‘ordmg copious fireams of wa-

ter, and refrefhing fhades. Another - great ad-

vantage which the French have over the
Englifh in their {ugar colonies, ts thefr Agra-
rian-law, whereby monopohﬁs are prevent-
 ed from engro{ﬁng too much land.” So that
‘the number of whites are greatly encreafed,

the lands improved, more commodmes raif:
‘ed, the planters obliged to a more frug gal
manner of living, ‘and all things rendered
cheaper. By thefe meansIVIartmrco.canmuf’cer
fixteen thoufand fighting men; but Jamaica,
- which is near three times as- large, only four

i

|
5

ks i

‘yantage to it.-
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thoufand. Add to this, that the lnhabltants
of old France do not ufe the tenth part of
the fugars for home confumption, which the
Englith do; and therefore have that com-
modity to export again to foreign markets,

and with it ro encreafe the national wealth.

VI. The French colonies receiveall their’
Juxuries and refinements of living from their
mother country; which is a very great ad-

‘ ~They are not fuffered,
nor indeed doth it appear, that they are |
much inclined to go -to any other fhop or

“market for thefe things. Neither have they

fet up any manufacures of their own, to

the prejudice of their mother country.. In-

deed, as to the neceffaries of life, they fup-
ply themfelves with them where they can;
and frequently buy of the Englifh. But this

is a cafe of neceflity, which cannot be fub-

je& to reftraints.  As to articles of lugury, ~

parade, and pleafure, we very feldom. hear

© that they buy any of them from us.

VIL. The manner of colleting their du-
ties on feveral forts of goods nnported is of
greater advantage to trade, than can eqﬁly
be imagined —In the port. of Bourdeaux
(and I take it for granted fo good a regulati-
on obtams in other places) there are pubhc
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~ warehoufes, Very‘pr.‘oper and convenieh’t} ad.
Joining to the cuftom-houfe, And al provi-
fions and goods, neceffary for the ufe of their

fugarvcolonies,‘ are there depoﬁtéd by the

pay»

.rne:rchant,till the thip fails, duty free,
ing only a moderate * price for cellerage.
When fhe returns, the fugars, etc. are land.
ed ..in:the king’s warehoufes, where they re.
main, till the importer has found a purchafer
for a proper quantity: then
duty for that, and has it taken

away, letting
the reft continue.

Or if he intends thefe

goods for exportation, there they lie ready §

and convenient. By this means he is never

- driven to ftreights on account of the king’s -

duty; and is enabled to carry on a very ex-
 tenfive trade with a fimalliftock. The confe-

- quence of which is, thatﬂm-ény ,perfonééré
hereby capacitated to enter confiderably in-
to commerce, who could not otherwife have
done it. For one thoufand pounds fterling
in France, will go near ‘as far as two thou.
fand pounds in England.— :
on, that'ag theré‘ is no money immediafely
’adv\a‘nced on account of the king’ s ﬂu’ty; the

- whole gains of the merchant will arife only

'from the money a&ually in trade: ‘now as
thisis lefs by near one half to what it would

Y

be pays the

Not to menti-
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have been, had the duty been all pai’d at
once; confequently he can afford to fell one
half lefs than he mufthave demanded in the
othercafe. -~ . -
VIII. Their neighbourhood to Spain,
and prefent conne&ion with i, is of {o gre:\f
advantage, as to be worth all their trade be-
fides.——For it is certain, they get more
from the Spaniards than all the trading nati-
tions in Europe.  Their poor from Peri-
gord, Limofin, and other places, come year-
ly into Spain to reap their corn, and gather
in their vintage; and carry back what they
have earned to fpend in France. The fith:
ermen from Bayonne; and the neighbouring
places, fupply them with great quantitics
both of frefh and falt fith to eat on Faft-
days, and to keep Lent. The pedlars and
fhop-keepers in Spain -are moftly French,
who reti're_-‘ into ‘their ‘own cou ntry, when
“they have made their fortunes. The towns
~in Languedoc fupply them with cloth, filks,
_and ftockings; Rouen with hats, and coarfe -
linen ftuffs; Abbeville, with fuperfine cloths; -
Amiens and Arras, with worfted and came
blet ftuffs; and Lions, with all {orts of rich
filks, gold and filver lace, etc. for their con-
~ fumption both in Europe and America,” In

Essay oxn TRADE.
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ﬂaort_,?:thé-greateft p’a.r't:-'of the produce of' the

mines of Potofi is brought into France,
Hence it is, that their payments are all in

filver: and gold is more fcarce in France, in

the currency of coin, than filver is in Eng-
land. A plain proof, that they have the great
‘trade to Spain, as we have to Portugal.
- IX. Their addrefs in drawing raw mate-
rials from other countries to work up in their
own, ferves greatly to enlarge and extend
their trade. — France produces fome wool
and filk; but not a fourth part of what they

manufa&ure. ‘WOOI'.lt-hey imp;_ort’ from Bar-

~bary, the Levant, and- Spain. They alfo

bring wool from Switzerland. Some little
[ ‘pethaps' is run from England; but, T have |

“good reafon to believe, not much. The quan-
tity from Ireland is very confiderable ; which
is owing to.our own wrong policy.: The beft
of their raw filk they draw from Piemont,

. the Levant, Iraly, and Spain. Their cotton
s brought from the Levant, and from their
fugar.colonies. And the afhes for making
foap at Marfeilles are chiefly imported from
Egypt. .~
- X. They reap unfpeakable  advantage,

by the permiffion and encoura gement given

~“to foreign merchants and manufacturers to
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| fortle among them;-—By this good policy the

price of labour is always kept fufﬁcxently
low. A competition and",eim;latiog;are.ral{.
ed, who fhall work, -and fell the cheapeft;
which muft turn out greatly to the nation-
al a‘dVamagé, tho‘ijgh it may ;:ot:be;:‘fo f.cﬁquu:‘-
able to the pr‘ilva‘tainte‘reﬁ of indi‘.«*;dqa‘ls'.
For thele reafons, the government is parti-
cularly gentle and indulgent to f?reiglmrs.
And the fituation of the country is greatly

“afliftant to this difpofition of the govern-

ment.—— France is {urrounded with popu-

Tous; that is, prolific nations, who have no

‘tiade and manufactures of their own to em-

‘ploy their poor, Flanders, all Germany on

the fide of the Rbine, ijitzerland‘,' Savoy,
and fome parts of Italy, pour thexr .fppgrimj
rrié‘r"ﬁ’r)}‘lh:in?dsiéj'zery*y’gaff int.of rance; where .
they are careffed, and received into t‘qe ar-
my, or the 1ﬁanilfa&ure; faccotdiﬁr;g to their
inclinations. The Rhone is fo caly and
cheap a caneyénce; for th c it wmns Qf -
habitants bordering on the lake of Geneva,
that fo fmall a fum as one fhilling, or eigh-

~teen pence each perfon, will bring them to

the" chief manufa&uring town in the kuég-
n, vi i ‘And there are faid to be -
dom, viz. Lions. And there are {ai

: B R SUREE SRS L ST SRS B
" no lefs than ten thoufand Swifs and Ger
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mans cmployed in that city. The numbers
alfo i m all the other co mmercial towns are
very gre eat and dally mcreafng

XI Tne Enghﬂl monopohes, hxch are
fo deﬁru&we to the interefts of Great Bri.

tain, become, for the very fame reafon, of |
the greate(t benefit and advantage to France,

| —Marfeilles is a ﬂagrant and a melqncholy
proof of this qﬂértlon. For the trade of this
place hath ﬁourlﬂled and increafed Juf‘c in
the {ame proportlon, as that. of our Turkey
company funk and declined. All the fine
ftreets and new buddmgs of the city dare
“therr ongmal from this period, So that we
may truly fay, they were built, and are now
~fupported, by the exclufive Turkcy compa-
ny of England Moreover, the Englith
,Hudfon s-Bay company is the only caufe,
‘which can make the F rench fett]ements in
fo wretched a _country as the northern parts
of Canada, to flourifh; Wlth fo difficult and
dangerous a navxgatlon, as that up the bay
‘of 8t. Lawrence. It is thls, and no other, is
| }'the caufe that enables them to extend thelr
“colonies, and to underfe]l the Enghfh in al
the articles of furr; which they apparently
~do in times of peace.

XII The public ﬁock of wealth is grcatly
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encreafed, by foreigners of all countries tra.
velling among them..—The advantages from
hence accruing have not been fo much at-
tended to, as, I humbly tl think, they Juﬁly
deferve. For while thefe foreigners refide in’
the country, they not only pay for their
food and board at an high rate, but they al-
{o clothe themfelves with the manufadtures
of it, and b"uy many curiofities. But this is
not all: for having contrated a liking to the
produce and- manufactures of the country
they travelled i in, they continue to ufe them
when they are returned to their own; and

{o introduce them to the knowlege, eﬂeem,
and approbation of others: this begets a de-
mand; and a demand- for them draws ona
correfpondence, ‘and a fettled commerce.
Thefe are the advantages which the French
enjoy by fuch numbers of foreigners travel-
ling among them ; whereas they {carce ever“
travel themfelves; and by that means circu-

late the money in their own country.

XIIL France enjoys no {mall advantage,
‘as it doth not lofe much by the article of
fmuggling, in comparifon to what England

doth—This is owing to the ftrictnefs of their
government, the many {pies they have upe
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on every man’s aétions, and being able to
punith the flighteft offence more feverely,

:md: m a more {ummary way than we can,
or is confiftent with a free conftitution to

-

The principal DISADVANTAGES of

- France with regard to TRADE.

I. THE firft difadvanmgé to afree

trade is the government, which is arbitrary -
and defpotic; and therefore fuch as a mer-

chant would not chufe to live under, if he

knows the fiveets of liberty in another
country, and has no attachment of family,

ori‘ntgre& to keep him flill in France.——
It muft be acknowleged, his property, ge-
nerally fpeaking, is fecure enough, but hig

perfon isnot fo. T'o explain this; we muft

beg leave to obferve, that though there are

fixed and ftated laws in France to-decide all -

ca{'eSjof property, and criminal caufes, as
here in England; {o that a man may know

the rules he is to be governed by in thofe

refpe@s, and can have an open- trial for his-
life and fortune: yet there are no laws to
afcertain the nature of political offences, or

L

31
to circumfcribe the power of the judge: fo
that he muft be entirely at the mercy of the
lieutenant de palifé, and his deputies; who
can imprifon him at wiil, without affigning
any reafon, or bringing any evidence to con-
front him. And therefore his only fecurity
confifts, in being continually lavifh in the,
praife of the king and the miniftry, and in
{aying nothing which may afford the leaft
pretence to the fpies, who {warm all over: f
the kingdom, to inform againft hinv. |
II. The fecond difadvantage to the free-
dom of trade, is the Romifh religion; whick
has added to its many other abfurdities, @
fpirit of cruelty and perfecution; fo repug-
nant to the fcope and tendency of the gofpek
_Therefore a proteftant merchant, if at
‘the fame time a confcientious man, will find
himfelf very often reduced to great difficul: -
ties, in order to avoid on the onehand the fin
of hypoerify, by compliances againit his con-
;fei‘enc.e, or 011 the- @_ﬂ}%ﬁT,, the danger "ﬁ,tftend-,
ing the exercifc of his religion, and the edu:
cating of his children in the proteftant way. |
'T'his, I fay, will often happen, even at pre-
fent; though: the bigotry of the court of
* France is not near fo great, as It was in for=
mer times. | |
; ¢y
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- HI. Another great burden, and confe.
quently a difadvantage to the trade of F rance,
s, the great number of religious of both
fexes.—The lowefl computation of thefe a-
~mounts to near three hundred thoufand per-
fons: a great part of which number might,
~and would be employed in trade and manu-
fa&tures; and the reft might be ufeful to fo-
ciety in other fpheres. But that is not all;
they are a very heavy weight upon the
public. Vaft eftates are appropriated for the
fupport of fome of thefe religious orders,
whofe fund is continvally accumulating, not
only by legacies and donations, but alfo by
whatever fortune each perfon is pofleffed
- of, at the time of taking the vow.. And o-
- thers, who are of the mendicant orders,
and are allowed to have no property, be-
‘come a continual tax upon the indultry and
charity of the people; and thefe moftly of
the middling and lower fort. Not to men-
tion the increafing riches and dead wealth
in\ all their churches. - o
IV, A fourth great difadvantage to the
trade of France, is their numerous and poor
nobility. —— The 'nature and conftitution
of that government require the notion of

‘birth and family to be kept up very high,

A~ Essay ox Trape. 33
as it will always create an indigent nobility,
and confequently dependent upon the court
for fuch preferments as may not deroge,
or bring a ftain upon their family. More- -
over, the fame refined policy induces the
court to make the military fervice be e-
fteemed the moft honourable; as it muft
render the-whole body of the nobility {oldi-
ers to fight their battles; the richer ferving
for glory, and the poorer for an honourable
fupport. 'The confequence of all this 1s,
that they heartily defpife the Bourgeois ¥,
. % 1n France, the inhabitahts are ufially diftinguifhed by
three ranks, or orders ; the noblefle, the bourgeois, and the
paifans. Each of thefe are totally diftin& from the other. The
pdﬁcrity of the nobleffe aré all noblefle, though ever fo poor,
and though not honoured with the titles of count, marquis,
ctc, as noblémen are here in England, The ‘poﬁer'ity ofa -
bourgeois, though ever {o' rich, and though the family have
left off trade a hundred years ago, are flill but bourgeois, un-
til'théy are ennobled by patent, or have wiped off the dif~:

grace of having been merchants, by fome fignal military ’fcr-'
vice, or have purchafed fome honourable employ. Therefore

* when the nobleffe call the merchants bourgeois, burgefles, they

mean it as a term of infamy and reproach, anfwering to tha\g
of pitifal low mechanic in Englith. Indeed, by ﬁ?me ordi~
nances, the noblefle are permitted to engage in c_exjtam brancl?—,
es of foreign and wholefale trade, without bringing any I‘}am
upon their family. But thefe permiffions will have very little
'cﬁicécj to induce the nobility to turn merchan‘ts, as long as
the military fervice is fo highly exalted in credit and rep:uta;‘f
tion above merchandize. The very genius of the govern-
ment makes it a fcandal not to be a foldier: vlaws willlhave
little force againft this, - S IR
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that is, the merchant and tradefman: and

he, when he gets rich, is as defirous of quit-

ting fo difhonourable an employ, wherein
his riches cannot fecure him from infult an-d‘
Being therefore ambitious of
raifing his own family to be of the nobleffe,
he leaves off trade as foon as he can, and
breeds up his fons to the military profeffion,

~or purchafes fome office in the law or civil

ngcmment‘,-which may ennoble them.

V. The trade of France fuffers another ’

inconveniency by the nature of its taxes.
- —Some of thefe, in certain provinces, are
‘very arbitrary; as the taille, which is levied

“moftly upon the poor. peafants and manufa-

&urers in the country villages. Others are
very heavy; as the duty upon falt, which
15 Ihockmgly oppreflive. * Others again,
though not quite fo oppreflive, are. yet e-
qually improperly laid; becaufe they are
upon the neceflaries of life, which are to
feed the tradefman, and to vitual the ﬂ11p~

ping. 'Thus, for example, all forts of pro- .

vifions, corn, wine, butchers meat, poultry,
eggq fifh, aldenﬁu’f‘ and fruit, pay a du-
ty at the enterance of fome of their great
gmes. There are duties alfo lately laid up-
en foap and ¢ andlcs..- And in __thc Pais des

Etats, where the moft grievous of thefe im-

pofts are not levied, they lay a provmmal
duty apon all things going in or out of that
province; which makes the merchandlze fo -
paffmg through, become the dearer at a fo-
reign | market, - o
VI. The ma1tr1fes, thch fo generaﬂy;
prevall in France, are a clog to the trade of
the country. Thefe maitrifes are much -
he {ame as our companies in towns corpo-
rate; only we have this advantage, that in.
England their pernicious effedts can be more.
eafily eluded by having fhops, etc. within
glafs. Wmdows. Befides, our .beft manufa-.
&uring towns, fuch as Birmingham, Man-
chefter, Leeds, and even four fifths of Lon--
don Ltfelf viz. Weﬁmmﬁer, Southwark ;
and all the fuburbs, have no companies at.
all.  Whereas in France all.tradefinen are
obhered to be free of thelr proper maitrife,.

’ before they can fet up. The fine for this,

in fome trades, is very conf derable.v And
there is alfo, in time of War, an annml de-
mand of a certain pxoportlon of men out of :
C’lCh man:rxfe which is underf’tood to 1mply
a fum of money by way of equivalent..
Thus, the more *hefe maltrxfes become ufe-
ful to fupgly the exigencies. of the governs
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ment at a pinch, the more privileges they
| wdl acquire; and the greater the privilege

is of any particular company, the lefs will

be the general trade of the country.

“VIL The French fuftain fome difadvan.

tage by‘theirmo‘nopolies and exclufive char- ~ §

ter3-- -They have an Eaft-India company
at Port I'Orient: Marfeilles is a free port

for the Levant and Barbary trade; whereas

there is a’ duty of 20 per cent. upon all
fn‘érc“handi'z'e of thofe countries, if im i)Orted ;
18t0 any other port of France in the Medi-
terranean. And even at Mjérfeilles, there is
| flpart’icular e-xcluﬁve'comp‘any for 'iim'pOrt-"
Ing corn and wool from Africa. Lions is free”
for all il entering, ot going out; -‘fvah‘é’r*éaéf
there is an hea vy duty in the neighbouring
towns; by‘whicihmea‘ns, Lions may be faid"
to have an exclufive charter. And there is
good reafon to conclude, there is fdmeth’ifng“
of the fame nature for tfhé'Turkcy cloth at™
Carcaffonne, the filk and Worﬁedf*f’tockings
at Nifies, the clothing for the {oldiery at
Lodeve, the fuperfine cloth at Abbeville,

the ftuffs at Amiens, the camblets at Arras,

. the painted linens and cottons at Rouen, etc.

“'VIIL 'The French labour under no frmall

- difadvantage on account of the expence they -

A

are at in the article of thipping——They
have more men to navigate their fhips than
the Englifh, becaufe they are not fo expert
failors. . They muft carry fome fupernumes
rary landmen, by the king’s orders: they
muft have many officers to govern thefe
men, becaufe the merchant is to be. refpon.
fible for them when the {hip returns. Thefe
officers will have a grand table, a cook,and
new bread every day. The fhip lies long in
port, if fent to the Weft-Indies to difpofe of
the cargo: becaufe their creolians are faid
to be fo dithoneft, that they do not care ta
truft them with commiffions. . And fo the
expences of the officers and of the crew run

- very high. Add to this, that the officér; be.

longing to the marine in France, will find
,yyay,s -and means to-give great trouble to the
merchant, both as to- the choice of failors,
and of officers, unlefs. he is pro perly confi-
dered: which is generally done by buying

“fome fhip flores of himfelf, or friends, at an-

exorbi;ta‘_n;" price.

- IX. The two national vices of the French,.
gaming and fine clothes, are a great hurt to
their trade.———Thefe expences cannot be
ﬁivpportedg but by a large profit; and that
will always leffen the demand at a foreign
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market if their nexgh bours can afford to fell
cheaper. - Not to ‘mention the iwxft rum

which gaming fometimes. brmg&. on, and the
lofs of time occafioned by it. ‘

- X. The fitnation of the ernch ports s
a great dxﬂldvantage to them; with refpe&
to the Hamburg and northern trade: and in
regard to the fouthern and Wef’cIndles,
they are not better fituated; and are not
near {0 many, nor fo good as ours, efpecxal
ly if we take Ireland into the account.
" Theyhave only an advantabe w1th refpe& to
the Mediterranean.

“XI. The fqrmmg of the revenue 1s ano-

‘ther great dxfadvantacfe to' the commerce of .

France. For thefe f'armers have moft im-
- moderate profits, and live in all the fplendor
and expence of the - firft prmces of the
blood. And as they a& by the king’s authd*
rity, they tymnmfe over the fu‘wje&s with
impunity.~——Yet I cannot fee how the
French gov‘ernment can be Wlthout fuch a
fet of people.—For when money is, wanted,
they are ready to'lend, while the fubje& is
afraid: therefore they borrow of the fub.
Je& giving their own fecuutles, and then
lend o the government at an advanced

&
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price, paying themfelves, as the duties are
colleéted.

To thefe difadvantages, it has been inti-
mated, T ou gh‘t to have mentioned their ma-
ny holidays, on which they muft not work,
and their pompous proceflions, which draw
the people agazing after them. ——The
thought did occur te me before, at the time
of writing the firft edition: but I fupprefled
it then, and now beg leave to aflign the rea-
fons; viz. In the firft place, thefe things are
greatly wearing off in France every day; fo-
that the lofs of time is not fo confiderable,
as one may imagine. - Secondly, Allowing
that fome time is idled away during thefe
holidays, and in feeing proceflions, etc. ftill ;
if we caft up the account of the time and
money which are fpent here in 'England by
all forts of manufa&urers in' horfe-racesy
cock-fightings, cricket-matches, bull-baitings,
but more efpecially in mobbing and ele&tio-
neering, (all which are not in France) I am
perfuaded, we fhail find the advantage gain-
ed over them, on the fcore of their holidays.
and proceflions, to be none at all; and that
upon comparing both articles together, the
amount of the difadvantages will be found

1o be greater on our fide, than on theirs.-

D.
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The principal ApvaNTAGES bf

GREAT BriTarN with refpe& to

TRADE.

I. 'THE natural produce and commo.
dities of the country; corn, wool, lead, tin,
copper, coal, butter, cheefe, tallow, lea.
ther.——All which are not to be found in

France, in that plenty and abundance they ‘

are in England.

II. The number, goodnefs, and fituati-
on of our. ports.———Thofe on the Weftern
fide of Great Bntam {efpecially if we reckon
Ireland a part of ourfelves, and include both
ilands under one general intereft, as in rea-
fon and policy we ought to do) are almoft
as wellfituated for the Southern trade, ag
the French: they are four times as many
- in number, and much Dbetter for fafety, and
depth of water. And as to. the North and
Baltic trade, the French can. come into no
compamfon with ours, IR

- IIL. Nature has been very bountlfu] in
bcﬁowmg on us fuch excellent fifheries;
particularly the herringfithery, on the
Northern coafts of Scotlmd -and the cod on

T o T ey
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the South Weft of Ireland.—Thefe great
advantages are always in our power to cul-
tivate and improve; and itis our fault, and
our reproach, that we do not.

1V. England enjoys another advantage
by means of its free government,——A
merchant can go to law with the crown, as
eafily as with a private fubje@t. The judges
are for the life of the prince on the throne;
and confequently not under the immediate
influence of the court. No man’s perfcn
can be detained, but a reafon mull be given,’
and the matter brought to an open trial,
where his equals are to be his jud_geé?,z and
to. decide between him and the crown,
whether he hath committed an Oﬂ‘fence a-
gainft the ftate, or not.

V. Another ineftimable blefling, and a

‘great advantage, confidered merely ina com- .

mercial view, is the liberty of confcience
we enjoy in thefe kingdoms.———Every
man is permitted to worfhip God in the way
he thinks the right and true, without fear
or referve; and may educate his children in
his own religion. The Roman Catholics in-
deed are under fome legal difcouragements:
butit is plain, the legiflature confidered them
rather as a political, than a religious fe&,




e e T

- when thofe laws were enaded.  And the
prefent government, by its condu& toﬁva\rdsﬁ
them, has given them fufficiently to under-
ftand, that they fhall not be difturbed in the
free exercife of their religion, provided they

Ax Essay ox Trapr.

affairs, by fiding with its enemies. ‘This,
farely, is but a reafonable demand : and here
- the matter feems to reft. | .
VL England' has always enjoyed an ad-
ventage in trade, as its manufa&urers have
ever been in high repute for their fkill and
ingenuity. Our locks, chains, clock-
work, mathematical inftruments, and all.
orts of cutlery ware, far exceed all others
ar this day, and are defervedly preferred by
foreign nations. And. our failors are confi-
derably fuperior to the French, in their art
and dexterity.. s A
VIL. England enjoys a very vifible ad-
‘vantage over France, as the whole bulk of
our people may be concerned in trade, if
they pleafe, without any difreputation to
~ their families. —The profeflion of a
merchant is efteemed full as honourable as
that of an officer. - And no man need leave
off trade, when he finds himfelf rich, in or-
der to be refpeéted as a gentleman. It is

will give no difturbance to the ftate in civi] |

i s
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Tikewife no fcandal for younger brothers of
the moft antient families to be bred up to
trade and bufinefs. o S |

VIII: We enjoy a fingular advantage by

our vaft colonies on the continent of Ame-
rica. From Newfoundland to Georgia',.
is an immenfe country; where all the inha-
bitants do ufe more or lefs of the growth
of their mother country; and England again
receives the produce and growth of theirs.
This is a mutual benefit, and fiill improve-
able. Lo .
IX. The ifland of Jamaica has fome ad-
vantages over any of the French iflands,
on account of its fituation, to carry on a be~
neficial trade with the Spanifh main; the
fweets of which have been fo {ufficiently
‘feiltrd’:uring the late war; as to need no Fmt:f-
ther illuftration. And this- ifland is capab‘le:
of great improvements in’ many other re-
X. The very wants of Great Britain; i
one refpe&;, might be turned into a fingular
advantage over the French in another.——
Tt is certain, France cannot casry on a trade:

" to moflt countries with that advantage to the

country it trades with, as the Englith. can.
——For. example;. the Englifh can. txadgc_




‘with the Spaniards to mutual advantage: if
- the Englifh export cloth and ftuffs to Spain,

they can take off fruits, oil and wine, by Wayt
of barter. Whereas the French canumaké-
no ufe of thefe commodisies, I’l‘aviﬁg fo much
- of their own growth both to ufe, and to
{pare.———A confideration of thig nature,,

well timed, and {trongly urged, might have

a good effe& upon the Spanifh court, to ins
duce them to favour the Englith commerce,
and difcountenance the French. It is owing:
to the fuccefsful application of Sir Paul Me.
thuen on this very head, when envoy to the
court of Portugal, that the Englifh- at this:
day enjoy the whole trade of Portugal, and
tha; the French, in a manner, are excluded.
XI. The low intereft of money, and the:
gf&fy and expeditious transfers in- the funds,
- give to Great Britain a manifeﬁ»ééﬁranmg;
in the _.affairs of com_,mérpe. For were the
intereft as high as in France, the exportatibﬁ»
of our manufalures would be much dearer,
as every exporter would expe@ to get a
profic fuperior to the intereft of money; the
.im‘f: cconfequence of which would be a lefs
fening of the quantity exported.— Be-
fides, the merchants of London, by means
- of Eaft-India bonds, and the quick transfers
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of ftocks, are enabled to make a profit of
their money, when not employed in ’t’rad‘e;;
by which means they can afford to buy and
{ell for lefs gains., o |

The principal DIsSADVANTAGES of
‘GreaT BriTAIN with regard o
~TRADE. o

1. THE firft and capital difadvantage, is
the want.of fubc‘)rdination in the lower elafs
of people.~———"This is attended with
dreadful confequences, both in a commerci-
al and a moral view. If they are fubject to
fittle or no control, they will run into vice:
vice is attended with expence, which muft
be fupported either by an high price for their
kabour, or by m ethods flill more deftruétive.
"Fhe end of alt is poverty and difeafe; and
fo they become a lothfome burden to the
public. Nothing is more vifible, than the
great difference between the morals and in-.

duftry of the manu fadturing poor in France,
~and in England. In the former, they are {o-
ber, frugal, and laborious: they marry, and

“have flocks of children, whom they bring

el i bt Sl LT Tl
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up to labour. In the latter, they are giv-
enup to drunkennefs and debauchery: the
ftreets fwarm with proftitutes, who {pread
the infedtion, till they are carried to an hof
‘pital, or their grave. The men are as bad
as can be defcribed; who become more vi-
tious, more indigent and idle, in proportion
to the advance of wages, and the cheapnefs
of provifions: great numbers of both fexes
never working at all, while they have any
thing to {pend upon their vices.

L. The prodigious expence of ‘eleétio-

‘neering is another fatal ftab to trade and in-
duftry.——Trt is not only fo much money
fpent, but it is fpent moftly upon manufa.

_ &urers; and fo it gives them a tafte for idle-
nefs, and brings on an habit of drunkennefs,
and extravagance. 'The want alfo of {ubor-

~dination, juft new complained of, is moﬁ.ly
to be imputed to the fame caufe; as it fets

‘them above control, frees them from all re-
ftraint, and brings down the rich to pay
their court to-them, contrary to: the juftand

- proper order of fociety, L
- ILL. Another very great burden on the

Englifh commerce is the vaft numbers of
poor; and thofe every day increafing.
_If"we.trace the matter to its fountain-head,

Ax Essay on TrADE
we fhall find it to be owing principally to
the fame caufes, viz. ele&tioneering, and the
want of {fubordination. And if a calculati-
on was made of the expences of electioneer-
ing, and the ruinous confequences of it, to«
gether with the annual poor tax, Iam V'e‘ry
fure, it would exceed, inthe proportion,
what France expends in maintaining three
hundred thoufand religious of both fexes:
fo that we gain no advantage over France in
this refpe&, through our own di{Tolutenefs"
and ill management. |

IV. Our trade is greatly burdened by

the nature of moft of our taxes, and the

| manner of colleéting them.—The cuftoms

on the goods imported make thofe goods
come much dearer to the confumer, than
they would do, if the confumer himfelf was
to pay the duty: and this becomesa firong
tefmptation to our people to ﬁnuggle.; The
taxes upon the neceflaries of life are in fa&t
fo many taxes upon trade and induftry: and
fuch muft be accounted the duaties upon{oap,
coal, candles, falt and leather. Likewife the
duties upon the importation of foreign raw -
materials, to be employed in'our own ma.

nufa&ures, are fo many fetters and chains
to prevent the progrefs of labour, and _cir-”‘
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ct.xlgtion;of' wealth. Thefe impofts were firt
laid on, under a notion of promoting the
landed intereft; but happy would it have

| been for thefe kingdoms, if the landed gen-
;]emen had underftood their intereft, beforé

- they attempted to thew :
moting it, | - :
Mor’eoyer, the expenfive manner of col.

N ‘le:é‘_tmg all our cuftoms is fill an addicional
~difadvantage ; fuch as the multiplication and

their zeal in pro-

Aplicting of offices, patent-places, fees, fine-

cures, penfions, etc. Thefe things indeed
create a dependence upon the court, énd
ate faid to ftrengthen the hands of the go
vernment; but if they do o in one refpe&,'
they weaken it much more in an-otuhezrr.
They give too juft caufe for complaint; the
beft friends of the prefent eftablithment are
grieved to fee any meafures which they can-
not vindicate. - Repeated fmi1ifmurs, whére
there is a real foundation for them, natural-
ly tend to alienate the affetions of the bulk
‘; of the people, which above all things thould
be guarded againft; becaufe in times of ac-’.
- tual danger, it is the people, -and not -plaée-
men and penfioners, who can fave the go-

vernment, and oppofe themfelves againtt the

Invations of foreign, or the infurre@ions of

i
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domeftic enemies: as was plainly feenin the
cafe of the late rebellion.

V. The great number of fmugglers in |

England are of infinite detriment to trade..

They carry nothing but bullion, or

wool out of the kingdom, and return moftly
with the commodities of France. They are
the neceffary caufe of creating many offices,
‘maintaining {loops, finacks, etc. to guard a-

gainft them; and they furnifh a pretence for
adding many more. 'Thus they become
doubly mifchievous. “They tempt others to
do the like, for fear of being ruined in their
lawful trades by being i111déribld;' The praé—
tice of fmuggling debauches ‘the morals of
the common people, it leads them into per-

jury, and tators them up in all vice and ex-

travagance. Somany expences incurred, fo
many deficiencies in the revenue, muft be
made up fome other way; that is, by duties
not {o liable to be embezzled. And therefore
fa& it is, that every man in paying taxes for
land, etc. pays for the damage done, or cauf-
ed by fmuggling. And yet till there isa pro--
per {ubordination introduced, and the quali.
fication for voting fomething altered from
what it is at prefent, it is eafy to fee, there
never can be any effe@ual cure for this
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-growing evil. Smugglers are, for the moft
part, inhabitants of boroughs and towns cor-
porate: they, or their relations, friends, deai
€rs, acquaintance, etc. are voters, and
verbum fat fapienti.

- VI. Our monopolies, pubhc compames,
and corporate charters, are the bane and
~ deftru&ion of a free trade —By the charter
of the Eaft- Indiacompany, at leaft nine thou-
fand nine hundred and ‘ninety-nine Britith
fubje&s, out of ten thoufand, without hav-
ing committed any fault to deferve fuch a
pumﬂlment are excluded from trading any
where beyond the ‘cape of Good Hope.
By the charter of the Tuarky company, a
like, or a greater number, are excluded from
having any commerce with the whole Tur-

- kith empire. The Hudfon’s Bay company
emgroﬂés all the fur trade with the Indians,
in an extent of country almoft as large as
half Europe. Thus the 1ntere{’c of nine thou-
fand nine hundred and ninety-nine fellow-

fubjedts is facrificed, in fo many refpeds, for
the fake of a fingle one. 'The whole nation
fuﬁ'ers n its commerce, and is debarred trad
ing to more than three fourths of the globe,
to enrich a few rapacious diretors. They

get wealthy the very fame way by whtch

h

.
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the pubhc becomes. poor, viz. Firft, by ex<
portmg fmall quantities of our own.manufac-
wures, in order to have an exorbitant profit;
and 2dly, by importing but a few of the
raw. materials of foreign countries, that they
may have the higher. price for ‘what! they
bring home.——A double mifchief! equally

fatal to the community, both by the fmall-

nefs of their. e\:ports and imports. .
- And as to corporate charters, and com:

panies of trades; they are likewife fo many

" monopolies in the places to which they be-

long, to the great.detriment of- national come
merce. —— Lo convince any one of this, let
him buit fuppofe a fet of town and country
butchers frequenting the fame market; and
that the country butchers were excluded for
a market or two; would not the town: but-
chers raife their prxce? i. e. put all their fel-
low-citizens under -contribution, by mreans
of this privilege? And doth net every other
company the fame in all things they fell?
And what is the confequence?——A gene-
ral dearnefs among one another, which niuft
light at laft upon the foreign trade, and
therefore diminifh the: quantity to be export-
ey b it e
~VIL Our imprudence and narrow-fpirit- -

.
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ednefs in not inviting forelgners to fettle 2
mong us, is another material difadvantage
“to the Englith trade.—Foreigners can never
getrichina ﬁra.11ge,_count~ry, ‘but by work:
* ing cheaper or better than the natives. And
if they do fo, though individuals may {uffer,
the public is certainly a gainer; as there is

fo much merchandize to be exported ‘upon -

cheaper terms; or fo much faved to the mer-
chant, whereby he may afford to export the
cheaper. ~Not to mention, that by this
~means the price of labour is continually beat
down, combinations of journeymen againft

- their mafters are prevented, induftry is en-
~couraged; and an emulation excited.: Ail~ |

which are greatly for the public good.

ﬂavery and oppreflion, when he gets rich
in a land of liberty and plenty, is not likely
- to return home, but will fettle. among us,
and becvome one of ourfelves, with his whole
family. And what are all Englithmen but
the defcendants of foreigners? In fhort, it

is the fame weaL policy to prevent foreign-

ers fettling among us, as it is in the poor |

about London, .to oppofe the Welfh and
Irith commg up to work in the gardens, and
carry in the harveft; not confidering, that
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if the gardener or farmer cannot have his.
work done cheap, he cannot afford to {ell
the garden-ftuff, bread, etc. cheapto them.
So that they themfelves find their account.

in the cheapnefs of the labour of thefe per- |

fons. - Indeed the Englifh fhould give more
encouragement, if poffible, to firangers than.
France doth ; as for many other reafons; fo-
particularly for this, that the Flemifh, Ger-

| * mans, Swifs, Piedmontife, Ttalians, etc. can
arrive at-moft of the manufaé’turmo towns

inFrance at a trifling expence ; whereas the:
Jong journey from their own-’coun‘try,‘*and,

the paffage over into England, ‘are a very

great difcouragement to foreign manufa&ur-

. | ers to-cometo fettle here. -
efides, a foreigner juft efcaped from |

VIIL Our illjudged pohcy, and unna- -

| tural jealoufy, in cramping the commerce

and manufaéures of Ireland, is another: Very

great bar againft extending our trade. .
This is a moft unaccountable. mfatuauon,
which has not the fhadow ofa public and
nanonal reafon to defend it. For if Ireland
gets: rlch, what is the coni?:quencer Eng-
land wﬂl be rich too, and France w1ll be

t“he poorer. The wool Wthh is now. fmug ,
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gled from + Ireland into France, and many.
~ faltured there, and from thence fent to op-
pofe our own commedities at forelgn mar-
kets, would be manufadured in Ireland
the French would lofe the benefit of it, the
Irith would get it:—The rents of the eftates

in Ireland would rife; and then the money -:‘

would foon: find its way into England. ‘Be.
fides, the Trifh might be ;incdrporated' into
the Englith parliament; and make one nati
on with ourfelves, bearing an equal fhare of
~taxes, and {o eafing England, at the fame
“time that Ireland is enrmhed.———-But more of
this hereafter.

IX. Want of a lefs expenf' ve way of re-
p'urmg our roads,. want of more navigable
rivers and canals, are a very great difadvan.
tage t0.England, in comparifon of France.—
Every one muft be fenfible of the heavy tax,

“which fo- many turnpikes lay upon trade ;
and how bad even the turnp1ke roads are n;

'f A clergyman, uhofc hvmg is in the weﬂ of ]rcland
affored me, that joft after the peate, ‘the wool fmngglers of
his parifb, got upwards of §o per-cent. by the wool the
fold to the French. — As long as this is the cafe; laws ani
reltritions will’ ﬁgmfy nothing. IF we have a mind to pre-
“vent the Trifl fending their ‘woolto France, - we- muft mikw:
it their interé®t to keep it. at homc, which can never be
\ done, ‘but by permitting them to manafadture it themfclvcs,
and cxport it to any markct they can.

—
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many parts of the country, d}&ant from
Tondon. - We have ‘no canals to open a

communication between city and city, river
and Fiver, though our country is much beﬂ-

ter adapted for them than France.

X We Tabour under a very great dlf'uf |
vantage, as moft’ of .our Leeward Hlands
are now 'worn out, and indeed were never
fo fertile, or of fo lafting a foil as the F rench;
therefore they require a greater expence to

cultivate them; fo that our fugars ‘muft

come- the -dearer to Europe. Belides, as.
we ufe fo'much for homie confumption, we
have the lefs 'to fpare - for foreign markets.
But the greateft misfortune is, that the plan~ |
tersin thefe fmall iflands are fuffered to mo-
nopolize 2s ‘much fand as they pleafe, by.
which means rhe pIan{anons are engroffed
inafew ‘hands, and the number of whites
is daily decveafing; fo that the fugar colonies
" now confume much lefs of the produce of
the mother country ; and yet in. time oE
danger, Eﬁgland is obhged to be at the ex-
pence. of a greater force to prote& them,, as.
t‘hey are lefs able to-defend them! felves.
XL hnghnd labours under a pecuhar dif=
advamage in comparifon te France, as it
~ colonies arenot fomuchunder the command

E 3
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" of their ,motherco_untry,, nor {o ftudious of

her welfare—1In many of thefe colonies fe.
veral manufatures are {et up,. and more in-

tended to be ere@ted, which will greatly in-

terfere with- the trade of England.  And
we: muft expe& that this evil will not de-
ereafe, but increafe-by time; unlefs an efe
fe&tual method can f; peedily be put in prac-
tice, . to divert the thoughts of our Ameri-

- €an colonies from thefe purfuits, to fome o- -
thers, equally. ferviceable to them, and Jefs

detrimental to us.  Befides, they not.only
-+ fet up manufatures of their own in oppofiti-
on to. ours, but they purchafe thofe Iy —
riesand% reﬁnementg OfliV}ng ﬁ'gm foreign.
- ers, which we could furnifh them with, I
. "Ieafﬂ-.one_ third oE.t,hefcy;artic]res;from foreign
- Dations; amongft whom the French come in’

for the greateft thare. .
 XIL. We alfo fuffer a further inconvenis
ence in not inviting foreigners to travel into

~ England, and fpend their money among us;
~and dn being too. fond of travelling our.
. fe’lve.s‘.,-—‘-,s‘Int.: is,'c:;'e't.tai.nrEﬂgland‘ has as\-,;m_any
puri()ﬁties fora fOI’rﬁ‘figDCllﬁ‘tp obferve; as any
+. country in the world: the whole ifland,
- and every thing belonging: te. it, being in

b
i

| ther. «inﬁipetable‘ bar to a large trade.~——
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many refpeéts different from the contfm;nt&
and worthy the attention of a ﬁranger | ;'1\1 3
even as -to -fine paintixugs,.~ 401‘-‘11fg’ma1 ,Vﬁ?m@%’
‘and antiques; ‘we have prodlgmus , eqlﬁl.e;&l-.
ons of them in private hands,” though lirtle

| khown _even to our own. coumry_mqn ,- fer

want- of a public “and gé;neral | ?@ta]og#ef
‘Moreover, ..om;,EngvliifIh,tr&velle.t‘s,am 'TfFrvanvcg
and Italy are continually making new qﬂ.
Je&ions in order to carry home, ,a‘n‘d ’embel.;
lifh their qwﬁzgoqntry;-= And yet our gen-

try-are fo fhy. toftrangers, -the fervants ex~

pe&t fo much vails, -and thef’cgmnlndn “peop}fe
-are fo rude and affronting, that ‘veryi‘fg&w
‘ca’re to travel in fuch a COun;ry., Pt
XL The high priee”of labour is ane- -

The caufes of which are fuch as havebeen
-affigned already, viz. Eli‘e&idnecen’ng —vthe |
corrupt morals of the people — taxes on

* -the neceffaries of life—monopolies, public

~ companies, and’ ‘éor‘poxjatb’if charters of ‘t'ra‘,de_s.,_‘
© XIV. We fuffer a very great detriment

throu gh the want of public inf] pe&ors,tofee |
that our manufadtirers produce every thing
‘good in'its kind; that they give good weight

"

~and meafure, and fold the worfe fide outer-

moft.. And what is fill worfe, ' where fuch

ES
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have been appointed, they have deqenerat

‘ed;, through fome unhappy abufe, fo faras

to mcrcafe the evxl they were: }mendfed to
~ cm‘*re& S

,‘ ments and oppofitions which the moft gener-
-ous fcheme will toé often: meet. with from
felfinterefted and def; 1gning men; who per

-vert:the invaluablé blefli ing of liberty and'a

free conttitution to fome of the worft of pur-
-pofes. Ina defpotic kingdom, the mm;ﬁry,
~have nene to oppofe them in their good de-
‘ﬁgns but: -among us, let their plan be ever
fo well caleulated for the public good, yet
if it clathes with the private intereft of ; any
- particular perfons, ‘trading cempanies, or
- tboroug 18, (as it peceflarily muft do)-then it

- Is oppoled, under various: -pretences, by |
. :'the united force of falfe patriots, who in-

- flame the popu}ace with words and names,
and blacken and mifreprefent the . beft de-
‘f'gns in the moﬁ malevolent manner.
a Be(’des, inan abfolute gevernment, there
s no poﬂibx ity of gaining preferment by
nmkmg one’s felf formidable to the miniftry.
'Whereas in Lnaland, it is the fare road to
it A bold plaufible {peaker in- the houle
| kembaraﬂ"ess che, fc;hemas of the mm}ﬁry, ot

XV. Add to- alI thefel the drfceurage- |

becaufe he thinks them wrong, but becaufe
he expeds to be bought off by a place, or
a penfion. A news-writer, or a pamphlet-

| cer, puts every meafare of the court in the

moft odious hght in order to make lns pa-

per fel} the better, or to. be thought con-
B ﬁderable enough to be retained on their fide.

On the other hand, the mxmﬁry are too
apt to endeavour. to quafh a motion, not be—
caufe it was a bad one, bt b—ecaufe it came
from the party in the oppofition. A good
motion, a publie-{pirited and generous pro-
pofal, ‘would raife the credit of the authors
of them too high with; the people, were they

carried into execution, to the detriment of -

the m:mﬁry T herefme f@lm /m, not /?z?lu iy
popzdﬁ ﬁzprema lexefto.

Thus-it is on beth f des- and an honei’t ”

weIlk -meaning perfon, whofe views are fingle,

and who is confcious to bimfelf of no other

attachment but the good of his country, can-

not but lament thefe ‘pernicious evils. —And

the more fo, ashe muftdefpair of feeing them

eﬁc&uqlly removed or cured, thhout intro-.
unlefs

ducmg worfe evils in the,u' {’cead, —
men were much honefter, and more upnght

than they are; vshxch, it isto be fealed, lS’

not hkely to bc foon the cafe.
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PROPOSALS

F or remedymg many of thc above-—
mentxoned INCONVENIENCIES' and

x encreaﬁng the TRADE and CREDIT
,,y,of GREA'I‘ BRITAIN?

I PROPOSAL

2 O alter the quahﬁcauon of' votmg, and

to mtroduce a- juft fubordination a-
. mong the people.— -When ¢ forty fhxlhngs
ayear was ﬁxed upon as a ﬁandard for a

-t The very recxtal of the ﬂatue, whzch af'certamed the
quahﬁcatlon of voting freeholders, is - the beft proof of the
reafonablcpef's and neceffity of what is here propofed..

% Anno offavo HENRICI VI. cap. 7.

: 'What f'orts of men ‘thall be choofers, and - who fhall be

: chofen knights of the Parliament, .

o ‘Whereas the eletions of knights of fhxres, to come to
* the Parliament of our Lord the ng, in many ‘courtries

- U of the realm of England, have now of late been made by
 ‘ very great. outrageous and exceflive number of people,
* dwelling within the fame counties of the realm of Eugland
*of the whxch nwﬂ part was, of, yeoplc of. fmall fubﬂance, '

' th:s dlﬁ'erence, that the evil could not be nearfo great then,
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voting freeho]der, it was: certamly more

| than an equivalent to twenty pounds per

ann. of modern rent. . Suppofe, now, thqt

‘equivalent as to fuch eletions to be made, with the moﬁ:
worthy knights and efquires dwelling within the faid coun-
txes, ‘whereby manﬂaughter riots, batteries, and  divifi-
~ons among the gentlemen and other people of the fame
counties fhall very likely rife- and’ be, unleffe’ ‘convenient

King conﬁdcrmg the premxfes hath provided, ordained

that the kmghts of the fhires tobe chofen within: the fame -
“realm of England, to come to the Parhamems of our

every. connty of’ the realm of England, by people dwell-
ing and refident in the fame counties, whereof” every one
“of them fhall have land or tenement, to the valuc offorty'
- fhillings by the year at leaft; above all charges; ‘and that -
they which fhall be fo chofen, fhall be dwelling and refi-
dent within the fame counties. Prqwdcd always, that
‘he: which cannot expend forty fhillings by the year as a-
fore is faid, (hall in no wxf’e be choofer of the knights f'or
the Parlxament ~
“ Here we find the fame caufi tcndmg to produce the fame
effect. in former times, as in: the prefent. ~ Only  there is

S R N

a 6 e »

e

as'now; becaufe the common people were ufed to much

greater fubordination, and the trade of the kingdom was ve- '
- ry inconfiderable, confequently could. not Jhave fuffered by
And yet, if

it in any degrec to what it doth at. prefent.
fuch' weré the reafons which' induced the legiflature to pafs

the above-recited a& -at that  time, how much more .reafon

have we to follow their example now ! |——The prefent value

of foxty thillings is not a tenth part ‘of what thcy mtcndcd

therefore; if we would keep up to the fpirit and- ‘meaning- of-
this law, we {hould at lcaﬁ ﬁx the quahﬁcatxon at twenty
pounds per annum. :

‘and of no value, whereof every of them prctended a voxcc _

and due remedy be provided in this behalf: ‘our. Lord the -

-and eftablithed, by authorlty of ' this prefent Parhament, ’

. Lord the King, hereafter to be holdcn fhall ‘be chofen in
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twenty pounds per ann, was the. requifite’

fum for a frecholder and two hundred
paunds ﬂ:ock in trade for a. trade{man, to
quahfy them to vote, the immediate confe-

- quence would neceﬂérlly be, that the manu:
- 'fa&uung part of our nation would not be
called from their work, to run. roving after
every elu&mneermg “a proper fubordinati-
~en-would be effe@tually introduced; the
_laws againft idlenefs and debauchery mlght

be executed ; and {muggling in a great mea-
fure fuppreﬁ“ed ~and all this without run-
ning the rifk of d1fobl1gxng fuch voters, and
lofing’ theu' votes.. Moreover, when things
were put upon fuch a footing, it -would be

a matter of honour and reputation to have

a vote, and confequemly, the voter would
pique himfelf more. upon -his integrity and

uncorrupmefé, than he now deth. Hev

would be above that bmbery and corrupt:on,
which appear fo- openly and avowedly on
all fides, -at prefent, throughout the king-
dom. ‘Likewife a fpirit of emulation and
induftry would be excited; and the privi-
lege of voting. Would become a laudable in-
‘ducement to every artificer, (not to get
drunk; or to-take a paltry bribe, asat pre-
fent is the. cafe) bnt to be ﬁugal and fay-

geecrse ol
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ing, in order to raife himfelf to the degree
of a voter.. And many artificers might ac-

complifh this by a few years induftry after

they are fet up. The number allo of the
- poor would confequently be leflened; the

- price of labour reduced; and the perfons

themfelves, who Would be debarred of vot-
ing by fucha fuppofed bill, much happler, |
much richer, and- qmeter than they now

are. Add to this, that a militia. for land -

ferwce, and a regifter- for the fea fervice,
might then be introduced, if it was judged
expedient ;. whereas at prefent it is impra~
&icable; becaufe fuch a power, where-ever
lodged would infallibly be. apphed to the
bad purpofes of mﬁuencmg votes: at the.
time of ele&xons. e

II PROPOSAL

« To ere& certain courts in all manufa&v.1r~
ing places of the kingdom, where the chief
dealers themfelves fhall petition for them,
Wxth the tltle of Jr Guardlans of the morals

1- The complamts avamﬂ: the morals of the manufa&ur-
ing poor become louder every day, and certamly demand, -
if any thing doth, the ferions attention of the legiflature,
Combinations of journeymen to extort exorbitant wages—
This money fpent in. drunkennefs and dcbauchel ys fo that
thcy are. the poorer. rather than the rlcher at the week's

F
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“of the. manuf'a&urmg poor.” Perhaps fome.

thing  to the following effe&, mlght fugge{’c
‘hmts to be 1mproved wpon.

end by the advam:ed pnce,--thcxr unf'axthf'ulnef’s to thexr tmﬁ
- m—=the badnefs of their'work, whenever their mafters have
a gréat' demand, and dare not turn them off,-—the increaf:
ing number of the poor; thefe, and many other articles of

- thc like nature, are the complamts juftly made on this head.

A certain very ingenious gentleman, aird himfelf -a great
manufaé’turer in the clothmg way, has attended to them
with great aﬁ'idulty, and is engaged in a fcheme which he
intends to exhibit to ‘the pubhc, of a very fingular nature,
for the reformation ' of thefc abufes, He has. carefully ob-
ferved; that in exceeding dear years, when corn and provi-
fions are at an extravagant price, then the work is beft and
«cheapeft done: s——Dbut that in cheap years, the manufaétur-

ers are idle, wages high, and work ill done He has carrxed,

" thefe obfervatlons through many years back ; ; and conﬁrm-
ed ‘them by the te[hmony of feveral great writers upon
- trade. . S
The\efore he mf'crs, that the hxvh duues, taxes, and cx~
eifes upon the necefaries of life; ‘are fo far from being a
‘,-clfadvantage to trade, as things are circumftanced among us,
- that they are eventually the chief fapport of it:—and ought

to be higher ftill, in order to obhge the péor either to work
ar ftarve.

‘Some thmgs may ccrtamly bc fald in favour of thzs
feheme. But' an humane and compaflionate man canmot
but be forry, to fee the morals of the poor fo very. corrupt,
‘as to oblige any one to think of fuch an expcdlcnt In the
~mean time, as much may be faid againft it; and as it wonld
involve the innocent as well as the gmlty in the fame pu-
m(hmcnt pcrhaps fome' other expedients would ‘better an-
fwer the' good end propofed, and not: be liable to the fame
obje&mns if3 the qualification for voting was fettled as in
the firft propofal, and court guardians erected,’ as propofed

in this; and forclgn} manufadturers naturalized, in order to . |
* keep down the price: of labour, and prevent any combinati- |
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The qualifications of -each member of |
this court to be as follows. 1ft, Thathe em-
ploy not lefs than twenty manufa&urers on-
his own account, the greater part of the
year; by this regulation, the moft eminent,

| as well as the moft concerned, will be the

only perfons admitted. 2dly, That each -

member fubfcribe a certain fum, fuppofe

two guineas at leaft, every year, towards the
good purpofes hereafter to be mentioned ;
but that they be admitted to receive the

legacies and donations of others. zdly,

That each- member be a married man,- in
order to fet the good example here recom-
mended, T A
The aim of this court to be to dxﬁ:ow
rage vice, idlenefs and debauchery,~and to g
encourage indultry, probity: and ﬁdehty, in
the lower clafs of people.. . o |
“The means to effeGtuate thefe good de:

figns, with great fubmlﬂion, perhaps rmy o
| be as. Follow. L |

ons among our own people, (as fhall be 'mentioned- in‘ a (_'uc~_
ceeding propofal) perhaps the morals of our poor would be -
as uncxceptionable, and the pnce of labour as, cheap asin a-
ny ‘other trading country, CoE .

“But which-ever fcheme is’ right, or if neither are, the
affair itfelf deferves the moft ferious regard of every one,

‘ who wxﬂxes well both to the fouls and bodxcs of his fcllow’

creatures, and thc good of his country.
Fa
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1ft; By removing all temptation, as
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much as poflible, out of the way; to which
end this court guardian fhall have the fole
power of judging, how many ale-houfes,
etc. are neceffary to be licenfed in their re-
fpe&tive diftriéts: that s, they fhall not have
a power to exceed the number allowed by
the juftices, but to leffen them as much as
Neither fhall they have the

. power to nominate the perfons to be licen:

{fed; but after they have delivered in their
lifts, the juftices fhall ‘nominate,~unlefs

- the juftices delay to do it for'a month after

delivery: in fuch cafe; they fhall be im:

powered to nominate themfelves. . They
fhall likewife have the power of levymg a
certain fine by diftrefs of goods, or in de-
fault of that fhall infli& corporal punifh-

“ment, on all perfons who keep cock:pits,

© i e RS R

- {kittle-allies, and all fiich places for the re-
fort of the common people, ‘within their

diftri&, alfo thofe who fet up ftages for

- cudgel-playing, efc. or booths for horfe-

races, or bring liquors, cakes, fruit, or

“any like temptations, to draw people toge-
ther. They fhall alfo be impowered to

expel out of thelr diftri&, all fuch common

| people as canpot glve a good account of' ,

. _ B i i
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themfelves by what means they fubfift; and

fhall particularly be enabled to remove fuch

women, as are {ufpe@ed to have a bad
chara&er, unlefs they can clear ‘themfelves
from the imputation, by the oaths of three,

- at leaft, of their neighbours of good fub-

ftance and repute, that they. believe them
to be innocent of the charge, and efteem

{ons.

them to bc honeﬁ chaﬂe, and fober per-

67

, 2dIy, Thefe court guardxans fhall endea-
~your to encourage induftry, probity, and
pradical -religion, by the following me-
thods; wviz. by allowing forty fhillings a-
piece to any young couple going to be mar-

ried, that can make it appear by the tefti-

mony of their mafters, that they have fav-

ed three pounds and upwards, by working
in their: fervice; and have behaved well.
If each of thefe can produce fuch a chara-

- &er, then this forty thillings to be made
four pounds. But not to be paid tilta year
and a day after marriage, during which -

time they are flill to behave well.—By al-

lowing alfo fomething difcretionally to thofe,

who are overburdened with large families,
or are fick, whofe charalters are known to

be good :—By prefenting alfoa few: goock

Fj
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books to the ‘rf.enéarkablyf d‘x’hgen‘t and indu-
ftrious.’ - Suppofe thefe were the Bible, and’
Gafirel’s - Chriftian Inftitutes; which are
books that no perfons of ever fo different
religious perfuaﬁc)rasgcan.‘obje&‘to; If thefe .
were neatly  bound, .gilt on the back and
leavea, with a cloth cafe, and had: ﬁampt:’

on one fide in gold letrers,

"THE HAND OF THE DILIGENT MAhET}I mcn,‘

| And on the other,
‘ To THE PRAISE OF THELM THAT DO WELL,

.they would be kept as. famlly pxeces, and
trophies; and mxght excite the fame lauda-
ble emulation in their poﬁerrty, whxch it
had done in themfelves. -~

. The diftri& here fo: oﬁen mentloned
is {fuppofed to be ten miles round from

the town or place appointed for keep-

“ing this court.. . The court to fit .every

mionth at leaft, for the difpatch of bufinefs,

wherein the attendance of three members
will be fufficient: and every quarter a ge-

neral meetmg, whlch muﬁ be compofed of

feven. i |
Thefe are on]y oﬁered thh great fub

miflion, to the public, as hints to be im-

proved upon. The importance of the af-

fir requires- that {fome expedients fhould:
be tried without delay If thefe are judg.
ed i improper, the author would exceedingly:
rejoice to fee better ‘in - their: . room; andf
thofe effe&ually camed into- e};ecunxon. |

IH PROPOSAL

. 48 To mcorporate ’ooth the anfh 1ﬂes\
together, and to make one kingdom in 111
refpedts, as to parhqment trade and taxes.”’

. This propofal of incorporation has long
been the wifh- of every generous-difinter-
efted patriot of both Kingdoms. And in-
deed inexptreflibly great would be the bene-
fit on both fides. :The Irifh would fhare

in the advantage of our trade, and we in-

theirs. + By permitting them ro get rich at
‘the expence of the French, they would be
enabled to eafe usi of -the burden of the
worft and heavieft of our taxes:—whereas
at prefent, the French, through our own
unaccountable infatuation, get rich at their
expence. - By this mutual benefit, neither
kingdom would be looked npen as foreign
to the other; but the goods of both Would"
be imported - duty free, or perhaps be confi-
dered only as coming coaﬁ-w1fe. T he he-~

Ax ESSAY oON TRADE. 69 S




.

76 An: Egsay on TRrRADE.

| ) ftile spfrohi..bitioni againft Wea‘ring, ~or ufing
the produce of either kingdom, would be

tween - the ;commerce of - the twe :nations,
| WOUld be-at, a_n:end :"‘"WhiCh ‘ W@“ld be at-

tended with' thele further happy confe-
quences, that many of the neceffaries of
life would be imported cheaper into Eng-
‘land, than they now can. be ~purchafed; a

great'advantage - this fo the merchant and:
manufacturer:—and mar.y more of the lu-
xuries, ornaments, and delicacies of living,

would be exported from hence into - Ireland.

For moft certain it’is, that in proportion as

Ireland grew rich; they would: take the

lead for the richeft of their clothes, furni:

ture, plate, jewels, equipages, efc. from

- England. - Likewife the inducements of bé:
- ing near the parliament, the.court, the pus

blic funds, efe.. would bring- many more I-

rifh families: to refide, and. fpend their for- .

tunes here, than now do.  In fhort, what-
ever wealth Ireland would draw from-other
countries by its produce, manufa&ures, and:

happy fituation; all that would continually
~center in England. -~ = .. L

. But here, methinks, Ihear L,felf;—interef& .

making an outcry, “ They would run as
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way with. our trade.” 'But pray. let me

calmly afk,” who would run away with it?

or where would they run to? Why truly
our own people, our own countrymen,
(who may.as ‘juftly be called fo, as the in-
habitants .of any: neighbouring. county,—
and are fome of the beft, and moft faithful
fubje@s the government has) would per-
"haps‘ carry fome part of a manufa-&urc; from
us to  themfelves.—But - what detriment

‘would this be to the ;xpublié‘?\ The people

of Yorkthire have done the very fame thing
byé:sf4Gloéeﬁe\rﬂ1ire- and Wiltthire. Let us

“therefore have a meeting of the clothiers

of thefe two counties to petition the parlia-
mém, that the Yorkﬂﬁ,re'looms;’én;dvmills
mﬁy be all broke and deftroyed: for t}xc-}r
have run away with our trade.——"This is'
fo-ridiculous and abfurd a propofal, that I
believe there is no petfon living, but muft
feéﬁand,fe‘el it to be fo. And yet let me. atk,

" Is not this the very cafe with refpe& to the

obje&ion “againft incorporating '\ vnth Tre-
Jand? Or if there be a difference between
the two eafes, I thould be glad to know

~ wherein it confifts? Is Ireland to be léoked
" up’oii as a diftin& kingdom ?—more is the

pity: for as the two kingdoms have but
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one common head«,——:one common: intereft

both in church and ftate,—the fame friends,

—and the fame enemies; they ought to
have been long fince confolidated together.
~But allowing it -to be called a diftin&

kingdom at prefent, till it is united:—fo j is

Yorkihire a diftin&t county, and was for-
merly, in the times of the heptarchy, a

- kingdom  likewife diflin& from the two

counties abovevmennoned Is Ireland a
great way. ~diftant from Enghmd ?—York-

thire 15 at a greater.diltance fill from the
counties above-mentioned.  And the come- .

munication between them is not fo eafy by
land, for the purpofes of commerce, as the
mher is by fea. . . o |

¢ But Ireland is more advantageouﬂ
“ {'mated for the trade to. the Weft- Indies;
therefore we muft deny
our own peop]e the benefit of trading, be-
caufe they are advantaqeouﬂy fitnated. for
carrying-it on.  This is a. weighty argu-
ment; Brlﬁol for mﬁmce, is better fituated
for. the Trith trade than London therefore
let us Londoners petition, that the port of
Briftol may be locked up. -

Tt would be an. endiefs, and a tedlous

piece. of wmk to Wade through fuch grofs‘

&
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and palpable abfurdities. - One thing is plain -
and ebvious, that felfintereft, the bane of
all public good, is driven to hard fhifts, in
order to cover fuch views as the dare not
If England itfelf was divid-
ed into two kingdoms, one comprehend
ing all the fouth, the other all the north
fide of theé Thames, and there were hoftile
prohibitions againft importing certain forts
of goods from London ta Southwark, and
vice verfa, and-high duties upon all the
reft: many individuals, on both fides, would
find their own private intereft in upheldmg
the divifion, and would cry out, upon any
propofal being made for an union—¢¢ Thefe
foreigners will run away with our trade”—
¢ They are better fituated than us”—
« Qur trade is in danger.” - But would this
cry wetgh with: upright men on both G des,
who had the welfare of the community tru-
ly at heart?’—If it would not, what thall
we think of the fame argument, ‘when urg:
ed againft Great Brltaxns mcorporatmg :
Wxth Ireland | |

IV PR.POSAL

gt After fuch an, umon of the tWQ kmg

ROV S
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doms, as above propofed, to lay by degrees
the Englifh taxes upon Ireland; and to eafe
~the Englih of the moft burdenfome of
theirs in the fame gradual manner.”—Sup-
~pofe, therefore, the firft year, that the Eng:
Tith laws of excife; and the duties ‘upon
French wines and brandies, are extended
to Ireland; then England might be eafed of
the falt tax, the fame year, or the following
one, -
charged with the fltamp and paper duties,
England might be difcharged of the tax u p-
on foap and candles.” If in the third, atax
was laid upon' the window-lights in Ireland,
the coal duties might be taken' off from
England. Ifin the fourth, the tax was laid
> upon coaches, this would: enable the parlia-
~ment to difcontinue the duty upon leather.
Laftly, If in the fifth year, Ireland was
{ubje&ted to a land-tax, this would eafe the

lands and houfes of England of at leaﬁ one -

third of thelr burden. .

. PROPOSAL

“To fet up woollen and filk manufa&ures

in the weft of England, and fouth-weft of
Ireland, (fuppof ing the former propofals to

take place) in order to rival the French. *
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'The price ¥ of labour is as che'xp in thofe -

parts, as.any where in- ‘France. And when"

a proper {ubordination is introduced, the:

temptanon of ele@ioneering. removed, ‘the
moft grlevous of our taxes- abolifhed, and a

* The prxce of labour at the p!aces under—ment:oned was-
given me, as'follows: R S
- At Lifle; the wages of j ;oumcymen ﬁockmw and camblet
weavets, abour 24 fous per day i.e. dbout 13 pence Eng-
lith; a fous bemg a little more than'an- halfpcnny

~:Abbeville and Amiens: journeymen weavers, and clothe .
workers, according to the nature of the work, and thcu
dcxtent], from 20 to so fous per day. ’ ,

- Ditto :to women cmployed in the manufa&ure, not morc'
than 12 fous per day. S
Hedgers and dnchcrs in the country, about 10. fous pel
: sztcs -v:,rjoumeymcn vﬂlip—carpcnter\s‘,,, about 30 fou‘sfpex‘:_;
day

Caﬁelnaudary Iabourels mcndmg the canal of Languc-»
doc, by the jobb, carn about 12 fous pér day,

Nifmes: journeymen weavers in the flk and ﬁocl\mo’_
tnrade, from:30 to 35 fous per day. DT ‘

~Marfeilles : journeymen taylors, 3o {'ous per day ~Ditte-
carpentcrs, 30. -—oDxtto ﬁlk weavexs, from 30 to 35 fous pcr-
day G , : R ;
““Toulon: Joumcymen ca1pcnters in the kmgs Vaxds, 30 :

~ fous per day.

¢ Lions: journeymen workmen havc feveral prices, accord-
ing to the filks, velvcts, gold (’tuﬂ"s, laccs, etc ﬂom 50 to
100 fous per-day. Cond
- Land-carriage’ of goods from Marfeilles to Lions, and
vice verfa, (230 Englilh miles)- “which-is oftcn dong: either
for fpeed, or fafety, the Rhone being djfficult to mount,"
and fine' goods miay take damage in going down, per bun-
dred, (108 1b. Englifh) from 6:to 7 livres, - N B A lwr&
is 1o pence halfpenny Englithe: o 0 o0y
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~trade fet open; ‘it is probab]e, that 1about°
might be ftill. much cheaper: by which |
“means, the French might be cut out of a

great deal of their Levant and Spam(h

trade. .

Moreover, When the Woollen manuf'a?
&ures come to be effeGtually eftablithed in
thofe parts, it will be next to impoflible to
run the wool to F rance : for both the wool
itfelf will bear 3 2 better price, fo.as not to
make it worth their while ; and. each manu-
facturer will be a kind of' centinel, to pre-
vent its being exported unmanufa&urcd.'
"This therefore I humbly conceive, is a

‘much berter fcheme of preventxon, than

that of the reverend Mr. Smith, in his Me-

: moxrs of Wool* f'or it anfwers all the ends

. The fcheme of prevennon ptopofed by the rcvcrené

'_ and ingenious author of the Memoirs of Wool, is to this ef-
- fe&&; - That the ports be opened for exportation, but that
fuch a duty be laid upon the wool, as fhall greatly difeou-

rage, or rather abfoluteiy prevent the. exportation of it; un-.
lefs the markets in England happer to be fo low, and.- thofc

- abroad fo. high, that the difference in the- price would- conn- -

tervail the expence ofcamage, freight, and the duty paid at

" - gxportation,” This is his fcheme fauly ftated: upon . which
T fhall only make this brief remark, That the quantity of

- wool run from England is extremely. inconfiderable; the dif-
, ﬁculty, danger and expence of f{muggling, together with the

hufh-money, neceffary. on fuch - occafions, being -already al
moft a fufficient’ par :- but if his - fcheme . took place, the
3nannty exported o,f Ion:r eo,mbxng wool to. makc ﬁuﬁ”&,
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" propofed by him in that fcheme, and is fub-

je& to none of thofe inconveniencies which
his is generally fuppofed to be attended

‘with. - This gentleman,-—-_for his indefati-

gable labours in colle&mg all that has been

“ever faid upon the fubjed; and}‘:prefemi.ng

it to'the reader in one view,—for his judi-
cious remarks, and the pains he has taken
in. 'c'ar‘re&i‘ng' many_popular errors, which
had too generally prevailed,—moft jufily
deferves the umverfal thanks and app aufe
of his country. SRR

- But among the fe\ eral reqm{‘tes nece(ﬁ-

1y to ‘enable us to rival the French in the

Levant and Spanifh trade; one, »a‘nd‘ Whiéh‘
ought principally to be regarded, is, to lay
the trade ~open. Wherefore I now proceed
to the SEEIE e

VI PROPOSAL

sz. ¢ To ]ay open and extend our nar-

"row and reftrained companies; beginning.

~with the Turky and Hudfon’s bay compa-

nies,“ ,Which -hurt»th’e{ ,t‘ré;de of Great‘eBrit‘ain .

which the French chxeﬂy want, would fometxmes be much
greater, and the pnec at home always dearer than 1t s de

pxcfent.
| G 2
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"\iany fpecious reafons have been offered

niore. eﬂéntnlly with refpe& to France, than
any other company ¢can. do.” B
~Here, again; that ~watchful dragon, felF
mtereﬂ will-be apt to take the alarm; and
I do not expe& any thing I can. fay will

have charm enough to lay him afleep.—

in favour of exclufive ‘companies; which,

though they convinced none but thofé that -

were interefted in them, yet they ferved to
;perplex a debate, by drawing off mens at-
tention from the true merits of the caufe.
T thall endeavour therefore for the. fake
of {uch as bave honeft intentions and a pu-
blic {pirit, to give an impartial ftate of th-é
-cafe, with ‘as much clearnefs and. concxfe*
sasTean. - et e
Fxrf’c then, 1 wxll quw, that in certfun

“cales, and at certain Jun&ures, exclufive
- €ompanies might have been a prudent in-
ﬁmmon, calculated for the public good; as,
. 1ft, In order to introduce ﬁrtb,‘fClCnGe»‘.‘,

and manufactures among a barbarous and
favage people: which was the cafe with
the late Czar of Mufcovy. It was neceffa-
ry for him, in his circumftances, to give

fuch extenfive privileges to merchants and

tradefmen to come and fectle in his country,
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as would over:balance the temptation of
felfintereft for refiding any where elfe.
- 2dly, Inorder to induce fkilful artificers
to come and inftru& an ignorant people;
which undotibtedly they will not do, unlefs
upon a valnable confideration.—This was
the cafe with our Englifh princes. about
two hundred years age, in granting fo
many privileges and exemptions to the Fle-
mifh, and other foreign manufatturers.. -

- 3dly, In order to conquer the deep-
rooted habitwal lazinefs of a people; by -
bringing examples of induftry. anid the good
effeés of it, before their eyes. This, a-
mong other reafons; is much the cafe with
the Spanifh court at prefent, in being fode-
firous of intreducing forexgn manufa&urers
into Spain.. .o I G

- 4thly, In order to have a- Iqrge c'tpxtaf
fufﬁcxent« te embark in any hazardous un-
dertaking, which may call for great fums
to be expended, before the project can be
brought to bear, and the trade to anfwer.
And whereas no private pudon& by them-
felves, or voluntary affociations, can be fup :
pofed equal to fuch an undertaking; there-
fore when individuals refufe or decline, it

is but r_eafon.sble that thofe who 1dvemu}ze
G3
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ina joint ftock fhould be mcorperated ‘and
“havea prmlege excluding all others from:
interfering in this new branch of com-
merce, ¥ till the adventurers are fufficiently
paid for. the rifks they ran, and the experb
ces they were at. :
~ Now all thefe are very good anc} fuﬁicr
ent reafons, where they hold, for the efta:
blithing: of ¢xclufive companies.  For it is
- better to have the ‘trade of an exeluff ve
‘company, than no trade at all. And in
procels of time, according as the reafons
for continuing Ehem do ceafe, the trade
fhould be laid open. : I
5thly, There is alfo another reafon in
certain: governments, ‘whefe credit IS not
efteemed -good  with the people, for the
ereé\mg of fuch public bodies. -And that
s, for the fake of borrowing meéney at an
‘exigence, When individuals will not truf
‘them. - This, I believe, was the eafe’ vmh
Qur own government in former umea.

R If private perfons will not aﬂbaate voluntarily to emn
bark in fore hazardous undertakmg, the better way would
be, to allow a fufficient premium ov bounty to encourage all
“adventurers; rather than to grant exclufive privileges to a few,
For both the one and the other are a charge on the pubhc~=
but the monopoly is by much the wmfe, thc deareﬂ and the
it difficals to be broken through. we T
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 But 6thiy, There 1S ﬁﬂl a further mo»
tive: remaining, which, though a very: bad

“anid fcandalous one, yet it is to be feared;
“hath bad the greateft thare in ereing més
“nopolies of all the reft. And that is, in

plain, but very exprefﬁve Englifh, Jobbmg& |

- And moft of the charters for - monopehes»

which were: fo plentifully granted in the -
time of kirg- Charles the Second, ‘whofe
pleafures made h”xmfelf and his courtiers

~ very needy of money, betray the original

from which they were derived.—Particus
larly that famous one for the Hudfon’s bay
company, which is a grant withouat any
bounds of limits of feas, mountains; Fivers; -
degrees of latitade or longitude; ‘and'there‘
fore, if valid, might impower the comipany
to: chaHénge all the' lands of Amenca, wh‘rche “

were not difpofed of by prior grants, ’as : :

well as the coafts on Hudfon’s bay.

- But énough I hope, hath been faid, as
to the reafons fer the mﬁxtutxon of excluﬁve
companles. o R ‘

"My fecond attempt therefore, will be to
fhew, that none of thefe reafons do hold in -
our prefent circumftances.—For if any of
them do, let meafk which? Is it the firft;
fecond, or third? I believe the moft fan-
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~guine advocate for e‘xc,‘luxﬁvéféompaniés, will
- not infift upen either of thefe. Is it then
the fourth?~~This, T am aware, will be
chiefly infifted on.—Not that it can be pre:
tended at this day, that private adventurers
- are cither unable, or unwilling to en gagein

any trade carried on by a company, were it

laid open; but the pretence is, that a recom-

pence fhould be made. them, ~before they

 are' diffolved, for the expences they have
“beenat. And doubtlefs, if the original ad-
- venturers, or their reprefentatives, can make
it appear, that they have not. yet received a
reafonable profit for the money advanced
by them to make a ca p‘itél ftock, the public
~will confider them fo far, as to make good
the deficiency. They have a plea of right

;’ahdfequity,for,:thi.s.f;_BuL‘Ltfhey- have no co-

 lour of right fo_r.,an’_y}imagijvnary value, Wthh
they may put upon their flocks. Nor is

~ the p,ub.li,éf_c,o‘ncerned“ to regard it: nay, the
very plea defeats itfelf: for if their ftocks
have been really fold in the market greatly
above par, thisis a plain proof, that. ihey«.
have received a reafonable profit alread Vs
for the money . advanced ;l};Q;make a capital,
—And therefore ought not to have any far-
ther compenfation, -~ - .
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- "To proceed: as to the ﬁfth;reafonrfo,r | ex
clufive companies, there can be no pretence
for it any longer in our times. For it is
well known, the credit of our government
is fo good, that individuals «raﬁt_heri,chp'fe to
lend their money upon public, than private
fecurities—And that they do it even -on
éheaper‘ftermsf.a M T  .' R 3
~ Wherefore, laftly, If thefe:nﬂfar;f,ces;o{g
free trade, and the public good;: ﬂl:al‘l”ﬁln |
coﬁtinﬂe:‘, itis too plain, that they will owe_ |
their prefervation to :he.: fame Ca~9f€ » th a];;
gave ' them birth, ViZs A ngb.w]%pt t,hart‘ !
may exprefs my utter diflike aga.lmﬁ them,
in common' with every other d»l’ﬁmereﬁed’ |
man , - who wifhes well to the. go,o%i“, of the
‘whole community, I "Ihg‘ll go on, - e |
. Thirdly, to point out a few of the princt: -
pal‘ evils, and =d‘eﬂru&iv¢ confeq‘u',elél-f,:@ at

I the tft place, Thefe exclufive com-

5 B

~ panies cannot trade ,‘f"f‘if | they were inclined,

upon fo eafy terms, as private. adventurers
would do, were the trade laid.open. - So
many  directors, fupercargoes, ﬁ,‘?feh"“ﬁi
keepers, factors, agents,  clerks;—and all
‘the pickings ‘;Qf ; jtlh',e;ir ':‘fevv‘e; ral d’gp‘e{adgnxt;:’—}je
o many fees, {weetnings, esc, f__rom. the ma-
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nufadturer, or undér “merchant,: that! his"
- goods may have: the preference to others;—
and the expences. of. carrying many forts of

goods from diftant parts of the country,
where they are manufatured, up to.the me-

tropolis; there to be fhipped Oﬁ’; mﬁead of

.bein,g;:gprrced from the ne%t convenient
-port:—Expences of warehoufes, erc. make
itimpoflible for any corporate com pany to

trade: upon an equal foeting wwh private

, advenmrers and con [‘eq-uve ntly’ of extendi ng
their dealings o far as if the trade was s
- pen. For this reafon it Has been always
] found, that ifi-private adyent,ﬁr‘efs»'ﬂ:ta}}m_bé_ :
permitted to-engage in the fame trade, they
will infallibly carry it away from the coms
-pany. *.And upen the fame principle; if

* We have é:,cohvih;cihg: pfbof of ,tﬁe'«tffu?ﬁ-of ,i:v»ic;tﬁh"bt‘hefé )

obfcﬁvado'ns;é:z{?gwl‘n t—he}-‘gaf& of thczi Aftican company,.and
the Bn{jt'ol’ and Liverpool traders: 2dly, We have-another,
and a woful .one,. in that of our Englith Eompé.n.y t’nzidihg"‘fg

- Turky, and the French trading thithier alf from Marfeilles.

s .a“ )

~ miers,—Londrins feconds,—=Londrins larges,——But ‘they

ng Englith company had fosmerly all: the trade for cloth-to
the Levant : which being obfeved by the Frenéh‘,,evé'r‘-jéaldu.sj-
of the Englifh ‘commerce,. they fét tp manufa@ures of their-
own in.imitation of them. Theft manufactures fll beas
the name from, whence they were derived, viz. Lond‘x"inér, pfc,'-' »

have fo '»ﬁip'plénted the trade of ‘Londoen; becaufe it'is.in'the
bands of an exclufive campany, that the Englith have little
of nothing of a trade, comparatively fpeaking, in 'tbo\('é:'pévr't’s‘;
Wheréas thre Frencht fhipped off ta t',lic’I;cv&a‘x"r:,?the}"vérjf day
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thérewa;r,e two nations, -rivals in the fame
trade, that nation which permits a free and
open trade, will always be fuperior o the

the feas were free, af‘_t_er,;he_peaqe, July 13-24, 1748, four
thoufand bales of the above-faid cloth : -each bale, one with
another, worth about 1200 livres,  That is about 210,600 1.
ferling in-~aill.l‘ B o TR BTN S AR
' If it fhould be faid, that the French ha\}c gotten this trade’
from us, not fo'much on the account of ‘the difadvihtéééé"évé

 {abour under from an exclufive. company; - as: the advantage-

Qufgefs of their fituation.  I'have. this further remark to of=
fer; viz. That if the trade was open, we have many advanta-
ges. which. they ‘have not, - to counterbalanee ‘thé inconveniz

ence of our fituation.——They are obliged to import moft of

th'ci‘r_wovol from Turky, Spain,'or Affica, into ‘Z?Nléi'feillés; axi;i
fo -carry it chiefly by land-carriage, from thence, t6 ‘Careafs
{one, about -1 3¢ miles.— Then: to,; carry the cloth bick. to
Marfeilles; which cannot be done at a fmall expence.  They
are alfo. obliged to fetch tin, lead, and fhot from England,
and fpices from Holland, for the Turky markets; in,ail

“which we have molt certainly the advantage over them.

And therefore, if we bad woollen manufaétures erected in tfxé
weft of En‘gl&ﬁd; and the fouth-welt of Ireland,- (according to
propofal V..where labour is as cheap-as in any, part of France;
wheré_ we,havé wool on the fpo,t‘,wr'-‘a;;‘.d when manufdﬂur—
ed, might be immediately exported, without being carried up
to London;———where tin, lead, and fpices, may be had upon

_ much eafier terms than they can at Marfeilles:. T fay, withall .-

thefe advantages, and an open trade, we could more than
countérbalance any advantage that the French can draw from
the fituation of ._Ma:{éillcs :,and; then we. might import :thq

. | nt [ . E e oo %
. raw materials, of filk, camels_hair, fkins, efc. much cheaper

than at prefent, to the emolument of thoufands of families,
But for a more particular detail of the nature of the Turky.

- company, {v'cc.g‘liv,.t-t"le tra® juft publithed, entitled, Refle¢tions

on the Expediency of opening the Trade to T urky, Px‘in‘;’é;{? "

PR
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other,  which confines it to a companyt—-

other: c1rcumf’cances Iuppofed 820 be equal ‘

"or nearly:{o.

| zdly, As they cannot trade fo cheap as
private adventurers, even were they inclin-
“ed, they muft therefore neceffarily omit ma-
ny leffer ‘branches, -as not anfwering their
, expence, whxch in the hands of mlelduals

would turn to'good account, and perhaps

give bread to thoufands of families. Thefe
“articles are called leﬂ'er, not: becaufe they
are lefs extenﬁve, for perhaps in that refpe@
they may be the greateft, but becaule they

are'lefs gainful; which therefore a compa-

ny muft leave untouched unlefs they will

tmde to their own: lofs. ORI

- But, 3dly, It muft be obferved that theiﬁ

vxews of every e:»;cluf ive company are quxte
of a different nature from what was fup

pofed above. For they do not, and never

did, defire to- trade as cheap as others;. but
as much dearer as they can. 'The charter
itfelf fecures them from: any compentors,
and therefore they have no need to feek
to get the trade to themfelves by fcllmg:

cheap. But on the' cantrary, - ‘where-ever

they have the market to themfelves, they‘
-will both fell and buy at their own. price.
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This is the greateﬁ and moﬁ mtolemble
of all the evils of monopolies. It is a pro-
flitution of the trade and welfare of the pu-
blic, to the mercilefs ravages of greedy indi-

viduals. - “We may the better judge of the
~ mifchievous effe@s of all monopolies, by at-

tentively obferving the indefatigable pains,
aiid great expence, which every felf-inter-
efted perf@n chearfully fubmits to, in order
to aequire it, even in a free trade. . For if
he has a large cap1ta’i he will fink fome
part to underfell another adventurer, whe
has lefs, in order to break hiny: and then,
when he has dome that, he will raife the
price of his commodities agam, fo as to

“make himfelf foon whole for the lofles he

had incurred. - Now if a private merchant
can find his account in Jofing {o- much mo-
ney, in order to get at a’ monopely in a free
trade, what exorbitant gains muft an exclu-

~ five company make, who are fenced in by

iaw, and have none to rival them? .

. Nay the evil becomes without remedy
in this latter cafe.—For whereas in the for- -
mer, either the engroffer himfelf, or his fa-
mily, will retire - from bufinefs, after they
have amafled great riches; by which means
the trade will again be opened.—In the
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Iatter cafe, wiz. that of a company, ¢ One
“ fucceeds another upon the fame’ plan of

“ preying upon the public, without inter-
¢ miffion.”” So that neither the death, nor
exorbitant wealth of one fet of | proprletors,

~give us any profpe& of being delivered
from the power and oppreflion of the next;

- But the affair of a- pubhc company (viz,
‘tbe Hudfon’s bay) was,, ¥ laft  feflions;
brought upon the carpet before the Britifh
parliament,—Let us fee therefore, what
they had to fay for themfelves, when called
upon by their fuperiots,~—and when, doubt—
lefs, they faid all they could —mand gave e-
‘Very thing the beft colouring.” s

It appeats, therefore, from the papers,
‘whlch the honourable commxttee, appomted
‘1o examing into the flate of their affairs,
‘were pleafed to make public, for the gene-
ral information of the kingdom, that the fol-

lowing particulars were proved to- the fatis-
fa&tion of the commlttee,———and even were

F“not contradx&ed by the agents for the coms-

Iﬁ T hat the company always have dxf.

couraged the fettling a colony in any part of
~,thexr vaft and boundlefs emplre. s '

* Vtz. In the ycar 1748.
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- 2dly, ;Tha‘t;‘they difcouraged the compa- _'

ny’s fervants from converfing with the In-

dians; whereas the French promoted an
mtercourfe ‘with. each other as’ much .as

| po(ﬁble.

- 3dly, That the clnmte is much warmer,

,and the foil better, hlqher up- the country,

than towards the fea- ﬁde.-—-—Yet no fettle-
ments attempted \ .
_4thly, That the French have extended
th,om.fe,,ttlomenﬁts more and more: and whi ere-
ever they have come pear the Englifh, they
have camed moft of the trade from the
Enghﬂl, not wice verfa. | - o
5th y, That the forts * pretendcd to be‘

-s‘.

* A grcat ﬂrefs is. laxd by the advocates f'or evciuﬁvc
compames on the neccﬁ'ty of cru&mg forts in certain di-
frant- countries, for fecuring the trade to ourfelves;—there-
fore they infer compames ought to be eflablithed in’ order '
to flpport this expence. A ftrange argumem this! and a
fhanger mf'crence' for . if forts' are neceffary to be erected;
againft whom are: thay nece‘ﬁry’ not' againft’ the people of
thc cmmtry who are to trade 'with vs. That is too abﬁud
-—We azc to cultwate thexr ﬁlendﬁnp, and out"xt to ‘nfvra-
‘tiate ourfelves by all ‘due aéts of kmdnﬂfs, into thc:r favour,
But if thefe forts are ncceﬂary to be ercé’tc,d, in order 1o
keep the wholc trade to ourfclves, ard prevent other Eu-
ropcan nations. from mtcrfexmg with us; how came it then
to pafa, that we. were fomc years ago fo alarmed at ‘the O-
ﬂend company, who had no forts, and no deﬁgn of attack-
ing ours? Yet it-is very plain, they could carry on a trade,
and even underfell the Enghfh Eaﬁ-lndxa company, not~ ;

H:
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‘ereéted and garrifoned, are of mo ftrength,
- were they attacked by an European enemy ;

and only ferve to fubje& the Indians to the l

command of the company. .-

withftanding their forts, And the fame fears are agam re.
vwcd with regard to tbc Embden company eftablithed by
the king of Pruffia,—IF the trade was now to'be’ Iaxd open,

fubjeét only to the fingle reflri@ign, that the private traders -

Juould not come into the fame ports or harbours, where the:
companies bave forts:—what would be ‘the confequence 2
plainly this; That the- companies would be ruined : and-the

private adventurers, though deflitute of forts, would get alk

the trade from them. -«-»-If' it is ﬁud that thefe forts are
nacciﬁxry to gund and defend their magaziaes againft thieves
- -and robbers; how then comes it to pafs, that the Eaft-India
company thcmfelves bave nonv on the coaft of Chma, where
~ the people are faid to be as thievith and dl(honeﬁ as in any
place in the world?——And haw did the: Briftol and. Liver-
"pool traders maintain their ground along the coaft of Guinea,.
thhout forts, uhere the natives are much more warhke than
in any part of India.
fafficiently opened our eyes, as to the wufe and importance of
thefe pretended Forts,--—-and the natxonal advantag ge anﬁng

from them. And as to the forts in Hudfon’s s Bay, Father
'Chatlcvmx obferves in his ‘hiftory of C'macia, that whun &,

French vellel with abont fifty hands, appcared before the beft

of mefe f‘oxts the brave Enghfh governor furrendred wnhout ‘
ﬁrmg a gnn‘ Thus it is, that forts, in the’ hands of qz.chh .
five_eompanies, have. dcfendcd the honour, and pxef‘crved dle '
. ¢ammerce of Great Britain! ’ : .
" But even allowing, that they are neceﬂ'ary and advartag‘e« :
aus to the _general trade of the nation; 5 what need then of 3
ccmpany’ is it pot a natxonal ccmcem’ If f‘o, why (hould
they not_be cre&ed and- fupported at a nanonal cxpcnce’
T ake the argument therefore cither: way, what rcafon is there
-for au excluﬁvc company

Bcfxdcs, the affaic of Madrafs has -

e e i e e 2
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i v;é;thly,‘_’ That many other branches; be:
fides the fRaple trade of the company, might -
be attempted, were the trade open; with
the greateft probability of fuccefs.—— -par-
ricularly the feveral branches of the fifher:

 ies: whereas the company, who know wher

i
i

,
;
!
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they are well, as one of their witneffes ex-
prefled himfelf, or in words to that effe&, |
give. themfelves no concern about the rmt-j’_
er.. b
7thly, T hat the Indxans do a&ually take
a great many. more beaver, than they car ry:
to the faltories——Not finding it worth:
their while to brmg more to trade with.
Sthly, "That the Indians cannot carry:* |

}arge quantities, net:any thing fo large as. .
-they take in hunting, were they defirous,— |

beeaufe their canoes, deeply loaden, are:
not able to withftand the waves and florms
they may meet with upon the lakes,w-—bef
caufe they arc forced to unload very often,

| and carry the: fKins. upon their backs, om
account of the falls and currents; which

create much fatigue and labour, and lofs of
time:—Dbecaufe alfo they-are obliged to hune ‘. |
as they travel, for their daﬂy {uftenance;

thch asticle alone cau:fea a delay of a fortﬂe




92 Ax Essay on TRADE,

night, and longer, in going the fpace whnch
- mxght be gone in three days. .~
- But, - gthly, “all thefe mconveniences
mwht be eafily remedied,~—by eredting a
Fort about fi ixty: leagues above York fort
- upon Nelfon river, upon a fork, where the
viver divides,—by making a fettlement: a-
bout‘exghty -or ninety leagues above that,

ducing ‘our European conveniences of ma-
“gazines” and carriages. By thefe means all
the beaver would be bought, which the In-
”czhans now make wfe of otherways, as not
~ anfwering to bring it to the forts,—the time
“might be faved,~—and the French driven to
- relinquith all that trade. In fhort, both our
-exports, and ‘our imports would be prodi-
‘gioudly inereafed; and many tribes of Indx,.
ans would, in that large tra& of . country,
- be brought te trade with the Englifh, who
“have: yee fcarcehy heard of she Enghfh
Hame:
-~ So'many rmparrant pamculars alledged
o -mpmved —and even not contradifted, one
would: think, would: have been fufficient to

- have carried any national caufe, againft tha.

ﬂ-.}mvate ntereft of a few individuals.

R A D B e i b

But-——»let us'in the next place fee, whatz
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cation of their conduét —-—pretendmg, that
they carried on a trade equally beneﬁmal to

: the nation, as if the trade was open.

The 1ft thing alledged, was, that they
buy all the beaver which is brought them;—

~and- 1f' more was oﬁ’émd more they would

buy BN R S S
Thxs may be very-true; and yet 1o, ’wqys

‘inconfiftent with the charge fammed up in

“the above- recxted pamculax s, agamﬁ them.-

The Indians as favage asthey are, have the

‘natural logick of feels mg whenthey are well
or ill ufed, as well as other people: and: if

_ they find better treatment m one place than

-another, will go to the beft, and have as lit-

_tle dealings with the worfl; as they can, No-
thing but abfolute neceflity will oblige them

(or any people) to bring their goods to:a .
~market, where they expe& beforehand to
be ill ufed ~—And for that reafon; they wilk
‘bring as little as they can. But when they
“have brought them, neceffity obhges them
- to fell for what the purchafers will give.. It
may therefore be very true, that the com-

. pany buy all the furrs thatare offered them.

«If they did not give half as much in bart~
“er as they do, they would buy.all; becaufe

‘:9_3', )
‘they and their friends ha‘d'tooﬂ’ér in juftifi-
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- it would not be worth- the Indians while to
' carry them back; and becaufe they greatly
wanted European goods. But thefe Indians
xzfrould feek another market againft the next
time, if they could; and would b‘ring no ‘m‘okr‘e

goods to the corpany, than abfolute necef

fity obliged them. - - -

- But,. 2dly, it wag al}edged that xf more ,V
goods were givento the Indians in exchange,
they would not bring more beavers; becaufe

they are an idle, lazy race of people; and,
having no -artificial wants to gratify, have

no ambition to-{pur them on to take morg

pams,--—~1.t, is-true, they. have not fuch: artifi-

cial wants aswe have; they do not want fum-~ -

ptuous houfes and gardens, rlch fyrpiture,
orcoaches and chairs-—but. they want beads,
bells, httle looking- glafles, rings, and fuch
trinkets ; (befides many articles of their
cloathing, bedding, hnntmg, ﬁfhmg, and

fowling) and are ag impatient to be gratifir

ed in thefe refpeéts, as we can be in- otFsH -
~ In thefe things, therefore, they are as co.
vetous and ambitious as the reft of ma n.kmd,f ‘ﬁ

~~-take as much pains to acquire them,~~

~and repine and murmur at the fadtories,
when they have not as much for their com-

moditics as. they think they deferve, Be- }

i
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fides, it fhould be remembered, that humt-
ing is-rather a diverfion with them, than a -
toil; .and that, in fa&, they do takea great
deal more than they bring down to the forts, o
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.= What they confider as a toil, is not the

hunting part, but the being ebliged to be
the porters of what they have taken in hunt-
ing, down to the faétories; and yet hepax&
fo litle for their trouble.

- But,. gdly, Astothe charge agamﬁ theml,
of exportmg fo little -of our own- manufac.
tures; it was faid by their advecates, - that -
if five thoufand pounds worth of goods
bought all the furrs the Indians had to fell,
tbﬁt * fum ‘was as goad as ten thoufand

% “Thete was an ewregxous fallacy ufed i this argument‘“‘
—if the barter or exchange with the Indians. had been in
bullion, the argument would have held good; and fo much -
money would have been faved to the nation. But | as it was
2l in ofir own manufa@ures; i.e. the labour of our own
people, the diminithing of fu ach. exports, is in fa& the dimi- .
nithing of our own manufa&ures, and defraudmg the nation of
fo much labour, whereby the hands cmployed in thofe manu~
factures muft become a rent charge upon ‘the publick,~—or -
feal ;--.or ftarve, or ﬂy ‘their country. The only limitation .
which ought to be put upon the quantity of our own ‘manu~
fadtures; to'be exported, is what the nature of the thing wilk
ofltfelf'put upon. them ; viz. To export no more than is con-
fittent with the reafonable gams and pnoﬁt 'of the exporter,
¥ e can afford to export ten’ thoufand pmmds worth of
Englith manufaétures, ‘where an exclufive company would eX=
port but five thoufand; it is for the gemral good of the coun-
try, tha.t he fhould do it. And all trade ought to be laid freé
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pounds: ‘nay, it was better; becaufe there-

| by ﬁve thouffmd pounds were faved to the

Th1s 1sa reafon, whxch is fpecxous enough
at firflt view, but will not.bear the examin-
ing. Firft therefore, we deny the fa&; and
inlift upon it, - that the Indians ‘had' more
furrs to fell, if the company would have
given a fufficient price to the Indians, to

“have made: iv worth- their- while to have

brouoht them down; or rather, if the com-

~pany had built fettlements and magazines

higher up, {o as to have ﬁzperfeded the ne-

| ceﬁity of the Indians ‘coming down.

~But 2d, We will allow the fad&, and ar-
gL.e with them upon their own ftate of the

~cafe. Now if five thoufand ‘pounds ‘worth

of manufa@ures, in this relped, is as good,
nay better than ten thoufand pounds worth 3

gfor the fame reafon, one thoufand pounds

and open, in order to mduce the exportezs to rwa! cach o-‘;
ther ; that the pm:-hck may obtain this general good by thexri
c0mpentorfh1p But if they cannot:afford to export fo much,
there.is no nced to reftrain them by laws and Ppenalties, from
doing that whxch their own private intereft will fugge(’c to

them foon cnough And it is really aﬁonxfhmg, that fuch-

& f'allacy, fo grofs in itfelf, fo deftru@ive in its eonfcquenccs,’
~ could have cfcapcd the notice of a Britith fcnate, and could

bave pafled not only wnhout ccnfurc, but wzth fome degrcc
of" applaufe. : e SRR
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wfo\rth‘ is better {till, becaufe rhore would be
faved to the nation. Suppofe therefore, that
thé | ,c;on)pany, and every. other exporter in.
the kingdom, (for every other has the fame
right of arguing in this manner) fuppofe, I

-y, that all exporters could leflen the ex:

portauons of our own manufft&ures by.nine
tenths, and yet could get as much money,
or effeds;in return, as they - had before;

' what would be the confequence? why, only

this, that thefe exporters would become
princes; and the reft of the kmgdom beggars.
"They would be like a Spanifh Donin Mexi-
co, or, Peru, who has:a prodigious rich mine,
s}_v.hiCh: required, but few hands to work it.
And therefore he.indeed would be a great
lord; but all his wealth would not enrich
the nelghbonrhoad {o much as a fingle ma-
nufa&ure here in England ~which. bcmg
branched out into various hands, gives-a com-
fortable fubfiftence to many families, cauﬁng |
a general citculation of labour.

. Tt is not therefore gold and ﬁlver, conﬁ-(
dered merely in themfelves, that can make
a kingdom flourifh, but the pwrcelmg them
out into proper fhares, by means of the dl-'
vifions and fubdivifions of dxff'erent trades. -

Wlthout this the more uches in a few hands,
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—the greater would be the poverty of the
~reft, and the more abje&t and dependent
their ftate wWould be. And if all merchants
were no better commion-wealths men than
thefe, the interior of a kingdom would be
’very little profited by foreign merchandize,
| nay, in fome ref'pe&s would be mnch
Ctheworfe. 0 o
“In thort, fuch an argument as thtls, iz, to
decreafe our exports, and increafe their price

abroad, beyond what is neceffary for the

comfortable fubﬁﬁence of the merchant and
‘manufa&urer, is only worthy of fuch -
caufe. Were it put in pva&xce, w-would
get all thie wealth of the nation into a few
hands,—it ‘weuld turn nine tenths of our

manufatturers a’ beggmg,——*and reduce them |

to'the neceflity of becoming lacqueys and
footmeén to fuch exporters, —or Rarving,
—or flying the country, — Tt would fink
the value of our lands, and bring fvift de-
firu&ion on th‘ek’”manufa*&mré‘t*;’ farmer,
genrleman, and all- ﬁatmns,-—-xexce‘p't the ex-
porter.  He indeed would be great,—and
he alone; Onemay thercfore the better
judge of the goodnefs of fuch a caufe, which
reqmred fuch kind of arguments to fupport
it,’ And fo much for excluﬁve compames.

S
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VII PROPOSAL

To eneourage forelgn merchants and

‘rradeﬁnen, to-fettle among us, by a ‘gene‘ral :
* paturalization a& for all proteftants. And if |

it be judged improper to. admit them into

officesof truft or power, it is ealy. to add. a

claufe, that thefe privileges thall {till be con-
fined to the naturalborn fubjets.- .~ .-
Here again the baleful fpirit of felf inter-

eft-exerts all its powers to oppofe {o public

and: general a- benefit, ——¢ What! muft

« foreighers, and we know not who, come
«, and take the bread out of -our, mouthsP

:an. honeft Cambro-Briton. would have
called all Englifh-men- Forexgners, and he
knows not who. But waving that,—let me

‘calmly afk, what bread do they eat ?—and -
out of whofe mouths? It muft be Englifh
bread: the corn: grew here,—was manufac-

tured, was fold here. And the foreigners,
-who eat it, earn it by their labour, and pay

for-it.  So far then, we. hope, there is no

offence. 'The more inhabitants there are to

confume the produce of o,ur,latnds,ﬁthe bet-
| ter can the farmer and the gentleman pay
| their fhopkeepers and tradefmen, and the

99
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more manufadures will they confume in e- |

very refpe@. Let us fee therefore, in the
next place, out of whofe mouths do they
-~ take this bread? If they introduce new ma-
nufa&ures, or-carry thofe already eftablifh-
ed to greater perfetion, in that cafe the pu.
blic is greatly benefited, and no individu.
al can be injured.  If they employ - thems
felves only in fuch asare already fettled and
- perfe&ed, they will not- defraud the mouths
of ‘fober, frugal, and induftrious perfons,
who may work as cheap, and can work as
well as foreigmers. - And ttherefore thould
be ‘obliged to do-both. It can be, there:
fore, none but'the ‘abandoned, debauched,
~and diffolute; who ‘would chufe ‘torbe- 1dle
three or four days ina week, anll want to
have their wages fo high as to fupport this
-extravagance, that can make fuch a com-

"}dldint ? and fhall -tyhe‘y.-fb-e beard? fhall >we

continue the exclufion of all fober and in-

duftrious foreignérs, fo much to the nation-

al difadvantage, merely to-gratify the extra-

vagant and unreafondble humours of fuch
wretches as thefe? furely, itis to be‘hoped,,
‘we fhall purfue 'more prudent ‘meafures,
"both for our fakes, and their own:

But we are ‘told: farther, ¢ that Enghﬂ:

e
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rade('men, of every denomination, are ufed
to live better than foreigners; and therefore
cannot afford to work or to fell fo cheap as
they.”—Dbe it fo: carry then this argu-
ment to a foreign market, and fee whether
Sewill perfuade the mhabxtants of that coun-
try to trade with you. A Freach, and an
Englifh merchant, are compentors -with,
and rivals to each other in the markets of
Spam, Portugal Italy, Turky, and 1 n ihort
all over the world The French -man. oﬁers
hrs goods at 20,' 15, IO, or § per cenr
cheaper than the Enghfh -Our country-
man is demanded - why he will not fell his
goods as cheap as others? His anfwer is;
¢ that the manufa&urers and merohants‘ |
¢« live better in England than forergner do,-
¢ and therefore he cannot aﬁ"ord it.” This is

~a moft perﬁraﬁve argument _.._Undoubted

ly he w1ll fell much cloth by a ledgmg it.
-He is afked again, why they will not

| in hrsmountry admlt foreigners, who work

“cheaper, to fettle among them, that fo they
“may be able to trade upon an equal footing
with their nexghbours’ to this he rephes,*
“ that forelgners, and he. knows not who,
«“ ought not to come and take the bread
“ outof the mouths of the natives. —-—-Such

Iz
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Kind of reafoning muft give them an high

idea of the fenfe and cﬁfcernment of our i
countryman. Let us therefore apply the |

cafe to ourfelves, and not argue in that ab-
furd and ridiculous manner at home,
he is reprefented as doing abroad.’

- The admiffion then of f'orelgners to fet-
tle in our country, is fo far from taking the
bread out of the mouths of the : natives, that

nch

it is putting bread into the mouths of thofe, }

who, otherwife, in a fhort time muflt have
none. For the Englith muft trade, at leaft,
upon an equal footing' with other nations,
or not trade at all.—And then, when the
not trading at all is the ‘confequence, we
 fhall indeed have no foreigners ro complam
of, but we fhall have a much forer evil:—

~ and then, pethaps when it is too late, the

moft felfinterefted among us will be forry,

that we had not admitted the frugal and in-

duftrious from all parts of the world, to

fhare the gains of trade wn;h them, rather‘

than to have none at all.”

~ But let us try all this reafomng by plam
matters of fadl. The town of Birmingham,
for example, admits all perfons to come and
{ettle among them ; whom, though they are
Englifhmen, the ongmal natives of the place
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may as juftly term forelgners with regard to’

them, as we ftile other nations by that

pame. « Foreigners, therefore, and I
« know not who, came from all parts, and
« fettled at Birmingham; and--took the
¢ bread out of the mouths. of the or rgmal
« patives” What then was the confequence
of this great wickednels? 2..why, within thefe
few years, the trade and buildings of the
town have been prodigioufly encreafed, and

all the eftates for a great many miles round,
have fels the benefit of this great acceflion

of trade and inhabitants. B»rmmgham, from

being a place of little confequence, is now

~ become one of the mofl flourithing and

confiderable in. the kingdom. And there is
no town, with its exclufive charters, thay

* can boaft of fo many fkilful artifts, as this

which admits. of all comers- e

Moreover, there are fewer Beggars im
this town, Manchefter and Leeds, where alf
are free, than in any which: has eompanies
of trades, and exclalive charters... So true

‘and: certain it is, that thefe rights and: pri=

vileges, as they are called, do mulsiply the

numbers of the poeor, inftead of diminithing
them; becaufe they damp: the fpirit of inr
duﬁry,, frugahty, and emulation. A mang
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fa&urer, who knows, that no foreigner dares
come m to be a competitor “againft ‘,him,

thinks himfelf privileged to be idle. And all

fuch privileges are juft fo many combinati-
ons to fink the value of lands, and prevent
the extenfion of commerce. -~ .
- The other inftance I thall mention, is the
cafe of the French Hugonots, who ﬂed'froni'
the perfecution of Lewis XIV, and took
refuge in England. But great was the out-
cry againft them, at their firft coming.
“ PQO’!‘ England would be ruined! foreigners
“encouraged! and our own people ftarv-
“ iu_g-??’ this was the popular cry of thofe.
“times.——But the looms in Spittlefields,
and the fhops on Ludgate hill, have at laft
fufficiently taught us another leffon. And
now,’it is hoped, we may fay:without of-
.‘r"el?ce, thefe Hugonots have been {o far from
- being of differvice to _the ndtion, that they

have partly got, and partly faved, in the

fpace of fifty years a balance in our favour
of, at leaft, fifty millions fterling.

In fhort, felfintereft apart, what good -

reafon can be afligned, why we fhould not_

admit foreigners among us —our country

is but thinly inhabited, in cdmp_zirifoh to
What 1t might be: and many hundred thous
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fands of acres of good land, in England and-
“Wales, not to mention Scotland and Ireland,
lie either entirely wafte, or are not {uff-
ciently. cultivated, for want of hands, and
perfons to confume the produd.- Our vaft
commons, all over the kingdom, and many
of the forefts and chaces, might be parcels
led out in lots; to fuch of the foreigners as
 chufe a country life; and the reft might find
employment, in fome fhape or other, in the
diﬂferent manufa&ures. - "The natives of
England likewife do not increafe {o faft, as
thofe of other. countries; our common
people being much more abandoned and de-
bauched. The marriage ftate alfo is not fuf~
ficiently encouraged among us: and ten
thoufand common whores are not fo fruit
ful (fetting afide the. fin of the parents, the
difeafes of the few children that are born,
and their want of a proper and virtuous e-
ducation) I fay ; 10,000 common whores
are not fo fruitful as fifty healthful young
married women, that are honeft and virtu-
ous: by which means, the ftate is defrauded
of the increafe of upwards of 199 fubjedts
out of 200, every year.-~Add to all this,
that it has been long obferved by men of
thought and fpeculation, that more young

Ax Es é AY ON ‘T,.R‘A'DE\.
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‘children die in England from the birth to
two years - old, than in-any other country.

- "Fhe fea likewife, and our extenfive planta.
tions, are a continual drain upen us. And
‘the manufa&uring poor at heme are killing

- themfelves, and, if I may be allowed the |

-expreflion, their pofterity likewife, as faft as
- they can, by thofe fureinftruments of death,,
gin and {pirituous liquors, For all thefe rea-
fons therefore, as well as on account of
Jlowering the price of labour, and prevens-
ing the combinations of journeymen, fo
loudly complained of, and feverely fek
througheut the kingdom, it is humbly hop-
‘ed, that thofe perfons, who have hitherto
| ‘Q})pofed the naturalization bill, will fee caufe
to change their fentiments; and will logk
wpon it as highly ufefukand expedient, and
produive of the greateft national advan.
~tages. Fhere are many thoufands of manu.
faurers, both in filk and woollen, in the
fouth of France, all zealous proteﬁan.ts, whe
would gladly come over, if they could leara
that they fhould meet with a kind recepti
en, As to the difficulty of making their
_elcape out of the French king’s dominiens;
they would find ways and means to deceive:

even the vigilance of their governors, by re |

:
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tiring, as it were one by one, andagemoying
under various pretences, towards the ma-
nufa@uring towns in Picardy and French-
TFlanders, (from whenee they could fo eafi-
ly pafs over to us) were they fure of find-
ing p‘rbté&io'n and _reafonable encourage-
ment. AindaaSsEngland-and France are rivals |
to each other, and competitors in almoft all |
branches of commerce, -every fingle manu-
facturer fo coming over, would be our gamn,
and a double lofs to France...
 Upon a review of this propofal, as it
ftood in the fecond edition, the author can-
not fee any caufe for that fury and refent-
ment, fo liberally beftowed upon him, for
-'Oﬁ'e{'ring};hié thoughts, he ~—hqpes in r.m : nm |
proper manner, to public confideration.—

~ If his arguments were inconclufive, why

were they not anfwered?—if abfurd, they
ought to have been defpifed: but fince tl.ley

Wwere _thought worthy of fo much- DIOUCC:',V
‘why doth not fome perfon undertake to con-
fute a late treatife, viz.' Refle@tions on the
‘expediency of naturalizing foreign proteft-
ants, wrote exprefsly to vindicate this pro-
pofal’?'_»fuch a method would:ha»ve bgen faxr
and ingenuous, deferving the regard qf*’t__h.e
public, and the thanks of the writer of th,ls
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| treatife; who would have thought i 1t~.no difs
grace to have acknowleged his error in.ﬁthe
moft open manner.—But it ever was the
hard fate of thefe who have laboured to pro-
mote the true intereft of their country, and
to eftablifh a general fyflem for the propar
- gation of national virtue and good morals,
to be vilified and mfulted while living,
and never to have real juftice done to their
charadters, till they are dead. A man may
write pieces of entertainment, and be ap-
P auded i——or he may dip his pen in gall for
the ufe of a party, and be adored: but he
- muft not bend his fludies for the general
good, with a dependence on any other re-
ward, than. that which arifes in. his own
| breaﬂ; for. havmg done his duty. -

VIII PROPOSAL

T o encourage a trade thh our own plan-
tations in all fuch articles as fhall make for
the mutual benefit of the mother country,
and her colonies. |

The reafons for this propofal are very
obvmus and ~convincing:—and yet, as felf:
interefted perfons will be apt to ftart ob-
Je&xons, and raife dlfﬁculues, it may be pro-

e o 7 oA g T o e [
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per to expavtia't_e upon thefe reafons a little.

1ft, Therefore, it is neceffary that we-

fhould encourage a trade to-our own plan-

tations for all forts of naval ftores, in order

that we may not be too dependent upon

* the will and pleafure of foreign courts, with

regard to thefe neceflary things. Many, if
not moft of the implements for navigation,
and confequently for afea war, are purchaf-
ed from the feveral nations bordering upon
the Baltic. Suppofe then that Sweden;
Ruflia, or Denmark,.[hould,: for certain rea-
fons of ftate, or by the intrigues of the
French, lay an embargo on, thefe commo-
dities, at 2 crifis when we greatly wanted
them;—or fhould refufe them to us, and
fell them to ouir enemies; to what a diftref
fed fituation would this reduce us? and who

can tell what mxght be the confequences of

it? and as the politics of princes are ever

flu@uating and changing, why Ihould we

put it in the power of any potentate- to have

fuch a command over us?..

~2dly, As the balance in regard to all
thefe countries is® conﬁderably againft us,
common prudence will fuggeft, that we
ought to turn it in our favour, if we can.
Now this we fhall be able to do (or at the»
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worfl, bring it to an equlhbr’xum; which in
itfelf is no difad'Vant'lgeou‘s' kind of com-
merce) if we can’ purchafe the fame com:
nﬂodmes in our own plantatxons, which we

uled to- 1mport From thefe countries. Be-

fides, the balance is not only againft us with
regard to Sweden, but alfo the very money
which is'drawn from us by means of this lof-
ing trade, is converted to fupport a French
mteref’c in oppofition to ours. Bur -
3dly, Were the cafe indifferent, where
we traded, (w hich it is not) the natural af.
fe&mn, thch the mother country thould
“have for her colomes, where we have fo
many friends, relations, -and acquaintance,
fhould determine usto give them the prefer-
ence.—But indeed our own-intereft is near-
Iy and eﬂ'entxally concerned in thxs aﬁ‘alr'

them, and take off the growth and commo-
“dities of their plantatmns, they will be re.
“duced to the neceffity of off‘ermg them to
fale at other markets, or permitting other na-
tions' to come and trade with them: the
confequence of which will be, that they will
take the produ& and manufa&ures of thefe
nanons in return. ‘And mdeed thlS is too

4thly, Unlefs we- promote a trade w;th N

FTwer e Tmodn s semmee o
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much the cafe 4t prefent for one thxrd at
leaft, of the lukuries and elegancies of lif‘e,‘
brought into our colonies (as was- obferved ¥
before) 1s the growth and manufacture of
othiér countries, and prmcxpally of France.

“And as our trade, partlculariy to fome of

the northern colonies, is growing lefs and

| 15, this ev11 mft dally mcreafe in the fame

roportxon. Moreo'ver,
sthly, Unlefs we can fupply our coIomes

with fuch commiodities and manufaétures
45 they want, by way of barter for fome

of theirs which they ¢an fpare,—-—-they will
be obhged to taife thofe things themfelves.
And feemg that ‘many of the new fettle-
nients on the continent of Amerlca, are fe— "
veral hundred miles up the country be-
tween, and beyond the. mountains; this di-

flance of fitnation will increafe the necefﬁty
they are already under of manufaé‘turmg'
for themfelves,wunlefs we can divert their

: thoughts to fome other prole&s. Nay more,

when once a manufa&ure is fet up in fhofe;
diftant 1 regxons, it w111 ev:tend itfelf down-‘}
wards' and the mhabltants on the fea-coaff‘
wxll be fupphed by thelr nelghbours in the

.* See ,'thfe XIt’h &ifa’dvant‘ageof Great Britam Page 5Y-

X
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up- lands, upon cheaper and eafier. terms
than we can fupply them. —--It is a jutt |
| complalnt, that many: of the provmces have.
fet up feveral fpecxes of manufa&ures,
~ which greatly interfere wrth the trade and
»profperrty of their mother country Yet
how fhall we prevent them ? There 1s
but one ‘way to do j I, that xs erther Juf’t or.
pradticable: and that 1s, by an exchange of
commodities to mutual beneﬁt ~A mutual
| benefit is a mutual dependence. And this
,prmcrple alone will contribute more to the
,prefervmg of the dependency of our colo~
nies upon their mother country, than any
other. refinement or invention. ~ For if we.
are afraid, that one day or other they will
revolt, and fet up for themfelves, as {fome
feem fo apprehend let us not drive them .
}to a necefﬁty to feel. themfelves mdepend
ent of us: —a$ they wxll do, the moment
they perceive, that they can “be fupphed
with all things from within themfelves, and
:do not need our ‘afliftance.  If we would
keep them fill dependent upon. their 1 mo-
ther country, ‘and in fome refpects fubfer-,
vient to her views, and welfare; ;—let us
~ make it their intereft always fo to be.
~ For thefe reafons therefore, it is humbly
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apprehended that the trade to our colonies
| and plantations, muft appear to be of the

utmoft confequence fo the power, f‘trength,
“‘But to

effe@tuate. this good end, 4n nnportant que-
{hon comes next to be decrded wiz. ¢ What
produce fhould our colomes he moﬁ encous

R raged to' raife and culttvate "—-—~And what -

¢ fort of manufa&ures ﬂlall they be allowed

* to barter in return. for oursP It i is eafy |
vto fee, that they cannot make large pay- |
| ments in gold and flver, and it is alfo. e-

qually plam and eertam, that we wﬂl not,
cannot,plndeed allow them to 1ntroduce\,
fuch th'ngs among us, as “will prevent the_

confumptton OF 0111’ OWD. commodmes, tO'.

- fuch a degree, as to be upon the whole, of

i
i

1

natxonal dtfadvantage. e

Wherefore, with greatﬁ fubmlfﬁon, I wﬂI -
' beg leave to offer f’ome few pI'un obferva-
tions, whlch perhaps mtght not be altoge-i,

ther unferwcea'ole as to. the regulatlon of

fuch a trade.
- Firft then, T feems chiefly requlf ite,

that due encouragement fhould be given to

our colomes, to apply their thoughts tos

Wards the ratf' ing ¢ of fuch commodmes »28 doi'

Kz
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| not mterfere thh thofe of she mother cqu:;-
try. o
- Secondly They fhould a]fo not only be |
'allowed but be par txcu}ar]y encouraged to
“import. all fuch raw materials ag are to be
mamxfa&uxed here in England even
thongh we raife the fime fort ourfe]ves.
‘becaufe the m"bre we have of thefez the bet.
ger; ﬁ,nce the cheaper they are purchafed
the more of them can be worked up, and

fthe mere there are worked up, the greater

.

A

P

number of hands are employed; and confe-

| 'quently, the more labour, or employment
38 procured to the nation.
'argument becomes fo much the ﬂronger, xf
“the raw materials we have of our own, are
‘bv ng means ﬁzfﬁc:ent for the demand of
the manufa&ure, either 3s to quantity, or

3 'g@odnefs, whieh is the ‘cafe with the bar

iron-here made in England fo that we are
obhged to have recourfe to Fore1g11 coun-
tries for a fupply i—as in the cafe of bar-
“iron we do to’ Sweden, to the amount of
near 200,000 L fterling a year, =~
Thlrdly, We ~ought to permxt our co]o-,
"_nles to fupply us upen eafy terims with all
fuch articles of luxury as we are wedded to,
and wdl have exther from them, or others,

Mereover, this |

4
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—Confequently, in reafon and goad policy,

j‘t;h;e,y; ought to have the preference, by be-

ing indulged to, import thefe artieles under

the advantage of an eafy and reafonable du-

froras. In fuch a cafe, the mutual exchange
of commodities between us and the colonies |
would become a mutual advantage: e

5 whilft the commodities of forexozn nati-

ons are charged with higher impofts and cu-

that is not all; for as the duties would. be

moderate, the temptations te fmuggling

would be fmall; the confumption of the

commodities of our owi colonies greater,

effeds, either the prevennng the importge -
‘tion of the cemmedxty, or its emerance ak

and that of eother nations lefs: by which
means, the revenue itfelf would rife. muek.

higher tham it d‘@tH © when Eﬁefe-* ?'ﬁe:"l'érge:'

and heavy duties for thefe will ever be as-

tended with one or other of the f@llowmg

the cuftom-houfe. = -

“Fourthly, In the regul?anon @F a rrade; ]

with otir colonies, fome regard fhould be
had to : thofe diftant parts of the country,

which lic remoteft from the fea; thar ever .
the: fartheft inhabitants may likewife find

employment in the raifing of fueh comme-

dmes as are fisteft for their fituation, and

K3
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are light of carriage. 'And if their thovights |
are properly taken up in the cultivation of
thefe things, they will have neither time, §

-por. inclination to, purfue other - projeds,
-which might prove detrimental to the mo-
ther. country. ST Dl
~From thefe prmmples theref’ore it feems
cIearly_ to follow, That the culture of cof-
 fee, cocoa nut, coch'i'n'eal,"indico-, and. pi-
- ‘mento, ought efpecially to: be encouraged
- in'the mountainous, inland part of Jamaica.
- -——And that of bar-iron, hemp, flax; indico,
and | raw filk, in the countries between, and
| beyond the mountains, on the back of Ca.
‘,rohna, V}rqmla, Penfylvamav ete. ...
- Some of thefe indeed are heavy goo&s-
,and therefore feem not fo proper to be raif
- edina country fo far diftant from any fea-

: _,'port ‘but on the other hand, when-it is

- confidered how particularly rich the: foil in
thofe parts is, and how well adapted the
country for the raifing fuch articles, and
how conveniently the inhabitants could
 load the cattle they bring down every mar.
: ket-day, with, thefe commodities; the diffi-
culty, T hope, in great part leﬂ‘ies, and
-the proprxety oF afﬁgnmg thefe tra&s of
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and for the culture of them, evxdently ap

pears. ~
‘Enough therefore has been fald to e-

_vince beyond all’ contradléhon, that it 13
| the intereft of the kmgdom, that fuch a
trade as here defcmbed fhould be. carrled

on “but: whether it is the- intereft of the

"merchant to’ embark in it, is another que{h-
| on: and yet, till he can find his own pri-

Vate ‘account in thé aﬁ"alr, it is too Clear &

B pomt, that- Wbatever has been faid as to

‘the public and national advantage, will p*tf's
for ‘nothing: —A merchant will'not engage
in a lofing trade, and rain himfelf to benefit
his country. Indeed it is unreafonable to
exped he fhould.” And the gr eat complaihit
againft the trade to fome - of otr northern

‘colonies long has. been, that there is nothing

io be! got by it that 15, that the merchant

€an get nothing, or next to nothmg, if com-
pared to his gains to and from other places.
The trade to Denmark, Sweden, or Ruﬂia, |

is more advantageous to him, thougi’x very_

“detrimental to his country;’ and therefore,
if we would expe& the merchant to turn

his thoughts wholly to the planratxon-trade,»'

we muft caufe him' to ﬁnd hxs chlef mtereﬂ‘.
in the purﬁut ofie. .
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Now there are fbur ways or methods for
mrnmg a trade into a new channel, and
ftopping up the old one, . .

- The firft is, by laymg acidmm;ai dmtes
upon the e:ommodltles of ong country, bue
not on thofe of another. - By this means, if
the commodities are in any degree equal tp
each other in- goodnefé and value, the for-
mcr thl be prevented ﬁ'ern bemg import-
ed, on account of their dearnefs to the con
fumer “and the latter will have the prefep-
ence, by reafon of their cheapnefs. But
this method, however expedr@nt at particyy

lar jun&ures, is to be ufed with greas wark
| efé and caution, For: every' fuch additi
o,nai duty put upon  the commodities of 3.
foreign conntry,. will be Jooked upon by
that ccmntry, as an adt of hoﬁlhty COmmit:
ted upon its tradg and. commeree; which
 they will be {ure to revenge upon the COmr
modities and manufg&mea of the country
that was the aggreffor. . Befides, hr;gh ad-
| ditionak duties are too violent and preeip-

tate a method of turning a trade i nto, 3. new’
channel -—efpecxaal}:y where the manufas
&ure is yet in its mf‘mcy, and .cannot ap:
fwer the dcmand for ic. It is therefore
. much mme fafe and pr \msm, te incline the
- fuale
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fcale. gently and gradually on the ﬁde you
~ would fwour, that fo the 1nhab1tants of

that country may have time to raife. the

proper quantity of thé commodities that are
wanted, and may increafe and perfe& their
manufactures, by ¢ due apphcatxon and expe~
nence ———And alfo, that we ourfehces may
net be dlﬁreff'ed on account qf the fcarce~
nefs, or the badnefs of the commodlty, or
be forced to pay an exorbitant price, by
means of the monopoly which the inhabi-
tants of the favoqred coupn{y wﬂl have 2
gam{‘t us. ‘ |
th:refox,e, fecondly, another more cotm»
modlogs, and lefs exceguonable way, is, ;:o
grant certain prwﬂegeq and exemptions;—
wh;ch ihall continue, ull the trade is fufﬁcx-
ently eﬁabhfhed and needs no fupport tha;
is, till the merchant can ﬁnd it worth his

~while to engage, in it, w1thout bemg paid at.
‘ the pubhe expenee.. Suppofe therefore,

that at the. begmnmg of {uch a trade, cers
tain commedities were permlttcd to be im-
ported upon eafy terms;—or rather duty
free, which is better ftill: then our. colomes
“would turn their thoughts to the raifing
them' and the merchant would ﬁnd his
own prw‘;te account m lmportmg them.

) =
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But ifa any thmg obf’tru&ed fo that thxs dld- ‘_
not prove fufficient to engage ‘them in the

profecutzon of fiick defi igns; or that the de-

mand fill ran in favour of the goods of ano-

ther nation s thep,

| Thlrdly, The fcaIe muf’t be turned by‘
the addition of a bounty upon 1mportatlon.
“and to qulcken their diligence, and excite

a fpmt of emulation, to thefe encourage‘
ments may fill be added, |

Fourthly, A perfonal premtum. to ﬁlch

merchants, as: Ihall mlport the-mioft of'thefe |

commodltles, and the beﬁ in their. km&

Prlzes of this nature, are obferved to do
| Wonderful things in the raifi ing and perfeé‘t

ing of 4 manufadture. We have feen their

good effe@s in Ireland; and it were greatly '
- 1o be thhed we had the fame Iaudable in-
~ Alitution here ‘in England. ' If certain fums
- were vefted in the board of trade for this

purpofe, we mlght not defpalr of feeing the

-~ mother country in a few years fupplied
s wnth pot afhes, bar-xron* ﬁax, hemp, mdt-‘

% The great clamour lately rarfed agamﬂ the mtrodu&x-

on of bar-iron is an aﬁontfhmg inftance of the i 1gnorance and
,mf'atuatxon of the Englifh in regard to their own intereft,.
\ For let us.afk even ‘an. 1ron-maﬂer, if: the Amcueans thall

not .be permitted to import iron duty free, what courfe will

they, nay muﬁ they takc, but to manufa&urc xt themf‘clves 2

-
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€0, cochmeal cof‘f’ee, cocoa nut, pltCh and"

Yar, all forts of naval ﬁores, and raw filk,

chieﬂy from her own colonies.. The Faglff_

| s undemable, that all thefe thmgs can be

raifed in our plantat:ons either on the con:
tment, or in the iflands. And though fome*
difficulties would attend the enterprize at
firft fetting out, yet induftry and applicati-
on, together with. the mducements of boun-
ties and perfonal premlums, would fur-_
mount them all. Tf prizes were fixed, viz.
So much to the firft, the fecond, and the
thlrd unporter of the mof’t in quantxty, and
beft i ip kmd' and noticé given thereof in
the gazette by pubhc authorlty, what an
emulation’ would it excite amongﬁ all the‘,
merchants of the kingdom? how gladly
Would our colomes embrace fuch propofals, ;
and qu1t the purfult of the manuf‘a&ures,} |
they aré’ now engaged in? Tt is certain,
théfe manufa&ures, thOugh hlghly dem-.‘
mental to us, are not fo advantageous to

for how (hall they be able to pay for Enghﬂx goods, unlefs

: they can make proper returns > And if you will not admit

their bar-i xron, you drive them to the neceﬁity of manufac-"‘
turing it: nay more, you give them'a ‘bounty: - for .as the!
bar-iron will be cheaper in Ammca,,:f there is no Engh(h‘
market; this differénce in the price is in falt a bounty given
by yourfelves for the cncouraoement of xron manufa&urcs
m Amcnca. B :
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them, as the raxﬁng the above mennonedf
1commodmes would be; becaufe ‘they could

émploy their negroes. in fach work; where-

as the negroes are found to. be not fo pro-',
| per to engage in a manufa&ure, which has}

a long courfe and different parts before it

is completed and the labour of the Whltef

people is dear and expenf‘ ive.

_Asto the article of raw fill, the lmport-l
ance of it, I llope, wﬂl Juﬂlfy the recom-.
mendmg of the culture of it in a very pat-
I' he exceflive price it now,

ticular manner.
bears, ‘and the great dlﬁlculues o ‘which

tlme manuﬁ&urers are (lt'lVCl],r m order to?

get it.at any rate, require. that fomethmg

. fhould be attempted w1thout delay Eve-

ry nation now begins to perceive, that it is,
1mprudent and 1mpohuc to fuffer. fuch pre-. _

- cious materials to be exported unmanyfa- )
They have.
therefore prohtblted the domg it under the.

&ured out of thelr country,

fevereflt penaltles —and we cannot blame
them. But for that very reafon we ought

to endeavour to ralfe the commodlty our-
And, with: humble {ubmiffion, no

felves.
tlme ever fecmed {fo favourable for the do-
ing it, as the prefent,

For as the. ‘price is
high, this is not only an mducement to fet

e T

about it:
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but alfo as we have now a dxﬁ”eg
rent fort of inbabisants in owr colonies to en-
gage in i, than we had before, we have.
therefore the greater profpect of “fuccefs.
The complaint formerly was, that the cul-

uv‘aﬁon of it would not-anfwer on-account
of the d’earnelé of tabour. The inhabitants

towards-the fea-coalts could employ “their
time 'to grezrter advantage ‘in'the culture of
'to”oacto; fice, ‘etc. thenefore the {cheme for
raw {ilk muft fail. -~ But at prefent we have
ﬁaveral thoufands of Palatines and Moravx-
ans, l'ettle&l in the: vallles between the'moun.

tains; in 4 country ‘much like Pxemont,,

where the beft {ilk grows: now‘as they can-

not vcultlvate rice or tobacco for. exportati-
; and as they are far removed from the

center of trade, and are alfo a parfi rnomous,

abftemious people, they will certainly work
much cheaper than the ' Englifh' Herétofore
towards the {ea-fide, who were éver: noted
for the contrary qualities. So that ‘upon

the whole, the time and the occafion invite;
“the nec;:ﬁltles of the manufa&ure, and the

mteref’c of our country, require that' fome'
attempt fhould ‘be fpeedxly made for thcr

raifir ng of raw. ﬁlk in our colonles. \

e S
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IX PROPOSAL

T o eﬁabhfh a pohce for the preventton
of fmugghng Fo :
% < Tt may mdeed be too dlfﬁcult for a
prlvate perfon to find out a remedy equal
B to a difeafe fo univerfal, and of fo long a
¢ continuance: but yet as every wellmeant
¢ endeavour for the pubhc fervice is candid-
‘ ly accepted, when, offered with modefty
¢ and fubmlﬂlon, it is to be hoped the fol-
< lowing thoughts, ‘which_ proceed no far-
. ther than by way of query, wlll be fa-
< Vourably received.
. “Query I If the pnvxleges and exem-
pttons of the iflands of Guernfey and Jer-
¢ fey, etc. were abohihed and thofe re-
< mains of the dukedom of Norm.andy per-
| ‘ fe&ly umted to the Brmﬂl crown, could
. the fame frauds be then pra&tfed as to

¢ the running of goods which have a draw-
¢ back granted them, fmugglmg of French
' ‘ wines, blandres, teas, coﬂee, chocolate .,

K ﬁlk, lace, and all other comtnodmes, as
¢ ale at prefent’-———Could the French wmes

_ * Thts quotation is taken out of' my Inqmry concernmg
the Ufe of low priced Spmtuous Ltquors, ptmtcd for T,
Trye, Holborn, -~ . . S , .
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12§
¢ be mixt, with Port, and then entered as if
¢ they were all the growth of Portugal, to
¢ the great detriment of the revenue, the
¢ manifeft injury. of the Portugal trade, the
¢ certain irre parable lofs to.the nation, and

¢ the open avowed encouragement to per-

‘ u'ryr?—‘-;-Could:. the finacks and cruifers;
¢ which were ‘defigned  to guard the coaft,

¢ have the fame pretence to enter the. ports

¢ of France, which they have now to ftep
¢ into - Guernfey -and Jerfey, viz. -to fee
¢ what veflels were ..]admg,_,and Iometxmcs
¢ take in a lading for themfelves L—Et gz;is ’
“ cufbodes cuffodiat ipfos?
©¢.Query IT. If the _]urrfdl&lon of the ;ﬂe”
¢ of Man was annexed to the ¢rown, in the,
¢ fame manner as the hereditable jurifdi&i-
¢ ons in Scotland latelywere, could France,

¢« Holland, Denmark, etc. find any place

< in our own feas, asa ﬁorehoufe or maga
¢ zine for depof ting their {everal Contrabmd

¢ goods, in order to run them on-the coalts

¢ of England, Wales, Scotland, and Ire-

¢land? If' the colle@ors of  the cuftoms of -
¢ the prefent noble proprietor of this-ifland,
« were obliged to lay before the parliament
¢ their ‘books of entries for the laft feven

¢ years, and fuch entries compared. w1th the

Le
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¢ accounts that ‘might be tranfmiired from
* Franee, Holland, Denmark, etc. would
¢ it not- appear, that the’ refpe&;ve India
¢ companies of thofe countries had import:
_* ed vaft quantities of teas, and other India
¢ goods, principally withi 2 view to fmuggle
“ them into Great Britaim and Ireland? And
¢ ought mot that circumflance alone be an
- ¢ alarming confideration to the Englifly Eafl:

* India company, to the government; and
¢the whole Britith nation?~—~—Dag the

* French, Dutch, Danes, etc. permit - thé
_* Englifh to ufe any port of their dominions

¢ for the like purpoﬁesP And would it not
¢ be more ddvantageous to the Britifh nati- |

- *on, as to the mere article of proﬁt and
X Iof's, to pay fi fubfidies te thefe countries of

*# 200,000 . per annum, than to let matters |

* continue on the prefent footing? Laftly,

“ with regard to' our own’ fubje&s, if this

«ifland were annexed to the crown, could
¢ the corrupt pait of the eommanders of the
~ #fmacks and cruifers receive any emolu-
« ment for conniving at the evils here com- -
¢ phined: ¢ of? Or the honeft part: be infult-
“ed, and. even imprifoned by the depuvty
¢ governors or their agents, for difcharging

« faichfully their duty? And would the pe-

e T LT - - B e R p——— S P A SR
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| sceffary espences for the prevention. of

« tmuggling be a fourth parv the ﬁ\m,. ,
« which they now-amougit? . =
¢ Query ITL. - Whether- ﬂw prefem me-

( ¢ thmés of Goﬂe&mg the; daties. on French
| ¢ brandies, and other foreign goods, are not

¢ found to be eventually produdtive of great
 temptations. to. fmuggle -them? Whether
« fiuch - temptations - could " poflibly be fo
¢ ftrong, /if ‘there - was: - perm‘fﬁ' ion fome-
¢ what of a-like nature grianted to the im-
< porters of thefe eommodities; as- there is-
* pow: grated to theimperters .of rum, viz.
& To. put theni: in the“king’s warebonfe; pay» |
“ing the duties only for the quam‘:fz‘ey they
* take aut; when tﬁey meet“wzt/f a pzzmbaﬁr, ‘
4 and leaving the refb to cowtmue? Whether
¢ a fmuggler with onie” hundred - péunds
¢ flock; would run the rifgue of his life: and
¢ fortune, which the prefent laws fubjedt
¢ him te, if he could commence a Fair trad-

| <er, to fufficient auvanmge with fo fmalla

¢ <»:‘11;3ttalp And whether, in cafe of fuch @
¢ permiflion, a man would net carry on a-
“more extenﬁve trade with one hundrcu
LS pounds, in eertain’ forts of goods, Ehan he
¢ can do now with fix times the fam? -
.¢ Whether the great fmud.sJL lately coim-
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plamed of in the tobacco trade; to the pro-
¢ digious detriment of the revenue, and the
¢ national intereft, cannot likewife be- ac-
¢ counted for, upon the. principle here fug-
A ge:{’cé.d-P sAnd:if the:importers of tobacco
“ were allowed to lodge their cargoes in the
& kmg s warehoufe (or in their own, under
£ the lock md key of the cuf’com houfe ofﬁ
£ fmall quantmes, iz, a hogfhead or two
‘at a time, fuitable to.their convenience;
| Would not this circumfance alone caufe
‘ the Vlrguna trade to flourifh; ‘prevent
« {muggling, and fugerfede the necefﬁty of
‘ all other devices? .- .1
Query 1v. If all felzures were abfo-
X lutely prohlblted to be {old for home com
‘“ Iumpnon » could-they then cover the vend-
‘ Jing any conf] derable parcels of nn-cuftom-
‘ ed goods, which are now vended in large.
' ¢ quantities by this means?~——and if the
-_.“ {eizures were not to be. ufed at home,
“ would the purchafers ¢ give an higher price

¢ for fuch goods, than they do for others of
< like mmnfc value? and is not the advans -

“ ced price now given, a plain indication of
¢ the ufes to which they are applied?

‘ Q_uery Y. lf the commandcrs and ofﬁ

1?
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. Lt
« cers of the fmacks and cruifers were to be

« paid only one half of their falaries of
¢ courfe, and the other half by way of gra-

“ tuity, when it appeared that they had

‘been vigilant and a&ive to an high degree,
“would not this qu’i‘cken their motions; and
add new life ‘and vigour to their -endea.
vours ?-—If thofe who could give no proof
of an exwaordmary vigilance were to lofe
fuch gratvities, and others to receive
‘them, as'an additional reward, who' had
diftinguithed themfelves the moft emin-
‘ently, would not:this be 4 means of raifing
a ] p‘i’r’it- of ‘einul‘ation : :i‘mohg -:hem;» af}d
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ihame, fear, honour, dlfgrace, all umtc
fmd operate for the public-good. - o
Query VI. If a few 1ndependent com"- :
panies of light horfe were raifed; in the na-
ture of huffars, would not fuch kind of
¢ cavalry, viz. Englifh hunters) be much
¢ more proper to fcour the coaft;’ ‘and pur-
fue fmugglers, than heavy horfe and dra-
¢ goons, and regular forces >—And if their
« officers were paid in the fame manner, qs
“is propofed for the officers of fmacks and
¢ cruifers, would it not be an additional fe-
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- curity for their integrity, and an mcen,uve
“ to their vigilance? -

“Query VIL If the thlze fexzures were
glven to the ¢aptors, - would it net be a
greater enequragena@nt thm glvmg ahe;m

K the conrt of cxehequer fpr condemaatxpn
K ¢ did net rife: fo_ bigh, would: not this, en-
¢ banee the valué of the prize, and confe-
¢ quently make the captors more aftive and
¢ vigilane? Whether there have not béen
¢ inftances of cuftem-houfe officers com-

¢ pounding, with the delinquents for pesry
f {eizyres; rather than be at the expence of

‘ condemxmng them in the. eg;chequer, as
‘ tha,t would fwallow up the prefit’ |

“Thefe queries the anthor would hum—

bly offer to public. confideration;  net

¢ doubting byt many other methods: mighe -
$ be found out, greaslyy conducive to the

¢ fame g@ad end. « As to the difficulties a

f gainft- puttmg this fcheme in immediate -

‘ execution, he is not aware of any, but is

¢ far from prefummg to determme that thex e
are none, : RS

X PT{OPOSAL

To “ mvm, forcvmers of chﬁm&um to
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-« travel among, us,” that, fo we may have
4 femethmg in return for tbe Va{’c ﬁ}ms whlch

we yearly fend abroad, To this end there
i wanting a concife treatife in- French and
Englith, fetting forth the advantages which -
gaffm,msf of dnﬁ”enent t,aﬁes and, mc]smauans
may. enjoy by fuch a tour: the man of plea:
fure and diver Gon—the virtgofo—the fehor
lar and man of letters—the lawyer—phyfe

'Gla‘nwehvmem—mencham, <ye., with direQic

ons how to perform aregular tour—a.fhort:
€r.or a longermwhzax things are moft re-
mankable to. be feen: mehmehesv—-feats—w
gardfens-wp;&uyes«— manufaltures —ports,
etc.—what books or treatifes nece(fary t@

be confulted—how ta learn, their language

—with: the proper flages matk;ed oyt—and

3 calculasion of the ezspence in the modev e

rate way of tmvelmg -

It bas been obferved befgre, under th¢ 'f
XILth; advantage. of France*, that - tra-
velling into- a country is of greater. confer
quence to. the trade and manufadtures of
that country, than.is ufually apprehended
A,nd as England. is as. defervmg the uoue.e
of curious and mquxﬁnve forcl,gpex;s, as any
ccmm;zy on n,he glqbe,. it isa grqan Blty,} thac [

*Page 30' ,A_‘;i [
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fome i ingenious hand hath not yet lent them

his’ Frlendly afﬁﬁance, by an exprefs treatife

on the fubjed. Tt would be a great plea:

fure to the author to contribute what he
can, only as an mfenor workm'm, in the

| accomphfhmg fucha def:gn. ‘And: theref'ore‘

if he ‘could fungt wvice cotis, as Horace ex-
preffesit, and be confidered only as a whet-
ftone to give an edge to the mchnatmns of

others, ‘who have abilities to éxecute fuch a

fchemb he would gladly offer his afliftance:
- With' thefe fentiments  therefore he begs

leave to propofe the following rough ﬂcetch,
only as general hmts to ’be 1mproved up

Suppofe a modef’c treanfe Was wrote,
- without puffing, or too' much extollmg our:

{elves or our country, containing a plan for-

 a foreigner to travel in England a year, or
longer, with pleafure and advantage: -
Chap, I Settmg forth the fituation of

: the country, the air and climate, nature of

the foil, and its general produ&tions. =
~Chap. I1. The prefent inhabitants, prin-

cxples of their government, their virtues.

and vices, humours, diverfions, the manner

- of converfing agreeably with them, and ac. -

commodating one’s {elf to the general tafte

&
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and genius of the country, method of learn-
ing the language —and pronunciation—
method and expence of travellmg-—-—mmner
of obtaining recommendations ﬁ om abroad
to London, and from London to the other
parts of the kmgdom o

Chap. UL Contammg the p]an For a f'o-

vrexgner to make the tour of England in

eight. ﬁages, within the compafs of a year,
each ﬁage 111uﬁrated by a map, containing

les environs, Or the dlﬁn& of ten miles

mund the place of refidence; in which di-
firi& the prmcxpal feats——-—-towns-»—manufa—
&ures-——@urioﬁues, etc, - {hould be briefly
defcribed : wiz. fuppofi ng the. ﬁranger lavnd
ed the beginning of April; then the

1/? ﬁage, London and le.f eﬂwrom, m the;
month of Apnl - |
I mlght be i lmproper a forelgner fhould 3
fay longer in. the capiral, upon firft coming
over, than to fettle his correfpondences,

‘and. get xecommendauons to other places-

leﬁ whxlﬂ; he is a ﬁranger to the lan- -
guage, ‘he fhould affociate, too much w1th
his own countrymen, and be httLe beneﬁted_
by his travelling. |

" ad ﬁage, Cambndge 'md les em)zron:, m

May Hcre he ﬂlould begm in eameﬁ to

v'»;.‘e.,“ FRaN
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learn 'the ’language by the’help of fome- goo&

o grammar, and tolearn the pronunciation

by coming to charch with his French and
- Engllith common prayer, and litening tothe

clergyman’s flow and deliberate reading.

If this method was duly pradifed, foreign-
ers would net ﬁnd t’hat cﬁfﬁculty in' learmng

the pxorruncxatlon of' our- language, ag t'hey:

are apt to ithagine. “And this §3 an advan-
‘tage of teachmg it, m fome refpe& pecuhar
kto us. '
3d ﬂage, Oxford and le: enmrom, in
]une. Note, In 1aymg out the foute be-

tween place and place; it would be proper

to contrive it'fo, asthe traveller nilght feeas

- many thmgs Worthy of nonce n hlS paf

| fage, as hecould, "0t

4tb ﬂage, Brrmmgham and Ies L’“IZ’WI"oﬁJ,» ~

m July.”

5tb ﬁage, fBr‘rf’cdl aud le: emy‘irom ih Au*
guﬁ S
C6th ﬁage, “tour from Brlﬁol to Portf

| mouth through Wﬂton, Sahsbury, etcand
then return to Bfrth at the end df' SePtem~

7t/9 ﬁage, Batb and le: enwrom, durmg
| O&Gber and November. BT T

Stb ftage, 'L‘onﬂon, durmg the months o‘f'

-
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December, Janyary, February and March
which complete the year.

If after this the foreigner choofes to re-
fide longer in England, and to. fee other
parts of the kmgdom, then he might take

" a tour of fix menths in the followmg man-
.ner; viz. Ce i

1. York, and les enwmﬁ, in the month

@f Apﬂl Cae
. 2. Leeds and: Mancheﬁer, in- Mav

. Liverpool and Chefter, in ]une.
4 Chatfworth and-Derby, in July.
e N@rungham and N@rthampton, in Au~

6. From thence threugh Londen to the‘

‘place of embarkation, in September; vifit-
“ing the prmcxpal feats, towns, efc. of Kent or
,Effex, in the way to-Dover or Harwich.

- Chap. kV. Containing obfervations on. the

: lrteramre and learning of the Englifh; and
-the advantages which perfons of different
taftes may reap from being acquainted with
~ them.—Concluding with a fmall catalogue
~.of the choiceft authors.in polite: literature,

“and the feveral fciences ;—with a lift of our
beft plays, as to morals, language, -and de-

fign; that fo a foreigner may know, when
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it fhall be worth his wlnle to go to our thea-
- tres. | SRR SRS e

XI PROPOSAL

To cut fome canals between our great
&
towns of trade, for the: conveniency and

- “cheapnefs of carriage.”—Canals are much

preferable to the making rivers navxgable,
even where both ‘might be done. Fér in
the firft place, the expence is not greater,
except perhaps the purchafe of the ground.
In the next place, they are kept and repalr-
ed at a much eafier rate. They are not
- {ubje& to inundations, or the fhifting of the
fand and gravel, and are ‘generally much
fhorter and ftreighter.—But what is above
every other confideration, a boat laden with
~merchandize in a canal, may be drawn by
- a fingle horfe, on-a full trot, as.in Holland,
“up or down the fiream, whether there be a
flood, or not; and requires but: two.men to.
guidedie.
If a canal was dug between Readmg and
Bath, then there would be an eafy and cheap
communication between the two principal
cities of the kingdom, London and Briftol :
goods and paffenigers mlght be carried at one
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quarter of the prefent expence:. and furely
75 1. per cent. faved in freight, deferves
confideration. - The river Kennet, from
Reading to Silbury-hiil, is a plain illuftrad-
on how pra&icable fo far fucha fcheme might.

‘be. And from thence to the deicent towards

Caln, on the Bath fide, i is the only difficul-

‘But fuch who have feen the great ca-
nal of Languedoc, are. very well affured it
mlght eafily. be performed and at a fortieth
part of the expence which the other was.
Nay, on. tbe flat grounds near Y'ztesbury
church, water is fo plenty in the winter

time, that it hea upon the furface for weeks,V 4

togethers .And as there are rifing grounds

on both, ﬁdes, refervoirs mxght be made to.
receive: the land floods, and fupply the ca- -
nal with water, during 1 the dry feafon. But
if the canal itfelf was only funk ten or twelve

feet deeper than ordinary, for two.or three
ﬁ.rlongs, it is very probable, |
fprings Would be met with between thofe
hills. ~ For the wells at Yatesbury, as I re-
member, are not twenty feet deeps  What
a pity is it therefore, that fomany. advanta-
ges are negledted? if the like fituation had
been in France, a canal had been made long
ago.

Mz

that naturall )

—Indeed fomething might have been -
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~ difficulties to ‘enc‘onhter with, “which - the
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French furmounted in makmg the canal of
Languedod¢, and ate again to furmount in
making the new ‘canal, from the Durance

29 Marfelﬂes. B’ur there are no obﬁrué‘tions‘

of rivers and rivulets in: our way; no need
of making arches, and troughs of ftone to’
garry the canal over them ;==no fteep hills!
to afcend, or mountains to pierce through :

and yet the thing is not fo muck as artempte

ed, though the common intereft, and the fi-
tuation of the country, fo ﬁrongly m‘\uré us’
to perform it,

A canalalfo oﬁght to be dug betweeﬁ?

Glafgow and the fhore oppofite to* Alloa’;
which would opén a communication’ be-

tween Glafgow, and Leith the port of E |
dinburgh.—The fitvation in thefe parts is’

extreme]y inviting, even' more {o than the'
former; as the paffage is much thorter,
And our foldiers in times of peace might be
employed in the public works, alternately

“with performmg their exercife, receiving a-

fuitable addmon o thexr pay, when they

: lare at work.

e S N O |

had we the fame.
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XII PROPOSAL

o ¢ raife @ filhery on the northem coaft
of Scotland,” by giving a double premium
for fome years, till the trade is fufficiently .

* eftablifhed, for all herrings eaught and cur-

ed by perfons refiding within certain di-
ﬁrz&s, and exported to foreign markets.

- Several other {chemes have been lately
oﬁ"ered to the publicin relation to this mat-
ter; and ‘all of them, undoubtedly, good in

fome refpe@s. Every thing of this nature

hath its refpe&xve convenience and incon-
venience: And if the fcheme for carrying
on the ﬁfhenes by means of a joint. ftock,
and a company, impowered to make by-
Jaws, and prefcribe rules and regulations, ~
can ftand clear of the imminent hazard of
degenerating into a jobb, through the cor-
rupt influence and finifter views of the ma-
nagers and dire&ors of fuch a company;—
I fay, if the fcheme is freed from all rea-
fonable fufpicion of tending to fuch a point,
T fhould much rather prefér it to that which
is here, ijth great fubmiflion, offered in its
ftead. It is certain, that a joint ftock is a
quicker and more expeditious way;—but
the encouragement of a double bounty ap-
Mg | .
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pears to me more fure, and lefs liable to be

~corrupted.  For in this latter cafe, there are
'no fums advanced till the work is done, and

the herrings publicly examined, whether
they are marketable or not: there 15 no fin-
gering of -the money in the mean time by

managers and direGtors ; nor can there be a~

ny items of expences and disburfements,
fees and falaries, brought to account: things

which are the bane of all public focieties,

~and the great caufe of their corruption, and

degenerating from their original inftitution.

Befides, if a double bounty, or perhaps

five fhillings per barrel, were ngen for all

herrings {o cured and exported, it feems to
me, that the Dutch themfelves would be

‘tempted by the lucre of fuch a bounty, to
fettle on the northern coafls of Scotland,
- “and make one people with the mhabxtants

of the country ;—which would be the. great-

5 eft advantage that part of the kmgdom could
ffpoﬂ]bly receive. 2

XIH PROPOSAL

To eﬂ'abhﬂl cml governments at Grb
raltar anfi Portinahon, and make them free

“ports’—The fitvation of Gibraltar is ex-

A A

S Pl R .

s
%:1
Ii
4

I

o

R B A i e 2o s G

C R

‘Ax ‘Essay ox ’iTk‘Aﬁig T4F

“tremely commodious for vending feveral
~{orts of commodities in Spain and Barbary'~

and the ifland of Minorca is not lefs happi-
ly fituated for carrying on an advantageous

- commerce -with fome parts of France and

Italy, and, by means of the ncighbouring

~ ifland of Majorca, with Spain allo.  Seve-

ral forts of coarfe woollen ftuffs, and Man-

 chefter goods, would be acceptable in Bar:

bary, provided they could’ be had reafona-

bly cheap: which can never be, till thereis

a free port.  Several forts of the manufa-

~&ures of Manchefter and - Spitile-Fields,
“would be very agreeable to-the tafte of the
- Spaniards, French, and Italians. But above "

all, our Birmingham ware, our cutlery, ra-
zors and fCiffars, watches and chains, locks,
metal buttons, fnuﬁ’; boxes,’ tqy‘s, and all the
forts of Bijoux d’ Angleterre, as the French’
call them, which they are mexpreﬂibly
fond of, would find a prodigious vent in all
thefe countries.  The leaft amount of the
whole trade, that might be carried on by
means of thefe two ports, were they made
free, would be 1005000 L' a year. And

{urely fuch a fum is worth the getting;—

efpecially by a nation 80,000,0001 in
debt.~ R L
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- Ifa fcheme of this kind was to take place

.m‘ the ifland of Minorca, it would then alfo
ftand a fair chance of being peopled by En-

~ glifh families, or by fuch as are well-affed-

€d to the Englith government.  Whereas
at prefent there are fcarce any, except the
garrifon, but bigoted Spaniards, who at the

- firft taking of the place, would have been

glad to have parted with their poffeflions
for a trifle, and to have retired into Spain.
- But now they are got immenfely rich; their
Jands are faid to be more than-five times
their former value; and yet their blgotry
and aver{‘ on contxnue as ﬁrong as. ever. i

XIV PROPOSAL

\

To have pubhc mfpe&ors into all our
’m.anuf'a&uries;} and to oblige all exporters
“to deliver in famples of the commodities
they intend to export, in order that they
may. be ‘compared together, before the
goods are fuffered to bé put on fhip board.
"T'his, if féithfully and Honeftly executed,
would always. keep up the credit of our.
manufa&ures at home and abroad, on which’
the fpiric and life of trade principally de-
pends, All pofhble means fhould be taks

Ax Essay on TRADE xa4;gr
ento prevent. private frauds in packing—-
deficiencies in weight and meafire—undue
firetching of cloths upon the rack, which:
alone hath occafioned irreparable lofs to this
nation. ‘Fhe fraudulent and deceitful fhould:
be prevented as muchvas it is' pofﬁble, fromt
getting rich at the expence of their honeft!
eighbours, and the welfare of their coun.
ey, Wthh is 100 of:en ﬁcrxﬁced 0 theu‘
knavery. S

In ﬂlot‘t", i all kmds ef mmufa&ure@,,
e worft part of it fhould-be put outermoft:
for a fample, not the beft; that fo. the buy-
ér, it feeing the mark and feal of the office,
ay confide in that, and be aflfured, that he*

i hot deeewfed by What is out ef fi ghf. S

P’ROPO’SAL

o ¢ alter the method of ‘calle&mg- eur

| dutles upon particular forts of goods ime
ported ‘wiz*.’ By lodging them in ware-
houfes erefted at the public expence, till
the ] 1mporter fetches them aw'\y, accordmg

% Somethmg hath bcen already f2id on this f'ub]e& page
s25. query IIL ‘Where a police was _propofed to prevent
ﬁnugglmg but as tuth is uniform thfoughout, and is at=
tended with all pofiible advantages, the yropofal is now con-
fidered under another views K L
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as he wants them, and pays-the duty, er.

caufes it to. be paid by the perfon who pur-
chafes of him. ‘This fcheme, 1

any compulfive law; but if left to each, per-

fon’s free choice, theie 1is the’ hxgheﬁ pro-’
babxhty, that it would fumverfally obtain.

Suppofe therefore, that the liws relatmg to
the cuftoms in general fhould continue 4s.

they are; but that permiffion fhould be grant-

edto fuch perfons as are defirous of ufing it,
to land their goods in the publ;c magazines,-
there to remain at. the ufual moderate rent
for cellarage, till fuch time as they find it
their intereft to remove them, and then to

* pay the duty. Iffuch a permiffion was grant.’

ed to the importers of fugars, rum, wines,
brandxes, tobacco, raifing, prunes, and cur-
rants, it is eafy to forefee, that almoft eve-
ry one concerned would embrace it:

% If no pubhc magazmes were ere&ed the merchant\
mxght put the goods in his own ware-houfe, havmg one key

\ ,}umfelf and the king’s oﬂicct anothcx.

amyfenf; ble,»
“would raife a great clamour, if enforced by

‘For,

‘in the ﬁrﬂ place, the * expence of ware-
“ houfe-room would be juft the fime; but the |
»dzﬁ‘erence between paymg the duty all at
‘once upon importation, and paying it by
degrees, would be very great, and much to

'>'"—'"f’f”‘;f“‘“L‘&\s§: O .
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- better price.
- great advantage to the public, as it would
“render our country a kind of common ma-

AN Essn oN TRADE. _'

The importer would be a gainer,

and ‘might keep his goods till he faw a pro-

‘mifing market, or might export them to

fome foreign country, if they bore there a
~And this itfelf. would be a

gazme for others, and as we fhould get by

it all the profits of freight and commiffion:
-and perfons of mtelhgence and Ipeculation
~would then: engage in the fpeculative part
‘of trade; that is, they would buy up alt
__commodities that were cheap in foreign
_countries, lodge them in their own, or the
- king’s warehoufes, and then re-export them
“to thofe countries where the demand ran
“higheft.  But this cannot be done upon the
prefent {yftem of paying duties.. Moreover, -
~the public would be more efpecially bene-
fited, as the trade would be increafed, andﬂ‘

the goods afforded much the cheaper.
When a trade can be carried on with a fmall

“ftock, the more perfonsare capable of em-
barkmg in it: and when the duties are not
paid all at once, but by degrees, as the goods

145

the advantage both of ‘the<*-i-mpo‘rter ;and the
-public. -
.as he would not be ftraitened for r‘n‘on’ey to
‘pay the: duties every time his fhip arrives;
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~«can be fold, the home-confumer will buy fo

anuch:the:cheaper. - For he will only pay
:the king’s fimple duty,—the.expences of the
_sadventu«re,-e——and the merchant’s fingle gains
upon that adventure: whereas, according:to
‘the prefent way of colle@ting: the revenue,
-every confumer pays anothers confiderable

-article, viz. ¢ :the gdins: of the merchanton

< the fums advanced to pay the king’s du-
" -¢ ty.” And if the goods have paffed from the
merchant importer to the laft retailer,
*through two -or ;three hands, - before they
icome to the confumer, then he - Pays two or

:thvee advances the more*, So thatiin fad,
“he not only. pays the firfk duty to the king,
- but perhaps twice'as much again:to others,,
~by means of thefe advances upon advances.
“The confequence of all which is, that trade

becomes-monopolized’ by a few rich’ per~

~ fons, becaufe there is a greater- ftock requir-
~ed to carry it on: and fmugglers will be the
-more numerous, and the more audacious,
-becaufe the temptations to, and the gains of
‘_r'-fmugghng, bet:ome fe much l:he greater‘

* See Ehls aﬁ}ur ﬁ:t in a true. and ﬁrong hght in a trga»
" tife entitled, “-An Effay on the Caufes of the decline of the.
. ~-Fore1;9n Trade, London, 3744. Printed for J Bro*therton.
}:_,Pages, 1§, and, u. N : :
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Whereas by the method now propofedk

both thefe mifchiefs would be preventedto

a great degree.  Obferve, 1ft, The prope-
fal here made, compels no perfons to fub-
mit. to-thefe: regulations, but Only permits
them:to make ufe of them, if they are dif-
pofed to deit. Qbfewe,, 2dly, That this
{cheme- requires: 1io new: officers, even at
the commericement of it: and when it has_

been thoroughly tried and known; it would =

certainly greatly leffen the number of them.:
A fet of public magazines: (which, by the
by, might be fo contrived, as to be ornd-

mental, as well as ufeful) buile umf'ormly*,
und in a quadrangular figure;, might-eafily
be taken care of and infpedted by a very
fewofficers, who might well be fpared from
the numbers. now employed as -land-wait-

ers, tide- -waiters, fearchers, depuhes, extras

ordinary' men, efc.—Obferve,igdly, That
with- refpe to any embezzlement, ~which

- thefe magazine-keepers might be fulpeded

of, this might be ’prevé'nt'ed as much as dny
thing of fuch & nhtute can pofﬁbly be’ (ot
only by weighing the goods, gauging them;
and taking fimples before they are deliver
ed into the officers care) but alfo by mak-
ing it neceffary, that thefe officers fhould beé

RN
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,,engaged W1th two.. fuﬁicxent *bondfmen in
“two forts of fecuntles, one to the king, to
,‘enforce their fidelity to him, and anothet

1o the mayor or chief magiftrate of the |

town, and his fucceflors, where the maga-
- zine is kept in truft for the merchants, to
“enfure their honefty to them: and that
when any of thefe officers are fufpe&ed of
- embezzling the merchants. property, the
party. aggrieved may be at liberty to bring
an a&ion in the name of the mayor; or chief
magiftrate for the time being, and recover
_treble damages, with cofts of fuit, on proof
of fuch. embezzlement. - Now in.all thefe

relpeds the prefent propofal differs entirely

- from the late famous. excife {cheme; and
every ObJG&kOD made agamf’c that, is. obw—
| ,aLed here. . . , e
- As th1s laﬁ propofal an& ong of, two
smore,, would be attended. with, fome Xy
pence, were they carried into;execution;
- —and as the nation, in its prefent circum-

| {’cances, might be. fuppofed mcapable of

bearing a farther load; I fhall therefore en-
deavour to point out a n)eth@d how certain
taxes might be maifed, without burdening
any of the neceffaries of life,—and yet fuf-
ficient to anfwer all thcfe exgenccs apd,

e T
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be moreover highly conducive to the refor-

~ mation of the merals of the people, and the’f !

general Welfare of the kmgdom, wz.

XVI PROPOSAL

To Iay certain taxes‘ on the folIowmg ars
ncles of ““luxury, vice, or extravagance;”
which taxes fhall be applied to the general
improvement of commerce; by mamtammg |
confuls, and ere&ting forts, accordrng to pro~
pofal vi. - Building of magazines and - “Ware-
houfes, as fpecified in propofal xv. Givs
ing bounties and perfonal premiums to the.
greateft exporters: of our own manufac-
tures,~—the like to.the greateft importers of -
raw materials from foreign countries,——e-
fpemally from our own plantatxons, accord-
ing to propofal viii.——And in fhort, by
purﬁung all fuch ways and means; as ferve:
to excite the merchant and- manufadturer tor

- promote the intereft of their country,, and :

their own together, Wheref'@re, the
“1/# tax prepofed is, That upen bache«

lors, and: widowers, of a- certain age, thh—

out Chlldfen.' | | .

“The mamfold il confeqnenees that ﬂow

_from the modx,ﬂl pra&tice of mens living bar

N2
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chelors, ‘are too glaring and evident.» For

Wwe may venture to pronounce, thhout any
degree of uncharitablenefs, that it is one
great caufe of all the lewdnefs and debauch-

ery of this age.: -Some:few indeed un-
doubtedly there are, who no ways contri~
‘bute to thefe immoralities by their fi ngle
- life. - But they are too inconfiderable in
number to.deferve tohave particular exem.
ptions, even were' it~ poffible to diftinguifly
them from ethers, which it is not poflible to
do in a legal way. - In all things calculated
for the gsén*‘araiergooijd,-ifome individuals muft

fuffer; and it cannot be avoided.” Now (to:
confider this matter merely in a commercial;

vligyh‘t) as there are at leaft pinety-nine i

an hundred, who gratify their defires, bue

fo as to'add no proper increafe to thé publie!

ftock of inhabitants, in“which the riches

and ﬁrengthof a nation do- conﬁf’r,‘ one mayi
eafily judge of .the evil of fuch a pra&ice,
by its'bad confequences. " And in London!

particularly, where this vice of living bache~

 lors moftly prevails, there 1t.,ls.obfe.pvable,

by the bills of mortality ¥, -that niore perfons

* To this paragraph it has been objeted;’ 'th"at'tlhé'yéaff
Iy bills of mortality, which make the burials more. than'the
bxrths, are not be rehed upon, as to this point: * Becauﬁ:

@ thexc are mo births regiftered, but the- Lxrths of thole 'whor

" T —

T ——_

.
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]

r§E
die than are born, every year. ' So that
were it not for the commual fupplxes from;

Ax Essay on TRADE.

* are baptlzed accordmg to the form of thc eﬂabhfhed’
* church; ‘whereas diffenters of moft denominations are bu-'
« ried in the church, and confequently regiftered there:?”

~Now as it is a very matetial article to know,. with fome:
degree of -certainty, whether more. perfons die in Londony

- than are Boriy;—and confequently, whcther the whole city"

would not be depopulated in a century or two, if the inhas
bitants followed the fame courfes they now do, were it not
for the influx of ftrangers, ‘to fupply thefe deficiencies; T thalli
therefore ‘beg leave to offer the’ fcllowmg cenﬁderat)ons, Any
:eply to-the above cbjeétion. o
1. Some children are begot in the country, yet Born i

" London ; firch, for inffance, whofe mothers come up to-towns.

for the’ convenience of fkilful attendance: and as this is the:
cafe w1th many families of dxﬂm&lon, confcquently, th“c »
number of b1rths is (5 much increafed.”

- M. Many perfons ‘contract their death-ficknefs iiv London;. -

‘ vet are carried ouit ofx: for tbc beneﬁt of the au-, -and- dle in:

the country, ‘there: they are buued ‘and no notice taken oﬁ ’
them in. the regilters within' the bills of mortality, - -
¢ IIL. Juft the fame is the caft of thofe, who dis-in I om

don, yet are camcd to their burlal-plaCcs in: the country

the- number of ‘theft 1& confiderable in” the year; whereas:
there are few. mﬁ’ances of ‘perfons bemg carued out: of ‘ther -

, ooumry, to be interred in London:’

IV. Many diffenters of different -denominationg have by :"

» rial places of . thelr ownj: and conféquemly, thc numbcr§ oft.

their dead do not fwell the rcgiﬁcrs of' thc ef’:abh(hed chumhs :

’f’o much as mxght Be. unagmed

‘But allowmg, that the numbers of dxﬂ"cnters bur:ed in thee v
eﬁabhfhed church may m?rkc I'ome dxﬁ'erence in thc amamc;;
il ¢his difference cannot.amount to any thmg near: the. fumy
wh:ch is' found to be the difference between births and bus-

vials in the. compaﬁ of a year; viz. abont feven. theufand!

fouls. Thc numbers of bxrths, generally fpeakmg, amountt
o m, or. 16,000.i0 a year;: and’ the. bumls ﬁom PEIRN75)

N3} B
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~ the country, where the marriage flate is not

yet quite.fo-unfathionable, that great me- :
tropolis would be. depopulated in a courfe
~of years. And yet there is no place, in

which there are fo great numbers of the £&-
male fex, in the proportion, as in London.
Can it be credited, though perhaps it is too

true, .that i in this city alone there are up-

wards of ten, thoufand loofe women, from
ﬁ,xteen years . old. to forty, who have. not
fifty children in a year? and the few they
have, are bom with all forts of diforders,
and educated, af Lhey chance to live, in- alk

kinds' of vice and wickednefs? In fhort, it

has. been often remarked, that the greateft
rakes, that all Europe can produce, when
they arrlve in E ngland and come to an~

don, are quite fhocked and {feandalized: at -
‘the unparalleled lewdnefs and, debauchery _

relgmng among us, fo far beyond any thmg

-

34 000 in the f‘ame time: a dxﬁ'ercnce oF three to two How

foon would this depopulate any country, were it not for fos
reign {‘upphes> And how temble 80 the effe@ts of _vice,.
lewdnefs and debauchery, appear ‘to’ the general interefts of
a ngdom ‘whet feen from this point of view? ‘What an_

abf‘urdxty, therefore, was it in the author of the Fable- of'
the B.,es, to fay, « That prxvate vices are pubhc bcneﬁts "’

Tt xs vmuc alone, whxch can make a nauon ﬂonnﬁq And‘ ’

© yice of every kmd s, ecither’ xmmcdxately, or m its con!'e-
quenccs, 1n3uuous to commcrce. PRI S v

e e e
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they could have -imagined.” Now if thefe
10,000 loofe women had not been debauchs
ed and corrupted, and were married to per-
fons of their own rank and condition, they
might have had at leaft one thoufand heak
thy children every year; and thefe in a fair
way to-be bred ‘to honeft trades and cals
lings. Befides, upon the prefent footing;

the injuftice done te the married tradefman;
and landed gentleman; is moft griévous and
intolerable. ¥ For they. pay the excife,
and feveral other duties; in proportion to
the confumption- of their’ families; but the
bachelor pays only for his fingle felf; €
thofe who are moft beneficial re-the public,
are: doubly, trebly or quadruply taxed, in’

~ proportion as they are beneficial; and o
- thersiwho are a tufance to it, are therefore

exempted..  Is there any juftice or equity

~invthis? I add, men may underftand: thefe

thmqs as patriots and pohtlcxans, ‘whowould: -
turn a deaf ear to lectures in morality and
dwlmty Nay more;fuch aboundmg of
lewdnefs, and furfeiting of proﬁltunon,
doth in fa& tend to increafe the more un-

patural vices, inftead of preventing them, as

¥ Caufes of the decline, etc. pu 14, 35, ~and 6z,
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it is vulgarly, though erroneouﬂy, fuppof‘»' \
- ed. And the hiftory of all nations, from the
former times down to the prefent, confirms
Antient Greece and Rome;

- and modern England, to mention no more, -
have furnifhed too many examples in proof

~ this affertion.

of this pomt ‘And reafon itfelf thould telt

us, that it is witlr this, as with all other de~
e praved ‘appetites; where furféiting and fic
- tiety are inducements to feek our. lefs, natu-" :

- ‘ral ways of gratification. "

"Wherefore the propofal here is, that alr ”
bachelors, after they hav'e attamed to the'
age® of | twenty- five years, ‘fhall pay treble{_{
king’s. tax,~—poor tax,—window tax,—and’

the taxes upen coaches, till: they marry:

and that all widowers; between thirty and
fifty, if they have no. chlldren, fhall pay
"Fhus the greateft,  ¢. the weals

double. -
“thieft offenders, are properly muléed. For

| undoubtedly they have it in their power to'
fettle incthe world, if they will. They are’
- the people who {et bad: examples; and byg

their ftation; riches; i xntrlgues, and addrefs,

. debauch thofe young ‘wemen as firft, who
afterwatds become the common proftitutes
~ of the town:

SIS RS LT e T LI YA 1T T e e b e b

- But as this only reaclies the -
| Weahh}eﬁ of them; and as' there are Vaﬁ:

R ol

‘numbers of fingle: men, whom this {chéme
‘would not affect, therefore there fhould be -

added to it a general capitation tax for all
bachelors, of . whatfoever degree, above

twenty-five years of age. And if this was

fixed at twenty fhillings a head per ann. for

all above' the condition of day-labourers,
and at ten fhillings for them (with an ex-
emption only for commoan foldiers and- fail«
‘ors). it wauld be a very juft and equitable

law, and would certainly be attended with
many goad: confequences, both ‘as to the

“porals and the commeme of' the nan@n”

| The

;men-feryants,, 7..¢. fuch: who are not ems
ployed.either for the. purpefes of husbandry
or commerce, but for ftate and grandeur. -

o It ,was the great principle, which run.

through the whole plan of the’ Effay on the
Caules of- the Declipe of Foreign Trade,

before quoted, that each perfon fhould tax
himfelf according to the figure and ftation

of life he chofe to appear in;—but that alk

- the neceflaries of’ life. fhould be d'u,t-y@- free.
Now.in the cafe before us, livery fervants,
footmen, valets, men cooks, efc.-certainly
cannot be rap <ed among the necc(ﬁlrles of

AN ESSAY QN TRA;)E, : ;55

2d ax propofed, 18, that upon memal}»
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%

~1ife, and. therefore are the’ proper fubje&s
- for fuch a tax. If any one choofes to have
them, he himfelf cheofes to appearin an e-
levated condrtron, and therefore:is the fit-
teft to. pay towards 1mprov1ng the “eomi-

merce, ‘and " extendmg the general mtereﬁ
Of the kingdom. - ~ S

~ Butthat is notall; for tlﬂef'e men- fervams,
genemlly {peaking, are by nature fitter for

~ other employments, had they not taken up

with thisidle one; and might have been ufe-

ful: to their country, by fea or land, either
in: the feveral parts of husbandry, or in labo-
rious trades; whereas by their prefent way
of living they tender themfelves ufelefs in.
all refpe&s; and not only fo, ‘but keep thous

fands of the other fex out of an honeft em-

 ployment, which by nature they are fitteft
- for; and very often are tempted for the
want’ of it to take -to vicious courfes. T bex

© Leveit will hardly be denied, but that wo-
- men fervants might perform all' the funé&i<

- ons, which men fervants do, in r’e-f'pe'éf't’f*t_"oa‘?i
‘waiting' at table, tending the teakettle, ezc.:
and equally as well. They might walk’

behind their ladies, and carry their books

to church, as well as any footman, and why

. they are not permitted to do it, is matter of

i
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;good of the ﬁate.

Iome af’com{hment to a thinking mind. o In

fhort, the poorer:and the middling. part of

the female fex are-deprived of thofe ems
ployments whrch properly be]ong to them,

very often to their own utter ruin, and the

detriment of fociety. If a young woman
“hasa genteehfh educatxon, and a fmall for.
tune, fhe ftands upon the brink of. deftrudi-

on; and even if fhe is- defirous, fhe. fcarcelyv
knows, what trade to put herfelf to, in or-
der to be: out. of the ~way .of temptation.

For, excepting two or three trades, which

women {till retain, »all the reft are engroﬁ”ed“
by men. We have men -mantua-makers,
men- nnllmers, men-ftay-makers,. men- Ihoe-

makers for womens fhoes, men: halr -cutters
for womens halr, etc. and very. hkely 1ns"
'nme we fhall have fempﬁreﬂ'es, la undreﬂés,
‘and clear—ﬁarcherq, of the fame fex. -

Such perverfions as thefe oF the order of'

kfocxety,i are not of fmal-l ill confequence, eis
ther to the Welfare of individuals, or the .
And therefore to dift

courage fuch pradtices as much as may be;

in the affair of men- {fervants, the propofa] is,

tilat each of them ﬂlall be taxed two fhil-

'lmgs and fixpence in the pound according
to therr Wages, to be paxd by thexr mafters .
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dnd mxﬁreﬂ’es; -and’ to Be ‘colle&ed: by the/
“If a:fchenié of

 officers of the windew-fax::

~ this natare were effé@ually’ putiin pradiice,
the confequenice would'be, seither; that wo-
- menéfvants would: be employed “rather
~ thian mien; which would anfwer a good end
in that” refpe& t-or elfe, ‘that ‘thefe men-

fervants, though idle and- ufelefs -in' thémt-

felves, ‘would: contrlbute to' the: prombtlﬁg

of commerce and exténding our trade; by'

medns of the tax they pay for thls end

though fore]y agamﬁ their will.

“'The 3d tax propofed 1s, that upon ﬁxd
dle horfes: - | LU
* The tax upon coaches a8 far aé it wenf;

was 40 excéllent and' public: {Pirited 2 of

the legiflaturé. “If why laying thé biitder,

‘Where it ought alWay‘é ‘f@’bé‘lafd 'v?z upo"ﬁ .

the luxuries, the orffaments” an& refifié-

~ ments of livihg. Bt uﬁdoﬁB‘fed‘Ly‘ it was

defeltive as to its'extetit s maﬁy)genﬂ{emeﬂ
of fortune, efpecially if they are’ ‘fingle,’ dé

not choofe to keep) coaches; and other's’ may

Iive in fuch patts of the coulfitty, where’ the
fituation is -not: convéfiierit fof ‘their fo d -
ing: *Yet they all keép faddléhorfes it a-
bundance,—lunters;~—and perhaps racers,
‘-WlthOLif paymg any taxy though thefe

T e e
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gbmgs are artigles of mere lu;mry,, parage

and plqafure, as; much ag.coaches. Is thete

now any equity or juftige in this? and are
mot fuch perfons the . properalt. fubjefts to

pay towards the fupport -of our -manufa.
&ures, and.extending our commerce? Un-
~doubredly they are: and therefore the pro-' f»
pofal isghis, that all owgqrs\@f faddle horfes,
young hotfes under five years old excepted,
be taxed ;at -the raseof five fhillings:per
~ horle every year;—faving only one hoefe, -
wwhich fhall be admitted to be kept free.of

all:tax by each omner, .on jthe, ;fuppof' ition, -
that riding:mey be:neceffary for his health,
or sopsthe-account of; bufinefs. . If, ggreaner

~ allowancessthan. this were «n;lade, 4t Would :

be opening a.door for fraud and callufion:
and if lefs, it gmlght bear-hard uponithe real
wantsiand:neceffities of many people., Per

haps seven this indulgence of one horfe;

tax:free, to.gach proprietor, might feem :too

| ® rgorousia reftraint; and amight.a&ually be

fo in cerca'm circum{’ganﬁes ; ‘butin. all cafes\ A
thmgs in fur;h A Manner, as Eh&t eyery per-
fon ican ibe pleafed,—or .even that the intes
veft of every. individual .may be fo jparticu-

larly taken. care .of, according to:the nature

"o
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'of his pecn&‘xér *clreumﬁances, ‘ag that hecan

: ceed therefotfe, ‘the:

i

o ;TTO P ,{

& Vo (.;‘»

Have no juft reafor ‘tor complam.'

Egt

4thf ta¥’ propofed to: be levied: 1s‘?on dog@

'zoF eévety-fort and kind, excépt fhepherds
dogs; and houfé dogs.i"For evety thing ber
yond ¢his; is aioft undoubtedly: an article of

Fixury, and dxvérﬁonmand ‘as ﬁwh JufH{y
lnble to’ ‘be tixed. - smnns ot d
1+ Whereforethe pmp@fal isy that the own:

efg of alldogs fhall pay one fhilling for each
~dog every year. “And-as: there-are fuch
- prodigious numbers ofliounds, greyhounds,

pointers,: Herters; fpameis, beagles;dap- dogs;

and tumsfpnts all+ ever the! kingdomm;: this

would-bring inavery confiderablerevenue;
‘which sight be* employeei ito- thie: grea:.e&

tfiafional ddvantage; in- fupportmg and; ext
.tendmg ‘our trade and commercei—If thig
gax fhould caufe a‘diminution: of>the” fpei
¢ies, there would be no: harmsin:that 3 nays
it would 'bei attended with. a great deal'of
good;’ ast for ‘many: other reafons; foparti-

cularly-for this, that the dreadful-and fhock

_ing calamiries, attending the bite of ‘mad
dogs, would be lefs frequent than they-now

are.——-»If any one ﬂmuld obje& Ahat: tm'm-
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plements for. drefling of vituals,.and theres
fore ought to.be excqpted out of dus rggw-' |
latlon. The. anfwer is-ebvious and eafy;

 wiz. that jacks and fmokejacks, are: prefer.

able to-turndpits injevery refpe@:—they
are. cheaper, all, thmgs confidered;. and.a.
fpecies of manufaéture, which ought, r»q;bsd
encovraged. -.But_above all, there is,.no

~ danger from them of thofe. fhcckmg confe»

quences aforementioned,. which every year
have og¢cafioned the éeaths of. many peenle,
inthe; mof} dreadful manner: ; E——
~Add:to: this,; that no other methad,, than. |
Whax is:here propofed, -can be. effeGtual. for
d}e pre(ewat;on of the game. . For.as long,. |
asipoachers of all.kinds aze allowed to keep
dogs,- £:e§;oﬁan taxy, xzt;wx,ll be. nnpoﬂ;blg.;
for. penal slaws;in fuch a conflisusion as En,
gland js under, to prevent, their, -ufing, them,
to, the: deftruftion of the .game. - But the

~ laying a. taxiupon. dogs ftrikes.at the prmcp

paliroot iof the evil: co;;mp}amed of.,,

wribhe stheax propefed, is.a double turm
piketax, on all perfons who travelon Sun-
days.... A modifh and a reigning vice this!
which. ought to receive fome check and dif

countenance: from. the- legiflature. .. Noz

once, in. a,thpufand times can there. beajuflt

Oz
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| d8d reafonaiﬂe ésicufe for thiy p‘raﬁice Fandl
thérefore’ it Becomesia- proper aidsfie- fuls
Je& for vy 'rccmdh’ig o :he prmciple‘s% |

beﬁare Lid downy- - e

I fhort,: we flibinit it wn%eh gfea? déf'é«*é
rende to* the: judgnietic of - the mtellrgefnﬁf*
réider; whether theretis noe dthple provifi
Git’ ‘mﬁde 113 th1§ pmpxiﬁi’f for all rhé*expené
ces which- m:ght be incirred By the exetus
tior of :m_y of “the reft) sieand! thiat withoue
burdening 'm‘y ‘orfe artiele of thie réabnecels
faries of life : Wererthe taxes to be aidis "y
Here véeonitiended; ‘dhiey would'indeed-ve-
rjr probably caufe a fconﬁcierable“cﬁmmmﬁ
otr of the articles'whith were to: pay” thefe
taked: by ‘even - ‘that” circiimfladee would
p%ov*e‘* e mﬁny‘ réﬁ?e&%“ a very g%e‘a*t Aatil

énial advartage.- wAhél‘ wererthe moniesraif

éd. By thefe tikes; properly; - jidicioufly
gitd faichfully apiplied fo' the: good' ufes and?

- purpofes Before meéntichied; perhaps tiere

would not be u' ﬁatsmn’ in the world, ‘whichi

bl vie with ush i niiber oF iithabirasrs,

egtent: af cbmtﬁer‘cé, and- the ﬁ"o&ﬂﬂ’rmg*

ftate of ‘vu ceieme’s and Fa&oriesf in boﬁhé
?xe Fivigs, o o0 i i

“Faxes) it theﬂi owWH namﬁe, «1{’7 dfrejﬁ are

propeily ard! yvdﬂtm’uéﬂy laid onjiare: (G fap
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from: eaufing commerce: 1o. flagnate,..that

thiey quicken and enliven-it: and. thereforg
may be- compared to-the pruning, of a tree

| by a fkilful hand, by which means.the. treq

is'preferved in health; and.Jafts the longer.
Fhe feuit, upon the- whole,is more in quans
tityand: better in quality, and: a. vigorous

cirewlation, .and- equal nourifhment are

maintained throughoyt. ,_W_};@reas,;on.thg, |
ether hand,-one fingle tax, thengh fmall in
its ameunt, if injudicioufly laid on, fo as to

Hfop the- progrefsior-circulation of labour, is
infa8-the heavieft and- moft- infuppontable

of all-others.. ‘Fhis.is. a- de&rme litele. un~
derftoad,: efpecially. by the landed intereft,

who of all perfons: ought: to: ftudy it the:

moﬁ,f as it never can; bestheis mtereﬁ to; 3&2
ugo;n & e«empary prmc:ple., B R

b RATI

E 0 N C L U S I . N
ERCL RN & G EIE w
A&ND thu:s havez] venmm& gwe myz;
fen.uments,. with that freedomiand:unrefers
vedmefs, which.is naturat to.men: who:meéan

well, and whofe fole aim is:she good:andi

profperity-of their country.~As L have no;
privateiends; of ny own.toderve,. cither.tbe;
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‘one:way:or the: other; -1 ‘havethad no bialk

of felfintereft uponmy mid: ey g
T ds aruep T eonfefs, that ‘many of the

propofals-here: made, -are fubjefs-very-un-
popular in‘the prefent-tinies: neither-would
Yowillingly have!advanced: any thing harfh
or-difagreeable;, even’ to' prejudiced: minds;
were'it poffible to havemadeitru thrand-po-
pularity, in this-cafe;” é@hﬁﬁif‘dgﬂ‘e?rh er. - But

fince tha t-cannot be,  what fruft be:déned

maft we flillge ony-inereafingdn our-difor
derg;iand beholding our rivalstaking chcir
advantage: of thefe:misforty nes; * mierelirbe-
eauferfome people :do-notchoofe to be told
where the core-of the-eviltlies; and-how ie
may be taken out? If the:alterations; here

propofed, are-necelfi ryior advantagous to

, the}mbhc,that alone: fhoyld befafBciont ta

- recommend them to the efteem’ of sli per:
fons of worth :i;-andcharazé’ter;s%butiﬁt’h‘ey- are

not, Lputin no ples:or’ apelogy forzthema

~—only I will add, on behalf of the: author;, |

that-his: intentionsicwere: goody: stheugh the
wasmilakemss suost sens i e
»-Dba mai%foWelL :aware; -that: there: is-a- cu
projedts of all kinds;:and that:pnejettors are:
loaked. upan as a-race of beings whoihiave

s E§
M 2
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- gainfl-what hasibeen-advinded.

though:they-maj berightin theory, are im-

An Essay on TR api

fomething very-fin gular-a ndi: whlmﬁml*m
their compofition:: vAnd-yet Tthinkivmofk
bé ‘allowed, :that, ~netwithftanding allithe
prejudxce wwhich:fome. chimerical’ gentlemen

of this:flampi have drawn: upon themfelve S
there muft be:both:projedts and-projedors;
whe n% things.are: bad;rand . want-men dings
‘otherwife: fhé}te never;could:bebetter; mor

- the faults:eorre@ed: v+ s s L il

§;g_g;V_&éighs;rg;ﬁ'pé&.itaﬁthe;. cale before us, there
are.two -general objeCtions, -as far as’ Prams

S
S

# e firfhds; vthat many of thepropafals,.

A

?ra&LOaableJnfa&H g LR ERR A

++ Fhefecondsissthat-thefehemes, e laid
;E}Q?&ﬂ%r::é‘_‘%i?e‘éﬁ@:&ﬁﬁhi}ﬁeiertak;ﬁt;lewir~?immn;men"i&ﬁ}i
cies as well-asiotherss -, 0 torpie T
o Fothefinft of thefe, T reply;that nolane,
can e certain of this; till an-attempt has.
been'made Eﬁf«f-piﬁ;ﬁhemaimapnaﬁéﬁge&; andewe,
may: be:very:fure, revery oneiof them:might,
be - eafily: piit in-execution » were-perfonscas

- really aninyated-with: shie-love-of their coun-

try; anduas:traly -concerned: for its-welfare
and:profperity;.as; they pretend: to be; and
had! fome among us,. instheir oppefitiontite
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eivery mealurelof the gwérnment ‘no-dagle; -
Pty whxe:h E’h@y covep eﬁ;
ver with: fpeemas hames, o T e ¢

- Befides, none of thefe: fchemesf o; n@ff

atent {chemelat he

aH of them together, are fo difficule in- thems

felvés-to be carried intor execmmns, assthat
fingle-one which' has beem fo- happily-per
feftedin:our own days; the union with-Scats
land.—TIn that cafe, inveterite-natiohal pres.
judices,~-national pride,~fahily-intereft,-

felfintereft,~—Jacobitical ‘intereft; s=—pretens

ces&of confcxence,-—»f'éars ofireligion, and

the refpedtivé chitrches of b@‘th ikibgdomsz

| --—-aH thefe confpired to heap. wp diffieulties”

ivthe way. - Andiyerall were farmounted

by the firmnefs and addref¥ of tliefe?e‘rué st

triots: 6F botly kmg‘é‘oms,”to theivimmoreal:
hﬁmwr, ‘who hadt tie mansgeientiof that:
affair. Whereas i in the prefent ‘cufe; theve

- eambe o preténcest of cénitidticey mofears:
- of the church’s Being in’ 'danger; toencowns
ter with: theteare no -national animefities;’

or'national pridey or the-interefl of grear fay>
milres; to obﬂm& wsj and:veryhittle 'of par
ty {pirit ¢dn’ ‘mingle-iiv any oft thefe affirss:

felfintereft is” the chief obftacle to: be fuvs

mounted. Thisisindeedia. greatione; which:
wilkdraw every thing that jr can.toits. aflift
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an¢e: But it is not.infuperable; if withftoad
by men whehavea truelove fortheir: oA
try, and: prudence and: diferetions tor n&ne
theis endedvours, and guide themy arights.

Mmeo%er 5 fu}ipioﬁilg' xaona oﬁ oh’efe' 'pr"a*-é |

while memane fuﬂ af t.hem pnej\tﬁxca\s,; ,am

 fondiofl theirown opinianss yet, evemin tha
“dafe; ie:may'net be.amifs to lay:before thens:

the:things that are: righit;. which: they. maye.
confidei :ofat: theii: !ﬁlﬁﬂ'f}d < When!, nven.
epine to! reafaniand: refle@; their:prejudices:
will:begi b fofieny and time: Wwills recancibe;
them-to-fhofe expedients; whichthejihadl
iveighed. bitterly againfk before;. pathape
for want:of ~underflanding and> knowingt
thend' betten:—Thus it oftenshappens; ithatt
propofals; deemed. imphacticablerat.one feme
fow; wor account of: the pe.pmlat?,s._“n‘utcry*‘\a;é; M
gamﬁ’@ them, may. be called for:at: another,
with equal vehemence and impatience: Andt
thetefote, - withi linmble: fobmiffiom; i nlay
Rot be-amifsi o leave tefe . propofids: uporn
record for fature examination;, though nomes
of them' (hcmld be jﬂdgﬁd feaﬁhle al;at‘he ptef-ﬂ;
ﬁ:'n:r;. . 5

But beﬁciesth& ﬁarm,er oh}e&mn, a. f@wnd‘;' |

(,; 1 ‘ 1 }\e,i'
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is;:rthat this’ fcheme: $telf 3 s attended Wrdf

mcmvemenmes, as well as others. "

~iligrant it ds: “and farely o ‘mah in- hzs

fenfes could:ever fuppofe, that theie could
be any: {cheme tcaloulated; for- the. general
gtmd swhich weuldniotibearchand: upotialig
mteraﬁsmf fomempwvtmular peeple;*thé*
e way of eﬁlm‘atmg any: prepaﬁﬁ*ﬂ isj-tor
confider; whether it-doth remedy more eld*
inconveniencies thanitinrrodsces newonesy
sandowhiéfh er;fupaﬁ thé Avhele) it iy beneé
ficialorsmotjaes: bt ich fiid

_portanaesasideferve ito! =bei regarded{Lafle

Ly; Whethér likewifefome of thefs veryit

convenienciesiwhichiare: fuppofed wiattend
iy may:not be :prévented: or: ameﬁ&ed byt
further experience-and obldrvation - Phig

Jsthetruesway. fu#‘ﬁe&rmanm’gmny» propmfaia
~anduby sthis: rule-d would:choofe.ithat: mys

ownfhould beutrled “and . shen let thene
L e *zn D ‘u»ﬁ»wz

viWerare: aiways c*emp]azfnmg of thresbady
of @ gén@ra&{cafm{m
tion;: and: theﬂbemg ‘outsivalled in traden
Neverthelefs;i it is very: eertain; ‘that ‘the:

prefent {yflem of things greatly contributes:

‘to:the increafe of each: of thefe évilsi wMy
~meaning. 13, that-jc lays powcrful temptati-

tkmgw ¢y 1were, ot originally. intende

Ax EgsavonTxant, 169 |
pns.in.peoples way.——And, then;: whaf: can

be expeéted?: fome fewr perhaps. will.prove

their. virtue to be. Iupermr, sbut.theirgheat
majority..will .certainly be-corrupted: -:For
evident i xg,us, that/she: innecence;of the bulk
of ;mankind..is  beft;preferved -by: theit:hes

-ing kept-ignerant; of the temptation; joratia

great: diffance ffrom it - «Now: ‘what -is :the
natural tendency: of -cuftomhoufe cathejre:
Je&ion: oaths;. freedem oaths; erc.-bus-tonen:
tice.and en courage mankind-to be guiley..of
the foul fin of wilful,and deliberate parju-
w21} sheiheavy. taxesinpon:the
married ftate, and exemptions for bachelors,

~but the like. indpeements, ‘iso,;;.mens;tg;remig .
- fingle; iand .10 gratify their.defires;inan um

lawful waya? » What are .all: the. exclufivd
cgmpames, all:the cheavy duties uponrim:
poxtation,-and:the. many: ftatutes for. ¢ramp,

ingithe trade of Ireland;;butfo, many; contis

nued attempts to drive.away the trade from:
ourfelves to the French, whe:are:not obly
our sivals; butthe moft dangereus -ONgs Wi
can.bave? And.truly we have greatly fucs
ceeded.in all thefe: yet who can we blame
but-ourfelves?: It. may.:be; pleaded indeed

in:excufe for:thefe:laws and. e;ﬂablrﬂlm,ﬁms,. .
2di g0
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produce thofe: bad -effefis.’ T allow -they
- awere noty -npr.ave they «charged with .any

{uch, defign.. .. Butithe.queftion hereis, not

‘what. wasthe view efmhe mkems waﬁ‘ tbﬁﬁ!
laws,or whatwasithe end-propofed by fuch

eftablifhments, but what:is the tendency of

them, as:wverified 'by rexperience, andihow
atiey.dé.operatedn fa@ fand if itisimade to
appehr, thatsthey: are fo defiru@ive in:their

-confequences, ant fubverhive of our morals,

Tiberties; :and: commerce,. Htis beiut?ﬁf“ﬁtﬂé
«confolation:to:know;, ..ithat theywere. efta-
blithed jwith: a: betteriview; asiweare now
confidering - ithe - things - themfelves, - with
#heit-natural-confequence
&ers on: dreﬁgn Jaf ushem aughors satzd pmjea
,\&ms; : ik e U

o mﬂ eﬁ}y zadd one Axreﬂxanmquzaﬁte
whan ‘hasibeen ifaid ; iz, athatoif we swould
ﬁﬂl.,(kegp?@n_uew#itrad,eeﬁtagad?m:elgma--.mea&l@e,f
avesinuft,atileaft, Ybeupen:anequalifooting
with other nations, ‘as:toithe. sgoodpels:and
:theapnfefs of awhat we haveito, dell;. . other-
-wife . we cannot exped, = that foreigners
ﬁmuld give uscthe preference to their awn
dofs.. " This then beipg theiftate of. ‘theicafe)
itmecefrily follows, . ithat swe muftialways
have.an eye uponithe praftices and proceed:

Ed
‘gl
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"mgs of our rwals, and take our: mea‘fures .
sccordingly, as far as regards this mutual
emulation.: If they contrive' ways andl means
to -render thieir ‘manufadures ‘cheaper or
better -than: they did befere, {0 as- to dutvie
us ;. wemauft flrive to outvie themin cheap-
nefs and goodnefs; or be de:prxved of that
part of commeérce by - ‘thems if ;they 1avive
f@rekgners tofettle among them, 10 order to
have the more hands, and 'to keep:down the

- price wof dabour; we muft do the fame; or

take the: cenfeqwence toourfelves: if they
allow wf noexclufive. compwmes. ina branch
of wrade wiich: ‘interferes with our. trade" |
we: muft pire down our companies; or lofé
that trade: iF chieit manufiurers are {obek
~and - induftrious, and ‘work for low: wages,
and: feldom: become "4 burden: ‘trpen their
parifhes; we muft endeavour’ to put ours
‘upon the. famie footing, ‘or be content: ‘with
the' poverty- which wﬂl be brought upon
us: if their - govemment requires little or'no
duties upon importation, in orderto’éncout
rage the greater numbers to engage in trade,i
and "that all merchandize - may come the;‘
cheaper to the confumer; we muft imitate
them in that refped, and change our cu-
ftoms into in-land duties; or adminifter con-

g
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tinual temptation to the needy and fraudu-
dulent to turn fmugglers and fuffer our-
{elves to fink under thefe evils, together
with the burden and weight -of our cu-

‘{’coms, Thefe arex the altemauvcs whrch

are fet before us; and one would think,

that if. mankmd were, not .greatly blinded |

with their prejudices, and biafled by private
interefts and finifter views, they need not
be long in deliberating which to choofe.—
Not to mention, that as every country in
Emope now begins to underftand the - max:
ims of trade, and-apply themfelves:to com-

. merce, and are a&ually raifing all forts, of

manufafures of their own,. and have laid

-new. duties upon ours;—rfor thefe reafors,

we ought to -be more . intent: than ever;tg

‘Qontf ive all w ays:and means. poﬁ}ble to lows .

er the price of every thing we export, :in
order to overbalance thefe additional duties

by dint‘"of‘cheapne& of labour, and to out;
vie thefe new . rwals by the. goodnefs of |

our manufa&ures.

: 3
© s e
'

Contammg a PLAN “for nuﬁng ONE on—' |

ly TAX on the confumers of luxu-

. v .

VHE foregoing propofals were -endea-
.+ voured to be drawn up in fuch a

manner as pointed out, how the defired al-

terations in our {yftems of commerce, and
oficolle&ing the public revenue, might-be
brought about as gradually as poflible.- And
no:greater. deviations were attempted:to:be
made from the prefent ftate of thefe affairs,:

than feemed abfolutely neceflary; left too
precipitate a fhock might prejudice mankind

' agamﬁ convi&ion.: 1 did not therefore pro--

pofe fome of ‘the qbovc mentioned alterati-

- ons, as what appeqred to me. the very beft
 which could be devifed; but the beit in our

prefent c1rcumﬁances, and the likelieft to
fucceed. For Iam convmced that what
I am now gomg to offer, is in xtfelf a much

P2




374  Ax Essay ox Tka DE.

more effeGtual remedy, if our conflitution

is ﬁroncr enough to admlt the apphcatxon«

of e,

T he fcheme is- taken out of a quarto
pamphlet which would do- honour to any
man, feveral times already quoted iz An

Effay on the Caufes and Dpchne of thq

Forelgn Trade. NN

But as I fhall take tue hberty to make
fome f'ew alteranons from, and addmons to,
what thlS moft ingenions author hath ad-
vanced, I fhall pug thofe articles in 2 diffes

rent character, that they may be difbinguifh.
ed from his; and that his eriginal plan may

not be invelved i m any cenfure, which pers
hapsis only due to-my addmens and alteras
tions.—The reafons which induced me to
believe that fome few things might. be alter<

ed, or-added for- the bette«r:,gfhall be Laid be;-v |

£Qre the reader mn thc fequel

e ﬂ;;-‘,, s -

A Bt fom e 44 . of

E{foy on the Caufes and Dechne of
the Forqxgn Trade. Vb

Fw& and iecdnd P ROPO s A L s. o

T O lay one tax on the canﬁamers of lu~
~ xuriés; and' tfake off all our other
taXes, ‘excifes, and cuf’coms i—and whens
that is. done, to ‘make alk our ‘ports free:
'As the money: affair is always'the grand
objed, fomethmg, by W'xy of equiv*xient“,
muft be given for the' taxes taken oﬁ as

| fuch the followmg fchcme is oﬁ%red

r

./fl Pmpoﬁzsl for mz/ g’ one” anl} mx ol fﬁr@ |

s (.'071 ﬂmer.s‘ (y‘ ll(.%"ﬁﬁ"l&ﬁ

It is hereby propoferl that ail per{’ons
ufng, wearing, or drinking the following
articles of luxury, as particularly fpeexﬁed
bé obliged to take outa licence yedr ¥ pay-
ing! each  one fubhdy for each article of
‘three half -pence 1n the pound only, on the
cgmpuncd income they thould have to fup
port the: ﬁatm«n of life they - vahmmr»x Ly

P 3
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place themfelves in, by the article of luxu-
Ty they ufe, wear, or drmls, as by the ex-

ample followmg

All perfons
1. Keeping two. coaches and ﬁx for:thieir ufe

a. Ufing dithes er plates of filver at théir
‘4ooofas |
260012 {10
dosof 61 s |
S Drmkmg French wmcs m thexr hou('es!." AN

tables, commonly called fervices of plate
3+ Keeping a’ coach and fix for their ufe
4. Keeping a coachi and four for their ufe

< or lodgings

ﬁCharxots, four«wheel chaxfes, eto axe“i RN

mclu‘ded in, the term coach.

: B ke
. Wcaung jewels for their drefs (bef' das—i-, EERE S e
\ necklaces, folﬁaxrcs, ungs, or car-rmgs) “8oolsf |
8: Keeping a-fedan chair for:theif ufe : 860 T =
9. Wearing gold and filvery men on their: > =i fo
- coats and. hats ;. and women on thm‘l}
. gowns and {hocs"- S “soe 3 3
ro. Ufing filver plate: ﬁar thena ﬁde boards SR Y
- or tables {(not having. ferv:ces) Casol ]
11, Uﬁng China ﬁetvxces, vzz dx[hes and SRRER A
plates at theiv tables ‘ asolx |y
1. Wearing neeklaces or folitaites ofjew~- RN
»els. for their drefs (bcﬁdcs rmgs oreag- o pf
: rmg&) co Cagepr |3
13 Keepmg a chatr ‘oF chazfe v.lth one”‘“‘
‘horfe for their ufe s o b nofr |

14 Ke&:pmg a pack of hounds

&5 Keepinga man, or men fervants in~ 4
: “yasofa bty

livery,-or to wait-at table :
845 KCCEIH" mcre faddkc. hqrf..s than onc ’

[ -H “:_.
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6. Kcepmg 4 coach ahd two f'a: thexr e

casolx il 3

Tax at 3
halfpence
perpound
£ L s ]4

8000 so' [

me

‘Boo|ig: .
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Computed ‘Tax at. 3
ARTI CLES of LUXURY “ncome: half'pence
" perpound.
‘ All pcrfom o, Sy EeLiysepde
17. Drmkmg Port wine in their houfe,: L 1o
k lodvmg or fervice.—1I have inferted the e
wor& ‘Port for reafons ‘bereafier; and all . =
_other, wines, except French, are herein- 3 | | .
- cluded : 100} 1z {6
\18 Keepmg greyhounds, fetters, nets,"’,' B £ NS
f'owlmg -pieces, etc, . .. v 100} hz &
x9 Ufng China plates fur deferts only,,f TR I I
(havmg no feryices of China) : 1eo}, {1z ] 6
0. Wearing -gold or filver for then‘ drc{'s_ SRR R B e
(except on coats, gowns, hats, .or. Ihocs) ~1oof ~fr3 ] 6 .
21; Wcarmg jewels in rings, or ear rings 100} 1z} &
22..Going to- Pla}’s, operas; ‘coneerts, hails, AT o
mafqueradec ndottos, long rooms, pu- SN SRR N
; bhc ‘gardens 'ioé ;3, 6
23 Going'to bear and bull- bamngs rize- - f " 1
1 ﬁghtmgs, boxing-matches; " cock- ﬁghta- SRR DR R
mgs, and horfe-races “ o ogop.lety
24 Uﬁng no filver plate but: fpocms cousol ol 6 3
5. Drinking brandy; ram, or. any fpmts,ﬁft?ﬁ: B P
in houﬁ:, }odgmg. or fervice ;. RN -3 I 603
26.. Wearmg filk or fil k ﬂuﬁ‘s in apparel FR -} 63
2. Havmg pl&ures pamtmgs oF prmts SLEGEN & § o
hou or lodging .. so|l-|6 3
:.8 Havmg more than one lookmg g!afs inof A
, dxtto i cluise} 6.3
2.9 Drmkmg tea, coﬁ'ee, or. chocolatc, incoe b bod oo
heufe, lodgmg, or fexvice - .. . as] b3 3R
30 Ufing Chma tea-difhes, cups, or féucers" Cast 33*,‘;
Playmg at' cards, dice, -or any other .. 4 Lo} -
game which is not ufed for the fakc of';‘ ER RN TS S
bodxly exercx[’c B o as) o 3 3::

Thls is. the general fcheme of the autbor.
a—nd I have vemured to. make fuch additic

T e et e e -




1 78 AN Essn oN TraDE.

ons to it, as, L hope, are confiftent with his

good def ign. L fhall rherefore make no 4-

pology. for each parncuhr a]teratmn and
only obferve with refpe to the sth and the

17th arncles, i e, the d;ﬁlﬂ&;@n betwcen
drmk;ng French Wmes, and ether wines,

which are the. prmcxpal alterations,  thas

tbey both feem to me to be highly . neceﬂ'a-

ry.. T he author mdeed makes no . dlff’e_.

rence throughout the treanfe bex;ween pro-

moting the cenﬁnmptlon of French wine or

Port wine, as if it was the fame 1o thc coms
merce of this kingdom :- but, though L ac-

| knowlege w1th pleaiure the infiruion I

have rec:elved in other parts of the fclencc
of commerce, I cannot follow hx,m in this; -

and muﬁt il ﬁlck 1o L‘he ma.xmls of all the:

| fo:rmer writers on trade, tall I can fee more:

reafon to alter, my opinion. . If French cla-
rets, Burgundy, and Champagn—,e, were as,

 cheapias Port, few men'would hefirate long
which to choofe, "The. Britith .merchant, k
think, has Iatlsfa&omly proved, that were.

we to abolifh all duties on French goods,:
and they to do the fame on Englith (as was
partly the fcheme of the miniftry during

~ the four lafk years of queen Anne) the con-
fequence would be, at loaft, for a great g~

¢
&
&
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By years, ‘that England would be overrun

with' French filks, laces; wines, brandies;

cloths, ftuffs, ribbands, fans, toys, ete. And
the French would take very little or no-

thing in return, more than at prefént. The
experiment therefore which he propofes,

feents t¢ me too hazardeus; the bad effelts

of it would be violent and mﬁamane@us,

- and the good ones very {low and gradual;
" fo that the pqﬁxent would be in” danger of

expiring, as'is ‘often the cafe, before thes
mwedicine ¢an operate. DSt Sl

‘Befides, were we ta gwe f'uch encouragc«
ment ter the Frerch wines, as is here ﬁlp“‘
pofed, what would become of our Portug'zl“
trade ¥ whrch as to the balance of it, is
worth two thirds of all the reft. The court

‘of ‘Pottugal would lay an high duty, and

perhaps a prohibition, upon all Britifh coms
modities, the. moment 'they found we did

not- give due encoursgement to theirs:
which indeed by public treaty we are bound:
- to do. And the French have always view

ed this gainful trade with a longing eye;

‘and would be glad to put in for 1t, if they

Found any opening. V
- But to return; as to the fcheme in gene.,
nﬁal\. it zs.c.erta;nly very good,

Perhaps the:
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valuation ‘of the income fuppofed neceffary
for fome few of the prmelpal articles is fet

toa high ;-being, I prefume, calculated for
the meridian of London, and the adjacent

counties: whereas. the calculation fhould
have been made more 'upon a medium with

the more diftant: parts of ‘the - kingdom,
Where thmgs are much cheaper. - But this

isa ‘triflé 5 and’ might-eafily be reé’hhed Tt

is fuﬁ‘icxent, that the fcheme is good in itfelf;

;and is ftill capable of great improvements: »
“The author in thé next place- gives a ge:

neral rule; ' That all‘articles -of ‘the fame
e degtee] orunder the article paid. for, are

“ included in it.” 7. e. if T underftand him
.‘ rxghtly, the greaterincludes: the tefs. Forin:
ftance,ifa perfon pays for acoachand fix,he |
s thereby entitled-to ufe-a‘'coach and four,
‘archariot, a onehorfe-chaife,  or any other
vehiclé he pleafes.” If heenters a whole fer~

vice of plate, he may-ufe fide-boards;:and all

other plate befides. ‘Ifhe takes out-a licence’ b

for drinking Freach wmes,’ the fameswill

ferve for Port, Spanith, or any other, fork
rumand brandy; and {o on. b
- Indeed, as'to playing at- cards, ere. 1 can~;

not allow this to be comprehended under:

the:article of going to fee public:diverfions; ™

“Ax Essay on 'T'rape:  18:

not-only becaufe in the one cafe, perfons

are rather fpe&ators’ than ators, but alfo
‘becaufe gaming of every kind ~o‘ught‘to be

dtfcountenanced as much as pofﬁble |

- I.add alfo, what I conceive the author»
has omxtted “that the higheft article which
any : man enters, gives,the, lead to, all the
reft; fo that he is. to pay for each of the.
fgcccedm»g the fame which he pays for the
firft. If a perfon enters a coach and fix, and
pays twelve. pounds ten \IhilLings, according

to the. rates. in the, table, he.is to, payithe
fame fum for every other article he enters,

And there’ are the fol lowmg welghty rea-

fons for.it: ﬁrf’c ‘that by fo. doing, this -

fcheme becomes the moft excellent fumpru-
ary law,.that ever was devifed : and fecond-

ly, that it is. juft and reafox;able each per;
fon- fhonld pay in proportion to what, be

ufes of any commodity: new the moft pro-
bable grounds we can.go upon (for the afs

 fairwill net admit of certainty and demon-.
~ flration) is, that perfons in general live in-

proportion to.the figure they make.. A per,

fon, who keeps a coach and fix, is fuppofed

to have more wine drank in his. family than

one who.keeps only a fingle chariot, and to
ufe a.greater. quantity in proportion of eve;.
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ty other article, which he ‘enters‘ and there-
fore in all »veafoxl and Juf’mce, he fhoﬁlld pfays

the more, '

- 'The next . amcle thart he pmpa[és 1s,-: ‘
b That husbands thould pay for their wives
¢ the one fourth of the article they pay for
¥ ithemfélves, to entitde them to ufe the famey
“and that the patents fhould pay for each

¢ child under age the one eight of the ar.

“ticle they pay for themfelves, to entitle
“Here again Tam
forty T find myfelf obhged to- differ from
the worthy author:  If:he husband s tax- .
ed for his ‘wife, and parents. for their chil
dren dn proportion to-their numbers; this
would be meking ‘too near: ap*preaches to
the fault the author had ‘himfelf fo. juftly .

“ them to ufe the fame.”

bondemn*ed in our prefent fyftem. Refides,

when 2 man has a F&mxly, heis mcéf@&nlyj |

obliged to enter more-articles than he:would
do, were he fingle. -And it would bea ‘great
ard difcowraging hardfhip for the heatls of

£amiilies to pay thefe -articles, or any part

‘of them;-over again, onthe account of their
wives and- children. * ‘Moreover, T do hot
fee how we coufld rightly-diftinguifly which

articles: belonged to'the hmband swhich to

-fhe wife, and ‘which : to *the ‘children. Itk

1
B

5
&
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therefore; {eems: to mie” a more: equitable

 way, that the husband or parent be refponi

fible for the whole famlly ‘and-be: confider-
Vcid,_as.\xfhe.ent-ered< all ‘the -arttcl-esf of his
fingle felf.  1f the: family are extravagant,
and will ufe more articles of luxury than
hi\s‘ cimumﬂance‘s wi]l‘ éﬁb’rd, i't‘ i's'hiS"buﬁi’
makes it hlS jnnmedaate mtereﬁ as well as
duty fotodo. e
~'The authot then pmpofes, £ That bat-_
¢ chelors ifhould: bedoubly - taxed, - if- of
‘ -twenty - onei-years of age. »—Tlxxs, with
fubmiffion; s too foon.  ‘Suppefe rather,

 that: they paid. a fingle tax for each article,

till they arrived at twenty five, years; and
then were trebly taxed,; till; they married;
and; that) widowers: likewHe without chily
dren, if. upwards of thirty; : and under fortyg:”
ﬁve, were dotibly taxede wir i i
-+*The author then recommends, that all;{ .
perfons, fuch'as he there reckons-up, who,
get their living. by the luxuries and extra;

~vagance ‘of others; fhould be obliged: tor

pay for évery:article they. énter, as-if they: |
had an income: of ‘five hundted: pounds a
year.—~But here I think there is not a {uffi-
c¢ent dtﬁm&mn made between.the dxﬁ"ereue

,,,,, o
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claffes of thefe people; feeing thiat; weeord:
bng to hitmj all ot pay alike,! frdm the
meaneft: aleboufe  tor the greareft taverns
which farely is a vety wnequal way of rag-
ing, and wot  at allagreable o hisown juft
makims. -Suppofe therefore; fnflead of fix:
g Qpoiy Ay - particulat Ry thiat edeh of
shefe perfors fhould rax himfelf; by his wiy
of living, actording as others do; ‘but only:
~much higher, viz, that all keepers of tat
veris, coffée-houfes; fong:roons; fpﬁb’ﬁé gar-
dens; alemowles, ‘wooand thut:all phayers,”
e w-mem, verc. fhiould be trebly rraxed, ds
long as they continuedn fuch profefionsiid:
and that even: this thould be dowbled 6o all
dhofe, whe retail Freich wikes s¥ brandids,
- But wndonbredly the wajand msnner of
Yevying fuchia vax;visitlie oint owhich dies
Fits hoft the hetention of vhis public.) Asid
- on this head, the: worthy duthor b given
grea: fhecimerss ‘of an oncommon fagacity
#nd penetrtion,  Tfhallnot fHyito repeat
all-his rules aadidireétions, but referthofs
-whoo aredifpoled; wo the tredtife iefelf But

there fis one oint; Which particuta thy des

ferves to’ be mentioned for its finguladiey
attdd conttrivance, Wind as it isthie mifterdeey
to =il the ireft: and char-is; thie imestiod

4
P
%
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‘which. he /has takento.makg: each, pesfon

immediately interefted in: detelting the

frauds and impofisions: of hiss neighbours.

He obferves, in,the firft place, that as the
Wh@lﬁ ﬁ;h@n e is 2 tax mpon vamty, the: vier
will ot big;conceabed : .confequentlys. there
¢an belinte:room. for defranding the reve:
pue. in fach & cafe. —But fuppofe a few
frauds fhould be attempsed in fome parti
Cu]m ’ijcﬂj:mu&m&anéﬁjss . then the followmg
m &th od, which he: @@opa‘ﬁe,s»,-fis,u:l?ae:: moft: 65 |
fectual way: of detoéting them; viz. lot each

* pérfon for the firftiyear-voluptarily tax him-

felf acsor ding toshie 'ﬁaﬁaﬂ'@ F life he cbeef -
es.tg, appear.in; -and let him take oucadi
eence.of. thesproper. officer ineach d@“&“kfk?
fpecifying eh%{c}:\mal»;a;rtmies;he;; e»nﬁems ffii
saifed imthe year within thiat paifh; and let
she tax; fo colleéted; be aflandard: for laying

“on the parifh atesiof church, peor; lamps,

feavengsns, and oll ther parochial oricoun-.
ty-payments. fon:the: enfuing years he
confeguenee; willibe, that t"’?‘i?‘{*ef-' ‘W’h'ig' pay
mofly, will naturslly. deted fuch of their
peighbonss as ufe any of .~§b;@‘<,a‘tsf:~k¢1§3=; ?‘b“""@ |
mentigned without:ensering thew; beeaule

- Rz
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k ix& {o-doing, they caufe this laster burden‘;ef’ |
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taxes to light the eafier upon.themfelves,
and oblige their neighbours to . contribute
their quota-with them. 'And as the author
propofes, that the fufpected perfon fhould
be charged with the onus, probandi, or jufti-
fication of himfelf; this would filk facilitate
the fcheme. = And the idea of dtviinfor mer
would be very. far from being confidered in
that contemptible’and' deréftable light it is
at prefent,:when the beft, the. greateft, and
thofe who make, theﬁm@ﬁ: fplendid ﬁgure in
each parxih, would?beiof the number. 7 A
- This tax is propofed by theiauthor: tar be
}azfd on the'firft year Without taking off any
othcr, .in ‘order to have a.fund aforebamis
and to pay our nationaldebt;the ﬁxﬁer, and
alfo to fee what e would amoprt tos” Then

‘he- pmpofes, that all othet taxes:fhounld be

abolithed” year: By yedr; ag this inéreafes,
and is found adequate fo: {upply: their places.
- I will therefore fingle-outa gentlemat of

two hundred and fifty . pounds. income by
the year, »with a.wife and: four children:
and T wilk fuppofe that-he-enters every ap-
ticle he well can;: ‘and : compare: that- tax
‘T"Wl[h the prefent, in order: to:- fee,»wh'it a;ei«
f—Vantages may be réaped by ity iy

p’: - “4&\5

AR

i R 3 e

| fomethmg proﬂ;fely emcns, LS

_‘ I. A fcruce of Chm ‘
St artiéles of China™o RO LA SR T 3)
‘3. A fide-board of plate all chex platg (excapt\ o
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~ A-gentleman of 250 I @er annum; lwma

whlca mcludes d ‘Oihcr TR

- fervices) incloded kS i

'3 ]e\xcls, viz. "~ necklaces and fohtancs, rmos “‘f:”: ) R
" and ear- rmtrs‘ iétuded T 3 I S I
44 A two. whceled chaxfe . '~ x 3
5. A pack of bounds grey bounds, guns, ncts SEREE TN
 ete. Hicluded ™ SEC Dol ey

6. Menfervants m hvery, or to waxt at table RIS SRR |

7. Saddle horfés RENEE S T 3
'8 “Port, and aft “mcs (exrept I’x'e‘ncl‘)) rum,"’-‘*f FEO ST

- brandy; and f’pmts included - EER TN TL SR 2 ST 3
. Gold and filver in. drefs* (cxcept on coats,'*'-‘ SR
hats, fhoes, and ﬂowns) ﬁlk and ﬁlk—ﬂuﬁ's" : _
included FEL S TR LU
.30, Going to. pIays all othcr' dwqxﬁons mx- ‘

Tonl “hxch thxs gentlcmarx wouid pay for hxs
\ annual licence " - ’:.-r" ; r7 &
Dcdu& thrée pence i the pound expcntes hx '

collcﬂ'mg. wh;cﬁ is about - ;

_ cluded ‘ i 3
+1. Piftures)’ prmts, ete.” - ror 3
‘v3. Tea, coffee, and chocolate RO Loroxb 3

|13 Lookmg glaﬂ?:s ’ ey T g u ¥

!; Playmg it cm&“s ? s e Fax

o e

Renfains elear 1o dxe govcrnment‘ k ,

. Whereas a gentleman - of the fame -
come;” Jet him be as frugal as he well can,
pays at. pre(’em for- hxmfelf his. wife, chil

deen; and: family, i duties, euftoms; and

excifes 1o the king, and pcrqmﬁtcs to' oiﬁ\—"

Q&
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“eers of the cuftoms;’ _thh all-thicir train of
enhancing, confequences, almoft double the

- former; though ‘the neat produce, which
‘¢omes clear to the government; is full one‘

thxrd lefs,_. by the folloxvin.g.. eﬁrmatxon. 3
3. The gemfeman s charge& wuh tbc kmg s dth ¥ B
.ty cuftoms and excife, forall the falt;’ f;'oap,
 leather, candle, (and. perhaps coal) all the male
and hops (and perhaps ale, becr, cyder and pers-. L
*ry) all the wing, brandy, ram, and'fpirits; the: . . = -5
. fugar, raifin ins, currants, lemons, eranges, toba& “I .
A‘i'co the tea, coffee, and chogolate, and othez

“ articles ufed and confimed by hsmﬁ:lf and f'a- ;' : *:"" S

s um:ly V\hlebg if heds werx faving, peshap; zpay PR b
 amount ‘to no- more than about . -
a: He s charged with. the primary kmd of' ad--~~

\'ances on each of ° 1331‘%: artmlcs,:; e.. tbg ad, o
“vauges which the pexf'or;, who firft pays the du-’ o
.t ;nakgs on the next buyer, and he. on the
. nexs, till i comes to_the coq[ungev, who muﬁ ]
pay for all ; whleﬁaﬂt lealt muft amount to  xa
3 ,{;Ie is chargcd with all fecondary km,é of ad-
.. vanees, i.¢. the rce:procal advances of the pr € .

" of labour, .provifions, - and all commodmes,._:t R
. whieh ' tradéfmen, Iandlords and all psppk? N
concerned maka ‘vpon- one anothen -—-'],‘hxs_ ST SRR
muﬁ at }caﬁ amount to as mnch morq :

‘ Total pald.;a,; pre(’cn‘c," ‘c;vjcnwwz,’thj goqd;:oe,cqripmx QOQ @

7% He hatitie of- ‘primary and feeondary advinéed x’néy be:
be(} explaingd by an ilullration. of both ia the: fame trade,

“Suppofe A. by trade a thoemaker : 'he buys his Teather of the
“tanner and c‘amex‘, and- paVs to them the kmgs dhty, ‘with

- ‘their advances upon it: he charges this duty, with the addi>

- tion of thesr aﬂvaaces, ami a ‘new one of his own, uponthe -
ihoes he fells, This is. thc nature of' all primary - advances, -

A . Kk UL kT T
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" But-though the gentleman «concerned. ?aﬁ o b Ly $0 é.

_ per. annum fox the duties and thcn‘ conf'c-
quences, yet the ongmal 3uty to the kmg was ’
“po-more. than 7 ol Lo han e s e

;Dedu& tborcfore one thgrd @t lca& for collc&mg 6 1 3

i i e

~Rcmams dear to the' governmcnb Eﬂ;-‘~'3 i ¥y 6 -8

I havo here allowed one. th:rd For colle&
mc and  whoever conﬁders tho v'aﬁ ex-
pence wfuch the govemment is’ at, efpee}al :
ly in the fait and. cuf’coms, wﬂl be - apt- to.
conclude, that I have not allowed enough
As there. i isa draw back uoon all falt export-

ed and falt for the” ufe of’ the ﬁﬂlene's?o_‘

be thcy multxphc& dver fo of’ten.: The imercﬁ of the ma-
ney fo paid and ufed in trade‘ as matte:s now ﬂ:and, makg
it neceﬁ'ary that they (hould be ,

" But this ' is not Al for AL ﬁnds that B. €. b E E’
G. ete. that’ is, “the’ bmfchers, brewers, bakers,, fmqr&,

"’"ohee('cmongers, chandlers, groccrs, clothxers, taylors, aud in

‘fhort, ail thé' adcf*ncrr ‘whom he deals thh do lﬂcewiﬁ
charge hﬂn thh theit rc;f‘pe&xve adﬁances, ’I‘he;cf‘orc;, a5
ke has no refource but what his iogcnpat,xorg bm\ngs i, h?
charges hls {hoes as it were agam, with a fcoondary ad-
vance, in o‘rdex to anf'wer thexr dromarvd‘s i hus the- afhaic

“Agoes m,und they charcrmg him, and he them itk th& oy

,,,,,

'”?dxgxous xmagma«ry vqfue I s t’bereforc no longer to be

mondered at, that a pair of iogs, which. doth no¢ pay f'omr
pence duty: to the. king, is yet’ cnhanced a fhilling, or more

. i the, puce, fince the' dnty liid upon lc‘ather, and other the
- Kike neceﬁ'auss of .Irf‘c ~=Wheteas no-fuch- bhtng can happen

- according to the pature of the fcheme here: rccommendci

. all neccﬂ’anes of hfe,c bcmg dnty fxee, gnd wnhout advances

0fany lomf. s e T e

R UG S P SO SRR
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therefore it is neceffary to have falt officers
Cin'all the: ports and crceks of the kmgdom,-
10 prevent frauds and 1mpo{‘ tions upon this
faccount “'An amazing expence which thfs
amounts to! And as to the cuftoms; there is
not one port in ten (except the ports of
London, Brl(’tol Lwerpoo], pouthampton,‘
Hull, Newcaﬁfe, Lynn, Leith, and Glaf:
gow) which enter nmerchandxze enough to
jdef‘r’iy the ‘expénces of their own officers.
“~What a difference is this, in compszon
| to the fcheme propofed’ in that, as iris pm-*
pofed ‘that’each perfon fhall be obl 1ged o
come and enter, and | pay the money without
dfy farther expence, rhree ‘pence in thé
;pou_nd would be full ﬁﬂ‘ cient for the fala
i'*y _‘F’the receiver’ and hrs cIerk" in th;s, fix
thillings and eight pence will fearcely ﬁtfsf’y,
for the colle&mg of ¢ twemy fhllhngs ever
by c}c’iﬁ\putmg all’y upon an averagé. 'So’ thaf
though the ﬁrbje& with all hxs eeconomy,

'pays annually fbrry pounds tHe king® 1=

ceives but one third of it, viz. thirress
pounds fix ﬂ‘nlhngs and eight pence where- ;
as in the other: cafe, the’ fubje& Woul"d pay |
but twenty .one pounds feventeen ﬂnl ings
and fixpence, though he appeqred ina much

S

gayer Icene of life, And yet the gover

4s upwards of one: third more.
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‘pient would receive, . clear of all clm ges,
‘twenty one pounds tqwelve ﬂnlhngé ‘which
“'What then
would it have been, bad. they both hved n

the fame degree of gaiety and profufenefs
Sucha fcheme therefore, as here propof |

eed ione. would ,thmk, fh@uld krecemmend it-
tfelf For all perfonsr in’ the"{.ynatxon woulé
-find -their account in it at- the long' run, if

they- could have the patience to. look for-

' ~ward and ‘were not fo contraé‘ted m theu'

views, as to be chuned down to the - pré-
fent: advamage of - private intereft..—But
-what:has been already menuoned is only

“one good confequence, out'of a multitude

of others which would attend it. - For asit
would render all thmga cheaper,: it would

bmeceﬁénly mcreafe our. forelgn tr'xde, em

sich our: cmmtry, em’pley our poor, in-
@reafee the: ﬁock of mhabxtants, raxfe the re-
al value of all our lands and commodmes,
and depref& the. prefent nmglnary and fict-
;wus ope:. as, there would be . .no. duty up
on 1mportatlon it would mvxte more per—

| fons to engage in’ trade; ;and prevent ‘the

very poflibility of fmuggling: as all ports
would be open, every part: of the kmgdom
Wmlld ham a f'an: and eqml chance, and




.t:fs,éiz’v - Ax ESSAY ON: TR&DAE.

the fgm ﬂ}x,me @f c01ngneree and, . plgm:y
would be- d*}fﬁlfed equally thx@qgmut a

bmne al{l, it would be a:tcnded V«HhJWQ |

excell ent ccnfequences, which, deferve. to

be more. parncularly noted -as we have lig-
tle of ,the. kind pow exlﬁm,g ‘For firf}, it

would bea moft: excellent fi umpmar%lam,
10 give a checlg to qhe h;xxury dnd extrava-
‘gance of the: age. ; The h,lgheft artigle

which a'man enters giving the lead 0. akl'

the reft;; Would make it his. rmmedrate inte
xeft, to go as low as p@fﬁble, fo tharhe
quuld find. hxmﬁelf undena contipwal mant-
tor to foxyego his: plead’mes, 1ill hé eould. beb

“ter dfford 6 pay for them. - His afpi piring

Vapity woukd be checked by the confidera-
tion, thit he is to. pay the more. for. every

ether L uc;:e@dmg ar-tnele in. eoaf@quenec of

ghe ﬁxﬁ &ecendly, it wquld be, a tax,

which 110, man_could’ coxRplmm of,; asuit

would. be bis own voluntany a& and deeck

| m rate hxmfelf in this or that clafs, and 1o
_ appmr exther m an hlghev oria low:er ﬁat;on-

aof'hf'e. ARG R SR D T e
But alas. after all whaxt can er expe&

f'rom fuch a worlc’( as: thm «—The fcheme‘

befme us is. of too. enhr@;e& and noble,a nd-

’\_ture” to: be xi ghdy compwehené@@ ;3!%1, nm«

St ol S TR, 3 e et S

Iy rchﬂned by narrow and centﬁ’ra‘&ed mmds. z
Tt claftres ‘with ‘the prefent intereft of too
| masny perfons, w6 be: hk’ély to fucceed. And

I4m afraid, T may 4pply 1o this 'mthor,
thie words T heard in a cafe not very diffe-
rent frony ft: Sir, H.'n}s 45 (zll rngt ém‘ zt
Wzll neder o w4t i 196 bamzj? g
" However, there is a fatxsfa&mn in oﬁf'ef.
ing thmgs right and honef’c [ pubhc con('
deratlon, whether they are accepted or
Ttisa laudable paﬁion to be w1llmg

to do the moft extenf' ve. good And there,
are not many men, hough many may be
honeft and upright in their private capacity,
who think themfelves concerned to be a-
&ive and mdefangable in promotmg the
welfare of the ¢omunity.” "The cafe with
the felfith and deﬁgmng is quite the re-
verfe: they are ever vngllant and induftri-
ous in defeating’ every meafux e, whlch is

not calcuhted for their own prlvate advan~
- tage, ‘to the detmment of others Then‘h

craft is ‘endangered by fuch a fyftem: and

~ therefore they always cry i it down, and are

zealous in oppof ng it.

“'This it is, that in ‘moft contef’cs, whereﬁ
the public good is concerned, a few knavifh

and difhoneft perfons are an oyer-match by

S, e ey
-An Essay @NT’RAD& ' Igg» f
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. their zeal and a&ivity for greater numbers,
who are more neghoem and indifferent; E- -

~ very generous and difi nterefted propefal nax
turally alarms:all xthofe, who prey upon the
publxc.-—e—-‘Bxat let the event be whatit will,:
an honeft mam, who doth his duty, enjoys
that fausfa&xon Mnch they are: ﬁrangerm_ _»
to, oo ?f-;zfr,.. O IR LI SRR SRC S S
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